
 

 
7th GRADE  

Summer Reading List for upcoming 7th graders (2017-2018) 

All upcoming 7th graders will be required to read one book of their choice from 
the following list:  

Zane and the Hurricane: A Story of Katrina by Rodman Philbrick 
Newbery Honor author Rodman Philbrick presents a gripping yet poignant novel about a 12-
year-old boy and his dog who become trapped in New Orleans during the horrors of Hurricane 
Katrina. 
Zane Dupree is a charismatic 12-year-old boy of mixed race visiting a relative in New Orleans 
when Hurricane Katrina hits. Unexpectedly separated from all family, Zane and his dog 
experience the terror of Katrina's wind, rain, and horrific flooding. Facing death, they are 
rescued from an attic air vent by a kind, elderly musician and a scrappy young girl--both African 
American. The chaos that ensues as storm water drowns the city, shelter and food vanish, and 
police contribute to a dangerous, frightening atmosphere, creates a page-turning tale that 
completely engrosses the reader. Based on the facts of the worst hurricane disaster in U.S. 
history, Philbrick includes the lawlessness and lack of government support during the disaster 
as well as the generosity and courage of those who risked their lives and safety to help others. 
Here is an unforgettable novel of heroism in the face of truly challenging circumstances. 
 
Athlete vs. Mathlete (Athlete vs. Mathlete #1) by W.C. Mack 
Owen Evans lights up the scoreboards. His brother, Russell, rocks the school boards. These 
twin brothers couldn't be more different. They've long kept the peace by going their separate 
ways, but all that is about to change. The new basketball coach recruits Russell for the seventh 
grade team and a jealous Owen has to fight to stay in the game. When someone tries to steal 
Russell's spot as captain of the mathlete team, will the two be able to put aside their differences 
in order to save his position? Or will they be sidelined? 
Perfect for fans of Matt Christopher and Andrew Clements alike, this is a lighthearted and 
hilarious look at what happens when brains meets brawn meets basketball. 
 
Matched by Ally Condie 
In the Society, officials decide. Who you love. Where you work. When you die. 
Cassia has always trusted their choices. It’s hardly any price to pay for a long life, the perfect 
job, the ideal mate. So when her best friend appears on the Matching screen, Cassia knows 
with complete certainty that he is the one…until she sees another face flash for an instant 
before the screen fades to black. Now Cassia is faced with impossible choices: between Xander 
and Ky, between the only life she’s known and a path no one else has ever dared follow—
between perfection and passion. 
Matched is a story for right now and storytelling with the resonance of a classic. 
 
 


