8" GRADE

Summer Reading List for upcoming 8th graders (2016-2017)

All upcoming 8" graders will be required to read one non-fiction book and one
fiction novel. Students choose one title from each category.

Non-Fiction:

Be a Changemaker: How to Start Something That Matters by Laurie Ann Thompson

Do you wish you could make a difference in your community or even the world? Be a
Changemaker will empower you with the confidence and knowledge you need to affect real
change. You'll find all the tools you need right here—through engaging youth profiles, step-by-
step exercises, and practical tips, you can start making a difference today. This inspiring guide
will teach you how to research ideas, build a team, recruit supportive adults, fundraise, host
events, work the media, and, most importantly, create lasting positive change. Apply lessons
from the business world to problems that need solving and become a savvy activist with
valuable skills that will benefit you for a lifetime!

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion, and the Fall of Imperial Russia by Candace Fleming
Here is the tumultuous, heartrending, true story of the Romanovs—at once an intimate portrait
of Russia's last royal family and a gripping account of its undoing. Using captivating photos and
compelling first person accounts, award-winning author Candace Fleming deftly maneuvers
between the imperial family’s extravagant lives and the plight of Russia's poor masses, making
this an utterly mesmerizing read as well as a perfect resource for learning about history.

Fiction:

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys

World War |l is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a
desperate trek toward freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia,
and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm
Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in
each other tested with each step closer to safety. Just when it seems freedom is within their
grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor status matter as all ten thousand people—
adults and children alike—aboard must fight for the same thing: survival.

The Young Elites by Marie Lu

Adelina Amouteru is a survivor of the blood fever. A decade ago, the deadly iliness swept
through her nation. Most of the infected perished, while many of the children who survived were
left with strange markings. Adelina’s black hair turned silver, her lashes went pale, and now she
has only a jagged scar where her left eye once was. Her cruel father believes she is a malfetto,
an abomination, ruining their family’s good name and standing in the way of their fortune. But
some of the fever’s survivors are rumored to possess more than just scars—they are believed to
have mysterious and powerful gifts, and though their identities remain secret, they have come to
be called the Young Elites




Students should be prepared to test on both books Friday, August 12, 2016.



