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MY MEMORY OF COUNCILL HIGHSCHOOL

lgraduated fram Councill High Schaol in 1966 and afterthe high school dosed due to integration, |
returned tothe schoolto work in 1968 while the elemientary schoaol was still in operation. |was a
teacher's aide with the Educational Improvement Program developed by Federal Programsto give Early
Childhood students a “Head 5tart”. My journey with'the high school began in 1561 after my famiby
moved to the sauth side of Huntswille, Alabama. | withdrew fram the 7" grade at Calvary Hill
Elementary, one afthe city's Blackfeeder schools, to attend the city's only Black high scheol. Most of
the studernts who lived on the south side of the city had been at Coundll since the first prade. The school
housed Elermentary, Juniar and High schoal students. It didn't matterwhere arwhat kind of school you
started in aoross the city of Huntswville; West Clintan Elementary School, Cakeary Hill Junior School or a
private church school, you would eventually enroll &t Councill High School because of your race.

Many students had become friends because they practically grew up together and had spent sa marmy
years inthe same school. The teachers knew them and their parents as they passed through the grade
gystem. | had been in at lzast four different schools since | started so | didn't have that experience at
Councill like many of them did. | was newtothe school and the neighborhoed. | made friends with
several older and younger students during the five to ten-minut e walk from Madisan Street to Pelham
Street.

Inschool, | guickly leamed the comman theme heard inthe hallways and classrooms of the schoal " ou
fallow the rules, and finish your lessons”. You didn't want trouble fram amy ofthe teachers and
especially fram Mr. Hormce Fields, our principal. | den’t remember seeing him smile but | did remember
the stare. One day | saw him standinginthe hallway whers he stood most days because he muld seein
several directionsfrom that point, maink the girt's and boy's restrooms. The main spotswhers students
would hang out when theywasn't in class. There were no other studentsinthe hall at that time. | didn't
think he knew me, so Teelingout of place, |tried to pass with 2ase on my way backto class. He said,
“Madry, where are you supposedto be? |wassurprised that he knew my name but not afraid because
he was soft-spoken and quite proper, nat asharsh like [thought he would be. | answered and quickly

went to my dass. | realized that day that no student was inwisible at Councll.

| had average academic grades but | struggled in math, | had taken a math dassunder Mrs. Helen
Fearn's class but felt it wastoo large and she appeared to have no patience with slower student, sa |
wias assignto Mr. Roper, a mathematician, and he became my teacher. Once he was aware of my
struggle, hewould stop by my desk to do one-on-oneteaching until | was able to understand what he
hadtaughtthat day. That class l&ft an imprint upon metothis day. |learned the importance of ateacher
making a real connection with students and because of him, teaching became my career.

Attending sport games were my main adivities during my high school years. fthere were a football
games and the band played, | would followwhen they traveled 1o play other blackteamsinthe dty ar
the state, Basketball was my favorite although | was not a great player, Wheneverthere were basketball
games at school orthe Scruges Street Community Center, |wasthere. The anlytime | played on teams

wias in my physical education dass and because of my lowe farthe game; | was selectad by my P.E.



teacher to play acompetitive game against the [ady teachers. It was a fundraiserand | made the only

score farourteam.

The highlight of my junioryear of 1965 | qualified farthe Diversity Dccupation Program (DO). Many feht
at thattime that studentswho excalled in the Liberal Education Curriculum ar had-an intellectual
foundation did not needtotake 0.0, because it anly prepared students forindustrial education. Mr.
Willie Minga Clark, the instructar, counseled and educated studentsin technical and wvocational skills,
Then he scouted different businesses to find employers who would be interested in hiring part-time
studentsto leam atrade onthe job. |was okay with a DO pragram that taught you how to waork,
submit te autharity, and “resped superiors”.

My schedule wasto attend regular dasses until lunchtime then eportto 0.0, building outside afthe
school. |wanted to become a beautican because | already did my hair and a few folks in my
neighborhoad. | made a few daollars in doingso. Mr. Clark scheduled me towork in Mary's Beauty
Shoppe an Church Street. Actually, warkingin the shop gave me sa much experience. Maostly | deaned
and shampooed hair but in orderta improve my ability in hot combingand curling hair, | had to secure
my own customersto come tothe shap, and dotheir hairunder supervision. Atthe end ofthe year, the
school hadto attend a competition with other bladk high schools inthe state. Councill provided the
transportation, reom, and board inthe Gaston Hotel. The event was in Anniston, AL | had signed up for
the msmetology competition but did not qualify because | wasn't informed that | needed to bring my

owntools. Never-the-less; | enjoyed thetrip and students did wintrophizs to take back to the schoal.

In my seniar year in 1966, Mr. Clark had extended hisreachto larger industrial companies and
carparations like NASA, Marshall Space Flight Center, Lockhe ed-Martin Carp., Teledyne Brown, and
Boeing. He signed up Councll students everywhere he could and during that school year, it no longer
mattered what type of student you was in school, the D.O. program beginto serve a5 the intellectual
foundation far career preparation and wasne longer limited totrades and skilled laboer. Any students
whowanted to build their careerwas allowed to takethe class. Onthe job training and bringing home a
paycheck, no matter how small, was agoad thing for students.

On atypical day, Aght after lunch, a group of studentswould load up in Mr. Clark's car and head to
MEFC | was assign to Shippingand Receiving, Buildingd4700, 10 do secretanal office work. He introducad
us andthe process started. We were arientated, badged, and taken to our office. Beery two weeks we
received a paycheck. Mr. Clark had preamanged everything deown to how we would trevel towark each
day. | was assign to ridewith students who owned a car and we helped withthe gas. The student that
became my husband was assigntoa Courier position at MSFCthat allewed him to drive a M ASA vehide
toseveral buildings that included my building. After high school, the State National Bank hired him as a
caurier. M any af the students continued their education and were permanently hired back to position
they held while in high school. 5ome students remained in positions that started inthe 0.0, Program.

That year, | graduated vith my classand it wassad for many studentsinthe 9 10™ and 11" grades as

we found out that those grades were discontinue at Councdill and students were intergraded into schools



where Whites only were attending.

After marriage and my first child, | returned to the Councill 5choal to start my creer on the job training
while attendingAlabama A & M University seeking an education degree to became a certified teacher.
Afterjmining with other Councill students and teachers, we farmed an alumni association (WHCAA) to
preserve the legacy ofthe school and Dr. Clarkwas a member of that board. Today at school class
reunions, students continue te praise the late Dr. Willie Mingo Clarkfar the work he did farthe students
as a Diversity O ccupation (D.0.) teacher of William Hooper Councill High Schoal.

Catherine Madry 5tewart —Class of 1966
fMarch 28, 2019



