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St. John A.M.E. Church

Huntsville, Alabama

April 1997

Bishop Z. L. & Mother
Carrie R. Grady

at St. John for Easter

Banop L L,oand Moner varte R, Grady
hlessed St John with thair visit on Easter
Week-end.

They took thme to share with the youth on
Saturday afterncom and on Sunday maorming
turing the Easter Program. Mother Grady
greeted the church school and the church
during maming worship

During the Easter Seérvice, Bishop Grady
and Pastor McCall, offered pravers for Al
abema AEM Universily President, Dr,
John T, Gibson, and famify

Both the Sancluary Chole and Youlh-
Children's Choir rendersd music fer tha
ZETVINS

Bishop Grady preached from the text, |
Conmhians 15:3-4  He emphasized, “The
fesurreclion happensd! I happened o Je-
sus. W happened 10 Richad Allen! &
hdppened 1o D4 Marin Luther Kmg: Jrt 1t
happened to us!™

We woie happy fo hewve Bishop & Modher
Garady wisd 51 John and ook Torward 1o

Fialupre wisiis

L etter from
Pastor McCall

‘Unless | go away, Hhe Counseior will fod
come b ol Bl a1 owll send Him fo
you.”© John 167

A5 we conlinue 1o celebrale =ach day the
Resumection of ouwr Lord Jesus Christ we
remain grateful for the prayers, suppoil aid
contrbutions of all he afficers and membars
of St. John. We appreciate not only your
commitment 1o yBufown families, bt alsg
your dedication tward the advancemeanl of
Zod's kingdom in the community and abroad
lhrough spreading the liberating gospel of
Jesus Chiist to everyong hrough word and
deed

It 5 = [oy o cdgim feitnialy with each of you
e power of Dinding Satan’s el influsnes
fieertt our lives throwugh the Blood of the
Covenant of Jesus Chiist our Savior. Hisa
privilege to share with each of you the power
of claiming faihiully the promise of Chast,
e Haly Sparl

Lot wus econtinee mightily in infercessory
prayer and Cormmunity cooperation tor the
enhancemant of our youth, eldedy, chirches,
schools, communilies, the poor, homeisss,
frumgry, hopeless amd helpiess, Lel us con-
tinue to claim by fzithful prayer the power of
the Biood of Jeésus fo bind Satan's mflusnce
from our lives and to also claim by prayes iba

ST SUEE
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St. John Hosts District
Conference

St John will host the South Birmingham-
Humntsville District on April 25-26, The
conference will begin with opening worship
service on Friday moming at 9:00 a.m
Workshops and business sessions will be
heid throughout the day. The conference will
conclude on Saturday moming. Presiding El-
der £. L. Blankenship will preside. Mambers
of the Fifty+ Club will sorve as hosi and
hosiesses.

Districd Conference is one of five conferences |

heldd in the AME Church, The Disirict Confér-
ance is comprised of ministers, evangelisis,
presidents of missionary societies and one
steward from each Quaredy Conference
within & presiding elder's distric. The confer-

shall meet ance each year al a time o
be set by the presiding elder and the place 1o
be =el at the Annual Planning Meeting of the
presiding elder. Business of the conference
includes: 1) provide for the presiding ekder’s
suppodt, showld the Annual Conference fail 1o
| do so, ) examine applicanis for admission
into the conneclion and make recommends-
lions to the Annuel Conference, 2) make
committee reports and 4) observe religious
senvices,

Plan now to attend the conference, especially
the Friday evening worship service at 7 p.m.

Candlelight March

“Brighten The Comner Where You Arg” was
ihe theme for the Annual Stewardess Gan-
| dielight Service on Sunday, March 16 al
4:00 p.m, Rev. Herbert Cartwright and the
choir from First Missionary Baptist Church,
Decatur, joined us for the service, Represen-
tatives from Slewardess/Deaconess and
Steward/Descon  Boards from churches
throughout the area were present.  We were
chaltenged in "The Occasion™ by Ms. Doris
Dutlaw, 55 well as in the sermon by Rev,
Cartwright. A receplion was held following
the service in the 5 5 Hereford Fellowship
Hall. M=, Kathiyn Dulaney is thie Stewandess
Board pressdent

Church School Easter
Program

By Sherry Paltan

The Annuzl Church School Easter Program
was held during the Church School hour on
Easter Sunday. The program began with an
Eastar parade of ihe children of St John,
adomed in Easter outfits and bearing pastel
colered balloons

Farlicipanis recited speeches, rendersd in-
strumental selectkons, and presented a skil,

Meagan Speighl gave the moming prayer.
Marniah Wilkins recited "Easter,” Couriney Bur-
well recited “Easter Lives," Domonigue and
Monigue Fitchard recited "Happy Easter Day "
and Michaela Brown recited “Why." Phoebe
Bowser played 8 piant selection. Adnana
Sconlers reciled “Easter,” Devanie Brooks re-
ciled “I'm Thankful,” Darmyl Gaines racited
"‘Happy Easter,” Lamy Davis recited “Some
Day,” and Brandon Wallace recited “My
Friend." Aleya Henry played a saxophone

| selection, accompaniad by her father, Mr. Kad

Henry on the omgan. Ken Burwell recited
"Heep Jesus" Felicla Burwell reciied “Easter
Time,” Amber Davis reciled " Would Knhow
it's Easter,” Kyle Burwell recited “Light in the
Tomb,” Wesley Henry recited “Beneath the
Cross,” Bobby Rice recited “Grest Way to
Starl the Day,” and Sheena Bowser played a
piano selection,

Meagan Speighi, Geoffrey Brown, Bobby
Rice, Brandon Wallace, Christina Sanders,
Michaesl Goggans and Mrs. Thalia Love-
Brown presented an Easter skit enfitied *The
Easter Miracle Through the Eyes of Children,”

The program concluded with a closing poem
by Elany Washington.

We appreciate the work of Mrs, Ellen 'Wash-
ington, Mrs. Zelda Goggans and Mrs. Rose
Bell. Thanks to Mrs. Wilkins and Mrs. Jill
Burwell for props.

You did a great job!

' Children & Youth Enjoy
' Easter Egg Hunt &Pizza

By Giala MeCall

| March 28, 1997 was a day filed with fun
and fellowship. To stan off the day, we
received a message from the firsd lady of
the Minth Episcopal Disticl, Mother Carrie
R. Grady. Shelalked aboul Christ's death
on Good Frday and his resurrection on
Easter morming. After being blessed by her
presence along with our 111th bishop,
Bishop Z L. Grady, the twelve and
younger group enjoyed the Easter Egg
Hunt which took place oulside.  Meagan
Speight, Ken Burwell and Michaela

e | Brown won Easter baskels.

| Finally, 10 end the day full of aclivities, we
| enjoyed a maal of pizeas.

| What a way 1o celebrate Chrisl's crucifixion
| and resurrection’

| Mr. Rufus Gilmore Il
: Honored

| S0 John honored Mr, Rufus Gilmore 111 for
his dedicated service as Director of MusSic
al 5t. John AME. Church on Easler Sun-
day. March 30, Bishop Z. L. Grady pre-
seled & plague 1o Mr, Gilmore for owut-
slanding senvice and dedicalion from Pas-
tor & Mrs. McCall, Choirs, Officers and
membears of St Jobhn,

Mr. Gilmore has served a5 musician and :

Cirector of Music at St John for 19 years.

.~ Pastor's Message
[ (oontinued)

vy friam i 1l

liberating power of the Holy Spir in us.
“We have nol bacause wa 3sk nol.”

Thank you for using His pdeser &0 Yo "0
bind™ and “1o loose” N our wafare wilth
Satan and to fghl couragecushy agans
drugs, violence, sexual promiscuity, and
illiteracy,

Easter Cantata

The combined chairs af 5L John & M.E. Church,
Church Street Cumberiand Presbyteran Ghurch
and Phillips C.M.E. Church presanted an Easter
Cantata, "The Christ, The Cross, The Crown®
on Paim Sunday, March 23, 1997 at 4:00 p.m. at
St. John AM.E. Church.

There was a [ovful noise in the church, The
program began with a Prelude, "1 Wil Glory In
The Cross.” The air was then filled with the

voices of the choirs, Mol anly did the voices fill
ihe air with prefty sounds, bl the instrumenis
added to the joyful sound.

The songs were sung with éxciternent and they
iold a message. The message was highiighted
by narration, 11 you lisdensd cargfufly 1o the story
and the songs, they fold the whole siory of
JESUS

The songs sung wem: 0 Lamb of GOO7
"Hozanna, Hozanna!', "No One Ever Spoke as
the Man', *Thanks Be lo God', “Nothing Less
Than A Mirecle”, "The Lord's Prayer”, "The
Chrigt, The Crogs, The Crown” “Ha Ohaved
| Unfo Death” and *We Remembered MHis Pas-
| siov. "

Mr. Rufus Gilmare 1l direcled, Mrs, Naeli Brad-
ford was pianist, Dr. Henrene Smoot was or-
ganist, Mr. Arthur Wesley was percussionis,
and Mre. Mattie B. Ezell was narrator,

& reception was held folowing the Canlata.
Mrs, Bessie M. Smith and helpers prepared a
beautiful and delicious table of refreshments.

| Future Generations

By Rosa WWalker

| GodsParents+Children+ Teachers+Volunteers
=Buccess|

Al parents hope for the best life has to offer for
thesr children. They give love, instill values, give
inspiration and praise, listen to the streggles of
growing up, and provide guidance, Their aspira-
fions and goals are (o provide a sound foundation
on which their chilkd can redy for support

i CTTINLEE S gyt i
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African Singers Perform
in Huntsville/Madison

By Kirm Broven

' Spectators on Wednesday Aprl 2, al 7:00

p.m, wera in for a real treatl  The Affrican

| Children's Choir, which has been lownng

Morth America and Europe since 1584, de-
lighted the hearts of many on their visit o

| Alabama. Young, obd, black and white came
| oul and shared in this exdraordinary event al
| Asbury United Melhodist Church in Madison,

| The children, ages & through 13, were former
| slaves in the East African countries of

Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya and Southern Su-
dan. The children came from poverny-siricken
homes and are cared for and educaled by
Friends |n the Wesl, the choirs parent organi-
zation. Ray Bamett, president of e organi-
zation, started the project as a means of
helping innocent people survive, The children
sang wel-known songs as well as some nol 50
popular ones. The children played musical
instruments and danced down the aisles, smil-
ing the whole time. The Afrcan Chikdren’s
Conned was reslly an omistanding eyent

Future Generations

FC i frods pogge 3

A parent’s influence begins at bith and lasts
a lifetime. Consistent nurturing and training
are the backbone for the child's effort o make
their parants proud.  Connecting and bonding
will provide the child with confidence, inde-
pandence, and a strong sense of self-worh,
The greatest of all these things is the daily
modeling and afirming of a Godly life

Marian Wright Edelman, in her book, The
Measure of Our Success states - "Il is the
responsibility of every adult-especially par-
ents, educators, and religious leaders - 1o
make sure the children hear what we have
lgarmed from the lesson of life and to hear
over and over thal we love them and that they

| arg nod alene.”

Future Generaions—our children—seek and
need your prayess and supporl. Please share
one Salurday a month by providing an ennch-
el ackivity or luloving,

St. John AM.E. Church
on the World Wide Web
9B st John AME. Church has

oy website on the Intermnel.  The
LRL{address) for the website is

hitp: imembers_aal comistjohnamehistjohn. html

The gutline of information on the websiie is;

I Church Picture, address, telephone number
Il. History OFf St John

[, Manistries of the church

IV, information about Services

V. A lisd of Organizations in the chunch

VI Announcemenis about upeoming events
Vil Link 1o 5L John & M.E.N, on ihe Internel

5t. John's websile also  Incledes links 10 olher
webhsites  like: Hupisville, Alabama. ASM
University, AME Church Nel {an un-officiai
network of AME related information on the
Internet), and historical information on the AME
Churgh

If you have access ko the Intamet, take a look at
81, John's wabsiis:. E-mail sepggestions and
comments io stjohnameh@aol.com.

There aré many offwer AME Churchas swith
websites on the Internet.  Some of the sites are:

AME Church Network(Un-official)
http:fweb2 aimail.net’'quinnchp!
I amec_net.hitm

| Reid Temple AME Church- Lantham, MD
| http:ifwww.rtamec. org/mainw.htm

| Mother Bathel - Philadelphia, PA
httpziwwrw libertynet.orglina’_bethel. himl

| First AME - Manaszas, VA&
hittp:ihewnw, 20four? . comffame

Metrapolitan AME - Washington D.C
hitp:imetro-amec.arg

&lso visi the websilta

W aaw e comiaac,htmi
for a direciory of African American Churches
on the Infernet.

Sun Mon Tne Wed Thu Fri Sar
i | | 2 _ 3
B3 ami Cub Scouts
| (00 o, Trastee
| Hoard
) pm.
Childres ot Choa
| 30 pon. Gospel
Chos |
4 5 O 7 8 9 _ 10
o um - Ipen WS
) . Wamid Salke
H X0 am te i pm 330 pon Youth Chai
Chureh Schicsd Franer Sorvios, EUERTETH 4:30 pum. Goapel
(A0 am Woarship Halble o, Nfabe Chaorus Claoir
Coteghism Class U3 pm YPD
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
[Mother’s Day |
EE30 um ;) pram |
K hwarche Selioed Prayer Sarvies, | |
(150 mm Worship Hible Class, AP | 0k pm B30 wm Cub Sconts
‘o SOLIRCE Caterhism Class  S00cioars Choir  ale Chorus 30 pom
payment deadline | [hbdresYouh Choie
1
4 - k. .
|
. 18 19 20 21 22 Z2x | 24
;‘HJLI am 730 am
Chiarch Schioc Food 3OLTRCE
0150 am Warship ; Distritustion
| B 30 CHcnd Boamd :':"!J.rpm IIh'i:'I'lI pm ;l.‘rl'l:r]'r_m |
AR pom. Stewnnd Prayer Servio, Burciuany Clwlr Male Clionis |
Haoard Mesting {Bable Clasa, |
[ Crtechism Class 430 pom
Craeped Choat
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
O 33 um i Wk [0 i pom
Chuarels Sihexd Memarial D Pranyit Servioe Runciuar Char
TESEE s Woarshap CHMaservesl il Ul

Cilechism Clase
Larve Fuast
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| Important Dates to Remember
April 18 Eagle Scout Court of Honor, Lee Williams i,
7:00 pomy,, Bt John
April 20 Mister & Miss Y.P.D. Contest, 5:00 p.m. 5. Paul, Scottshor
April 25,26 South Birmingham-Huntsville District Conference

St dahi AAME. Church - Huslsville
April 27 112th Church Anniversary, 10:50 Worship Service
Piano Recital, Students of Mr. Rufus Gilmaore, 4:00 p.m

May 4 Men's-Women's Day, Little Indian Craek Baptist Church, 6:00 L
Rev. McCall will preach, the Sanctuary Cheir will sing

May 10 WMS Yard Sale, 6:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

112th Church Anniv CEsary

1. Jofin will celebrate our 11246 Church Anniversary on Sunday, April 27 during the 106:50
a.m. worship service, Rev. W, G. Treadwell, Presiding Elder of the East Alabama Confer

jonce, will be the guest preacher

Br. Katie Blanding, Chairperson

- Jobm A MOE, Church
239 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(205) 534-3265

(205) 534-0828 Fax

stjohnamehi@aol.com

Rl Reverend Z. L. Grady, Presiding Bishop
Reverend Dr. E. L. Blankenship, Prasiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor
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Huntsville, 4lahama

June 1897
| Marrow Donor Program: Letter from
' Drive for Teresa Smith Pastor McCall
‘.-!'gnd DthEI'S ‘Prayer becomes life and life becomes
The need for mi- prayer.” - John Killenger

nority  donors ix

especially great!

Because  marrow
fypex are inher-
ided in the same
way ay skin, eve
and hair color, a
patient’s  best
chance of finding
a maiched donor
is with xormeone
from the same
racial or ethnic

background.

| Thanks to the miracke of medicine and the
gift of a stranger, patients, with fatal blood
| diseases such as leukemia, have been saved
ihmough &8 mamrow transplant. Bul thousands
| more are hoping 1o find thal one special
person who matches them. St John's mem-
ber, Teresa Smith, is one such person seek-
ing & matching donor because levkemia has
owerlaken her blood system. You can pro-
| vide the living gift of life by signing up as a
I voluntesr marrow donor.
| Volunteer donors must be between the ages
| of 18 and 60, in good general health and not
excessively overweight, To be added to the
Mational Mamow Donor Program Regisiry,
volunleers must sign a consenl form and
have a small sample of blood drawn for
testing.

Let us all join logether 1o save the life of
Teresa Cobb Smith and others with her

condstion.

Junc 24 'Redstone Arscnal  %am. - 12 pm
MICOM, Sparkman
:'I:J.'-‘Iﬂr:r
June 27 | Alsbama A& M Tam -7 pm
School of Basingss
| Bultipurpose Cir.
June 28 | Blue Spring Bam. -4 pm
| Recrepianal
{ Center
June 20 | SL John AMLE. Eam -4 pm,
[ Church
June 0 | LUAH Ymm =2 pom,
| University Cenfer
—— —

We celebrate separations and passages
throughout our lives - separation from high
school to higher education, separation from
baing single 10 mamage, from collega, gradu-
ale, rade or professional school to the work-
place, separalion from our employment fo
refirement, elc, We can, howewer, plan, enjoy
and look forward to each of our passages
*when prayer becomes life and life becomes

prayer.

My wife, family and | thank each of you for
your support and for your ylelding o the guid-
ance of the Hoty Spint not only during the
significant passages of your lives bul also,
especdally for your meeting the needs of the
people of GOD, Congratulations o each of our
graduates and refirees thal we recognize this
month! We celebrate with each of you, your
significant fransitions. Thanks alsc fo each
father and every significant person who re-
flects to our children the spirtual meaning of
the fatherhood of God,

Please also highlight on your calendar June
24-30, 1987, the screening dates for the bone
marmow drive on behall of Teresa Cobb Smith
and olhers in need. As we celebrate Heritage
Sunday on June 29, let us all affirm at SL

iy an paage 1)
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| held at St. John AME on June 29 from & a.m.

Gind s Peaple
Jor a New Age -
Living in a Mul-
ttcultueral Soci-

ety.

YPD Volunteers

The YPD will serve 85 voluniesrs duning e
Bone Marmow Drive that is scheduled io be

o 4 p.m. Youth will assist by senving smacks,

directing parking, and greeling donors. Youth
are to dress comfortably, and be on time.

Annual Missionary Day

S1. John A M.E. Church and the members of |
the Batty E. Demick Women's Missionary Soci- |
ety observed Missionary Day on Sunday, May |
25. ,

The theme for this year's observance was
taken from the Connectional WMS theme,
“God's People for 8 New Age - Living in a
Muificulfural Sociefy.” The program included
participation by two S1. John members who are
from countries other than the United States.
Mrs. Katherine Matand read the poem, “The
Cold Within,™ in French. Mrs. Kani McCray, of
Korea, read the litany, “Aiming For A Higher
Calling.”

We were richly fed Tfrom the Word with the
message by Sister Betty Robinson, from
Psalm 137:1-4. Sister Robinson is currently |
the Assistant o the Pasior al Handy Chapel
AM.E. Church in Gadsden, Alabama. She is
especially dear 10 our hears because she is |
the former Area Chairperson for our WMS
area, the Agnes Cooper Area,

Annusl Day chairperson, Mrs. Eleanor Bur- |

nett, presanted a gift to the St John Nursery |
from the Belly E. Dermick W.M.S. The presi- |
dent, Mrs. Sandra Connaway, urged all
members of St John 1o be active members of
the WiiS, especially the men.

The WMS thanks the church family for its

generosity and cooperation. The yard sale |
and bazaar was a financial success and a fun |
filled day for everyong who took par [

I

|
Mrs. Mydell Smith, Chairpersoen |
Mrs. Sandra Connaway, President !

Pastor's Letter

T emirmved frevm poge 1

John our common hertage in Jesus Chnst who
came not o be served bul to serve and to give
His life a ransom for many. Through Jesus
Christ alope, our lives become prayer and
prayer becomes life in Him.

Homer L. McCall, Il
Speaks at Church School

Convention in Birmingham
By Kimiberly Brown

The youth of St. John A.M.E. Church partici-
pated In the Annusl Sunday School Conven-
tion, Friday, June B, at Grant's Chapel AM.E.
Church in Birmingham, Alabama. The first
order of business was the eleciion of new offi-
cars for the South Birmingharm-Hunisville Dis-
frict Sunday School Convenlion. Miss Kim-
berly Brown was elected Assisiant Secrelary.

Afler elections, the congregalion divided imto
groups, by ages, for classes. Afler classes,
everyone adjourned 1o the sanciuary fora brief
meeting of speakers. The meeting was fol-
lowed by the Annual Worship Senvice, The
sermon was delivered by Reverend Samuel
Walker, pastor of Greater St. Peul AME.,
Scottshorg,

At 700 p.m., the Annual Youth in Actlon Ser-
vice was held. Mr. Homer L. McCall, Il was
the speaker for the evening. He was introduced
by his sister, Miss Gale McCall. His speech

| was anfitied, °| Believe | Can Fly.” Winners of

the Poster and Essay Contest were announced
fodlowing the speech. The day concluded with

| @ reception, A District picnic was helkd on

Saturday.

Attendees from SL John were: Marcus Bailey,
Briona Brown, Kimberly Brown, Angela
Campbell, Gale McCall, Rakita Sconiers, Mr.
Claudewell Campbell, Bro. R. B. Hereford,
Sr., and Pastor and Mrs. MeCall.

Mr. Lonnie Martin is the District Sunday School
Supenntendent and Rewarend Or. E L.
Blankenship is the Presiding Elder.

Youth Day

"Glowing, Growing and Going for ChrsF is the

A M.E. Conneclional Young People's Division .

(YFLD) moilo and was the theme for this year's
Youth Day observance ai 51, Johnm on Sumday,
duneg 8 Our youth are indeed growing In
Christ. They wemne glowing for Chiist with
iheir participation in the service and they are
going for Christ is their Christian service.

Honors & Awards

Perfect Attendance
Scholarship from Girds |

Sheena Bowser
| AJB Hanar Rodl
Geoffery Brown
ASE Honor Roll
Poerfect Altendance

Each YPDwer did an ouistanding job in his or | Kim Brown
Placed 5th in Stale Finals-400 meter run

her parficipation in the worship service,

The sermon was delivered by a son of St
John, Reverend Chekibe Holman. Rev. Hol-
man is currently a student &t Turmer Theologi-
cal Seminary in Atlanta, Geongia. His message
weis fromm the texd | Sarmuel 30:1-8 and entitlad
“Prayer Changes Things®. He encouraged us
o pray as we go through our Ziglag experi-

| ences in life,

Miss Celeste Gilmore |5 the Y.P.D. President,
Ms. Claudinette Purifoy is the ¥.P.D. Direc-

tor and Mrs. Sandra Connaway is the W.A.S.
Prasident,

' Student Honors & Awards

Recognition
By Homer L 8cCall, 11 and Rosa Walker

GOD + PARENTS + STUDENTS +
TEACHERS= SUCCESS

Youth of 51 John AM.E. Church, we are
proud of you, We salule you for your efforls,
hard work, and paticipation in the 1996-97
school year. We congrafulate the following
students who submitied information about
their achievements. They were honored dur-
ing Church School on Youlth Sunday, June 8,
1887

Brittney Bell
A8 Honor Roll
Governor's Physical Filness Award
Chair Awand
Willlam Garl Bell, Jr.
AB Honor Roll
Perfel Attendance
Phoebe Bowser
AE Honor Roll

| Kenneth Buraell Jr.
| Perect Attendance

nc,

President's Award for Physical Filness

| Kyle Burwell

BB Honor Rall
| Angela Campbell
' Owerall "B" Average
I Perfect Attendance
Concerl Band
Marching Band

Chad Campbell
Cwerall *B” Average

Other Students)
Elliot Conner

NP for Basaball

Jerard Gibson
Bata Honor Sockety
Received 4 Academic S
Actepled Morehouse
Justin Gibson
Honer Stuedeni
Student Coundgil

Band

Pricle Cluly

. Michael Goggans, Jr.
A Honor Haoll

Lieutenan! Governors Awand

Aihletic Award
Chvoir Awnard

Govammeant Science Club

Amerncan Red Cross Disaster Club

Super Computing Award
Member of SHOTS({Sludents Halping

Who's Who Among American High
School Students

Leadership Award in Basketball
Sophomone Class President
Captain Boys Varsity Basketbail
Hunisville Times All-Metro Boys
Basketball Team
Alabama H.5. Athletic Assoc.
Toumament Award

cholarships
College

- onnmmed on page 4)
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Honors & Awards
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Jana G
AB Honor Roll
A Honor Roll for Semester
Aleya Henry
AMB Honor Roll
Malcolm fekauche
A Honor Rodl
Duke University Maotivalion for Aca-
demic Performance Certificale
Mational Physical Fitness Award
DARE Program Certificate
Delroy Lewis
AB Honor Roll
1847 Leadership Conference
Representative for Alabama

Ashley-Ann Lott

heademic Achisvement in Reading
Certificate of Achievement for
Runming Start
Challenge By Reading 21 Books
in one month
Erin Johnetta Lott
Mational Honor Sociely Awand
Cheedeading Award
Mational Fitness
Music Award
Honor Chedr Award
- Outstanding Soloist Award
| Gale McCall
AB Honer Roll
! Perfect Attendance
Cerificate of Achievement - A grada
paint average Tor the year
HSN City School Gold Card
Brooke Rankin
A Honor Roll
Beta Glub
Mational Merit Scholar
Who's Who Among American High
Schonl Students
Varsity Chearleader (captain 87-98)
; Mational Mathematics Award
| Bobby Rice, Jr.
Perfect Attendance
Brittany Robinson
A Honor Roll
Perfect Attendance
Accelerated Reading Cenilicate
Music Awaard

Honors & Awards

Christina Sanders
A Honor Rell
Presidential Award for Physical
Fitness
Meagan Speight
AB Hanor Roll
Eric Thomas Il
Honor Guard
| AgroSpace Team
Spanksh Club
{ Wha's Who Among American High
i School Students

| Kristin Thompson

A/B Honor Rall

Perfect Attendance
Brandon Wallace

& Honor Roll
Janell Willlams

Youth of the year for the

siate of Alabama

Lea Williams 111

JV and Varsity Basaball
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= Reammt|  Refirees
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| Mrs. Mattie Brown Ezell

i o

Mrs. Ezell retired from the Huntsville City Schools
on June 1, 1997. She tawghl English in the
Choctaw and Madison County School Systemn for
fhirty-one years and three months. She was a
member of numerious professional organizations
which include HEA, AEA, and NEA.

Kir. James 0. Heyward Sr.

Mr. Heyward will retire from Alabama ASM Uni-
versity on July 1, 1987. He has served as Direc-
|tur of Admissions for thirteen yaars. Mr. Heyward
| was a career Ammy officer and refired from active
service in September 1883 with the rank of
Colonal having served in key command and stafl
positions in the United S1ates and overseas. He
is a graduate of the Ammed Force Staff College
and the U.S. Amy Personnel Management for
Executives Program and has done addilional
work loward an Ed.5. Degree at Alabama AGM
Universily.

oAb HIT AT O gl N

- !

Retirees

A omtanued from page 4)
Mrs. Martha Smith

Mrs. Smith refired from Hunisville Hospiial
after thirty years of service as a nurse. She
worked as a staff nursa, charge nursa, and a
supervisor. Mrs. Smith graduated from UAH
with a BS in Mursing. Mrs. Smith is the wife of
| Mr, Chades Smith and the daughter of Mr.
| and Mrs. Curlis Long.

1997 GRADUATES

Elany Washington graduated from the Al
abama ASM Child Development Center. She
will attend ASFL Elementary School next year.
Elany is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joe Wash-

High School Graduates

Brian Jerome Baldwin

| Brian s the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jemry J.
Baldwin. He is a graduate of J. 0. Johnson
High School where he served as president of
the 1988-87 senior class; vice-president of the
1985-96 junior class; and tuba section leader
of both the marching and conced bands. As a
student he received numerous school recogmi-
fions and community awands wisich include: (1)
20 Dislinguished Young Men of Huntsville
18597 Youlth Leadership Award; (Z) Al Ameri=
can Scholar; (3) Who's Who Among American
High School Students; (3) selection as the J.

¥ | &, Johnson Hugh O'Brian Youlh Foundation

Ambassador, (4) Cerificates of Scholastic
Achlevement from the Delta Sigma Thela
Sororily, Inc.; and (5) a scholarship award from
the University of Alabama-Birmingham for a
project on rocket simulation that was entered in
the “Super Computer Expo 87.° Additional
scholarship awards have been granted by: (1)
Delta Theta Lamda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fratemity, Inc.; (2) Alabama A&M University;
{3) Tuskeges University/Presidential Scholar-
ship; (4) University of North Alabama Leader-

| Alabama State University Band Scholarship.
| Brian has parficipated in the Depariment of

Defense (DOD) Science and Engineering Pro-
gram for three consecutive summers. He IS an
Eagle Scout and a former senior Palrol Leader
with Troop 102, He has served with the “Youth
Chair, Junlor Usher Board, and Young People's
Departmert (YPD) of St. John AME. Church.
Bran plans to aftend Alabama A&M University in
the Fall of 1987 and pursue a degree in Physics
with the ultimate aspiration of becoming a Physi-
cist,

Chad Matthew Campbell

Ched is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Claudwell
Campbell. He is a graduate of Hazel Green High
Schood Class of 1887. He graduated with an
advanced diploma, While enrolled al Hazel
| Green, Chad was a member of many erganiza-
figns and & recipient of many swards. Some
achlevements Include the Alabama ASM Univer-
sity Achievement Award, Della Sigma Theta
Achievement Award, member of honor roll, Cer-
fificate of Merit for participation in the Eighth
Annual Alabama Pre-College Supercomputing
Exposition, and was a member of Junior ROTC,
Boy Scouts of America, Eagle Scouls, and Span-
ish Club, Chad plans to attend Alsbama ASM
University and pursue a degree in Compuler
Eciance.

Darrall Ezall

Darrell is the son of Mrs. Mattie B, Ezell. He
graduated from Lee Jones High School. He was
a member of Bela Thela Chi (vice-president),
Future Business Leaders of America, Concerd
' Band, Drama Club, Key Club, Concert Chair,
| Environmental Club, Thespian Society, Magnet
| Photography, Studenl Council Represenistive,
| Peer Mediator and Tech Theater. He was Delta
Alpha Psu Swestheart his junior wear and
Gamma Zigma Phi sweetheard his senlor year.
Darell's communily involvement includes Boys
Scouts of America Troop 102, Eagle Scoul, Al-
abama Cooperalive Extenslon System 4-H Chib,
NAACE and COARM, Awards received include:
{1} Delta Lamda Chaper's Youth Challenge
Speaker at the Alpha Phi Alpha Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Breakfast (1993), (2) Baypass Corpora-
tion's keynote speaker al Dr. Martin Luther King,
! Jr. Day Gelebration in Atlanta, Geonga; {(3) Altor-

| ney General's Task Force for Juvenile Issues in
! the Alabama School Systen; (4) Lisulenant Gov-
ship Scholarship; (5) University of Alabama in | emor Don Skegleman's Task Force on violence
Huntsville Freshman Merit Scholarship; and (&) | (on the media panel held in Montgomery Al-

abama); (5) Alpha Phi Alpha Delta Lamda Chap-
ter Youth Leadership Honores for Summer Re-

A orimaernd o page G
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1997 Graduates
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treatl at Le Moyne Owens College in Mem-
phis, Tennesses: (B) Whao's Who Amang High
School Students; and (7} Second place award
of Leadership by 20 Distinguished Men of
Huntswille,

Jerard Trenton Gibson
Jerard is the son of Dr. and Mrs. John
Gibson, He graduaied with honers from Bob
Jones High School where he paricipsted in
the Student Government Association and was
a member of the Mational Henor Society,
Mational Latin Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta
Math Honor Society, Senior Advisory Board,
and Junior Civitan. He has also been active in
ihe communily a5 a Red Cross Voluntesr,
D.AR.E. Role Model, High School Tutoral
Senvices, Mational Youth Summer Camp, and
Baob Jones Representative at Model State
(Birmingham Southem). Jerard i3 a member

lief. He will attend Xawvier Lniversity in the fall.

Joe is the son of Attorney Michael Sales and
Attorney Juanita Sales.

College & University ﬁu@aq

Sonya Denise McCall
Sonya is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs, Homer L.

| MeCall. She graduated from Alabama A&M Uni-
! versity with a Master of Science in Physics, She

is working this summer in Los Alamos, MNew
Mexion. She plans o pursue further studies this

| fall &t Morth Carolina State in Raleigh, NC.

Mr=. Thalia F. Lowve

| Thalia F. Love will graduate from the University
| of Alabama (Tuscaloosa) this summer. She will

recéive a Doctorate in Educational Leadership in
Administralion. Thalia Is cumently employed by
Calhoun Community College as Director of De-

[ wetlopmental Education.

Dawn Leonette Hollins

of YPD of St. John AM.E. Church, Junior | Dawn, dasghter of Leon Z. and Carol W.

Usher Board, and Feliaship of Chrstian Slu-
dents, Jerard was awarded a four year schol-
arship fo Morehouse College in Atlanta GA.

Brandy Elizabeth Powers

Brandy is the daughier of Mrs. Mary Powers
and the [ste Alfred Powers. She i3 a gradu=
ate of 5.R. Butler High School where she was
a member of Fulure Home Makers of Amer-
ica, Air Force Junior ROTC, Advance Mix
Choir, Women's Choir, Flag Corp, Omega
Beta Epsilon, Anchor Club, Peer Advisors,
Fellowship of Christian Students, Young Life,
Inder-Act Club, and Fantasy PlayHouse Ac-
tress, Her awards include: AlFCiy Choir, All-
Slate Choir, Sixteen solo and ensemble
medals, and S.R. Butlers Band Mesi Oul-
standing Senior Award. Her future plans in-
clide becoming a United States Marine, al-
tending college while in the service, and after
retiring al the rank of Sergeant Major, she
would like (o slar her own music production
COMpany.

Malik Joe Sales
Joe is & graduate of Hazel Green High School
whera he was & meamber of the Studemt Sow-
emiment Association, Mational Honor Society,
Spanish Club, and 4-H Club. He was glso
very active In the commumnily working with
Habit for Humanity and Tomado Disaster Re-

| Hollins of Potomac, Maryland, and granddauwgh-

fer of Mre, Allean P. Wilking of Humtsville,

| Alabama, received her Degree of Doctor of

Medicine from Bowman Gray School of Medicing
at Wake Forasl University, Winsion-Salem,
MNarth Carolina on May 19, 1997, She will pursue
feer training of residency in Infemal Meadicine at
the University of Vinginia, Charotiesville, Vir-
ginda,

Having retained ber membership at St John
AME, Huniswville, Alabama since August 1382,
Dawn fortified her spiritual anchor through  affili-
afion with Goler Memorial AME Zion Church,
Winslon-Salem, MC while in school for the past
eight years at Wake Forest. Dawn's academic
achievenents include ranking in the 0% per-
centite of her class and membership in Mensa,
an organization for people with high 1O scores
whose purpose (s fostering inteliigence for the
benefit of humanity. She attributes her accom-
plishments to God's blessings, her faith, a loving
and supportive family, and hard work.

Reverend Dr. Kamie C. Smith

' Reverend Dr. Smith received his Doclorate of
| Ministry Degree from United Theological Semi-

nary In Dayton, Ohio on May 17. He is cumently

| serving as the pasior of 51 John AM.E. Church,
| Birmingham, Alabama. Reverend Dr Smith is
| the son of Col. & Mrs. E. C. Smith.

St John AM.E.N.
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Father’s Day ~ ~June 15, 1997

j—[ﬂ My Father prayed for me,

FHad me on Aic mindg
Fater’s Dy

Took e time to pray for me.

Sm so glad fie did
I'm so glad fie dic,
T so glad fie prayed for me!

R ) P P S P P Mg P P M P P PR P P e Mg PR e e

Father's Advice
(Quntes and expressions of our fathers)

“Charity begins at home and then spreads abroad. If you can not show charity to your family, how
cant yemi show charity fo the world?™
Clarence York - Father of Mrs Theresa Henry

“Nething siarting out wrong can ever be made right, so sirive to do right all the time”.
Dr. John T. Gibson - Father of John I1, Jerard, Justin, and Shayla Gibson

One of the most memorable savings of my father, Reverend W. W. Austin, referred to finding
things that did not belong to you. He often said, "Vow may not know who it belongs to but you know
whis it dloesrn’t befewgr fo"

Reverend W. W. Austin - Father of Mrs. Rosetta Williams

We remember two of our Dad's most favorite sayings. " Prepare for war in time of peace,” which
meant pack your books, fix your lunch and get your clothes ready at night for the next school day.
The second saying was, and he would remind us of this quite often, “You are entitled to three
things, “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness " and the rest you will have fo work for ™

Miss Barbara Johnson and Mrs. Janice Johnson-Hereford

As is the case in many black families, there was not a father figure present in our home. Growing up
in the church, I was bombarded with many positive male role models. On moving to Huntsville and
becoming a member of St. John, the pattern of male role models continzed [ am thankful for men
such as Mr. Bernard Powers, Rev. Homer MeCall, Mr. Rufus Gilmore, Dr. Mingo Clark and
many others. It is these type of men that make me proud to be a father and even prouder to be a man.

My mom served as both father and mother, o on Father's Day she receives a Father's Day card from

me,
Submitted by Mr. Jason Brown
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j‘(ﬂ}] Father’s Day ~ ~June 15, 1997 1007
Tﬂtﬁﬂ“ ﬂy Father’s Advice Sun Mon Tue Wed Tha Fri Sat
(Chsotes and expressions of our fathers) e = | it
1 2 3 4 5
As | reflect daily on the practice of praver as revealed in the Bible, in the lives of God's people k30 nm h’:—#’ﬁ
throughout the centuries, and as it is especially unveiled in the ultimate revelation of Jesus Christ, | pm.upw ﬂ"_ﬁﬂi 30 b Yoath Chae |
GOL'S only Son, | recall the words that my father wrote to me in a letter in 1957 during the fall of ' fible Class, o R 'ﬁ 430 :m Gaspel
my freshman year at Morehouse College, He said: "DON'T FORGET T0 PRAY, " s =1 Catechism Clnss i A IR
Submitted by Pastor MeCall 6 7 , 8 9 10 11 12
| 030 s
Clyurch Schinol _
A Father Is ... e 5:30 pum. Youlh Chodr
:ﬂﬂﬂh;::;; | S00TM pm | 500730 pm | S:00-T30pm | 500730 e [ YPD
i S BCE | Wacation Bible | Vacation Bible | Vacation Bible | Vacation Bible
A father is someone who loves and cares for his children. Schuosl Schoal School Schoul Scheul
A father is a person who you can talk to when needing advice, : . — e e el
A father is a person who teaches his kids te know right from wrong. '
A father is someone whe is responsible and shows good examples for his children. 13 14 15 16 i 18 19
A father is a person who encourages his children to become whatever ke/she wants to be. E_hmm:]nw1 PRV SRS
A father is a person whe is willing to spend time and talk with his children and have fun, M50 am Worship | o [ S '
A father ix someone who loves and cares for his children, el it | s Education :Lr:::; =N v e
IR Congress | Congress Congress Cangress P ot .l;].t'u]i:'ﬁm. HHpE
Gerald Teague pedpm i
§t. John A M.E. Church | _' | e |
June 1997
7- | S e 1 | | 22 23 24 25 20
4 | -4 am | 730
Seventh Annual Father-Son Banquet Sk b o
1050} am Worship | Distritution
The Father-Son Banquet is a tradition at St. John. The banguet is sponsored by the Steward Board i .h i o -
and is held the Saturday before Father's Day. This year Col. E. C. Smith was the chairman for the fora o | e - bl e st (O 5l i St
banquet. The speaker was St. John member, Mr. Larry Davis. Fathers, sons and special guests | E.:m.q ey i — e =3 oy
enjoyed an evening of food and fellowship. Each son introduced his father and shared his special | S i) | . S0
comments about his father The father then introduced his son and/or special guest.  Expressions of Mectiag = — -[Ehoir -
love and thanks were often expressed by both fathers and sons. Mr. Lamy Davis shared his ' 27 ‘ 28 29 3M) 31 |
experiences as a son and a father, with the audience. The meal was prepared by Mrs. Bessie Smith . . T
and the food service committee. Several St. John girls served as hostesses. If you did not attend this i3 30 | i ay; Service, 00 p.m
vear, mark your calendar for next vear, This is a significant experience for men of all ages Charch Schoal | | itile Class, Bemctumry Choir |
1050 am Warship | Charch Schoal techism Clias
Wamen's Day Iiji.lll.ll'l.] Mectimg Love Feasl i
|
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Important Dates to Remember

June 24-30  City wide Marrow Donor Program Drive

June 29 Marrow Screening,
=t John AM.E. Church, &am. -4pm,

July 7-11 Vacation Bible School, 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. nightly

July 1417 8th District Christian Education Congress,
Mabile, Alabama

July 20 Church Schoal Anniversary
July 21-28  Revival, 8:30 p.m. nightly
July 26 Annual Women's Retreat, 5am. - 4 p.m,

July 27 Annual Women's Day, 10:50 Worship

Thouaht for the Month

"When you are prayerful, you are careful,”

- Selected

SL John A.M_E. Church
229 Church Strcet
Hunisville, Alabama 35801
(205) 534-3265

(205) 534-6828 Fax

stjohnameh@aol.com

Rt. Reverend Z. L, Grady, Presiding Bishop
Reverend Dr. E. L. Blankenship, Presiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Inside This Issue:

Pastor McCall's Message

Marrow Donor Screening

Father's Day

Retiree and Graduate Recognition

. Non-profit

LIS, Postage
PAID
Huntswille, AL
Parmid Mo, 240

MR. & MRS. ROBERT HEREFORD, SR
6305 MATIC ROAD
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35810
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First Quarterly
Conference Held During
Morning Service on
November 5th

Presiding Elder E. L. Blankenship held tha
first Quarterly Conference of the conference
year on Sunday, Novermnber 5th. He issued
licenses to preach in the AME. Church to

| Brother David Perry, Brother Micah Perry

and Brother Raymond Nomel,

Pastor McCall appointed and Presiding Eider
Blankenship confirmed the Steward for this
2000 - 2001 conferance year

The Stewards ara:
Mr. Jerry Baidwin
Mr. Wiliam Carl Bell, Sr.
Bir. Everell E Brooks, Sr,
Dy, James |. Dawson
Dr. John T, Gibsan, Sr,
Mr. Rufus Gilmora, Il
M=. Patricia Grier
Col. {Ret.) James O. Heyward, Sr
Dr. Jeannatle Jones
Mrs. Nedra L. McDanial
Bir. Otha Owans, Sr.
D, Clifton Pearson
M. Willie Sandifer
M, Eddie C. Sharrod
Col (Ret) E. C. Smith, Sr.
hirs. Martha Smith
Mrs, Vanona Waltan

Sitewar
bir. Arthur A, Burks, Sr,

The sermon for the 10:50 am, service was
preached by Presiding Elder Blankenship.
His text was taken from |salah 81 and the
messags was entitled “Wha ls Your Uzziah?
Music was renderad by the Sanctuary Choir
and Included salections “Shower Down on
Me A Blessing” and “Just Have Faith in God

Pastor McCall's
Letter

He took her by the hand and
saud to her, "Talithe Koumi™
witich means, "Littie gid, | say
10 o, gaf upt
- Mark 5:41

"GET UP! GO TO JESUS!®

There are three miracles, as you know, recarded
in the fifih chapler of Mark. Taken logather they
underscore the holistic mindstry of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. The healing of the demaniac, the
sick woman, and tha raising of ihe dead girl. each
of these miracles taken fogether, emphasize the
fact that whan we surrender by faith to Jesus
Christ, He gives us victory in MIND, BODY, and
aPIRIT! Do you wan! victary in Jesus today? Are
there perplexing problems. difficull pecple and
painful situations in your life that seem insur-
mountable? Are you faced with cbstacles thal
seem o obstruct your path lo joy and peace?
Then Jesus' words to you and me today are as
true. clear, and ampowering as they were to the
demonias, the diseased woman, and the dead
girl. He tells us today:

“Come out of this man, you evil spirit!” (5:8)
"Daughier, your faith has haaled youw." (5:34)
"Don't be afraid only believe.” (5:38)

“Little girl. | say to you, get up!” (5:41)

"We become whal we think about most af the
L v rved’ o E\..g.' i
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Church School Anniversary
and Promotion Day
| Observed on
| Heritage Sunday

By Britiney Bell

| The 3L John A. M. E. Church School Anniver-
| =ary was opened with inspiraional praiss
dances fram our Praise Dance Ministry. Il was

wanderful to see the congregation respond in |

such a positive way,

Other worship service paricipants for the
| 1:50 AM. church school obsarvance ware
church school children, youth, and adults. The
childrenfyouth cholr provided music for the
service. The church school superintendent
Mr. Willie Sandifer gave the prayer of confes-
| slon. Ashley Lewis, William Carl Bedl, Jr, and
| Evan Cenner read the scripture. Brittney Bell
| and Ms. Lula Rochelle led the congregation in
the Decalogue and responsive reading, re-
spectively. Ms. Agnes Bailay gave the occa-
sion and Ms. Medra McDaniel recognized
| guests and read announcements. The offer-
tory sentences were read by Rakita Sconiars
and the prayer of thanksgiving was given by
Brother Claudewel Campbell -

: '_0_—_'_I-—_

TASTE TEA
SCHEDULED

The Annual Taste Tea, sponsored by the
AMEN Staff, is scheduled for Sunday, Decam-
ber 107 after the 1050 a.m. worship senvics,
Once again, we are asking members and
friends of 5t John lo submit one or more reci-
pesidishes that you would like to share.

All you have to do is salect the recipe(s), pre-
pare and bring the itemis) to the Fellowship
Hail before the 10:50 a.m. servica. Be sure to
bring recipes with your dish. Recipes will be
published In the AMEN throughout the year

Please confact Bridge! Floyd af 837-5030
Claire Philadelphia at 534-0295 or other staff

members to indicale what you will bring for the

| taste tea. This will greatly help in planning.

Pravious submissions have included appetiz-
ars, salads, casseroles, meat dishes, veggias,
desserts. and punch. All dishes are welcome
Be creative and make this year's taste tea the
best ane yet

Vhat hei_#.-lr way !u:_ ged inlo the hobday spirt?
Your participation will be greatly appreciated.

Chureh sehool teachers gave cerfificates In
sludents who hawve been promoted. Ms. |
| Charlsie Brooks gave a maoving tribute to cur-
, rent and past teachers of St. John's church
school.  Superintendent Sandifer and Pastor |
McCall expressed appreciation for those who
have given time and talent to the church !
school and encowraged parents 1o bring thair
children so thal they may benefit from the
Christian education of the 5t John church ‘

schodd. Pastor McCall introduced Sister Judith
Gardner. who gave an outstanding sermon.

I would like to congratulate everyone that

| worked on the program, as well as thosa who |
participated in the program. Everyone did an |

| excellent job. Special thanks to Sister Judith
Gardner who delivered an inspiring and moti-
valing message entitled, “Set Up To Deliver,”
| think each and everyone that heard the mes- |
saga was blessad.

There are Church School classes for all ages,

so please plan to attend with your family each
Sunday at 9:45 A,

GHIMF Revival Held in
October

By Bridges Floyd

The Greater Huntsville Interdenominational
Ministerial Fellowship (GHIMF) held its annual
revival from October 23 through October 25
2000 at 7 pm each night, The location for the
revival was First Missionary Baptist Church
where Reverand Dr. Julius R. Scruggs is pas-
tor. The evangelist for this year was tha Rever.

| end Clarence Hillard, who is pastor of Jordan

United Meathodist Church in Batan Fouga. and

SL Peter United Methodist Church In Madisan
Leuisiana,

Revarend Dr. Homer L. MecCall, pastar of St
dohn and president of the GHIMF, gave the
weicome and occasion on the first nighl of re-
vival. He highlighted three major events Span-
sared annually by this group of greater than
eighty-five (B5) clergy who represent eight da-

| noménations. These actvilies include the Mar-

ICanrsmued aw poge 1)
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Veterans Day Observance
By Arthur Walker

The origing of Vieterans Day in America or, as
| B was ihen called, Amistice Day officially re-
ceived its mame through a Congressional
resolution in 1925 (the same year that Dr. Car-

*Negro History Week™). It became a national
haliday bwelve (12) vears later by a similar
Congressional actien. Follewing in the fradition
of memorial gestures which had occurred in
| England and France since the end of World
| War [-"the war 1o end all wars"-the annual
ceremonies all took place on Nowvember 11,
giving umivarsal recognition (o fhe celebraied
ending of WA fighting at 11:00 a.m., Novem-
ber 11, 1818 (the 11th hour of the 11th day of
| the 11th month).

Unfortunately, "the war to end all wars" failed
fo Ive up to its billing. In the 1940's World War
Il erupted, in the 1850°s Americans fought in
the Korean confiict, and in the 1980°s America
was mired in a seemingly never-ending
“conflict” in Vistnam. More recenthy, our young
men and women of the military have been
placed in harm's way in gaographical locations
that many Americans would have difficully
finding on a word map; places fike Lebanon,
Grenada, Panama, Kuwail, Iraq, Somalia,
Bosnia, Serbia, and, more recently, Yemen.
where 17 young sailors (one-third were Afri-
can=Americans) lost their lives o a ermonst
atiack.
|
| Even when not serving in "hol zones," our mill-
tary men and women musi endure the hard-
| ships of being separated from loved ones for
| axtendad periods of tima. Many serve in ra-
mote locations ke Diego Garcia [a tiny speck
of an izland in the Indian Ocean) or hostile cli-
mates like Thule, Greenland and Saudi Ara-
bia. In foreign lands, Ihey must acclimate
themselves to different cultures and political
gystams.

| For the milllons of Amercans who have

| served in the armed forces, a debt of gratitude
is owed. Velerans Day observance Is Amar-
ica's way of pausing to hanar the commitment

| ‘and contributions of all who have served in the

| Army, Army-Ar Corps, Alr Force, Marines, or
Nawvy. If wa fail to keep this in mind, Veterans
Day will become nothing more than a “white
sales" day at malls around the couniry.

ter G. Woodson initiated the celebration of |

GHIMF Revival

Cannmurd from poge )

fin Luther King Birthday/Emancipation Procla-
mation Gelebration Sendoe, Thanksgiving Serv-
ice, and Revival The occasion was also pre-
sented as three-pronged; that is, Christ, Cele-
beate Christl. and Celabrate Chrst in Your Life
| and Homes.

Revarand Paul HiMlard, Jr presided over the
| Monday night servica, The Unicn Hill Cumbsar-
land Presbyterian Church Choir provided choral
salgctions. Ushers for the evening wers from
First Baptist, 5t. John AME, 5. Mark Primifive
Baptist, and Blackburn Chapel Cumberand
| Presbyteran Churches. Reverand Stanley Ter-
rain read the scripture (Romans 10: 1-8). Rav-
| arend Dr. Henry Bradiord, Jr. offered prayer
and Rev, Michasel Jones gave the offaricry ap-
peal and prayer, Reverend Paul Hillard, Jr,,
nephew of the evangelist, introduced the Rew-
erend Clarence Hillard.

Reverand Clarence Hillasds sermoan was enti-
Hed "The Door of Fellowship®, based on lexi
from Galatians 3:28, He began by stating thal
the center of church unily i the name of the
Lord and Sawvior Jesus Chrst He postulalad
that if people of the church do not lowe the
name of Jasus, they could not really be happy
In the church, Further, God's presence in the
| church is assured in that there only needs o be
| two or three gathered in his name to assure
this; that is, “a quorum is established by three”.
Reverand Hilard indicated that it is imporiant
| for people to expersnce Jesus, which In his
| weew would result in crowds of people focking
| to baa part of Gad's church,

Reverand Hillard stated that the church should
*call persons o their commiment® bul ex-
| pressed concem that "Satan has stacked the
church with his folk® and thal "Christ may not be
in all of those who are leading in tha church®,
Cther chetacles lo fellowship in God's church
include members who are involvad in baseless

| eonflict with ministers and the tendency to stay
| &t home in order to watch or isten 1o a sermoan
The latier lacks the “personal touch ... wihen
the Holy Spirt comes and we can touch sach

| ather”, according to Reversnd Hillard, when
Christlana come together to worship “there is a
fallowship that surpasses all others — a fellow-
ghip of unity”. He went on to suggast that there
" rrdsend P PagT i
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Thanksgiving — November 23, 2000 |
“In every thing give thanks: for this iz the will Anwmé

of &od in Christ Jesus concerning you."
‘ ~I Thessalonians 5:18~

ADVENT 2000: December 3 — 24, 2000

ADVENT begins the Christian liturgical year on the Sunday closest to November 20,
| which is St. Andrew's Day. The season is four Sundays in duration. The Sundays are
raferred to as "Sundays in Advent®,

| The advent message comes from the two Latin words, as venire, which means "lo

MNow thank we all our God, come ", Tha message i& that God, In Christ, is coming into the world. It includes all
Hith hearts and hands and veices, | time.
Who wondrous things hath done,
| I woham His world rejoices ~ Rinkar? | In times past, God did come in the Chrisl-like child in whose honor we celebrate
| Christmas. Thus, God supplies the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophets. In times
| present, the individual may experience God coming into their lives for the first time,
Wil b 7 | "new birth,” or in the renewal and growth into deeper dimensions of reality. In times to
| o AGS g0 Nang. - Wewd no? be o grumbier, come, we are promised the return of the Christ in his full glory and power as judge of all
: omplaining, seeing everything as grim: the world, both the living and the dead.
i For when I think of how the Lord has blessed me.
I cannat help but give my praise fo Him ~ Hess | Advent also bears the admenition that we need to prepare for the sure coming of the
| Lord. Preparation for the coming Lord must include the following:
|
Thank the Lord when frouble comes, REPENTANCE: We must forsake our sins and seek o reform our lifestyles in
His love and grace expressing: accordance with God's mandate for right living

Erateful praise will strengthen faith,

i fosalte bt Stacks w DCE FRAYER: We must pray for the coming of Christ into our personal lives.

PATIENCE: We must walch and wait for the Lord's coming. It may ba delayed or

[ it may be soon and sudden. However, His arrival is assured.
I'f we were thankful for everything

The way God tells us fo be, The liturgical color for Advent is violet. It is a color that communicates a feeling of quist
We would be able to seel ~ Eaker Such a color is most expedient 1o announce the coming of the King of Kings.

| What & wonderful change in our living dignity, royalty, and repentance. Violet (or purple) is the tradilional color of a king's robe
|

An aiternative color for the season Is blue, the color symbolizing hopa. The Christ

“Give thanks o the Lord, for he is e R coming brings hope of a new and abundant life to all.

:Ei--l. thanks to the God of gods. His fove endures Fforever. ADVENT RESOURCES:
Give thanks to the Lord of lords. His fove endures forever, * ' Old Testament passages which allude to a Messianic (Christ) figure whose arrival
and reign was vel fo be esfablished.

. Peaim 136: 1-3 (NIV)
Mew Testamen! passages which speak of the arrival of a fulfilimant to the Messianic

As you celebrate this season of Thanksgiving, take time to express your thanks ta Sod hope in Jesus of Nazarath
through worship. Special services of harvest and thanksgiving include: -
50+ Harvest Day Sunday, November 19th ot 10:50 a.m. service New Testament passages which suggest the return of Jesus as the reigning Christ
| Downtown Thanksgiving Service Movember 19, at 7:15 pm._ at First Baptist etemal,
! Church on Governers Drive
I EHIMF Thanksgiving Service November 22, at 7:00 p.m. at Madkin Chapel | il g < LN, DU WD TR

CPCA, Reverend India Scruggs, pastar -
| {fuduent information taken fram the Mew Members Manual )
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Church School Lesson Overview — December 2000

This maonth's lesson reviews were wrilen by
Brother Lafayetfe Townsend (3), Brodher E £
Smith (18), Brolher Wille Sandifer (17, 24), and
Sizfer Pad Grier (31)

Decembear 3, 2000

Lesson Title: Praparing the Way
Background Scripture: Luke 1:5-25; 3:1-22
Printed Text: Luke 3:2b-18

Key Verse: A voice of one calling In the des- |
erl, 'Prepare iha way for the Lord, make |

straight paths for him." Luke 3.4

The minisiry of John the Baplist is highlighted
by the phrase “Preparing the \VWay" as ha
made ready for the armval of the promised
Messiah. John was given the task of creating
a dimate of expectation in which Jesus could

| teach and minigier effectively. John the Bap-

To Learn
The Word

fist's message speaks loudly to Believers io-
day. He laught thal the process of preparing
the way for the Messiah was o prepare cna's
heart through repentance. How much mora is
this an appropriate way 10 prepara for Jesus’
second coming! Repentance Is still required of

those who wish o know Jesus as personally |

as Lord and Savior.

Decamber 10, 2000
Lesson Title: Responding o God

| Lesson Scriplure: Luke 1:26-38

Printed Text: Luke 1:26-38

Koy Varse: And Mary said, Bahold the Rand-
rmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according fo
thy Wiord ~-Luke 1:38

Who was Mary? Mary was descended from
David. Luke's genealogy of Ghrist s through
His maother. In this lesson, Mary visited her
kinsweoman Elizabeth, the meother of John the
Baptist. Luke tells the siory of Jesus' birth
from Mary's standpoint, deseribing her maid-
enly fears, her humble submizsion o the will
of God. Mary sang praises o God for the faver
accorded her in baing the mather of the Meas-
siah. Mary was a woman with a quiet spirit,
humble, self-contrel, and the knowdedge of the
Old Testameni. She would not talk fo others
about mysteres of her experence, but kept all
things hidden in har heart.

December 17, 2000

Lesson Title: Praising God

Lesson Soripture: Luke 1:38-56

Printed Text: Luke 1:38-55

Key Verse: And Mary sakl. "My socul magni-
fies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Bavior, for he has looked with faver on the
fowfiness of hiz servant. Surely, from now on
all generations will call me blessed; Luke 1:48-
48

Marys song of praise, know as the
"Magnificat," is the focus of this lesson. The
Magnificat, a song of Hannah, the mother of
Samuel, is considered the model for Many's
song, She sings prakse for what God has done
bath in her life and for lsrael, Mary's words of
personal joy had celebrated God's mercy and
the song tells us that God's mercy is at work in
striking and baffling ways. God is the God of
gll humanity, of all creation, and in relation to
each and every craalune.

December 24, 2000
Lesson Title: Welcoming the Saviar
Lesson Scripure; Luke 2:1-20

[ Printed Text: Luke 2:4-20

Key Verse: To you s bom this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. Luka 2:11

This lezson ooks at the slory of Jesus' birth
and the anmgelic announcemeant Conceming
that event to the shepherds. The aclions and
reactions of the people in this story give a
clear picture of the impact of God's grace on
human life. As scon as the angels ara off the
scene, the shepherds decided ko go to Bethle-
hem in order to see exactly what had hap-
pened regarding that which they were told
The good news camea to the shapherds as a

| revelation; and in their actions, the shepherds
| serve @3 modeis for all who receive the good

news of God's saving grace.

[ December 31, 2000
| Lesson Title: Presented in the Temple

Lesson Scripture; Luke 2:21-40

Printed Text: Luke 2:25-38

Key Verse: 'For my eyes have seen Your sal-
vation, which You have prepared before the

{Comitmred an page *¢

St. John AM.E.N.

fage?

To Learn
The Word

Church School Lesson

{Cowitmaed from page ()

face of all peoples; A light lo bring revelation
to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people
Israel” Luke 2:30-32

This Sundays lesson focuses on Jesus'
earthly parents and the old man Simeon. All

| thres wers faithful fo God and weare able to

| met Simeon. The Holy Spirit had revealed to |

sae God's promises to them come to fruition,

The scriptura for thie lesson tells of Jesus' par-
@nls prasenting Him in the temple after the
custom of the law - the dedication of the first-
porn child fo God. Thera in the femple they

Simaon earlier that he would not see death
until he had laid eyes on the ‘consolation of
lsrael’, the Messiah. The Haoly Spirit then led
simean to the temple on the same day that
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus there, There
Simeaon held Jesus in his arms and identified
Him as the Messiah - the fulfilment of God's
promise to His peopla.  Jesus, a mera baby,

| was the hopa of the workd

Joseph and Mary were faithful 1o the Lord in
bringing Jesus to the temple to be dedicated
Simeon was fahful in waiting for the fulfil-
ment of the Lord's promise that he would see
the Messiah before he died. We, too, should
be faithful in our walk with the Lord bacause
God always keeps His promises,

Pastor's Letter

fCmrianed from page I}
time.” Jesus is the MIND REGULATOR. Jesus

| 18 tha BODY HEALER. Jesus is the RESUR-

RECTION AND THE LIFE. L&t Jesus give you
His vision! Let us focus on lifting Him up in-
side, outside and wheraver we gol Taste and
gee that the Lord is good| Get up wheraver
you are. Go 1o Jesus! There is victory in Him!

a.8.a.p

Always Say A Prayer

GHIMF Revival

{Cartinued from nage 1)

should be a spirit in the church swch that if one
is nol fesling well, “a small smile, pal on the
shoulder, or & word of ancouragement,” would
Serve 1o inspire one to "go on a little longer”,
This feliowship iss people know that they are
not alone. He went on 1o say that God prom-
is8d ‘never to leave us alone”, referming 1o the
familiar hymin.

He concluded by characterizing the “lellowship
of unity” as capable of bringing Christians to-
gether “in the great gelting up moming®. This
“great fellowship” was described by quoting the
scripture written by John wha “saw men coming
from all directions™. Reverend Hillard indicated
that this will ba a time when God will find his
peopde and posed the question of whether
thase in the congregation wanied “to be in thal
number”, The evangelist then sang a testimany
of how good God has been and repeated the
refrain, *l just say thank you Lord, | won't com-
plain ... God has bean good to me, mare than
Ihis waorld could ever be _.."

After the hymn of imvitation, “Just As | Am"
Reverend Hillard asked that the congregation
sing the spiritual "Steal Away” as they departed
from the service. The benediction would be
given on the last night of revival,

The program for the remainder of the weex had
Reverand Jerry Crutcher presiding and intro-
duEing ihe evangelist on Tuesday, October
247,  The Litle Indian Creek P.B. Church
Chair provided music for the night.  Ushars
were from Church Street Cumberland Prasby-
lerian, Conley Chapal CME, and Union Hill
Primitive Baptist Church, On Wednesday
night, Dr, Scruggs presided and infroduced

| Reverend Hillard. The choir of First Missionary

| Baptist provided choral selections.

The host
church also provided ushers, as did 5L Eliza-
bath Cumberland Presbyterian and New Jeru-
salem Missionary Baplist. The revival culmi-
nated on Thureday night. Reverend Dr. Oscar
L Montgomery presided and introduced the
evangellsl. Tha chair of Unian Hill P.B. Church
provided music for the service. Ushers were
from Progressive Union M. B. Church, Center

| Grove United Methodist Church, and Fellow-

ship Presbyterian and Madkins Chapel Cum-
berland Presbyterian Churches,
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W [ l’.'-hun:_h School convenes each Sunday at 5:45 a.m. after the Early Moming Warship. Plan to at- e Bl [ [ E
= ! tend with your family. Brother Willle Sandifer, Superintandent sl | Man Tue ! Wed | Thu ' Fri St
| Prayer Service and Bible Class mest each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Lesso ' |
BIBLE . oSTU0Y | pactor McCall and the Ministerial Staff * ¥ L S . | 1 2
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Eﬁﬂpﬂl i e e e P Last Monday of each month and Prager  Serviog, Male Chorus 300 p.m. Childrgn-
Thursday after tha 15t Sunday at 8 p.m, Dansting for AMEN [ Glaws Wouth Chor
Male Cl'll:ll'l.ts.._. ................. Each Fl'i'm:'ll ﬁ":ﬂpt the Frldﬂf afier the 4th 3UI'JI:|-E|3r at 6 o, ArpGhs I I
Sﬂl'l-l:‘h..lafy ﬂhﬂlr ...... Sdtasedinaann Eﬂﬂh Thumdﬂ? mp{ Thufﬂjﬂ:ﬂ' after tha 1=t Sunda!'l I I | | i
(Rehearsal imes are subject to change, periodically) ;3 e 11 12 13 14 | 15 16
' Heart/Healthy Bowl is the last Saturday of each month at Pin Palace. 2008 Country Club Lane, :
6:30 pm. Information regarding rates for adults and children is located on the bulletin board, fEf.lam Worshig | .
Come and join us for fun, For further information, please contact Mrs. Rosa Walker at B52-0813 E';.uu-:hn;:hml g:ﬂ-'il P.ﬂ;e E:{H:l P, :‘N l.;r:rn [
| FOS0° . ri. Wiarshisd THpar sarvce, Fanchian Cheir ala Chons 000 pom Chidian
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Healing Ministry 17 | 418 ! B
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E-00 mm, Worship | Praise ! |
| 50+ Harvest Service will be Sunday, November 19, at 10:50 a.m. The preacher for this service 230am. ' Ministry
| i be Reverend Dr. Jamss R. Johnson. ) e v | o e,y o e s
i bl Class |
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the Pasior's & seaking new membears. Please contact Mrs. Claire Philadelphia for mare infor- '
matlon. 24 : 25 , 26 ! 27 28 ! 29 30
| | 6:340-gi.m.
| The Downtown Thanksgiving Service will be Sunday, November 19, at 7:15 p.m. at First D e by, | | st sboting
Baptist Church on Governor's Drive. Brother Rufus Gifmore is the eoordinator for 81 John, Creis S | | o - :
10:50 & m. Worship | Christmas Day | . - .
. GHIMF Thanksgiving Service, Wednesday, November 22, 7:00 p.m. at Madkin Chapel CPCA, Ehristmas Eve : :
Church Conference and Planning Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 28, The alec- I | = : ~
tion of Trustees for the conference year and the planning of the calendar far the year will ba the 31
primary agenda tems. i
| The annual taste tea, sponsored by the AMEN Staff, is scheduled for Sunday, December 10° Crurch Sevias | |
after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Once again, we are asking members and friends of St 7000 &.m. Worship : |
| Jfllrl_ﬂ I; :;mrrit one or more recipes/dishes that you would like to share. Sister Bridget Floyd and | i - :
[ e 1 T, | |
| Claire Philadelphia are the co-chaipersons. Watch Kight | - |
| .
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Important Dates to Remember

—

November 19 Harvest Sunday, sponsaored by Fifty-plus,
Reverend Dr. James R. Johnson will preach.
Downtown Thanksgiving Service, First Baptist Church,
800 Governors Drive, 7115 p.m.
November 22 GHIMF Thanksgiving Service, Madkin Chapel CPCA
7:00 p.m., Reverend India Screggs, Pastor
November 23 Thanksgiving Day
o
[ . Movember 25 South Birmingham-Huntsville Planning Meeting,
Handy Chapel, Gadsden, AL,
Reverend Jodie Jones, pastor
Nevember 28 Church Conference, Election of Trustees and
Church Officers, Annual Planning Meeting, 630 p.m.
December 10 Annual Taste Tea, afier 10:50 a.m, Warship Service
December 17 Christmas Program
[ :.T-I:Il:l'l.lﬂ,i'll ﬁ-}r the Month
INDNIC | "My grace is sufficient for vou" 2 Corinthians 12:9

St. John A.M.E. Church
229 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256) 534-3265

(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

sljannameshi@acl.com

Ft. Reverend Z. L. Grady, Presiding Bishop

b
/

Mother Camie R. Grady, Episcopal Supervisor

Dr. E. L. Blankenship, Presiding Elder
Reverand Dr, Homer L. McCall, Pastor

First Chuarterly Conference
Church School Anniversary
GHIME Cirvawide Revival
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving

Advent

— —

oy
/) 5

L/

A

Mon-profii
LL.5. Poatagze
PAID
Hurusville, AL
Permit Ma, 240

Cf}.:}.f
q-177

Rev. & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr.

B305 Matic Rd
Humtsville, AL 35810

E L - E -]

o

1||11.||pl|‘||'|| Illl[lllll1!||lill|.llll|l1llrll|hllli||!|.|l
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Praise Dance Workshot — January 27, 200?_ | Chidlenen's Hetivity Page
: | Name

Skil; Problem-sabving math

Valentine Fun

In each group, find the one that is different from the other
three, Color the space it is in.

| L

Brainwork! Tell someone why each is different.
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VISIONS 2000 — Bickard Hlew Toundation

The Richard Allen Foundation is a non-profit service organization based on the
legacy of Bishop Richard Allen, founder of the Free African Society and the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, organizations which served the spiritual, eco-
nomic, and educational needs of his people through self help. Our purpose is to
continue the legacy by promoting economic development, education, and
empowerment for youth, adults and seniors. This goal will be accomplished
through the creation of a financial and economic base serving the needs of Afri-
can peoples and enabling us to mest the global challenges of the 21st century.

WE HAVE MADE OUR FIRST INVESTMENT IN
A HOTEL PROPERTY

With Your Help — We Can Do More

GOURT STREET, LLG
A 147 « ppom
Heseiiid Johnaah Franchine

S MBS @
el manl from

WESIOMS 2000
TR R AL T PO Dl

I
N
v
E
S
T
M
E
N
T

Founding Sponsors are individuals who have given a one time $100 contri-
bution to help seed the creation of a fund to acquire ownership in hotels and
provide preferenfial investment opportunities.

. Ownership in hotels will:

. Recycle dollars in our community.

. Increase employment opportunities.

. Create numerous vencing opportunities for entrepreneurs.
. Provide income to support cornmunity programs, etc.

St. John members who are founding sponsors of Visions 2000 are Pastor & Mrs.
McCall, Col. & Mrs. E. C. Smith and Nedra McDaniel. Please contact one of
these sponsors for your contribution form to invest in this vision.

Vision 2000 Richard Allen Foundation 110 5. LaBrea Avenue Sulte 415 Inglewood, CA 90301
Phone: B0O-777-1028 Email; rafv2k@yahoo.com website-www richardallenfoundation.org
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“Saving,
Sacrificing
and Serving
Jor Christ”

~

9th District Celebrates
Founder's Day

Under the Spirit-filed, Chrisl-centerad, soul-
winming leadership of Bishop Z. L. Grady
and our Episcopal Supervisor, Mother
Carrie R. Grady, the Ninth Episcopal Dis-
frict had one of its best celebrations of Foun-
dar's Eka:,-. On Frday, February 8, 2007, the
celebration wes held at St Jahan AME.
Chureh, Birmingham, Alabama where Rev

| erend Dr. Kamie C.. Smith iz pastor. On Sal-
| urday, February 10, 2001, tha celebrafion

contiried af the (Daniel Payne) Nichals

| Grady School of Raligion Site in Birming-

ham. Clergy, missionaries, lay, youth and
our guests all halped o make this one of the
Mimth District's besf celebrations of our
founding.

The workshops centered on creative, pro-
vocative and well-planned lessons of the
RAPTURE. Reversnd Dr. Stella Stocker,
Diracior, Nichols-Grady School of Raliglon,
presented Reverand Waller Moon, Pastar of
Hopewell AM.E. Church, (Kingsion) who lec
in the empowering teaching ministry. On Fri-
day aflernoocn Reverend Pompey and Rev-
erend Dr. F. Duncombe, 8th District Prison
Ministry Coordinators, presented the Re-
gional Director of the Prison Fellowship who
gave a briaf motivational discussion.

The empowering, Spirit-filed, and memora-

ble sermons given from God during tha cele-

bration were delivered by the following min-
ishers:

Friday Hoon Worship -

Feverend Carl McDaniel, Pastor, St Paul
AM.E. Church, Lanett, Alabama.

Friday Evening Worship -

Reverend Dr. Ben Gay, Presiding Elder
Allanta Conference - 6th Episcopal
Digtrict

Saturday-Glosing Worship-

| Rewverend Dr. Homer L, McCall, Pastor

(i ow page 2)

Pastor McCall's Letter
’“—’w‘i_ﬂ

‘j"| S e

"Lord if” or "Yes Lord"
(Jehn 11:21-27)

Much like Martha, Jesus guides us to accepl
Him as the Resurrection and the Life. It is Jasus
who moves us from "Lord i to "Yes Lord." Do
these words remind you of your own salf
talk: Lord, if you give me this; if you get me out
of this...? Loed, if you move this burden, heal
thiz ibness, soive this problem, help me through
this difficulty; Lord, if you help me to move up to
where | can be useful, then | wil serve you,
magnify you, praise you.

Martha and Mary realized and became living
demonstrations of the power of moving from
“Lord, if you had been hera, my brother woulkd
not have died™ fo "Yes Lord, | beliave that you
are the Christ." (John 11:21,27)

Ve can alsa bacome "if-fy" people who become
“salty” rather than the sall of the earth; "H-fy"
people who prefar following a “shadow” rather
than ¢sbeing a "light" that leads others o the
Lord. One of the challanges of LENT and en-
counterng Jesus any fime Is to eliminaie the
“Ifs" and embrace Christ. With His Spirit we
can say Yes to His Teachings, Yes to His
Life, Yes to His Death, and Yes to His Resur-
rection.

Inside?ﬂia lesua

¥PD District Meeting Page 2
u ing Services Page 2
Church School Review Page 300
District Conferance Agenda Page 5
Ash Wadnasday Service Page &
Easler Activitias Pages7, & 9
March for Jasus Page 11
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Shanti Owens ~ "We discussed five principles

YPD Convention Held
In Spite of the Storm

By Glanda Sconbers, ¥ PD Dirstior '

A severe storm downed trees, damaged build- |
ings, and interrupled power, but It did not stop
the spirit-filed YPD Convention. This annual
slata-wide meeting was held at Bryant Chapal
AME Church in Bessemaer on Saturday, Febru-
ary 17, 2001.

Qur YPD'ers sharad the following remarks re-
garding the conwention,

of purpose, prayer, passion, patience, and en-
durance, \We discussed challenges fike peer
prassure, drugs, jealousy, viclence, racism,
sex, and criticism. | learned that it is not easy
out hera, and whalever my dream is I'm gaing
to stick to it."

Adrina Sconiers ~ “During our workshop the
speaker asked us about our challenges, what
we want 1o be when wa grow up, and what we
ara daing o get thare,”

Shannon Lott - "I leamed to heve patience |
and passion for other people.” |

Oth District Celebrates
Founder's Day

(Conrtinued from page )
St.John AM.E. Church, Hunisville,
Alabama

Pastor McCall substituted for Bishop Adam ..
Richardson whose panz was cancelled in
Texas.

An offering was recelved during the celebra-
tion for the Daniel Payne Building Fund, Addi-
tional funds will be colletted at the Mid-Year
Comvocation in Opelika in March.

The Minth District Motto: "Saving, Sacrificing |
and Serving for Christ” was indeed a living re-
ality throughout this vear's celabration.

Mark Your Calendars !

Annual Stewardess
Candlelight March

The Annual Stewardess Candlelight March wil
be held Sunday, March 18, 2001 al 4:00 p.m.
at the church, The preacher will be the Rever-
end Kenneth B. Lankford, Jr., pastor of
Flatchar Chapet P, B, Church, Greanbrier, Ala-
bama. Al Stewards, Stewardesses,
Deaconessas, Ministers, Officers, and Mem-
bers ara expected to attend. The theme =
“Light & Candla! Don't Curse the Darkness”

Mrs. Mable McCall is the prasident of the Shew-
ardess Board,

Matthew Chapel
Church Anniversary

3t John will lead in the Church Anniversary
Services al Matthew Chapel AM.E. Church,
Fackler, Alabama on Sunday, March 25, 2001,
at 4:00 p.m. Reverend Vicki Sanders is pas-
tor, All Choir Members, Ministers, Ushers,
Stewards, Trustees, Officers, and Members are
asked to atlend and support this event. Pastor
McCall will preach and the Stewards will lead
the dewvolion.

Spring Youth Revival
April 9-11, 6:30 p.m.

The Spring Youth Revival will be held Mon-
day, April 9 - Weadnesday, April 11, 2001 at
630 p.m. nightly, The guest evangalist is Rewv-
erend C. C. Cummings, pastor St Paul AME
Church (Smithfiled) Birmingham.

St. John's
116th Church Anniversary

The 116th Church Anniversary of 5t. John
will be celebrated on Sunday, April 29, 2001 at
10:00 a.m. There will be only one warship senv-
ice, The preacher will be tha Right Reverand
Z L. Grady, Presiding Prelate of the MNinth
Episcopal District of tha AME Church.

Mrs. Lydia Owens is the Church Anniversary
chairperson.

St. John A.MLEN.
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2001

The Church School Depardment provides the
monitly leszon review for the St John AMEN.
This month's lesson eviews were written by [ ufa
Rochella (1sf), Wille Ssndifer (2nd), Wiliam Bel
and Britteey Ball (3rd Surday), and Jeson Brown
(4th and St Sundays).

Sunday, April 1, 2001

Lesson Title: Empowered to Sarve

Lesson Scripture; Acts B:1 - 8:3

Prinied Text: Acls 8:1-8, 755 —&:1a

Key Verse: The word of God continued lo
spraad; the number of the disciples incrapsad
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priesis bacame obedient (o the faith. Acts 8:7

As the early Christians moved fonward with the
gospel, it was Inevitable that they would run
into opposition from governmental authorilies,
espedially from the religious leaders who were
angry and [ealous of their wisdom and power,
In the early days of the church, it was custom-
ary to make daily disbursements to the poor
widows of tha church who had no other means
of supporl, Some of the beliavers who were
Hellenists (ie, newly converled Jews) com-
plained becausa thelr widows wera not recaiy-
ing the same treatmant as the widows of He-
brews from Jerusalem and Judea. You see
that iz how the devll works. If he cannot de-
| stroy God's plan by atiacks from the outsida,
he will saek to overthrow balievers by attacks
of dissension fram within, This is llustrated in
this lag=on,

The twelve aposties reallzed that with the in-
creasing growth of the church, something had

However, they themselves did not want to
abandon the ministry of the word of God in or-
der to handle business matiers, so they rec-
emmended the church designate seven spir-

tual man ta handie the temporal affeirs of the
| church. Qut of the seven men chosen, only
two of them were well known lo us—Stephen
and Phillip, Stephen, who is the primary focus
of this esson, became the first martyr of the
church, Opposition to Stephen's powerful min-
istry arosa from the synagogue. Thess wers
places where Jews gathered on the Sabbath
for instruction in the law. These zealous Jows
proved no maitch for Stephen as they chal-
lenged him. Stephen was a Samarilan who
had been converled lo Christianity. Yet, he

was considerad a man "full of faith and of tha

o ba done about handling these matters. |

Hely Ghost® (Acts 6:5). Since these Jewish
leaders could not silence Stephen, they secratly
brought on false witnesses to accuse Stephen
of blasphamy against Moses and God. (Acts
B:13-14). Howewver, as Stephen stood before
the Sanhedrin Council, they haard the charges,
but as they looked at Stephen, they saw not the
face of a deman, but the face of an angel. They
saw someons fully sumendered to the Lord, de-
termined to proclaim the truth, and more con-
cemed with what God thinks than with what
men may say.

As Christians, we are called to serve and for-
give. This lesson “Empowered io Serve” re-
minds us thal we are responsible for serving,
leaching, wilnessing, and sharing the “Ward of
God” with others. Just as Jesus commandsd
the disciples in (Matthew 28:19-20) i, *The
GGreat Commission,” it becomes our rasponsi-
bllity to spread the good news of Jesus Christ
al home, in our local communities, @s wall as
throughout the world,

April 8, 2001

Lesson Title: Called to Witness to All Peopie
Lesson Scripture: Acts 8:4-8, 26-35

Printed Text Acts 8:4-8, 25-35

Key Verse: Those who had been scattered

preached tha word wherever they went, Acgis
B:4

Thiz lesson focused on persecuted believers
who had fied Jerusalem, preaching about
Christ wherever they went. Philip encounterad
an Ethiopian official who wanted help in under-
slanding a portion of Isaish as he retumed
home from worshiping In Jerusalem. Phillip
inked the messianic prophecy to Jesus, and
the man joyously responded by asking to be
baptizad,

Bunday, April 15, 2001

Lesson Title: Proclaiming The Risen Lord
Lesson Scripture: Luke 24:1-12 Acts 9:1-31
Printad Text: Luke 24:1-10; Acls B:10b-22, 26-
28

Key Verse: Why do you ook for the living
amang the dead? He is not hare; He has rizen)

Jesus Christ Is Alive! This lesson is wery im-
(Continued on page 4

= iy
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= SUNDAY
SCHOOL

- Church School Lesson

(oniarmea] froem pagre 1)
when and whal happened when Jesus was

Jesus was crucified on the cross for our sins,
he rose from the dead Mary Magdalene, Jo-
anna, and Mary, the mother of James, went to
the tomb where Jesus was put after His
| death. They went to prepara Jesus' body for
burigd, and found that the sions had bean
rolled away from the tomb. They saw no
| ona. Then hwo angals appeared and said that

Jesus had been raised fromy tha dead. The
wimen were astonished at what the angels

the other disciples,

This besson also covers the account of Saul's
conversion on the Damascus road. After sev-
aral days in Damascus, Saul proclaimed Je-
sus as the Son of God. Barnabas helped Saul
by his witnessing and boldly preaching in the
| name of Jesus Christ Jesus also depends on
each Christian believer to carry on his earthly
| misslon, to love one anolher, help one an-
other, witness to each other about God's great
love, and to win souls for Jesus Christ our
Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ Is Alive!

Sunday, April 22, 2001

Lesson Text: Genlilas Receive the Spint

Lesson Scripture: Acts 10 1-11:18

Printed Text: Acts 10; 30-40, 43-48

Key Verse: God shows no parfiality, but in

every nation anyone who fears him and does

whal is right is acceptable to him. - Adls 10:34-
35 (NRSVY)

Cne of the longast surviving problems that has
served to separate even believers from aach
other is INTOLERANCE or RACISM. In this
leszon the main character i Comelius, who
has the great distinction of becoming the first
Genlile to hear the Gospel. Cornalius, a centu-
rion, sought out God in order to learm more
about God and also because he needed a
savior. Peler was to witness to Comelius but
was reductant to do so because of the long-
standing division batween Jews and Gentlles.
God worked through Poler and opened his
eyes 0 God's desire to add Comelius to the

FCgwarirand o page &1

resurrected from the dead. Three days afier

portant because it talks abouw! and describes |

had fokd them. The women left the lomb and |
told all these things to the eleven aposties and |

Usher’s Corner
By Lanita Slaton

March 18 - Senior Women
£:00 a.m. Martha Smith, Mildred Patton
10:50 a.m. Agnes Balley, Carol Ball

March 25 = Youth Ushers
8:00 a.m. Vivian Humphrey, Lanita Staton
10:50 a.m. Jill Bursell, Brenda Lot

Agpril 1 = Senlor Men
Communion
8:00 a.m. Vanona Walton, J. Washington
10:50 a.m. Eleancor Burnetl, Brenda Lot

April & -Youth Ushers
8:00 a.m. Vivian Humphrey, Lanita Slaton
10:50 & m. Agnes Balley, Carol Ball

April 15 - Senior Women
B:00 a.m. Rose Thomas
1050 a.m. C. Purifay, Mapie Smilay

April 22 = Youth Ushers
B:00 a.m, Martha Smith, Mildred Patton
10050 a.m. Jill Burwell, Brenda Lott

Mote: If you are not able to serve your sched-
wed Sunday, please ask someone to serve in
your place or contact Brother Willlam Bei.

‘Walk for JEAN' Team
Gearing Up for Another
Walk-a-thon

The "Walk for JEAN' team is gearing up again
to participate in the M5 Walk-a-thon this year.
Your support of this impartant fund-raissr would
be most appreciated. Last year the team
ranked in the top five teams in Hunisville for
funds ralsed and all thanks 1o your valuable
contributions.

The Walk Is March 24th and the team will be
collecting pledges the week after the walk, Just
let any member of the team know if you can
support the Walk with & pledge or by walking
with the team. Contacl team members Pal
Griar, Agnes Bailey, Jackie Grier, Vanona
Walton, or Kenneth and Lorraing Parham for
more information.

Conference
April 8-7, 2001
St John AM.E. Church Huntsville, Alabama

Presidding Eldden E. L. Blankenship, Presiding

evenenal T, ‘Womure L. Wleffall. Foat Paston

Friday, April &
Morning -Dpening Worship

Afternoon - Business Session
- Workshops

Evening - Welcome Program
- Community Night
Reverand Anthony Robinson, pastor of Phillips CME
Church will preach
Phillips CME Church Choir will sing

Saturday, April 7
Morning - Annual Prayer Breakfast
- Workshops
-¥YPD
Youth Panel on Student Viclence

Afternoon - Closing Worship
- 5t John Children-Youth Choir will sing

WELCOME

Pastor and Mrs. McCall, officers, and members of St. John A.M.
E. Church Huntsville welcome Presiding Elder and Mrs. Blanken-
ship, ministers, ministers’ spouses, delegates, lay, missionaries,
YPD, friends, and guests to St John, We pray lraveling mercles
for you as you jourmey and pray that you are richly blessed dur-
ing the Annual District Conference. If you need directions or holel
informalion, please conlact the church office af (2568) 534-3265
between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday — Friday.
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Church School Lesson

{Ceenhimnd from page &

kingdom. Reluctantly Peter did visit with Cor-
nelius and assured him that God shows no
parialily. Peter continued to reach out to Gen-
|Iler5:iand baptized tham in the name of the
Lo

Even today, we are separated by our legal,
religious, and social bamers thal keep us
apart and hamper our communications, We
worship on different days, at different times,
wa are even bured in separate cemeieries.
Bui, be assured that there iz no black heaven,
no whita heavan, no black God nor white God,
there is only GOD, A GOD for ALL who ba-
lieve in Him and kaep His commandmeanis.

L
-

Sunday, April 29, 2001

Lesson Title: The Church in Anlloch

Lesson Scripture: Acls 11:19-30

Printed Text; samea

Key Verse: While they were worshiping the
Lord and fasfing, the Holy Spirit said “sel aparl
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work fo
which | have called them.” Acts 13:2 (NRSY)

Following the stoning death of Stephen the
followars of Jesus scafiersd to other areas.

. Some went 10 Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Anlloch

(of Syria). In Antioch a church formed which
consisted mostly of Gentlles. This was un-
heard of, bt served notice thal God's mes-
sage is for everyone and can be spread by
anyong. The church in Anfioch continued fo
grow and attractad the attention of the leadars
In Jerusalem. Bamabas, known as the encour-
ager, was seni to Antiach to help the church
mature, Due fo the exciterment caused by the
devotion and commitmant of the church at
Anficch, Bamabas sought out Saul to assist
him In develaping the church. They worked
together and the church conlinued o grow.,

When the great famine came fo the land as
prophesizad, the church at Antioch shined
gvan brighter. The church assisted those In
other areas by sending gifts to ihe sufferng
brethren in Judea who had already suffered
mightily due o thelr persecution for being
Christians. After the church at Antioch had
matured God separated Barnabas and Saul

A anfdnued an nage 1)

St. John Eegins Lent with
Ash Wednesday Service

LENTEN SEASON covers the forty-six day pa-
ricd between Ash Wednesday and the eve of
Easter. Traditionally on this day, sshes have
been placed on the foreheads of Christians as
a symbol of the beginning of the season, The
ashes are usad to make the sign of the cross
an the forehaad of the baliaver and are from
ke charred remains of the palm branches ueed
an Palm Sunday the previous year.

Lent ikself excludes the six Sundays and is,
iharefore, only forty days. Our worship services
on Sundays are weekly commemaorations of the
first Easter and the prociamation thal Chnst is
risen. The date of the beginning of Lent, Ash
Wednesday, is delermined by the date of
Easler.

Ash Wedneeday Senace was held on February
28 at 6:30 p.m. in the sancluary. The call o
warship, a call and response of commitment to
Chrigt, was led;by Sisler Judith Gardnoer. Prayer
was offerad by Brother Claudewsall Campbell,
The responsive scripture reading fram Psalm
a1:1-12 was led by Brother Raymond Momel,
aongs during the senvice were centered on re-
pentance, suffering and commitmeant and #n-
cluded "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”™ " am
an the Baltlefield for My Lord®, and *Pass Me
MNat, O Genlle Savior.”

Pastor McCall introduced the preacher for the
hour. Brother David Perry brought a spirit-filled
measage entitled *The Dove Has Landed” with
text from Ganesis B:6-12.

The caremony of the ashas followed the invita-
fion to discipleship and the service concluded
with Love Feasl

The sacriices of God are & broken spirdt! a
broken and a conilrife heard, O God, thou wil
nof dasplsa.” Psalm 51,17

Lenten Meditation®;

Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall
refum, Turn away from sin and be faithful fo
Christ.

*From daily devotions during Leat fram Christan-
ook coim.

St John A.M.E.Ij-l "

Page ll_

March for Jesus /
Jesus Day 2001

Be a part of Hunteville s
March for Jesus 2007

Saturday, June 2, 10 a.m.
The march will start from St. John.

The theme for Jesus Day 2001

w1 iy on earth as it is in Heaven
No one goes hungry

No child is fatherless
and the streeis are [(lled with singers

Jesus Day promaotes a festyle of doing what
Jesus did by providing an entry-levael experi-
enca of sanving the community in Jesus'
name. By joining with beliavars all around thea
warld and throughout the community, individus=
gis and congregations demansirale the gospe!
through millions of acts of kindness and de-
liver @ strong message about how much God
loves the waorld,

Coordinators for St. John are Brother William
Bell and Sister Nedra McDaniel Contact
them for more information abaut the march as
well as how you can participate in the plan-
ning, the march and the Jesus Day activities
following the march

March for Jesus Huntsville

P.0. Box 878 Hunesville Alabamn 35804-878
(256) 859 - 6718

el Strer v, mrrclyfionfeses-hav org
Eprails info@marelfoniesms-hoeorg

Pastor McCall Preaches
~ the Gospel Beyond the
Walls of St. John

| Pagtor McCall has been invited to preach at
| several services beyond the walls of St John
| over the pasi thirty (30) days. On each occa-

siom, he has allowed the Holy Spirll to usa him

| as 8 vessel to spread the Gospel.

| When Bishop Richardson's flight to Birming-

ham was canceled, Bishop Grady called on
Pastor McCall to preach at the Salurday serv-
lca for the Ninth District's Founder's Day
Celebration on February 10, 2001. With one
hour's notice, Pastor McCall delivered a power-
ful message entifled “Break Every Yoke® with
text from Izaiah 58:8 and Matthew 11;28-30,

On Saturday, Fabruary 24, Pastor MeCall
preached the sermon for 11 am service at
First Seventh Day Adventist Church on
Stringfield Road. The order of serice was led
by Pastor Jones. This sarvice was their annual
Community Sarvice where they imvite ministers
from other denominations in the community to
pariicipate in the order of service. It was an
honar for Pastor McCall fo be selected to bring
the message.

On Sunday, February 25, Pastor McCall
preached the message at the Black History
Program held at 3 p.m. al Little Indian Creek
P.B. Church an Indian Creak Road, Reverend
Jerry L. Crutcher iz the pastor. Steward Otha
Oweng offered prayer, Reverend Dr. James R.
Johnson read scriplure, and the Gosped Choir
rendared music. This set the tone for the mes-
sage by Pastor McCall, His serman was anli-
tad “From Sir to Savior Is All About Relation-

Church School Lesson

fConrinmed fFom pape )

so that they might begin new lasks for the
Lord. There were new leaders of various back-
grounds in the church who vwere now able to
continue the work that had been started.

The church at Antioch was a reflection of tha
leaders God had sant fo it. The congregation
responded fo needs in the same manner as
did 115 spiritual leaders, Are these frails pres-
ent in your leadar and if so, as a member are
you following that lead?

ships” with text from Johin 4:4-14.

Pastor McCall will continue to spread the word
in the community s he preaches the Anniver-
sary Sermon at Matthew Chapel AME.
Church, Fackler, Alabama on Sunday, March
25, at 400 pm. Reverend Vicki Sanders is
the pastor of Matthew Chapel,

“ro praack My pagpel, " soith the Tord
“Hid the whole earth My roce receive.
Explain o thew My sacred word,
Bid ifveem believe, obey, and five "
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| Important Dates to Remember e

March 16-17  8th District Mid-Year Convocation, St. Luke AME Chuich, Opelika, AL
| March 18 Stewardess Candlalight March, £:00 pm.
March 19 Official Board, 7 pm,

March 24 North Alabama Conference Lay Organization Annual Spring Lunch-
eon, Birmingham, Alabama

March 25 Church Anniversary, 4:00 p.m., Pastor McCall, preaching, Matthew
Chapel AME Church, Fackler, AL, Reverend Vicki Sanders, Pastor

| April 1 Daylight Savings Time Bagins, spring forward ane hour

April 5-7 South Birmingham-Huntsvilie District Conference, St John AME
Church, Huntsville, Presiding Eider E. L. Blankenship, presiding

% April & Palm Sunday

April 8-11 Youth Spring Revival, 6:30 p.m., Reverend C. C. Cummings, Evangelist
April 16 Easter Sunday

‘_l'hnug_ln for tl_m Month -  Jesus said to her, "] am the resurrection and trm_ life. He wha !;eu'
| |lieves in me will live, even though he dies: and whoaver ives and baliaves in me will never

INDMJC die. Do you believe this?" -John 11:25-26
St. John A.M.E. Church e
2258 Church Street 1.5, Postage
Huntsviile, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL

(256 ) 534-B828 Fax Fermit No, 240

Rﬁ_]f_.il'n Service Requasted

stiohnameh@aocl.com

Rt. Reverend Z. L Grady, Presiding Bishop
Mother Carrie R. Grady, Eplscopal Supervisor
Dr. E. L. Blankenship, Presiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Rev, & Mrs. Robert Hareford
6305 Matic Rd. T

Hunisville, AL 35810

8th District Founder's Day..
YPD Conferance
Upcoming Services
Easter Special Features

%
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Officers Appointed and
Elected for
New Conference Year

[ Officers for the 2001-2002 conference
| year have been appointed, confirmed,
| and elected.

On Sunday, November 4, Pasior McCall
appointad the Stewards and they were
confirmed by Presiding Elder Blanken-
ship.

The Slewards are.
Jerry Baldwin
William Carl Bell, Sr.
Everett E. Brooks, Sr.
James |, Dawson
John T. Gibson, Sr.
Rufus Gilmore, Il
Patricia Grier
James O. Heywand, Sr,
Jeanette Jones
MNedra L. McDaniel
Otha Owens, Sr.
Clifton Pearson
Willie Sandifer
Eddie €. Bherrod
E. C. Bmith, 5r.
Martha Smith
Vanona Walton

rd Eme
Arthur A, Burks, Sr.

The Trustess wers elected al a church
conference on Thursday, Movember &,
The following Trustees were elected:

Everatt Brooks, Jr.
Wilbert Erownlow
W. M. Clark
Phyllis Conner
Bridget Floyd
{Contimend o paga 2)

Pastor McCall's Letter

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on
him while he & near. Let the wicked forsake his
way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him tum
fo the Lord, and he will have mencl

our Sod, for hie will frealy pasd

Az we know, America ur
syndrorna afler the eve
ara slill healing nationall
chic and minds ara tha cd
the alrplane slamming inta
ter Twin Tower. And as Wi celébrate Veterans'
Day. let us remain thankiil to God for all thoss
who nably and sacrificially gave their lives to pro-
tect the freedom many of us ‘offen take for
granted, .

As wi continue to heal nationally and as we pray
and support those commissioned and senl 1o de-
ter the power of evil from the wordd, let us also
embrace tha changes God makes Inour lives, He
heals our wounds and empowers gracibusly our
spirits and resolve Lo seek Him white e may be
fournd.

God still heals us In HIS WORD, in HIS NAME,
and &l the CRCSS, we find real life, not false sub-
stifutes, with our best friend, Jesus Chrisl. We
find forglveness in Him. We find a future with
cerainty and nol fear and by Hiz sfripes we are
healed, Let GOD'S NAME be praised for the
healing He Es doing.

Inside This lssue

GHIMF Revival Page 2
mnusgmng Servicas Page 3
F‘::rwar:n Frayer - - : P..;ga &
'!'llmhsglvlm Thoughis Page 7
Habitat Build 2001 Page 8

Ghurch Schiool Bramotion Day Page 11
Alshama's Promise Page 13
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Trastees

Officers Appointed and
Elected

ot frow page 1
Earl Griffis
Randy Love
Pearlean Myhand
Theodore Tyson
Kenneth Parham
Glenn Pippan
Lula Rochella
Lynn Sherrod
Besgie Smith
Terry Speight
Lauretta Teague
Les Williams, Il

The following officers were also elected dur-
ing Lhe church conference:
James O, Heyward,
Secrelary
Cora Speight,
Financlal Secretary
Medra McDanlel, Treasurer

Now Thank We All Our God

Mow thank we all our Ged

With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;
\Wha, from our molhers' arms,
Hath blessed us On our way,
With countless gifts of love,

And sl s ours today.

All praise and thanks to God,
The Father now be givan,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The ane efemal God,
Whom earth and hgaven adore,
The thus it was, is now,
And shall be avermore, Amen.
- arlin Rinkart

Bishop Kirkland

Featured at
GHIMF Annual Fall
Revival

The Righl Reverend T. Lamy Kirkland, Ecu-
menical Officer of the AME Church, was the
featured evangelist for the GHIMF Fall Re-
vival. The revival services were held at First

| Missionary Baptist Church, October 28th

through Movember 1%, Reverend Julius
Scruggs is the pastor of the host church.
Varous church choirs and gospel singers pro-
wided music each night of revival, ©n Mon-
day nighl Pastor McCall presided and iniro-
duced the evangelist. The Senior UWshers of
5L John served on Morday night as well

Bishog Kirkland browght the word of God jn-
lerspersed with humor that emphasized the
poirds of his sermons.  Each senmmon seemed
io be most appropriate for the limes In which
we live. The first sermon was “A Remedy for
a Troubled Heart” taken from the fext of John
14: 1-4, Tuesday nighl he spoke on * The
Three Steps to Personal Revival™ taken from
Mehemiah 8 1-10, The third night Bishop
Kirkland spoke on the topic "The Cutling
Place” based on the acllons of Elijah in
iKings 17; 1-8. On the final night Bishop
Kirkland spoke from Luke 13; 1-8 regarding
“A Call fo Repentance”.

Those in attendance, &5 well as the host
clergy, demonstrated a great appreciation of

| Bishop Kirkland. He had previously spoken in

Januar! 2001 &t the GHIMF sandice celebrat-
ing the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
the Emancipation Prociamation. In these
days and times, the community cleardy nesds
a revival to encourage perseverance in faih
and 1o grow closer to God, which is the only
answer in rying fimes like these.

Pastor’'s Annual Report

Copies of the Pastor's 2001 Annual Repor
are avallable from the church office, The re-
port is alse published (in color} on the Internet
at

Godly Snippet!

Don't get 50 busy enjoying today's victory
that tomorrow ends up in defeat.

"Therefore we ought to give the mofe aamest heag
ta the thinga which we haws heard, l2sl & By
T we should let them slip.” Hebraws 21

Keep the faily Sistar J,

St. John AM.EN.
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Deaconess Corner

LET US BREAK EREAD TOGETHER

Heavenly Father, hear our thanks
Far Thy love and care;
Help us all to show our love
And each blessing share.

"Give us this day our bread™
B:11)

{Matthaw

Mot enly that we have bread to eal but also
that wo have bread to share. For this we
thank You, dear God.

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness; for they shall be
filled.” (Matthew 5:5)

Thank we all our Father, that the hungry-
hearted do not have Lo go hungry, for Jesus is
the Bread of Life. Feed on Himl He supplies
avery need.

‘And Jesus said unto them, °| am the Bread of

| Life. He that cometh fo me shall never hun-

ger, and he that bellevelh on Me shall never
thirsl.™  (John B:35)

Thanks ba to God!

Thanksgiving Services
Planned

The Fifty-Plus. Auxiliary of
3L John AME Church will
celebrate its annual Harvest
Sunday Services on Sunday, November 18,
2001, at the 10:50 A M. service. Brother
Damell Ezell will deliver the sermon and the
| Children™outh Chair of St. John AME Church,

directed by Mrs. Ellen Washington, will render

| spectal music.
il
o i, P3N now lo 1st Annual
i Downtown ksgiving Service

L |
'-?"qm!- on Sunday, November 18, 2001 at

4:00 p.m. &8t F aptlst Ghurch on
Govemors Drive. A light supper will be served
al 5:040 p.m, Please comtact Sister Loma How-

ell at 8559-6550 for more information.

The Annual Commu-
nity GHIMF Thanks-
giving Service will be held al 5t John AME
Church on Wednesday, November 21, 2001
at 7:00 p.m. Reverend Dr, Wendell Thompson
will preach, Reverend John Clay is the prosi-
dent of the Greater Huntsville Inferdenomina-
tional Fellowship (GHIMF).

Godly Snippet

| have held many things in my hands and
lost them all; but the things | have placed
in God's hands, those | will always pos-
sess,

| know whom | have believed and am per-
suaded that He is able fo keep thal which |
have committed unlo Hirm agains! that day,

2 Timothy 1:12
Kaap the faithl

Sister J.

WMS News

Sister Erica Mayes was elected first vice-
presidant and Sister Jackie Grier was elected
secretary of ihe Agnes-Cooper Area
Women's Missionary Society al the Area Meet-
ing In Scottshoro on Saturday, November 10,
2001,

Bake Sale
November 18

| Sgle on Sunday, Movember 18, after each
service. You may contact Skster Claire Phila-
I diephia for more information at 534-0285.
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STEWARDSHIP &
TITHING

Excarpts fram the Mew Membar's Manual

Vihen you tithe, you return o God one tenth
of Hiz money

*Give, and it will be given to you; a good
measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put ino your lap; for the
measura you give will be the measure you get
back." Luke &:38 (NRSV)

o 1 gl Tithing is a bibdical term which means giving
1 mﬂt@g ﬁhnm first fruits to God. Il is the first tenth of

Offietings
-

ne's income. Tithing is & voluntary and sys-
temic way of reluming 1o God pad of whal He
has given us. It refers to the iotal gross in-
come from any Ssource Including salary,
stocks and bands, interest incoma and divi-
dends, etc.

It is also necessary that we as a people begln
to realize the significance of a "self tihe."
This means that you give your tithe 1o God
first and then you tithe 10% of your income fo
vourself by saving 10% of your eamings, Cne
then begins 1o learn how to |ve on lass and
experience a viclorious life because you have

been obedient to God, for you ara sowing the |

seeds of a good steward. Basically, you are In
charge of God's gifts to you,

Tithing is a spiriual approach. When we tithe,
we are expressing faith in God and we are
frusting God to keep His promise. Mot to tithe
Is blatant disobedience to God's Word and Is
equal io robbing God and results in a curse.

Malachi 3:3-10 (NRSV) states:

"Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing
me! But you say, "How are wa robbing you?
In your tithes and offering! You are cursed
with a curse, for you are mobbing me - the
whole nation of youl®

"Bring the full tha Into the slorshouss, S0
that there may be food in my house, and thus
put ma o the test, says the Lond of hosts, see
I | will nol open the windows of Heaven for
you and pour down for you an overflowing
blessing.”

ADVENT begins the
Christian Jiwrgical year on
fathe  Sunday closest 1o
* Movember 30, The se&son is

four Sundays in duration,
The Sundays are réferred fo as "Sundays in
Advent", The advent message comes from the
bwa Latin words, gs venire, which means "o
come 10", The message s that God, in Christ,
k= coming inta the world, It includes all time:

Advent bears the admonition that we nesd 1o
prepare for the sure comimg of the Lond.
Freparation for the coming Lord must imclude
the following:

REFPENTAMCE: We must forsake our
sins and seek to reform our lifestyles in
accordance with God's mandate for
right living.

FRAYER. Wa must pray for the
coming of Chnst info our personal
fives.

FATIEMCE: We must watch and wait
for the Lord's coming. W may be
delayed or it may be so6n and sudden.
However, His arrival is assured,

The hiturgical color for Advent is violet, If Is &
color that communicates a feeling of gquiet
dignily, royalty, -and repentance. Violet (or
purple} is the traditional eolor of & king's robe.
Such a color is most expedient o announcs

| the coming of the King of Kings.

During this season of Advent 2001, use the
time for you and your family to grow closer to
God, There are many Adven! resource guides
avallable at Christian bookstores to guide you
through a seres of studies.. The lighting of the
Advent wreath and reading of Biblical
passages relating 1o peace, love, hope and joy
are also encouraged during this segson,

& \View the AMEN
@ on the Web!

View the newslettér on the web at httpey
-aol.cem/stiochpameh/a _EE;:
hitmd.
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There Is Power in
Prayer!!!

By Sister Judith Gardnear

We can all agres thal we are living in perilous
fimes, but ket us not forget that we serve an
awesome God. And He is stll in control of
whatever situations are happening around us.

This is not a time for us to be fearful, but this
iz g time to know who we are in Christ Jesus,
We have pewer and authority because Jesus
said, “all power and authority has been given
le me, and | give you power and | glve you
authority 1o iread on serpents and scorpions.”

With the threal of germicidal war, recession,
and more termorism, et us remember where
our help comes from. Our help comes from
the Lord. The Lord s always looking for some
one to stand in the gap, 10 hold back the evil

" | of this world. This is a time for us 1o pray, for
| the fervent effectual prayers of the righteous

availeth much.

| Before Esther was used to deliver her people,

she prayed; before David defeated Goliath,
he prayed; before ithe crossing of the Red
Sea, Moses prayved; while in the fiery fumacs,

| the three Hebrew boys prayed: befars tha li-

ons had lock jaw, Daniel prayed. While Jesus
hung on the cross for your sins and ming, He

prayed,

Prayer s our most effective weapon, usa il for
the pulling down of strong holds. "If my peo-
ple, who are called by my name, would hum-
ble themselves, and pray, and turn from their
wicked ways, than will | hear from heaven,
and heal the land." Il Chronicles T:14. Mest
the corditions, and God will provide the bless.
ings.

T QO WmO

Always Say A Prayer

Do not be anxious abowl anything, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requesis to God, And the peace of
God, which transcenrds all wnderstanding, will
gnard your hearts and your mipds in Christ Je-
FIE Pralppeain 4T

AMEN: A Taste of St
John and Friends

Reserve yours now!

A great cookbook is @ source of favorite recls
pes — amd a source of pride. We have made
every effor o creale a well-organized, aftrace
five, and easy-to-réad cookbook. The cook-
book includes recipes for the physical and
spiritual body. It has a unique spirtual touch,
We would like evary member or househald to
have a copy of this cookbook.

We expect delivery In a faw wesks, just in time
for our Fifth Annual Taste Tea on December 3,
2001, We are now laking advance orders
Cookbooks may be purchased al both Sunday
worship services. The cookbooks are $5.00
egch and will make wondedful gifts for wed-
dings, birthdays, and the upcoming holidays.

The procesds will be used to purchase a mi-
crowave oven for the kitchen in the fellowship
hall, serving utensils, and other items that will
be usaful In preparing and serving food for
church funclions, We feel this Is for a worth-
while cause

Flease reserve coples by conlacting Sisters
Bridget Floyd, Meagan Speight, or Claire
Fhiladelphia.

5th Annual Taste

Tea
December Sth

The St. John AMEN Staff will host the Sth An-
neal Taste Tea on Sunday, December 8 after
the 10:50 a.m. worship service,

L

Mambers and friends are invited to prepare
favorite dishes (along with the recipes) for the
tea. Recipes that have not already been pub-
lished in the AMEN will be published in one of
the monthly issues.

This year we are encouraging members who
have recipes in the cookbook 1o prepare one or
mare of these dishes for the tea,
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Church School Lesson QOverview — December 2001

This month's lesson reviews were witten by
Chureh Schos! Euperintendanf, Brofther Willa J
Sandifer (2nd, Sth, 16th and 30th) and Sister Pal
GErier (#30d)

December 2, 2001

Lesson Tithe: The Servant's Mission
Lesson Scripture: [saiah 43:1-T
Printed Text: Issiah 49;1-6

Key Verse: And he said, It is a light thing
that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up
the tibes of Jacob, and to resiore (he pre-
| sarved of Israel; | will give thee for a ight 1o
the Gantiles, that thou mayest be my salva-
tion unto the end of the earth. Isaiah 496

In this lesson we examinge the role of God's |

servant, who has been pgiven a mission o
bring hopa and light to others. Isaiah, perhaps
the most important Book of the Old Testa-
ment, reveals God's plan mere completely for
His people than any other prophet in hislory.
Isaiah focuses on the Messiah and His love
for His people despite their rebellion and dis-
obedience. The "Servant" is not just the na-
fion of people, but One wha has been given a
special assignment that will benefit avery na-
fian.

December 3, 2001

Lasson Title: Tha Peacelul Kimgdom
Lesson Scripture: [sakah 11:1-9
Frinted Text: Isalah 11;1-8

Key Verse: The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lle down with the
. kid; and the calf and the young fion and the
| fatling together; and a fittle child shall lead
them. |saiah 118

We are reminded that believers are now a
part of the New Kingdom where righteous-
ness, peace, and joy abound. In Isaiah 11, the
prophet is given a glimpse of God's prophetic
future, Though Israel had rebealied against
God and did not want to obey Him, God
chose not 1o leave them in their sins. His
promise to David was sure. One of David's
sons would sit on the throne and rule God's
people forever. Isaiah helps us understand
that God's purpose for Israel would be fulfilled

in Jesus Christ who would rula the etemal king-
dom with power and authorily as King and
Lord,

December 16, 2001

Le=zon Title: Comfort for God's People
Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11

Print: |satakh 40:1-5, 8-11

Key Verse: The grass withersih, the flower
fadath: bul the work of our God shall stand for
ever, Isaiah 40:8

|saiah gives Hazekiah a strong and prophetic
word of God's future judgement on the king.
Because of his lack of faith in God and |srael's
sinful ways, the Babylonians would conquer
Jenusalem, Gods people, and thelr ireasures
and take them to thair land. The judgmeant was
also against King Hezekiah's sons and the gen-
erations to come. |saiah prophesied that they
would ke sunuchs in the palace of the Ring of
Babyion. This prophecy was fulfilled in Daniel
13,

December 23, 2001

Lesson Title: God's Servani Brings Hope
Lesson Scripture: Luke 2, 8-20

Printed Text: isaiah 3:2-T

Key Verse: 'Forto us a child is born, to us a
Son s given, and the government will be an
his shoulders. And He will be called Wonderiul
Counselor, Mighly God, Everlasting Falher,
Princa of Peacea,’ |saiah 8.8

This Sunday's lesson is about HOFPE. On this
Sunday before Christmas, the lesson focuses
on the hope that we all have bocause Jesus
came into the world and gave meaning to the
gaason of Christmas.

The lesson Scoriplures are taken from the Okd
Testament (Isaiah 2:2-T) and the MNew Tesla-
ment (Luke 2:8-20). The Scripture from Isalah
{ells of the hope and promise of a *great light”
that would come and bring the world out of its
darkness of sin. Chapter @ of Isajah tells of the
promise of & child who would reign on David's

(Conirmed on page I}
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"THANKS

9Ty

Thanksgiving is ...
Thanksgiving is ...
Thanksgiving is ...

Thanksgiving is ...
| Thanksgiving is ... thanking God for the workd
Thanksgiving is ...

Thanksgiving is ..

Thanksgiving Thoughts

By Sherry Patton

Thanksgiving is ... the time for thanks.

Thanksgiving i5 ...  goodfoed, fun with famdly.

Thanksgiving is ... time o give thanks.

Thanksgiving is ... g day to give love.

Thanksgiving is ...  family gatherings,
Thanksgiving is ... vigis from friends.
Thanksgiving Is ...  giving to others and family.
Thanksgiving Is ...  prayer, families giving to others.

Thanksgiving is ...  atime to share.
Thanksgiving is ... prayars and good food,
Thanksgiving is ...

Thanksgiving is ... your family and friends.

Thanksgiving is ... & constant aftitude of gratitude

giving thanks and counting blessings.
time for families to share big meals.

& time to reflect the goodness of God.

 Fhanksgiing oy
Kyle Speight, 8 years
Kevin Speight, 8 years

Danielle Howall, 11 years
Kianah Israed, 10 years

Geoffrey Brown, 12 years
Adrina Sconiers. 10 years
Jafiza Williams

Shanti Owens, 17 years
Ashley Ball, 15 years
Jamal Wilkams, 17 years
Phytlis Gonner

Wallace Parham, 5 years
Alexis Howell, B years

giwng thanks o God for His many blessings.

Mable McCal

ramembrance, love, and reconciliation. Lea Williams, I

Michaela Brown, B yaars

groups of pecple coming tegether to pray.

Elany Washington, 8 years
Jessica Melson, B years
Galke MeCall

{you fill in the blank)

Whatever Thanksgiving is 1o you, this Thanksgiving take time to make a fist of the things for
which you are thankful and pray a prayer of thanksgiving to Goo, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Gaod from whom all blassings flow; Praise Him all creatures here balow.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hast, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghos!. Amen.

il o Pl |
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Putting Faith into Action 2001 - Williams Family Home

Habdeay for Himanity of Madizon Conty, St John AME Church, Mallard Creek PB Association Brotherhood Organization

H ABE - Pictures by Brother Jason Brown

U AN

Pictures from the final days of Habitat Build 2001

The 5t Johm A.M EN. Stalf thanks Brother dason Brown far faltfiely supoilying piciunes froughoul e Budding on
Faith 2007 project,

St. John A.M.EN. B Page 9

H AR '
HUMANITY

Habitat for Humanity
Building on Faith 2001

By Tanya McCresa

Habitat for Humanity of Madison County sponsored the building of a four-bedroom home
for, and with, Sister Janice Willlams and family at 881 Toney School Road in northwes!
Madison County, Church pariners in the build were St. John and Mallard Creek Primi-
tive Baptist Association Brotherhood Organization. The completion of this beautiful
home is a wonderful blessing from God.

Once again, the members of St. John came together and volunteered their time, talents
and prayers, Each contribution was essential. Many members donated sweat aquity,
delicious lunches (Missionary Society and Stewardess Board), Gatorade, juice, bottled
water and more. As Coordinator, | would like to personally thank all who helped to en-
sure ancther successful build,

The home was dedicated 1o God on Sunday, November 4, 2001 in a Holy Spirit filled
ceramony. Reverend McCall began with a prayer. Brother Robert Bremar, Executive Di-
rector for Habitat for Humanity of Madison County, followed with a presentation of
plagues to the churches participating in the build, Brother Bob Kubichan, team leader,
prasented a Bible from Habitat to Sister Williams. Sister Wiliams thanked God and dl of
the volunteers and made a spacial presantation to Brother Bob Kubichan, for his unsael-
fish, dedicated service. Sister Lydia Owens made a special presentation to Brother Willie
Moare, house leader, for his dedicated sarvice and positive attitude regardless of the cir-
cumstance, Sister Shanti Owens dedicated a beautiful song “Excellent” to her Aunt
Janice. Reverend McCall prayerfully blessed the home and property. Brother Harold
Maoaore, President of Mallard Creek P.B. Association Brotherhood Organization, offered
the benediction and closing prayer. All who shared in this blessing had a wonderful time.
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1= rong. The plure from Luke fulfi i |
" " - | e | - | hope and promise and tells of the Birth of the EHCDUFEQEE Youth to
- | Messiah, our greatest Hope. As 1his lesson is it . . ”
| taught, emphasis should be placed on the sig- MakE nght Chﬂ[ﬂes
1 nificance of Isalah’s foretelling of the prom- .
i | Ised Messiah and the fulfilment of that prom- By Phyllis Conner
s ise in Luke 2.
Baoard Mesting | The Church School celebrated H: Promotion
Jesus as described in Luke 2:11. *For there is | - WOrShIp Service. The Ineme for this years
bom ta you this day in the city of David a | PoGram was t’;‘jﬂ‘gﬁﬁ;ﬁhggﬂl"“es- i
9 3 4 5 6 b d 8 Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”. During this | P2 g P ASONON. Wie: Wirs,
Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of | Loma Howell, Call to Warship; Mr. Willie San-
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G and Occasion; Mrs. MNedra McDanial, An-
' g 10 11 12 13 14 ‘ 15 ! t:::::;#;ﬁ:ﬂtﬁmﬁ ;tg_': _r-éal.luns nouncements and Guest Recognition: Gale
Printed Tex: Isai.ah 431&' McCall, Offertory Senlences: and Mrs. Ada
’ Houston, Prayer of Thanksghving.
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Annual Tasts Tea 00 p.m. YPD : A 2Tng | wwmen Making Right Choices, Trouble Comes
forh judgment to the Genliles. |saiah 429 Anyway.® His biblical texd was taken from Acts
. .
: lsaiah 41 opens with the nations being chal- E:E?EEE. Dr. Lee Williams, I, infroduced Rev-
lenged by God, whe reminds them of His | 5rend Campbell. The Children-Youth Cheir
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greatness, power, wisdom, and foreknowl-
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1050 &.m. Worship o ;;w pm ey 00 prn. CHOSSN peiopee = Was-bo. The Loel musaind | Lo op s Wil sromotions: Baginners -
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— 1
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Important Dates to Remember

= =

November 18

Mowvember 21

Movember 22
‘ Movember 24
December 9

Pecember 16

Harvest Sunday, sponsored by Fifty-Plus, 10:50 a.m,
Brother Darrell Ezell, Freacher

Downtown Thanksgiving Service, First Baptist Church,
600 Govemors Drive, 4:00 p.m.

Pastor's Aid, Bake Sale after sach sarvice

GHIMF Thanksgiving Service, St. John AME Church,
T7:00 p.m., Reverand Dr. Wendell Thompson, Preacher,
Reverend John Clay, GHIMF Presidenl

Thanksgiving Day

South Birmingham-Huntsville Planning Meeting

Annual Taste Tea, after 10:50 a.m. Worship Service

Children’s Christmas Program, 2:20 a.m.

Thought for the Month = *.. .then will | hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will haal

IMDNIC . e tand.”

- 1l Chronicles 7:14

5t John AM.E. Church
229 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256) 534-3265

(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

stiohnameh@acd. com

Rt. Reverend Z. L. Grady, Presiding Bishop
Maother Carrie R, Grady. Episcopal Supervisor
Dr. E. L. Blankenship, Presiding Elder
Raverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Inside this issue ...

2007-2002 Oiffcars
GHIMF Revival
Thanksghing

Non-profit

L5, Postage

1P 01
Husesville, AL
Permit Mo, 240

Fev. & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr.
G305 Matic Rd.
Hunteville AL 35810
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Senior Pastor of
Big Bethel is
Evangelisi for

Summes Revival,

Dr. Davis Featured
Evangelist for Summier
Revival

By Bridgst Flayd

Rev. Dr. James L. Davis, Senior Pastor of
Big Bethel AME Church, Atlanta, Georgia,
was the evangellst for SU John's Summer
Revival. Tha services were hedd August 5-
7, 2002 at 5:30 p.m. Members of the Staw-
ard Board led devotion nightly, members of
the Senior Usher Board served nightly, and
Sb. John ministerial staff and guest minls-
ters wers on program each night.

Worship in song set the stage each night for
the evanpalisl’s semmons, The Gospel
Choir was featured Monday night.  Thay
were directed by Mr. Cleveland Witson and
accompanied by planist Mz, Antoinetle Wik
son and percussionist Mr, Talben Cox.
Tuesday night the Children™outh Choir
sang, directed by Mrs, Ellen Washinglon
and accompanied by Mr. Kevin Lang, pian-
Ist. ©n Wednesday night the Male Chorus
renderad music, led by Director of Music,
Mr. Rufus Gilmare I, Pastor McCall, the
svangelist, and those In altendance gave
accolades to outstanding musicel perform-
ances by each group.

Dr. McCall presented the speaker each
night with highlights of his varfous acocom-
phshments rather than reading from a for-
mal vita. He emphasized the fact that the
highest endersement Is o trust one's child
o the spiftual care of an individual, which
& he case with Dr. Sonya McCall, who I3
now a4 member of Big Bethel and was in
supportive sttendance durng revival. Dr.

| Davis has moois In Alabama [of which he

spoke proudly) and has pastored several
churches: In  the South Birmingham-
Hunisville District. Al Big Bethel he has

Canmfmed on poge 1F

Pastor McCall's Letter
"Traveling i a Storm™— Acts 27

What do you do when you are travelling In a
orm?  In the twenty-seventh chapter of Acfs,
Paul Iz a prisoner in a storm aboard a ship
headed for Rome. This experience of the Apos-
tie shows us how to copa with many storms we
may pass through in our own journey home,
Cer transitions and seasons of life ars often
starmy such as beginning a new schaol yaar, 3
new |ob, a new relationship, an fllness, and a
host of other problems and plans known and
unknown. However, the example of Paul shows
us the value of dependence on God as you and
| travel through the storms of [ife.

Although Faul begen the trip as a prisoner, at
the end of it he was the caplain, As you know
from your reading of this chapter, by the grace
of God moving through the Faithful testimony of
Paul's presence, all passengers wera saved,
although the ship was lost,

The pan outlined in chapter twenty-seven for
iraveding in fife's storms i very simple whether
the storms are: 1. Spiritual, such as temptation
or sin; 2. Emotienal or economic, such as tha
loss of a job, divorce, retirement, peer pressure;
3, Physical, such as ilinesses, stc.

!‘-"‘Eul'ﬁ axample b us as we travel in life's storm
is simple;

{Connimmed an page £)

Inside This Issue

Deaconess Comer Fage 3
Back to School Feature Fage 5
VES =0nline with Jesus Fage 7
Habital Building Blitz Page 8
Annual Conference Scheduls Fage 9




St. John AM.E.N.

*Trusling God in Tight
Situations”

*Faor His Father and
KMother Knew Mot
Thal it was For thea
Land"

Summer Revival 2002

Cnmed from nage 1)

spearheaded an economic development program which offers opportunity to some and cammu-
nicates a need o “cease and desisi” io negative elements who previcusly inhabited the historic
“Sweel Aubum® ares of Atlanta, The nurmerous ministries of Big Bethel will be joined by an as-
sisted living facility in January of 2003, Dr. McCall emphasized thal in Dr. Davis' ministry, and
Iterally, “God epens doors thal ne man can-shut.” He alluded to the atypical occurrenca of the
|etway door being epened, sllowing Dr. Davis o beard, affer the plane had begun o prepae Lo
leave the gate of Hansfield intemational Airpert in Atlanta,

The sermon title for Monday was “Trusting God in Tight Situations® from the text | Kings 17; 1-
15. Dr. Davis indicated that church people talk about faith more than they use it. That is, It Is
untested, similar 1o a waler resistant walch which has yet to be submerged. He said a different
kind of faith is needed “when your back i up against the wall®, It is then “time 1o trusi God”

He referred to the Biblical inslances where God had tired of the |sraelites who had been blessed
by God bul “thought more of the gifts than tha Giver”. According to Dr, Davis. no matter what
God gave {(or glves) it was nol (is not) His Intention that it take the place of the Giver. In the
text Elijah had the task of letling the people know of God's displeasure. The manifestation of
this was God's causing a drovght, due not only 1o lack of rain but the formation of dew as well,
As directed, Elijah told King Ahab. The land was baren but God placed Elijah "on a welfare
plan” where the raven brought food and Elljah drank from the brook, Ultimately Eliiah, too, was
tn the throes of fully expardiencing the drought. God gave specifie instructions for him to go to a
town and ask & widow to prepare food for him. Elijah was persistent in lollowing God's direc-
tions despile the widow and her son being on the brink of death due to lack of food, and her in-
sistenca that she could not fulfill his request. But “God had arranged 1", therefore when she
relented, making two pordions and giving the larger to Elijah, she and her son were blessed with
an abundance of meal, and life rather than daaih.

Or. Davis emphasized it 15 important 1o 1) Pul God's Agenda Before Yours, 2) Understand How
God Operales, That is, *He gives no regard 1o how réluctant we are, He just wants us to do i,
He said that in a “tight situation ... enough is enough. God's grace and mercy are enocugh to
get you through®. He urged those in allendance 1o not worry about their 401 K's: Trust in God.
;E;iaggirwlgi% ?nbmrt Wall Street scandals; Trust in God. Don't worry aboul war around (he world:

Cr. McCall invited people 1o Christian Discipleship and to allar prayer which was led by Rev.
Carey Vickars.

On Tuesday. Dr, Davis spoke from Judges 14: 1-4 and urged the reading of the 13th and 14th
chapters in their entiraty. His subject was the family is under attack and from the text specifi-
cally “For His Father and Mother Knew Mot That it was For the Lord”, Dr. Davie padnted cut that
ihe family is the most abused gifl that God has on Earth. He wen! on to say °It Is a place that
we furt, and hurt others more than anybody or anything else, He gave the reason as the family
being the “only thing that gives 'a care’. No one eise cares enough about what you da”.

Dr. Davis said the family is an instrument of Ged that He will use to save the world: “As the
family goes, 52 goes sociely”. Chikdren are a product of their families; ie., their behavior
whether respectiul or disrespectful reflects the home in which they were raised. He suggested
that if a parent made mistakes In rearing a child, s(he) should apologize 1o thal child and "do 2
batter job with the grandchild®. Dr. Davis indicated "no child s bom by mistake, but by purpose
of God's plan®. He admaonished those who would copndamn a perscn, or the child borm 1o that
person, wha is noi wed
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Deaconess Corner

Dear Friends,

To emphasize a recent Sunday School les-
son on Sin and Forglveness, we pray the
following poem for each of you and our-
salves, realizing that *for all have sinned
and fall shot of the glory of God' -
(Romans 3:23),

FAITH AND REVEREMNCE

If | nave utlered idle words or valn,

If | have turned aside from want ar pain,
Lest | myself should suffer through the
strain —

Good Lo, forglvel

If I have craved for joys (hal are not mine,
If | have let my wayward heart reping,
Crwelling on things of earth, not things di-
vine-

Good Lord, forgive!

If I have been perverse, of hard, or cald,
if'1 have longed for shelter in Thy fold,
Whan Thou hast given me some part to
hiolid-
Good Lord, forgivel

Forgive the sins | have confessed to Thee,
Fongive the secrel sins | do not see,
That which | know not, Father, teach Thou
frie-

Help me fo live.

Author = Chare: H. Gabirisl

Flowers on the Altar

August is the monih to sign up to Sponsor
“Flowers on the Altar.” Sponsors are being
solicited for any of the Sundays from Sep-
tember 2002 through August 2002,  Anyone
interested in signing up for one or more Sun-
days should contact Sister Paartean Myhand
na fater than August 21, 2002,

Baptisms

Talisha Rice and Lenita Rochelle will b=
baptized by immersion on Sunday, August
25 al T AM at Indian Creek P.B, Church, 220
Indian Creek Road, Rev. Timothy M. Rainey,
Fasior

We praise God for these parsons who have
made lheir decisions for Christ,

Mustard Seed

Itz better 1o be in the storm with Jesus,
than 1o be in the storm withowt Him,

"Then they ory ouf o the Lord in thair trouble,
Ard He brings ke ol of their disfresses,
He calms the sform, So that [is waves are
sl "

Fsalm 107: 28 - 29

JAG!

St. John Welcomes
New Member

The following person |oined St John this
micnth:
Himberly Batile

Please Infroduce yourself to our new mem-
ber and welcome her to St. John.

Pastor's Letter

{Carmtoad fram poge 1|

1. Know whosa you are, who you are and who
i5 in control, (27:23)

2. Don't panic. Claim God's promises. (27:24)
3, Keep the faith. (27:25)

Let us trost and thank God everyday for His
healing and saving help received by faith in
the death and resumection of Jesus Christ our
Lond and Savior who mastered every storm so
that in Him no storm would ever master us.,
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Cantmued from page 2

Dr. Davis referred to the 13th chapter where a child was given to a basren woman. 1t is here
that clarification of the slewardship role is given regarding the duties of parents, because chil-
dran belong to Ged. Dr. Davis described his practica over the past five years of requiring thres
counseling sessions with parents prior to baptism of children, to preclude a ceremonial commi-
ment without follow-throwgh in bringing up & child in the church and the word of Sod,

The Biblical text focused on the early years of Samson who had a good family home that pre-
pared him for “responsiblé independence” so that he could leave home when he was grown,
Subsequently he met a woman who peaked his interest and retumad home for guidance fram
his father rether than from his less wise peers. Dr. Davis described in the vernacular his pErGep-
tion of how Samson was impacted by this woman. He advised parents to be open with children
regarding thelr experiences and share their wisdom and guidance, not pretend that they did not
face templations or made all the right cholees in their youth. He gave examples of how crilical
parents can be when considering their children’s friends and romantic interests, He focused on
the varaia indicating that in their criticizm, Samsen’s parenis did not know that God was in Sam-
son's selection.

Dr, Davis indicated that the greatest gift Is that a “child will rise up and call you blessed”, He
had the congregation stand as he stated *The strength of family is found in unity” Further, the
church family is & unique family in isall. As everyone held hands, Dr, Davis offered a prayer of
unity, DOr. James R, Johnscn gave the dismissal prayer after altar call,

On Wednesday night Dr. Davis spoke on "Dealing and Living in the Meaniime® with Psalm 30
a5 e lexl. He defingd the meantimea as the most difficult ime In which we fva. Not everyone
recognizes thelr meantime as such, bul mistake & for their "end fime”, Meaplime siuations
hawve caused pecple o “blow their brains oul because they could not cope”,

Darvid wrole of his serious illness and “friends” who rejoiced in his liness. Although David was
o ian after God's own hea”, prior to his Hiness, he had begun to five in "a false sense of
prosperity” and "God allowed him to become ill°, according to Dr. Davis. He advised against
allowing material things to Interfere with knowledge thal *God is in charge® and expressing
thankfulness to God for health and strength. Dr. Davis suggested ways (o deal with tha
"meantime™ 1) Aclivale Your Remembrance...of His Holiness". Remember what God has
done and that "anything thal God will bring you ta, he will bring you through®. 2) Thank God For
What He Has Dene, He urged autcmatically giving thanks for what may be viewed a5 a minor
avant (brushing teeth, hair, waking up). According to Dr, Dawvis, “a thankful spirit aliows you o
siretch out for God, . we stretch out our fadth until it TiEs®. 3) Leam How 10 Pray, Effective prayer
pocurs when you understand what God wants to happen, That is, the more knowledge you
have of God™s word and will, the more effective your prayer life can ba.

Dr. Davis said "there |5 no failure in Jesus...| can do all things” when Gad is in the piciure, With
regand to the "end point”, David's words were quoted: “Weeaping may endure for a night, bul joy
cometh in the morning.” In the end time God will take away the sorow of the world

Clasing remarks wera given by the evangeiist and Dr. McCall. Dr. Davis gave the benedictien
for this summer révival that *began® in those present,

St. John Youth Excited About Returning to School

5i. John Youth wers asked to share their excitement about relurning fo school for the 2002-2003
school year. Here are their responses,

1 am excited about refurming fo school this year because.,.."

“we will lrave new classmaies, we gata new room and we will have a aew feacher.”

Regin L. Tarver
4th Grade, Whitesburg Academy

I will see old fiends, meef new friands and leam new things.”
Ashiey Ball
11ih Grade, Johnson High School

It iz my first year in college, so | am very anxious for school o stan.”
Rakita Sconiers
Freshman, Alabama ABM University

I have afof of wark fo oo and | have (o fake 5 SAT fect®
Druscilla 5. Fitcharn
5t Grade, University Place Elomentary

T have seven feachers, | gel fo go o & new schoal and | have a locker,”
Danielie Micole Howell
ath Grade, Moarowia Middla Schoal

o like chemistry and reading,  Afso, Fam excifed aboid 4.C. E"
Michaela J. Brown
4th Grade, Rainbow Elementary

T am ready to star! learming again.”
Adrina Sconiers
Bth Grade, Ed White Middie School

I hawven't seen mast of my friends in the T grads for two (2) whole years.”
Eeaff Brown
8ih Grade, Discovery Middle School

I get away from my boring surmmer actvilies,”
William Mosley
Bth Grade, Ed White Middle School

“because | learn Math and English and Social Studfes and Reading/”
Alexds Howel
15t Grade, Monrovia Elementary

there was nothing fo do [during the summer]. Now there (s something fo do; we get fo
coor, write and eat lunch with fends.”

Kouringy Bunweall

3rd Grade, Lynn Fanning Elemeniary
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‘ We Pray for Students
‘ Returning to School!

By Sister Judith Gardnar

Gaolng back to school showd ba a fun time as
| pur children make new friends, as they chtain
reéw leachers, and as they gain new leaming
experiences, But with all of the school shoot-
ings, violence, drugs, and pegative peer pras-
sure, going beck to school has turmed into a
scany time,

We pray daily for our siudenis as they return
to sehioal,

We pray for parenis, teschers, and school
staff of all schooks,

Wea pray for God's protection, His care, and
His guidance over their lives.

We pray for sludenls who are batlling forces
that our eyes canl see,

Whose classrecoms have been transformed
inte batile fiekds,

And their playgrounds are being used for drug
deals,

We pray for students whose minds are ab-
sorbing what thelr teachars do and say,

For the fulure of owr nations is in the class-
rooms of loday.

Many students have bean fost alorg the way,
Overwhelmed by worries, cares and dismay.
Their dreams have been shatiersd, their hope
destroyed.

And in this moment of prayer, lel us ba still,
because God s still God.

We pray for studenis, as they receive new
dreams to dream.

Whe break the rules

And pray in school,

We pray for students as lhey stand tall
apainsl the forces of the enemy,

Finding sirengih Im the blocd of the lamb,
Fulling down strongholds, destroying walls,
And gaining victory through prayer for all

We pray for our students,

Church School Back-to-
School Celebration Filled
with Fun

By Willla J. Sandifar

The oid saying “time flles when you're having
fun” applies 1o tha August 8" Back to School
Celebration sponsored by our Church School
During the Sparkler, The Unspoken Word,
Pizza, and Jeopardy, lime really did ssem 1o
fly, leaving mo thma for Musical Chairs andfor
Pictionary., We send a =pecial thanks o eve-
ryone who made i such a tremendous avent,

As a reminder, we wish lo leave you wilh a
cotiple of quesiions:;

Unepoken Word Clie

1) Was in the bepianing with God,
2) Root and Offspring of D ovid.

Jeapiardy Answer
Matihew's Gospel

Who were the Pharisees anid
Sadducees confident in having ax
their father?

Maithew 3:9

“Train up a child in the way he
should go:
and when he iz old, he will nat de-
part from it."

~Proverbs 22:6~

St John AAM.EN.
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2002 Vacation Bible School Focused on SIt;}FI‘.I'iQ
“Online With Jesus”

By Clarence Cooper, Jr

£L. John held its annual Vacation Bible School during the week of July 15" threugh July 187
The thama for VBS was Onfine With Jesus, Clarence Cooper Served as the 2002 VES coordina-
tovr.

The 2002 VBS was taught by an exceptional assambly of teachers who worked Urelessly devel.
oping activities and lesson plans that knitted seamiessly with the VBE theme. Throughout the
course of the week, each cfass was asked to create a banner that not only tled 1o the theme On-
Mg With Jesus, but additienally represented the creativity of the class. Each class presented is
benner during the culminating program on Friday, July 18,

The Preschool class was taught by Mrs. Lorraine Parham and Ms. Patrice Mcintosh. The always
jubilant Preschool class assisted with the nightly devotion by presenting the Bibde, the Christian
flag, and the American flag. The Preschool class banner featured the title E-pals with Jesus and
contained Bible scripture and plctures of each student. When preseating their banner, the Pre-
sohool class recited in unison "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be saved!™

Ms. Alice Hereford, Ms, Brenda Loft, and Mrs. Erica Harbin taught the Primary class, The Pp-
mary class banner featured the tille | Can Talk About Jesus. The Primary banner additionally
featured pictures of sach student and ways that we all can stay connected with our Savior,
When presenting their banner, the Primary class listed fowr (4) Things We Can Tell Abouf Jesus:
1. God gave Jesus a5 & gift to all mankind; 2. Jesus died on the cross for us; 3. God forgivas;
and 4. God gives eternal Iife Tor all who believe.

The Junfor class was taught by Mrs. Pal Mclntosh, Ms. Cassandra Ingram, and Mr, Ronald Mcin-
tosh, The Junior class banner featured the litle Ways e Stay Connected (o Jesus, The Junior
banner played off a desktop computer idea and was surrcunded by the various ways wa siay
connected with Jesus. When presenting their banner, the Junior class listed prayer, study of the
Word, and church school attendance as ways fo stay connected with Jesus.

The Teen -lass was taught by Brother Reymond Nomel and Brother Eric Etheridge. The Teen
class banner featured the VBS thome Online With Jesus as its title, Around the title, the Teen
class placed pictures of Biblical personalities, which Included Maoses, David, and Moah among
others. When presanting their banner, the Teen class focused on faith and how we can usa the
lives of these great Biblical personalities as patterns for our lives, By doing so, we too can ob-
tain an even closer reiationship with Chrisi.

The Adult class was led under the direction of Mrs. Lilly Rivers and Ms. Rosa Whittaker, The
Adult class banner featured the book title on which class discussion was centered; Jodmay (o he
Weil, by Bishop Washii M. MckKenzie, the first female bishop of the AME Church. The Adull ban-

| ner centered around A project in which each Adult class attendes was given a small feit waler

pot that they wera responsible for keeping all wesk. Upon conciusion of the class, each atlendes
was asked (o return with their pot filled with “something® so that it could be mounted next to the
woll on the Danner. Thal “something” was a life lesson or meaningful thought or experience hat
led them to the well, similar to the expenance that the “waman at the weil” had with Jasus,

In addition to the wonderul class aclivities and discussions, VBS 2002 atlendees where treated
each night to refreshments provided by the various boards, choirs, auxiliaries, end organizations
of 51. John, VBS attendees were also glven an excallent educational workshop on pottery and

sculpture, prasented by Dr. Clifton Pearson on Thursday, July 18",

(Cosrinued om pape £
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The attendess, teachers, and voluntesrs con-
ducted a Spiril-filed culminating program on
Friday night, which began with the singing of
Vickory In Jesus. Cedificates of Award and Ap-
preciation were presented to all youth at-
tendees, teachers, and vyolunisers. Pastor
MMeCall closed the 2002 Vacation Bible School
with inspirgtionai words, the invitation to Chris-
tian Discipleship, and the benediction,

Mustard Seed

Focus on the bigness of your God,
and not the bigness of your problems.

The name of the LORD 15 a sirong fower.
the righteous runneth infe ¥, and is sale.
Froverbs 18:70

JAG!

Building Blitz

Each year members of 51 John paricipata in
a Habit for Humanity Building project during
the summerfall season. We parner with
other ehurches and organizations in the cily Lo
build & home for a family selecled by the
Hunisville Habitat for Humanity office,

This vear we will paricipate in a {wo week
building bitz from August 31 to September
14. The Church of the Nativily, 51, Matthew
Episcopal Church, First Christlan Church, St
John AME Church and First Missionary Bap-
fist Church will work with Kerry and Falina
Baker-and their four children to build a house
for the Baker family.

Brother Eddle Whitehead s the coordinstor
for St John, Please contact Brother Whita-
head or the church office for maore informa-
tion.

Come and Go with Us

Sunday, September 15, 2002
&:00 P

| Wayman Chapel AME Church

Decatur, Alabama

| Pastor's Day for Reverend R. B, Hereford

Sunday, September 29, 2002

4:00 PM

Matthew Chapel AME Church

Fackler, Alabama

Pastor's Day for Reverend Vicki Sanders

Pastor McCall will preach for each of the sery-
icas and the combined chalrs of Sl John will

zing
Please be prayerful and supportive.

FoodSource Ministry

Sunday, August 18th, will be the last day to
purchase a FoodSource unit for August. The
cost of a stapdard wnit is $21.00 and tha cost
of a family pac |s $37.00, A gdll pac is also
available far 315,

Flease contact Reverend Claudewsl] Camp-
bell ko purchase a unit.

Mustard Seed

The past cannot be changed.
It matters not how you start out,
but It counts on how you end up.

"Brethren, | count not mysell o have appre-
hended:

but this one thing | do, Torgetting those
things which are behind,

and reaching forth unto those things which
are before”

Philipplans 3:13

T

e
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NINTH EPISCOPAL DISTRICT African Methodist Episcopal Church
2002 Annual Confersnce Schedule

The Right Reverend T, Larry Kirkland, Presiding Prelate
Mrs. Mary L. Kirkfand, Episcopal Supervisor, WMS

September 3, 2002
The WKE Conference Branch Annual Mesting

Alabama Conference
Seplember 3-7 .
ST, PALL AME CHURGCH

Revarend Joe Rembart, Host Pasiar
JCE East Pation Avenua
Montgomery, Alabama 35111

Septembar 10, 2002
The WS Conference Branch Snnual Meeting

South Alabama Conference

September 10-14
PARKS CHAPEL AME CHURCH

Reverend Dllver Allen, Jr,, Host Pastor

| 1000 Montana Stresat

Dathan, Alabama 36303
Rest Week
Seplombar 24 3002

The WMS Conference Branch Annual Mesting

East Alabama Conference
September 24-28
GAINES CHAPEL AME CHURCH

Révarend Banjamin L Little, Host Pastor

404 Eant "A° Straat
anniston, Alabama 36201

Octaber 1, 2002

| The WkiS Confarance Branch Annual Mesting

Morth Alabama Conference
October 1-5

GRANT CHAPEL AME CHURCH

Reverend Jamas A Rumph, Sr., Host Pastor
G831 Division Averua
Elmmingham, Alabema 352068

Rest Weak

Oetober 15, 2002
The WMS Conference Branch Annual Mesting

Caentral Alabama Conference
Dctober 15-18
SRAMNT CHAPEL AME CHURCH

Reverand Maron Brock, Host Pastor
Selma, Alsbama 35701

Cetober 22, 2002
Tha WMS Conferenca Branch Annual Meeting

West Alabama Confersnce
October 22-26
BEETHEL AME CHURCH

Reverend Ronaid Mared, Sr,, Host Pastor
1624 Avenue '0° Enslay
Birminghar, Alabanms 35218

District Meetings

Planning Meeting
Mowember 8-3, 2002

Founder's Day
February ¥-8, 2003

Mid-Year Convacation
March 21-22, 2003

Youth Crusade for Christ
May 17, 2003

MNOTE: The WMS Annual Meelings are on Tues-
day and the Annual Coanferances are Wadnesday
through Saturday
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Church School Lesson Review

2 OB

Church School Lesson Overview — September 2002

Foatmved from page 16

|
The Church School Deparment  provddes the |

momthly lessan review for the 51 Johin AMEN
This modlh's lesson peviews written by Wille . J.
Sanaifer {1at Sundayl, Agnes Balley (2nd Suncayl,
| Pat Grisr (3rd Sunday), Wilis J, Sandifsr (41 Sur-
| dayl and Vanona Wallon (S Sunday).

Septamber 1, 2002

Lesson Title: Repentance and Renewsal
Background Scripture: 2 Chronlcles 20, 30;.2
Kings 18-20

Lesson Scripture: 2 Chronlcles 30:1-12

Kay Varse: “The LORD your God is gracious
and compassionate, He will not tum his face
from wou if you refumn o Bim." 2 Chronlcles
03

This Iesson helps us see that the majority
does not accepl the call to true godiiness. A
godly king realizes the “product’ he has 1o of
fer — renewal of proper worship — is desper-
alely needed by all the Jewish peopie. 5o, he
sends his "sales force’ throughout the land
with the message, only to have them repeal-
edly rejected and scorned. MHe presses on
with: his plans, and many ame spiftually
blessed. King Ahaz bed tha country far info
| jdol worship, but king Hezekiah fwmed it
around. He rastored the Passaver feast that
had been long neglected.

Septamber 8§, 2002

Lesson Title: God Restores A Sinner

Lesson Scripture; 2 Chronicies 33:1-13
Key Verse: When he prayed to him the Lord
was moved by his entreaty and listenad to his
plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem
and to his kingdom, Then Manasseh knaw
that the Lord is God. 2 Chronlcles 3313,

The focus of this week's lesson is forgive-
| ness As we study the fife of King Manasseh,
we see an eyl man that |s forgiven by God.

Manasseh boecame King of Judah at the age
of twalve and ruled for fifty-five years, Hea
bagan as an extremely evil king and led the
hearts of the people away from the Lord, Be-
cause of their sins, the people were led into
captivilty in Babylon. I was during captivily
that Manasseh sought the Lord and Ged
heard his prayver and forgave him. Manas-
sah's repentance i a dramatic lesson in

Giod's Grace,

Wa should remember that there is no person
&5 evil that God cannol save them. |t i5 not the
amount of evil in one's life, but the response to
God that matters, God will save anyong who
tums Yo Him regardless of how wicked 1hay
hawe baen.

Septamber 15, 2002

Les=son Title: A Sinful Pecple

Lesson Sorpture:: Zephaniah 1:12; 3:1-7, 11-
15

Fay Verse: “The Lord within her s nghteous;
He does no wrong. Moming by moming He
dispensas His justice, and every new day He
does nmot fal, yel the unrghieous know no
shame.” ({Zephaniah 3:5)

This Sunday's lesson is taken from the book of
Zephaniah. The prophet Zephaniah prophe-
sled during King Josiah's reign, about tha fime
the prophat Jefamiah's ministry began.
Zephaniah proclaimed a message of impend-
ing judgmant by God wpon a sinful people and
the fulfiliment of a promise to restore Jernuss-
lam and God's chosen pecple.

This Sunday's lesson can be Studied and
taught in three parts,

Parl | — Zephaniah 112 - The day of the Lord,
the time when God's Lordship and judgrient
will reign, is coming. Mo sinner will be able i
hide. God’s judgmeant will prevail, Zephaniah
1:12a porrays God as one searching every
comar with lamps to fret out the unrighteous.
Zephaniah 1:12b porrays the people as COM-
FPLACENT = like dregs left in wine, the worih-
lass and offensive bits of sediment that setile
inwine as it agas.

Fart || = Zephaniah 3:1-7 = Zephaniah speaks
of the wickedness of Jerusalem and opens
Chapter 3 with a oy of WCE - indicaling a
three-fold indicirment of being oppressors, be-
ing rebellious, and being marakly filthy, Zepha-

| miah wamed the people that they would feel
| God's wrath if they did not repert, The people

heeded nol Zephaniah’s warning, and felt no
shame for thair £lns.

PART Il = Zephaniah 3:11-15 - Zephaniah
{onitaupd om page 1)

reiterates o the people that God' does not for-
gel His promises. God has promised to re-
siore Jerusalem and His chosen people
Zephaniah closes this Book with 8 song of de-
light thal thosa who are In Christ look forward
fo the returmn of Christ and the New Jerusalem.

In gonclusion, we are to remember that there
is a day when God will Judge us according o
the lives we have lived, We should live each
day obeying God's commandments and desir-

| Ing to sarve Him with our whole hearts.

Saptembear 22, 2002

Lesson Title: Josiah Makes a Mew Baginning
Background Scripture: 2 Chronicles 34, 35;
2 Kings 22, 23

Lesson Scripture: 2 Chronicles 54:1-4, 18-
21, 28-33

Key Verse: “Because your heanl was respon-
sive and you humbled yourself before God
when you heard whal he spoke against this
place and s people, and because you hum-
bled yoursell before me and tore your robes
and wept in my presence, | have heard you,
declares the LORD." 2 Chronicles 34:27

In the long reign of Manasseh and the shor
reign of Amon, places of idol worship were
built all aver Judah, King Josiah ordered tham
destroyed. This lesson is about 2 godly king's
efforts to restore lost distinctions. In desiroy-
ing idolatry and unholiness, Josiah was no
‘moderale” as some of his godly predeces-
sors had been. Josish's grandlather
Manasseh, in embracing and promofing afl
kinds of pagan practices, was one of the wors
of Judah's kings. He led his people in these
evil ways until they became worsa than the
pagans around them. This evil king changed
ine his latler years. He supported the real God
as vigorously as he had supported the fakes.
Eamestly he tried o undo the evil he had
daone, but was not completely successful.

September 29, 2002

Lesson Title: Rebellion and Judgmeant
Lesson Scripture: Jeramiah 8

Key Verse: This is what the Lord says:
"Stand ai the crossroads and look: ask for the

ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and
walk init, and you will find rest for your souls”,
Jeremiah 6:16

Chapter 6 of Jeremiah begins with a warming of
hostile forces that would overrun Judsh from
the north. The people of Judah conlinuously
ignored the numerous wamings about the
maoral pellution that gravely imperiled their so.

| ciaty. They were lold how fo cure it, but they

were 6o busy enjoying life. The sinners In
Judah could not complain that they had no way
of knowing what was right, since God's genu-
ing prophals were constantly amaong them, But
the peopte refused fo pay atlention and repent.
Since the people of Judsh refused to act in
God's way and refusad to heed his wamings,
He would have all the other nations to lake no-
lice. God wanted the whole world to be witness
to the fact that their rebeltion against him will
be punished.

God brought disaster to the people of Judah,
nol because he wanted to, bul because the
fruit of their schemes required it. The armed
invaders, instruments of the Lord’s vengeance,
will come from "the porth®™, This nodhem in-
vader was identified as Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon. His forces would destroy Jerusa-
lem and take most of its sunvivors into capliv-
ity.

We, in society loday hawve the same choices
that the people of Judah had. God lets us
choose gur paths, bul we ame wamed that we
must accepd the consequences of our choices,

5t. John AME Church
Church School Department

Erother Willie J. Sandifer, Supenntendent
Church School convenes al 945 AM each

Sunday. There are classes far all ages, Eveary-
ong s mvited Lo attand,
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—| Important Dates to Remember N

August 25 Baptism, T a.m., at Indian Creek P.B. Church, 320 Indian Creok
Road, Rev. Timothy M, Rainey, Pastor §37-2335.

August 31 - Saptember 14

Habitat for Humanity Building Blitz,
Erother Eddie Whitekead, Coordinatar for St. John

Septembar 15 Wayman Chapel AME Church, 4:00 PM, Decatur, Alabama, Rew.
R. B. Herelord's Appreciation, Pastor MeCall preaching

September 22 Men's Day

Sentember 28 Harvest Home Fellowship, Handy Chapel AME, (Gadsden, AL

Soptember 29 Matthew Chapel AME Church, Fackier, Alabama, Rev. Vicki
sanders' Appreclation, 4:00 PM, Pastor McCall preaching

Dctober 1 MNaorth Alabama Conference WS Annual Meeting

Dectober 2-5 174th Session Morth Alabama Annual Confarance, Grant AME

Church, Blrmingham, Reverend Jarmes & Rumph, Host Pasior

Thought far the Month = °In every crisis there is @ message. Crises are nature's way of fﬂrﬁng'

change - bresking down old struclures, shaking loose nagative habits so that something new
land better can take their place.” - Susan Tayior

INDM.C .
St. Jehn AME Church Nen-profit
228 Church Street gﬁbFucsl.&ge
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Huntsville. AL
(256) 534-3265 Permit Mo, 240

(256) 534-5828 Fax

Return Service Requested .
stiohnamehiaol.com

Rt. Reverand T. L. Kirkland, Presicing Bishop

Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor

Revarand Dwight Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Rev. & Mrs. Roberl Hereford, Sr
BEX05 Matic Rd.
Huniswille AL 35810

Inside this issue ...

L2002 Summer Revival
lYacation Bible School
Hack o Schoo!
Habitat Building Blitz
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Bishop Kirkland
Presides at North
Alabama Annual

Conference

And &sre wa yof afve,

And zee sach othars fars?
Gy and prase (o Jesis oive
For His rederming grace,

The 124" Sessien of the North Alabama
Annual Conference began  officially on
Wednesday, OCctober 2, at 10:00 AM at
Grant Chapel AME Church, Birmingham,
Alabama. with the processional of Bishop
Kirkland, General Officers, Presiding Eld-
ers, and Minlstars of the Caonfarence, The
Iraditional opening hymn, “And Are VWe Yat
Allve.” was sung and ihe confarence was
off to a spirit-filled start, The Annual Ser-
mon was preached by Revarend T. Eric
Mathan, pastor of Greater &t Paul AME
Church, Florence, Alabama, and a son of
the pulpit of St, John. Rewverend Mathan's
sermon was cenfered In 2 Corinthians 4:1-
T and it was entitied "We Have This Minis-
try.” Bishop Kirkland was chiel celebrant
for the ocelebralion of the Lord's Supper,
Governor Don Siegeiman also addressed
the conference during the opening session,

The business session of the Conference
began on Wednesday aftemoon with the
Foll Call of minislérs and lay delegates,
summary reports from the Presiding ER
der's Districls and the reading of Pasteral
Feports. Pastor McCall, the: first to read &
Fastoral Repod, was supporied by Mrs.
McCall and numerous members of his con-
gregation. 5i. John's delegale, DOy
Jeanafle Jones, spoke on behalf of the
church, Coples of the Annual Report ara
available frimm the pasior's office.

Pastors and delegates continued to make

[Clantmyad o page 7

Pastor McCall's Letter

Enemy of the Truth

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his par-
ents, that he was born blind?” (John 8:2)

It has bean noted thal Jesus performed more
miracles of the type mentioned in John 9:1-12
{giving sight to the Kind) than of any other and
it is also known that the rabbis had developed
the principle that “there is no death without sin,
and there s no sin without iniquity.” They also
held that “terrible punishmenis come on people
because of the sin of thelr parénts,” and that “a
child could sin In the womb," or that s soul
‘might have sinned in & preexistent siate”
Hence we are confronted with the above ques-
tion by Jesue' disciples, "Who sinned... 7"

Rather than Lo distracted by the ploys of the
satanic accuser, "Who sinned? “Who is sin-
ning?" “Who will sin?" Let us stand steadiast
with eur master, Jesus, who said: "You shall
know the truth and the truth shall set you
free.” (John B:32) Jesus is the tuth. The man
born Blind was cured by Jesus wheress the
Pharisees ramained spiritually blind.

Rather than casting the blame (the Accuser) in
gny situation, why not have a progressively
closer walk with God through community in-
volvament and by having a deeper relationship
with a Man cal'ed Jesus (8:11), Why not share
the blame of claiming the truth of Jesus’ words
as did the man bomn bBlind? Sec what happens

Comtinued o pape 1)
Inside This Issue
Degconess Comar Papge3
Chirch Schodl Pape 4
Men's Day 2002 Page 5
Book Review Fage 10
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The New
Anointed Ninth
‘3 New Breed,
A New Day,

A New Way'

Mraialt 43:18-19

B==

Annual Conference

prtiaued fram page 1
Eulr reports over the next day and a half
Bishop Kirkland listened intensely o gach re-
port; offered suppon, encouragement, and
advice; and also added touches of humor

Rich preaching continued throughout the con-
farence. In addition to the Annual Sermon by
Reverand Nathan, other powerful s&mmons
were preached. Revemnd J. G. Ern|t!1. pasior
of Miles Memarial, defiverad the MIEEH‘.II:IEIW
sermon on Wednesday evening during a jomnt
service of the Sons of Allen and the Womean's
Missionary Sociely, The text was from St
John 2:7-B and the message was entilled "It's
Time to Chenge." Rev. Melvin Wilson of the
First Episcopal District (pastor of 51 Luke
AME Church, MNew York City/Harlem)
praached the Noon Hour of Fower S.E:I;lm';—ﬂ ':Ih_ln

reday, Rev. Wilson's sermon w -
Ergd anlfF"saIm 34. It was entitied “The Con-
fassions of & Crazy Man" Reverend Roose-
velt Williams, pastor of Hopewell A_1'.I'|E
Church, Kingston, preached the Lay Bight
sermon, The text was from Exodus 25:10-22
and the message was entitlad "4 Radical En-
counter with Christ.” The Ordination service
was held at noon on Friday wilh E‘-Flnl:{al Dffi-
car Johnny Barbour preaching. His text was
Philippians 2 and the sermon was entitled
“Following he Uttimate Servant.”

The Youth Might Service on Friday nighl was
a sermon through praise in song, dance, ka=
rate and Christian Rap,

Ministers of the conference preached 1_]1&
WWord dufing devetional medilalions. The Fnlrsl:
Day Aflerncon Session devolional rneditation
was deliverad by Reverend "u'lGl'E! Eagnaﬁ
with lext Acts 3:12-18 and was entitled "Cnly
Through ©hrist” Rey. C. Clepion gave tha
meditation for the Second Day Maming Davi-
finn. The meditation wes entitled “We've ot
io Ga Through the Might.” with lexd Fsatim
ag4-5. The meditation for the Second Day
afternoon Davotion was ghven by ey, Wli-_
mer Marshall. The title was "Peace Be Sill
and the text was St Mark 4:25-41 Raw, Da-
mien Littizjohn gave the meditation for the
Third Day Moming Devotion

st, John ministers, lay, missionarias, and

ulll were paricipants ihreughout the con-
1#::ntanv:.vc-l. Pgsmr lE'ﬁall::Gaﬂ served as Confer-
ence Secretary and Conference Dean. Doele-
gate Jeanelle Jones sarved on the Resolu-
tion Committes. Mrs. Eleanor Bumeait re-
ceived a cerificate for her office of Corre-
spending Secrelary for the Conference
WIS, Many St John youth participated i
the Youth Choir and praise dance team for
wouth Might. Licenliale Meriam Garrell was
admitted to the Annual Conference, Brother
siomel was advanced to First Year Studies
Reverend Glaudewsll Campbell was ad-
vanced le Fourth Year Studies, and Rever-
end Debra Woods was ordained ltinerate El-
der. Brother Willie J. Sandifer aszisted with
the Church School service on Saturday
ETISTNAn.

The closing worship service began at 11:00
AM. Presiding Elder A, L. Hyche served as
worehip leader. Presiding Elder D, E Dillard
presenied Bishop Kirkland who gave the ser-
mon. The serman Was anchored in | Thas—
salonians 1:1-10. The title was “The Kind af

_Church God Wanis." Bishop Kirkland ex-

gunded on the description Paul gave of the
1éh-.n-:::hu at Thessalonica and highlighted fhree
models of the church:
1 Be sure you have an “elect
church ™ Are you saved?
2. The church must be e:-:an"!_li':l_mry-
2y WETE EXAM of what they taug
i 3, God WI::E’&E an enthusiastic ehurch.

i Wirkland stated he is fired up about
?r:gll:kiplhlngs hut what he is fired up most
about is that on Friday, Jesus digd and on
the first day, Sunday, Fle got up — nn-:_! that
he is saved Dy what Jesus did. The stirring,
Spirit-filled sermon moved many throughout
the sanciuary.

The service and conference concluded -.r._-nh
ihe commissioning service and the reading
of Pastaral appointmants by Bishop Kirkland.

we welcoma Rev. Dr. Homer L. McCall as
the pastor of St John AME Chureh,
Hunteviile and Presiding Elder Dillard as Pre-
siging Elder of the Bouth Birminghaim—
Hunisville District.

St. John AM.E N.
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Deaconess Corner

Bubmittad by Deaconass Anite Burnae

God Is our Protector and our Strenglh. Every
mature Christian knows that God is God and
God alone. He was Suprame in the begin-
ning and He is Supreme in the end, Psalm
48 zays nalions are in an uprcar, and king-
doms crumblel God thundess and fhe earh
melis. The Lord Almighty is here among us.
Tha God of Jacob is our fortress, Then, why
do we have need o fear and fret In these
limes of crises lhat we face today, if God is
our ever present strength and help In limes

of trouble? Let us humbly bow in "A Prayer
for Peace”.

| A FRAYER FOR PEACE

D Father, up in heaven,
hear this fervent prayer—
May the people of ALL NATIONS
BE UNITED IN THY CARE,
For earth's peace and man’s salvalion
can come only by Thy grace
And not through bombs and missiles
and our gquest for outer space...
For until all men recognize
that “THE BATTLE IS THE LORD'S"
And peace on earth cannol be won
wilh strategy and swords,
We will go on vainly fighling,
a5 we have in ages past,
Finding only empty victones
and a peace that cannat last...
Bul we've grown 5o rich and mighty
and so armagantly strong,
We nolonger ask in humblengss-—-—
"God, show us whears wa're wrang”...
Wea have come 1o lrust completely
In'the power ol man-made things,
Unmindful of God's mighty power
and that HE |3 "KING OF KINGSE", .,
We have turned our ayes away from =i
to go our selfish way,
And meney, power and pleasure
are the gods we serve ioday. .
And the good green earlh God gave us
o peacefufly enjoy,
Through greed and fear and hatred
We &re seeking to desiroy..
Gh, Fathar, up in heavan,
stir and wake our sleeping souls,
Renew our faith and lift us up
and give us higher guals,

Pastor's Letter

(Caatinnad fam paga J)

when Jesus “the prophet” (2:17) Is the center
of our evangelism, Why not continue o grow
I grace and im the knowledge of Jesus {as
the man im ikis narafive) by taking up your
cross and by fulfilling your stewardship re-
quirernents? Yes, God is goodl Why not
heve a closer walk with God so thal you will
progress, a8 did the man bem blind, inlo

laarming above all to warship Him as the Son
of God.

| For sur communllty involvement, evangelism,

and stewardship are all rooted in our worship
of the Son of God, Jesus is Lord, To God be
ihe glory. Let us continue to advance God's
Kingdoem fhis year through worship, steward-
ship, evangelism and communily involve-
ment. EACH OME REACH ONE|

Mustard Seed

If you don't like the situotion which you
are in,
try changing the way you think.

“#nd do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind,
sa that you may prove what the will of
God is,
that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.”

Romans 12:2
JAG!

I Deaconess Corner

And grant us heavenly guldance
as war threatens us again—
For, mare than GUIDED MISEILES,
all the world neasds GUIDED MEM.

(The posm iz from the Hook ‘Someons Caras =
The Coflected Foama of Helen Steiner Kice']
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Church School Lesson Overview — November 2002

The Church Sshesl Deparimant provides the | ©0d conlinues lo act out of compassion. As
menthly leszon review for the St Jehn AME N | you study this lesson, remember that Geod is

This month's lesson reviews wiitfen by Wits J
Sandifer (15, 2nd and 4th Sundays) and Rosefla
Wiliiems {3rd Sunday),

Movember 3, 2002

Lesson Title: The Fall of Jerusalem
Background Scripturs: 2 Chronicles 38:8-21,;
2 Kings 24;:8-25.26

Frint: 2 Chronicles 26:11-21

Key Varse: "The Lord, the God of their fa-
thers, sent word 1o them through his messen-
gers again and again, because he had pity on

" his peopie and on his dwelling place. Bul they
| mocked God's messengers, desplsed his

words and scoffed at his prophels” 2 Chroni-
cles 36:156, 16

This lesson describes the result of the sins of
the people. It was not just the king wha had a
problam; the people and leading priests weare
also upfaithfel and desscrated the femple
They have walked in thelr own way, disre-
garding ihe direction of the Lord; now they
face peopls who caré nod Tor the Lord and
know not of His compassion, They have re-
fused to hear the cry of the poor;, now they cry
and no one shows them compassion. The
Babylonian army came three fimes, eveniu-
ally leveling Jerusalern and the temple. They
took mosl of the survivors §o captivity in
Babylen. The fall of Jerusalem teaches us nol
to take for granted the warnings of the Lord,

| November 10, 2002

Lesson Title: Grief and Hope

| Background Scripture: Lameniations
{ Print: Lamentations 1;12-16; 3:22-26, 31-33,

40
Key Verse: "Because of the Lord's greaf love
we are not consumed, for his compassions

[ mever fail. They are new avery morning; grest

is vour faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22, 23,

This lesson describes Jerusalem's plight and
attributes it to God's judgement, The rabal-

| Tious people of Judah wers in captivity. Their

grief and hope found expression in the book
of Larmenlations. Judah had ignored the word
of God end no comfort was available.
Jeramiah declaras God's - steadfast, never
ending fove; and sees God as a source of
hope. Although God's judgement s painful,

waiting 1o show mercy to yeu,

MNovamber 17, 2002

Lezzon Title: Who |5 To Blame

Lesson Scripturs; Ezekiel 18

Key Verse: Know that all llves are mine; the
fife of the paren! as well as the life of the child
is mine: i is only the person who sins Lhat
shall die. Ezekiel 18:4 {(NRSY)

In today's lesson, we find thal emphasis is
placed on individual responsibility. Ezekiol, a
prophel of God, did nol baligve the old proverh
that says children would inherit the sins of their
father. He held on o the hope of forgivenass
ardd mew life—when each person repenis of his
own sins and tums from his evil ways. Today
as in the Biblical times, many peopie blame
everything and everyone else for thelr actions
except ourselves, This s very sad bedauss we
are givieg our control and power over to some-
one else

The people to whom Ezekiel spoke had been
very rebellious and refused to obey God. They
were exiles In Babylon, Ezekiel stressed that
they have the opporfunity to repent. He taught
that salvalion would bring new life to them.
God had disciplined the exiles; however, Eze-
kigl taught them that they still had an opporiu-
fify to change and Tind the life that God de-
sired for them regandlass of their sins.

In summary, Ezekiel presents God’s truth fo
people who are addicted to their own sinful
ways. They want to continue thinking that they
are innocent victims of thaeir fathers' sins.
Many will continue to say that it is not fair 1o
punish them for sins that they did not commit.

| Ezekigl challenges us fo acknowiedge God's

faimess in deafing with our sins 00 a personal
kasis. God holds us gll sccountable only for
our own sins and not for the sins of others.
God's judgment will be fair, just, and right,
whather the people choose 10 see it thal way or
nat. Judging each one according to his ways
means that no one will be held guilty or inno-
ceant because somecne else has done wrong or
right. We have all sinned; howaver, our God is
a forgiving God.

L.omttmsiaid ow page 8}
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Christian Men Leading in Worship Through Prayer
Men's Day 2002

By Ciifton Pearson

The thema for the Men's Day Celebration, “Christian Men Leading in Worshi r x
WaE an Inspired theme. At the first, and only, organizational rrmEEIIti'lg fior m': &E‘n‘lﬂhr;?ymg;h
sal around tables in the fellowship hall. They seemed somewhat stallad by the coming of 11
(September 11, 2002). Two or three man worked on a draft for a program theme; one had writ-
ten down some possibilities before toming, Suggestions were passed on slips of paper in the
direction of Pastor McCall, He received the fragmented statements and seemed 1o start a
process of mentally moving them around. Then he verbally altered the words untl he formed a
theme from the fragments. Somehow if fit the mood of the group and chargad them with a task

for the upcoming program. The men of St. John would prayerfully lead in the
ber 22 worship service. i e i e

Mr. Rufus Gilmore I, Director of Music, had the Male Chorus members arfive at the church at
nine-thirty befora the start of the Men's Day program. |t probably seemed to some that those
QuUYySs are realty Into their music. The truth of the matier is that the chorus did not know one of
the aelections becausa they honored Mr. Gilmore with a surprise dinnar on one of the rehearsal

| nights. Afer eating, Giimora had a true challenge getting “musical®
The other reason for the early arrival was that the Mala Chorus sta
prelude to the program.

sounds from the group.
fed & prayer service as a

/

E-_ursrﬂtt Brooks, Jr. challenged the men
with a thought provoking occasion,

The Male Chorus rendered selections

“I'va Been Singing Hallelyjah All Day*
and “You Can't Make Ma Doubt Him"

Col. James O. Heyward read an-

ROUNCBMENTS &nd welcomed visiors. Brother Waller Williams blessed the

congregabion with selection, * | Walk
Wih God"
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November 2002

Men’s Day 2002

After the prayer service the program began with the printed Order of Service and continued in S Mon Tue Wad Tiwi £ Sa
fine form. Then Bishop DeVeaux was up io preach (great!). The Bishop announced that his text ! et il L =it
was from Jude and Micah and the message was entilled "Walking in the Pathway of Duty”™

1 2
We were into our third hour of senice whan an inspired Bishop William P. DeVeaux seemed to
transition from the guest preacher info choral director. He called for a soloist and then com- {
manded the women and men in the church to sing alternataly. "It is well, it is well; with my aoul, '
with my soul,” they sang. It was indeed well with our souls as our voices raised with the instru- / Pirst Guarterty

ments, filing the entire air space. Some stood with their eyes closed; others stood with out- Cosleranion
stratched arms. Most sang through larsge smiles, What a wonderul closing!

- :
: L - 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
g
L 3 B:00 a.m. Warship
: Beds am. 10:30 am. Mowsichier
e It Chuirch Schoal Staft Meating
i . 150 am Woship Moon Prayar
ELECTION DAY | 1230 prn. WS Mestting
Firat Guarterly 50 Plus Maating 02 g:ﬂ:,:rmsg } i5:00 pm 8:00 p.m. Siewerdess
Conferenc B30 AM iy mﬂ"'“' Male Chorus Board Meating

AMEN Deadline
Bishop DeVeaux directs the choir and congragation in singing the invitational hymmn, "It Is |
Wall."
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
As program chairman, | reflected on the concept of duty 8 it applied to the program partici- _
pants, Some of tha men volunteared for duty, for othars it was regular duty, and a few wers e
drafted, Nonsa of the participants resisted, regardiess of the task required. No one was AWOL et . Moo Peayar
and none took the duly ightly. Each man's action, from the starting prayer to the closing musi- 10:50 am, Worship | Yeimran's Day
cal nole, iIndicated willingness to "do justice, love mercy and to walk humbly with God.” The 650 B 00 p.m.
Bishop's message was well recetved and confirmed that we must pray in the Haly Spirit, be i 5“"‘"‘”“ Frayer Serice,  Sanchuary Cneir |
faithiul, and walk the dutiful path. Binle Class :‘IJI:I pm
ala Chiorus
By all accounts, the event was a blessing. It is well; it is wall with my soul, AMEN ' [ i i 1 = - —
) 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
B30 am Wanship
B-48 pom. Ghwceh
_$4‘.-l"|m| Oon Prayar
050 a. m. Woemhip ;l:!:]l'.'l nmﬁwm 800 o.m 600 pm,
4:00 p.m. EIIIIFI! Clacs Banchuary Chgir  Male Chorus
Steward Board
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
B30 aum. Wanship
Bed8 am Chirch
MNew members Lanita Aochelle, Lillie Rivers, Jeltery Rivers, Taksha Rice, Patrice Ruffin and 15""”'“' GHIMF
: ) i L] i : ugﬂ- m W h Th
Benita Jackson were read into full membership during the Men's Day Service. bt o Tesagicy

Deintaiem
Thanksgiving
Bervioo
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Important Dates to Remember

Octobar 20

Octabar 20

October 23-31

November 2.3
Movamber 5

Movember 8-9

Church School Anniversary and Fromotion Day,
Rev. Debra Woods, Preachear

POP Fall Festival, 4:00 PM, Searcy Homes Area
Music = Dance - Drama — Refreshments

GHIMF City-wide Revival, First Missionary Baptist Church, 7 PR,
Rev. Dr. Dennis J. Ward, Pastor of Main Streat Baptist Church,
Lesdington, Kentucky

First Quartarly Conferanca

Election Day, 7 AM =7 PM

Ninth District Planning Meeting

Thought for the Manth —

INDNJC

Then the man sakl, "Lord, | believe," and he worshiped Him." (John 2;38)

St. John AME Church

229 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
{256) 534-3265

(256) 534-6828 Fax
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sfjiohnameh@acl.com

Rt. Raverend T, L Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mre. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
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Reverand Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor
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God's Emancipation Proclamation

Paster Homar L. McCall

The Spint of the Lord is upon me, because He has ancinted me to preach the gospel to the poar: Ha has
sant me to heal the broken hearted, o proclain fberty fo the caplives and recovery of sigh! o the bind, fo
saf at ibarty those who are oppressed; fo proclaim the acceplable year of the Lord - Luke 4:78-79

The Ancéntirg

The anointing is the difference. As we celebrate the birth of Chrisl, we are reminded of the
Holy Spirit we receive at our rebirth by grace through faith in Christ, What a wonderful celebra-
tion at Christmas - God's Emancipation Proclamation! For it Is nol meraly a weekly, monthly,
or gnnual (Biack History Month) remembrance. ARhough it is on the inside, It's value is not re-
fiected by any outside appearance. The anointing of the Holy Spirit through our union with
Christ is the difference. At Christmas we can spirtually visualize Jesus identifying with us as
the Holy Spirit descended upon Him at His baplism (3:21-22). We can also remember that He
was filled and led by the Holy Spirit in the wildemess (4:1-13). He delivered, in the power of the
Spirit, God's Emancipation Proclamation of our salvation (4:14-21). As children of God. let us
dafly claim the power of the anointing of the Holy Spirit — the greatest gift of Christmas. We
can claim His power through constant, fervent, unselfsh prayer and through daily reliance on
the WORD of God  The Anointing of God is the difference nol only st Christmas but for eter-
ity

The Preaching of the Gospel

Jesus, the Ancinted One = Prophet, Priest and King — preached good news 1o all espacially
those with an attitude receptive to the gospel. It is an altilude which only the Holy Spirit can
provide, cullivate and nourish. What a wonderful gift we can share anytime, anywhere, anyway
and with anyone — the proclamation that Jesus Is LORD. He still delivers the captive. He still
breaks yokes, bondages and enstavement to drug addiction, violence, destructive thought pat-
terns, pride, arrogance or Sexual promiscuityl He still can empower anyone to live, move and
have thelr being in Him through a life of abstinence that honors the CREATOR rather than
samve tha crealure,

Through claiming the power of God's anointing let us share the good news that “the weapons of
our warfare are not camal bul mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds..." (2 Cor-
inthians 10:4-5)

For the salvation of souls, let us claim and share the viclory Christ already has won. Let us
pray that cthers be comvinced, convicled, and converfed by the Holy Spirit to repent. rely on
Christ's WORD and be refeased from the penally of elemal death by His grace through faith in
the living Christ. His ansinting is the difference for anyone, anytime, anywhere.

The Healing
God's Emancipation Proclamation (Luke 4:18-18) also reminds us not only in December or Feb-
ruary but also in any month or day of the year that "Jesus was sent lo heal the brokenhearted,”
Although the emphasis here |s our spiritual healing, Christ is the Physician whose ministry
proves that He was sent to heal us bodily and spiritually. Hearts and homes need healing at
Christmas. Congregations and communities nead healing at Chrisimas. Studants, schoals,
leachers, parents need healing at Christmas. The eldery, the young need healing at Christ-

{Contimed o paaps 27
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Deaconess Corner

Submitted by Deacaness Ada Houston

A Wondrous Christmas Cake

Stir 'til very soft and dreamy
One cup of Cliristmas fight,
Pour the milk of kindness i,
To make it snowy wihite;

Trustees Elected for

Conference Year
2002-2003

The Church Conferance elected the following
Trustess for the 2002-2003 Conference
Year,

Ewverstt Brooks, Jr.

el Wilbert Brownlow
Never spare the sweet tidbits 'u"..ln; Ilpllngu Clark
e Phyliis Conner
Of gentle love .r.'mfqunng, Bridget Floyd
Add as much as you can spare Geneva Fontenot
Lk : . Earl Griffis
Of giving, listening, shanng. K Guallstts
William Hammond
No need to brown or bake, Randy Love
No néed to frost orice, E:ﬁ::ﬁ,“pﬂm:ﬁ
Just share your wondrous ﬂ?“"ﬂf;m
Christmas Cake, L}.rnan Sherrod
G ryone a slicel Tarmy Speight
PR i Laureita Teague
3 Lae Willlarns, 1
Praying you fiave a warm and sharing
fholiday!
Church Officers
Mustard Seed 2002-2003

Generous people aren't
necessarily faithful to God.

But "faithful perople™ are always generous.
" .. frealy you have received, freely give,.”
§t. Matthew 10:8b

JAG

James O. Heyward, Sr., Sacretary

Medra L. MoDanial, Treasursr

Cora H. Speight, Financial Secrelary

Willie Sandifer, Church School
Superintendent

Lorraine E. Parham, Director of
Christian Education

You are Invited!

Christmas Program
Everyone is Envited 1o attend the Annual
Christmas Program on Sunday, December
22, 2002 at 1ﬂ:l.'lllJ AM in the church sanctuary.

Mis, Lomaing Parham is the coondinator.

Pastor's Message

{Covatinund from page [}

mas, The homeless, the hungry, the helpless
need healing at Christmas. Our national fam-
lly needs hesaling at Christmas. Abraham's
family — the human family = needs heating at
Christmas. The Anointing of the Holy Spiri
we share through union with Jesus Chst is
the difference — He is our salvation] He is our
healing! He is LORD.

—

St. John AM.E.N.
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The @Prince
of Peace

Song of Isaiah

Evelyn M. Jshnson

“For unto us a Child is forn,

To us a Son is given.”

And to the earth on Christmas morn
God sent His gift from fieaven.

“The government shall be upon

FHis shoulder, * strong to bear

The burdens of mankind since dawn
Of time and all its care.

THis name was “Wonderful to bel”
The name of matchless worth,

For unto Him would every knee
Of man be bowed on earth.

“Counsellor, the mighty God,
The everfasting Father” of
A children of the common sod
TWho bring to Him their fove,

“The Prince of Peace,” all Rail to Him,

Who born tn cattle stall
Now reigns on Righ, mid serapfiim -
The sovereign Lord of all

Love Came Down af Christmas, Jenny Ever Hancock, ideal Publications, Nashvitte, Ten-
nassee, 2002, page 2.

For unto ws a child is borw, unto us a son & grven: and the government sfhall be upor fils shoul
der- and it name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The might God, The everlasting Fa-

ther, The Prince of Peace. Isalah 9:5 (KJV)
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“Gift of Warmth” AMEN Staff Purchases
Sponsored by the New Microwave
December Group for St. John
By Darls Outiew

The cold winter days are quickly upon us.
The Decembar Group will sponsor their
second Annual *Gift of Warmih® for the
homeless,

& box has been placed in the church Ioblby.
Please place new or used blankets, wamm
hals, scarves, gloves, and heawvy duly socks
that read "one size fits all” into the box.

We are asking our church families, friends,
boards and organizations 1o help us achigve
success in this communily project.

Lef us share the gift of warmih to owr homie-
less neighbors as well as keeping them in
Our pPrayers.

Love Came Down at Christmas

Love came down at Christmas -
Love all lovely,
Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.

By Christina Rosselli

The AMEN staff is pleased to announce that
they have successfully mel the goal of pur-
chasing a convection‘'microwave oven for the
kitchen in S1. John's fellowship hall, As read-
ers may remember, the profits from the sale of
our cookbook, AMEN! A Taste of St John and
Friends, wera to ba used to purchase the mi-
crowave, |t has besn a litile over one year
since the sale of cookbooks began. During that
fima almost 400 cookbooks have been sold.

The microwave was ordered a fiew months ago
and Installed approximately three weeks ago.
It was pul 1o good use during the sixth annual
laste tea held on December §", The AMEN
stafl appreciates the suppord of the congrega-
tion and friends who purchased cookbooks and
contributed recipes that were included in the
publication.

Thiere are sl a few cookbooks lefl. A5 many
of yeu know, they make greal gifts. This is the
parfect season lo purchase the remaining
books, Any further proceads will be used to
purchase serving dishes and utensils for the
fellowship hall. The cookbooks are 58.00 each.

A special thanks is exfendad fo Trustes Board
Vice-Chairparson, Dr. Willle Clark, for his as-
sistance in the puvchase of the microwave.

Welcome New
Members

Ms. Amanda Scott
Mr. Brandon Rochelle

Begin Christmas with
Morning Worship

The Annual Christmas Moming Service will

be held at 8:30 a.m, on Christmas moming.
Begin Christmas in family worship,

Ministries Co-Sponsor
Annual Taste Tea

This year the Women's Praise Dance minisiry
joined with the AMEN Staff to sponsor the
Taste Tea. With the additicnal panicipants in
the planning and execution of the tea, the tea
continued to provide a tme of sharing dishes
and recipes. Over forty (40) different dishes
were prepared and over one hundred mem-
bers shared in the “tasting.”

The AMEN Staff and Praise Dance Ministry
are grateful to those who padicipated in the
tea. We look forward to publishing the recl
pas in future issues of this newsletter.
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St. John AME Church 2003 Calendar of Events
229 Church Street  Huntsville, Alabama
Hamer L. MeCall, ©. Min., Pastor
*Church School Each Sunday, 845 a.m.

*Early Sunday Maming Worship
*sunday Moming Worship

Each Sunday, B:00 a.m.
Each Sunday, 10:50 a.m.

The Lord's Supper First Sunday, each month
hid-Week Service Each Wednesday, 8:30 p.m.
Love Feast Wednesday before First Sunday
¥.P.D. Mesting Third Sunday, following 10:50 a.m. service
Finance Commission Meeting Each Saturday, 8:30 a.m.
Official Board Meeting To Ba Announced
Eteward Board Third Sunday, 4:00 p.m
Trustes Board First Saturday, 10:00 a.m.

Church School Board Meeting Tuesday before First Sunday, 6:30 p.m,

Mewsletler S1aff Mesting Second Saturday, 10:30 a.m.
Missionary Sociaty Saturday after First Sunday, 130 pm.

Stewardess Board Saturday after First Sunday, 3:00 p.m.

Deaconusses First Thursday, 11:30 a.m,
Prayer Tima Thursday, noon

Fifty Plus Auxiliary First Monday, 9:30 am.
Pastor's Ald Board To Be Announced
Chikdren-Youth Choir Wednesday before and after the Znd Sunday, &:00 p.m.
Gospel Choir Last Monday of each month and Thursday after the 1% Sunday, & p.m.
Male Chorus Each Friday except Friday afler 4" Sunday, 6 p.m.
Sanciuary Choir Each Thursday except Thursday after the 1% Sunday, 8 p.m.

* Times will vary on fifth Sundays and special events.

January 2003
January 1 Mew Years Day
January 5 Commitment Sunday
January 14-17 Chureh Growth and Development Seminar
Fenaissance Concourse Hotel, Allanta, GA
January 15 Community Wide MLK Emancipation Frociamation Celebration
GHIMF 7:00 p.m. Firsl Baptist Church, Rev. Dr. Jullus Scruggs, Pastor,
Reverend Dr. G. McClain, Gues! Preacher
January 24-25 Praise Dance Service and Workshaop
January 26 Souper Bowl of Caring YPD Qutreach
January 28 = February 1 Bishop's Retreat
Connectional Legislation Conv W
Connectional WMS Executive Board Meating,
Marriott Hotel = Orlando, Florida
February 2003
February 1-2 Second Quarterly Canference
February 7-8 Gth District Founder's Day Celebration
St. Paul AME Church, Mentgomery, AL
February 2 Founder's Day Celebration {Local Churches)

Rev. Dr. Jerome Harris, Director of Employee Security, Guest Preacher

{Continuid os page &1
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Febniary 15 ath District ¥PD Convenlion
Brown Chapel AME Church, Selma, AL
February 24 Black History Month Observance
March 2003
To be announced Spring Revival
March 5 Ash Wednasday Service, 8:30 p.m.
March 7 Districd Raporing for Mid-Year Convocation
March 16 Stewardess Candlalighl March, 4:00 p.m.
Rev. 0. Wendell Davis, Pastor
Union Chapal MB Church, Hurlsville, Guest Preacher
March 21-23 gth District Mid-Year Cenvocation
5i. Paul AME Church, Birmingham [Smithfiald), Alabama
April 2003
April 8 Daylightl Savings Tima Begins
Ta be announced Wiomen's Ministry Anniversary
Aprid 11 Annual District Conference
Livingston Chapel AME Church, Guntersville, Alabama
April 13 Fatm Sunday
Church Anniversary, 10:00 a.m.
Bishop T, L Kirkland, Gues! Preacher
April 18 _____Good Friday
April 20 Easter Sunday
april 25 &th District Lay Banquet
&t John AME Church, Montgomeny, AL
April 30 — May 3 Connectional Ministries in Christian Education Meeting
Mashville, TN = Mamioit Alrport
May 2003
May -4 Third Quanery Confarenca
May T-14 Self-Denial
May 11 Mother's Day
May 17 Youth Crusade for Christ
St Paul AME Church, Montgomery, Aabama
May 18 Missionary Day, 10.50 a.m.
May 26 Mermaorial Day
May 31 Searcy Homes Block Party
June 2003
Jure 7 March for Jesus
June 8 Pentecost Service, 8 a.m.
Ratres 8 Graduale Recognition Day, 10:50 a.m.
June 12-13 South Birmingham-Huntsville District Chureh School Convention
Miles Memorial AME Church, Tarrant Cily
June 14 FatherSon Banguet, 830 p.m,
June 15 Father's Day
Youth Day
June Z3-26 Bishop's Coundil and General Board Mesting, Convoe W1
Philadelphia, PA
June 28 Hertage Sunday

Cowtimued oo page 130

50+ Members Lead Harvest Service

The 50+ Auxillary Harvest Service was held during 10:50 A.M. worship service on the third
Sunday in Movember, November 17, The guest preacher was Reverend Eara Lockhart,
Associate Minister at First Missionary Baptist Church. Members of the 50+ Auxiliary participated
in the order of service, including the litany, cccasion, memonal, and a special music selection by
the 50+ Choir. The Women's Praise Dance Ministry opaned the service with ministry in dance.
The Children-Youlth Choir rendered the music, The vestibule of the church was beautifully

d&d:u_:lmied with fall decorations and food from the harvest. Mra. Mattie Ezell is president of the
awxiliary.

Pastor & Mrs. MoCall and Rev. Lockhan The vastibule iz decorated with fruits of
e harwast,
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St. John AMEN and Praise Dancers

Hazel Gllmore, member of the
Women's Praise Dance Minstry, was
co-chairswoman for the tea,

Sponsor 6th Annual Taste Tea

 EEm

AMEMN Stall members Garald Teague,
Jr. and Claire Phitadekphia,

Christmas
Bible
Trivia

Test

Crealed by:
wrvewd, hillp-invia.cam.
You may take tha test
and -check your
answers  online  at
http: ffwww . bible-
trivia.com/
Christmas_test. himi
. Answams will also be
posted on the general
ENnouncemants
bulletin board at tha
chaumgh.

1. For the journey to Bethlehem, Mary and
h

Josap

A. Walked

B. Josaph walked and Mary roda 5 donkay
C. Aode a bus

Cr. The Biole does mot say

2. When Mary became pregnant, Mary and
Joseph were

A Married

B. Just friends

C. Enpeped

D, None of the abave

3. When Mary became pregnant

A Joseoh married her

B Josesh wanted to dissolve thesr relatonship
C. Mary left Mazareth for & wise

0. An angel Wwid them to go fo Bethlaham

E Boilh B and C

F. Both B and D

4. Chrisimas has always been observed
A, Dn Decamber 25

B, On Januamy 17

C. & Grandma's house

0. Mone of e above

5. Who directed Mary and Joseph to g6 to
Bethbshem?

| A Herod

B. An angei
. Caasar
0. The IRS

B. Just what is a “heavenly host"?
A, An angela cholr

B. The wealcoming angal i hesven

G.oAn army of angels
D. Mone of 1he above

7. How many angels spoke io the shepherd?
A, & multiuda

B. Two-Gabriel and Michasl

C. One

0. Who knows

B. What song did the angeis sing?
A, "0 Little Town of Bethlahem

B. “Jdoy to the Ward®

. "Glory 1o God in the Highas?®

0. Mona of the above

8. The baby Jesus was bom ina
A Cave

B. Mangar

. Bam

D. Who knows

10. What animals were present ot Jesus birth?
A, Cows, sheep &nd cames

B. Cows, sheap and donknys

C. Lion, thyenz, and bears

0. None af the abowve

11. What |8 a8 manger anyway?

#. A& barn

B. A place for hay
G. A leeding trough
D. A Greek ferm lor & Aursery

12. When did baby Jesus cry?
A When He saw the wisa man
B, Whenewver babies usualky ory
C. Whan the catte siared lowing
D. Mo crying ha makes

13. Joseph's family was from
A, Jerusaiem

B. Mazareth

. Bathlaham

0. Mone of the above

14. Who saw the star over Bethiehem?
A Mary and Jaseph

B. Shephards

. The three kings

D, Both b and ©

E_ Mone of the abova

15. What sign were the shepherds to look for?
A A siar over the stabde

B. A bern outlined with Christmas lighis

C. A baby in & manger

0. Bothm and c

16, What did the innkeeper say to Mary and
Jasaph?

A. | have a stable oul back

B. Thera's na rosm i theinn

. Bofh & and B

0. None of the above

17. How many wise men came to see Jesus?
& One

8. Thres

C. Twalia

0. The Bile doasn say

18, What [n the world are Magi?
A, Easbemn kings

B, Magicans

C. Astrologers

0. Mane of the above

10. Whien the wise men bought their gifis to
Jesus, they found him in.

A & manger

B. A howss

C. A church

C. None of the above

20, Wha tald Joseph to name the baby Jesus?
A, Mary

B. The chief presis and scrbes

C. Angel of the Lord

0. Herod the King
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Sun l Man Tue Wed Thas Fri | Bat ‘
| i
1 2 3 4 |
F
Moon Proayar
|
I Bacayone  biehens |
|
5 6 7 8 ' 9 10 11
B:00 arm. Worship 1030 a.m. Mewsiotior
45 am [S1af Mesting
Church Sohoal B+ Maslng Moan Preyer
10:50 am. Woarship Q:30 &.m, 1:3: g, tfhrir:mng
g:.'!:l o Fﬂﬁrgﬂﬁﬂnu &
Ty ET 4 e
AMEMN Dmadline Bible Class G0 pr{t:lldr .::;p
i
12 13 14 15 16 | 17 18
00 8.m, Weeship Maan Prayes
B45 a.m.
Church Sehoal
10:80 a.m. Worstep B30 pm H .
Frayar Sarvica, cluary Chair et
i pale Chorus
19 20 21 22 23 | 24 25
gl;l:l- a.m, Waorship
845 a,m, Ghurh Moon Prayee b - -
110:80 & m. Warship | v ML L Ky D E’E;;mﬁ.ﬂ"ﬂm- | Ministry Service F:ﬁw
Claas
26 27 28 29 30 31
B8:00 a.m, Waorship w30 p.m, Maon Prayar
g45am, - yor Sarvice
iCruren School B:00 p.m. Bible Class, Love
T0EE0 &, Worship l.‘-iw-pnl Chair Foasl
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The GChivch School Depariment prosides the
monthly ksson review for the St John AMEN
Thiz month’s lesson reviews writhen by Church
School Supenatandent, Wille J, Sanaifar

January 5§, 2003

Lesson Title: Setting Right Priorities

Printed Text: Mark 10:17-27

Key Verse: Jesus, looking al him, loved him
and sald, "You lack one thing: go, s=ll what
you own, and give the money to the poeor, and
you will have Ireasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” Mark 10:21 (NRSY)

When a young man came to Jesus with the
question "“What must | do lo inherit aternal
life?" Jesus gave him the answer he obwi-
ously wanted (o hear, He cited (he command-
ments o the young man. The youmng man
boasted that he had kept all of the command-
ments from his youth. Jesus then asked him
i sell everything, give il to the poor, and fol-
low Him, Even though he had Inguired about
how Lo oblain elemal life, his riches hindered
him from following through, The problem was
that he thought that he could earn etemal life.

Matthew 624 reminds us thal "We cannot
serve God and moeney.” The disciples warme
surprised when Jesus fold them that "It is hand
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
heaven" Maithew 19:23. Anything that is in
our lives that hinders our relationship with
God must be given up. If we were to do as
Matthew £:33 advizes, "Seeck first the king-
dom of heaven, and all these things will be
given you a5 well." all will be well with us.

January 12, 2003

Lesson Title: Purposeful Frizndships

Printed Text: Luke 10:38-42; John 11:20-27,
30-32

Key WVerses: The Lond answered her,
"Martha, Martha, you are womied and dis-
fracted by many things; there is need of only
ane thing. Mary has chosen the better par,
which will not be taken away from her” Luke
10:41-42 (NRSV)

This lesson deals with purposeful friendships, |

which indicates that we do not gel to choose
our friends. Jesus was on His way to the
Feast of Dedication st Jerusalem, when He
stopped by Martha, Mary, and Lazarus’ home.
Martha was working to make the “parfect”

_ Church School Leasun_ﬂue rview — January 2003

meal for Jesus, She wanted to ses that the
house and everything was in order, In contrast,
Mary was more interested in listening o Jesus,
Martha expressed frustration and asked Jesus
to tell Mary to help her. Jesus stated, in Luke
10:42, "there is need of only one thing, Mary
has chosen the betler parl, which will not be
laken away from her” The "befter pan® was
being open i the words thal Jesus spoke.
Mary's spirit was in tune with Jesus” spirt

January 19, 2003

Lesson Title: Truth and Character

Printed Text: John 18:31-38; 19:12-16a

Key Verses: Everyone who belongs to the
truth lisfens fo my voice." Pilate asked him,
"What is truth?" John 18;37-38 (NRSV)

When Pilate questioned Jesus about belng a
king, Jesus did not deny L Jesus said His king-
dom was nol of this sarth, Pilate again tried to
tum Jesus over to the Chlef Priests ad Phari-
segs, telling tham, "Hera is your King." They
refused to accept Jesus as thelr kKing and da-
manded thal He be crecified, Although Pliate
knew that Jesus was innocenl of any crime
punishable by death, he gave in to the pres-
sure and allowed tham o take Jesus to be cru-
cified,

As Christians, we must trust at all times. I the
postlion of faver of money or praise is to be-
fong to us, we do not need (o lis, cheat or steal
for . As the popular contemporary gospel
s0ng goes, "Whal God has fior me s for ma®.

January 26, 2003

Lesson Title: Failure and Restoration

Fﬁ";ﬂd Text: Luke 22:31-34, 54-62; John
21:1

Koy Verse: Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon
zon of John, do you fove me more than
these? He sald 10 him, "Yes, Lord; you know
that | love you" Jesus said to him, "feed my
lambs.* John 21:15 (NRSV)

This lesson teaches us the danger of taking on
temptation in our own strength. Among the
twelve aposiles, Peter is the one who rises 1o
the forefront often in the final days of Jesus'
ministry on earth. God can use flawed people
in His service desplle their shodcomings. God
usas imparfect people and He is in the restora-
tlen business for those who disappoint him but
choose to refum to Him,
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[important Dates to Remember [ -

December 22 Christmas Program, 10:00 AM
December 25 Christmas Moming Service, 6:30 AM
Decembear 29 Heritage Sunday,
Church School 9:00 AM, Worship Service 10:00 AM
Crecembar 31 Watch MNight Service and Love Feast
January 1 Mew Year's Day

That i vou confass with your mowth, “Jesus ia Lord, ™ and bablsve ln your heart thal God ralsed him
from the dead, wou Wil be saved, For i i with your hesrt that you beleve and sre justified, and # is
with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10:8-10 NIV

Thowght for the Month = * baptize you with water for repantance. But afier ma will come one
who 8 more powerful than |, whose sandals | am not fit 1o carry. He will baplize you with the

Holy Spiril and with fire.” = Matthew 3:11
INDMIC i i L1 P 0 ) — -, . SRR
e F—-#
St. John AME Church Mon-profit
229 Church Street Hﬁbpﬂmﬂﬂ
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Hunlsvills: AL
(256) 534-3265 ; Permit Mo. 240

(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

stjohnamehi@aol com

Ri. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Revarand Or. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Fey. & WS Rober Hareford, 51
3305 Malic Rd.

Inside this issue .,

Huntsville AL 25310

Paztor's Chrizfmas Message

Church Calendar
Gih Annual Taste Tea
50+ Harvest Senvics

= Trivia Christmas Quiz
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Christmas Morning
Worship Tradition
Continues at St. John

The tradition of an early moming Christmas
Service at 51 John continued on Decamber
25, 2002 with 2 §:30 a.m. sarvice,

Pastor MeCall presided. Director of Music,
Rufus Gilmore, was the organisi. Frayer
was offered by Stewsrd Clifton Pearson.

| Reverend Claudewell Campbell read the

scripiure,  Congregational songs  were
“Angels We Have Heard on High* and “Joy
to the World®. The Christ candle In the Ad-
vent wreath was Iit by Gale McCall and the
Christmas Moming Advent Litany was led
by Ms, Barbara Johnson, coardinator for the
Advent readings.

Sister Meriam Garreil delivered the Christ-
mas Moming message. Hear sermon was
enfitled “Christmas Presents” with tex] Luke
1:27-35. She spoke of the Christmas pres-
ents that we cannof buy; thankfulness, faith-
fulness and hopefulness.

Sister Garrett reminded us that we should
ba thankful for the changes in children's be-
havior over the past few weeks as they an-
ticipale Christmas presents. We should be
thankiul for whatever we recelve because
some have no presents. The second pres-
ent she described was faithfulness. She de-
scribed Mary's faithfulness t¢ God as she
was able to sing “my soul does magnify the
Lord® The thid present was hopefulness.
We can be hopeful because of & child born
over 2000 years ago — a gift to the world,
Ehe closed by reminding ws that Christ is
the greatest gift — the best Christmas pres-
ent.

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship was
eéxtended by Pastor McCall, The Christmas
service concluded wilth the congregation
joining hands'in a circde and prayer led by
Pastor MaCall.

Pastor McCall's
Message

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
2 Peter 3:18

We could offer a comlemporary educational
paraliel/paraphrase to the spirituality of 2 Peler
418 by noting the purpose of the hotlest topic
in educalion today, the *No Child Leff Behind"
law. The goal. as you know, of this law is to
have 100 percent of sludents reaching profi-
ciency in reading and math by the 2013-2014
school year and schools will be accountable for
raising student achievement. The purpose of
my message this month is not fo analyze the
pros and cons of this important landmark law.

However, to reach this maximum student
achievement and productivity, we do need ads-
quate and sustained parental involvement in
the leaming process as well as enhanced
leacher quality and effectiveness by 2005-
2006. We could net legislate morality {"Love
your neighbor &5 yourself™) into the Supreme
Court Decision of 1854 and the Civil Rights
and Voting Right Acts of the 80's and Amer-
ica's public schools remain basically as segre-
gated loday as they were then, Regretfully and
painfully, an ACT of GOD often mativates us 1o
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior,

Rather than make a resolution foday, wity not
allow the Holy Spirit in you as a believer to
help someone al home, church, school, or
community to increase (through prayer and Bi-
bie sludy) “in wisdom and stature and in favor
with God and men.” (Luke 2:52) If your i

(Commued on page 71
Inside This Issue
Praise Dance Warkshop Page 5
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Deaconess Corner

Submified oy Desconess Anila “Mama Heel” Burne

Peace and love that are shown through
kindmess and joy in the world happen
one heart af a time.

Was the miracle that happened long ago the
source of joy and love within your heard?

How Do You Feel?

Cnce again, this year, the Advent and Chirist-
mas season are past. How did the end of the
season leave you? Are you like some per-
sons, godmy that Christimas is over? Are you
somy all the exciting festivities are over? Are
you one who looks Torward to Christmas all
year long with the delight of a child who feels
that the dazrie of Christmas makes the world
just alright? When the tree lights shine no
mare, s your Christmas Spirl packed away
with the decorations until nexd year? Did Lhe
joy the Christ Child brought ever enter into
your heant?

Are you among those who are glad Christmas

| is ower, If 0, maybe you were tired of the

hustle and bustle of the ssason or perhaps
you are the person who just doesnl ke
Christmas at all. Sad to say we have all
heard the expression | hate to see Christmas
come®. If you are glad Christmas is over is it
possible that you are depressed, lonely, sick
or dealing with the death of a loved ane. Did
conditions thal just didn't come together lead
you fo give up on life? Did you never come
to realize the manger brought the beginning
of life to the Word?

Are you amang those with the spiritual feel
ing of the shepherds, who heard the news
from the angels and found the Chrisl Child
just as they had been told. The shepherds
were not sad
These men carmed Christmas with them for-
aver and farewear,

[ Wil we as God's Children keep the true

megning of Chrisimas in our hearts? Wil we
confinue to share the generous spirt of giv-
ing, loving, and forgiving that we wers

{Corntznusd an pape 4

" New Members Corner

By Cora Sgelght y
i
51, John's newest member s Mrs., Novella
Anderson, Mrs, Anderson moved o
Hunisville just over a year ago. Her daughter,
Mrs, Bevery Hill, s also a member of SL
John., Mrs, Anderson was born in Huntsvills,
but mowved away during her childhood.

Mrs. Anderson was formery a member of
Ebenezer AME Church in Fi. Washington,
Maryland. She lived in the Forl Washington
area for approximately 20 years. Mrs. Andar-
son worked for many years as a receptionist
for 8 Consulting Engineering firm whose spe-
cialty was building churches.

Pastor's Message

Coanmued fraw page )

sonal devotional time has become lax, why not
sincerely say, "™Yes, Lord, | will not be left be-
hind." At St John, let s continua to albow
God's Spirit to use us 1o grow daily in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Chrisi and to reach out in His love o those in
our neighborhoods, schools, institutions, and
Sireets.

Remember! Celebratel Act! A Day On -
Mot a Day Off, we can celebrate Dr, Marin
Luther King, Jr.s Birthday by allowing God's
spirit to use us to guarantee that the hopes of
every child will be fulfiled. For as we claim
and apply the power of the anginting through
faith in Jesus Christ, no one will be left behind
To God be the glany!

that Christmas was owver |

Second Quarterly
Conference Scheduled
for February

Presiding Elder Dillard will hold the Second
Quarterly Conference for Si. John on Satur-
day, February 1 at 11 AM. On February 2,
Presiding Elder Dillard will preach for the 10:50
a.m, worship service.

All boards and organizations are to be pre-
pared to make their quarterly reports at the
conference on Saturday, February 1

St. John A M.EN.
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2003 L

The CGhurch School Deparment provides the | 1o separate. Paul may have had good reasons

rmantfly lesson review for the S John AMEN,
Thia month's lesson reviews were wiilten by Lillie
Fivers (1sf Sundayl, Wille Sanddfer (2nd Sunday),
and Claudinette Purifoy (3rd and 4th Sundays),

February 2, 2003

Lesson Title: Encouraging Others

Lesson Scripture: Acts 4:32-37; 9:26-27:
11:19-30; 15:36-40

::'inl: Acts 4:36-37; 2:26-27, 11:22-26; 1536
Key Verse: When he (Bamabas) came and

| saw the grace of God, he rejoiced..for he

was a good man, full of tha Holy Spirit and of
faith. Acts 11:23-24 (NRSV)

To encourage- is 1o help, give support to; be
favorable to; foster.

In our lesson today we see how Bamabas
lived up to his name as an encourager to the
Church, Saul of Tarsus, and to John Mark.
Bamabas was a Levite, His sciual nama was
Joseph, or Joses, bul the aposiles called him
Barnabas, which meant “son of
encouragement,” or "son of consaolation®
Barmabas was among the earliest convers to
Christianity. He was a man of great
generosity. The fist recorded deed of
Barnabas was that he sold a piace of property
that he owned and donated the money lo the

| church (Acts 4:36-37).

After the conversion of Saul on the road 1o
Damascus, it was Barnabas who brought him
o the Aposties in Jerusalam (Acts 9:26-27),
They and the church feared Saul for his
reputation of persecuting the church.
Barnabas described how Saul met Jasus on
the Damascus Aoad and how he later spoke
boldly in the name of Jesus. Barnabas gives
us a wonderful example of how to help new
Christians.

When the church at Jerusalemn sent Barnabas
to Antioch, he ancouraged the Antioch
church by exhoration, mentaring, and
teamwork, Once again, we see Barnabas
being a mentor and encourager. On their
second misslonary  journey, Paul and
Barmabas disagreed sharply over John Mark's
tailure concerning the first missionary journey.
The disagreement caused tha (wo

o disagres, however Bamabas spoke up for
John Mark as he once did for Paul.

In closing, there is always someone who needs
encouragement. Remember just as Barnabas
was an encourager so should every Christian
be an encourager.

February 9, 2003

Lesson Title: Paul: Chedient Messenger
Background Scripture; Acts 25:23 - 26:32

Print: Acts 26.12-23, 27-29

Key Verse: 5o then, King Agrippa, | was nol
discbedient to the vision from heaven, Acts
26:18

Paul, who had been a great persecuior of
Chriat and Christiana and now was an equally
anthusiastic spokesperson for Christ, plead his
case before King Agrippa. Paul told Agrippa
that all he had done was to be cbedient 1o
God's call. He had preached the good news of
the Messiah to the Jews and to the Gentiles,
Paufs elogquence was so great thal King
Agrippa was almos! persuaded to become a
Christian,

Paul was born in Tarsus; his father was a
Roman Citizen. He was a Pharisee by birth. He
was wall educated, having recaived training by
the great philosopher, Gamaliel. Paul also
claimed that his knowledge came “"Through a
revelation of Jesus Christ." (Galatiang 1:12)

February 16, 2003

Lesson Title: Playing & Supportive Aole
Lesson Scripiure; Acts 168: 1-5, Philippians
2:18-24, 1 Timothy 1 1-3; 2 Timothy 1; 1-5
Key Verse: Timothy's worth you know, how
like & zon with a father he has servad with me
In the work of the gospel. Philippians 2:22

“... and the best supporling actor award goes
to Timothy, Pawl's true son in the faith®,

In this lesson we leam of Paul's second
mission, for it was the 1" tima that Paul left the
east and witnessed in the cities of Greace in
the westarn world and where he met a young
man by tha name of Timothy on his second
preaching journay in tha city of Lystra. In this
lesson we also address what it truly means to

(Cunnawed om page 4
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| be supportve, 1o ba of assistance, o be an

encourager, and o be a true shoulder to lean
.,

Timothy was truly a committed Christian, who
supported the ministry of Paul as well as the

| message of Jesus Christ, i.e., Christianity. He

| the church,

was willing to take in instruction and sinceraly
parform his iasks. Paul was so impressed
with Timothy because of his strong Christian
characier and the invaluable assisiance that

he provided to him that he commissionsd .

Timothy to start new churches. Paul, like any
good mentor, provided the necessary
guidance that Timothy needed with running
Paul instrucied Timothy in his
letters as describad in 1st and 2nd Timothy to
help people stick to the truth becauss thers |s
danger in false doctrine and those who teach
it, teach people to do tha rght things n life,
respect authority and leadarship, take care of
your family, and be careful about worldly

| things.

February 23, 2003

Lesson Title: Partnering in Ministry

Lesson Scripiura: Acte 181-4, 24-26
Fomans 168:3-4; 1 Cornthians 18:19: 2
Timathy 4: 19

Key Verse: Greet Pris'ca and Aguita, who
work with me in Christ Jesus, and who risked
their necks for my lile, to whom not onky | give
thanks, but alsg all the churches of the
Gentiles. Fomans 16:3-2

Thiz leszon |5 about leaching and halping
others in the faith, and focuses on Priscilla
and Aguia. In Paul's day, Corinth was an
influential  city, poweriul politically and
economically. I is thera that Paul bagan his

and Christlans, Priscilla and Aquila, They had
recently come from Rome because Claudius
had expelled Jews from the city. Paul began
his Carinthian witness in the synagogue, 8s
ugual, but due to Jewish opposition he
eventually had to abandon the synagogue and
concentrate on the Gentiles,  Priscilla and
Aquila offerad assistance and opened their
home to Paul, preachers, \eachers, and other
Christians in the ministry of the gospel without
fear of retribution. They encouraged olhers o

Hold These Dates

May 31 — Searcy Homes Block Party
June T = March for Jesus

"Peace be o these sireels
ity the name of Jasus”

Paace | leave with you, my peace | give you. |
do not give fo you as the warld gives, Do not let
your hearts be lroubled and do not be afraid
John 14:27 [NIV)

Deaconess Corner

(Contimsed from page 3
with dunng this glorious season?

We ghve you thanks Dear Father and may
your gift of Peace at Chrstmas be our
treasure in the new year.

Church School Lesson

acoept Christ as thelr Savior.  Priscilla and
Aquila, were & Christian coupie that used
everything they had Including their home 1o
assist in the ministry, Their gift was to start new
churches amnd provide instruction, when
neaded, to foster the ministry and they were
willing to risk their lives for the gospel.

Faul remained in Corinth approximately 18
months because God had assured him that his
work there would be blessed. Paul,
accompanied by Priscilla and Aguila, left
Corinth and jeumeyed to Ephesus where they
remained to establish the wimess there, Whils
in Ephesus, Priscilla and Aguila encountered

| Apollos. Luke describes Apolios as a Jew who
nexl mission and mat some feflow tentmakers |

knew of Jesus and taught accurately about him
but was deficient in this Christian knowledge,
knowing only of John's baptism. Tha
scriptures stafe that "Priscilla and Aguila soon
instructed him accuraiely” mesaning that they
explained to him more correctly the way of
God.  Apollos ventured fo Achala, equpped
with new knowledge and was a great help 1o
those who, through God's grace, had become
believers. He was able to defeat Jews in public
debates with his strong argumants by providing
from the Scripiures thal Jesus is the Messiah,

St. John A.M.E.N.
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CURIOUS ABOUT THE USE OF DANCE AS A FORM OF WORSHIP?

Interested in using your gift of dance to praise God?

Willing to come and experience the blessings of ministry through
dance?

The Praise Dance Ministry of St. John invites you to attend the annual
Praise Dance Workshop.

“Praise God: From Tears to Joy”

January 24" 6:30 p.m Praise Worship Service
Guest Preacher Reverend Angela Walker
Music provided by the St. John Male Chorus

Saturday January 25™ 9-2 Praise Dance Workshop
Continental Breakfast & Lunch provided

Featured Liturgical Dancers:

Cynthia Handy-Quintela and Monica Ryan - Adults 25+
United Christian Church — Huntsville Praise Dancers - Youth

Deno Conerly (Step Praise Dancing) - Children

Eﬁark your calendar and come, remove your sackcloth, and share in the joy of
ance.

The Praise Dance Steering Committee

You turned my wailing into dancing;

you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
Psalm 30:11
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Christmas Program Uses Drama to Tell
the Story of Jesus’ Birth

The Annual Chrisimas Program was held during the Church School hour on Sunday, December
21, Mrs. Ellen Washington served as Worship Leader. The opening congregational hymn was
“0 Coma All Ye Faithful’. Amber Davia offered prayer and Christina Mack read scripture from
Luke 2:1-7. Recitations from the children began the display of children and talent. Sapphire
Rochalie, Janelle Woods and Kaitlyn MeClung were dressed as gifts as thay recited thelr
speech , "The Best Gift." Alicia Brownlow recited *Manys Praver” and Alexis Howell recited "Tis
the Saason™.

Following a second congregational hymn, “Jesus the Light of the World," the College Praise
Church School Class and Wallace Parham presented a skit enfifled “God Gave a Baby.” The
play, “Night of Miracles® told of the birth of Jesus and included readers and dramatization by the
youth and children of the church, Mr, Joe Washinglon built the manger scene backdrop and Mr.
Kevin Long was pianist. Soloists for the play were Ms. Lula Rochelle and Ms. Shanti Owens.

The clasing congregational hymn was “Joy to the World.” The youth praise dancers ministered
in dance uging the song “Joy to the World."

Program coordinator, Mre. Lorraine Parbam, and the commities did an excellent job of planning,
organizing, and presenting the 2002 Christmas Program. To God be the glory!

Christmas Program

Fictures by Jason Brown and Wilbert Browniow,
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Dr. King Advocated Achieving Peace Through Love

As the world remembers the lite of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and our military forces are
positioning for multiple wars, we should remember Dr. King's cries for peace. Dr. King
was an advocate for love and non-viclence. His pleadings for peace are found
throughout his speeches and sermons,

His acceptance speech for tha Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 was anchored in a cry for
peace to be achieved through love and nonviolence. |n this famous speech he said:

| refuse to accept the idea that man is mere fictsom and jetsom in the
river of life unable to influence the unfolding events which surround him.
| refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the
starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace
and brotherhood can never become a reality.

| refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral
down a militaristic stairway into the hell of thermonuciear destruction. |
believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word
in reality. This is why right temporarily defeated is sironger than evil
triumphart.

In his sermon entitled “Loving Your Enemies”, he noted that he frequently preached on
this subject with text from the fifth chapter of St Matthew, “Ye have heard that it has
been said, 'Thou shall love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.' But | say unto you,
Love your enemies, blass them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them that despitefully use you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in
heaven.® He concluded this sermon with a fervent prayer that is fitting for us today as

we also pray lor peace.

Oh God, help us in our lives and In all of our attitudes, to work out this
controlling force of love, this controlling power that can solve every
problem that we confront in all areas. Oh, we talk about politics; we talk
about the problems facing our atomic civilization. Grant that all men will
come together and discover that as we solve the crisis and solve these
problems—the intarnational problems, the problems of atomic energy,
the problems of nuclear energy, and yes, even the race problem—let us
join together in a great fellowship of love and bow down at the feet of
Jesus. Give us this strong determination. In the name and spirit of this
Christ, we pray. Amen.

(Dheivared at Dexier Avenue Baptisi Church, Monfgomery, Alsbama, on 17 Novembar 1857.)

As we obsarve Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in 2003, let us thank God for Dr. King
and his outstanding contributions to society and pray for peace on earth.

St.John AM.EN.
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| Important Dates to Remember =
— e _____—_—__

January 19 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Service, Coniey Chapel CME
Church, 3:00 P.M., Rev, James Jacksan, pastor, Pastor McoCall
will preach

January 20 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Praise Dance Service and Workshop
January 24 Praise Service, 5:30 a.m., Reverend Angela Walker, Gissst
Preacher, Mrs. Cynthia Hardy-Quintela, Guest Dance Fresenter
January 25 Praise Dance Workshop, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Guest Presenters: Cynthia Hardy-Quintela, Monica Ryan,
| United Christian Church Praise Dancers, and Deno Conerly

January 26 Trial Sermon, Sister Ellen Washington, 8:00 a.m.

February 1-2 Second Quarterly Conference

February 7-8 Founder's Day, 5t. Paul, Montgemery, AL

February 9 Founder's Day at St. John, General Officer Jerome V. Harris,

Gues! Preacher, Worship Service 10:00 a.m,

——

| Thought for the Marth — “If there is to be peace on earth and good will toward men, we must |
|finalty believe in the ultimate morality of the universe, and believe that all reality hinges on |

| maral foundations.” —Excerpt from “The Trumpet of Conscience” by Or. Martin Luther King, Jr. |
INDNJG | _ |
St. John AME Church Non-profit
228 Church Street U.8. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Et::?m Giat
(256) 534-3265 Pamit Hﬂ'- 240
(256) 534-6828 Fax

Retumn Service Requested

stichnameh@aol com

Ri. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder

Reverend Dr. Hemer L. McCall, Pastor
Rev. & Mrs. Robent Hersford, ¢

6305 Matic Ry
Huntswville AL 35810

Inside this issue ...

Christmas Mormning Worship Service
Chrizimas Program

Prajse Dance Service and Waorkshop
Dr. King - Advocate for Peace
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St. John Celebrates Pastor McCall's
Founder's Day Message
By Bridget Floyd
Lessons from the Wilderness
5t. John celebrated Founder's Day on Sun- Luke 4:1-13

day, February 9th during the 10 am worship
service, The featured speaker was Rey. Dr.
Jarome V. Hams, Direclor of Employee Se-
curity (General Officer) of the AME Church.

The Gospel Choir, accompanied by Mrs.
Antoinette Wilson and directed by Mr.
Cleveland Wilson, provided music for the
worship service. Mr. Talbert Cox, parcus-
sionist, also accompanied the choir. Ri
cardo Love and William Bell served as aco-
Iytes for the service. The regular order of
worship was followed with a few modifica-
tions for this special program, Mr, Otha
Owens, Sr. gave the prayer of confession
after the singing of “Lift Ev'ry Voice and
Sing". Scripture from the Old Testament

| was read by Mrs. Martha Smith. The Epistle

was read by Mr. Willlam Bell, Sr., and the
Gospel reading was done by Mr. Eddie C.
Shanrod.

Mrs. Medra McDaniel led the congregation
in the Contemporary Decalogue, followed
by the Summary of the Decalogue and Glo-
ria Patri. The responsive reading was led
by Dr. Jeannette Jones, Dr. John T. Gib-
son, Sr. gava the welcome and occasion.
Col, (Ret.) James O, Heyward read an-
nouncements and recognized guests.

Dr. McCall introduced the guest preacher
and also presented his wife, Mrs. Sandra
Harris, and their son, Chris, who were wilh
him. He highlighted the fact that they both
spent their formative years in Montgomery,
Alabama. He pointed out that Dr. Hamis
religious growth oceurred at St Jahn AME
Church, Montgomery. Dr. Hams eamed a
bachelor's degree In Business Adminisira-
fion from Alabama Stale and @ master's de-
gree in Banking and Finance from Loukss-

[Craliriied ax page 41

Onece upon a lime, someone said: Experence Is
a fough feacher; it gives you the test first and the
lagson fater. Before Christ began His minisiry,
before He went 1o Calvary for our redemption,
He had already ovarpowered and congquered Sa-
tan in the wildemess of Sinal where Moses and
Elijah also fasted forty days. In your own hour of
tempiation and testing, why not claim the victor-
ous lessons from the wildemess that Christ offers
freely to all. By faith we can claim the power of
His anainting and prevail over Satan each day.

Once upon a time, [itle boys and giis memao-
rized Scrpiure at home, church, and for devo-
tions at school. The firsl lesson from the wilder-
ness is simple: THE WORD! "It is written,,.”
Each time Satan attacked Christ, as you know,
Jesus gave a Scripture-Answer (of Deut. &3,
Dewt 613 Dewd. 6:18). Whereas Adam and Eve
and Israel in the wilderness faithlessly failed the
test and withdrew from God, you and | by God's
grace and through the faith in Jesus Chnist can
memarize before we evangelize, God's Holy
Spirit in you will empower you and guide you to
answers 1o your problems, your healing, your
companionship, your loss, your suffering, your
finances, your children, your mamage, your
wark, your past-present-future, your studies and
He will be the etermnal ANSWER lo your every
unsolved mystery. Leave it to Jesus! He is the

omtinued o page El
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| Praise Dancers Church Street CPCA
Instructed in the Ministry Joins St. John for
of Dance During Ash Wednesday Service

Workshop

By Thalia Love-Brown

Ms. Cynihia Handy-Quintela and Ms. Monigue |

Ryan were the guest preseniers for the aduli
workshop durlng this year's Praise Dance
Workshop.

Mz, Quiniela first explained lHurgical dance.
Liturgical dance reinforces the words of &
s0ng oF scripture. [t hedps us to reciaim the
sacredness of our bodies and promotes all
aspects of the use of the arts in Christianity.
Liturgical dance was defined as Holy Spirit-
gL&l:I.-_ul:i dance, rather than dance steps put to
music.

Ms. Ryan presented a wvideo enliied “The
Moving Word: Ministry of Dance.” The video
presentation focused on four aspects of dance
minisiry: dance theology, dance trials. dance
testimony, and dance triumph, Dance thedl-
ogy invelves the study of our spirtual beliel
system through movement. The scriptural
reference used was || Samuel 814, “and
David danced befora the Lord with all his
might; and David was girded with liven
aphod.” Praise dancers gre encouraged o
lead with their lifestyles and 1o let God mani-
fest his work through the ministry of dance.
This entails asking God to reveal one’s gift
and purpose. Once God had revealed the
purposa of the gifi, one must prepane, Praise
of litwrgical dancers must bathe everything in
prayer.

Dance trials are challenges. The question of
‘1o dance or not o dance” must be answered
firsl, This must be discussed with the pastor
to determine the aftitude toward dance and
whal slements will it into that church., The
dance minisiry must be congregationally
friendly. Mosl people’s reference point For
dance is from a social standpoint which pres-
ents the greatesl challenge, To meet this
challenge, dancers should establish a code of
dress.  In addition, dancers should receive
some raining and skills in dance and interpre-
tation through dance. Praise dancing should
honor the body and the spirit.

[Comtinued on page 5

Ash Wednesday in Christian churches s the
first day of the penifential season of Leni
On this day, Chrstians have a smudge of
ashes placed on their foreheads, a5 a sign of
penitence. The ashes are obtained from
palm branches that were distribuled the pre-
vious Palm Sunday, They are burmed and
blessed bafore the service on Ash Wednas-
day. Ashes are received because in the an-
cient imes people who did penance often did
penance in “sackcloth and ashes.” Chilslians
have ashes placed on their forehead in the
sign of the cross to show a spinit of humility
and sacrifice,

St. John observed Ash Wednesday with a
joint service with our neighbors at Church
Strest CPCA,

The order of service followed Lhe fow of our
tradifional worship sarvice with the addition
of a special call to worship 1o begin the serv-
ica and the “ceramony of tha ashes" follow-
ing the sermon. Pasior McCall led the serv-
ice and Mr. Rufus Gilmore, |l was onganist.
Prayer was offerad by Reverend Dr. Mitchell
Walker of Church Street CPCA, scripture
was read by Sister Ellen Washington, and
Reverend Claudewsll Campbell led fhe re-
sponsive reading (Psalm 51:1-12) and the
Summary of the Decalogue.

The Ash Wednesday sermon was delivered
by Reverend Lenwood Purce. His sermon
was eplitled *Yes, There s Hope® with text
Ezekial 37:1-2, 13-14. In this limely mes-
sape, he emphasized that in spite of the criti-
cal situalions our nation faces as we move
closer to war, thers is hope. He compared
our despalr to that of the dry bones in the
valley. As the valley of dry bones repre-
sented the kingdom of Israel and the life re-
stored 1o the bones represents the resiora-
tion of Israel, when we allow Gaod to move in
our midst there Is hope, deliverance, and ife
changing power.

Following the Invitation to Christian Disciple-
ship, Pastar McCall led the Ceremony of the
#Ashes,

Deaconess Corner
Submiited by Deaconess Sarah 'Granmy’ Ball

A Golden Stairway

A heart that shows no mercy,
A heart that helds no love,
Deprives itself of happiness
And blessings from above.

Eut the dawning of each new day
Invitas us to partake
In proving what a difference
A caring heart can maka.

And a hean that beals for others
On its journey down life's road,
Builds a golden stairway
Toward its Heavenly abode.

{Catherine Janssen Irwin)

Arud the peace of God, which transcends
all undersfanding,
will guard your hearf and minds
in Jesus Chrisf,

Philippians 4:7

Pastor Speaks to Team
Redstone

By Adrienne Pope Kelley

"The Souls of Black Falks {100ih Annlversary)”
was the theme of the Black History Month
Celebration held at Redsiong Arsenal on
Thursday, 20 February 2003 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Command's Sparkman Center Bob Jones
Auditorium.  Pastor McCall presenied the key-
note address.

To build on the theme, Rev. Dr. McCall se-
lected as his subject - "Who Will Stand in the
Gap?" He challenged an audience of over 400
persons to build on the efforts of many Black

leaders, past and present, who have stood in

| the gap for a better wordd. "The problem of the

215t cenfury remains who will stand in the gap
constantly interceding befare GOD on behall
af the land®, sald Pastor McCaill,

He continued by stating, "We wan't leave hene
like we came when we stay in the gap and be
true to our GOD apd true 1o our native land.
When you stand in the gap with hands and
haart attuned to GOD, you won't leave here
like you came®, And indead the auvdience did
not leave the aoditorum like they came afier
this thought-provoking address,

ks, Arturine Shackleford, Defense infelligence
Agency, Missile & Space Intelligence Center

Praise Dance Workshop
(Contimued from page 2

The video presentation pointed out that God's
ward is nol simply for entedainment, il s
meant to be life-changing. Praise dance
should be used to lestify to God's goodness
and 1o show triumph in God's word.

The workshop concluded with the panlicipants
forming groups and reading & scripture and
interpreting the scripture through movement.

This workshop was one of threa concurrent
workshops presented during the Pralse Dance

| Workshop on Saturday, January 26, 2003 at

5t John, The Praise Dancers of United
Christian Church of Huniswville presenled a
workshop for the youth and Mr. Justin Beally
presented a workshop for the children.

and Ms. Benetla Halber, Acguisition Center,
UsS Ammy Aviation & Missile Command pro-
vided beauliful solos for the occasion.  Mr.
Horace Wikson of the South Central Personnel
Operations Center presented an original poem.

Included in the audience of over 400 were a
representative number of members from 51,
John and the Huntsville community.

Mustard Seed

STACK EVERY PIECE OF CRITICISM
BETWEEN TWO LAYERS OF PRALSE.

"Correct, rebule, and encourage -
with great patience and careful
instruction™
2 Timothy 4:2 NIV
JAG
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HIV/AIDS Ministry Sponsors Series of Services

By Charlsie Brooks

Founder’s Day at St. John

Cantirmred fromm pope [

ana State University. He metired from Re-
glons Bank in December of 2000, He was
elected Executive Direcior of the Depanment
of Employee Security in July of 2000, He was
pastor of Brown Chapel AME in Selma, Ala-
bama for seven years. He formedy served as
Presiding Elder in Alabama as wall.

DOir. Harris joined Pastor McCall Tor the instal-
lation of the Trustees, Class Leaders, and
Church Officars for the 2002-2003 Confers
ence Year. These members were asked 1o
come fo the aflar, Pastor MoCall and Dr. Har-
res offered prayer 85 well as charged these
individuals o serve and fo be

bread and 1oss il 1o the dogs.” According 1o
Dr. Harris, the woman was not offended.
Rather, she was on a mission to seek help for
her chilkl, 50 she was nol detemred by the ne-
buff. In fact, she acknowledged that she was
not worihy of being in Jesus® presence. Dr.
Harrls Indicated that the woman had faith, in
thal, she knéw that Sust a crumb of God's
grace would be sufficient to answer her
prayer.”

The result was that Jesus made the daughier
‘whola®, Dr. Hams disinguished bebyeen
healing and being made whole, He stated that
only Jesus can do the latler. He pointed out

that the woman's faith was tha

examples to those who observe
tharm in the service of the Lord
and their church.

He indicated that
tribulations becam®& |on faith, all things are possible,
testimonies. Faith is Dr. Haris recounted the story of

catalysi or change agent. He
emphasized thal when you focus

Dr. Harris spoke on the toplc of difference Richard Allen. It was when he
*Focus on Faith®. The text was the was removed from ihe prayer
Matthew 15: 21-28, with an m- between victory | ) that he was inspired to leave
phasis on verses 26-28, He in- and defeat. the worship setting ‘that sorely

dicated that life is a mysterdousl__
journey, He descrbed this journey as aver-
unfolding as well as contalning trials and
iributations. Someatimes thase trials and tribu-
lations are sufficient o compromise courage
and confidenca, regardless of one's level of
religiosily. He cited national and international
tragedies such as the space shutlle and Sep-
tember 11th incidents as tests of faith. Often
|t takes this level of catastrophs to move peo-
ple to seek the Lord, According to Dr, Harris,
faith tells us "the Lord will make a way, some-
how”,

Referring to the text, Dr. Hams pointed owt
that the woman in the story Soughl Jesus
help far her daughters liness of demonic pos-
session.  The illness tormented the woman
and according to Or. Hamis, It may have been
a menial illness or epilepsy, for which doctors
had no answer. Her final act was 1o approach
Jesus with her daughter’s problem, There are
too many times when instead of being the first
choica, Jesus is the last resod.

initially, Jasus did not respond to the woman's
request for help. When he did respond he
said, "I is nol right to take the children's

resiricted his religious freedom,
This awnt mnrau a5 the catalyst for the found-
ing of the AME Church,

Dr. Harris went on o give a litary of Afrcan
American historic figures who achieved great-
ness because they focused on faith. He indi-
caled that tribulations became testimonies.
Faith Is the difference between viclory and doe-
feat. One must focus on faith 1o lead slaves fo
freedom via the underground railroad, and 1o
lead a clvil rights movement where loss of life
is & major risk.

Dr. Hamis gave the uftimate exampie of trial
and tribulation as he cited the cross on Calvary
and Jesus giving a prayer on Friday which was
answered on Sunday.

Dr. Hamis' message was most appropriate for
celebrating the founding of the African Method-
ist Episcopal Church. He gave a fitting tribute
and reminder thal out of trdals and tribulations
great things (such as the AME Church) can
emerme. The trials and tribulations suffered by
Chrisl gave us the ultimate answer 10 prayer
Jesus' resumrection after dying for the sins of
olhers. The key is to focus on the faith.

ST. JOHN RECEIVES "BALM IN GILEAD"
TRAINING FOR HIV/AIDS MIMISTRY

Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is the
virus that causes acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS). 5i. John sponsored a pro-
gram to provide information about this sefous
syndrome that disproportionately impacts the
African American community. On Saturday,
Faebruary 22, 2003, the Missionary Society,
the Christian Education Director, YPD De-
partment and Class Leaders united for HIVY
AIDS training conducted by Ms. LaTeisha
Akin, Cedifisd HNW/AIDS trainer, AIDS Action
Coalition (MAC), Huntsville. Afler prayer by
Pastor McCall, who emphasized that AIDS is
now consideraed the world plague, he invoked
the Holy Spirl to lead our mambership 10 ac-
copl the charge in helping victims by raceiv-
ing and implementing the training that we re-
celved this moming.

Mrs. Akin's expressive flip chart presentation
and hand-ouls stated that AIDS was identified
in 1961. Some persons in-

Healing of AIDS. Reverend McCall opened
the services with a warm welcome to the guest
speaker, the gospel choir, staff from the AAC
office, the ushers, and all present. A pungent
apening prayer was offered by Sister Lillie Riv-
ars which was followed by ihe responsive read-
ing from the “Balm in Gilead Call 1o Commit-
ment® led by Communily Failh Gathering
{CFG) Member, Mrs. Akin, Mrs. Erica Harbin
gave an exceptional welcome that included
some hosrifying statistics. By the end of 2001
there were over 12 million young people aged
15-24 living with HIV/AIDS, word wide. Also
in 2001, among African Americans who make
up 12% of the LS. population, 54% were
newly infacted with HIV. Since 19282, 563 peo-
ple in Madison County have been reporfed as
living with HIVIAIDS, Mrs. Harbin stressed that
our rale is o learn as much as we can about
fhe disease and to help where we can,

The speaker of the hour, Elder Kenneth Ander-
son, a cedified professional counselor was in-
troduced by Ms, Wendi Wiliams, CFG mem-
ber. Elder Anderson, a prolific

fected with HIV/AIDS may not
have symptoms to show for a
peried of as much as 15 years.
There are typically no visual
symptoms in the infected per-
son. She gave clarity reganding

|5p-eal:.ar used the text from
Matthew 25:34-456, "What Type

“What Type Christian | christian Are You?"  Only In
Are You? "

the Anderson creative style
could a truly picluresque de-
scription  regarding how  the

how HIV is spread. She stated

that only a doctor can diagnose AIDS.  Dis-
cussion and questions followed the HIV infec-
tion timeline hand-oul. Specific identifiers
were given showing how HIV is spread. Mrs
Akin stated that as Believers we siress AB-
STINENCE; however, all should know how to
cara for themselves and loved ones, for this
disease has become an epidemic in our socl-
ety and s currenily killing so many of our
black brothers and sisters,  In her closing she
gtated that the “Balm in Gilead” outreach is
saeking churches that are unafraid to discuss
this volatile disease and will accept the call to
add HIW/AIDS fraining and assistance to the
church’s ministries.

COMMUNITY FAITH GATHERING
Held on Monday, February 24, at 6:00 p.m.

Si. John was one of several churches hosting
Community Services stressing Prayer and

" devil chose the HW/AIDS virus
to reveal how some “so-called” Christians
would react to the crgiz of AIDS sufferers. Ha
illustrated that this disease was a true brain
storm of Satan, and many of us have nol 1aken
the hanner to help. Some believe thal AIDS
sufferers are being punished for their lifestyles
hecause many viclims are homosexuals and
drug users. Many religious groups refuse to
lake action because of the magnitude of Afri-
cans who are affected by the disease.

Elder Anderson then asked where would Jesus
be if he were hera? He said Jesus would form
CARE teams. He would be walking through the
communily, helping. "Jasus, the bright and
Moming Star.” he said, “woukd stop by the
Downlown Rescue Mission, and stop by ©
Avenue.” He would wrap His arms around all
the so-called wntouchables, Jesus would stop
by the Boys and Girls Clubs and give them
Ll omtimard ow paga [ 31
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Church Facts Quiz

1. Which candle an the communion table do
you fight first?

2. Which candla is extinguished first?

3. Whal do the three letiers on the cross
(IHS) mean?

4, What does the candle on the rghl of the
communion Lable represent?

5 What does the candle on the [eft of the
communion tabls represem?

6. What do the three steps at the fool of the
cross on the communion table stand for?

7. How many seasons are there in the Chris-
tian year?

B. Whal is the first season of the church
YEAFT

B. What Is the longest season of the church
year?

10. Which side of the pulpit should the Chris-
tian flag be placed?

11. As a Protestant, do you wear a cross with
Jesus on it?

2. How many sacraments do we recognize
and perfiorm in our church?

13. What is an Acolyie?

14. What is Ash Wednesday?

* Questions from The Journal of Christian
Education. Answers are on page 12

Lay Organization Meeting
Planned for March 15

"The Lay Organization in the local AME
Church is usually composed of thres (3)
or more persons formed for the purpose of:
instilling in s membership a love and appre-
ciation for tha history, tradition and principtes
of Affican Methodism, advocaling respect
and loyalty to constituled authorily; encouwr-
aglng the suppart of the total program of the
lzcal church; fostering systemalic and regu-
lar study which will provide greater knowl-
edge and participation in the church; organiz-
ing and fraining lay members concerning the
goals and objectives of the Connectional Lay
Organization.”

- AME Doctrine and Discipline 2000

Anyone inferested in joining the lecal AME
Church Lay Organization at 81, John is in-
vited to mee! al the church on Saturday,
March 15, 2003, st 10:00 A.M. For further
information, please contact ~ Ms. Cassandra
Ingram at 837-8646.

If you are nol a minister, you are a lay per-
som, Joim with us on Salurday, March 15,
2003 and become an active and involved lay
member,

March 2003
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Crenart Him with mrany cronns,
The Lamb upon Hix theone!
Hael! How the beavenly aetthems frowms
AT musie buf (55 ow,

Awake, my soul ard sing
CiF Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy marchless King
Thraugh all efernity,
- Matthew Bridges

118th Church
Anniversary Celebration
Scheduled for April 13

The 118th Church Anniversary of Si. John A.
M. E. Church will be celebrated on Palm Sun-
day, April 13, 2003 during the 10:00 A.M.
worship service, (There will be only one serv-
ice,)

The preacher for this special event will ba the
Right Reverend T. Larry Kirkland, Presiding
Bishop of the Oth Episcopal District, AME
Church, Tell your family, fiends, and co-
workers, You do not want to miss hearing and
witnessing the anointed, spif-filled, evangali-
cal preaching of Bishop T. Lamy Kirkland.

Pastor's Message

[Cannmrad i pape £
ANSWER! God is to be depended upon, nof
distrusted,

Once upon a time, children were taught that if
you play with fire you will get burmed, Another
lesson from the wildemess we can claim by
God's grace Is this: “Stop ¥ before It starfs!”
God is 1o be praised and served nol Satan.
Lat's keep our hearts open for the indwelling
presence of Chrisl. Let's claim the power of
HIS Anointing and simply say Yes, to JESUS
and Get behind ma, Satan! Lel's worship and
serve God with our bodies, minds, and souls!
Let's praise the Lond with Christian precepts
and Spirt-filled examples that affirm; Absti-
nence is best for those who live in Christ and
posiponement until marriage is best for those
who are given another chance. God alone s
worthy 10 be praised. Let's present our bodies
as a living sacrifice to Him today. (Romans
12:1)

Finally, once upon a ftime, children were
taught character baging in Chast not Hip-Hop,
Rap, R&B, or any other artists past, present,
or fulure. God is to be trusted not tested.
Even though |srael attempted fo test God at
MERIBAH (Exodus 17:1-T) Jesus would nol
repeat the same faithless mistake the |sraci-
ites made. We don't have to make the same
error either, 'We have the answer before the
{esl is given. Jesus is the answer. God is lo
be trusted not tested,

The temptations of Jesus in the wildemess
recorded in Luke 4:1-13 and Matthew 4:1-11
anded and the devil depaned from Him wntil
an opportune time. Let’s apply by God's grace
through faith in Christ the Scripture-Answer
lessons from the wildemess. Memonize before
you evangelize. It is written, “Man does nol
live by bread alone, bul by every WORD of
God,* Stop if before i starts. “Gel behind
me, Satan. It is written, “You shall worship the
Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.”
and Characler beging in Christ. "It is written,
“You shall not tampt the Lord your God.™

Once upon a time, Christ was templed and
given the worst test of all, CALVARY. He
passed through death to the resumection per-
fectly. And He Is coming again soon with His

reward, Aren’t you ﬂla_di_

Lenten Observances Yield a
Closer Walk with God

LENTEN SEASON covers the forly-six day pe-
riod between Ash Wednesday and the ave of
Easter. Lem iself excludes the six Sundays
and is, therefore, only forty days. Our worship
services on Sundays are weekly commemaora-
tions of the first Easter and the prociamation
that Christ s risen. The date of the beginming
of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is determined by the
date of Easter.

Falm Sunday, which begins the Holy Week
preceding Easter, celebratas Jasus' triumphant
entry into Jerusalem. Thursday of Holy Week
is known as Maundy Thursday. It is the anni-
versary of the last supper Jesus ate with His
disciples on the avening belore the crucifixion.
The name comes from the Latin term, man-
datum meaning "Command.” The command as
originally given, was for the followers (o con-
tinue to remember by washing Teet as a sign of
humility, Howewver, the contemporary inferpre-
tation is that the meal itself is commemorated
as an aci of remembrance.

Friday in Holy Week i the anniversary of the
ecruclfikion. The temn, °"GOOD FRIDAY.”
comes from "God's Friday," just as good-bDye
cones from "God be with ya ™

In times pas!, ochservances associated with the
Lenten season were preparation (preparing
converls for baptism on Easter), penitence
(mouming, solemnily, and sadness over sins),
fasting (discipline), and special prayer
(developmant of their spirtual lives).

Tha contemporary church observes the Lenten
season with penitence (self-denial), teaching
{growth in knowledge of the faith), outreach
{spacial witness to the redamplive message,
prayer (special personal and public prayer),
and preparation for the victory of Easter,
Through these spirtual exercises, a person is
afforded a closer walk with God.

The liturglcal color during Lent and Holy Week
is wiolel or purple indicating the penitential
spirit. Black |s used on Good Friday. Lenten
resources are the four Gospels and other Bibli-
cal passages depicling the meaning of
"Bearing the Cross Redemplively.”
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AME Women in Ministry Were Trailblazers

By Judith Gardner

Duwr Women's Hisfory Month femlure focuzes an the ves of spint-iWed AME Woman in Minsiry

"And i shall come lo pass ... that | vl powr out my Spirif upon all fesh; and your sons, and your
dacvghiers shall prophecy.” Joel i, 28,

Women in Ministry bring a difference, which is unique, it's not superior or betier, the difference
allows them to reach the same goals and objectives conceming ministry wunio the Lord. The role
of women was limited by many societies to childbearing and keeping the house. They were
viewed as the proparty of men along with the house, the land, and the animals, Throughout his-
lory women have been described as the weaker and not important sex, but they have always
made a great confribution within their homes, their communities, and in their countries, Women
have throughout the ages exercised leadership and pastoral skills from the pew and sometimes
the pulpit. They served without depominational support or an office of ordination. They have
slared churches, led Bible shudies, evangelized and headed organizations which wenz for
women only. The road has not been easy or the burdan light for pioneering women who faced
criticism, rejection, isolation, excommunication, and even threatened with bodily harm. In the
following, we ift up a few trallblazers,
Jarena Lee

Jarena Lee was bom February 11, 1783 in CGape May, New Jersey. In 1811, she marmied Rever-
end Joseph Lea, an AME preacher. Six years later, Joseph died and Lee was left with two chil-
dren and a commitment to preach in the place of her husband.

Lee is reported to be the first woman to request to preach in an AME church, This request was
denied in 1809, In 1817 or 1818, Lee volced her renewed intentions to preach. The Bishop Rich-
ard Allen of Philadelphia was convinced this time and éven praised her gift for preaching.

In 1836, the publication of Jarena Lea's Life and Religious Experience of Jarena Lee is said 1o
have started the rich autoblosgraphical tradition for African-Amencan women,

Amanda Berry Smith

Amanda Berry Smith was bom into slavery in Maryland on January 23, 1637, By 1840, her fa-
ther, Samuel. and mother, Miriam, had purchased their family's freedom. The family had moved
to York, Pa. by 1850. Smith learmned to read and write at home since she was unabée 1o attend
school, As the oldest daughter, Smith was expected to help her family financially. Al the age of
thirteen. she went to work as a domastic, Three years later, she maried Calvin Devine. They
resided In Columbia. Their unhappy marriage ended with Calvin's death early in the Clvil War.
Smith then marmied James Henry Smith, an AME Church deacon in Philadelphia. Smith worked
i the mission field for forly-five years. She spent ime on four continents and with many differ-
ent groups of people. She was called "the singing pilgrim” and "God's image carved in ebony” by
the newspapers of her time. She was an aclive member of the AME church even though she
spent much of her ime in Monh Amerca preaching Lo white congregations, Thowgh she was
somatimes criticized for her work amang whiles, she was highly regarded as a leader of the AME
church,

Harriet Baker

Harriet Baker was bom in Havre de Grace, Maryland in 1B29. She was borm into a long line of
strong and rebellious women, Her grandmaother on the paternal side supposedly once killed two
men with an axe after they severely whipped her. They whipped her so badly that strips of skin
and flesh were brought away from her body, blood flowed, and by the lime they were done, her
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Women's History Month
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"wery entrails had profruded,” After being
taken to jail, she was granled her freedom
due o ihe severity of the crima againsl her.
Though bom frée, Baker (her maiden name
was Cole) did nod have an easy ife. Her fa-
ther died when she was eleven, As was the
customn then, a nearby slaveholder would
come o daim the children from the widow if it
was proven she could not provide. Luckily,
the house was stocked with provisions so the
children remained with their mother. In 1845,
when she was only seventeen, Baker married
William Baker, who was enslaved by Edward
Gallop. Gallop "allowed” this marmage be-
cause he believed Baker o be 8 hard worker
and that she would work for free around the
house. After two years thowgh, Baker found
out that Gallop was planning to sell William fo
Geongla. So, two nighis before he was 10
lsave, Harriet and William set off for Pennsyl-
vania with their seven-wesk old child in their
arms, They then settled in  Columbia.
For many years, Baker believed she was
called to preach. Howaver, her pasior and her
friends dissuaded her. it was not uniil a great
tima of need, after her home had bumt and
her two teenage dawghters had diad within
weeks of each other, that she heard the call,
"Go now or you shall die” She would no
longer be deterred. She began her mimstry in
Brownsiown, Pa, After eighteen years of
"arducus labors,” it is estimated that she lead
five thousand persons fo "realize salvation,
and countless thousands of believers have
been strengthened, snd encouraged, and
blessad.”

Bizshop Vashti Murphy McKenzie

Rev, Vashtl Murphy McKenzie walked through
& door that was once closed 1o women. Al the
AME's quadrennial convention in July 2000
she was elected and consecraled the 1171h
bishop of the AME Church. She was assigned
to the 18th Episcopal District, which com-
prises some 10,000 members and 200
churches in Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland,
and Mozambique, This, loo, was a first for a
woman. Bishop McKenzie bacame the first
woman in the 214-year history of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) to walk
thirowgh this door.

Credit Due’

Fhoebe owr sister . . . has been a halper of
marty and of mysell also.

—Romans 16:1-2

Women have often gone unrecognized for
their achievements and confributions. And
sadly, it's also true in the church. Bul in Ro-
mans 16, we have an example of the impor-
tance of honarng women who serve faithfully.
Paul praised Phoebe as "a heiper of many and
of mysell also™ {vw. 1-2). He commendead
Priscilla and her husband Aquila, who risked
their lives for Paul's sake {vv. 3-4). Tryphena,
Tryphosa, and Persis "labored in the Lond® (v,
12}, Paul mentioned at leas! elght women for
whom he had great appreciation.

Women of faith desarve honor for their service
to God and others. Think of the women who
are serving faithfully in your church, Why not
give one of them a word of thanks and praise
todayy —David McCasiand

O Lovd, help me appreciate
The work that women do,
The senvice given from their hearts,
Their sacrifice for You. —Sper

God never fails to give credit where credit
is due,

* Excerpt from Dally Sread, March 2, 2003.

In 1890 Rev. McHenzie was appointed 1o Balti-
more's Payne Memoral African Methodist
Church, the first time in her denomination that
a wornan had been assigned to a congregation
of that size. Payne Memorial was located in
the city's wban core, with all the aftendant
problems of drugs, crime, and violence, but
alzo in a nelghborhood of other large and ac-
tive religious institutions. The soon fo ba
Bishop McKenzie assessed the needs of the
church and its community, focusing effords on
spiritual growth, educational and economic de-
velopment, and community revitalization.
Payne Memorial, under her leadership, was
abde to institule 25 new minisiries and increase
ils congregation from 300 o more than 1,700,
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March for Jesus and Searcy Homes Block Party

On June 7, 2003, Pentecost weakend, millions of Christians in more than 2000 cities around the
world will march 1o show thelr love for Jesus. The 2003 March for Jesus will onca again be a pan
of Jesus Day- “A day on earth as It is in heaven...no oNe QoS hungry, no chitd is fatherless, no
ane suffers alone, and the streefs are Mled with Singing.”

Huntsville has suppoded the March for 10 years and has promoted Community Evangelistic
Block Parties in neighborhoods throughout the city &5 a demonstration of the love of God.  This
year we are promoting block parties during the weeks before the March, from April 26- June T
Again this year, SL. John and Church Street CPCA will sponsor an Evangelistic Block Party at
Saarcy Homes.

Thema: “Parfect Peace with No Fear"

Date: Saturday, May 31, 2003

Time: 1:00 — 2:00 PM

Place: Grounds of Searcy Homes
Subcommittees and chalrparsons from St. John are:
Stage & Sound Erother William Bell
Set-Up/Cleanup Brother Earl Fitchard, Brother Earl Gniffis
Security Brother Theodore Tyson |11
Photography Brother Everett Brooks, Sr., Brother Jason Brown
Prayer Committea/Prayer Walks Sister Meram Garrelt, Sister Lillle Rivers
Ewvangelism Fasior Homer MoCall
Donations Fastor Homer McCall
Block Party Activities/Booths Erather Willie Sandifaer
Registration/Bible Distributions Sister Patricia Griar
Media/PR Erother James Heyward
FoodiRefreshments Sister Benlta Jackson
Program Sister Medra McDanial
Drama Sister Claudinette Purifoy

Please contact the chairperson for the committee on which you will serve or call the
church office to let us know we can count on you.

We have received our second order of March for Jesus T-shirs. Purchase your T-shirt early and
starl waarnng It now.

The March will be held on Pentecost Saturday, June 7. The March will begin al Big Spring
Park, travel east on Williams, north on Frankfin, west on Monroe (past St. John), and south on
Maonroe: ending at the Big Spring Park with a prayer and praise sorvice. Assembly for the march
begins at noon and the march begins at 1:00 PM.

Our goal is to have at least 100 participants from St. John. A registration list will be
posted on the “March for Jesus” bulletin board outside the Fellowship Hall.

Peace ba o these streads in the name of Jesus!
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The Church School Deparnment prowides the
menthly lssson revlew for the 5E John AMEMN
This month's lesson reviews were wrilien by Agras
Badey (15t Sunday) and Wilie J. Sandifer (Znd, Jrd
and 41k Sundays)

Messiah
April 6, 2003
Lesson Title: Entenng Jerusalem and
Cleansing the Temple
Lesson Scripture ; Mark 11:1 - 12:12
Print: Mark 11:1-8, 15-18
Key Verse: When they amved in Jerusalem,
Jesus went to the termple and began fo drive
oul all those who were buying and selling. He
overturned the tables of the money-changers

and the stools of those who sold pigeens.
Blak 11:15

In this lesson we axamine Mark's account of
Jesus’ iriumphal entry into Jenusalem and His
dleansing of the temple prior to His Crucifix-
ion. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey
amid cheerng crowds (fecharah 89:5. He
then engapged the religious establishment by
disrupting the commercial fraffic on the tem-
ple grounds. These were nol random events.
Jesus was nearing the end of His ministry.,
He was presenting Himsell to |srael as the
Messiah.

Do we enter the house of worship in the spirt
of praise and prayer as God intends? Or have
wie tumed God's housa into a place o display
our religiosity; a place t0 make business con-
neclions, a place to socialize? May this lesson
serve a5 & reminder thal we should trest
God's House with respect and enter it in a
true spirt of worship of the one In whose
name the building is dedicated,

When worship degenerates to involve only
what we can getl rather than what we can
give, we make the church a den of thiaves.
This lessan is a reminder thal worship |s 3 se-
fous matier and evenyone is encouraged o

| examine his or her attitude toward worship.

Fassnvér Lamb

Church School Lesson Overview — April 2003

April 13, 2003

Lesson Title: A Mew Meaning for Passoweer
Lesson Scripture: Mark 14:1-25

Print; Mark 15:21-24, 34-37; 16:1-8

Key Verse: This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many, Mark 14,24

As the Jewish Passover approached, Jesus
disciples asked how Ihey should prepare for
this observance, He insfructed the two disci-
plas to follow a man camying a jar of water and
to make preparations for the Passover in a
home whera Jesus had arranged for using a
large room upstairs (vw. 13-18). Durng the
Passaver meal, Jesus announced that one of
the twelve would later betray Him {wvv. 17-18).
As gach distressed disciple openly questioned
Him, Jesus described and pronounced judg-
ment on the one who would betray Him (v
18-21). Jesus blessed and broke a loal of
bread, giving It to the discipies as a symbol of
His body (v, 22). Jesus gava thanks for the
cup, passing It to all of the disciples and de-

scribing It 85 a covenant in His blood {vv, 23-
25).

The meeting at the upper room was about the
preparation for death of the Lond, but it also
served as re-interpretive context. The Lord
gave new meaning for old traditions. In terms
of the celebration of life and desath, Jesus
raised for us the issue of having good plans,
anficipating fulure needs, and addressing them
successiully.

Suffering Servant
April 20, 2003
Lesson Title: The Cross and the Empty Tomb
Lesson Scripture: Mark 15:21-16:8
Print; Mark 15:21-24, 34-37; 16:1-8
Key Verse: Do not be alarmed; you are look-
ing for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified,
He has been rasised; he is not hera, Look thers
is the place they laid him. Mark 16:6

The varsas, in this lesson, el of the crucifisdon
of Jesus and of some of the things that He had
to endure on His way to the cross, The biblical
text emphasis includes passages which tell us
the following: 1) Simon of Cyrene was orderad
to camy Jesus' cross 1o the place of the cruck

L o iemeand cor pragea [ 2
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fodon (Mark 15:21-22). 2) The sokdiers 0F | encouragement. He would then go by Lime- :
fered Jesus wine mixed with mymh, but He | 4000 Pricon.  Most importantly, He would ask 0 - .
did not take it {v. 23). 3) The soldiers cruS- | ot have you done 1o help? If you can help 1 2 3 4 5
fied Jesus, drew lots, and divided His cothes | o epogy  Eider Anderson concluded, your
among themselves (v. 24). 4) At thre8 O | ping will not be in vain. e
clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "My i rayer Aon0am. Trustes Board
God, my God, why have you forsaken me? | sqo; Reverend McGall opened the doars of Pt S Mosting
(v. 34)" 5) Those standing around thought Je- | e chyrch, he asked for comments from the B G, 00 pm.
sus was calling for Elijah and waited 10 see Il | peogonan Society president, Sister Eleanor Lcrve Foast uary Chok
Elljah would come {vv. 35-37). B) On the firsl | g et
day of the week, the three Marys found Jesus' —_—
tomb emply; and an angel toid them that Je- | 1. conice was axceptional. There was also
sus “ﬁ “‘!ﬂ“‘;":{:ﬂd mﬂ' *;Et;“?_;“ disciples 10 | o ieianding music from the Gospel Ghair, The 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
FREBL FIT: iy ABINES (vY. =2=3r)- sermon left the congregation challenged and B:00 a.m. Worship
A ; charged 1o do the best we can to educate all _h:ﬁ:.:. éﬁh:w
and assist those who have this dreaded dis- Church School Moon Prayer
1050 am, Wership S0+ Aumilary
VIdﬂ]TDm M == T30 A M P +$ E:Tn:'mw
AMEM Articie
April 27, 2003 HIV/AIDS TEEN FORUM Deadline rayer Service, " s H—
Lesson Title: The Imponance of Beliaf Saturday March 8, 2003 Class
Lezson Scripture: Mark 5:21-43
Print: Mark 5:22-36, 41-42 St John AM.E. Church , The Missionary So-
Key Verse: Jesus said to Whe leader of the | cisty | Christian Education Department, YPD
synagogue, "Do not fear, only believe™. Mark | and the HIV/AIDS Ministry co-sponsored a 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
5:38 City-wide Youth AIDS Forum on March 8. This
program offered educational information, teen Palm Sumday
This lesson tells two well-known stories, each | panels, t-shifs, breakfast and lunch 1o over Church Anniversary) Hoon Prayes Good Friday
speaks of the befief in the power and the per- | 250 youth and parents. It also featured Ma- el F.30 p.m
son that two people had in the Lord: tional Speakers. This was an edifying and gl?;jm EIT:‘CE::W' Maundy Thursday
Jairus meaningful experence for all who attended. 000 ., Worship 0 p i, e
Jairus was a leader in the synagogue who had Bizhvop Kirktand, il ¢TI Mgm
heard of the healing power in the words and in Preacher
the touch of Jesus, He askad Jesus Lo visit his
home to cure his daughter. On the way back
to his house, Jairus got word that his daughter F:Ty fﬂg 'D'Ul' 2':' 21 22 23 24 25 25
died. Jesus looked into the eyes of this man ilita orces Easter Sunday
who had just lost his child and told him not to M r:f
fear but to only belleve. Jairus did believe and As our nation peepares for the possibility of Ffﬁm-m 30 pm. Moon Prayes
when he, Jesus, and others made It to his | ,ap we are encouraged to pray unceasingly. 45 8.m. Esster Pro- g erindal | R pm
house, his beliel and faith In Christ were re- | g tor our leaders, for our military, and for ram e anchary Chok Chanss
warded when his daughter was healed, thair families. 1030 &, Wirship
The Woman ; i -
The AMEN will publish a special prayer list of
As Jesus was trying to get through the crowd | o4 snes who are sctively serving in the mili- 27 28 29 20
to Jairus' house, a woman touched the clothes | v, please submit this information to the
He was wearing. She believed so much in J&- | . ro, ofice or e-mail to the church at stjoh-
sus’ healing power that she knew that if she nameh@anl.com.
were 1o touch the clothes He was wearing, a.m. Worship
she would be healed, The power of her faith Milita ar List Eﬁ.m. Church Lﬁnp.m.
was seen in her not letting the ::mwddhup her ry Pray tmm Hm amu.m
wid Worzhi Class,
Ir,::; ;nmuiﬂnﬂr?;muﬁ“ W s Mr. McLean Philadelphia, husband of Mrs. Feast
: Claira Philadelphia
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| Important Dates to Remember -

March 15 March for Jesus/Community Block Parly Planning Meeting & Workshop
Zt. John AME Church, Moon = 3:00 PM

March 16 Stewards and Stewardess Candlelight March, 4:00 p.m,; Rev. O. Wendell
Davis, Pastor Union Chapel MB Church, Huntsville, Guest Preacher

March 21-22 9th District Mid-Year Convocation, St. Paul AME Church, Birmingham
(Smithfield), Alabama

March 30 Heritage Sunday, Church Schoal 3:00 AM, Worship Service 10:00 AM
April & Daylight Savings Time Begins
April 13 Palm Sunday/ 118th Church Anniversary, Bishop T. L. Kirkland, Guest

Preacher, Church School 9:00 a.m., Worship Servica, 10:00 am.

April 20 Easter Sunday, Church School, 9,00 AM; YoullwChildren's Easter Program,
9:45 Am; Worship Service, 10:30 AM

Thoughts for the Month — ; '
*If we die, we die by our own hands.” — Reverend Dr, William Hooper Councill

“If my people who are called by My name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal

INDMJC their land.” Il Chronicles T:14 ]
5t. John AME Church Non-profit
229 Church Street gﬁblﬂnmage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 i Al
(256) 534-3265 Bt i

(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

stichnamehi@aol.com

Rt. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverand Or. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Rey. & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr.
G305 hatic Rd.
Hunisville AL 25810

Inside this issue ...

Pa=far MoCall Detvers Biack Hisfory Speecht
HIVAAIDS Ministry Workshops and Senvice
Women's Hisfory Mondh

Searcy Homes Biock Party Plans
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Bishop Kirkland Pastor McCall's
. Preaches for 118" Letter
Church Anniversary “Working together with God
By Bridget Floyd is the difference.”

The Righl Reverend T. Larry Kirkland, Pre-
siding Bishop of the Minth Episcopal District
was the guest preacher for St. John's 1187
Anniversary Celebrallon. The 10 am. wor-
ship service was held on April 13, 2003 and
the theme was “The Rejected Stone = The
Chief Comerstone”, The gospel choir, under
the direction of Mr. Cleveland Wilson pro-
vided inspirational music for the service.
Mrs. Antoinelte Wilson served as planist
and Mr. Talbert Cox served as percussion-
ist,

“The Rejected
Stone — The Chief
Cornerstone”

The regular order of worship was followed
with some additions for the spedial anniver-
| sary service. Mr. Otha Owens, Sr., gave
| the prayer of confession. The Old Testa-
ment, Epistle, and Gospel readings were
dope by Reverend Dr, James R, Johnson,
Mr. Caros Clark, and Reverend Claudewell
Campbell, respectively. Reverend Kenneth
Johnzon led the congregation in the Deca-

logue.

Mrs. Charlsie Brooks gave the welcome and
occasion, Cal, (Rel) James R Heyward
read apnouncements and  recognized
guesis. Mrs. Rosa Whitaker led the anni-
| wersary litany. Reverend Debra Woods
| gave the prayer.of thanksgiving. Dr. McCall
introduced the guest preacher

“Weeping Over the
City”

Luke 18: 41-48

Bishop Kirkland spoke on the topic
“Weeping Over the City” from the texi Luke
19; 41-48, He began by acknowledging
Palm Sunday as the beginning of Passion
Week., He laid the background regarding
| svents thal occurred dunng Bibdical times.

He cautioned thal one should not become
too excited while rejoicing because there
will be problematic situations such as Jesus

| Cowiried an page &)

Just think about it = It has been shown that the
brain functions betier when it works together —
when the lefl or logical hemisphere and right
intuitive hemisphere work {ogether. It has also
been shown that the bBrain works: better with
positive things than with negative, destructive
criticism. As it s with the brain, lat i be 50 in
our homes, community, churches, nation, and
the warld,

Let us pray for healing in the human family.
Since we are made in the image of God, ket it
begin with our working together with the Sgpirit of
zod in us: God is Love (John 4:8). Let there be
healing by working logether positively rather
than apart negatively and destructive for God is
Love. From the multicultural refiglous commu-
nity of Abraham's family of Islamic, Jewish, and
Christian believers fhal began in Genesis with
Hagar and Ishmael and Sarah and lsaac, let
there be healing in the human family. From In-
dia's Mahatma Ghandi and the Hisdu faith to
the Bahzai's arcund the world and from the street
comer, slore front preacher to the cormers of our
hears and minds, &t there be healing as God
works through you and me his plan of love for
all humanity, God is Love., When we cooperate
with God through prayer for guidance and un-

[ antirmaed oo pope 41
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Lay Organization |
Meetings

The Lay Organlzation of Sl
John will meet quartery, At sach quanery
meeting there will be a brigf
workshop. Mrs. Lomaine Parham, Director of
Lay Activities will coordinate the workshops.
The next ‘guarterly meetling
is scheduled for Saturday, June 28, 2003.

Please contact Ms, Cassandra Ingram, Lay
Chganization President, for more information.

Missionary Day

The St. John Women's Missionary Society will
celebrate Missionary Day on Sunday, May 18
during 10:50 AM worship Service,

The guest preacher for this Annual Day will be
the Reverend Dors Marshall, pastor of St
Paul AME Church, Tuscumbis, Alsbama. The |
| Children/Youth Choir will render music.

Everyones is welcome io attend.

Easter Programme |
By Bittany Ball ‘

|

|

This year's Easter Programme was wonderful
and enlightening on the day sat aside to cele-
brate our Lord and Savior rsing from the
dead. [t was held on April 20, 2003 after the
earty moming sunrise service and Sunday
Echool, The program sterted off with a dance
from the Youth Praise Dance Ministry, After
the dance we heard recitations from the chil- |
dren, after that the youth then performed a

: play.

|
I
This year's Easter program was coordinated |
by Mrs. Lomainge Parham, and the Master of !
| Ceremony was Ms. Shanti Owens. If you

| missed this year's program you missed a |
blessing. | would like 1o congratulate all the |
children, and youth, who participated because |
they did an extremely good job, Thanks again

to everyone for making this year's Easter Pro- |
gramme a great success. |

& | THE CHANGING FACE
L9 OF MISSION WORK

By El=anor Burnett
Pressdent, Betly E. Derrick Missionary Sociely

The work of missions will be the same, there
will .ahways be a need to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, visidt the sick and elderly,
provide hope when there s uncerainty,
change the aftitudes of those who are prison
bound, and provide spiritual guidance to those
who fesl Iost, hopeless or left behind. The
work of missions has and will always be
needed, We have come into an age thal re-
quires us to go about our mission work in dif-
ferent ways due 1o the varous challenges that
wi now face. The result is the same— leading
lost souls to Christ.

This new way of doing mission work, while it
does nol by any means leave out those who
have gone before, requires cerain skills.
Skills that are a part of the daily life works of
many of our young people. The skills are
technodogical, medical, soclolegical andfor
administrative, In order for the mission work
of gur church to grow and continue to be ef-
fective we must bring on board our talented
young people,

The Women's Missionary Society (WM3) is
appealing to our young people 1o join and par-
ficipate in the Young Women's Initiative
M. The YW1 is an Eplscopal-wide effort
1o recrull young women between the ages 18-
40 to not only join the WMS, bul assist with
our many issues thst affect our community
such as dayecare, addressing the needs of per-
sons living in Black Bell communities, home-
lessness, education, mentoring, elc.

Please come join us, bring your God given
skilis, ideas and falenis into his storehouse 1o
build up His kingdom here on earh, Give
back to God for that which He has given you.

The Belly E. Demck Missionary Society
meets the second Saturday of ezch month 3
the Church at 1:30 pm. Join us!

For more information, pleasa contact Mrs. El-
eanor Bumett or Ms. Claudinette Purifoy.

St John AM.E.N.
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Deaconess Corner
Submitbed by Deaconess Anita Bums

A Good Friday World with
an Easter Faith

Who are we? We are the people who feel
that we musi lake on all of the affairs of the
world, \We are the fix-it people.

The senior citizens are not getling a fair deal,
a friend has just leamed that she has cancer,
a young couple is divorcing, children are kill-
ing other children, and people aré being kid-
napped, more and more oflen

Yes, it is a world filled with pain and suffaring.
A recent Sunday School lesson referred fo
this kind of word as a ‘Good Friday” world.
Thiz is the type of workd in which we live io-
day.

But remamber, we did not create heaven and
earth and we can't fix these problems on our
own. God can and God did, with ihe emply
Tomb. Therefore, neither can life's problems
decide our determinations or destinations; nor
can prejudices, poverty, wealth, educsation,
racism, or lerrorism be used as excuses. We
have the rght to pursue a joyous life. Al
thowgh we live in a 'Good Friday' word, we
have an Easter Faith’. Throwgh the crucifix-
lon and the resurmeclion, Jesus removed all
flimitations. He rolled the heavy stone from
our sin enfombed lives. Cur HOPE is found
in the emply tomb; our FAITH in a Risen Sav-
lor.

Thank you dear Lord for the 'Easter Faith' you
hawve given us in Jesus Christ, our Savior
AMEM.

District Conference

Rev. Claudewell Campbell

The members of the South Birmingham-
Huntsville District met &t Livingsion Chapel A
M E Church April 11, 2003 for the District Con-
ference. We were all warmly received by the
pastor, Reverend Wilbur Marshall, first lady
Reverend Eileen Marshall, and the entire

| Livingston Chapel family.

Hold the Date!
October 1, 2003

Pastor McCall will preach the Annual Ser-
mon ai the opening worship service of the
125th session of the Morth Alabama Annual
Conference on Wednesday, October 1, 2003,
at 10:00 AM. This year's conference will be
hosted by 8t. John AME Church, Binming-
ham. The Male Chons will render music.

Presiding Elder Dillard calfed the district con-
ference to order and organized the conference,
The first order of business was elecling two
marshals. Reverend Henneth D, Johnson and
Bro. Willie Sandifer, both of St John
Humtswille, were elected and served as mar-
shals for the entire district conference.

A short welcome program was presented by
the pastor Reversnd Wilbur Marshall, City
Councitwoman Howell {who is the niece of our
member Annette DeShislds) and by James
Townsend, the mayor of Guntersville. In the
mayor's presentation, he mentioned that he
knew the former presiding elder the late E, L
Blankenship and considered him as a friend.
The mayor presented Presiding Elder Dillard
with a key to the city of Gumersville. Jokingly,
ihe mayor said that the key does nof opan any-
thing in the city.

Reverend Dr. Farrell J. Duncombe, pastor of
Payne Chapel In Birmingham, began the senes

. of workshops with a very informative and en-

lightening workshop on "Music that will help the
church to grow.” Dr. Duncombe began by stat-
ing that the pasior is in charge of everything in
the church, and that includes the music and
direcior of music. According to Dr, Duncombse,
the music should [ift the hear, soul, and Con-
science of the worshipper. He also stated that
Methodist people are "singing people®. Dr.
Duncombe further stated that the music direc-
tor should keep in mind these three things
when selecting music for warship: farmiliarty,
appreciation, and music thal turns aftention 1o
God, Finally, DOr. Duncombe reminded us
"forgat not the hymns of the church.”

Tha second workshop was presented by Rewv-
erend W. M. Jackson, pastor of Grady-Madison
in Madison and was entited “How To Build A
Church From Scratch.” Reverend Jackson
present a defailed chronology of dates and

[ oaniimrad an page &
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Pastor's Letter

(Connnued from page [}
| derstanding of His Word, whan we allow His
grace and [ove to be apphed faithfully in the
workd through us, more souls will be waon o
Hiz kingdom and for His glory.

Just think and pray about it. Just as the brain
works better together and with positree things
rather than negative destructive crificism, so
we are the difference when we allow the God
of Love to wark through us for His own glory.
“How good and pleasant it is when brothers
live together in unity.” (Psalm 133:1)

Mustard Seed

The Lord has not lost His power,
but, His people have lost their faith.,
=and withowt faith it is impoessibla to please
God,
for whoever would approach Him must be-
ligve thal He exisls
and that He rewards those who seak Him."
Hebrews 11:6 (NRSV])

by JAG

Usher's Corner
By Agnes Bailey

On Saturday May 3, 2003 the Senior and
Youth Usher Boards mel for a joini training
session. After breakfast and a time of fellow-
ship, the training began with an introduction of
the officers for this conference year. Everyone
presant received @ handout aboul the purpose
and duties of the church usher. There was a
guesticn and answer period and hands on in-
siructions.

We are pleased 1o welcome the following new
membars:
Senior Usher Board  Jackie Grigr

Dawn Lewis

Mattie McKinney

- Junior Usher Board Geoffey Brown

Malcolm |fekauche
Erittney Davis
Ashley Lewis
Meagan Speight

Thanks to all who paricipated in the training

| and to each individual usher for their comimit-

ment to serve, May the following always be our
watchword: “For @ day in thy courts is better

| than a thousand. | had rather be a doorkeeper

in the house of my God, than to dwell in the

| tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 24:10)

We will recognize students for their accom-
plishments during the 2002-2003 school year
in the nexl issue of the 3t John AMEN.
Flease submil information regarding honor
rofl and all special awards by Sunday, June 7.
Forms will be available in the church office
and vestibule,

Student Recognitions i

AMEMN Staff

..®  Graduate and
‘%?ﬁ Retiree Recognition
<

Graduates and Retirees will be
recognized during worship service in June.
All graduates and retirees are requested

New Members' Corner

By Cora Speight

Tracy Spiegner is S1. John's newest meamber.
Tracy has retumed to Huntsville after living in
Mew York for several years. Tracy has a de-

| gree in Psychology from Columbia University,

After graduating, she remained in Mew York,
working in the New York school system,

While in New York, Tracy was 3 member of
Antioch Baptist Church. Tracy plans 1o further
her studies at Alabama A & M this fall.

Tracy enjoys the church services and Bilde
Stady gt St. John. She has completed the New
Member's Class and was read into full mem:-
bership on Sunday, April 27.

to submit their resumes to the church of-
fice as soon as possible.

Exercise daily — walk with the Lord.

FIE}THER’E DAY
May 11, 2003

Patrice 5. Ruffin

Excerpls from Proverbs 31
& wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubjes. (verse 10)

Her Children anise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her. (verse 28)

Give her the resward she has eamed, and let her works bring her praise at the city
gate. (verse 31)

For me, Mother's Day has always been especially unigue. | was borm on Mother's Day and this
year | will celebrate my 23" birthday on Mother's Day. Bul, even in spite of the personal bless-
ings that are connected toe thal day, this holiday is always a reminder of one of the greatest

blessings the Lord has given me yet - 8 mother, Actually, she is much more than a mother.
She is a friend, a confidant, a sister.

And since we are all someone's child, | thowght it would be inleresting to ask some of the chil-
dren of 51. John to axpress whatl Mother's Day means to them. This is what they had io say:

*I love her. She is a special mommy.” = Sapphire Rochelle, &

"Mother's Day s a day fo thank your mothers for everything they have done for you.®
- William Bell, 12

"Mother's Day is special to me because it gives me a chance to show my appreciation
o my mom because | know some children grow up without one.” - Geoff Brown, 13

* Mother's Day Is a day thal you give thanks for your mother. You can give them a
special thanks for giving you life.” - Adrina Sconiers, 12

To all of the mothers al St John - biclegical and othersdse - we would like to wish you a very
happy and blessed Mother's Day,

M is for the million things she gave me,
O means only that she's growing old,

T ks for the tears she shed 1o save me,
H is for her heart of purest gold;

E is for her eyes, with kove-light shining,
R means right and right she'll always be.

By Jason Brown
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Church Anniversary
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in the Garden of Gethsemane and the crucd-
fixion; which in furn can be followed by hopa-
ful oulcomes such as the reswmection,
Bishop Kirkland indicated thal historicaily, this
was the only time Jesus allowed a pubfic

| demonstration on his behalf. The poim being,

Jesus ‘had no ego problems”.  Bishop
Kirkland indicated that there wers two reasons
for this: 1) To answer and fulfill the prophacy
in Zechariah "Behold your king is coming for
you ... humble and on a donkey™ 2} To force
Jewish religious leaders to act immediataly,
rather than wail until after Passover as they
had planned, Again ihe prophecy was thal
God's son would be killed during Passover.

Another unusual event was Jesus weeping
(noted only bwice in the scriptures). The first
fime was at the tomb of Lazarus and the sec-
ond was when Jesus looked Inlo Jenusslem
and "sobbed loudly” as he lamented their |ost
opportunity in not realizing that they had the
Son of Sod in their midst.  Bishop Kirkiand
elaborated thal there was a lost opporunity
for peace that Jesus was offering. He distin-
guished between material goods and the
peace that is nol disturbed by the negativity of
others. This is an oppordunily that he urged
Huntsville area residents to take because it is
slill available becausa of the resurmection.
According to Bishop Kirkland, the second is-
sue that caused Jesus lo weep was Seeing
religious activity accomplishing nothing {of a
religious natura). This caused Jesus to drive
out those who were commercializing the tem-
ple, because this angered Him.  Bishop
Kirkland quoted the scriptures, "My house
shall become a house of prayer” [nol preach-
ing, teaching, offering). He expounded on the
power of prayer in terms of changing things
and pecple as well a5 easing a troubled mind.

Bishop Kirkland ended by admaonishing those
present to nol make Jesus cry. That is, come

inta church sincerely, “make Him rejoice owver |

what you are doing for Him. Make sure your
activity means something to Christ®. Bishop
Hirkland cited curment polifical, economic, and
warlime issues that make this a trying time.
Daspite this potential ime for weeping, he re-
minded listeners, through song, to not com-
plain because in reviewing the good and bad

DIRECTIONS TO HIS HOUSE

| Make a Right onfo "Befeve Bhd "

| Keep straight and go through the Green Light,

witich is Jesus Christ.

From there, you must turn onto the “Bridge of
Faith, " which is owver froubied water,

When you get off the bridge, make a Rigii
fivny and Keep Skraighf. You are on  the
"Wing's Highway" - Heaven-bound

Keep going for three miles: One for the Fa-
ther, One for the Son, and One for the Holy
Ghost.

Then exif off onfo “Grace Bowsvard”
From there, make a Right! furn on "Gospel
Lana ™

Keep Straight and then make another Right
on "Frayer Bowevard "

A5 you oo on your way, Yieid Noi fo the fraffic
on "Tempiation Avenue,”

Also, avoid SIN STREET because it is a
DEAD END.

Fasz up "Envy Drive, " and "Have Awvenue. "
Also, pass "Hypoorsy Sireel” "Gossiping
Lane," and "Backbifing Bouwlevarad ®

But you have fo go down “Long-sulfering
Lane,” "Persecution Boutevard® and “Trals
and Trbedations Avenue™

But that's ail right, because VICTORY Boufe-
ward is sfralght ahead!

-AnOnymous

Church Anniversary
days 1 Wiont Complain”,

Pastor McCall offered an invitation 1o disciple-
ship to those present, He highlighted Bishop
Kirkland's history in expanding his church and
cited a similar effort toward expansion and en-
hancemani of the Ninth Episcopal District as
he embarks on a new phase of service to the
A.M.E. Church.

Thank You God for Our Church Families

Charsfie Brooks

There is no doubt that Jesus ordained the concept of family, He loved His very own family and
remained with them until He was 30 years old. (Luke 328} Jesus followed in His earthly father's
profession and was obedient 10 his parenis. {Luke 2:51) Jesus blessed the mamiage feast at
Cana with wine (John 2:1), and blessed little children and Wentified their childlike qualities as the
gateway 1o the kingdom of heaven. (Mark 10:11-18) Jesus also formed one of the most diverse
forms of family formations ever known. His immediste exdended family consisted of the twelve

| disciples, the group of men he handpicked to follow Him and establish His Cherch, JESUS

LOVES FAMILIES!

| SL. John is blessed Lo have a multiplicity of wonderful families, all striving to make their homes

Christ centered, Our parents and guardians know that love begins in the home and thal they
teach by example. *Familiar are small communities in which we receive countless opporiunities
to leam how fo love in the nithy-gritty of daily life. Families call us to leam the way of Christ mot

| only in the endless round of diny dishes and diapers, but in the face of broken promises and

shattered trust.” (Marjorie J. Thompson)

Our church families reach out to halp others as is exempiified in our sharing with others during
our community block parties, food share programs geared to feeding the hungry, and numerous
other means of outreach camied owt through our fifteen church ministries. “Nearly everyone in
Ibiza was relaied. They all knew each other, the lales of one anolher's ancesiors, their ances-
tors: Wheir histores and herolc deeds. Nothing was hidden. it was the duly of every member of
the town to find out and know his neighbor's business.® (Buchi Emecheta) Our church family
lovingly reaches oul to others.

We indeed realize we are only as strong as our next genaration; therefore, we all focus on en-
riching activities for cur youth. We are 50 blessed to have lesdership from our Pastor and fam-
iy, church ministerial staff, officers, and members. Specific thanks are extended 10 Missionary
Prasident, Ms. Burngit, YPD Advisor, Mrs. Sconiers; Christian Education Director, Mrs, Parham;
Youth Choir Director, Sister Washington; Youth Praise Dance Direclors, Mrs. Whitehead and Dr.
Brown; Usher President and Usher Youlh Coordinator, Mrs. Bailey, Church School Supeninien-
demnt, Mr. Sandifer and Teachers, and countless others who spend many hours working wilh our
youth, locally, connectionally and with young people in general. GOD BLESS YOU FOR ALL
YOUR HARD WORK!

What is our wish for the beloved families of St. John during this month's Mational Family Week
Celebration?

May you have enocugh happiness 1o keep you sweet,

Enough frials to keep you sirong,

Enough somow to keep you human

Enowgh hope to keap you hapgpy,

Enough failure 1o keep you humible,

Enough success (o keep you eager,

Enough friends to give you comfor,

Enouwgh wealth to meet your needs,

Enough enthusiasm to look forward,

Enough faith to banish depression,

Enough determination 1o make each day befter than yestarday!

And a non-ending walk with GOD OUR FATHER AND CHRIST OUR REDEEMER!
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District Conference

(Comrmued from pope J)

events from the first organizational meeting uwnfil the presanl lime. Reverend Jackson men-
tioned the hard work involved when you start a church with no money, no members, and no
place to meet. He thanked evervone who assisted them with financial gifts and other lems for
the church that helped them get to where they are currently, Reverend Jackson said if takes a
| lot of prayers and patience to start a church.

The Word of God was preached by Reverend Vickl Sanders, pasior of Matthew Chapel A M E
Church in Fackler, Alabama. Reverend Sanders took her text from Matthew 280 36-46 and
spoke from the subject “In the Need of Prayer'. Reverend Sander’s sermon was spirit filled, in-
fermative, inspirational, uplifing and biblical based.

We were blessed during the moming session with the presence of Presiding Elder Albert L. H.
Hyche and the Revs. Bebby Cox, Richard Davis, Levi Billups, Sheryl Shipman, and Ron Sterfing
fram the Birmingham-Florence District.

The afternoon session began with devotion led by Reverend Clawdewell Campbell, Sis. Rhonda
Tolliver and Sis. Mary Gameti. Dr. H. L. McCall began the first workshop an “Sgirtual Forma-
tion" GOD (Grow Or Die). Dr. McCall asked the guestion: What are your vitals? He then talked
| from the four Bible passages Luke 2; 40-52; Luke 22; 38-46; Luke 4: 1-11; and Luke 23:33-34.
These four passages of scripture represented lessons from the temple; lessons from the wilder-
ness, lessons from Gethsemane; and lessons from the Cross, respectively. This workshop was
highly informative and spiritually fulfilling,

The second workshop was conducled by Reverend James A. Rumph, Pastor of Grant Chapel
Bimingham and was entitled “Becoming A Healhy Church.” Reverend Rumph listed several
ihings that will make a church heafthy such as; busy exalling the name of Jesus; equipping the
saints; evangelizing to win souls; inviting others to Christ, giving teslimonies so sinners can hear
them; being involved in tithing; engaging In worship service; and encouraging the pasior.

Reporls were given from the Mew Initiative and Projects that were formulated at the planning
meeting in December 2002 to look at the feasibility of planting new churches on the districl. Re-
porls were made from the Huntsville-Madison area, Center Peint-Roebuck area, Fultondale-
Gardendale area, and Project Overlon area. A lollow up written repor is expected from each
commities 3t the Sunday School Convention,

| Presiding Elder Dillard asked that all pastors and ministers meet him &t Bethel Cverdon on May
16, 2003 at 4:00 PM. Rev James A Rumph was asked 1o be the speaker and 5L Luke's choir
was asked to sing along with the choir from Grant Chapel, Each pastor was asked to bring a lib-
eral offering to help this church.

The evening session sermon was preached by Reverend W. N. Huggins pastor of 3t Paul A M
E Chureh in Scottsboro. Reverend Huggins' text was from Luke 22: 31-32 and his sermon fitle
was “Jesus is Praying for You”

We were also blessed by the presence of Bishop T, Larry Kirkiand and Mrs, Mary Kirkland.

Sis Ellen Washington, Sis Meram Gamett, Bro. Raymond Nomel, and Reverend Claudewell
Campbell met with the Board of Examiness.

Attending the district conference from SL John was: Sis. Margaret Ballard, Sis. Eleanor Bumett,
Sis Mary Powers, Bro. Willie Sandifer, and Sis. Rosa Whittaker. Ministers present were Rever-
end Debra Woods and Reverend Kenneth D, Johnson.

America's Calling
To Free
Oppressed People

By James R, Johnsan, Sr. Chaplain USA Retirad

Recent polis in the United Stales demon-
strated that Americans supporl the soldiers
involved in the conflict with Irag. It 5 not
enough for them to know thal the people back
hame support them, Do we know their cause
is nesdiul, necessary and just?

Cur forefathers have not el us morally adrift
regarding our responsibilities to the freedom
entrusted to us, Perhaps you recognize this
quote from the Declaration of Independence,
"“We hold these truths 1o be self-evident, that
all men are crealted equal, that hey ane en-
dowed by their creator with certain unalien-
able rights, that among these are Life, Libery
and the pursuit of Happiness.®

As | tum thesa words over in my mind, | am
struck by the clarity of their intent. Men and
women are nol meant to be hekd under an op-
pressive govemment. They are to be free to
pursua all that is good and viruous, to live
free without fear of thair govermments.

| read in the newspaper of people being able
to worship again. Then | think of my wisil to
sae the Berin Wall that separated East and
West, and how people were tearing pages
fram the Bible and hiding 0 read their reas-
ure, The wall was in place for a lifetime, sev-
enty years, and it came fumbling down with-
put a shol being fired,

As an Army Chaplain, | also am concerned
about the religious issues surrounding war,
Many assume thal a godly person newver
would want war and thal God must prohibit
war outright. In fact, God commands his peo-
ple to go into battle on NUMEreUs OCcasions in
the scrplures,

& well-known verse of schpture thal sums up
the Ten Commandmenis is, "you shall love
the Lord God with all your heart, soul and
mind, and you shall love your neighbor as
yoursedf.™ If | love God with all of my hear,
mind and soul, then | love all that He loves

Pray for Our
Military

Pray for our leaders, for our military, and for
their farmnilies.

Military Prayer

"Lord, hold owr troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them
and their families for the sellless acts they per-
form fior us In our time of need. | ask this in he
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.”

EE..  Winitary Prayer List

—p—

Private Vince Edwards, nephew of Loraine
Edwards-Parham

Major Angelo William Johnson, Special
Forces Unit; son of Mrs. Mary A. Johnson &
Mr. Cllle Johnson, brother of Ms, Barbara
Johnson & Mrs. Janice Hereford

SPC Christopher Quimbly and SPC
Roderck Quimbly, godsons of Sgt, Major and
Mrs. Theodore Tyson, [l

550G Keshya L. Tyson, daughter of Sgi. Major
and Mrs. Theodaore Tyson, 1l

Plaase submit information on loved ones de-
ployed 1o the Middle East to the church office
or e-mail to the church al stjohnameh@aol.
COdm.

America’'s Calling

{eantinued)

and | hate what He hates. | hate injustice, |
hate murder against the innocend. | hate geno-
cide, | hate deceplion and lies. | hate men who
plot to deceive and destroy others for their own
ambitions.

Instead, | love compassion, nghleousness
truth, justice and the opportunily to grow and
serve.
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Pentecost Weekend 2003

Saturday, June 7, 2003 is the March for Jesus/
Jesus Day 2003

The March will start at the corner of
Williams and Lowe Street (Hilton Downtown Hotel)

Please assemble at 12:00 PM for prayer.
March begins at 1:00 PM

The 2002 march route will be approximately 1.6 miles. The March for Jesus will begin by
lining up on Lowe Avenue {Hilton Hotel], turn right on Williams Avenue, tum left on
Franklin Street, turn left on Monroe Street, turm right on Williams Avenue and end at Big
Spring Park where a Prayer and Praise Service will be held, Jesus Day service and min-
istry projects will continue throughout the day, followed by a community service to be
held in Big Spring Park.

40 days of Prayerwalking for the 2003 March for Jesus route began on April 26, During
these 40 days, people are asked to walk (or drive) the route, pray for the March, the city,
our nation and whatever else the Lord lays on your heart. This is a wonderful way for
prayer teams, Sunday school classes, or other groups to become involved.

Contact Nedra McDaniel or William Bell for more information.
March for Jesus Huntsville - P.O. Box 8780 - Huntsville, Alabama 35804-8780

(256) B59-6718
Web Site: www.murchforjesus-hev.org Email: info@marchforjesus-hsv.org

Sunday, June 8, 2003 is Pentecost Sunday

Pentecost Service
St. John AME Church
8:00 AM

“Allowing the Fruit of the Spirit to Yield Joy and Peace”

The Annual Pentecost Service will be held during the 8 AM worship hour.

*But the fruit of the Spirt [s love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodress, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22.23

F’aﬁe_ﬁ

Church School Lessnn Overview — June 2003

The Chursh Scheal Depsstment prowdss the
manthly lesson revew for the St Jdohn AMEN
This manfh's lsss0n revwsws were wiflan by Wilie
J. Sandifsr

Jounrey Home

June 1, 2003

| Lesson Title: The Exiles Return

rebulid. God s not far from any of us, and he

Backgroumnd Scripture: Ezra 1

Print; Ezra 1

Key Verse: Anyone of his people among
you - may his god be with him, and let him go
up fo Jerusalam in Judah and build the e
ple of the Lord, the God of israel, the god who
is in Jerusalem. Exa 1:3

The Lord's prompling (through Cyrus) motis
vated about fifty thousand people to refum,
along with vessels of the temple.

This lesson relaies (he droumstances behind
the decision of many Israeltes fo make a
nine-hundred-mile mowve  from their sebtled
siluations in Babylon, This journay would fake
fhem back to Judah, the land of their rools. |
We witness the struggles of ancient Isrsefites |
as they dacide to leave a land in which most |
had been born to retum 1o an ancesiral home- I
land that only & minority had ever seen. |

Rebuild |

June &, 2003

Lesson Title: Beginning to Rebuild
Background Scripture; Ezra 3, 4

Print: Ezra 3:1-3, 6, 7, 10-13

Key Verse: Ezra 3211

Key Versa: All ihe people gave & greal shout
of praise to the Lord, becausae the foundation
of the housa of the Lord was laid. Ezra 3:11

The returness wanled God's blessing so one
of their first acts was to rebuild the altar of
burnt afferings.

In this lesson, God shows us his providential
care on a repentant people, a people ready to

specializes in rebuilding, The people wanted
o rebuild the temple and gave generously:
about eleven hundred pounds of gold and
thres tons of silver.

Prioriti
June 15, 2003
Lasson Title: Retuming to the Work
Background Scripture: Haggai, Ezra 5:1, 2
Print: Haggai 1:2-14

| Key Verse: Is il time (or you yoursehes o

be living in your paneled houses, while this

| house remains a nuin? Haggai 1:4

This lesson is about priorities. The |sraslifes
who had returmned from Babylonian exile had
started well in their task to rebuild the tem-
ple, but then they found reasons o rearangs
their priorities, They put first things last. After
the rebuilding stopped, God raised a prophet,
Haggal, to challenge the people o evaluate
their priorities. It warked.

Hope

Jurnie 22, 2003

Lesson Title: God Gives Hope for the Fu-
tura

Background Scripture: Zechariah 8

Print: Zechariah 8:1-13

Key Verse: | will retum o Zion and dwell in
Jerusalem, Then Jerusalem will ba called the
Cily of Truth, and the mourdain of the Lond
Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain
Zechariah 8:3

In this lesson, God speaks again throwgh the
prophets after the exile. It started with Hag-
gai on Augusi 289, 520 BC. Two months kater,
the voice of Zechariah was also heard in Je-
nesalem,

The prophet Zachariah then teamed with
Confrenrd on page |2
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{Canfimrad from pege 11

| Haggai to assure the people of God's concem

for them. Both men provided encouragement
io those who were building the temple. The
temple was finished and dedicated on March
12, 515 BC, and the people prospered under
the preaching of these bwo prophets.

Celebration

June 29, 2003
Les=son Title: The Exiles Dedicate the Tem-
ple

Background Scripture: Ezra 5, 6

Print: Ezra 6:13-22

Key Verse: The people of |srasl - the priesis,
the Levites and the rest of the exiles = cele-
brated the dedication of the house of God
with joy. Ezra 6:16

The people who had retumed from exile in

| Babylon had been back in Jerusalem for

hwenty years. Ouiside enemies and inside
seifishness combined Lo delay the rebullding
of the temple, The people had provided well
for their own homes, bul the lempe of God
had been neglected.

The preaching of Haggai and Zechariah moli-
vated the people again to put first things first -
to give first place to the things of God. As a
result, they resumed building and finished the
temple. The entire nation was delighted that
the lemple was completed, A thousand years
had passed since the Israslites had received
Fod's covenant. They promised again to obey

Church School

9:45 AM each Sunday
Willie J. Sandifer, Superintendanl

Classes for all ages!

Grow in Grace

“Grow In grace and understanding.” |
2 Peter 318

Here are ten principles to help you grow in
grace toward yourself,

1. Hate your sin, but never hale yourself. |
2. Be quick 1o repant.

3. When God gives you light, walk in it.

4. Don't say negative things about yourself, }

5, God loves you as you ara, if's wrong to hate
wihat He loves.

6. He has great plans for you; therefore you'ne
in conflict with Him when you speak nagatively
about your fulure.

T. Mever be afraid to admit that you've made a
mistake bul donl always assume that when
things go wrong i musi be your faull.

B. Don't meditate excessively on what you've
daone, right or wrong; both of these activities are
self-centered, Instead center your thoughis on
Christ: *You will guard him and keep him in per-
fect and constant peace whose mind [both its
inclinalion and s character] is stayed on You..”
(Isaiah 26:3 Amp).

8. Take care of yourself physically. Make the
best of what God gave you 1o work with, but
don't be obsessed with your appearance.

10, Maver stop leaming; but don't allow your
education to become a point of pride. God
doesnt use you because of whal's in your head, |
he uses you because of what's In your heart.

11. Realize that your lalents are a gift, not
something you have manufactured yourself, so
never ook down on people wiho can't do what
WO Can,

12. Don't despise your weaknesses - they keep
you dependent on God.,

Feviewing these principles regularly will help
you grow in grace toward yourself,
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—1 Important Dates to Remember o

hay 17 Youth Crusade for Christ, SL Paul ﬁ!ﬁlE Church, Montgomery, AL
May 28 Annual Missionary Day }

May 31 Searcy Homes Block Party, 1:00 —3:00 PM

June T March for Jesus, Noon

June 8 Fentecost Sunday, Pentecost Service, 8 Al

Searcy Homes Evangelistic Block Party

Theime: “Parfect Peace with No Fear™
Date: Saturday, May 31, 2003
Tihrme: 1:00 = 3:00 PM

Place: Grounds of Searcy Homes

Thouwght for the Manth —

*“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God s Love.” (| John 4:8)

INDNIC
St. John AME Church Mon-profit
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-3285 Permil No. 240
(256) 534-6828 Fax
Return Service Requested
stiohnameh@aol.com

Rt Reverend T, L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Rev, & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr.
5305 Malic Rd.
Huntsville AL 35810
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“Perfect Peace With
No Fear®

“‘Peace Ba To These
Strests, . in the Name of
Jegus

Peace is Focus of
Block Party

For the third year, 5t. John AME Church and
Church Street CPCA have sponsored an
Evangelistic Block Party at Searcy Homes,
Thiz cutreach ministry is in conjunction with
e Huntsville March far Jesus Celsbration.
Churches throughout the city sponsor Evan-
gelislic Parties al various Hurnlsville housing
areas.

This year's Searcy Homes Block Party was
hedd on May 31 from 1 to 3 PM. The theme
was “Perfect Paace With No Fear” The
Good News was spraad through tha partici-
pation of several minigires from the wo
churches. Rewerand Lemwood Purce and
Ministar Jennifar Williams wara tha praise
leaders. The Ghurch Strest E.D. White
Men's Chalr renderad thres selections. St
Jahn's Male Chorus rendared two selsc-
tions. Praise dancars included the Church
Streat Praisa Dancers, 51 John Youth
Fraise [Dancers and 5t John Women's
Praise Dancers

The message of the Good News was also
told through drama.  The Church Street
Puppet Ministry delivered a message full of
humer and Biblical instruction. The St John
drama team presented skits, “Dr. Jesus’
and “Wiitness ®

Prayaers and the call for decisions for Christ
were led by Pastors McCall and Wakker.

A delicious lunch of hat dogs and hamburg-
ers {grilled onsite), chips, cockies, and soft
drinks was senved, Booths were sponsored
by the Fifty Plus, heaith committee, literary
committes, prayer and evangelsm commit-
tee and the Church School

It is & joy to see the response of the mem-
bers af both churchas who voluntearad their
time to support this outreach and the re-
sponse of the Searcy Homes residents.

Pastor McCall's
Letter

“A man is praised according fo his wisdom, but
men with warped minds are despised ”
Provarbs 12.8

The wisdom [lerature of [Srasl provides numer-
ous examples and bimeless illustrations of be-
havior codes that exemplify a life lved by grace
through faith in GOD. We are taught in verse
eight from whance comes a good name, During
our celebration this month of Father's Day, Rec-
ognition Day and Youth Day, why not honestly
ask yourself this following question: What has
been and is the primary focus of my lfe: 1. To
attend a good school 2 To geta good job, 3. To
have a good name or some other concern. Thea
scriplure leaches a good name s more desir-
able than great nches, . (Proverbs 22:1)

Many crucial concerns and viable choicas in this
pasimodern generalion are deleted by those
who seek lasting relationships in the wmong
placas. Many also still seek siability, strength
and securify without any reference Io fixed moral
lww, Az we celebrate fransiions this month, let
us ba thankful that by grace and through faithful
ochedience to God's wisdom, we remain blessed,
Choosing a good school and a good job are im-
partant. Choosing a8 good spouse for hife and
good friends are important concems.  Choasing
a good purpose and good relationships are
good, Choosing a good lecation to live and
raking good preparations for retirements are all
valid concemns. Buf let us remember thal with all

LTI T e TTeat e a0
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Usher’'s Caorner
By Agnes Bailey

“For a day in thy courts is better than a
thousand. | had rather be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God, than to dwell in the
tents of wickedness™ [Psalm B4;10).

The youth usher board 5 happy to welcome
Aghley Love Thanks to all those young per-
sons who serve faithfully each 2™ and 4" Sun-
day. The Senkor Usher board is shill looking for |
members o serve. Mo expefience |5 neces-
sary. You will receive on the job fraiming.

Tip of the Month: The role of the church
usher i one of ministry, The usher is o repre-
sent Jasus Chiist to members and visitors, As
Chrat's representative the wsher should pra- |
pare spiritually for service through the study of

| God's word, prayer and meditation

Deaconess Corner

Submitted by Deacaness Christine Merwether

LIFE
THEY THLD ME that Life could be jusi what |
made: it-
Life cowld be fashioned and worn liké a gown,
I, the designer; mindhe decision
Whathar to waar it with bonnet or crown

And g0 | selacted the pretiest patiem-
Lifa should ba madea of tha rosast hos-
Something unigque, and & bit out of fashion,
Cne that parhaps would be chosen by few.

But other folks came and they leaned o'er my
shoulder,
Somebody questioned the ultimate cost;
Somebody tangled the thraad | was using,
Dne day | found that my scissors were lost,

And somebody claimed the material faded;
Somebody said I'd be tired ere "twas worm;
| Somebody's fingers, ioo pointed and spiteful,
| Snalched at the cloth, and | saw it was torn.

Oh! Somebody ried to do all the sewing,
Wanting always lo advise or condone.
Here s my Iife, the product of many;

Whigra is that gown | could fashion-alana?

MAN TERRELL REED

One Day Church School
Convention Filled with

Teaching and Worship
By Willie J. Sandifer

The members of The South Bamingham-
Huntsville Cistrict Church School and Christian
Education Convenlion came Iogether on Fri-
day, June 13, 2003 o worship and praise God,
Reverand Dwight E. Dillard is the Presiding El-
der of the South Birmirgham-Huntsville District
The ieaching and ideas exchanged will be re-
membered for many years o come. [tis hard o
believe that the following was packed into one
day!

Workshops: (Early Marning)
Yauth
Early Praparatian for Collaga
Church Decorum
Getling to Know Me
Adults
Developing a Healthy Sunday
Church School
Ministers
The Chnstian's Walk in tha
Church and in the Warlkd

Service of Word and Table

Bishop HKirkland preached from Hebrews
11:24 @ message entitted "Making the Right
Choices.” He stated that there i confusion of
rght and wrang. He expounded on how people
make wrong choices in marmage, food, and
educational pursuits. Although Mosas had the
best education and was cultured, be refused o
follow the sinful when he became of yaars. He
chose o follow the affliction of the peaple. In
contrast, Egypt represented pleasurable and
malenalistic things like Escalades and "Bling
Bling" and the affliction of the people repre-
sented the new way (Jasus). Ha clased the sar-

[ mon with " Want Jesus fo Walk With Ke" and

communion was saned

Workshops: (Afternoon)
Yaouth:
Christian Teen Relationships
Choices (T-11)
The Sock Club (B & Under)
Adulis
Biblical Paranting Principles
in an Age of Technology
Ministers
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it ix the sacred
duty of a father to
irsirnct and feain

fiis children.

Every father
imairncts his
chifdren, mosilv
by exanmple.

As the Twig is Bent, the Tree is Inclined

Everati E. Brooks, Jr.

It is the sacred duty of a father to instruct and train his children. Ephesians 6.4 instructs
us; “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.” Slightly translated, it is up to us as fathers not to irritate and
provoke our children, but rear them tenderly, and in my estimation, firmly in the training,
discipline, counsel and admonition of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It is a noble
and worthy goal to build in our children the strongest sense of character and lay the
foundations for a useful and wholesome life, This is our responsibility as parents and as
fathers.

Every father instructs his children, mostly by example. In the case ol his daughters, in
the way a man should treat the females in his life — the example of selfl love and rever-
ence to his wife, the respect and love that can only exist between a son and a mother,
the honornng of a grandmother and, of course, the special love and relationship that a
father has for his daughter. Ultimately, one should ask "Am |, as a father. living the kind
of Iife | would want the man who may ene day marry my daughter to live?” Raising boys
is extremely special and challenging for fathers, Fathers and sons share a bond that
has the highest exampie — John 3:16 is perhaps the most well know Bible passage, tell-
ing us how impartant God's son is to the world. Am | teaching my son in the way the
Lord would have me to teach him? Am | the type of father | would want my son to grow
up to become?

Qur children, the future servant-leaders of our world, will be shaped through a process
of cultivation — a comparison might be to flowers or music, The wild rose is beautiful,
but not as pretty as the cultivated one. Amateurs can make stirring music, but not in the
same class with master musicians, whose ability and genius has been enhanced by
dedication and practice. The child should receive intellectual, physical, religious and so-
cial rearing — as did Jesus Read Luke 2:41-52 when you get a chance. Baing about “My
Fathers buginess” does not, and did not, happen by accident.

| believe that the responsibility of training and nurturing our children has world-shaping
consequences. Just imagine if your child is to become the next Michaal Jordan or Ve-
nus Williams? Sports herces are wonderful and, in most cases, beneficial contributors
to society. But imagine if your offspring’s destiny is a lithe more important than being a
gports hera? What if your daughler or your son has the potantial to be a future Presi-
dent of our country, or Bishop of our church, or Beethoven, or Langston Hughes, or the
first human to walk on Mars, or finder of the cure for cancer. What if the potential is
soemething seemingly uncennected to importance or greatness, as just another loving
hurnan being - who just happens to positively influence someona else to achieve great-
ness? Just ike the ripples that form when a rock is thrown in the water, we have no idea
the forces of change for good (or bad) we sal in motion as we grow (or neglect our re-
sponsibilities to grow) our children.

As | father, | very rarely wake up and plan the “lesson” for the day for Emerson and
Evan — up to this point, they have learned a great deal from the keen observation that
exists on the part of our children. For those opportunities where lessons and plannad
counsel are appropriate, the following 10 points may be useful to other fathers and par-

(i eatinined o pugy 4/
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Shape vour life by
i gread foleal

Herve Ambirion,

Develop good
hcrhits

Have faith, pray
without
CETNIE. .

As the Twig is Bent, the Tree is Inclined

Evereti E. Brooks, Jdr
i piteesen ram gy 3
ents, as they have been for me. | pray they will continue to help me and others in the
growth and nurturing of our gifts from God
10 Points of Counsel (to Children) from a Fathers Heart:

1 Shape your life by a great ideal. The first step toward realizing a great charactar

| is to imagine one.

| 3 Plan to serve humanity rather than be served Jesus taught us that greatness

comes through service: “But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant: Mat-
thew 23:11°

3. Have Ambition. Make plans to achieve, reach for higher things. Much mediocnty
is due to lack of ambition, not lack of ability.

4. Remember the world has a way of giving back o you whal you give it. Love, and
you will be loved; hate and you will be hated. Extend love and kindness to others and it
will be returned

5. Be yourself. Thera is no batter way 1o imprass the world than by baing genuins,
sincere and honest, which are portrayed by being you.

6. Be true to self. Love yourself and be good to yourself. Anytime you mistreat i-
ther acquaintance or stranger, you mistreat yourself.

T Remember, in the long run, no gne can really hurt you but yourseli, Make sound
judgment and decisions — they will affect you as soon as you make them and, in some
cases for the rest of your life,

B. Develop good habits. Habits are hard to break, try to establish good ones early.
9. Build your character well. In youth, lay a foundation for your “building” which s
your character, These should be rooted in honesty, integnty, truthfulness, fairness
goodness, sympathy, rightecusness and devation.

10. Have fath, pray without ceasing and trust Jesus Christ as your Savior

Modified from “A Father's Wordd™ by Leroy Brownlow, 1955 as presentad 1o the author from Rew. and Mrs.
HL McCall and Family at his wadding, Movembar 25, 1885
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Searcy Homes Evangelistic Block Party

Church Sireet CPCA Praise Dancers

Tyson and Brownlow grill hamburgers

%:ii o

—

Harvey and Speight grill hot dogs
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Searcy Homes Evangelistic Block Party

Walking for Peace ... in the Name of Jesus

St John members joined hundreds of Huntsvillians on Saturday, June 7, 2003 for tha Annual
March for Jesus, This International event is held each Pentecost Saturday, Believers around the
world walk through city sireets prociaiming the matchless name of Jesus

St John's paricipants ranged from & 10 month old child to an B4 yvear oid Deaconess. The 1.4
mile walk was an cubward celebration of Jesus as well as a prayer walk for the city of Huntsville,
Foliowng the march, a praise senice was held at Spring Park. Pastor McCall was among the
menisters who participated in the service.

Let us continue fo pray “Peace be 1o thesa streats . in the name of Jesus ”

Picturas wade lakan by Willam Ball and Evaratt Brooka, Si. Mo pictures ans displayed on iha Block Party Bullatin

St, John Youlh Praise Dancers St John Women's Praise Dancers Board outside the Feloashio Hal. A slide ahaw wil be presenied at the next Quarterly Gonferanca.
? 1 . . ) -] be Lo in the
Pictures wers taken by Jason Brown, Wilkam Ball, gnd Evamst Brocks. S Mare pictunes am dispiayed on the Block . '; 1 e s ree 5 SG1LS
Party Bulletin Baasd oulside the Fellowship Mall. A slide show of (ha Block Parly and the March for Jesus will be pre- ; F s AL C these Adime iII . [ O

santad at tha neat Ouarecdy Confenencs.
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Pastor McCall Gives Sermon for Pentecost Service
By Eridget Floyd

The Pentecost Service for 2003 was held on Sunday, June 8 at the A am, worship service. Pas-
tor Homer L. McCall served as worship leader and offered the sermon. Stewards Nedra McDan-
il and Clifton Pearson were program coordinators. Inspirational music was provided by the gos-
pel choir, directed by Clavaland Wilson, accompanied by Antoinette Wilson on piano and parcus-
ssonist, Talbent Cox

Praise Dancers singing during congrega- The Gospel Chowr rendered two sedactions
fianal hymn. and led the congragational hymns.

This year's service bagan with an instrumental perfformance by James E Jamar, saxophonist
Clifton Pearson led the congregation in the, Pentecost Seaszon call o worship, Reverend
Claudewell Campbell gave the moming prayer. The hymns and musical salectons focused on the
coming of the Holy Spiril.  This was also true of the scripture readings, which were done by the
Mclintosh family. The New Testament (Acts 2:1-21). Epistle (1Corinthians 12:4-13), and Gospel
{John 20: 18-23) ware read by Ronald, Patricia, and Patrice Mcintosh, respectivaly. Phyllis Con-
ner led the congregafion in “A Special Decalogue”. Glenn Pippen, Sr, led the Pentecost respon-
sive reading and announcements were read by Jeannette Jonas. The St John Adult Praise
Dancers transitioned the services to the emphasis an the Haly Spirit after Brother Raymond No-
el gave thanks for the offering

Reverand MeCall spoka on “Growing a Wital Church™ with the text taken
from Acts 2:1-4 He emphasized the painl that a sawed paople have a
sanctified mind and should be growing in grace.  He stated further that on
Pentecost Sunday one should analyze one’s spiritual vital signs. He noted
\ that Pantecost is the 507 day after the resurection of Christ He encour-
gged celebrating the power of God's Son, who came to "save us from sin in

, rademption”.

Dr. MeCall deseribad the service as “a party” and the Holy Spirt as “an unseen guast” at tha
party, He stated that the Holy Spirit haips to focus the mind on pleasing God, that is, “a sanclified
mind” He amphasized that a vital church does nol grow without the Holy Spit.  He reminded
worshipers that the coming of the Holy Spirit was the birthday of the Church. Dr. McCall indicated
that Christ is the gift of salvation, He asked the congregation what they wers bringing to the party
He went on 1o say that sanctification is a gift that cannot be earned and there is no need to de-
velop a list of deeds or accomplishments for God to consider in determining entittement 1o this
sanctification. “God freely gave His son to save the carrupt mind”, according to Dr. MeCall. He
suggested a gift that should be browght to the “pary” is “the desire to build and grow & vital
church”

T wwireiad ow pape § 2
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m' Honor Roll & Award Recognition 2002-2003

B Honor Raoll A-B Honor Rall
Kevin Andarscen Kalon Andersan
ktichasla Brown Phroebe Bowser
| Talsha Rice Geaoll Brown
| Jacquelyn Thompson Evan Conner
- [ Dean's ListtHonor Roll Phillip A, McGraw
b Gale McCall Tamela E. McGraw
' Patrice Mclntosh Shant Owens
A" , Adrina Sconiers
Kyle Speight
[ Meagan Spaight
Parfect Altendance
Evan Conner
Talizha Rice

| Jacguelyn Thompsan

| Other Awards:

- Kalon Anderson

Cne aut of three 5ih graders with ariwork disptayed al Panopty
™ National Physical Fitness Award
" Cedificate of Achievemnent for ACE

- Kevin Anderson
Monravia Middle School Scholars Bowl Team
Top 20 of 8th grade graduating class

- Phosbe Bowser
Presidential Award
Qutstanding Senior Advanced Art Student
Zora Neale Hurston Essay Conbest Award
Maost Individual Student Award
Spanish Award, Outstanding Reading Award
Wha's Who Among Ameancan Students

- Geoff Brown
8th Grade Ciizenship Award
Z2nd Place overall State Destination magination
18t Placa Music Fest Orlando Flonda
Dizcovery Middle Schood Wind Enzembie
Znd Place, Discovery Middie School Boys Soccer Team

= Michaela Brown
Good Citzen
drd Place Overall State Destination Imagination
2nd Place Owverall Junsor Tap Line

Duke Talent Search
= Evan Conner
Athletic Award

Choir Award
- Phillip R. McGraw
Science Fair Participant = First Baptist CDCA
- Tamala E. McGraw
T er 2 . Advanced band — Huntsville Middle School First chair Trumipet

ons, Panama City, Florida

Concart Band = Huntsyile Middle School — Supsrar rating, Festival of Champl
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Honor Roll & Award Recognition 2002-2003

Cther Awards (confinued)
- Talisha Ricea

Mational Junior Honor Sociaty

Cne of the fop three averaces in Social Studies
Presidential Physical Filness Award

- Adrina L. Sconlers

Mational Junior Honor Sociaty

Dutstanding Music Achievement
Outstanding English Achlevarmant

- Kevin Speight

Mational Physical Fitnass Award
18t Place, 4X100 Relay Race, Toy Bowl, Birmingham, AL

- Kyle Speight
Student of tha maonth
= Meagan Speight

15t Place, Discovery Middle School Color Guard, Crlando, Florida
| 131 Place Music Fest, Orlanda Florida
| Discovery Middle School Wind Ensemble

2nd Place, Discovery Middle School Girs Soccer Team

- Jacqualyn Thompson

Presidential Physical Fitlness Award

[Graduates {from all levels) will be recognized in the July issue of the 51 John AMEMN )

i Pastor's Message
|

(o riard o page 1)

of our getting and choosing to get (godly) wis-

dom and understanding “to be borm again”

For the grace withers, the flower fades away
| but the word of God stands forever. (lzaiah

40:8) The wages of sin is dealh (Quil bafore
| payday ) but the free gift of God is etemal life
| in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)
As you remember the blessing of praise for
all who choose o accept God's grace daily
and follow faithiully His wisdom in thought
and deed and as God makes you also aware
of the consequences of discbedience, a per-
verse heart and crooked mind, choose this
I day whom you will sarve! For where your

treasure s there your heart will be alsc.
| [(Matthew 5:21)

Lay Organization

The Lay Organization of St John will meet
quartarly. At aach quartarly meating there will
be a brief workshop, Mrs, Lofmaine Parham,
Director of Lay Aciivities will coordinale the
workshops, The next quarterly mesling s
scheduled for Saturday, June 28, 2003

Please contact Mz, Cassandra Ingram, Lay Or-
ganization Prasident, for mare information.

|
Prayer

Do nof have yowr concedt first and
furte your instriment afarwand.
Bagin each day with God
- Jarmis Taylor Hudson

- Hold the Date!

M October 1, 2003
| |

Pastor McCall will preach the
Annual Sermon at the opening worship service
of the 125th session of the MWorth Alabama An-
nual Confersnce on Wednesday, October 1,
2003, at 10:00 AM. This year's conference will
ba hasted by 5t, John AME Church, Birming-
ham. The Male Chorus will render music

St John AM.EN.

June 2003
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SUNDAY
SCHOOL
=

Church School Lesson Overview — ..Iul-y 2003

The Charch School Depanmend provides  bhe I
ranihly lBsE0n mves for e S Jodve AMEMN
This monif's lesson reviews were whfien by Willie
J Sandifer

Jump Start

July &, 2003

Lesson Title: Nehamiah Begins Work
Background Scripture: Mehemiah 1,2

Print; Nehamiah 1:1-4; 2:4-5, 13, 16-18

Key Verse: They replied, "Lat us start rabuild-
ing.” So they began this good work, Nehemiah
2:18

The retumed exiles had bean in Jenusaem for
mara than ninely years, the temple had been
completed, but the city's walls remained in ru-
ins. Nehemiah was sarving in the palace of the
king of Persia when the distressing news
came: Jerusalem needed walsl The condition
of the walls left the city, tha templa, and the
pecple vulnerable to attack and gave their
BEMias CAUse o ridicube,

Mehemiah was successful because he had
God's blessing and a key to thal blessing was
hig Faithful exercizse of prayer in his planning.
Upon hearing Meheémiah's report the people
were ready to build and committed themsehes
o the task

Finished

July 13, 2003
Lesson Title: The Wall Complated |
Background Scripture: Nehemiah & |
Print; Kehamiah 6:1-5, 15-18

Key Verse: When all our enemies heard |
about this, all the surpunding nations were |
gfraid and lost their salf-confidence, becausa |
they realized that this work had been done
with the halp of our God. Nehemiah 8:26 [

Maost projects have thase who opposa i But
Nehemiah prayed. resisted the enemies, and
succeaded

In spite of external and internal problems, the
Israeiites soon completed the rebuilding of the
wall. When word of thelr accomplishmeant

reached Israel's enemies, they knew (hey
woukd have (o devise a more devicus method
of attack. Rathar than concentrating on intimi-
dating the populace, they would tiry to destroy
the pecple’s leader

When the enemias of God's people heard of it
afl the nations around them were afraid and fall
in thair own esteem, for they sensed that the
word had been done with God's help.

s Obedience

Lesson Tithe: Called 1o Obey the Law
Background Scripture: Nehemiah 8

Print Mehemiah 8:1-3, 56, 8-12

Key Verse: They read from the Book of the
Law of God, making it clear and ghing the
meaning 50 thatl the people could understand
whal was being read. Nehamiah 8:8

After the relumed exiles wera seliled, the peo-
pla meat n the square before tha Water gate in
Jerusalem and asked Ezra to present the Law
of Mosas, From aarly morning o midday, Ezra
read the Law, the people listened attentively

The Bible, the living Word of God, can be
viewed a5 a manusal on how 1o live our daily
fves. This lesson i about geling acquainted

with the manual, God's Word, We cannot obey
what we do not know. As Chnetlans, wa s ad-
mionishad o read the manual

New Covenant
July  2IT, 2003
Lesson Title: Renewal of the Covenant
Background Scripture; Nehemigh 10;28-39

| Print: Nehemiah 10:28-33, 35-38

Key Verse: We are making a binding agree-
ment, puttng it in writing, and our leaders, our
Levites and our priests are affixing their seals

| Izt Mehemiah 9:38

After recounting thelr blessings in a prayer of
gratiiuds, tha retumed [sra=lites entered inta an

Vi as e porge )
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Church School Church School Convention
|
aath with their crealor and redeamer. The pea- | Conriaued Fow page 2 Sun fson Tus WWad Thu Fi Sal
ple are now ready to rededicate themselves Evangelizing Postmodemns
and their nation to the Lord. & thousand years
had passed since the Israslites had received | Workshops: (Evening) 1 % 3 4 5
God's covenant, They promised again to obeay Youth |
it, Christian Teen Relationships 10-00 8.m. Trustes
Adults | Moo Praye: [Eoard Mesting
They renewed their allegiance to God by vow- Vacation Bible Schood 2003 30p.m i
ing to follow the commandments of the Lord. | The Director's kit presented comes from Urban le;iwcm'u ourth of July
Te violate this oath would mean their death as | Minisiries, is based on Maithew 2818, and has =
a nation the theme: "All Power Given to me on Heaven !
and Earth", It is divided into Stars, Cadels, Crew
Members, Juniore, Teenagers, and Adults. The
presenter noted that if one iz just now starting to 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
pian for VBS, it is 100 late. The planning should O
hawe started back in January by choosing & di- E:J::. y 10:30 a.m. Hewslattsr
mector, in March by planning and putling io- Church School | Seadf Masting
Pentecost gether. We also discussed ways 1o Plan, Pro- 10:50 a.m. Woeship _ Noan Prayer
maote and Strategize. e oot B:30pm, i et R i
Conrinued fhos poge: ) Church Decordm Dipadiing Prayer Senvice, : h%l:llﬂﬂlﬂ. .uﬂs.&mtng 55
i Meninl ot B suggest how this can be done The discussion was on how one should act and Bivle Class £:00 g.rm.
First. pne should have a praying house, go tn !:rahaf.'a in a Worship Service and behavior dur- Sanctuary Chair
church, and attend Bitde Study, That ig, | MG different sagments. s - - e
“choose you this day whom you will serve”. He I
pointed out that the body is a temple of the | MEaSuring Ministerial Success in the 21" Cen- 13 14 15 i 16 17 18 19
Holy Spirit and that one's associates influsnce | UTY e
beliefe and behaviors. As such, one should | Evangelizing Postmodems R
chocss those who balieve and their behaviors R BT, LAY Moon Prayes
demonstrate this. Seuu:ndl'_.' “uhm::rse bo fake | T0 e Jew, Paul becama as a Jew, 1o the g |
Up the cross. because He saved me. .and we | Sreek as a Greek, and to the Roman as a Ro- iy B L : :
should be glad to serve Him unto death” The | MaN. Likewiss, we can changs and be seem- e i Vacation Bible School
third suggestion was to choose to think in your | Ng'Y like @ person as we lead that person io i i U
heart that Jesus ks Lord and 1o thank God for | CPiStL The presenter of this workshop acciden-
| dune 13, 2003 in Qur Daily Bread, Grab your |
e MACall rond thoss srescn | Daily Breag and read for yourseif how it tied in 20 21 g2 238 24 25 26
to "get out of the comfort zone and get in the | With this fopic. .
‘sabvation zone™. While earthly friands may 00 m, Warsh
forsake, the “Holy Spirt will wrap you and bring | YOuth Extravaganza: et bisig — Moon Prayer
you through...the stormy banks of Jordan. |n | After going ail day through a series of work- cal F.rnl-:'r. Sarvica ?
closing, Revarand McCall urged those present | Shops, rehearsals, and worship services, our 13:50 3:m. Worship Bibie Class  S00p.m. Maie G
to "bring a saved heart, sanctified mind, desire | ¥OUth presented & combination of Songs and oion ek MRy cick a:
b Tve a vital life in Jesus' Pastor McCall of | D8nces that showed they are very creative and 4:00 PM
fered the invitation ta disciplaship. full of energy. There is no betier way 1o top off
whal was already an awesome avening than to
The recessional song was “Where the Spirit of | just relate what others have said 27 28 29 30 31
I "
Sahd o ¥ |Tha| praise dancers were axcellent.”
Once again the Pentecost Samvice focused on - Rev. McCail i e ki
irit af worship, th it of liwi o, - : Ay ;
$: f'p;: ;p;:, T=|I~.F.; se.}v?éma:ﬂm ,m""mﬂ; ss':;:re- | "Owr Youlh are very talented, everything they did ﬁ;ﬂim- Church E::r'rémm
sertt to focus or refocus on the significance of | ey DID - ANGNYMOUS 10:50 a.m Warship Bibie Class,
the Holy Spint and the true meaning of this gift | Love Faast
fram God. |
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Important Dates to Remem ber

June 28 Lay Organization Meeting

June 30 - July 3 Minth District Christian Education Congress, Adams Mark Hotel,
Mobile, AL

July 13 Women's Day, Church School 2:00 AM, Worship Serdice 10:00 ARl

July 14-18 Vacation Bible School

I Thought for the Month -

"“ou shall love your neighbor as yourself.” - Matthew 22:39
INDMNJIC
St. John AME Church Mon-profit
229 Church Street gﬁb"ﬂ'ﬂﬂ'
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Huntsville. AL
(256) 534-3265 Parmit No. 240

(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

stioshnameh@aol com

Rt. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Rev. & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr,
E305 Matic Rd.
Humniswille AL 35810

Inside this issue.....

Saarcy Homes Block Party / March for Jesus
Father's Day Feature

Pentecost Service

Student Honors and Recognition
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St. John African Math{:rd;sf Episcapal Church Huntsville, Alabama
Volume-8 lssue 7 July 2003
Seize Moment, Pastor McCall's

Listen to Seniors
By Fastor Homer L. McCall

Mr=. Eloise Sterrs was a graduate of Ala-
bama A&M University during the tenure of
Dr. William Hooper Councill. Sha was an
eldery lady respacted throughout the com-
milnlty and coundry,

She owned and operated a boarding home
on South Jackson Street in Montgomery
whera backs fraveling across the country
could find room and board in 2 segregafed
sociely. It was next door fo the Dexter Ave-
nue Church parsonage where Dr. and Mrs.
Martin Luther King, Jr. lived. My family and |
lived pust a few doors up at 285 South Jack-
son Street,

As a child growing up in Montgomery, it was
always inspirational to chat with Mrs. Sterrs,
Ehe was always elated over the very special
care and freatmenl she received as the old-
esl alumna upon returning for the Founder's
Dray aclivities al Alabama A&M.

If 1| knew then that | would spend most of my
adult Iife as an employes of ASM, | would
have asked Mrs. Sterrs more gquestions con-
carning the founder, who alsa, In 1885, or-
ganized 1. John African Methodist Episco-
pal Church in Huntsville,

If | could have an imaginary conversation
with Mrs. Starrs, parhaps some of my prior-
ity questions would be her knowledge of Dr,
Councill's imvolvement in organizing St. John
AME. Church and his work as an ordained
elder in the AM.E. Church. For certainly, Dr.
Councill's social consclousness was influ-
enced by such renowned Episcopal leaders
in Alabama as Bishop Heary Mohail Turner,

Why did Cr. Councill tum to the AME.
(Lonifwed o page 2)

Letter

“Spendimg Time with Ghrist™
Fomans 12;1-2, | Thessalonians 5:253-24
*How much time do vou spend wilh Christ?

We spend much of our time: working, sleeping,
reading, meditating, playing, traveling, planning,
R and R, meeting, eating, praying, exencising,
and in many other ways. But do you say “ras’ to
the Holy Spirit as He moves in mysterious ways
to renew your mind through which your inner
spirll is changed into the likeness of Christ?

Paul told Roman balievers: “Be fransformed by
the renewing of your minds.” (Romans 12:2). As
you also know and as all of us are reminded in
Scriplure;  As our Christian life progresses, we
should gradually notice that our thoughi-life s
bamng changed from Christleszness bo Chrisflike-
ness. Transformation does not happen over-
might. Owr regeneration is instantaneaus, but aur
transformation is confinuous. We are conformed
to Christ's Image gradually as we spend time in
Intimate fellowship with Him, Therefors, an im-
portant question for each of us not only during
the weeks of summer wacation, bul also
throughout the year remains: “Mow much time

{Cmstinmeal on mage 1)
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Usher’'s Corner
By Agnes Bailay
The Senigr Usher board will have its next regu-

lar maeting on Saturday August 2™ at 9:00 a.
m. All members ara encouraged fo be present.

Tip of the month: The church usher must be a
friendly person, concesned about helping oth-
ers. Tha Church Lisher must have a desire {0
serve [he Lord and sfhe must be faithiul in hisd
tesr wocrk;.

Deaconess Corner
Submitted by Deaconess Sarah Ball

SHARING

There's nothing as good as sharing,
Mo pleasure can lake the place
Of joining in common effort
O loving all colors and race.

Cur Fathar has given us besuly
Of natural creaton o partake,
To each a porflon of heaven
In His kingdom we all have a stake

Whether praying or working we gather
The frult of the seeds that are sown,
By our lives which we offer to Falber
We make all that we fouch His own.

Tharesa Brown

Hacauzes of the sandee by which you have proved
yruarsef,
ma will prafes Sod for the obedience that accom-
pamas your confasaion
of the goepel of Chifst, and for pour genercely i
sharing walh fhem
and with avaryona alzs.

2 Connthians 9:1.3

Mustard Seed!

Salvation was freely provided
for you,
but you must work and do
something to manifest it.

"I PRAY THAT THE EYES OF YOUR HEART
MAY BE ENLIGHTENED,
S50 THAT YL WILL KMNOW
WHAT IS THE HOPE OF HIS CALLING,
WHAT ARE THE RICHES OF THE GLORY OF
HIS INHERITANCE IN THE SAINTS."
Ephesians 1:18

by JAG

The shartes! disfance bafwaen & profiem ang
A salution iz the disfance befween your knNees
and the foor,

The one who kneals fo the Lord can sfand up
to anything.

Seize Moment

L rmntinpeend frome pape 1)
Chureh, the first black freadaom movement in
Amanca?

e his 18903 adition of “Tha Souls of Black Falk,”
Dr. W.E.B, DuBois noted that the AM.E,
Church, founded by Richard Allen in 1787, was
the most powerful organization for blacks in
America. My constani thirst and hunger for
maore detaded knowledge about the founder
and organizer of tvo Instilutions thal | have
sarved for mast of my life could be satisbed by
an Interview with Mrs, Stemrrs, the eldery matri-
arch of South Jackson Sireet.

Az ghe would sweep her walkway and speak

proudly of her afma mater and “life on the HIlL® |
would also ask har about Dr. Councill’'s family
life — his wife, children, and whether there are
any lving relatives of one of Iha mosl unsung

| heroes of America — educator, ordained clangy-

man, social activist, polifickan, attorney, orator,
&,

While our loved ones, family, friends, and sig-
nificant persons are here with us, lel's delets
the *if and seize the moment. Led us put in

i more time listening to our elderly. Let's listen
| bayond the ordimary, polite and expectad wilh
| agoressive guestions that would starthe our own

imagination.

Thiz arficle was wrilfen by Pasior MeCait and pub-
lizhed i e Salurday, June T4, 203 TFalth & Val
uez" section of The Huntsuile Times

Pastor's Message

{Conrimaed fiom page 1)
do you spend with Christ?

As Jesus grew In wisdom and stabure and in
favor with God and man (Luke 2:52), we
should grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savier Jesus Christ {2 Peler
3:18). For as we are also reminded in Prov-
erbs 237! "As a man thinks in His heart so is
he.” Through the power of the Holy Spirit and
throuigh the ministies of the church we can
grow inwardly and  spiritually through kstaning
faithfully and obeying His WORD. How much
time do you spend with Christ in reading,
prayer, worship, fellowship, service, elg.?

God grows what He makes, God will make us
scriptural thinking, trusting and thankful frans-
formed Christiang.  "Do not be conformed 1o
this waorld bul ba transformed by the renewsal
of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) Lef's spend
mora time with our famiies in Church Schond,
worship, Praver Mesting/Bible Class, VBS
and lel's encourage others to do the same,

Evangelist
Returns for

Third
Consecutive
Year

Dr. James L. Davis, D. Min, Sanior Pastor of |
Big Bethed AME Church, Allanta, Georgia will
be the evangelist for SL Johna's summer re-
vival. This year's ravival will be held August
11-12, 2003, at 7 PM nightly.

Dr. Davis is a fifth generation African Mathaod-
ist Episcopal minizter, He was frained in the
public @nd privala schools of Birmingham,
Alabama. He received the Bachelor of Sci-
ance degree from Morris Brown Colege, the
Masler of Divinity and Doctor of Minisiry from
the Interdenominational Theclogical Center in
Aflanta, Georgia, Pastor Davis has served as
pastor of Big Bethel AME Church since Oclo-
ber, 1982 As a visionary, Dr. Davis is actively
engaged in developing new minlstrieas and
acquiring new propertias andior facilities 1o
mest the expressed needs of members of the

Church and the downtown urban community.

Annual Missionary
Day Celebrated

By Jackie Goiar

The Betty E. Derrick Women's Missionary Soci-
ety of 51, John led in the celebration of their An-
nual Missionary Day, on Sunday May 18, 2003
during the 10:50 am worship service. Mission-
ary Day'is an oppariunity for the WMMS o raise
awarenass within the congregation of its work
and activilies. Activities such a3 adopting a
needy family, collecting clothing and lood for
lhe less forfunale, visiting the sick and shul-in
and fraining the vouth through the YPD.

This year's speaker was Reverend Daris Mar-

| shall, pastor of 5L Paul AME. Church, Tus-

cumbla, Alabama. She delivered an inspira-
lional and soul-stiring  sermon  entitled
"Commissioned o Evangelize the World®, Her
scripture reference was laken from Matthew
28:16-20. She emphassized that we all are
"missionares”, commissioned by God o go be-
yond the church walls end draw those who are
putside. Those present were also blessed by
her spiril-filled singing of the hymn "Beams of
Heaven",

The members of the missionary sociaty partici-
pated in the order of service and the Children/
Youth choér provided the music.

We were blessed 1o have five {5) of Rev. Mar-
ghall's members from St Paul, Tuscumbla as
guesis for the service.

The WMS meets monthly on the Saturday after
the first Sunday at 1:30. New “laborers” are al-
ways welcome, Skier Eleanor Burnall is Prasi-
dent.
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Searcy Homes Block Party Outreach Continues
with Food Distribution

Searcy Homes residents who registered during the Searcy Homes Block Party on May 31 re-

celvad boxes of food on Thursday, June 12. Reverend Claudewefl Campbell coordinated the pur-

| chase, sorting and disirbution of the food boxes. Funds for the purchases ware donated by mem-

| bers from 5t John AME and Church Street CPCA. Both penshable and nonperishable items were

included in the food boxes, Over 25 boxes were prepared. Piclures were taken by Mrs. Mabla
MeCall

2003 Graduates Honored
Elementary and Middle School Graduates

Everett Emerson Brooks, Il
Emerson graduated from kindergarten at Madison Academy, Madison, Alabama. He is the son of
Mr. & Mrs. Everetl Brooks, Jr. and the grandson of Mr. & Mrs. Everett Brooks, Sr.

Phillip R. McGraw
Phillip graduated from the fifth grade al the First Baplist Child Development and Academy on May
15, 2003. Phillip Iz the son of Mr. & Mrs. Rickey McGraw

Kevin Anderson
Kevin graduated from the Bth grade at Monrovia Middle School, He will attend Sparkman High
School this fall. Kevin is the grandscn of Sister Merlam Gasrall.

Talisha Rice
Talisha graduated from the 8th grade at Meridianvile Middle Schocl. She is the daughter of Mr. &
Mrs, David Russ,

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Pastor McCall, Phosbe Bowser, Shayla Gibson,
Shanti Owens, Judge Shasrod

Phoebe Rochelle Bowser

Phoebe graduated from J. O. Johnson High School. She is the daughter of
Many and Robert Bowser. Phosbe was an A-B Honor Roll Siudent. She re-
ceived numergus awards and recognitions including the Good Citizen Award,
Prasidential Award, Outstanding Sanior Advanced A Student, Zora MNeale
Hurston Essay Contest Award, Most Individual Student Award, Spanish fward,
Cutstanding Reading Award, and Who's Who Among American Siudents.
Phoebe plans to attend college.

S frapang’ o page o
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Shayla Voncile Gibson
Shayla is the deughter of Dr. and Mrs. John T. Gibson. Shavla graduated
from Bob Jones High School with an Advanced Diploma, a 3.8 G.PA., and as
number 76 in a class of 482 graduates. While in high schoal, she was a mem-
ber of P.R.LDE., Bob Jones' A and A-B Honor Roll Program, Her exiracur-
ricidar aclivities included Mational Honor Society, Mational Beta Chub, Key
Club, Peer Mediator and office aide for the work study program. She was a
mambear of Bob Jores' Freshman Bazketball learm that won he county cham-
picnship, She was salectad 1o participate on the toumament team, Was cap-
iain of Bob Jones JV Basketball team, and selecied 1o play on tha all fourna-
ment leam. Shayla was a 2002-2003 Debutanta for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorod-
| ity, Inc, She plans fo attend Spelman College, with 8 major in English, and minor in Psychology.
Liltimately she plans o pursue a career as an Entertalinment Lawyer

Shanti Nechele Owens

Shanti is the daughter of Edna and Otha Chweans, Sr. She graduated from
Sparkman High School on May 28, 2003, At Sparkman she participated in
bath beginneng and advanced cholr, the choir ensamible, drill team, peer lead-
ership, FBLA, and sang the national anthem at two baskeiball games. Al 51
John AME Church she is a member of the Youth Cheir, Sanctuary Choir and
Youth Usher Board, She I8 worship leader for the Youlh Praise Dance Minlsiry
and president of tha YPD. She is a member of the Marth Alabama Conferance
Praize Dance Minisiry. Her hobbies nclede, talking on the felephons, dancing,
singéng and having fun with family and friends. She will attend the University of
Morth Alabarma 1o pursue a degres in sockal work.

2003 COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY GRADUATES

FPastor BcCall, Carl Lewss, Brooke Rankin, Lauran Taagus,
Carolyn Fuss, Willie Sanditer, Judgs Sharrod, Col. Hayward.

Sister Judith Ann Gardner, B, Sa,
Bachelor of Sclence, Peychology'Soclology, Alabama A, & M. Linbversity

fConniwwed o page T
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Jana Michelle Goggans, B.Sc.
Bachelor of Sclence, Sales and Marketing, Tuskeges University

Carl Lewis, B.S.
Bachelor of Science, Computer Information Systems, Columbia College, Redstone Ar-
senal Extension Division. He is employed as a Calibration Technician by SIMCO Elec-
tronics, a cantractor at Marshall Space Flight Center,

Brooke Deanne Rankin, B.Sc.
Bachelor of Science, Management Information Systems, Universily of Alabama at Birmingham,
Brooke is the first co-op student with Honda, Inc. in Birmingham. A graduate of Lee High Scheol,
she plans to pursues a master’s degree at Samford University.

Lauren Gerri Teague, B.A.

Lauren is the daughter of Gerald and Lauretta Teague. She graduated from Spelman
| Coliege on May 18, 2003 receiving & Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics. While en-
| rolled she received honors as a Bonners Scholar, Daimler Chrysler Citizen Scholar,
Spelman Independent Scholar, Spelman College Honor Roll, and Mational Dean's
List. As a Bonners Schaolar, a service oriented scholarship, she was committed to pro-
viding service to others. She served as a Facilitator for the organization AID Atianta—
Unity Projecl, As facilitator, she trained youth and adults in HIWAIDS and substance
abuse awaraness emphasizing cultural sensitivity and community participation. Lauren
s Interested in health policy and regulation.  She would like to gain valuable experi-
ence and knowledge of health economics and fluency of another language through the
Peace Corps. Her plans include law school with a specialty in Health Law.

GRADUATE DEGREES

Carolyn L. Russ, M.Sc.
Master of Education, Business Education, Alabama A. & M. University

Joe Malik Sales, M.Div.
KMaster of Divinity, Harvard Divinity Schoal

Willie J. Sandifer, M.Sc.
Master of Science, Logistics Management, Florida Institute of Technology

Andre R. Elliott, Ph.D.
Doctar of Philosophy in Education, Walden Univarsily

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL GRADUATES!

| AWARDRECCONITION COMMITTEE ~ Col. (Rel) James 0. Heyward, Mrs, Mable Jones MoCall, Nadra
MeDankad, Judge Marha Lynn Sharrad, Dr. Jeanetta Jones, Pastor Homer L. MeCall, Jason Brown, pholog-
raphar,
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Youth Reflect on Ninth District
Christian Education Congress

Reflections by Rakita Sconiers

The Minth Episcopal District Christian Education Congress ook place June 30 — July 3, 2003 at the
Adam's Mark Hotel in Moblle, Alabama. The workshops were informative and the services were uplifting.
This year a great effort was made to maintain the youth's attention. The faciltators of the workshops were
able o relate 1o us on our level. They let us know that it does not maiter what has gone on in our past, as
long &5 we make a change and follow the Lord. God can use anyone,

The Consecration Service was held at Bethel AME Church, Rew. Dr, Leslie Raphael White provided the
sermon which was enfitled "Jesus Believes in You.” He falked about having a maturity of faith in your life.
Dr. White also stated thal you should nol back into growth with God, bul should take forward steps lo
God,

On Tuesday, the workshops bagan. The first youth workshop was “Leamning to Pray Scripture.” Tha pre-
senter was Reverend Carla Stallwarth. The points of her discussion were 1) Why does God wani us fo
pray? 2) How can we pray effectively? 3) The effectiveness of prayer. This was a very helpful workshop,
The second workshop was “Sharing Your Faith® The presenter was Reverend Chekibe Holman. His
message included references from hip-hop culture. He stated “even thugs can change and be used by
God." He informed us that many people in the Bible were not always the way thal they came (o be. Moses
and Paul were axamples. God changed them and they were blessed.

Rav. Dr. Leslie R, White also delivered the sermon at the Keynote Service. His ille was “Keep Up the
Good Work." The scripture text was Hebrews 12:1-3, Important points in his message were: 1) It s by
being open o God that we can be what God wanls of us. 2) In order to be closer lo God, we can look (o
those who have made it in their lives, look at ourselves and lay aside any weights and sing. 3} We must
do what we can lo please God righi now,

Reverend Bobby B. Cox, Jr gave the Youth Might sermon. The message was enfitled "Ifs a Process,”
Soripture text was Philippians 3:12-14. He emphasized that becoming what God wants for us is a process,
Everything that we go through I8 connected to something that will take us to another leved with Chirist.
Three things thet can pravent us from tapping inlo God's purpose for us are: 1) remaining in a comfort
zone, 2) fallure to relinguish control to God, and 3) failure 1o remember the Lord. Al the conclusion of the
service, lhere was a social haur Tor the youth, where a Gospel Rap group parfformed.

The Christian Education Congress was enjoyable, and it was a blessing that one hundred and fifty youth
gave thelr lives to Christ during one of the workshops,

Reflactions by Phosbe Bowser

The theme for tha Ninth District Christian Education Congress was “Evangefism — ‘Reach-Teach-Keep™
and the theme song was *| Am on the Battiefield for the Lord."

The Consecration Service was a long, Inspinng service. There was a good sermon and meszage brought
1o the young people. The workshops ware interesting. Workshop | was presentad to the youth by Rever-
end Carla Stalworth enttled “Leaming to Pray Scripture.” She explained how prayer can make a differ-
ence in your life and you are never oo old or too young to pray. Workshop Il “Sharing Your Faith™ was
presented by Reversnd Chekibe Holman, He ministered and embraced hip-hop culiure by comparing
*hiblical things” such as Moses and David to Tupac and 50 cent. He says, "sometimes you can minister to
a hip-hopper who does not know the Lord by telling them that, there were people in the Bible just ke you.
"They were thugs but God called them and used them In a mighty way,”

Owarall, it was a good trip and | am glad | wenl

S\ NINDAY
SCHOOL

)

The Church Scheol Deparnmanl provides the
morthly lesson review for [he SLoJobn AMEN.
This month’s fesson reviews ware weiten by Wil
J. Sandifar.

August 3, 2003

Lesson Title: Edom's Condammnation
Background Scripture; Obadiah

Print; Obadiah 1-4, 10-11, 15, 214

Key Varse: As yvou have done, 1 will be done
to you; your deeds will refurn upon your head.
Obadiah 1: &

Obadiah, serving as a prophet from Judah re-
caived a message from the Lond regarding the
judgement to come upon Edom. The Edo-
mites were descendants of Esau who was Ja-
cob's twin brother, biood relatives of the lsrasl-
ites. Jacob stole Esau's bidhright when he
gave Esau food, Obadiah gave God's mes-
gage to the Edomites. He told them that they
believed that Edom was invincible because of
its location: it was high up in the mourdain re-
gion, Obadiah tald them that they wene amo-
gant toward God and that they were gullty of
persecution of God's children — the lsraelites.
God's Judgment would fall on them for this.
Edom had stood by and gloated when Jerusa-
lem was completely destroyed by the Babwlo-
nkans, They could have come io the aid of
their northern  brothers, but Insiead  they
halped fha enamy and were glad to see lsrasl
in trowhie.

August 10, 2003

Lesson Title: Call for Repantance
Background Scriplure: Joel 1,2

Prnt: Josl 2:1, 2, 12-14, 28 28

Key Varse: "Raturn to me with all your heart,
with fasting, and weeping and mourning.”
Rand your heart and ol your garments. Re-
furn o the Lord your God, for he is gracious
and compassionate, slow o anger and
abounding In love, and he refents from: send-
ing calamity. Joel 2:12, 13

The book of Joal begins by describing a tarri-
ble plague of locusis that cowers all the land,
ard devours the crops. Joel i descrbing a
tarrible, devastating event, but it will be noth-
ing comparad with the coming of the "Day of
the: Lord.”

GFI—L-II'Ch School Lesson Overview — August 2003

Joel called on the elders of the land, the lead-
ers, to "Pass this information to your childran
and your children's children, This is whai will
happen if yvou don't repant and furn to God,”

Many people fail io acknowledge God's hand In
their prosperily. They begin to believe that they
did it on their own, The pecple of Judah wens
beginning to act the same as the Edomites in
the previous lesson. Jood lold Judah thal when
"The Day of the Lord" comes, it will be judge-
meant. [t will be too late 1o repent. Mow was the
day of repentance. Mow was the time 1o pul
God back into their lves.

August 17, 2003

Lesson Title: Promise to the Faithful
Background Scripture; Malachi 3, 4

Print: Malachl 3:1-4, 18-18; 4:1-6

Koy Verse: "vou will zee the distinction be-
bween the rightecus and the wicked, batwesn
those who serve God and those who do not”
Malachi 318

Malachi s predicling the coming of a
“forerunner” of Christ - John the Baplist. Mala-
chi i also predicing the coming of Christ, God
says, " | will send my massanger who will pre-
pare the way for me." Malachi then speaks of
the messenger of the covenant, who is Jesus
Chrisl, the Messiah.

Judah s stlll "messing up," They have brought
blemished animals for sacrifice on the alar
God was not pleased. God promised to "curse
their blessings." The priests were o be inter-
mediaries between God and the people, but
they were the ones accapiing imparfect animals
for sacrifice. They were leading the people 1o
bedieve that God was accepling those sacr-
fices. God was displeased with the actions of
the priests,

God deserves the best that we have, God re-
fused tha offerings of Cain because of their im-
perfections, God was pleased with Abel's offer-
ings becausa Abal brought his first and best”

August 24, 2008
Lesson Title: Prophecy of an Elernal Kingdom
Background Scripture:; Daniel 2

{Ceretinraed o peege M0
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Print: Danial 2:26, 36-45

Key Verse: "In the time of those kings, the God

of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never

be destroyed, nor will it ba left to another peo-

| ple: It will erush all these Kingdoms and brirg
| them to an end, but it will itself endure foraver.™

| Danlel 2:44

Im this lesson wa get a glimpse of Dansel's pro-
phetic powers. Having a closa relationship with
God made Danied the courtier, slatesman, man
of business and prophetl that he was.

Mebuchadnezzar had troubling dreams; I'rB
couldn't sleep; he was very disturbed. He called
for his magiclans, enchanters, sorcerers, and
asirologars. MNebuchadnezzar refused to tell
them his dream, but insisted that they tell him
whal he had dreamed and then interprel its
meaning. The astrologers could not tell him
what his dream had been. The king became
highly agitated and threatened to have them all
exacuted, In fact, he ordered thal all the wise
men in Babylon be executed.

Danial weant to e king and asked Tor ime 1o
imterpret the king's dream. The king granted the
request. immediately Danlel went to his friends
and asked thal they pray with him for a revela-
tion of the king's dream. God granted thair re-
guest, That night the dream was revealed fo
Cranial.

Daniel gave praise to God for alowing him to
inferpret the king's dream, I is foe the prayers
of the righteous avail much.

August 31, 2003

Lesson Title: Pradiction of the End
Backgrouryd Scripture: Daniel 12

Print: Danizl 12-1-9

Key Varse: Mulliludes who sleap in the dust of
the earlh will awake: some o everlasting life,
othars to shame and everasting coniempt,
Daniel 12:2

Daniel's vision revealed that at the resumaction
bath tha saved and the lost will rise, but the
fate of the lost will be drastically different from
those who belong o God. Before this fime
there had been no teaching aboui the raswrrac-
tion of the saved and tha unsaved. it was the

July 2003 Page 10
Church School Lesson Overview
(Comimaed from page i belief that only the saved would be in the resur-

rachon.

Thosa who have nol hved N accordance with
God's commands will be condemnad to everlast-
ing contempt. They will forever be banished from
God's sight.

God gives all revelations fo Danial in a vision.
Mo one knows neither the day nar the hour, but
time is winding up. Although Danial did not un-
derstand the exact meaning of what was hap-

| paning in his vision, ha will understand when

God chaooses to reveal it. In the meantime, it ap-
pears thal "the power of God's holy people, was
being crushed continually.” Thioughout history,
God's people are constantly in turmicil because
of their disobedience, God allows thiz to happen.
They must accept Cheist as their parsonal Lord
and Savior and turn from their disobedient ways.

MUSTARD SEED!

What you believe about God
will determine what you
receive from God.

But he must ask in faith without any

doubting,
for the ene who doubts is like the surf
of the sea,
driven and tossed by the wind.

For that man ought not to expect
that he will receive anything from the
Lord,
being a double-minded man, unstable in
all his ways.

James 1:6-8

by JAG!
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Students Immersed in Rigorous and Stimulating
Harvard Classroom Environment

By Gale McCall

The 2003 Summer Venture in Management Program (SVMP) was held by the Har-
vard Business School (HBS), June 14-20 in Boston, Massachusetts. As a participant
in this worthwhile exposure to general management in the business world, each
SVMP participant became immersed in a rigorous and stimulating classroom envi-
ronment that mirrored the learning environment of Harvard's MBA Program.

The experience gained from SVMP was to complement our professional and carear

development through interactions with MBA students, alumni, faculty, and admini-
stration.

Harvard Business School faculty led class discussions-using the case method of in-
struction- of cumrent management issues in marketing, finance, organizational behav-
tor, and operations. We spent tireless evenings analyzing real business cases and
developing solutions to the problems presented, by placing ourselves in the role of
the case protagonist, Through this process, we were able to play the role of a key
decision-maker.

The moming study groups and class time were spent to examining and debating
ideas through interaction among peers and faculty. The academic program was en-
hanced by visits from MBA alumni who provided information about the impact of the
HBS degree on their lives. Our experience was intensified by a varety of social ac-
tivities, including a tour of the city.

Participants were highly encouraged to consider a graduate degree after completing
their undergraduate education. Information was offered by the admissions office
about the business school in general,

Al the end of the program, each participant was able to leave with a clear picture of
the impact a graduate management degree can have on our professional and per-
sonal lives.

During this unique educational experience, we gained a broader understanding of
the challenges business leaders face, the innumerable opportunities that exist in
business, and the impact we can have on the community and the world through busi-
ness leadership.

St. John A.M.E.N.,

July 2003

POTPOURRI

THE HoLy ALPHABET

Although things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain
Continue in thanksgiving
Do not begin to blame
Even when the times are hard
Aerce winds are bound to blow
God is forever able
Hold on to what you know
Imagine life without His love
Joy would cease to be
Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee
Move out of "Camp Complaining”
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
FAraise can do alone
Cuit looking at the future
Redeem the time at hand
Sart every day with worship
7o "thank" is a command
Uhtil we see Him coming
Wctorious in the sky
We'll run the race with gratitude
X alting God most high
Y es, there'll be good times and yes some will be bad, but...
Z ion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!

Love and peace be with you forever, Amen.

- Author unknown
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Important Dates to Remember -

August 2-3 Fourth Quarterly Conference
August 1112 Revival, Rev. Dr. James L. Davis, Evangelist

That if yoir confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and balieve in your hear thal God rafsed
trim fromn the dead, you will be saved, For it s with your feart that you belfeve and are Justified,
aned i€ s with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Romans 10:9-10 WiV

Hold the Date!  October 1, 2003

Pastor McCall will preach the Annual Sermon al the opening worship service of the
125th session of the Morth Alabama Annual Conference on Wednesday, October 1, 2003,
al 10:00 AM, This year's conference will be hosted by St John AME Church, Birming-
ham. The Male Chorus will render music,

Thought for the Maonth — =+
“Dia not guanch the Spirit.” - | ThessaloniEns 518
INDMJIC
St. John AME Church Man-profit
229 Church Street gﬁnpmtauﬂ
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
ville,
(256) 534-3265 il

Permit Mo, 240
(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

stjohnameh@aol com

Rt Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverand Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor 8305 Matie

Huntsvile AL 35819

Inside this lasue.....
Seize Momeni
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Women's Day 2003 Pastor McCall's
Celebrated Letter
By Bridiged J. Floyd

Is Gay Dk?

What do you tell the children? What do you tell
the youth? Scripturally, what do you kel the pea-
ple? Does God approve of homosexualty? s
homosexuality merely a matter of [ifestyle prefer-
ence? s it simply an act or undon of consenting
adults? The crisis cenfered in the recent aleva-
ticn of a confessed homosexual Episcopal min-
ister ta the office af Bishep has caused sedous
concems throughout the waorkd,

: The proclamation of God's Ward s clear and
Fevarand h‘f-EI":l:f, Pastar & Mrs. McoCall unequpm’:a| -an puUrpose ar pban q[ ED‘EI pre-

| ; = vy | seribed in Scripture for male and female created
' fé.aﬁ::af‘hﬂ:ﬂmfﬂ&ﬁgu[ﬁ; ;'{‘:ﬁ;::ﬁ ?rt' gﬁ: in His image is that for “man to leave his father

"Focusing on God in | day, July 12® at a combined 10 a.m. worship | 21 mother and be joined to his wite and they

Times of Transiion” | service. The guest speaker was the Rever. | S8l be one flesh” (Genesis 2:24) The Law,
—— - ienu Florance g!'.'ll:Elru-E': assistant minisier of Frophets, Writings, Episties and Gospel all sup-

| St. Paul AME Church in Detrait, Michigan Fﬁ&‘gﬁﬁ“ﬂﬁ?&“g‘;ggﬂgjﬁtﬁﬂﬂ"ﬂe;;';
The the for th t 'F i : ; i
| e RETTI TN EAG SYEREL W LSRN | it s an abomination {sin).”  (Leviticus 18:22)

| God in Times of Transition” M Lauretta : i
i Teague served as Chairperson. |nspiratonal 2ne of the most scriplurally graphic depictions

[ : p : of the confused spiritual mental state of the ho-
i ?ﬁ;‘: :f:ﬁ;mﬁﬂrwﬁw;"mém?aé masexual is Romans 1:18-32. Rather than gloni-

| accompaniment by Mrs Antoinette Wilson, | Y9, worshipping and serving the Creator, they

| : : worship.and serve the crealure. God has given
Their daughter, M=, Danita Wilson, served as

i gu:srt scugll;listi'rﬂ'l the gnmup_ The Rarvice ok them over to a debased mind, !:E'..' sham&_ﬁ.:lly

| lowed the traditicnal AM.E. order of worship refusing to honor the Creator with their minds

| after minlstry in dance by the Adult Praise | 2N bodies. They receive in themseives the

| anosre: penalty of their error.}

| Mirs. Voncile Gibson led the call to worship A amuied an page 3
| and Ms. Agnes Bailey offered the prayer of
| confession.  Scriptural readings were pro-
| vided by Ms. Tracy Splegner (Odd Testa- Inside This lssue
| ment), Mrs. Regina Pippen (Epistie], and Ms

| Geneva Fontenot (Gospes, Ms, Vivian Hum. | Deacaness Camer Page 2
| phrey led the songregation in the Decalogue, | vacation Bible School Page 2
| Mrs. Lorraine Parham gave the welcome and i

| occasion, and Mrs, Pamela \Whitehead led | Usher's Comer Page 3

| conducted by Judge Lynn Sherred and Ms.
| Laura Sherrod  Mrs Gwendolyn Baldwin | /M8bama Tax Relorm Debate Page 6

(Camstimeed on puge ) | Church School Lesson Review  Page 7




extraordinary ministry, OQur
duties and organization are described and
outlined in the AM.E. Discipline, We pray and
stive daily o be worhy of the cal to
sarvice.

As dascribed in the Discipling, we ane..
-Dutiful and diligent in our sarvice

- Elderty; but still young at heart

D

E

A - Always compassionate o the needy

and down-trodden

C - Consecratad by the Bishop of the

Chstrict

o - Ordinary widows of unmarried

warmen af good repute

N - Neatly attred in a uniform of plain

gray material

E - Encouraged fo foster and improve
the general interests of the church

-3 - Boliciting and seeking the friend
ship of the congregation and public

] - Selected by the Pastor and the

Official Board

But above all, we are serving for God's Glory
. CBut the end of all things is at hand; there-
fore b sefous and watchful In your pravers
And ahove all things have fervent love for one
another, for love will cover a multitude of
sins. Ba hospitable to one another without
| grumbling. As each one has recalved a gift,
minister it to one ancther, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God." (| Peter 4.7-10)

MOMENTS

Happy moments, praise God.
Difficult moments, seek God.
Quiet moments, worship God.
Painful moments, frust God.
Every moment, thank God!

Vacation Bible School was held at Saint John
during the week of July 14 through 18. The

| theme for this year's study was Explore the

Power...Jesus. “All Power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.” Matthew 28:18

The VBS expanence feafured classes. crafts
and recreaticnal activities for all ages. 51 John's
members and guests were able to experence
the power of praise, the power of study and the
power of prayer while enjoying the fellowshap of
Cherisfians.

The Adult class blasted off with an in-depth
study of the book Experiencing God by Henry
Blackerby and Claude King. The adult stedy
group was led by Mrs. Lilliz Rivers who was sup-
ported by Dr. Thalia Love-Brown and Mr. Ber-
nard Powers, The studenis in this class wera
challenged to experence the fullness of a life

| based in knowing and on doing the will of God.

The children and teen lessons focused on the
power of Jesus though the study of His miracles
and parables. The youth lifted off from the
launch pad each night with a lesson that was
reinforced with a craft project selecled especially

| far that clags by Sister Meriam Garrett with he

assistance of Mrs. Cheryl Anderson

The youth and een classes were taught by Ms.
Patrice Mcintosh, Ms. Gale McCall, Ms. Kim-
berty Fitzgerald (Preschool), Mrs Erica Harbin
and Ms. Brenda Lott, (Primary); Mrs. Pat Mcin-
tosh and Mrs. Lauretta Teague (Juniors)
Brother Raymond Momel and Mrs. Shanika No-
miel (Teen I); Me. Enn Lott and Ms, Patrice Ruf-
fin (Teen 11}

The registration committee, which consisted of
Agnes Bailey, Tami McGhee and Yvette Coo-
per, greeted participants daily upon arrival. Nu-
triious refreshments were provided each night
thanks to the ganerous confribution of the
Church boards and the coordination of Mrs. Be-
nita Jackson and Mrs. Agnes Bailey.

The fun and fellowship of VBS culminated on
Friday night, with hamburgers and hol dogs
grilled by Mr. Theodore Tyson.

Sincers thanks is extended to Ms, Jackie Griar
el as pape 5

Yas, Culture without Christ is spiritual delusion
and mental confusion, Mo matier what your
plight is today, no matter where you are spifi-
tually or mentally, by His grace and mercy, by
faithfully saying, “Yes Lord’ fo the Savior, Je-
sus Chrisl, by truly yielding to Him in prayer,
"Not my will but thine be done,” the victory
over sin and Satan is yours.

For more mformation about the One who
carma o seek and o save the lost and the
fransformalion into the image of Chost, kg
into and prayerfully, read daily the BIBLE.
(Luke 19:10; Romans 12:1-2) Let's pray in the
apirit knowing that as the days of Noah wera,
s0 will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Therefore, let us be ready for the Lord is com-
ing at an hour we do not expect (Matthew
24:36-44)

"I press on foward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me
fraavenward i Chnsf Jesus, AN of us who arg

| mature should take such & view of things. And

i o some poind you think diferently, that too
God will make clear fo you. Oy et us five up
o what we have aleady attained.”

Phifipgtate 3o 14-17F NIV

Usher's Corner
By Agnes Baslay

“Sevve the Cord with gladness.” Eraln 100: 20

This maonth we salute Shanti Owens and
Phoabe Bowser. They have served faithfully on
the youth usher board for the past four years
Our prayer is that God will bless each of you
as you head off 1o college. Remember 10 al-
ways: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not to your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct
your paths.* (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Tip of the Month: Ushars should be on duty
at l=ast fitteen minutas bafore service o be
gure everything Is in readiness and o greet
early armvals.

ey August 2003 Page 2 St John AMEN. August 2003 Page 3
Deaconess Corner = VBS Explores the Power Pastor's Message LE;&; Eﬁg’l‘;ﬂ]};ﬂﬂ
By Lomaine Farham
Deaconesses, ordinary women called to an {rnpiensrd S page 1

The 28" Biennial Session of the Lay Organiza-
tion met in New Orleans, Louisiana July 6-11,
2003. The theme for the convention was “Laify
Sowing Seeds Beyond the Walls: An Agenda

| of Ministry and Service.” The goal of this con-

vention was designad to guide Laty in bacom-
ing better informed about the AM.E. Church.
Also, the workshops wera gl up o halp moti-
vate members fo become involved in the differ-
ent ministries of the church

There were numercus workshops at the con-
vention and | was assigned to the follawing
(1) Comfort Ministry- Providing comfort to the
beraaved and understanding the need to edu-
cate the bereaved on biblical perspective on
loss, (2) AM.E V-Alert — This workshop's key
purposa was to inspire, encourage and create
& sanse of urgency for a strong voler tamout in
the states, cities, towns, communities and
neighborhoods where the churches are planted
for minisfry and (3] Laity Sowing Seeds - The
scripture reference for this workshop was | Pe-
ter 4: 7-11. It containg praciical dufies of the
Christian love, which glorifies God.

In addition to the workshops, there were spint-
filed praise semvices. Bishop Henning, Presid-
ing Prelate of the 8™ District, delivered the con-
secration service message fitled " Breaking the
Silence.” His text came from Luke 18:32-40,
Attormey Vemon L. Jordan was one of the key-
nole speakers and he encouraged us to follow
the advice of his mother, “Don’t gat too big for
your britches.” Rev. Jamal Bryant deliverad
the sermon an the Youth Explosion night. The
file of his serman was * FPleasa Don'l Put Me
Out” His text came from St John 9:20-23.
Rev. Dr. Floyd Flake delivered an enthusisstic
message entitled “Mew Birth and Living Hope.”
His message text came from | Patar 1-5.

Thank you Reverend McCall and 3L John
Church for giving me the opportunity to attend
this great convention. The information will cer-
tainly aide me as | continue to work with the
Laity on all levels of the A.M.E. Church

‘Leaders don't aftain greainess by
giving orders, but by serving others.”




St. John AM.E.N. August 2003 : Page 4

WG"’IEI"I’E_DE}F 2003 Celebrated

(L from page [
read announcements and recognized visitors, who included the Homorable Loretta Spancer, mayos
aof the city, Mrs, Katherine Campbell gave the prayer of thanksgiving after the presantation of the
fithas and offarings

Remarks were made prior 1o the sarmon in order fo allow the spint of the message (o continue to
impact the congregation as they dispersed. Dr. Jeannatte Jones, co-chair of the Women's Day
Committee, commertted on the program and the willing participants. Ms. Karen Stanley spoke on
the Tax Reform Referendum of September 8", She expressed appreciation for the opportunity to
speak to this congregation during this special worship service.  She focused on the religicus prinei-
ples that support the Governor's tax plan. Pamphlets were available in the vestibule for members
and guests to read aboul these principles in depth. Following this, Ms. Tami McGhee made a
presentation to Reverend McElroy, asking all sorors of Delta Sigma Theta fo stand at that tme

After an introduction by Mrs. Vickki Cox, Reverend McElroy provided an inspirational and chalieng-
ing message, enfitled "Finally”. She based her sermon on Ephesians 610, She began by men-
tioning a “dream’ of a ‘true church” which embodied people and behavior that would make God
proud, That is, one which ministers to the community, does not allow evil to thrivelsurvive, places
no restrictions on memberghip, but does restrict gossip. Essentially she dreamed of a church that
is built on the foundation of God and leans on Jesus, according to Reverend McEiroy. Other char-
acteristics of a “true church® that were cited by Reverand McElroy included honoring the leadearship
or pastor of the church, building lives that make a difference and grateful Iives that spread the good
news and connects familas,

Reverend McElroy then transitioned to a key word in the scripture as well as the title of the sermon;

that is, finally. She highlighted well-known terms and phrases in popular cubture such as, the final
| answer, final exam, final four”, She indicaled that "finally” brings forth change and gives peace and
“finally" comes with consequences, She suggested that there were four (4) steps to getiing to
*“finaly”

Accarding 1o Reverand McElroy the first step is to finally accept your situation. Instead of seeking
perfection, which is the typical in today's world (beauty parior, barbershop, fitness center), people
should take an inventory of who they truly are. They should accept their faults and failures, realiz-
ing that Jesus can only work with the real you, according to Reverand McElroy.

Secondly, Reverend McEiroy suggested that a person must acknowledge hisfher past, realizing
that there are consequences for one's actions, She urged that one should “tall the truth and lat it
go.” For example, admit marmying or becoming sexually active oo soon, or that parents were right.
Also important is accepting responsibility for mistakes, to not hold on to anger which is likely to
contribute to depression and iness. She urged lefting go of "baggage”

Reiated o ths is the third step, which is to “let it go”, Reverend McElroy urged those bstening to
“stop waiting to exhale’, rather, “let Jesus be Jesus". She suggested instead, wait for Jesus o
{ fight the battles, *finally”, trust and cbey Him.

The fourth siep is to “Firally, let God be God n our fves™. Reverend McElroy cited bibbcal axam-

plas of how one should trust and obey God. She warned o never look back, as did Loft's wife
| She reminded of God's keeping promises as He did with Sarah.  She concluded that it is neces-
| sary io “realize that God is finally in control”

{ Reverend McElroy asked all females, and others who wished to make a pledge o “finally” take
| sleps toward the “true church.”

| Reverend McCall extended the invitation to Chrgtian dizcipleship. The congregation responded
| enthusiastically io the speaker and the message for this special day.

St. John AAM.E.N. August 2003 Page 5

; Vacation Bible School

ol fromm g J7

for schaduling the activities, Mr. Theodore Tyson and Mrs, McKinney for the certificates, Mr. Wil
fi@m Bell and Mr, Jason Brown for assisting with tha class recreation and to the entire VBS com-
mittea for @nsuring that everyone kad Fum, Fun, Funll|

Pictures were taken by Jason Brown,
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The Debate over the Alabama Tax Reform Plan
By Pairice 5. Ruffin

From everyone who has been given much, much wil be demanded, and from the one who has
bean anfrusted with much, much mora will be ssked - Luka 12:48

Owver the past several months, citizens all across the state of Alabama have been debating about
Governor Bob Riey's proposed Tax Reform Plan, which will be voted on this September 8, 2003,
This referendum will affect all Alabama residents, from children to senior ciizens, from Medicaid
recipiants to state roopers. from school systems to prison systems,

As with any vote, #t is our responsibility o educate ourselves on the pros and cons of the proposed
plan. The key quesbons for members of the Chrisfian communily are “What is my role as a Chis-
tam in thig debate?” and "What action should | take as a Christian?”

The following items are some basic issues plaguing the state of Alabama and how the Riley Ad-
minisiration's Tax Reform Plan proposes to address them:

o Underfunded educational system. The plan proposes funds set aside for primary, secaon-
dary, and post-secondary public schools and institutions, which weuld improve schools, encour-
age more college attendance, and positively impact the state socially as wall as econcmically.

- The level of taxalion. The plan seeks to reduce taxes and to ensure fair taxation. The
Campaign for Alabama, notes on its wabsite that 67% of Alabamians will pay the same of lower
taxes if the plan is accepted. They also note that property taxes will rise slightly for most property
awnare, but the benefit here is the improved educational system for the state (hitpoffwaes.
campaignforatabama. comy).

& Accouniabilify of legisiators handling funds. Through the plan, any movement of funds
without the knowledge of the citizens of the state would ba illegal and punishable by law.

Caroline Novak, chairman of the Alabama Partnership for Progress, a "grassrools” association

made up of various business, education, religious and civic groups as well as individuals, states

that the Riley Administration’s plan “allows us o achieve excellence in education. government ac-

countability and tax faimess all at once.” (A Better Alabama website, sponsored by the Alabama
Partnership for Progress hittp./fwww. abetteralabama,org)

Susan Pace Hamill, professor of law at the University of Alabama School of Law, in an edilonial

titled The Least of These: Tax Reform and the Commands of Faith based on her articke "An Argu-
| ment for Tax Relorm Based on Judeo-Christian Ethics’, seems to agree strongly with Caroline
Movak She discusses several reasons why we as Christians need 1o participate actively in the ref-
| erendum vote on September 8" According to Hamill, there are several Biblical scriptures, specifi-
| cally in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, which clearly state the expectations of God
| when it comes fo the treatment of the poor and powerless, She then goes on to identify the ways
| in which Alabama is not living up o these expectations

Hamill chearly states that the role of Christians acroes Alabama Is Io assiel in the impravement of
| the system the best way we can. She closes the editorial by challenging Alabamians to “rise up
| and insist on a fair and just tax structure for all of us, but espacially for the poorest Alabamians

and their children, who lack the power, knowledge and resources to effectively speak up for

themselves”. On Septermber 9, this i the charge that Christians should be keeping in mind!

See you at the polls’

Volters are wrged o sducals themselves reganding the pros and cong of iz and any Issue pror io casting a
vale. This arficle is a summary of one position fargumet & support of the gl
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The Church School Deparment prowvides fhe
monthly lesson rewew for the 51 John AMEN

This mondh's lesson reviews wame winiton by Wilke
S, Saricdlfer.

Septembear T, 2003

Lesson Title: Endurance in God's Strength
Background Scripture: James 1;1-18

Frint: James 1:1-8, 12-18

Key Verse: My brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trals of any kind, consider it nothing
but joy. bacause you know thal the testing of
your faith produces endurance. James 1:2, 3

The focus of this lesson is on fathfulness thal
i& necessary for joyous living, which only
comes from God James, the wriler, was
probably the brother of Jesus and wrote as a
"sarvant’ of God and the Christ

James did not indicale that Chrstanity would
be easy. It was not easy for him. Being the
brother of Jesus, James was prabably a spe-
cial person. And yel he desired no special

nition or privilege, because being a
"Servant' of God would give him all he needed
for endurance through life.

The heavier the burdens placed upon us, the
more intensified our training in faith becomes,
the more we become encouraged because we
have the assurance thal viclory fies ahead.
Thase burdens are only slepping-siones to the

upward way,

Septembar 14, 2003

Lesson Title: Faith and Action

Background Scripture: James 1.15 - 2:26; 5.7-

20

Print: James 1:22-27; 2:8-8, 14-17; 5:13-16

Key Verse: Be doers of the word, and not
hearers who decalve themsebies

James 1:22

The lesson in these passages seams o be
attacks upon the teachings of Paul and his fol-
lowers by James. Pauls teachings were based
an the fact that salvalion comes by faith alone,
while James stressed that faith must be ac-
companied with work. Faith without waork = not

| good. And work without faith s useless.

James indicates that if we possess ane with

I the other, we dacaive ourselves.

iy | Church School Lesson Overview — September 2003

James was intensely practical. He challenged
readers to be doers of God's word and not
hearers only, Being doers of the word means 1o
live after the pattern of Jdesus Christ. This pat-
tern is deeply rooted in God's kove and should
bear good frult among those who He fouches
each day. The "doer" is one who looks carefully
at the liberating law of Christ to fulfill God's re-
guirements and his own needs and opporiuni-
ties

James describes bwo kinds of religions, and
control of one's longue was the first test of real
redigion. If one cannal control his tongus, then
his religion was considered "vain", The religious
person takes greal care to make sure every-
thing conceming worship is in proper order.

James teaches that fulfiling the law means lov-
ing our neighbor, and showing partiality is sin-

| ful. Wizse living is o love God supremely, and to

leve our neighbor as ourselves,

September 21, 2003

Lesson Title: A New Beginning

Background Scripture; James 3

Print: James 3

Key Verse: Who s wise and understanding
among you? Show by your good life that your
works are done with gentleness bom of wis-
dom. James 3:13

Thizs lesson challenges us o cullivete the
mireds of laymen and apostes and to help them
in developing an adeguate sensa of their ra-
sponsibilities to the ministry of teaching,

Those who teach have greater accountability
than those who do nol The office of teacher in
the early church was held in high asteam, yat
some who held the office then were not quali-
fied, For James, a very imporiant qualification
was one's ability to control the tongue. Natu-
rally, this applies fo us today, The fongue is
considered the worldliest of all parts of the
body, and therefore can defile the whaole body.
A responsible teacher who can control hisfher
spaech can conirol the whale body, bacausa
the tongue wiglds enormous influence on the
direction and character of his life.

We somaetimes say things we wish we could

{Comtmmed on poge &)
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fake back, but God's people are called o use |
| good speech. True wisdom leads to a godly life |
| and the believer is to avoid envy and seffish |
ambition,

| September 28, 2003
Lesson Title: Faith and Aittudes
Background Scripture; James 4.1 - 516
Print: James 4:1-10, 13-17
Key Verse: Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and he will exalt you, James 410

James goes deep info the undertying causes af |
| *war and fighting™ in this lesson and quickiy di- |
| rects attention from pesce to the hostility that
. developed among his readers. The war like the
| one in the Middle East is not the kind of war
! James addresses in this besson. Itis the kind of |
| war that often springs forth among congrega- i
| tions in our churches.

Build Blitz Scheduled for
September

The Habitat for Humanity Blitz Project is just
around the comer and voluntears are needed
Pre-Assambly and Site Preparation will bagin
August 21, 2003 and the Official Kick-Off Cere-
mony will be held Saturday, September 20,
2003 at 8217 Melrose Drive, Huntswville, AL

Please contact Eddie Whitehead, Sr. 1o sign-up
and receive further details.

yabitat for Humanig,,

|Th|r. leszon leaches us that the conflict 1n [

| church, family, and the work place is inappro-

| priate for true Christians. But God extends His !

! grace 1o thase wha come to Him in true humil- |

; |
| James focuses on the conditions that would |

lamat if all men sought divine wisdom with |
siuations such a3 those we are experiencing
today, whan men and nations give way to evil,

| ust and greed, and also to wars that devesop

| within us as individuals.

Join Us .

St. John will l=ad in the celebration of the Moth-
ers, Deacons and Deaconesses Candlalight
March at Owens Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church, 2520 Eiton Road, NW (B51-0702) on
Sunday, August 17, al 630 PM, Reverend Dr.
Wendell Thompson is pastor,  Pastor McCall
will preach, the Male Chorus will sing and the
Senior Ushers will sarve. The enlire St John

| Family is asked to attend the celebration.

Ninth District
Ecumenical Relations
Award

Pastor McCall was awardad the Ninth District |

St John will lead in the celebration of the Pas-
tor's Day, for Reverend Vicki Sanders at Mal-
thew Chapal n Fackler, AL on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21, Pastor McCall wil preach, the
Sanctuary Choir will sing and the Senior Ush-
ars will serve, The entire 51 John Family |5
asked to attend the celebration

Ecumenical Relations Award by the 87 Dis-
trict WS at the Christian Education Congress
Awards Luncheon al the Adams Mark Hofel on
July 30, 2003.

Congratulations Pastor McCalll

Flowers on the Altar

Piaase contact Mrs. FPeariean Myhand at 852-
B265 if you desire lo donate flowers for the
Church Altar during the year from September
2003 through August 2004,

-;S.t. John AE‘I_E.N.
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Sun hdon Tue Wed Thau l Fri I Sal
1 2 3 4 5 6
Labor Day o 'i.f.f"..fn';"l" '
T 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:00 a.m. Warship
Bd5am 10:30 a.m. Newslattar
Church Sehool Hoon Prayer | Staf Meeling
1050 &m. Warship | 30 p.m | i R,
ax - " s i
.l.llfmul Hm mwcﬁ:u | I Charug gﬂﬂ:E m Hmﬁaaam
ad iy ! | |
14 156 16 2 38 | 19 20
. |
B:00 a.m, Warship [ Moon Prayer
Chureh Schaod i 500 600
1050 a.m Wership mﬂw gﬂrﬁ;u:‘rr Chok  Male Chorus
| |
i B ]« 11T W T | - |
21 22 23 gg- 4+ 25 | 28..|. 27
B:00 &.m. Warship [
g':h&q:;m- Church g-_ri.;:_msa | Woon Pravar
; P Feion |
[13:50 a.m. Worship Bible Class gﬁ:u?w = :'EHM
! I_ ——
28 29 30
Man's Day

200 am, Church
Sxhool
10000 a.m. Worship
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| Important Dates to Remember ——

August 1T Dwens Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 530 PM, Pastor
MeCall will preach

September 8 Tax Reform Referendum
September 20- October 4 Habitat Build Bltz, 6217 Melrose Drive

September 21 Matthew Chapel, Fackler, AL, Reverend Vicki Sanders, Pastor

Hold the Date!  October 1, 2003

Pastor McCall will preach the Annual Sermon af the opaning worship service of the
125th session of the Morth Alabama Annual Conference on Wednesday, October 1, 2003,
at 10:00 AM. This year's conference will be hosted by 5t. John AME Church, Birming-
ham. The Male Chorus will render music,

—
—

Thought for the Maonth -

“For the Son of Man has come 1o seek and save thal which s lost” - Luka 1910

INDNJC R b\ i
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“Treaes anhd Bushes”

Revival Services

are Inspirational
By Bridget J, Floyd

| Reverend Or, James L. Dawvis, Sr. Pastor of
| Big Bethel A M. E. Church returmed as the
evangelist for St John's revival. The two-
| night revival was held Asgust 11th and 12th
| and was preceded by a pre-revival worship
service on Sunday, August 10"

The pre-revival senvice featured sermaonettes
on The Beatitudes from the SL John ministe-
rial staff. Licentiates preached on ona verse,
whilz each of the ordained minisiers provided
sermonettes on wo verses.  Songs, sorip-
ture, and prayer accentuated the program.
The sermaonettes were as follows, Matthew 5.
| 3, Sister Ellen Washington; Matthew 5; 4,
Brother Raymond Momel Matthew 5 5, Sis-
ter Meriam Garrett; Matthew 5 8-T, Rewar-
and Johnathan Richardson, Matthew 5 8.0,
Reverend Claudewell Campbell, and Mat-
thew & 10-11, Reverend Kennath Johnson.
| Monday night revival featured the Male Cho-
| rus, directed by Mr. Rufus Gamore Ill, Direc-
| tor of Music. and the Tuesday night service
featured the Gospel Choir, directed by Mr.
| Cleveland Wilsen and accompanied by Mrs,
Antodnatte Wilson, panist.  Neghtly devotion
was led by members of the ministeral staff
{Sisters Meriam Garrett and Ellen Washing-
ton and Reverend Johnathan Richardson)
and Mrs. Lillie Rivers.

{ Br. Daviz began with a sermon entitfed
“Trees and Bushes® taken from Judges ©: 6-
15, He highlighted the negative impact of
inadeqguacy and inferiority and the associated
efforts to camouflage these feelings via
beauty lreatments and cosmetic enhance-
menks. While it is normal fo have doubts at
times, it is important i not let them stand in
the way of successful experiences due fo un-
willingness to step out on faith. He indicated
that a Mile doubl is good because no one can
do everything, however, it is imporiant to re-

it on e )

Pastor McCall's
Letter

- Reflections on 911 -

"I have s2en something else under the sun: The
race i not 1o the swift or the battle to the strong,
nor does food come to the wise or wealth o the
brilkant or faver to the lsarned, but time and
chance happen to them all.” (Ecclesiastes 8:11)

A vear ago, September 5 2002, was a clear
sunny day much like the climate on September
11, 2001, | was driving o Monigomerny safaly,
gwiftly and securely for the celebration of the
opening worship service of the Alabama Annwal
Conference.  Suddenly, within a moment, there
was a fraffic jam in north Birmingham. | turned
on the radic and discovered that it was due to a
major accident in the downtown area. | exifed at
Fultondale without knowing the miles of pileup
would be clearing up befora | made my way
around it. Inwardly, | began claiming even in the
delay, there must be a message from the Losd
right mow, | found & sparitual meaning in the
road sign on Hwy 31, that said. SPEED ZONE

AHEAD, Immediately three types of rones
emerged in my mind:

Speed Zone

Comfort Zone

Safety Zone

There must be a text thatl should fit those ideas
And | asked the Lord for it. As soon as | sat for
warship af 36 Paul AM.E. Church, Montgomery,

Camienied on page 5
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ONENESS

As the soot and dirt and ash rained down,
Wile became ome color,

As we cammed each other down the stairs of
the burning building, We became one class.

Ag we it candies of wating and hopa, We
became one genaration.

As the firefighters and police officers fought
their way into the inferna, We became one

gender

As we fell o our knees in prayer for
sirength, We became one faith.

As we whispered or shouted wonds of en-
couragement, We spoke one language.

As we gave our blood in lines a mile long,
We became one bedy,

As we moumed together the graat loss,
We became one family,

As we cred tears of gnaf and loss, We De-
camse one soul,

As we retell with pride of the sacrifice of he-
feas,  We became one people.

We are One colar, One class, Oné genara-
tion, One gender, One faith, One language,
One body, One famiy, One soul, One peo-
ple.

Wea ara The Powers of One.

We are United.
We are America

—authar unknown

| Sap. 24 (Wed)

Building Blitz Scheduled
for September

Voluntears are needed for the Habitat for Hu-
manity Bltz Project Pre-Assembly and Site
Preparation began in August and the Official
Kick-Off Ceramony will be held Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, 2003 at 6217 Melrose Dnve,
Huntswille, AL

Plagse contact Eddie Whitehead, Sr, 1o sign-up
and receive further details.

Sap. 20 (Sal)  Kick-off ceremaony, erect walls
grect trusses

Frame porch, deck roof, instsll
hurficane  brackets, install
sheathing, install windows,
extenar doors & affic access
Rough-in  edectrical,  install
biocking and bracing, attic
floor, Insulation baffles, finish
roof-install barge raftersfacia,
drip edge

Finish electrical rough-in, in-
stall wall insulation, install vinyl
siding

Catch up day (Sheetrock
instabled by sub)

Continue vinyl siding, con-
struct porches, insulate floor
Wimd siding, porches, clean up
Paint, bao coats, clean floors,
landscape

Sep. 21 (Sun)

Sep. 22 (Mon)
Sep. 23 (Tue)

Sep, 25 (Thu)

Sep. 26 (Fn)
Sep. 27 (Satl)

Sep. 28 (Sun) Open

Sep 29 (Mon}  Install underlaymant, [and-
Brapd

Install fiooring, landscape
Install cabinets, elecincal fix-
tures, plumbing fodures,

intarar  doors,  windowdoor
trim, caulk, wash windows

Sep. 30 (Tue)
et 1 (Wed)

Ot 2 (Tha)  Install baseboards, door hard
ware, caulk, doarfwindow trim,
closat shelves

oct 34Fr) Chean and wax floors, iouch up
paint

Ot 4 (Sat) Clean porches and driveway,

hang blinds, final louch-up,
finish landscaping. Dedication
Ceremony

wabitat for Humanig,
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Pastor's Message

{Continued from page 1)

Alabama the thoughts of studying the scrip- |
tural 8:11s throughout the Bible came across |
my mind, The cne | focused on immediately |
was Ecclesiastes 2:11. | thank God for his |
guidance in selecting this verse to explicate, |
illustrate and celebrate our speed, comfort and |
safety zones but also any other zones we may
go through in life. |0 this versa, with verse 12,
the preacher gives further proof of the vanity
of the world and he shows os that all our
woiks are in the hand of God, and not in our
own hand. He shows us glso the uncerdainty

and confingency of future events and how of- |

ten they contradict the outcome we have of

them. He also reminds us that when we have |
done all, we must leave the issua with God. |

(Matthew Henry Commeaniarny)

The Hebrew word for time in verse eleven,
eth, is squivalent to the Greaek word for time,
kairgs, For all of our seasons, hopes, disap-
pointmenis, goals, and accomplishmenis are
in God's hand and not mere chance as some
would reason. Az we remember 311, let us
find hope in knowing that no matter what zone
Wi ane in now = spead, comfort, war, hospital,
school or business zone, when we succeed
we must ghve God the praise. For the race is
nof to the swift, nor the baltle to the strong, but

to the one who perseverss in praising the
Lord

Usher's Corner
By Martha Smih

POP
(Power of Praise)

Fall Festival
on the Grounds of Searcy Homes

Sunday, October 19, 2003

4:00 M

Music
(Drama

Refreshments will be served after
the Praise Service.

Sponsored by:
5t. Jofn African Methodist ‘I:'piimpﬂf{,‘ﬁuﬁ:&
Church Street Cumberfand Presbyterian Church

i _America

Let everything that fas breath prase the
Lord, Praise the Lord
Fealm 150:6

"I would rather be a door keeper in the house
of my God than dwell in the tents of wicked-
ness.” Psalm 8410

The reward of grace s bestowed upon the
church usher who performs. hisfher work faith-
fully and i the right spirl They will have the
eatisfaction of knowing they have rendered
sedvice unto the Lord Jesus.

Join Us ...

5L John will lead in the celebration of the Pas-
tor's Day, for Reverend Vickl Sanders st Mat-
thenw Chapel in Fackler, AL on Sunday, Sep-
termnber 21 at 400 pm. Pastor McCall will
preach, the Sanctuary Choir will sing and the
Senlor Ushers will serve. The enbire St John
Family is acked to altend the celebration.
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Men’s Day

St John will celebrate Man’s Day on Sun-
day, September 28, 2003, at a combined 10
a8 m, worship service, The Reverand
Terence R. Gray will ba the guest speaker
The theme is "Christian Men Standing On
The Promises Of God.”

Reverend Gray has served as pastor of SL.
Paul & M. E. Church in Macon, Georgia, for
the past fourteen years. He is a graduate of
Moms Brown College in Atlanta, Gaorgia.
He aarned a Master s of Dhwinity in Homilet-
ics from the Intermnational Theological Semi-
nary in 1953,

Reverand Gray was licensed to preach at
the age of 12 and admitted to the African
Methodist Episcopal Church at the aga of
16.

Mustard Seed|

Treat your friends as you do your plc-
fure,
and place them in their best light.

Be devoted to ane anather i brotherly
love.
Honor one another above yourselves,
Romans 12:10
JAS

Church School

Anniversary &
Promotion Day

Twilight Church School Service
October 12, 2003
4.00 P.M.

Willie J Sandifer, Supanntendant

- A&M Athletic Department

Begins Season
in Worship at St. John

For the second consecutive year, members of
the Alabama ASM University Athletic Depart-
ment were special guests of 5t John at the
10:50 AM worship service on Sunday, August
24, 2003, The delegation included athlatic di-
recior, Mr. James Martin, along with the
coaches and players of the football, basket-
ball, soccer, and volleyball teams, The Male
Chonas rendered music for the service, Pasior
McCall's sermon was enfitted “it's All About
Worship® with text from Exodus 3: 11 and 12;
Exodus 20: 3. He indicated that worship is
not “going by worship® or attending a sanice
to meet paople or hear good music, Waorship
i responding 1o God's grace, according to Dr
McCall

He emphasized that God i5 “never hrough
with you," giving the example of Moses being
"called out of refirement” to lead the people
from Egypt. Although Moses doubted his abil-
ity to speak, he responded o God's call. Tha
athletes wers encouraged to embrace the atfi-
fude of *| may nol be the best, but | will ghve it
the best of my energy.”

Following the service, guesis and members
were gensed a dinner of chicken (baked and
friad), dressing, gravy, green beans, com, po-
fato salad macaroni and chesse, rolls, ioed
tea, cake and peach cobbdar.

We pray God's blassing on the athletic depan-
ment and all depariments of Alabama A&M
University as they begin 2 new academic year

Mustard Seed

STACK EVERY PIECE OF CRITICISM BE-
TWEEN TWO LAYERS OF PRAISE.

*Correct, rebuke and encourage with great
patience and careful instruction.”
2 Timothy 4:2 NIV
TAG
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The Man from Gadara”

Revival Services are Inspirational
A nrhaed from page [

| member that there is no failure in God He emphasized keaning on the Lord and remambering that
| *wath God we can do evenything”. Dr. Davis encouraged using God's gift that He has given every-
| one, whether it is the talent of cooking, cleaning, or singing. and to use God's gift “with an attitude”
| He emphasized that "God never leaves us without a gift™. One must have that faith. He pointed
| Gt that "if you think so little of yourself, you think too much of somebody else”. He went further to
| gay it ig important o see God above them,

1

! Retuming to the text, Dr. Davis described this pericd as a fime when there was no prophefic voice,
[ unlike the times of Moses and Samuel Therefore, every man did as ha thought best.  Dr. Davis
| compared it to the television evangelists of prasent day, In biblical times, the king had died and
| Abimelech was made king ower the paople. Jotham spoke out because this was not a God-fearing
| person. Dr, Davis indicated that it is essential that someone stand up for what is right in tha name
| of the Lord. The method used by Jotham was to “tell them off in a holy way”; that is, he told them
i the stary in the text about the trees choosing inappropriate plants fo “reign over them". His goal
| was to help them see that the leader selected had inappropriataly accepted the position of leading/
i guiding the people. In Jotham's story, neither the olive nor the fig tree accepted the role of ruling
| over the trees. While they were not as lofty, they each highlighted thew respective gifts (fainass
{ and sweetness, respectively) and the important roles that they would not relinguish in order o nule
ouer tha trees. However, tha bramble bush which was “good for nothing”, was most willing to take
on this inappropriate roée.  Dr. Davis emphasized that the bush grew low to the ground and could
| Mot compare to a tres,

in day-to-day living, he drew comparisons to individuals who are not embracing lofly goals, but
wish to “refgn over your house”. He cautioned that “when you hang with a bush you become a
bush’, and further, to “stay away from the bushes”. In the text, the bush required bowing down to
ifs low shadow. Dr. Davis spoke of persons in the workplace who are promoted over individuals
wiho have supanor skills/abiibes, but there may be a reason those in authorty wish an ungualified
person to hald such a role (e.g., one can look good by comparison and thusly not feel threatenad)
He cautioned that the bush can disease the tree and emphasized positive sell worth, rememibering
the gifis'talents given by God.

Hiz paints were enthusiastically received by the congregation. He chose o lead the congregation
in singing "Have Thina Own Way, Lord”, as a hymn of invitation. Dismissal occurred with benedic-
fion reserved for the final night of revival

On Tuesday night, Or, Daws serman was entifled "The Man from Gadara” and was taken from
Luke 8: 26-37. This familiar text aboul @ man possessed by demons, Inspired a unique emphasis
on saving the young African Amercan males in the context of the plight of urban/inner city dwellers
and the special interests of suburban dwellars,

He began by noting the statistically troubling phight of the African Amencan male with large num-
bers in prizon, labeled as underachievers and non-supporters of their families. He hwpothesized
that this is bkely attributable to insufficient attention given to “our boys®, and consaguently calls far
more nuriurance from the community. Dr. Davis cited the imporiance of a father senving as a
madel of "how to be a black male”, that is, serving as an authority figura whils honoring “his
gueen”, the boy's mother, Additionally, other males in his lifefcommunity can serve as models,
ranging from uncles o someone else’s father, Dr. Davis urged women to “pray him up™. The key
point being, “Men are a part of God's plan”.

in the text Jesus had been on a preaching exhibition and had disembarked frorm a ship on the
coasi of Gadara, Dr. Davis pointed out how Jesus was iypically drawn to where problems existed;
that is, "Jesus would leave the beaten path to gel o the one person who needed Him". In this
siory, Jesus approached a man who was most unusual i that he was unclothed and resided in the

i oam pape 12
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Grandparents’ Day

By Charisie Brooks

| HAPPY GRANDPARENTS' DAY!

Remember when you were learning your ABC's—the thrill you fell when you realized thal every
new thing that crossed your path began with ane of those wonderful letters. Alphabetizing is one

| of those great little technigues that helps us simplify our complex world and focus on what's im-
portant to us—Ilike grandparents. A mother of three from Oregon created her delightful alphabet
of thankfulness,

We encourage parents and grandparents to make their own Sampler of Thankfulness. A few of
her letters are:  E= Emoedions and energy and enthus@sm
| F= Faith and family and friends.
G=Grandparents and grandchildren and God,

Fram Bealiefnat.com

WALKING WITH GRANDPARENTS

| like to walk with my grandparents
Their steps are short like mine
They don't say "Now hurry up”
They always take their time.

| like to walk with them
Their eyes see things like mine do
Wee pebbles bright, a funny cloud,
Half hidden drops of dew,

Most people have to hurry
They do not stop and see—
I'm glad God made Grandparents
Unrushed and young like me.

Unknown

Preparing for School with Prayer and Scripture

We Pray for Students
Returning to School!

By Sister Judith Gardner

Going back to school ghoukd be a fun fime as
our children make new friends. as they obtan

| new teachers, and as they gain new leaming

experiences. But with all of the schoal shoot-
ings, viclence, drugs, and negative peer pres-
sure, going back to school has tumed into a
scary time,

We pray daily for our students as thay ratum
1o schood

We pray for parents, ieachers, and school
staff of all schools

We pray for God's protection, His care, and
His guidance ovar thelr lives,

We pray for students who are battiing forces
that our ayes can't sea,

Whose classrooms have been transformed
info batthe fiekds,

And their playgrounds are being used for drug
deals,

We pray for students whose minds are ab-
sorbing what their teachers do and say,

Faor the future of our nations s in the class-
rooms of ioday

Many students have been lost along the way,
Overwhelmed by worries, cares and dismay.
Thair dreams have been shattered, their hope
destroyed,

And in this maomeant of prayer. ket us be stll,
because God is still God.

Ve pray for students, as they receive new
dreams o dream,

Who break the rules

And pray in school,

We pray for students as they stand tall agamst
the forcas of the eneny,

Finding strength in the blood of the lamb,
Pulling down strongholds, destroying walls,
And gaining wictary through prayer for all

We pray for cur studenis.

Preparing for a New
School Year

To get ready for school, | needed pencils, pa-
per, notebooks, crayons, crayon box, markers
and, glue, | got all these things from Wal-Martl
And | alst needed my uniforms.

I pray at night for God o help me do good in
school

- Waltace Parham
ind Grade
Cakwood Elementary School

Hide the Word of God in
Your Heart

| hawve hiddan your word inomy heart that |
might ral sin against you
Psalm 113:11

Your word is a lamp o my feel and a light o

my path
Fzalm 119105

| press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which Gaod has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:14 NIV

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
nol on your own understanding; in all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make your
paths straight

Froverbs 3:5-6

The Lord s my shepherd, | shall not want,
Pzalm 231

Do not conform any konger to the pattemn of
this world, but be transformed by the renawing
of your mind, Then you will be able to test and
approve what God's will is = hig good, pleasing
and perfect will

Romans 12:2

And whatever you do, whether in word or

deed, do it all in the nama of the Lomd Jesus,

giving thanks to God the father through him.
Caolossians 317
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College Devotional Group Travels to Six Flags
By Patrice Meintazh

On August 8" the College Devofional Group fraveled to Six Flags over Georgia for a
day of fun and fellowship. Meedless, to say a fun time was had by all. Our advisor, Mrs
Rivers kept us on track spiritually by giving us Biblical games to play. Following is one
that | enjoyed.

CAN YOU FIND 16 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE?

| ONCE MADE A REMARK ABOUT THE HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE IT WAS A
LULY., KEPT PEOPLE LOOKING SO HARD FOR FACTS AND FOR OTHERS IT WAS
A REVELATION SOME WERE IN & JAM ESPECIALLY SINCE THE NAME OF THE
BOOKS WERE NOT CAPITALIZED, BUT THE TRUTH FINALLY STRUCK HOME TO
NUMEBERS OF READERS. TO OTHERS, IT WAS A REAL JOB. WE WANT IT TO BE
A MOST FASCINATING FEW MOMENTS FOR YOU. YES THERE WILL BE SOME
REALLY EASY ONES TO SPOT. OTHERS MAY REQUIRE JUDGES TO HELP THEM
| WILL QUICKLY ADMIT IT USUALLY TAKES A MINISTER TO FIND ONE OF THEM,

[ AND THERE WILL BE LOUD LAMENTATIONS WHEN IT IS FOUND. A LITTLE LADY
SAYS SHE BREWS A CUP OF TEA, SO SHE CAN CONCENTRATE BETTER. SEE
HOW WELL YOU CAN COMPETE. RELAX MOW FOR THERE REALLY ARE SIX-
TEEN NAMES OF BOOKS IN THE BIELE IN THIS STORY.

(A PREACHER FOUND 15 BOOKS IN 20 MINUTES, BUT IT TOOK HIM 3 WEEKS TO
FIND THE 16™ ONE!!I)

A special thanks goes to Mr. Earl Griffis for driving the bus for us, and Gale McCall for
coordinating this outing.

Mustard Seed!

MY BUSIMESS IS NOT TO REMAIN MYSELF,
BUT TO MAKE THE BEST OF WHAT 60D HAS MADE.

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God which is your reasonable service."
Romans 12:1 NIV

JAE
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DEACONESS CORNER

(Submilted by Deaponess Anfla Bunns)

Paths to Knowledge
Calling all young adults, youth, teenagers, and all who are young al heart

It is, once again, that zeason of the year set azside to formally rededicate, redirect, and
reset ong's steps on the path to knowledge. It matters not whethar the concentration is
canterad in school, church, home, the job place or any other points of interest through-
out the institution of learning, just remember that God is the Light unto your path! 5o be
it!

Right here, just take a pause on that path to read and take heed to some sage, wilty,
and also, some fitling advice that is taken from a collection of quotes found in a book ti-
tled: “Advice, Southern Style(*). It is very cartain that these quotes and other similar
ones can most assuredly serve as guideposts, along your pathway.

The journey of a thousand miles beging with a single step.
You won't win if you don't bagin.

There ig no fight way to do the wrong thing.

Wishing without working accomplishes little

God feeds the birds, but He doesnt throw it in the nests.

If &t first you don't succeed, you're running about average.
You never learn anything while you are talking

A person all wrapped up in himszelf, makes a small bundle,
. A narrow mind has a broad tongue

10.  If you want to ba miserable, hate someaone,

11. Make your words sweel, you may have o swallow them.
12, You ara judged by the company that you keep

13. The easiest way always goes down.

14, What hurts today will feel better tomormow.

15, You find your best people in the churches.

16. Mever let a problem become an excuse,

17. Those who are on their knees are in good standing with God.
18. You grow up the day you have your first laugh at yourself.
19, Your Mother is your best friend,

20. Bewhat you wish others o become.

DoNDD RN

‘But grow in the grace and knowladge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrst. To Him be
the glory both now and forever! Amen.” (2 Peter 3:18)

{* -By Authors Jane W, McLeyea and Pam MclLeyea Bamard)
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NINTH EPISCOPAL DISTRICT African Methodist Episcopal Church
2003 Annual Conference Agenda

The Right Reverend T. Larry Kirkland Presiding Prelate
Mrs. Mary L. Kirkland, Epizcopal Supenvisar, WME

' North Alabama Conference

Tuesday, September 30, 2003 - The Women's Missionary Convention
Wednesday, October 1, 2003

7:30 AM BREAKFAST
3:15 AM Pre-Conference 3ession with Ministers
10:00 AM Opening Worship Service
Annual Sermon — Reverand Dr. Homer L. McCall
Hoby Communion, Acknowledgement of Visitors
1:00 PM LUNCH
| 2:45PM Business Session - Raoll Call. acknowledgement of transfers, organization af
conference, Summary Report of Presiding Elders
500 PM HNNER
T30 PM Missionary Night In ¥White
Missionarny Serman
Thursday, October 2, 2003
T30 AM BREAKFAST
845 MA Conference Instiute
10:00 AM Business Sesslon — Report from Pastors
12 Noon The Hour of Power
1:00 PM LUNCH
2:30 PM Business Session — Report from Board of Examiners
5:00 PM DINNER
| 7:30PM Lay Night
| Friday, October 3, 2003
7:30 AM BREAKFAST
B30 AM Conference Institute
10:00 AM Business Session
11:00 AM Ordination Service
1.00 PM LUNCH
230 PM Business Session
B30 PM Evening with YPD

Saturday, October 4, 2003

B.00 AM Y¥PD Business Session

2:00 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Morning Worship Service
Presentation of Certificates
Reading of Appointments
Benadiction

St. John AM.E.N.

September 2003
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SUNDAY

Church School Lesson Dveﬁiew — October 2003

[ The GChurch School Depariment provides the

monthly lesson review for Bhe 8 Jobr AMEN,
| Thiz manth's fesson reviews wene wiiften by Wilie
J. Sandifer (15t 2 ard 4th Sundays] and Claud-
ratte Purfop (3rd Sunday)

Dectobar 5, 2003

Lesson Title: Called to be God's People
Background Scripture: 1 Peter 1.1 - 2:10

Frint: 1 Peter 1:3-5, 13-21; 2:4-5,8-10

Key Verse: As he who called you is holy, be
holy yourselves in all your conduct, for it is
written, “you shall be haly, for | am holy." 1 Pe-
fer 1:15

The focus of this lesson is on the positive ef-
fects of loving with a purpose in ke and hope
far the future, Peier writes to connact the res-
urrection of Christ with that hope and meaning
in the midst of sufferngs.

After addressing praises to God and His son,
Peter encourages his readers to understand

that a Christian's hope is deeply rooted in di-
vine blessings. Peter states that it is most
beneficial to remeambear that When trials

and tribulations disiress us, Jesus offeds naw
life - and this new life i impenshable, The
Spirit sets Christians apart from all others, by
the word and by the grace of God,

Christian hope i based on the resurrecton of
Christ that makes our hope "living.”™ Wea ara
profected by God's power and not through
power of our own, Whalever happens in our
lifetime, we can live with the assurancs that
trials are only for @ season. They are only op-
porfunities to deepen our faith commitment to
| Jesus Christ

| Dctober 12, 2003
Lesson Title: Ba a Good Example
Background Scripture; 1 Peter 2211 - 515
Print: 1 Peter 2:11-12; 3:13-17, 47-11; 5:8-10
Key Verse: Conduct yourselves honorably ..
50 that, though they malign you as evil daers,
they may see your honorable deeds and glorify
God, 1 Peter 2:12

Instead of exhorting us to be brave and én-
dure tralls in this lesson, Peter focuses on us
to keep on living in the distinctive Christian
ways. Peter enfreafs us (o be so upright that
when we are mallgned by unbelievers, our

good deeds will certainly bring praise to God,

Pater admonishes believers lo abstain from de-
gires of the flesh and 1o conduct themsalves
propery, even if one is sccused of doing
wrong. Peter presants araas of ife in which the
spirit of humble service should be execuled
Thesa areas include obligation to the commu-
nity, employment, and family.

Feter advises that somebmes our own nest-
doar neighbars can be our worst enemies. This
is caused by being misinformed or from plan
misunderstanding, falsa rumors. and malicious
gossip attacks, often even about our worshiping
procedures.

We can put silence to the ignorance of people

| when we show, through example, thal we will

not let our lgw-abiding chligations viclate our
Christian conscience or consent to things that
are morally wrong and contrary to the laws of
God.

Cctober 19, 2003

Lesson Title: Grow in Faith

Background Scripture: 2 Peter 1

Frint; 2 Peler 1:3-15

Koy Verse: His divine power has given us eve-
rything needed for life and godliness, thraugh
the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness. 2 Peter 1:3

Peter wrote his second episile to counter the
influenca of heresy (false teachings) within the
church. He appealed for spinitual growth as an
antidote o defeat heresy and he urges us o
e holy Ives in anticipation of Jesus' return,

Peter felt strongly that his death was near and
he wanted fo keave a spiritual testament that
would provide hedpful instruction after his de-
parture He provided warning against the char-
acter and fakze teachings of heretics who would
infillrate the church. Peter urged a develop-
ment of proper Christian virtues (faith, good-
ness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance,
godliness, kindness and kove) and a constant
growth in God's grace. An abundance of these
virtues ndicates a spiritual health and without
thesa virfluss we are spirtually lost.  Accepting
Jesus as our Lord and Savior is the beginning
of our growth, As our faith matures and we do

L emtrrrved ow page 131
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Church School Lesson

o pnlireen from papr £y
thie will of the Father, the testament is revealed

|thatGu|:| will do for us what we cannot do for

ourselves. God will and does provide every-
thing we nead

October 26, 2003

Lesson Title: Trust God's Promise
Background Scripture: 2 Pater 3

Print 2 Peter 3:3-5, 7-15a, 17-18

Key Verse: Beloved, while you are waiting for

thase things, strive fo be found by him &t |

peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the
patisnce of our Lord as salvation, 2 Peter 3:14-
15

This lesson focusas on wo main points of Pe-
ter's teachings: the fact of a "Day of Judgment,”
and how bekevers should live foday in light of
this fact,

Among things that were already known and re-
membered by early Christians, was that proph-
ats and apostles had taught about a falling
away from tha true faith. Thare were many pec-
ple, even within church congregations, who ac-
tualty ndiculed the teachings of the Lord's re-
tum. They seemingly did nol beleve that this
day would come, since year after year had al-

| ready passed, and nothing had yet happened.

Everything had gone along as usual without
any divine intervention, Therefore, peopile lived
as they pleasad, with all disregards for morality
Scoffers simply made their own dectarations
that "the end has not occurred before, so
where is the promisa of the Lord's coming ™

Peter infroduced the fact that many people sim-
ply refused to believe in the coming judgmaent,
because they did not wani to admit their lusiful
lives, and certainly they did not want to be ex-
posed by the “Righteous Judge ™

Revival

[ el froens prrge 30

cemebery. He was chained perhaps to prevent
his hurting himself, Jesus asked him his name.
Dr. Davis pointed out that this man may have
“acted crazy because he was called that’, high-
lighting that people often bahave or raspond in
order to fit the name or labal they have been
given. So if people had called him crazy, it is
possible he had begun o act “crazy”. As the
man responded that his name was Legion
(reflacting the numerous demaons by which he
had been possessed), Dr Davis pointed oul
that Jesus was “in dialogue with the devil", Dr.
Davis further commeanied that the devils asked
permission to enter the swine and once done,
the swine could not live with that much hell in
them” and witimately “committad hog suicide’.

Or, Davis went on to speak of the aftermath,
including freedom for this young man who was
purged of the demons. He characterized the
cities in that day in terms of the innar city that is
oftan neglectad (8.g., crime goes unchacked],
and the more "suburban” areas where they ad-
hered to the religioee practices of that day,
which he described as behavior of the upper
echeban,

Or. Davis compared Legion io the black male
who embraced the "hip-hop o streel culture”,
but ehanged by going fo school and realzing
that “he is somebody”. This type of fransforma-
tion will frighten peopla. Dr. Davis stated “there
is still hope for black men” He urged those
present to “find a boy tomorrow” and impart the
knowledge that he is "God's child” and is "going
to be somebody’s husband cne day,.. prepare
him to be a man”, According to Dr. Davis, “our
communities wont be better until we make
them better”. He encouraged raising boys and
giris o be Chrstian and holy. He asked those
present to reflact on their potential role in the
life of 8 boy, who may be gelting a negative
message from significant peopke m his life, and
may be essentially doomed withoul cutside in-
| tervention

BELOVED, while you are waiting for
these things, strive to be found by
him at peace, without spot or blem-
ish; and regard the patience of our

Lord as salvation.
2 Peter 3:14-15

| During the hymn of invitation, Shayla Gibson
came forward to indicate that she wished to be
a pat of Dr Davis' congregation in Allanta
when she mafriculates &t Spelman College in
| the fafl. The banediction was given and another
| inspining revival,

St. John AMEN.
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| Important Dates to Remember

| Thaught for the Manth -

I September 20— October 4 Habitat Building Blitz, 6217 Melrose Drive

September 21 Matthew Chapel, Fackler, AL, Reverand Vicki Sanders, (Pastor's Day),
4:00 PM

September 28 Men's Day, 10:00 AM; Church School 8:00 AM
Reverend Terence Gray, Guest Preachear

September 30 WMS Annual Convention, 5t. John AME Church, Birmingham, AL
October 1-4  125th Session of the North Alabama Annual Conference
St John AME Church, Birmingham, Alabama
Crpening Session: 10.00 AM Oclober 1, Pastor McCall will praach.
Male Chorus will render music.
Octobar 12 Twilight Church School and Promotion Day 4:00 p.m.
Oetobear 19 POP Fall Festival, Searcy Homes, 4:00 PM

October 27-30 GHIMF CITY WIDE REVIVAL, First Missionary Baptist Church
Bishop T. Larry Kirkland, Evangelist

I And our eiders and all thosa living in our country said o us, "Take provisions for your journey; go |
!aru:l mieet them and say to them. "We are your servant. make a treaty with us.™ (Joshuz 8:11)

INDNJC i
St. John AME Church Non-prafit

229 Church Street Iﬁlﬁbpusme
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Hunisville, AL
(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240
(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested
stjohnameh@acl com

Rt. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkiand, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverand Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor

Inside this issue.....
Summer Revival
Habitat Buikd Blilz 2003
Grandparents’ Day
Men's Day Planned

Rev. & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr
6305 Matic Rd.
Humtsville AL 35810
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St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church

Huntsville, Alabama

Volume 8 |ssue 10 October 2003
Delegate Reports on Pastor McCall's
North Alabama Annual Letter
. Conference Sealed and Filled with the Holy Spirit
By Charisie Brooks

And do nol gneve the Holy Spiit of God, by
THE 125" SESSION whom you were sealed for the day of the re-

MNORTH ALABAMA demption. — Ephesians 4:30

ANNUAL COMFERENCE

September 30-October 4, 2003

The Right Reverend T. Larry Kirkland,
Presiding Prelate
Mrs. Mary L. Kirkland,

Episcopal Supervisor

| The 125th Session of the MNorth Alabama

| Annual Conference was held at St John

AME Church in Birmimgham, Alabama, Raw-
erend A L Hyche was Host Presiding Elder,
Reverend Dwight E Dillard was Associate
Presiding Elder, and Rev. Bobby Cox was
Hosl Pastor

| The Ninth Episcopal District of the AME,

Church began pre-conference services with
the issuance aof the Holy Spirlt during the
convening: of the awesome Women's Mis-
slonary Society. The morning speaker was
Mrs, Phyllis F, Wynn, President, Birmingham
Board of Education, Her fopic was
‘Education and How Mizsionares Can Be
Involved.” Mrs, Wynn's speech. challenged

| mach missionary to volunteer for education,

We should nof ask “How much does [t pay?
&he stated "God says He paid the price.”

The evening Missionary sermon was power-
fully delivered by Reverend Sheryl Shipman,
Hopewell AME, Florence, AL. The sermon
was antied “This Little Light of Mine” and

| the et was Matthew 5:14-16. Reverand

Shipman's closing comments were:  “Jesus
says we ame the light of the world and that
the church is the most powerful body in the
warld, If we are to effect change, we must

 cmitmed o prge 31

Bul be fed with he Spint. = Ephesians 518
(MK

As wa begin a new conference year in the
WORD and in prayer, | invita you to reflact on
one of the major themes of Ephesians writien o
the believars in Ephesus by Paul while he was a
prisaner in Rome, His massage thal God is al
wark in the world throwugh His church is just as
relevant today as it was then, arcund A.D. 60,
Rather than focus on Pawl's explanations of re-
demption {chapter 1) resurrection (2:1-10) and
reconciliation (2:11-3:21) or to even attempt to
examine all of chapters 4-5 whare Paul siates
our response as bebevers in &ght of God's pur-
pose, let us center on our sealing By and filing
with the Holy Spirit. Qur challenge today is to be
both sealed by and filled with the Haoly Spint.

“Filing" iz a step bevond the sealing of the Haly
Spirit  For we do not obey God so that He gives
us His grace, we obey Him in response to grace
already given. Sealfng Is an action God took at
the point of our new birthy, regenerafion. The
fense of the Greek word ranslated flled indi-
cates thet filng is 8 moment-by-momant, re-
peatable action. It is something Paul commands
the believers in Ephesis fo do. In athar wonds,
nat all Christians are Spinit-filled, but all have

A et o paps &
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| ' Tried To Stand

Foundation-Shaking on Men's Day
By Everett E. Brooks, Jr

¢ "1 hunger for your presence, O Lord, Mot for fame, glory o reputation
. among men, but to show Jesus 1o thy people.” This was the opening
. prayer to the Sprit-filled and Ancinted preaching of Reverend Terence
" Renard Gray. Reverend Gray, the Senior Pastor of Saint Paul AM.E.
Church of Macon, Georgia, was our guest preacher for Men's Day 2003
The celebration was centered on the theme "Christian Mean Standing on
the Promises of God™, All who wene present witnessed living proof of the
power of God's promises

From the opening hymn, “Hold to God's Unchanging Hand," to the powerful and Spirit-filled Prayer
of Confassion; o the Od Testament, Epistie and Gospel readings; the tone of reassurance was
sat,

When I zay to tha wicked, 'O wicked man, you will surely dig,” and you do nof speak oul fo dis-
suade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and | will hold you accountable for
his hipod.  Buf if you do wam the wicked man to tum from his ways and he does nof do so, he will
die for his sin, but you will have saved youwrsell Ezekiel 33.6-5

Be devoted fo one another in brotherdy love. Honor one another above yourselves, Never be lack-
ing in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Romans 12:10-11

“Again, ! tell you that if wo of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, f wil be done for you
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, thera am I with them.”
| Mattirew 18 18-20

The Men's Day Litany, as derived from several Psalms and from the Herbert Lockyer book All ihe
Promises of The Bibie, reflected on the nchness of God's promisas to us, how they embrace both
time and eternity, and cover all temporal and spiritual needs  The powerful vaices and music of
the 5t John A.M.E. Male Chorus continued o invite the presance of the Holy Spirit and served to
uplift everyone throughout the service. Filtingly, a special tribute was extended lo a recently de-
parted man of St. John, Mr. Eric Thomas, whose sfrong handshake, constant smie. and ever-kind

word ssemed right thare with us

Rev, Greay dgellvers message.

| Mr. Pippen offers memaornisl for Mr. Eric Thomas

The order of service, as organized by Karl Gullatte and Glenn Fippen, was excebant - wonderful
appetizer to the main course, the preaching of God's Word. As Dr. Homer L. MoCall introduced
Reverend Gray through the reading of his background, it became very chear that St. John was in
the presence of a Holy and Ancinted messenger. Preaching since the age of 3 and licensed to

P e o nage 7
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| The 125th Session of the North Alabama Annual Conference

(i from page 1)
leave our ‘meet and greet’ comfort zone. We must not wait for others to do good things.”

The Missionary Service concluded with each Area giving special accolades to out-going Confer-
| ance Branch President Sister Doris Hardy. Sister Dorothy Davis was elecied Conference Branch
| President OQur own local presedent, Sister Eleancr Bumett, was elected as Promoticnal Missionary

Education {PME) Director.

Opening Worship Senvice

The 125" Session of the North Alabama Conference opened at 10 AM on Wesdnesday, October 1,
The Opening Warship Sermon was delivered by our Pastor, Rev. McCall. Empowered from
above, surmounded by Mrs. McCall, daughters Gale and Sonya, the dynamic Male Chorus of 5t
John led by Dwector of Music, Mr. Rufus Gilmore, many officers and members of St John, and
other prayver warriors, God sent a message through Rev, McCall The sermon topic was "Thane i
Something About the Name Jesus: Looking Back but Pressing Farward™. The sermon text was He-
brews 13.10-16, A few main points included: (&) Many don't realize The New Covenant and think
of going back to an eye for an eys, Jesus mediated the New Covenant, He is our Advocate, the
High Priest, betier than al,. There's no one like Him. No one preceded Him nor has come after
Him. (B) Jesus is also the Sacrifice, the Atonement Don't second guess; He is the Author of our
faith. Know who He is o youl As our advocate and our atonement, Jesus bore the reproach and
| died outside the gate. (G} The Anginting is the differance. Through faith in Christ we can apply the
power of His Ancinting in our lives; we can recognize the siop signs; we can recognize angals and
overcome sin and Satan. He cautionad young people regarding so-called “safe sex” which is a
misnomer.  Sex is safe only within the institution of marriage.  Praise God for the Anointing and
the power of the Anacinting in church keaders, There's something about the name Jesus  Rev.
| MeCall conciuded by sharing Biblical and contemporary stories of many who called on the name of
| Jesus. He also shared the |cy-iravel experience when he called on Jesus three fimes. Jesus was
| there for him and brought him safely through., He also reminded us that we lose our power when
we forget our real power, Jesus, Love fifted us and it came fram Calvary.

The Wednesday Afternoon Session continued with Bishop Kirkland calling for the opening of the
business session with the Official Roll Call by Conference Secretary, Rev. McCall The Confer-
ence Agenda was approved  Summary Reports wera given by Presiding Elders Hyche and Dillard,
followed by the Carification of Delegates

Mine ministerial delegates and nine ministerial alternates were elected to attend the General Con-
ference, June 30-July 7, 2004 in Indianapolis, Indiana The Lay hedd their delegate electon sepa-
rately.

o om nape )

B .
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| The Sons af Allen Men's Ministry Worship Service was conducted on Wadnesday evening  Music
| was presented by Grant Chapel's Male Chorus. The sermon was delivered by Rev. Dr. Eric Little,
pastor, ML Zion, Florence. His sermon was entitied “Have You Dropped Your Watar Bottle?" with
text from John 4:5-00; 156-18: 26-30. Rewverand Little talked about co-dependency, which was da-
scriptive of the woman &t the well  |In conclusion. Jesus sought her, because he knew that she
needed ancther kind of love. Only Jesus can provide that sense of self-worth that is empowering,
When the woman of Samana dropped her water bottle, loaded with her burdens, Jesus filled her
life.

The Thursday moming session began with the Pastor's Institute. Rev, MeCall served as facilitator
for this dislogue. Déscuszsion covered: [A) The Desires of Your Church; (B} Using Your Bible, ITg
the best "I Love You Motebook” in the word, and {C) A Pastor's Hearl  Following the Instifute,
Bishop Kirkiand called for The Report frem Pastors. St John's members stood with Pastor McCall
g5 he gave his Annual Report using the theme *Tis The Promise of God.”

The Hour of Power message was preached by Reverend Samuel Spencer, Pastor, Metropolitan
| AME Church, Moblle, AL. Rev, Spencer said that when ministers Preach-they Proclaim. When

they Teach-they Explain His job today was (o preach a message from the Lord.  This sermon was
i&nt'rtled “The Autcpsy of a Dead Church,” with sermon text from Rewvelaton 31-2 Reverend
| Spencer contluded that the AME Church is not dead! We have to get back inte the business of
saving souls.

The Lay-MNight concluded Thursday's session with @ message from Mr. Thomas E. Green, 1" Vice-
President Connectional Lay Organlzation. His teplc was enfiled “To Sow Seeds Beyond the Wall,
You kust Tear Down Some Walls.™

The worship leader for the Friday moeming devotion service was Rey Claudewell Campbsall of St
John, Huntsville. Bishop Kirkland began the business session with the reading of the conference
minutes by Rev. McCall. The minutes wers approved and adopted by the conference. Bishop
Kirkland then received various committese reports and recommendations, Included in these reports
was the Presiding Elders’ Assessment Committee recommendation that the Presiding Elders sala-
nes be increased by ten percent. The recommendation was approved.

The Friday Ordination Sarvice began at nroon. This moving and sa-
cred ceremony was led by Bishop Kirkland. Music was offered by
the Minmstars’ Wiwes Choir  The guest minister was Rey. Al B
Shelton, Pastor, Sixth Avenue Baptisl Church, Birmingham, AL
The sermon was entitled "'m Not Ashamed of the Gospal” with lext
from Romans 1:8-17. We were reminded of Paul's tenacity and
enthusiasm as he attempled to get to Rome. Paul felt that he had
something io pass on. We as Christians should be willing to go the
exira step to pass on the Good News, not material things, but the
Gospel of atonement, of Jesus' Saving Grace. During this service,
Rev. Campbell was ordained an ltinerant Elder. After communion for the ordainees and their fami-
lies, the services concluded with the Doxology and Banediction

F W s

.
=

Friday might was the youth celsbration. The theme for this service was "Generational Leaders:
Building for Christ™ The youth described the service as @ Praise Party for Christ The servica was
up-beat with praise music and pralse dance. The senvice included supportive scplures, poams
and songs that had afl in attendance on their feel. Program participants from St John ware Kourt-
ney Burwell and Rakita Sconiers. Ken Burwell was alected YPD Confersnce Level Historiographer
and Statistician.
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(Corinued frome poge )

Friday Might Youth Celebraton “Ganerational Leaders: Building for Christ ™

The closing
| worship service was held on Saturday morning, October 4, 2003, Church School was conduched
by the Conference Church School Officers. The Worship Service closing sermon was delivered by
Bishop Kirkland and was entitied *Situation Critical, But Not Hopeless®, The serman text was Acts
27:9-25, Bishop Kirkiand ended the dynamic conference with words of resolution and reschia. He
praisad the ministers and lay persans for the outstanding jobs they are doing, but charged them fo
gtay the coursa. Things are not hopeless. As & church of the fulure, members must nd them-
gelves of the many crises we face: confidence, competance. character and accountability. WE
MUST MAINTAIN COURAGE; ANGELS STILL FLY; GOD'S ANGELS ARE KEEPING WATCH
DOVER US. WITH GOD FIRST, WE'LL MAKE IT.

After the Commissioning Service and Reading of Appointments, the Doxology and Benediction,
the 125th Session of the North Alabama Annual Conference was closed,

| Rev. Dr. Homer L. McCall was appointed to serve as pastor of St John AME Church, Hunlsvila.
Brother Joe Sales was admifted to the Morth Alabama Conference and Reversnd Johnathan
Richardson's transfer was accepted. Brother Raymond Nomel and Sister Meriam Garrett were ad-
vancad to the naxt yaar of studies,

Mrs. Charlsie Brooks was the St. John delegate to the Annual Conference and Mr. Everett Brooks,
Sr. was the allernate. Ms. Cassandra Ingram was the Lay Electoral College delegate and (Gale
McCall was the Youth Lay Electoral College delegate.

| Copies of the Pastor’s Annual Report are available in the church office for members who
i desire a copy.
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Bishop Kirkland Returns

(Caticued foe skige 13 as Evangelist for GHIMF

been sealed * (Netson, NKJV) Revival

The Annual Greater Huntswille Interdandmina-
ticnal Ministers Fellowship (GHIMF) Citywide
Revivad will be held Monday, October 27
through Thursday, October 30 at the First Mis-
| sionary Baptist Church on Blue Spring Road
where the Rev, Dr. Julius R. Scruggs is pasior.
The guest Evangelist will be our bishop, Bishop
T. Larry Kirkland, Prasiding Prelate of the Ninth
Episcopal District of the AME Church. This will
be the second tima in threa years thatl Bishop
Kirkland has served as evangelist for this cily-
wide revival

Pastor’'s Message

By studying the Ephesians bDefier we noie the
batancas in the Christian life babyvean doctnmne
(chapters 1=3) and duty (chapters 4-6) ie,, di-
vine sowareignly and human responsibility
Likewise, by looking to what precedes and to
what follows (4.30) and (5:18), we may see
what grieves the Holy Spirt of God and what is |
o be filled with the Spirt

What are some of the sins Paul lists that invite
Satan into your life and hurt you, harm the
church and grieve the Spirt of God. He

names such things as lying, losing your tem- . ; I | Mand

pEY, SPiNG. ouirugh speect, bEimmess wnd Eﬁﬂ?i?ﬂ”ﬁg”ﬂm Abe T mler e

an unforgiving spirit. Likewise, those who are gregations. Bible Study and ather church activi

fs"'::.ri'f d_';_"’:k i n::tlmelr 1'"'!:'& flled with the | ©o  are cancelled the week of Revival, All offi-
i roughou conlerence year, may

God empower s to move together day by day cars and members are urged to attend,

with:

Rev. John L. Clay |s president of GHIMF. The

A forgiving spirit in prayer : pubdic is invited to atbend.

A thankful heart in semvics
A mind growing in grace daiky with godiy wes-

i Usher's Corner

By Eleanas Burnet!

Praize God! |tis done. An Usher should always be watchful

Thay who comea to Christ do not only come (o

Suppﬂrt the Girl Scouts!  aresting-place afier they have been wandering

in a wilderness, but they come o a banguet -
3 house where they may resl, and where they
5t John Girll Scout Troop 436 meets the first .
and third Salurdays of eash month from g — 11 | TEY feast.  They may cease fram i o
AM al the church Please contact Mrs. Victorig | Toubles a"d.m}{h- and ""EHL';J“E‘? paaeaie, bl
Cox, Troop Leader, or Mrs. Carol Ball, Assis- Sourse of aefghie sng sp e

tant Troop Leader, for mare information By Jonathan Edwards

Answer to Books of the Bible Quiz from Saptember 2003 AMEN
CAN YOU FIND 16 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE?

1 ONCE MADE A REMARK ABOUT THE HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE IT WAS A LULU
KEPT PEQPLE LOOKING SO HARD FOR FACTS AMD FOR OTHERS IT WAS A REVELATION SOME
WERE IM A JAM ESPECIALLY SINCE THE HAME OF THE BOOKS WERE NOT CAMTALLIZED, BUT
THE TRUTH FINALLY STRUCK HOME TO NUMBERS OF READERS. TO OTHERS, IT WAS A REAL
JOB. WE WANT IT TO BE A MOST FASCINATING FEW MOMENTS FOR YOU. YES THERE WILL BE
SOME REALLY EASY ONES TO SPOT. OTHERS MAY REQUIRE JUDGES TO HELP THEM. | WILL
CUICKLY ADMIT IT USUALLY TAKES A MIMIETER TO FIND ONE OF THEM, AND THERE WILL BE
LOUD LAMENTATIONS WHEN IT IS FOUND. A LITTLE LADY SAYS SHE BREWS A CUF OF TEA, 50
SHE CAM CONCENTRATE BETTER. SEE HOW WELL YOU CAN COMPETE. RELAX NOW FOR
THERE REALLY ARE SIXTEEN NAMES OF BOOKS IN THE BIBLE IN THIS STORY.

Tried To Stand
Foundation-Shaking on Men's Day
Ey Everett E. Brooks, Jr

i ol frome pape 2J
| preach at 12, Terrance Gray has been preparing maost of his life to work in the Lord's vinayard and
[ to bring the Good Mews o God's people everywhara.

After his opening prayer, Reverand Gray usad the scripture from Luke 22, which contains saveral
critical events in the last days of Jesus' physical presence here on earth. In Luke 22, you find the
Betrayal of Jesus, the Last Supper, Jesus praying on the Mount of Olives, Jesus' arrest, Peter dis-
pwning Jasus, the mocking of Jesus by the guards, and Jesus standing before Pilate and Herod
From Luke 22, he focused on verses 31 and 32, in which Jesus tells Peter, by addressing him as
Simon, that when Satan asked Jesus to tempt him, he prayed for Simen and prayed that Simon's
faith would not fad,

"Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you 8s wheat But | have prayed lor you, Simon, that your
faith may not fail. And whan you have turned back, strengthen your brothers ™ Luke 22° 31-32

Key to this scripiure and key to Reverend Gray's message was the reques! thal Jesus had of
Simon = “And when you have tumed back, strengthen your brothers.” As the soul-stirming preach-
ing started, references to Christian Men and Women going through trials and Iribulations after
choasing to follow the Ancinted One were sprinkled with references to faith, hope and love. Re-
vered Gray todd the church that our choice to follow Chrisl, making us literally a part of Jesus, does
| not promise us a “flowary bed of ease”, We will experience heartaches and tnbutaticns and even
| though we are saved, these trials will come. He instructed us to not It the Dewil's work o pres-
| amce, even in the church, siop us from praising the Lord. He reminded us that, like in the last sup-
per, the Devil is atways around us, always present and always at work,

Why did God test Peter? The Devil wanted to tempt Simon, who, as Peter would literally be the
head or the "rock” upon which Jesus would bulkd his Church [Matthew 16:18]. Bafore Jesus left
this earth to be with his Heavenly Father, Ha neaded to be sure that Peters faith was strong. Pater
was to be the haad of the church after Jesus™ Resurrection; therefore Satan wanted to “cut off” the
head before the body of the church formed. Reverend Gray compared the templing and testing of
Pater to us &s Christian Men. If Satan succeeds in breaking our faith, he effectively cuts off the
head of the family and fulure generations of the church. He reiterated that our Iriats, which wil
surely come as Satan tempted Job, are meant not to tear us down, but to build us up! Before we
can sit as a judge, we must be tried and tesied.

#s Reverend Gray continued, his Anginted message and his spiritual connection with The Al-
| mighty was evident Hes sermon’s main point was that as Christans, we have a Divine Interces-
gor = Jesus Christ. We will be tested, and sirengthened, that we will celebrate the strength o or
faith in Christ Jesus, that we should “tum back and strengthen our brothers” after our trials and tell
them about the goodness of the Lord, He left many impressions on our hearts and mindg, with one
in particular - we don't praise because everylhing IS good. we praise because God is good!

The service. all those who attended, all who participated, every song, every prayer and avery re-
mark was a feast for the soul and contributed to what proved to be a blessed worship experience,
The foundation-shaking Word as delivered by Reverend Terence Gray and entitied “Tried to
Stand’ was truly a fitting close to the Men's Day Celebration and the theme of "Christian Men
Standing on the Promises of God ®




ét. John AME_N

October 2003 Page 8

' Pastor McCall Preaches

Annual Conference Opening Sermon
By Bridget Floyd

In the tradition of African Methodism and the profound structure established by the founders of
this great institution, the Annual Conference begins with worship service. A pastor from within the
conference is selected by the Bishop to deliver the Annual Sermon at this opening worship, It is &
great honor to be selected for the sermon. Pastor Homer L. McCall was so honored by Bishop
Kirkland. Dr, McCall preached the Annual Sarmon at the opening worship service of the 125" sas-
gion of the Morth Alabama Annual Conference on Wednesday, Cctober 1. 2003, at 10 A. M. The
conference was hosted by St John AME., Birmingham. The Male Chonus provided inspirational
riugic for the service

The Presiding Bishop. Rt Reverand T. L. Kirkland introduced Dr. McCall.  He highlighted Dr.
McCall's edecation, but emphasized God's role in Or, McCall's development. He noted that Dr
McCall has led St John for thirty-two (32) years, increasing the membership from the seventy-five
members found on his first Sunday at 5L John.

Dr. McCall preached on the topic “Thare |5 Semething About the Name Jesus: Locking Back but
Pressing Forward” The text was taken from Hebrews 13. 10-16. This book in the Bible tels
about the divine mediation, divine sacrifice, and the new covenant. It {ells of a choice 10 "press
on”. Dr McCall cautionad against gaing back o e old law (eye for an eye. tooth for a tooth). He
questioned how one makes the right choice ower one's camai nature bo Seek revenge of exact
punishment. The Qld Testament did not provide *something to hold on to° when the Roman per-
secution of Christians cccurred, according to Dr. MeCall,  However, the life and sacrifice of Jesus
gave them something o sustain them,

' The obd law provided for animal sacrifices and thare was a kong history of uphaolding the Mosaic

Law. Bul the new law brought about by Jesus and the ultimate sacrifice, allowed for atonement
Dr. McCall indicated that the theme of the book of Hebrews is faith and emphasis & placed on be-
lieving in Jesus and the ultimate sacrifice. He pointed out that the camal mind is still present,
which may think that @ sinner should sleep in the hard bed made by his misdeeds. Dr. McCall
caufioned that this type of belief-system must be refinquished, and instead tha focus must be on
the “power of the anainting”.

While the author of the book of Hebrews & not known, Dr. McCall noted that what is known s tha
Authar of one’s faith who mediates; that is, “stands babweean the wrath of Satan”. He pointed out
the iImportance of the name of Jesus and His saving grace, Dr. McCall gave several axamples in
the Bible that demonsirated the power of Jesus (translation of Enoch, deliverance from a fiery fur-
nace or a lion's den). He gave present day examples of healing from lile-threatening ilness and
treacherous highway conditions that can literally cause one to spin out of control. The primary
emphasis was on accepling Jesus and the anointing associated with His life and sacrifice.

Dr. MeCall's message was well recewed.  The hymn of invitation was “Just as | am™ The opening
service S8t an appropriate tone for the Annual Conference, where there is & recognition on the
past, but the primary focus should be on the future, with particular ermphasis on Jesus and His
anainting.

L
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DEACONESS CORNER

Submitied by Deaconess Chistne Mermsether)

Desiderata
A Poem for A Way of Life

Go placidly amid tha noise and the haste,

and remember what peace there may be in silence

Az far as possible without surrender be on good lerms with all persons
Speak your truth quietly and clearly, and listen to cthars,

even to the dull and the ignarant, they too have their story.

fowvoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexalions to the spirit.

If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain or bitter,
for always there will be grealer and lesser persong than yourself,
Enjoy your achievaments as wall as your plans.

Keep interested in your own carear, howsver humbils;

itis a real possession in the changing fortunes of time.

Exercise caution i your businass affairs,

for the workd is Tul of frickery.

But let ot this blind you o what virtug there is;
| many persons strive for high ideals,

and averywhere life is full of heroism

Be yourseli

Especially do not feign affection

Maithar e cynical aboul love;

for in the face of all aridity and disappaintrmisnt
it is &s perennial as the grass.

Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.

Murture strength of spirt to shield you in sudden misfarfune,
But do nat distress yourself with dark imaginings.
| Many fears are homn of fatigue and loneliness
| Beyand a wholesome discipling, be gentie with yoursalf
You are @ child of the universe, no less than the trees and the slars,
yau have a right to b2 here
And whether or not it k& clear o you,
no doubt the universs ks unfalding as it shauld,

| Therefore, be at peace with God,

| whatever you conceive Him 1o ba.

[ And whatewver your labors and aspirations in the noisy confusion of life,
keep peace in your soul.

| With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams

[ itis =il a beautiful warkd.

| Be cheerful Strive to be happy

— Max Ehrmann, 1927

Fourd in Obd Saint Faul's Church, Balimore, U5 & Dated 1692
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St. John AM.E.N.

SCHOOL
]_.«r

The Church School Deparmen! provides bhe
| rmonfhly lesson rewiew for e St John AMEN.
| This momth's lesson reviews waere writhen by Willie
J. Sandifer

November 2, 2003

Lesson Title: Enjoy Fellowship With God
Background Scripture: 1 John 1:1 - 3:10

Prnt; 1 Jahn 1:6 - 26, 15- 17, 28 - 3:1

Key Versa: If wa walk in the light as he himself
i= In i light, wa have fellowship with one an-
other, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses
ws from all sin. 1 John 1.7

This lesson is complementary to the [ast kes-
son where the major focus was on our need o
grow in a life of holiness, in praparation for the
return of Chrisi In thiz lesson we are given the
| incentive that comes from our personal rela-
| tionship to God,

John seid, "God is light.” Not a speck of dark-
ness i in Him, and, "if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another" Spirtual people love the light, be-
cause darkness suggests hidden evils and light
represents goodness, truth, and baauty.

John usas the idea of light in @ moral and ethi-
cal sense. To live in the light is to live
"according to the fruth." God is Bght, because
His ectivibies in the world always express His
basic nature of holiness, Because He iz the
fight and the only true light, He is also the
judge of all the activities of men.

John writes the instructions that those who are
members of the body of Christ cannot deny sin
in their bves. If persons say they have no sin,
they deny the truth and discredit God But if
| they confess their sina, God through Christ, will
| forgive tham.

MNovember 9, 2003
| Lesson Tiflle: Love One Another

Background Scripture: 1 John 3:11 - 4:21
Print. 1 Johm 311, 14=16; 4:7-16
Key Verse: Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also cught fo love one another. 1
John 4:11

In this |leseon we focus on the necessity of
LOVE. Love is the Christian experience that
stands out among all other Christian qualities,

SLINDAY | Church_Sc:Hc:m Lesson Overview -_Nuvemher 2003

The first test of assurance was that a Chrstian
keeps God's Commandments. The next test of
assurance is based aon the first. Love is God's
graatest commandment. Many fimes we fesl
that we can love or not, depanding upon Qur
own feelings. If few e under the lordship of
Christ, we cannot determine our love by fesh
ings of a moment. We love, becausa God com-
manded us o love.

Hatred of a brother or sister denies e, but
Christ's sacrificial death sets the example of
love. As separation of the body from the soul
brings physical death, so separation of the soul
from God brings spiritual death. When one &
alienatad from God. he lives in a state of death,

God's love became incamate in a living par-
son - His own Son became flesh. Here we can
understand what God's love is all about It is
personal, unmented, sacrificial, active and in-
clusive of all people.

Lowa for God and fer olhers can never be sepa-
rated He who loves God must love his brother
When believers love one another, God's love s
perfected in them, and they are assured of
God's abiding presence.

Movember 16, 2003

Lesson Title: Live with Confidance

Background Scripture: 1 John 5

Print: 1 John 5:1-15

Key Verse: This is the testimony: God gave us
eternal life and this life is in his Son. 1 John
511

One's relationship with Christ changes ane's life
more than anything else can. This lesson shows
that faith in Jesus Christ alters our way of living
and gives us eternal life It teachas the impor-
tanca of loving God in eaming to love other
penple

John makes sure that his readers have their
priorities clearly arranged by reminding them
the lowing God is the first step in the new life.
Being bom of God through our faith is the
changing force. Everything else springs out
frosm that.

i e onm giaagie [ 1)

October 2003

Page 11

Chur-::h_S-:_:.hnnl Lesson Review

JE annniand ok mag [Ty

Although it Iz very difficult o decide which is
first pricrity in providing love to God and love fo |
people - they are sirongly interrelated. John
suggests we cannol omit either one Beliavers i
love God; they keep His commandments that |
are rooted in victorous e that conguers the |
weld, ., the belief that Jesus Is the Son of God.

The Spirit affirms to believers that Jesus Chirist
has come, belevers by water [baptism) and
bood (crucifixon). John ks attampting o make
sure that his point is made conceming the real-
ity of the Christ

Hovember 23, 2003

Lesson Title: Remaln Loyal

Background Scriplure: 2 and 3 John

Print 2 John 4-9; 3 John 3-11

Kay Verso. Baloved, do not imitate what is evil
but imitate what is good, Whoever does good
iz from God, whosver doas evil has not saen
zod, 3 Jahn 11

Thiz lesson contains some of the same themes
and communicates the same message, as
have previous lessons, Love, commandments,
and truth are still paired with warning against
those who deceive us with false teaching.

Those who have faithiully followed the iruth ara
commended and lold that love 5 not & naw
commandment, but one that we are taught
from the beginning of tme - to love one anather
and to walk according to thea commandment of
lowe, The commandment "as you have heard
from the baginning to follow lowe ™ s the secrel
to promoting loyally among members of the
church. John says that if we know the fruth
aboul love and loyally, and do nol practice it we
are hypocrites,

Those who ablde in the true teaching of Christ |
have both the Father and Son; those who de- |
part from the teaching do not have God,; thedir i
rejectan of the teachings saparates them from |
Him,

November 30, 2003
Lessan Title: Maintain Steadfast Faith
Background Scripture: Jude

Print: Jude 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13, 16-23

Key Verse: Keep yourselves in the love of God,
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ thal leads o etermal ife. And have
mercy on same who ara wavering. Jude 21-22

Thiz lesson, the book of Jude, confronts Chris-
tians who jusiify their shorcomings, rather than
repent of them: -and warns us that our faith
must be practiced in order to be preserved
Strange doctrine sl seems to exalt immorality,
instead of trying to rise above it

We will distinguish bebwesn loving the sinner
and hating the sin; and bebween being judg-
mental of people with weaknesses that they are
trying 1o rise abowe, and being so tolerant of
immcrality that we seem fo approve of |ifestyles
more geared toward the world than lifestyles
centerad on Chnst

Jude wams believers against intruders who
deny Jesus Christ as Lord and Master, and who
pervert the message of faith, He felt a nead for
thiz warning, because people's faith had been
threatened by unfaithiul actvibes.

Many intruders that Jude spoke about distorted
spiritual triths that they did not understand, and
acled with animal passions, even joining in love
feasts, as if they were tfrue believers.

Eelievers are encouraged to build up their faith
keep themseaives in the love of God. and live in
hope of the eternal, while showing compassion
and support to those who are inclined o stray
away. Jude encowrages us o discriminate be-
taeen those who desire to do evil and those
who do evil by mistake. Only Jesus 5 available
o keep all of us from falling and makes us
sland without blemish in the presencsa of His

glory.

For God 5o loved the world
that fie gave fis one and onfy Son,
that whoever believes tn fitm
sfiall not perish but have eternal fife.

John 3:16
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Pastor and Mrs. McCall
presant Supernntandent
Eandifer an exprassion
of love

Twilight Church School
Observes Anniversary and Promotion

The St John Church School's Anniversary and Promotion Day was observed with a Twilight
Church School Sarvice on Sunday aftemoon, October 12 at 4:00 pm. The scripture for the lesson
was 2 Timothy 2:1-15, with key verse 2 Timathy 2:15. Guest from community churches served as
Superintendent and class teachers. The order of service was the traditional Church Schoaol order
of service

Mrs. Sandra Griffin of Grady-Madizon AME Church was Guest Supenntendent. The opening song
was "Blessed Assurance.” Chrsiopher Butler served as pianist. Mrs. Lilke Rivers extended the

welcome and Mrs. Lorraine Parham introduced the guest teachars. Mr. David Walker of Gravitts
Chapel AME Church taught the Adull Class. Mr. Marc Lacy of Church Street CPCA was (he
taacher for the College Praise Class. Dr. Mattie Thomas of Phillips CME Church taught the Sen-
ior Class. Mr. Fred Richardson of Church Street CPCA was the feacher for the Infermediale
| Class. Mrs. Bermetia Pride of Owens Chapel MB Church was the teacher for the Junior Class,
Ms. Barbara Coleman of Phillips CME Church taught the Primary and Beginnars Classes.  Mr,
Cralg Barrett of Union Chapel gave the lesson review. Promotion and Attendance Awards were
given by the St John Church School Superintendent and teachers. Mr. Wilie Sandifer, Church
School Superintendent, and Pastor McCall made closing remarks.  Following the Doxology and
Benedicbon, refreshments were served in the 5. 5, Hareford Fallowship Hall

Jurior Class

Church Schoal enjoying refreshments

Guest Supenntendent Griffin
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Important Dates to Remember I_'

October 27-30 GHIMF CITY WIDE REVIVAL, First Missionary Baptist Church
Bishop T. Larry Kirkland, Evangelist, October 27-30 GHIMF City-
Wide Revival, 7-00 p.m,

November 15 Fall Carnival, 5t John AME Church, 2700 = 4:00 FM
Spansored by St John WMS and YFPD

MWovember 16 Fifty Plus Auxiliary Harvest Service, Reverend Johnathan Richardson,
preacher, 10:50 AM

Movember 27 Thanksgiving Day
December 14 Annual Taste Tea, following 10.50 AM Service

Co-sponsored by St John AMEN Staff and Women's Praise Danca
Mindstry

i‘l’hﬂught for the Month = "A cup of cold water” — a liltfe thing! But Fe is made up of liifle things, and |
(he who would rize to a higher usefulness is wise if he chershes the loving yet seeming trifles of
|daily living — Selected

INDNJC == : =3 o |
5t. John AME Church Non-profit

229 Church Street gﬁbpﬁ’-ﬂﬂﬂ
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Huntsyille. AL
(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240
(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Reguested

stjiohnameh@acl. com

Rt. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop
Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder
Reverand Dr, Homer L. McCall, Pastor

ineidle this besue...

Rev. & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr,
8205 Matle Rd.
Huntswllle AL 35810

125th Session North Alabama Annual Conference

Men's Day 2003

Pastor's Annual Sermon
Twilight Church School




ST. JOHN

A.

E.

EWSLETTER

St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church

Huntsville, Alabama

Volume 8 Issue 11 MNovember 2003
Stewards Confirmed at Pastor McCall's
First Quarterly Letter
Conference The Benefits of the
E Solitary Place
at Thanksgiving
o Mark 1:35-35

Presiding Eides Dillard, Pastor & Mrs. McCall

| On Thursday, Octobar 23, Prasiding Elder

Dwight E. Dillard held the First Quarerly
Conference for 5L John for this conference
year

The business of the conference was con-
ducted by the presiding elder in his usual ef-
fickent manner, Fastor McCall answered the
"pastor's  gquestions” and representatives
from boards and organizations gave financial
and literary repons

Stewards for this conference year were
nominated by the pastor and confirmed by

the presiding eldar

Steward Board 2003-2004
Jarry Bakdwin
William Beall
Carol Cooper
John Gibsan
R ufus Gidmore
Patricla Gries
Jameas 0. Heyward
Hanford Jones
Jeanetta Jones
MNedra McDaniel
Ronald Melntash
Ciha Owens, Sr,

{1 i reaetst oav fringr 2)

Lat us remember the daily benefits of the solfary
place not only during this season in which na-
tionally we celabrate Thanksgiving but also with
evary hearibeat of our lves. The taxt reminds
us: Now in the morming, hewing risen 8 long
while before dayighl, He went out and departed
to 8 sofifary piece and fhere He prayed (1,35)
As we constantly focus on the life of Jesus as
our example of planned, purposeful and produc-
thve living, why not get away daily o your own
golitary place in your home, workplace, neigh-
baorhood efc., and be remewead by the benefits
youl find there with God:

1. An empowered prayer ife with God (Pray the
Scripture)

2, An empowered proclamation/sharing of the
WORD of GOD with the people of Ged
(PREACH THE WORD)

4. An empowerment to cast out demons in the
name of JESUS, Le. To conquer, canced, nuilify
the influence of the negative, sell-centered, anvi-
ous, proud, self-exalters rather than exalters of
God.

Ve cg gy J)

Inside This Issue

GHIMF Rewvival Page 4
POP Fall Festival Page &
Alabama Tax Reform Resulis Fage 7
Thanksgiving Feature Page &
Stewardship and Finance Page 10
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Deaconess Corner
Submitted by Deaconess Sarah 'Granny' Ball

First Quarterly Cunferencé

A *']"Eﬂ‘rr.ﬁﬁ(r Heart

Tiakg nothing for granted
For whenever you o
The “joy of emjoying”

I's lessened for you-

For we rob our own frves

Much more than we Erow

When we fail to respond
Or it any widy show

Our thandks for the blesrngs
thas dadly are ours. ..
The twarmif q,lril'iﬂ SR,
The_fragrance of Towers,
The beauty of twilight,
The fresfmness of dawen,
The coolness af dew
On a green velvet Lo,

The kind feele deeds
So thoughtfully done,
The favors of friends
And the fove that someons
Unisellishly gives us
In g myriad af ways,
':E.ﬂﬂ‘:!ﬂ'&? no payment
And no words of praise-
O, great i owr fogs
When we no fonger find
A thankful response
To things of thes find,
For the foy of enporying
And the fullness of ving
Are found in the heard

That is filled with thankggiving.

Helen Steiner Rice

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing

By prayer and supplication

With thanksgiving ket your request

Be made known unio God

Philipplans 4.6

T ewtirrinedd froar poge 1)
Clifton Pearsan
Willie Sandfer
Eddia Sharraad
Martha Smith
WVanona Walton

Steward Emerntus
E. E. Brooks, Sr
A A Burks, Sr

| At the request of the Presiding Elder, Pastor

MeCall shared his wvision for this confersnca.
He stated that his vision is thraafald.

1. Salvation —= Saving souls (new converts)
"Launch out into the deep.” Luke 54

£, Study the WORD - Spiritual Growth "Grow
in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ”
2 Pater 3:18

| 3. Service — Meet the needs of the people with

unsalfish service, Matthew 516

We praise God for a productive and encourag-
ing business session of the Quarterly Confer-
ence and pray for a blessed and fruitful confer-
ENCE yaar,

Usher’s Corner
By Agnes Bailay

“And God hath zel same i bhe church, firs!

aposties, secondarly prophets. fhirdly teach-

ers, affer that miracles, than gifts of healing,

HELPS, govermmenls, diversiies of longues.”
1 Covinthians 12,28

Ushers Checkllst: Are vou as an usher mak-
ing the grade?

1. Do you, a5 an usher, represent Jesus fo
unsaved peopla with a God-like manner?

2. Do you, as an usher, sirive o make every-
one feel special?

3. Are visitors treated with tender loving care
and a follow-up greeting after the servica?

4 Do you seat people safely and reverenthy?

5 Do you receive afferings with reverence and
chearfulness?

Pastor's Message

U ombimeed from pope {)

In the solitary place of our minds and lives, we
can =in or we can allow His Holy Spint bn us to
glerify and thank Him for being a Savior wha
saved us from death and cur souls from hell
Aren't you glad that wherevers you are, like Ja-
sUs, You can experience the powerful, produc-
tve benefits of a planmed, private and pro-
longed prayer life and throwgh Christ experi-
ence viclory ower damons, disease, and

_ﬂ'ﬂﬂ#ﬁ‘

Although our place of prayer may be infer-
rupted by thoughts, things and people (1:36-
37), we are empowersd also imwardly in our
golitary place to fulfill our common universal
high calling as chrietians, whather ordained or
unordained ie., to procleimpreach the
WORD. Tefl and show the world in word and
deed that Jesus Christ is both Savior and
Lord, He is worthy to be praised. Let's con-

tinue, from our solifary places to give God |

thanks, not only this month but also day-by-
day, hour-by-hour, minute-by-minute, Tell a
lost world that God showed up in your solitary
piace and He told you to tell others that JE-
SUS IS LORD, PRAY THE SCRIPTURES
AND SAVE THE LOST IN HIS NAME.

When God shows up in youwr solitary place,
vou realiza that place is not one of solitary
confinement but in praver i iz solifany
empowerment by and through the Holy Spiit.
Aren't you thankiful for the benefit of an em-
powered prayer life that allows us o preach in
word and deed and to exercise authority over
the demonic, dark and destructive infleences
in our lives?

During Thanksgiving and with every heartbeat,
let everyone who has breath praise the Lord.

For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty of the earth,
For the giory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth,
Ovear and around us les;

Lord of all, to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.

Falliat 3. Pierpaint

) Girl Scouts,
St Jpohn Gidl Scout Troop 438 maets the first
and third Saturdays of each month from 8 - 11
AM at the church, Please contact Mrs. Viclona

Cax, troop leader, or Mrs. Carol Ball, assistant
trocp leader, for more information

Prepare for
: Taste Tea 2003

For those of you who have asked, "When is i7"
*What shall | bring?"; and “Can | Help?", the an-
swers are here. Sunday, December 14™ afier
the 10:50 a.m. worship service is the lime for
the annual taste tea. It will ba co-sponsored by
the AMEM staff and the Women's Praise

| Dance Ministry

Again, we are asking members and friends (o
bring & favorite dish and a copy of the recipe
(as well as any Instructions for temperature and
preparation for serving) to the fellowship hall
prior to the worship service. There will be
somecns o receive your dish, recipe, and in-
structions. As in the past we would like to have
& vanety in cuisine, ranging from appetizers and
galads, to meat and vegetable dishes, and of
course, delectable desserts. Soups and bever-
ages of your choice are welkcome as well. You
are not imited to one entry, the more the mer-
rier! (It will ba the Christmas season after all!)

Wa are asking that you help us by letting a

| member of the planning committee know the

name of your dish in advance. This will help us
in preparing many of the labels prior to the day
of the tasite tea. There are siill 8 few cook-
books left for those who would ke to purchase
one a5 a gift or for a friend, or if you have yet to
purchase one of your very own — now is the

| time| Cookbooks are $6.00 each

The planning commities for the 2003 Tasle Tea
consists of Claire Philadeiphia, Hazel Gimors,
and Bridget Floyd. If you would like to purchasea
a8 cookbook prior fo the taste tea, please con-
tact Claire Philadelphia, Meagan Speight, or

| Bridget Fhoyd
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Bishop Kirkland Offers EnEﬁuragement

As GHIMF Guest Evangelist
By Bridget Flayd

The annual GHIMF City-Wide Fall Revival was held at 7 p.m., October 27-30. 2003 at the First
Missionary Baptist Church on Biue Springs Road in Huntsville, where Reverend Dr. Julius
| Seruggs is the pastor. Reverend John Clay is president of the GHIMF. Raverend Or. T. Larmy
Kirkland, Presiding Bishop of the Ninth Episcopal District of the AM.E. Church, served as the
quest avangehst  This was the third occasion that Bishop Kirkland has been invited to spaak for a
GHIMF-sponsared activity.  This was nol only a significant achevemeant but rather a festament to
the dynamic sermans of Dr. Kirkland that sirike an interdenominational chord in those who have
the cpporunidy to hear him, This nstance was no different in terms of the rousing responsa o his
spintual messages combined with a “down-home” delivary,

Various members of the Greater Huntsville Interdenominational Ministerial Fellowship (GHIMF)
presided each night and participated in the order of worship. Various choirs from some of the
churches pastosed by members of the GHIMF served during the week. They el the meod with
spirdually rousing worship in song. Representalives of wshers from the various churches served
each night as well On Monday night, Dr. Kirkland was introduced by Rev. Dr. Homer L McCall.
Dr. Kirkland maintained a stance of preferring an informal introduction, rather than listing the
many accomplishmenis cn his vita,

Dr. Kirkland spoke on the topic “An Encouraging Word to 8 Discouraged Servant”, with text from
the 18" chapter of Acts. In the text, Paul had seen the membership of the church he built to
greater than eight thousand, dwindle by some 1500 under Paul's successor. Dr. Kirkkand indi-
cated that one of the strongest waapons in the devil's arsenal is that of discouragement, and that
mankind ks prone fo discouragement. He indicated that God allows members of the clergy to be-
| come discouraged so as to “build empatky for their flock™ He noted that “great people” have ex-
| perienced discouragemant. the likes of Moses, Joshea, Eljah, Job, and Jeremiah, Returning to
Faul, Dr, Kirkland indicated that while in Corinth God spoke to Paul in a vision, assuring him that
God would be by his side.

According to Dr. Kirkland, God encouraged Paul in three ways: 1. Through the companionship of
friends ("When you are down and out, God will bring you friends, sometimes from folks you don't
even know); 2. Giving you the Messing of converts, in that God will show you the fruit of your labor
(God blessed Paul with some converts); and 3. Make sure you have fellowship with God (God
spoke b Paul in the night, reassuring him},

Crn Tuesday night, Dr. Kirkland's sermon was entitied “A Church to be Proud OF from the biblical
text of 2 Thessalonians 1, 4. Again, Paul ks featured as he is depressed but learns that one of his
churches “was on fire". This was a ime when Christians were persecuted and under siege.
Membership in the church was a major commitment and at times risky due Roman persecution,
In modern times there are the “*megachurches” (membearships of greater than five thousand) with
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| Bishop Kirkland
Offers Encouragement

! W ammemaed S perge )

[ 8 multiiude of assets but limited association
with spiritual growth. According to Dr. Kirkiand,
there are some ministers who preach

| “comiortable” sermons =0 as nol to offend and
risk decreasing the membership of these high
profile, mulimedia worship centers. He indi-
caled that f everyane is agreseing with a pastor
of a church, it is likely that the pastor iz "not
doing much®. He compared thés o biblical
writings indicating that Paul was literally “run
oul” of town because he disturbed pacophe with
the truth. The evangedist expounded on what
kind of church would make God proud.

He described features of the church of the
Thessalonians which was charactenzed by 1.
Everyone in the church being genwinely saved
(In‘today’s church there is nof “true change” in
enough pasople.), 2. Their faitht was increasing
("It will require big-time faith o surive the
times in which we ve®), and 3. They had love
for one ancther, Dr. Kirkland siated thai the
“church is not worth anvthing i your church
does not have love. He cautioned that
‘claggism” within the church iz “destructive

response of “class dismissed when we get to
haaven,”

Cn Wednesday, Or. Kirkland preached on the
topic "Get Over 10 I's Time to Move On® from
the text of | Samusl 16:1. God wanled Sam-
wel to move on because 1, He was neglecting
hiz spimtual assignment, 2. Parsisten! grieving
and mowming were fransforming Samoel's
parsonally; and 3. He was hindering God's
Frogram, Revival culminated on Thursday
righvt with bext from Matthew 6:25, with the titke
*Quit Worrying and Start Trusting”. Bishop
Kirkland highlighted three points: 1, Worry is
unmecessary because of your Father; 2. Worry
is uncharacteristic because of your faifh [worry
underminas scriptura); and 3. Worry is unwise
bacause of your fulure

St John members as well as ministers and
presiding elders from the Ninth Episcopal Dis-
trict were present to offer support and be in-
spired by Bishop HKirkland.,  Additonally,
Bishop Lawrence L. Reddick of the 7" Episco-
pal District of the Christian Methodist Episco-
pal (CME) Church was present

and divisive” and may ultimately lead o God's |

A Veterans

Prayer
By Pater Marshall

God of our fathers,
whose afmighty hand
hath wmade and pre-
served  pur  nation,
grant that our peoply
may understand what 1t 5 they celebrate to-
day.

May they nemember how bitterly our freedom
was won, the down [ ymient thai was made
for it, the installments that have been made
since this republic was born, and the price that
must yet be pad for our fiberty.

May freedom be seen not as the rughit to do as
we please but as the opportunity te please to
do what i n'g.l'it. :.H'd].l it ever be understood
that our fiferty is under God and can be found
mowwdiere else.  May our faith be something
that i not merely stamped upon our cotns bud

E.q:m:red'— in onr [Tves.

Let ws, a3 a nation, not be afraid of standing
dﬂlﬂdﬂr the n;gﬁi's nf mei, Since we twere born
that Wiy, as the nr:r.ljl nation on earth that
came into being “for the glory of God and the
advancement of the Chastian faith.” We
kpow that we shall fe true to the ®ilgrim
dream when we are true to the God they wor-

shiped.

To the extent that Amenca honors thee, wilt
thow bless America, and keep her true as thou
hast kept her free, and makg her good as thou
fiast made fer vich. Amen.
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POP Fall Festival Lifts the Name of the Lord in Praise

8t Jehn AME Church and Church Street CPCA joined to "Lift up
the name of the Lord in Praise” al the second annual Power of
Praize {POP) Fall Festival &t Searcy Homes on Sunday afterncon,
Octobar 19, 2003, Minster Jennifer Smith and Brother Joa Sales
served ag praise eaders. Members from both churches supportad
thi festival in praparation, attendance, and prayer.

Kevin Anderson offered prayer and Mrs. Porter read scripture from
Psalm 1. The Church Street Gospel Chair lifted the name of the
Lord with the selection "Lord | Lift Your Name on High" The 5t
5 John Youth Praize Dancers ministered in dance with “Still | Rise”
and "As Long As | Have King Jasus.”

This yvears POP Fall Festival included contermporany expressions of praize through skits, Chris-
tian Rap, and Kicking for Jesus, Brother Horace Wilson and Brother Marc Lacy presented a skit
that dramatized the need for a life centered in Jesus instead of living a life driven by the use and
salke of dregs. They followad this skit with Christian Rap. St John, aka John Hamplon, ebectrified
the audience with rap selections "All Angles” and *Walk on Water." He even had the sudience

: (those young and energetic encugh) jumping for Jesus.

Eider Ed Adams and his wife Retha Adams presented students from Adam's Academy of Martial
Arts and Christian Canler in “Kicking for Jesus." This ministry of woung men and women demon-
strated the technigue of martial arts and at the same time demonstrated thel Christian training
through recitation of scripiure. These young people know that "giving up is not an option™ and
stand on God's word as they quoled "Mo weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and
avery tongue that shall rise against thea in judgment thou shalt condamn. This is the hertage of

| the servants of the LORD, and their rightecusness is of me, saith the LORD." Isaiah 54:17

Elder Ed Adams and company dramatized the redemptive, saving, and trans-
forming power of Jesus in a skit "He Cares,” The fall festival concheded with the
selection *| Have Decided o Follow Jesus® and a call for decisions for Christ by
Pastor Walker.

Door prizes wera ghan o those who registered and refreshments were served,
Pastor McCall offered the closing prayer.

Tha planning commilles expresses gratitude to the members of 5t John who supported this
evangelistic outreach, Pray that we continue to show our love for Jesus through our love for oth-
ars and that all we do “ifis the name of Jesus.”

Lord, | it Your mame on high. Lord, | fove fo sing Your praises. I'm S0 glad You're in my life.
I'm o glad You came lo save us.

You came from Heaven o earth to show us the way, From the earth fo the cross, my dedbl lo pay;
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky. Lord, | I Your name on high.

i The Debate over the Alabama Tax Reform Plan:

The Results are In
By Patice 5. Ruffin

By now, we all know that the September 9" voie on Governor Riley's Tax Reform Plan ended with
a loud, resounding “NO In the weeks after the vole, there were hundreds of news reports and
articles across the state of Alabama with headlines such as "Some say plan never had a chance”
and "Tough times ahead”.

These reporis highlighted only some of the senfiments held by the citizens of Alabama., When
discussing the plan with people, it is easy lo find both supparters and oppasers of it Whatevar
gide any of us were on, the results of the vote ook effect quickly, even as early as twanty-four
hours later On Saptember 10" several state agency employees found themselves receiving pink
slips. There were also many siate supporied programs that had their funding snatched.

Governor Bob Riley, as he opened a special budget writing session of the Alabama Legislature on
September 15", spoke about restoring the faith of the citizens in their state government. This lack
of irust is the reason for the oulcome of the vobe, according to the Governor

In order to get the state out of its deficit, something the plan was designed to do, Riley propases
“across-the-board” budgat cuts for many stale agencles (Chandler, Birmimgham News, 09/16/03)
Some bedieve that cument and future budget cuts are inevitable, but others disagree. Senator Jaff
Enfinger {D-Huntsville) noted thal Alabamians “ddn't vole against all revenue measures. They
voted against his [Riley]” (Chandler, Birmimgham MNews, 05/16/03),

The biggest izsue that volers were concarned with was the increase in property tax. Histoncally,
the citizens of Alabama prefer their significantly lower properly taxes (Hollis, Huntsville Times,
| 08/10/03). If the Riley plan had not focusad as much attantion on rasing thessa taxes, many ana-
lysts balieve that the reform meay have passad.

Even 20, there was another major concam of many volers about the plan. There was a lack of
earmarking on the taxes that were intended to be collected to support schools.  This was another
point that allowed voters o bring up questions about the trustworthiness of the Riley administra-
fion. If taxes are going o be levied, citizens want to know exactly where they are going. The plan
did not specify where education funds would go and who would be administering and monifosing
the funds. Thizs raised a lol of red flags for voters,

Many citizens suggested that Govemnor Riley rewrite the plan, taking into account many af the
guastions raised, such a3 other forms of taxation and being more specilic about what schoolks will
receive which funds.

During the Septembar 9" vote two major issues were 1o be addressed by the new tax plan. These
issues were 1) Alabama’s under-funded educational system and 2} level faxafion across all
classes, Due to the outcome of the vote, the Alabama education and tax systems will remain the
same. What does this mean for the future of the state? Will the education system worsan? Wil
the poor confinue to be overtaxed? Will the rich continue io be under-taxed? Whataver happens,
we will all just have to continue to pray that the state of Alabama finds a way to improve the quality
of life for those who need it and o ensure that the youth of the state receive the guality education
that they desarve.
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Thinking on Thanking
An Editorial by Reverend Johnathan Richardson

It would be absurd o declars that "thanks”™ 5 an cutdated concepl. However, | am inclined to
think deeply about gratifude and its implications within the reaim of our present day society. In the
document to follow | will bring to light some crucial questions regarding thankfulness. Then | will
attempt 1o engage my own guestions with a view toward resolving the issues such guestions
raite. These guestions are not evidence of any doubt that thankfulness is a necessary part of the
Christian ffe. Rather these questions are evidence of my resolve to reflect deeply and seriously
about giving thanks in a way that will be helpful and challenging.

The first question that | want to pose i, “Does gving thanks begin and end with the individual™ Is
the event of gratitude self-centered? To this question one may respond with a resounding no!
They may affirm that giving thanks is not seff-centered but God-centered. Such persons would
agree with the statement, *| thank God for what God has done for me, to me, through me and with
me." While this is definitely true, | would venture to ask should not the "me” be a “we” or an "us"?
Is the *me” ever replaced with an “us™? | would argue, rarely if evar. Such a simple feel good an-
swes to such a serfous question is insufficient. One reason that this answer is wanling is becausa
it disregards our innate need to feel safe. And this need for securily and comfort, whether i is for
purselves or loved ones, plays a large part in the reason why we give thanks to God., The back-
drop far giving thanks is most often from the standpoint of “it could have been me”, as if those that
‘it" did happen to have no reason to be grateful, Such a frame of reference relegates gratitude fo
the dungeons of the "I" without the “thou", the “me” without the "you™ and the "sel” without the
*‘other®. Mow | am not implying that we should stop thanking God for our individual blessings
whatever they may be. However, there is incompleteness whan this type of gratitude is the only
oneé rendered. Giving thanks doas have an indiadual component that is necessary far affirming

| and validating a healthy seff-interest but giving thanks alse has a sockal companent - an edict of

the communal. Our thanks giving should never come at the expense of others. Giving thanks is
not self-centered but resides where God and our relationship with others and ourselves meet

Caonoerning this dynamic the words of Psalm 100 and Psalm 34:3 are clarifying:

‘Make a joyful noise unta the Lard, al ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come
before his presence with singing. Know ye thal the Lord he is God: if is he that hath
made us. and nol we ourselves we are his people, and the sheep of s pasfure
Entar info his gates with thenksgiving, and info his cowts with praise; be thankful!
unta him. and bless his name. For the Lord is good, his mercy is everdasiing. and his
truth endlureth fo al generations. ™ (Psalm 100)

“0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt s name together,”
(Fsalm 34.3)

Is being grateful bounded? Do we have to be grateful every moment of the day and in every situa-
tion? These sorts of guestions regarding the nature of being thankful | feel are helpful to under-
standing what it means to be ungrateful Because only by fully understanding giving thanks can
we guard agains! being otherwise. Again we have the individual that will answer the question say-
ing that we should be thankful at all imes and in all places. Gratitude is not bounded. If this is
true, how then can we validate this claim in trying situations that visit human life? Surely we are
not going to say to an individua! who has been the victim of abuse or who has lost a loved one 1o
death or incarceration. be thankful. Whal iz at the heart of whather being grateful is bounded is
the question of whether an individual, community or nation can be angry with God. _Dnas being
thankful trump every cther human emofion? Well, in every life, social as well as single, being
thankful i bounded but this boundary is porous, it is not consistenl. In times of suffering. pain,
and want we should be able to say with H. G. Spafford, “It is well with my soul”. And make no
mistake, this is hard o do. “Thanks" always has power but its meaning may be compromised by
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The Meaning of Thanksgiving

By Eritteny Bel

During our past generations, Thanksgiving has been one of the foremost naticnal holidays that

| has been celebrated on the fourth Thursday in the manth of Movember for the nation to give

thanks 1o Gad,

| Thanksgiving began with Pilgnms and Indians coming together for their first feast &s a sign of

peace, Mow in our present day we have also kepl the iraditton of Thanksgiving akive and hawve not
onky kepl the peace, but have come together with families and communities,

Thanksgiving for some of us is a way of ife, giving thanks fo God through Jesus Chriet our Lord
and Savior for daily life sustaining blessings of health, food, air, wisdom and the list of blessings
goes on and on,

Thanksgiving o me i3 8 time when you become one with your family and enjoy their company.
Thiz grand holiday s and should also be a time to be with friends and thase you care about dearly.
During Thanksgiving you shouid take time (o thank Gad for all He has done through the year and
help those who do not have families and those who are less fortunate.  During this Thanksgiving
take time to elaborate with family and friends on what Thanksgiving means o you.

Fifty-Plus Auxiliary’s Harvest Service

The Fifty-Flus Auxilisry's Harvest Service will be celebrated Sunday, November 16, 2003 during
the 10:50 AM Worship Service. The preacher for this occasion will ba the Reverend Johnathan
Richardson, Assistant fo the Pastor at St John. Members are asked to bring nonparishable food
items to be donated to needy familes during the Thanksgving Season. The items will be col-
lected in the church Narthas

Everyone is Invited to pray up this occasion and bring your family and friends

Annual Downtown Thanksgiving Service -

The Annual Dowrtown Thanksgiving Servica will be Sunday, Movember 23, 2003 &l 5 p.m. In the
First Baptist Church Sanctuary, 600 Govemnors Drive, There will be a receplion fuluwing.uthp
BErViCE. -y

Give thanks unte the Loxd S
for Fe is good

Psalm 136:1
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lithese 3
Offetings

“Every generous acl
of giving, with every
perfect gift, is from
ghove, coming down
from the Father of
fights. with whom
thera s no variation
ar shadow due o
chamge.”

James 1: 17
(NRSWV)

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP & TITHING

(Excerpts from the New Life Ministries New Mambers Manusl}

When you fithe, you refurn fe God one lenth of His money.
“Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure, pressed down, shaken mga-‘hebmr. FLIAING Over,
will be pod o Iap; for the measure you give will b the measure you gel o

i e Luke 6.38 (MRSV)

Tithing ie a hiblical term which means giving ones first fruits to God. It fs the first tenth of one's in-

| come. Tithing is a voluntary and systemic way of refurning to God part of whal He has given us. I

refers fo the tofal gross income from any source including salary, stocks end bonds. interast m
come and dividends. For example, if you gross $100.00 weekly, you would be axpected fo give
51000 of your eamings each week to the church as your tithe.

It iz also necessary that we as a peaple bagin t::reaﬁ:emas.igmmcqufa “saifl tithe.” This
means that you give your tithe fo God first and then you tithe 10% of your incoma to yourself and
save your earnings. COne then begins o leam how [o lve on less and experience a viclorous life
because you have been cbedient lo God, for you are sowing the seeds of a good steward. Basi-
cally, you are in charge of Gods gifts fo you.

Tithing is a spintual approach. Whenever we fithe, we are expressing Fﬁ'ﬂhlfﬁ God and wo are
trusting God fo keep His promise. Ned to tithe i3 blatant disobedience to God's Word and is equal
to robbing God and resulls in a curse. Malachi 3:8-10 (NRSV) slates'

; 1 2in r
WAl anyone rob God? ?ﬂyﬂuammbbmpmaﬂaﬂyuussy.ﬁmvamwmmmgm your
Ithes and offering! You are cursed with & curse, for you are rohbing me - the whole nalion of you!

'E.ﬁng#raﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁmnmmasm#nus&,mmaﬂhemmafmmﬂdm my house, and thus pul me [o
the lesl. says the Lord of Hosts; see if | will nof open the windows of Heaven for you and pour

down for you an overfiowing blassing ©

We recognize thal there is a financial sacrifice imvolved, buf we belisve that God, in all His good-
ness will ot allow our obedience to Him to desfroy or harm our family in any way, God says in
His word, put Him to the test. lo prove Him, but you will never know the fuitness of God and wiat
He can do for you until you put Him i6 the test and TITHE,

We baiteva that if you take care of God's church, God will lake care of you. It may nol be that you

| will get more money. although some have, but to know the rewards of Gods spintual blessings of

His lova, grace and the peace thal only He can give, is worth more thamn fhe sag:rﬁw of giving.
Whether our blessings sre matenal or spiritual or both: “Every generous act of giving, with @very
perfact giff, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no vanation
or shadow due to change.” James 1: 17 (NRSV)

November is Stewardship Emphasis Month in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. As wa
begin this conference year, pray that you will grow in stewardship. If you are already a tither, con-
tinue to tithe in time, talents and treasure, If you have not made the commitment 10 lithe, prayer-
fully consider making this decision during this conference year It you have questions on tithing,
please contact Pastor McCall  He will be glad to discuss tithing with you, prqwlde_rmurce mate-
rigl on tithing as wel| as refer you 1o other members who will share tithing testmonies with you,

Stewardship: Time, Talent, Treasure

e
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SCHOOL

Church School i_essun Dvewi;w — December 2003

The Church Schoal Depadimen prowvides e
monthly lesson rewview for the S Jofin AME N
This mondh's Jesson reviews were wiittan by

| Clauchnette Purifoy (15t Sunday) and Wilke J, San-

difer (2nd, Ird and i Sundays)

December T, 2003
Lesson Title: Samuel: A Child Dedicated

[ to God
| Background Scripfure; | Samuel 1.1 - 210 and

Luke 1:46-55

Print: | Samuel 20, 26-28, 2:1-8

Devotional Songs: "# 242, #251, & #2423

Key Verse: | prayad for this child, and the
Lord has granted me what | asked of him. So
now | give him o the Lord. For his whola life
he will be given to the Lord. | Samueat 1:27-28

[ How many times have you prayed to the Lord

to provide a particular blessing fo you? Once
you received the blessing did you share it with
others? Dhd you thank the Lord for it?  Did you
return the blessing to him?- The lesson gives
the biblical account of the sacrifice and cour-
aga of Hannah and the birth of Samuet,

| Hamnah was a wife of Elkanah who was often

lormented and ridiculed by Paninnah; the
other wife of Elkanah, because she was with-
out child. Deeply humiliated, Hannah turned
o the Lord, prayed for Him 1o bless her with a
san and promised to dedicate the child to Him
Hannah prayed so fervently that Ell, a priest
that was wilnassing her in the tabernacle,
throught that she was drunk,  She convinced
him that she was not drunk by telling him of
her anguish. Ell dismissed her and bestowed
a blassing

Hannah and Elkanah were blessed with the
birth of Samuel. Hannah could have very eas-
ily said. “Thank you Lord for essing me with
& son but | can't keep my vow o you. Samuel
s my miracle baby and his daddy and | need
him with us, You know Lord - I'm not getiing
any younger” but she did not  She remem-
bered her solemn promise and after Samuel
was weangd, at the age of 3, Hannah pre-
santed him to Eli at the labermacle In Shilah,
She wanied him o know that the Lord had an-

| swared har prayers and that she was there to

fulfill her promise to the Lord. It would be un-
der Eli's utelage that Samuel would serve the
Lord and become a great prophet

| John the Baplist and after

Hannah prayed io the Lord after keaping her
promise,  Her prayer was a song celebrating
the nghtecusness and soversignty of Lord, Her
prayer told of how the Lord defeals the proud
and exalls the humble, how He prolects and
provides for those who are faithful o Him and
He will strengthen His anainted king.

Hannah's account reminds us that there is no
sorrow that He cannat heal

December 14, 2003

Lesson Title: John: Forerunner of Jesus
Background Scripture. Luke 1;5-80

Print: Luke 1:67-80

Devotional Songs: #221, #2723, & #2432

| Key Versa: And thou, child, shalt be called the

prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before
the face of the Lord to prepare His ways. Luke
1. 78

While Zacharias was performing his priestly
dufies in the Lord's temple, an angel of the

| Lord, Gabriel. appeared before him, Gabriel

tobd Zacharias that his wife would give birth to a
son, and that he would be filled with the Holy
Spirit from birth and be great in the sight of
God. Zacharias was fearful and did not balieve
the angels words, and because of his unbelief,
Gabriel silenced his tongue so he could not
speak until the prophecy was fulfiled.

cachanas and Elizabeth became the parenis of
Johns  Birth,
Zacharias spoke, prophesying and praising
God for His mercy and- goodness. Zacharias
thankad God that He was raising up the prom-
ised Savicr who would come o save people
fram their sins. John's role was to prepare the
way for the Messiah, John grew strong and
lived in the desart

December 21, 2003

Lesson Title: Jegus: God With Us
Background Scripture: Matihew 1:18-25

Print: Matthew 1 18-25

Devotional Songs: #120, #116, & #118

Key Yerse: Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call
his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
ig, God with us. Matthew 1,23

(e o pape 421
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" Church School Lesson

(Cantiaurd from piga

Mary and Joseph were engaged to be married
when Mary became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
Joseph, who was a descendant of King David,
was about to divorce her until an angel ap-
peared to him in a draam.

The angel told Joseph not to break the angage-
menl, butl to name the child Jesus because ha

| would save people from their sins. The name
*Jlesue’ i 8 Greek form of the Hebrew name
Jezshashua, which means, "the Lord saves”
The sinless and divine nature of Jesus made
Him the only man capable of shedding blood
on the cross that is sufficient to atone for man's
i,

December 28, 2003

Lesson Title: Jesus Grew in God's Favor
Background Scripture: Luke 2-40-52

Print; Luke 2:40-52

Devolional Songs: #112, #345, & #381

Key Verse: And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stalure, and in favour with God and man,
Luka 2:52

Josus accompanied His parents on their yearly
visit to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover
Jesus was talking with the teachers in the Lem-
ple when Mary and Joseph started home.
When they realized He was not with the crowd,
they retumned to Jerusalem to find Him. Jesus
refurned lo Mazareth with Mary and Joseph and
was cbediant to tham,

Jesus grew in wisdom, which came from God.
and the grace of God was upon Him because
He stayed connectad to His Father in heaven.
Jesus knew who He was and undearsicod His
purpose Jesus operated from & pure, peace-
ful, loving. considerate, submissive, merciful,
perfect, and sincere heart - gualities that come
only from God

| God covered Jesus with divine grace, which He
needed o fulfill His purposes on earth; To min-
igter, to preach and to teach God's Waord, and
to ultimately die on the cross God poured
grace upon Him and increased Il ab various
stages in His life. God increased His endur-
ance and strengthened Him as His appointed
time drew nearer.

ThM‘ig on Thanking

fn Ediloral by Reverend Jobnalhan Richardson

(Contiiael from page 87

anger and despair. This is why in times of pain,
loss or extreme sadness, thankfulness is the
last thing on our mind. But grattude at its best
oocours at that moment when we really don't
have a reason to be thankful. Giving thanks is
purest when pain and suffering is deepes! = not
necessarty after. It is al this point that | leave
you with the words of Job, "Though he slay mef
us, yet will Liwe trust Him",

| have considered briefly the idea of gratilude/
giving thanks. | have more queries on the topic
but am hopaful that this snap shot of where |
am has been iviting. | pray & has bean re-
caived in bove and benefits coneclousness

—
|
|
|
1

closast to  Movember 30,
which i 5L Andrew's Day
The season is four Sundays in duration. The
Sundays are referred 1o as “Sundays in
Advant”. This year, advent begins on Sunday,
Movemnber 30

ADVENT begins the Christian
A_]]'.'m liturgical year on the Sunday

The advent message comas from the two Latin
words, as venire, which means "o coma "
The message is that God, in Christ, is coming
inta the world. It includes all timse.

In timas past, God did come in the Chrst-like
child in whosa honor we celebrate Chrisimas.
Thus, God supplies the fulfilment of the Cid
Testamenl prophets. In fimes present, the
individual may experience God coming into
thair ives for the first time, "new birth," or in the
renewal and growth inte deeper dimensions of
reality. In times 1o come, we are promised the
return of the Christ in His full glory and power
as judge of all the warkd.

Advent also bears the admonition that we need
o prepara for the sure coming of the Lord.
Preparation for the coming Lord must include

repentance, prayer, and palisnce.

The Murgical color for Advent is violet. It is a
color that communicates a fealing of quiet

dignity, royalty, and repentance. Such a color s

| most expedient to announce the coming of the

King of Kings.
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—| Important Dates to Remember ]

I
‘ Movember 16
|

Movember 20

Mowvember 23

Movember 24

Movember 26

Hovembar 27

December 14

Fifty Plus Auxiliary Harvest Service, 10:50 AM,
Reverend Johnathan Richardson, preaching

South Birmingham Huntsville Planning Meeting, 5:00 PM, Allen
Chapeal AME Church, Birmingham (Wooadiawn), Alabama,
Rev. Zachary Watkins, Pastor, Rev. Dwight E. Diflard, Presiding Elder

Downtown Thanksgiving Service, 5 p.m , First Baptist Church,
800 Governars Drive

Annual Planning Meeting and Election of Trustees

GHIMF Thanksgiving Service, Owens Chapel ME Church,
Rev, Dr. Wendell Thompson, Pastor

Thanksgiving Day
Annual Taste Tea, following 10:50 AM sarvice

Thought far the Manth -

Let everything that kas breath praise the Lord,  Psalm 150:6
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Rt. Reverend T. L. Kirkland, Presiding Bishop

Mrs. Mary Kirkland, Episcopal Supervisor

Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder

Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall, Pastor
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First Quarterly Conference
POP Fall Festival

GHIMF Citywide Revival
Thanksgiving

Rewv, & Mrs. Robert Hereford, Sr.
B305 Matic Rd.
Huntswills AL 35810
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