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Pastor’'s Meditation

It's & New Season|

Praise God! | am everjoyed to be appointed the pastor of St John AME Church in Hunts ville,
Alabama. | give glory to Godforthis opportunity, and | thark Behop James L Davis for giving
me the privilege of semnving Gods peaple. Futhermere, | thark Reverend and Mrs. ©MeC all fiar
their hespitality, wisdam, and friendship to me and my family. Thanks be to God for the forty
years of love they have pouredinte 5t. John and the Huntville community, Mo pastor could
ask for @ better foundation than the one that has been laid by the McCalls. 5. John family, we
—the Claybhorms — are so grateful for the gracious ways in which you all have welcomed us, We
look forward to growing in faith with each of you. We request your prayers as we begin this
venture into @ newseasaon,

A new season! t e no coimcidence that this appointment wa made during Advent Advent
speaks of a new seasan for several reasons, It & the beginning of the liturgical calendar, and
thereby, represents a new liturgical year. Christians throughout history would anticipate the
Reue ® 1d Patrty 0. Claybon emergence of s omething new and miraculows each Advent season.  Therefore, they would
fast. pray, and participate in variows spiritual disciplines that weuld prepare them for a "new
hirth." Mare importantly, the primary narrative of Advent —the hith of Chrst —symbolzes a
neswy way for humanity to connect with God. For in Christ's bith, we experience Emmanuel -
God being with us.,

A new seasoninvolves certain dynamics. First God notifies us thatthe new zeason has begun
Just as the anpgel notified Mary (Luke 1:25-33% We are notified that a significant hift i= taking
place. ft & alkairos. morment.

Second, new relatiorships must be farmed with familiar people, Mary farrmed a new bend with
her family member Elzabeth. Bath of their pregnancies necessitated it (Luk e 1:38-583, Singe
the season has changed, relatiorships with these we know must be modified.

Third, God blesses us In propartion to our new season. The blessing will be accompanied by
trials in addition to triumphs. For Mary was Joseph's Blessing; yet, the pregnancy made him
reluctant to embrace her (Matthew 18- 257, In the same way that God reassured Joseph that
Mary was hie blessing, God reassures us that cerfain complexities in life (those that God or-
dains for us) will actually benefit us if we would embrace tham.

Faurth, our embracing the blessing of the new sesson will bring abouwt a new creation. That
new oreation will place us in new pos tions with unigue associatiors. By ermbracing Mary, Je
seph witneéssed the new creation in Christ. However, the new creation forced him into a stakile,
next to @ manger, with visiting shepherds { Luke 2:1-20), We, too, are pushed into the stables
and mangers of life and find ourseles with unlkely people because of the new creation we
experience. Vet those positions and peaple affirm aur new season,

Finally, the new seas on takes us into new t=rritore In new territory, there are new spiritual,
emotional, cultural, and intellectual domairs to encounter. Mew tentory also brings new people
and certain dangers. Mary, Joseph, and Jesus experienced this as they sojourned to Egypt.

LI SIF, LR gy e |
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Doing Better vs. Being Better

By Karla Reddite

Happy New Yearl 2012 i= finally here, and for many people, that mears "out with the old, in with
the new", "Mew" wwually means resohlving toojoin a neighborhoad gym ta get in shape, get out of
debt, ar perhaps spend more quality time with family. & new year signifies a new beginning, a
new oppoartunity to "da' hetter. ’

Howewver, as we allknow thes e and other resolutiors made indanuary of amy new year are usu
ally forgotten (sametimes on purpose) by March.

So, that made methink- since "doing" betterseems to be such 3 hard task for us, maybe "being"
better would make it all a bit easier. |f we strive to be better Christiars, then perhaps some of the
other goals.on our N ey Year "to- do" list waould become more achievable,

Howw cam you be a better Christian in 20127
| pesedths questiontosame of our 5t John congregation members, and here & what they had
to say;

i |

“Come fo chuch more and "Fa# mom i lowve with Trv to sene beder, Work

participate in Bible sudy. | Jesis by atlending regidar mgp i Hhe cummu'miqr. i

want & do more af Hhe means of grace amd read- aleady do 3 fot in chunch,

Tmecessares.” e aleady g my Bible amd sy o but wheeved am meeded,

started my goal becauws | showmy=if approved.” M sene.

have mecendy joined the

choir” - Dennis DeLoach - i
Jakeyah York Bewe rly Hill

T gowy o ead oy Bbe more”- Jason 5. Gilmare

1wl condinue to do what | am doing, | wstand call the sick. | give mroney o semiors, a5 well as
give m aney fo the Hds i colege Jfust to help them out. | sivg with the choi, and | ook forwaid fo
sening asa dedqconessm the ANME Chueh. ™ Ernestine Barmnes- ery

As we hecome better Christiars on the irside, the ouside will scon reflect t. The renewed ener-
gy and strength that comes from having the joy of the Lord will help uw wak (or run) away those
extra pounds we put on during the Thanksgiving and Christmas haolidays, Our debt willsoon de
crease because when we get out into the community andtak to thosewho are truly suffering, we
will have a better unde=standing of what things are really worth the meney, and what things are
not. We will ako begin to appreciate Gods power even more, and realize that our thoughts are
nat He thaught, especially when it comesto life and death. This reality alone will make us treas-
ure-the time with our famiky andfriends even mere and carve out rmore ime forsuchspecial me
ment. Let us "be" better Christians in 2012, and perthaps some of the other things we want to
"ol will evertually fall into place. Enjey the New Year!
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15th Annual Taste Tea Held after Christmas Program
By Bridget Floyd

The Fifteenth Annual Taste Teawas a project of teamwork and extra effort. The AMEN staff and
the Adult Praise Dance Ministy co-sponsored the eventon Sunday; D ecember 18th. The coordi
nators would [Ke to express appreciation te the 3t John family, many of whem'increased their
efforts this wear.

Therewere dessers galore, salads, meatballs, vegetable dshes and jambalayato name a few of
the dishes that made an impression on atendees, Ms. Brandy Lockett again coordinated YPD
members who helped inserving. M, Ray Sconiers and hr. Earl Fitchard tock the lead in setting
up tables and many people helped in decorating and displaying the food in an appetizing way. A
special thanks to Mis. Charkie Brooks and Mrs. Mable McC all.

a| Hudos to Wrs. Eleanor Burnett,
~ the Adult Prake Dance coordi
natarfrepresentative who exhibit-
ed a tremendous  effortf
commitment in the midst of
health challenges. It was a
pleasure to hawve Rewverends
| Patrick and Sheri Clavborn par
j‘lfimpme- in this tradition during
the Ghristmas season,

The coordinators, Mrs. Glaire Philadelphia, Mrs. Eleanor Burnett, and Dr. Bridget Floyd, again ex-
Rress appreciation to evervone who contributed in amy way,

WOTE: fyou have not yet submitted your recipe for publication in the A M.E.Newsletter In 2012,
pleasesubmitthe recipe via e-mail to Mrs. Gora Speight-at coraspeight@gmailcorm.
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Christ Awards Christmas Program was Great!
By Chery Anderson

Bravol Bravao! The 211 Christ Awards Christmas Program held on Pecember 18, 2011 was the
greatest!. fyou miEsed i, you miEsed atreat! Fist of all, the program was dedicated to Reverend
and hrs. MeCall and the MeGall Family for their forty years of service to the 5t John Family.
Secondly, the pragram showcased the manmy great talents amongst the membes of 51 Jehn,
Thirdbe, the program welcomed the neww pastor, Reverend Patrick Clayborn, and his farmiby.

There was storytelling, praise dancing, recitations, commercial breaks and lots of entetainment.
Cih, and et us not forget the presence of Baby Jesus,

Ronald Melmtosh, with his great booming voice, announced the start of the show after the en
trance of Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus and the three Wikemen followed by Reverend and fMrs.
MeC all, Mary, Jeseph and the Wiesemen were portrayved by Daisha Rermbert Xavier Rembert,
Daniel Haygaod, Brandon Moore, and Ladan Moore,

The opering prayer was fittingly and elo-
gquently gwen by Josiah Gullatte and the
scripture was read by Haitlyn MeGlung. Fam-
ela Whitehead, with great animation, read
"Twvas the Night Before the Birth of Jesus” to
the children as they listened guietly. Ernes-
tine Barnes-lvery provded the spirtoal
O meaning of the Twelve Days of Christmas,

The show hosts Karla Redditte, Jannette
Smith and Jason Gilmore provided intreduc
J tions and entertsinment te keep the show
-1 maving and amtrack. They were amazing.

- Recitatiors were given by Anthony Harkin,
i Jessica Harbin, Blake Jdohnson, Brittney
Lockett, Rodrick Lockett, Anthomy and Jayla

Madk, and Zaria Yok, BEonald Lock ettt mela-
disusly =ang "Shalom” and Kimberby White-

head sweetly sang " This Little Light of Mine".
Michael Clatk gave a piano solo tothe tune of "Jally

| Pamela Whitehead reads to the children.

Dld 5t, Michalas”,

Commercial breaks for The Joy Phone, Where's the Faith, Happy Bithday Jes us, Jesius Will
Save Yo Soul and Alpha & Omega Irsurance were provided not only for entefdainment but as a
reminder that Jesus |5 the reason for the season. The commercial padicipants were Kennedy
Harris, Alicia Brownlow, Ashley Lews, Marlah Gullatte, Wallace Parham, Channing Rarsom,
Cambridge Wikon, David Wells and the 5t John Youth along with parental assistance from Eri
ca Harbin and Yvette Cooper- Clark

All award shows hawve celebrity pedformances and the 2011 Christ Awards was no different The
St J-55 plus 2 (Christan Daniek, Michael Tlak, Rodrick Lockett, Ronald Lockett, Josish
Gullatte, Anthany Harbin, and Eddie Whitehead, Jr.), with guitars and a keyboard, performed
“Santa Claus & Coming to Town,” The St MeCall Staple Singers (Earl "Pop” Griffis, Cherd An
derson, Karen Miner, Mary Powers, and Luld Rochelled performed "Joy 1o the World'. Bennis
Hathaway (Denni D eloach), son of the late great Donnie Hathaway, performed "This G hrist
mas”, The biggest pedormance and the greatest surprise were The Saintations (Michae| Clardk,
Lars Avery, Ray Sconiers, Wibert Brownlow, and Karl Gullatte) who pedfarmed "Silent Might".

P T e OV IR D)
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Christ Awards Christmas Program was Great!
By Chery Anderson

AL i W e
= ] Who knew Michael and Karl could sing
] “ likke that? They stole the show. Just ask
the groupies.

The praise dance performances includ-
ed the 5t John Children's Praise
S Dance Team who performed to "Who
Wiould Imagine a King', Kalon Ander-
sonto "0 Heb Might', and the St.John
Youth and Young Adult Prake Dance
Team te "I'll Trust Yau®.

Music forthe programwas provided by
Lawrence Souffrant on piano, Talbert

Gex on percussion and Willle Sandifer
The 5t. MeC all Staple Singers! inthe sound booth.

"Trophy Girls” Chelsea Carter and Yvonne Barbour looked heautiful as they handed the awards
tothe presenters as they announced the winners of the 2011 Christ Avards. The award present
ers andwinners were as folloivs:

Fresenter Category Christ Aveard Winner

Karmen Latimore Soldier for Jesus Dennts Deloach

DashyJdoseph Heawvenly Chef Charkie Brooks

David Welk Cormmunity Service Tommy Andersaon

Alicia Br ownlow Service te Vouth Brandy Lockett

Mathan Brownl o Youth efthe Year Lasha Rembert

Shayla Wikon Living Legend Salky Fitchard

Lillie Rivers Single Parent of the Year Laticia Mack and Guy Ginn
Kourtney Burwell Joyful Woice Jannette Smith and Dennis Deloach
Mariah Gullatte He awvy Award Reverend Patrick Clayborn

MNinaJohnson Lifetime Achievement Reverend and M. Homer L MeZall

Cangratulatiors to all the award winnars.

The show ended with a song performed by
the St John Youth and Young Adult ©hair,
and Reverend McCalls faverite saying, "The
Bestls Yetto Come”’,

The 2011 Chrst Awards Christmas Program
L wias written by Donna and Karl Gullatte with
assistance from program participants, speeial
helpers and the program cormmittee consst-
ing of Cheryl Andersan, Mariah Gullatte, Eri-
| @a Harbin and Pam Whitehead.

C ongratulatiors everyone on 3 jobwell done!

Mina Johreon presented the award to Reverend and Mrs. MeCall,
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"Leave the Skunks Behind"

By Karla Redditte

Howy did you ring in the New Year? Some people chese to celebrate with family and friends at a
party. Dthers simply curled up on the couch and watched the ball drop in M ew York City on televi-
gion. However, many Christians (mainby African American) gathered ina place that & corsidered
ane of their most popular "hot s pots" - church,

They metfar an annual tradition galled "W atch Night Service". This type of semwvice & deeply root-
gd in the African American community. It can be taced badk o December 31, 1852, when many
of our ancestors metthe night before the Emancipation Proclamation officially becarme law. How-
gver, Tor Methodists, Watch Night "roots" run deeper. John Wesley believed that Methodists
should reaffirm their covenant with God every year in response to His grace, Wesley called it a
"covenantserviee", and the first one was supposedly held December 31, 1755.

S3t. Jehn membes gathered on December 31, 2011 (256 vears later) to renew their covenants
with God and to thark Him for bringing them out of one vear and into the next. The evening was
filled with prayer, songs of praise, and warship, St John's Music Minketry added to the celebration
with selections lke "High and Lifted Up" and "He & Wonderful'. Praise danege member!
choreographer B, Jennifer Pattersan ministered in dance with "Fill My Cupd| Need Theg!

 However, what 5 a Wateh Night service without a divine message to
| carry you into the new year? Reverend Sheri Smith Claybom (5t. Johr's
- "first lady') served as the messenger for the evening, and her message
Cwias simple "Leave the Skurks Behind'. The supporting scriphire came
Flfrnrn Matthew < 18-20.

| Reverend Clayborn told the stary of @ mother who called her children te
| corme to her, They did not arswer. Sa, she went into their room to see
twehat was wrong. She found them all sitting an the floar, playirg with
Eskunks! Of course, the mother could not believe what she was seeing,
- and ordered her children to follew her: They did, with their skurks in
thelr arms

B ™y The Scripture says that Jesis was waking by the Sea of Galilee one
day, and saw: tweo fishermen- brothers Peter and Andrew. They were.on
the water, casting their neks. Jesus said, "Come follow me", and they
immediately dropped their nets and fallowed him,

Did you notice thatthese fishermen did not camry thelr nets with therm when Jesus called- nets
that they had probably been carrying around far yeas™

Reverentd Clayborn reminded wors hipers thatwhen Jesus calk vou into a nesw season, you must
leave old habits behined, The "net' would have held Peter and 2ndrew back fram the new thing
Jesus wanted them to learn. Bren though the brothers were comfortable in that pesition, Jesus
wias calling them ta another levelthat did net depend on skill dlone, He wanted to show them a
riews way tode, think, and be. The netwould have been inthe way,

fany of us have "net Bsues" or"skupk Bsues"- things that we wantto heold on te, even though
we ean feel Jesus moving us into @ completely different direction. Many times, the "skurks" are
net all bad, They gan be a comfortable job with a sweet salary o1 even a decent relations hip
However, when Jesus & calling you to "come follow Me", you mustsumender to Hirm because you
do not wart anything or amyone ta "stink up" your impending blessing.

The anby way to getrid of the "skurks" inyour life s tosesh God and eliminate "stinking thirk ing",

A omihreed v page T
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Soup Kitchen

Charsie Brooks, Conrdinater

Loving God, your Spint makesus smore than we. ae
an owrown.  You have given us a new pEal a new
ehamse o powr oif your love o all aoumd ws, Thank
you Br this New Year and #his rewchance. Mhat a
‘wondents gif you hawe girenus, © God! Thant you.
Aman,

Welcome St John members to 3 new year of
opportunity to share in our monthly " Soup Kibch-
en’. December we welcomed a mother and her
twe teenagers, & well as several gentlemen.
What an hapor to serve them a hot meal. In
addition, we ako send hotsoup ®© Gur ment
bers and fellowship and commune with all who
stop by

Special thanks to Mrs. Maeola Peoples and
Mrs. Zelda Goggans for December soups, to
Mr=. Myhand for cradeers, and a neighbaring
Dr's office for deneting delicious Christmas
cockies. Whether it & soup or special contain
ers, M, Kathleen Delaney contributions can
alvays be expected, Thanks to Wrs. Vanona
Walon, Mr. Bill Williars and Br. Lee Williams,
Il for their monthly support. I you haven't been
contacted to help, please comtact me o1 any
Stewardess of Missionary to contribute.

Pastor's Meditation

L il N i )

The wise men faund this when they fallowed
the star inta Bethlehem. All were warned in
dreams to avoid the ewvil traps of King Herod
(Matthew 2:1-23). In each case, danger was
undermined by God's deliverance, Therefare,
have no fear of ary obstacles that may come
in this new seasan. ForGod & able to deliver
us from them all!

So, letus enter this new season rejoicing! Let
us rejoice for the forty year foundation that
has been establshed. L=t us rejoice for the
promise that lies before us in this frarsition,
Let us ‘rejoice in advance for the potential
growdth: the miracles yet to be seen, the heat
ings wet to be felt, the mending of relation-
ships yet to be witnessed, the wisdom yet to
be impared, the courage and honor yetto be
itilized, the faith yet te be waked in, the hope
yet 1o be realized, and the love yet to be giv-
en. This is a newseason! Let us enter it ex
pecting God's best

"Leave the Skunks
Behind"

L i i g A

Reverend Clayborn suggested that we can stan
by leaving behind “tipping" for “tithing", and
leaving behind "gpessip" for the "pospel’, The
Word shows us that Jesus [eft behind many
skunks, so nasituation & tos "stink" far Him 1o
handle. Listen for His call in yeur life, Once you
put down your "nets" or "skurks" and follow
Him, yvau will feel the true "newness" of the new
wveal, and you will serve a8 an example which
will draw others to Christ and experience the
same "newness” as well,

After the message, the congregation took the
first step to getting rid of its "skurks" through
prayer. Mermbers formed wircles “of about 3-4
people, and taked about the things for which
they were the most tharkful, and the things
they wanted to see happen inthe new year
They prayed for themseles and for others,
Then, arsund 1150 p.m., they all met at the
altar as & congregation as Reverend Patrick
Clayborn prayed their way into a new year,

t was a beautiful service o remind s of our
covenant with God and to arm u with a new
goal heading inta 2012, John Wesley would
have been proud.

Happy Mew Year!
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Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
with a National Memorial

By -Rewerend Chares Glower

With much anticipated fanfare and. excitement, especially
amang the brothers of Alpha Phl Alpha F ratemity, Incorpe
rated, the dedication of the new MUK Jr. Memorial opened
to the public on August 22, 2011 in Washington, DC. The
actual dedication ceremony had to be rescheduled to Sun
day, October 16, 2011, due to Hurricane Irene and the oo
currence of an unexpected earthgquake. Ogtober 16, 2011
i already a historic date as it also mads the 18 anniver-
sary of the Million Man March on Washington. lreneswept
through the Washington area, dumping exzcessive and
heawy rain on the mation's capital, which significantly dis-
rupted fravel plans for many of those who had planned to
attend at the local, regional, and national level. WMother
Mature delayed the oceasion, but the God- given destiny of
this historic eventwould not be denied,

. Thi dedication was one for all people, a multifaith celebra
(tion. HRepresantatives of all eultures, believers and unbe
liewers alke, came together inreverence, The original ded
ication date of August 28, 2011 was bdit up ameng. plan-
| ners and crowds anticipated in excess of 250,000, While
* final attendance tallies vary according tothe media venue
queried, atendance greatly exceeded expectation with ap
proximately 100 000 150,000 present.

The ceremony was. headlined by appearances fiom Presi
dent Barrack Dbama whe delivered an arousing and
thought provdiing address, Reverend Jesse Jackzon, Dan
Rather, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, and Poet M-
ki Giowvanna. Actual participants in the pragram included
current Alpha General President Herman “"Skip” Mason,
and the 31% General President and current CED of the
Washington, BC, MUK Jr. National Memorial Project Foundation, Harry E. Johnmsan, Zr. Aretha
Frark lim thrilled the croved with astirting rendition of the old gospel hymn, “Precious Lord, Taoe
Mty Hand”, which was one of the hymns of the church Dr. King revered and often had sung at
Various Docasions.

Fresident Cbama in his speech highlighted the strength and resolve of this ceremony as a test-
many ofthe courage of those who laid the foundation ofthis cause of democracy, Pesors such
as the late Rew. D1, Fred Shultlesworth, Dorothy Height, Reverend Doctor Joseph Lowry, Rosa
Parks, and others who were instumental in cementing this course of history. He stressed that
we should draw strength from our history. Change has never been easy and ittakes dedication
to stay the course of reversing inequalities. His key statement was that Dr. King maintained a
focus on the "IS-MESS" of today with a focus on the "OUGHT- NESS" ef tormomrew. Focusing on
notwhat pres ently i, but what eught to be for all. We are tied to a single garment of destiny.
God resides in gach of us, the cppressed and the oppressor, We must allew His Willte 50 dom-
inate-the inner heat of man-that a metamorphoss occurs. Peace without justice & no peace at
all. Lowve and mutuality are the fagtars of change. Change will corme, #youd de notgive up, Qn
King saw what we might become, despite our traumatic histary as a nation.

H remidmannid . e
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Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
with a National Memorial

By -Rewerend Chares Glower

A e e e 1

The memaorial stands bold as a thity foot sculpture of MU Jr., his arms grossed, gazing out
cuer the Mational Mall. This prolific preacher and spokesman for justice appears to emerge
from a stone extracted from a mountain. The designwas ins pired by a line from the famaus
1863 " Have a Dream” speech, "Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope". Situated
betmeen the Linceln and Jefferson Memaoriak, the MUK Jr. Memonal is the first monument en
the Mational Mall honaring a Blackh Leader,

The four acre site onthe northermn corner of the Tidal basin, adjacent to the Roosevelt Memori
al 5 designed to create a visual "line of leadership” from the Lincoln Memarial tothe Jefferson
Memorial. It was carved by Chinese arist Lei icin. The memarial was initially proposed in

the early 1980s and endorsed and pushed by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, of
iyhich MUK Jr. was an active member. Ms. Coretta King, his life-rmate. and spouse, jeined the
push forthe memaorial and approved it in 19598, The memorial address i 18984 Inde pendence
Avenue, areference to the Sivil Rights Act of 1864, Members of Alpha Phi Alpha Frate iy,
Incorporated, along with numerous ofver fratemities, sorerities, and ether organizations and
agencies, champloned fundraking efforts to assist in the development of this memarial.

MU Jr's willingness to sacrifice hirms el far eur country, to fight fer a dream he believed in,
ke justice and equality, provided a foundation for President Obama to become the first &frk
can American to hecome President of the United States. In elosing with attendees holding
hands, it was clear that this event renewed the vision for new found fighters for social and
economic justice.

L5 Pastor of an Alabama Church, MUK Jr. led the Moenmtgomery Bus Beyeott in 1955- 56 that
led tothe Supreme Court decksion that declared unconstiutional laws reguiring segregation
on buses. ML Ji, was then elected President of the Southern Christina Leadership Confer
ence (SCLCY which provided leadership to & growing Civil Rights Movement Additionalby,
MLE led massive Cidil Rights protests in Birmingharm, Alabama, and wrote the infamous
"Letter fram the Birmingham Jail’, while incarcerated there. In 1863, he directed a peaceful
Civil Rights March by 250,000 people in Washington DG
wihere he delivered the famows "l Have ADream" speech.
The fallowing year, Congress passed the landmards Sivil
Right Act and at age 35, he became the youngest man
to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. He was assassinated
in 18928 in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was support
ing astrke bysanitation wekers.

January 18, 2012 will mank the 26" anniversary of the
MLE Jdr. federal holiday, Legslation was signed in 1983
creating afederal heliday maiking the birthday of MLK Jr.
The first holiday was observed in 12988,

Saint John AME Chureh members of &lpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Incorporated include: Brother-Rev. Dr. Homer
L. MeCall, Saint John Former Pastar, Brother James
Heyward (dedication ceremony attendee), Brother Minge
Clade, Brother Jerry Baldwin, Brother Talbert Cox, Brother
5t John members of Alpha Phi Alpha pictured above | Terry Speight, Brother William Bell, Brother Bill Williams,

are Talbert Cox, James Heyward, Charles Glover and | Brother Gleophus Haygood, and Brother (Rewv) ©harles
Jerry Baldwin. Glaver,




St. John A.M.E N, January 2012 Fage 10

Parent Wisdom

By Rewersnd vanessa Glows

Happy Mew Year! Cur words matter! Moving forward in 2012 without look ing
back & a challenge for a Ifetime. Yet, a Mew Year, new beginmings, fransi
tions, ehanpges, and uncertainties in our lives are just a few of life's pressures
that termipt us to take matters into our own hands. As Parents, we all struggle
with-the difficulties of letting go of the ald in order t9 grasp the new, God un-
derstands, letting go of the familiar 5 hard—eur children, grandchildren, fami-
by, relationships, co-wolkers, and even our culture seem hard to release to
God for wesdom and guidance. M evertheless, with all the wisdam as Parents, there & still great
trouble. In fact, sometimes it may be wise to let things go, but often the wise action & doing the
hard thing eanfronting afthe difficultsituationwith love, kindness, and compassion with the Intent to
build up rather than tear down,

Irstead of asking God to "fix this' we can ask God what it would lock lketo lave in this stuation:
Whatwould it look likke to be kind and compassionate in'this stuation™ Love looks different in dif-
ferent suatiors, it requires WISDOM And yves, godby wisdom, wisdam that is fram abowve B first
pure, then peaceabls, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of merey and good frurts, without par
tialty, and without lypocrisy. (James 3:17) There & nothing hidden frem Gad, He knows our very
thought and the intent of our head. Gods Word encourages us as Parents in this Mew Year;
TRUST inthe Lord with all thine heart; and lzan not unto thine own undestanding, In all thy ways
acknowledge him and he shall direct thy path, (Prowverbs 3:5-8) Leamn to TRUST God in mowving
ferward in 2012 without loeking back-- whether it be praver or loving sonfrontation, whether it be
wise counsel o Godly wisdom from the Word of God with atender or compassionate heart—in all
thy ways acknowledge God—Begin, continue, and end every situation, every purpose, and every
plan, with God. Earnestly pray for His direction at the beginning; look for His continual support in
the progress; Praise Him for His mighty actsd/delverance that a¥ circumstances are for His glary.

Jeramizh's Life-changing Trnath
(deremiah 31.31-3<

“The time s coming,” declares the LORD,
"when | will make a naw eovenant with the
= house of krael and with the howse of Ju
& dah. twill not be ke the covenant | made
wiith their farefathers when | ook them by
the hand ta  lead them oul of
Epypt, becauss they broke my covenant,
though I was a husband to them,” declares
the LORD, "Thie & the cavenant | will mace with the house of israel after that ime,” declares the
LEORE, " waill put my law in their minds and write it an their hearts, | will be their God and they will
be my people, "Mo longer will'a man teach his neighbor, or @ man his brother, saying, 'Know the
LORDE, | because they wil all know me, frorm the lezst of them to the greatest” declares the
LORD. "Far | will fargive their widkedness and will remember theirsine ne mare.”

‘Wisdom for Daly Living:-Did you know that King Josiah was eight years old when he became
king, and hereigned in.Jerusalem thirty-one years™ Thity-one words in ane versesum up the es-
sence of his enfire |ife; "He did what was right.in the eyes of the Lerd andwaked in allthe ways of
his father D avid, not uming aside to the right or to the [eft" &mazing! 2 Kings 22:1-2

Az a Thoughtful Parent; Letit be said, abridge d—{Paren® did what was right inthe eyes of the
Lord, not turning aside to the right or to the left Stay on course. Keep In step with the Spirit. Wak
the path of righte ousness without swersing.
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2012

February lesson reviesws were written by Fer
neth Parham,

February &, 2012
Lessan Title: Justified by Faithin Christ

Lesson Scripture: Galatians 1:1- 2:21
Print: Galatiars 2:15-21

Key Yerse: | have been arucified with Christ;
and it is no longer | who lve, but it & Christ
who lives inme. And the life | now live in the
flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himsel for me. Galatians
2:18-20

This lesson displays the conflict between the
Jews and Gentiles during the early establish
ment of Christianity. Jewish custom versus
faith was a dwiswe point that kept Jews and
Gentiles seeking guidance fram the leaders.
ItE noted that on the Jewishside of the argu
ment and supported by James (Jesus' hroth
er), all were infavor of the Gentiles ta practice
the Terah {JewiEh seriptured. ThiEs group
thought that this would preserce  unity
amongst the Jewish/Gentile believers and
enhance their purity of the Law. Howewer,
FPaul on the ether hand, made a case that
there was more to being righteous than mairr
taining purity (Jewish) laws. Paul was con
vinced that Godwas not concerned with mak-
ing Gentiles into Jess but rather God was all
about making Gentiles into Christians (one in
Ghrisfi. Paul expressed the view that those
who responded to the Gospel through faith
would be fulilling the law and that no oubaward
religious ritual could achievewhat God's Weard
and Spirit could achisve, Paulspoke of salva
tion by faith rather than s alvation by works.

February 12,2012

Lesson Title: Freed from Law through
Christ

Lesson Seripture: Galatians 3:1-14

Print: Same

Hey Yarse: Christ Jesus redeemed us in or-
der that the blessing of Akraham might come
tothe Gentiles, so that we might receive the
pramise of the Spirt through faith., Salatans
311314

The controversy noted in last Sunday's lesson

continues. There were Jewih believers
(Judazers of Galatia) whe believed that the
dews were God's enby chosen people and did
not share the same views as Paul Their atti
tudes were that there was not room for practic
ing Christianity anly by believing by faith; one
had to demonstrate through laws and rituals,
This position seemed to have touched a nerve
with Paul. Paul responded badk by irs sting that
to return to the old tradition after experiencing
sakeation through faith of Jeswe Christ would
deny the effectiveness of Chrets death and
resurrection. The Sunday School lesson sumr
mary indicates that Paul's emotiors flared as he
called the Galatiars "foaleh™ and "bewitched”.
He ecould not believe that the Galatiars were
embracing beliefs that would erslave. Paul
wandered if the Galatians would do a revers al
on the concept of Christianty; Paul noted that
Galatians had received the Spirt by trusting in
Jesus Christ. He wondered if the Galatiars re-
cepred the Spirt in vain. Paul goes on to ex
press his opinlon that withouwt Gods Spint rules
and laws could be neither meaningful nar ad-
hered to consistenthy. Paul 5aid that those who
live in faith are blessed along with Akraham,
while those wha rely on abzemrving the Law are
under a curse,

February 13,2012

Lesson Title: Heirs tothe Fromise

Lezson Scripture: Galatians 3:15-28; 41 —5:1
Frint alatians 315 18;3:1-7

Hey Verse: Soyou are no longer a slave, but a
child, and f a child then ako an heir through
God. Galatiams 47

& zummary for this week's lesson s Pauls ex
planation of how we, as Christians, are heis of
Abraham. Even though we a Gentiles. are not
descendarnts of Abraham, Paul indicates that we
as Christians claim the inheritance through the

promise made between God and &braham and
not through the Law.

The Matthew Henry Commentary indicates that
the covenant God made with Ahraham, was not
done away by the giving of the lawta Moses.
The covenant was. made with Akraham and his
Seed. s still in force; Christ lives forewver in
those who are His by faith, By this we learnthe

i i dav ki A2
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2012
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differeance betueen the promises of the law
and those of the gospel The promizes of the
lawe are made to the person of every man; the
promises of the gospel are first made to
C hrist, then by Hirm to those who have faith in
Him. To divide the waord of truth, a great differ-
ence must be put between the promie and
the law. When the promise is. mingled with
the law, itEs made nothing butthe law.

The ecemmentary ako indicates that Galatians
4:1-7 notes the wonders of diving love and
mercy; particularly of Godthe Father, in sencd
ing his Soninto the world 1o redeem and save
us! of the Son of God, in submitting so low,
and suffering so mueh for us; and af the Haly
Spirt, in condescending te dwell in the hears
af believers, for such gracious purposes, And
ako, the advantages that Christiars enjoy
under the gospel,

February 26, 2012

Lessan Title: Fruit of Redemption
Lesson Seripture: Galatians 5:2 - 618
Frint: Galatiars 522 - 510

Key Yerse: The fruit of the Spirt & love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosiy, faithful
ness, gentleness, and sel-contol. There B
no law against such things. Galatians 5:22-23

A= Christiars strive 1o be Christlke in their
daily lives, the lesson scriptures indicate that
they should adopt the fruit of the Spirit, Ako,
Christians should allow the Spirt to guide
them. In so doing, ane can demonstrate
Christian love for all brothers .and sisters as
Christ demonstrated during Hie short time with
an earth, As noted in the lessaon seriptures, if
helisvers adoptthe fruit afthe Spirt, they may
have insight eftheir own inner avareness and
limitations: The better one knows their own
heart and ways, the less they will despise otlr
ers, and they wil be more dsposed to help
others under infirmities and afflictions.  How
ever in helping others, one should take heed
to avoid temptation.

Secondly, Christians. must ake set them-
selves in earnest to deny the deeds of the
baody, and towak in newness of life. Notbeing

desirous of vain glory, or unduby wishing for the
esteermn and applause of men, not provoking or
enwyirg one another, butseeking to bring forth
more abundantly those good fruts, which are,
through Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory of
God.

Lastly, ome cannot deceive God, Take care to
de good and make this the business. of ones
Iife, Those under the guidance and influences
of the Holy Spirt live a life of fath in Christ.
Believers are ahound in Christian graces and
shall of the Spirt reap life everlasting. People
are all very apt to tire in duty, particularly in
doing good. Howewver, if belisvers remaln faith-
ful, and faint not: they are sureto reap in due
SEIEOM

Church School
Book Club

January 2012
Discussion I:Ii‘tr 21 Januany 2012

1000 AN, — 1130 A M.
My Fathers Houge, Dijorn Moss, 2008

Fe‘::rLJarj 12
D Eelssian Date: 18 F:hru:rrzilﬂ .

10:00 AM. — 1130 A0
Faithiul, Kimberly Gash Tate, 2010

Faithful 5 aboutthree women whose belief in
Gods faithfulness & Being tested. Ehr:l ssmﬂlz
and turnlng 4 on the day her: \rnung:rﬁstrr B
getting married, When the best man sweeps.
her off her fest, Cyd & torn betwesn impulses
and walting for the man she knows i= right far
het. Meanwhile het friend Dana discovers her
hishand & having an affair. Though he apolo-
pgizes and says he wans their marriage to
work , she musi decide whether or notto trist
him, At the same time Phyls' husband is an-
taganis fic towards her faith, and when she
meets a man who loves God and teats her
well, she has-to dedide where her heartshauld
be
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St1. John AME Church

229 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256) 534-3265

(256) 534-6828 Fax

Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,ong

Et. Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Daws, Episcopal Supervisor
Reverend Oliver Allen, Jr., P residing E Ider
Reverend Dr. Patrick Clavhorn, Pastor

Mer prefi
U.5. Postage
PAID
Huntswville, AL
Fermit Na. 240

INDNJG

Important Dates to Remember

danuary 20 Family Fun Might, 800 prm, sponsared by the Church School
danuary 25-28 WMS Executive Board Meting, Birmingham, Alabama
January 29 Sth Sunday Service, 10:00a.m,
MWALC Guarterly Lay Mesting
February 12 Founder's Day, General Officer Clement Fugh, Guest Preacher,
200 amand 10:E0 am
February 19 Welcome Reception for Rewerend Parick D, Clayborn and Family
February 22 Ash Wednesday Service, 5,30 pm

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus & Lord" and belleve inyour heart
that God raieed him from the dead, you will ke saved. Ramars 10:8

Thaught for the Marth —

“| know the plans | have far you, says the Lard, plans for your welfare and notfor harm, to give

vou afuture with hope" - Jeremiah 22:11 (MRS
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Pastor's Meditation

Remembering the Worship of Gad in Black History Maonth
Rev. Patrick B, Claybom, Ph.D.

Remembenng the Ciyl Rights everment durng Black History Manth is a noma adivity, Bnnging back
to mind the marches, the sit-ins, the protest songs, the freed om rides, the NAACP, the SCLEG, SHNCC,
CORE, the angry mobs, the police, the dogs, the ire hoses, the violenee, the seemingly small victories of
love over Walence, and the nation's reaction to these events being televsed is part and paeel to this rec-
ollestion. For many, recounting the role ofthe Black Church is most crudal. Out of this ingibtion came
many ofthe |leaders of the mowverrent. The Black Church was the meeting place for strateg v sessions,
planning meestings, rallies; and so much more.  bwas the Ulaum ofthe freedom fght.

Yet, in the midst of all of these memores, many trget a question that was rased durng the Cil Rights
i wement. Rew, Or. Howard Thurman questioned the use afthe church as the center br Givil Rights. He
asked ifthis fight for freedom was prirmary inthe church's mission arifthe use of the church was a result
of segregation (i2. he Black Church was the only place where Blacks could gather feely). Though this
guestion brought Or. Thurmman great diticlsm, his effort was not withowt mert. © mising this critique, Or.
Thurrman highlighted a growing irmbalance in the Civil Fiﬁghu hdwement, While there was great emphasis
Reve E 1d PATER O, Chytan on sodal justice wia mass efiorts; the movermrent — Thurman's opinion — did kss to encourage the

individual responsiblity. I his autobiography, he :iates. “There are times when guidance as to tech-
niques and strategy is urgent, when counsel, suppot, and coledive diredt action are mandatory,  But
there can newer be a substiute for taking personal esponsibdly br social change. The word ‘personal’
applies bothtothe individual and the erganization —inthis instance, the church.”

Or. Thurrran did not raise this issue to denigrate the movenent; rather, he asked the question to put the
outward ight for freedom in proper perspective.  For Or. Thurman, the primary rwle of the church is to
ﬁr-:-'u'i-:le a zpace for one to ercounter God. Out ofthat person’s encounter will ensue an imperative or

er erhim to tear down all that helds others kack fom encountedng God. Or. Thumman beliesed that-ater
a person encountered God | she orhe will hunger fr another encounter. In order fr that second engoun-
ter to accur, the person must remose (or at least make the attermpt of emoving) the spirtual bamiers of
her or his neighbors, Therefore, the Civil Rights kdowement — for Or. Thurman —was an act that flowed out
of an encourter with God. The outward ght for feedom is == condary; the encounter with. God is prirna-
Er Te remain gilant in the effart of liberation, one must continue to seek and hawve the encounter with

od. The person must also male liberation a pers-:ln.ll lifestye — that goes beyond mass mowements
Then, the rmass moverrent for justice tales on a new tone and tenor,

Essentially, Or. Thurman's thought suggests that the Blach Church’s quest for social justice is a
byproduct ofits worship. In worship, the Black Church encourters God. The encounter with God brings
revelation, transtinmation, a testirmany, and a hunger f©r a deeper encounter,  This was not 3 new phe-
narrenan at the inception ofthe Black Church, Far the worship ofthe Black Church has a three -tld hent-
age: the history of worship in Christianity, Judaism, and fraditional Afican religions: h all three religious
cortexts, there is one frue God, and the encourter with that God is radicallytransformative.” The worship
ofthe Black Church results in a transtrmed mindset frthe Afican save —a mindset of feedom. The
acts of freedom that follow —the Underground Railroad; slave rebellions; ighting forthe nerh in the Civil
‘War; founding colleges, barks, and other business; and numerous protests against-Jdim C row
segregation —were the results of its worship, Further, itwas the church's effort to revitalze is
warship. In freging themsehes, they sought to fiee their oppressors —to remove the spiritual
barriers from those whe physically oppressed them.

L il i v e W
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Officers Appointed and
Elected

for Conference Year

Pastar Claybarn appointed the follawing per
sors to serve @ Stewards for this conference
year.

James O, Heywward

Ahbiegail Hugine

Jeanette Janes

M edra Melaniel

G liftan Miller

Otha Owens

Clifton Pears an

Adrienne P-K\Washington

Willie Sandifer

Eddie Sherrod

Martha Smith

Wanona Waton

Hodges Washingtan

These Stewards will be corfirmed by the Quar-
terly Conference.

The follewing officers were elected ata Church
Conference on Januarg 2, 2012,

Tristees!:
Tommy Andeson
Lincaln Briske
Bridget Floyd
Earl Griffis
Karl Gullatte
Cliff Hammond
Erica Harbin
Bewerly Hill
Carl Lewis
Fandy Love
FPearlean Myhand
Glenn Pippen
Lula Rochelle
Ewa Smith
Maeola Snell Peoples
Temy Speight
Gerald Teague
Eill Williams
Lee Williars 1|

Secraay: James 0. Heyward
Treasurer: Nedra L MeDaniel
Financial Secratary: Cora H. Speight

Upcoming Preaching
Engagements

Reverend Sheri to preach
at Lowe’s Chapel

On Sunday, February 23, 2012 d 200 PM,
the women of Lowes Chapelwill present aser
vice entitled " 100 Women In Black: A Bladk His-
tory Manth Finale". The guest speaier for the
serice will be the Rewerend Shen Clayborn,
First Lady at St. John AME Church. All women
attending this service are asked to wear bladk,

Lowe's Chapel United Methodist Chureh is ls-
cated at 480 Sanderson Street, Humsville, Ala-
bama 35B05. The Reverend Waymand K
Emith is the pastar.

The Clayborns to Preach
at Grady-Madison

Grady-Madison AME Church in Madison, Ala-
bama will eglebrate their Church Annbversary
on Sunday, March 11, 2012,

The Reverend Sheri Smith © layborn will be the
preacherfor the 11:00 AM Annversary Service
and the Rewverend Patrich Claybarn will be-the
preacher for the 3:00 PM service. The St.John
Chair will render musie at the afternaon service
andthe uwhers will serve.

St John members are encouraged to support
the Clayborre with their prayers and attend-
ance an March 11th

The FHewverend Debra Ballard & the pastor of
Grady-Madis on.

February 22, 2012
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METHNONOIST

Children’s Eible Study
(CBS)

By hlary Fankin

Children's Eible Study ({CES) &t 5t John
& "on firg' for Chrst! ThiEs minstry is
dedicated to enhancing the spirtual
growth of our children through a fun:filled
intensive bible based irnstruction.

Each lesson ' child-centered, enpaging
and unique, creating a thirstineach child
to want to learn more abowut Gods Holy
Ward. Enhanecing sach lesson are fe-
view guestions, music, Memory verses,
videoss and logds of fun activities. Snachks,
which are a "hit" with the children, are ako pre-
wided.

We: look forward t© having your child join s
every Wednesday, frarm &30 p.m. - B:00 p.m.
for “CES

A8y Ond vnnia Sesshon of the Leneal Dolerse
ﬁ’?ﬁ?ﬁ‘;}:ﬂg ffff}f;'*ﬂ;f
i T
i, rff;?',ff.;aﬁfwf ﬁfﬁr \' .nr-“b? ff/f/

e &7 - e T 200D
Larl ot Upalmed Basar Lo ciifznlivy Canle?, $asiviliz o zpnzssek

The St John Lay Organzation will sporsar a
chartered b to the Sunday marming warship
service at the AME Church’s General Sonfer-
ence in Mashville, Tennessee. This will be 3
waonderful experience for members of the local
church to join in & Holy Communion Service
with thous ands of AMEs froam around the world
on July 1, 2012

There s asign-up sheet on the bulletin board
for persons to sign if they are interested in at-
tending: The cost for the bus & 320 per per-
zan. The bus will depart the shureh at 7:30 am
an July 1st.

Comact Cassandra Ingram o Hodpges Wash-
ingtan for maore infarmation about the trip,

Vit wwaname church.com far irfiar-
rmation an General Conference,

mare

Dr. Watley to Lead
Stewardship Seminar

Cir, William D, Watley
will lead a seminar an
Stewardship and Tith-
ing far the officers and
members of 5t John.
The seminar will be
| held Marech 14-15 at

G230 prn, nightly. 5i
Jahn has been
blessed by the spirit
filled preaching of Q.
Walley during past
revivalk. Do not miss
this opporunity for
spirtual growth
through theteaching of Dr. Watley .

The Reverend William: D, Watley, Ph, [. is the
Senior Pastor at St Phillip African Methodist
Epscopal Church in  Decatur, Georgia. A
preacher par excellence, D, Watley's hemilet:
cal ability is both nationally and inter nationally
recagnized. He has the distinction of being the
Corference Preacher for the Hampton Univer-
sity Ministers Conference for e comsecutive
vears as well as a Conference Lecturer, 4t the
invitation of the Church of God in Christ, Inc.,
D, Watley preached to over 20,000 people at
their annual International Holf Convocation
He was a lecturer for the Christian MMethodist
Epscopal Church's Pastors Conference held
at:Philips School of Theaology, D Watley has
preached atthe Potter's House in Dallas, Tex
as, as well as Bishop T.D, Jakes' Afen Are
Bwiders ConEmrence.  Moreover, Dr. Watley
has preached on the continents of Africa, Asia,
Australia, Europe, and South America in addi-
tion to the island natiors of Cuba, Barbades,
Bermuda, and Trinidad. A prolifie awther, D
Watley has written and edited over twenty
books.

Br., Watley received he Bachelor of Afs in
Theology frem St Louis University and a Mas-
ter of Divinty from the |nterdenominational
Theological Center. He received a Master of
Philssophy and his Doctor of Philesophy in
Ethics  from Columbia University., He holds a
Broctor of D ivinity from Payne Thealogical Sem-
inary, and in addition, completed postdoctoral
woik at the Ecumenical Institute in Celigmy,
Switzerland and Harvard s Institute for Educa-
tion Manage ment

A Ligwdd deilend e paade W1
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Know Your St. John
Church Members

By Paulett= Bargen

Donnie Thompson

Donnie Thompsan was borm in Muscle
Shoak, Alabama. Beth eof her parents

are deceased, She & the youngest of
eleven children.

Donnie graduated from Calbert County
High Sehoalin 1976, She attended Darr
igl Payne College from 1878 until the
school's closing in 1977, She trams-
ferred to Miles College where she grad-
uated with a BA in Seciology. Donnie
received her Masters in Social Wark
from Alabama ASM University in 2000,
She & curnently "one test away” from
receinding her Iastes in Elementary
Education fram Alabama A5&M University,

D annie meved to Hunkville'in 1887 to stat her
career in social services. She has been ent
pleyed with the Madison County D epartment of
Human Resources as a social worlcer. She has
been with this agency for 22 ¥Lyears, Donnie &
currently a Kinship Care Social Wokier, She
wolks with families who tak e relatives in their
homes to prevent foster care placement.: Don
nie & ako an advooate for the families, she
serves by partnering with churches, organiza
tiorns, fratemities, sororiies and many others to
meet the needs of these families, especially
during the holiday season. She & proud to say
St.dohn has been a hig help to her.

Donnie has a passion for humanity. She & i
vahlied with &8 number of community projects
including her awn, Zhe assisted with raising
money to send to the Dominican Republic to
purehase uniforms and hygiene produets for the
school children. She plans to eontinue this pro-
ject until the next trip in 2093, which & alka her
projected  retirement year. One of Donnie's
wishes i to start a scholaship fund for stu
dents who attend Miles College and Alabama
AfM University. One of her dreams & tostart a
business: She is currently in the planning stag
es of opening @ group hame in the near future
DYAC, (Daonnie's Young Adult Center),

D onnig joined S5t John, Hurtsville, in 18928, She
iz a member efthe Gospel and the Mass Chair,
Mizsionary Society, Stewardess Board and the

AL wliwaead e e VD

e Texting Teen
= MNews |
- By hariah L. Gullatte

Feb 2k12

Happy Mew Year and Yalentine's Day to all
Let's make this year a great one!

IMi=tart off by saying welcame o aur new pas-
tar, the Rewverend Patrick Clayborn, We are
wery excied, fortupate, and hblessed to have
wou here. And | am certain Patrick 11 waill fit
right inl {He & already ry new buddy)

We recently elected the follawing new Y.P.D.
officers for the conference year,
President- Ashley Lewis
Wice president Druscilla Fichard
Secretary- Alicia Brownlow
Treasurer- Xavier Rermbert
Chaplain- Dasha Rembert
FParliamemarian-Wallace Parham
Historiographer- Dasha Joseph
Doyour job well

This year the Giants tock on the Pabios in
Super Bowl XL%. The Giant took home the
winning traphy! And the Lord will continue to
do GIAMNT things in your life tool

That coneludes this month's neas!
U ritil mesct time... TTYL

This menths. Good Mews tet 5 Matthew
161516

"He saith unto them, but whom say ye that |
am? And Simon Peter arswered and said,
thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Radio
Interviews

The Reverend Patick and the Reverend Sheri
Clayborn will be imterviewsd by Mr. Kenny An-
demon an WJOU BO.1 FM an Sunday harch
18th at3:00 P M.
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St. John's January Let Your

- ATTITUDE
Soup Kitchen Report Wake The Difference

Frosperity & Generosity* Subrmitted by Willie W, Heyward

With tharksgiving, we give gensmously | Atitude i not simply a state of mind. ..
and receive abundantly itic ko areflection afwhatwe value,

When Jesus was teaching a3 large erowd | Attitude i more than justsaying you can,..
.. and they became restless and hungry, itis believing you can!

Hiz disciples gathered the food that was

available: five loaves of bread and two | | reguires believing before seeing...

i

fish. Jesus blessed the foed and began  eeing & hased on eircumstances,
to pass it through the crowd. Inthe end, believing & based an faith,
o there were baskets of food leftover.
Aftitude & comtagious...

T Genemosity inspires genercsity, and giv- especiallywhen we allow it t6 turn our
ing:generates abundance. As we give, doubt ofthe past into passions of today
we experience a flow of abundance in andsetthe stage for our tormomows.

aur Ives, We give tharks for eur abundance, in

advance, just as Jesus did Cur attitude allows us to become mare emp os-
ering than money...

"Heference: Daily Word torise above surfailures andte accept

others for whe they are and what theysay

Thank you 5t dehn Soup Minstry supporters kB more important than giftedness...
for your heart of giving. January soups were and iz the forerunner of all skills needed for
donated by M. Caralyn Riss and anonymo us. happiness and success,
Mrs. Zelda Goggars donated a delicious des-
sart with sandwiches provided by Mr & Wis.  Our attitudes can be used to build us up or put
Arthur Burks, us down...
the choice & ours.
We're tharkful for the spiritual and enthis iastic
support of our new churgh leadeship and the | Life 5 10% what happens tous and 90% how
wonderful suggestions for the enhancement of | we respondto it...
this ministry. Thanks forthe usual supportand and it & with this state of mind that we

other generows donatiors frem the Williams and femain ineharge of
the Mvhands and others. Prase God, we
served ovel twenty-one meak for the maonth. QOUR ATTITUDES

Shays make today your best day
Take pride in a job well done

Treat others with res pect

Izolate negative theughts

Treat every neswtask as an opportunity
Litilize your talents daily

Do the job rightthe firsttime

Expect positve outcomes daily

FPlease censider joining us for the soup-Kitchen,
Just some! See yed WMareh 20, 2012 fram
1130100 pom,

And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
locked up to heaven, and hlessed and Broke
them, and gave them to the disciples to set be-
foare the crowd. —Luke 216

The 2012 theme ﬁ:-.‘r' jﬂlﬁ'man American His tory Mo nin i
“Black Women tn Amervican: Culture and His tory. "

www.afncanamercanfustorymontligov
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G entact the church:office for more information.

St. John Participates in

Pictured 3 : frem leftto
right: (zeated) Eva
Smith, Edna Owenrs, Eleanor Burnett, Charlsie Brocks, Lorraine Parham, Bonnie

Thampson (standing) Ernestine Barmes-|very,
Brenda Mack, Charlotte Brisker, Karmen Latimore, Shern Glayborn,
C hristina Mack , and Manica D illibhu )

hembers af St.John served as hostesses atthe Connectional WS Executive Board Meeting

that was hosted by the Ninth Episcopal District at the Sheraton Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama,
danuary 25-28. The hostesses sefved during the Ninth District's reception that was held prier fo

the Cultural Event on Thursday ewvening. Thark you, St John, for your sermice.
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i Habitat for Humanity

2012 Pro-

jects Begins Soon

Thie year's build will be a four bedroam howse at G330 Banks Road for Biane Warmren and her
family, Dianne & ariginally frem Chicage, but has lived in Tennessee and Alabama mest of her
life. Diane, her two daughters, Amanda, 25, and Lindsey, 21, wwe grandchildren, A'shanae, 10
manths, and Linden, 8 months will live inthe house. Dijane is employved with National Copper.

Thie yvearthe groupwill again include Chureh of the Nativity Epicopal, Fist Chrstian, St John,
S5t Matthew's Episcopal; First Preshyterian, Aldersgate United Wethodist, United Chureh CF
Huntsville, and Sovenant Presbyterian, .

DATE DAY ACTITY
Feb. 21,23,25 Tue, Thur, Sat Cutlumber& mark plates, build walk in
warehouse
har. 8, 8, 10 Tug, Thur, Sat Delwver walks tasite, Erectwals and tnsses, HOUSE
R&ISING CEREMONY 2:00 &AM Sat
fdar. 13, 15,17 Tue, Thur, Sat Apply Blueboard to walls, deck roof, install
windows, ext. doors, hurricane clips, and deadwood
Mar, 20,22, 24  Tue, Thur, Sat Imstall poreh beams, harge rafters, facia, atiic

Mar. 2¥, 28, 31

Tue, Thur, Sat

access, electrical roughin, (plumbing, HW&C
raudgh-in by others)

Iretall wall insulation, start vinyl siding, {sheetrodk
by sub)

Apr, 3,5, 7 Tug, Thur, Sat Paint walk, cantinue winylsiding, install shutters

Apr. 10,912,714 Tue, Thur, Sat Clean floors and windows, install winyl tile, landscaps

Apr. 17, 19,21  Tue, Thur, Sat Irstall and paint interior dears and frim, install eabinets,
{plumbing by othesd and electrical fhdures

Apr, 242,28 Tue, Thur, 5at Irstall closet hardware, windew blinds , storm doars,
Bathroom acoess ories

May 1, 3, 8 Tue, Thur, Sat Cateh up wad, touch up paint, clean and wax floos

May g, 10,12 Tug, Thur, Sat Work punch list DERICATION CEREMOMY; Sat. 121

Regular warking hours are from 8:00 A0 to 3:00 PM with 3 breds for luneh around noan,

Lunches are provided on Saturdays enly. Bring carpentry took, a utiliby knife, gloves, ifyou

have them,

fdr. Eddie W hits head, Sr. & the Habitat Mingtry coordinator for 8t John, Contact WMr. W hite-
head or the ehurch effice for mare information an how you gan waork with this ministry.
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Lent—Repentance and Spiritual Renewal
Fe werend Judith & Gardner
tinerant Bder/Eeautive Kninl:d_!rnf 5t. Pau AWE Church, Hamitton, Bermuda

{Areprint ofthe article that was printed in 2007}

- - Far Ehr_ir_ﬁins.HLETt B a time of self
s examination and spirftual preparation. tis
4{, D{?}Iq f"?}(}ﬂl? tﬂdﬁmnilly a period of fasting, and reflec-
; L tion on the erucifixion of Jesus Christ and

lasts 40 days (not including Sundays),

f 1y E? },‘:’]I = The first day of Lent is called Ash Wednes-
- L‘

day and the lastweeh of Lent is called the
Haby wesk which focuses on the crucifizion
and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Long
ago on this day, Christiars dressed in their
old clothes and rubbed ashes antheir fore
heads a a sign of repentance for the
wrong they had committed during the past
wear. In many churches today, there are
still some Christians that have ashes put
an ‘their foreheads at church on Ash
Wednes day.

Jdenlotion

L T e ey

During this period of Lent many will* give
up' a temptation that draws them away
frnrn Zod and athers will “take on. 50ME-

pleasures that are I'.‘.|E|'I|EH during the sea
son of Lent: Some give up smoking. Oth
ers give up chewing gum. Still others give
up owver-eating or cursing. People viow to
give up anything, as long as it preparesthem for Easter.

Aceording to the GCatholic Encyclopedia, “The real aim of Lentis, above all else, to prepare hw
manity for the celebration of the death and R esunrection of Chiist...the betterthe preparation the
muore effective the celebration will be. Dne can effectively relive the nwstery anly with puritied
mind and heart The purpose of Lentis to provide that purification by weaning God's people from
sin and selfishness through sel-denial and prayer, by creating in them the desire to do God's
will and to make HE kingdom come by mak ing it come frst of allin- ‘th.EI.r hearts."

During Lent, Chrstiams remember how the faith of Jesus was tested for 40 days in the wilder-
ness hefore He began his mission of teaching and healing. Jesus shows humanity how to deny
theirseffeh desires inorder that the purpose of God can be revealed and fulfilled intheir lves. |t
‘& recarded In Matthew 4, hew; Jesus was driven by the Holy Spirit to face the dilemma of every
human being, and that &, 'temptation;’ He was tempted by Satan three times and Jesus denied
each temptation. He was tempted to turn stones into bread, to prove who He was by throwing
Himself fram the Temple, and to receive worhip from the nations of the world f He would bow
dowin to Satan. He had to choose whether ta deny self and obey God or to surrender to selfand
the devilwhe & the enemy of Gad.

Jesus overcame temptation through prayer, fasting and standing on the Word of God D Iurlng
this season of Lent, et us develop an inimacy with our Lord, bry converting our minds in order
thatthe pwpose and pleasure of God will be revealed in us through the Holy Seriptures.
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It Is on the WEB

Wit the St John website, stjohname-hsw. org,
aftente stay currenton church information
Heme & a list of some of the infarmation you will
find:

Announcements for last week's bulletin

Pod cast of recent sermons

Information abolt our pastor

The chureh's history

St John AMEN Es ues for the pastyear

LR R R

There & even more information available for
persons who setup a userid, Information avaik
ableto users only includes:

C hurch Dire etory

Sick & Shut-in List

Acolte Schedule

List of Stewards and Trustees

L

Dr. Watley to Lead
Stewardship Seminar

¢l Al | Foaat P A0
Dor. Watley's books on fithing include Bripg the

call Tehe, ]
Fegsong o TRke and Less Than  Thiomng.
Question and  Answers Abowt Tihing. Less
Than Tiooimg! Twentydive Regsons ho Tihke
will be the bas s for theseminar, Cfficers and
members may purchase this book prior to the
seminar from the chure h office,

Know Your St. John
Church Members

At Nrvam w1

Fastors Aid Board. She is akays willing to
help wherever needed. Her goal & to always
do the will of God by semving Hie people. Daon-
nie's family members who attend 5t. John are
Deetra, Earl and Drusilla Fitchard. F amily and
friends are wery important to her, especially
her ehurch famiby.

Donnies favorte soripture is: "l can do all
things through Christ whoe strengthers me”
Philippians <13

Officer's Reading List

Craciing  Yoor Chumh s Code by
Samuel R Chand

Fut Your Deam o the Test by John G, Max-
well

legs Than Tooing: 25 Reasons o Tihe by
Witliam Q. Watley

Pastor's Meditation

AL rrtiread Braew g )

Dr, Thurman's critique was a plea to those who
had logt the balance hetween worship and socal
justice. When we recall the history ofthe Givl Rights
hiaverment and the mle efthe Black Shureh thersin,
let us never forget the primacy of worship. Do not
forget the prayers of hope fom our foremothers in
the midst of their tears. Do not forget the forefather
who feely praised Gad — fomrthe brush harbors and
praise houses of slawes to the ruml Black churches
of those in segregation. Do not forget the s=nmmons
of slawve preachers, alolitionists, and Civl Hghts
workers — who preached the unadutterated gospel of
Jesus. Do not frget the spirntuals of those laboring
in the fields, the work songs of those unjustly incar-
cerated, and the gospel songs of thousands of
churgh choirs. Oo not forget the dancing of the
=aints — ewven when there was no apparent reason
tr dancing. Do not forget the fellowship — during
meals; weddings and sther communal celebrations;
nerals and ether communal lamentations — where
the church gathered ta share joys and shoulder bur-
dens. Do not ©rgetthe inclusion efthe Black Ghurch
—where eventhose who oppressed were welcomed,

Do not forget the worship of the Black Church, Oa
not forget to warship. God for yourselfl Let us alwayws
rerrember to worship God. For, when we wiorship
God in spirt and tnuth, God seeks ater us. Where
God's Spint is; there is liberty.

Lar s ey purap dmen e nlue

TPy Lot

- Ll e LT

cnr sy vk el P e of e ueaid e fuger  Thus
Wk klmmun 18 Dnory Vi asd Sag”
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Bishop Richard Allen: A Man of Prayer

By The Rewersnd Hamer L. vk Call

ItE a oy te have the apportunity to write this arficle during this seasan of celebration of the
faunding of the African Methodist Epscopal Churgh by Richard Allen "who was born a slave to
Benjamin Chew of Philadelphia in the wear of our Lord 1780, on February 14" (The Life, Sxpeark
ence amd Gospel Labors of the Right Rey, Rickard Aflen) Though he was bam a slave, he was
saved, The reader can easily note fram the opening paragraph of his autebiography, that hewas
a praying man. Listen inwardlyto his pleafor merey and salvation and the respanse of faith, wit-
ness and stuchy:

My m other and father and fouwr children of us were sold into Delaware State, near Dover,
and | wasa child and fved with him wnhll wesdowards of twenly years of age, during
which time | was awatemed and rodght to see & yself poor, wretched and wndone, and
without the m ey of God must be lost, Shodly gfer! ablained w ercy Hwowgh the blood
of Christ, and was constrained to exhort my old compamons fo seek the Lord. | went re-
Joicimg Br several daye, and wae happy in the Lo, in conversing with many old expen-
enced Chrishians. | was brouwght under doutts, and was templed o balieve | wes de-
ceived, and was constrained to seel the Lo afesh. | went with my head bouned down
for many days. My sing were @ keavy bordan. | nes Eapled fo believe there was no
memy for me. | ored to the Lovd both might and day. One night | thought kell wowd be
m y porbion, | cried unio Him who delighieth o kear the prayers of @ poor sinner; and all
of 2 sudden m ¥ dungeon shook, my chaine flew off, and dglory o God, | cred. Wy sow
was filed. | crad, enowgh for me—the Sawviour disd. Now m y confidence was shenoth-
ened that the Lowd, for Chrigts sale, had heamd m y prayess, and padoned all my sing. |
was constamed o go flom howse to kouse, exhorting m y oM com pamions, and teling fo
afl @round what @ dear Sawviour | kad foumnd. | joned the Methodist sockety, and meat in
clase at Bewamin Wells’, in the forest, Delanae State, John Gray was the clasgs-deader,
| metin his elass for several years.

More things hawve beenwrought by the aneinting of Richard Allen than we could dream of, Sure
k¢, “the Haly Spirit came upon him and the power of the Highest overshadowed him."” (Luk g 1:35)
Mot only was his own prayer for mercys alvation dominant but also his prayers for physical free
dam which he and his brothers were purchased from Stokeley near Dover in Delaware for two
thousand continental money. Family prayver was akovery important

We left ourmasters house, and | may buly sajf it was fie leaving our fathers house, for
he was a Wnd, afiectionate, and tender-heaned master, and told voto mate hisg house
our hom e when we wee ow of @ place or sick. Whie fving wilh him we had Smily pray-
er in the ltchen, to which ke freguently would come out hmeel & fme of prayer, and
m i mistrecs with him . Atlength ke invited we from the hitohen to the parlowr to hold fam -
Iy prayer, whichk ne atiended to. We had our sltated bmes b kold our prayer m esings
amd give exhoriztions inthe neghborhood,

Mot only wiere Richard Allen's prayers, prayers for merey, for freedom, salvation and family pray
er dominant in his autobiographical narrative but alko his prayers for provision and guidance, |
tmesled down bpon my knees and pra yed that the Lord would ooen some way forme o getm
fiving. Mot only did he pray, serve and rek his life during the Yellaw Fever epidemic in 1793 but
he aka prayed during the walkoutin prayedul protest from 5t George Methodist Church in Phila
delphia in 1787 to establish the Free African Society, a Benevolent Society. Mot only did they
pray with the establishment of Mother Bethel from a Blacksmith shop on the corner of 8" and
Lombard in Philadelphia but ake in the establshment, election, corsecration of the first Behop
of the African Methodkt Epkcopal Churchin 1818, the Right Reverend R ichard Allen. The AME
Church continues to be a wiable, victorious and a vital part of a problematic world winning souls
for Chrietand serving people,
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What If...?
A Celebration of Black History

{ Edited Fom "A World Without Blacks™)
By Karla Redditte

Everwondered what itwould be |k e if therewere no Black people inthe world?

It certainly would be a lot different arcund here, not just in our physical features, bt inthe tems
we use every day.

Look around vour home. Without Black people, we would have to do without a few things.

# Wewould not be able to use an ironing board. Winw? Because itw e Invented by
Sarah Boone, a Black woman.

# Want to corb your hair? Forget about it Combs were invented by Walter Sam-
mons, 3 Bladi man. Den't even think about grabbing a brush because that was i
vented by Lydia ©. Newman, a Black woman, (So, as the kids say, your head would
he "tore up from the floor up™.)

+ Meed a protective hood for firefighters?  Many firefighter lives have been saved
due toinventor Garrett Morgan who imeented a type of respiratory protective hood
{eonceptually similar to modern gas masks),. He ako invented type of traffic signal
and a hairstraightening preparation. He = renowned for a heroic rescue in which he

used his hood to save workers Tapped in atunnel system filled with fumes .

# Youwould not be able to clean your house with a mop. That was imented by

Garrett Margan

Thomas W, Sewart, a Black man.

*

Use a dryer to dry your clothes™ You better hang them up eutside becawse dryers were in-
vented by George T, Sampson, a Bladk man,

Ifyour pencil breaks while macing out vour grocery list and you need a sharpener, well, you
will e out of luck because pencil sharpeners were invented by John Lowe, a Blage man,
Thirk youwould have better luds by reaching for a fountain pen? Mo you won't, because that
weas invented by William Purvis, & Black man.

Want to mow the laven to makie your howse and neighberhood look a Ittle better? Yeou may

want to invest inseveral cows tolkkeesp the grass low hecause lawn mowers were invented by
Johim Burr, a Black man,

Cither items inverted by Blade people? Dust pans, refrigerators, air-conditioning (hallelujahly,
heating furnaces, elechic tolleys, elevators, light bulk filaments, and the lstgoes on and on:

So what fthere were no Black people in the world?

Thank Godwewve never had te find out!
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Respect: Use It
An editarial by Karla Redditte

This: picture had many of us @King! Itshons a heated e
change between President Ohama and Arizona gowvernor Jan
Brewer, The president had just lantded in Phoeniz, and once
; "—'-"'""""'-_: he made his way out of Air Foree One, the governor greeted
Chim: According ta several media reports, the gowernar then
ash ed the presidentto meet with her during his time in Arize
na and towur the border. White House officiak say President
CDbama then reminded her that she described their last me et
Cing together inaceurately in her book, "Scorpiors for Break-
' fast", That is when Brewer stared to get more animated in her
hand gestures, and waved her finger in Presidert Obama's
face.

Governor Bresver says the picture was "out of context'. President Obama says # wias no big
deal

Well, tmay not be a"hig deal", butitis abig lessonwhen it comes to respect.

Inthe book of 1 Peter, Peter wirites a letter of encouragement to the Christians wha were being
persecuted in &sia Minor, He wanted them to know that despite their hards hips and suffering, i
wuas still important for them to follow the example of Jesus, by being brave and trusting in God,

Lz vou get deeper inte the letter, you find Peter addresses the topic of "submiting to rulers-and
masters”, In 1 Peter 2:13- 17, Peter offers this advice:

Subm it yowselves for the Lowd's sabe o every auwthonity mstituted among men whether to the
Mg, as the suprem e authofmty, or to govemors, who ae sent by him o punish thoge who do
wong and to command those who do nght. Foritis God s will that by doing good |, yvou shouwld
sience the gmorant talh of foolish men. Live ag free m en, but do ot wse your feedom fo cover-
g for evil; fve as servants of God. Show proper respectfo everyome Love the botherhood of
beleyers, fear God, homor the fing. ™

Weszee many examples of thie "advice" put inte action long befare Peter penned his thoughts.
Cing shining example was the prophet Danigl. Daniel, an Israelite, was a servantto several Bab-
ylonian kings who ruled Jerusalem. Now, these kings did not serve the "God of Abraham"; they
worshipped a Babylonian idol. Meedless to say, Daniel was never onthe same page with the
kings when it came to values, tradiions, ar pretty much anything ekse. Howewer, Danigl alw
knew his place. While he was intzlligent, blessedwith an awesome gift, and was a member of a
noble family, Baniel knew hewas aservant and not a ruler. He alvays did what he was asked to
da, and us vally thatwas to interpretthe kings' dreams. He did it without complaints, and he did it
well, because everything he said came true,

When Daniel was askedto serwe a god other than his @an, he didn't lash out by rolling his eyes
or his nedd. He didntmumble foul language under his breath artak aboutthe king's rmother. He
simph "went upstais 1o his room wherethe windows opened teward Jerusalem, Three times a
day, he got down on his knees and prayed, giving tharks to God, just as he had done before "
He did what he Krnew was right, and as youlknow, his "res pect’ for others, a well a for himself
paid off in the end in more ways than one--his [fe was spared, and the king ardered all of his

“subjects" to begin serving the God of Daniel

Daniels actiors show that while yau may not agree with evenrdhing a ruler does, respect 5 ak
ways jnarder. There & always an appropriate way to handle a situation, and when that situation
gets a little too tough for you to handle, thats when you step back, continue to do what you
know is rightto do, and ask God to take contral.

A rearedel o e 1
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Parent Wisdom

By Rewerend Yanessa Glowi

Black Peanls for Parends, Enic ¥V, Copage B a collecion meditatiors, affiimatiors, and irspirations
targeted to black parents, however, we are all custadiars of the next generation. W hatever our bio-
lagical lirk to black children, we are their role models, their teachers, their mentors, and their guard-
jans,

FAI TH&#.'? can (f ve us cowrage o face the incenzinges o the fitwre—Martin Luther King, Jr,

Faith iz, perhaps, our greatest weapon. 1t can keep s strong in times of stress, keep us motivated
to build the kinds of lves we dream for oursebres and our families, Yet, strange as it may seem, we
are aften our own worst enemies. We adopt cynical attitudex that cheat v of petential fulfillme nt.
We abandon hope for positive change and learnte live with the inevitable bitterness. Qur shildren
suffer and like sponges absorb our despair.

Without question, we need to be relentless inshoring up our Faith. Daily meditation and positive
thinking can help, B Etancing surseles from negative individuak and actively seeking our inspira-
tiors (through self-help books and biographies, through magazines and lechires) can als o fortify us;
sa, too can Prayer Eric Y. Copage [ 1855)

O this day, | Wil 2ke five minmes to tadlc fo m y ehild and comm unicake ho her the Faith | have in
herand inowr Peable,

Prayer:
Lord we: give you tharks, for those who have fathfully labored for others, Help us to
never farget our histary. Bueen now Lerd, irstill in us a willingness to pray and sedk
your face for ethers. Lord, in the world taday, prayer seems |ke 3 lost-art; but Lord it &
atways the "starting point” when we look to yvou for strength and guidance. So help us
to humble ourselves under wour mighty hand. We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
dowen, but not destroved. et in all these things we are more than conquerors through
Him wha lowved us. For | am pesuaded that nether death or life, nor angel or princi

palities, nor powers or things present, or things to come, nor height or depth nar amy
other ereated thing, shall be able to separate 1w fom the love of God which B in

A rafdervacrl v oupe 1 A
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2012

February lesson reviews werewritten by Claw
dinette Purifoy, 1st Sunday; Willie Sandifer,
2nd Sunday; William Bell, 3rd Sunday! and
Willie Sandifer, $th Sunday.

March 4, 2012

Lesson Title: Wisdom's Part in Creafion
Lessan Scripture! Pronerbs B:22-35

Print: Proverbs 2:1-28

Devotonal Songs: #86[, #2558 [, and #243 []
Hey Yerse: "Hear irstruction, and be wise,
and refuse it not’ (Proverbs B:33),

Wedom & personified in the first sight chap
ters of Proverks a "she'. Just ke a mother,
she provides wise counsel and protection to
her children, She reminds us thatshe and the
krowledge that she holds is not seme recent
innocvation butthat she was presentwhen God
made the heavers and earth.

Principles of right and wrong are not human
imvention but are embedded in the very fabric
of creation and the eyele of [fe. Wisdom calls
out for & to come to her. We are challenged
to (1) hear and obey the voice of Wikdom,
submissively and with a willing heart comply
vuith the word of God and (2) be comnscientous
doers ofthe Word. She abo warns thatthose
who rejectwizdom are going agairst the wvery
principles God built into the world and are on
a path of self-destruction,

Wedom & more than knowing the rules. of
right and wrong; it is @ matter of knowing God,

March 11, 2012

Lesson Title: The Waord Became Flesh
Lesson Scrpture: John 1:1-14

Print: Jahn 1:1-14

Bevotional Songs: #25 [|; #2571 []; and #243[]
Hey Yerse! "The Ward was made flesh, and
dwelt ameng us (and we beheld his glory, the
glary as of the only begotten of the Father))
full of grace and truth” {John 1:17<4)

In the lesson we zee Gods. creative Word
showing up in human form to maie Himself
known to us in plain, human terms. Jesus is
God manifest in the flesh so that we can un-
derstand who our Gad truly 5. As God abewe,
He was far removed from us. &= God in the
flesh, He came near and tock en aur human
substance and became one of \&. He made
all things, and in His incarnation He made life

and light availakle to a world that wa spiritually
dead and living in datkness.

Kings and leaders hawve those who go hefore
and announce their coming, andso twas when
the Woard became flesh. God sent a man, John
the Baptist ahead of HE Son to announce Hie
ceming so that ne ane would be taken by sur
price or be without proper preparation,

Jesus made the whole waerld of mankind, but
that world did not recognize whe He was. He
came specifically to HE own homeland and His
own people, Israel K was to these people that
God gave Hie Word and the prophets, the sacri
ficial systerm, the priesthood, and sa much more,
The Jess had every advantage; but when the
Messiah came, kBrael by and large did not re-
ceie Him.

March 18, 2012

Lesson Title: The Wedding & Cana

Lesson Scripture: Jahn 2:1-12

Print John 2:1- 12

Tenative Devotional Songs: #221[), #2272 []; and
#2431

Hey Verse: "This beginning of miracles did Je
sus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested farth his
glary, and his disciples believed an him" (John
211

In the first chapter of the Gospel of John, the
apastie Johr's account of the life of Jesus he-
gire with different kinds of witness to the person
and power of lesus Christ, the witness of John
the Baptist and the witness. of Jesus fo the. first
dizciples, John 2:1-12 gives us the winess of
the sign of water turned to wine. This sign
shows Jesus. power to transfarm the erdinary
human life of HIS PECQPLE to one of abundani
joy and HIE authority to clearse the religious |ife
that it rmay be pleasing to GOD and prepared for
the transforming power of the Holy Spirt. The
physical miracle was performed in erder that it
might be a sign of the spiritial miracle thatthe
Lord would pedfarm inthe life of everyone who
comes to HIM

At the wery beginning of Jesus' ministry, this
sign symbolzed the gloricws mision of Jesus.
He came to tramsform the “water of Judaism
with its legalism from oubvard and dull formali
ties such a prescribed fastings, inte the joyous,
exhilarating “wine" of the Christian gospel. Je
sus spoke of HIS teaching as "new wine” in

i i dav R A1)
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2012

ALt el o g 4 Lesson Scripture; John 3:11-21; Numbers
Luke 5:3. The Old Testament prophets | 24.4:8
sopmetimes used "wing" to symbolze an in- | PAift: dobin 3:91-24

terse joy and heart satefaction in God Him- | Tertative Devotional Songs: #4014 []; #345 )
seff. Although drunkenness was a great de- | gnd #243(]

grace, wine was corsidered an essential at | Hey Verse: "Godso lved the world, that he

1"'15 F every feast When the wine was gone, JESUS | gave hi only begotten Son, thatwhosoever
LT"' L/ recopgnized that it was more than a miner 5o | believeth in him should not perish, but have ev-
E cial embarrasment, since the family had an | glasting Ife” (John 3:16)
— obligation to provide a feast of the socially

F required standard, for there was no great vartk | Thi lesson explores the simple solution God
ety in beverages, people normally drank water | has offered us for this great dilemma through
arwine, and JESUS fulfiled the need. His Son Jesus Christ. He died so that we might
live., Sahkeation comes when we trust Him and

o, .ﬁ'E‘ The old wine & like the old order of things, | what He has akeady accomplished for us. Mice
teath Jewish religious Iife where ane tried to keep | demus approached Jesus by night and heard
the Temn Commandments and FAILED and | waords that milliors would not only hear but also

where pure joy was alvays overshadowed by | memorize in the centuries to follow.
a senze of SIM. The new wine was produced
by & creative action that ONLY CHRIST can | Jesus and His disciples had been honest about
perform. Jesus Ghist came to give people @ | sarthly things, but the unbelief of Micodemus
MEW LUFE, & NEW CREATION, a NEW | and others prevented them fram trusting Jesus'
BIRTH. This NEW JOYOUS UFE in GHRIST | more lofty teachings, The only one who could
is.infinitely better than the ald. speak authoritatively about heavenly things was

the Person wha had been in heaven, that per
The original water in the jarsspeaks of Jewsh | son ks Jesus,

legal cleansing, which could never satisfy the

comscience because itwas only 3 shadow of | Jesus reminded Micodemus of God's sending
that which was to come accarding to Hebrews | serpents inte the midst of the grumbling, unbe-
B2 15. When the Lord, at HIS death on the | jieving [sraelites in the wildermess as judgment.
croes, provided true clearsing fram SIN, | TGiplythose who looked uponthe hronze serpent
CHRIST also provided the unspeakable joy of | Moses erected on a pole were healed. &5 the
a life freed from guilt, lived in the presence of | Israeltes had to believe help would come when
GOD HIMSELF., JESUS CHRIST BRINGS. | they looked up at that which represented their
0%l JESUS exchanged "legalistic water” far judgment, se now sinners must look with the

the "wine of joy" of the HOLY SPIRIT. If JE- | ayes of faith to Christ. Having been made sin for
SUS manifested HIMSELF first at a marriage | sinners, He paid for their sin.

union, it was surely to reveal that when HE is
given HIS rightful place in FARMILY life,
BLESZINGS will followe. Itis HIE desire to give

J0% to HIS awn. Jdain us far Church School
at 9:45 AM each Sunday!

Finally, wine was used in the Old Testament
and Mew Testament days, athough conse
crated perseons such as priests and Mazirites
were cammanded to ABSTAIN from wming it
The wine used atthis feast was genuine wine,
it did not have the algoholic content of most
dlcoholic beverages of ow present day, Ao
cording to ancient Rabbinic recards, the Jews
drark their wine in a midure composed of two
part  wine to three pars water. JESUS
ZHRIST BRINGS JOy1I

March 25, 2012
Lesson Title: God's Word Saves
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Respect: Use it

et dovaceted foeans g 4 2

&z a veting adult, | have lwed under thres
W.5, presidents, and | have not agreed with
every decision made by amy one of them-
FPresident Obama. included. Howewver, | was
not woted to be in this position. They were,
and as "ecommanders in chief’ af this nation,
these three [ & well & former and future pres-
iderts) deserve my respect, no matter the po-
litical affiliation arthe color of ane's skin,

EBeing "POTUS" & not an easy task. We do
not know everything that goes on behind the
scenes when it comes to making decisions for
an entire country, Howewer, | do believe that
gach ene of these men maies decisions
based on what he truby believes & good far all
Americans, and that & what we wote for them
toda.

Fresident are oument day "rulers”, and be-
cause God has placed them in their place for
areasan, we needta stay in our place for that
reason. Mow, I'm not saying not to exercise
your freedom of speech when necessany to
speak out on wrongdoings. However, there &
an appropriate way to de it Gowvernor Bresw
ers way was not the way.

Az we move forward, let us remember Peter's
avice to C hristians, which & to 5 how proper
respect to those in authority, whether it is our
nation's president or the manager anyour job,
Let u= also remember Daniel's actions, which
showthat when you feel the respect "meter” s
starting te run on empty, "ge in your room, get
down en vour knees, and pray, just as you've
done befare".

Use respect...or lose respect

Parent Wisdom

L iweiiaetl Meam g LT

Christ Jesuz our Lard, R emars 8:37-30

As a Thoughkiial Parent: "ane may plant, ane
may water, but ' B God who gives the in
crease, Mow the ore wha plants and waters
have the same purpose and will be rewarded
for his labor. For we are Gods fellow waorloers,
God's field wokers and Gods building wark-
ers." 1 Caorinthians 3: 5-9

_CZ...aW
o & dovesl’

G fjanz 13; 4a

Church School
Book Club

February 2012

Discussion Date: 18 Febuary 2012
10:00 A M, — 1120 AW,

Tﬂ-ﬂ ﬂi’fe Tm'.:l Lz, "u'Tﬂt.uﬂi Ehrmhph!rhﬂur
ray, 2008

March 2012
: Discussion Date: 17 March 2012
1000 &AM —11:30 A M.

Faithfid, Wimbserly Cash Tate, 2010

i & about three women whose belief in

Gods faithfulness & being tested. Cyd is single
and turning 40'an the day her ',r:lungarslstef [
geting married. When the best man sweeps
her aff her feet, Cyd & tom huhreerr Impukes
and waiting far the man she knows & right for
her. Meanwhile her friend Dana discovers het

‘husband Is h’i!a'|ﬁn- an affalr. Though e ipnh:—

gizes and says he wants their marriage to

‘work, she must degide whether ar not to trust

hirm: 4t the same time Phyllis' husband k& are

-hﬂnﬁsﬂt towards her faith, and when she

meets @ man who loves God and treats her.

well, she has to decide where her heart should
be.




St JohnAMEN Page 17

March 2012

Vied Thu

Sun Ivlan Tue Fri Sat

1 2 3

SH0am.

viadh Fram Daree
Rehearsd
GO pm. 100 am
Mem Grdr fida Bl tes g
Rerearns

-4 3 5 f & g 10

S Am.
AO0am ; Yoy Pralie Doree
530
Waelp Fifl-Phr ReE Irg Rehearsd
S:d5am,
; lf ] 1030 am.
Chreh Schonl 530 pm. Tk
10503 m Ef0pm, Payer Senilce b prics AR EN Sttt Meg tig
Wam 3:_“2:2::: bk Chss i &
GIEpm. Ehilirer's Choir Refessal
AMEN OEADLINE Gopel Chall

Nzrearnal

11 12 13 14 15 16 ¥

Bo0am
Woelp s .
o:ASam. o Aol mm.
Edsam. Stewardship Seminar VT e
13503 m EIOp m BIOpmM. h ’
Wion i ip Argk AJUIMINTEY | Son of Allen Meelrg 8:30 p.m., nlghthy {100 8m.
The Reverend Doctor William . Witatley, CHkress Char Relearal
|G RADY-MADIE QN Presenter
ANNNERSARY

18 18 20 A5 22

2 23 24
BROam, 5 S0 am.
NoElp ‘foudh Pralse Darve
g:dSam. EOUP &30 pm r froct oo b
Clrel Sciool KITCHEN BB
| 0503 m T 11zeam—imopm, FEET SR §10m ikt Adres 3
Wdarip Crele AuLil AATEp Mee Chona Rebe sl

Minth DistrictWinter Meetings

73 26 27 28 29 30 31

- .. Sa0am.
godam, i Yo Frale Daree
Wagip i o o 21 Rzreorsd
Qdsam. Eon .30 . =

Ehn ek School b PEIVED e i s
|0=E0am Retwams bk CBis Man Chons Re e
Wonil BT m

Srgk Adul MRtk




st John A MEN February 2012 Page 20

S1. Johin AME Church Mar prefit

229 Church Street LS. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntswville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax Eerm N

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

Rt. Reverend James L. Davis, Servart Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Epizcopal Supervisor
Reverend Oliver Allen, Jr., Presiding E lder
Reverend Dr. Patrick Clayborn, P-astor

Important Dates to Remember

February 19 Welcome Reception far the Pastor Clayborm and Family,
Huntsville Board of Reatars, 00—2:00 P

February 21 Lay Organization Megting, 2:00 P
February 22 Ash Wednesday Service, 530 PW
February 26 Lowe's Chapel United Methodist Church,
The Reverend Sheri 0. Smith Clayborn, Guest Preacher, 3:00 P
March 3 Otficia Board Meding, 10:00- AR
Marzh 11 Grady- Madison AME Church Anniversary, 300 P
March 14-1& Stewardship Seminar, The Rewerend Dodor William 0. Watley,

Guest Presenter, 30 PM

March 22-24 Minth Episcopal District Winter Megtings, Sheraon Hotel,
Birmingham, Alabama

Thought tar the Marth
“Lest our feet stray fram the places our Godwhere we met Thee;
lestour hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee,
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, frue to our native land”
James Weldon Johnson, "Lift Every Woice and Sing”

INDNJG
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Pastor’'s Meditation

Processing Your Worship

Mad 19-13

Lent & a time of intrespection and contemplation, We dery suseles certain pleasures and
steal away from the busy schedules of our lives in arder to focus an Geds will for our lives: 2s
we journey through this Lenten season, | encourage each of you to process your worship of
God. Whenever we wors hip - whenever we have an encounter with God, we have to process it.
We haveto geta handle on what just happened. Ewven-if we never fully understand it — and we
will not - we have o ryto makesomeseme of itfor our ling.

This is where we find Jesus in Mark 1:8. He had his encounter with God in the Jordan. John
baptzed Jesus. When Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavers open and the Spir-
it descend like a dowve, God said, "You are my beloved son in whom ['m well pleased” Yes,
Reue ® 1o Parth O.CRyDON | Jegys & the Son of God. Jesus is a part ofthe Trinity as God, the Son. Jesus canwak onwa-
ter and calm the raging sea. But, let us not forgetthat Jesus was fully human. Paul says that
“though Jesus was in the farm of God, he did not regard equality with God a5 something te be
exploted”

SoJdesus emptied himself —"taking the foarrm of a slave being bornin human lkeness and hum-
hied hims elf and became obedient to the point of death even death an the cress"”’ (Phil. 2:8-8).
desus was human —just ke you and me. Therefare, Jesus hadto recencile his encounter with
God with his human senses, What does all of this mean™ Why are the heavens apening for
me?Why is the Spirit des cending on me™Why & God singling me out?

Do you evel have guestions like that? Why & God moving in my Iife the way? Why is God
speakingto me inthis way? Why & God being silent now? Wiy are certain people leaving me?
Wiy are cerain peaple jaining me?What is the Spirt deing in my life™? How should | respond to
all ef these things™ W you e ke me, you probably have even more guestions. Howewer, the
central question 5 how do we process worship? How do we process the encounter? How do
wee attack all of those guestions™

First, we nesd space. The wonderful thing about Ged & that Ged knowvs what we need and
when we need it. Obwviously, Jesus needed space immediately. Therefore, the Spiit immedi
ately drove Jesws info the wildemess, Jesus was expelled into a desert: He was cast out just
as he would later cast out dermons. After all of that glorious worship he had atthe Jordan, he
was cast out into nothingness. He was placed in a liminal space. He was put inte an'in be
twween. He was subject to a holding patein. Haolding patterrs may not feel good, A wilderness
trip may not feel good. If the Spirt & driving us, then the holding patermn & good for us! God
rnegds our undivided atterntion, God desires one-on-one fime with us, God removes all of our
distractions ‘in the wildernezs. Thus, we have the spirtual, emetional, and physical space to
process ourworship,

I Rl arniend v e
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Pastor's Meditation
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Second, vwe hawe to be tested spiritually. Test help us see haw much information we have
processed. They ako inform us how well we have processed that information, Interestinghy, the
gospel of Mark does nmot include the interplay between Satan and Jesus in the wildernezs (turn
these stones into hread, ete). We find that interaction in the gospek of Luke and Mattheiw. Why
wiould Mark leave i out? Scholars suggest that Matthew and Luke had other sources that Mak
did mot have. Same preachers say that Mark did not want to give the devil that much fame. So,
[ark reduced the devilto a footnote. What Mark does — by not giving us a pretest —is leave us
open, Your test will nat be ke my test. Y our storm will be different from my storm. Therefore, you
cannot ook owver my shoulder for your answers.,

Sorme getupset because they feel they have alieady failed the test. Here & the good news. While
wie are still living, we have another chance to take the test. Jesus had 40 days in the wildemess
et there & some bad newes: Just hecause we may pass the test the firsttime does not mean that
the testing s ower. Satan will keep testing our spirts, Passing a test once does notmean that we
really k now the information! In arder to master something, we have to be ahble to do it repeatedly,
This spiritual test aids us in processing our wors hip.

Third, we hawve to be tested by life: Mot every test i from the devil. Sometimes, [fe just hap
pers, Allsickness is not from the devil. Thatpink slip on the job & notfrem a man‘in a red suit
helding a pitchferk. Just 3 Jesus had toface the natural context of the wilderness, we will have to
face the natural context of aur wildernesses, Jesus had to deal with wild beasts, We, too, wil
have to deal with wild beast. Wild beask are a part of the terrory, When King David was a
shepherd, he had to deal with bears and lions. Daniel had o face lions; the three Hehrew boys
confranted the flames of the furnace. The widow of Zarapheth endured a faming, We will have to
face the wild beasts on our Lenten journey. We will have to handle the less of loved ones, the
mistakes of people who love us, the atitudes of foks whe do not know us, and our @an shotcom
ings. We wil have to deal with wild beasts of our memories, our mistaies, and our desires,
These wild beasts are vicious!!!

Before accepting defeat frorm those beasts, be reminded that "the earth & the Lord's and the full
ness thereof and all they that dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1) Those beasts do not hawve moare power
than God. They are anly able to do what God allows. They are anly on assignment to give us aur
test. The beasts — and Satan & well - do not realze that when we get done with the test, we Wil
get stronger instead of weaker. For in facing our wild beast, we will have processed even mare
aurwomship of God!

Findly, God will give us help. We are notin this wildermess by ourselves, Angels are waiting on
us. Mark says that angels waited on Jesus, Yes, thie can meanthat angels served Jesus. H owew-
er, if we superimpose an unintended meaning of "wail” onthe text we can interpret Mark as s ay-
ing thatthe angels werewaitting an Jesus to finish. Perhaps, the angek are waiting for us 1o finish
taking the test. Maybe, they are waiting for us to take the test! The angek will not bring the aid
uritilwe take the test. God does not reveal the way until we take the step. God does not bring the
resolution until we rmake the effort ta process our worship. Se take the test. Process the wars hip.
Contemplate God's will far your life. sk gquestions. Make deciEiors. F ace the wild beask. When
wee ‘do this, Godis faithfulto send angek. Theirpresence inthewilderness & a foreshadowing of
what 510 come at the end of Lent, For on the third day after Jesus' crucifizion, angels were near
the empty tomb.. WAITING on the deciples to getthere,

Frocess your waorship this Lent. God is waiting on you!
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Ash Wednesday Began
the 2012 Lenten Journey

Lent is a |turgical (public religious
worship) season that lasts <0 days,
excluding Sundays and & celebrated
by Ghristians across the world, Lent
atways begire on Ash Wednesday
and ends on Holy Saturday, leading
tothe =eason of Eastertide. Lent &
representative. of Jesus being led into
the wilderness by the Spirt for <0
days and 40 pights. During thi times
He endured great temptation but was
able to withstand because the Spint
was leading Him, Just as Jesus’ time
in the wilderness prepared Him far His three
year minsty, the Church wses this 40 daysea
son similarly, The 40 days prepare the Church
to appropriately remember Jesus' minstry and
ultimate sacrifice. This s why the season leads
to Resurrection Sunday, Lent also helps the
Church to prepare collectively and individualby
for s cortinued minitry in the warld.

5t John's Ash Wednesday service was held at
G630 pm op February 22 The devation was led
by the Praise Team. Brother Tommy Anderson
offered prayer and Medra McDaniel, Dennis
Deloach, and the Reverend Sheri Clayborn
read the scriptures. Prior ta the Ash Wednes-
day message, worshippers were inwvited fo

share their tesfimaonies.  All were prayerdfully
received,

Pastor Claybarn brought the mediation foar the
evening. The title of the meditation was
"Processing Warship® with text from Matk 1:13-
1

The ceremony of the ashes was led by Pastar
Glayborm and the ministerial staff, The closing
prayer was offered by Pastor Clayborn.

During the 2012 Lenten Journey, St Jdohn
members are asked to prayerfully malke the
followsing commitmients |

Praying, at least, buo (2) times & day at @ am
and & pmifar;

Chureh Leader=hip

WVision

Minitries of 5t John AMEDC
Growth of 5t John AMEC

Family Time

Spring Revival Scheduled
for April 11-14, 2012

St John will hold its Spring Revival on Saril 11-
14, 2012, Services will begin at §:30 p.m, night-
k. On Friday, the facus will be en youth and
woung adults and willfeature the Alabama A&M
Gospel Chair, The Revivalist will be the Rew-
erend Banlkale Alinbinu.

The Reverend Bankole Skinbinu was set apart
toserve and proclaim the Good M ens of Jesus
Christ at an early age. He accepted Jesus
Christ a his pemsonal Lord and Savior at the
age often and wis later called into the Gospel
Ministry at spdeen years of age.

The Reverend A inbinu & committed to eduga-
tisn. He began his undergraduate studies at
Liberty Universiy in Lynchburg, YWirginia, trans-
ferring his sophomare year to ' Washington Bi-
ble College: in Lanham, Maryland, where he
eammed a bachelars degree in Bible Theolsgy.
In kMay 2010, The Reverend Akinkinu was con-
ferred the Masters. of Diwinity Degree fram
Princeton Thesolegical Seminary in Princeton,
Mew Jersey,

In danuary 2012, The Reverend & inkinu was
called to be the Pastor of BaptEt Grove Church
in Raleigh, North Carolina. Prior 1o serving in
the pastorate, he faithfully served as the Yeung
Adult Assistant Pastor at Community Bible
Baptist Chureh, under the pastoral leadership
of The Reverend Dr. Clevester 0. Wimbih
He ako served as the Minister to Youth and

Tl e dl g o)
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Guidelines for AMEN
Contributors

We thank each person who contril-
utes to the AMEN sws|etter, F ollowing
are some guidelines, which mary writ-

ers are using already, which will carr

tribawte: W@ wnifarmity.  The editarial
staff will give specific guidance when need!
exceptions are indieated. Pastor and Rewverend
Clayborn will cornpeose their articles as they are
500 ins pired.

Event articles should akvays include whe,
what, when and where. Writers are asked ta
ise third person. In some instances second
person would be appropriate or necessary.
Flease avoid first person with the noted ahove
exception. Please avoid contractions. Articles
on events that have already oceurred should
bein past terse.

Feature articles which cover a special service
can he a3 page or less {approximately B00
words) | especially f there are photos accom
parying the article (Founder's Day, Women's/
Men's Day, etc)

Regular articles or entries can be ane para
graph to ene calumn ! approxirately one half
page or 300 wards far a column, (e.g.there are

irspirational peoems that have been wed that
are brief),

Sunday school reviews should be ane to two
paragrapls for each lesson, noting shorter
better for months with five: Sund ays.

Spring Revival

L Mo R T
Young Adults at St James AM.E. Church in
Mewark, M ew Jerseay,

The Reverend Akinbinu has heen abundantly
blessed with the sppartunity te express the gift
God has given him en varows platforms, i
cluding universities, revivals, conferences, and
worshipservices around the country.  1n 2070,
The Reverend Akinbinu was the recipient of
the Aaron E. @ast fAward in Urhan Ministry,
which B given annually to 3 member af the
Pringetan Theological Seminary community
who demaonstates a unigue gifting for minster
ing within a major metropoltan area.

The Reverend Akinbind and hiE wile
have one daughter, Alivia Alexandra.

Angel

The Reversnd &kinbiny B commited to
spreacing the Gospel because he bhelieves that
God's Word 5 akle totransform and emponer
all'that believe, He stands on the promise of
Fhilippiars 1;8 "He that hath begun & good
woik in yvou i Tathful o perform it until the

day of Jesus Ghrist.”

‘Bl j,

T Send the Proms
o (1Y Faher ujon gou
it Hfu ri'1 ety ¢ Jenusalen
Ut gy are endued with
"I SUE ¢rom on figh,”

ke 24°46)

I_'I'_L

Maundy Thursday
Service Set for April 5th

Thusday of Haoly
Week & known as
Maundy Thursday.
It & the anniversary
of the last supper
Jesus ate with his
disciples on  the
evening before the
cl ueifizion. The
name ‘comes from
the Latin terrm, man-
daturn_meaning "Command." The command
as originally given, was for the followers to
cantinue to remember by washing feet & a
=ign of humility. Howewer, the carmtempaorary
interpretation & that the meal tself & cont
memorated a5 an act of remembrance.

This wear 5t. John will host & Maunedy T hurs-
day Semvice at 6:30 pm an Thursday, Aprl 5,
2012, Al arewelcome to attend!
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St. John's March
Soup Kitchen Report

itis notwe, butthe ©hrstwithin who
does the work!

Saint John AMEC strives to be a benefi
cial presence in aur community. The
menthly "Soup Kitchen" & asmall minis-
try offered along with mary other aut
reach ministries that our Lord ealls us to
do. These service callings hind us to-
getheras a church family and weave us
closer to our community.

T e are committed to being a beneficial
presence inour city, and prayerfully ou
"soup kitchen" demomstrates the love
and ‘compassion that we hawve for these in
need,

Thanks againto ehurch membes who come ta
share. Special tharks to hrs. Paulette Bargon
and M. Lenita Rachelle for delicious seup de
natisrs. Thanks ako to eur wonderful Kok
nonia Minietry and D Dillibunt-for sandaiches
and desserns.

Kudos to the AMEN Staff for donating two
wonderful soup kettles that the entire church

famiby weill utilize.

Chret & all and in all. — Colossiars 3:11

When I Survey the
"Wondvrous Cross

By kaac Wiatts

Whan T rurvey the wondrows cross
on which the Prince of Glory disd;
my richert gain I count but [ocs,
and pour contempt on all my prids.

Mw:ﬁﬂﬁﬂlﬁ il:

.||'!

Definition and
Scope
of Lay Ministry

i wou are nota minister, you are a lay person.
The word laty 5 defined a "people: of God” It
& threugh invelvement in the Lay Ministry that
we learn how laws of the AME Chureh are
made, how bishops are elected and pastors
ordained, how the AME Church carries out its

ministries globally, and what the church does
with collected funds. The Lay Crganization &

where vou can make a positive difference in the
direction of the shurch!!

At Oloaicrerimian Sewine of rthe Derel Unnferznes

f';’ Hf’?.f}'f'f?' f‘;lf/;x, N
o _/ir,u}mm" ffr .! ?/ /’f

5_5;'3'_-? L II.":-'-‘:Z;I' +or

Garland Ubinlaed been ) ol Coneenliv Lanlar Nairidlld  srmisssee

Sign Up taday for the St John
Lay Crganization's bus trip to
General Conference an July 1st.

The E’I'; John L:jr_.ﬂrg:n'lz'ijiﬁn will spensor a
chartered bus te the Sunday morning worship
senfice at the BME Churchs General Confer
ence in Nashville, Tennessee. This will be a
wonderul expetience for members of the local
church to Jain in a Hely Communion Service
with thousands of AMEs from around the world
onduly 1,2012

There B & sign-up sheet on the biilletin board
for pesons to sign if they are interested in at
tending. The east for the bus i 320 pe per
son. The bus will depart the church at7:30 am
onJuly 1st

Contact Eassandra Ingram or Hodges Wash-
ingten for mare: information aboutthe trip.

Wiksit wwv.ame-church.com for mare infor-
mation an General Conference
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Ms. Mattie McKinney
Honored for Years

of Service

his . Wiz Kinney, Rew. Sher and Pastor Claybom

On Sunday, February 12th, 5t John henered

M. Mattie MeKinney far aver 10 years of s ar-
vice: as Administative Assistant. Ms. Mokin

ney retired from that pesition en February 3rd.

Members offered their congratulations during
a reception thatwas held in the 5.5, Hereford
Fellowship Hall. 2= they fellowshipped, they
enjoyed caie and punch.

Thank wou, Ms. Mckinney, for your faithful
service and may God hless you as you transt
tion to the nextseason in your life,

South Birmingham-
Huntsville-Bessemer
District Conference

April 14tk
Bethe, Hamewood
Birmingham, &labama
Rew, Christopher Burnett, Pastar
Rew. Oliver Allen, Presiding Elder

Radio
Interview

The Rewverend Patrick and the Reverend Sheri
Claybom will be interviewsd by M, Kenmy &r

derson on WJOU 907 FMon Sunday, March
18th at3:00 PM.

Upcoming Preaching
Engagements

Pastor Clayborn to Preach
at Good Friday Service

| Pastor Claybarm will preach one of the "Seven

Last Wards of Christ” at the annual Goaod Fri
day Service at Church Street CPCA, This ser-
vice begins at noon of Good Friday, April Bth.

Flan to attend this service and to support Pas-
tor Claybern.

Church Street & our neighbair church, located
at 228 Churech Street. The Reverend hitchell
Waler & the pastor.

Pastor Clayborn to Preach
at Progressive Union

Pastor Claybern will preach an Sunday even-
ing, &pril 22nd, & & pm at Pregressive Union
Misionary Baptst Church. The Male Cherus
will sing-.

Frogressiwve Union & located at 1817 Brandon
Town Ed WNW, Hurtswville, AL 352198 and the
Reverend Wayne Snodgrass i the pastor,

Have It Your Way_
Choose Bible Study at

Jain us for tRERew Noon B il
the regulal B:30 p.m. Bible
each Wednesday
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St. Jﬂl-m AME
(Church

Presents

A Fﬂl‘h‘ﬂﬁ: of _r]'u: | ife

That Changcc] Humanﬁy |

Sundag, Apn'i 8,2012
8:30 a.m.
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O
T Habitat for Humanity
2012 Project Has Begun

LAY

Thi year's build will ke a four bedroom house at G330
Banks Road for Diane Warren and her family. Dianne &
ariginally from Chicago, but has lived in Tennessee: and
Alabama most of her Ife, Dianne, her wo daughters,
Amanda, 25, and Lindsey. 21, twe  grandchildren,
A'shanae, 10 months, and Linden, 8 manths will live in the
house. Dianne & employed with National Copper.

This wear the group will again include Church of the N ati-
ity Episcopal, First Christian, 5t John, 5t. Matthew!'s Epis-
copal;, Fist Fresbyterian, Aldersgate United Wethodist,
United Church Of Hunkville, and Covenant Preshyterian.

AGTIMTY

Mar. 13, 15,17

flar. 20, 22; 24

Mar. 2¥, 28, 31

Apt. 38,7
Apr. 10, 12,14

Apr, 17, 18,21

Apt. 24 2828

May 1, 3, &

May8, 10,12

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat
Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

Apphy blugboard to walk, dedk roof, iretall
windoves, et doos, hurricane clips, and deadwood

Irstall porch beams, barge rafters, facia, attic
access, electrical rough-in, { plumbing, HWAC
rokgh-in by others)

Iretall wall insulation, start virngl siding, (sheetrodk
bysub)

Faintwalls, continue viny siding, install shutters
Clean floors and windows, iretall winy tile, lands cape

Irstall and paint interior doars and frim, irstall cahinets,
{ plumbirig by others) and electrical fodures

Irstall cles et hardweare, window blinds, storm doors,
Bathroom accessaries

Catch up weork, touch up paint, clean and wax floors

Work punch list, DEDICATION CEREMOMNY: Sat 12th

Regular working hours are fram 2:00 A0 to 3:00 PRl with a brea for lunch around noen,

Lunches are provided on Saturdays only. Bring earpentry took, 8 utility knife, gloves, if you

hawve them.

Wr; Eddie W hite head, Sr. i the Habitat Minstry coordinater for St. John Contact Mr. W hite-
head or the church office for more information on how you can work with this ministry.
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Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church
2012 Founder's Day Worship Celebration

By The: Fewrend Charles Glower

In modern comtempaorary fashion, the 2012 Saint John African Methodet Episcopal Church
Founder's Day Celebration was initiated with jubilation and prase. Ewven befare-the official
opening af the early morming eight o clock seriee, one could feel the presence of the Haly
Spirit and the expectation that something greatwas aboutto happen. Intandem with the
annual celebration of Black History Month, the congregation with & magnificent veice
opened the serwvice with one of the great hymrs of the church, hymn number 513, "Time &
Filled With Swift Transition”. The voices of the congregants assembled resounded with
canviction and remembrance of the immense tnaks and tribulatiors our founding fathers
endured for our great Zion, the AME Church, to be establehed in 1787 in Philadelphia,
Pennsyhlania, Surely Richard Bllen, Abs alom Jones, and others ofthe Free African Socie-
ty had a resolve to hold on to Gods unchanging hand and cary out the vision that was
planted and unified through the presence and guiding of the Haly Spint. Cwercoming with
"great fath” the many dangerows toik andsnares they encountered, they laid a solid foun-
dation that is still being buit upon today,

Lz the celebration for the B o'clock semvice continued, the seriphure wastaken from FirstC erinthi
ans, Chapter Qne, verses 1-8,  The sccasion for this celebration was given by Dr, Jeanette
Jones, The oceasion was asfirring rendition of facts that progressed fromthe early strugpgles up
to our eurrent poltical, soclal, and econemic challenges. Duwuring the Pastors moments, Pastor
Clayborm introcduced the spedoer for this celebration, the Reverend Doctor Clement W, Fugh, the
fifth General Secretary ofthe AME Church, who was first elected at the 98" Quadrennial Session
of the General Corference in 2000, He & currently serving his third term and B @ candidate foi
epscopal honors atthe 4Bth Quadrennial Session of the General Conference that will be heldin
Mashville, Tennesseethis summer Interesting ies hond the Clayborn and Fugh families. Pastor
Clayborn's - grandfather licensed Br, Fugh to preach and |ater Dr. Fugh pastored the same
church, Another little known faot was presented and that was that Dr. Fugh baptized Pastor
Clavborn as a little child at thatsame church.

The Saint John choir prepared those asemr
bled for the Waord in the singing of the ser
maonie hymn "Youve Been So Faithful', God
has and continues to prove His faithfulness
unto ws even in times of owr faithlessness,
The Reverend Fugh came forth and the pres-
ence of the Holy Spiritwas very much evident
inthe worship =ervice. His textwias from First
Carinthians, Chapter F our, verses 48, The
preacher explained that Paul being a radical
didr't follow the course of tradition, but estab-
lehed himself on the firm foundation of Christ,
in He witness to others, and to the church,
In this letter, the Reversnd Fugh conveyed
that Paul wrote some strang worids o the Co
rinthiars, but he began on a positive note of
thanksgiving. He affiimed their priviege of
belonging to the Lord and recening His grace,
The Reverend Doctor Fugh and Pastor Clayborn, afterthe service,  the power of God gave thern to speak out of
him and understand his tuth, and the reality of

their spirtual gifts. The Reverend Fugh suggested that when we must correct others, it helps to

begin by affirrming what God has already accomplished in them.

Wil vaw oo 10
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Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church
2012 Founder's Day Worship Celebration

By The: Fewrend Charles Glower
I R e ¥

Fogus Foint #1. Accenfuate the impodance of each individual fo the fagh. In verse four Paul
says, 'l thark my God always on veur behalf, for the grace of God which & given you by Jesus
Ghrist.” All of us are unique in Shrist. The spiritual gifts were-a bone of cantentionin the S arin
thian Church and even today are misunderstood.  The Corinthian Church had all the spiritual
gifts they needed to live a Christian [fe, to witness for Christ, and to stand against the immoralk
ties present in Corinth. Howewver, irstead of using what God had given them, they were arguing
over which gifts were moreimportant. The Reverend Fugh reminded everyone that the gifts of
God are not for selfish purpeses, but for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
and for the edifying of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4: 123

What God has promeed, Hewill
perform. God is the same yesterday, taday, and forevermare, The Reverend Fugh reaffirmed
that ne matter the time, place, er circumstances, God will keep us in "pedfect peace” when our
minds are stayed on Him {Eaiah 28:3). D avid in Psalm 37 25 testified that "he had been young,
and now was old, 'vet, he has notseen the rightecus forsaken, nor his seed begging bread’,

{ igr, Sod gives s spiritual gifts'in order to build up,
zerve, and strengthen fellow Chistians. In eternity, we will be made perfect and cormplete and
will bein the very presence of God. Wewill he complete when wesee God face to face.

The esighte'clock service closed outwith the singing of "Greatls Thy Faithfulness”

The 10:50 am service was acontinuation of the early morning celebration. The ehail's ren
diion of “| Can Da All Things Through Christ That Strengthens Me" ushered those assembled
inta the presence ofthe Holy Spirit. As the service progressed, Pastor Claybiorn ask ed for every-
one to pray for Whitney Houston's family intheir time of loss. Special prayers were solicited for
those who believe' in God, but "their faith” may be shaken by her unexpected death. We were
encouraged to be lke Jeb, who guestioned God conceming his circumstances, but in the midst
of his circumstances, Job acknowledgedthe authority and power of God, Job was so committed
to the Lord that he proclaimed, "Though he slay me, %ET will | trust in Him" {(do b 13:15],

The Reverend Fugh's texd for this service was taken from Joshua 4 verses 21-22. His subject
was "Colored People”.  He prolifically performed & surgery en this scriptural passage by outline
ing the miracles the Israelites overcame befare cressing the Jordan River, They cressed the Jar
dan in the spring, when it was everflowing s harks. God chose the time iwhen the river was . at
it= highest to demarstrate His power; parting the waters so the entire nation could srass on dry
ground.  Throughout the Exedus Period, God delvered His people from bondage and oppres-
sion, butako made provisions for them, They wandered for forty vears, yettheir shoes newver
wore out and they were never hungry,

Framthe text, the Reverend Fugh stated thatthe memorial of the 12 stones was to be a constant
remminder of the day the lsraelites crossed the Jordan en dry ground.  Their children would see
the stones, hear the story, and leamn abeut God.  During Black History month, we need to re
member from whencewe have come. The Reverend Fugh very eloguently provided examples of
our technological advances thatwere a significant part of the Black community. Amaong these
included eating moon pies, washing clothes ina number 3 washtub, having to drink fram sepa
rate water fountaire at restaurants, and living in "colored communities". |n the past, we all had
surrogate guardiars (Tolks who watched out for us when our parents werent at home) and who
instructed us towak circumspectto those in authority and be responsible for your actiorns ar risk

VB ) A ey o A8
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~ Wall, chilern,
whar dar is =0 much rackel

| fink clat twixt de nigger of de Souf

and de womin at de Morf,

all talkin' 'bowut rights,

de white men wil be in a fix pretty soon,
But what's all dis here talkin' "howut?

Dat man ober dar savy

dat womin needsto be helped into carriag-
ES,

and lited cher ditches,

and to hab de best place everywhar,
Mobody eher halps me into cariages,

or oher mudpuddles,

or giks me any best place!

And ar'nt | a woman?

Look at me!

Look at my arm!

| have ploughed,

and planted,

and gathered into barns,
and no man could head mel
And arn't | a woman?

| could wark azmuch

and eat as much as a man -
when | could get it —

and bear de lash as well
And ar'nt'| a woman?

| have bornethinteen chilern,

and zeen 'em mos' all =old offto slavery,
and when | cried out with my mother's
grief,

none bt Jesus heard mel

And ar'ntl a woman?

= dar must be somethin' out o' kilter,

A Salute to Women
During Women'’s History Month

Ain't | A Woman?

by Sojourner Trath
(Belivered in 1851-atthe Woemen's Convention in Akron, Ohis.)

Sojourner Truth (17971882} —former slave, abolitionist, preacher
and advocate of women's rights.

Den dey talks 'bout dis ting in de head;
what dis dey callit?

"Intellect,"

(whispered someone near),

Dat'sit, honey.

What's dat got to do wid womin's rights
or nigger's rights?

[fmy cupowon't hold but-a pint,

and youm holds a quart,

wouldn't ve be mean

not to let me have my ittle half-measure
full?

Den dat Iittle man in black dar,

he say women cant have asmuch rights
d=men,

'‘causs Christ wan't a womanl

Whar did vour Christ come from?

Whar did your Christ come from?

From God anda woman

Man had nothin' to do wid Him.

If de fust woman God ever made

wiE S strong enoug b toturn de world upside
clown

all alane,

dess women togedder ought to be able to
turn it back , and get it right side up again!
And nowdeyisasking to do i,

de men better let 'em .

Bleegedtove for hearin’' on me,
and now ole Sojourner
han't got nothin' more to ==y
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St. John Welcomes Dr. Patrick D. Clayborn as Pastor

By Bridget J. Floyd

5t. John AME Church hosted a welcome reception for new pastor R ever
end Patrick . Clayborn, Ph.D. and family on Sunday, February 19, 2012
from < to & p.m. at the Huntsville Board of R ealtors an Monroe Street. Rew
gerend Clayborn was appointed pastor of 5t John an December 4 2011,
The welcome receplion was an opportunity to introduce Reverend Clay-
born, his wife, the Reverend Sherj Smith Clayborn, and son Patrick Clay-
{ born |l to the Huntswille community. | ako allewed forthe St John family,
|the Clayborns and their extended family to get better acquainted.

hr. Hodges Washington, vice chair of the Stew

ard Board, offered the welcome and occasion. |

The opening prayer was given by Reverend Dr. |
Wayne Snodgrass, pastar ef Progressive Union |
Miesionary Baptist Church and president of 1119; -':_-
Greater Huntsville Imterdenominational Minister- |
al Fellwwship (GHIMFY., Mayar Tommy Battle
presented Dr. Clayborn with a proclamation from |
the ity of Hunkwille and indicated enthusiastic o
anticipation of working with Dr, Clayborn and 5t &
John in the growth and "progress” of Hunkville. &
Counciiman Richard Showers ako welcomed g
Dr. Claybarn a the representative for the
church's district in the city, There were repre-
sentatives from the HurmtswillefMorth Alabama
religious, education, and political communities. "
Out of towin. guess included the family members of the Clayborns. Pastor Claybern and Rever-
end Sheri Clayborn were assigted in the receiving line by Stewards and other members. of the
committee,

! The reception featured lovely decorations as well as deliciows and a
variety affoods/refreshments, There was a unique cake that captured
beautifulty the theme and text for the welcome reception; "Fitting the
Description of a Great Spiritual Leader” { Tius  13-2). Another fea-
tured caie was the surprise forthe upcoming "bithday bey'', Patrick
Il {("P2") wha on that day was anticipating his fifth hithday. He
seemed pleased to blow out candles a he was serenaded with a
familiar birthday tune. There was a warm spirit throdghout the raom,
The 5t Jdohn farmily and the Claybarn family bonding process is well
anthe way,

The culmination of the event was mak ed by the closing prayver from
- retired 5t John pastor, O Homer L MeCall, who expressed appreck
ation and requested blessings for the Clayborrs as they embark ‘an
their new calling. 5t John & proud to welcome the Clavborre to
Huntville and St. dohn. The"dywnmarmic dua” has given an immediate
indication that S5t John continues to be blessed by spirtually guided
and enthusiastic leaders hip.

The commitees and membership should be commended for a wore
derful event that seemed to truly represent the apen spirit with which
The Reverends Clayborn and young Patrich || {P2) are embraced,

WELZOME T 5T, JOHN!
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St. John Welcomes Dr. Patrick D. Clayborn as Pastor
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Reverend Sheri Preaches for “100 Women in Black”
Black History Program

By Paulette Bargon

On Sunday, February 26th, 5t John's illustrious
| First Lady, the Reverend Sheri . Smith Claybamn
delivered the sermon for the Lowe's United Meth
adist Chureh's " 100 Women in Blach" . Celebration.
The Reverend Waymond K. Smith & the pastor,
Many Et. John members attended to suppor: this
| Black History program and especially to support
Reverend Sheri.

The program epened with greetings from SEter
JAngela Debro, folloawed by the congregational
| hymn, "We've Come This Far by Faith”, The wel
come and occasion were gven by Siter Tracy
Moore and Sister Christy Tallant respectively,
e Lowe's spiritfilled and wery talented choir rer
dered musical selectiors, The scriphire was read
by Sister Ashley Holden from Romans 5:1-5, 89
The prayer was given by Skter Carolyn Pearson.
Judge Lynn Sherrod introduced the Reverend
Sheri Smith Claybarn as the preacher far the haour,

The title ofthe message was “Trust God" and was based on | Kings 17: B-16, the story of " The
faithful servart Elijah and the. Ravers.” The Reverend Sheristated that during the ruling of King
Ahab and becawse of his evil ways, he provoked the Lord and angered Him. So Elijah said to
Ahab..."As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom | serve, there will neither be dew nor rainin
the nextfew years, except at my word.” 1Kings 17:1

Then the Lord told Elijah te go and hide inthe Kerith Bavine and | will provide for you. He did as
he was told and he lived under trees. The Ravers brought him bread and meat in the momings
and bread and meat in the evenings: He drank fiom the brook. You see all he had to do was
trustin the Lord and the Lord provided.

After a while the brook dried up because there had been no rain inthe land. Then the Lord told
Elijah. "o at once to. Zarephath of Sidon and stay there, | have commanded a widow in that
place to supphy yvou food.” 1 Kings 177 He did as he was told. There he sasn a widow whe was
pathering sticks, he called to her and aked if she would bring kim a drirk - of water and if'she
would ako Bring him a piece of hread. She told him thatshe could bring the water butshe did
not have amy bread. She had a handful af flour in'a jar and a [ttle wilina jug. She was pathering
A few sticks to make a meal for herself and herson sethat they may eat it and wait to die. You
see the widow suffered this drought for 2 years. She had no one to take care of her, she was
hungry and tired and was giving up and she was making preparations to die.

Elijah told her to go home and do & you said," But firstmake asmall cake of bread for me from
what you have, bring it to me and then make something foryousel and your son. For the Lord
says: "The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will nattun dry until the day the Lard
gives rain op the land,” 1 Kings:13-14 The widow theught'thie man did not |[Eten to a word |
said, but | am going te do what he asked of me'. She did what Elijah tald her and there was
enough food every day for Elijah and her famity. The Lord used a widow to feed Elijah when she
had no one o care for her. She was gathering up sticks and preparing to die.

A il v i J T
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Parent Wisdom

By Reverend vanezsa Glower

- As parents, 5 it really true that with God all things are pos-
r sible? |s # possible to see the will of God in everything—
even our children, sur children's children? Is it possible to

A T '-j{.d"‘l“' v - ""*J cast our care upon Him daily and enjoy great peace in do
- i . e ¥ LW . - 1 .

] P AR eliriey TS Whether wour children are young and innoeent or

- - older and struggling with a rebellious nature, whether they

are living at -hame or are away and outin the world, aur children need aur prayers ke never before

Oftentimes we feelso helpless, especially wwhen they have gone astay and seem so lost, so angry
andso unreachable, Butthe good news is; Prayer stillwortks. These things are RIVINE POSSIBILI-
TIES, and because they are God's wark, the true experience will abvays cause us to bow lower at
His feet and leamto depend and leanto God's Holy Word. | lovewhat Psalm 4610 says, "Be still,
and k nowthat | am God; |will be exalted among the nations, | willbe exatzd in the sarth.”

God's word tells us "Everything that was wrften in the past was written to teach s, so that through
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope!” Romars 152 What
matters iz the disciobne of abandoning the constant stream of distractions that zaps our energy and
strength. "Be still' & net a supgestion or when we get around to stopping what we are doing. God
wiants us ta fully STOP. |5 it nel amazing haw God =nginees our lves and reminds us of spesd
limits? Encouragement can come from many sources, but the foundation of purstength and hope
s abvays inthe unchangeable Word of God. Some lessons are very hard to learn. "Be still' & maore
than just slewing dowin, "Be still' 5 more than ressting the force of distractons. When we really " Be
1l wwe will k nowe that God & in control of everything—every fear, every failure, every secret; every
thought, every word, every deed—waith God all things are possible! Sakation for ALL,

Frayer: "And the Child grews and became strong inspirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God
wias upon Him," Luke 2:40 F ather, thank you for sending your Son to this earth, @king on human
flesh and living among us. Lerd, thank wou for modeling the way 1o lve and what you taught us
through Your words as our examples. Mow Lord, | pray that our children will grow in the ways that
“ou grew. Lord, sharpen their focus, give them clear purpeose that they will know why theyy are here
and where they are going. Lord, strengthen them to grow in character, help them to grow not just
inyears, but in sound mind and in raturity. Above all, | pray for hisfher will to be set'an doing sl
thatis pleasing in your sight. Amen,

As a Thoughtful Parent: The search for purpose is a8 journey, not a destination. God will gontinue
to reveal Himself to us a5 we journey through the stages of this life. R emember, "Because of the

Lord's 'great’ love we are not corsumed, for His com passions newer fail. They are new every mom-
ing; Great s the Lords fathfulness " Lamentations 3:22-23

BIBLE

Basic Information Before Leaving Earth
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Get Ready for VBS 2012

We are Fishin' an
a Mision! That is
right 1. John, we
arg  |ooking for
dedicated “fishers

of men" to join us
in preparing for
WBS 2012. The
dates are June 11
— 15, and we need
your help to "Cast
the Met of Truth
and draw in the
BlG CATEH."

Wacation Bible Sehool s a wonderful and ex-
citing minstry that serves every member of
our church famite. = Tell us what you can do
tomaie WVBS 2012 the Best WBS Everl

A= we begin the planning phase we need you
to PRAY IT UP and YWolunteer Mow! Pray
thraughout the manth of March thatthe church
and the cemmunity will understand the im-
portance of following Jesus and bringing ot
ers to Christ Then volunteer to serve. Here is
wherewe need you.

s PreschoolTeaching staff
# Phatographer

s DevolonMoship Leader
= Fegistration

s  Primary Teaching Staff

o Skit Coordinator

s Craft Coordination Staff
® Recreation Staff

s Adult Teaching Stafl

Founder’s Day

AL et Ml pare A

being corrected on the spot COne of the most
serious obsiacles our young men face today &
they dor't know who they are, for they are
called so0 many names. Within owur Black
schpok, aur Black neighborhoods, and ewen
within the Black Chureh, we must begin to be-
come liberated and continue the fight that & not
just physical, social or economic warfare, but
spirtual, mighty through God 1o the pulling
down of strongholds, Sasting dewn imagina-
tions, and ewvery high thing that exalts kel
agairst the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the sbedience of
Christ (2 C arimthians 10:4- 583,

A5 the Reverend Fugh concluded the mes-
zage, hestressed that we all must take a stand
far God for the preservation of our spiritual leg-
acy & a people. He ended with Psalm 24 2
10 (KJW); which is not only a battle cry far the
church, hut it alse looks farward to Christs fu-

ture entry into the New Jerusalem to eign for-

ever. "Wha shall ascend into the hill af the
Lard? Orshall stand in His holy place? He that
has clean hands, and a pure heart; who has
not lifted up his soul unte vanity, ner swarn de:
ceifully. He shall ieceve the blessing from the
Lord, and rightecusness frem the God of his
sahation. This B the generation of them that
segh him, that seek thy face, Lt up vour
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ve ever-
lasting doors, and the King of glory shall eome
in, Whe & this King of glory™? The Lord strong
and mighty, the Lard mighty in battle. Lt up
your heads, O ve gates, even lift them up ye
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall
come in. Whe & this: King of glery? The Lord of
hosts, He |s the King of glor.”

= Publictty Coordinator
& Refreshment Planning
= Junior Teaching Staff
= Teen Teaching Stafl

= [ ecorations

Help wherever you can!

Wolunteerforms are available imthe church
office, inthevestibule, and on the website.

e

S Jdahn AW EN Staff:
Nedra MeDanlel, Editar

Bridget Floyd
lahle e all
Gharlsle Brooks

Paulgtt= Bargan
sty Heddite

HeraSpeight
Claire Philadelphia
Livella Dilve ns
Marlah & Lillatte
Vanessa Glayver

Drariwin WU ashingtan

The deadline for articles for next months St
John AMEN = April 1. The nextissue will be
published an April 15 Y o0 may-e-mall aiticles
s Wel anisl at
rie dra; micdan iz iEg mail cem
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“100 Women in Black™

L :M.'.hlll'_.'-'l.l\.\l."\u‘_\.l'\.' LE

The Rewverend Sheri posed two gquestiors and
guickly provided arswers that were based on
thetext "What do you do when you run aut af
options? Expect a work from the Lord:"
What do you do when Sod tels you to do
samething and the wading dries up and ravens
stop coming? God will tall you wha to say
or who to ask Sometimes you may net want
to ask, We just prepare io dig inste ad of trust
ing Him, We give up an relatiorships, our shilk
dren, 1elatives, marmiage, fighting for injustice,
chureh, and most of all, we give up our spirt.

The Reverend Sherisaid that Iife & not a fairy
tale. Trust God and go where He sends you
and do what He says. She stated that there
will abways be enough for you after wou give ta
God so do not be afraid to put God's agenda
first She explained that Prophet Elijah’s testd
meny was that He put God first; therefore, do
not be afraid, She emphasized thal God will
take care of you and you must tust God he
case God B stll pedorming miracles. The
Reverend Sherl then related Gods ability to
protect, provide and direct as He did for Hare
na, Ester, Mary (the mother of Jesus), the
woman with the ssue of blood, the woman
with the alabaster jar, the Canaanite woman,
Harriet Tubman, Mary McCloud Bethune, Far-
rie Lou Hamer, Corretta Scott KKing, Mytlie
Evers-Willarrs, BiEhop Washti Mckerzie,
Judge Lynn Sherod, her grandmother and
many ather women. They did not prepare to
die, They trusted in the Lord and did not sefle.
She strongly encouraged "Tnst in Him for
vaur healing and deliverance.”

The Reverend Sheri ended her uplfing ser
man by gquating Proverbs 358, "Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not an yaur
opwvn understanding; In &l wewr  ways
acknonledge him and he will make your paths
straight.”  Trustin God!

The service was a blessing from Gaod through
the vessel of the Reverend Sheri D, Smith
Clayborn,

Hold the Date
May 27, 2012

Church School
Book Club

Maeh2012 DiEcussion Datel 17 March 2012
0:00 AN = 11130 K

Faithful, Kimberly Cash Tate, 2010

April 2012 Disossion Dater 21 Apnl 2042

10000 A M. = 11:30 4. M.

[Gam e Plan for Life: Your Persanal Blaybaok for
Success, Joe Gibls, 2011

Jog Gikbs has hld an ineredible pmfﬁslﬁnnf
gareer in spork - three-time Super Eﬁu[wln—
ning head eoach sf the Washington R edskins

-and owner of a three- time NASCAR champion--

ship team that has nearly 500 employses - but
it was never a clear trail to the winner's. circle.

He has stumbled off the path and nesded to
double-back a few times due ta: fE‘E"‘I‘IE that he
had all the guestions and answers to life. Yes,
this suctessful head coach 5:ml!hn'|&ih:|ughtr
he could outsmart the Head Coach,

Chiistian faith & the cornerstone to gaining a

true undestanding ta the meaning of e -

Ihrnugl'r the Head Coach (God) and Playbook
(the EIfh'IE}I

Gibbs pesanally commissioned a respected
national public opinion research firm to suney
men and find out whal they are most con
cefned about and whers they'd like to have
supeess in their Ives. It revealed 11 areas of
prime concem - ingluding heaklh, finances, rela
tiorships and overcoming sin - which then al-
lowed him to develop a team nf experts to ad
dress !i’::h topic::
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Church School Lesson

April Churoh School reviews were written by
Willie Sandifer

Apnl 1, 2012

Lesson Title: The Truth is Told

Lesson Scripture: John 18-13

Print: John 18:23-38

Devotional Songs: & 7], #2588 [], and #243
a

hey “Yerse:"Pilate aked him, "So yvou are a
king™ Jesus armswered, "You say that | am a
king. For this | was born, and for this | came
imto the warld, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who helongs to the truth lstens to my
voice" (John 18237,

Inthis lesson we see that Caiaphas and the
council of elders declared Jesus guilty of both
blasphermy, and sent Him to the Roman g
ernor Pilate to be sentenced, for the Jews had
no power to executs

There in front of Pilate stood Jesus the Lamb
of God, the Light of the Waorld, waiting to be
sentenced to death by crucifikian, Twice Pilate
found no fault in Him, but the Jess wanted to
kill Him. Filate had the Messiah beaten relent
lessly; then, returned ta the mob outside the
judgment hall, Pilate gave them' a choice, the
innocent Jesus or another prisoner. The mob
chose the robber Barabbas, and the Christ
was sent to Calvary, But an the third day He
got up out of the barrowed sepulcher just as
Hesaid He wiould,

April B, 2012

Lesson Title: Dawn of @ New Day

Lesson Scripture; Jahn 20:1-23

Print: John 20:1-10, 129-20

Devotional Songs; #1565 [ #2531 []; and #243])
Hey “erse: "The disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord' {John 20:20).

In this lesson we see Marg Magdalene, who
came to the tomb in the predawn hours of
darkness ef the third day to anoint Jesus’
body with spices to prepare the body far final
burial,

As soon a Mary Magdalene discovered that
the stone had been taien anvay, s he hastened
to tell Peter and John that the fomb was emp
ty. John and Peter immediately ran to the

Overview — April 2012

tarmb, John arrived fist, saw the grave clothes,
but did not goin.

In the scripture there are three levels of seeing
when John and Peter reached the tomb. First,
John saw the linen grave clothes from outside
the tomhb, but there was no pardicular signifi
cance attached to the szeeing of the grave

clathes, Becond, he san the linen grave clothes,
but there was no immeadiate reaction when he
saw them. John did not make the correlation
between the empty tomb, the linen grave
clathes, and the missing body of his master,

Third, Peter entered the tomb. He saw the grave
clothes and he saw the napkin lring separately
by iEelf which had covered the head of Jesus.
Petel surieyed the scene looking carefully at
the grave clothes butsaid nothing

At last, John entered the tomh; ths tme he
could viEualize and immerse hirsel into the
entire scene! the ambiance, the smell, the linen
grave clothes, the folded napkin, and the mies-
ing body of Christ Finally the reality hit him; He
conceived and believed that the Wessiah had
risen fram the dead.

April 15,2012

Lessan Title: Cleaning the Temple

Lesson Scripture;: John 21322

Print John 2:13-22

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #414{); #272 ], and
#2431

Key Yerse: "Hetold these whowere selling the
doves. 'Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father's house &  market
place!™ (John 2: 1675

Inthis lessonwe see aflashback to Jeseph and
Mary, who found Jesus, after searching for three
days, in the temple listening to the words of the
religious doctors and asking questiors. They
were all astonshed. HE parents were amazed
at the sight. Mary asked her son, why have you
done ths™ “And He said unto them, How is it
that you eame lodking for Me? Don't vou want
Me to be about my Father's bhusinessT Hi par
ents did not-understand Him then. And nefther
diddthe money ehangers, merchant, and priests
when He cleansed the temple.

Jesus came to the temple to take care of other

i Ay dav R W)
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Church School Lesson
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business for Godthe Father. This was the first
time He engaged in theological dscussions
wuith religious leaders in the temple. Jesus was
at a point in His ministy when taking was not
enough. He had to act Jesus had to clean up
the temple because it was Hi Father's
House. He cameto seek and save that which
wa lost This time those who were lostwere
amiong those with whom He had His fist con
versations in the temple.

Aprnl 22, 2012

Lesson Title: Turning Life Around

Lesson Soripture; John 4:1-42

Print: Jehn <7-15, 23-26, 2830

Tentative Devetional Songs; #B7 [; #3485 [,
and #2443 ]

Hey Yerse: "The waterthat] will give will be-
come in them a spring of water gushing up to
eternal life” (John 414,

Jesis knew thatthe Pharsees found out that
Hie dieciples baptized more dieciples than
John. So to avoid inevitable corfrontations,
desus and He disciples left Judaea and trav-
glled north toward Galileg, but He needed ta
stop in Sychar, a city in Samarla near Jacob's
well Jesus, weary from Hi journey, sat down

onthewell His disciples continued on inta the
city of Syehar,

The Samaritars were not allowed to worship
at the temple in Jemsalem, They believed
God chose Mount Gerizim as the ideal place
for worship center. Jacob's well was located
hereg, in Sychar of Schechem, The pure-
hlooded Jews avaided travelling thiough Sa
maria, but Jesus had ne such prejudices
against the Samartans, Se he sat down on
the edge of Jacob's well,

While he rested, a Samartanwoman came ta
drawi water. Jesus asked her for a drirk; and
so, one of the greatest cormversations of all
time happened. The woman asked, "Why da
you ask me for a drick™ | am a Samaritan
woman and you are 3 Jew. Jews and Samari-
tars have nothing to do with gach other” The
question launched the two inte a [engthy con
versation centering on physical thist as sym-
bolic-of the spiriual thist. This diyneéss of the
soul comes from being a8 non- believer or at
least a heliever wha has badkslid, Onee the

Overview — April 2012

woman sought the water, Jesus changed the
subject. He had captured her atention and now
could meve on to-even weightier subjects,

April 25,2012

Lesson Title: Wha Comes First?

Lessan Scripture John B

Frint Jahn&:1-17

Tentative Devotional Songs: #3481 [); #223[, and
#2431

Key Verse: "Some of the Pharsees said, 'This
man & not from God, for he does not observe
the Sabbath. Butl cthers said, 'How can a man
who is asinner perform such signs? And they
were divided.” (John 8163

In each chapter of the Gospel of John, the
Apostte drives home the point af the frue identity
of Jesus and His deity. He covered extensively
the seven "l am" miracles that Jesus performed
in public for the benefit of others. These mira
cles or signs as John calk them were in areas
where humanity could not affect a change. They
were included by John to prove the identity of
Je=is a5 ang with God and resulting fram belief
inJdesus' divine nature.

Sign 1; The water turned into wine — the rtual af
lawe 5 by reality of grace

Sign 2: Mobleman's son healed — the gospel
brings s piritual restoration

Sign 3 Healing the paraltic — wedkness i 1
placed with strength

Sign 4 Feeding the 5000 — Jesus the Christ
satisfies spiritual hungear

Sign S:-Waking on Water — fear is trarsformed
by faith

Sign &: Blind man fram kirth given sight spirtual
dakness is overcome by Jesus whao brings light

of salvation into lives.

Sign 7: Lazarus raised from the dead —the gos-
pelwill give eternal life fo the spiritually dead

See youin Church School!
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AAMU Participating

in Home Depot's
“Retool Your School”

Contest

Hunsville, &la, ---- - Within the: course of 24
hours, Alabama A&M University students, fac-
ulty, staff, alumni and die- hard friends cata-
pulted " The Hill" inta the fop spat among his-
torically hlagh colleges and unwesiies
(HBCGUs) in Home Depots "Retonl Yeur
School' contest in mid-February, By the first
weekend of March 2012, the number of sup
porters woting for AAMU had reached more
than 100,000, The bigpestthreatto A&Ms Mo,
1 peosition has been Lincoln University of
Fennsylania, which has, on several ecea-
zions, pulled ahead of A&M and had ewven
expanded its lead by 4.000.

Home Bepot, the major home improvement
chain, sparsars the "Retoal’ contest calling for
HBCUs= to create innovative proposak aimed
at achieving significant campus improvement
and beautification. Cnline woting began on
February 14 and will cortinue through April
10, St John's supportis needed to help ASh
regain s Mo, 1 footing,

AAMU's three fold contest submission encom-
passes (1) a Legacy Lake Beautification Pro-
ject in henor of the First Ladies of Alabarma
AEM University, 1875 ta presant, (2] the revi
talzation of the R.D . Marrison Fine &Arts Build
ing far AD& sompliance, aleng with improved
external landscaping and intermal painting;
and (3 a campus pride project that entaik
enhancement of the: Cuadrangle through the
irstallation ofa rairsé ater irrigation system and
landscaping of student wakways

By May 4, Home Depot will select and ar
nounce the names of 13 HECU grant: recipk
ents, Already, AA8MLUs Bulldops, Mormalites
and longtime supporters have pushed the
U niversity to the top of mare than 80 schook,
exceptfor the constant attack from Lincaln,

Te begin making your daily wote court for
AANMU, click (or copy and paste) the foll@wing
lirk:

http . fwawi retoolyvours chool.comivote-
[LOAN, @3 R,

Children's Eible Study
(CES)

By hiary Rankin

Children's Dible Study (CES)
at- St Jehn & "en firg" for
Chrigt! This ministy is ded:
cated to enhancing the = piritu
al growtth of our -children
through & furfilled irterns e
hitile-based instructan,

Each lesson & child-cemtered, engaging and
unigue, creating a thirst in each child to want te
learn mere about God's Holy Word. Enhaneing
gach lesson are revieww guoestions, music,
memaory verses, videos and leads of fun activi
ties. Snacks, which are a"hit" with the children,
arealko provided,

We look fonward o having your child join us
every Wednesday, fram 830 pom. - B:00 pom,
for "CES" I

someaihing o

L 1 n = & 1
e I =, HaTaldid|
Smile About!

thenit at

—=JOYy

Joke of the Maonth

A small town had four churches-Presbyterian,
Methodist Catholic, and Baptst. All four had a
serious problem with squirrels in the church.

Each church in‘its own fashion had a meeting
to deal with the problem,

The Presbyteriars decided that t was predes-
tined that squirrels be in the church and that
they would just have tao live with them.

The Methodists decided they should deal with
the squirrels lovingly in the style of Charles
Wesley., They humanely trapped them and re
leased them in a park at the edge of town,
Within 3 days, thevwere all badd inthe church,

The Catholics albe humanely trapped them and
atternpted to teach them the "rhythm" method
wihich of course did not work,

The Baptst had the best solution, They voted
the squirrels in as members.  Mow they enhy
seetherm at Christmas and Easter,
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Important Dates to Remember

March 22-24 Mimth Episcopal Digrict Winter Megings, Sheraon Hotel,
Birmingham, Alabama

Aporil 1 Fam Sunday

Apri| S Maundy Thursday Service, 630 pm

April & Good Friday S2rvice, 1200 pm, Church Street CPCA

April B RESURRECT ION SUNDAY

April 11-13 Spring Revival, Rev. Barkole Ainbinu | Revivalist, 8:30 pm nightly

Bpril 14 South Birmingham-Huntsville-Bessemer District Conference
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Pastor’'s Meditation

Paradigm Shift

Luk e 24:1-8

Thomas Samuel Kuhn was a philosopher of sclence. He popularized the phrase: "paradigm
shift" He defined a paradigm shift as a radical change in underlying belief ortheory. |t i an
essential revolution in methad or expectatiors. Thus, he entitled his book — The' Shuectue of
Scientific Revolutions. Kuhn's thes'is is straight fonmard. A paradigm & a =&t of concept, meth
aids, mechanisms, values, and assumptiors, That paradigm nat only defines an arena of sck
ence, but it alsesoles mew problens that arise in that arena. BEven in ax et paradigm, thereis
raom for groweth. However, questions may arise that the existing paradigm cannot sohe, Once
the amount of those guestiors reaches a crtical mass, the paradigm must underge drastic ad
Jjustment. Some call this scientific revalution. Kuhn called it a paradigm s hift.

FENET 13 FRl'E. 0 Cinyman That & how we know that we are in the midst of a paradigm shift. The questions that are farm:

ing in aur lives today cannot be answered by yesterday's paradigm, Why & this past relation
ship not satefying my cunment needs? Why are there no opportunities for growth on thie job?
Wiy is the attack of the enemy so great at this stage in my |fe7? Where & God in the midst of
my trauble and trialk?Why can | not feel God today with my prayer from yesterday™

Thie B where we find the women in our text They went to the tomb to do what had akvays
bheen done. Whensomeone died, burial spices were placed on them. But, this death happenesd
at an add time, This death ook place late ane Friday afternoon, However, their religion re
guired them to rest Friday evening and Saturday., 5, the women followed the body to see
where twould be buried, They went home o prepare the spices and rested on their Sabb ath.
Early Sunday morning, they gotup with their spices to anoint the body, When they gotthere,
the stonewas jolled away. The tormb was empty, The bible says that they were perplexed. Two
men in dazzling clothes appeared, causing the women to become afr aid!

What do we do when lifethrows us into a new schedule™ How do we get clarity when our usual
touchs tones are missing? Where do we get courage when strange things and people paint aut
God to s in unusual ways? Hoew dowe handle Gods paradigm shift™?

First, we have to raise our sspectations! Look atwhat the twa men ask the wamen. "W hy
are you locking far the living among the dead™? Now, the men already knew the answer 1o the
question. The women expected Jesus to still be dead. Since he was dead on Friday and Satur
day, Jesus has to be dead today! The tao men - knowing this — give the wemen a hint. "W hy
areyou lodk’ing for the living among the dead™ The paradigm has shifted to life!

If wee want te handle the paradigm shift, we will have to raise our expectations. We have to ex-
pect Christto be alive. We have to expect that God will keep God's word. We must believe that
God loves us. We must believe that God is.in control, We have to raise our expe ctatiors. Let
us lift up aur eyes to the hilks to see from whenze our help comes,

e vraaiil TRT. e )
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Second, we hawe to remember. The two men
tell the women to rememhber what Jesws told
them. Jesus told them that he would suffer and
dieg, and he ako tald him that he would rise
again. When the two men told the women this,
the hbible says that they remembered  What
does this mean? God does not allowe us to ge
through a paradigm shift unprepared. Mo mat-
ter howe quick|y life happens, God has prepared
us for the shifl. What did God do before the
shift? Did God say that we would hawve a hard
time? Did God say things would get worse he-
fore getting better? Did God = &y that every day
would be Sunday™ How did God heal the last
time? How did God deliver last year? How did
God wipe amay those tears last month™ Re-
member!!! The women remembered, and then
they did something!

Finally, we hawveto report. The women went
biack to the men and told them what had hap-
pened. They told them that the tomb was emp
ty andJesus had risen. Mot justtothe eleven —
net just the foks with titles — but all the rest,
They told everyone in the group. They rememe
hered that Jesus wanted all of his folleaers to
understand! But no one believed them. They
disregarded it as an idle tale (according to
Luke), They still told what had happened, It
must have woked because Peter went to the
tomb to chedk it out. And he was amazed at
the empty tomb.

Let us tell sur stery. ks not goed enough to
mase it thraugh the paradigm shift ousebles.
We have to tell others how to made it as well
Let ustellthem what happened when we went
to the tomb. Tel them how death was ex-
pected, Then tell them how God rolled away
thestone. Tell them how Gad moved the dead
body. Tell them how God sent new people to
help identify the shift. Tell them how the
memory of Gods goodness brelce through! Tell
them how God moved the situation from death
to life.

Tell them how God provided a paradigm s hift!

Maundy Thursday
Service Held on April 5th

Mauncy Thusday i

observed during Hoky
Wesk on the Thursday
before  Easter, and
cammemorates the
Last Supper when Je
sus shared the Passo
ver meal with His disci
ples on the night befare
HE was crucified. In contrast to the joyful East
er celehrations when Chistiars worship their
resurrected Savior, Maundy Thursday services
are typically more solemn oecasions, mark ed
by the shadow of Jesus’ betrayal.

Thi vear's Maundy Thursday sernice was held
at B30 pm on April 5. Devotion was led by the
St John Praise Team. The opening praver was
in the farm of an Alar Call where individuals
kreht at the altar and silently offered their pray-
ers. The scripture was read from Luke 2214
Z3 by the Reverend Meriam Garret.

The Reverend Sher Smith Claybom was the
messenger. Her sermon was entitled "Life's
Brack ets” and the textwas Luke 2235-48. She
indicated that during Lent some find that they
are stronger than they theught and others find
they have 3 ways 1o go. Jesus' minstry was
effective and still God called Him to such atask
that honest prayer was necessary. Just as Je
sus was honest about His Esue with the "cup!
kelievers must be honest about their "cups”
because ths creates the space needed to hear
fram God.

Reverend Sher cantinued a5 she explained the
reasan for the location, the fMount of Olves, It
was a familiar place and it was the home to the
garden Zethsemane. Gethsemane means alive
press. Jesus was being pressed and He eme
braced the press. When believers embrace the
press, what comes out are the press toxins that
keep one from saying ves. As He did with Je
s5us, God sends help.

The bradiets in some translatiors of Luke
224344 mean "did this really happen™ Rew
erend Sheri concluded by stating that when
arne gets to the paint that they cannot make i,
laok farthe angel because theze are the brack-

AL ribratend v phae 1)
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Stewardship Seminar Includes
Teaching and Preaching

Dr, Williarm [ Watley was the presenter for an empowering stewardship seminar on March 14-18,
2012, B, Watley i currently the senior pastor of 5. Philip AME G hureh in Atlanta, Geargia. Prion
to his appointment ta St Philip in 2011, he served for 30 years as pastor of 5t James AME
Church in Mewatk, HJ. He & a preacher, teacher; scholar and author. St Jahn had been blessed
in the pastte have Dy, Watey as evangelist for revivals; haweever, farthis engagement he wa &
doulsle blessing as both a teacher and a preacher.. His humarous presentation stde provided an
atrmosphere far learning the kiblical facts about stewards hip and life application examples.

Day 1—"Howdo we managethe resourcesthat God hasaiven us?"

The fist session focused on"How do we manage the resources that God has given us™ Bir. W at-
ley noted that God is the ewner and people are the manages who have what God owns “far anly
a Iittle while,” Managers should be trustworthy and God has given persars what they have be
cause they are tnetworthy in God's eyesight. Giving & in respamse to whatthe Lord has given:
Dr. W atley stated that for some, money & the |last stronghald 1o eomplete surenderts God. He
ako explained that the tithe & off the gross (off the toph. Persons should not penalize God be
cause of a governmentta: system thattah es theirs off the top. fthe gift e not 10% it& not a
fithe. Tithing & systematic and not whinsical.

In closing, Dr. Watley gave the hiblical &cample of the children of Israegl and their tithe. They

brought the tithe before they reached the Promised Land, He used that lesson fo emphazize that
the time totithe & now.

Day 2—"The Basis of NewTestament Giving"

D Watley continued his teaching on the second night of the seminar by focusing on the tople of
"The hasie of Mew Testament Giwing” He began by notating that some say that Christians are
under the Mew Covenant|grace) and therefore the laws ofthe Old Testament regarding tithing do
not apply, D Watley stated that" Owr passion to senve the Lord & why we do what we do. Faith
bhegan in the Old Testament” Te help those present understand why tithing & still a requirement
for G hristians, Dir. Watley began by expounding on scriptures inthe Old Testament that s how that
tithing was irstituted before the law was given, and therefore & an act of faith, not of the law.
Genesis 14 i the first instance of tithing in the Bible. Abraham pgawve the tithe out of thanksgiving
for the goodness of God. The second instance & from Genesis 28:18-22 where Jacaob presented
atithe unta the Lord out of gratiude. |t = noturtil the third istance of tithe in Leviticus 27 :30-33
that the lawe and tithing are me ntioned.

Mext, Dr. Watley moved to Mew Testament seriptures on tithing. He noted that Jesus took tithing
to a highet lewvel of giving; a |evel beyvond what had been mentioned in the law and in Matthew
2323 Jesus cammends the tithe. |n Mark 7:17-19 Jesus sets aside the food law but nowhere
does he setaside the tithe. In Mark 12:41 Jesus commended the widow who gave her all. In Luke
1818 Jesus tald the woung rulerto sell all that he had. Dr. Watley continued to give Mew Testa
ment scriptures where persons gave much more than the tithe. He followed each scripture with
the guestion, "Are you sure you wantto give under grace?

Dy, Wattey concluded the Thursday s eminar by emphasizing thatin addition to the tithe of treas-
ure, stewvards hip includes giving of time, 2 hours and 24 minutes of productive time, and tale .
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African Methodist Episcopal Church
9'" Episcopal District-2012 Mid-Winter Conference
(March 22-23, 2012)

Sheraton Birmingham Hotel, Birmingham, Alabama
By The Rewerend Chares Glower

Ei:huF James L Bavis in exercising his authority and extraordinary and owt-of the-box vision for
the " Epkcopal District combined the major and mest significant everts in Church Activities
(Founders Day, Bladk Hetory Celebration, Mid-Year Convocation, and Men's Conference) into
ore singular dynamic gathering of the Saink. The various venues atthis WMid-Winter Conferanee
included plenary sessions with guest preachers and presenters from across the Connectional
Church and special guests from community organizatons ouide the Church. The preachers
wiere the Reverend Dr, Jamal Bryant of Empowerment Temple AWME Church, Baltimore, Maryland,
and the Reverend Br. Kelin Calloway, Bethel AME Church, Los Angeles, California. The present
ers included the Reverend D, Harry Seawright, the Beverend Dr. Dennis Dickerson, the B ever
end Dr, Caesar Richburg, the Reverend Walter Meon, the Reverend Dr. Andeson Todd, Jr., Mr,
Eric Mation, and the Pastor of Saint John AME Chureh'in Huntsville, the R everend. D, Patrick
Claybarn.

Pastar Claybarn was the faciltastor and presenter for Plepary Session | with the topic of
"Proclamation”. The focal scriptures were Isaiah, Chapter 8! verses 1-13 and John, Chapter 4,
verses 1-42Z. The four topical headings for his presentation were: (1) Mission Not Impossible; (Z)
The Encounter; (32) Sermen Preparation; and (<) Articulation. Pastor Claybom very eloguenty
dissected the scriptures and gave attendees an in- depth scriptural explanation af the mission of
barm again believers and proclaimers of the Gespel He began by stating that our mission to reach
out to the warld and make disciples & not impossikle. We a fallowers of Christ must understand
what our Call i5, the promises that God has made relative to that call and for living a trivmphant
life in Him, recognize that we will face challenges in woking in owr calling, and finally we must
exhibit joy while actualty doing the call, even in the midst of struggles and uncertainty,

The sermon preparation briefing was very insightful for the Pastors and Preachers In attendance,
Pastar Clayborn identified the required segments of effective sermaon preparation and in the midst
of his presentation, the Holy Spirt oveshadowed Him and the canference reom was filled with
exhortation and praise. Keep "not to forget” nuggets fram this presentation included: (17 Pastars
and Proclaimers of the Gospel must preach the Bible, utilizing one text a8 much as possible, while
keeping it simple. LetJesus he the guide. He eften spoke in parables that were gasily under
stood by all, the elite and the commeoner. (2} In ariculation, use your on voice and stop imitating
other pastors and tele-evangelists. Be the peson God created you to be and letyour light 5o
shine that menwillsee your good works and glorify yvour Fatherin Heaven{Matt 5; 16,  Sharing
your visian will reguire yeu to become naked before others, butthe gain of truthfulness and sin
cerity in heart will Tump the negativity or amy lesses revealed in your urwveiling, {3 Tri-wvocal
preaching comes from a perspective of Pastoral Priest, Prophet, and Sage (speaking out of wis-
dom). The questions that must be amswered include:: (1) What is going an™? (2) Why is it going
on?(3) Whatouglt to be going an™ and, (<) H ow might we rezpond?

Pastars and Proclaimers - of He Word must understand the concept of theslogical inguiry. That &,
examining the timing of our words, Simply, knowing when o say what you say, Every time we
geta flesh glimpse of God, our language should change. Curjob or sccupation & tokeep the fire
burning an the altar, Keep the presence of God-in the forefront of allwe do and say. We are Ame
hassadors for Christ {2 Corinthians 5;20) We are His voice to the people by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

The Zaint John Church delegation in attendance was very vocal in their appreciation and |ove of

it e piaie B
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Pastor Clayborn
Intewlewed nn WJou

Pastor Claybom was interviewed on radio sta-
tiom WJOU B801FM en Sunday afternoon,
March 18th. We extend a big thank yeu te Ken-
ny Anderson and WJOU 201F M for a great
interyview with Pastor Patrick Claybarn an the
'2nd Chance' radie broadecast.

Sons of Allen Retreat
Registration Has Begun

The Sors of Allen (S0A) Ministy 5 noww taking
registrations for their G annual summer retre at
to be held June 15th through 17th at the Lade
Guntersville State Palk Resort. The theme of
this year's retreat & "BR.EW.INME. Rekindling
Eternal WiEian, Irspiring YWictary Everpwhere’.

The retreat fee = BE0.00 for S04 members  of
at, John AMEC and F25.00 for college stude nts.
Members that are planning o stay overnight at
the resort are encouraged to register early so
that plans can be finalzed and to emsure that
vaur ladging preferences are captured. Chedks
should be made payable ta 5t John AME
Churzh with Sons of Allen Retreat in the memo,

All men, ages 18 and owver, are encouraged to
attend, For more information please contact
Brother Tommy Anderson ar Brother Theodaore
Tyson.
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Third Quarterly
Conference Reports

are due May 12th!

10 f"fa.u;.';#f‘f fﬂ“ ', ;r,u ./ .f

.-.5.;',-.-.'.a',~ I - {ﬁﬁ}r 401

et d Op alaed Exsaa )l am oneenlios Cenber Nzl zimiztaee

Sign up today for the St Jahn
Lay Organization's bus trip ta
General Conference on July 1st.

Contact Cassandra Ingram or Hodpes Wash-
ington for more information aboutthe tip.

Visit waww, amechurch.com foi more infor-
mation on General Conference.

Maundy Thursday

[\ |.'|'|."|'m'.'||'__"|.~'|1 fhige 2
ets in life that represent what God did but ath
ers may not helieve.

Following thix anocinted message from God
and the Inwvitation to Christan DkEcipleship,
Hol Communion was served. The minksters
led in the comsecration of the elements and
congreganmts were served individually at the
attar by Pastor Glayborn,

The special unleavensd communion bread
was baked by Siter Paulette Willlams, The
Benediction was offered by the Rewverend
Sheri Clayharm., Thi solemn service was in
preparation for the sarrow of Good Friday and
the rejoicing on Besurrection Sunday. Te God
hethe Glory
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Stewardship Seminar

LR CRET T e K

Day 3—"The Tipping Paint "

The Friday night session of the Stewardship
Seminar was a preaching service. The Male
Chorus rendered the music with an appropri-
ate: selection, "I've Come to Receive My
Bleszing.

Dr. Watley's sermon was entitled “The Tipping
Point" and the textwas from Haggai 2:15-19,
D, Wi atley began by giving these examples of
tipping points. The tipping point for Blacks in
the neighborhoed B 20 percent. The fax ma-
chine was introduced in 1984 and the tpping
point was in 1887, Rosa Paks and the Mont-
gomery bus boycolt was the tipping point fo
Cr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He then posed the
guestion, "Why can some of us not:be ahle to
tip awver to financial stabilty™ He explained
that this was the guestion Hagoai was posing
to the people. Az long as they spent what
they wanted an themseles and gave God the
left owvers, He was not going to honor them,
They had to put Him first,

Dr. Watley expressed thal believers should
knowe howe to trust God because they know He
s faithful. He proceeded to list biblical fathers
who reached their tipping points of frust; in-
cluding Abraham, Caleb, Meizes, Job, Bavid,
and ethers, Jesws reached his tipping point
when He was baptized, withstood Satan in the
wilderness, when He told Peter to get behind
Him, when He was crucified and when He
rose on the third day,

Following the message, prayver was offered for
current tithers, new tithers and for persors
who accepted the challenge to try tithing foi
10 weeks.

Some of B Watley's books were available for
purchase through the seminar. Many mem-
bers took advantage of the opportunity to e
tend the benefits of the seminar through boolk
purchas es.

Praise God for thie dymamic: teacher and
preacher!

Ninth District Offers
Group Life Insurance

The Sth Episcopal District offers Universal
Group Life Insurance for elergy, WS and Lay
members of the District  The diEtribution to
beneficiaries is G567 % to the primary benefi
ciary, 13.33% to the chureh or charitable or-
ganization designated, and 20% to Daniel
Payne Caollage Legacy Willage.

The policy & for F75000 (for persons undes
age 957 and the premium will be determined by
Auguet 2012, Seethe plan form for pelicy cow-
ETafe per persons over age 65,

i you plan to enroll in the insurance pro-

gram for 2013 you must submit the enroll-
ment form to the 8 District office by May 1.

The premium payment will be due by Octa-
ber 30, 2012,

Farms and instructions for the application pro-

£BSS are a'-.rallal:lle an ﬂ1e 0" Districtwebsite at

Fitte  fhe Rl ThL

] Erfisl .o may aki
cnntin:t ﬂ'lE St .Jnhn I"hun::h :lﬂ'in:E for maore

information.

9" Episcopal District
2012 Mid-Winter
Conference

AL e ol Mk i ]

Pastor Claybem that carried over to the other
attendess. Mo one present could deny that the
anointed presence of the Holy Spirt had paid
us a visit during this session. The guestion was
possibly raked a to who & thks ansinted
yvoung Man of God among us? MNow, everyone
knows the new Pastor of Saint John AME
Churgh, Huntswille. Al praises and honor te
God for sending this capable and humble sen-
ant to lead this congregation to higher heights
and desper depths in Him. Eye hath notseen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath pre
pared for ‘them that lowve Him (1 Corinthians
2:89,
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¥1r Habitat for Humanity
Workers Needed 2012 Build

This year's build will be a four hedroom howse at 5230 Banks Road for Diane Warren and her
family. Dianne & originally from C hicago, but has lived in Tennessee and Alabama most of her
Iife. Dlanne, her two daughters, Amanda, 25, and Lindsey, 21, two grandchildren, Ashanae, 10
manths, and Lnden, B months will lve inthe house. Dianne & employed with Mational Capper.

Churches partnenng with St.odohn are Church ef the W ativity Epscopal, First G hristian, 5t John,
5t Matthew's Episcopal, First Preshyterian, Aldersgate United Methodist, United ©hurch Of
Hurntswille, and Covenant Presbyterian. St. John members are urged o paricipate inthis project
Just sheww up atthe work site on the worlk days listed below and there will be samething for you

o do,

DATE DAY ACTITY

Apr, 17, 18,21 Tue, Thur, Sat Faint walls, clean floors and windows, install vin tile

Apr, 24, 2,28 Tue, Thur, Sat Iretall and paint interior deors and trirm, lands cape

May 1, 3, 6 Tug, Thur, Sat Irstall cabinets, { plumbing by ethers) and electrical
focture

May 8, 10,12 Tue, Thur, Sat Irstall closet hardwear e, window blinds, storm doars,
bathraom

flay 15,17, 18 Tue, Thur, Sat Catch up work, touch up paint, clean and was floors

Watk punch list, DEDICATION CEREMONY: Sat. 16th

Regular working hawrs are from 2:00 A0 to 3:00 PR with a break for luneh around noan,
Lunches are provided on Saturdays enly. Bring carpentry tooks, a utility lknife, gloves, if yaou
have them,

Texting Teen Hews
March 212

Written by: Mariah Gullatte

| hopethe luch of the Irish was on your side in March! To begin the month, the youth had a youth
night aut at the howling alley with Pastor Clayborn and first lady, Reverend Sheri Claybom, to tak
about our needs and ideas for the church! We enjoyed pe=za, fellonship, and fun. The pastor ako
learned a couple of our moves lke. the stanky leg, the dougie, and the beef-it-up, justto name a
fewu! LOL {laugh out loud), To all u kids inschoal, | pray that you take your time and do your ab-
solute BEST anyour TEST! ) And a guick tip! Mate sure you k eep away from'this dreadful pal
len! Andthat sums up this month' s aews! U ntil et irmetey] (Tak To Yeu Later)

Mewes textfor this month 5 John 193
When then chief priests therefore and oficers saw him | they cred ow, sayng, cocily ki | Pilate
saith imio trem | ake ye fim | and crucify kim . for L fnd o Gulin Rim .
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Vacation Bible School
June 11-15, 2012

Wie are counting enyou, Stodohn. I you have notsigned upas a veolunteer for WBES it & not toa
late. DO T TODAY, Weolinteer signup sheets are available online (hitp Fstjohname-hisy org!

resaurcesiile-downloadsicat viewdS-church-forms) inthe church office and in the vestibule;

Here iz where volumte es are needed:

Preschool Teaching Staff Phetographer
DevetionWorship Leader Registation

Primary Teaching Etaf Skit Copordinator
Craft Coordination Staff Recreation Staff
Adult Teaching Statf Publicity Coordinator
Refres hment Planning Juniar Teaching Staff
Teen Teaching Staff Decarations

Help wherever you san

VBS Workshop

Urban Ministries, Ine., an African American Christian publehing and communications company, will
conduct a VBS workshop 1o introduce the curnoulum to-3t. John VBS teachers and staff,

EVERYOME IS INVITER!

Come out-and bring afriend; The workshop will be held at:
STJOHN ARE,
220 Chureh Strest; Huntswille, &L
Saturday April 21,2012
000 a.m —12 haon

"Follow me and | will make yau fishers af men.” Matthea 412
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Artist Describes Work
Displayed at Pastor’s
Welcome Reception

This picture was talen betore the sculplures wers
stratenicall yplaced.

The fabrie- based sculptures were intended 1o
be transfermative in nature and purpose, They
weere positioned insdech a manner to chanpge a
common halkway into an otheworldly proces-
sion of abstract greeters. Each form was a
construction of ordinary materials,

The armature or structural support was made
from an ironing board and bed pilless. The
outer coverings were  mostly fabrics, with
mized media.

Each sculpture was based an the congept of
"Elevating the Crdinary, This 5 an aesthetic
phenomenon that dates back fo the pre-
histeric artist Howerer, the concept has heen
adopted by madern artist, (20th & 21st centw
ries],

Bue to the eurrent advancement, and varied
production of materialk atists have found ere
ative applications for everyday, commaon, of
ardinary products, These products, alang with
natural materials, are usedto express, to chak
lenge, to delight, to puz=le, to inform, and in
this case to welcome the viewesr,

Or. Cliftor Pearson is a refired professor afart.
He has taught at numerous colleges and universi-
fies across the nation, induding Mabarma Ak Uni-
wrsity. He is mamied to Clementine Pearson and
they hawe two grown children and 3 grandeaugh-
ter. Or, Pearson is @ memberofthe 5t John Stew-
ard Board andthe hale Chors,

Upcoming Preaching
Engagement

Pastor Clayborn to Preach
at Progressive Union

Fastor Clayborn will preach an Sunday ewven-
ing, April 22nd, & & pm at Progressive Unign
Misionary Baptist Church, The Male Chorus
will sing.

Progressive Union & located at 1217 Brandon
Town Bd NW, Huntsville, Alabama 35816 and
the Reverend Wayne Snodgrass i the pastor.

Reverend Sheri to Speak
at Women’'s Conference

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn will be
ang of the presenters at a Women's Confer-
ence at Mt Zion AME Church in Florence,
Alabama, on May 45 20712, Please encour-
age her with your prayers and, if possihle,
your atendance.

The Reverand Temence Cate & the pastor,

... Have It Your Way
Choose Biole Study at

pon Bible Study o th
0 m. Bible Study eath

Children's Bible Study at 6:30 pm
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Easter Program 2012: Like No Other

By Chery Anderson

When Reverend MeCall would always say, "the best & yetto come,” he had no jdea what would
happen on Easter Sunday 2012,

The moments before the Easter program began, started ke any other with much hustle and bustle.
Therewere props to be setup, costumes to be donned, and childrento be found and putin place.
Cince these areas weretaben care of the pragram began,

Mk. Ernestine Barmes-lvery began the program with the song “Were You There" which was fol
lowed by a prayer read by Wvelte Cooper-Zlark and the scripture reading taken from John 3:16-21
read by Reverend leriam Gamett

The children marghed inte the sanctuary
ta the tune of "Hesanma” holding signs
and waving palm leaves looking = harp in
their Easter garl. &fter they were in place
13 sing, Ms. Rosa Whittakker read a poem
fitled, "Hosanna Be the Children's Seng’,
and then the children's chor sang
"Children, Jesus Laves You" and "Were
You There”,

Falleewing the children's  ehiir, Michael
Clark, Anthory Harkin, Britney Lodoett,
Roderick Lodiett, Renald Locket, Jr. and
Eddie. Whitehead, Jr. pedfarmed a skit
called "Happy Happy D ay” with assistance
from Julian Joseph,

Recitations were given by Jared Burns,
Patrick Claybarn I, Kennedy Rankin-
Crutcher, Jessica Harkin, Blak e Johnson,

Reagan Lawson, Antho _
ny Mack , Caylon Maves,
Curtie  Mayes, Jordan
P atterson, Breeyanna
Rochelle, Jasmyne Ho
chelle, Kathryn Budsham ¢
SWhite, MeLeod Buck-
ham-W hite, Kimberly
Whitehead, Janise Wik
liarms, Cambridge Wikon
and Channing Ransom

Wils on.

Tashia Moare- Hart,
LeeTre' Johnson, TalLea
Moaore, and Tohias

Moaore {grandchildren of
Mr=, Rosemarny Wells?,
all the way from Coleman 8
Chapel A M.E. Church in

A s our page 11




St. John A.M.E N, Apnl 2012 Fage 11

Easter Program 2012: Like No Other
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kenosha Wisconsin, gave an AMAZING praise dance performance te "Don't Sl The St John
Youth and Young Adult Prase Dance Team carsisting of Kalon Andersen, Kourtney Bunwell, Ghel
sea Carter, Mariah Gullatte, Brittany Locket, Jaya Mack, Wallace Parham, Eimberly Whitehead,
Channing Rarsom Wikon, and coordinator Jennifer Patterson peformed several dances through-
out the play. The songs were: "Help e Believe", "Father Can You Hear Me”, "My Testimom”, and
"Still | Rise", They were all anesaome! The additien of the young men was especially nice to see.

The playtitled "Gods Masterpiece: & Portrait of the Life that Changed Humanity” was adapted from
Matthew chapters 27 and 22, The focus of the play was of Jesus' trial hefare Pontius. Pilate, the
soldies modiing Jesus, the crucifixion, the death and burial of Jesus, the rolling anay of the stone
atthe tomb, and Jesus’ resurre ction.

The play paticipants were: Glenn Harkin as Jesus; Dennts Deloach as Pontius Pilate; Alicia
Brownlow as Pilate's wife; La
don Moore a Barabhbas; Da-
vid Well, ¥avier B embert and
Brandon Moore a Pharisees;
Josiah Gullate, Michae!| Clark,
Anthony Harkin and Eddie
Whitehead, Jr, a Soldiers;
Ashley Lews a Mary Magdas
lene; [Dasha Rembert as
Mary, the mother of James
and Joseph; Kaityn MeClung
ds Mary, Zebedes's wife; and
Erica Harbin a the Angel of
the: Lard. The narraters were:
Yuette CooperClak, Justn
“ork, Lorraing Parham, Pame:
la Whitehead, and Rosemary
Wells, Karmen Latimore read
a poem and Shayla Wikan
read & prayer atthe end of the play. They all were EXCELLENT!

The badk graundfor the play included a slide show displayed on a bigscreenwith pictures refevant
to each scene. Dr. Pearson created a stonewhich was used as the prop forthe tomb scene, There
was music playing throughout the scenes provided
by NI, Willie Sandifer in the sound booth. Mr. Lawe
rence Souffrant on piano also provided music.

The piéce de résetance was Ms. Mary Bankin
singing "We Shall Behold Him". OMG that was the
|best program ending! She sounded BEAUTIFLILI
| She received a standing ovation and there were
many tears shed,

Crverall, the: program touched so many lives, So
much so; that eleven year old Josiah Gullatte gave
his life to G hrist, There wasn't'a dry eye [eft inthe
~sanctary, This was the best Easter Program ever!
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Parent Wisdom

By Rewersnd vanessa Glovs

Farent may ash, how does one become wiseTWhat are the human mechanisms to encowage 7
When God, of course, s the provider of wisdom, one leams from the cloud of witnesses who hawve
gone before. The wikdom and virtue passed on through time a one generation leams fram the
obedience of it witnessesfelders. God's fathfulness in the future was establehed because of Hi
faithfulness in the past History and traditions are not simply to remember "what happened” but tor
maintain a shared memaory that shaped idertity, It & imperative ta learn from the cloud of witnesses
whio by faith faced difficult times yet pesevered. We experience wisdom when we pace ourselves
in‘this life fulfilling our God-given purpese, (Hebrews Chapter 11—the Hall af Faith) We experience
wisdom when we put on the Armor of God (Ephesians 8:10-18% and run the C hristian race with per
severance looking to Jesus; the author and finisher of Faith, who endured the cross, despising the
shame, and now seated at the righthand of the thione of Ged. (Hebrews Chapter 12) The wiriter of
Hebrews presented examples of men and women living by faith in chronological order sothat today
in real-time these great men andwoemen of fath continue to speak to us, long after they are gone.
Thewriter s encouraging us to live the faith God has given us, not primarily saving faith; but the life
of faith!

Why do'We Praise Him?
Wie all have heard the rhyme, "April showers bring May flowers " Well, this & the season to get your
Fraize on! After the unpleasant elements of the rain in our lives, after an increased |level of the
Word of God that causes growth, and Faith the sze of 3 mustard seed that He & still wotking in the
urseen realm of our [ives —Mow is the time ta Praise Him for who He .

He s the foundation of our Faith
He is the key toaur Knewledge’
He is the well-spring of Wisdom
He is the doomway to our Deliverance
He i the pathway to our Peace
He is the roadway to Righteousness
He is the gate keeperto Glary
Heis the highway to our Happiness,

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye Ifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glaryshall
come in.Whe & this King of glarny? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in batiie. Lift up
wour heads, O ye gates; even lftthem up, yve everlasting deors; and the King of glery shall eame in.
Whaisthie King ef glory™? The LORD of hests, He & the King of glary. Selah. Psalm 24:7-9 K1

Prayer; Lord, | pray our children will not be ashamed of the Gospel, for t 5 the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believes. Romans 118

Thoughtful Parent. FAMILY, ke branches on a tree, all grow in different directiors vet roots re-
main -as ane—Author unknown
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9" Episcopal District
African Methodist Episcopal Church

2012 Pentecost Explosion
“Igniting the World m

.

“Igniting the ?I!d for Christ"
James Levert Davis
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2012

May Church School reviews were writen by
Kenneth Parham,

May &, 2012

Lesson Title: The Bread of Life

Lesson Secripture! John &

Print: John 18:22-35

D evotional Songs: #5300, #2538 ], and £243 )
Hey Yerse: Jesus declared, "l am the bread
of Iife. He whe comes to me will never go hur

gy, and he who believes in me will never be
thisty' (dohn 8:35),

After Jesus safisfied the basic need of the
crowd, the orowd sought to locate Jesus and
to held a spintual disoussion with Jesus, But
Jesus hnew that the crowd was notready, He
understood that the crowd still needed nour-
ishing In order to achisve spirtual avareness
In-the dialogue with the erowd, Jesus made
the points that man sheuld work for feod that
endures for sternal life, that itwas not Moses
whe pravided the bread from heaven but that
it wias God and, that Jesus (Hel s the true
Bread He s to the soul what bread 5 1o the
body, nourshment and support for thie spirtuw
al life. Matthew Henmy's cemmentary inde
cates that the significance of Jesus' siate-
ments was that He is the Bread which came
dowwn fram heaven and His proclamation de-
notes the Divinity of Chiist's person and aka
Hi authaority, the Divine arngin af all the good
wehich flowes through Him,

May 13,2012

Lesson Title: The Good Shepherd

Lesson Seripture: John 10:1-18

Print: John 10:7-18

Devotional Songs: #2235 []; #2531 []; and #243])
Hey Yerse: "l am the good shepherd; | know
my sheep and my sheep know me" {John
10:14,

This text can be broben ite twoe pars. In
dohn G710, Jesus compared Himself to a
gate @ dear and in John 10;11-18, Jesis
compared Himsef & the Good Shepherd.

Az the gate or gate keeper, Jesus dmplied that
He & the great Mediatar bemneen God and
man. He ako implied that there were others
before Him whe gave Inaccurate directions as

to how to come inde Gods kingdam. The acew
rate answer 5 that ape must eome In by Jesus
Chriet as the Door, Jesus ako made a promie
of salvation to the believers. Christ has all that
care for His church, and for every believer, that
a good shepherd has for his fladi, and He ex
pects the church, and every believer, to wait an
Hirm andto stay in HE presence

L35 3 Good Shepherd, Jesus made an analagy
weith many who were not thieves, yet were care-
less in their duty and ceuld cause spirtual harm
(worldhy or poor doctring) to the sheep, or gven
abandonmert of the sheep, leaving the sheep
{Christans) o nawvigate through worldly crises.
Jesius on the other hand, knows whom He has
chozen, and & sure af them; they alke know
whorm they have trusted, and are sure of Him.
dzsie made acknowledgement of others thal
may not be of the Jewish faith bt whe sedis
the truth a5 well and that He will be theit Shep-
herd a= well Jesus identifies the one trat that
made Him a sandidate for being 3 Good Shep-
herd; that was His willingness to lay down His
life for the redemption afthe sheep.

Way 20, 2012

Lessan Title: The Resurrection and the Life
Lesson Seripture: dohn 17:1-44

Print John 11:17-27, <-4

Tentative Devotional Songs: B530[; #2272 []; and
#2437

Hey Verse' "Jesus sald to her, 'l am the resur-
rection and the Iife: He who believes in me will
live, eventhough he dies ™ (John 11:25),

This lesson demorsttates an example of umwva-
vering fath shown by both Martha and Mary,
Marmy know the story of Lazars, his illness, his
death and his resurrection by Jesus. Martha,
hearing that Jesws was nearby met Him a& he
approached. It s noted that she was not com
bative o angry in communicating with Jesus.
She confronted Jesus with faith and simply stat-
ed that f Jesus had bheen near, her hrother
would not have died. Jesus then tock the op-
portunity to teach a Ife changing lesson.  He
indicated that'if she really believed in HIM, she
would kKnow that HE was the resurrection and
the |ife and that those who believe in HIM even
thaugh they die, will live. Martha indicated that
yes, she believed Jesus was the Son of God.

i i dav R A1)
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Church School Lesson

AL o vl o e 1 4

This lesson teaches that even though one
goes through trials, if they enter with the faith
shown by Martha and Mary they too will come
out of the storm tested, hut spirtually whols.

May 27,2012

Lessaon Title: The Way,the Truth, and the
Life

Lesson Sorpture: John 14

Print: dehn 1<:1-14

Tentative Devational Songs: #2271 [; #2345 .
and #2943 [

Hey Verse: "Jesws answered, ' am the way
and the truth and the life, N o one comes to the
Father exceptthrough me™ (Jahn 146}

Throughout the Gospels, the relations hip that
Jesus had with the diEciples was well docu
mented. 2= noted in the seriptures, Jesus
discussed the purpose af Hi minktry, how
Hi minstry fulfilled the serptues of the earle
er prophets and that He would someday be
taken away and would be the sacrificial offer-
img for man.

Time after time, one of the disciples asked o
made an inappropriate statement; Jesus then
had to either demorstrate His spirtuality by
performing a miracle or put the disciple in
check by making a profound statement or rewv-
elaton. It& surmised that Jesus spoke in
parables or in other methods, becawse He
understood the time schedule that He was on
biut others af His time did not. Imagine dieing
ail the things that Jesus did in three short
vears. What He accomplished in that short
time period would be the accomplshments of
a lifetime for most The reviewer again sur-
mises that the disciple's minds were not ready
to comprehend the finality of the moment in
Jdohn 13 and John 14 It B noted later, in
Jdohn, that ewen after the resurnection, one of
the dieciples showed he faithlessness by
wanting proof hefore he fullf helieved.

Thereis mowa Young Adult Church School

Classthat istaught by Dr, Thaia Lowve
Brawn.

S=e you in Church Schoal!

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: 21 April 2012
10:00 A M, — 1130 A,

Gam & Plan for Life: Your Personal Playbook for
Success, Joe Gibbs, 2011

HApril 2012

May 2012  Diszussion Date; 20 May 2012

10:00 A, — 11,30 & M.

The Emancigation of Robert Sadler, Ghapian &
Sadler, 2092 : :

Oyer fity years after the Emancipation Procia
‘mation, Robert Sadler was sold into slavery at
the age offive--by his own father, This & the no
~holds- barred fale of those dark days, his quest
fat freedam, and the determination to-sence
wthers bomn out ofhis experience. |tis & storyaf
good triumphing cver gvil, of God's grace, and
ofan extaordinary fife of minktry,

Health Corner

The Aheimers Asseciation Mid Sowuth Chap
ter = spamsering an Alzhsimers AZ Bvent,
Saturday, May 5 2012 at the UAH University
Center, Everything one needs to know about
Akheimers will be under one roof The event
is FREE and it & open to the public,

There will be relevant presentations about Al
heimers, entertainmenrt, family caregiver wark-
shaps, CEW's availakle for professionals, res-
pite area, kid zone and much more.

Cal tfoday for  more  infermation at
258 8201575 ar visit us atwwenw alz orgfattn.
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St. John's Children Enjoy Easter Egg Hunt

Easter week end was an exeiting time for the children at 5t John. The weekend began on Friday
evening with the Easter program rehearsal, Following the rehearsal many of the children and
youth (with parertal supervision) participated in an evernight lock-in. The merning breakfast ir
cluded sausage, pancak es, milk, juice and fruit. Anather Easter program rehearsal was held at2
am and the Easter Egg Huntwas held after the rehearsal.

Something to Smile About!
Joke of the Manth
Fenr of

_E:—?]P?A woung boy had just gotten his driving permit: He asked his father, whe was a
minister,  they could discuss the use of the car, His father took him to his study
and said to him, "'l make a dealwith you. You bring your grades up, study your Bible & litle and
get your hair cut and we'll tak about it." After about @ month the boy came back and again asked
his father ifthey could discuss us e of the car. They again went to the father's study where his fa-
ther said, "Son, I've been real prowd of you. You have brought your grades up, you've studied
yvour Bible diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut!”
The young ran waited a moment.and replied, ""ou knoty Dad, I've been thinking about that. You
know, Samson had long hair, Meses had long hair, Moah had leng hair, and even Jesus had long
hair...." Te which his father replied, "Yes, and they wak ed everywhere theywent"




St John AMEN, Apnl 2012 Fage 20

St. John AME Church Nean prefi

229 Church Street U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntswille, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,ong

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor '
The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkorm, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Aaril 24 YWEBS Workshop, 10:00 am—12:00 prm
Urhan Ministries, Inc., Instructor

April 22 Progressive Union Missionary Baptist Church, Pagtar Claybom,
Freacher, G:00 pm

Mlay 20, 2092 Missionary Day, 1050 am, The Reverend Sheri Smith Claybom,
Preacher

May 27, 2012 Fentecast Bxplosian

Jurme 14-1%, 2012 Yacation Bibkle Szhoaol

Jume 2T—ly 4, 2012 45tk Quadrennia Session of the General Conferenceof the
African Mahodist Episcapal Church, Mashwille, Tennessee

That it you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lard" and believe Inyour heart
that God rased him framthe dead, you will be saved. Romars 10:8

INDNJG
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Pastor’'s Meditation

The Direction of Love: An Ode to Mothers

1 Carnthians 13

Motherhood 5 not defined merely by biology, Wes, biology plays a role. However, a person
tloes not have 1o physically bear a child t8 be a mother. The force that truly characterizes
metherthood & |ove. The apestle Paulsaid, "K | speas inthe tongues efmortak and angels, but
don't have love, | am a noiy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have prophetic powers and
understand all mysteries and allk nowledge, and if | have all faith, so &8s to remove mountains,
but do not hawve love, | am nothing. If | give away all my possessions, and i | hand over my
body sa that | may boast, but do not have leve, | gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Mother-
Reue ® 1o Parth O.CEYDON | hpood does imvolve service to and the rearing of a child, 3 dream, or a vision. et, motherhood
& more than a setof actions. The set of actions 5 guidad by lowve.

Love transforms @ persen inte being a mother. Love & an agent of trarsformation, Befare a
person gendinely offers love, he orshe has first been trarsfarmed by leve, |15 it pot interesting
that Jesus told us to lowe our neighbors & ouseles. (Madd 12;3177 Cerdainly, we must lave
aursehves to love others, butJesws' statement abo implies that we must be touched by lave
before we offer it o others. Love demands transfarmation! This & why Paulsays, "When | was
a child, | spoke lke a child, | thought ke a child, | reasoned lkke a child;, when | became an
adult, | put an end to childs b ways" {1 Corinthiars 13:17). Love matures ane fram childish seH-
centeredness to 3 maturity that helps others. Withouwt love, the energy to gtay up late helping
with hemework B impossible ta find, Without léve, the sersitivity to care for that struggling
woung child oryoung drearm & undetectable: Love puts aninexhaustible endurance in mothers
that rever allows for giving up an thatwhich comes fram their physical of spirfual womls.

Thus, the lowve of & mother always touches someone eke. There is no way 1o love without
touching. Howard Thurman —in his book Jesus anrd the Dismbkenled — says that contact witho ut
fellowship produces contermpt. Charity work without a serse of fellowship B not love. We cam
not overlook people and claim to serve them. Love B not done in general and in abstract. Lowve
6 donre inthe particular and concrete. How do we love someone genemally? If we love some
ane, there are specific reasors why you love that person. Their smile puts & bounce in your
step. Their life has so touched our life that i trarsformed us, Or, we hawve an inherent interest
to help meet their needs. Again, love imfolves touch, Paul said, "Love & patient; lowve & Kind;
love s not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. it dees notimsist on s own way; it s not
irrtable or resemtful.. . [Love] bears all things... [and] endures all things" {1 Corinthiars 13:4-7).
Lowve touches someone ekel Love imvobves touching with care. This means that a mothers
agenda & abvays mating sameane eke primary.

FLRE U R ] |
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Pastor’s Meditation

The Direction of Love:
An Qde to Mothers

Al it bt ) e e J |

Let us be clear. When Paul say that love
bears all things and endures all things, he i
MOT taking about enddring abuse! Love bears
the work of regjecting abuse and liberating
those tapped by abuse. There & a difference
between abuse and sacrifice. Leove will make
sacrfices. Love turns over tables in the temple
and requires a higher standard for those who
profess love. Love will rek erucifisionto spread
it message, The cross. cannot kill love perma-
nenthy. Lowe rizes again. Love neverfails! This
typifies the love of a mother.

Finalky, love trusts God. A mothers love puk
i trustin God. The bible & replete with tradi
tlonal examples of mothers  putting theirtrustin
God Hannah literally gives -her child te God by
leawing him in the temple to be AiEsed by the
priests (1 Samuel 1-33, Additionally, the hible is
filled with examples of non-traditional mothers
putting their trust in God. Esther, a queen whe
has no hiological children — intercedes for her
nation of Israel by reking her life in going to
zee the king. She said, "If | perish, | per
ish" ({ BEsther 418%. Rahab, a prestitute, protects
the enemies of her country because she recog-
nizes that God & for her nation's enemies
(Jeshua 2. The woman with an alabaster box
—who & notconnected to any man and has no
children — uses the expensive ointment within it
to serve Jesus ( Matthew 26:6-13). A mother's
love Is willing to put life at risk In trnisting God
=@ that help and hope & given to someone or
samething else,

Let us thank God foi the direction that love
takes. Letus thark Goaod for mothers — radition
4l and nortraditional We give God praise far
gach of you. We salte you for the: love you
have spread in this warld!

Reverend Sheri Speaks

at Women's Conference
By Janette Smith

The R everend Sheri Clayvborn was an invited
guest speaker for it. Zion A M.E's fist an
nual Weaemens Gonference. The Florence,
AMabama church & under the leadership of
the Reverend Terrence Cate and his wife the
Reverend Alice Catn,

On Saturday, May 5, 2012, Rev. Sheri mins-
tered tothe eager group of abaut 25 women
about, 'Finding the Inner Path to God” The
workshop led atendees to reflect an how
much time they spend wedkly on activities
ke working, sleeping, erertainment and
faith-filed deveotion. Then, Rev. Sheri shared
hew traly finding the inner path to God re
quires surrender, accepting and affering for-
giveness daily, and a lifestyle of worship. The
workshop attendees shared wvery candidly
about the areas of their lives that drawe their
attentions away from spending time with God
and they were open to hear Rew, Sheris
peark of wisdom about dealing with day to
day econflicts that arise. The session ereated
deep inner reflection, meaningful dialogue
and even offered 3 Tew laughs,




St. John A.M.E N, May 2012 Fage 3

The SonRise Pageant

By Erin Lot

The Single Adult MiniEtry hosted a tip to the SonRiEe Pageant in Collegedale, TN on &pril 7,
2012, The SonRize Pageants an interactive, put-you-there-at the scene fip through Christs
final days leadingto His death and resurrection, The cast B made up of over 800 Southern Ad
ventiet University students and churzh members. The Collegedale Seventh- day Adwventist
Chureh has affered this "wak-through' pageantsince 1208,

The pagearnt began in the Caollegedale Church sanctuary where attendees witnessed various
scenes of hopelessness and despair, such as a family in front of their heme destroved by a tor-
nada, the homeless waiting in line for food, and a teen facing peer pressure, It was |ater re-
vealed that angels were present in every scene. Finally Jesus appeared over each scens,
s howing that even though onefeel alone or without hope, God 5 ever present:

Cnce the group left the sanctuary, they entered Judea on the guestio Jerusalem. Judea fea
tured a small market place, llamas, camek, goats, and even lepers outside the city begging foi
maoney, &f the gates ofJerusalemthere was a waitfor guards to allow entrance into the city, As
the wak comtinued through Jerusalem, there was a pottery shop, blacksmith's shop, a winery,
and a hotel amongst other things.  Next, palms were gven to everyane and small children an-
nodurzed the coming of Jesus inteJemusalem. Jeswus arrived to fanfare on a donkey and began
to mingle with the crowved,

G hristand His disciples then gathered for the Last Supper. Jesus made it known that one of His
digciples would betray Him.: HiE disciples wereflabbergasted by His announcement. The group
abserved G hrist and His dieciples engapge in the fist communion, Jeswus broke the bread and
poured the wine explaining s meaning and significance. Jesus alo was hed the feet of His dis-
ciples and declared, tothe disbelief of Peter, that Peter would demy Him three times.

Everyone wak ed away from the Last Supperto the Garden of Gethsemane. Inthe garden, they
witnessed Jesus' prayerto God, Though Jesus wanted to fulfill Gods will, He ako wanted the
suffering to end, Thie struggle was shown by the metaphoric appearance of Satan and an angel
Satan tempted Jesis to wak away and notsave sinners. The angel proclaimed that Jesus' act
would save the world. Jesus then knewwhat He had te do, save humandkind. After He stood
from His prayer to wake His disciples, a mab led by Judas appeared, Anahercation arose and
Jesus asked He disciples not to reskt Jesus went willingly. This scene rekindled this writer's
lowe to servie the Lord because of all the anguish and trials that He weent through justto save me.
At that mement, this writer wanted to enter the seene and truby fight for the Lord.

Jesus was then led to be judged by Pilate in front of a large croad. Pilate asked # Jesus was
truly the King of the Jewws . Jesus replied that He was. The crowd became restless with people
shouting accusations aboutJdesus, Itwas verd ursetlling to know thatsomeone you love (Jesus)
woas treated so badly, Pilate's vearky' custom was to release a prisoner the crowd wanted, When
askedto choose between the prisoner and Jesus, the crowd chose the prisoner. Pilate released
the prsaner and ordered Jesus flogged, whipped, and turned cverto Roman saldiers to be oruci-
fied. Dvenvhelming shouts from the crowd were heard, satisfied with Pilate's ardes. Jesus took
His cross and with little strength began Hie wak to be crucified. As the group waked behind
Jesus, they winessed people mecking and welling at Him. Some in the crowd waked aleng,
celebrating His pain and upcoming erucifidion.  This writer was irritated by their actions. twas
amazing how the peoplewerese quick to judge and revel in the suffering of Jesus

Jesus was then crucified on a cross and died. Emotions in the crowd were high as Jana Gog
gans witnessed a young girl yvell "Me" and she began to cry. & young soleist sang "Were You
There When They Crucfied My Lord" as Jesus' body was lowered from the cross and led to the
tarh,
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Vacation Bible School
sunday—Thursday
June 10-14, 2012

Register NOW!

Wacation Bikle Sehool 20126 comingsoon. Class regitration forms are available inthe vestibule.
Help us to getyouthe material you need to make VBS an enjoyakle experience for all.

REGISTER Nowi!

"Follow me and | Will mace you fishers of men.” Matthew 419

Pentecost Explosion 2012...
Door to Door Witnessing
“lgniting the World for Christ”

May 27", 2012
On Sunday May 27th, there will be one service at 8 a.m.

Takin’ It to the Streets!
Pentecost Explosion 2012

JOIMN US for a LIFE CHAMNGING EXPERIEMNCE!
sunday, May 27, 2012
1T1AM-3P M

Jaoin your church family
&
lie anagent of change in our cammunityl

St vogwil receive power when the Hok Spint comes gponyou Ang
1 vol will be oy witnesse s, teling people abolit me svalywhese—n Jene-

= : sakem, throgghowt dadea, In Samaria,-and o the ends of the sgith”
Pastar Clavbom leads training session for Acte 11ANILT

witness teams.
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Powerful Messages Delivered at Spring Revival
By MWIEN Staff Wirte =

Spring Revwal was off to @ spirted start led by the St John
Fraise Team of Brother Dennis Deloach, M, Cheryl Anderson,
hk. Jeanette Smith, 5. Jakeyah Yoo and hr. Lars Averly, The
Reverend C harles Glaver offered the opening prayer. The Rew
erend Meriam Garrett read seripture. Kalon Anderson and Wal-
lage Parham ministered in dance, along with Mariah Guollatte.
The Reverend Bankolz Akinkinu, pastor of Baptist Grove Chureh
L | inRaleigh, Narth Carolina, was the evangelist,

The evangelist began the first night of revieal with a thought pre
vk ing message. The badk ground text for the sermon was from
Genesis 11:31 — 1233, with Acts 7:1-3 & a supplemental text,
The subject was "Goodbye & the only Option” The sermon
began with the story as described in Geness of Abraham. Rew.
The Reverend Homer MeC all, The Reverend [Akinkinu referenced Abrsham a5 a central personality to assit in

Barkole Sinbinu and Pastor Claybormn understanding a relationship with God and the righteousness that
cames thraugh faith.

In the story of Abraham, God directed him to leave his family and courtry, God wanted 1o bring
hirm to something new. God told Wim he would be blessed iF he followed Him. Abraham believed
God, butstruggled to say goodbye to the ald, Rev, Akinkind stated "When God sends us into &
new season, He ako wank us fo say goodhye to the old. We should say hello te seeking God
fimt and goodbye to the idok.....(elease what 5 dear to us" Rewv. Akinbind cautioned, "Gad
won't allow you to come into the promise He has for yveu if someone & gaing to tear it dawn, Stop
compromising, say goodbye and be free” Every delay on the journey & not because God 5 not
ready to tak e people into @ new season; but because people tdie the long route, Oneshould re-
leaze what God wank released to get there faster. Rev. Akinbinu compared the airline's baggage
chedk limt to personal lves. |If bags weigh too much, the options are to unload and leave some
things bekind or paya higher price, He stated the same & true for one's spirtual life,

Reverend & inkinud challenged worshippers 1o ask thermselves, "How long will you continueto pay
a higher price™ Say goodbye to aveid being controlled by t=rror. When a person does not follow
Gods directiors, they often "seftle in" when God has so many more blessings for them. Rew,
Akinbinu suggested persons end up settling for less and therefore they do not have the peace
God wants them to have. The evangelist stated "God has more in store for vou, You will have
everything you need - integrity, peace, everything you need, if yousay goodbye to whatever God
asks you to let go of"

The spirited services continded on Thursday nighl The serman for the evening was entitled
"Weary Warriar, Keep Fighting" with text from 2 Samuel 23:8-10. In this message he Kk ened the
life of a believer to that of one of Davids mighty wartiors, Eleazar, He had tenacity and determing
tion in spite of fatigue. The warrior & a good model far the believer because when one decides to
order their footsteps in the Werd of God, they are called into warfare. Faith and discipleship are a
call to stand in opposition to the world of death. Rew, Akinkinu stated thatthe bible uses militaris-
ticmetaphors to describe the Christian life and gueted a number of these verses.

Eleazar was a model to believers becawse of the nature of his enemies, the Philistines. Theykept
coming hack, trying to destroy the people of God. Lkewise believers repeatedly face the genera-
fional curses of families, thorns in the flesh, situations that are taen to the attar and then taken
back, racist practices and bigotries. When the dewvil cannot overpowier, his strategy s to make one
weary 5o that they will retreat and abandon a wictory that has already been secured. Lke
Eleazal, believers should =tand their ground becaus e the blood still has power.

Ll vl e e &)
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Powerful Messages Delivered at Spring Revival

L dawliemaara Meal paege 41

! According to the preacher; Eleazars motivation was that he knew wheose
he was, Hi father was a miltary general and he was a descendant of
y Benjamin, atribe known for wardare. Belisvers have to know who they are
and look within at the rich stock from whence they have come. They have
the blood of Jesus. Rew. Akinbinu also highlighted the peint that Eleazar
knew he had to continue to hold on to the sword, even though his hand
gres weary, God would work a victory through his weary hand. The be
liever has a roch and a sword and should never get tos tired ar weary to
hald on te the sword, the Ward of God. Rew. Akinbinu recited a series of
promises inthe Word of God thatshould cause ane to held on.

Rev, Acinbinu stated that Eleazar's narme means “"Lord help me" He
mked the question, "D o yvou know the God who s an your side™ He re
minded everyone that they have a God who fought the battle for Jesus on their side and ended
the message with the reminder "If God be for s who can be against us™

Friday was the culmination ef an eutstanding revival series, Music for the evening was provided
by the Alabama & and M Gospel Ghoirwhich augmented the inspirational service.. The Reverend
Ainkinu continued to bring enlightening and uplifing revival messages. Inthis final night; the texd
weas Luke 1:28-38, with the sermaon titled, simply, "Abnormal’, The size of the one-word fitle did
not 1 eflect the enormity of the message.

Reverend Minbinu began by describing the typical ai "normal’ development over a lifetime that
might be described as "uneventful” He noted that Mary, the mother of Jesus, kel expected, but
did not have this "normal’ trars iton from ehildhood to marriage, a family of her own, and death.
He neted the speeific events that impacted Mary a she learned hoaw "abnarmal’ her mamiage aned
life iwould be dueto her special ealling a5 well a5 the "abnormal’ event of Jesus' life.

He noted that it would be “tragic’ to live life in a normalf'status que” manner rather than living life
in the fashion of being “fearfully and wonderfuly made by Gad'. Thatis, to have the "dash be-
twieen your bithdate and expiration date read ‘'normal”, He encouraged thos e listening to not
worry about these who miunderstand or hatethem, noting, "They hated Jesus", The evangelist
indicated that the methods to hear messages from God (rather than man) inelude going o ehurch,
iEolating oneself from people and “the loudness” that "hlodis out what God would hawve you hear;
that &, Hie messagefrevelations. Reverend Akinbing urged living on the woerd of the Lord, even
when it seems [ke things are not going well.

Reverend Skinbinu proclaimed that God has "called us to bring abnarmal fruit because of Gods
abnormal favar (e.g. what God did with and for Mary). He emphasized zetting lofty goal and that
with God, ane can”alloww what happened ta Mary happen teyou, Letthe Hely Spirit overshad o
you, Allow Sod to control your tengue, your mind, you. " Becognize that those positive attrib
utes, aswell as possessions, are all gifs from God.

The masterful evangelist brought the messapge to a crescendo as he highlighted the "abnormal’
life, death, and resunection, of Jesus, The congregamts rose to their fest in acclamation as Rew
erend Akinbinu proclaimed "l SERVE AN ABNORMAL GOD..| GIVE HIM ABNORMAL PRAISE. ..
AS HE DESERWES "

Az with each night, special prayer was offered for individuak (tonight it was Mariah Gullatte who
cffered a eaptivating ministny through dance) and anyene who wanted to come forward could de
za. Thi culminating night of revival was filled with a spirtual rejoicing and exuberance, which
actually characterized the entire series. Rewverend Akinbhinu, Pastor Glayborn, and each partice
pant ir the services inspired those who were blessedto-attend,
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Quadrennial General Conference

Worship Service
July 1, 2012

Hound trip bus fare to Nashville:
$20 per person

: J Depart from the church parking

lot at 7:00 a.m. and return the
same day.

Deadline to pay bus fare: May 25th

Sponsored by St John Lay Organization

After the worship service, dine at
Cock of the Wallk" Restaurant (Dutch treat)

RASHVILLE, TI

Although the outstanding success of these restaurants has heen centered
around their signature tem — fried catfish filets ("Fossibly the best catfish
in the nation,” Craig Claiborne, former food critic for the MY, Times), the

menu has been =panded to include: fried shrimp, steaks, salads, and
broiled chicken and fish.
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The Different Dimensions
Of Motherhood
WHO DO YOU CALL MOTHER?

By Abhiegail Hugine

When Julia Ward Heowe concephialzed Mother's
Day in the United States in 1870, | am sure she
did noet intentionally inzlude only biclogical moth
ers. Az we look atthe dimersions of motherhood
it can fallinto several categories.

Az | look back aver my life | can group the persons
who mentored me into several categaories of moth-
erhood. They are biolagical, spirtual; and surre
gate.

Wby hiological mether, Viala Wright Hamilton, can
be summed up in the words found in Proverbs
12528 "She & clothed with strength and digni
ty; she can laugh at the days to come. She
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on
her tongue. She watches over the affairs of her
household and does not eatthe bread of (dleress:
ler children arse and call her blessed, her hus-
band alkk o; and he prages her”  She provided care, taught- me respect and moral values, taught
me how to pray and most imporantly, how to leve sthes. | was truly amazed hew my mothe
wias ahble toraise 11 children and provide care and all of our basic necessities. | am sure every
orne says the same thing, but my mother was the "best ever”

Iy spiritual mothers were my grandmathers, Martha Bales Wright and Mary Billie H amilton, whe
remind me of Mary and WMartha in the bible, Both had a lastng impression on my [ife, Martha
Wright wwas a wery spiritual person who felt that you did ‘everghing according o the book. She
was the peson who led me to accept Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior aver fifty
vears ago. She rmade me learn hible verses. and passages. All of the spiritial children had to
learn three passages fromthe Bible: Psalm 23, Psalm 100, and | Corinthians 13. Throughout my
Iife | have rermembered these passages but alko have added more as | have matured as a Chris-
fian., She aksotaughtme how to praywith meaning and cormvicton.

Ity grandmether Mary on the sther hand was more subtle in expressing her faith, but she ex
pressed and lived the life of @ Christian each day with her smile, hercare, and sharing her s pirit
wiith the entire community, | never saw her angry in the years that | krew her. She was truly an
example & stated in James 2 1417 "What good & it my brothers, if a man elaims to have faith
hut has ne deeds™ Can such faith save him™? Suppoese a bhrother or sster s without clothes and
dailty food, §one of yousays to him, 'Ga, |wish youwell; keep warm and well fed,’ but does noth-
ing about his physical negds, what goed s £ Inthe same way, faith by iself f it s notaccompa
nied by action, & dead.”

Throughout my life, | have ako had surrogate mothers. There have been mamy but | will just
name two. Each taught me different things that | am now wing in 1ife. My aunt, Delore Wright
Williarms, prowvided opporunities for me to appreciate whe | was as a persen. Although | came
fram meager beginnings, il did nat mean that | had o ke thatway, She provided opportunities

LA L e JRL
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ITHRIVE Magazine Set to Launch June 2012

By Janette R. Smith

The youth and young adults of thk age fight whatseems to be an
uphill battle to grow and dewelop in characte; and God corsclous-
ness. The messages of mairstream media very seldom reflect the
pes itive images of what and who they should apirete hecome. The
iTHRIWE tearm began seeking new ways to minister to the voung
people in our gehurch, The goal to make the word of God aecessilile
and palatable forthat generation by offering a resource that & real,
ran and relevant forthe type of situations and circumstances they
face,

"W you do what you ve alweys done, you N get what you always got”
That familiar phrase proves true even in church. We know we can't
successfully fight what society throwes atour young people using the
zame minstry approaches of our owwn youth, On that realization the
caneeptfar iTHRIWE was barn.

et Comegted. Stay Connected. That tag line reflects the maga-
zine's sharge to young people to draw close to Jesus Christ thraugh
Gods Word, as we share trareparent and engaging articles on nw
merads topics including:

What it means ta besaved

Permsonalstories and testimonies froam members

Howi to relate { personal relations hips and family ties)

Coping with D is ap pointment

F acing Fear

Spiritual Growth

Understanding Financial Resporsibility

D ealing with Atttudes and Emotiors

That B only a sample of the types of subjects ITHRIVE will tack le. Each Esue will ake inelude a
wiord frorm Rew. Patrick Claybom (referred toin the magazine a Pastor P.GJ) and will ake include
a periodic column that gives young people an eppertunity to pese questions to Rew, P, C.

Contributing columnists including Rev. Sheri Smith Clayborn (Rev. Sher, Janette Smith; Mariah
Gullatte (dca - Mariah &), Kalon Anderson, and Dennis Deloach will ak o provide entertainment
segments covering interests from editorials to fashion, plus hot'new music and hooks. There are
=o mamy anwesome, creative word- based outlets for voung people to plug inte, and the magazine
aspires to be a réesource for these types of offerings. The magazine will also launch it's comre
sponding twitter page ta help distribute the magazne and keep followers up-to-date an upeoming
events.

The Magazine & justthe heginning ef a movement te better serve aw vouth and young aduts.
Stay tuned for more as we fully develop @ planto launch 'Friday MNite Live' & word and worship
experience especially forthe young and young at heart THAT service won't be ‘church as usual,
but Jesus will be celebrate d!

The team ake hopes to use the magazine as a wehicle for training, providing internships and
mentoring eppartunities to these interested in media, journals m, marketing, branding and sales.
So if you orsomeone youknow is interested in becoming a pat ofthe iTHRIWVE staff, drop by the

officete sign up.
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The SonRise Pageant

#iL PR Wiloed | A R )

Finally, the group entered the school gymnasi
um to view the resurrection of Christ, This was
an exciting, spectacular scene full of theatrical
pyratechnics and flying angels.

|'would write more about this dramatzation but
the Single &dult Ministry unanimously decided
to plan and hest another trip to the SonREe
Fageant next year. We hope each of yvou will
join us to feel the spirtual Tejuvenation that
was experienced that beautiful day,

_’?ﬂ_ﬁfﬁ%{?ﬁf

church office or the wvestibule, complete
_ and return the form tothe church office

Calling All Graduates and
Retirees!

Calling ALL graduates (High Schaool,
Callege, and Graduate Sehool)y and
Retfirees! Please pick up a form in the

by Sunday, June 3.
Ityou doa NOT submit & form, vour irformation

will not be included in the recognition bulletin,
Flease help us honor you onthis special day,

Pre-Peptecost Fellowship
ALL are welcomel
Friday, May 18"

from&:00 p.m-8:30 p.m.

Witnessing = Dinner -~ Fun ~Fellowship

Sons of Allen Retreat
Registration Has Begun

The Sors of Allen (S0A) Minisfry 5 now taking
registrations fortheir Gth annual summer retreat
to be held June 15th through 17th at the La<e
Guntersville State Park Resort The retreat fee
& 3000 for S04 members of 5t John AMEC
and F25.00 for cellege students. All men, ages
18 and ower, are enceuraged to attend, For
mare irformation please contact Brother Tommy
Anderson or Brother Theodaore Tysan,

Who Do You Call Mother?

AL i el e e e B

for me to experience the finer things of life, act-
ing lke a lady, keeping vour fingernails clean,
speaking fluently, and, more importanty, alang
with-my mother suppertedthe need for an edu-
cation. She akotook me an my firsttrip out of
the =state of South Caralinag in the fifth grade
which spaitk ed e leve of travel which confin-
ues even today

My second surrogate mother was ry mother-in
“lawy, Irene Short Hugine. | was blessed to have
her as my fist and second grade teacher. Al-
hough resources were limited, she never waiv-
gred in giving me the start | needed to hecome
a lfe-long learner and have a love of learning.
She believed that all ghildren could learn, if
given a chance. lrene would later became my
rmotherin-law and | would affectionately call
her “mom.”

Both of my surrogate mothers lived up towhat
is stated in-Proverbs <4:1-2 and 11-13: "Listen,
my sons, to a fathers instruction; pay attention
and gain understanding. | give you sound
learming, 50 do notforsake my teaching, | guide
vau in the way of wisdom and lead you along
straight paths. When you wald, vour steps will
not be hampered; when you run, you will not
stumble.”

| have uszed the lessors | learned from the
"mathers” in my life, throughout my life, as a
teacher, adminEstrator, and First Lady. The
lessors of respect, moral values, a lowe of peo-
ple, presentaton of self to the public, and most
impoartanthy the leve of Godwhio is the center of
gverything | do. | have triedtoshare these with

students and young people that | come in con-
tactwith wherewer | go.

In conclusion, these dirmensions of
"motherhood” (biological, spirtual, and surno-
gate) can have an impact on all of aur [wves.
On Mothers Day and throughout the year be
certain to express your gratitude to those per-
sors whe have had & lasting impact an your
life. Yaushould make a vew to God that you
will become a"mother’ b someone to fulfill that
physical, spiritual, ar emotional need.
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AAMU Corner
AAMLI Placesin
Home Depot*Hetool” Contest

After @ hare fought hat-
tle by Alabarma A&
University  supporters,
the scheol secured more
than 200,000 votes dur-
ing @ nearly two- month

long Heome Biepot
"Retool Your School
contest for 2012, The

M

valiant effart among the
nation's histarie ally
hlack eolleges and unk
wers ities (HESUs) netted AARMU the F25,000
CGampus Pride Grant,

AAMU won the grant owing to s massive
popular yvote, its grant proposal and the vete
of Home Pepot advis ory board members. The
grand prize of the contest was a HE50,000
amard for the first place designee.

Home Depot, a major home improvement
chain, spensers the annual "Retoal’ contest
calling for HECUs to create innovative pro-
posal aimed at achieving significant campus
improvement and beautification,

"We are grateful to the entire AAMLU family far
making eur participation in the Home Depot
contest @ major success,” commented D,
Andrew  Hugine, Jr, president of  AANU.
"This gramt would not have been possibile
withaut the eollaborative effors fromstudents,
=taff, faculty, alumni, friends and relativas.”

Hugine akka praised the efforts of Dr. Barbara
Gady, who spearheaded the developrment of
A&Ns grant proposal and public awareness
drive, a well a5 First Lady Abhbiegail Hugine.
hrs, Hugine heads the Bulldog Pride Sommit-
tee, which encompasses campus beautifica-
fion projeck, along with the Home Depot
campus campaign.

Home Depot offered contest winners three
categories of prizes at the F50,000, 525,000
and $10,000 |levek. Parficipating schook had
to subrmit three projects at the various prize
levels.

Thark you for suppoerding this projest by vot-
ing online during the cormpetition.

MS Walk 2012
Thank Youl

On March 17" and April 28", the 'PJ's Partners’
Tearn padicipated in Multiple Sclerose (NS
Waks in Dothan and Huntsville, respectively.
The: Dothan MS Wak wa held at Westgate
Patk and the Huntsville MS Wak was held at
the Botanical Gardens, This was the 237 year
that the tearm had the opporunity to paricipate
in this worthy fundraising activity, MS Waks are
held annually all across the country to help rase
funde for researeh to find a8 cure for MS and o
pravidesupport services to M5 patierts. A sig-
nificant portion ofthe funds raised from the MS
Wak gotoward the research for new reatments

and for hopefully one day seonfinding a cure for
=8

The 'PJ's Partners' team woauld ke o thark all
of yeu for veur genersus contributions and s up-
part of this annual team activity and fundraiser,
Tharks to your support the "PJ' s Partners' team
will be ranked in the top three teams for the
Dothan MSWak and’in the top twele teams for
the Humtsville MS Wak for funds raised. A
special thapks to the Dothan 'PJs Pariners’
tearm family members that jgined & in support:
ing the WS Wak there this year,
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YPDers on the Movel

Fanoply Volunteers

St John ¥PDers answered the callto serve as
wvolunteers atthe Panoply A= F estival on Sat
urday, April 22, They did a fantastic joh in
making musical instruments for young children
in celebration of the ars. Wolunteer= who
seryed were Chekea ©arter, Wallace Parham,
Drucilla Fitchard, Britamy Lodkett Renald
Lodk ett, Roderick Lockett Eddie WWhitehead,
Jr., and Kimberhy White head.

A big "shantawgua' goes to parent volunteers
from the YPD Directors Team. Parent velun
teers/chaperones were Mrs. Cheryl Anderson,
Mis. Felicia Carter, and hir. Eddie Whitehead,
Sr. Thank youfor a job well danel

splendid VWhistlz Stop Fundraiser
YPD had a splendid Whistle Stop Fundrase:
and raged awhopping B255.37 W Al glary and
hanor to God for keeping us safe with ne injw
ries o1 accidents during the event and for the
additional funds that will be used to supple
ment VPR ministry activities. Thanks to all the
yvouth who came out and worked hard in B0+
degree heat during the Z-day event, Also, a
big "shatangua' goes to ow parentvolunteers.

"Hattitude"

Toweara hat with so much 1are that it is fizree!
By Claudinette Purifoy

Members of the Single Adult Ministry (SAN) of
2. John AME C hurch attended Hattitude Ja=
Luncheon on Saturday, Marzh 31, 2012 in Pu-
laki, Tennessee, The luncheon was hosted by
Round Hill AME Church in Lynnville, Tennes-
see where the Rewverend Debra Peppes &
Pastor.

The: lunchesn featured music from the Ja==
Ambassadors from Martin Methodist Callege,
Taemmy Friend, a skit by Donna and Mariah
Gullatte and prase dances featuring Mariah
Gullate, Jennifer Patterson and Symphony
Johrson.

The height of the afternoon was when the |a-
dies in attendance paricipated in the Hatiitude
fashion show ta strut the runway and model
their fine millinery. The hats ranged from small
fascinatos to large and were in a3 variety of
styes and colws. Mr Ray Sconiers and Ms.
Karla Reddite served as Master and Mistress of
Ceremaony and proceeds from this great event
benefited the American Heart Association.

Student Recognitions

Students will be recognized for accomplish
ments during the 2011-2012 sghool year in the
next Esue ofthe StoJohn AMEN,

Please submit information regarding henor roll
and all special awards by Sunday, June 3.
Forms are available in the church office and
vestibule s well a5 on the website. Please &-
mail information t  Cora Speight at
coraspeighti@gmail. com.

South Birmingham-
Huntsville-Bessemer

Church School
Conference
dune 85, 2012

Zaines Chapel~Annistan, Alahama
The Reverend Jerome Green, Pastor
The Reverend Oliver &llen, Presiding Elder
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Parent Wisdom

By Rewerend Yanessa Glowi

Embrace our purpose & parents, The revelation of the glory or character of Jesus Chrstin
our lives & sometimes produced anly through pressure and pain, even sometimes through
stess and suffering. While ne one desires pain and suffering, 1 Peter 17 -8 states "that the
frial of your FAITH, being much more precious than of gold that persheth, though it be ftried
with fire, might be found unts praise and honour and glory st the appearing of Jes us Christ:
Whom having not seen, ye fowe; inwhom, though new ye see Hm not, et delieving, ye e
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of vour faith, even the salva
fion of yoursouls” (KJW) God turns up the heat.inthe lives of parents so that they can em
hrace those seasaors that draww sutthe “real flavor' of their character, thatthe life of G hristin
thermn i revealed through their love, joy, peace, patience kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
genteness, and ves self-control. These fiery triak and tribulatiors are the heartbeat of parenting to
refine, to purify, and to beautify their FAITH 5o that God will see clearly His image refle cted im the m.

Therefare, embrace the rials and the trikulations for all that they mean...what hardship have you
endured, what sacrifice have you made, what rejection have you experienced, what pain have you
suffered, what ambifion have vou denied, what relations hip have you fosaken? R egardless of what
the trials and tribulations are, would you thank God—not for the suffering and stress or the pres-
sure and pain—butforthe opportunity they afford to bring glery and honor to Him and te His name™?
Forthis purpose parents glerify God in te Hand Sha knowing that the tough situations reveal His
character in their lives despite the painful and difficult circurstances they may face; yet parents
believe so that others are drawn to give Him Prake!

Prayer: Lord, help us as parents. Give us strength and Godly wisdom to raise our children even
our children's children after vour Holy Ward, God | pray that ¥au supply what we ladk and
continue to keep us onthe paththat |leads to eternal life. God | pray that %our Hoby Word

v ik uidir will not return void but that it will accornplish what t-has heen tosentto do, Lard, help our
Lo, call i children growi in Your grace and k nowledgeto overcome the temptations in this world and
hes mame, ek kwoum  the sin that would so easily entangle them, Lord, help them to know Your presence; that

fizs ety ey You Will never legve them, nor farsake them. Lord, | pray thatthe name of Jesus tak e root
the perple in hisfher |ife to farever testify of Your goodness and Your faithfulness, In Jesus' Name
For 1 AMEN!

As-a Thoughtful Parent Thesearchfor purpose i ajourney, not a destination. God
willl continue to reveal Himself to us as we journey through the stages of this life. Remember,

“because of the Lord's "great” love we are not comsumed, for He compassions never fail. They are
new every morning, Great & the Lords faithfulness " Lamentations 3:22-23

(BT 1= 5 o

b
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St. John AMLE. Church
Single Adult Ministry

Pres ents

Out of School Festival

Date: June 2 2012

Time 12200 pm-400p m.

Location: Richard Showers Recreation Center
Elue Spring Read ~ Huntsville, Alabama

The Single Adult Ministry will host an
Out of School Festival
1o celelirate the
completion nfﬁ'ra school year and
to promote summer reading.

Games, Music, Reading, Food
3-o0n-2 Baskethall Toumament

Contact Person: Erin Lott
styohnsinglemmstry @emeail com
ot John A M E Church
(256) 534-3265

Something to Smile About!

.H:L*Lm Joke of the Month

A pastor, known for his lengthy sermons, noticed a man get up and leave during the middle of his
message. The man returned just before the conelusion of the serice.

Afteraards the pastol asked the manwhere he had gone.
"Iwert to get a haircut," wa the reply.

"But" said the pastor, "why didn't youdo tha before the service?"
"Hecausze," the gentlernan said, "l didn't need onethen."
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Church School Lesson Overview — June 2012

dune Church School reviews were written by
Glaudinette Purfoy and Willie Sandifer,

June 32012

Lessan Title: Rulestor Just Living

Lesson Seripture: Exodus 22:1-23:8

Frint: Exodus 23:1-8

D evotional Songs: #413], #2588 ||, and #2493 []
Key Verse, You shall notfollow a major ity in
wrongdaoing; when vou bear witness ' in a law-
suit, youshall not side with the majority 5o as
to pervert justice { Exodus 23.2),

This lesson expountds an  the laws
{Comrmandments]) that were provided in Exo
dus 20:1-21 and provides further guidance to
living justhy and ethically. We must obey the
moral @and religious laws as indicated in Chap
ter 22 regarding property rights and be pre-
pared ta make restiution when we have done
harmta aur neighbar,

Ifwe are to live just lives, we must be ethical.
Ghristan ethics & hased upon what s right
and what the seriptures indicate as our maral
duty and ohligation. We are cautioned in
Chapter 23 not to spread false rumaors, bear
fake witness, follow the majority when they
are doing wrong, show pariality, condemn an
innocent person to death, deny justice to a
poor person, accept bribes, or mitreat others
{foreigners),

Az people of God, we should be ready and
willing to show merey, according to the spird
of these laws as well as promote kindness
and fairness. We must arswer to God, not
only for what we do maliciowshy, bt for what
we do without thought. Letthese scriptures
lead sur soulks to remember, that if the grace
of God & upen us, then it has taught us, and
enabled us 5o to conduct ourseles by ils hohy

potwer and that one should "leve your neigh-
bor as yvoursélf' (Luke 10271,

June 10, 2012

Lesson Title: Living 2= God's Just People
Lezzon Serpture: Leviticus 18:8-18; 3337
Print: Same

Devotional Songs: #358 [; #282 [ and #243])
Fey Yerse; The alien who resides with you
shall beto wou as the ciizen amoang vou; you
shall lowe the alien as yourself( Leviticus
T3,

Chapters 17-25 of Leviticus & semetimeas called
the "Heoliness Code"” hecause this is where the
people of lsrael were given an extensive lst of
instructiors that provide guidance on howto be
haly and howe to maintain favor with God. Howe
gevel, in Chapter 18 the focus B on holiness as a
motal condition particularky in how it relates with
aur interaction with athers.

In Chapter 18, Gods people were reminded
again and again that moral and ethical behavior
& not optional fthey are to be Hie people. The
conduct required of God's people went beyand
ritual matters to include providing for poor, car
ing forthe disadvantaged, treating others justly,
lawing ones neighbor, respecting the aged, car
ing for fareigners (strangers), dealing fairly in
business matters, and henoring Ged.

The memary of Gods merciful act of delivering
the kraelites from a 1ife of slavery was to motk
vate them t have compassion and justice for
others. An appreciation of the goodness of God
and the remembrance of what He has done for
aur delrverance from sin threugh the death of
Hi anly begotten son Jesus Christ shauld con-
tinue to motivate us to live justhy,

dune AT, 2012

Lessaon Title: Celebrate Jubiles

Lesson Scripture! Leviticus 25.8-55

Print Jdohn Lewiticus 25:8-12, 25, 3536, 38-40,
47-43, 55

Tentative Devotional Songs: #E7[]; #272 []; and
#2437

Ky Yerss: You shall hallow the fitieth year and
you shall praclaim liberty througheut the land 1o
all is Imhabitants, t shall be a Jubilee for You
(Leviticus 25:10%,

Inthis lesson release, likerty, and refieshing are
three aof the keyweards which best describe the
concept of Jubilee, People were allowed to re-
turnto their homes, propery reverted to the an-
cestral owners, slaves and bondservants were
setfree, and debts fargiven. Even the land was
granted a period of rests. Jubilee thus opened
the door for many to have new beginnings, in
arder to start'over.

Jubilee had a profound economic effect on land
owngrship, It was a silent regulatar of land!
i iy dav AR Nl
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Church School Lesson Overview — June 2012

o AET

wveegalth, in that it prevented wealth from aceu-
mulation in the hands of a powe ful few. Thus,
it ensured that the gaps between the rich and
poor did netwiden ra pidby

W opaceted ool Pt

Juhbileg's effect on the use and productivity of
the land clearly deplayed God's supreme wis-
dom. To appreciate this one must see Jubiles
as an extersion of the Sabbatical Year of Le
witicus 25:1-7, and Exodus 23

June 24, 2012

Lessaon Title; The Heart of the L aw
Lesson Seriptare:: Dedteronomy
16:18-20

Print: D euteronormy 10:12-22; 161820
Tentatiwve Devotional Songs: #2377 [|; #2571 [0,
and #2493 |

Hey “erse: What does the Lord wouw God
require of you? Cinly to fear the Lord vow
zod, to wak in all his ways, to lave him, 1o
senve the Lord your God with all yeur heart
and with all your soul, and te keep the com-
mandments of the Lord, {Deuteronommy 10:12-
13).

10:1-22;

Many pesors see love anly in terms of feelk
ings. One comic became famous for defining
love & "The feeling we feel when we feelthat
feeling which we have never felt before.” Love
is indeed about feelings. Yet it & much maore
than feelings. Lowve & about 3 devotion to
someone (o5 to someathing), which may cost
us dearkhy,

There 5 another aspect of leve that i some-
times everlooked. 1t i out of |leve that God
gave laws and commandmernts. Goed su-
premely knows the path that leads o life and
prosperity, and those roads which take one
imo. death and destruction, Gods love far his
people compelled Him to prescribe for them
the rightway to live. Gods love B atthe heart
ofthe law,

Christans are to medel God's love by extend
ing love {in aetion) tothese God set up lans 1o
protect. This includes the stranger, the widow,
the arphan, the poor, and the needy. Refusing
to. be involved in the practice of bribes and
imjustice, is also a good way to model God's
love for all humanity,

HEEEEE Church
School

Book Club

i rr I K
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Dicussion Date: 10 May 2012
10000 AM, — 1130 A M.

May 2012

The Emancioation of Robert Sadler, Chapian &
Sadler, 2012 :

June 2012
Dls.:l.nlnn D ate: 18 June 2012
10:00 & W — 1130 4.1,

The Someday list: Stacy Hawkins  Adams,

2009

Rachelle Cavingtan has it all: & falulous home,

-3 handsome and prestigious hushand, two

hnufﬁ"ul :11|[|:|ren. and @ plage in the upper
criist that s qu Hemrnfn riabile. But her life & not
all tE cradced upto be

When her husband goes away on a business
trip and the kids are sent off to the grandpar
ents for a month, Rachelle taes up the chal
lenge of & dying friend tostart a list of things to
do before she dies. She heads had-l; 1o JubF
lant, Texas, to reconnect with Fer past her pur
pose, and herself. Butwhen her. £x shows up In
town looking very fine and very single, Rachelle
must confront fzelings she thought she had
|h|'|l buried. Will she give up u!.ra:!rthlnn ta re

EOvEl ﬂ'rl pi!t‘" Ot will she find a reason to

plan for the fiture?

The Someday List i an honest lock at what
makes people whe they are and what ean
throa them off trad . Author Stacy Hawhins
Adarrs wiites with a voice thatis fiesh, sincere,
and completely teal. Her charactes jump off
the page and into her readers” hearts.
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Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,ong

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkorm, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

May 20,2012 Missionary Day, 10:80am, The Reversnd Sheri Smith Claybarn,
Preacher
May 27, 2012 Pentecost Explasian

B:00 AM Worship Service
14;00 AM Door fo Door Witnessing

June 02, 2012 Officer's Meging, 800 a.m.
Schiool's Cut Celebraion, 12:00—4:00 p.m,
June B8-9, 2012 SBHB District Church School Canvention (Anniston, AL
Jume 10-14, 2092 Yacation Bible Schoal ,
June 107 3:30-530 pom.
Juneg 17" 14" &:00-200 p.m.
dure 16, 2012 Sth District Prayer Fellowship (St Paul, Mantgomerny, ALY

June Z7-JMly 4, 2012 45th Guadrennid Session of the General Conference of the
African Methedist Episcopal Church, MNashville, Tennessee

duly 1, 2012 Lay Sponsored Trip fo Genera Corference

That ifyou confess with your mouth, "Jesus & Lord" and believe inyour heart
IMDNIC that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 108
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Pastor’'s Meditation

The Dangers and Blessings of a Loosed Individual;
An Ode to Fathers

Jdohn 11:43-44 128-11

In Michelle Alexander's seminal wak The MNew Jig Crow, she peints 1o the attention paid 1o
absentee biological fatherhood in the African American community. She notes how President
Barack Cbama (then Senator Obama) during his campaign highlighted this issue during a
speech delvered on Father's Day in 2008, President Obama chided African American men (as
well a5 absentee men of other ethnicities) for not being present in their homes and in their
communities. He, & well a other voices, rased the gquestion: where are the African American
menT Alexander ako notes that the notion of African American men net doing their best to be
invalved irmtheir families may be a mienomer: "Research by Boston Callege soeial psychologist
Rebekah Levine Caoley found that black fathers not living &t home are more lkely to keep in
contact with their children than fathers of any other ethnic or racial group.””’

Alexander ultimately criiques the criticiem of absent African American men. She inforns her
readers that all the criticism, which asks where African Armerican men are, rarely seehs o an
swer the question. Alex ander helps fill this: critical void by pointing to the prison industrial conm
plezx. "Hundreds of thousands of black men are unable to be good fathers for their children, not
because of a lack of commitment or desire but bhecawse they are warehoused in prisons,
locked in cages. They did not wak out on their families voluntarily] they were taken away in
handeufls, often due to & massive federal program known as the War on Drugs.™ The bulk of
her worl examines o this war has beenshewved and how persons of ealor are urfairly incar-
cerated in the U nites States of America,

When | read The Mew Jim Crow, | eould not help but think of Jesus' friend Lazarus, Na, he was
never putin a legal prison, The government newver unfairly tosk away his legal rights, In John
11, he dies frem a mysteriows illness. Lazarns was placed inatomb and was bound with cloth.
When Jesus raised him from the dead, the community had to participate in the miracle: They
had to remowve the stone from the openirg of the tomb, and they had to loese him from the
hinding cloths, After Lazarus 5 rased and loosed, those who opposed Jesus decided to kil
Lazarus "since it was on account of Lazarus] that mamy of the Jews were deserting and were
believing in Jesus" (John 12:11). The opponents of Jesus viewed Lazarus' freedom as a threat
to their way of life. Likewise, these who profit financially and socially in this country frarm minore
ties being incarcerated see the freedom of minorities as a threat to their way of iife.

Al ramdd e vy g 2

'Wichelle Mexander; The few dn Crow: Mass lncarcerafon inthe Age of Colorblindness (Mew
York: The Mew Press, 2010), 178, For further analysis of President Obama's speech, see Aexander, 178
-181.

“|biel ., 180.
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An Ode to Fathers

Al it bt ) P e |

Loosed people bring dangers and blessings.
Here are the dangers. They challenge the sta-
tus guo, Theyshow that life and people can be
different fram the dangerous stereotypes that
are perpetuated. Free African American men
can, have been, are, and wil continue to he
good fathers i they are free — spirtually, ece
nomically, secially, and physically. When this is
zeen, it leads others fiom believing that all a
Bladk man can heis an absentes father. When
Lazarus was seen after being rased from the
dead, people realized that life could be differ-
ent with Jesus. Thus, many began to follow
him. However, there were these who felt that
thie was a dangerows Wansition. In response,
they pletted te kil Lazarus,

Whatis dangerows o those in power & life af-
firming for those whose backs. are against the
wialls! Loesed people do bring blessings. Laza-
rus led people to Jesus — just by being alive
and living the |lfe God called him to lve. Free
African Amerlean men — free fathers and free
“other fathers" as. well — lead the waorld to &
new way of thinking and being. Free African
American men take care of their respons kil
ties, their familizs, andtheir eammunities. They
hrea the cycle of oppression and call for jus-
tice. This B an authentic movernent: "Sa if the
Son sets vou free, you wil be free in-
deed" (John 8:35). This & ako contagiouws:
"Mow the Lord & the Spirt, and where the Spii-
it of the Lord =, there & freedom” (2 Corinthi
ars 217), Free African American men — (e
sponsible fathers — hless ws. They bless us
with lowve and guidanee. They bless us with
digcipling and wisdam. They hless us with mer-
cy and understanding. They bless us with pro-
tection and provision. They bless s with their
living just & Lazarus blessed others by his
Iwing.

Therefare, we s alute all fathers — traditional
and non-traditional. We give God praise for
wou and all that vou do for aur ghildren. We
thank wyou for accepting the calling that God
has placed upon you. We homor you for fear
lesshy Iwing yaur life just as |lazamus did We
thank God thatyou are a danger to the forces
af evil and a blessing to the people of light We
pray that veu will remain "loesed" and that you
will do all you canto”losse” others!

Prayer, Appreciation and
Fellowship:
The"Crder of the Day”

forJune 16 in the
Sth Eplscopal District

Frio/ to the beginning of the 48h session of
the General Conference of the AME Church,
Servant Bishop James L. Davis has sum-
moned the Bth District Chureh topether foir a
tme of Prayer, Appreciation and Fellowship
on June 168th. The Church will gather at 5t
Paul African Methodist Epis copal Church in
Mortgomery and engage in corporate, fervent,
effectual prayer—offering prayers for individu-
al and collective needs. “es, the "Crder of the
Day” will bhe a glorious time praying, prasing,
fellows hipping, and expressing heartfelt grate
tude to God and to each othel,

The prayers will be offered by clergy and laity
from across the State of Alabama, Music,
dance, and othel expressions to enhance the
prayer time will be rendered by members of all
five conferences. Selected members of the
District will alse give praise reparts and sor
wey their grattude for the weark that God has
blessed in the Ninth District. A designated
prayer of pethion will s pecifically address the
&ith Session ofthe General Conference.

Follewing the Praver and Fraese Semvice, eve
ryone will sittogether and share a meal a5 a
farmiby.

Persore who want to attend should contact
the church office.

To God be the Ghooy for the great things
He has done and will do!
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Annual Missionary Day

A Past to Remember.. A Future to Pursue
By Ywette Cooper-Clark

The: Betty E. Derrick Women's Mission-
ary Society celebrated Misionary Day
during the 10:50 am service on May 207
Mesionaries are called to give of them
sehies to provide 3 service to people all
over the world, such a to feed the hun
gry, to clothe the naked, and wisitthe sick
and s hut-in,

Worship participants were both ¥YPDes
and Miesionaries. The call to worship
was led by Wallace Parham, Kalan An-
derson offered the opening prayer and
Eddie Whitehead read the seripture, Dr.
Thalia Lowe-Brown ministered to the litle
children with a spirtual message. The
Youth and Young Adult and Children's
Chois minitered in songs of prase.
M=, Glenda Sconies welcomed everny-
N ssionaries gathered Br a pichwre ater the service. [one to the service and WM. Lorraine Par
ham gave the history and mission of the
Missionary Society. hrs: Pearlean Myhand read a memorial passage and Miss Ashley Lewis it
4 candle in memaory of Mrs. Sally Fitchard and all past missionaries. The offertary prayer was
given by Curtis Mayes, Gifts were presented to Mrs: Ada Houston and Mrs, Sarah Alls, 5t John
A ME's oldest missionaries. Ms. Claudinette Purifoy introduced the preacher for the service,
5t. John's first lady, the Reverend Sheri Smith Claybormn.

The message focused an the warman fram the Bible whose Esue was an iEsue of bload. The
badkground text for the sermen was from Luke 2:43-44 The subject title for the sermon was
"Fringe Benefits" The serman began with the story a8 described in Luke, Rev, Sheri posed an
example of what today's Esues might be, such as financial, loss of a jeb, mariage problems,
imental ssues, physical Bsues, health ssues, etz, She compared these ssues to the Bsue the
woman had inthe Bible.

The woman had suffered for welve lang veams with this problem, Shespent all she had trying to
get treatment for healing, so wou knew she was desperate for relisf. We are sometimes the
same way, We look totherapists, doctors, ete. to take away our ssues with sometimes no relief.
However, we must remember o stretch in the midst of it all,. The worman came to Jesius bry
touching the hem of His garment Her community thouglt she was untouchable —she had to
stretoh to get to Jesus, She reached beyond her impossible,

Spirtual "Fringe Benefits” come from our faith copnecting with God's pawer,  The woman was
irstanthy healed whenshe touched Jesus' garment possibly Jesus’ prayershanl. Thewoman's
faith touched Jesis' prayer closet When she touched the hem of HE garment her whole life
changed. The woman did not want to be neticed, Jesus said someane touched Me. The pee
pleinthe crowd denied amyane touched Him, Bul, the woman did notwant 1o be silentanymaore;
she wanted Jesus and the crowd to know that she was the one who touched Him, The woman
bielieved that Jesus could heal her and turn her life around, Rew. Sheri asked"How many of us
have watched the Lord furn our situation around to praise when others pondered™ The woman
praized (declared) whyshe touched Jesus loud enaugh or the entire crowd ta hear.

T e e e |
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Student Recognition for 2011-2012 School Year

Emerson Brooks

Principals List Honar Ralid0 GPA
Perect Attendance
Mational Juniar Honor Society

S ars ity Footall

Lettered in Warsity Baseball

Jack and Jill Community Service Award

BEvan Broolks

A Henor rall

Admirable Attendance
Accelerated Reader Awvard

Alicia Brownlow

AB Honar Rall

Certificate of Appreciation - Alabama Coopera
tive Extersions System

Lettered in Soceer

Chelsea Cater

Eth Grade Cheerleade

Tumblebeez All Star Compettion C heerleader
(2ndd year)

Selected to participate in Sci-Quest's
"Expanding Your Harzons" Conference
Budchorn Middle School MationalJunior Hanor
Society

AR Average fwvard

fMichael J. Clark

A Honor roll

Highest Spelling Averape

Zrd Place Science Project Award (Woleano
Eruptions)

Superior Exeellenege in Handwriting

Bilale Mermnorization Award

Computer Award

"Star" Studernt:Piano Award

Scouting P articip ation Award

Pinewood Derby - 4th place in Speed and
Looks

hlulti plication Table Award

Josiah Gullatte
LB Honor Rall

Harvest Chapter Mational H onar Soeiety - ice-

President

Alabama Reading and Math Intiative Recagnt
fion (Huntswille Times)

Aecelerated Reader Award

Marizh Gullatte

Spatman High Schoal Dance team

Dance team - 15t Place Pom rautine

Dance teamn - 3rd place Ja== routine (M ationals)
Dance team - Sth Plage Hip Hap routine
(Mational)

Cammunity Service Woluntee: Award

Kennedy Harrs

AB Honor Roll

Chutstanding Math Studert A ard
Cheer Medal for Sports

Track Medalfor Sports

Gerald Moore

A Honor Rall

All Tournament Team - HISL Basketball

1st place - 1000, 200/ and S00M Track heet

Marissa Owens

AB Honor Roll

264 Member

Spakman High Valleyball Team

Maorgan Owens

Monrevia Middle Sehoal Tth Grade Basketball
Team

Monrevia Middle Schaol 7th Grade Valleyhall
Team

Eddie Whitehead, 4.

AB Honor Raoll

Read t» Succesd Pragram C erttificate

Cub Seout Pack Pinewoaod Derby - st place
Looks,3rd place Speed

Urban Emphasie Scout Leader Council Pir
ewood Derby - 1st place Lasks, 3rd place
Speed

Cub Scout Pack - Black History Program - st
Place Public Speaking

Flag Football Paricip ation

Soccer Paticipation (Spring}

Kimberly Whitehesad

AB Honor Roll

Read to Succesd Program Certificate
Girl Scout C ookie Sales Badpe

Flag Foothall

Soccer Team (Spring)
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Exciting Day of Praise and Worship, Preaching
and Witnessing

When the day of Pentecost came they were all together in one place.
Suddenis & sound like the Bowing of a viokent wind came from heaven
and fified the whole holse where they were sitting. They saw what
seemed to be fongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
therm AR of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began o speak in

othertongues, asthe Spirk enabled them
-Acts 2:1-4

| Pertecost 20112 was an excitng day of Praise and War-
- ship, preaching and witnessing. The day began with B
| am worship. The Male Charis rendered the music and
Falon Andersonset the tane for the preached Word with
a moving ministry in dance to” Bainan Us "

Pastor Glayborn preached from Acts 2:11-17, 21 and the
message was entitled "C hanging Dur Expectations " This
timely message combined the theme of Pentecost with
the final message in the sermon series on "Mew Wine "
The Pentecost Feast was to comimermnorate, to give
tharks for the harvest and ta bring the fist gifts of the
harvest In Acte, God was doingsomething new and the
people did not know what to expect. Paster Claybam
pesed the question, "Whatdo you expectfrom Ged™ He
then gave the arswer, based on kEaiah 4318, "Weshould
expect something new because of the new wine" Expect
the new wine to infially be a stumbling blodk, new wine
can be a stepping stone out of chaos, and a second chance. Also new wine will be empowered
by the Holy Spirit. Expect s alvation, The church must get'is expectation in line with God's will
and expect Him te pour out Gods Spirit.

Nem bers singing prais es afiter
Earmiing fiom winessing.

Follewing worship, members assembled in teams of 3-4 pesors and took the Gospel to the
sheets, Teams wentts Searcy Homes, Spakman Homes and homes along the north and south
gides of Holmes Svenue. The final witnessing location was Big Spring Park. All teams met at the
patk to sharethe Good N ess with persors who were spending their afternoan there. While the
teams were witnessing, a group of faithful prayver warriors remained in prayer at the ehurch,

Saistics colleced incuded;

Acoepting Christ 1 Prayers offered a
R e-cammitting lves 1 Joined shurch 1
Asking for infarmation on the AME Churoh 1 Cther Services 2

Participants joined the praver team atthe church atthe end of the witnessing period to share tes-
timonies, Both those who witnessed and those who stayed atthe church were excited about thei
experiences. Persons who went autfor the firsttime shared how their anxiety vanished ance they
began to share with others, t was much easier than they expected. 8lso, those who were in
prayer at church told how they were blessed during this prayer time. The exciternent was high
and there & a desire to do more witnessing in the future. Refreshrments were served in the fek
lewws hip hall by the Food Service Commitiee,
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THE ROLES OF BLACK FATHERS:
Defying Stereotypes

By Andrewm Hugine, Jr,

S It Is appropriate for us to recognize, adinowledge, and thank
those significant persons in oul lves. In May, we honor and
5 how appreciation to our Mothers, In February, we show our af
fection fo the pesors in our lives that we refer o as our valer
tine, We celebrate birthdays, children's day, and anniversaries,
Each of these B accompanied with various forms of expressing
gratitude. So it appropriate and proper that we celebrate and
N paytribute to all ofthe fathers of the world. 'In shart, Fathers day
iz dedicated to fatherhood, the second most wonderful relatiore

stength and pillar of the family. Fathers serve as (ale madek,
nat anky to sons, in helping them learm how to become men, bt
ako, in demenstrating to daughters, what true love & all about.
Fathers and soms have bonde buit around eommoen interests
such as sports, hut the hond hetween the father and daughter s

orethat is more protective,

Urfortunately, for the Black F ather, there & asterectypical viewe forged from the media. Accord
ing to Roberta Coles and Charles Green in The Mk of the Mssing Black Father, "common stere-
otypes portray the Black father as being largely absent from their families.” This sterectyping has
damaged the black man's image in the eyes of their soms, daughters and soeiety. “"The Black
male, and oftentimes, Hispanic male are constantly portrayed as violent, angry, and hestile, crimi
nally minded, laxy, ladiing intelligence, and engaging inillegal activity. The problem & not thatthe
media shows this behavior, but they show it coretanthy, ower and awver again. F or example "African
-American Men and Boys Pittlsburgh hMedia Audit" by Meyer ©ommunizations, reported that in 3
three month period in 2010, fewer than ane in 10 frent- page newspaper storles featured bladk
males; ane-third of print coverage that did feature black men and bays focused on crime, while 88
percent of the television news did. The Pes Center research a year later found much the same
imbalances in print and television news media, with blacks overemphasized in crime and spors .
In this regard, Few reported that on television, 87 percent of the stories imvoleing Afiican-
American males offered viswal references including negative portrayals, Thus, seeing images
owver and over again becomes a perceived reality in mamy people's minds, despitethe fact thatthe
perception s not real or accurate " states Erka W, Cox'inthe anticle Negative i ages in the Media
lead #o Facial Stereolyoes,

Howuever, the stories of black men caring about their children and being a part of a traditional
American family do not frequenthy find their way on the pages of the newspapers. The storles of
the many devoted, loving and caring fathers that 1k now, many af therm right here in 5t John, are
not the subject of front page coverage in the media. The story of President Barack Obama; the
first African American President, as. an example of a model father is seldorm highlighted in the me
dia. These men and fathers certainly defy the stereotypical image that the media would have &
helieve is true of Black men,

We allhayve orhad a numbier of fathers in our Ives; good men who made a difference. These i
elude our hiological fathers wha irstilled in us values, watk ethics, responsibility and morakk. Far
me, my hiological father was alko my first pastar; 5o he provided far spirtual growth and develop

ol e piade T
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THE ROLES OF BLACK FATHERS

Pl rs vl oo orepe &l

rment-as well. | learned frem him about the power of prayer, about faith, and carrging out the Biblk
cal requirement of caring for these and helping those who were less fortunate. | alko learned
about courage and conviction te stand up far what you believed in. He understood my strengths
and my weaknesses, | grew up on a farm and had many farm related chores. To be honest, |
wias notvery good atfarm wok, by father quickly realized that | would starve to death if | had to
provide far myself and my family doing that type of wolk. He made an agreementwith me, that he
would never kegp me home to woilk on the farm, a5 long as | did well'in school. Suffice # to say,
that | applizd myselfinschoal and made good grades.

Fathers are alko our mentors and role models. These persons, through their examples, influence
our Ives and our careers. 'We can all recall fondly many teachers, coaches, uncles, minsters,
and other persors whe have impacted our Ilives pos tively. We sought to madel aur [ves. after
them and emulate them. Professionally, | was greally influenced by D, WM. Maces Mance: D,
Mance served as the president ef my Alma Mater and | would later waork at the University under
his tutelage. D, Manee stressed excellence in every apect afthe university, insisted that all pre-
grams were alvays executed in commendabkle fashion, helieved that the campus should akvays
be immaculately kept, and believed in holding individuals aecountable for the tasks assigned ©
them. He was not only a mentor to me, butto a number of sther persers who have gone on to

sucgcessful amd productive careers as higher education adminstrators, including college presk
denk.

Foreach of us, there B a manwho has influenced us. Whether that man is our biolagical father,
sunogate father, spirtual fathersuch as. owr pastors, friend, or role model and mentor, et us take
time, on this Father's Day, tosay thank you. Forthose whose fathers have gone onto be with the
Laord, we =till thark them for the lessons, love, faith, and guidance which they instilled in us that
sustains us evente this day. Onthi Father's Day and each day, we thark God for all of them
and dedicate this poem, "What Makes Dad," to all of the men who have made a difference in aur
lves,

Zod took the strength of a mourtain,
The majesty of a tree,
Thewarmth of asummer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,

The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,

The wisdem of the ages,

The power ofthe eagle s flight
The joy of a maming in Spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,

The patience of eternity,

The depth of a fam iy need,
Then God combined these gualities,
Whenthere was nothing morete add,
He knew His masterpiece was com plete,
Andsag,

He Called it.. . Dad

Author Urkneawn

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
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AAMU Corner

AEN Sudents Conduct R esearch
an Old 'Times Building'

Huntswille, &la, ---- A& group of eivil
engineering students. at Alahama
A& University recently presented
their research an the old Huntswville
Times building in  dowrtown Hurnts-
ville, Alabama.

Five senigr students presented their research
project and received exit interviews hefore
membes of AAMU's civil engineering advis o
ry board, Inchoosing the Times building, st-
demts conducted detailed research and of
fered findings on the strustural and econemic
as pects of the building.

“Bocording o the adveory bodrd members,
this presentation created an exceptional imv
age about the higher aptiude and quality of
the students,” noted B, Mahbub Hasan, as-
sigtant professor of ewil engineering.  The
students ako acinowledged the guidance
and elese supervision of Professors Mesar
Ahmed and Pabitra Saha, added Hasan. The
group was comprised of Nardeeial Hines,
Dumaras Frarkling Magueshia Brown, Lola
Bokanga and Joshua Rivers.,

Worship Service
Announcements

Communion will be cee
braed on the 4tk Sunday
of June, June 24h, Instead
of the 1= Sunday in Lly.
Bible Study and Love Feast
will ke celebrated on
Wednesday, June 20th, &t 6230 pm,

There wiil be only oane worship service on
Sunday, July 1st. Thesendce will hegin at 10
am and Church School will be held 3t 8 a.m.

Missionary Day

P ey o e F)

Jesis reminded the woman that her name was
not failure, reject unclean, loser, sorrow, pain,
of shame. He called her "daughter.” The only
way to have "Fringe Benefits” is by stretehing to
getto Jesus as in thesong, "Father | Streteh My
Hands Ta Thee." Remember that God provides
the joy aof “Fringe Benefis.”! These benefits i
clude prayer, grace, mercy, intercession, provi
sion, comfort, manmy chances, knowing He is
near, and salvation. One must be like the warm:
an with the Bsue of blood; step out on faith and
do notwornry about what the crowd thinks, but
know Jesus is there and # we jusi call upan
Him, we shall he saved,

The service ended with the MiEsianary Benedic
tion — In the Mame of the Thune God, May the
Spint of Chastian NMissions Enler Every Heart,
Niay the Spiritof Christian Missions, Ender Every
Heart. This we ask in Jesus'Name. Amen.

Church School Workshop
& Promotion Day

War kshop—Jduly 13-14

Church School Promotion Day—Jduly 15

Guest presenter and preacher
B Lynn W estfield

D, Westfield =arned the B.A from: Murray
State University (Kentucky) and the WA from
Searritt Graduate Sehool (Tennessee]. She
completed the Ph.D. at The Union Institute
(Ohiad. & permanent ordained elder in Eastern
Fenmsylvania, Westfield has provided leader-
shipin Christian Education as a consultant and
preacher across the United States, as well as
Japan, the Caribbean and l|srael. Professor
Westfield's teaching and research interests
inclide pedagogy, engaged pedagogy, African
-American women's studies, womanst studies,
spirituality, creativity, mysticism, and theologk
caleducaton.
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Parent Wisdom

By Reversnd Wanessa Glower

FREFPARATION...\What comes ta mind when we think of the month of June—
schools out, graduation, wedding, summer, wacation, retiring, and the |st goes. on. One thing for
sure, in allof'theze concerms PREPARATION is the key, We are eften unprepared for what comes
riext in |ife, despite constant precceupation with the future. Sometimes an urfortunate ending moay
take us by surprise. At ather times, we are unprepared fol something that seems totake longer
than we had anticipated. Yet, we a= Parents want to stay out of damage control and have a PLAN,
We think we have all the time in the world, to mend relationships, to achieve an impoertant goal, to
discontinue a bad habit @r begin a good one; tetake care of ouselves, to develop ouwr relations hip
with God, to read, to take astand, to show we care, and the list goes 'an. The fact ef the matter &
now 5 the time to awak e out of sleep and PREPARE, for the kingdem of heaven is at hand. We
must realize the constantcleseness o God thatcompel us ta Draw nigh urto Him just as the fore-
es of the flesh and the forces of the world pull at ourvery being causing us to forget the urgency of
the contact.

In the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13, Then shall the kingdom of heaven be [kened unto ten wvirgins,
wihizh took their lamps, and went farth to meet the bridegroom. And five oftheam were wise, and five
were foolgh. They that were foolish todk their lamps, and took no oilwith them; But'the wise took
gil intheir vessek with their lamps.

While the bridegreom tarried, they all slumbered and s lept. And at midnight there was a cry made,
Behald, the bridegroom cometh; go ve out to meet him. Then all those virgins arcse, and trimmed
their lamps. And the foolsh said unto the wse, Give W of your oil; for ourlamps are gone out. But
the wise answered, saying, Mot so; lest there be not enough for @ and yeu: but go ye rather to
them that sell, and buy for yoursetres, And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they
thatwere ready went inwith him to the marriage: and the door was shut

Aftenvard came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lard, open to us. But he answered and said,
Werily | say unto you, | know you not Watch therefore, for ve know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh.

There & great JOY In exposure to the true meaning of scriptares. Instead of becoming satisfied
with the intellectual k nowledge, perhaps we should prepare for the "Living Lord,” Here & the point,
haliway &= not enough—Ilet's take a lock atthe PREPARATICON of the brides maids —five af them
wise and five ofthem fogleh. Thescripture says five of themwhao were foolish tock anly enough ail

to give them immediate help in problems, orsome release fram puilt and shame, hut

never sumender alltothe authority of Jesus. But our FAITH must go bevond our doe-
trine. The five who were wise bridesmaids tooly what they had and an extra reservair

1 Y iy of ol which continually feeds the "flame of Ife—through the mountains and the wvat
BT R 'E_'H'"' “"leys, through the storms and the rain, the dry places and hot places, no matter what
g '""'*"'.._.ﬂmiﬂﬁ# may come, nevel letting it fade, despite the cireumstances, the greater the pressure
the brighter the lightshines, nevertheless; the oil of the Holy Spint keeps us steadfast,

unmevakle akways abounding inthe werk of the Lord. Jesus eommands us .o WATCH

and THIM K on these things. AMEN

Frayer: Thark you Lard that FAITH & not an emofion that we need to work up inside of us, irr
stead, t s a GIFT you give & we commit owselves to Yiou, Lord help o= ta GROW in FAITH. For
wie walk by FAITH and not by sight, {2 Cerinthiars 5:7) Ferwe all are chik

dren of God by FAITH in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) W ateh yve, stand N — —

fastinthe FAITH, quit you like men, ke strong. {1 Serinthiars 16:13) sl —
=
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2012

dune Church School reviews were written by
Willie Sandifer.

July 1,202

Lesson Title: Samud Administers Justics
Lesson Scripture: 1 Samuel 7:3-17

Print:1 Samuel 7:3 11, 15-17

D evotional Sonpgs: #2158, #272, and #243

Key Yerse: Direct your heartto the Lord, and
senie him only, and he wil deliver you (1
Samuel T:3)

Israel was in one of those perpetual conflicts
wuith their favarite enemy, the Philistines. T hey
were ako in the familiar disobedience — afflic-
tion — r1epent — resoue eycles, The nation
would farget God, and Godwould allow defeat
and affliction to overrun them. In their afflic
tion, they would call on God, God would res-
cue them and they would live in peace and
prosperty until they again turned their backs
an Ged, and the eycle would repeat

Samuel had a recipe for victary, First, the na
tion was to return to the Lord in repentance.
M oext, they were to senie the Lord sincerely;
then deliverance would come. Samuel looked
net to the nation's army size or miltary strate
pgies. His first focus was on the greatest com-
mander-ire Chief, the Lorgd ‘of Hosts, He was
canfident that ence Israel went badk under
Gods leadership, victary was assured.

July 8, 2012

Lesson Title: David Embodies God's Jus
tice

Lessaon Scripture; 2 Samuel 22:1-237; 1
Chranicles 18:14

Print: 2 Samuel23:1-7;1 Chronicles 18:14

B evotional Songs: #3094 #375; and #2443

Key Werse: So David reigned over all krael;
and he administered justice and equity to all
his people (1 Chronicles 18:14.

In thie lesson, after David's pesonal reflection
an his fortunes under God's hand, he pro-
gressed to the blessed imsight which God
shared with him, The soming Messiah would
be a perfectly just ruler, The concept of per-
fection 5 expanded in metaphors using the
mornifg light, a cloudless morning, and re
freshing rain which brings life.

Thie led CGayid to this tademark comparson

of the fortunes of the bBlessed with those of the
gedless (sons of rebellion), While thase who
feared the Lord could expect God ta lodk afte
their safety and success, the wicked could ex-
pect troubles and then to be thrown away, both
an earth and in eternity.

This theught of honors for the just and horors
for the wicked, B abo a reflecton of God's per-
fect justice. God set before all the choice of
good and evil, God offers help to all thos e who
would choose te do good, ItE therefore net right
that those who struggle to do well should be
rewvarded, while those who choose to do evil ke
punished. Brveryone reaps the Just reward fo
his { lher cheices. This B justice atis core.

July 15,2012

Lesson Title: Solomon Judges with Wisdom
and Justice

Lezzon Scripture: | Kings 3; 2 Ghronicles 88
Frint 1 Kings 3:18 — 28; 2 Chronicles B:8
Tentatve Devotional Songs! 377, #2851, and
#243

Hey Yerse: All Israel heard of the judgment that
the king had and rendered; and they stoed in
awe ofthe king, becausethey percewed thatthe
wisdom of Godwas in him, to execute justice (1
Kings 3:28).

In this lesson we see the real mother with a
deep compassidn burping within her, Surely,
Sdlomen saw and felt that burning compassion.
COnly a real mother would give up a3 live san, if
the alernative were half-a dead son. In these
difficull case=z, when genuing emotions are dis-
played, this can help determine the outcarme.,

Afthough justice in the case wa dispensed by
King Sdlomon, we should see it a God's jus-
tice, ‘In the sarlier section of chapter 3, we have
an account of Gods visitation to Solomon, and
Solomon's request forwisdomte judgethe peo-
ple. Seeing that God granted the request, the
case involving thetwo mothers was but a reflec
tion of how the special wisdom was applied. i
wias apparentto all that the wisdom of Selomon
was unusual. twas asample of divine wsdom,

oy 22,2012
Lessaon Title: & Hing Acts on a Widow's Be-
halt

i i dav ki ) )
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2012

AL o et el Pt )

Lesson Scripture; 2 Kings <1-37; 8.1-6
Print: 2 Kings 8:1-8

Tentative Devolional Songs: #437; #2858, and
#2243

Hey Verse: So the king appointed an official
for her, saying, "Restore all that was hers,
togetherwith all the revenue. of the fields fram
the day that she left the land urtil now® 2
Kings 815},

All'the elements of a just reirstate ment provi
sion are in this lesson. The widow, whe was
favored by God, had her propery reinstated,
and interest added to compensate herfor the
perivd she was deprived of her propery. Such
a complete restoration could only have flowed
from Gods favor towards this widow,

This & clearly a passage highlighting how God
used hurman istruments to provide and care
for one woman ef Shunem. This account &
pregnant with lessons for us. The first point 1o
note i that Elieha was known ta the waman,
and 0 her he had alieady proven himself'a
man of God, Secondly, after the Shunam-
mite's return to her homeland, she appealed
to.the King for the restoration of her property,

July 23, 2042

Lesson Title:. kehoshapha Makes Judicial
Refarm

Lesson Scrpture: 2 Chronicles 18:28 —18:11
Print: 2 Chronicles 1904 11

Tentative Devolional Sangs: #242; #2232, and
#243

Hey Yerse: [Jehoshaphat] said to the judpges,
"Consider what yvou are daing, for you judge
not on behaff of human beings bul an the
Lords hehalf; he & with you in giving judg
ment" (2 G hronicles 1883,

Jdehoshaphat had set his heart to seek God.
The King was committed to establishing a ju-
dicial system to disperse godly justice: Je
heshaphat understosd the impotance of zea-
lecting judges with goed character and godhy
morakk. He knstv aka that a healthy justice
system revolves on a crucial linehpin, an alert
and educated public, People will be motivated
to safeguard known rights. Any leader, wha
ersures that the citzens know their rights, is
acting in the best interest of the country,

dehoshaphat further demonstrated the belisf
that good governance started with sound
knowledge of andrespect for, Gods laws. Je-
hoshaphat had set himself up to be an instru-
ment of God, reminding people that Jehovah
God was the only true God,

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: 16 Lne2012
10:00 AM. — 11:30 AM

The Someday List
Stacy Hawkins Adams, 2009

Discussion Date:21 July 12
10:00 AW, — 1130 4 M.

Can | Get 3 Winess?
ReShonda Tate Bilingsley, 2008

The iromy of a divorce courd Ju:ln! “:I.‘tlnﬂ dli-
varced hemself is not lost on Vanessa Coltan-
Rtk .ﬂrl"lﬁr_r all, she's seen everything in her no-
tofious: H:ll.!ihn courtroam, where she's presid
ed aver the breaup of l:nl.milu:ii unhappy and
disillusioned couples. Even her own sister, Di
anne, & dealing with relationship drama of het
own, a betrayal thats |eft Dionne |'||Jr'|:;r'pI faor
revenge on the man she hoped to marry. But
when careerdriven Vanessa chooses to ok
late on the night-of her fifth wedding anniver
sary, her hushand, Thomas, decides he's had
enough of her putiing work before staring the
family ke so desperately wants — and he tells
her hewans out.

In @ last-ditch effort to save the marriage, their
owin judge erders WVanessa and Thomas to at-
tend aspirtual retreat. She goes — but not with-
aut a fight And just when she thinks she's won,
fate steps in and helps hei see things in a
whole new Hght Mow Vanessa and her sister
face the toughest cheices of their lves. Can
Dlnnqe untangle hemself from a payback play
gone homibly wrang? Can WVanessa rebuild &
bond thatshe had @ big partin destioying 7 Wil
sheleam from her own mistaces and heryears
of experience on the bench? O1 will she need
something e to keep a tide of bitterness 'Fr:lm
taking ower her fife,
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CHILDREN LEARN,,
What They Lve - .
IF 2 child livas with enticiem; he learmata cﬂfﬂ'&m#
If 2 child lives with hastlibg, he lzarms tafight
IFa child livas with ndicule, he learns to be :.|-||:].
I 5 child lives with hestlitg, he learns to fasl Eullhll.j
}F s child hves with *.:-l'lame, helsarmns to condsmn.
I 2 childlives with tolerance; he l=arms ta be pabent
i s il et bl em s fidaa e
JF 3 childlveswith praise, helms e
H— 5 child livea with fairme = e |
[F 5 child les with sec

et of .

Something to Smile About!
Joke of the Maonth

&teacher asked the children in her Sunday School class,
"If | sold my house and rmy car, had a big garage sale

-and gave all my money to the church, would | getinto heaven™

"MO!" the children all arswered.

"I | eleaned the church every day, mowedthe yard,
and kept everything neat and tidy, would | getinto heaven™

Again, the amswer was "NOI"
"Well" she continued, "then how can | getto heaven?

In the back ofthe room, a five year old boy shouted out, "You gotta be dead!"
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Important Dates to Remember

June 15-16, 2012

Jume 16, 2012

June 17, 2012
June 22, 2012

Jume 24, 2012

June 27-July 4, 2042

July 1,2012
July 1,2012
July 1314, 2012

July 22.25 2012

Sons of Allen Retreat

Sth District Prayer Fellowship & Apprecidion
St Paul, Montgomery, Alabama )

Father's Day
O.%A.5, Night Cut, B:30—8400 p.m,

Graduae & Retires Recognition Sunday, 10:50 a.m.
Comm union Sunday

4%th Quadrennid Session of the General Conference of the
African Mahodist Episcopal Church, Nashville, Tennesses

Lay Sponsored Tripto Generd Conference
1000 AM Worship Service
Church School Waorkshop

Chnstian Educaion Congress, Maontyomery, Alabama
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Pastor's Meditation

& Celebration of Freedam

Freedarm — in our day and time — s considersd a nght, Twe hundred thity six years aga,the leaders of
this courtry put together and endosed the Declration of Independence, which said, "We hold these
truths 10 be selfewvident, that all men are ceated equal, that they are endowed by their aeator with cer-
tain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit ef Happiness," Al acoss the
wordd, feedom is viewed as a human nght. The queston then is not about w hether a human should hawe
freedom; ingtead, we find surselves wondenng who is considered human, Ae women humans T Ae chil-
dren humans? &re Afican Amencans humans? &e Hepanic Amencans hurmans? &re Azian Anericans
hurmans? Are eldefdy people hurmans? Are the physically challenged hurrans? Arethe mentally chal-
lenged humans T Are the incarcerated humans? &re the sick and invalicds hurmans? Are the poor humans?

When Frederick Douglass approached our-nation's celebration of hdependence Day in 1852, he raised
similar questions: "Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am | called upon to spea here to-
day? What haswe |, orthase | represent; to do with vour national independence? &re the great principles of
palitical feedom and of naturl justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, edended to us?
And am |, there®re, called uponte bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to confess the ben-
efits and express dewout gratitude for the blessings resulting fom your independence o us™ Douglass
remninded his hearers that the Afican slave was considersd three-fiths af a human. *

Reue ® 1d Patrch 0. CHEytoW

Freedom s=ems to be a right for those with power. However, rost dictionaries define freedom as the
condiion ofbeing free of restraints; liberty fom slavery, detention, or appression; polifical independencs;
exe rmption fromithe arbitrary exercise of authorty or from an unplea zant condition; free will; or the right of
enjoying all efthe. privileges of membership or ciizenship. Though # may appear that feedomis only a
right far the powerful, this is not the case. Freedom is fr all, but itis a right that needs protection by pow -
er. This power is not necessarly miktary or pakical might. Rather, erganie feedom is proteced by the
pow er of cornmunity,

It we look dosely at the bikle, real freedanyis created and protected by God, The whole ofthe Mew Testa-
ment declares that feedom is an existence that is not enslaved to sin; the law , and death. Therefre, a
free person is not bound by a desire for poor choices, by maralism, or by the consequences of Billowing
thioze two.

Even though freedom - secular and sacred — is described as not being bound to eppression, feedom is
not the ladk of all boundaries. Though sorme may say that feedom is a fee for all, real, responsible,
wholesome, and constrnuctive teedom has pammeters, For feedom to keep cvilization iract, it must be
erderly and considerate of carmmunity. Yes, the hible concurs; After Galatians 5:1 says, "For feedam
Christ has set you free it states, "Stard fim, thersfore, and do not submit again to the yole of slawvery.”
Further, Galatiars 5:13-14 says, "For you were called o feedom, brothers and sisters; onlydo not use
your feedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through lowe become =lawes to one another. For
the whole law is surmmed up in 3 single cormmandment, ' You shall kbve your neighlor as wourself™

Freedom is not the property ofthe elte and powerll. Freedom, however, needs the power of eommunity
ta be maintained. Furthermore as God's children, we need God's power to create true feedom. ktales
the sacrifice of God's Son to bring freedom into existence, A5 a result, we hawe to handle the responsibili-
ties that freedam entails _We must live aceordingt God's ward.

i, A

L Pl raaal o |

‘Frederck Doug Bes, W atto the Seve @ the 4™ oTJupT"—Speechpre niothe Rochester ades” & mh-5 e ry Soce-
te RochestErHall, Rocresster MY, July 31832

'Sam Arbcle 1 Sectionl, Parmgephd of te Unizd Sites Consttubo nend note tat it preced es the creation of the
thireenthand Tourbesmth s mend menx
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Pastor’'s Meditation

[LRETH RO R T |

Ewen though Independence Oay is a secular holiday, we all need 3 eormon understanding of God's free-

daom. Freedom isthe ramowval of sasery to sinthat we might serve Ged! Freedom is a primary ingrediert
for_ warship! Freedom is often the element that takes worship fom mediocrity to greatness. Freedom &

actually a requirernent or- authentic worship. Recall that Jesustold the Samarntan woman that real worshipis
done in spat and tth. The bible says that where the gpint of the Lord is there is liberty, The bibk also says
that the tnuth shall s=t you fiee.” Hence, authe mtic worship is free —freed by God %r the worship of Godd!

Wihen feedom getsin worship, it takes wings!\When we get fee in worship, we |et go ofthe falze pretenses,
When we get free, we awid destructive traditions. When we get tee, we abandon pratices of death and
fllow lite, When we get free, we stand up straight and praise God. When we get fee, we are opened! Our
minds are opened. Our hearts are opened. Our spints are opened. Our wallets ae opened . Our schedules
are ppered. Our Bith is opened. Our obedience is opened, Our love (s opened. Our service is opened. Our
Brgiveness is opened. Our mercyis opered.

Let us he fee. Be free by bcusing more on God than the surmounding preblerms. Tm not saying that we
should avoid our issues or pretend that they aren't real. Instead, we should not make them our primary fo-
cus: Look at what the bible says in Aets 16:19-24; Paul and Silas were brought to court on trumped up
charges. They were stripped and beaten. They were thrown into prison, Their #et wers putin stocks. Yet,
they did not cormplain. They didn't argue with each other. They didn't focus ontheirissies. They praved and
sang hynnsto God! They exhibited feedom of spint. They had peace. God will keep in perkct peace those
whose minds are stayed on God.' Mot only will that peace bless us, but that peace will inspire those around
us!

Let us he fes byinspinng others as e focus on God. When we operate in feedom, we give others penmis-
zion to da the same. When we mowe in joy, we encourage others to do so. When we praise in public, we
ertice others to join us. When we put God first inthe midst of our storm, we let others know that they can do
it o)

Vihen Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns, they did so outwardly, They prayed out loud, They =ang out
loud. Their pimary agenda in prayer and praise was NOT to be-heard by the other prisoners. Their primary
fcus Wasto connect with God. Paul and Silas wanted to enceurter God in the midst oftheir jail! Yet, their
connection to God resutted ina feedomthat hecame contagious. An earthguake takes place. Itis s= violent
that the foundation of the jal is shaken. Al the doors open, and EWVERYOMNE S chains are unfastened! Our
feedarn can free others! Be fee fr wurself and farthese amund you: Be free socthat the prisans in your li®
and in the lives afthose amund you are shaken and opened,

Finally, be free by speaking the word to those in need . Paul spoke the word to the pnson guard aterthe
earthquakie. Az 3 esult, e guard was sawed. He was feed. To speak the word of God is mot just preaching
on Sundaymaming. To speak the ward of God isto show people how to live'in a waythat honors God. Ta
spealk the word of God is tolet someone know that shethe is 3 child of God, To speak the word of God isto
offer samreone forgiveness and restoration. To spealdthe word of God is to extend grace to a person's fami-
Iy. To speak the ward ef God isto help people urderstand theircircumstances. Tae speak the word of Gad is
to call out sin and to plead for God's mercy, To speak the word of God isto shine a light on where Godis in
the world, To speak the word of God isto set forth how one shows lowe te ancther. To speak the word of
God is to sere someons otherthan ourselwes. To speakcthe word of Godisto put God irstin all we do.

Be free to speak the word of God in your home. Be free to speai the word of God to your neighbor. e free
to speak the word of God on your lunch break. Be fee to speak the word of God in your car pool. Be free'to
speak the word of God'in your relationships. Be fee to speak the word of God ower yvour healtty. Be feeta
speak the word of God ower your finances: Be free to speak the word of God to yoursslf and to thoss in
need.

Let us gelebrate our freedom — freedam in Christ, "Whomthe Son sets tee s fee indeed!™

ok & 424, 2CodithEns 3:17; Joh e B:32.
‘EaEk 263
Jok s B36.
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49th Quadrennial Session of General Conference

The 42" Quadrennial Session of the General Conference
af the African Methodist Episcopal Church was held in
Naskeiille, Tennessee from June 27 to July < 2012, The
conference was hosted by the 13" Epkcopal Distriet and
heost bishop, Bishop Yahti Murphy Mckenzie, EBiEhop
Gregory &, M. Ingram wias the General Conference chair-
person. For more than four years the 13" District, Team
13, had prepared to host thousands of African Methodst
Episcopal clergy and lay from around the world. Their &
borswere evident by the warm welcome and cordial hos pi
tality extended throughouwt the conference and the ministry
in music and dance at the worship services by the 13th
Epseopal District choir and dance minis iy,

The agenda for General Conference was a packed eight
(B) day schedule and there were ako pre-conference
meetings and banquets, Far this writer, the worship ser-
vices (opening, Sunday and Corsecration) are nermally
the highlight ef the General Conference; howewer, this

ey, Sten, Chapiain Johvizon and Pasior Claybom year two additional services, the Richard Allen Young Adult
) AR ey day Council Service and the Keynote Address, were the high
lig ks

The General Conference officially began an Wednesday morning, dune 27, at 10 am with the
Opening Worship Servee. The processional included the Chaplairs, College Presidents, Judi
cial Council members, Coannectional and General Officers, and the Bishops of the church (retired
and active). The spening message was delivered by Bishop Mekinley Young, the 108" elected
and corsecrated Behop afthe AME Chureh. His textwas from John 12:37, and the sermon was
entiled “"The Defining Moment"

The Conference paused from business dis cussions for an Ecumenical Worship Service on Fri-
day evening. Bshops and ministers from other denominations, especlaly Methodist, gathered &
onein Christ fol a powerful service. The preacher for the hour was D1, [van Abrahams, General
Secretary, World Methodist Couniil, Hi textwas Esther 4 He messape was based onthe Genr
eral Conference theme and emphasized that the church & called for such a time as this to exalt
Zhrist.

Sunday marning was another great tire of praise and worship. The conference hall was filled to
capacity as AME=s came for Sunday Wership Serviee. This was not only
Sunday Merming Warship, but it was Hol' Communion Service. The
preacher for this grand Sunday moming service was Bishop Garalyn Ty-
ler Guidry, the 122nd elected and consecrated Bshop of the ANME
Churgh, Bishop Guidry's sermon was entitled "Lift Jesus Up" and the
text was John 12:32-33. She related her message to the gquadrennial
theme on exalting Christ, Cwver forty persons were in the delegation that
came from 5t John for this senvice.

Sunday was a full day. In addition to Church School and morning war-
ship, the Christian Debutante and Masters C etillion was held that after
noon, & special Musie and C hristian Art Ministry Service was held st 8
pmoand the Richard Allen Young Adul C ouncil (RAYAL) Revival Semvice
was held at 10:00 pom. St John membes who were present were proud
to support Pastor Patrick Clayborn as he delivered the RBAYAL message
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that evening. He was introduced by BeEhop James Davis. He sermonwas entited "Dealing with
God's Delay” and the text was from Matthew 25:1-7. Pastor Clavbormn expounded an three points
that =1l how to dealwith Gods delay. 1, Ga beyond eur narmal limitations. 2. Lok heyond seif
tosemwe somebody ekke, 3. Fall asleep. He stated that falling asleep and waking is symbalic of
the crucif<ion and resurrection, The message brought everyone to their feet and twas a spirit-
filled and imvigarating end to a full day of prase andwership.

Cther General Gonference services, including the Retirement Service (for Bishop ©, Garnett
Henning and Bishop Carolyn Tyler Guidry) and the Memorial Service were high spirtual meo
Mments .

Heynote Address

The General Conference was honored o receive the First Lady
of the United States, Wis. Michelle Obama, as the keynote
speaker, Her address was delivered on Thursday morming,
June 28" to .a packed house. After receiving high accolades
fram Bishop Joehn R. Bryant, Behop Samuel Green and Behop
Gregory &0 M. Ingram; Biehaop WVashti Murphy Mekenzie into
duced and presemted Mrs. Obarma. M. Obama's message fo
cused onthe need for AMEs to carry on the legacy that & their
heritage. She speke of the many accomplshments of persons
who were African Methodist She ako touched on ourrent social
sEsues of phesity and woter apathy, She emphasized the ir+
portance of getting out to vote. She received several instances
af thunderous applause during her speech and a rousing stand
ing ovation at the conclusion. Some were fortunate enough to
shaie her hand and even a few took pictures with her,.  This
was agreatmomentin AME history,

The Episcopal Address

Cinthe evening of the fist day of General Conference, Behop C, Garnett Henning delwvered the
Epecopal Address; This address, compiled by bishops and lay, was well written and well d el
ered. |t addressed many of the issues and concerrs of today and called farthe AME C hureh ta
rmake a difference.

There was so much more to General Conference. Morning Prayer Services, Morning Bible Stud-
ies, business sessjors where revisions to the Book of Doctiine and Discipline weére deeussed,
reports fram all of the connectional and general officers, from the Lay and the WS and SADA,
and the Schoek and Universities, and the Chaplairs, the Judicial Council, the Epk copal Cemrmit
tee, the Health Core and much, mush more There Is m:-t Ennugh rocm to print everdthing. Visit
the AME Church's website blag, L i, LT nublog,, for minutes and other infor-
maticn onthe Conference . Look far the new E-I:Irtlnn nfthE Book af Doctrine and Discipline ofthe
African Methodist Episcepal Ghurch withinthe nextyear.

From an initial ballot ef 17 candidates, two persons were elected Bshop during this General Con-
ference, Former Generd Officer Clement W, Fugh was elected the 131st Bishop and the
Rewerend Reginald T, Jackson, pastor of 5t Matthew AME Church in East Orange, New
Jersay, wos dected the 132nd Bishop, Congratulations to both,

A, raedarnd vy v 3
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The General Officers elected toserve this Cuadrennial are!

General Secretarg/CIO

Sunday School Union President'Publisher
Department of Annuity Imeestments and Imsurance

The Christian Recarder Editol
Global Witness and Ministry
Department of Christian Education

Department of Church Growth & Development

Historiographer

The Reverend Dr.
The Reverend Br.
The Reverend b,
The Reverend L.
The Reverend Di.
The Reverend Or,
The Reverand D,

Director of Research & Schalars hip of AME Review The Reverend Br.

New members of the Judicial Coun'il

Judicial Council Altternates

The Reverend b,
The Reverend Br.
The Reverend Di.

Jeffery C ooper
Johnny Barbour, Jr.
Jerame Harri
Calvin H. Sydnor
Feorge F. Flaners
Daryl B, Ingram
James C.Wade

Teresa Fry Brown
Wernon J, Byrd
Glenda Hodges
Frederick D, Sherrod

TaShun . Bowden-Lewis, Esq.

The Closing and Consecration Worship Service was the final worship service of the General Cor

ference. Senior Bishop John R, Bryantwas the messenger.

Hie sermon was entited "Does Je

sus Still Wode? with test from Acts 31, He spoke of how Peter and John did “something radical’
when they "dropped” the name of Jesus. He asked the question "Roes JESUS still wiork today™
and immediately arewered "YES." He said that AMEs foday can plead the bload of Jesus. There
i powwer inthe blood and allthat needs to be done s to "Let JESU S shake up the house.”

The final Business Session was presided over by BiEhop Zamuel L. Green, president of the
Council of Bishops, The long awaited report fromthe Episcopal Committee on the assignment of
Bishops for 2012-2015 was the order of the day, Here is the report of the Epscopal Committee.

FirstEpicapal District:
Second Epecopal Bistrict:
Third Episcepal Distriet:
Fourth Epscopal District:
Fifth Episeopal District;

Sith Episcopal Ditrict
Seventh Episcopal [ istrict:
Eighth Episcopal District:
Ninth Episcopal District
Tenth Episcopal District:
Eleventh EpiEcopal District:
Twelfth Epkcopal District
Thirteernth Episcopal District:
F ourte enth Epis copal District:
Fifteenth Epscopal District:
Skdeenth Episcopal Dristrict:
Seventeenth Epscopal District
Eighteenth Epizcopal District:
Mineteenth Episcopal District:
Twentieth Episcopal District
Ecumenical Officer:

Located:

Bishop Gregory Gerald MeKinley Ingram
Bishep William Phillips DelWeaux Sr.

Bihop MekKinley Young
Biehop John Righard Bryant

Bishop Theodore Larry Kikland
Bishop Preston Warren Williarms 1|

Bishop Richard Frankiin Marris

Bishop Julius Harrson MeAllister

Bishop Jdames Levert Davis

Bishop Washti Murphy Mekenzie
Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardsan Jr
Bishop Samuel Lawrence Green Sr.

Bihop Jeffrey Mathaniel Leath

Bishap Clement W. Fugh

Bihop David Rwhynica Daniels Jr,

Bihop Sarah Frances D avis

Bihop Wilfred Jacobus Messiah

Bihop Jdohn Franklin W hite
Bishop Paul J. M. Kawimbe
Bishop Reginald T. Jacksen
Bishop Reginald T. Jadison
Bishop E. Earl McCloud Jr,

hr. Hodges Washington was a Lay alternate delegate for the M erthivest Annual Conference, The
Rewverend Dr. Homer L MeCall was a delegate representing Daniel Payne College and the B ew
grend Dr. James R, Johnson was a delegate because he i a retired miltary chaplain, Pastor
Clayborn, Reverend Sheri, Patridk |, and several other members of 5t John attended a5 obserns-

BI5,
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Sons of Allen Men’s Retreat
By hichael O. Gark

5t. Johrs Soms of Allen Men's Minstry celebrated their 8" Annual Men's Retreat at Guntesville
State Paik during the wediend of June 15°-17". This annual gathering allowed the men of St
John to band and continue theirspirtual growth and teachings, They partticipated in a twa-night
stay at this out of town location in order to fellwship and share knowledge on various topics.
The theme for this years retreat was "R .EV.IWV.E,, Rekindling Eternal Wiion, Inspiring Wictory
Everpwhere".

The first day of the retreat began with bonding activities Including a cookout, fishing, various
board games and watching movies. The men were treated to some fine food, as usual, by
Brother Theodore Tyson, Head Chef for the Sors of Allen, After dining, Rewverend Dr, Patrick
Clayborn conducted a wokshop session entitled, "F rom the Codeh to a 5K Run”, Folloing
Reverend Clayborns wokshaop, the men gontinued their bonding activities by watching movies
donated by Brother Karl Gullatte. This ended the first d ay of activities,

The second day of the retreat began with the men gathering for breakfast followed by wokshop
sessions that lasted throughoutthe day. Each wokshop session lasted approximately ane hour
and included gquestiors and dis cussions.

The following wakshops were presented onthe second day:
*  "Sharpening the Saa’ by Br. Arthur Waker

*  "BEvangelisn" by Dr. Lee Willianms

# 3 Tg.of Thing” by President Tommy Andersaon

After conclusion of the wokshops, the Sons of Allen president, Brother Tommy Anderson, facili-
tated a retreat reflections and remarks session, followed by a Sons of Allen meeting, Aftenvards
the men gathered far a group photo, followed by dinner, After dinner, the men continued their
fellowship and bonding activities farthe rest of the evening. The retre at concluded with the men
gathering for breakfast on Sunday maming and aftenwards departing for Church sewvice.
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Vacation Bible School 2012

Fishin' on a Mission with Jesus!
By Loraine Parham, Wacation Bibie School Director

Ve prepared the tackle box, chese the very best bait, casted aw lines and reeled inthe most
exciting, electrifying, exhilarating, uplfting, slevating, stmulating and spirt-filed WBS ever. From
heginning to end, we weretruly"FiEhin' on a MEesionwith JESUS".

Did | say from beginning to end? Well, there s
a before the beginning, Before WBS 2012 be-
gan, Mrs. Danna Gullatte setthestage by cap
turing the YBS theme In a mural which was
strategically placed on the entrance wall. Ewe
ryane entering the church was immediately
captivated and wanted to know more about the
plans for WBS,

The wieek prior tothe stanl of WVBS, Nrs. Mary
Rarkin launched a publichty ralky in the Searcy
Homes community with members of the chil
dren's choir and their parents. The group
) marched through the complex carreing fishing
facks and chanting "Fishin' ana Mission”; passing out gold fish and inviting allte WBS 2012, They
returned to the Church with more children thanshe had when she |eft. A special salute B ex
tendedto Brother D ennis D eloach and Mrs, Kristina Liggin for creating the publicity flvers,

Matthewn <4 18-21 detailk Jesus' encounter with four fishermen while waking by the Sea of Gali
lee. The lives of Peter, Andrewd, James and John were immediately changed by the words,
"Fallow Me and | will mak e you fishers of men.” Thescripture says Ustraight away, immediately,
without hesitation, they left their nets and follawed him."  They follessed Him throughout Galilee
#= Hetaught and preached the Gospel in the synagogues. Christiams are ako-called to spread
the gespel hewever, before gaing out they must be equipped. WBS 212 focused on equipping
us in preparation for sharing the Good Mews of salvation through Jesus Christ, Throughout the
week more han 120 students were anchared in truth and prepared to s hare that truth with othes
as fishermen for Jesus, The bible study focused on five tenets:

PRAY FIRST - A5 fshers we mustpractice prayer and pray mightity befare witnessing
to others.

SPEAK LUP - Fehers must understand the importance of speaking up with boldness
aboutdesus.

BE BR AVE = Although we may be anxious we can take camfort in the knowledge
that wee canwitness without fear of persecution,

LI%E RIGHT - A= fehers we know thatwe are imperfect however we should
endeavar to live a righteous life to he effective in our witness.

REACH OUT - A5 Christiars we have a resporsibility to-share the Gospel with every

one God sends our way,

These five tenets could be heard in every class beginning with the Preschool Minnows . { ages 2 -
&) taught by Mrs. Erica Harkin, Mms. Yyette Clark and Mrs. Stephanie Hasan, Can you imagine
being in & class with buelve, thats right taelve 2-5 year olds who knew that they needed to PRAY
FIRET™ &nd tt did not stop there. The Primary Starfish, {ages G-8) taught by Mrs, Lydia Cwers
and hir=. Karen Minor, with the help of M. Rosemary Wells, had no problem SPEAKING UP.
When asked to whom they could witness, they spoke with boldness about witnessing an the
school bue to clazsmates, to friends and to their neighbars.  The courageaus. Junior Stingrays

L il T e 8|
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Vacation Bible School 2012
Fishin' on a Mission with Jesus!

A evndimaiesd e e Tl

(ages.9-12), under the direction of Mro Justin York and Mrs. kisting Liggins (Grady Madson
AME] personified what t means to BE BRAVE asthey engagedin one-orone interviews about
the importance of witnessing. The teen Sharks, ages 12 and up (SHARK ATTACK!Y were 28 to
A0 strony each night. This explozive group under the care of a dynamic trio, Brother Bennis De
Loach, Ms. Janette Smith and Rev. Sherl Smith Clayborn engaged in continuous dscussions an
how important £ & ta LIVE RIGHT, What did you say Ms. Smith™? "When you know better, yoau
aught to do better’. The "Big Bass" Adult and Young Adult Seahorse classes were led by Mis.
Lillie Riwvers, Mr. Hodges Washington, Mr. Bernard Powers, Mris. Mildred Powers, M. B ufus Gik
mare, and his. Agnes Gilmore, Dr. Thalia Love-Brawn, and Ms, Glaudinetts Puritfoy shared thisir
experiences in REAC HING OUT and encauraged each other to be persistent intheir witness and
take every opportunity o share the Gospel even inthe oddest of situations,

Butwait, it did not stop there, let's not forget the fun. On the irside of the church, the hands-on
i i 1 j M creative design team of KM,
Cheryl Anderson, M. Donna
Gullatte, s, Mary Rankin,
and Rev. Miriam Gamrett, se-
lected and assisted the wyouth
in completing lesson-focused
crafte to reinforce the hible
study theme, Onthe oulside of
the church the spors team
carsisting of Mr, Glenn H arkin
and hr. Earl Fitchard remind ed
e | youth of the importance of et
ting othes see the God in
them while atwork and at play.

Those whoa missed VBE 2012,
net anly missed an impertant

bible study but ako the wonder-
ful fellowship with St. John's sister church, Grady Madison AME, and an energetic performance
by the Christian Drill Team from True Light Church of Ged and Christ. Each day paticipants were
greeted by the most congenial team of registrars ever, Wis. YWanona Watten, M, Eva Smith,
Mrs. Edna Owens and Ms. Donnie Thampson,

&

Onee again, WBS would not be complete withowt a service project. The Clothes Closet, under
the careful coomdination of Ms. Donnie Thompson, was a remendous success. Thank you, 5t
John for the generous donatiors. Al terrs donated were delivered to the Women's and Men's
Shelters atthe Dowrtown BEescue Nission.

There are not enough words to thank all of the teachers, staff members, boards and awiliaries
fortheir hard wod and dedication to VBS and tothe miss ion of Christian Edueation. 1fyou partic-
ipated ‘in any way as a volunteer or & a student, you reeled it in, the best WBE from beginning to
end.

Take a feww minutes to enjoy some special moments captured an film by the wondeful photogra
pher, Wi, Danvin Washington, and printed an the next page. Mare piclures are posted online in
the media section of the church's website atstjohname-hsv, org.
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Vacation Bible School 2012
Fishin' on a Mission with Jesus!
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Fishin' On A Mission:
Using New Bait in Different Ponds

By Jdanette R. Smith

When it comes to evangelsm, St. John AME has al
wiays shown & hear for reaching out tothe surrounding
communities by leveraging the connection with Ala
bama ASh University, through deor-te-door evange
lizm, the soup Kitchen, ot even the "kring a friend to
church practice.” "Fishin' ean a mesion”’ was mare than a
catchy phrase, itwas a part of 5t John's fiber, Sowhen
the number of teers, youth and young adults rermained
corstant or fell off, it was understood to be a part of
what many ministries face regardless of race or denomi
ntio .

Following God's leadings & guite lke an adventure,
4 Many times He gives detaik ke puz=le pieces and be
" lievers find themseles holding up an odd-shaped

"heavenly directive” and thinking, "“Where in the waorld
does THIS fit T At least that wias this writer's sentiment when God begansharing ideas and con-
cepts about youth, teen, young adult, and young-at- heart events.

Following God's lead on using new bait, we began developing ways te minister to the youth in
relevant yet authentic ways. The test would be Vacation Bible Scheol this summer, The bait: &
change of scenery forthe classroom, audio / visual additions, exposure tothe type of musicteens
lie, but with Jesus-focused lyrics. Thatwould be the baitto getthem in the door, and we had the
Urban Ministries Ine, curricdlum to carry us the rest of the way. Howewver, the way in which that
weeh unfolded saught even the “fishers of men’ bysurprise.

On the first night of WBS there were 12 students; most of those were St John AME wouth: The
number jumped te 30 the second night and then to 42 the third night On that third night no ane
complained that they ran out of food because "owur" nets were full On the fourth night " The
Shats" division |eveled off at 30, Sevenstudents gave their lives o the Lard, two of those were

o | re-dedications. As the nets got heawy with the weight

E of "the eatch,” the teachers gres stronger. Rew,
Sheri, Denns Deloach and this writer were chal
lenged to stay flexible: Be prepared with the planned
lezzon, but definitely be ready fo minister "aff the
cuff.” In fact the wilingness to letthe classes oper
ate as a living, breathing entity & whathept students
caming badk, The class dealt with real life s ues,
and |stened to the daily challenpes of the students,
Oeccasionally tough lowe had to be administered
when teers just wianted to act ke teens. Still, they
returned. When that weelk was over, several began
“showiing up" at the church to serve with the soup
! kitchen, or hang out at choir rehearsal. 3t John has
ewen hegun a regular Wednesday night hikle study
thatusually host 13-18 students, Three VBS viitars
have. joined the church and other yourng people have
begun attending St John inrecent months, The new blood has even redindled & fire amongst ex-
iting St John youth that have been long time members,

"Fishin® an a Misslan” for soul preved to. be very much lke fishing for foed, When “fehermen”
stop "getting nibbles." they change the bait, and they are not afraid to fish in ether ponds.
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The Out of School Festival was Fun Experience
By Erin Lott

On June 2, 2012, the Single Adult Ministry of St. John AM.E. Church sponsored an "Out of
School F estival' that was held at the Richard Showers Center located on Blue Springs Road. The
purpose afthe event was to provide school age yvouthwho attend schook in Huntswille and Madi-
son City a well as Madison Countywith aspirited day of fun, fellowship, and entertdainment

| Students were nal anly provided het dogs, chips, gockies, and
g drirks, but they were ako given the opportunity to participate in
various activities. Students were thrilled to get their faces pairted
like @ butterfly ar tiger tharks to the artietic talent of Cassie Shrop-
shire. Shannon Lottt did net get much of 3 break a young girls
waited o get a mink manicure at the Mail Bar. DJ Chief Rocka
broughtthe WEUP Yan and provided students with the latest Hip-
Hop and R&E music. The popular Moonbounce was in place and
% remained full during the majority of the festival, Whenthe children
needed a snack to keep their energy up, they could stop and get
popcam and eotton candy, Needless to say, children were in line
multiple imes for the cotton candy.

Students weere also gwen the opportunity to participate in a 3 on 3
basketyall taurnament. Mr. Brownlow provided his referee talents during the tournament. Three
beys from the community won the toumament and were given medak of achievement . They
ware their medak proudly during the remainder of the festhral.

Fastor Claykorn came out to the festival to readto the children insupport ef summer reading. He
tead a few books including Go Away, Big Green Monoter! by Ed Emberley and Suck in the Mud
by Jane Clarke. These books were definitely crowd pleasers. The Richard Showers Center G-
brary Branch provided reading took and information about the surmmer reading pragram that =
led by the Huntville-MadiEan Courty Public Library. After the reading, Pastor Claybom ended
with an energetic game of "D uds, Dudl, Goose”,

Allin all, the Ouwt of School Festival was a big suceess and The Single Adut Minstry hopes to
mak e itan even biggersuceess nextyear. The Single Adult Ministry thanks the following for theii
donatiors in our effort; James Garpets and Lighting, the Honorable Commissioner Bob Harrisan,
and Frank Jerkins ofthe Coca-Cola Compamy. A specialthark vou goes out to-all members and
friends of St..John whe volunteered their time in suppern of this: event  ltwas greathy appreciated,
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2012 Graduate and Retiree Recognition
High School Graduates

- M Kourney Effmbeth Burwefl earned an
| . '|| Advanced Honors Diploma from Hazel
I N Green High School  She graduated wiith
honors with an overall average of 80. She
will attend Jacksonville State University
! (Jacksomville, Alabama) and will major in
exercise science and wellness. Fourney i
© an active member of the YPD and the
Prage Dance Minigtry. Kourtney is. the
daughter of Ms. Jill Burwell, graned-daughter
af e, Eleanor Burmett, niece of Mr. Lars
:Al.rery. hMe. Mary Fowers and Ms. Rosa
" Whitman, and cousin of Ms. Brandy Powers

]
ad o =-r'-*-_

' J Alesia Kamania Ginn eamed a high school
. : Y =8 : Diplama fram Bob Jones High School
High School Graduates fe to right) Jacquelyn Thompson. Ricardo Love, where she was a member of the Spanish

Kowrtmey Barwel and Mna Joknson with Paser Clapbom. Honor Society, Alesia will attend Mercer
Uniwersity (Macon, Georgial. She B a3

member of the YPR and Yeuth Yeung Adult. Chair of 5t John AME Church, Alesiais the daugh
ter of Mr. Guy Ginn,

MNina Marie Johnson carmed ahighschool diploma from Lee High School. She will atiend J. F.
Drake State Technleal College (Huntsville, Alabama), Mina plars o become a chef. She B an
active member of the YPD, Kitchen Ministry, and praise dance mingtry. She & the niece of Ms.
Barbarz &nn Johrson and M. Jessie Johrs on, and the cousin of Ms. Alice Hereford, Joshua
Hereford, and s Marjorie R eed.

Ricardo Migeel Lowve samed a high school diploma fram James Oliver Johnson High School.
While in high school Ricards was a member of the Student Government Association, marching
band, and an academic honoms student. Ricardo received the 2011- 2012 M ational Business Edu-
cation Award, Ricardo will attend Alabama & & M University (Hunsville, Blabamal and major in
Maketing, He & the only son of Mr. Randy and Mrs, Rickshel Love and grandson of Ms. Marie
Sanchez,

Jacouelm Micole Thompson earned an Advanced Diploma with a <0 grade point average from
Budkhorn High Sehoal. Her honors and asards include-the Natienal Honor Society, Buskhom
High School Top Ten, FOCLS, 2012 Alpha Kappa Alpha Debutante, and the President's Educa-
tion Awards Program for Dutstanding Academic Excellence. Jacquelyn & the recipientof an aca
demic and athletic schalarship fram the University af Mantevalle {Montewvallo, &labama), where
she will be majoring in Bio-C hemistryiPre-Med, Jacquelyn plans to become an OB/GYM, She &
the daughter of Dr. Temmy and Ms. Cassandra Thompson and the granddaaghter of D Willie
Minge Clak and Mrs, Lou Cladk.

For | imow dre plans | have for you, " declares Hhe LoRD,
‘blans ta'n,ﬂm.s;aerj-m mgﬂnﬂé o ham you,
Dlansto give you hooe and 2 fiture
Jeremiak 2201

P e o paee 10
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2012 Graduate and Retiree Recognition
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Lindergraduale and Graduate Studies

_1 Ms. Leandria Tia Lo#f, BA, carned s

Bachelors of Arke Degree from Tennes-
see State University. Her major was
C ommer cial Musia Peformance with em-
phasis in Violin Studies. During her ten-
ure at TsU shewas ahble to study in Lon-
don, England and pedorm in ltaly. She
has & positon at Drexel Preparatory
Acaderny teaching strings. She also
plans to continue playing musical  and

participating in other musical outlets
around the city of Nashville. She s the

daughter of Wr. Peter & Dr, Rena Lot
and the sister of Peter Lott, I,

Ms. Janefte BR. Smith BA. eamed =
Bachelor's af &rs Degree in Telecommuw
nications from Alabama Agriculural and
| Mechanical University. Ms. Smith re-
| turned to AARMU in the summer and fall of
- 2011, to complete two full semesters of
coursenolk , for which she sarned a 4.0
Gradwates fedio noht) dJanette Smidh and Dr. dermifer Pakerson with Pagior Claybom. | grade point: average.  She returned to
Alabama A&M University after enjoying a
27+ wear career a8 a Broadeast Journalist in several markets and as Host for programming on

the DY Metwork and HG T,

hs. Smithis a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Serority Ine., and Alpha Epsilon R ho— the Mation
al Hanorary Broadeasting Society, When Ms. Smih first attended Alabarma Agricultural and Me
chanical University, she served as an officer in the Student Government Association, a8 Second
Attendant to Miss Alabama A&M, and was a faithful member of the University Cholr far three
years uneer the direction of Cr. Henry & Wris. Nell Lane Bradford and Mr. Richard Tucker.

Janette would lke to thark her mether Eva and brother Marc far their tireless suppont, and recog
nize her father Lt Col {Ret John Smith, in whose memoryshe returned te finsh her degree. hMs.
Smith serves on the planning commitee for St dohn AMEG s iThrive magazine and Friday Nite
Live, Young AdultfStudent Ministry events, AMENans letter, Youth/Young Adult & Mass Choirs.
She B the daughter of 5t John member, Mrs, BEva Smith, and Ms. &da Houston 5 her adopted
great aunt:

Jennifer lynn Olirer Patterson, PhD_ was conferred the Doctorate of Philosophy degree in
Food Science from Alabama Agricuttural and Mechanical University in Hunkwville, Alabama. Hel
dissertation 5 entited, “Distribution, bioaccumulation, and toxicity of N-nitrosamines in Red
Swamp Crayfeh.” Dr Patterson held a 40 grade point average, authored two peer-reviewed
manuscripts recentty publehed in The Jouma! of Pham acology amd Toxicolgy: A Sciemse Aernt
Jowmnal; co-authored & peer-reviewed manuscripts, and was inducted inte Phi Tau Sigma Hanor
Societyfor Food Scientist and |ota Sigma Pi henor Society for Women in Chemistry.

S e o e 1)
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Dr. Patterson E sunently 3 poestdoctoral research associate in the Department of Food and Ank
mal Science at Alabama A&NM University, conducting researchiin the areas of food and nutritional
tencicology, with particular emphasis in colon cancer prevention, diabetes (type 2) management,
and toxicological parameters of bicactive foods:

Dr. Patterson & the lead choreographer of the 3t John Dance: Ministry, and a member of the
Women's Missionary Society., She & the wife of Mr. Julian M. Patterson and the mother of Jor-
dan Pattersan,

The Reverend Malik SoDarid Safes, Ph D was confarred the Doctorate of Philozophy degree
in Systermatic Thealogy from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, Califarnia. The title of

my dissertation was "Saving Pessibilities: Salvation, the Hok Spirit, and Variegsted Resstance”
L. Sales was ordained an tinerant elder in the AME Chureh in 2007,

Sales taught Introduction to Thealogy at Aavier University, from Summer 2003 to 2005, At the
Calhoun Community Soallege in Hurtswille, Alabama, he taught Intreduction to Religious Studies
and Introduction to the New Testament. In addition to his wolk in theology, Sales s a prolific cre
ative writer, He recently completed a science fiction manus cript.

Dr. Sales is the son of Attorney Michael Sales and Attorney Juanita Lee. Sales i the beloved
nephew of Buby Sales and the beloved grandson of Mrs. Willie M. Sales Griffin, He & married to
L. Kedra Sales, whois a pediatrician.

The Reverend Debomh Denis e Peppers, MDR_ eamed the Masters of Divinity Degree from
Fayne Theological Seminary, Rev. Peppers has served as a staff minister of St John AME
Church and continués to advise the Single Adult Minsty. She B pastor of Round Hill AME

Church in Lynrville, Tennessee,

Retirees

Ms_Barbara A_ Johns on
Huntsville ity Schools
35 years and 8 months of service
Currently =enves as the President of the
Stewardess Board

The Raverend Homer L. McCalf, D iin_
St. John African Methedist Episcopal Church
40 years of service & pastorof S5t John
and S0 years in the ministry.
Currertly serves on the
&t John minsterial staff

Pastar Claybom with refirees Revere nd A Call, Ms. Barbara Mr_Lalay effe Towms end, Sr.
Jbhnsan and AF. Lafawete Tannsnd EEds‘t-:nEh.ﬂ-.rm'g,r& ABir Force Ex-
ehange

Shipping & Receiving C lerk
43 years of service
Currently serves on the Usher Board
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Divinely Inspired
Victoriously Anointed
Sisters
D.I.V.AS. Night Out

By Britiney Bell

Lyda Owens, Jfanethe Smith, Thakia low-Brown and Tami MeGhee
ey ite ewenng ., |

A night to remember at The Eaves Restaurant
on Church Street was hosted by the wormen
of St. John, The turnout for the event was
betterthan expected, with women from wall to
wall enjoyving the fellanship of one another.
Beautiful theme-centered decorations = erved
as centerpieces and were aranged by Mary
Rankin antd Donna Gullatte. As women do
not akvays have time to enjoy the felloivs hip
of othiers because ofthe commiments of eve-

ryday life.

The evening started off with a welcome and
prayer by the Reverend Sheri Smith Clay-
borm, followed by ice breates by Yvete
Cooper-Clak. The ice bregdeers allowved la
dies te find out a little more about ane anoth
er. The wormen then sat hack and relaxed
with some entertainment by St. John member
and comedienne, Mrs, Brenda Jones. After
that the women enjoyed a dinner and dessert
with comversation from our fellow friends and
sisters in Christ.

Thark wyou, M. Lauretta Teague and Wom
en's Ministry, for coordinating ths enjoyable
EvEning,

ST ICEHM AME CHUMECH
QOUP KITCHEN

and Bih Tossdays

LRI borme— 1

et = Huntweille &l
ol i (i i TV

ALL ARE WELCDINE

The 5t John Soup Kichen Ministy has e
panded ta serving meak twwice a month. The
Soup Kitehen & open on the third and fourth
Tuesdays of each maonth.

on June 18" the Soup Kitchen Minstry fed 27
visitors and members and 18 lunch bags were
prepared for the First Stop Shelter. On June
X" 35 bags were delivered to Fist Stop
Homeless Sheltter as well = meak were
served to 3 gentleman who stopped by the
church and a mother af eight children in Searcy
Hames: There was ako plenty far members
who attended the Naon Bible Study.

The Soup Kitchen Ministry s tharkful for each
pemonthat God has sent with a willing heart to
serve the community and all mankind. They
appreciate those whe made monetary dona
tions & well @ those whe provide the soup
and other foods tems, Thank you volunteers
and supporters for vour labors in this ministry,

Flowears on tha Altar

Members whe would |k e to denate flowers for
the altar starting September 2, 2012 through
August 31, 2013 may conmtact Fearlean
hyhand at 256 B52 5265,
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Youlh D3y 2012
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Youth Day 2012 will be held Sunday, Au-
gust 15th. 1twill be cbserved at both the 2:00
& 10:80 services with the aetual celebration
taking place at the 1050 service. The theme
for Youth Day s "Chains Broken: Young peo-
ple embracing their FREEROM in the Spirit of
od" The scripture reference s Galatians 5:1,

Themr ae twe pre-Youth Day swverts, The
pre-‘outh Day Concert will be Sunday, August
Sth &t 330 p.m, and the Youth Extravaganza;
Celebrating Qur ¥outh & an Evening of Fash-
ion will be. Saturday, August 18th. The lezation
far the extiavaganza will be announced at a
later date.

The youth will be s=lling ads to support the
Yaouth Day program. Afull color page & B30,
full black anmd white page & F25, hall colar
page iz 20, half black and white page & $15,
guarter page ad 5 F10, and business cards or
patons are B, Contact person are M. Pam-
ela Whitehead ar Brother Dennis Deloach,

something o Smile About|
Joke of the Manth

Srnith elimbs tothe top of Mount Sinai to tak to
God. Looking up, he asks the Lord, "God, what
does a million years mean to vou?

The Lord replies, "A minute"

Smith asks, "And what does a millien dollars
rmean to you™

The Lard replies, "~ penny,"

Smith asks, "Can | have a penny™

The Lord replies; "In @ minute "

Texting Teen News
June 2k12

Witken by hlariah Gullatte

Haot, Het, Hot! Thie summeris scorching with
the word of God Welcome to all of the new
memhers! We pray that you have found a
lowing church home here a 5t John and that
yvou will find a blessing in being here! The
youth are eut of school and chiling! Make
sure you stay hydrated and covered with sun
screen! The youth have ako taken time out

fram their relaxed s ummer days te help out at
the soup kitchen:

“Wacation Bikle School for the teers fook
place in the most stylish room of the church,
thanks to hs. Jannette Smith. It was home to
the SHARKS! SHARK ATTACK! We learned
gach day a new nugget.. Pray Fist, Be
Brave, Live Right, Spead Up, Beach Out, and
to Follawe Him. The Shaks learned to apply
the nuggek in their everyday life. In fact, | just
received ated fromsome eager SHARKS.

Cuestion #1: How did you enjoy WBST
Guestion #2: What did vou learn ortake from
the class™

Gluestion #3: Do vou apply tin your every
day lifz now™

Arisveer: Yl did enjoy VBS. | leamed to speak
up, Be Brave & Reach Dutto others by using
the gifts God gave to me And yes, | do apply
what!| have learned in ny everyday life.”
—Lzhley Lews

Anzweer: "l learned not to farget God in the
things. | do, and hefore | act | need to pray
and consider Him as well as to not be afraid
or hesitantto speak atestimonywhenspeak-
ing to others. And yes, | apply it in my day to
day life; especially praving now more than
ever. | leep himin my mouth”

— Kalon &ndeson

Wesomehow managed te fit over 30 teems, 3
adults, and a small fan in our stylish room,
And God abways works his "magic’... 8 spe-
cial young girls and boys who were in need of
His blessing gave Him their hearts and lives.

Lntil mexct ime TTYL({ Tak To You Later)!
MNews Test farthe Month...
Matthew 4:19 Faollaw me, and | will make yau

fehers of men.
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FRIDAY NITE LIVE & still building fts Drama & Dance troupes as well as its Media f Tech team. If
you ate interested, F|EISE see lils, Janette Smith, Rev. Sher Smith-Glayborn, or Mrs. G heryl
Anderson. You can alko emailthe Friday Nite Live tlam:ﬂ:rnunh the website v, FMLHsy, com.

SHOW YOUR E_UI?PDRT FOR FF||[3_.F|."‘|" MITE LIWE -The Werd & Worship Experience by sowing

a ministry seed today!
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2012

August Church Schosl reviews were written
by Kenneth Parham.

August 5, 2012

Lesson Title: Praissfor God's Justice
Lesson Seripture; Psalm 1<45:1-10; Exadus 21
-Z23; Isaiah 53

Print: Psalm 145:1-10

D evotional Sengs: #97 [, #251 [, and #243 ]
Key verse: "Happy are those whose help &
the God of Jacoh ... who executes justice for

the oppressed; who gives feod to the hure
gry" (Psalm 148:5, 7).

In this |essaon, we are given a prospective of a
psalmist who has a close: relationship with
GO0, The psalmist continueusly gives prais-
es to God for His greatness, the Maker of all
things. The psalmit cannot even fathom
placing rust in the human "man”, knawing that
man & limited inknowledge and is lirmited in
time, The psalmistknows through hisfher per
sonal wak with God that God has fed, with the
bread of life, those who hunger for sakvation,
has gramed deliverance to captives bound in
the chaire of gin and Satan; has opened the
eyves of the understanding; He has proven tao
bethe gomstant Friend of the poor inspirit, the
helpless; and for sinfes, He shoews meresy,
The psalmet ako knows the wrath ef God and
indicates that God turrs the life of the wicked
upside-dewn,

The psalmist also knows that God reigns for-
ever and ever and that hefshe will prase the
LORD,

August 12,2012

Lesson Title; God Promised a Righteous
Lard

Lesson Scrpture: lsaiah8:1-7

Print: |saiah &2-7

Dewvational Songs: &24 []; #&72[];, and
H24.3(]

Hey YVerse: "For achild has been homn for us,
ason givento us"(Isaiah 267,

"The reviewer would like o acknowledge Mat-
thew Henrd's Commentary as a source for this
lesson summary.

Research indicates thal during this fime, the
Syrlars and Assyrlars conguered the kraelies.
Even though that region was once favored by
the preaching of God, those who professed God
waked in darkness, and in the utrmost danger.
The lessonscripture aka indicated that, evenin
datkness, when Gods weard comes te any
place, to any soul, light somes, Gods word
brings Joy with i, Those who weould have joy,
must expect to go through Rard work, a the
laborer before he has the joy of harvest; and
hard conflict, as the soldier, befare he divides
the spoil. The Jews were delivered from the
yvoke of many oppressaors. The cleansing the
souk of believers fiom the pawer and pollution
of zin, would be by the influence of the Holy
Spirit, as purifying fire. These great things for
the church, were to be dome by the Messiah,
Emmanuel. Thi Child was bernfar the benefit
of men, of sinners, of all believers, fram the be-
ginning to the end of the world. Justly & He
called Waonderful, for He & both Goed and man,
Hi love & the wonder of angek and glarified
saints, He iz the Counselor, for He knew the
counsels of God from eternity; and He gives
counsel to men. He & the Wenderdul Counse-
lor; none teaches like Him. &s the Prince of
Peace, He reconciles & ta God; He & the Giver
of peace inthe heart and conscience; and when
Hi kingdem is fully established, menshall l=arn
war no mare, The government shall be upon
Him; He shall hear the hurden of it. Glorious
things are spoken of Christ's government There
5 no end to the increase of its peace, for the
happiness of it subjects s hall last forever.

Augus=t 15, 2012

Lesson Title: God Promissd a2 Righteous
Branich

Lezgon Seripture: Jeremiah 23:1-6; 33:14 18
Frint Same

Tentative Devotiona Songs; #377[; #5E [];
and #243(]

Hey Yerse: "The daw are surely coming, says
the LORE, when | will rais e up for Dawvid a right-
eous Braneh, and he shall . . . sxecute justice
and rightecusness in the land' {Jeremiah Z3:5),

Jderemiah delivered a message to the priests of

hiz tme. He relayed that GO0D was unhappy
with the state of He ehurch and He would hald

the pastorsfpriess resporsible for driving folis
P Mmdaad v e Y
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2012

S vawd Mvaaord v i AN

awiay from the church and He would persanal
Iy punish the offernders: In madern time, this
is analogous to religious arganizatiors, deep
in traditien and walues, changing doctine/
direetions for the perceived gain of a few.

Godindicated that He will bring badck His pec
ple and they will bring the shurch back to life
innumbers, God will personally send pastars
to. administer to the people and the people will
fear no more, The ones that remained knew
who they were and to whom they belonged.
They weathered the storm and God placed
the right myimister irrthe right church. God con-
tinues to watch over the churehes aof today

deremiah continued to relay that God's plan &
to produce 3 righteows seed ( The Messiah)
fram the lineage of David. Jeremiah indicated
that the ruler would presper and execute judg
mentthroughout the earth and that God would
spon deliver on His promise. In that day, i is
noted that once the Messiah 5 come and
shows His greatness, it will be Impossible for
King David ta see an ordinary man (ule owvel
the House of Isragl nor would the Levites want
an erdinary man offering sacrifices to God

August 25, 2012

Lesson Title: God Promised to be with Us
Lesson Sorpture; Ezekiel 34

Print: Ezekisl 3<4:23-31

Tentative Devotional Songs: #3437 [[; #2222 1.
and #2493 |

Hey Yerse: "lwill setup averthem one shep
herd... heshall feed them and be their shep-
herd' [ Ezekisl 3423},

Inthis lesson, the prophet Ezekiel delvers a
message from Godtothe Israglites. The Sur
day School Lesson summary indicates that
the Israelites were demaralized with hopeless-
ness after being in captivity. Ezekiels mes-
sage was welcormed in that it breught an effi
cial explanation of what was happening as
well as a vision of hope for future restoration
Gods promise of taking persaonal responsibik
ity ower the scattered Israeltes (simiar theme
noted in 19 Aug 2012 Lesson), demonstrates
the love for His chasen people. In verses 23.
24, God sets the stage for the Messiah by
appointing & shepherd for Hie chosen flock,

God indicates that He has placed the shepherd
even over David His Beloved. In verses 25-
2, Godsets up 3 covenant between God and
Hiz chosen peaple. The covenant promies
delwerance frormm the oppressors, deliverance
fram sin (arthe heathen), a promise af show
ers of blessings (their land would prasper) and,
He will give His people a plant of renosn
iJesus —a branch fram King D avid) and there
wiill be no more shame of being a C hild of God.
And finalky, in verses 30031, by God fulilling
Hie promize to the children of lsrael, All nations
will know that God & thieir shepherd and they
are His flodk.

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Oae: 18 August 12
1|;|:|I| AM, —11:30 AM.

The Goed Stuff, Micheile Stimps on, 2008

Discussion Date; 15 September 12
10:00 AN, = 1130 &M,

Lip to No Good, Gavl Weber, 2009

There iz alwaye @ man around the comer
Church trustee Jam e Black shoukd inow--hat
UETE mﬂltmaﬂ camying on adultenus affars
i .I'Jeepn;d with ane :ﬂrﬂm.ﬁ'aﬂermﬂer_
But when ke suddenly finds himself tuly m
loie, the other women i KWs okumh have a
thing or two o say about E‘—mhﬂm hiz
daghter, Jamie.

Jamme has every mienton of dismanting the
rdaihmlrp—ulﬂf whe dﬂnﬂﬂﬂm a8 mystany
woman has been sacmtly caling her lover,
Louis. Meanwhile, Jamess ron, Damed, spirals
out of conto! a!nr he catcher kiz fanceée
chesting James knows fe's o Bame Br the
tumol thet surmunds him and hiz loved ones.
Now keW kave o fnd 3 way to biing peace ko
their fves. But he can only do#t by Bcing some
hard dnths abowt himsalf and changing his
soandalous ways.




St. John A.M.E N, July 2012 Fage 20

Parent Wisdom

By Rewerend Yanessa Glowi

by fmavrcdie There are many things that willkeep. us in the ifansy of Christanity, when God's highest

i e purpose for us B to grow to maturity. 1t may be thatwe are umwilling to rup the rgk of

R e %' failure or perhaps we are afraid 1o leave our comfort zone of infaney forthe rugged Iife of

[ " i faith; but anything worth having there & a price to be paid. Whether the price 5 emotfion-

. Lalid Lr A % al pain that runs so deep, whether the challenges of parenting have been so great, or

MLe sholl sy il Jjust maybe the cares of life have been so intense—the fact of the matter 5 God plants in

. our FAITH life seeds of nourshment fram the Waord of God. Sothen FAITH comes by
w  hearingthe Word of God, Romans 10:17

As parents, the only way we can come totems with this reality & by trusting God and literalky trust
ing His Waords, regardless of the situations we faced. Mo ifs ands ar buts. Psalm 85: 22 declares,
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He shall sustain thee. He shall never sufferthe righteous to be
moved" The word cast literally mears to "throw' off or anay; to get rid of; in other words release
the burders of our hearts ante the Lord. He & the Soversign God wha has the power, the insight,
and the abiltty to handle every circurnstance. We cannot watt for owr conditions to be perfect nar
can we waitfor things to be free of all risks; we are to "castall of our anxiety antothe Lord becalse
He cares for us." 1Peter 5.7

God's way B always right. It may not abways mate sense or seldom can we explain it, far Hie
thought and ways are far above our thought. (Isaiah 85:8-0) God then wes the elements of aur
adversity to mak e us stromg. With this truth in mind, adversty can ba a teaching ool f we allow it to
do its refining wok in our lives, Instead of protecting oursehlves, we elease puseles to God. In-
stead of worrying ever failures or missed apportunities, we forget those things which are behind
and reach forth to those things that are before us and pressed toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling ef Gad in & hrist Jesus, (Philippians 3:13-14) Imste ad of drifting and doukting, we are to
courageously trust God at His Word— "Come unta me, all youwhe are weary and burdened, and |
wiill give wou rest Take vy voke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and yau will find restfor your souk. For my yoke is easy and my burden & light” Matthew
11:28-30 AMEN.

Timely Tip: Be positwe: fyour thought tend to ke all over the place or toward the negative
end of the spectrum, redirect them, How™ Start by counting vour Blessings and by Thanking
God, Our Father in heaven, Andwhile you are there; whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whaksoewver things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsogver things are of good report, if there be amy virtue, and if there be
amy prai e, think onthese things! Philippians <& 2

Prayer! Luke 2:40 Father, thank you far sending youw Son te thie earth, taking ‘on human
flesh and Infing ameng us. Lord, thank you for modeling the way to lve and what you taught us
thredgh ¥our wards & our examples. Mow Lord, | pray that our children will grow in the ways that
you gre. Lard, sharpen their foous, give them clear purpose that they k now why they are here-and
where they are going, Lord, strengthen them to growe in oharacter, help them to grow not just in
vears, butin sound mind and in matarity. Abowe all, | pray for hisfher will'to beset on doing all that
5 pleasing in your sight. Amen,

As g Thoughtful Parent; God will continue to reveal Himself to us as we journey through the stag-
g5 of this life. The Lord shall preserve w from all evil; He shall preserve our soaul. The Lard shall
preserve ourgoing out and eur coming in fram this time forth and even forevermore, Psalm 121:7-8
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The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkorm, Pastor

woh

Important Dates to Remember

duly 22252012 Christian Educaion Congress, Montgomery, Alabama

July 28, 2012 Koinenia Youth and Young Adult Summit, 8:00 am—300 pm

July 25 3042 Hopewell AME Church, F lorence, Alabama, 2:30 pm. Pastor C laybarn
will preach, and the Mass Chair will sing,

August 15, 2042 Youth Day, 2:00 a.m. and 10:50 a.m.

August 24,2012 The St.John Lay Organization Meding &S00 pm.

Bugust 24, 2072 Friclay Mite Live, 8:00—10:00 p.m.

That if wou confess with vour mouth, "Jesus & Lord)” and believe inyour heart
‘that' God rased him fromthe dead, youwill be saved, Roamars 109

INDNJG
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Sorme ofus are readyto be

out of our “Byypt," but we're

not guite readyto be'in our
"Promised Lamd!”

August 2012

Pastor’s Meditation

Facing the Red Sea
Esodus 14:10- 16

The |sraelites let captivity and perhaps thouglit that nothing but good times were ahead. They — ater ower
400 years of slavery —were FREEN! This is how Emdus 13 ends. lErad is having a commencement ser-
vice, They're graduating fom slawery to freedom.

Howewr, they tund themsehes ina worse predicament inthe nast chapter. hstead of enjoiying the laps
ef luzury, lsrael is trapped in chapter 14, The Bed 5=a is n front of them, and the Byyptian amies are
clasing in behind them.

Hawe you ewer been there? You wers supposed to be free —enjoying the high lie.  Your roubles should
have been long gone, butthe path to your breakthrough is blodced by an impossible stuation. Further-
mare, that old frouble iz back and is grongerthan ewver!

Yes, we are free - free fom our old way oflife. But, into what haw we been freed? The place of freedom
Will not hawve sunshine everyday. Itis ot a place of ease. Freedom comes at a cost. That costis often
penlous. With every blessing there comes a challenge, and the greatest challenge may not came fom our
enemies. tmaybethat our greatest challenge comes fiom the Lord!

Irthe beginning ofthe 14" chapter of Emdus, God made the |saelites double back, They had made itto
the edge of the wildemess. Then God told themto go back between Wigdol and the =ea ., Some scholars
heliewve this arsa is a valleyin Bgyet with mourtains on both sdes andthe Red Sea in font. The Bgyptian
army arthe [sraelites’ backside malkes this a tight issue, Further, God told therr to go the el

How do we deal with this? How do we handle ourselves when our circumstances contradict God's prom:
ise? How do we face siniggle when we are supposed to be fee? How do we keep our minds on freedom
when our stuation suggests that we are still slave s? How do we face our Fed Sea?

First, we must remember that God isonow side! | is easyto get disillusioned when what God tells us
doesn't come to pass immediately. God promised that Isael would be fee, but God leads them o a place
that appears to be their demise. William Johnstone says that "the liberation of kragl fom the tyrant by it-
selfis not enough; all possibility afthe tyrant ever again impo sing his servtide has to be eliminated. The
Red Sea is the lirit at which the pow er of Egyt is defnitively destroyed "' Some of us are readyto be out
of our "Egypt,” but we're not guite ready to be in our "Pramised Land!" God hasto destroy the grip:that
Egvpt has on us. Inorder to do 50, God has te put us ina place where that can happen. Bwen though lsra-
el was on s way o the Promised Land, they were not wet fee. & the ' first zign of trouble, they scream,
“We should e stayed in Eyyat!” Though theyhad changed geographic lecatons, their mentaliy was still
the same. Do vou know anyone who camies around a slave mentality? You can put themin a new contest
with allthe amenities, but their walk and talk is trapped in their past.

God decided that being geographically fee was not good enough ©r Erael. God chose to eradicate the
Israelites’ bondage atogether. God used the Red Sea fo do it! kany any of us are complaning to God
about our "Red Seas." God why did vou brng me here? God why did you let me meet that person? God
why haven't | met anybody? God why did you let me feel that way? God whyis this going en at church?
God why aren't my inances the way | wantthem? God whyisn't myjob doing what [think it should da™

Howener,the very problem that we may be complaining about might be the agent that sets us free! God

Ll (A i )

"Willam D, leheto e, “Beds.” n Eargmans Dommantary on the Sible. ed. fames DG, Dunn (Gand Bapids, ME
‘Willam B. Ezrdnaes PubEshing Com @ vy, 205 ), 88
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rray beuzing that job or unemployrrent to get ourminds right! God may put that person in our lives to give
us anew perspediwe. God maybe relosating us o help us see the haggag ethat we are still camrying . God is
letting our fnances go down the dran to show us our true source. God is allowing that situation o develop
so-we Gan see the people in our lives far wha theytaly ae. So, we rmust know that God is on our side even
though it may feel like the Lordis giving us Castor oil. Though God's work may not feel good tor us; it is good
for us:

Since God is for us, the second thing we must dois move forward.  Rew. O, William Watle v w rote 3
book ertitled Youw Hawe to Face ¢ i Hx & We haveto facethe challenge Godhas placed befre us. There-
tre, that negative rhindset hasto bhe diminated,

God saysin BEodus 1415, "Wihy do you oryto me? Tell the raslites to go orward!?’  Put the pessimistic talk
away! Putthe backbiting away Put the bicle irg away! Quit all afthat wining and pouting! GO FORWARDH!

Mow, it may seem offensive (gt least | was infially ofended) when you think about the appearance of this
situation. God doesn't seem to care about the |sraelites concem. |fthey go brward, they OROWNI God
responds, “fou won't drown._if you ermbrace who Mve galled you ta be!” Themrore, ke must hawe faith in
Godtomowe Boreard. b particul ar, we riust have faith inwhe God says we are!

This is the third mowve. Bfter we know that God is for us and after we move forward to the challenge
that: God places infront of us, then we have toface that challenge by being ourselves. We hawe to he
the persons God has called usto be, Ve hawe todo what God has caled usto do,

n Evodus 14:15-16, God talks fo hoses . hoses is the leader. horeower, he is God's representative to and
tor krael. God tells Mosesthat if he enbraces his calling and does his job, Erael will walk across the sea on
dry ground!

bis not that loses had denied his calling; rather, ke got sidefracked. I wrses 13 and 14, vozes told kErael
to sard =il and ==e the zalwation of the Lord. Gedis going to fght for vou . You just keep stll, Howewer,
God doesn't completely agree with oses. vioses says stand =ill; God says go brward |

Awhole bunch ef churches are standing sill, but God is saying ge forward! Wyriads of chuch people are
stancling still. While we are standing sill, people are losing hope. While we are standing stil, blks are going
hungry, While we are standing stll, children are not getting a quality education, When we stand ill, Presi-
dert Obarma does not get any support. When we stand =til, greedy corporations think that they can do-any-
thing they want. When we stand still, Treywon hdartin's murder goes unnoticed . When we stand stil, our ene-
rries get what they want.

if the lsraelites had just =t there, the Bgyptians would have captured them, They were only able ta be free
by gaing farward and daing what God called them ta do,

| am not trying to totally dismiss what Wozes sad . The poblemis that many of us often take standing ill too
far. Standing =till is about net doing God 5 job. God willdo God's job. Stand dill means get out of God's way!
Howewer, manytake thisto rmean that God will do ewernthing for us. Yet, God said if we want to cgoss owver
on dry ground, there are three things that must be done: it up the red, streteh ot one’s hand overthe sea,
and divide it. Thess three actions syrholize who Moses is — & leader. We, a5 the chureh, are supposed ta
be leaders. This is who God has clled usta be. Ifthe word is going te cross ower on dry ground, we have
gt to lead the.efiort.

Wik, too, hawe to lift up our rods. We iTust show othersthe transfarming power that God has. We must lift up
the areas in our lives that God has touched. We hawe to [ift up our testimonies. Woses said, "This rod was
just a shepherd's staff. One day, God changed my lig, and rmy rod changed. & tumed into a snake, it even
ate the Pharaoh's snales " Wie must lit up ourtestinonies as well. For, we avercome by the blood of the
larrt and the word of our testimony {Bewelation 1211}

Wik also haveto stretch out ourhands ower the sea. The hand is & symbol for power. God savs stretch vour
power ower your problem. Stretch your prayers owver that ehild . Stretch your giving over that lack, Stretzh
your patience overthat job. Stretch your joy everthat heatache. Stretch your mind ower that question,

) e e R I
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St. John Members Reflect on Experiences at
General Conference

Compiled by the Rewrend Vanesza Glover

hare than fifty members of St John attended one or more sessiors of the 48th Cuadrennial Ses-
sion of the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal C hurch that was held in Nash
ville, Tennessee, June 27 - July 4, 2012, Thi aricle & a compilation efthe experiences of same
of the persoms who atended the General Conference. (The Reverend Glover was given preacher
privilege to include a report armthe preached Word atthe Conference.)

hrs. Edna Owens

The: Quadrennial Service on Sunday was 3 very spirtual experience beginning with the proces-
sjgnal of all of the BiEhops and the choir singing "Total Praise". The service was very uplifting,
ending with the Haoly Communion service and | truly enjoyed the whale experience,

Ms. Claudingdte Purifoy

This was the first General Conference that | have attended and it was a great experience, The
rmusic was wonderful, the pageantry of seeing the Eshops take their positidns an the stage was
anesome, and the sermon by Bishop Guidry was inspiring. However, | was impressed with the
rumber of pesons in atlendance at conference who support the mission ef the AME ehurch but
alko the husiness of the AME church, That was wery gratifying particularly because of the so
called loss in popularity of organized religion,

hrs. Mable MzCall

Even though | spent the entire time &t the General Conference on a scooter, not being ahble to
walk and tak lke I'm u=ed to doing, due to the doctor's orders of staying off my foot, we were
hlessed to have 3 General Conference that was sxciting, exhilarating, and exemplary. One af
the highlights was First-Lady Michelle Obama whe addressed the General Conference, challeng-
ing us to continde the legacy that beganin 1816 and not to forget the persons that have laid the
foundations before us; we all have a right and responsikilty to keep their wok progressing and
mowing fonward. From the Ecumenical Service Warld Methodist Council General Secretary ser
rman, COMM-WMESWAN O breskfast, RAYAG Hour of Power with Pastor Clayborn, election of
Bihops, to Closing Waorship and Corsecration Service with the dynamic = pirit-filled Senior Bish-
ap, Bishop John Bryant, the 48" Session of the AME General Conferencewas an awesome time
not just celebrating as an AME, but celebrating Christ: and worshipping Him with fellow belisvers
across the globe:.

We. Janette Smith

| persanally enjoyed the "felloaship' that the bus rides provided, We were able to lesurely ravel
to Mashville and enjoy the comversation and camaraderie that oppotunity provided. Since we
anly enjoved ane sessian, | wil say that the Sunday sessian was inspiring, but what | enjoyed
most was thespiritand worship atmosphere withsa many belisvers and Zaints taking part in the
Praise & Worship and S emmunion services. The bus ride back was equally restorative, hecause
wee deepened aur felloweship by bredsing hread together,

Reverend Vanessa Glower

Although, a member of the AME C hurch for over 17 years, | must admitthis was ny first General
Conference, What an awesome experience to be a part of history with the first female Bishop,
Washti Murphy Mekenzie, hosting the General Conference and the Fist Lady of the United
States, M=, Michelle Obama, addressing the General Conference; what a mighty God we serve,

Deaconess Ernestine Barnas-wery
I lowe hearing, "And are we yet Alive™ at the opening worship service. The First Lady of the USA

sy i phaie 4
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and some say the "iworld”, M. Michelle Robirson Obama, was the "keynote speaker” Mayor
Dean of Mashville greeted the Conference and asked we not wait 140 years to come back. He
dko stated that AME weuld leave & million dollars in the city when they depared Mashville.
Those gone frem labarto reward since the last General Conference were remembered during a
fMemerial Service. The Reverend Dectar Patrick Clayboarn preached the 10 pm BAYAD Service
and "He was off the chain, a8 usual” We thank our host for making readily available scooters and
wheelchairs forthose in need.

Col.[Rat') James O, Heyward

This & the first time sinee the 95" Quadrennial General Conference im Cincinnat, This that |
hawve not attended more than one day as an 'observer or an alternate delegate tothe Quadrennial
General Conference, The firstthing that made an impression an me was the super large audite
rium in the Conyvention Center where the Sunday worship servce was held. Second was  the
colorfulness ofthe clerical robes wom by the bshops and other elergy. Aviitto the conference
avays seems to provide me with an appreciation for the organization and eperation of the Afii
can Methodiet Episcopal D enomination. Itis ke going badk to the well far more water te survive.
| believe thatif it 5. at all possikle, every member of our denomination should try to attend at least
one Cuadrennial General Convention during their life time, Owur trip to Mashwille on the bus was
veryenjoyable & it provided an apportunity tofelleys hip with fellow SaintJobhn members.

iWrs. Masola Peoples

This was my firsttime attending the General Conference and | mustzay it was an awesome feek
ing to beinthe presence ofall the men and women of the Cloth representing "The Lerd"”. | woke
up that morning s o exated because |was going to Nashwille to hear the First Lady of The United
States speak. When she walked on stage to the podium, | gt chill bumps all aver because this
was the woman representing these United States of America and the best part was she locked
ke me. Te me ths was a opce in a lifetime experience onethat | will prebably never experience
again and ane forthe history books.

The message she brought was something thatwe needed to hear, Firstand foremost she taked
about the history of the AME G hurch and how it came about and then she went on totak about
howe far we've come standing enthe backs of people ke William H. 2 ouncil, Martin L King and
others that were out there fighting for the Rights of Bladk People. Fighting for the right to "Wote”,
spmething that some of us taoe for granted and still some of us do not even bother te get out an
vote, She stressed the importance of veting so that Congress hears owr veice. She ako taked
ghout children and ohesity, She said that=zorme children aren't eating he althy because in some
cases there & 3@ shortage of grocery stores in certain neighborheods and that they were wolking
on partnering with WakMart and other stores to build in these neighborhoods s o'that our parents
can s hop and buy healthy food for ourkids, She said we should shop our local Farmers hMarket,

Then there was the Hely Communion Service an Sunday where Bishop Carolyn Tyler Guidry
brought the mess age with a sermon entitled "l will Exatt God', The scripture was fromJdohn 12;
20-32. Finally was the Daily. Report. Ifyou did not get the opportunity ta pick up ane, you mesed
atreat. Theywere infarmative and HILARIOUS.

Chrigtine Mz llian

lwas ameng a group comprised of 5t John members and friends who traveled to Mashwille, Ten-
nessee, during the AME Church General Conference in June. The highlight of our trip was o
hear Mrs. Michelle Obama, the First Lady of the United States, give the keynote address of the
Conference. hMrs. Obama was very articulate, poised, and knowledgeable about the hietory of
the AME Churegh. She merged the ehurch histord with herrelevan, contemporary message ex-
ceplionally well, | was ableto tdie many pictures of her. At the conchsion of her message, she

ALl arnind o e 1)
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recewed thunderous rounds of applause, and then stepped onto the convention floar where she
shook hands with some of the attendees.

The Reverend Charles E. Glower

My attendance at the d8th Session ef the General Comference of the African Methodist Epecepal
Church was very irspiring. Sthough my wife and | have been AMEs for ever 17 years, this was
our first attendance at a General Cenference.  Previously, my miltary commitments and the
mere distance and locations of the General Conferences prevented us from attending. The gal
lantry and parade of posters and other exhibits by the candidates for various offices illustrated an
enormous semse of purpose which was fett by all who entered the convention hals. Bishap
Washtl Mclkenzie and Supervis or Stan Mckenzie and the wonderful folks ‘af the 13th EpEcopal
District left no stone unturned in heosting this historie gathering (first time a woman hosted the
General Conference along with the speaking of First Lady Michelle Obama at one of the evenis).

While all the services were truly thaught proveking and surmmons aur church to respond to the
secular and spirtual challenges facing the chureh and our communiies &t such a time as this,
thesermers rendered on Sunday (July 1, 20712 &t the Warship Service and Holy Cormmunion] by
Biehop Carolyn Tylelr Guidry, andthe Closing Comsecration Sermon by the Senior BEshop, Bish
ap John Richard Bryant, on Wednesday {July 4 2012} were the ones most memorable to me
persanally, Behop Guidnds textwas John 12, with a subject of "Exalting Christ in the Warld, The
Exalted Christ, Lok and Live". Her most memorable statements ineluded; "Jesus stated IF He
be lifted up, He will dras "ALL" men unto himself (the intelligent, the unschooled, the cultured,
and the crude), The G hrist of the Cross s our redeemer. Jesus was not the only one to die on
the cross (the two thieves were also on the cross) and we all will have our crosses to bear. In
our lifetimes, weshould do at least one deed exactly as Jesus would have, especially if you are
a preacher of the Gospel. We are to live a life ef Chrstso that others see HIM in . Wemay
be "By yoursel, but wou are never alane, unless you want itthat way. Chriet draws some, but
repek sthers, Where do you stand?

EBshop John R, Bryamt electrified attendees with his sermonic presentation, Hi text was Acts 3.
1-B with a subject of, "Does Jesus Still Wok™. Just the subject alone causedthose assembled
to gointe 3 frenzy of praise and glory. Bishop Bryant presented numerows memorable state
ments, &mong these included: The love Jesus has for us B unexplainable”, He loves us so
rmuch He "reduced" Hims elf so that we can "increase" IN Him. Jesus became "Werns- God' and
"Werg-Man', He came putting a drug store inthe hem of His garment. He came wak ing en wa-
ter and telling the wind and waves to shut up and Be 5till. He ate, slept, and waked like a man,
so He knows what we encounter and experience. God "CAN" and God "WILL do justwhat His
Wordsays Hewill do. His promizes to us are "vYead' and "Amen", which i the benediction far"IT
IS FINISHEDR", Does Jesus still wade™? Yes indeed, Jesus still waorks! How™?

1. Jesus woks through "His Name'".
2. Jesus works threugh "His Blood",
3. The"Word of Jesus" still works,

Pray- in the word. Heep preaching and praying in the Word wntil yveur change comes. God spe-
cialzes in doingthe impassible, Whenyou give "it", whatever "it" may be to Jesus, then He can
move and do that which enly He can do.When we "surmrender” to Jesus, HE WILL worl in "ALL"
things pertairing ta Godliness. Bishop Bryant and the 13th Episcopal Betrict's General Sonfer-
ence chair closed with that greatsermonic hymn of the ehurch, "Allto Jesus | Surrender.”

"Let The Church Say Amen"
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2012 Christian Education and Leadership Congress
BORN TOWORSHIP
A Lifestyle Mot an Event

By Larmaine Parharm, 5t John Christan Blucation Cirectar

St. John's delegation atthe Christian Education C ongress in Montgomery.

The Ninth Episcopal District G hristian Education and Leadership Congress weas held July 22 —
25,2012 atthe Renaissance Conference Center in Montgomery, Alabarma.

Thie yvears theme "Born to Waorship - A lifestyle Not an Event' kindled a fire in.the hears of all
participants.

In his message to the congress Behop Dave wrote, "We hope during these few days thatwe
spend together we will all rediscover our passion for warship...” Mwas very clear from day ane
that the people of the Minth Epecopal Ditrict have a passion for weship. AMEs across the
state of every age and gender, gathered ta share their faith through song, dance, prayer, poetry
and of cours e PRAISE

The opening worship service on Sunday, July 22nd was ignited by the spirt-filled voice of guest
artist, Shelia J. Fayson Jadison, who prepared worshippers for a non-stop Prase Fest. The
opening sermen was delivered by Behop Clement W, Fugh, the 1317 {newhk? elected Behaop
who & currently assigned o the 14" Episcopal District.  In his sermen entitled “There Are Mo
Children Here" Behop Fugh declared that children have been "over exposed”. BEverything &
done in front of them. He encouraged parents to allow their-children to see Jesus by bringing
them to Christ at an esarly age. Hi parting advice was "fs notwhere you live but how vou live.

And, the sun alvays comes up on a new day,”

The leaders planned Christian Education and Leadership wolkshops focused an strengthening
FE tanidmaanl e a7
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2012 Christian Education and Leadership Congress
BORN TOWORSHIP
A Lifestyle Mot an Event

By Larmaine Parharm, 5t John Christan Blucation Cirectar
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the foundation of the African Methodist wors hip experience. The following sessions were attend
ed by the writer of this article,

Warship Suits My Case - Unpacling the Worship Services

This session was facilitated by Dr, Isaac Hudson, Pastar of Michek Chapel AME Church,
Phente City, AL. The lfurgy from the prelude:to the imvitation was discussed, 0. Hudson
emphasized the significance of each area of the warship service. He ako stressed that
worship does not hegin when ane get to church on Sunday; worship begire when ane
wakes up each morning.

His Temple Sngs

This session was faciltated by the Reverend Maurice Wright pastor of Bethel AME
Church Alexandria, Leusiana. The Reverend Wright s a former minister af music. He
explained the importance of selecting appropriate music for ‘the worship service, He
stressedthe need to keep the worship service relevant. Howewer, he also reminded par
teipants that every mament 5 nota handclapping, foot stomping moment and hymns still
hawve a place in the worship experience.

Warship and Modern Technolagy

The Reverend Roosewvel Willians faciltated this session. He encouraged paricipants ta
establish a 7 point plan for creative and innowvative worship, This includes estakliehing
goals and a plan for achieving them; determining the target audience, selecting mark &t
ing ook, estaklishing a niche, setting a time line and managing to. the budget.

The Gongress was blessed by the Reverend Doctor Frank M. Reld Il &t the noonday wors hip
service on Tuesday. His sermon was entitled "Something Within Me” Using as a text 2 Timothy
1:1-7, he challenged believers to stir up the gifts within. He explained that worship should be
transforming and result in a connection with God. And threugh that connection - through wors hip,
we get Character, Courage and Confid ence.

The Reverend Pedro Baisden, from Quinn Chapel, in Louivile, Kentudoy delivered the closing
serman, entitled “Wired to Warship”, The Reverend Basden indicated that people are wired to
worship and if persors know the Lord | they cannot help but serve Him.

Cther highlights included Morming Slory Waks, C emmunion at the river, the Bebutante and Mas-
ters Presentation and Awards ceremany, religious comedy, poetry, PRAISE and more PRAISE

Zt, John participated in large numbers, The church registered 22 padicipants and received
recognition from the Bishop for having the s econd largest atendance across the state.  Maore
importantly, members played significant roles in the success of the Congress. Pastor Patrick
Clayborn presented a wokshop to the ministers entitled " The Three Ps for Worship”. Mrs, Mary
Rankin had the awesome 1esporsibility of coordinating special activities for paricip ants ages 4-T
farthe duration of the Congress. (MMrs. Rankin, You Rodk!) M. Kaylon Andeérson and Ms. Mari
ah Gullatte minstered in dance and Brother Dennis Deloach ministered in song.  Wallace Par-
ham =erved as marshal for the Mame that Tune and Bible Beowl contests.

This year's Cangress was the best this writer has ever experience. The Christian Edusation De
partment tharks Rew. Sheri for her patience and excellent coordination skills,
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General Officer
to Preach Revival
at St. John

"Anticipating Breddothrough, Glory and YVietory

Revival will be held at 5t. John
an Wednesday, September 5
through Friday, September
T, at &30 pm nightly, The
guest revivalist will be Dr. Te-
resa L. Fry Brows the newly
Elected Historiographer
Direetor of Research & Schaol
arship, Editor of AME Rewvien.

Dr. Fry Brown earned the B .S,
and M5 degrees from Genrr
fral Misouri State University
and M.Civ. and Ph.D, degrees
frem lliff School of Theology
and University of Denver. She
& Professor ef Homeletics and
Director of Blads Church Stud
ez at Ernory Univers ity in At
lanta, Geargia. She & the first
African American waman ta
attain the rank of full prefessor
at Candler School of Theaolo

ay.

Cr,. Fry Browrs research interests include
homiletics, womaniem, womanist ethics, socio
-eultuial transformation, and African disspora
histary focusing on African American spiritual
values, The four bhooks published by Dr. Fry

Brown are Can A Sistah Get a Lite Help: Ad-
vice and Encouragemant for Black Women in
Minigiy. (Pilgrim Press, 2008), Defiverdng the
Sermon. Voloe, Body and Anmim Stion in Procla-
matiog. (Forress Press, 2008), Weay Thmats
2nd NMew Songs: Black Women Proclaim g
Fods Word, (Akingdon Press, 2003) and God
Dont fie Ugly' Afican Amencan Women
Handing oo spimual Vakeg, (Abingdan Press,
20004, In addition to four complete books, she
has wiritten arficles and chapters for over a
dozen maore, including Those Preaching Wom -
en, YWel 3 and The Abingdon Women's
Preaching Annual.

Plan now ta hear this mighty weman of God
and invite friends and family to attend the re
wival,

Pastor's Meditation

A R W e

God didn't just tell Meses to only stretch ot his
hand awer the sea. God alsotold him 1o divde the
s£3 with that outstretched hand! To divide — here in
the Hebrew — means to plow or bmow, Take the
power God has given you and stetch it ot ewver
wour Red Sea - owver the issie facing you, Start
plowing, Cultivate it. Cig around it hwestin it Rein-
wstinit,

Litirrately, the: Bed Sea is not your problem, |is
wour deliverance . tis the thing that will destroy vour
enemy, Tou just hawve to stretch sour power ower
wour Fed Sea; You must divide it. You hawe to ingd
the richesin it. When you do; something happens!!|

According te seholars, to stretch out yoeur hand in
Hebrew means that sou're ready. When he
stretehed out his hand, Woses essentially said, "I'm
ready!” Then God mowed. God sent a shong east
wind all night long . That wind divided the w aters and
gave the kraelites. dry grourd. | am sure many of
wou a@re aware that a number of scientists and shep-
tics doubt that this event ever happened. Abhout 13
vears aga, a gmup of scentigs figured out how 1o
explain the Red Sea event. They found thatthers is
a northeast wind (which is the same as the east
wind) in that region which is strong enough to push
the waters apart. Predictably, the scence communi-
ty was going back and foith ower this issie. Yet, all
were certain that there was a wind that could do this!

I the Hebrew, wind (ruach) means spirt. The free
that pushed the waters apart is the beath that Goc
puts in us! The Spint of God pushed those waters
apart!!! When we do what God says do, when we
kriow thal God is for us, when we move forward,
when we become who God calls us to be, God
zends the Spint to make a way where there is.na
way! God =ends the anoiming to destroy the wohe!
God zendsthe Holy Ghostto blaze atrail!

The Spirt has a way of dearing a path ©r us! When
Jezus fnished his work an the cross, He needed a
path to the resurrection. He said, "Father, into. your
hands | commit my spirt” Three days later, God
raized Him frarrthe dead, and Jesis got up with all
power in his hands! When you face your Fed Sea,
the Spirt will come inand gikve you the ability to
cross awer an dry ground,

When we gowhere God sends us and do what God
cammands, there will be a Red Sea waiting for us.
Do not pamic. st Bce your Bed Sea knowing that
God is for vou, owve forward doing what God called
vou ta do, The Lord will send the Holy Spirit to em-
power you and give you victory!
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CEC Was an Experience

by hdanah Gullate

Born to worship:
A lfastyie not-an evert.

This was more than a theme; it was an experk
gnce. Worship, te me, mears to praise, semwve,
and obey Him with all that He has given you.

Cin Sunday we armved in Montgomeny to start
pul amazing week, As soon &5 we took our
seats in the Impact Center, | began to feel the
Spirt - move thewgh the audiforiom and people
hegan to warship God,

The next day was packed full of informational
wiotkshops. The fist was fitled "His Temple
Dances". Presented by M. Ira Cummings,
shespoke aboutwby we dance, who we dance
far, and who dances, We dance because God
gave s the body, so we glorify Him by wsing
our body towaorship Him. Bvervone, including
men, dances and praises the Lord, Following
the first workshop was the most important in
imy book, "His Temple in Prayer” presented by
the Rewerend Jessica Durr. We learned that
prayer & mandatory, Why'? Because it & how
wee communicate with God, ask for forgiveness
and hawve a relationship with God. Last but not
least, to abvays pray first before amything and
everything you do. To wrap up workshops for
the day, was "He Temple Sings". The Rever-
end Wright explained that we should all use
our veices to praise the Lord, even though our
God given talent may not be through song,

In Tuesday, the Reverend Doctor Frank Reid
Il preached on "Flattery and Flatters™ and how
they are outto de evil in the wiorld, But he ako
zaid that there has to be something in you that
makes a difference and that your faith has to
be authentic and eriginal to avoid this “flattery
and flatter.” And  we didr't get amything out of
his message, he saidto us to STIR LUP OUR
FAITH: Character, Courage, Courageous, Con
fident, and Cultured.

I enjoyed the warship filled week and learned,
expertienced, and abserved Wership!

Texting Teen News
July 2k12

Wiritten by: hiariah Gullatte

My phone has been blowing up with hot newes
from the young peeps! Iol{Laugh Qut Loud)

The ¥PD had a day of fellowship at Alabama &
& W's Wellness Center. We enjoyved bowling,
swimming, playing video games, and the most
impartant thing ... eating! Thanks to D, Darrel
Ezell for sponsaring and supporting this event!
Wie love youl

The following text was from CEC (Christian Eduw
cation Congress) -A Week of Woaorship: & life
style not an Evert! (read my CEC articleT

Ta all ef our new peeps of youth. welcorme.
This & an article just for you! [fthere & anything
you would ke to add, just holla! We are all apart
of one big fam andwe are glad you chose to be
a part of ours!

To all of our friends going offto college, we wish
vou the best and will akvays be here for you!
And of course | cannot forget about us young
ones still here! Lol | pray that we all do our best
in and out of schoal and also work hard for the

grades | know we all can achievel
That wraps up our texts for thise month...!

Mews text this month is...
Luke 525
"Far whosoevershall be-asharmed of me and of
my words, of him shall the Son of Man be
ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory,
and in his father's, and ofthe holy angels.”

Ll Ta TN
Jok g of the Month

Atending a weddmg for the
first tme, a Lttle g1l whispered
to her mother, "Wy is Fhe bride dressedin
white?"  The mother 1ephed "Becmuse
wii e is the color of happine sz, and today is
the hapmed day of her Hife.”

The cluld thought about Hus for a moment,
then said “Se why is e groom wearing
black?”

=2 Joy
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St. John Celebrates Men's Day with
St. Peter United Methodist Church

By Rewerend Yanessa Glowi

St Johnr's WMale Chorus and the Reverend Charles Glover werethe special guests for the Annual
Men's Day afternoon service at 3t Peter United Methodist Church inMadison, The service was held
at 400 pm oen July 22, 202, The Men's Day theme was "A righteous man undestands and delvers
wis dom to the unrighteous man” withs cripture from Proverbs 12:8, "4 man will be commended ac-
cording to his wisdom, but:he who is of a perverse heart will be despised” The Reverend D anny
Jefferson is the pastor of St Peter and Mr, Stan Gordon is the president of the Men's Group.

Fallewing a full day of warship at 3. Jehn, one delegation of members departed the churchforthe
Minth District Christian Education Gongress in Mortgomery while St. John's Male Chane, called by
Reverend Charles—The Mighty en of Valar, and sther members of the church family attended the
Men's Day service at 5t Peters, The Male Chorus, directed by Mr. B ufus Gilmore, sang songs with
anpinted voices that reflected their approach in minstering to Goads people. They were the back-
bhone of the service as they rendered selections that included "I've bheen Singing Hallelujah Al 0 &y
"Ifs Good to Knoa Him,” " 1'Want to Be Worhy", "Jesus Christ k the Way," "You GCan't Beat Gods
Giving," and"| Dentwant ne Troukle atthe River”

The Reverend Charles Glovers ser-
man and text were based onthe Men's
Cay theme. The sermon was  entitled
"“Wisdom for Today" and the text was
Proverbs. 12:8. Reverend Glover read
the King James YWersion, but much sm-
phast was placed on the Living Bikle
translation; which reads, "Bseryone
admires a man with "good serse” but a
man with a warped mind &5 despised.”
Feverend Glovers sermen echoed
clearkd, "Men today know that to be
successtul reguires some degree of a
struggle, but if the tuth be fold success
& ank . given at the end of a great
struggle.” He continued to explain the
sueccess that God gwes to men wha
diligenthy persevere, fighting the absts
cles and challenges that blodk men's
way, The men of 5t Peter UMC and
the parishioners and the men ef St
John AME listened attenthrely to the
sermon a5 Rewerend @lover shared
~ practical and scriptural nuggets that will
help all to. "survive” life's challenges. In summation, he said that all wedom & the ability o make
right choices at the right time, whether one seeks wisdom from above which is pure, peace-loving,
and considerate—Dblessing others first or the wisdom from below which B zeff-centered and has
seffish desires. Wikdom has benefik; wisdom protects and pralongs life and brings prosperity. Final
ke, he admonkEhed allto be careful where they look forwisdom; The BIBLE & the BEST SOURCE. K
wee look forwisdom in ether sources, itwill be "hit and miss," 50 be wiEe in wisdom, the choice to be
GODLY.

Folloewing the sermon and remarks from the Men's Day chairman, refreshments were served in the
church's fellaws Rip hall,
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“God's
Contradiction”

St. John Celebrates 133rd Homecoming
with Hopewell AMEC

By Fewverend Chares Glowr

Pastar Glayborn and the Saint John Ghurch Family jaurneyed to Florence, Alabama to join in the
133" Homecoming Gelebration of Hopewell AME Church, where the Reverend Vicki Maybemny i
the Pastor, The Reverend Mayberry i a daughter af the pulpit of St. John and her mether and fa
ther are stil members. The fip to the rural area of Florence for Saimt- John tavelers was guite a
difference from the surmounding of the city limits ef Huntsville. Congregants experienced tranguility

at it best and the scenic countryside eradicated our minds from the busy-ness of normal Sunday
ritualks.

Upon entry ontothie grounds of Hopewell, members were immediately greeted with warm hospitale
ty from Pastar Maybermry and members assembled far this grand oecasion. A5 the Saint John Mass
Chair meved Inte placeto begin theservice, one couldserse thatthis was a special occasionto be
rermembered. Rewverend Sandra Cole, Associate Minkster, Hopewell AME C hurch, gave the wel
come and eceasion, She very elogquently welcomed everyone and provided a brief and irspiring
historical perspective for this 133" celebratiin, She summarized Hopewells many accomplish-
ments overthe past century by stating, "W e've come this far by faith, leaning on the Lard. Trusting
in He Hok Ward, He has never failed us yet”. This faithfultestimomy reinforced the biblical princ
ple that "the will of God will newver take you where the Grace of God will not make provision(s) and
protect yvou."

After selectiors from the Mass Choir, Pastoir Maybeny introduced the preacher. The text was
Luke2338- 43, The subjectwas "Gods Contradiction”. Pastor Clayborn elaborated on numerous
examples in culture where contadictiors are commonplace, The uncetdainty of life as exemplified
inthe recent Colorads inciden, the Trayvwon Martin case, the ever increasing variance between the
"haves and the have-nots”. The seemingl wictorious life those sutside the church are experiencing
versus the seemingly complicated and burdersome life Christians are experiencing. & C hristians,
vie must meove beyond having fath in God and learn to tust Him and His Ward., This brilliant and
thaught provoking message renvinded hearers of the words spokenin Psalms 37, "Fret not thyself
because of evildoers, neither bethou envious agairnst the wokeers of iniquity. Trust in the Lard and
do good, soshall thou dwell in the land, and thoushall be fed. A little that a righte ous man has &
betterthan the riches of many widied, The Lord knows the days of the upright and their inheritance
zshall beforewer’”. Pastor Claybom, inhis continued example of spirted excellence, left the congre
gation with these main thoughts:

A, Hawe contradictory fath. Have trust and faith in God "in spite of’ what tzeems or looks
ke inyour life. Dur physical eyes and innate emotional side cannotlead us into the s pirtu
al revelations of God. We have been influenced and often pallited with cares of the world
which limits aur eeming into 3 complete union with God, Atransformation must oceur,

B. When we recognize God's character, it touches our hearts, When God touches us, a
change, 8 metamarphosis taies place, not just externally, but ak e internally, When we
pray, when we give, iwhenwe worship, when we bless His name, He touches us,

C. SBeek God's heart bfore His Hand. We were reminded of the tendency of most believers
o seek God for what he can doversus seeking Him forwho He E.  Matthew 3:33 reminds
s to "seek ye firstthe Kingdom ef God, and Hie righte ousness, and all these things shallbe
added untao yaou,

A deliciows meal was served afterthe service andthe fellows hip was great. It s alvays a blessing
wehen brothers and sisters dwell together in unity, Praise God for this opportunity o woship togeth
er in His name.
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Church School Workshop and Promotion Day

By Willie J Sanditer

What bepan a5 3 bold idea to help the Church School teachers be more
effective, to help students to get the most out of Chureh School, to pre-
mote students wha have gualified to move to'the next class level, and to
promote eur Church Sehool came to frution an Juby 13-15, 2012

The weekend began with wotkshops conducted by the Reverend Doctor
Mancy Lynne Westfield, Associate Professor of Religiouws Education at
Drew Theological Seminary in Madison, Mew Jersey, on Friday evening:
D, Westfield began by asking us guestions that required us to assess
the strengths of our current Sunday School, Teaches asseszed that we
have a dedicated staff, student attendance i high! corsistent in the adult
classes, and the leaders hip & empowered toteach, Thenwere asked to
reflect on our best teaching or learning experience when we were the
: : leamers. By doing this wewere able to identfy what “good teaching &."
Or, Westield leads discussion during workshop. | o)) teachers were then asked to fist three things about teaching that that

wie pemonally da well. Thie was to encourage the teacher te remember
that no matter hew much growth is needed, you are already doing some things well.

Teachers inwere then given an oppartunity to dialogue about how they can be more effective teach
ers. Instructiors were given on employing different styles of teaching and the we of methods that
involee all of our semses. Teachers were encouraged to become more experiential, and reminded
that the more rich the experience the more students will grasp the concept teachers teach, Teach-
ers were ako encouraged to wse children's methods for teaching adulls. \We were encouraged to go
on field rips, waks, use movies, musiz, and role playing to provide the richest experience in the
classroom to help students engage maore fully and remember the lessontaught.

Saturday merming there was another class for the teachers wha wanted to become more effective
and Saturday aftermoon for the students whe wanted o find ways to get the most fram church
schoaol

The following students were promoted to the next class level and atendance recognition given dur-
ing the 10:50 a.m. Sunday morning service on Sunday, July 15",

Eddie W hite head o the Intermediate Class Michael Clak — Aftendance Becognition
Michael Clak tothe Intermediate Class Fatrick Clayborn |l — Attendance Recognition
MNina Jehnson to the Young Adult Class Wallace Parham — &ttendance Recognition

Ashleyv-Ann Lewis to the Young Adult Class Antheny Harbin — Atendance B ecognition
Jessica Harkin — Aftendance Recognition
Ashley-Ann Lewis — Aftendance Recognition

There were sty benefits given at each service by Sister Lillie Rivers for one to attend churchschool:

1. Attending church school & where ore starts to build 3 strong foundation for ereself and one's

family knowledge of God and his ward.

To study God's word 5 @ command,

Itwillkeep one's relatonship with God in tune,

In ghurch school each one teaches one, Whenwe come together & a class, the variety of ques-

tions, comments, and observation of each person enlighters the thoughts of others.

. Dpeis encouragedto be a participant and not a spectator,

. Whenwe come together to study Gods word, His presence is there. God & with us as we equip
oursehliesto go out andshare the good newe of Jeswus Christ.

RN

Theweskend concluded with a message on teaching from the Reverend Doctor Mancy Lynne West-
field at the 10:50 a.m, service. The sermon was entiled, Respect Yowsed and the scriptural texd
was taken from Mars 12:30-31.
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.. the k ey connect
ingwerd that came
to my mind was
e courageniant

"Mare things are
wrought by prayer
than this world
dreams of."

Tips for Parents and
College Students

By The Reverend Homer L. MeGall, D .Win,

Mo matter whatthe era or season of our lives,
the message that many of you and | received
remains the same. When | was asked 1o give
a few brief notes to parents eof college stu
dents, the key connecting word that came to
my mind was encouragement, ThE encou-
agement came from many places and signife
cant people: our parent, church, community,
friends, hooks, ete, We allshould pass this gift
of encouragement on to others. Encourage
the college students, all of them to continue to
bethe best that God wants them to bein mind,
body and s mirit.

Early in life, before entering Morehowse Colb
lege in 1867, | was encodraged by my own
parents, O, and Mrs. Marin Luther King Jr,
our neighbors and friends an South Jacks on
Street 'in Montgomery, as well as ather sup
portive members at church, scheel, and
throughout ow community, to develop and
keep good study habits, They alko challenged
us to do our very best at all times and "Don't
forget ta pray” These are the same important
life lessoms noa Being passed on to our youth
by memhbers of 5t John AME Hurtswville

Arent you glad to have been encouraged by
rmany  Spirit-filled, intellectually sensitive per-
soms Wwho were not afraid to let-their litde light
shine! Aren't we blessed to have heen influ
enced by people who were faithfully obedisnt
to Scripturel It E new our duby to pass the
tarch on.

Finalk', a wonderful summary of the Thanty
Five Legsons for Life is given by Marian Wright
Edelman, graduate of Spelman College and
Yale Law School and Founder of The Chit
diens Defense Fund. She gives a profound
and irspirational statement of encouragement
by explaining the abowe lessars in her hook,
The Measzwe of our Success: A Lederto My
Children and Yowrs.

Tenmysanwas right: "More things. are wraught
by prayer than this world dreams of” There
fore, let us encourage eur youth throughout

P T e e e 2l

AMEN Staff Celebrates
16th Anniversary

The members of the AMEMNewsletter celebrated
their 16th Anniversanswith @ luncheon meeting
on Saturday, August 12th. The AMEN's first
edition was printed in July 18858. The newsletter
has evelved from eight (B} pages toan average
of 20 to 24 pages and & now in color. The cir-
culation exceeds 300 and the nemsletter &

mailed to all members as well a= persons
throughout the Mimth DiEtrict and across the
cannectiomn.

The staff appreclates the support of members
and readers, and all wwho have contributed arte

cles mver the y=ars.

Electronic AMEN

The AMENewsletter & available in electonic
farrm. W wou prefer to receive an elechonic
gopy of the newsletter, please notify the
church at=tjo hnamehi@aol com.

AAMU DAY

Sunday, August 25 at
10:50 AM

The members of the
Alabama AS%M Univer
sity  (A&MU)  athletic
) department will worship
at St. John an Sunday, August 28, at 10:50
am. The will include staff and all athletes,
Flease be present to greet the guests from
AAMLU,

Flowers on the
Aliar

Members wha would
ke to donate flowers
far the altar starting
September 2, 2012
through August 31,
213 may eontact
Pearlean Myhand at
256,852 2265,
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Parent Wisdom

By Reierend Yanessa Glowver

Back to School—Back to Discipline

What a coineide nce that back to school and learning tie tagether. Proverbe 12:1a reads; Whos oever
lowes diecipling loves Hrowledge. In ather words, to leam vou must love di cipling; it provides a
framewark to learn, Getting back into the school mindset takes effort because over the summer fame
ilies generally lose the regiment of preparing, erganizing, andscheduling. Badk to school brings new
beginnings, new people, mew situations, transitions, and others circumstances; the point & not to

heat parents up over t—»hbut to mowve forward and get back to discipline,
This & an excerpt from an aricle wiitten by hs . Barbara Johnson (20020, 2. John AMENewsleter,

Research on parental involvement indicates thatwhen parents are involved, student achieve-
ment increases and improves. Studies have found that students with imvohied parents, no
matter weh at their income or background, are mare |kely to—

#Earn high grades andtestscores, and enrall in higher-level programs

#Pass their classes, earn credis, and be promoted;

#Aftend =choal regularly; and

#Graduate and go on to postsecondary education.
This: & what every parent wants fortheir children, but it does not just happen. Stident do

Sit.

*

not just enter kindergarten and graduate 12 years later as engineers, teachers, lasyers, min-
isters or promiging medical students. Paremts, guardians or other significarmt mentors are in
the background inspiring and encouraging students 1o take the hard eouses (AP courses),
Honors courses, do the difficult work and prepare themsehies for the rigors of collegef
univers ity study.

Authors, Therrstorm and Themstorm, in their book "Wo Excuses, Gosing the Racial Leaming
Tap,” have completed extersive research in how the achievement gap between African-
American students and white students 5 growing wider each year. Whenso much emphasis
= being placed on math and science skilk, African- American students are electing not to &2
rall in‘the more rigorous math classes, instead opting for easy classes to keep their GP& up.

Their findings are alarming and shauld call all parermts and educators to action. “In science
and math, a mere 3 percent of black studerts were able to display morethan a "partial mas-
tery” of the "knowledge and skilk that are fundamental for proficientwok” &t the twelfth-grade
level, in contrast to seven to ten times a5 many whites and Asians” ThiE means that, in the
future, we will have fewer and fewer African-American engineers and accountants,

John members who have experience & educators and adminstatos have provided this |ist of

Tipsfor Paents:

Befare School Begins

O With Huntswille City Schook meving te the 1to 1 Initiative this year where all students

will be equipped with 3 technological device, parents should alko learn a much as they
can about computer [ter acy,

When tramsitioning ar moving to.a new school, lessen the stress by taking the child on

several tours of the school and neighborhood before the beginning of s chool, Meet his/
her future teachers.

Bis cuss how the child will get to and from schoal. [f the child & waking, wak the route
together beforehand, Make arrangements for the child to wal with older children inthe
neighbiorhood. Ifthe child will ride a bus, go over the procedures for wsing the bus. If

4. rvribiraeerd v e o R
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Parent Wisdom

By Reverend Wanessa Glow!
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carpooling, explain the importance of being ready ontime.

+ At Home

¢ Re-establish regular homewak hours, meal tirmes, and bedtime. Children need
a good nights sleep to pedoarmwellin class.

¢ Provide a quiet area for at- home study with-good lighting, adequate school
supplies, aflatwriting swface, and a comfortable straight-badk ed chair.

¢ HKeep hackpacks and lungh In the same placefspot,

¢  Makesure needed supplies are awvailable.

Modify schedules forschool dates if possible.

Try to maintain a normal, routing atmosphere at home the first few days of school

Making the first day too s pecial may cause the child to be nervels or anxious,

zive children free playtime at home. The schoal envitenment & struchired and chilk

dren need some free time,

Plan the day so that there & time to spend with the child. After-school and bedtime

chats give children great opportunitiies to tak aboutthemsebves and their experiences

atschoaol

# Parental Involwe ment

Get imvohved with the child's school activities. Thi includes academic and extracurric
ular activities, Partnering with teachers will have great dividends. Yolunteer in the
classraom arin theschoolwhenever available:

Try to attend at least one PTA meeting ths vear and let the child know their parent
supports therm 100%,

Feep good-byes warm butfirm, Do not go inte the classroomwith a teary-eved child,
Allowe the teacherto take aver, The childs tears will usually end as soon as the parent
disappears.

MNatify the teacher of amy concemns or guestiors you have regarding their learning ar
tre atment insehool,

Newver take sides against the teacher without taking to him or her. Remember that
there are two sides to every storyl Children will generally tell the one that favars him
{her}.

Ermsure your child B atschool, ontime, every day possible. Arrange for vacatons, trips,
et;. during days offschool.

+ Encouragement

Focus anthe child's strengths. Encourage the child daily; be calm and positive

Hawve a motta; for example "0 o your best and God will dothe rest”

Feward achisvement and perfarmance with 35 gt cards/, stude mz love #!

Praise a child for his or her accomplehments in schosl. Avoid comparing this child's
sghool performance with that of siblings or friends

Daily encourage children to listen earefully, ask questions about amy unclear mater
al, and towrite down all assignments, notjust the homewok assignments.

Azk this one guestionto your child every day, "How was your day at school? This
ane question lets wour student k now that yau care about ther education and gives an
opportunity to tak with yeur studenrt about hisfher education daily.

Thank God every moming when you get up. Always make your child or children feel
special and loved.

Remember to spea a blessing ever your child before hefshe heads out each maming,
dllowing themto experience Gods promises, protection, and provision for the day!!

AL vl cF g )
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Parent Wisdom

By Fewerend vanessa Glover

FLamM el Med el

¢ Be a positive role medelin your child's eyes whe showes interest in reading and learmn-

ing new things. R ead with your ehildren regularky. Encourage them 1o read.
+ Guidance
2 Listen to the ghild and give practical adult assistanee. Shoew daily interest, When

faced with frustrations and failures, give godly wisdom. Communicate, communicate,
and eommunicate,
Set approprate goak and help to get organized.

2 Letyoung children setie any quarnek of difficultizs that may arise with school friends.
Try not to intefere, unless necessary,

& Express a positive attitude toward education, sothat children will wart to learn, If they
have had successful experiences at heme, children will look fonward to learning experk
ences atschool

2 I older childichildren have cell phoanes, have a time to turn the phone off, Take them
awiay from the child'children and putthem in a secure place where the child'children
cannot getthe phone. Make sure this s discussed and the time 5 agreed.

2 Monitor the television and radio stations that play a rale part in shaping childrer's
winrld. Listen to the groups and ask, "What are the lrics saying™' Do they glorify vio-
lence? Demean wamen? While you may hate the idea of being an old-fashioned par-
ent itis important for you tokeep yvour finger on the values being pumped into them.

¢ Dicuss safety ssues openly. Help make sure there-are notbarriers to learning.

% Spend time with children as homewok  studying 5 done.  Let them know parents
care ahout academic understanding and achievement.

% Priditze schoolwork, extra-cunicula activities, scheduling, conferences, and routines.
Hawve: a “cut-off’ time fiom socialization via media, TV, radio, phene, Internet, or other
devices.

* fthletics and competing incontact sports

¢  Chidrenshould besupernvised during sports activities.

¢ Concussiorns are common but very serious concerns and injuries when plaving foothall
and etfer contact sports. Know the symptoms, wamning signs and be avare that all
CORCUSSion is Serious.

% Be careful of heat related illness such as dehydiation, heat-cramps, heat exhaiustion,
heat=ztrokes, hypernatre mia (water Intoxication), and sunburn-heat rash,

& Diet & veryimportant when competing. Certain foods are contributing factors to variows
athiletic health problems and conditiors. Drink plenty of water or sports drinks and not
pops arsoft drinks.

9 Treatall nedk injuries very serioushy; get medical help

& et plenty of rest,

* Advicetor parents of college and universities students

& Make plars for communication with the student. Talk to them at |least ance a week,
surely within two weeks.

& Gowith the studernt for the initial enrollment and class scheduling events.

O Diecourage motar vehicles during the first year and encourage students to live in the
dormitory and satin the cafeteria,

o

The fallowing 5t. John educators and adminietrators contributed to this article: s, Jdill Bunwell, hr.
Eddie Sherrod, Mrs. Carabn Russ, Ms. Alice Hereford, Mis. Rose Bell, Mrs, Charlsie Brooks, Wis.
Willie Hewward, Mrs: Christine Melillan, Mrs: Rosa Waker, Ms. Mattie Ezell, Ms. Barbara John-
son, Ms. Rosetta Williams, Reverend Wanessa Glover, Dr. Lee Willams, and Dr, Arthur Waker.
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2012

The Church School reviews were written by
Willie Sandifer.

September 2, 2012

Lesson Title: Readfast Daterminaion
Lesson Scripture:; Hebrews 10:12-31

Print: H ebrewes 10:18-31

Devotional Sengs: #5200, #2571 ], and #2432 []
Hey Verse: "Letus -hold fast the profession of
our faith withowut wawvering: (for he is faithful
that promied;)’ (Hebrews 1023

This lessaon is the first of five in this fal's unit
where we study aboutwhat'it means to have a
living faith. This unit shows us how to do this
imaur daily lives. The lesson takes us into a
study of the book of Hebrews, where we ex-
plare the concept of a living faith. The fist vital
step s learming how tortrust God with unfailing
determination, eveniwhen it seems that every
thing i= agaimst us. We learn in partiocular
abouttrusting God without wavering.

Hebrews 10:18-31 can be summarzed with
three commands that will help us. understand
what a determined faith laoks lke: In the first
cammand, enter Gods presence with bold
ness, bBelievers in the Old Testament were
restricted from entering Fod's presence. Only
the high priest couldl enter Gods presence in
the tabernacle or temple, and this happened
only once ayear. When Jesus Christ died on
the gross, the weil in the Jerusalem temple —
which symbolized the barrier between God
and His people — was fomm from top to bottam,
The way to God was totally open.

Inthe secand command, draw near in faith,
boldness & notall that & needed o dray neal
to. God, Whaoleheatedness B ako reqguired
The passage refers to this as "full assurance”
Wholehearted reliance an Chrst gives us the
boldness and determinationte approach God

The third cemmand, do not defect from the
faith, uses an Old Testament warning against
deliberately rejecting God's message. The
auther of Hehrewws encouraged his readers to
maintain their attendance atthe church gath
Brings.

September 5, 2042

Lessaon Title: Steadfast Corfidence

Lesson Seripture: Hebrews 11:1-7; Psalm 48:1-
11

Frint Hebrews 111-3,8; Psalm 46:1-3, 8 11
Devetional Songs: #1 [, #272[]; and #243]

Key “erse: "Man faith & the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen’ (Hebrews 11:1),

Steadfast confidence brings the fulfillment of our
expectations only when it & placed in a worthy
object. Misplaced frust is just a fatal as no trust
at all. This lessan brings putling surselves in Hi
hands and entrusting our whole life and destimy
to Him together. Hebrews 11 examines what
faith i, while P=zalm 48 looks at the kinds of
wolks God had done to show that He & worthy
of aur trust. It by faith that we seethe amwers
to our prayers materialze becausewe believein
a GZodwhois akways woking onour behalf.

Confident faith in God 15 not based on assump
tions. tis hased on a cetainty thatis badoed by
all the evidence in the world. The elders of old
staeed everything on God, and histary has prow-
en them right.

Confident faith in God & broader than just be-
liewingthat-He exigts. & our believing that God
really cares about us. It aur believing that God
wiill resward us for doing what He commands. It
our believing that God abvays has aur best inter
ests at heart.

Confident faith in God will result in seeing Him
as our "refuge and strength.” Using imagery of
his times, the psalmist expressed his confidence
in God as his source of protection from all his
enermies, While we may experience times of
great rouble, we cantrust God a5 our source of
help insuch times.

Canfident faith in God will result in inner peace.
Irstead of having to fight all our battles on oul
awn, faith tusts God o fight our battles for us.
While the reference in ths psalm & to plysical
enemies, the application can easily be made to
any inner struggles we might have, Believing
that God can handle any of our battles will give
us great confidence to handle anything that life
throws atus,
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2012
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September 16,2012

Lesson Title! Steadfast Fartitude

Lessan Seripture: Hebrews 12:1-11

Frint: Same

Tentative Devotional Sengs: #375[; #2528 [1;
and #2543 ]

Hey Yerse: "lLetus runwith patience the race
that is set before us, |ooking unte Jesus the
author and finisher of our fath" { Hebrews 121

-7,

This lesson & abowt the nesd for fortdude in
our dark times of extreme adversity. Foritude
does not come easy for many of us, butit s a
core ingredient of a vibrantfaith.

In aworld where we are used to getting things
imstantaneoisly, patience does not come eash
Iy, Patience te aches us towait forthose things
that really matter and to give up aur tendency
to. want immediate gratification. Jesus' sxam-
ple itself teaches us the need for patience and
helps us see what 5 tuly important in our
journey of faith.

The fertitude required in the race of faith taes
the strength of every fiker af eur being. H
streteches us tothe mazimum, Only these who
endure can reap the benefits of such training
and - godly discipline. Holding on when God
disciplines v fakes steadfast fortitude and
faith. God & faithful and never leaves s dur
ing our times of His extreme discipline. We
are Hs children. And & our Heawvenly Father,
He loves u enough to decipline us.

September 23,2012

Lesson Title: Steadfast Thanlks

Lesson Sorpture; Hebrews 12:14-20

Print: H ebrews 12:18-29

Tentative Devotional Songs: &350 [; Alleluia
[: and #2243 []

Hey “erse: "Wherefore we are recewing a
kingdam which cannot be moved, &t us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptalby
with reverence and godly fear (Hebrews
12:28),

This lesson explores how we can use an att
tude of gratitude to open the door to a living,
steadfast faith. We learn to be grateful, This

lezson discusses the relationship that gratitude
has to a life of faith, The bottom line & simple; a
persion offaith will he a person of gratitude.

Theresponse to what Jesus has done, by dying
and rising againta give life, must be one of grat
itude. In the Mew Testament, God shows His
grace through Jesus, sothe doerto the etemnal
5 now wide open for everyone who wants 1o
wial through and experience life etermnal

September 30, 2092

Lessaon Title: Steadfast Lowe

Lesson Scripture: Hebrewes 13:1-3; | Corinthians
13:1-13

Print Hebrews 13:1-G; | Corinthians 13:1-13
Tentative Devotional Songs: #4581 [|; 2345 [J; and
#2431

Hey Yerss: "And now these three remain; faith,
hope, and lowve, But the greatest of these B
lewe" (1 Carinthians 1.3:13)

This lesson counters the thought thal many
times it s easier totak about faith than toreally
put it into practice by describing how to serve
others in Christian love. It Investigates four as-
pects of love ta help us understand hew faith
can be putinte action:

The fist spect & the broadness of lowve in He-
brews 1.31-3. C hristian love & much bigger than
just lking these we find attractive. C hristian lowve
embrages everyone. t does not stop with those
wie know; it oreaches out te these we de not
knma,

The second aspect & the greatness of love in |
Corinthiars 13:1-3. The church at Corinth had
everything and vet struggled greatl. The Apos-
tle Paul prescribed love as the solution to their
many problems. He began his treatise on love
by descoribing is greatness. | a person were to
possess all the spiritual gifts that were possible
and yet did not have lowve for othes, hefshe
would be "nething’ Love i great becaudse it
causes one to reach outto athers.

The third aspect is the necessity of love in | Co-
rinthians 13:47, One & a "nobody” without love,
Love is newer optional among Christians. Cne
shoaould never elaim to have faith without being
demronstrated in love, Genuine lowve will averride
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ALL ARE WELLOME

Please suppart the expansion of the 5t John
Soup Kitchen which 5 open on the third and
fourth Tuesdays of each month.

The Soup Kitchen Minitry is tharkful for each
pemson that God has sent with a willing heart
toserve the community and all markind, They
appreciate those who made monetary dona-
tions &= well as these who provide the soup
and other foode tems.

Thank you wolunteers and supporters for you
labars inthis ministry,

Tips for Parents

A ewvtirnasd Mot ugpe 14

their educational process to be faithful and
abedignt to aur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Let & all pray without ceasing and love the
Lord our God with all aur heart, mind, soul and
strength and lowve our neighbor a owsekes:
The Mastertip to parents of college students is
to encourage our yauth to pray constantly and
treat others the way you wish to be treated,
stuty purposefully and give God Prailse and
Thanksgiving for the outcome

Church School Lesson

L enilasrc Jvan jange ¥
all other corsiderations .

Thefaurth & the etermmality of love in | Carinthi
ans 13:8-13. God & love: therefore, love will
last & long as God lasts, The Apostle Paul
went so far as to say that of the three key wvir-
tues of the Christian life, love, o “charity," i
the best. Love 5 @k ey component of Christian
fath. A peson can never make a credible
claim to be a Chrstian ifhefshe & not engaged
inserving others.

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: 18 August 2012
10:00 AWM. = 1950 AM.

Lip to No Good, Gavl Weber, 2009

Discussion Date 15 September 2012
10:00 AM. - 11 30 A M

Rally "‘Round Gresn, Judy Pace Christie, 2011

Green survived a tormade, but now the town
faces & new storm—one that threatens the
sgheok! : :

Az Green cortinues to recover from a homene
dous tornade, newlyweds Lok and Chrs just
veant to return to 3 normal fife in their home on:
R oute Tine.

But even more threak to Green loom on the
h:lrlznn. The !'I]:E-E of Loubiana announces
F|IEE ta close Green's schook, which will put
& hris aut afwak and end a Inng-rhn:lln'ntmd]
tion of community pride. Lok and Chris k now
the loss will crush the ﬂmmunl‘l? and harm

students forced to travel marethan an hour to
classes. Then there's that nsa hlﬂhﬂﬂ',' that's
Greeping even clasat.

But Green has another tradition; Rallying
around each other Newspaper owner Lok,
Fi.ﬂi?nr Eva, and college students unite t fight
the hureaucrats, with seme sumprsing—and
unexpected results. -
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POTPOURRI

Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins About St. John Members

dason Brovwn

Chatles

(e GEh

par  Gedlian

Altonette Burks =
Swvard frem

General &nn E

hMldrec Herefard 0 L e

This awward wias n
Ewvelyn Hildreth feeagntion of his

eptional  ser
Ada Houston vige as a Supervk

James Jamar Brangh, Uffice of the Deputy Chisf of Staff, L.

Material Gammand, from Jums 2090 to Februang 20712,
The Superar Shvilian Seny Svard = the third highesd
award and consists af & medal, lapel buton, and etation
certificate. ThE award B compatable to the military Meri:

Rew, Kennah Johnson

Darizs Ot 3w toriaus Senace Medal

Pray for our sick and shut-in. The Reverend Dharles Glover & the husband of the Rew
erend Vanessa Glover and they have twe () adultsons

Coangratulations Eeverend Glover

o PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY
e AT

sumcer o acwewse PrEy wWithout ceasing... .

Please continue to prayfor our miltary per-
sors who are deployed overseas a well as
thoze stationed within the United States.
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Si. John AME Church

: Mer prefi
229 Church Street U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntswille, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax Fermit No. 20

Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,ong

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkorm, Pastor

woh

Important Dates to Remember

August 18,2012 Sth District Visioning Meging, Hopewell, AME, Kingston
Youth Extravaganza, 530 pom., Clyde Fester Multipurpose REoam, A&MU
August 15,2042 Youth Day, 8:00 3. m. and 10:50 a.m.
August 29, 2012 S, John Lay Organization Mesting 530 p.m,
August 242012 Friday Mite Live 8:00—10:00 p.m.
August 25, 2012 SBHE Harvest Hame, Saddlers Chapel, Bessemer
August 26, 2092 AANU Day, 10550 a.m.

September &7, 2012 Revival, 630 pm nighty,
The Reverend Doctor Teresa Fry Broown |, Revivaist

That if you corfess with vour mouth, "Jesus & Lord " and belisve inyour heart
‘that God raked him fromthe dead, youwill be saved, Ramans 10:8

INDNJG
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Ve musipress
through ...

Allow this

seripture —
Psalm 102:8

— to motvate
our wote,

September 2012

Pastor’s Meditation

From Casting Lots to Casting Votes
Acts 1:15-206

VWE are inthe midst of electidn season. Both the Demecrats and Republicars have neminated
their respective choices for President and Wice-President of the United States. In the near fur
ture, wie will folleww the campaigning and the debating of the candidates .

Here, in our scripture, the dpostles had an election of sorfs. They sought to fill the vacaney
opened by Judas' death. The apostles nominated Joseph and Matthlas and selected one of
them to become the next apostle.

Let us note that the apostles were not intimidated by the Bsues of Judas. Certainly, the bet ayal
af Judas |eft a sourtaste in all of their mouths: "Heow could he have given Jesus ever to the el
gious hypocrites that wanted Jesus to die? Jesus loved him just as he loved all of s There
mkst have been a hest of hurt feelings, painful memories, uneasy emotions, and rabid anger
when bringing upthe name Judas. With this tortuous histary, one might think that the apostles
wiould have preferred to eliminate that pes an atogether and eperate with only eleven aposties.
Yet, they felt called to replace Judas. They felt called to go bevend that hurt and establish what
God wanted —tweble apostles — a recenstitution of the twelve tribes of Israel.

In this electon, a flood of Esues are trying to s uppress woling. Certain states hawe made: the
dhility to vote much more complex by requiring higher level jdentification {e.g. government is-
sued phota IR ar bith eerfificate) from potertial veters at the polls. Eertain campaigns attempt
to dissuade peaple from wvoting by intimating that - singe the American situation & so bleds —
their vote cannot make a difference.

Inthe same vein as the apostles, we must not be deterred by these tactics. We must press
through the hurt, the anger, the empty thetaric, the fear, and the uncerairty to cast our votes!
Yes, we may have to get a government ssued 1D, Yes, we may have to abtain our bith gertifi-
cate. Yes,we may have to jumpthrough other hoops in arder to vote,. Yes, all ef this & unfair
when the incidents of voter fraud are elose to mil, Howewver, we must do all that is in our power
to castour vote, Ourfuture depends on it

Please notice that when the: apostles justified their desire to replace Judas, they w=ed Psalm
1098 — "May his days be few, may another take hie place.” honically, this & the same scripture
portions of Tea Party use to campaign against our current President The apostles employed
this scripture to point out Judas' heineus act against Jeswe (after Judas & dead). Segment of
the Tea Party use the scripture © ineite hatred and violence against President Barae Obama
while he is alive! .k & alarming thatthis rhetoric coming fom the Tea Party reeks of racem,

Allawy this seripture — Psalm 1028 — to motivate ourvote. The apostles voted againstthe ldealks
they believed were upheld by Judas. We, too; should let the use of this seripture in our current
context motivate us to vote against the racism and violence that segments of the Tea Pary

oLl (e i 1




st. John A.M.E N sSeptember 2012 Fage 2

Let s use
all of thezse
devices to
find the can-
dicl ate that
hest meets
our needs in
this Upcom-
ing election.

Pastor’'s Meditation

& awairaidl Jroe el |

have dis played. Irétead of having this scripture scare us and keep us at home, let-the way the
seriphure has been dietarted fill us with a righteous indignation. Let thatrightesus indignation lead
s to vote for those whe appeal to hope instead of fear and to progress instead of suppression.

| amsure that mest of you see in the scripture (Acts 1:28) that the apostles castlots. Yes, casting
lots is much closer — &t least in farm — to gambling than te veting, Before wee write off the apos-
fles, let us look at the spiritual nature of casting lots. Froverbs 18:18 says, "Casting the lot puts
anendto disputes and decides between powerful contenders.” The drawing of strawves, stones, o
some other inanimate ohject was not a game of chance for these in antiquity, lain Chalmers
states, "Chance' B ernvisioned as theworking of some impartial power, which makes dice fallin a
specific way, oran edd or even number of pebbles jump out of a buffala ham, or a specific ind:
vidual dramy a cerain lot VWhether'it s used as a way of revealing divine will, or for ensuring fair-
ness, |lotter'y has abvays served as a definitive adjudic ating engine: it never fails to provide an urr
equivacal answer "’

Ultimately, the apastles wanted the selection of the twelfth apestle to be determined by some
poveer atherthan their ewn, Howewver, they contralled the pool frem which that pers on would be
selected. The aposties nominated two worthy candidates, and they prayed that God would lead
their decision making process. Then, they cast lels, They used their best resourees and their
hest understanding of God at thattime (over 2,000 years aga).

Vile, an the other hand, have internet, wenty-four hour news stations, newspapers, books and
journals on poliics , radio; and word of mouth te go along with our praving to God to inform owr
voting. Let us use all ofthese dewvices to find the candidate thatbest meets our needs inths up
corming election. Mo, wewil not cast lok as was doneinthe time of the apostles. But, we should
be lkethe aposties in daing our best to be led by God a we vote. Though the vote B not casting
a lot, thers iz a faint similarty. Our vote B an indirset wvote, When we vote (for our choice for
President), that vote selects a person fo bein the Electoral Cellege. That electar has the aption
to vote for any candidate. Usually, the elector will vote for the candidate to wham he or she has
pledged allegiance. Howewer, there are rare moments when an elector s unpledged or faithless!
Gertain people may allea this to scare them from the pols. On the contary, this shoauld make s
run to the polle. The more votes we place, the better chance that electors vote for their pledge.
For example, the more votes placed for President Obama, the better chance he has of winning
the Electoral College, There will be fewer chances for unpledged or faithless electors .

Just as the apostles prayed and casttheir lobs, we must pray and vote in the polls, Let us pray
for all'of our government officials, and let us wote our conscious. Let us wote for those persons
who can relate to our Bsues and out contexts. Let u& vote farthese who seek to empower the
poor a5 well a the weakhy, Let us vote for persons who have hearts for those with their backs
against the wall. Letus vote for those who are willing to help us and people with whom we do not
agree! Let us vote for these who are sedking 1o build communities eof love, hope, peace, justice,
and growth inthis country.

"hitp: e jamesiindlibrary. orgfess ays/casting_of lots/casting:html
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Annual A&M Athletic Day Was a Day of Worship,
Food and Fellowship

by The Pewverend Charles Glower

Zaint John African Methodist Epscopal Church, Hunkyille, Slabama, celebrated the annual Ala-
bama A& University Day an Sunday, August 28, 2012, atthe 10;50 a.m. service, The Rever-
end Sheri Clayborn and the minsterial staff opened the worship experience, admonishing those

assembled to give God our very best prais e with thanks gieing and testifying of Gods unceasing
lowe and mercy towards us.

Participation In the service by Alabama A&NM U ni
versity began with representatives fram the fresh
man and senior clases reading portions of the
Ol and Nes Testament, respectively, for the
® moming scriptures.  This was folleved by a very
soul stirring rendition by the SaintJohn Male Ghe
] rus, the Adglty Men of Valor, entitled, " The Blood
Still Works”, The Holy Spitit moved in quidthy and captured the hears of attendees as was evi

dent by the joyous and continuous overflow of singing, clapping of hands, and dancing unto God,
Yes, Oh Yes, the Bload Still Werlis! What a previess ofwhatwas yet to come!

Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr., President of Alabama ASM University, came fonuard to state the pur-
pose and oceasion forthe service onthis glorous day. He began his oratorical rendition by s ay-
ing that Pastor Clayharn, R everend Sheri, the Minsterial Staff Officers, Members of St. John
AME Chureh, and especially First Lady Akbiegail Hugine and he were delighted that everyone
was present Dr. Hugine reminded everyone that he and First Lady Hugine can think of no hetter

sy i phaie 4
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Annual A&M Athletic Day
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weay to begin the year thanto imvake the hlessings of the Almighty on everyone's aspirations and
goals for the year. President Hugine encouraged the large delegation of athletes and student
hody members that the Bible teaches "seek ye first the kingdom of heaven and His righteous-
ness, then all other things will be added urto you" {Matthew 833). Dr. Hugine provided at
tendees a historical perspective In stating that Dr. Council elearly understood the standard of put-
ting God first and he did not consider his wark complete until he founded,
not anby Alabama ASM University, to enrich the mind, but was one of the
founders of this chureh, St John AME Church, to minster to the soul
Conversely, the great tradition confinues by addressing the needs of the
mind, body, and soul through these two great institutiors. D, Hugine
bioldly tald the athletes and Athletic Staff that all are very proud of them
and their many athletic accomplishments over the years. [Br. Hugine
shared some precious nuggets from Gods Holy Wik, the Bible, for the
staff and athletes to hold an to dwing this academic vear and athletic
competiion. 2ome ofthese included:

Philippians 4:13 (AKIWY: "l can do all things threugh Chriet which
strengthens me”

w& Hhgnee, Jr. Eaiah A028-31AKI: "He gives power te the faint; and ta them that

Presidet of ARhama AL Uiive d have no might, He incre ases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be
be—r1 ey weary, and the young men shall utterly fall; but they that wait upon the

Lard shall rernew their stength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles,
theyshallrun and not be weary, and they shallwak, and not faint.”

Finally, Or, Huging ended his delvery with the hiblical quotes: " The race iz not given fo the swii,
nor e baltle to the sirong, but to the one who endureéh unhi the end.” —which fellz we, in what-
ever we do, mof fo give up but to finish the race. He encowraged $hose azsem bied o mn this
faoe betore them this year and run the race with!

R—Rezolkve—remaving and dispelling all doubt and bringing our efforts to & successful concle
sion,

A—Adeptness—Be skillful in using your God given talents wisely,

C—Courage—do not be fearful in whatever you do "Fer God has not given us @ spint of fearand
timidity but aspirt of power and love and a sound mind”

E—Endurance—keep rying, never give up.

The meorning message was delivered by the Beverend Patrick Clayborn, PhD ., Pastor of Saint
John AME Church. His biblical text was from Habakk uh, ehapter two, verses 1-4. The subject
was "Be Vision Driven.” Pastor Clayborn initiated his sermon by stating that where there &= no
vision, people perish (Proverbs 209:18).  Where there s "Godless" vision, people un amok.
Pastor Claybarn abo shared a powerful quets fram D Williarm D, Watley, "God has a vision far
His people that i greater than the vision we have for ourseles or what others have for s
Gods vision encourages, yet simultaneousty, challenges. God's vEion makes ane search their
soul and trarsfornes their lives. Thie makes pesors more selfless and more giving tow ards oth-
grs. Pastor Clayborn left the cangregants with several spirtual irsights from Habakuk, These
included:

(1) For us to go where Godwant us, it will be seary.

(23 kwill alkao be incarmvenient. Time interval delays are commonplace, but net permanent.

C3) We mustowrthevision, Habakkuk hadto accept God's plan and trust as well as vield to

the vision, God made the plan plain, work able, and concrete.
(43 We muststand by the vision. When we say "yes" to God, oursitiations often change. If
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Annual A&M Athletic Day
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the situation doesmt change, God changes us to be able to handle the circum-
stances that are present.

(5 We are to have hope, despite circumstances and situations, for these are only
moment of testing.

(&) God may give a vieion that contradict the circumstances of life. Despite tiak
and obstacles, "Somehow”, God works ‘# all to His Good. "Somehow” God does
the miraculous. His Waord "shall’ came to pass!

(7) Have endurance. Waiton the vision. The vieion may notcome on Your pesan-
altimetable. How long will you have to endure? & long & God says so. God
has already announced an expiration date for our situations :

(2) Hawve faith, Believing & onk part of the process, Faith in the original Helrew
language means "certainty”, “firm". Be certain thatGoeds Word & true and & "shall’
come 8 pass. We have ta remain firm and committed in our weship, firm and
cormmitted in aur praise, and firm and committed in owr living for God

Thi great worship celebration ended with Pastor Clayborn asking President and
First Lady Hugine, as well a5 the faculty, staff, student, and athletes of Alabama
A& MUnversity to come doasn tethe attar for prayer. 45 the aisles were filled and
everyone dcross the church joined hands, Pastor Clayborn imeoled the covering of
the Haly Spirit on all those who earnesthf seek Him, He asked far God's abundant
hlessings to avershadow them and for God 1o make HE vision more elear so that
they may fulfil His diving purpose fortheir Ives.

Following the worship service, dinner was served by the Kitchen Ministry and a host ef .chureh
valunteers. The Kitchen Minlstry wotked diligenthy to ersure everything was in place and a delr
cious mealwas served. Men of the church had =started grilling at @ am. They grilled hot dogs,

hamburgers and chicken, Thesides served included slaw, baked bears, chips, and potato salad
and an assortrment of desserks and

beverages were akosenied.

ot
FPastor Pk Chodsarm )] 'H
and L1l
Bryan Hicks AANNU Thrector of Adhdeficy
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Youth Day

"CHAINS BROKEN! Young Peoplk Embracing the Freedom of Bhe Spint of God"

By Lydid Owens

Volces in Praise Concert
August 52012

The Youth Day celebration began with a
pre-Youth Day concert on Sunday after-
noon, August5”, The program began with
devation by Brother Arthur Sconies. He
prepared attendees for an uphbeat pawerful
service of praise, Prayer was offered by
Kalon Andersen and scriphure was read
from Psalm 150 by Marcus Harris, The
Woices In Praise Choir began their energet
ic and upbeat concert with a processional
Under the direction ef Interim Music D irec-
tar, Brother Dennis Deloach, the musical
selections for the first half ef the concert
were "High Prage,” "Come Thou Almig bty
King." "Hallelujah, Zakation and Glory,” and
"pod B Great” The St. John Pralse Dance
Miristry continued to offer prage as they
minstered to "Moving Forward,” Sangs
sung during the secend hall of the concert
were "We Sing Prases,” "You've Been So
Faithful,” "Faithful & eur God” and “Lord
“ou are Good,”

This service of prase through seng and
dance was a great start o preamote the
theme of "Chains Broken; oung People
Embracing the Freedom of the Spiit of

Folces ln Pralse Choir God"”

Youth Day Exiravaganza
The Faster Bullding Multipurpose Room at AAMU
August 48,2012

What a spirt-filled weekend for the youth of St. John, as the Grace of God shone throughout
gach and every face. The weekend began an Saturday with a Youth Exdravaganza. The youth
of St. John embraced the freedom of worship. Brother Dennis D eloach and Sister Nina Johrsan
were e program commentators. The opening praverwas given by Josiah Sullatte, and Marksa
Owers read scripture from John 8:31-368. The Program allowed young people to give hanor and
praise to God, while they expressed theirfreedom teworshipin degrees.

20 Degress: Freedom to be e Fashion Show —Yaeuth and Young at Heart modeled a variety of
athletic attire and the latest fads as they were presented to the audience. They shared their
school, classification and their proudest moments frorm the pastyear

180 Degress; Fresdom of Exomession — Poster and Oratorical Contest

il il e vy v o
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Youth Day

"CHAINE EROKEN' Young People Embracing the Freedom of the Spwk of Gog"

The Fashion Parade

LA i o R A

Foster Contest Ciratorical Contest
1" Place —Nina Johrson 1% Plage — Mina Johmson and
2™ Place — Kimberly W hite he ad laithr MeClung

3" Place — Eddie Whitehead Jr,

2T0 Degrees;, Feedom o Worshio My Way
Fraise Dance — 31 John Youth Dance Ministry
Spoken Word — Karmen Latimore
Frase Step — 5t John Youth Steppers

360 Degress: Celelvation of Freedom
—Dr. Thalia Love-Brown presented the winners of the Cratorical and Poster Gontests.

Salufe fo Qur Youth, NMis. Pamela Whitehead saluted the youth for their past accomplis hmerts
in academics and athletics: Shewished them well inthe upcaming year and encouragedthem to
be bettzr than befare.

Youth Chalenge Pastor Clavborn offered a challenge to all youth. His encouragement was
from Matthew 243, "But know this; that if the swner of the house had known in what watch the
thief would came, he would have watched, and waould not have allewed his howse o be broken
inta”

Be Fea! —Be the person God called youto be.

Be Consisfent — The wak we have on Sunday should bethe same as we have any other
day of the week,

Be Focused —NMtean be hard to stay on task with all thats urrounds you, but stay focused.

Be Prepared — You never know when your time is caming. Set yourself together, Da not
waait for the night before the test o study.

Be Ready —To Be BLESSED. Blessings may pass us by because we are netready. Pastor
GClavborn shared his 100,000 scholaship testimamy with the youth — "Because he
stayed avake! He ended with these words: "You never lnow whai blessings may
come you r waye”

VI rame amneed vy e N
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Youth Day

"CHAINE EROKEN' Young People Embracing the Freedom of the Spwk of Gog"

W b bl v paesiae T

Youth Day
August 13,2012
Youth Day was observed at both the B:00
| |q am. and 10:50 a.m. services; however, the
main observance occurred during the 10:50
W j;ewice. The Voices In Fraize Choir kidded
things eff with an energetic progessional
The Youth lead the call to worship, morning
prayer, scripture, and then welcomed vistors,
Woaorship in the form of & break-out '‘Flash
U Mol dance team helped elechify the atrm os-
phere. The Praise Dance Ministrys Set Ffree
M medley was egually dynamic. The nor-
mal third Sunday children's message and

4 h___ selection by the childien's’ ghoir were ako

Flagh Mok Praisers part of this special semvice.

The message for the morning was delvered by Pastor Claybom. The sermon was entitled "Be
Loosed” and the textwas Luke 13:10-17 with a foeus on verse 12— "Andwhen Jesus saw her, he
called herta him, and said unts her, Woman, thou art loosed from thing infirmity” He began by
asking "Have you ewver felt that everything has you BENT OWVER and there is nothing you can de
about®™ There are times when God will allow Satan free reign in believer's lives. When this oc
curs, they should ask themseles these guestions: "What do vou dowhen Satan has the upper
hand™ "What do you dowhenyouwant to be loose d?

Fastor Clayborn offered the following require merts to"be |oosed.”

1) Be present. The woman was present. She showed up at the same time that Christ was teach-
ing. Every ime one waks intothe howse of the Lord, there & the possibility of a miracle happen-
ing. Her presence says, no matter what bondage a peson may be in, Satan cannotkeep them
fram my klessing. Be present, in orderto be’in @ position to be blessed

2%, Be Open.Whenshe decided 1o go to the synagogue, she knew she would be exposed. |1 took
courage for herto show up. She opened herself up to the likelihood that things might get worse
befare they got better, s hardto be open. When one takes the risk to be open, they are open to
the will of God. When opento His will, ene can hear from God and realze Godsees them. Jesus
saw herand called her overto him, He had her break the raditional boundary lines. God's word
will contradict cireumstances.

3), Be respansible. Whenthe woaman straightened up, she had totake responsibilty for her |ife,
She was LOOSED! If people straighten up they will see a new dimersion of God. 1f they have
gone through semething for 18 years and then they get a breakthraugh..... There |1S going to be
some prace. Thesynagogue officialk wanted to mess with the woman's blessing,

In glasing, when Jesus weas done, allof His opponents were put to shame. The woman's prake
started a chain reaction. One by one, they stafded counting their blessings and rejoicing. Pastor
Clayborn concluded by encouraging everyone to "LET OUR PRAISE BE C ON TAG|I QLS

At both services, prayer was offered at the akar for all students, parents, educators, and school
employess. Afterthe service, hot dogs and hamburgers iwere served by the Koinania Ministy and
Youth Day Committes and school supplies were distributed.

Coongratul atiors te the Youth Day Committes forthree owutstanding celebrations of prakse.
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Speeches from the Oratorical Contestants

An Cratorical Comtestwas pard of the Youth Extravaganza on Saturday, August 18th, The judges
ruled that the first place award was a tie between Mina Johrson and Fathn MeClung. The

speeches are printed below for AMEN readers to enjoy, Congratulations to Nina and Kaitlyn!

FREEDOM
By Mina Johnsan

The defmifon of fFeedom is the powsr or nght to aet, hink, or
soeak a5 one wanly, withowt meshaint or kindemce. [Wia
googe com J Examples of freaedon m ovem enis ame the ciwl ghts
movem ent, women's Aghts, and the undemround ralroad. Cur
ancesiors used the freedom of speech and pebifion to make us all
egual. In present day, we now hawe the freedom o do whatever
we pleage, with some im dations of course. We have the fesdom
to vote, the freedom bo shae the same faciiies, and the fieedom
to exomese ourselves thmough ant and mwaic

Perzonally, we ag yound peonke and some older peonle ae fles,
bt we e also imder @ new Bim of savery and ae complekly
unaware of #. We're row englaved fo the music, materals, mon-
ey, and promiscuidy. We just got to have the hightest clothe s, the
best bodles at the bal, the m oet expensive waich, and every last
foreign name brand you can magime. Mdm, fmm) So how do
we heak this newform of bondage? We have o break the shame of openly worshioing cur God
and son Jesus Chigt.

Now! kmow, some of you ai are e 9 slready lmow God” and ‘hobody bt God ean judge me®
but are you eally worshiping God when vow're abowt to fght som eone you're guick o put very-
thing on kw9 put-dhat on Y Yeak, you aleady dnow You're m osf defiantly not worshioing
God wien youle hverking your heart owt efther, maybe the fella behind you uthek no belter
God kas dome 50 much for us and there s mo need to expleEn, We al imow-how much He's doni,
The jeast we can do is give Afm, mot some, bt all the credit and 3l the praige, He lmows and
wamts what's best for us, He doeant want you to have ail these meanngess posseasions, thatll
lead us into shruggling o keep up with e Jomeses. He just wamts our praise,

Hemels a guestion | asted myself and other influences; what eally iz the eason that leeps us
fiom  worshiping Hm in confidence? Think about it, youre not showting hatekyah in the middte of
class when you get and "A%on an exam, Y&, when yout best friend gede gunned down you'e
callimy on Hm in 3 sol second . Why, because nothing malters. So why showid how people look
&t you malter; # eally showdnt.

God gave His only son forws, Woukd you sacrifice one of your children for the et of the workd? |
dont think 20, We should embrace iz hought, We embrace everylliing else good i our Kves,
Frend s, fam iy, coportnities, yoor boo boo o your e babe. We do this withou! thintdng, whick
i@ way nwowd make i 3 miex. Y&, ne think before we em bigce God. (Yeak you do), i you did-
nt kg your grandm obther, uncie, or gidfrend/bo yirend | som ebod y would be g fitle uoset: How do
you thimk God amd Jesus fesls? What if Jesus was e one of us? We wowldnt even be here, s
gione be aile o witness what He had o say, S0 encourage & ioday. He accets the good |, for-
iives the bad, and handles the ugly. 5o why shouldn ¥ we sham elessly embrace Him in retum?

L E e e 1|
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Speeches from the Oratorical Contestants

ALt Ivecerd i peitge W)
Freedomin the Spirit of God
By Kaitlyn MeZlung

Fresdom & the soiit of God ... Galghans 51 saye, "t is for freedom that
Chiat has pet us free Stand fim | then, and do not let yourselves be bur-

dened again by a yole of sl3very "

Slavery iz a tem that we often think of a5 ithe 1800 slaves ! Afticans tak-
en fom their hom e land o b2 owned and mishegted. And when people
kear that Chiist has setus fiee the y think of God commanding Moses B go
to Fhamsoh and say "Lelt my people go " Nowsome peaole may think "Well
how can savery be refevant today? Savery hazs been abolished for centu-
ries! Why are he tathing abowt this now?"

Yes iz very iz over in that b . But 5o many young peadle are slaves fothem ind of foday = ooci-
ely, faghkion, cars, and matdng money. Dlder people may be vaoeed in the mind set of badilion
and ame relising to change things. They 2 in the mindset that it's not ckayto be different{ mean
it’s been e that since'm y grandbarents went fo church and they think it showld-stay Fe that,

| tmow that many young peopie don b oo to charch m aybe because they are afaid of what people
will Hink of them | how they dress, or the yoe of music they listen to, Maybe its because trey just
got out of 18 years at fieirmama s house going o chaeh, Maybe they don t ke the old school or
tadiional chumh music or the baditional chumch ciotres.  Well you donlt have to dress Greyio
worshio God beoatse clothes ae therme to cover your body and ey don t make you. You dom}
have to fsen to teditional gospel o praise e Lord, Thats what makes freedom of the spint of
God a0 great! Chist get us free! we can be diferent. Any way we raise God, Heis stV gomg to
fove us the same, God loves us so much that He gave up Hiz only Son 50 owr ging can be forgiv-
en, sothat we could be saved... You tmowdokn 396, What you might mod lmow iz that David was
the first one to dance before the Lord, The scripture says that ke danced with al his might And in
Poalm 2 138:2 says " will bow down towad  your holy tem ple and will praioe yowr name for your
fove and pour Bithiiness; for you have exalled above all things: pour nam e and your word "

Nowthat we imow /is oy o praise Him a5 we are, itl gelting people o accept s, In ancient
Ching they vouwd bind the ginls’ feat so they wowldn ¥ grow. We reed to be Fee 5o We can Giow in
the church and our kmowdedge of the Lord can expand, Unbind the Bet of the young pecpie and
children zo they can grow though owr Lo, Jesus Chnat! Mathew 13074 says, UJesus sad, L=t
the e children com eto me, and do not Finder $em | Brthe kngdom of keaven belongs fo suck
as these ™

Nost of the peowle in m ¥ schoo! don e & fal abowt Jesas or go to ehumh. And when ne talc
abowt it they look down on ds and tell ue He s not eal oF that we spend too m uch time in chuoh,
They would rather Nsten fo Mok Mingy, Wiz Kalifa, Ll Boosie, and wakh the latest rmtad "R "mow-
res suck as Poject X and 29 Jump' Shreat. Even i the Biblical times people didn? want to praise
the Lowd, Jokn Y2:43eays For they loved the praise of men more than the praice of God."
Some peopke in e chuwoh may be e that, They can have their eyes wide open and cant see
iZod . They can hear what the preacher is saying big are not fstemng o the woid of fesus Chist

Bt even so, we Fave o lmow that when we aie down and our fend s tam ther backs on us that
God s always i oow hearts and He wil sei usfee fom our boubles. | aw blessed enough to
tmok who Jesus is and | have e freedom o tum o Him whenever | need Him . Some peoble
don b imow Jesus. | dont mow whatis going on in $ieir lifie, they may be ensglaved in 2 situalon
nith the dewl and fust meeds g fgli o show them the way out. And T we, who love the lond, let
owr light shine we can guwide $rem to Feedom . . for those who ove G-0-Dae tuly free!
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Men's Day and
Women's Day Plans Are
Being Made

Men's Day 2012

Sunday, September 23rd
800 am, and 1050 a.m.

The Reversnd BErol M. Thomas, 4., M.D.
will be the guest preacher. The Rewerend
Thomas i Ministerto Men at 5t Andrew AME
Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He & ako a
rmedical doetor, s pecialzing in internal rme di
zine,

Women's Day 2012

Sunday, October Tth
B00 am.and 1050 . m.

The Rewerend Raguel 5t Clair Lettsome,
Ph.0O. will ke the guest preacher, The Rever-
end St. Clair Lettsome is a preacher, scholar,
administrator, auther, and leciurer. Her books
include one that she co-authared with the Rew
erend Doctor William Watley, She previousthy
senved a5 Executive Minister at 5t James
AME Churchin Mewark, Mew Jesey. Curent
Iy, Dr. St Clair Lettsame lves in New Yok
with her husband, the Reverend Dr. Lydell
Lettsome, a medicaldoctarin Maw Yok,

Jok & of the Manth

I'd had a pretty hectic day with my foudr-year-
old. When. bedtime finally came, | laid down
the lawe "We're putting on wour pajamas,

i brushing wour teeth, and reading ONE book.
—JoY

Then it's lights out"

Her arms went around my neck in a gentle
ermbrace, and she said, "We leamead in Sun
day School about little beys and gite wha dan't
have mommies and daddies" Ewven after I'd
been such & grouch, | thought, she was still
grateful to have me. | felt tears beginto wellup
in my eves, and then she whispered, "Mayhe
you could.go be THEIR mom™®

Texting Teen News
August 2k12

Wiiten by: hiariah Gullatte

Are wou free to warship!? After experiensing this
montt's activities, its hard not'to be free! First
things first, you ean't send us back to schaol
without a party! & back toschool bash was right
an time! Activities ineluded a hallelujah fashion
show that was funmy and stylsh. Our engaging
praise dancers shared an encouraging mes-
sage for the scheol vear, through the song
"Moving Fomvard" The Steppers... Great!
Stomped all ever the devil and his evil ways.
And how aboutthose speeches™ Congratuls
tionz to all of the paricipants of the aratorical
comtest, How could we forget about the be autiful
posters, great work!

Youth Sunday was ene of 3 kind! 5t Jehr's
Voices in Prase chair turned the church out!
After a weshend lkhe that it &= hard notto be
locsed and set free from chains! In preparation
far Friday Might Live, we surprsed the church
with a flash mob dance, Kids came from all

pars of the sanctuary ready to get crunk for Je
sus!

About Friday Might Live? Glad you ssked! |t was
the true word and worship experience!l We had
an anesome turnout from a variety of ‘churches
and depominatiocrs. Seeing a sea of teers in the
sanctuary praising God & a wenderful sight.
There was a house BJ, SAM SKMITE, and a gos-
pel rap group, Unanimows. Sfterward everyone
enjoyed snacks, fun, and fellowmship. & bhusy
wediend accomplished! Az akways, don't forget

to worle hard and doowvour best in school! That
wraps up this maonth.
TTHU

3rd Annual
Northwest Annual
Conference

October 16-20, 2012

Jones Chapel AME Church
Fairfield, Alatrama

Dpening Worship—FParker High Schaal
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Friday Nite Live!l Offers a 'New Wine’
Approach to Worship

By Janette B, Srith

tstarted with a question; howe canthe church minister to youth, young adults and the young atheart
in creativ e and innovative ways, so-theyknow God & relevanttoday™

Friday Mite Live apened it's doors to more than 250 altendees and velunteers on August 24, 2012,
The premiere of the Word and Worship event mark ed another "‘new wing approach to fuffilling the
great commission of tak ing the good news of the gospel and love of Jes us . Christ inte all the world,
AMtendees were met at the registration area with arm bracelets and “take away' sacks of goodies
wihich included glowi inthe dark bracelets, lterature on 5t John AME G hurch and staving sober and
drug free. Guests then had the opportunity to-taie a red carpet phetograph in front of the badkdrap
known in the industry as a 'step and repeat’; since celebrities generally step, pese and take a pit-
ture, then step, pose and take another photo. Corporate sponsars ineluded Salon Prive' of Hunts-

wille.

The =anctuary was transf ar med for the Friday Nite Live Ewert

Inside, the sanctuary was transformed with help from C&l corstruction, Donna Gullatte set design
greations, and Americas Party Pros, which provided the lighting design element, enhanced audis
equipment, and a giantscreen. The therme for the evening led the audience, which included both the

] Sl v g AT

| Unani mous
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Friday Nite Live!l Offers a 'New Wine’
Approach to Worship

By Janette B, Srith

AL Tt e g d )

young andthe young-at-heart, to dran closer to God through letting go. First, amard-winning Chris-
tian [ Sam Smite loosened evervone dpwith great mices of faith-filled, irspirational music. Then,
the Holy Hip Hop rap frie LUhanimows tore up the stage, lifting Jesus up, while luring the young peo
ple to the altar for fiet pumping, energetic prace. The event was immersed in visual components
including an intreductory vides which discussed the downfalls of ‘baggage’. The opening skit intre-
duced characters who atternpt to push through their barrage of problems and baggage. The cast
consisted of new and old St John members; Christina Sandes, Mary Rarkin, and Marous Harris
gave stiring pedormances a did Rhaonda
Hammoands, a3 cast member from Mew Begin-
nings Christian Church, The moment when the
characters twmed to the cross and realized
they could lug their burdens and shortcomings
ta it and leave them there communicates the
deep freedam people of faith sense when they
link to.Gods power, Videowignettes gave way
to lwics and wideo animation as the praise
team took the stage to minister insong, As the
interdenominational group aka consisting of
Seventh Day Adventists sang"Make Me Dwver’
by Tonex, 5t.dohn AME's awn Mariah Gullets
and Kalan Anderson performed a soul-stirring
dance communicating the stuggle of being
‘'made over.'

Supporters who purchased lunches and dire
ners before and after bible study through the
FHL cafe' were able to see that ministry seed
put to good wse through newly purchased technology, This made the FNL event & tech lovers'
dream. The FroPresenter software allowed the FHL team to highlight and feature tweets posted
about-the ‘event. Each part of the skit had an interactve wideo element that accompanied i Al
praise and worship songs.-had yrics displayed, and iwhen Pastor 'P.CE (P atrick
S Clavborny shared his timely word from Luke 7:38-50, the scripture in i's
entirety was shown on the big screen far all o see.

Oine of the most moving portions of the night came during altar call. Guests
wiere imvited down to the attar for praver and fo lay their burdens down. Theay
were alsa invited to wrie these burdens on sticky notes and place them an
the cross.in the vestibule. |t was quite a site to see them posted all over the

cross. Prayers continue to surrownd the ‘baggage' represented by each
sticky,

The night ended with a grand meet- and greetwith rap group Livanim ows, and

a free-stylin' after party where the youth showcased their dance and rap
skilks,

Planning continues for the next Friday Nite Live ewvent; The event will most
lkely rin gquarerly irstead of rmonthly, to give the comrmitiee time to keep
creating eutling-edge-themes and conduct city-wide casting calls. With Ged's
blessing, all these elements will continue to come together to offer an exple
sivewarship experence for everyone invalved.
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It is time to
celebrate!

Pastor'’s
Appreciation

sunday, September 30, 201 2
10:00 am.

Come and celebrate the blessings of
this first conference year
under the |eadership of

Pastor Patrick D. Clayborn

and
Reverend Sheri

The Reverend Telley Lynnetie Gadson,
Zuest P reacher

Senior Pastor,
=t Mark United Methodist Church,
sumter, South Carolina

Steward Abbiegail Hugine, Chairperson,
Stevards Maitha Smith and Eliton P ear-
son, co-chaipersons

SOMETIMES

We must be hodt i owder fo gow,
We most fadl in order to lmow,
We m ist lose in ovder o gam.

Som e lessons are keamed begt omly throaol
D,

Car wision clears only affer our eyes ae
washed with lears.

We have fo be tvoken, 5o ke can betender,
We ame sick so we can rest and thinlc betteron
Hrings m ove imporant than work ov fime,
We are tzken forfrio near deailfi, 5o we can
2EFess oW Ve We .

We kavwe to suffer lack, 5o e can Hmow God =5
We have fo feal another = paim, 50 we gan
have a senpse of mission.

So tatme heard, my fnemnd | if you don t umder
stamd today,
fnsfead of grum bling, ask God what He means
fo =ay,
in order to learn you most endwre, and leam o

In onder fo grow, you most-stand and ook be-
yond the firt,
Trzst in God = fowing kand that takes what iz
Good, and gives what iz Sast,

Amd on iz blessed thought, rest your anxious
heavi with all the goestions,

God = hand only gives what bz lowng heant
dictates.

Bometimes fhe Lo calm = the shom |
Somefimes He lelz the stom rage... amnd
caim & Hiz chid .

Betlergo thoagh the siom with Him |
Than == ooth walers wilhoot Him .
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AlLL ARE WELCDME

St. John's Soup Kitchen
Provides Love
& Nutrition

God & love, and people are a creation of that
lewe, Through kind words and deeds, people
give to. others from the love of God within,
Leve motivates actions toward others.

Stodehn's soup kitchen & the leving and kind
thing that God commands. The soup kitchen
pravides a heart-te heart connection with ot
ers, many in nesd of a nutritious meal,

The. power of kindness & an éxtraordinary
pover for good. Waords and tone convey en-
couragement;, support ins piration, and com
fart. The soup kitchensponsors tap into innate
sacredness, guided by divine love and caring.

Tharks to all the Soup Kitchen wordces and
thiose whe donate tothis miniety.

Whoever gives ewen a4 cup ofcoid water to ome of
these fithe ores—indy | tell jour, mone of hese will
lose theirreward.” Matthe w 1042

Happy
Grandparents Day!

September®, 2012

The idea for a Mational Grandparents Day orige
nated with Marian MecQuade, a housewife in
Fayette County, WestWirginia. Her primary mo-
tivation was to champion the cause of lonely
elderly in nursing homes. She ako hoped te
persuade grandchildren to tap inte the wisdom
and hertage their grandparent could provide,
Fresident Jimmy Carer, in 1973, proclaimed
that National Grandparents Day would be cele
brated every year onthe first Sunday after La
bor Day.

Here are a few words that have been w=ed fo
describe GRAND PARENTS:
Generous
Reliable
Aderahle
Nice
Daz=ling
Precious
Appreciated
Regulator
Enjoyable
Nurturer
Tolerant
Swieet

Seeking New Members

The Pastars Aid Board invites members of 5t
Johmto join their board, ¥ you are interested in
being @ part of this ministy of service to the
Fastor and his family, please contact Wrs.
Claire Philadelphia,

Flowers on
the Altar

Members who would ke
to donate flowers for the
attar starting September
2, 2012 through August
N, A3 may contact
Pearlean Myhand  at
256.BE2 B2E5.
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i Family Day Focuses on
presents Frequent Family Dinners
"Crold Medal :.Fﬂl'l'l'l'-ﬁ-ﬂf By Donna Gullattz

Lrect your chilagren onto the rightipalr, and iwhen they are older,
they Wil not feawve i/ Froverbs 2206

Family D ay & a day to share a meal with children... It was launched in 2001 by the Mational Center
on Addiction and Substance Ahwse at Columbia University. Family Day s a national movement that
infarms parents that the engagement fostered during frequent family dinners & an effective tool to
help keep America's kids substance free, Démer Makes 2 Oifference! The Madison County &l
bhama Cooperative BExtersion System: Urban Mew and Montraditional Programs as well as other Ur-
ban C enters throughout the state joined forces o years ago to helpzpread the word about sharing
meals together to inerease communication between families and with much effort hopefully reducing
the rek of kids and teers becoming invobred in drugs, tobacco, and alecohol. This year the Olympic
Spirit continues on families sharing meals together and families being acthve together!

Communication & any sharing of meaning between twe o more people. Often communication i
without words and the recipient may or may not understand what one & trying to say... 5o how can
cammunication be made better? 1) Take time to discover children's meanings: 2 Send clear and
Encouraging messages. 3 Share feelings in helpfulways. 4 Keep your relationship postive.

Chedd out the Mine {8 Facets Of Parental Engageme nt;

1. Be there: Get involved in children's lives and actvities |

. Openthe lines of communication and keepthem wide open.

Set a good example. &ctiors are more persuasive than wards.

Setrules and expect children to follow them.

. Monitar ehildren's whereabouts.

Maintain family rituals such as eating dinner together.

. Incorporate religious and spiritual practices into family life,

et Dad engaged—and k eep him engaged,

. Engage the larger family of children's friends, teachers, classmates, neighbors, and com munity.

00 - O Ch o i K

Become a Family Day STAR by making these commitme s
Spend time with your kids by having dinner together.
Talk to them abouttheirfriends, interest and the dangers ef drugs and alcohal,

Arswertheir questiors and lsterte whatthey have to say.
Recognize that | have the powerto help keep my kids substance free!

Whether gogking a gourmet meal, ordering food from a take-out place or eating on the go, rest as-
sured that what Kids reallywant during dinnetime & YOU! Family meak are the perfect time to talk
tokids andto listen fo whats on their mind.. Studies show the more often kids eat dinner with their
families, the less lkelythey aretasmoke, drirk or use drugs:

Aladbama Cooperaiwe Extension System Urban Mew Nomtraditiona Programs is proud to in-
vit e youto @tend the Family Daytha is normally celebraed on the 4 Monday of September,

but this year consolidaed with Grandparerts Day on Sunday, September 6™, Enjoy a fun-
filed day at Alabhama A2 Health and Wellness Center where families can learn new ways to comr

municate and stay fit together. Families who register you will receive a FREE Box Lunch for each
registered guest

Regeter by calling 256-532-1578 ar 258-536-4779, Check eut the Family Day Website for your
Famiky Teal Kit: [l pharm |l d ay s gia milyd and a Family Day resipe on page 22 of ths
rews letter.
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Parent Wisdom

By Rewerend Yanessa Glowi

e
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< abour theam when you sit ar fiotne
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Ve s < and when you walk along the road,
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A5 Parents, we are surrounded by the educational system and psychological experts on ras ing chik
dren, attimes we feel inadequate to the task of raising children. Mamy of us. have raised our children
andsome have been successful atit Sowhy ParentWisdom? The Bilile, in both the Old and New
Testaments, gives parents @ much more importart rele in passing on the "Legacy of Faith” to our
children, We know that parenting dees not come with a manual, therefore; whether we are success-
ful ar we feel failure as a parent or if @ child who has been suceessful or @ child we feel hawve failed
be not dsmayed Gods Word provides Wisdom for us to teach and restore with the purpese of "Ne
Child Left Behind" nor lest and that wee will not hide these Biblical truths from our children,

The Legacy of Faith B Gadly wedom' passed onte our children and the next geneiation that God &
always at wakl in every detail of our lives, using sethack, shifing, ever changing, altering assign-
ments for HE propese and for His glory. Mo person or event & outside of the power and rule of God
Almighty. God's Word cormrmands us o tell ef He power and the mighty Miracles He did, We are to
teach them to our children even owur children's children so that the next generation might know that
they in turn will teach their children, Each generation can set its hepe in their encounter with all Wis e
God our Savior and Lord. This & the Legacy of Faith. [n the book of Dewuteronomy, Chapter 435,
Moses, begins with the Israeltes’ experience; then he shows how the laws of the covenant relate
directly to their experience—our experiences teaches. us to communicate with our children we must
neverforget our swn encounter with God as Pastor Clayborn so vividly reminds us.

Thi & the Legacy of Faith—so thaf in the future, when our son or daughter asks us, "What & the
meaning of the stipulations decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded us? tell him orher;
We were slaves of Pharaohk in Egypt, but'the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Be-
fare aur eyes the Lord sent miraculows sigrs and wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and
Pharaoh and hik whale household, But he brought: us aut from there & beng s in and give us the
land he promiEed on oath to our ancestors. The Lord commanded us to obey all these decrees and
to fear the LORD our God, so that we might akways prosper and be kept alive, a5 B the case today.
{ Deuteronomy 6:20-2<h Knowe that God chose us to be Parents out of His pure Grece not becawse of
gur impressiveness, nor our goodness, nor faithfulness, but because of He Great love for us while
wewereyetin oursing, G hrist died for us. Romans 5:8

What a Might God we served! Much like D euteronomy in the Old Testament, in the New Testament
2 Peter echoes throughowt his letter advice and wisdom fo refresh our memory regarding the
“internal’ k nowledge of our encounter with God grounded in the Old Testament prophecies and mirs
cles to the eyewitness account of the life Jesus Christ not just in "cleverly' invened stories, but the
Gospeltruths inthe New Testament. 2 Peter warre and reminds us for this wery reason lestwe for

FL Ew\verad o g 4 M)
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Parent Wisdom

By Rewerend Yanessa Glowi

il o e J T
get; having escaped the corruption inthe world caused by our own evil desires to make every effort
to add to our faith geodness; and te goodress, knowledge; and to knowledge, self- control; and ta
self-control, perseverance; andto perseverance, gadliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and
| to mutual affection, love. For if we possess these qualities in increasing measure; these vittues will
keep us from being ineffective and unproductive inthe knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whatew
! ercomes, His Love for us ensures He will keep us to that appointed day. Leave a Legacy of Faith by
the Life we LIVE in ChristJesus.

A legacy comes from the idea that everyane, regardless of their postion ar status including parents
can make adifference. Legacies encompass the past present and the future, f forces us to corsid-
er where we have been, where we are now, and where we are going. | ne accident thatwe are
where we are right newi. Sowerk hard and accempleh allthat you gan, Do net settle far anything
less than ywour best.. While we enjoy the abundance this life can effer, we must ako never forget
howd Goe brought vs eut to bring us inthe Family of God. Makethe Lord God proud as we live sach
day for Him, and let our light shine brightly for all around us to see; Never forget, our loudest witniess
to nonbelievers 5 not what we say, but how we live aur |ife. |15 yvourfocie oan Him daily™ This s the
keyto staying halanced and on frack in the midst of all the many things we do each day. It is what
keeps us onstraight and narroew way which leads to life, so that God can use us o be a blessing to
others. {Matthew 7:13-14) Leave a Legacy of Faith.

Book of 4l
Deuteronomy

oo {mg Back

Moving "Forwarc

Pragyer: Thark you Lord that FAITH & not an emmotion that we need to work up inside of us, inste ad,
its @ GIFT vou give a we commit eurselies to You. Lord help usto GROW in FAITH. Forwe wak
by FAITH and not by sight. Farwe all are children ef God by FAITH in ChristJesus. Help us o he
semsitive to your Great Love for coming to garthto die for our sins so that in our successes and fail
ures | cansee victory and invictory | canses Y OU!L 2 Corinthiars 57 Galatians 328
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Church School Lesson Overview — October 2012

The Church School reviews were written by
Willie Sandifer,

October 7, 2012

Lessan Title: Stephens Arrest and Speech

Lesson Seripture: Acts 6:8-7.53

Print: Acts G8-7:248

Devational Songs: E358[), £272[], and #2243 [)
Hey Yerse; "Stephen, full of grace and power,
did great wonders and sigrs among the peo-
ple” (Acts G:8),

The fist thing noted in Stephen's profile is he
was "a man full of faith and the Holy Spiit."
Stephen's boldness and fearlessness sprang
from this characteristic. Only people of saolid
faith can stand their ground in the face of
daunting op position.

These who apposed Stephen were of his oawn
nationality (Jewes), although of a differentsect
Taday, some of the mest vicious assaults on
Christianity originate not from other religions,
butfrom within C hristianity,

Az believers, we are full aware that leaders
who feel offended by our teaching and
preaching will not make life easy for us. We
must speak truth even when it E unpopular.
God will be sur protecter against these wha
are offe nd ed by truth,

Cctober 14, 2092

Lessan Title; Stephen's Martyrdom

Lesson Scripture: scts 7:1-8:14
Primt: Acts 751-8:14

Devotional Songe: #3080 [|; #258[; and #243]
Hey Verse: "While they were stoning Ste
phien, he prayed, 'Lord Jesus, recewe my
spirt” (Acts 758,

The charge against Stephen was hlasphemy,
which at that time was punshable by death,
Lke Jesus during his trial, Stephen did not
seek to refute the charges directly, He had the
aption of challenging the walidity of the charg-
es, or even pleading for mercy. Instead, he
elected to state the case for Christ and the
new dispersation of Gods grace to humarn
kind. In taking this position, Stephen had to
refer to some truths which further infuriated
his accusers. Stephens speech showed that
these pesons whoe claimed to be loyalsts of

God were amything but faithful to God,

When we face harassment because of owr faith
im Jesus Christ, we ought to: remind ourselves
that God & near and can we any situation for
God's glary, We ean ak e bring immenmse glory
ta Gods name by for giving these who hurt o
sedd to hurt us. Our God & best represented by
lowe and forgiveness, not grudges, or a desire to
get ewen.

October 21, 2012

Les=son Title: Simon Wantsto Buy Power
Lesson Scripture: Acts B:5424

Frint &ck B8-24

Tentative Dewvational Songs: #520[; #251 []; and
#2431

Key Yerse: "Maw when Simon saw that the
Spirit was given through the laying an of the
aposties’ hands, he offered them money” (Ack
B:9-24.

This lessen teaches an important lesson aboul
ministry by contrasting an early church preacher
named Philip with a sorcerer by the name of
Simon. Here Is a clear case that some people
Jjust do not get it The "it' here i the purpose
and source of minkstry. Phillip undestood minis-
try as helping hwurting peeple. He preached
Christ, cast out demors, and healed those whao
veere paralyzed and crippled {(Acts BS-7). Siman
had an entirely different attitude about ministry,
He saw ministry as . an opporunity to make a
name for Wirsel and to gain great power.

The mest interesting thing about the series of
evenk k& that twas at the point of manifestation
of the Haoly Spirt that Simon got exeted and
wanted to purchase the power. Peter rightly re-
buked Simon far his greed. Peter nevertheless
extended to Simon the possibilty of forgiveness
and restoration. Whatever eke we may want to
say about Simon's greed, let us admit that S+
man was smar. When peter spened the deoar,
Simon entered, That & all God requires of us.
A5 purtrars gressions are peinted oul, we are to
respand with humilty and prayers of repent
ance,

Cctober 28, 2012
Lessaon Title: Phillips and the Ethiopian Eu-

P Mmdaad e e
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Church School Lesson

L el bevaind | v e M1

riuch

Lesson Scripture: Acts B:25-20

Print: Same

Tentative Devotional Songs: #4234 ) 282 ]!
and #2943 ]

Hey Verse: "The sunuch said, "Look, here &
water! What & to prevent me from heing bap
tzed' (Acts B:235)7

This lesson & aboutthe hurman need for can
nection and community: the joy of belonging,
and the frustation of rejection. How we relate
to people especially people of different back-
grounds, may be more impotant in atracting
thern to our communities than economic con
gideratiors . Philip's success with the Ethiopian
Eunugh can be related to these pringiples:

1. Philip was obediznt to the directiors of the
Haoly Spirit, despite the incomvenience to
hims elf.

2. Philip adopted an open approach to the
gunuch, Even with the outcast status of
the eunuch, Philip did as instucted, ap
parenthy with a good atitude. This pleas-
ant atitude undoubte dly made the eunuch
more receptive ta Philip.

2. Phillip was willing to be God's instument
far including the eunuch in God's commu
nity of believers.

These three factors are still important when
seehing to add persons to God's community of
belisvers. A willingness to accept people a
they are, and to give them the warmness of
community, & veny important inkingdom build

ing.

Transportation

Available

The St Jdohn AME Church bus will pick up stw
dent from AAMU an Sundays at each dorm
priorto 10:20 a.m., and pick up students at the
Knight Center between 1020 am. and 1030
a.m. Students may ako call the church office
at 255-534- 3085, Monday - Friday, to secure a
ride to 5t Johin on Sunday

WMS Meeting Date
Changed

y Please note that the regular meeting
®t late for the WIS has been changed fo
sl the dth Saturday of the each month at
10:30 a.m, The next schedulsd meesting
s September 28 at the church,

Lt. Gal. Felicia S arter, President

Church School
Book Club

Diseusslon Dae: 15 September 2012
10:00 &AM - 1130 AM

Rafly Roond Green; Judy Pace Christie, 2011

Discussion Date: . ¥ Cotober 2012
1000 AW, —11:30 AM.

ﬁ"}ul': mary Serves, Vaness a Davis Griggs 2008

Memaory Pattesan ha been hiding from her
'hf'l'l']'r for much too leng Her instinct has ak
ways been fo run, and nevet more so than
when a chance mesting with Pastor Landrs
and his prugnant wife, Johrnie Mae. leads 1o a
shocking revelation as Jehnnie Mae decloses
the truth about Memary's mather.

Tald her daughter had died at hirth, ninety-year
-old Sarah Fleming has spemt tHe past three-
and-a-half years searching for Memery, Sarah
has been wamed repeatedly by Memony's
:I-:IJEH'I:EF and granddaughter not to trust the
ever-ganning Memary no matter how much she
may claim she has changed.

Just as h.ﬂemnr'y 'l:H;E.[‘I'Ip‘I! o u:rn.r[n:! BUBIyONE
that =he truly E.--EEI'I.I'EH now, 1!-|1E faithful woman
rEpuh!h;lE'!nr r!lunrtmn her with hei past finds
herself suffering: with troubles of her own
When Johnnie Mae experiences complications
with hir pregnaney, Pastor Landrls learns he
may have to maie an Impassible choice--one
that rurllar'r:n urit t: true: ip.uﬂ:ui] warfare, Mean
wehile, Jahnnie h!-aE.s friend, ﬂharl’qr fnall'.l'
cames face-to face with the painful truth and
damaging secret of her own past :
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POTPOURRI

Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins About St. John Members

Karla Redditte has accepted a posthon with the NBC
dason Brown televEion ness team in Richmond, YWirginia.  Karla has
been a member of St Jehn for sver twe (2 years- and
Altonette Burks was employed by WAFF Channeldd as co-anchar to the
marning nenscast

Mldred Hergfard

Evelyn Hild reth a4t St Jahn, Kara waz 3 member af the Prase Dance
hMiniEtn: and the AMEMNeks letter Stalf

Ada Houston : ] i o !
Congratulatops-Karlal We will mes your beautiful =mile

James lmar and yaur willing's pirt, We pray God's blessing for you on
the new endeayor
Rew. Hennath Johnson

Daris Outlaw Flﬂﬂ"ﬂlal Cﬂntrlbutlﬂns

To ensure that wvou recewe proper credit far yveur affer-
ing, please place your tithes and offerings in an enve
lope and include your name and the amourt of the offer-
ing anthe envelope:

Prary tr our sick and shuit-in,

To giee onlineg wvist  wassastjiohname-bev.oorg, click on
Oinline Giving, and follew the imstructions from there...
giving made easy,

Electronic AMEN

The AMENewsletter is available.in electronic form. I you
prefer to receive an electronic copy of the newslster,
please notify the church at sohnamehi@aol.com.

PRAY FOR OUR
MILITARY

Pray without seasing... .

Please continue to prayfor our miltary per-
sors who are deployed overseas a well as
thoze stationed within the United States.
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St. John AME Chu_n:h S
229 Church Street U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntswville, AL

(256) 534-6828 Fax Permit Na. 240

Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,ong

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkorm, Pastor

woh

Important Dates to Remember

September 23,2012 Men's Day, B:00 am and 1050 am,
The Rewverend Erral Tho mas, Jr., M.O,, Guest Freacher

September 30,2012 Pastor's Appreciaion, 10:00 am,
The Reverend Telley Lynnette Gadson, Guest Preacher

Breaifast, 800 am

Oectober 7, 2042 Wamen's Oay, B:00 am and 10:50 am,
The Reverend Raguel 5t. Clair Lettsomie, Ph.D,, Guest Preacher

October 14, 2012 Haly Communion, 2:00 am and 10:50 am

Cctober 16-20,2092 Northwest Alabama Annua Corference
dones Chapel AME CGhurch, Faifield, Alabama

That if you corfess with vour mouth, "Jesus & Lord " and belisve inyour heart
‘that God raked him fromthe dead, youwill be saved, Ramans 10:8

INDNJG
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Pastor’s Meditation

Be Vision Driven
Habakbulk 2:1-4

We have begun a new series ef sermoms and hikle studies entiled "“VEion Criven,” In arder ta
be the people God called us to be, we must follow Gods vision for our ves. In my first ten
months as the pastor of 5t John, | prayved far vision — aspecific vision for us. | thark God that
Bishop James L Davis has reappointed me as the pastor, so | can carry out the vision that |
have received. | have askedthe church to join me in reading dehn Maowel's Pt Youwr Dveam ho
the Test” My purpose & twofold. | hope that we will begin to catch, claim, culttivate, and carry
the vieidn that God has for St John, A= well, | pray thateach member (along with you the read-
erjwill seek Gods vizion for her or his life.

There i an often quoted proverk that says, "Where thie & no vision, the people perish’ { Prow,
28:18). And, this proverd has been proved tue time and time again. vet, we really should add
tothis proverk: Where there is a Godless wision, the people are led astray, For this proverk has
bheen proved true as well

Just look araund and note the results of having either no vision or @ Godless vision. There are
numbers of Black, Brown, and poor White peoples injail because there & ne vis ion, There is no
vision on howte educate all persors equitably, There & nowision on haw to reform our judicial
system sothat justice & handed out fairtky. There s no vision on how to correct our penal sys-
tem so that convicts are rehabilitated irstead of instiutionalzed, And, there are numbers of
Black , Brown, and poar White peoples in jail becawuse there B a Godless vision. There 5 a God-
less vision of profiting off of minarities in jail. There & a Godless vision of boosting divesity pop
ulation numbers in cetain ditricts (by having prisons) without having to have diversity walking
freely throughthese districts| There & @ Godless vision of bringing aboutthe grandehild of slav-
ery andthe child of Jim Crowsegregation through the prson system!?

When there & no vision, we run the church without focusing en Gods word, We put-mare em-
phasis on our own needs than the needs of those who are destitute, We treat the church ke a
sooial club, We tithe whenever we choose or not atall. Wesing songs that sound good but have
Ittle thealogy. We run prograns based on cedain people’s whims. We build up a hierarchy in-
stead of equality.

When there & 4 Godless vision, we say we are in charge of the church, We putthe agenda of
our separate organization over the church's agenda. We. judge others helieving that no judg-
ment should eame bach to us, We limit who others gan be in Christ, We think that our s acrifice
built the church! &gain, where there i no vision, we perish. Where there & godless vis ion, we
are lead astray!

LT LT TS T T |

“dohn Wamel, Put Your Dreamto the Test: 10 Questions to Help You See it arl Seize k {Mashwille:
Thomas helson, 20083,

*For further inbrmation, see Michelle Mezander, The New dm Crowe Mass incame rafion in the Age of
Colorb fmdress (Mew York: The New Press 2010%,
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Pastor’'s Meditation
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But there & good news! In the midst of there being no vision, and in the midst of godiess viEions
rurining wild, God has a vision far our ves!H D William W atley says this: "God has a vision for
wour Iife — greaterthan anywvision you can have foryourself or others ean have for youl” By vision,
ljust mean a picture of desired future. Singe God has a vision for us, this vision B a picture of the
future God desires far us. Wefind this theme in scripture. Gad told Jeremialy, "For surely | know
the plans | have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not far harm, to give you a
future with hope' (deremiah 28:11),

God certainly has a veiton for eur lves! When we grasp God's vision for aur lives, it will frighten
5. It will be bigger than we anticipate, God's vision will sk o encourage us. It will reinforee the fact
that God loves us! God's vision will challenge us to be owr best selves! [t will not let us tak e the
gasy road. 1 willzearch the depths of our being. Gods vision will tansform us. Gods vision will
change our outlook on life. Through it, we will realze that our world will be bigger than e imag
ined, Itwill humble us and maie = more accepting of others. God's vision for our lhves will usual
b be incomvenient Therewillbe all kinds oftwists and wurns along the way tofulfilling visianl

Wiithin the inconvenience of vision & where we find Habakk i, He & praying for Godte give him a
weord for his people. They are under attack fromithe Chaldeans, and Habakkuk asks Godwhy the
good suffer and the evilwin, God responds, "'l gwve you a wvision!” This i INCONVENIEN T! Gad
5 going to show Habakkuk his future, but Habhakkuk wants to Know how to rectify his present.
God is going toshow Habakk uk his promise, but Habakkuk wants to know God's plan!

When vision & inconvenient how do we become vsion driven'™

First, we must own the vsion . God told H abakkuk to write:the vizion and made i plain. There-
fare, Habakkuk had to yield to the vision, He could not write and make plain that to which he
doesn't yield. Habakkuk didn't just vield to Gods viion; he ako wrote the vision When we own
something, we are willing to put it in eur handwriting. Once we write something, it becomes con
crete. It leaves the abhstractthought of our minds, and it begins to take shape.

Habakhk uk also made the vision plain, Thie mears he had to study it until he eould putitin his own
wiords, This means he simplified it in erder to explain it to someone eke, This means. he had to
tellsomeone elke.We have to be willing to stand by the wision and offer itto othes. Forwhen we
cwun the vision, we say, "YES" to God! Just own the vision — say, "yes" to God, Yaou will be sur-
prised howthe vision will egin to take held of you!

Second, we mug hawve hope. God told Habakkue thatthe vision i for an appointed time. The
vizion speaks of the gnd and does not lie. Ezsentially, Godtells Hahakhuk to have hope. Just be
cause we say yes. ta God does not mean that evenhing in our lves will bezome great On the
contrary, when we say, "yes" to God, often owr lives fall apar. This & a moment of testing! God
may give yvau a vision thatwill cantradict your current circurmstances. That & why we need hope.
We have to anticipate - we have to expect - that God will keep God's promises! God may not
show s the plan, but SORMEH OW God will wark it owt. Just know that  the situation looks bleak,
butGod gave us avision, ITWILLCOME TO PASS! The vision & for an appointed time.

Third , v must hawve endurance. God told Habadkuk that if the vision looks ke it & slow, just
wuait for it. It will certainky come. The vision will not delay, God basically tells Haba:kuk to employ
endurance, The vision may not come. on your time table. But, God assures that it will come. an
Gods timetable. Mow this & an easy pointtosay - have endurance. But, this is a difficult paint ta
Ive out. Howard Thurman says, "The cortradicions of [ife are newver final” That mears there & an
expiration date to aursuffering, pain, and accus ations from aur enemies,

vl it e poae W
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General Officer Fry Brown Preaches Fall Revival
By The Feversnd hefdam Gamett and The Feverend Charles Glower

St John held Fall Revival an Wednesday through
Friday, September 5-7, 2012. The Revival 2012
theme, "Articipating Breakthrough, Glory, and YWie-
tory,” was hased onthe seripture ted from Romars
8. The Reviwalst was the Rewverend Teresa Fry
Brown, Ph.B. Dr. Fry Brown i the Historisgrapher
and Executwe Director of Research and Scholar-
ship of the African Methodist EpEcopal Church.
She alko holds the position of professor of homilet-
ies and director of Black Church Studies at Candler
School of Thealagy, Emory U piversity, In 2010, she
became the first African American woman to attain
the rank of full prefessor at C andler.

Wednesday night service began with s pirited sing-
ing by the Male Choms,

The theme for the spening night of revival was
Chreakthraugh” and the sermon was entitled "It Is

Tirne ta Move" with the biblical text from Deuteron-
aomy T:6-8. She explained that to move spirtually means to change one's reservation in eternity by
madifying behaviar to came in line with what Godwans itto be. Dr Fry Brown posedthe question,
"“What are we daing in 20127

In expounding on the text, she stated that Moses was leading the "80 and under crowd”’ and some
had followed him out of Egypt. Standing on the banks of the Red Sea, they could see whatGod had
promised them. They became restless and began to second- guess God. They could almest see
freedom, but they hestated. They camped outin the "Walley of Almost” Moses began his last ser-
mon sefries by reminding them of God's plan. Deuteranamy 18 & the crux ofthe sermanseries, "We
have been around this mourtain long enough” He wes commissioning them to stop warting.

O, Fry Browen then related the text to today's church. f pesors do not do what God says they will
be siting still their entire Iife. Toa rrany in 20712 have been waiting for too long, Sod has already
promied He will do what He said, sothere & ne need to despair. Zod has time and He & waiting.
God gives assurance for the journey, Mot everyone will move, as some people are ordained to hir
derthe progress. God & calling for a change, a new beginning, @ new relationship. She encouraged
those presentto think about what God told hem o doand asked”ls the church locking at what God
saidthey should do™ She concluded with the stery of what God did through the ife of Jesus as a
reasonto move. It fime to.move!

The second night of Fall Revival began with an energized prake service that was led by Brother
Cennk Deloach: Prage continued and was heightened as Pastor Clayborn offered prayer and read
scripture from Romars 815 21 from-the Mezsage Translation of the Bible.

Di. Fry Brown used the theme of "Glory” for the second night of the revival. The sermon was enti
tled "After This" and the fovus biblical text was from Joel Z:1-2, 13-14, 25-28, She ako related the
message tothe hyries by J.J. Hairston of Yeuthful Praise,

There will be glory after this!

There will bevictary after this!

‘God will turn it around!

He will bring yau out!

There will be glory after this!

VT vy e Al
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General Officer Fry Brown Preaches Fall Revival

L v v g )

Cr. Fry Brown told how Joel repeatedly called for
repentance as well as she told how in repentance,
God will bless. The fall of Judah and Jerusalem was
eminent. Joel gave astate of the union address to all
the people and-called on the entire nation to repent.
God used the disaster te wake up the peaple. There
was Ao joy in the land as the drought beganto come
dpan the land. Israel had forgotten wha they were
and whose they were. The coming of Gods judg-
ment and glory were on the way, God sent 3 locust
which Joel equated to Gods judgment on the land,
Joel shouted "wake up” fo the people and pleaded
farthem ta return tethe Laorel. Dr. Fry Broan empha-
sized that people must listento the word from God's
mouth bezause He wil give @ second chance, He
‘gives 3 warning and He will rernove the locust f one
Pastor Clayborn and Dr, Fry Brown repents. After repentance God springs into action... He
heak the land. After repentance God restores.. He gives blessings, God will bless over and over
again. He will repay for all the sufferings and will reinstate all that was thought to be lost. Mever
againwill the person who repents be hungry, in pain, thirsty, or withawt hope becaus e atter this God
promises to "pour et my spirt." When one repents they live in God's glory.  After this there will he
jov, atestimomy, and glory, D, Fry Brawn coneluded with these encouraging weords:

Afterthis... Godwill pour eut His spirt on evergbody,
After this. . God will bless all His children.
Afterthis... There will be Gloryg

This rewivals final night began with the Call ta Worchip that establehed 3 solid foundation far the
service. Rew. Sheri Smith Claybarn led the congregation in preclaiming to God thatwe praise Him
in advance for breakthrough, for His Glory, and for victery. The congregants assembled came 1o
this final night expecting God to do the super extraordinary in His servant, Dr. Fry Brown, and ne
ane left disappointed,

Thesermon title for thie final night was "Hald on to your Hope” and scriptural text was Ezekiel 37 B-
13. This particular text captures Ezek iel's predictiors concermning the restoration of the Jewish exiles
inthe Promised Land. Ezekizlwas given a vision that pictured astaged process of return; that of a
strange vision of dry bones scattered in a desolste valley. The vision illustrated the promise of Chap
ter 38, new life and a nation restored both physically and spirtually. The bones weie a picture of the
Jewns in captivity, scattered and dead, Ezediel told of restoration back to God through hope, even
while preaching toa peoplewho refusedto leten, God was not pleased and He taught them a les-
son. The people besame physically and s piitually dead.

Mary gquestions surface during curmenttimes of despair and persons ponder these questions:
(a) In the midst of brok en dreans and aspiration, ean these bones still iveT Datkness gives
wayta light when hope appears.
(b} Tan life come out of 8 dead stuation? God & the only one who knows the answer to'this
gquestion,
Zod did nottell Ezekiel to “touch” the banes, he said; "Bones, Hearthe Waord of the Lord!"

In time of weariness, sometimes God 5 looking for sbedience in the smallest of matters. In this
il it v vy v I
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Men's Day Was A Day of R.E\V.I.V.E.

by Tammy Anderson

Rekindling Eternal Yision and |rspiring Victory Everywhere (REVNE) was the theme for the
Men's Day Program an September 23, 2012, and what better way to begin this season af
RL.ENVINE. thando have a powerful, spitit-filed message a well a the imspiring announce ment
of new Sors of Allen {S0A) Cfficers. The men af St John paticipated in all aspects of the wor-
ship service and the Male Chorus rendered the music for the 8:00 a.m. and 10:80 a.m. services,

The guest preacher for the Men's D ay observance was the Reverend Errol
Thamas, M.D. The Reverend Thomas has served a NMinsterto Men at St
Andrew AME Chureh in Memphis, Tennessee since 2005 where he admire
isters a weekly men s bible study, a monthly men's fellosship and an anne
almensseason.

The Men's Day sermon at the 10:50 a.m. service was antittled “Don't Be
Fooled" with text fram 1 Corinthiars 1:18-25. HiE message placed &mpha-
sis on the steps that are considered necessary in erder to avoid the cor
ception of foolsh plans, He stated that one must first discower ther
"ed|", Dicovering one's call’ allowes them to identify specific God-given
capability and employ it for the good works sanctioned by God, not man.
Second, one must explare their capacity by récognizing their God-given
power. Reverend Themas' point emphasized that skength & gained upon
activation of corsciousness of Gods presence during all efforts toward up-
lifting Him. Third, put it in a course of action. Christians must train daity
“in arder to "get on the track” and run the "Christian Rage”. The "C hristian
Race" is the reminder that spirtual righteousness i the only abject to aim
forthreugheut ane' s daiky living.

Cr. Thomas delivers morning sermon.

Finally, Reverend Thomas' message on discovering the "sall’, exploring capaeity, and putfing it in
a course of action was a great preface to the announcement of nelw officers for the SOA organk
zation. The incoming President, Theodore Tyson; Vice-Fresident, Karl Gullatte; Secretary, Justin
Yoo, Treasurer, Zarl Lewis; Conmespondence Secretary, Dennis Deloach and Chaplin, Guy Ginn
have vowed to demonstrate all points preached during the Men's Day Program through their
commtment of service to both ehureh and community. "Men's Day Program was a day of Rekin-
ding Eternal Wigion and Inspiring Wictary Evenyahere (REWNWE] I

Sons of Alen Officers: ustin York, Guy Ginn, Dennis DeLoach,
Pastor Claybom, Theodore Tyson, Car Lewis, Kad Gullatte
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Pastor's Appreciation Celebrated on Fifth Sunday

By lulartha Srmith

The St. John Family enthusiastically honored Pastor Patrick, First Lady Rewv. Sheriand Patrick 1|
Claybom an Sunday, September 30", 2012 with a day of appreciation activities, [t was a day of
showing love and appreciation for a very spirit-filled and energetic couple whea & constantly s eek-
ing ways o enhance the 3t John worship experience, The theme was "New Beginnings." 5t
John has witnessed quite a feiw new beginnings, including noon bible study and the premier of
Friday Might Live.
; S— v The day began with a 5" Sunday/Bppreciation breakfast that
» .t L was prepared by the Food Service Committee, The Worship
| Service began at 1000 am. Steward Hodges Washingtan,
| Wice-chairman of the Steward Board, presided during the ser-
vice. The service opened with an abhbreviated call to woarship
- that was led by the Reverend Metiam Gamett Thie was fol
loweed by & “from the heart” prayer by Steward Clifton Miller.
| Steward Martha Smith read the scripture from Eaiah 43 14
'21. The St. John Mass Choir delighted the womshippers with
Cuplifting songs. 1twas said that Stewsard Clifton Pearson "was
| off the chain" with ks welcome and seeasion which included a
huge welcame sign that he held up for all to see. Surely every
one inthe sanchiary felt the warmth of his welcéome.

Steward Pearson displays-his huge wel-:ﬂmem_

Steward Hodges Washington did a superb job in recognizing
special guests and vEitors, Steward Jeanette Jones eloquently led the litany, which she had
waritte n, that was irs pired by scripiures faken from the Beok of Eaial. The Praise Dancers, a
dbways, setthe tone for aspirit-filed worship experience. Steward Adrignne P-K Washington, in

a unigue way, introduced the preacher for the eccasion.

uest preacher, the Reverend Telly Gadson, was both intellectual and down to earth
with her message that was entitled "“Whe Da %You Think You Are™ She continued to
ask the guestion "Are we defined by the opinions of people or by our purposes that
are given by God? She took a text from 1 Peter 2:1-10.

Some wondered f the Reverend Gadson considered using the services of UPS fo
cary home all the gift expressions presentedto her on behalf of Alpha Kappa Alpha

: ' Sarority, Ine. Presentations were made from the AKAs of St John, the Huntsville
et B graduate chapter, Epsilon Gamma Omega, and from the Regional Director Adrienne

tleli vers P, k. W ashington,

It was said earlier that Pastor Clayborn thoughl
that his  gift from the church would be a rabe.
Well, the commitee did not want to dsappoin
him, 50 Steward Washington and Steward Hugine
presented him and Rev. Sheriwith robes (bath
robes that 3. & bouquet of beautiful roses was
‘ presented inm a unigue vase that was crafted by
 Steward Pearson, Litle Patrich was presented a
gift, as well; Atreasure chest full of love expres-
siom was presented to the Clayborn family fram
the entire church body and friends. Last but not
least, a gift cerificate was presented by the Stew
ards for @ robe (a clergy robe thats).

Stew ard Washington preserts Wery heart felt and humnble remaks were made by
giftstaths Olavhoms. ol e e car gaeee 030
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The Clayborns Bring a New Preaching Experience
to Revival at Fellowship Presbyterian Church

Pastor Clayborm and Rev. Sheriwere
the revivalsts for a spirt-filled four
day revival at Fellowship Presbyteri
an Churoh in Hurtsville on Septent
ber 30 through Detober 3, 2012, The
pastof of Fellwwship, the Rewverend
Gregory J. Bentley and his family
arfived in Hurtsville shartly after the
Clayborrs and the couples guickly
farmed a bond that led to the invita-
| tion to the Clayborms to lead this re-
wival.

Each night the devotion was led by
Elders of Fellmwship and music was
rendered by warious chois. Fellow
ships wouth and children's choirs
offered music for yvouth night on Sun-
day, The Singing Pearls of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Ing., Epsilan

] ) _- | Garmma Omega Chapter, sang for
The Pewmnd Bertley introducesthe Hayboms ! the womens night on Monday, St
John's Male Chorus sang for men's
might an Tuesday, and the 3t John
Wass G haoirsang forfamily andfriends night on Wednesday.

The Clayborms shared the pulpit during this powerful revival preaching series. On both Sunday
and Wednesday nights, they delivered the sermen as a team. This was a new experience for the
Clayborns as well as for most persons in attendance. The Rev, Sheri Smith Claybormn preached
on Monday and the Reverend Doctor Patrick Claybom preached on Tuesday.

The opening night team sermon was. entitled
“Mare Than Bling" and the textwas from Acts 3,
The preachers compared bling, a term used in
today's wvocabulary for shiny jewelry, to the alms
that the man at the gate called Beautiful was re-
questing, to focus inthe church on name recagni
- tion, and to giving enough to make one depend-
ent. They called for a deeper look. Just as Peter

- and John san the request for alms & an oppor
! tunity to :I:_l more than enahle, the church needs to
| give more than bling. It needs to move fiom ena

B

blement to empowerment by sharing the core of

il i 7

- i R who it & to empower others. Just as the gate
| ¥ - called Beaitiful was ripe for the season, the time
E i 1 ) i rightfor a miracle today.
- J-‘_-_-_ E [

. The preaching series continued on Monday with a
message fram B ev. Sherithatwas entitled "Jesus
- 5 on His Way to Your House " The text was from
Teamn Claybarn on Sunday.night | Luke 2, The woman with the issue of blood
: - g boessed e g )
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Reverend Kennebrew Urges Worshippers to
Keep on Walking

By Bridget J. Flayd

The Women of 5t John celebrated Woamen's Day during the 8 a.m. and 10:50 a.m, wors hip ser
vices on Sunday, October ¥, 2012 The guest preacher, the Reverend D elesslyn Kennebrew,
embraced the theme "Christian Women Walking inthe Light for the Glory of God”, The Women's
Choir set the tong with inspirational music. W, Danita Wikon Jones, daughter of the choir's
directar and pianist Mr. and M. Cleveland Wikon, joined the choir as guest soloist.  Similarly,

2 the Praise Dance Ministry drew a rous-
ing response from the congregation
Wornen of 5t. John participated in the
arder of wership at beth serviges. The
Rewverend Sheri Smith Clayborn |ed
the services:

FPastor Patrick Clayborn intreduced the
preacher ofthe day. Reverend Kenne
| brewe & Director of Campus Life at the
East-Location of the Mississippi Boule-
wvard Christian Chureh in Memphis,
Tennessee. She has written three
books & well a8 other projects and i
1 involved inseveral consulting services,
While FReverend Kennebrew has
I Women's Day Chair, directed by Mr, Cleveland Wilson Iearned the Jurist Doctarate from the
University of &kansas School of Law
and laster of Divinity from Emory University, she & currently working tewards a doctorate in Ed-

deational Minstry at Columbia Theological Serminary,

In keeping with the theme, Reverend Kennebrew entited her sermon, "Eeep on Waking' from
Fzalm Z3:4 Ehe explored Psalm 23, highlighting the role of "The Good Shep
herd" in negotiating the valleys that one encourters in life. According to Rever-
end Kennebrew, in aorder to benefit from God's "stabilzing restoration”, ane must
have a "surmendering spirt” while going through the valley. She further pestulat
ced that it &5 at this time that one has the "sympathetic reinforcement of the pres-
ence of God”, The"reinfarcement and corection” of the Shepherds rod and staff
are personalzed o the individual needs or for the specific "valley" of the person.
Reverend Kennebrew encouraged the parishioners to keep on waking toward
“s aturated satsfaction” {an overflowing cup of relaxation andfor ack nowledge
ment and "public deplay of your evercoming in fromt of these who thought you
wouldn't make #”). Shefurther proclaimed that inspite of the valley, "youwill be
able to declare surely goodness and mercy will follow you all the days of your life
iif you KEEP ON WALKING." The Reverend Kennehrew ended the messages,
just a5 zhe began, with a song that augmented the encouraging message,

The Reverend Kennehbrew delivers
MOrning mess age. Pastor Clayborn offered the invitation to Christian B scipleship or recommitrment.

At the 10:50 service, thers was the blessing of Xavier Rembert joining the
church. Additionally Pastor Claybarn effered prayer for W, Kalon Andersan who will be soan
departing to start miltary service. The 5t Jahn Family was suppertive of these two young men
and their families s they tramsition to another level in their lives.

This service closed inthe acknowledgement of the C hairperson, Mrs. Pamela Whitehead and the
Women's Bay Committee, while focusing on the spirit of worship, commiment and prayerful er
courage ment.
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Pastor's Meditation

VTR e AT T T

Finally, we must have fath, God told Hab
akkuk thatwhile he & waiting, heshould look
around. The proud de not have a right spirit;
but, the just will live by faith. Yes, faith can
mean belief. ¥es, we should believe in God
and in Gods vision for our lives, but believing
only a part of what Habakku & being asked
to do here. When God tells Habakkuk that the
rightecus live by faith, God & telling him that
the rightzous live with a cerdainty! Faith, here,
rmears certainty or firmAess! There E 3 ger

tainty we have to have deep down in ourspir-
it=.

Ta be wiian driven, we have to be cetain
that God B able to biing the vision to pass.
Te be viidn driven, we haveto befirmin our
love for God. To be vision driven, we have 1o
be cerain that God saved us and called us.
Tea be viian driven, we have to be firm in
hewd wie live for God, Te be vision diven, we
have to be firm in our praisel That & how
Habakkulk ends: " Though the fig tree doesn't
blessam and no fruit B on the vines, though
the produce of the olve faik and the fields
yield na foad, though the flock B cut off from
the fold and there & na herd in the stalls, yet |
il rejoice in the Lord; | will exult in the God
of my sahlation. God, the Lord, iz my

strength, he maces my feet ke the feet of a
deer, and makes me tread upon the
heights” (Habad ue 3017190 When we have
faith, when we are cetain about the God who
gave us a vision, when we have firmness that
says, "God will do what Geod promis es,” we
can bless Ged at alltirmes. Inseasan and out
ofseason, we can give Godtharks!

Let'sbe wision driven!!!!

5hYS

Fall Revival

. el VTam v of |

moderm age of spontaneity and "potta have it
right noww attitudes”, people rush sa much that
they mis the Word of God and the movement
of God, BRew. D Fry Brown very eloguenth
brought to [ife descriptive pictures of the pards
of the human body and their imteraction and
dependency on each other. Allthe pars of the
body ascribe to the awesomenesss of Gods cre
ation.

She noted that in the holding pattern of despair
moments, persons are encouraged to hold on
to their hope in Jesus: Do not et circumstanc-
&5 immobilze, listen for Gods voice, and then
spedk to the situations. Speak life to dry bones!
Darkness gives way to light when "hope” ap
pears.. I persons |lsten for and ta the voice of
Gad, they can have "hope’.

Werse 12 of Chapter 37 reminds one that God
will open up their graves and bring them up,
Thiz resumrection hope s in Jesus and not “owr
shuff', or athers. Mot anly will Jesus restare
souls (Psalms 23:3) but He will restore, renew,
and revive the joy of our salation (Psalm
51123, " God be far us, whe can be against
w7 |f ene lsters o the wolce of God, they
can have HOPE!

The great hymn of the chuwch, "My Hope Is
Built" by Edward Kote summarized Br. Fry
Brown's sermon for the final night. Cne &an
overcome anything when they have HOPE in
Jesus. Victory is not something to just sing
aboul, but hew ane lives in Christ.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you tust in Him, so that you may
averflow with hope by the power of the Haoky
Spint {R emans 1513},

Seeking New Members

The Pastor's Aid Board irvites members of 5t
Johnto join their board. If you are interested in
being a part of the minstry of sewice to the
Fastar and hiE family, please contact M=,
-Claire P hil ad elp hia.

The Pastor's &id Board will hald their &ninu-

al Bake sae on November 18, Fterboth the
800 am, and 10:30 a.m. services,
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Breakfast Fellowship Prepares Women for Worship

By Lauretta Teague

On Saturday, October &" the ladies of St. John
AME celebrated a PreWamen's Day Breakfast
hested by the men of St John. The spirt-filled
event brought fellows hip and camaraderie to all
who attended. The theme "Christian Women
Wi aking inthe Light forthe Slary of God' was a

prerequisite for the outstanding presentatiors
thatwere to follow.

The sendice opened with a devotion led by M=
Matie Ezell, followed by greetings from M=,
‘" Pamela Whitehead. A delicious hieakfast was
prepared andserved by the men of St John.

Dr. Thalia Love Brown introduced the first pre-
senter, M, Lester Jones, Regional Wice-
¢ President for Primerica Financial Services. M.
Jones' presentation, Waling wdo Firancial
Freedom , focused on the impertapce of come
pleting @ financial needs analysis to plan for finaneial freedem, His presentation highlighted saving
vermus investing and the power of the Ruke of 72, Planning for personal and family needs was pre-
sented. Mostimportantly, he emphasized that women should recognize that life isurance and other
imvestment andfor saving vehicles are critical for successful life planning. He stated "we don't plan
to fail, we fail to plan” Wemen need to empower thens elves to understand and manage their finar
cial resources, The presentation was excellent and very well received.

fre. Mary Rankin, with her gift of creatiity, had the ladiez fo do & soul-sharing mament, Women =g
lected wards such as prayerful and empowerment, among many others, for dscussion at theirtakles.
The activity allowed them to reflect and even find support from one another a they shared experi
ences through conversations.

fvle, Karmen Latimore and hs, Nina Jehnson introduced a church-based
community service project, Souls F Soles. Requests weere made for da-
nations of new orslighly used shoes forwomen, children, and mento be

distributed to undeveloped countries. The requestwas for local contribu
tions as well

"Healimy for the Help Mest: Shongholds for the Saosrhood"was the top
iz of the presentation given by guest speaker, M=, Arianne Price.  Ari-
- anne's presentation was powerful and thought: proveking as she focised
- on several areas: stongholds, how stronghelds are created, and four (<)
. core values (friendliness, openness, honesty, and taking to God), She
expounded on these points in dealing with bitterness: keeping a clean
heart hefore God and rman, (goto a praver closet and meditate on Psalm
{51}, be honest with 'God about pain and, with an apen mind and heart,
allowy the Lord to keep ones relationships aligned to His will; tryto keep a
" tharkful countenance, and treat each other as sisters (Proverbs 13:20,
Proverbs 27 5-5, and Ecclesiastes & S-10%.  She oted these scriptures
in her presentation: Genesis 1 28-28, Genezis 3, Ephesians 8:11-20, 2
Carinthiars 10:4, Ephesians < 31-32, and Matthew 718, Arianne was

no surprise to those who know her presemtations. She & akvays spirtual, honest, exuberant, and
Gad led.
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Team Cayhom on Day 4

Revival at Fellowship

M |J1.'.'.'|'.||'.|I_.'.'|'.II FLTI |

showed up expecting Jesus, Because she
pressed her way, she was healed instanty.
Jdarius was in the same crowd and alsoin need
of healing for his daughter. Even though his
need was temporarily interrupted by the wome
an with the iBsue of blood, he did not give up,
He confinued to expect a blessing. Lkewise,
believers must be prayeful and tnest God to
meet them at the point ef their need. o not be
fopled by the delay, "Jesus |5 on His Way to
Your Hause”

On Tuesday, Pastor Glavbom preached fram
the sermon topic “4n Etude on Faith." The
soripture was Mark 101225, During the ser
man, the defintion of the word "etude" was giv-
en and the emphass was on the repetitive and
increasing difficulty which results in improve-
mentfbette rment That &, the more one practic-
&5, the betterthey became. Thi is not ttue just
in music buf in the practice of one's fath: The
sermon was an inspired ‘etude iself on the
necessity. of preparation for and practce in
one's faith, following the examples set forth in
the selected s cripture.

Team Clayborn preached from Mark 5§ on the
final night of revival, The sermonwas entitled
"Ga Home" They spoce of the encountar the
demanpossessed man had with Jesus and
compared the demons in his body to the life
experiences of vicinms of abuse. They akao
compared the deliverance of the man to deln-
grance that 5 avallable to all who accept Je
sus. Just a5 the man was instructed to "go
home" after he was delivered and to E1 his
friends what the Lord had dome, believers are
to rezpand |kewise whenthey have been delw-
ered. They rmustwali with their head high and
people will be amazed when they see the
change and see the newly delwvered person
doing whatJesus told themto de.

This four day experience was a blessing to the
members of Fellowship, 5t Jehn and the come
munity, God used these preaching vessek ta
teach, irspire, and eneaurage all who attended.
Thark you, Pastor Clayhorn and R ev. Sheri, for
“stretching beyond your comfort zone" and al
lewing God to use you in a powerful way to
bless others.

“The Unhappy

Benchwarmer’
Ashort storyhy Paulete Bargan

That choir sounds bad thik moming, Max
theught while sitting in church. | sould have
dane better, but | don't have fime. Ako chair
practice i the same night a5 my favarite T"ul'
show. The ishers really look fired today. |

can't believe its the same people every Sun
day, They asked me to join but | don't have
time to be bothered with standing and smiling
all duting service. That Just makes my back
|'||.rr1'., | weor hard all week and | desemve tore
lax an Sunday, | would e to be an.offizer, but
na-one ever aks me. | wondet whyT They did
ash me to-read mtinupur!_ far Sunday marn-
ing sErvice rtul:l them to firel sl}rrr:' one EEE.

Why can't they just be-satisfied with my offer
ing? Thats all the preacher wans amway,
And if he thinks I'm going to tithe, then he is
very wiong. | wok too hard to be gh.frn'g all my
money to church, Beside 'H'Ii'l' new suitthat'|
pwant ta wearn next Eun:[q iz Hal]lng my name,
but | seem to be a little shart. qf,fulj:l-m s ak
ways |he thatl | never seem to have enough
money to do everything | want, | wender why?

Come to Bible Studid Why? | thought that was
the purpose of the sermon. | thought good

'51hE]FLﬂ and good prii:h]hg were all | needed.

1 feel like sﬂmlﬂ'llnn & missing In my e, I'm
just not s atisfied. My mom s ays | 5hould pray

fat guidance. Lard, you knaw | just don't have

e time for that Momma says. she prays for
me all the ime, thatshould be enough.

That lady next to me & really ints that prase

thing, She &=o full af joy. Shesaidthatshe is

glad justte be in the house of God. She ook

‘the time to tell me some of the many blessings

the Lord has bestowed upon her. She said
‘giving her tithe and her time serving Him s
st @ small s aorifice, After all He saerificed
HiE enly’ Sonfar our sins. Just Istening to her
andseeing hew happyshe was made me feel
good. | was sosurpised when she asked me

i | had Christ in my fife and, if | wanted, she

would go with me to the altar to have prayer. |
definftely have time for that.

"He toushed me. O He touched me. And O,
thejoy thattouched my soul.”
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St. John's Soup Kitchen
Had a Busy Summer

Uritil You Are Full

After a meal, & Chinese greeting asks "Have
you eaten until vou are ful® It & 1eported that
this pgreeting llkely originated during a time
when food was scarce and many people did
not knows when they would have their nex
meal So, when food was available, twas ad-
visable'to eat until vou were full.

Ax follewers of Jesus, who fed the hungry
(John B:1-12), we
strive 1o help those
who lack adeqguate
physical  mutrition,
That i the mission
of the 5t John
Soup Kitchen. As
we feed the hungry
we share the good
news that our hun-
ger far inner
peace, forghkeness
and hope can be
satisfied by Know
ing Christ the Lord.

=
"__

ﬂ_m,_,,
l{ut:)_#

\ -/

AL BT HEM

The Soup Kichen
Minstry has been
bisy thiEs summer
preparing hiot
meals every third
Tuesday and hag
lunches for the
homeless and needy.  Cwer the past four
months the Kitchen Minigtry has fed four hun-
dred fifty-seven meak. This ineluded First Stap
Homeless Sheler and the D swntown Rescue
Mission. Many have stopped by the church o
be fed.

Thanks  to those servartworkers and those
who give to feed the hungry in our community
tice monthly.

"The human mind plans the way butthe Lord
directs the steps” Proverks 16:0

“I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me
shall newver hunger, and he who believes in Me
shall never thist” John 535

Appreciation

L v e e e )

Patar Clayborn. He concluded his remarks
with & soul stirring rendition of "l Wen't Com-
plain” The gelebration concluded with a delk
ciows fellows hip meal at Grille 28,

Sk wael Highe, Fastor Clamon and tie Rew, Gackon

Many tharks go to Steward Abkiegail Hugine,
chairperson, and her committes, and the 5t
John family for & joyous appreciation eelebra
tion for St. John's beloved Clayborn family.

SR Sl - R h

Church School
Book Club

D?S:u!!imn Dite_ 17 November 2012
. A0:00 AM.—11:30 AW,
igs'g ;muﬂmnnmr H!rH Fi.hundi Mn‘iﬁ'ﬂ[h‘t

Samaria has hlr.ﬂiht;: set an ETEE_lﬂI' Pres-
ton, Asu ceessfulsurgenn Who has the bankroll
she nu:h-' to keep het in the ﬁ"E!EJ! ‘to which
she & accustomed, Although he & manied,
Samaria would not et hat get in hm way, S&
rmaria joins Meww M’u:u Christian Chureh ta
close to Gregony's wite, Angelina. Angelin-
a's life i filled with a successful carees and
busy ministry waotk. When Samaria thinks she
has it all figured nu’t, she finds I!I'Hi!lf drawn to
_ﬂ.n;e[mllﬁ kindness. Will she be able o camy
out hel plan after she finds hmzﬁ“u'aminu far
‘the one thing she's never had. e friendship
of awoman?
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Pre-\WWomen's
Day Breakfast

A v e g A

Thesessions closed with s pecial presentations
by Mes. Carol Ball and a Sisters United Prayer
Wal led by M. Pearlean Myhand. R eversnd
Sherl Clayborm gave elosing remarks

Thamhe to 2l the women of S Joln who
manmed and prepaned an oulstand ing progias
af sizterhood, kave, and fellonwshio. You are al

apoveciated

-~ Electronic AMEN

The AMENewnsletter & available inelee
tronmic form.  If yeu prefer to receive an elec
tronic copy of the newsletter, please notfy the
church at stjohnamehi@acl. com.

Transportation Available
for AAMU Students

The 5t John AME Church bus will pick up ste
dents from AAMU on Sundays at each dorm
priar to 10:30 a.m., and pick up students &t the
Knight Center between 10020 a.m. and 10030
a.m. Students may also call the church office
at 288-534- 3355 tosecure a ride to St John an
Sunday.

Lay Roundup Luncheon
December 8, 2012

Sth District
Empowerment
Workshop

Spomsored by
the Connectional Lay O ganization
hdrs. Edith Cartledge,
CLO Director of Lay Activities

Cir, Willie G, Glaver, CLO President

daEnuary 18-19, 3013

St Paul AME Chureh (S mithfield) Birmingham

300 4th & aurt Narth Birmingham, AL 35204

FRIODAY, JANLIARY 18T H T:00F M
Preacher: Pastor Parick Claybarn

Rev. Ronald D, Sterling, Host Pastor
his. Mary Banks, Local Lay President

Oy, Whayman B. Shiver, Ji., Lay Conferenee

Prezident; Northwest C onference
k. \feranica Wiley, Lay Epscopal Disfrict,
Director of Lay Activities
Mr. Jarnes C. Banner, Lay Eplscopal Distr et
President

hrs, Arele B Dave, WS Supervear

Sepfant Bishop James L Dayis,

A, PO
o R =S Fresiding Prelate
Fed v Al members are invited te a Lay Roundup on
" I’ '_IIF:_ :.' b Saturday morning, December Sth. The key- Registiation: $25.00
1 'l'i = I_}.r_:f_:;::' n-_:-te spea_ker will be Ms. Tamara Bonner, First {Deadline Deeember 15, 2013
S “Wice President, Narthwest Conference Lay Or-
e ganization.

Ma e checks payabletothe
The purpese of this event 5 1o bring together
church members who are interested and com-

mitted to active: involvement within the local
and connectional church.

Eth Dstrict Lay Cr ganization

Feport registation funedsto

Lurich will be provided. For more information St Johrs Lay Organization
af questions, please contact Cassandra Ingram
at 256 8378545  or  Maeola Peoples @t

258 5346276,
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Parent Wisdom

By vanessa Glowver

«—r .pﬁ-: _n:::-r_-uﬁ- -::-j; rn#n-rﬁ._n!:'
rfies srnacedistarticorr: rrany Facezrse, fre

caccoprrcalile dve vhizg sighic,
€ I CIITT>, reeey strecriagelfe, cavecd rveeey

= recfcerrsae [
 Ftwewlies RER e

Psalm 1814 5 often recited a8 & companent of the Call to Worship, One of the most important
things ta remember & that words and hearts should be synchronzed. The ward meditation, accord
ing to The Maser Sudy Bible, denotes a ealling to mind, pondering upon, egorrelating to ang's own
Iife and an act of worship leading to spiritual renewal Whether positive or negative, nonverbal conr
munication is wery powerful. What f one could not' speak a word, what would their [fe s ay to oth-

ers—in particular to children who are watching?Would anyvone know something i different™ Would
the children know the difference™

So as paremts, wards and heart are direcily linked to the life that & porrayed. Use words that are
uplifing, empowering, and epcouraging, not werds that are out of anger, or eriticize of put down,
Words are to benefitthe hearers, even the childien. There will be tirmes when words are strang for
correction, but clearlythe words aned heart are connected to feelings and affectons which are the
center of parents’” moral and spiritval lite, Corsider for @ moment the meouwth & used to communi
cate—out ofthe abundance of the heart the mouth speais, "confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
C hrist” Blessings and cursing out of the same mouth; these things ought not to be. (Ref. Luke &:45,
Romans 10:8-10, James 3:8-10) Parents must be wvery careful with their words. 1 Samuel 18:7c
(MW states "Ian looks atthe outward appearance, butthe Lord looks atthe heart”

The heart = where God does His work in individuak—the heart is wherethe Word of God i sown—
theheart & the place of spiritual surgery, where rekith, renewal, resteration, and regeneration take
place; where the senses of conscience to dscern good and evil develop, Matthew 15:18-12 (MIW)
states "But the things that come out of the mouth come frem the heart, and these make a man
‘unclean For out ef the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, fake
testimany, slander” What God expecits of parents & to be clearin the words they use and how they
uze them. Alkhough, there are no perfect parents, they can bring "great” Slory to God by des iring the
sincere milk of the Word of God thatthey may greww and begin the progess eftruespiritual renesal
of their heart Not onby should parents search God's Word, but Gods Woerd also searches them.
Pzalm 138: 2324 states "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And zee fthere be any widted way inme, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (KW

Frayer: "0 what peace we often forfeit O whatneedless pain we bear, all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.” Lord, in evenghing we give thanks; the good, the bae, and the ughy, We
present our reguests and petitions unto you, O Lard our Great Intercessar; that'the Peace of God
trars cends our children's challenges and concems that they face; knewing that Yeu, O God, are at
ways woaking on their behalf. Lord, sharpen their focus; give them clear understanding that their
search for purpose 5 a journey not a destination. Lord, strengthen them to grew in character, help
them to grow not just in years, but in @ sound mind and faith in Christ Jesus, AMEN

A= @ Thoughtful Parent: What we dois a product of the heart. What we say i evidence ofwhat lies
within the heart Think of the heat as the womb where all of our actions, atitudes, and words are
conceived "Because of the Lord's great love we are not corsumed, for HEe compassiors newver fail.
They are new every marning; great & the Lord's fathfulness " Lame mtations 2:22-23 (NIW)




St. John A.M.E N,

Ocmwober 2012

Page 15

Church School Lesson Overview — November 2012

The Church School reviews for this month
were written by Kenneth Parham,

Movember 4, 2012

Lessan Title! Taling & Stand

Lesson Seripture: Acts 2523-26:32

Print: Acts 26:19-32

Devational Songs: 324, #2772, and #2443

Hey Yerse: [Paul) said, "l am not mad, most
noble Festus; but speak forth the words of
truth and soherness” (Acts 25.25)

FPaul stands before King Agrippa; after he pre-
zented a similar deferse before Governor Fe-
lee (Aets 24 and to Governar Festus { Acts 25),
Both governors could not find any crime cam
mitted agairst the Roman Empire inthe acou-
satiors. They simply allowed the system to
work by allowing Pauls appeak to go fonmard.

Here, Paul & allowmed to state his case befare
King Agrippa. Paul played to his audience by
associating himself with those who were in
judgment of him. FPauls stately defense is
that (a) all knew of his past; he was born a
Flharses/Roman, (b)) he relentlessly persecut
ed the Christians, (&) all knew of his conver
sion on the road te Damasews and (d) all be-
came aware of Pauls new mission; hat was
to open the eyes. of the lost, to furn the lest
fram dareness to light, to turn those fiem the
pewer af Satan unte God, that they may re-
ceive forgiveness of sirs. Pauls deferse also
included making reference to Jesus' suffering
and being raised from the dead.

Theose who sat in judgment of Paul thought he
iwas insane, His resporse was to continue ta
show that those offering jud grvent kneiw of the
recent past (Jesus’ death and resumrection),
they also knew what weas written by the proph-
ets. Paul cencluded by offering that those
sitting In judgment might be converted, Pauls
trial ended with King Agrippa finding na fault
with Paul. The King wished to set Paul free,
hewwwever, Pauls appeal meantthat King Agrip-
pa hadtosend him to the C aesar in Rome.

Movember 11,2012

Lesson Title: Weathernng the Storm
Lesson Scripture: Scts 27 :1-44

Primt: Aets 27:33- 44

Devotional Songs: #4437 #2588, and #243

Hey Yerse "Andso it came fo pass, that they
escaped all safe to land” (Acts 27 40,

Based an accourts noted in Ack 27, the vop
ageto Rorme was treacherous due tothe rough
seas (hurricane season and near wintertime),
Paul attempted to persuade both the centurion
thead solider in charge of the prsoners) and
the captain of the ship not to set sail, but they
el not listen. Further along the weyage they
encountered more bad weather. Paul noticed
that none an board the vessel had eaten before
setting off and that they would not get an op
portunity anytime soon to do so hecause they
were monitoring the ship's sea worthiness.
Paul realzed the s tuation and the mood of the
men on board and offered an opportunity for
hope by declaring that "last night an angel of
the God ta whom | belong and wham | serve
stood beside me and said, 'Da not be afraid,
Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and
God has graciowsly given you the lives of all

whao sail with wou," So Keesp up your courage,
men, for | hawe faith in God’ (verses 23237,

Cin the fourteenth day of the Jjourney, befare
daybreak, the sailors had devised a plan to
escape the ship but did not go through with i
after being warned by Paul. Paul also con
vinged all to take nourEhment He. again
calmedthe men on the ship by reminding them
that no one would persh if they all stayed on
the ship. Paul blessed the food and the men
all ate until they were cantert. Itis noted that
afterward, the men threw all remaining faod
overboard to lighten the ship,

Finally, land appeared inthe near distance and
the =ailors agreed to beach the ship on the
land. However, the ship struck a sandbar and
proceeded no closer to land, Al decided to
abandon ship and swim to share. The saldiers
guarding the prscnes wanted ta kill the prean-
ers to prevent their escape but through the
calmness that Paul displayed throughout the
journey, the centurion persuaded the soldiers
to not go through with their plan, thus ensuring
Faulwould not suffer any harm. All made it to
land unharmed and no prisoners escaped.

This reviewer notes that sametimes in life God
may not cause the external forces to cease but

FLAaiRaAE ol e Jd Al
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Church School Lesson Overview — November 2012

L e v e e 1 )

irstead He will allowe an inner peace to calm
the storms of life.

Nowvember 18, 2042

Lesson Title; Ministering Through Faith
Lesson Scripture: Acts 28:1-10

Print: Acts 23:1-10

Tentative Devational Songs: #520; #251; and
#2243

Hey Verse: "Paul entered in, and prayed, and
laid his hands an him, and healed hine (Acts
28:8).

This lessen follows the previows two in relay-
ing the quest of Paul to appeal hs case in
frantof Caesarin Rome.

&z the story continued, the men came out of
the sea onto an Eland called Matta, The is-
landers were very kKind. Upanseeing the men
cold from the waters, a fire was built for
warmth. Paul assisted in getting wood for the
fire. But as he reached for the wood a viper
struch and held ente his hand. The natives,
iwho worshiped idol gods, thought that Paul
was a murderer (having an unclean spirt) and
would die beeause of his encountel with the
snaie. Paul simply removed the snake and
continued his chore. Afier sometime passed,
the Elanders changed thelr minds about their
idol gods, and proclaimed that Paul must be a
god.

The men visited Publius, chief official of the
island and were Welcomed with kindness far
three days. Paul noticed that Publius' father
was sick and in bed suffering with fever and
fiom chysentery, Paul took the opportunity te
pray and lay hands on Publius' father whao inr
mediately recovered, Again being a curious
people, all the island sick came to Paul for
healing. Faor payment of the works of Paul,
the Elanders provided the men allthe supplies
they needed when they were ready ta contine
ue their journey to Rome. Pauls enceunter
with the people of Malta alleswed Paulto acton
the command of Jesus; that i, to spread the
Gospel and salation througheut all nations.

Nowember 18, 20912

Lessaon Title: Mnistering Through Faith
Lezson Seripture: Acts 28;1-10

Print: Acts 22:1-10

Tentative Devotional Songs: #5520, #2571, and
#2443

Hey “erse: "Paulentered in, and prayed, and
laid his hands an him, and healed him" (&t
2E.

Paul arived in Rome and had his appeal
heard. HE audience was the Jewish leaders.
Paul opened a decuzsion with them indicating
the reason why he made his appeal to Caesar,
He stated in werses 17-20, " was arrested in
Jenmsalem and handed over ta the Remans.
They examined me and wanted to release me,
because | was not guilty of any crime deserving
death, The Jews objected, 5o | wa compelled
to maie an appealto Caesar. | certainby did not
intendtokring any eharge against my own peo-
ple. Far this reaon | have asked to see you
andtak with you. It 5 because of the hope of
Israel that | am boundwith this chain.”

The respense fram the Jewish leaders indicat-
ed that they had notreceived a letter friom Juwr
dea nol had they heard anything bad about
Paul. But the leaders in Rame knew that all
throughout were speaking againstthis new cult,
The Jewish leaders wanted to hear from Paul,

Paul explained the kingdom of God, and from
the Law of Meses and fram the Prophets he
fried to persuade them abowt Jesus. Some
were convinced and others were not. Pauls
final statement was from kBaiah — "they willsee
and hear but will not believe, the gospel will e
given to the Gentiles who will listen”,

Without the grace of God to epen people's un-
derstandings, they would ke a the Jewish
leaders who were not convinced. Believers
should rejoice that the salvation of God & sent
to others, who will receive. #t; and if they are of
that number, should be thankful to Him wha
hath made them to differ. Paul kept to his prin-
ciple,” to know and preach nothing but Christ
and His erucifizion.” Christians, when tempted
from their main business, should bring themr
selves back with these guestions, "In what way
does. this cencern the Lord Jesus™ What ten
deney has it to bring uvs 18 Him, and to keep us
waking in Him™

Paul preached not himself, but Christ, and he
was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, nor
should belisvers be-ashamed.
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Important Dates to Remember

Cctober 16-20, 2012 Nomhwest Alabama Annua Conf erencs
Jdanes Chapel AME. Church, Faifigld, Alabama

Detober 28—MNovember 1, 2012
GHIMF Fall Rewviva , 7:00 PM
First Misionary Baptist Church, Hurtswville, Alabama

MNowember 4, 2012 Daylight Savings Time Bnds—Fall back one hour!

Nowember 56,2012 Election Day—VOTE!

Mowember 3-10, 2012 Minth District Flanning Meging, Enterprise, Alabama

Mowvember 11, 2012 Fifty- Plus Harwest Service

Wowember 17,2012  South Birmingham Huntsiille Bessemer Districd Alanning Meating

Mowvember 22, 2092 Thanksgiving Day

That if wvou confess with your mouth, "Jesus s Lord" and belleve inyour heart
IMNDMJIT that God raked him fromthe dead, you will be saved. Romars 10:8
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Pastor's Meditation
Giving Thanks: Voter |D for the Church

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Th= month our courtry reslected Presidert Barak Obama. |n the midst of the eedion,
much propaganda around voter D abounded, There was growing ssrtiment that this in-
tense focus on vioter ID and voter fraud was an attempt at voler suppression because cas-
es of voter fraud were few and far batween. Many of the-areas under scnutiny and targeted
with vater D adverdizaments are populated heavily with minarities and those of lower eco-
nomic gatus. Recertly, a fiend from Indiana told me that his state hed one of the toughest
vater 1D lawe; yet, there had not heen one case of voter frawd inthe state's history Cedain-
Iv, most Democrats felf that this was & Republican strategy to Hock votes for President
Chama. While this feeling was not a proven fact, one could argue that a trend was emerg-
ing to bolster the daim, Thankfully, a number of courts found these vater ID lawe to be ille-
gitimate.

Reue ® 1d Patrch 0. CHEytoW

&z the political talk around voter |0 swelled, | beganto wonder if there was voter D for
church. What is the oubward sign that a person is a member of the church? Some will say
the public confession of Jesus as Lord and Savior, Others will say baptism . Still others may
=ay tat @ person's name is on a church roll, Some may sugges that a person ==rves a
church by giving time, talent, ortreasure.  There will be others tha wil offer to end the dis-
cuszion wihthe following: a person models her or his life after the life of Jesus, Undoulied-
Iy, the aforemertioned are dl vaid answers. However, if we only =2 one of the signsin a
personinstead of a combination ofmost, we are still let wondering! !

In 1 Thessdonians 516-18, the apodle Paul adds three more signs that are voter (D for
church. [f-one iz a part of church, that one should rejoice, pray and give thanks. | am
amazed at how many people go to church with no sense of joy, Yet, Paul sad to rejoice
always. Furthemmore, he saidthisto a growp of people who were being persecuted for their
fath {1 Thessalonians 213-16). God's will includes our having joy, Jesus wants our joy to
he complete (John 1311 ). Joviznot satisfadion with atraumatic stustion. God knows that
pain hurts us, Godisnot caling us'toignore our pain orto pretend that our pain does not
exd=t. Raher, God warts us to have joy. Jov isthe sentimert that affrms life. Thoss who
have joy kelieve that life iz worth living regardless of ts dreumstances. Joy afirm s hum ani-
ty. Despite what dhers may say about a person's presence, one WwWho has‘joy believes that
she’is fearfully and swonderfully made by God, Joy ultimately afirms God! Those who have

Ll (A i )
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Pastor’'s Meditation

A rawairmnd S g 4

oy knowthe promize tha God will never leave them or forsake them (Hebrews 13:5). There-
fore, they can prodaim with the psalmig that in God's presence there exists the fullness of
joy (P=alm 16:11) Those who have joy may not ke satisfied wih their creumstances, but
theyare sdisfied with God in the mids ofthem!

People who belong to church shoud also be in a congart gate of praver. Paul's admonition
1o pray without ceasing may seem impradical at fird glance. 'With further inspecton, one
may: see that praver is more than just assuming a paticularposgture and wttenng words o an
imvizikle ertity (namely, Gaod). Praver also includes the adivtties of waiting on God and lis-
tening to God. A= .a matter of fact, these should ke the major portions of prayer. More of
praver should ertail listening to God ingdead of talking to God, Paul's requrement now
makes sense pray without ceasing! Ligen to God wihowt ceasing. Wait on God without
ceasing. Without ceasing, make sure your dedsions are in line wih God's wil far your life.
Wiithout ceasing, e vour brother's and vour sigter's keeper. Without czasing, help thoss who
canret help themselves. This is the fullress of prayer, This iz what brings shout transfor-
mation'in the world: We are trd v the church when we pray in this manner

Laslly, the church can only ke the churdh by giving God thanks in all things: Mo, Paul did not
say that we have to give thanks EOR all things; we are to give thanks IN all things. Yes, this
can ke a difficult concept. Howdo we give God thanks when we lose a loved oneto gun vio-
lence? Howdo we give God thanks in the midst of marital drama, fimancid crisis, or heath
izsues? Howdo we gve Godthanks when coworkers lreathe hate toward us? How do we
gve God tharks when we feelthat God is not there? How can we g ve God thanks when life
pulls the mug right owt from wunder: us? Why shoud we give God tharks when, after doing
what God savs do, we are met with moutains of trouble?

Giving thanksto God in troukling times may appear oxymoronic ardl might fee counterirtui-
five., However, giving thanks to God is one of the best resporses to troubling times! Giving
thanks does not negate our rustrations, fears, or hurts, Paul never said not to express our
grief. He saidthat, in addition 1o expressing all of our gther feelings, we shoud give God
thanks in every situaion. As we oy over the loss of a loved one, we should also thank God
for her or his life. Az we strugagle with emotioral | scal, end physical wounds that ensue from
izsues In relationships, inances, and hedth, we must =il give God thanks for the promisss
of emotional, fisca , ard physical heath. God's pranises mean that our meader stuations
gre not our ending places! 1T cowork ers are against ug, we should at least thank God that we
Fave a joh!

Certainy, there-are times when we feel that God ismotthere. Jezsus even felt tha way onthe
cross (Mark 15:34). Yes, there are times in life when we face more trouble atfter obeying
zods word, et in all these things, we must give God tharks. Why? We dve God thanks
because we still have our lives! We give God thanks hecauss God has heen goodto usin
fimes past. God has forgven our sinstime and tme-again. God has blessed us fa eyond
meazure, and whatever situgtion we face iz not beyvond God's: powerl God dessrves our
tranks. God is worthy of ourthank s, Hence | the psalmist commands us o enter God's gates
with thanksgiving.

Az owe enter this Thanksgiving holicay, et us be sure that we lave our voter |D for church,
Be sure to confess Chrigl. Be sure to followHis example. Be sureto live for Him. Be sureto
gerve the church and the community. Be sure to rejoice awevs: Be sure to pray without
ceasing. Be sureto give God thanks in everything Hallelujah
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And are we yet Aive, And see each other'’s Goe?

Sory and praise o Jesus give, For His redeem ng grace.
- Charles Weslkey

The Third Session of the Northwest
Alabama Annual Conference began on
Tuesday afternoon, October 16",
Behop James Levert D avis, presiding
prelate of the Minth Episcopal District,
led the Conference with a spirit that
exemplified the District theme of Re-
kindling Eternal Wiion, Inspiring Wicte
1y Everywhere. (REVIVE) M. Arelis
B. Davis served graciously as Epkco-
pal Supervisor. The conference was
hosted by Jones Chapel AME Church,
Fairfield, Alabama, where the Rewver
end Cleophas Guice was host pastor
and the Reverend Wills Huggirs, Sr,;
wias host Presiding Elder. The Marth-
west Alabama Annual Conference s
comprised of three Presiding Elder
Districts: the South Birmingham Hunts-
wille Bessermer Distriet (of which 5t
John & a3 member), the Birmingham
Florence Tuscaloosa Distict and the
West Birmingham Ensley Greensboro
District:

| HostPastor, the Reverend Guice, leads the Callta Worship |
Following Roll Gall, the Opening YWaor-

ship Service began. The worship leader was Presiding Elder Wills M. Huggins, Sr. Inthe tradition of
African Methodism, the procession ofthe ministers of the Conference and the singing of the Opening
Hyrmn, "And Are We et Alive," mated the start of the Conference. The Northwest Alabama Annual
Corferenee Chair rendered music for this powedul and spirt-filed service and variow minstes in
the C oanference participated in the order of worship, Pastor Clayborm lined the sermonic hymn, "I've a
Message frorm the Lard.”

The Reverend Mashod Bvars, pastor of 5t Jehn AME Church, Birmingham, was honored to bese
lected to preach the &Annual Serman, The sermen text was Mumbes 1226-33 and the serman was
entitled "The Pastars Report.” For pastors, a key moment of the Annual Corference & when they
mak e their wverbal reparttothe Beshop and the members afthe conference. Sfhe gives key statistics
fromthe year and highlights ef the year. The Reverend Evars centered his message on this report
and the fact that he feek there are two reparts; the ane that 5 readfprinted and the repoit of God's
grace that brought pastors to the conference. He compared the pastors repords of the two reports
brought by the Israelite spies who reported to Moses their view afthe land they were fo possess. He
concluded the message by asking a question and guidily arswering that question. "Whose report
will you beliewe™  We shall believe the report of the Lord”

The corference continued an Wednesday morning with the arganization and the setting of confer
ence boundaries. Bshop Davis ledthe Conference Institute thraughout the conference and his focus
weas on highlights of the legislation that was passed at the 2012 General Conference. He noted that
this wias important because chanpges are effective immediately after the General Conference al-
hough &t may be a year befare the revised edition of the Book of Disciofne of #he Afican Methodist

A vl ow pargnr o |
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egate ha:.'. cumplled a ::umrnar'!,r uHhE legislation hlghllghted by Elshnp L avis anl:l it i a\ralla.tlle inthe
church office. The remaindel of the Wednesday maorning session focused on business reports from
the components ofthe Conference.

Pastar Patrick Clayborn was the preacher for the Moon Day Service on the 17, The sermaon was
entiled "Fods Centradictiors” and the text was Luke 23:38-43. Hespoke of life's contradictions a
well & contradictions in the Bible. Pastar G lagborn stated that one must have "contradictory faith” by

' helieving in God even when it seems God & absent, He emphasized that contradictary faith leads to
transformation, God blessed Pastor Claybornte deliver a powerful message.

The afternoon session was devoted to Pastor's B eporks, The evening service was a s ervice of song

and prase, coordinated by the Reverend Charles Marie Davis, Soloists included the Reverend
Charles Marie Davis, Sister Patricia Smith (Mot est Alabama WIMS President);, Siter Nadia Burks
Hopson, Selectiors were alsorendered by Grant Chapels Women's Chair.

The Thursday, Octaber 18", bisiness session began with mere discussion on the legislature of the
eneral Conference, Mare Pastor's REpurls were read during this mornings. business session. Pas-
tol Claybomm made his first
Pastor's Report and was
A supported by Rewv. Sheri,
Pitriu:k I, delegate Medra

b lManica Dllllhunt and ower
twenty (200 members of the
St. Jehn congregation. Pas-
tar Clavhorn listed amaong the
highlights of the conference
vear the addition of the Moan
Bible Study and the premisr
of Friday Might Live. The del
| egate reiterated the impact of
the addition of the Moon Bi
o ble Study as well & the over
all growth through the dy-
namic teaching and preach-
= - - ing of Pastor Clavbam. She
noted that the pastor has given the church, and particularly the officers, a reading list. The delegate
expressed appreciation to Behop Davis for the appoimtment of Pastor 2layborn and called it an
"Ephesiars 320 appaintment” She ashed farthe returm of Pastor Clayborn and Presiding Elder Al
len. Bishop Davie commended the church and Pastor Claybom on the transition and the workd that
had been done this conference yearl. He ako acknowledped the strang feundation that was laid by
the forty years of service of the Reverend Doctar Homer MaGall at St John, Hunts ville.

The preacher for the noon day service on the 18" was the Reverend Chris Hamet Hamlin, pastor of
Calvary Baptist Churchin Birmvingham. Pastor Clayborn was the worship leader for this service. The
sermon was entitled "Don't Doubt .. Believe” with text fram Marke 11,

Afternoon reparts included the Board of Examiners Report-and additional Pastor's Reports. Douring
this session the Daniel Payne Legacy Village report was made and ever 537,000 was rased during
this session for the Daniel Payne project. Before the Corference ended on Saturday, the total rased
exceeded $0,000. (See Col. Heyward f vou are interested in financially supporting this praject.)

) Svd v e 3
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The Sons of Allen Service was held on Thursday evening. The preacher was the Reverend Lewi
Billups. Thesermon was entitled "We MustMaie a Change” with textfrom 2 Kings 7. The preacher
roted that the subtitle far his message Wwas "Why Sit¥ife Here Until'We Die? Because of a faming In
the land, the men in the text assesszed their siuation and determined that they had te make a
change. Befare they got there God had already “fixed it" Lkewise believers need o assess their
situation, seek God, and mace the change that He haz already planned for them.

The Friday, Octaber 19th, morning session included more Pastors’ Reports and the Mineterial Effi
cigney Report. This report included the approval of the request of the Reverend Robert B, Herefard
for superannuated status (retirementy, The Conference ako accepted the invitation from 5t Mark
AME Church, Tuscaloasa, to hostthe next Morthwest Alabama Annual Conference.

The preacher for the Ordination Service was the Rewverend Doctar Harry Seawright, pastor of Union
Bethel AME Church in Brandywing, Maryland, The sermon text was Matthew 16 and the serman
was entitled "Living a Life that Counts.” He stated that there is nothing lke waking up and knawing
the purpose of life and knowing Ged i in full control, He gawe four recommendations for "Living a
Life that Counts.” 1) B ead the Bible every day because God will speak through His Ward, 2% Pray,
Frayer changes things. 3) Invest in the kingdom and abey God. 4 Have an attitude of gratitude. Alt
hough the ordination sermon's focus B on persors being ordained, thE message was an encour-
agermeant ta all. The Reverend Wirginia Richardson, Allen Temple, Bessemer, was. ardained Local
Deacon duting this service.

The Friday Night Service was led by the Morthwest Alabama Conference Lay Organization, D
Wayman Shriver,Jr, is the conference president. The focus of the service was informing pesors of
the struggle for voter rights and the importance of all persons participating in the election process. A
dramatzation was used to deliver the mess age.

Saturday, October 20", was the final day of the conference. The YPD service was the fist order of
the day. Young people paricipated in this service efsong and dance. Wallace FParham represented
5t John and was elected Financial Secretary of the Conference YPD. Church School was conduct
ed by the Conference Church School officers and teachers. This ses=zion gave attendees a prewview
of the lesson forthe fallowing Sunday.

The Conference Memaorial C ormmittee led a mewing memorial service that recognized ministers whe
tramsitioned frem labar te reward during the Conference year.

The Closing Weorship began with an upbeat processional of ministers of the conference and the
singing of the hymn of prase, "S@anding On the Premises’. The Gonference Choir again pravided
music far the serwvice and variows ministers of the Conference paricipated in the arder of senvice,
The preacher for the closing service was Bishop Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr,, Senior Bishop of the C hristian
Methodist Episcopal Church. The message was entitled " The Testimarny of ‘@ Preacher” with tesxt
fram 2 Corinthians 128- 10, This message equipped the ministers of the conference to return to their
res pective congregations for another year of service.

The Annual Conference concluded with the commissioning service. 5t John welcomes bads Pastor
Patrick Clayborm and Presiding Elder Oliver &llen, The delegates 1o this Anndal Conferenee were
Medra McDaniel and Moniga Rillihunt (atternatel

i et ug tave up e crogs T we the cronn obiain |
And gladly eckon all hings loss, S50 we s ay Jesus gain.
- Charles Wesley
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Third Morthwest Annual Conference Anchored

in Powerful Opening and Closing Messages
By The Rewversnd Chares Glowr

Behop James L. Bavie and Superwisor Arelis B. Da-
vis led activities of the MNorthwest Alabama Annual
Conference. The Third Session of the M ortheves t An-
nual Conference was hosted by Jones Chapel Afr
can hMethodist Episcopal Church, Faifield, Alabama,
where the Reverend Cleopha Guice & pastar and
the Rewverend Willis Huggins, Sr,, Presiding Elder,
The historic Parker High School was the site for the
Opening and Closing Services

The Cpening Annual Sermon wes delivered by the
Reverend Mashod A. Evans, Pastor of Saint John
AME Churgh, Birmingham, Alabama. The sermon
text was from Numbers, Chapter 13, werses 30-31,
with a subjest of "The Pastars Report’. Reversnd
Evars opened by stating "k is good to be here for we
have traveled near and far to be paricipants in the
Annual Corference and to give reports of the Pas-
tors’ stewardship and leadership of thei respectve
| eongregations, but even more so fo give God praise

Fresiding Elder Dill

ard and Bshop Davis, during opening worship

and glory for ancther church year” He further stated
that for same it was another vear of successes, but

for others, a year of overcoming challenges. God has blessed those assemhbled to come together
and be witnezsses one to another proclaiming, "And are we yet alive” and able-to see gach other's
faces, ane more time.

The Rewverend Evans alluded to the fact that there will be pastoral reports of accomplis hments for
the church year, howewver, thisreport is limied. Pastors have corme with more than enereport. One
repart & comprised of numbers and ether doctinal functional requirements, while'the other report &
one of God's merey and grace that has been with each pastor and church hody for the conference
veal, Al come with that "which-s" and that which "ought-te- be"”. The Reverend Evans very elo-
quently stated that God does not akways call the gualified, but rather, qualifies those He calls. Many
biblical examples were named toinclude Moses, who possessed astuttering impedimert. The Rew-
erend Evans explained that the people In the text were free, but physically in the middle of the de
sert. Twe varging reports of observation were given. Joshda and Caleb eame with a good repart of
a land flowing wiith mik and honey. The other spies came with another repart of giants being in the
lamd and their inability ta mentally comprehend and process God's provision already given to them.

The Reverend Evans stated that segments of society have decided 1o stay in the wilderness rather
than go into the promise land. This & one of the primary reasons persons have lack in their lives,
Some have gotlen comfortable in the wilderness, too impotent to lead, and too arrogant to follow
God's direction far their Ives. Maybe, just maybe, they have heard and believed the wrong report.
He noted that preachers and congregations have to be trarsformed by the renewing af their minds
io Gods purpose and direction for their lives, in spite of what the cument circumstances may be
f{Romans 12:2), i the report s not good yel God & not finished with shaping and molding far His
purpose and service, "Eyes have not seen, not ear heard, neither has entered into the heart of rman,
the things which God has prepared forthem that love him." {1 Corinthiars 2:8) The Reverend Evans
closed by sumimarzing the great contributions former patriarchs and matriarchs made in overcoming
great struggles such as the Civil Righe Moverment and the Underground R ailroad. Harrigt Tubman

i e drasd o i T
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of 8
Preacher”

Third Northwest Annual Conference Anchored
in Powerful Opening and Closing Messages
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kepta pistol in her puse and was so determined to pursue the “freedom call that she bhecame
known for saying, "ou can be freeinthis life orthe nest ong”, When you hear the dogs, "keep rur
ning”. The wotk of the ministry may cause hurt and pain, but "keep running”. Keep running for Je
sus toward a purpose and destiny in Jesus,

He concluded by aking, "Whese report will you belisve?' (Isaiah 53:1) And he arswere d with "We
shall helieve the “reporf’ of the Lord! Let God use vou lke He made you!” This message set the
tone for the Pastas’ Reports thatwould be given throughoutthe Conference.

The Conference returmed to Paloer High School en Saturday, Oetober 20th, forthe Closing and
Commissioning Warship Service. Presiding Elder Olwver Allen was the Warship Leader. Proclama-
tion of the Ward was delivered by BEhop Thomas L. Hoyt, Bshap for the 7" Epkcopal District of the
Christian Methodist Epecopal Church, BiEhop Hoyt opened by giving a background of his roots at
Paik er High Schoolwhere he went for one yearand his wife wentfor 3 years. He began by singing
the old-fashioned hymn “Shine On Me. Let the Light fiom the Lighthouse, Shine on Me” His text
was 2 Corinthians 2; 8-10, with asubject of " The Testimom of a Preacher”, He began by laying the
feundation for the k ey paink of the message as he described Paul's ministry. There was no question
about Pauls devolion to Christ; howewer, Paulwas not always appreciated. Paulis disturbed in this
I letter as those inthe church were questioning His authority. Pastors should understand that there
will abvays be persons who question leadership. The Behop may appoint a pastor at a church, but
s/he cannotkeep the pastorthere. The pastor has to earnthe people’s trust People can change by
the power of God, Bihop Hoyt then posed the question, "What did Christs wak cost Paul and
"wou'? People have astrange tendency to not appre ciate what they do not pay to receive:

The preacgherthen focused an the following three (3) points.

1 A'servart” 5 worthy of his hire. Pastos and leaders in &8 church have to know or learn to
“receive’ as well as "give’. Paul was @& witness that God always provides, He was flogged,
stoned almest to death, shipwrecked, all because of his heavenly vision and call to Christ. Suf
ferings enable one to @ inte the plight af the less fortunate. Glory in tribulation for it works pa
tience and hope. Sincere pastors have tospend time with their congregants and suffer when
they suffer and hurtwehenthey hurt, Take care of the needs of the people. Preachers are called
to fight against injustices. Stop taking and take an active resolve to help the blind (those not
knowledgeable of Satan's devices). Stormrs bring an increase in sensitivity to God's movement..
The miniEtry brought Paul suffering for Christs sake,

2) The Lord alweys wolks in conjunetion with the vision "He gives” Take the Lord at His Word
and do not rest on “feelings” or"emotiors”. Stop locking for or expecting a "pat-on-the head” for
toing what is supposed to be done. Paul prayed three (2) times for e thorm to be released.
"God may noteome "when youwant, or "how' youwant, but He 'will ceme in HE own timing.”

I Onply God can provide a "cure” for sire and shodcomings, when a person seeks "healing”. He
provides a permanent solution to temporary societal ills. Even though one may have o exper
ence a mytiad of difficulties and challenges in life, God s a deliverer and s true to His Ward { all
His promises), Stand solidly and be tharkful for what God has already done, for He promisedto
"never leave us or forsake us." Heis "EmmanuelGod |5 with us",

This poverful message concluded an outstanding corference and prepared ministers and lay to re

turr ta their lacal ghurches for another conference year.

T30, preach My gospel," saith the Lomd . "Bid the whole eanth My grace eceive
Explain to them Wy secred word | 8id them believe, obey, and fve.”
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A Veteran Speaks on the Meaning of Veterans Day
By Clifton lviller

Ako | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall | send,
and who will go for us™ Then said |, "Here am [ send me.”

- l=aiah BB (KIV)

Like sa rmany of my fellow veterans, we heard the call for service
ta our nation and our fellow man and we arswered that call with a
resounding, "Send me, 'l gal™ Lke many of you, military service
was not a part of my bovhood dieams and aspiratiors. Thatwas
something my ancestors and relatives did and was not for me.
But when the call came we picked up our rucksacks, weapons

and gas masks and moved out swiftly, And today we wear the
title of veteran.

What & a wveteran and who are they? The digtionary defines a
weteran a& 3 person who served in the armed forces of a country,
especially in ime of war. They are much more than that. They are

VETE RAN S D 4 people of all races, colors and creeds. They are your spouse,
i s significant other, mom, dad, Iftle sister, big brother, uncle, aunt,

W % ok %k &k %k % %k & & v & & & cousin, church member, deceased relative, friend, cowork er, pas-
tor, son, daughter and much more. Most of all they are patriofic

Aanericans who have accepted the callte duty in the military ser-

H'DND RING ALL vices of these United States of America and have served honora-
WHO SERVED bly for the cause of freedom that wee all enjoy today, whether we
served or not They are the ones who endured wai, loneliness,

WwWww.va. .oV danger, hard work, separation fram family, friends and so much
more to ensure that thie nation and other natiors would become

and remain free o all can enjoy the freedom of livingfree; raising

o : Ty, ourfamilinfreedem and warshipping our &od in freedom:
d@@®mE®E® o v Pring

It was the veterars who gave up their pesonal freedam for you
and me, Therefore, we swe-them our thanks for & job well done.
We owe them our commitment te ersure that at a minimum, every weteran and their families, who
ak o sacrificed, are able to enjoy all the rights and privileges due to them as citizens of these United
States of America, Akp, to honorthese who gave so much, we have a duty to vote and be a part of
the poltical process as se many of us did on Moevember & 2012, And what a blessing the results of
that election had for all Americars, especially African Americans. We the people were ableto return
an African &merican to the White House as President and Commander-in-Chief of these United
States of America forfour more years. To God bethe Glory!l And &= President Barack Obamasaid
during his vietary spgech, "The Best s yet to come!”

S0 on this Weterans Day 2012 or sometime shortly thereatter, | encourage each of you to take a few
moments of your precious fime, find a veteran and simphly say to him or her, thank you for yourser-
vice and shate their hand, give them a hug, or both, | can assure you that will mean more tothem
than anything elkeyou will ever dofor them.

May God continue to bless vou, God bless our veterans and God bless these United States of Amerk
Ga,

Chifloin Miter iz a veleran with 20 ears and 12 days of My Sendoe with tie United Stakes Amy, from which
he redred a5 a Maor. He s cwrendly em ployed with Rise: Feal Edtak as an Associate Broker and the sake of
Alabama as am Alabam a Real Estate Ch mamvissoner,
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Pre-Thanksgiving
Bake Sale

Thank you forsupporting the Annual Bakesale
that was held oan Meovember 18, after both the
B:00 am.and 1050 a.m. services.

Lay Election
Announcement

An exeellent opportunity for service now pre
sents iselfwith election of officers for the 5t
John AMECD Lay Organization. Please be
come a member today and velunteerte sere
as - a Lay Organization officer. Pesitions open
are as Presidert, 1% Vice President, 2™
Yice President, Recording Secretary, As
sisgtart Recording. Secretary, Tressurer,
Chaplain, Parliamentarian, Director of Lay

Activities, and Young ALduit Representa
tive.

Al nore clergy are Lay, Selfnominatiors are
welgomed, Comtact Dr. Lee E. Williars, || at
255-850-1.332 or by e-mail at Willialeuwah.edu
to nominate yourself erbecome a Lay Crgank
zation member, We need your suppart in
body and inspirit. The harvest & plentiful, but
the wakers are few,

The election will be held a Mowvember 28th
meeting,

Lay Roundup Luncheon

December 8, 2012
12 00p m.
5 5 Hemdud Fellowship Hall

Al members are imvited to a Lay Roundup on
Saturday moarning, December 8th. The key-
note speaker will be Ms, Tamara Bonnetr, First
“Wice President, Mofhwest Cenference Lay Or-
ganzation.

The purpose of this ewent & to bring together
church members whe are interested and com-
mitted to active invelement within the local
and connectionalochurch,

Connectional Lay
Empowerment
Worksho o

spomsored by
the Connectional Lay O ganization
hdrs. Edith Cartledge,
CLO Director of Lay Activities

Cir, Willie G, Glaver, CLO President

daEnuary 18-19, 3013
St Paul AME Chureh (S mithfield) Birmingham
300 4th & aurt Narth Birmingham, AL 35204

FRIDAY, JANLARY 18T H T:00P M

Preacher: Pastor Parick Claybarn

Rev. Ronald D, Sterling, Host Pastor
his. Mary Banks, Local Lay President
Oy, Whayman B. Shiver, Ji., Lay Conferenee
Prezident; Northwest C onference
k. \feranica Wiley, Lay EpEcopal Disfrict,
Director of Lay Activities
Mr. Jarnes C. Banner, Lay Eplscopal Distr et
President
hrs, Arele B Dave, WS Supervear
Sepfant Bishop James L Dayis,
Fresiding Prelate

Registration; 32500
{(Deadline Deeember 15, 2012

Ma e checks payabletothe
Eth Dstrict Lay Cr ganization

Feport registation funedsto

St Jehn= Lay Crganzation
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A Thanksgiving Examination

By The Fewerend Chares Glower

o' ' L

THANKSGIVING

Lelebrating God s Faithfulness Throughout The Year

Dietrich Bonheofferstated, "It s only with gratiude that life becomes rich”,

Warren Wiersle elogquentty posed the quaote, "When there & peace inthe heart there will be praise
onthe lips",

Tharksgiving ar Thanksgiving Day i celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November of eachvyear. It
i an annual federal holiday that & used to express thanks for one's material and spiritual posses-
sions, Most people celebrate Tharksgiwing by gathering at heme with family er friends for a heliday
feast, as well a5 a time of communion and togetherness,

We ecan trace this historic American Christian tradition back to the year 1823. After the harvest,
crops were gathered in Movember 1623, then Governor William Bradford of the 1620 Pilgrim Calony,
Plymouth Plartation in Plymouth, Massachusets proclaimed, "All ye Filgrims with your wives anid
lithe snes, do gather &t the Meeting House, on the hill, there 1o listen to the Pastor, and render,
Tharksgiving to the Almighty God for all His blessings”, Thusly, here we are inthe year 012, contin
ding this long tradition of giving thanks:

The Haoly Scriptures and history have proven that these nations whose God & the Lord are blessed in
nUmeraus ways. However, America ke many other Christian nations, have often placed God in a
secondary position. We have forgetten the gracious hand which preserved us in multiple wars and
conflicts, given us peace and strengthened us, even in the midst of unexpected events, such a the
recent storm, Sandy,

Reasons for aur tharkfulness in ths period of Thanksgiving are found in the saving acts of Jesus

Chretbhecause it & their deliverance from S atan's devices that are received and we are ushered into
Pkl aiad i e L)
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Mow thamis be

to God wiich
WG YE CRIEES

we b hiam oh

i Gheigt, and male
m anifest the savor of
His fmowledge

by bain

every place”

2 Corinthians 2: 14

A Thanksgiving Examination

By The Fewerend Chares Glower

AL v M |t e

the realm af gratitude andspirtual frutfulness. Simply stated, thankfulness & a mental andfor verbal
expression of one's adinowledgement and appreciation of God:thankfulness.of Hs grace, blessings,
and sovereign warmk in aur lives,

Why should we bethankful?

1. Because it honors God. When we are thankful, we recognize that God exisE and we declare

and live by Him a our only source of being. True thankfulness exhibis total dependence on

zod (2 Corinthiars < 15),

Because it is commanded in Scriptures.  First, the Psalms are filled with the call ta give

thanks, Pzalm 100 s ays, "Enter His gates with Thanksgiving and ints He courts with praise, be

thankful wunte Him, and bless His name". Then Paul tells us in 1 Theszalonians 5:18, "In every
thing givethanks, forthis & the Wil of God in ChristJesus concerningvou'. In Golossians, Paul
twice gves us commands to be tharkful {Chapter 3, verses 15 and 17),  These seriptural princi
ples help us tofoows on the sovereignty of Goe and the factthat He i in contral and wotking all
things together for good regardless of how we: may seem to see things in our limited minds

(Romars B: 25-280. While all things may not be good, God uses them for good, the good of

shaping and melding us intothe image of His Son,

3. Because of the dangerous consequences of thanldessness. Thanklessness is dangerous o
individuale and for others around them. W dishanors God and leads to 3 proud spirt andler a
dependence an humans ratherthan God (Remars 1.21), Additionally, tharklessness often leads
to hiterness, complaining, and a joyless life (Hebrews 12:15), Thanklessness promotes petti
ness and occupation with self, people, and problems, That in turn, creates depression and feet
ings of hopelessness because we have become focused on our own problems rather than anthe
Lard.

&

Today's society places loyalty on a number of different gods (small "g"), These include money, pres-
tige, and power. Whenwe attribute what we have or the blessings we receive to these gods, we are

guitty of misplaced gratitude. Hthere & amything wearse than ingratitude, it & misplaced gratitude and

tharks giving. Mothing is worse than tharking someone eke for what God has done for us: A we
reflect en owur past and see the victories that have been experienced, we must realzce that it was
God, and Him alone, who brought us through the valley and we should be thankful to Him.

In conclusion, Paul provides the ultimate test of tharkfulness in the guestions and responses posed
in Romans 8:31-358. Everyone, atsome season of their life, experiences disappointment, challeng
es, and significant limiting factors | which displace lwing to our fullest potential. We are not unigue in
that respect. We all will encounter life situations. and circumstances we don't understand, but God
does. Although we may think our challenges are enormous, tragie, or even devastating, somebody,
and possibly many, have it much worse than we do. Ouwr life comparedto somebody ekes & 3 bed
of toses. Don't ever take for granted what Sod has "already done” for you and "Be Thankful”. Liing
in &merica and standing on the shoulders of our ancestors who have paved the way for us to enjoy
the freedons and prosperity of today, should prompt us 16 joyous . praises of tharksgiving. We must
stop emphaszing what's wrong and star thanking God for whals right!

Cur proclamation for Thanksgiving must be as Paul stated, "For | am pesuaded, that neither death,
nar life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pewers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creaturs, shall be ahle to separate us from the love of God, which Is in
Chretdesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-36),

"Mow tharks beto God which always causes us to triumph in Christ, and make manifest the savor of
Hig knowledge by u= inevery place” (2 Carinthians 2 14}
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“Classic” Revival
precedes
“Classic” Football

By Jarette R, Srnith

In the s pirt of Historically Bladk Colleges and
Univesities (HBC U) foathall, 5t John AME
Chureh, Birmingham, held s annual "Classic
Revival" thal plays up the college foathall i+
valiy bhetween Alabama State and Alakama
A&M Unmversities,

The revival kicked off on October 22, the
Tuesday prior to the big game, with a Tailgate
Farty in the church's fellewship hall. That pre-
game warm-up proved to be an ample snack
for what the Reverend D octor Patrick O Clay-
born would later s erve in Word during the ser
vice, An o estimated 120 atendees filled 5t
John AMEC (Birmingham) where the Rever
end Mashad Ewans, 5Sr. & pastor. The
Hopewell AME Church Choir effered myinistry
through musie.

Paztor Claybhem's scripture text was Luke 13;
10-17, which shares the account of Jesus
healing the crippled woman on the Sabbath,
This was the foundation for the message enti
tled, "Be lLoosed' {a favorite with the hame
congregation in Hunswille}).

Reviial did indeed erupt in the place as hear-
ers of the word digested the charge to 1) Be
Present 2} Be Cpen and 3) Be Responsive sa
that God can loose them from the situatiors in
life that may hawve them ‘bert ower!

Thie powerful word from Pastor Claybam set
the stage far the rest of the "Classic Revival'
which continued over the follewing two nights,
ending on the Thumsday night before the actu
al rival HECLU event

You Really Can't
Beat God's Giving

by Paulette Bargon

One day | received an unexpected small
'nh!d: Mewe | call that fun money. | willzpend

it on anything | want. | decided to fihe the
pru[:lar portion ofit: HNow, el said, 'Ems Wis 3
small amount of money so | really could not do
much with it onee | gave a tithe, but | relue-

tantly did & apyway. Afew days later | was at

a meeting at church and we were tak ing
about: Jﬂnlﬁng to @ partioular evert, again |
was not planning en ghing anything that day
‘because | did not HHHH any money Wwith me.
Bs. | was preparing to leave | noticed a “ten
dallar kil _jl'JE-i".iI‘HI‘I"IH in purse. |wmas rﬂll]!,r
surprised because | did not remember where it
came from, 5:] donated it to that atfair.  The
fallowing Sunday | apensd my ElH:lll'.L to tead
the seripture for the service and out pops a ten
dallar billl Mew tell me that that was not &
blessing.

IhJ'_Lm":h'i":'i_Ht are always I:lésséd_h'r-du.r I.;n_'r:l
and Savior, Jesus Christ We are blessed just
by having Iiuln'r.‘iunshlp'with Him. He blessses
s with His grace and meray, You see you
really can't beat Gods giving.

Your heavenly Father already knowes all your
needs, and he will g}ge.ynu-l[l you need from
day to day i you lve far Him and make the
Kingdom of God your primary concern

- Matthe f:31-33

The Advent Season

ADVENT begis the Chris-
tian  lturgical year on the
Sunday closest to Movember
30, which B 5t Andrews
Day. The season & four Sun-
days in duration, The Sun-
days are referred to as
"Sundays in Advent'. This year Advent begins
on December 2. The liturgical color for advent
i purple,

The advent message comes from the two Lat

Inwords, gs venirg, which mears "to come ta".
The mezssage & that God, in Christ. & coming
irte thie warld.
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St. John's Soup Kitchen
TRUE HOSPFITALTY

"W henyod give a banguet, invite the poar, the

crippled, the lame, and the Blind, And youwill

be blessed, becawse they cannet repay you,”
-lubke 1413-14 (N5

In this passage, Luke states
no  eredt & needed when
work & done far Christ and
that serving others, whether
ore & acknewledged ar not,
the good deed done far Christ
counts eternally. Jesus warms
that true hospitality has noth
ing ta do with receiving a re
ward for actions and & given
withoutthe hope of being paid
back. True hospitality grows
aut of love for God and desire
to be Christ in the warld, not
out of a desire to build or pro-
tect ego or public image.

These who donate food for
the  ftwice monthly SOUP
KITCZHEMN, as well a5 the wore
derful servant workers who
are there to serve the needy, warmly and with
lowe, provide a nurturing and caring ministry
that God will gall "Hok". Pray for this ministry,
amy support will abvays be welcomed,

AL AHE WEHE COREE

2012 Christmas Program

"The Gift"
December 1 6th

Rehearsals dates and times will be announeed
in the weekly bulletin and on the website.

St. John Encourages
Sister Church

Inthe mit of closing the conference year and
preparing for Annual Conference, St John took
time to encourage a sister AME Church, Cn
Sunday afternoon, October 14, Pastar Clay
boern and a group of 5t John membes traveled
to Birmingharm for an aftermoon service at New
Seed of Faith AME Chureh. The Reversnd
Willie Mae Rice, pastor, and the church family
were celehrating their Chureh Anniversary. This
was an impartant anniversary celebration as it
mark ed the end of the second conference year
for the combined congregations of Mies Me
marial and St. Stephens churches

Brother Dennts Deloach led the devotion for
the service. Brother Adrian Fice of Hew Seed
of Fath read scripture from Psalm 100 and
New Seed of Faith's Miniter of Music sang a
solo, "ou Are Hok" 5t John's Mass Chair
akorendered musical selections.

Pastor Slaybormn preached from Daniel 10:10-
14 @ message entitled "The Angels Are Com-
ing," with focus on verse 12 He began by e
plaining that the angels only purpese & W ac
complish Gods purpose through woiship and
service, They are inthe presence of God and
nothing can bheat God's presence. Before fo
cusing on Daniel, Pastor Claybomn spoke of
experiences of Moses, Abraham, Jacob, the
children af Isragl, John onthe isle of Patmos,
and others when they were’in the presence of
angels,

Pastor Clayborn told hew Daniel was at a turne
ing point in his life in the text Daniel had heen
fasting for 21 days and looking to the east for a
sign, a divine movermnent. He needed a vision,
an interpretation of the dream, but he had to
wait. When the angel did arrve, he told Daniel
that God heard him the first ime he prayed. At
thiz point D aniel wes totally dependent an God,
The angel came to give him power. Pastor
Glayborn related Daniels situation to the
church, specifically New Seed of Faith, He as-
sured them that the angels are coming and
God has something big far them.

Folloewing the invitation to discipleship and a
special prayer for the members of Mew Seed of
Faith, mermbers of the two congregations feb

A eamtberaeed oo e 10
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Parent Wisdom

By ‘wanesza Olower

So often parents become troubiled leading to not trust

#’l ~ : L ing God and whining when circumstances are not as

p- they would have them. In an attempt to get it right,
"_-*h_ - f somelimes it E our example that portrays God's Grace

. to our families and othertimes we are the ones wha
learn a lesson about ourfath and wak in Christ. The
real guestion, Jesus amswered was not who was re
sponsible for the man s blindness but who could heal him and for what purpose.. This & the kind of
guestion we all pander from time to time. Whom should | Blame? Wheo & responsible for my prob-
lems? Even if we find someone to. blame, we still have not done anything about the preblem, Infact,
we probably have made it worse. Well, let me be the fist to say as the scriptures explain some
things come about that Gods wak and Grace mightbe displayed forthe GLORY of God!

We are not always healed of our diseases, nor of problerms, nor of shame, but if we prayfor new life
ina hopeless stuationwe can abways see God at work in our circurrstances. John 8:1-3 a8 He was
passing by, He san a man Blind from bith, HE disciples guestioned Him: "Rabkhbi, who sinned, this
man ar his parents that he was born blind? Meither this man nor his parents sinned, Jesus an-
swered; this came about that God's works might be revealed in him” When we have our spiritual
eves and ears openwe can receive a blessing by seeing a reflection of Gods Grace in those closest
to us. The blind man's sight and the Pharsee's blindness— it & what & in a person's hear that mat-
ters more than what B on the sutside. Therefore, wie do not give up. We do not foews on what &
zeen, but on what is unseen; forwhat is seen is temporary, butwhat is unseen is ETERNAL 2 Co-
rinthians <18

To keep from being conceted or boasting, lilke'the Pharisee's blindness and much lke Paul, there
was given unto Paul a thornin the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment him, Ne matter how manmy
times ane may seek the Lord and plead to Him to take away blindness or thorrms, God's response &,
"y Grace i Sufficient for God's power & made pedectin weadiness” 2 Corinthiare 12:7-10 God's
Grace & available to all; God will use ardinary people for the mostsaaed purpese of His Kingdom.
What one has or daes not have seems small ar great, little becomes much when placed in the Mas-
ters Hand.

O ear God, for ancther day, for another minute, for anether chance to live and serve you. | am grate
ful. Please keep me free from fear of the future, from armxiety about tomoarmow, from bitterness to-
wards anyone, fram cowardice imthe face of danger, from laziness in my daily work, frem failure be-
fore opportunity, from wediness when your pomer & at hand. But fill me with love that knows na
bounds, with sympathy that reaches all, with courage that cannot be shaken, with faith strong
enough for the darkness, with strength sufficient for my tasks: Be with me for ancther day, and use
me as you will. &men., —The Pigim & Prayer Book

Wisdom far Daily Living: Getwsdom, get understanding, do not forget my words er turn away
from them. Do not fosaie wisdom, and she will protect you, love her and she will watch over you,
The beginning of wisdom & this: Getwisdom, Though it cost all you have, get undestanding. Cher
ish her and she will ezalt you; embrace her and she will henar you. She will give you a garland te
grace your head and present yvou with a gloriows or swn, Proverks <5-8 (NI

Az @ Thoughtful Parert: Two sars and one mouth, what g more important? There are times to tak
and times to listen. Know the difference. Never withhold vour love from your children no matter what
their age. Have the patience to listen to the concerns, the hopes, and the dreams for thatis how we

are gonnected for a lifetime. For God B a God of a Second Chaneel
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Church School Lesson Overview — December 2012

The Church School reviews for this month
were written by Willie Sandifer.

Decamber 2, 2012

Lessan Title! Spiritual Blessings in Jesus
Chrisl

Lesson Soripture; Ephesians

Print: Ephesians 1:3 14

Devaotional Songs: #1180, #114 [, and 2111 []
Fey Verse: "Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Ghrist to hime
self according tothe good pleasure of his will,
Tothe praise of the glary of his grace, wherein
he hath rmade us accepted in the be-
lowved" (Ephesians 1:5-8),

Thie & one of the most joyful and profound
passages in the Bikle, Like an anthem of
prake, it celebrates Gods etermal and glork
ous plan of redemption. It is brok en inte three
stanzas, each beginning ar ending with the
phrase "to the prase ef his glerous grace”.

The passage in this lesson examines the plan
of redemption from a triune perspective: The
first praises the Father for choosing to redeem
persons from their sin; the second highlights
Jesuz 3 the Redeemer; and the third stanza
revealk the Holy Spirt & the [ving, divine
presence to the church and the warld,

Decemoer 3, 2012

Lesson Title: Onein Jesus Christ

Lesson Scripture: Ephesians 2-3

Frint: Ephesians 2;11-22

Devotional Songs: #1053 [; #116]; and #115])
Hey “erse: "In whom all the building fithy
framed together growth unts an holytemple in
the Lord’ (Ephesiarns 2:21).

Mary barriers separated Jews and Gentiles in
the ancient world. Paul allots much of his at
tention in this portion of the letter to the essen-
tial oneness ofthe church, For Jass and Gen-
tiles alk e, Paul explained thatkeeping the law
was not'a requirement for salvation. Christ i
the fulfillment of the law, making it complete,
Sakation cannot be eamed through keeping
the letter of the law or by works, There wes no
need for Jews and Gentiles o be divided
based on Mosaic Law, Chriet became and
remairs the peace of all believers. Therefore,
there & no need for division and discord, By

lessening the significance of ethnic and cuttural
identity, both Jews and Gentiles gained same-
thing far better and greatsr.

December 16, 2012

Lessaon Title: Unityin the Body of Chnst
Lesson Scripture: Ephesians 41-18

Print Ephesians 4:1-18

Tentative Bevotional Songs: #121[, #108 [];
and #1117 ]

Key Yerse: "There s one body, and one Spint;
gven as ye are called in one hope of yvour calk
ing, Dne Lord, one fath, one bap
tism' { Ephesiars <<-5),

After laying the foundation conceming Christ
and Hie chureh In previous parts of his letter,
Paul changes his focus in this lessonto a more
practical purpose, setting pguidelines for his
readers concemning Chrstian's conduct Paul
gives the readers an owerview of the church's
place in the world,

Faul called for the Ephesiars to be true to
whom they are called to be in Christ and noted
several truths for them to embrace: First it &
their responsibility to be one in the body; twa,
the call for unity does not mean that they
should strive for a type of dullsameness; three,
the church & a living organiem made up ef -
ing beings who are expected o grow according
to their use of the gife Christ has given them;
four, Christ desires that the chureh reach ma-
turity aned that the people of the church be pre
pared to exercse their gifts; and five, as the
church grows, i members should take on the
nature and eharacter of its head, G hrist Jesus.

December 23, 2012

Lesson Title: Liveinthe Light

Lesson Seripture: John 1:1-14; Ephesiars 417
-5:00

Print John 1:1-5; Ephesians 5:1-2, & 14
Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #112[; #1028 [];
and #1157

Key “Yerse: "Be ye therefore followers of God,
as dear children” (Ephezsians 5:1).

The Gespel of John emphasizes that Jesus
Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God, through
wharm sakeation & made availabile to those wha

FLAaiRaAE ol e Jd Al
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Church School Lesson

ol el Memaid v e 4 1)

believe. In Jewish thought asonis one who s
obedient ta his father, an apprentice of his
father, and & an agent of his father, Jesus is
all these things, but He relationship with the
Father goes even desper than this under
standing of a son, Jesus ake & one with the
Father. John saolidified this fact in the first few
verses in the Gospel by proclaiming Christ's
identity as the Werd of God and thenwriting of
Hi encounter with John the Baptist, who de
clares Jesus' identity.

December 30, 2012

Lesson Title; Christ's Lowe tor thie Church
Lesson Seripture: Ephesiarns 521-6:4

Frint: Ephesians 5:21-6:4

Tentative Devotional Songs: #1200 #121 [);
and #122 ]

Hey “erse: "Submitting youseles ene to
anotherinthe fear of God' (Ephesiamns 5:21).

In the 5" chapter of Ephesiars, Paul calls on
belisvers to live out 3 life of holiness in relation
to the world around them. He ehallenges them
to live wisely, being led by the Spirt. Such a
life will produce a believer wha becomes mare
ke Christ every day. 8= they become more
lke Christ, they will learn ta respect and sub-
mit to others in love and humility. And the
foundation of famiky relations hips & t0 be mad
eled after Christ's lowe for the ehurch,

Maie Church Scheol a part of yeur regulal
Sundayschedulel
There are classes for all ages.

' Church School
: Book Club

Discussion Date: 17 Mowember 2012
D00 AM. — 11:30 AW,
An im:_mmfed‘ Friend, Rhenda Mﬂl-\'.rﬂnht.
2010
Discussion Date: 15 Decembear 12
' ; ’IU.ﬂDA.-M —‘|"|-3|:A M.
Scandalous Trath, Monica Carter, 2012

Mikki Browssard hasn't aways been saved, but

she & now, and thats wihat courts. Happily

married and raising an active young daughter,
her past & tuck ed safely away fram the lifeshe
fras nowe, She's martied ta Wiliam, a deveted
man who Is Eh'unnlrnp to grow a successful
business and give his family the life he dreams.
they can have.: But Nickis idyllic Ife spins out
of cantrol when two fife-altering events n::u:l.lf.

Financially sztre'fuh!f.! and facing ﬂurn'tlﬂng
newes, Nikkis new faith is tested whenshe must
make a :IE::ETHH that she knows could come
back ’tn bite: not onty her, butiilliam a5 well. In
‘the midst of her crisis, Willam & thrust irto the
political spnﬂlght when he decides to run fnr
mayor after a candidate — his pastor and men-
tar dies. Euddenly. every detail of Niki and
William's fives & up for s crutiny.

St. John Encourages
Sister Church

AL R W e ]

lows hipped together and the St John family
received a delicious carry-out meal. The Rever
end Wilie Mae Rice, pastor, and the members
were vEually moved by the suppart of 5t Jahn
and by the preached word.

To God be the glargd

Electronic AMEN

. i

The AMEMewsletter & available

in electranic form, I you preferte

receive an electronic copy ef the
newnsletter, please notfy the church &t
stiohnameh@aonl com,

Transportation Available
for AAMU Students

The 5t John AME Church bus will pick up stu
dents from A&MU. an Sundays at each dorm
prior to 1020 a.n., and pick up students atthe
Knight Centel between 10:20 am. and 1030
am, Students may ako call the church office
at 286-534-3285 to secure arideto St Johnan
Sunday.
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St. John AME Chu_n:h S
229 Church Street U.5. Pestage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntswville, AL

(256) 5346828 Fax Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,ong

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkborm, Pastor

Mowvember 22, 2042 Thanksgiving Bay

December 1,2012 CHicial Board, 800 3.m,

December 82012 Lay Round-up, 12p.m,

December8, 2042 Anndal Tagte Tea, ate 1050 am Service
December 16, 2012  Annua Christmas Frogram and Worship SBerdice, 10:50 5.m;

Ehnstmas Day

Thatif you confess with your mauth, "desus-s Laord" and believe jnyaur heart
that Ged raEed him from the dead, youwil besaved. Remans 108

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INDNJG
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Pastor Clayborn’s Message for December

Embracing the Spirit of Advent

isah 957

|
Thiz month | celebrate one full year as the pastor of 5t. John A.M.E Church in Huntsville, Alabama, God has truly ﬂﬁﬂg&m
o lhh.:ﬁng. Ihmﬂdhdlﬂﬂmmrﬂumnﬂmwmhrzlmn;m'ﬁeumnwmiﬂmﬁd!mmﬁk

C: hnh'gm:hi.uf.ﬁrd.

3 :ﬂnﬁ!ﬂtﬂu.imhhﬂu an expansion of our feeding program, Wﬁlnwmﬂ:&pm I!H'un

vorship, mfm'qﬂnuw!teﬂar:khp, higher attendance in bible study. mre:.n'dtfandin::hinmﬂ—
LT mpemkhhmﬂmdhﬁmw:huﬁhmmngmmwmmﬁmm
€ an action plan for our Blue Springs property, and so much more. Mﬂmﬁmﬂ—
-tnlfu ﬁlﬂt”‘ Within ma is hope that we will pwﬁrﬂu:rs glory!

P

ven ally means -rrhnl ‘I'h.u. In Advent, w:anl;ld;ﬁteﬁaﬁvﬂ of = =




St JoahmAME M December 2012 Fage 2

St John AME Church

Vision Statement

We are 3 church that sesks growth in spint, mind, heart,
hzalth, wealth, membership, and service, Our alm 5 to wor
ship God corporately and individually through the gvingof our
fime, talents and treasures. We will preach the gespel of Jesus
Christ and will encourage all members to cultvate their calk
ings in God. Wewill reach outto lost-souls for Christ, and we
will ghve assistance to those who are in need. We will lift up
our woices an behall of those whe are voiceless and we will
take care of the Earth that God has pivean us. We seek te do
these things with Gad's help through aur core walues of spir-
ftual formaton, stewardship, service, evangelism, and educs
mon.

Catching Vision Through Core Values

%.E.E. our

Spiritual Formation

Stewardship

100% Tithing Church, Social Justice,
Economic Development, Recyding

s Service

Christmas Baskets)
» Evangelism

zods forSharing, Goals for Imeiting

« Education

vital Wor ship, Prayer, Bible Study, Mentoring

Leadership Development, Congregational Care,

Soup Kitchen, Benevolence, Four Service

Projects | Habitat for Humanity, Church Wide
Visitation, Back to School, Thanksgiving)/

way into the future,

20 new members, Pentecost Exploson,

Tutorial Ministry, IncreaseScholarship Fund, Provide Guidance for Future Military
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Tuscaloosa Group Visits St. John's Fifty-Flus Auxiliary

By Mathie Eell

The Fifty-Plus Auiliary 6f 51, Jahn was abzolutely thrilled to host the 50+ Galden Geamsfrom the historical Beaunful
Zion AME Zion Church, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The church was arganeesd inthe 187 0's by fread slaves Services wers
first held under an arbor an the Old Kenore Caple's place. Later a modesst woaden-frame sirudure was onstruc ed
nearby in 1880, In 1896, afier snough maney was faised to purchase land, the church was moved ta its present locs
fion at 7420 Sanders Ferry Boad, On Christmas Eve of 2008, that 112 vear-ald-building, which had been remodeled
and expanded sverthes y=are, was completely destrmoyed by an elzarical fire. Hewever, an Christmas Eve af 2010, sfier
atwoyear struggle, the' Reverend Terry Cole, 150 miembers, the entire Big Bend community, and many friends parad-
ed inthe rain to the new church, singing praisesta Almighty God far Hizgoodness. FarYou Tube video about Beautful
Zion, search Beaunful Jian mpd and Beausful Zian AME Zian Church Pralse Dance 1o vizw their propress.

Mewthat BeautTul Zion members haye setfled intheir new dyurch, they are eager to start new minisries, Afer hear-
ing soomany wanderful things abawt the 5+ Ausillary of 5t John, they decded te tcome and gather ideas 1o =nrich
their nawly organced Golden Gems Ministry, They have invited 5t. Jahn's 50+ to comz to Tuscaloosa in the spnngto
check in mn them and gwe them additonal idezas far maving their ministry fonsard They also want 5t Jahn ta see
some af the landmarks in Tuscaloosa  Tuscaloosa (s aformer capital of Alabama, the home of Sallman College and the
# 1 Alabama Crimsen Tide football team, i is also the city where Governor Gzorge Wallace siood in the schoolhouse
dear on June 11, 1963 ta try 1o blodk the entry of two black studentsio the University af Alabama. Tusalonsa isthe
diy that President Obama visited nght afier the April 27, 2011, devastatng tarmadoes

The speakzr for this meenng Mr. Eddie Sherrod, dhairman of the Alabama Demooatic Conference of Hum swillgf
Madison County, enmouraged all members and guests tovote an November 6. He reminded them that voteless peaple
are hapeless people, He uged personste demonstrate their powei at the ballot bes by sercising theirright ta veate.
Everyone's wvote does matter, One's actioh erinaciion would certainly make s difference.

Afier the meenng, Cal, (Ret) Jameas Heyward and afew af 5t John's 504 Auxiliary members leaded 51 Jahn's church
bus apd took the Goalden Gems on & short todr ef Huntsville; riding past the VBC Embassy Suites, Huntseille Museum
af Art, Yeterans Memarnal, Children's Advecacy Center, and ending up on the baaufful campus of Alabama AEN Une
wersity hefore returningto 5t lohn,

The Golden Gams were equally impressed with all
of the fosd that was prepared by the G0+ Food
Committes, Mrs. Charlsig Brooks;, chairperson: Twao
membars of 5. Jobn's food commifies, Wrs.
FPearlzan Myhand and Mrs. Pauletie Willlams =sven
veluntzeredto help.

Before loadingtheirvan thers were hugs and kisses
and thanks from everyone., Their wice-president,
Mrs. Minerya:Thamas, reitersted their desire 1o
have St lahm's auxiliary vist them inthe spring

O they went i

Membersfrom Beaunful Zien AMEZion Church
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Fifty-Plus Auxiliary Celebrates Harvest Sunday
By Mathe Ezell

S

On Sundsy, Nevernber 11, 2012, the Fifty-Plus Auxiliary
calebrated ks 24th Harvest Sunday, Howewer, It was tha
first time they celebrated it with 5t, John's new pastor,
the Reverend Dr. Patrick Claybam and first [ady, tha Rew-
erend Sheri Smith Claybarn, Another first, the membears
toak partinboth tha § am and the 10:50 am service. And

still netherfirs, the fird |sdy, the Reverend Sheri deliv-
ered awvery challenging message. The serman was emi-
flzd “"Maving Beyand Doubt” and the text was Matthew
288 16 - 20. Even when the stoms of life are eging, be
hewvers must still keep their eyes on Jlesus because He
promised neverto lzave them, What award!

Whan Mrs. Marie Coblb, the lgte founder, organized the
L+ Auxiliary, she had three simple objscaver In mind,
First, she wanted the seniors ta gather at least once a
month just te kave fun, 50+ siyle, Sacondly, she wanted
to make sure that seniors were kept abreast of current
Rev_Sher preachesfar Harvest Sunday issues, whether they be sodal, economic, health, pali-
cal, or educawonal Thirdhy, she wanied to make surethat

the old wing was preserved 50 that i wauld be availabile for ussge In Goad's sEvice

Mrs. Cabb feli-that 3 hamest service would
allew the seniors 1o express the great need
for-a new geremtion of harvest worlersto
head inte Ged's global harest. Since there
werg four dismnct szasons tewerty-faur
yEars ggn, i was very fithng 1o celsbrate
Harvest Sunday nght after farmers had vis-
ually ended the gathering of their crepsand
just baforz & lang, dark, cold winter get in,
Therefore, Mrs. Cobb and the 50+ Auxiliary
deemed.a Sunday In Nevemberapproprigte
to celebrate the harvest and alsa use it to
help sase tha needs of some of those who
need @ lirlle extra help, especially =t
Thanksgiving. This year three Tamlilies wers
baneficiares.

Luh= 10:2 reads:"The harvest truly (5 great,

but the lakpurers are few. Fray ye there-

Fitty-Plus Members paricipate in thewarship service

fore the Lord of the harvest will send forth
labarers Inta his Harvest” With the nawonal unempleyment at 7.9 and for Blacks 114 the nesd foar labourers is sven

greater. God needs usto be Hishands andfeet. Can He count an you?




St JoahmAME M

5t. John's Soup Kitchen
Shares During

the Holidays
Tuesday, December 18th
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‘Do not withhold good from those to whom it
isdue, when itisin your power to do it,
-Proverbs 3.27 (NAS)

One of the many ways the5t John Church family shares
is by sharing warm, nutrimaus meals fram the "“Saup
Kitchen.” Sharing Thanksgiving soups and all ong can
hold 15 special to those who are gueststo the holiday ta-
bles. Thea kindne:s of a warm meal reminds ane of the
Old Testament stary of Ruth. A peer yaung widew re-
cently arrving in Bethlehem with her mather-in-law, alsa
widowed, Auth went [nte the fislds to glean grain The
owner of one leld, knowing Buth's droumstances, fold
his-servants ta “purposely” pull aut Tor her same: grain
framthz bundles amed [eave it that she may glean, and do
not rebuke her (Ruth 216, NAS).

The Soup Kitchen Ministry I thankful far the wenderful
swarkem who glean their pantrigs moanthl to serve per-
sonsin hzed with love and meaning. The soup kitchen
served 37 persons an Mevember 20th and 75 pemon: on
November 28th.

Connectional Lay
Empowerment Weorkshop

Rmeary 18-19, 20013
St Paula MLE Chorch (Smithfield | BirmmgRa m

300 4th Court Morth Birmingham, AL 35 204

FRIDAY, BANUARY 1ETH

TP A

Preacher:
Pastor Patrick Clayborn

"|'.".-r.hr-:r-_;;|:!.'-:.-r'.'-.-'| i |.'|".J.-|I.'|'-: TOWRE B I'l-ﬂ.:'.llfl.'é:l:':. 3

Schedule of Services
December 16, 2012
B0 am. Matning Werhip
30 &m. Chistmas Soeial
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What If Christmas Did Not Come?
By The Revemn il Judith Garsine
Esee dtive bfinites St Paul AME Chaw b, H:rhﬂn..hm:h

'I'l'hl'l if Chrigtmas did net come® We may go t.h raugh th! mations af Christmas; abserving the customs of Christmas,
waying the right warnds of ':hrl.i'rrrl‘nT i|I'IE=H“ the carals of I:H'rt:h'n‘u, wit= the letters, of Christmas ta Eanta; arganizs-
tlans will have their panier of Christmas; schoais and ehurohes will have thelr Christmad plays; y=i, many, vEn thaugh
theywill zttend church this seasan, will still miss Chrisimas.

Soentifically, we kndw that the Christmas season will come and svsrvthing associatad with it, will be here. The =arth
[ willmake ks 35%th changs and Bacember 25th will arrive. We know atl the-commercats of Christmas will mme and
the shaps will da their biggest saléx and make their larg=st prnﬂ!'.t during The mahth of Deczmbar. Within the storss,
an aut jobs, thraughout 1he strests; we will see stars angels, nativity scanss, ‘antl hear the music of Christrmad being

played

We are in the midst of this festlval s=ason, and the spirt of Christmasis in the air. Thousandsare preparing ot have
begun to travel nearand far, forthe uniting of familis s and friends. We-will exchange gifts and well wishes and the
storias of the Wise Man and the Shepherds will be repeatad averand aver again, We will hearthe |agands and myths
ofihz Christmas tres the mististos; the diaraciers of Rudaolph, the Red-Nosed-Raindear, and the jally man from the
‘Marth Pole, who makss all children happy.

But, s thls enolgh ta indimste that Christmas hes mmye? Christmas comeswhen Christ i barn inte the lyuman heart,
because lesugju the gift of the heard Johniells us the meaning af Christrmad, “The:Word was made flesh, and dwslt
ameng us' (1714, When Christ is barn-and dwells amang us and all through as, then we will know that Christmas has
mime

We haveto live our Invesin @ manner that does not crowd Jesus out. In St luke’s beautiful story of Chnmmas, hetells
haw Mary and Juseph tried to find accommedatinn inan |nn dcated n Bethlehem, but sveprahare was crowded and
ther=was no room in the lnn_ "And she gave birth to her first born-=an and wrapped Him, In swaddling dothes, and
laid Him ina manger, because there was na raom forthem n the Inn® {Lluke 2:7 _Luks does not bame the Innkezper,
ha simply statesthefacts. The [nn was crawded and there was na froomfarlesus.

We ton have crowded Jesus out of our lives, it may not hewith evil things, and it may be tha our lives have becoms
duttered with gopd and respedable things, but yau Baws still crowded Jedus' out, Christ will b2 Barn wdthing vikan we
really want Him indiidually and callectively, inaur lhees Mamy are tom between wanting and not'wanting Christ in
ther Ives, and the amdaety betwesn wanting and not wanting Him doses the door, Wewant His comfort, but not His
ross; we want His forgiven=ss, bt not His essential rmmoval of judgment. We want Hig love, bt not His unyi=lding
demands; wa want-Hisaceptance of us, but net His fejection of our prejudices and false valuss.

We needto be ke the merchant, wham lesus Talked about, who was 3 sesker of fine paarls, ant when he found a
pearl of great valus, he went and 2old &l that he had and brought it. Jesus Christ s thealue 3bove sl 1|Iﬂua°! the goad
above 2l goads, we hiave ta be willing ta pive all far Him, and we have to be mﬂ[ﬁg toogeparate from anythisg that
keeps us apart fram Him

Whatever it takesfor you ta get ta the one inthe mangeethis Chrmtmas, Whelher i il MUIic 8 Earmon, prayars ar =
-gnod deed, Then 181 Your prayer be; “L=t the Word become flesh and dwell in mefet Chrint B2 barn 3g=in and then
Enristmas will really came,
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[Jﬂ% Texting Teen Mews
J @ December 2k12

L;—..—_.! By M ariah Gullarie

Can you gusss whal we a3re celebrading this Decem-
ber? . _Yes, Christmas-the Birth of lesus, and this is also
Natanal Read 3 New Baok Monrth. %o, opan your mind

is very imporant for children and adults,

Here are & few benshiis of readinga bool:

1 Reading can help your communication skills as wellas
yvourvecabulary.

2. Reading helpg vou get your “Smant” an, and it keeps
you sharp as you age,

3. Reading a gomd book distracts you from a siressful

day and helps 'grnu-tn relad,

Reading helpsyou to improve yourvacsbulary.

Reading. Improves yaur meEmary, wiriing skills and

helps you priorinze your goals way more than texting

or nweeEng!

e

| mn remember my parents reading to me when | was
younger and ane of my Tavarte books was Designad by
Gad 50 | Must be Specinl |t is sull one of my faus! | also
remember that | lzearned in elementary schosl that read-
ing 2loud helped me to comprehend batter and following
each line with my finger/pend| helped me to stay on
point and keep my place. '

Reading can begin even before you are born, Once yau
learn how to resd you never forget. |t can-also help to
further yaur education, your caresr, help you passthose
g_ridﬂii'nn E__i:ﬁ'.l.l', and those vEry imporiant tests we
have to taketo get scholarshipsand get into college.

Right nowsl'm reading:a gidy book enwtled Bsik of the
Brow! by Alphas Series. What book are you r'u'adlr_gﬁ?' If
you can't seem to find 3 pood book._.| know that Pestar
QOayborn always has a great suggestion like the latest
boak Putting Your Dr=ams o tha Test by John Mamerell
and of course the best book ever The Bibl2 always makes
fora good read_so come on.and lat’s get To READINGIH

and let your imaginzton ga wild this December. Beading.

Hey Y¥PDers and St. Jahn Family here ar= a couple of
newswarthy announcements that are warth READNG
ahout befare | sign aut:

You would have your own personal Cha ering and Fan sec-
won at your next ewant!

AtSt_John we [ove to get aut and support our yauth, o,
if you are involvad in any acsde mic/stracurri cular achivi-
fies, compeltions, sports, music, dancefdrama and any
pthsr adivines pleass share your game schedule/recit alf
event dates with me o that | can post them 3t church
for-allto see.

We wnould like to send A BIG CONGRATULATIONS to Wal-
lace Parham far being electad as the 2013 ¥PO 8" Dis-
trict Finandal Secretary, Whl_la_:ewai alsa i:rr_rent!d a5 a
Beau in the 2012 Beaunllion Ball Nevember 177, Wal-
lace 15 the san of Kenneth and Lamaine Farham and his
eecort was Marissa Owaens, daughter of Myran and Lydia
Owrans. .

TTYLE
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Sunday, December 3", 2012, marked the Skteenth Annual Taste Teasponsored by the A M.E N evwsierier stafl. It is
with pride that the staff reachad this milestone and with apprecisgonfarthe many percons who supparted the previ-
ous events aswell asthis year's tea, including the Adul Praise Dance Ministry who co-sponsared the event for several
years. The Taste Teawasheld inthe Fellawship Hall afierthe 10:50 a.m, warship service,

Again this year, church members brought 3 mage of delicous items including chill, 1aco soup; gumbe, s2lads casse-
rales, chickenand dressing, pulled pork sandwiches, desserts galare and refreshingselecoons af punch, The ferive

holiday colers and music fadiitated a cordial envimnment inwhich tofellewship and reflect on this season that cele
brates the birth of the Christ Child.

Members of-theYoung People's Department (YPD) again did an autstandingjob of helping 35 servers, a5 did membears
of the church's food commites and otherswho gradousty responded to the request for help, Assistance with sefinng

up and decaraangtabiles as well s the clzan-up wasgenerously provided, St photographer, Darein Washington
inconspicuously photegraphed every detail.

The AMEMewslartar Stafl wauld liketo saythanks to all foryeur paracipatnon in svery way, including amtending and
partakingof the cuisine. Apprecianon isextendedto Pastor Patrick amd Reverand Sheri Clayborn for their suppart in
thiseffort sswell. The caardinatars, Claire Philadelphia and Bridget Floyd, woauld liketo note the angeing suppart af
the editor of thz AMEN, Nedra M ciznigl, who parddpates in every ssped of the event and provides s quiet [eader
shipthat elicits unity in efforts in this event and in the AMEMN ministry

Look farwaord to the printing af many of the racipes n upoming ssuas of the 4 MEN!
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Scenes from the Sixteenth Annual Taste Tea
B= reyim Washington, Photogapher
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Parent Wisdom

By Sistervanesza Glower

it5 the Seasan To GEnee! When wethmkofthe Chrisomas season, 1 seems That God

- EiEllire & o sme whatever wz lave; and, when it rurs ow, seeh o et moE,
cn.fﬂm wihen there & no more, Eave the rest 1o Him, Chrstmas & a time forother indi
Yidms k' wishes [prayers] to come trae; pot only by buying thines, but by doirg

! ' § thirgs—thires ke putting the meeds ard desires ofothe s betors our own; offer
ire assE@me o those who stnegk with |ife's o imike nges; eing there for those

B
| = n whoame n need of bve, oy, hope amd peace, We may say o cosebeas, I oaly |
A had moreEithamnd fime, | woul beable toskare ard give myself for others jist
af Jesus gave Himse forus. Howcan | bave @ih in God amd speak to someone

eke’y mountaEinof pmEers™ What do w= do wken dealing with oor own pEF

soml me = pampts Eoomes the molmtudes comems? How much faih s

enocgh o |t sorecme ske's bumen, to bring Eppiress, o povide hope ad

encoumpemeEnt ths Chistmes season? Bsws sad the “amount” of faih B ot
impeiant. (6=t i 2= think about hading 2 bt of f3ith, we may mes the msaEnd seed ve do Bve! 2l lesus 53l ante them,
ve Fave Faith as agm@in of mostand =ed, nothing shall b= Impossible forvo o (Wt hew 17 200

Wat can be more beautifuland inspiring in msponse 1o the standan God Himeel bas set throwe h the mvebtion of HE Son? We
aboare o ghe with punty of eartand show bve mour actiors 35 wellas oor words . Bss mes The evamp e of a mstand seed to
ilhetrate the prim iples of the Kingdom of God, althoweh a meta seed & very snallinsee —ae do not reed a huge g Entity of |©
—just bave it (FAITH amd oothing shall b= impossible. Have Fath inGod. What 3 wonde rful opportunity w2 bave ths Chrstmms
segson o mach ouland shae HE preat love with othes. Have Faith in God's Word —s peak a word of fanth, speak 3 word of keak
g, speaha word of epcoumpement and =y to the mountain, ‘Move fmim bere to there’ and # will move, [Matthe w17 20] Time
ey have ¢lmmeed bow e celebmte Christrmas, but ome 1hing fire can mevere l@ree—1 et B 25" birth, s’ hirth s God's
preatest piftto homan kind. God s HE bve will revercharge, This Cliretnms, ot ke s are watieg for = to bnng tild ings of comfort
amd great joy. Sk the Christ child's birth,

&g the o ldays appreach, reflect on the real meanine of Chietmas —mo matter where e are arel ohat o= @ve in the e ght
renvw; ke ik ime to celkebmate others, comfort ot e, strengthen ofbers and bve othes. Have patence; Feve compassion, a md
give the piftof everbsting value —LOVE. ThiE Chretmes; sach gt we give, ex hormment we pBcs on 1he Chrotmas tree, each
Chretres event we atterd, amd each prrmmhon we rmle; may oor keans be filkd withgabitudsard oy and trofy we will expe-
rerce the mason for the season. LOVE sxplims why He carme, LOVE expling bow He endured. This B how we lmow what bve is;
“lesie Chret lae down hE life for s, and we omght o By downs our lives forothers. " [1 John 3218

Prayer |thank vouw, &lmightyGod, for yoor oving Kindress B great owams us. For you have shoown us throg b yourson, Esws the
Chrst, wihat i truly vahmble-m this e aml that & love forothen 25 we pothow b ths Chretmas season, belp us © be emmpks
of s [fess EWimg —may we ke to others withootexpecting anyvt hing in return. AMERN

A5 3 Thoughtful Pament: What we do B a product of the
Feart. What we- =y 6 eviderce of what les within the
Peart. Thinkof the Meart a5 the womb where all of our o
actiors, atit wles, 2rel words are conce ved . Becouss of the <3 Vg € ffr.ru-r-'y
Lards greal love we ora not consumed, far Ris compossons 2l
mevar fold They ore new avaly momifg, Geat o the Llomls
Joithfuinas, [[amen@tons 322-23
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2013

The Chureh School reviews far this manth were writ-
ten by Willle Sandifer,

lanuary &, 2013

Lesson Title: Preclaiming Christ

Lessan Scripture: Philippians 1-12-30

Frint: Philippians 1:15-26

Devotianal Songs: #217[}, #272[, and #243 [|

Key Versar “What then? Noetwithstanding every wray,
wilether in pretense, arintruth, Christ is preached; and |
therein do rejoice” (Fhilippians 1:18),

The book af Philippians is often called “the epistle of
jey,” @ handle that ame would not expect for a leftsr
writken fram prisan. |t shows the doughty faith of Paul,
who determined that instead of fesling sory for himseld
in his cominement; he would tale advantage of every
gpporunity his confinement presented. This is evident
from the atbtude e portreyed (n some of the early
wardsof this letter. “But | would y2 shodld understand,
brethren, that thethings which happened unto me have
fallen out rather unte the furtherance of the gospel; 5o
that my bonds in Christ are manifed in all the palace,
and in-all other places; and many of the brethren in the
Lard, wading. canfident by my PBonds, ar2 much more
bold to speak the word without fear” (Phil 1-12-14)

Paul knew that otherswers preaching the gospel. He had
cancerng that it ke done pmpedy, § it iz preached
selfishly it could confuse belisvers and have a negative
effect on the cause of Christ. Paul wanted to calm their
fears and encourage them in their faith |y refeming to
his awn experence

lanuary 13, 2013

Lesson Title: Reflecting the Mind of Christ

Lesson Scripture: Philippians 2:1-13

Frint-Philippians 2:511

Devetonal Sangs: #1132 [ #258[]; and #24 3]}

Key Varse) “Let this mind be in you, which was alsa in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5)

Thiv lesson sdamines tha guality of humility, The exam-
ple iz not Paul a5 he wasfollowing Christ, but Jesus Christ
himself, ¥We are not looking &t somathing that we can
accomplish mearely by our ewn effort, but about some-

‘thing the Haly Spirit dods inthe heart of & person whae iz

subrnitied to Him, We @n edpect God to make changes in
us @z we walk with Him One af these changzs shauld be

“that pur pride i= sbandoned and we receive a gacious

b mility

A brief leek at the ontext of this lessen shows that same

of the Philippians were not of the same mind or atimuds,
They were not maimaining the sams lave, A lol af selfish-
nessand pride existed amongthese peaple. In contrastto
this, Faul called on his readers 1o have the mind, or st
tude of Chrst. Chrst's afitude, that which characienzed
His. was that of humilty, sacifice Tor sthers, and exalki=
fon of Godthe Father

Lnuary 20, 2012

Lesson Title: Gaining Christ

Lesson Scripturg: Philipplans 3:1-11

CPrintzPhilippians 3:7-11
{Tentabve Devononal Songsc #3641 #251 [ and #8243 [1

Koy Wersal “Therg iz one body, and one Spirit, swan-as ye
gre called in one hope of your calling, One Lord, one faith,
ane bapwsm® [Ephesians 4:4-5)

In this l@sson we seethe very heart af Faul as he fallewed

I lesus.

Paul was 2 feadass missionary and ke, under the guidance
af the Haly Spirit, wrote many of the books af the New
Testament, He was alzo a very advanced schalar af the
Old Testament. He was among the despest and most spir-
iual disciples known Wewould have.a much desper and
imare wvictaripus Chrishan life if we really absarbed how

Paul faced |ife apd his relatianship with Jesus.

The things the apostle said he @me te count at lass were
ot wicksd things. T hey wers noat things Gad disapproved
of i themsalves. They were admirabls things — circumci-
sinn, being s l&w of the tribe of Benjamin, being a8 Phare
see, Inng full of zeal, and sbeying the law. The apostle’s
problam was not his accomplishments ar bis lifestyle Ra

:ther, his fallure was thinking he muld make himzelf ac
Veeptable to God by miezans of his religians.

A il o oage 3y
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Church School Lesson
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All af the things Paul daimed for himself were trus of
hir before he met the Savior while e was onthe way
to Damasous to persecute more Chrismans. That experk
ence caused him to realize that everything ha had
gain=d was loss.

January 27, 2013

Lasson Tite: Straining for the Prize

Lessan Scripture: Philippians 3:12-4:1

Frint: Philippians 3:12-16

Tentative Devononal Songs: #323[]; #282[]; and #243 ]
Key Verse: Yl press toward the mark for the prees of the
high calling af God In Christ Jesus” {Philippians 3:14),

In this lesson we look 2t the instructions Paul gave 1o
the belizvers in Philippi. What Faul said had hethingto
do with culvanng carn, but-itdid have muchto do with
keeping our eyes on the goal shead of us instead of
lopking backwsard This life is filled with many disap-
paintments and offen failures, but sur eves need to stay
anthe goal af being with Christ.

Faul sought to respond to God's grace and to strive to
became Christ-like in this life, Paul understood that faith
without woresis dead, He also ingw that warks in them-
selves-are not anly paintless but might even be blasphe
mous, Paudl was zealous not enly ta cpread the gospel
but zlto to become all he muld 35-3 child of Gad This
wias |ust 85 imporiant to him as hiswoerk In spreading
the gospel,

fake Church School a part of vour regular Sunday
schedule! There are elasses for all ages.
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Twin peas n 3 pad, 35 closs 3 binod brothers cauld sver
b2 but whan Randsll sets his =yes on the beainful but
umﬂhrﬁ#'ﬁrﬂ all heck biraaks looss.

To pacify Amaryliis, Randat resigns frem the sanduary
nhuTthn smon afer drops aut ot :hur.:h shogether, Bur
it's Fastar Canlall Biysan whi cantiues 18 qu!nvhncrall
that Amanglils |33 snake. Not anly s he Randall's best
friznd, but as his pastor, Cardsll must stay on the b hltlit--
nm ami qufnf»ﬁﬂ'ﬂda“"l nul.
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" The AMEN awns|etter is available inelectron-
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toward men.
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T That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your hearl




