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Pastor’'s Meditation
God's Anointing for the New Year

"And tshall come to pass inthat day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder,
and his yoke fram off thy neds, and the yoke shallbe destoyed because of the anosinting."
=aiah 027 KJW

Theyear of 2012 was filled with: great highs for us. A number of people gave their Ives to Christ
and joined our church. We provided meak for those who were hungry and coursel for those
whowere lost. We celebrated binthdaws and anniversaries. Behop Davi reappointed me a5 the
pastor, and | completed ane full year here at 5t John On the national level, President Barack
Obama was fe- elected

As well, this year had moments of heatache, Twe members of our congregation went home ta
be with the Lord. Many efus had a close relative to pass away or become very ill. We all had 1o
Reue B 1d Patrck 0. Chyban come to grips with the change that comes with new church leadeship, Furthermore, five hun-
dred people were murdered in Chicago, Treywvon Mardin and Jordan Davis (two Sfrican Amerk
can boys) were killed in Flerida with the alleged murderers using the Stand Your Ground law.
Twenty- eight people - including twenty elementany school children and skcteachers - were killed
in Mewtown, Canneclicut.

Izaiah 1027 declares that Geds anainting destroys the yoke. t & easyto locate God's anainting
in moments of celebration. However, one could ask, "Where was God's anainting in the midst of
our trials and tribulations™'

| believe that Gods anointing was present in 2012 and will be with us in 2013! The anointing's
dlestruction of the yoke is actually an incirect action. In the translation of the Hehrew, Isaiah
10:27 says that the yoke will be destroyed because of fatness. The ox has a yoke placed
around its neck in order to pull its load. The anointing, according to lzaiah, will cause the ox to
get sofat- o prosper or growe in such greatways - that the voie will be destroyed by the growth

ofthe ox!

Therefore, we cannot conclude that Gods anointing & not present because we have stuggles
and conflicts, Gods anointing & notattempting te touch these Bsues. Rather, Gods anointing is
eoncerned with touching us in the midst of our difficulties. When God anoints us, we grow. \We
change, We become who God calk us 1o be. Though ow problerns may not change, they be
comesmallerto s becawse we become larger in God! Vision gets larger. Dreams become larg-
er, Hope gets larger. We become "fat" Consequently, eur growth destroys the yalke,

Let God's anointing lead you in groweth this neww wear, Let us grow in spiritual form ation, steward-
ship, service, evangelism, and education, Let us grow in forgiveness, lowve, prayer, study, work,
tithing, vision, hope, peace, joy, and faith. Grow for the glory of the Lord! &s we grow, the yok e

wiilll be destroyed. Happy New Year!
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“The Gift" Focuses on the True Christmas Gift

By Lydla Owens
"The &iff'

Oh Come &l %e Faithful, Joyful and Triam phant.
Oh Come Ye, Oh Come Ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, barmthe king of Anfgels,
Oh Corme Let Us Adore Him, Oh Came Let Us Adore Him.
Oh Come Let Us Adore Him, Christthe Lord!

. After the opening hymn, the audience braced for awak to remember. Irthis stage play, 'Momma L,
(an angel on assignment at 5t John ) single- handedly commanded the audience and cast members
to focus on The TRUE &ift for Christmas. The plet highlighted real Iife challenges including: dealing
with low self- esteem, mantal roubles, financial turmail, and raising children in today's soclety,

In the fist Act, @ St John AME employer
was divinely persuaded to hire Moamma D
A thestary unfolded the audience ako met
and learned more- about Momma D's prote-
g& WM. Brown, (an angelstll in ra@ining.); the
Ross', and their financial woes; Wicki, (a
single mother anthe brink of 3 breaodown),
and her wayward "hween son,. "The church
ladies”, drew plenty of laughs gossiping
and holding court-about everything happen-
ing at 5t Jahn. In her edgy vet, "motherly”
way, Momma I helped heal each situation,
one by one.

The dramatzaton included moving dance
zelectiore by the St John Dance Minstrg.

1.
By
: z iy ; ; G Songs ministered inglude, What If, Nobody
‘ hdarmma Dis elated to see \Jdcki operatng in heightere d selfesteem,
as refected through herextemal make over. ot Jesugy ang: Tt Me jo the Koy

Aot 2 proceeded with Momma B in
coumseling mode, providing sound J
advice to Ms. Ross, and Vicki as |
they sorted through their turmeil, Mr,
Brown earned his wings |eading
“icki's son affthe path of'thup [ife’ o
seeking the Lord. Act2 wrappedwith
the ehildren ” practicing”, (but actually &
pedforming) their Christmas spesch
es. Momma D effered words of
wisdem to the litle ones as well
The finale featured Momma [ in
"preacher mode" a& she sewed
together the lessons learned through
gach family, with wise reflection,
reminding persoms present that "the
bestgifts don't akways come in padk-
ages”, and the best gift of all, &
Jezus Christ

Three Magiin "Take Me to the King"

P e e o e T
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“The Gift" Focuses on the True Christmas Gift

By Lydla Owens

PL et e A e 2
The =zcene titled,
“The &ift” imcluded
speeches from the
children of 5t John
and a musical selec-
tion, “Awvay in a
Manger,” by the
" Childien's Ghair.
The final scene was
a present d @y
Chureh service that
included the sermon
by Pastor Claybiorn,
His message was
entitled "There s
Joy" with texd fram
P hilippiars +47,
The -sermon  was
appropriate: for the @SS
Sunday after the B
tragic Mewtown,

Connecticut school The children are focused on Momma I's message tothem,
shooting.

Pastol Claybaorn stated that"in Gods presence
there is joy, yet t does not negate the pan and
suffering” He continued by sharing that there &
nio situation that ean keep one fram tapping into
Gods joy. He listed ways of maintaining the joy
af the Lord as having appropriate relationships
with other brothers and sisters, pray to empty
one's seff before God, and by giving God
thanks. He alko reminded congregants that Paul
was in prison when he wrote Philippians but he
was still able to encourage others to "rejoice.”

Congratulatiors to the dedicated and talented
{team who made this celebration of Christmas
- poasible. Nrs, Denna Gullatte was Executive
| Producer and Co-writer, Me. Janette Smith was
~ the Director Writer and M, Cheryl Anders on
Swvas Production Manager / Assistant Writer, A
hiost of other 5t John members participated as
the staff, crewy, vocals s, dancers and the band.
Itwas a refreshing approach to ministering hope
and healing through drama, dance and song.

Pastor Claybormn delfvers morning message.

Truly, "The best gifts don't abways eome in packapes.”
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Watch Night Service Concludes Yoke Release Month

By The Fewverend Charles Glower

Watch Night S&rvice was held at Saint John African Methodist Eplscopal Church on Monday night,
Decemnmber 31, 2012. This service culminated the 2012 calendar year inwhich numerous challenges
& well as victories were experienced. That being said, the month of December was designated as
"ok e Releae Month" by the Right Reverend dJames L Davi, Servant Bishop of the Minth EpEscoe
pal District. The Minth D istrict members were encouraged 1o release those yokes and shack les that
continued to keep us in hondage, se that wee could meve upward and famward in God in 2003, We
all can attestthatit's hard to rise to any lewvel with emotional and spirtual weights holding you down,

Fastor Clayborn apened the service by extending a heary welcome tothose in attendance. Aspe
cial greeting was extendedto Si.John's sster church, Grady-Madison AME.Church of Madison, Ala-

‘ bama, where the Reverend Willlam Sladeis pastor.
The Saint John AME Church Prase Team enthusiaste
I cally led those ass embled in a medley of congregational
Sangs in our epening. Their enthusiasm was contagious
and those in atendance could feel the prezence of the
Haoly Zpirit. Reverend Slade of Grady-Madson AME
Church conducted the prayer which encodraged our
hears to nat be weary inwelk doing, for we shall reap if
we faint not. He reminded us that we stand anthe shoul
der of our ancestors whe prayedsome of the same pray-
grs we pray today and we are, today, the recipients, of
those pravers. So we too, must pray unceasingly, for
aothers, as well as our families. Reverend Mermriam Gar
rett of Saint John AME Church read the scriptural pas-
sage of Isaiah, Chapter 20, verses 20-27. The Prake
— Team folleewed the seripture with a very uplifting rendition
~ of'the contemporary song, "He |s &kle". The congrega-

"Zod 5 able to do just what He said He will do. He's
3 going to fulfil every promise made to you. Don't give

Jupon God and He won't give up on you. Heis able!

Br. Jennder Patterson, Leader of Saint-John Bance
| Ministry, perfarmed a very moving dance presenta-
- tion, accompanied by the song, "Be Free’. Decree
L and declare ourseblves to be free in 2012, Fres from
- all stranghelds, bathseen and unseen,

J The Prake Team rendered the sermonic hymn entk
tled, "l Gan't Ge Badk Te The Way It Used To Be”
| wdhigh prepared us for the Watch Night serman. The
sermen was delivered by Reverend Sher Smith Glay-
born, the pastors spouse and the Executive Minister
af Saint John AWME Ghurch. The text was tdien from
Acts, Chapter 27, vwerses J42-44 The subject was
“IMaking It On Broken Pieces". Reversnd Sheri Smith
Clayborn told the story of how Paul, accompanied by
Luke and others, set sail for Rome. Paul wwas under
guard by @ Beman centurion. Paul, st ke us same-

Br, Patterson minisEs In dance F ki v i v |1
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Watch Night Service

S i v e )

times, was ina rough situation. He was in ashipinthe
winter with storms raging, under guard and with other
prisoners, Paul warns of danget if they setsail in this
envirenment and tells the athers you may lose some-
thing but vou will mot lose yeur |ife. The centurion in
charge of the party set sail anyway and just as Paul
had wamed, they were caught in a terible storm and
driven for days. Paszengers thresw portions  of their
ship load everboard to lighten their load, On the four-
teenth day, Paul ke given a vision, through the visitation
of an angel that God will keep the ship safe and they
will arriwe &t their destination. The centurion arders all
to stay with the ship, and the next day the ship nirs
agraund on the kland of Mala. A= Paul had promised,
evenfone reaches shore safely. Rewversnd Smith
CGlayhorn highlighted three main characterzations of
Fauls assurance:

1. Paullknows he belongs to God and he puts his situ-

Rew, Sheri delivers the Watch Mightmessage.

ation into perspective. Paul afirms he "believes God"
| and not just"in God” Faul believed what God said about his

]

circumstances and did not allow fear or peer pressure to econ-
vince him otheneige We are not defined by our broien pieces, but by God. When we are
open with whe we are and where we are, we can move fonward in God,

Paul serves God and krews the depth of his relations hip with-Him. He & honest about his
lpeation. To evercome any obstacle, we must "face i to be ableto fi'id”, WWe mustsubmit
to the God and "good (the Holy Spirt)’ that s within us, God's fruth (1 John 2:27) provides
the right path to follow, and God's light {1 John 1:5) provides the clear vision to follow . If
you feel surrounded by dati ness and uncedainty, follow God's light and truth. He will guide
yvou. It & our light-and not ouwr datkness that frightens-us. "“We were born fo manifest the
glery of God in us." (Marianne Williamson) Even though we wak through some valleys, we
trust our pathways will be lit and our heats comferted by Jesus, the Light of the World,

Faul has faith that God will k eep His Word, Letwhatworked in the past go. The way you got
to your hlessing before may not be the way God gets you there this time. Weigh your op
tions, butwak inthe completeness of vour relatiors hip with Christ,

Insummation, Paul made ittoshere and belisvers will ake with Jesws on their side. Bven ifyou
anly have bick en pieces..you can make it As Christians, we are reminded gach time we partate

of Holy Gommunion that we can maie it on broken
pieces.

The burning of Yoke Release Forms, the yohes that
members committed to not take into. 2013, brought an
end to the month long appeal o releaze whatever
wias binding them. Members of both congregations,
St John and Giady- Madion, watched via live broad
cast as officerss burned the yoke releae forms out-
side of the church.: Everyone rejoiced as they web
comed the new year, free of the yokes that bound
them in 2012,
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AME Church Founder's
Day to be Celebrated
Across the Connection

The African Methodist Epscopal Church will
celebrate Founder's Day on the segond Sun
day in February, All churches in the Ninth
Episcopal District will use a special bulletin
designed to highlight the histery of this great
Zign,

St John will shserve Founders Day at both
the 800 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. services on Felb-
fuary 9, 2013, The guest preacher for the
1050 a.m. service will be The Right Rewer-
end . Garngt Henning, the 112th elected
and corsecrated bishop of the AME Church,
Bshop Henning served as an active bishop
from 1892 o 2012, He retired at the 2012
zeneral Conference in Mashville, Tennessee.
He now resides in Los Apgeles, California,
Please maie plare to celebrate Founder's
Day at 5t John for beth the 800 a.m. and
1050 a.m, services.

Message Inspires Lay
to Be Active

St. John's Lay Organization held a
"Lay Roundup” 'an Saturday, Decem-
ber 8 2012 e, Tamara Bonner was
the guestzpeaier. Her message pro-
vided both irspiration and irstruetion,
In an entertaining presentation style,
she told lay persons who were pre-
sent what the resporsibilities of the
Lay Organization are, how meetings
should {and should noth be csonduck
ed, and how important it & for every

| fils. TamaraEnnr!Er |nnn-:ler|;|'9' member to be active in the

Lay Organization.

A deliclous lunch frem Camrabba's Ralian Grill
was served and members were able to fellow-
shipwith one anather and the speaker.

Watch the shureh ealendar far meeting dates
of the Lay Organization as well as other spe
cial events that are sporsared by the organk
zation. Ws. Gassandra Ingram & the presi
dent of the St.John Lay Organization.

LetIT Go

By Paulette Bargen
Or: Phll say=s, "Get aver [TV
Rey, Or. Patrick Clayborn says'' Lat |T Gol"

IT, Burderns wyour seul, Batan says "buidens
heep meglve”

IT, Makes yau  angry
malies me happy.”

Satan says Cangel

IT, Keeps you stressed. Satan says  Thats &
geadthing.”

IT, kets you hald on to pain, mentally and
physically, Satan says | love pain”

IT, |5 abvays dsappainting. Satan says | fesl
stronger every time yvou feel that way"”

Ty keeps you In despair, Satan says "Gogdl
Why are e ghving Satan s6 much power? He
hates us. He hnons that net farghlng will &k
ways keep 8 closete him, Exil &:allve and
el and we dan't feed te help 1T stndve In
any way,

Bod- says; we must forghee others when, they
hawe wronged s and to sesd forglvensss
when we have wiongéd others: |f you cant
forghes, then take IT fo God and Hewill da the
forphring, Jist pray and |eave [T an the alar,
Yau will besurpreed Rew much Beter yoo Wil
fes=|

o My peops .. Wil how be them selves -amd

ray and seehk Aly Bee and hm fomr el
wiched waysl | il hear fomr heaven and foe-
g ve thelr ams and heal thew land.
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St. John's Soup Kitchen

OPEM-HANDEDR HELF
"“ou s hall spen your hand wide to (the poar).
Deuteronomy 158

When encountering homeless
people one can't help but grate-
fully thirk of all God has given to
thern. They may even consider
what more they gan do to help
thoze who are less fortunate.
ez es’ imstructions an providing
for the poor are clear. He told
the Israelites "Do not shut your
hand® from* your poor brother,
but . .. open yeur hand wide to
hirm, (Deweranory 15:7-8). An
open hand symbolzes the way
God wanted His nation to provide
for ‘impovershed peaple, giving
willingly and freely. No excuses
ne  holding bade (w5 When
aperchanded help-i extended ta
the poer, God blesses for the
kindness

(Psalm<1:1-30, {Proverbs 18:17)

ALL ARL WELIORE

The 5t John Soup Kitehen Ministry eantinues
to extend warm nutriious meak to the hungry
on the 3™ and 4" Tuesdays of each manth,
Thank & odfor the grace of giving

Nursery Ministry
Coming Soon

Mission:

The Nursery Mimstry will povide a
gafe, caning, 1rting, muohoing, spnt-
filled ervuonment for infants and toddlers
that w1ll meet their neecls and putateas
the concemns of paents/guadians as they
parhe mte n compomt worship

Beoinm
Sund ay, Febrwary 3, 2013
10:50 . Wership Savre
Infanis through 4 year olds

K yoare moereste d movolmd: oy, pleass see
Bew Sheri Spnth Clavborreor Whs . Baclichel Lowe

Academics Meeting Excellence

Tutorial Ministry

By Barbara Jehrson

Do you need academic mtinu'? Are o
falling @ course and npeed help. NOWT St
John B ﬂrg_lnlzlnu the Academics IMeeting
Excellence Tutorlal M"rush'r' to mest the nesds’
of studens in the Bth-12"' grades. We wanl
you to-succeed! The tutarial program will be
comprsed of twe componems. The firstwill be
& partnership with Davie Hilk Middle Schoal,
where Mis. Jil Burwell & principal. The sec-
and :Hrnpnnsnl will be futoring at St Jahn
AME for p¥.2" E:Edes«iuﬂ-enﬂ;.h

The graduation rate for minority students con

tinues ta decrease, Id:llifnl'lil'l'.! the: drop-out

rate for this-group ::un'ﬂnuu to increase,. The
use af the Nahlmi High thnnl Zraduation
Examing {AHSGE) has not helped the situz
tigm SEnior high sehoal students must pass
all fice parts of the tnt“ulathmah:s, Read
ing, Language, Social Studies and E|:|I:|m|"}| in
arder to fulfill the graduation requirements for
an Alabama Dlplurna Eiudnnt are allowed
several opportunities totake each section until
they pass. if you have taien the AHSGE and
lkave not passed allfive sections, we can help
you with the sections you sfill need to pas;
The next adminstration of the AHSGE & in
Marsh,

Frevention & the key. Our partnership with
Davis Hillk Middle School will pre pare E_I—Ei
grade students for the new changes in testing.
This is the last year for the AHSGE However,
the incoming hmh schoolstudents of 2013 will
he _thallunﬁg:f with a :Hl'!’nrznt Eriduatlnh -
sessment, Tutors are needed for these stu
dents in reading and math,

Registration forms for tutoring sessiors are

loeated outside the church office. Tutos are
needed for both looations, 5t John and Davis
Hilk: “elinteer forms and htor fegstration
forms should be submitted to either, Rev,
Shetl, Barbara Johnson or Lauretts Teague,

Additional infarmation regarding times and

dltm'f:rintnﬂnn can be found on the registra
tian farm.

L!t‘s pet to wark!
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Dr. King Holiday and Historic President Obama
Inauguration Represent A Dream (Work) in Progress

By Bridgetd, Flayd

Eighty-four wears age, on January 15, 18929,
Reverend Dr. Marin Luther King, Jr, was bormn
and an April 4, 19658, he was studk down by an
amsassin's bullet The accomplshments in those
_ thirty-nine (38% years surpass those of manmy who
have lived ninety years or more, not to menton
the legaey of the scholar, minster, civil rights
leader’ activist, Mobel Laureate, husbhand and
father.

 While he & zaid to have had a delayed andfor
ul reluctant cows e interms of embracingthe areas
o b . I i
o ot sy in which he would excel, he bhecame an early
entrant to Morehouse College, completed semi
R nary training and became a pastor as well as
what would become the guintessential civil rights
! [eader at a time when major social and legal
changes ococurred in the United States. He gar
nered national and international atention for ef
forke to eradicate racial injustices via his nonviolent protest movernent (based on Mahatma Gandhis
philosophyl, Alhough twas challenging to be spat upon and physically brutalzed, King and others
endured, Dr King made numerous speeches and wrote letters “from a Birmingham jail' that chraoni-
cled the movement andthe man.

Hi accemplehments were not without controversy and he had many who disagreed with the Esues
as well as his approachto remedy the ineguities inthe segregated South, There were those who felt
the status quo was fine and others whoe felt a more miltant and even violent approach was the pre-
ferred method to effect change. Clearly the contoversy and resiktance to his activiem/leadership,
particularky a5 ittook on economic as well as poltical issues such as the Vietnam War, resulted in Ci.
King making the ultimate sacrifice.  He was embracing the economic concerre of st king Memphis
sanitation worlcers at the time of his death. He made what seemed to be a praphetic speech the
night before hie death; imvoking the Old Testameant "emancipatar’, Moses, whe was given the view
fram'the mountaintop of the pesitive outcome that would come to thosewho were feed fram Egypt's
hald, but Moses would not reach the promised land with his people.

Rather-than dying with him, “The Mowvement” lived on and his legacy continues. Ong of the most
gquoted speeches of Dr. King is the "| Have a Dream” speech which sccurred during the March on
Was hington with over 200,000 persons in attendance. Of all the many examples of progress and
fulfillment of “The Dream”, none seems to stimulate more discussion or speculation, notto mention
camparserns, than the accomplishment of the first and noy re-elected, African American President
of the United States ef America, Barack H. Obama.

Many speculated about the reaction of the Givil Rights Leader, were he to be able to comment on
President Obama's glection, a5 well as other signficant strides in racial and economic op portunity.
The election, and now re-election & clearly maore than an impassioned moverment by those who
would embrace the historical significance, "embodiment ofthe dream” o1 even newcomers to the po-
litizal f woting arena. Thatis, this was not a flash inthe pan.

So, it appears sufficient o say that the Dream & "in progress” and continuous strides are being
ki v parpe B
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Dr. King Holiday and Historic President Obama
Inauguration Represent A Dream (Work) in Progress

By Bridgetd, Flayd

Ao M e P N

made. The focis an President Chama highlights "Dream component” of education, character ra-
ther than surface or demographic characteristics, resktance to geographic limitations {e.g. Red or
Blue States) and how the wouth of this country (and the world) when allowed to be untainted by
negative teachings, ¢an "lead them" and hring the dieam to full fruition “ene day”, While President
Obama is the focus, there are numerous exarmples at the national, local, and personal levels that
mary inthis country gan reflect upon and even cite personal examples of making strides.

While Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize atthe young age of thirty five (35), President Ohama
became a recipient of the Peace Prize as he trarsitioned into the position of leader of the free world
and demenstrated an effart fo repesition the United States as a gomsensus builder rather than an
glite wnilateral aperation, which one could argue, sef the stage for " peace”,

President Ohama has in many ways paid hemage to Dr. King and his
legacy, sometimes in very subfle ways. The significance to those
who paricipated inthe Civil Rights Movement as well as to those whao
read about its history, was clear when at the first inauguraton, B ever
end Joseph Lowery, onthesteps of the Capital, would offer a prayer
that imvok ed the s piritual, historical, {and Dream? significance of this
event For his second term, President Obama will take the oath of
office using two Bibles. In addifion to the Lineoln Bibkle which was
wedin 2008, Mr, Obamawill ake have atop the Linceln Bible, that of
Di. King. Thie & repadedly Dr. King's "travel Bible" from which he
prepared sermors and has notations of significance in it Mr. Obama
wiill take the oath of office with his |eft hand onthe Bibles of B King
and President Lingoln, as he and others can view the completed Mar-
tin Luther King Memaorial, on the official Martin Luther King national
haliday, January 21, 2013,

The Dreamin Progress!

A few famous quotes from Dr. King

" have a dream that my B file children will one day Fve i 8 nalion where they Wl not be
Judged by the color of their stin, bt by the content ofthar chamcier...”

"Agenuine leaderis nod @ seam her Lrcongsensys ut 3 molder of consengys.”

The ifhim ate measuwre of 2 man is not where he stands in moments of com fort and con vanience,
but where he stands at him es of chatenge and conbmovers )y,

Change does mot of in on the wheels of imeyiabiity, but com as through condnuou s shuggle.  And

50 e m ust streighten owr Sachs @nd work forowr Feedom , Aman cant nde you wnless your baok
is bent."
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Parent Wisdom

By Sister ‘Wanessa Glowver

A Heart of Wisdom

Pzalm &0:12

The term wisdom iz most often asociated with the elderly and aged, ma
ture person or someane who has experiences in life and someone whao
has achieved what we call success. According to the Book of James inthe
New Testament—the wikdom God gives & nether earthly, nor urspiritual,
narseeks selfish ambitons: but rather the wis dom God gives comes fram
heaven which & fist of all pure; then peace-loving, cors iderate, sulimis-
sive, full of merey and: good frut, impartial and sincere. James 3: 13-17
W1

Furthermaore, the wisdom of God gives us balance, strength, and irsight none ofwhich & a natural
trait, In other words, we do not get these traits just because we are human beings; it comes fiem
God. The maere we glean Gods wisdom, the more strength we gain to live with questiors and ten-
sions of Iife. Thank God He dees not bsue us rules and regulatiors for every tutbulent moment, yet
He provides in the Holy Bikle guidelines and principles, then He allows us to make deciions. The
good news is that the wisdom of God works on our behalf andwe beginto l2armn howto wallk through
the walley of life—which & full of subtle and urseen “land mines." God s wis dom B necessary for it
provides the "spcth sense”’ we need. Gods wisdom B what matures us to press on inspite of the un-
arewered guestiors and tergian.

Whenit comes ta Gods wisdom, there b nosuch thing as irstant maturity or istant wisdam. We are
to seek Gods wisdom daily in prayer, God's spiritual irsight & net measured by eur schelastic ae-
complEhments as time and numbers, but rather it zéres in on the Proverbs of Salomon, son of Da-
wid, king of Israel—"The fear af the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge afthe Holy One
is understanding. For through me your days will be manmy and years will be added o wour
life.” (Proverks B:10-11) Lkewise; we are to_getwisdom, keep wisdom, and embrace wisdom that
we tos may gain Godly insight and knewledge that produces a hear of wisdom, a fountain of joy,
and sufficient grace that sustaims ouwr heart Widom is ke atreasure that & found only when we
seeh Gods guidelines and principles. AMEN

Prayer: O Lord, Cur God you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. From ever
lasting to ewverlasting you are God. For athousand wears in your sight are ke a day that has just
gone by, se Lord teach us to sedd your Diving instructiors. Teach us Lord, o set owr affections an
things above where Chrste s eated at the righthand of God that we may gain a heart of
wis darm,

1%

I T

e EY) 1 e o 2= @ Thoughtful Parent: Godly wisdom may net give us greatpopularity and wealth as
H l' AWVIINGS society defines it. Howewver, when we line up Gods will for owr lives, and submit to God,
we Will be successtull
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2013

The Church Schoaol reviews for this month
were written by Kenneth Parbam.

February 3, 2013

Les=san Title: Awed by His Greatness
Lesson Scripture: Colessians 1:15-20

Print: Colessiars 1:15-20

Devotional Songs: #E3[), #251[], and £243 []
Hey “erse: "It pleased the Father that in hirm
should all fullness dwell’ (G olossiars 1; 790,

The four lessons ta be presented in February
2013 are a review of Paul's lettertothe people
of Colossae, Paul had corme to know of the
newy believers and their guest to follow the
teachings of Jesus. Paul became concerned
when he heard of strange pagan theories that
were cregping inta the ehurch, The views that
were troubling the Colessians were a mixture
af ‘astrolagy, magie and Judaks m which dowin-
graded the status ef Jesus to an angel

Paufs letter, for this lesson (werses 15-16),
cormects the misstatement that Jezus & just
another angel by describing the presence of
Jdesus Christ, in verses 15-20, as none other
than God, himself, and a= one who possesses
the fullness of the eternal God. The hMatthes
Henry commentary states: "He was barn
hegotten before all the creation, before amy
creatur e wias made, which & the s eriptural way
of rtepresenting eternity, and by which the ster-
nity of God is represented to us. All things be-
ing ereated by Him, were created for Him; be-
ing made by His povwer, they were made ac-
cording to Hie pleaswre, and for HE prase and
glery. He not anly created them all at fist, but
it is by the ward of Hiz poweer that they are up-
held, Chret as Mediator is the Head of the
bocy, the chureh, all grace and strength are
frarm Hirmg and the chureh & His body ™

In verse 20, Paul explained that Jesus alse
made atenement for markind - redeeming
imarkingd by shedding of His hlood an the
cress; which brought peace between God and
rmarking,

February 10, 2013

Lesson Title: Completein Christ

Lesgan Scripture: Colssians 20815

Print; Colessiars 248-15

Devotional Songs; #3854 [ #258], and #243[]

Hey Yerse: "Ye are complete in him, which s
the head of all princip ality and powe
e (Colassiars 2:100.

Pauls. letter to the Colossians, wemes G-5;
ack nowledgerd fake teachingsiphilsaphies
which were vain and deceftfull and while it
pleased man's fancies, A hindered his faph,
Examples noted were ourious . speculations
about things above s, of Ao concemn to us.
Those wiho waked In the way of the world,
wiere turned from following Chiist.

FPaul asked that the Colossians he steadfast in
their belisf knoaing that their faith in Jesus was
complete. By this ome word "camplete" -an
ack nowledgement was made that in Christ be
lievers have everything required.  Faith in
Chiist, as pointed out in veses 10-15, &
grounded in the ciicumciian of the heart, the
crucifidion of the flesh, the death and burial te
sin ane te the warld, and the resurrection te
newness of lfe, set forth in haptsm, and by
faith formed in ones heat. These fundamental
blocks of Chretian faith prove that sins are for
giwen, andthat they are fully delivered from the
curse of the waorld  Through Christ, persons
whe were dead in sire, are now alive, Christ's
death was the death of sire ;| Chiist's resurrec-
tion = the assurance that:souk of believers will
fve starnally

February 17, 2013

Lessaon Title: Clothed in Christ

Lesson Scripture: Colossians 3:1-17

Print Golossians 3:5-17

Terntative Devotional Songs: #300[); #272 [;
and #243 []

Hey Verse: " Abowve all these things put on
charity, which & the bond of perfe ot

ness" (G olossiars 3:14).

Pauls letler continues to pravide instructiors to
the Colossiams concerning Christian lving.

Faul indicated thatto he followers of Christ one
must give up the "old’ self or the flesh. Some
of the qualities of the flesh were noted as: for
nication, impurity, passion, evil desires, greed,
anger, wrath, malice and slander. Paul indizat
ed that those who daell inthe flesh will receive

L i el o e )
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Church School Lesson

L v v v e )

the wrath of God. However, Paul instructed
the Colossiars to continue their wall in the
spirit of Christ  Spirfual gualities are noted as!
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness
and patience. Paul reminded the Colessians
thatin Christ there & no distinetion of national
ity, all are of Christ's lkeness.

Insettling dsagreements amangst one anoth
er, Paul instrueted the Colossians to deal with
ong another with love and fargiveness. Paul
points autthat the greatest quality that exem
plifies Christs wak & that of love. Each per
son should interactwith others in the spirt of
lowe,  Paul noted that love leads to perfect
harmory or peace.

Paul ako imstructed the Colossians to teach
with wisdom and gladness of the spirit. He
asked that whatever one does for others, de it
giving thanks unto God through Jesus. Only
inthis manner willwoks be a blessing.

February 24, 2013

Lesson Title! Reaching the Waorld

Lesson Seripture: Colesians 4:1-17

Print: C olossiars 4:1-8

Tentative Devational Songs: #221[); #412]:
and #2943 [

ey Yerse: "Wak inwisdom toard them that
are without, redeeming the time' {Colessiamns

4.5,

Church School
Book Club

January 2013
Diseussion Date: 18 Janu l.:'gi' 13
10.00 AM. — 1130 A.M.
A Man's Woith, Nkita Lynnette Nichok, 2008

February 2013 . o
Discussion Date: 16 Febiuary 13-
000 AM. - 1130 AM.

The Amen Sﬁﬁ‘z,ﬁmuhﬂ:mnn.iﬂ‘lﬁ
Francine Amen; When | became a minisiry
leader, | tencunced my family, friends, and
church because | ffeft they didrit believe
“enough" Then a tefrible thing happensd and |
feltsoresponsible, | had a breakdown, Now ['m
fiwing bach home with my sister, an:lt:frn; o

make things right But | dor'th now i | can ever
forghve myself — or fanyons eksewill

‘Bawn Amen Ray | studk by my sster becaise

it was the right thing to do. | didnt believe that

F:mnlr[p gould tum ﬂﬂrm;s around for hesel,
Bul she ﬂurmlsed me, and hEIpH:I"I'I'l-E most
unikely people come fo grips: with 11'|l|r owin
mistaies. T&nﬂmt::aﬁu nnmﬁmd about s
winuld farce me to grow up (finally!y and discov-

‘et what | was truly made of.

Tﬂsuﬁ#ﬁ-ﬂ unforgettably real, and compassion
ate, The Amen Sisters is. ahout J:nrifrnﬁtﬁ-m the
difficult truth, facing our painful mistaees, and
TE[:TiTmhm Gods abundant I'rnpn mﬁprnm‘u?E

Faul concluded the letter to the Colessians by
requesting that they sty praverdul, akbvays
remembering to thank God far their many
blessings. Paul asked that the Colessians
pray for him that he could confinue to profess
Christand do Chrigts work as commanded.

Lastly, Paul gave imstructiors for dealing with
outsiders. ol non-believers. He indicated that
the Colossians should always be graceful in
speech. Their speech should ke seasoned
{santinuous by seeking s piritual k nowledge and
guidance} so that one can arswer comectly te
any man.

Mace Church School a part of vaur regulal
Sundayschedulel
There are classes for all ages.
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Important Dates to Remember

danuary 18, 2013 Connectional Lay Empower ment Workshop,
Friday Wership, 5t Paul AME Church (Srmithfieldy Birmingham:
Pastor Glavborn, Preacher

February 2, 2013 Officia Board, 10:00 a,m.
Quarterly Corference, 12:00p,m,

February 3, 2013 Opening of 3 Johr Nursery, 10:80-8.m:
February 10,2013 Faunder's Day, Bishop C, Garnatt Henning, Guest Preacher
February 13,2013 Ash Wednesday, 12 noon & 630 p.m, Warship Service

February 16,2013 Mirth District ¥YPD LTI, Mebile, &labama

Tha if you confess with your mouth, "Jesusis Lord " and believe in your heat

that Godraised Rim from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9
INDNJC
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Pastor’s Meditation

Interpreting Stones
Joshua &41-7

The ancient Israelites realzed the importance of kesping their history alve. W hen they crossed
awver the Jordan River, they took tweke stones to serve 3 a memorial of how God delivered
their people. This would allow the story of Gods deliverance to floww friom ene generation o the
next. Joshua predicted that their children would ask the elders to interpret the meaning of the
stones: "What do these stones mean to you™ Joshua told the people to give their children the
account of how God helped them cross overinto the Promised Land, They needed ta inter pret
the stones for the nexdt generation.

In ke manner, we Will be interpretng our own stanes this month. Februarg's Black History
Month, and F ebruary 10, 2013, was Founder's Day for the African Methodist Epscopal Shurch,
To helpus interpret the stones of our past, we invited Behop G. Garnett HEnr'lin|%|I obe ourkey
note preacher for Founders Day at our 10:50 A M. woship semwvice on Feb. 107, Bshop Herr
ning i & native of Memphi, TH (God's country)! He 2arned hie high school diplerma, under-
graduate, and seminary degrees fiom Booker T. Washington High Schaol (Memphis, TH), Wik
Reve'E xd Patrel O, Chybon berforce Unwersity (W ilberforee, OH), and Payne Theological Seminary (Wilberforce, OH) re-
spectively. He ako did further studyin the doctoral program of Eden Theological Seminary,

Biehop Henning has served a a pastor across the breadth of the denomination, Akey pastoral
appointment for himwas at St Paul & M.E, Church in St Louis, MO, There, he establshed the
Committee for Equal Justice, which investigated dishonest practices in the Bail Band system,
Bishop Henning akko founded the Bladk Clergy Coalition that focused on developing a system of
religious, poltical, and economic partnership within the African American communk
ty. Additionally, he served as Executive Directar of Black Partnership - which part
nered urban and suburban churches, 2= a result, Bishep Hennings cangregation
Jjmined Parish Partners, an interchange program bebween city and county churches.

Bishop Henning was an activist pastor and took that activism into the epEcopacy,
He became one af our most progressive bishops. BiEhop Henning believes in o
ing fonward as we honor owr history. Hesaid, "l do value tradition, but | ako believe
that when tradition locks you up in your past and denies you access to the future,
vou have to confront it With this kind of progress in mind, he huilt A M. E. Univer-
sityin Liberia during a civil war, started a host of churches in South &frica, contribut
ed to the Wormen in Minigtry a8 he supported the election of Vashti Melklenzie as our
first fermale bishop, and gave leadership to both Wilkedorce University and Payne
Theological Seminary while serving in Ohio. In his tenure (1292-2012), BEshop Herr
ninqsenre:l the 14", 19", 8", and 3™ Epicopal Districk of our denamination as the
112" elected and consecrated bishop of the African Methodist Episeapal Church.

Behop Henning brought these experiences of an activist pastor, progressive hishop, and a Ciwvil
Right workerteo us, He not onhy Brought them to us inthe preaching moment, but'we heard of
AL uwbriead da vl A

Jdoshua 456 [ MKW
“hitp:Sewniw.cantonrep, comin ews 57T S S6043 B s hop- AME- G hurch-izins-medemn- conce rs-with
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Lay Connectional Workshop Focuses
on Christ-Centered Leadership

On Friday and Saturday, January 18 and 19, the 4 Regional Seminar-Wokshop was
held at the Sheraton Hotel and 5t Paul AME Church in Birmingham. The theme was
the Connecticnal Lay Crgankzation theme, "Building an Dur Global Legacy of Christ-
Centered Leadership and Training.” The wotkshop was led by the Connectional Lay
Director, Mrs, Edith Bartley Cartledge (1% Episcopal District). She worked clos e by with
ool Eth District Lay officers, Mr. James C. Bonner, 8th D Etrict Lay President, and, s, Ve
& ronica Wiley, 8" District Directar of Lay Activities, to organize this outstanding work-
shop. Other Connectional Lay officers presentwere Dr. Willie 3. Glover, G onnectional
Lay President (3™ EpiEcopal Ditrict), Mrs. Star Battle, Connectional Corresponding
Secretary (2™ Epkcopal Ditrict);, Mr. Danwin K, Eldridge, Connection Lay Treasure
(13" Episcopal District), and WMr. Richard Bowden, Connectional Lay Financial Secre-
tary (8" Episcopal Districh. Most of these persons were ako workshop presenters.
Other guest presenters from outside the 8" Episcopal District were Attorney Patricia
Mayberry, Director of Lay Activities forthe 5" Epicopal District Lay Organization, and
M. Lionel Merrit, Director of Lay Activities for the 11th Episcopal B stict: Bishop and Mother Davis,
Host Bishap and Superdisor, were present, as well as Behop T. Larry Kikland.

The workshops began on Friday afternoon at the Sheraton. The fist wokshop, by Mrs. Edith Barley
Cartledge, s&t the tore for the series of presentations, She did an outstanding job on the presenta
tion entitled "Roles and D uties/F esponsibilities of Officers.”

The Worship Service was held at St Paul, Smithfield,
where the Rewverend Ronald D, Sterling, & pastor, Minth
District Lay officers and Presiding Elders particip ated in the
service and music was rendered by the @ Episcopal DE-
trict Morthwest Alahama Conference Chaoir. The highlight of
the service was the zermaon delivered by the Rewversnd
Liocter Patrick. @, Claybom. A& delegation ef ever 20 mem-
bers was present to support Paster Clayborm:  Presiding
Elder Cliver Allen introduced Pastor Clayvbomn. The sermon
was entitled "Clean Houwse" and the scripture was from Mat-
thew 12:49-45 He beganthe message by lEing persons in
history and today who hawve said that it is time to clean
howse. He noted D Martin Luther King was saying in 1983
that it 5 time'to clean howse, President Obhama & saying it
i time to clean howse with legilation on gun eontral, and
Rizhard Allen in 17E7 was saying it s time to clean house
when he led the delegation eut of 51, Geaorge's. He then
stated that Jesus was saying in the sermontext that it was
time to "clean howse,” Dr, Glayborn emphasized the fact
that onee the house & cleaned, tmust be kept clean,

He wed the analogy of the televizion show "Hoarders” to
make hiE paints on how helievers gan "clean house" and
keep it clean so thatthe demons do not return,

1. Bring in an e=xpert. God i that expert becauwse He &
the enly one who can cast cut demons. Believers need
God, HE mercy and grace, His Son and His Spirit.

2. Face Bsues and address "the mess” that the unclean
spirit left behind. When the inside & clean the unclzan spirit
© i uncomfertable, When lives and the church are cleaned

up, the unclean spirt will have no place.
2. Fill the housze. The Pharisees said that they
Fastar Claybom preaches at Lay Connectional Worshep, loved the Lerd, but they were empty, Belisvers

L e el o e )
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Lay Connectional Workshop Focuses
on Christ-Centered Leadership

o s e e
must fill the house by doing God's will, follewing their calling, and giving God their dews
tian.

He concluded by surnmarizing what & needed to clean howse with the statement "Nothing but the
blzod of Jesus."

PE 'I'-Ti[1 From the resporses of the worshippers, this powerful
- message was a blessing and aninspiration and it mest

U lkel encouraged many to "Clean Howse." St Jdobn

o was proud of the way that Pastor Clayborm was used

of God to delver such a timely and powerful message.

| Wokshops confinued on Saturday marning. s,

- Starr Battle: presented a workshop entitled “From

| Ghurch Membeship to Christian Dicipleship.” She

L used scenes from the mowie The Matrix and her per-

*sonal experience to show that one must make the de-

cision to move frem membership to Discipleship. She

| shared her experiences that led her to choose to exer-

| ce her Dicipleship in the AME Church in the Lay
| Drganization

hr. Damwin K. Eldridge presented a workshop on
"Budget and Finance." This comigal, yet factial, work-
shop discussed procedures for creating and managing
budgets a well a proper handling ofincome and ex
1 perses of the church. Using a sample of a finaneial
statement and budget from a chureh in the 13" Episcopal
District, he explained the imporance of kKeeping proper
records and following procedures.

Mrs. Cartledge leads workshop

The keynote presentation { and most requested, per Mrs. Cartledge) was "D uties and Responsibilities
of Stewards and Trustees.” This wokshop was presented by Atorney Patricia Mayberry, who in ad
dition 0 being an afficer in the 5" Epscopal Ditrict Lay Organization & the president of the Judizial
Council of the AME C hurch, Attorney Mayberry added "meat” to the duties and resporsibiliies listed
fn_The Book of Disciphne of the African Methodist Eniscopal Ghumh for Stewards and Trustees. As
she dscussed each pointshe shared her pesonal experience as a Steward, her legal expertise as
an attermey forthe gevernment, and Wer invohlement in the judicial matters of the AME Church,

hr. Lionel Merit of the Bahamas (11" Epscopal District) gave a mowving presentation entitled
“Experiencing Anvil Love — | Need You and You Need Me," Inthis presentation M, Mermrit eonnect
ed the history of the amvil with the important rele of today's Lay in supporting ene another and worlk-
ing tagether.

The final presentation was from the Reverend Rodney B Smith, pastor of Paks Chapel AME
Church, Dothan, Alabama, 8" Epscopal District. The wotishop was "Effective Leadership in Difficult
Times." He used the movie The WIE and John Maxwell's book Five Levels of Leadershio to provide
imsights on leadership and the & P's of leaders hip ( pesition, production, permision, people develop
mert and personhaod).

The woks hop was well planned, the warship service was spirit-filled, the presenters were outstand-
ing, and the &" Episcopal District was well represented by attendance of lay and clergy. Gratitude is
expressed to the Connechional Lay leadeship, Minth Distriet Lay leadership and the host church for
an outstanding leaders hip enrichment weeiend.
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“We the People”
Our Experiences at the Second Inaugural of
President Barack Obama,
The First African American President

By Anerew and Abbiegail Hugine

In this mation in which we lve,the inavguration s a visible symhbol of our republicin acion: Their
auguration shows how we peacefully transfer power from one president to another.. While'the inauw
guration is a celebration of "we the people.” for us, as African Americans, the past bwo inaugurations
have taken on even greater meaning. When we thirk of the inauguration of the first &frican Amerk
can President, it i the fulfillment of the words of the Megro Mational Anthem, "God of our weary
yvears, God of owr silent tears, Theu who has brought us thus far on the way, Thou who has by Thy
might, Led us.into thelight . ."  The inauguration of PresidentBarack Obama as the fist African
American president & fruly a testament that He "has brought us thus far en the way and by His
might, Led us inta the light” the light of the fulfillment of the dreams, hopes, and aspirations of our
ancestors.

We were fortunate to attend the first inauguration in 2008, There was a record srowd then and be
cause of our unfortinate experience of getting stuck inthetunnel, we thought abowt not attending
again, Howewver, something justzaid ta us that if wou are able and God provides, then go again.
Inauguration tickets are wery, very limited. To obtain tickes you must ge through the members of
wvour congressional delegation. Inaddition tothe inaugural tickets, we were ahle to get tickes to the
Inaugural Ball.

Dbtaining the tickets & ane thing but picking them upis anotver, When you go to the inauguration
vou should be ready to walk a lot and stand in lines. “ou should alko be ready to ride the Metra
System, which by the way is quite efficient, safe, and fun to nde. Andrew stood in line about we
hours to pidk up the Inaugural Ball tickets atthe Convention Center,

After picking up the ticdket for the Ball, we had to pidd up tideets for the inauguration from the con-
gressional offices. There we had lines again, but neot as lang. To enter the building required gaing

. through sereening, but once through the screen

Sing we were able o pich up our tickets, We
11 razas (| pidied up tickets from Senator Shelby's Office in
=2 . — 2 3 }-the Russell Building. We then waked another
10 minutes to the Longwerth Building to pick up
Llideets from Congressman Brooks' Office. Corr
gressman Brooks hiosted a reception for constit
uent in his district who same to pick up tickets,
We had an opporunty to spend akout 20
minutes with Represemative Brocks and his wife
Martha,

Then on Monday, January 21, 2013 the day we
had been anxiowusly awaiting arrived-- the day of
the inauguration. We started early that morning
‘to be certain that we could gothrough screening
and arrive in tirme to claim our spaces, When we
arrived at sur location for check point, the lines
wiere short. We made our way to our seats ta
find that people were there when the doors
- opened at 830 am. We were able to find great
Or. &Mrs: Hugine wait far the Inaugur ation te begin, seats. We were in the center of peaple from all
owel the world. There were people who came

AL Lwverad aar (g e )
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“We the People”
Our Experiences at the Second Inaugural of
President Barack Obama,

The First African American President
By Andrew and Abbiegail Hugine

PR e Mrem fanges €]

fram Euwrope, Africa and other continents to witness this event Everyone was excihed. We sat for
about tvo haurs before the program began. |know that people watching sn TV had a better vantage
paoint, because they could hear the comments, but we were ake able to hear comments from the
crowdd areund us, We even met a college classmate frorm South Garolina. There were people inthe
crowd who taked poltics, shared stories and people whe led chants "Obama, Obama, Obama. "
Fresident Obarmas speech, athough heard around the world, was differentfor us because we could
feel the pounding hears, hear the cheers and hear the words not trarepesed over the ail The at
mosphere was one of patience, kindness, respect and |ove for each oather. This shows how “we the
people” can co-existfor the common . good,

After the ceremony, it took 30 minutes or more to exit owr area, butthere was not one negative com
mentrmade, Wewaked fourteen blodks to the office.whers we were invited to observe the parade. it
was worth the wak, because this was one of the areas where President and Mrs. Obama got eut of
the car as well as Vice President and D Jill Biden, The security was extrermnely tight!!! Everyone
going to the parade had ta bescresned!!

On Monday nightwe atended one ef the Inaugural Balls. The e hour watt the previous day to get
the Ball tickels was all worth it We wit
nessed President Obama and First Lady
§ Michelle's first dance in peson |, alt
hough we wajted for almest another
three hours for their arrival at the Ball
We were entertained by Srmoey Fobir
son, the group Black Vidlin, Alicia Keyes,
katy Permry, Stevie Wonder, and others.
Jdamie Foxx serenaded Vice-President
~and Dr., Jill Biden and Jennifer Hudsan
serenaded the President and Rrs:
Dbama tothe Al Green song, "Lels Stay
Together." What an evening! Again, "we
the people,’ Bladk, White, &sian, HiEpan-
ic and others enjoyed an evening of mu-
5ic, fun fellows hip and the opportunity to
be in the same room with the President
and First Lady of the United States aof
America,

Exzperiencing the imaugural event  first
hand eventwas worthwhile, We cannot
express in words what we saw with aur
natural eves and felt in our hears,

The Huging's atthe Inaugural Ball. Grawing up, we "E"«f?flth'i"-ll!ht that wie
would live to see an &frican American as

President of the United States during our lifetime. But thanks to God Almighty we were able to expe
rience, not once, but twice, the inauguration of the first African American President of the United
States of America.
Ediiors Mote: Or, & Me: Higlie 3g membe 8 oSt Joks aid Or-Hagle & Presdertof
AldamahaM Uikeniy Hyieulle. ABbama.
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Interpreting Stones Nursery Opened
on February 3, 2013

The 5t. John Nursery & now open each Sun-
day during the 10:50 a.m: service. hrs. Rick-
shel Love is the nursery ministry coordinator,

The committees worked firelessly aver the past
twa manths to define and implement the newby
organized Mursery Ministry. Here are a few
pictures from the fistday of ministry.

Bishop Henning shares during Heritage Woments.

[LA L T T S

these experiences in an afernoon program
entitled "Heritage Moments." Bishop Henning,
along with other Civil Rights wokers in ouwr
congregation, helped us to interpret the stones
of aur Aftican American history.

Let us be willing to talk aboutall ef our stones —
‘those stones we ke and those we iwould rather
avold. Let s committo lead Godly lives in light
of the interpretation. Let us give God prage far
what the stones ultimately mean — that God
delivered our people intimes past. W God did it
far our foremothers and forefathers, then God
can do itfor uis! Wha dothese stones mean

to you? hrs. Love reads to students.

Black History Nugget

John Hope Frankling histanian, professor,
and authar, & worthy of research and further
reading, especially by wvoung pesple
Knowledge of history (from whence one has
come) & important in determining one's future.
Professor Franklin was a graduate of Fish Uni
wversity and earned a master's degree and
Ph.D., from Harvard University. He was on
the faculty of both irstitutons as well as sevw-
eral other colleges and universites, He au-
thored several bodks, the most well known
being From Slavery io Freedom. He was an
advisor to President Bill Clintan, was on nu-
merows boards, and recewved many anmards Mrs. Love and Mrs. Rankin pose with the

and accolades., first two students.
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St. John's Soup Kitchen
GRACED BY G0D

"He took bread; and giing thanks to God in
the presence of all, he broke it and hegan to
gat.” - Acts 2735

From hreakfast to dinner, meaks
are a time te bless anpd give
tharks. By saying grace, silenthy
ar aloud, we acknowledge that
God s pur source, and his gift of
vitality, energy and strength &
fueled by food s well & Hi
Word,

We sometimes take for granted
when grabhing a purchased
snach prepared by someone eke
arwhensharing a delicious meal
at home hew blessed we are,
Amytime sur bodies are nour-
thed we prage God foar the gift
of nourshing bread.

AL AR WELIORE

METHODITT

Thank God for 5t John's Soup
Kitchen as well as others whao
provide mealks to feed the home-
lezs and less fortunate of our community, 5t
John's Soup Kitchen & open from 11:30 — 100
pm. the 3™ and 4" Tuesday of each marnth.
Please jain us! You are nesded

Academics Meeting Excellence

Tutorial Ministry

"By Lauretta Teague
Updateson Tutanng-at 2. John

Tutors are avallable for students who want the

sendce Please contact Laurstia® Teague of

Barbara Jehmeon to be assigned some

‘ohe Arrangements for meedinglsy will be be
tween the member (tuterd and the student ba-
ihg ttpred. The ehureh office Wil need to

Terowe of plans to mest to have space available,

Als o, pleass note there is new informatian on

Ahe table in the nartheX and on the aklurah an-

neuncermrent bulletin boajd. Shudents-wha will
be .entering high schoal in the fall of 2013 will
be fallwing nes high sohool graduition re-
quirements.

AME Proud

QurMName

African Methodist Episcopal

The werd African means that the church was
aorganized by people of African descent and
heritage, It does nol mean that the church
was founded in Africa, or that it was for per
sors of African descent onhe

The church's roots are of the family of Mah-
odist churches. Methodism provides an arder-
Iy system of rules and regulations and places
emphasis on a plainand simple gespel

Episcopal refers to the form-of government
under which the church eperates. The chief
executive and administrative officers of the
African Methodist Epecopal dénomination are
the Behops ofthe church.

Black History Nugget
HAACP Founded In February 1308

The Mational Asseciation for The Advanee
ment of Colored People s a civl righs asipank
zation founded in 18908 by B0 black and white
citzers. |t helps prevent upjust acE, and sel
gguality for all minontes, |t achieved major
suceess inthe ars; business, and other fields.

Women's Ministry Met for
"Chat and Chew"

By Lauretta Teague

TheWeomen of 1. John met on Saturday, Jan-
uary 25th and had a great meeting. There
wereteam building activities, led by Mary Ran-
kin, and small group discussienis) on the
guestion "what can we do here at 5t John, to
faciltate better woking and. personal relation-
ships hetween the women of 5t. John™

The groups pgenerated great ideas thatwill be
shared at the next meeting on Saturday, Feb-
riary 23rd at 230 am. The guestion being
presented will be "How do you work through
the PIECES of your life and still find PEAC E?
The meeting will be another "C hat and cheaw'
meeting. Al ladies of St John are invited to
paricipate inthis wholesome dis cussion.

Sea you on the Z3rd!!!
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Reconstruction 2.0:
Reviving Black Male Progress in the Age of Obama

By Damrell Ezell, PRD

Az we enter into a newliberal progressve era, led by the reelection of America's first Afi-
can American Presidert, Barack H. Ohama, it iz essential we re-evaluate our present so-
dal condition and the sate of black male progress in the twerty-fird century, By taking a
ook hack irto a log segment of our higory, the Reconsfrudion era, we discover a body of
progress that is capable. of enriching the minds of black males in this Age of Chama, a pe-
nod in American history where King's conception of the "beloved community” has boldly
interseded with Am ercan democracy,

Ro me mborning an era

Higonans define the Recondgrudion era as & vital period in American history, hetween
1865 and 1877, when America's ex-slaves were imMegrated into public life and dem ocracy
was restored to the nation.  During this period atter the CivilWar, the south would scon ke
reacimitted to the Union followng i insured the emancipation and political rights of African
daves turned Freedmen. But why has this essential period heen discounted and rarely
emphasized as an inspirational testament to Afican American higory? & simple answer
gpplies. A contradiction is present in that progress emerged from great sufering immedi-
ately atter the emancipation of &frican slaves on American soil. This legacy overturns the
thesis held by 13" century racigs that, “the darker people of this country are incapable of
progucing ansthing bevond labor" As great strides were emploved, ex-gaves would sow
ly regain their basic humanity through education and sodal services, as provided by U5,
President Abraham Lincoln's Freedmen's Bureau Bill in 1865,

However, the mod disregarded accomplishment duning Reconstiuction would include the
commiggion of the nations first Afican Amencan poltical representatives between 1865
and 1875, As many are proud to it Barack Obam a asthe fird Afican Amencan president,
hiz ascension irto the Oval Office was, in fad, lavered by the tireless efforts of ex-zslaves
tumed public servarts soon after em ancipation. Their gsheer self-discipline and work ethic
speak wolumes to their ahilty to trandate physical [shor into scholarship., Meary 2,000
black men dunng Reconstrudion held public office = in the United States. Several most no-
table figures include: Sen. Hiram Revels (MIY, Sen. Blanche K. Bruce (M), BEep. Benjamin
S, Turner (ALY, Rep, Rokert Delarge (SC), Rep, JogahWells (FLY, and Rep. James T. Ra-
pier (ALY,

Lozing the futore

By discourting our historical progress and assuming we were derived flom lesser heings,
black America hasassumed a twisted posture in just under a certury and a half. Cur con-
dition has worsened as our productivity has dedined in the midsgt of great opportunity,
From the mass incarceration of yvoung klack males to the degtabiization of the contempo-
rary black family strudure, colledive silence has contributed 1o the abnormality of our pre-
et state.

For example, from 1332 to 2008, the number of incarcerstions in-the United States in-
creased four-fold from 500,000 1o 2.3 million. African Americans conditute nearly 1 million
of the total 2.3 milion inmatesincarcerated. While African Americans make up only 13.6%
of the U5, population, 1 in every 15 African Amercan men iz incarcerated in comparizon
to 1 in every 106 white men. '

Studies indicate that & black male chilel Baorn in the WS, ater 1991 has a 30% chance of

L Al e e W)
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Reconstruction 2.0:
Reviving Black Male Progress in the Age of Obama

By Damrell Ezell, PRD

L MR A g Y

gpending time in a comedcion facility, According to the NABACP, young black males repre-
st 26% ofall juvenile arregts, 44% of yvouth detained; 4 9% of the yvouth who are judicially
waived to criminal court, and 58% of the youth admitted to sate probation.® It is neary im-
possible to deny ‘a correlation does not exist between the abssnce of fathers In black
house holds andthe likelihood that children from these homes will fall vidim to criminal ac-
tivity, leading to amest and sentencing. In 2013, the National Fatherhood Initiative reported
that 24 million Smerican children live apart from their biclogical fathers. Nearly G4% (2in
3) of those are African American children living in father-absent hames ?

Reconstruction 2.0

If we are to reconstuc our communities, we must invole the progressive vitalty of the
past, which indudes promating & conscious effort o encourage the survival of black males
by Any “Legal Means Necessayy, The staggering = atistics above command we pause
and take serious the opportunity to reflect on how we as Christians might rescues-and pre-
g=rve our "higck sheep,” who are-an endangered species. Rewviving black male progressin
the Age of Obama necessitates that we be inspired by the many advancements ofthe Re-
construction e, but transcend those accomplishments by educators, such as William
Hooper Coundll and public servants such as Senator Hiram Revel, into a modern frame-
work—Reconstrudion 2.0, This will entail speaking candidlyto “young brothers” about the
fraitties link edto their inceptionand the fragile state of their existence.

W.EB.DuBoisreminds inthe "Talermed Terth'"
The Negro foce, ke alf races & going to be =aved by ®#5 exceptonal men. The
pmbEem of education, then, among Negroes must fret of all deal with the Taknted
Tenth; ® & the problem of gevelping the besg of this race that they may guide the
massiﬁ_;s away from the contamination and death of the worg, n theirown and other
faces
Rarely do we speak candidly inthe public sguare about the health, welfare, and survival of
young black males. The mystenous assumption that it istaboco to do so teeters on the no-
tion that silence abouf their social condition will exonerate one from lending a hand. Inor-
derto help move black males from a state of "endangered species” to "progress" requires
WE reassess our current condition, produce new models that reach both the corner and
classroom, and that we be inspired bythe great progress exercized by diligent men of color
during Reconstrudion, an era that witnessed black excellence and progress on unprece-
derted levels.

A= & people, we have come far by faith, bt as &lanta hip-hop adist, Andre 3000 reminds
in Gwen Stefani's song on interqadal relations, "We have a long way 1o go..it's beyond
Martin Luther, we must uparade [our] com puter...”

Camel Exel is the author of Bepond Cawo, LS. Engagement with dhe Misin bnd (Palgrave Macmilam,
2093}, He currerdy Eackes e makonal Refafons at both Lowimana Stake Unaersty and Twdane University.
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Tell Our Stories
By The Bewerend iarcia Alen Owens, PhO

Recaling Owr Stores: Spintual! Renewal for Religious Canegivers was wiriten by D, Edward Wim-
berh from his experience in faciltating religious retreats. He noficed cettain patterns in the Esues
and problens raised by retreat paricipants. He stated that there are "themes, deeply rooted and
ingrained, that appear to inform everything thatwe do in our lives.” LiKewise, in churghes, families
and communities, there are themes and patterrs to our successes and failures. Far the month of
Fehrdary, let-us be reminded to recall our own staries frony a number of perspectives. Fehrdary &
the month in which AMEs eelebrate Black Histary, AME Founders Day, and YWalenting's Day, &nd
each is relevantin our multiple contexts,

Tell the stories of our history and accomplish ments, There are those who think that Black His-
tory Month has ouflived is necessity in @ nation that is now kbeing labeled "past-racial,’ and due to
the factthat there &5 an African Ameriean President of the United States sitting in office for asecond
term. Many people believe that slavery & over, Jim Crow B over, the Civil Righs Movement & over,
and that one needs to just forgive, farget, and keep it moving.” That kind of thinking focus es on pre-
sentresults, rather than a centuries-long process watered with blood, sweat andtears. The children
of the present need to have some jdea of the costs of the stil imited freedoms that they enjoy,
Many havestaries that children and grandchildren needta hearso that they may grasp the fortitud e
to pemsist-through difficult eircumstances. Many of those "forgotten” stories are buried deep in aur
indiwvidual and collective psyches, and the pain still persists on some subconscious level Mot wiant-
ing to face that pain again, we remain silent on our history. f this silence persists, then our deep
historical roots will laosen, and lese their grounding, resulting in an individual and eollective death,

Tell the stories of our grea institutions, starting with the AME Chuarch.  This - meonth we cele-
brate AME Founders Day, a well & the hith of the founder Bishep Richard Allen, We need to
know mare than "AME Born, AME Bred, and When | Die, Il Be AME Bead." We need to tell the
stories of how we came to be, why we believe what we believe, and whywe are still relevant in* post
-racial” America, Perhaps some need to learn those stories before they can actually tell thems elves.

And finalky, F ebruary is the menth of the "Hallmark Holiday” ealled Walenting's Day, T4l our yauth
our grea lowve stofies, the stories ot Black lowe in all of its ferms. We
have stories of ramantic love, stories of family love, as well as stories of love
of God, ehurch and community. We come frem a great lineage of love. In
telling our great lave stories, we remember and restore our evwn faith in rela
tionships, one with another, with family, with community, and last but cer
tainky notleast with God,

During this month of February, a we go into the Lenten season, [t us
make a cons clous and collective effort to recall our own stories and identify
the patterns in the Bsues and problems that we faced and continue to face,
Then we must make peace with our ewn stories and diepel the pain, fear,
and even embarrassment that those stories unearth.

Finally, we must TELL aur oswn stories, \When we 'do, 3 new generation
will learn from the strength of the elders, and our deep historical roots will
grossd deeper resulting in our own spiritual renewwal,

[The Reverend Dodor arda AMlen Owens, PhDO I

| Edward P. Wimberly, Recaling Our Stores: Spintual Renewsl for Caregivers, Josey-Bass (19687,
Page xi
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Habitat 2013 Build Schedule

This year St. John will partrer with Chureh ofthe Mativity Epis copal, Fist G hristian, 5t Mathaa's
Epscopal; Fist Presbyterian, Alders gate Methodiet, United Church Cf Hungwille, and Covenant
Presbyterian, Members ae welcometo paticip ae throughout the schedule; however our fo-
cus days are March 2, B and 15,

BALE

B

ACTIVITY

Fek.2&, 28, Mar, 2

Tue, Thur, Sat

Cut lumber & mark plates, build walls in
warehouse

har. 5,7, 8 Tue, Thur, Sat Deliver walls tosite, Erect walk and trusses,
HOUSE
RAISING S EREMONY 2:00 AWM Sat:

Mar 12, 14, 18 Tue, Thur, Sat Apply blueboard to walls, deck roof, install
windows, ext. doors, hurricane clips, and dead
waood

Mar, 18, 21,23 Tue, Thur, Sat Install poreh bearms, barge rafters, facia, attic
access, electrical rodgh-in, (plumbing, HWAD
raugh-in by othersl startvinyl siding

har. 26, 23, 20 Tug, Thur, Sat Install wall insulation, (sheetrock
by sub?)

Apr2,.4 8 Tue, Thur, Sat FPairt walls, continue vinylsiding, irstall shutters

Apr.g, 11,13 Tue, Thur, Sat Glean floars and windows, install vinyl tile,
lands cape

Apr 18,18, 20 Tue, Thur, Sat Install and paintinterior doors and trim, install
cabinets, { plumbing by others) and electrical
fixtures

Apr. 23,25 27 Tue, Thur, Sat Install clozet hardware, wind ow blinds, storm

Apr3, May 2,4

May 7.9, 11

Tue, Thur, Sat

Tue, Thur, Sat

doaors, hathroom accessaories

Catch up wark, toueh up paint, clean and
wea floors

Work punch list, DEDICATION CEREMONY:
Sat 11th

Page 11

Regular woking hours are fromE:00 AM to3:00 PMwith a break for lunch around froan.

Lunches are provided on Saturdays only, Bring earpentry tools, a utility k nife, gloves, safety glasses
if wou have them.

i te: o Morth on Padway to University D, Go west on University to. Pulaski Pke,
Go Morth on Pulaski Pk e ta Stringfield Rd, Gowest'on Stringfield pass Alabama Concrete. Look
for Banks enthe leftopposite the last rock quarry, Turn left onto Banks.
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Parent Wisdom

By Sister ‘Wanessa Glowver

Be Strong and Courageous
Deuteronomy 316

Mo matter what we face, there & nothing lke. a Word from God—EBe
Strong and Courageous. We are reminded of Gods strength and
His promise of victony—"He will never leave you nor forsake you!
So pften we feel our enemies are too great for us to overcome on

|"'u e AT T | ki et | strEned o teErml e

pimes il phenn o the | el s | Lapes it spn our owin; et God promies to be with us in our turbulent times, bre-
o 7 LA o ken relationships, and the threat of loss of hope for the future. We
iz r s ) must obey and learntotrust God alene, for He & greaterthan amy of

fipear o ER Frera e bt Qe 8 the enemies we encaunter. With all the demands and distractiors of

life, the deciEion to followw and surrender our lives to the obedience
of God's Ward even with the convictions to de as He has called us,
b5 couragenus.

Just as the Israelites were told by Moses, "l set befare vou today life and pros perity, death and de-
structions, For | command you today to love the Lord youwr God, to walk in His ways and to keep His
commands, decrees and lans; then you will live and increas e, and the Lord your God will bless you
inthe land you are entering o possess. | have set hefore you life and death, blessings and curses.
Mow choese life, so that you and your children may live" D euteranomy 20: 15-18We too must sur-
render and obey God's plan for our-lives, for our children and our children's children. God gives us
the cowrage totackle the difficult situations so'that owr lives will be a living testament of God's prome
izethat portrays courage.

Be Strong and Courageous—no matter what even more importantly; let it spill ever, run out, bubble
up sa that our life with God and His Ward are naturally transmitted te ethers, God instilk courage an
the inside which starts with doing whatis right. For we are never alone when doing what God wants.
Cur strength is in the Lord! No matter what, we must draw on the inner strength of the Holy Spirit
and believe the Promises of Godthat have been given and spok en in His word—"He. iill never leave
younorforsake you." Finally, be strong inthe Lord and in He mighty power. Ephesians &:10

Prayer: Godof ourweary years, God of our s ilent tears, Thouwho hast brought us thus far on the
way, Thouwho hast by Thy might, led us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we pray. Lest our
feet stray from the places, our Gad, where we met Thee, Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the
|| weorld, we forget Thee. Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we farever stand, True to owr God, truete
our native land. —James Weldon Johrson

Wisdom for Daily Living: Forthe Lord gives wisdom, and fiom Hie mouth comes knowledge
and wnderstanding.  He holds victery in store for the upnight; he & @ shield to those whose wak i
blameless. For wisdom will enter youwr heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul
Froverks 2 8-7,10.

As a Thoughtful Parent: Blad Hetory—"8lachis Begulfd"ofthe 60% and T Blackand I
FProwd” of the Tz have nmot died, and ave yet apobcable. Forowr bisctimess is Smgeted, and ever 3
tamged. Owr blach history reveals a eatalyst (of faith m ostly) that hae propefed 2o many of us to nge
above non-enhity status. —Jam eg Thom as Jackson
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2013

The Church Schoaol reviews for this month
were wiitten by Willie Sandifer, Claudinette
Purifoy-Fears and Kenneth Parham.

harch 3, 2013

Lesson Title: Danisl's Vision of Change
Lesson Scripture: Daniel 7

Print: Daniel 7;1-3.8-14

Devotional Songs: #354], #272 [, and £243 []
Hey “erse: "Hewas given authorty, glory and
sovereign power, all nations and peoples of
gvery language worshiped him. Hie dominion
i an everlasting dominion that will not pass
aaay, and his kingdorm is one that will never
be destroved' [ Baniel 7.1,

The: prophet Daniel opened the eyes of Jews
in the zivth ecemtury B.C. so they could see
what God was and would be doing., What
Daniel saw was the wultimate triumph that
God s followeers today still long @ see.

Some Jews conspired to tai e matters into their
awn hands. They believed that the best way to
push fanward was to rebel against the Babylo-
piams. They did not believe the prophesies of
Habakk uk, Jeremiah, and others that God had
decided to allow the Babylonians to triumph
overthe [sraelites for their owin wickedness .

Cther Jewes gave up completely. They stopped
fallowing Israel's God and wrned to falke gods.
They assumed that i their God was the one
ttue God, they should akways triumph over
enemies. To them, Babylon's wictory ower Is-
raels Godwas a victory of Babylon's. gods, So
they tramferred allegiance.

Warch 10, 2013

Les=zan Title: Daniel's Prayer

Lesson Seripture: Daniel @

Print: Daniel 2:4-14, 17

Devotional Songs; #307 [); #375]); and #243]
Key Verse: "The Lord or God & merciful and
fargiving, ewen though we have rehelled
againsthim" (Daniel 283,

Daniels prayer in this lesson B best under-
stood when lopked at through a wide-angle
lens. The national identity of the Israelites had
s rook in Gods promise to Abraham that he
wiould became a great nation and that through
him all nations would be hlessed.

An important part of this promise was Gods
deliverance of Abraham's descendants from
slavery in Egypt, bringing them inta the Prom

ged Land. The people's welkbeing depended
an their keeping Gods lan, Should the Israst
ites fail in that, G od vowed to delwer them into
their enemies’ hands.

By Daniel's time many cemuries later, that &
what happened, The Israelites had forsaken
God's ways, and God had kept HE word te
Jjudge them. Judgment was not Gods last word
though He ako faretold that should the Israek
ites return to Him wholeheartedly, then He
would restore their fortunes. This & the key
backgroundta Daniels prayer inthis lesson,

harch 17, 2013

Lesson Title: Gabrig Irnterprets Ganiel 's Vi-
sion

Lesson Seripture: Daniel 8

Frint Danel&:1, 15-26

Tentative Devotional Songs: #215[ #258 [,

and #2432 ]
Key “Yerse: "The vision of the evenings and
marmings  that has been given wyou B

true” { DanieB:28 a),

In this: lessan, Daniel was visited by a spiriaal
entity in the form of'@ mighty man and the an
gel Gabriel. The spirtual entity asked Gahbriel
to explain the vision to Daniel. Before an e
planation was given, Daniel became afraid and
collapzed (fell prostrate), Gabriel needed te
comyey the meaning of the vision ta Daniel, 5o

Gabrie| awakened Daniel and put him badk on
his feet.

Gabriel indicated that the vision was not meant
for the surrent king of Daniels time but the v
sign it faretold of the wrath to come at the encl
of time.: The wision as interpreted, indicated
that a twa harned ram would battle 3 ane
hored geat The goat would defeat the ram.
The two horfed ram s symbolzed as being the
Kings ‘of Media and Persia; and the goat &
symbolized as being the King of Greece. R &
highlighted that the goats wvictery would be
short lived, &fter the death of the goat (hroken
hormy, four horrs will emerge. These four
horns are identfied as being the captains that
served under the King of Greece. Gabriel indk
cated that ene of the four little horns would be
come noticeably strong in power, wick ed and
even destroy the holy people. The mighty little
horm's reign 5 climax<ed by his ulimate defeat.

Gabrie|l ended the interpretation by indicating
that the vision Wwas true but the things noted in
Sl it rve pae J £
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2013

AL b e Mo e L0
the wiioan would not happen for & lang time,
and he asked Daniel notta tell it to others.

Thinkers and researchers of historical events
tend to read more into paszages such as this
one. They attempt to parallel past events ta
future evernts, They wonder if D aniel's wision
& applicable to current glebal palitical elimate
and, ako wander where they are on the time
line-to the end afime. Based on the encoun
ter of Daniel, # may be a blessing that Gods
workings are shielded from mertal minds ("not
hidden from ws, but hidden for "),

March 24, 2013

Lesson Title: The Lord's Supper

Lesson Scripture: Luke 22:1-33

Print: Luke 221430

Tentative Devotional Sengs: #530 [], #2571 [1;
and #2943

Hey Yerse; "The greatest among you should
be lke the youngest and the one who rules
Il e the onewhoserves” (Luke 22:26h},

Luke's versian of the Passion of Ghrist de
scribes the moments before Jesus' death and
Hiz farewell meal with Hie disciples. It'is during
this meal that Jeswus attemptedto prepare the
digciples for He pending death, predicted that
He would be bhetrayed by ane of HE own, ex
plained the power of greatness and offered a
weard of tharks to the disciples.

Jesws explained the meaning of the commur
ionmeal of bread andwine. He explained that
the bread and wine represented His broken
body and HE blood that weuld soon be shed
on the cross of Cakary. During the meal, Je
sus revealed that a trator was in their midst
which greatly confused the disciples, They
guestioned themseles and were in disbelief.
The factthat the dsciples were puzzled by this
strange announcemnentshons that they did not
know Judas' true character.

Following the meal, an argument broce out
amang the disciples as to which ane of them
should be thought of as the greatest. Onein
terpretation is that they were arguing about
whoshould sit in the place of honor at the ta-
ble. Jesus explained that the one who & de
serving of heneor & ene who sacrfices, pro-
vides seffless sewice, and puts others first,

Jesue thanked Hie diciples for following and
staying with Him through His trials. He furthar

told them, “That ve may eat and dronk at my
tablein my Hngdom U which meant that they
would have a plage of honor and distinction.

March 31, 2013

Lesson Title: The Lord Lives

Lesson Scripture; Luke 24:1-35

Prirt: Luke 241321, 28-35

Tertative Dewvotional Songs: #156 []; #2282 |
and #2943 ]

Key “ersa: "Then their eyves were opensd
and they recognized him, and he disappeared
from their sight” (Luce 24:31),

Luke gave an exhawstive account of the days
following Jeswus' crucifikion and His intial ap-
pearance after the resurrection. Mary Magda-
lene, Joanna and Marny the mother of James
vErhed Jeswus' tomb on the Sunday morning
following the crucifixion and found it empty.
They reported their findings W the disciples
who were in disbelief and Peter ran to the
tomb to investigate for himself. He was
amazed to find that the Lord was not present
and confirmed that the tomb was indeed smp-
ty. Onthesame day, two menwhowere traw
eling to Emmaus were discussing Jesus'
degth and the phenomenon of the empty
tomb. A stranger appeared, who would later
reveal Himself to be Jesus, who waked along
side sfthem and ask ed what they were tak ing
about. The men recounted the story of Jesus,
who they helieved to bhe a prophet one who
would redeem krael, and a person considered
by God and all people to be powerful in every
thing He said and did. They told of Jesus’
sentence of death and the events at the empty
tomly Jesus scolded ther for not believing the
prophets and then recited the Seripture noting
that what took place was part of Gods plan
and promise.

It was petting dark as they arived, so Em-
maus and the men invited the stranger to stay
with them: The shtanger stayved with them,
broke bread, revealed Himself as Jesus 1o the
men, and disappeared,

At that point, they realized that they were com-
muning with Jesus. They stated that when
Jesus spoke to thern about the Scriptures it
felt lilke a fire was burning within. They then
got up, returned to-Jensalem, told the eleven
remaining dis ciples and all that would listen
thatthe Lord & rsen. They then recounted the
events on the roadte Emmmaus.
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Dr. Butts Speaks for
GHIMF MLK Service

The Cr. Martin Luther King Jr. Emancip ation
Proclamation Service was held January 15th,
2013 at Progressive WUnion Miesionary Baptist
Church. This area-wide service & sponsored
by The Greater Hursville lnterdeneminational
Ministerial Fellowship (GHIMF) and = held
annually an the bithday of Dr. King. GHIMF
consists of minlsters from the Huntswville cone

LRty

Program participants were members of the
GHIMF, a city-wide choii composed of chaoir
members fram many of the ehurches wha par-
ticipate in GHIMF, and ushers fiom member
churches. The Special Guest for the service
was the Reverend Doctor Cakin O, Butts, |11,
Pastor, Abyssinian Baptist Church, New “ork,
W% and President, State Unpiversity of Mew
York (SUNYY College: at Old Westbury, He
was introduced by B Wayne Snodgrass, whe
is the immediate past president of GHIMF and
pastor of Progressive Wnion Misslonary Bap
tist Church. Dr. Snodgrass. described the
speaker as one who has labored faithfully for
the cauwse of righteousness, one who 5 come
mitted to civil rights and social justice, and ane
whose church's invelvement in the community
has led to a turnaround in the Harlem comrmw

rity.

Br. Butts spoke from the text of Revelations
12i1-11, Through the message he highlighted
that “We are: not free, vet” He emiphasized
that pers ons today cannotsleep because they
are not yetfree and should he traukled by the
mourning of ancestos who have struggled te
dllowy them 1o be where they are today.

"There's no salvation without the shedding of
blood.”

Gr. Buts noted that prophets words are of ne
good withowt programs. Fereparents  huilt
schook and churches because they heard the
voice of freedom. They sang the songs of
hape:

Hespoie of Or, King s involvement in the civil
rights mowvement and noted that there was.no
freedom without the shedding of blood of Br.
King and others, All of the pairs in & trars-
formed America came as a result of the free
dom movement but people are not free yet.
He noted that there must be a change in the
way people think and that communities must
be emponerad,

Sherry sets off across

Church School
Book Club

February 2013
: Decussion Date: 23 Feb 2013
10:00 AM, — 11:30 A M,

The Amen Sisters Angels Bensan, 2007

Mereh 2013 ) : .
CEcussion Date: 17 Mar 2013
10 00 A, —-1'1 :Eﬂﬁ-.M.

Mmhar:i! ir a Fh:e Bernice L Mr:Fiddln
2006

Mothing ean mend a broken heart quite like
family, Sherry has struggled all her 1ife to un
derstand who she &, where she comes from,
and, mest important, why her maother slapped
het cheek one summel sftemoon, The incident
has haunted Sherry, and it causes Wer ta I‘]IH
into her familys past Lke mamy family histe
ries, it & fractured and stubbermby reluctant to
teveal fts secrets; but Sheny s dzterrn]na:l to
kniew the full story, In just a few days' time, her
extended family will ﬂlthzrfnr @, teunion, and
the eountry with her
mother, Dumpiing, t:umn 'I'Jlern What Sherry
and Bumpling find on their Trip & far more im:
portant than scenic stes here and there-~f s

dhe assored pieces of their famil's pasts

Pulled together, they ieveal a
ing survival and abundant joy,

history of am -

Dr. Butts Speaks for
GHIMF MLK Service

Turning to the text he related the story of the
woman whose child was ready to be delivered
to the fact that the struggle is not over. His
the forgiveness of sin and Gods grace and
mercy that gontinue to encourage those in the
struggle. He concluded with a statement of
hope, "And the kingdoms of this world will be
come the kingdom of our Christ."

Although the weather outside was cold and
wet, inside a spirt-filed service provided hope
and empowerment.
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POTPOURRI

FEBRUARY B8
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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We know it [Black History Month] & here when sud-
denlky our children are writing repors on African-
American Inventars and owr local library puls up a
s pecial display of books by or about notable African
Americans. Az parents, it is entirely possible we ean
learn s omething new and valuable during Blade His-
tory Marnth, too.

The most important thing we can do, howewver, &
mae thie month of tribute wode for us by ersuring
that it & more than a change of pace at schaol On
this day, | will taie five rinutes to decuss Blads His-
tory Marnth with rry child and help him dras inspira-
tion and motivation out of owur history, and use it to

fuel his efforts to achieve his dreams. Slack Pears for

Paments, Ericy. Copage 1985

CEhelsea Carter recened an ihviation to attend the
J<th Annual Honars Convecation, Deha Sigma The
ta Sororty, Ine HunEwlle &lumnas Chapter, She will
ke reeggnized far hel academiec achigvement dur-
ing the first semester. The program will &k e place
an Mareh 2, 2013 & Progressive Unian MEsionary
Baptet Church, Humsyille AL She has alse peen
askedto particlpate In the Chapter's "Education Em
powerment Day" scheduled on Saturday March 2
2073 Chekea & the daughter of Lt Gol Felica
2 ader, Congratulations Chekeal

where he-will re gefve specific |
Job fitle &= Mental Health S pecialistwhere he will pri

About St. John

After 10 weeks of phys ical and
mertal training te préegars him
o hecome asaldigr in the Unit
gt States Army, PFE Kalan
[Andersor) graduated from
Basie Training, FtJacksaon,
Celumbia, South Earaling on
January 17, 2013

He ha now moved on fo, 18
weeks . of Sdvanced [ndnvidtal
Training (AITY in Ft Sam Haw
sion, San Antonio, Texas

jok training. H iz chosen

mmarihy ke respomeible for providing mental healthtreat
ment to patients, under thesupervsion of an Srmy
peychiatrist; socialbwokcer, psychiatrie adse or psy-
ehalagist,

Kalon & the'son of Tommy and Ehery| Andesan and

the grandson of the R everend Kerlam Gairett. Cons
graulations Kaan!

Seirra D, Fitchard & & 2008
praduate of Butler High Sehaal
and studied at Unvershy of Mo-
bile. She joined the Air Faree an
Mareh 18, 2012 She completed
her basic Taining in San Anfe-
nig, Texas. Sheis aurrently

| stationet In Wirginia. Her rank
B & 1-C

Sera s the daughter of Tony
and Sarina Fitahard.

% PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

e g

Pray Wit bt ceasing
Bic Thomas i

Haboon Andersom

Seimra Fitchard

Christon her Butier
PEase contaue @ pray forour miltary psons who ae
deployed overseas & w2l 8 those stationed wit lhin the
United States.
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S1. John AME Church

229 Church Street U Detens
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax Eermit R 20

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Epizcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patick Clayborn, Pastor

=3

Important Dates to Remember

February 13,2043 Ash Wednesday Service, 12 noon & 5:30p . m.
February 16,2013 Mirth District ¥PD LTI, Mokile, Alabama
February 2, 2013 Lay Organization Mesting, 5:20 p.m.

March 14-18, 2043 Mirth District Md-Wirter Mesting

March 2526, 2013 Haly Weeslk Revival , 6:30pm, nightly

March 27, 2013 Maundy Thursday Servce—Bring a Frignd!
March 29 Good Friday
March 31 Resurrection Day, Sunrise Service 6 a.m.,

Brealfast T:30a.m.- B:30a.m.
Easter Musicde 845 a.m.
Marming Warship 10;00a.m.

April &6, 2013 Connectional ¥PD Mesting, Birmingham, Alabama

April 13,2013 South Birmingham-Huntsville-Bessemer Digtrict Conference,
New Seed of Faith AME Church, Birmingharm- Tarrent

Thatfyou eonfer with your mout, “Jesus |1 Lard," and balle ve In your heart
that God ralesd him Tom e dead, you will be saved. Romans 1033

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message
Resurrection People

Acts 2:32

When the apostie Peter preached to a crowd about the miracle of the resurrection, he zaid,

“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of v are witnesses." Peter and his fellow apostles
were witnesses ofthe resurrection. They were resunection people.

. Theapostle Paul discovered in his comeersion that ane did not have to be atJesus’ empty tomb
ol seethe physical presence of the risen Lord to be a resurrection persan. He san a vision of
Jesis and was called by Jesus to preach the gespel That vision, according to Paul, gqualified
himto be an apestle (1 C erinthians 15:2- 11). Thus, Paulis a resurrection persaon.

Paul informed the church at Carinth that when he preached there, he communicated to them
what he had received - the miracle of Christs resurrection, which is in agreement with the scrip-
tures {1 Corinthians 15:3-4). By receiwing this message infaith, Pauls hearers become saved —
Reue B 1d Patrck 0. Chyban spirmtual witnesses of the resurrection (Remans 10;8). They become resurrection peaple,

Therefore, the church i a collection of resurrection people. Our identity as such & mozt felt now
- @5 we take our Lenten journeyto Holy Week and Resurrecton Sunday. This Lent we have es-
tablished a week by prayer call; are fasting from negative thinking and speaking, praying at least
twice a day, spending time with ourfamilies; = erving our cammiunity through Habitat for Human-

ity: and preparing for eur Holy Wedk Revival, Maundy Thursday Communion service,
= T and our Resurrection Sunday warship services and musical. W e will affirm our ide ntity
as resurrection people in our celebration afthe risen Lord Jesus,

Ciur revivalistwill be the Reverend Bankole &cinbinu. He & the pastor of Baptist Grove
| Church in Raleigh, North Garolina. The Reverend Skinbinu began preaching at the
age of sicteen. Hefollowed his calling through academic preparation and church min-
| istty. He earned a bachelors degree in in Bible Theology from Washington Bible Cob
| lege and the Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary. He served as
| theyoung adult assitant pastor at ©emmunity Bikle Baptist Church in Lanham, Mary-
b land, and later a the minister to youth and voung adults at 5t James AM.E. Chureh
in Mewark, Mew Jesey, The Reversnd Akinkinu & no stranger to St.Jobhn, He led
spring revival last year, and God so blessed his preaching that our soulks were set an
fire. We are excited to welcome him badk this vear for Holy Weedk! Let us be sure to
pray far him and for the revival.

This years Lenten journey is bittersweet. On March 12", twe of our church-family
members went home to be with the Lord: M Willie Jones and Mrs. Antoinette
Snodgrass Wikeon. In an upcoming edition of AMEN, we will pay a proper trikute to both of
them. For now, we ashk your prayers fortheir families and our church.

Itis no coincidence that our revival will take place just one week after their burials. God knew
that we would need restoration. God foresaw that'we would be grieving atthis very mament
AL by aa v )
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Bishop Henning Emphasized Faithfulness

In Founder's Day Commemoration
By BridgetJ. Flowdl

St John celebrated Founders Day at the 10:50 a.m. worship service on February 10, 2012, The

pre acher for this special day was Bishop C, Gamett Henning, S, Members of the Lay Organization
led the congregation in following thee AME order of worship, with the addition of the welcome!
occasion and litany. The Gospel Chair offered irs pirational worship insong.

The Gospel Choir renders a musical selection. Mrs. G laudinette Purifoy-Fears gives the aceasion.

—

Pastor Claybarn introduced the
preachel for the service. The sermmon
was entiled, "Are ¥Yau Faithful™ taken
from the teed Luke 12 37 - 458,

Bihop Henning began by paying trib-
ute both to former pastor and his faith-
ful helpmate, Br, Homer L and Kirs.
Mable MeCall and current pastor and
his wife and execufive minister, Dr.
Patick and Reverend Sheri Smith
Clayborn. In his sermon, Bishop Hen-
ning emphaszed the impotance of
commitment and k nowing “our histony;
having an institutional memory or his-
tory wehich can "spall our enthusiasm’.
That &, it & important to knas "AME
stories ... about the road we taveled’
He noted the eamelation of the Exodus

story in-the Bible with any eppressed

ol o7 identified group that needed{ needs)
Biehop Henning delvers the.-morning message.

liberation, "In the sight af God, we all

have walue®, according to Bshop Hen-

He noted thatthe text examines the corsequences of faithfulness and faithlessness, and encowraged
4 i o TR W)

ring.
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Bishop Henning Featured

During Heritage Moments Program
By BridgetJ. Flod

Bishop C. Garnett Henning was featured during
the African Amerizan History and Founder's Day
Program' highlighting "Heritage Maments”, After
affering the sermon for the 10:50 a.m. Founder's
Day Service, Behop Henning returned at 530
p.m. to give an everview of his experiences in
the ministry. and particularly during the times in
Africa as Bishop and a founder of The AME
University in 1928, This school has expanded
from a small number ta am enraliment  of eight
thous and (28,0003, according to Behop Henning.
He spoke of imes when he and Bishop David
L aniels (elected in 2004% wotked with parzhion-
Ers in war-torn areas. Additionally there was the
challenge of working in a paolitical e rironme it
that wias less than supportive of education while
parents of the young people were open to efforts
to establish an educationalsystem that prowvided
more than "second-hand’ bhooks, supplies and
facilties. Bshop Henning told of the imes.when
—— he was not only pastor of 5t Paul AME, St
Louis, but involved in community activis m, W hile

" presiding over the Bth Epicopal District, he
| served on the Bush-Clinton Katrina ©ommittee,

: : : - : Additionally he fielded guestions and reflected on

| Bihop Henning leads dis cussion on hs experiences. the Civil Rights Movement and his invalvement in

| ,,”l

by Mylan, Sr, explains the African drums, '

Dr.Pearson discusses atwith attendees.

P b e o e M
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Ash Wednesday Service Begins the Season of Lent
By Nina Johnzaon

An exceptional Ash Wednesday worship experience was held at Saint John African Methodist Epis-
gopal G hurch, February 13, 2013, The womship experience was subfle yet canied a greatsense of
the Haly Spirit. The dance and song minstries were amazing, scriptural readings and prayers moti
vating, and the delivered message most certainky brought. The s ervice took flight at G230 p.om, with a
ponerful and inspirational hymn, "Lead e Guide Me," led by Brother
Dennis Deloach and members inthe sanctuary folloveed.

Plenty of grace and mercy was demors trated through the ministry of
danee that was beautfully choreographed by the very talentzd Dr. Jennk
fer Patterson. The music selection played by Brother Souffrant set the
tone for the: service. “ocals performed by  Brother
Deloach exemplified devotion te the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Saint
John AME. church & known o carry @ plethors of talent, faith, and
an immense amaunt of leve and support for each and every one of i
members irside and sutside the cengregation.

The opening praver was led by Ms. Medra McDaniel. The Rewerend
Miriam Garrett read the moving scripture of |l Corinthians 520 6:10,
and Reverend Charles Glover continued with Isaiah 58:1-12. Both serip-
tures were inreference to not accepting Gods grace in vain (ar empty),
not for others but for voursel, and serving others in Jesus' name, Afer
wards Reverend Sherigave the call to altar prayver for those wha needed
some clarity and alleviation from the weeks' bamricades.

B e a r i n @
the meditation was
Pastar Clayborn who
gave these in atterr
dance . something to
truly think about. The
message was entitled
"Preparing for Easter’ and the text was 2 Caorin-
thiams 572081 and |saiah S84 Pastor mentioned
how Ssh Wednesday & the preparation far Easter
and how pemsors should irspect relatiorships
and incarporate ehanpges in lifestyle.

Jdennigr Patterson prepares o
rrinister in dance.

He highlighted the follow
ing ways. to prepare for
Easter. Prepare by being
pure, having a holiness of spirit (keep one's spirit from all that B negative),
and loving God and neighbors. Pastor Clayborn akka mentioned that the fran-
sition will not be a simple as one may think; however, the Lord & there inthe
midst of the matter. Concluding, he zaid that all =orts of preparations. are
miade far Christmas, why not prepare for Easter?

Pastar Clayhom delivers &sh Wednesday message,

In clesing the Ash Wednesday worshipservice, the ashes were placed on the
foreheads of the members who attended the semwice; which Pastor Clayborn
indicatad would serve as the benediction.

Lenten dewvotional were distributed after the service, Members were in-
structed to use these & a8 mears of spiritual eleansing and praying for areas
The imposition ofthe ashes. such as family, body, spirit and the church, as Easter approaches.
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Pastnr's Message

bl e ey et

God alko knew that we neesded to be re-
minded that we are resurrection people. Bven
though Mr. Jenes and M. Wikon have left
us, we will see them again! Prase God for
Gods wedom and compassion!

We are aresurrection peaple. This Jesws Gad
raised wp, and we all are witnesses. Let s
witness to His resurrection. Letus prase Him
on Palm Sunday. Let us worship Him through
Hol Wesk. Let us commune with Him on
Maundy Thursday. Let us reflect on His saork
fize an Good Friday. Let us wait patienthy for
Him an Holy Saturday. Let u= celebrate His
triumph on BResurrection Sunday! Let us reaf-
firrm Hi identity as rsen Lord — net anly during
this season but throughout the remainder of
vour days. That B the calling ef resurrection

peaple. For a day is coming when the dead in
Christ will rise, and those who remain wil be
caught up to meet Him. Then, we will be fully
the meswrected peoplel

The Storm

God is olir refige and senglh, an erer-present help
in toubie. Therefore we wil nof fear, though the
earth give way and fhe mnuﬁm fall into the heart
ofthe sea, Psams 48, 1-

My san lives on Flandds Gulf coastin a vaca
tion resort. HE!H.]E‘!:E ‘to say we visit him guite
often. And if you have ever been in Florida you
have witnesced at least one: 515|'| ‘that- states
tnrrentlnlrilnstnrrrs

One fime on our way home we fan inte ane of
those starms: This ene was Eu:fmmElv Bad. It
was raining.so hard it loaked as if hu:l{!h of
water were pouring on the windshizld of our Gal,

You couldn'tsee a thing in front of you. But my
hushand refused ta, pull gver and wait until the

sturm passed. He - said that we were going

through & @ band of storm clouds and ft would

soon be aver | was very afraid and ancious. All
| eauld saywas “Lord Help!”

A5 | W trying ta see for him {smile} | heard
someone singing, “The storm is raging all
around me.” It was & choir singing "Hold Back
the Night”, an the. radio. | thaught that was a
comcience. A5 was IEtEmrm o the song and.
still kEEpIn_q iy eves on the r:ni:l | calmed
dowin: a little. By the time thatsung unded it veas
j,us’c Faiming 'l.r!r'p' hard. The next song was,

"Peace Be Stil", by Vanessa Belle Armstrong: |
Was amazed. I'thaught that God was tefling me
to have faith and He would get us thraugh this
rair storm just lke He got us through all of aur
personal storms In life. “Just be still and k now
that | am God” Well the rain stopped, the sun
came out and it looked & if there was nevel a
storm. That happened about the s ame fime the
very next song on the fadio was, "MY God 5
Awesomel”

Yau see_ God always has a message for s, Evenin
imesoffear we just fa ve o sit Sl and liden,
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iTHRIVE launches EMERGE and ARISE

By Janette RB. Srrith

iTHRIVE & a nesw ministry at 5t John 2ME aimed atsupporting existing youth pregrams by creat
ing event and experiences that will nurture, feed and heal the minds, bodies and spirtits of the
yvoung people inthe church. Thefist eventwas Friday Mie Livel The success of thatewvent and the
Wacation Bible School sessions of 2012 highlighted the need within the church for more "hands-an’
mentoring and straight-tak sessions forthe youth.

At the end of 2012, iITHENE held i first young men's session
through the entity known as Ememge. The Reverend Patrick Claybarn,
Cr. Darrell Ezell, and Youth Pastor Willie Diggs fram Beacon Hill Wor-
ship Centerin Madisan, Alabama, were warmly received a5 the guest
speakes. The meeting tock place at Ryans Restaurant on University
Drive. Members of the Sons of Allen were invited to abserve the
laungh of Emenye to offer a smooth trarsition into their asn mentar-
ship effors for 20013, The voung men left encouwraged to reach out
whenever they nesded advice and extra suppart. One-on-ane meet-
ups and phane calls continue to vield positive resuls:

Setting the tone for Women's Hstory Morth, on March 1, young ladies
of St John AME Church were hosted atthe first Anse event. The
Reverend Patrick Clayborn shared the heartheat ofthe church to sup-
port and nurture youth, while The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn
chared the specific heartbeat of Arnse. The young ladies in sttendance
were treated to a fimtclass affair in the fellewchip hallthat had been
transformed ints a formal dining roam with three activity stations.

The first station was the Arnse Scripture wall where young ladies read
1 posted soriptures that serve & the foundation for the organization
. The next station was the Arze "Making of Me" table. There, the men-
toring adult women including Ms. Janette Smith, Ms. Nedra Melanigl,
Mrs: Pamela Whitehead, M. Mary Rankin and Mrs. Cheryl Andeson shared arbwork, books,
DWD's, artifacts and other items that helped shape them a women. The young ladies heard the
stories behind these iterms, asked questions, and fook detvn the names.of these things that inter
ested them,

foung men tr‘igage in discussion at dinner,

The transfarmed fellowship hall

The Anse group was then treated to a special presentation by Ms, Katina Walen, a well-known
spoken word artist in the Tenness ee Valley, She performed an ariginal piece specifically written for
the young ladies of Afsetitled, "Girlon Fire! A print of e wok will ke provided to the young ladies

0L AT A D
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AME Church

Tty ieARevival

TH EME: VISION DRIVEN
Puhfﬂu . Parrion . Power

Mo wed
Moot sth - Marer 2 %¢h

6:30 p.m.

You are invited to enjoy this
highly spirited revival full of

prayer, powerful preaching,
and praise.

5t. John A.M.E. Church
129 Church Street
Huntsville, AL 315801.
The public is invited to attend.
For mare information
call (256) 534-3765

- Ev_ BAHKDLE AKINE]NU ar 'HISH. #ww,!.tiulm-hi'u’.gl;

BPaAasTOR, BAPTIBT GROVE QLR -
RaLEr=H, NORTH CAROLIMNA
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Holy Week Schedule

LM SLIN DAY

Wareh 2<4ih
B:00 amand 10:50 am Serviess

HELY WEEHK REVIVAL

lareh 25th—IZ7th
G50 pr, Righthe
The Reverend Bark ale Sainkinu, B evialst

MALNDOY THURSDAY

March 28t
B30 pm

GOOD FRIDAY

fdarch- 284
Merthwest Alabhama Canferenge
Seven Last Words Service
St Jahm AME Ohureh, Birmingham
12000 prm

RESURRECTION DAY

Mareh 21t
00 am Sunmise Sen e
Fi20-am Bredifast
230 am Easster Misisale
1500 am: Easter Mo mirg Waship

"You 3 fo pidng far demis B Nazanene | who was
crueifed. He has meen M Wark 16:8

iTHRIVE

Sl ol et i B

at a later date. Dinner was then zerved. The
menu forthe evening was baked chidien, orzo
salad on a bed of mixed greens, wheat rolks,
assorted caie pops and strawberry lemonade.
Table discussiors centered an cultural inter-
sk, travels and optiors for college and voca-
tions. Fine dining tips were shared and every-
one enjoyed the meal prepared by our own
secret in-house chef, We. MNedra McDaniel,
assisted by her sous chef for the evening, Mrs,
Eva -Smith.

Az dezsert was served, the young ladies took
part in the "Imagine You" board where they
shared their dreams and where they imagined
themzehes in the future. The everning then
shifted to the workshop portion on the event
hs. Janette Smith gave an inspirational mes-
sage on "Using Your GPS; God Positioning
System'. The interactive session included =&
video presentation fram' Eva Bunkley, a multi
Emmy &xard winning make-up artist and Indie
Film Maker, who shared herstaories of struggle
with self-esteerm and growing in God confi
dence. The followup decussion on sel-
apceptance was passionately engaging and
each young lady had an opportunity to share
her 'tak e avay' from the night.

Throughout the evening strategic activities
centered on refining the "woman of God” in
them. As such, the young ladies helped pre-
pare thank you cards to those who served to
maie the night a success. They also recorded
a 'thank vou' wideo for Mrs, Burkley for her
time and insights. The ewvening successfully
concluded with & charge by The Rewverend
Sheri te not be afraid to stand alene as they
stand for what i right Cther Arse and Ememye
event are already inthe wors.

Membership Canvas Is
Being Conducted

The Steward Board & conducting the annual
membership canva - during the month  of
March. Stewards will contact members wha
digd not complete the canwvas forms an the 2nd
or 3rd Sunday in March. PFlease support the

Stewards as they sesk to contact every memy
ber ofthe congregation,
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Founder's Day
Commemoration
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the congregants ta be faithful in service and
worship and not focuszed on a title or armount
of contribution te the church or organization.
He encouraged self assessment in terms  of
posing the question, "Am | in Gods Will? and
that @ccording to the text, in order fo be
bleszed aneshould be about God's business.

Behop Henning then trarsitoned to BiEhop
Richard Allen's comversion as he "stretehed
the borders of religion and econoamic &mp o
erment’ and noted that Bishop Allen "had to
buy his own freedom...but set others fiee re
ligiousl". The preacher then expounded on
the church of today and the need to speak out
on poliical wBsues of the day as African
MethodEm has & proud histary  of rapid
graweth in earlier times as . well as a foundation
of palitical and economie activem, BiEhap
Henning noted that“our value 5 hased an the
messice of God in us... ne have power when
Jdesus iz gt the cenler.. you e never beyond
the reach of Jesus Ghist”. Hknodied down,
Bishop Henning ehallenged those listening to
"get up...Jesus still loves us and & in control,
He emphasized the imperative that “African
MethodiEm must make disciples” of thesewhao
are members; and the churgh should not
merely focus on placing their names on the
rale. He encouraged that as an "AME disck
ple...take up your cross...persevere and pre
serve.chknow and love the Lord.. . know ou
hertage’. He indicated that an inhertance is
mare than a gift; it & an investment and that
“Jesus 5 imvested in 8", He emphasized pa
tience because victory does not abways ocowr
wihen desired or expected but"Jesus is newver
late"., Bishop Henning closed on that encour-
aging note by gqueoting familiar s cripture prom:
Bing victerytriumph for "thos e who wait upan
the Laord..” and the utimate praise of ".__well
done thy good andfaithful servant”.

After the invitation te Chrstian discipleship,
Pastor Clayhern gave remarks and the inspi
rational service came to a clase. The mes-

sage of fathfulness to God and to the AME
Church was well received.

Heritage Moments

VL Eamiraesl own g 1)

same. He emphazized that it & important fal
youth (and others) to realze that "you are net
what semeone calls you, it's what vou answer
te", He ako offered the advice, "Deant get
mad, get determined” when facing obstacles,
such as weere encountered during the Move-
me nt

The reflection and sharing of wisdom occurred
in a relmed setting, and, with a refreshing
cornbinaton of confidence and humilty given
the unigue and significant contributiors made
by BeEhop Henning. The well-atended event,
despite inclement weather, was off to a good
start

Priar ta Bishop Henning's dscussion, the wel-
come and devation weere offered. Padicipants
were made aware of how to access the docu-
mentary, "Bishop Richard Allenr Apostle of
Freedom"”, wia the Internet Chttp:dl
www motherbethel orglallenfversion2!
indez.htrl), Ms. Lula Rochelle offered a spirit-
filled sola after Bishop Henning spoke with the
group, which served a5 the perfect send-off on
"TheWak". Forthis phas e of the event those
in attendance could spend a few minutes  at
each station to "experience history through the
stories of several 5t John AME Church mem-
hers".

The persons and topicsidemorstatiors were
as followss: Mi lvy Joe Milan — &frican Drums;
. William Bell — Buffalo Saldiers; Calonel
James Hewyward — Miltary Experiences; hs.
Mattie Ezell — Marching & a College Shudent;
Br. Cliftan Peamon — What & Black Art®
Chroniele of Friend and Black Female Artist
wha fought the odds to pursue her passion; Br
Lee Williams — ProfessoExperiences of Aca-
deme; M. Slifton Miller — Farming; Mrs. Mary
Rarkin — The Desegregated Classroem. The
presentations were intriguing and entertaining,
Stodohn membes clearly have a wealth of ex-
periences and infor maticon to share,

Light refreshments were served in the Fellow
ship' Hall. Pastor Claybormn offered the closing
prayer. The evertwas very special and mam/
comments and compliments suggested that
this should be the first of mamy such svents.
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Habitat 2013 Build Schedule

This year St John will partner with © hurch of the N ativity Episcopal, First © hristian, St. Mathew's
Episcopal; First Presbyterian, Aldesgate Methodist, United Church OF Huntville, and Covenant
Presbyterian. Although our focus days were March 2, 8, and 18, members are encouraged to par-
ticipatethroughout the schedule:

DATE DAY ACTIITY

Mar. 18, 21,23 Tue, Thur, Sat Install porch beams, barge rafters, facia, iﬁl::
access, electrical r:ugh in, |;|:|I'|.|mt:|hg HWALL
‘raugh-in by others) shrt winyl s iding

Mar, 28, 25, 30 Tue, Thur, Sat Install wall insulation, (shestrock
by sub)

Apr.2, 4. 8@ Tue, Thur, Sat Paint walls, continue vinyl siding, irstall shutters

Anrg, 11,13 Tue, Thur, Sat ‘Clean floors and windows, install winyl tile,
landscape '

Apr. 18,18, 20 Tue, Thur, Sat Install and paintinterior doors and frim, install
eabinets, | plumbing by others) and electrical
fiztures

Apr. 23, 26, 77 Tue, Thur, Sat Install closet hardware, window blinds, storm
doors, bathroom accessories

Apr0, May 2,4 Tue, Thur, Sat Catch up wod, touch up paint, clean and
wax floos

May 7,9, 11 Tue, Thur, Sat Work punch list, DEDICATION CEREMONY:

Sat 1th

Regular working hours are from 8:00 AM o 3:00 PM with a break for lunch around noon. Lunches
are pravided on Saturdays enly. Bring carpentry took, a utility knife, gloves, safety glasses if you
have them. St. John prosvided lunch on Mareh 16th and will provide lunch again on April 27th.

Ditections to site: Due to limited patiing atthe build site, a shutfle & available from West Maskin
Lake Elementary Schoaol Theschool & located at5308 Mastin Lake. From 7:30 to 230 am the shut-
fle rums continuously back and forth from the school. The waitwill be about S -10 minutes. After that
the shuttle will run every 1/2 hour.
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AMEN Staff Serves YPD

Ewvery year members of the St. John YFQR are
servers for the Annual Taste Tea that s spon
sored bythe AMEN Staff. They patiently server
everyone before they are s erved, Often there
B little remaining of the most faverite dishes
when it is ime forthe YPDers to eat.

This year the AMEM staff expressed their ap
preciation to the ¥PDers by serving them after
their February meeting. The table as set and
the YPDers were served at their seats. The
snack included tukey burger sliders, apple
sauce, assorted cookies and hotchocolate.

Wsion Driwven. Service

s
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ALL ARE WA ELCTIRNT

Opening Dur Church Ho me

"Share with' Gods peoplewho arein negd.
Practice-hos pitality” — Romams 12:13

"Hospitalty" comes from the same Latin word
a5 hospoital | they both lead to the same result
“"healing’. When we open our doors to some-
ane we are sending thE message. "You mat
terte me and to God"” When we imvite oul
guest to visit, heshe hears: "l m worth the ef-
fort' and "they eare for me”

A= we open oul cdeors to feed the hungry, as
God wishes, we welcome the needy, the hun-
gry and the exhausted.

Ve pray as we open our doors to provide a
spirtual oasizs for all who come by providing

them Christian hos pitality,

During this HOLY SEASCN, let us serve & a
"hos pital’ helping those who are going through
Ife's storms and need restaration. We can be
used by the Lord because He provided for us.

AME Proud
Our Motto

Ghrist Cur Redeemer,

Father,
the . Spicit Cur Comforter, Humankind Ciuy
Farmihy."

“Fod Ow
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Easter Meditation
Subimitted bythe Rewversnd Sher Bmith Claybom

Walk inthe Light

While | lewe the Christmas season, Easter has abvays been my favorite., Not the Easter of hunnies,
egos, candy, toys and Easter baskets, bt the Easter of Resurrection Sunday! From a young age, |
have anticipated Sunrke service 'on Resurrection Sunday., There has abvays been something special
tome about meeting at church with sinnes saved by grace, grateful forwhat Jesus Christ endured for
s, | am abvays excited to reet with people, lke myself, wha bring special prage and worship to
celebrate the risen C hrist.

After all, liturgically speaking, the last ime we would have seen each other at church circumstances
would have been significanty different fm avisual peson... sowhen [think... [ see... look with me. .

K wee last met on Maundy Thusday- Jesus was still praying about His decsion, agonzing
over His future in ministry; His will was being conformed to the will of His Father. He was be
trayed by one who had waked with Him, taked with Him, and learned from Him. His support
system fell asleep on Him when all He asked them to do was pray. He was denied by the
ane who wanted to have He badk so badly that he would eut off a soldier's 2ar in defense of
desus, Yet, Jesuswas ableto putit allin Gods hand and mawve forward,

Friday Jesus was judged and crucified even though He was innocent. He was buried in a
borrewed tomb where a proper burial could not be perfarmed duete Sabbath restraints. His
bocy would have to wait to recewve proper ointment for burial. The literal atrosphere grieved
His death.

Saturday He was still in the grave. People were grieving waondering if hope was a viable op-
tion. The dEciples were lost,

But early Sunday morming, the wemen went to the tomb to find that God had already worked
the situation aut:

That's why | love Easter Sunday! Itis a constant reminder of Good Friday, Therewould be no resur
rection without there having been a crucifizion. On Easter Sunday, we are reminded that cur sacr

fices are not invain, and they are not permanent. God akways has the final word.

Even inthe midst of the worstsituations we may find ourselves in... Gad & still warking an aur behalf,
There 5 no =ituation that God cannot work aut. Inthe times that svere so daik you could barely see
yourway to pray for yourself or encourage yourself, God wis moving to cover vou,

A friend af mine, B, Raguel 5t Clair Lettsame, has a sermon where she taks about God working
things out while it's still dak. Thats what God did for Jesus. We want to celebrate Easter in aur
liwves, and God wants us to celebrate Easter in ouwr lives. However, there are these of us whe wantto
jump over the agony of Thursday, the fear of Friday, and the dadkness of Saturday, What we don't
realize & that God starts working before we know we need God.

kn't that just ke God? God has a track record of woiking in the dark. The darkness of life often
tempts & twowallow in oy instead of wading in worship. The uncerainties of life aften tempt us o
check out instead of pressing on. The heartbreak of life often leads us to fret irctead of faith. But
know that God & already atwaork in yeursituation.

Just in ease your situation & dark right now, don'tworry. Don't be afraid, God still works in the dark.,

In case its not a siuation but t's you thats living in the dad...| offer vou Jesus...the Light af the
Woarld. Hi light still tanscends all datkness. You don't have to stay in dakness. You dor't have to

stay in darkness~you canwak, tak, live |n the light.

Walli in the Lght. Beauliful Ught. Com e where the dew drops of mercy shine bright
Shine all amwund us byday and by night. Jesus the Ligkt of the Would
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HERSTORY OF WOMEN IN MINISTRY
IN AFRICAN METHODISM

Rew. Sandra E. H. Smith Blair

FPssociate hinister, St. Paul Afican histhodist Bpiscopal Church, Berdeley, CA
mmediate Past President, Conmectional A E.AMomen i hinistry

This article covers the evolution of leaders hip roles for Protestant women with specific reference to
Arican Methodist churches. Although the Second Great Awakening in the mid-18th sentury created
greater opportunities for women to be imvolved inworship, socialnoms and Biblical injunctions were
generally used in antebellum = eciety to justify the exclhusion of women from public roles or offices in
Protestant churches. In the late 18th century, women began moving into new arenas of lay leader

ship in heme and foreign missions as well as religious education but barriers to erdained minstry
remained. Denominations with free chureh polity ane religious. grodps of @ more charematic nature
were more amenable than the mere hierarchical ehurehes to permiting new forms of female leade-
ship. Antoinette L Brown became the first American woman to be fully admitted to the Christian
minstry whenshe was erdained in 1853 to serve the Congregational Chureh at South Butler, Mes
Yo, Anna Howard Shaw was the first Methodist warman to be ardained. After being denied ardina

fion by the Methodist EpEeopal Church Conference in 1880, she was ordained in the Methodist
Protestant C hurch but was so disillusioned she did not remain active in the church. | was not until
1824 that the Methodist Epecopal Church began granting women ardination as local preachers.

Among the African Methodist denominations | the AMEZ C hurch was the first-to ordain a woman.
Julia &.J. Foote was ardained 3 deacen in the Hew Yok Conference in 1284 and an eider in 1800,

Mary J. Srmall was ordained a deacon in the PhiladelphiafBatimore Conference in 1885 and an
elder in 1888, The AME and CME Churches did not begin to ordain wormen until the mid-20th cen-

tury, Women with callings te ministry emerged soon after the inception of the AMEQ in 17ET,

o Jarena Lee, the first preaching woman, was allowed by Richard Allen to preach and
was licensed butwas refused ardination.

o  Sophie Murray and Elzabeth Cole of Bethel, Baltimore
Rachel Evars of Mew Jersey
HarrietFekon Tayler of Union Bethel in Washington

Both women and men sought to persuade the churchto recognize the call of women to the preach
ing ministry,
*  An 1844 petitiontothe General © onference to licens e women was reje oted
® In 1845 the Daughters of Zion Women's Society petitionedthe General Conference and
faced opposition led by Bishop Daniel Payne
# In 1852 Bishop Paul Quinntried ursuccessfully o get a resolution approved fo license
Warmen
# |n 1884 the General Conference let'a resolution to licerse women die
s In1E85 Bishop Henry MeMeal Turmer ordained Sarah A, Hughes a deacon in the Marth
Carplina Conference but this was overturmned by the 1888 General Conference

Mot until 1288 did the AMEC General Conférence approve the licersing of women as |local preach
ers but it prohibited them being assigned and defined their role as evangelists,

I vaaneracel oo e 1 A

" Only exeerpts of Rew. Blairs article are featurad here, Tosee her fullwad, visit httpedd
warasds edwim.org/Decumentsi/Herstory_sf WIN_in_the AMEC_B-07 pdf.
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HERSTORY OF WOMEN IN MINISTRY
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The AMEL began ordaiming women as lecal deacan in 19928 and lecal elder in 1953 but net until
186D wiere wamen ardained to tinerantordems, [Rev, Gertrude Bryant of Louviswille in the 13th Epis-
copal D strict wwho was ordained in 1258 into her 80's carried around with her a 1952 DiEsciple which
read: "Women are included inthe provisions for the ardination of lecal deacon. In no case shall they
wiomen) be given tinerant relations hip."]

In the late 1&th certury the African Methodist Ghurches established the first official position for
women with the creation of the office of stewardess for womento assist the pastor and male stew
ards and class leaders in certain capacities, as well as to attend to females inthe church, This was
done by the AMEC in 18682, The revival of the Early Church order of deaconess created an addi
fional arena of lay service for Protestant women, In 1200 the AME General Canference set up the
office of deaconess as a pesition efspecial status farwemen to pedanm full-time church and charita-
ble work.

Wormen ako served a5 exhorers, missionaries, and evangelsts. In 1878 the Women's Parent Mite
Missionary Society was organized, and in 18668 the Women's Home and Ferelgn Missionary Society
wias established. Howewver, these were structural attermatives to ordination that kept women-in a
suboerdinate role subject to strict male contrel and authority, and did not allow for full inclusion and
equity inthe leadership of the church. Somewomen left the church for denominations that accepted
their calling. For example, Rebecea Cox Jackson joined the Shakers, Though women today are
ordained for the deaconateé and elder’s orders and comprse approeimate by 20% of the clergy across
the Caonnection, we still experience opposition, denial of our gifts for ministy, and gquestioning of the
validiy of our calling.

The: reality that women in minstry face & the glass ceiling that limits our upward mobilty In the
church. Female pastars have demonstrated their capability for church building and church grewth,
Howewver, most women are assigned to small to medium s2e churches. Location at a ehureh that
pays a smaller budget excludes women from cerdain positiors s uch as preaching or leading worship
atsome events, membemship on the finance commitee, election a General Conference delegate/f
alternate, membership on the General Board and major commissiors. Wik are engaged in a diver
sity of ministries — teaching, chaplainey, counseling, evangelism, eto. —but in a hierarchical clerical
setting, opportunities for leadership are generally given to pastors of larger churches who are pre-
dorminanthy men.

The first fermale: Presiding Elder in the AMEC, Rewv. D orothy Morris of the Guyana Conference (18th
District) was appeinted in 1973 by Bishop Frederick H. Talbot. The first in the U.5., Rew, Camelia
Wright ef the West Virginia Annual Conference (3rd District) was appointed by Bshop Vintan R,
Andersan in 1983, The first an the African continent, Rev. Esther Ntinda of the Motheast Zambia
Gonference { 17th D gtrict), was appointed by Eshop Richard A Chappelle in 1290, To date, a fotal
of same 30 appontments have been made, and approximately 19 women actively serve a Presid-
ing Elders. Qnly until recently female candidates for Bishop have beentaken seriously on a cannec-
tional level Increasing acceptance of the factthat it was ime forwomen tosit on the Bench of Bish-
ops led to the herstoric election of Bshop Yashti Murphy Mckenzie in 2000, and of BEhop.Carolyn
Tyler Guidry and Bishop Sarah Francis B avis in 2004,

With our stuggles and accomplishme s, we can celebrate the increasing number ofwamen in mir
ity inthe AMEC, the diversities of ministries which they are performing, the number of women
glergy halding Annwal Conference offices such as Dean of the Board of Examiners, the growing
number of female Presiding Elders, the seating of women in the General Board, and the greater
presence of women inthe Episcopal District delegatiors 1o the General Canference,

Editor's Mote : The &4 EN staffthan ks the Rewversnd Blair for her article and Or, Teresa Fry Brown for her con-
subtation.
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Did You Know? What We Don't Know |S Hurting Us.
Information Leads to Influgnce

Subimitted by The Reverend Docter Marca Alen Dwens
11" Episzopal District
Azzigtant Pro®ssor of BEndronrmental Scence & Policy - Florida A8k University

Reprinted fwith permisson] fom The Anvd

Earth Dayis April 2, and for mamy people of galar, twill be just-ancther Monday. ButEarth Day be
gan in 18970 as an annual celebration to promote anvareness of taking care of all of the resources of
God's creation.

EARTH DﬂY In‘its Ecumenical Statement on the Environment, the National Couneil of Churches UWSA (N EZC) de-
soribes the current path of ecological destruction as a theolopgical crss caused by the proliferation of
a fakke gospel “that God cares for the sakvation of humans only and that our human calling & fo e
ploit the earth for our own ends alone ™

famy ofteday's leading pellution problerms are the result of actiors and deceiors made by individual
APRIL 22 citizen consumers, However, many Americars do not feelthat small personal sacrifices are-mearn

ingful in terms of global ermvironmental stewardship. This attitude & indicative of a lack of emviron-
mental knowledge. There & an adage, often wsedwhen indwviduals and groups don't want to face an
unpleas ant reality—"What They Don't Know Wen't Hurt Them.” Enowledge about ervironmental
Esues ure contrary to that adage. In the case of emvironmental ssues, What We Don't Know |5
Hurting Us.

Climate change i an Esue where citzens do not understand the importance of their individual deci
giors and consumption practices on climate change, Climate change |efers to the way that the
Earth's climate i changing over ime. Scientets are now 90 to BS percent certain that the changes
they're seeing in the climate are the result of human activities. In general, these activities are causing
the Earths average temperatire to rise, which & why the prablem is often called "global warming.”
But because higher temperatures will lead to a wide wariety of changes in the climate, not just
warmer temperatires, experts preferto call the problem "elimate change.”

Why should we know about climate ehange™ As individuak who hold positions of authority and re-
spect in the blade community, pastos and leaders in historically Blade denominatiors such as the
AME Church should be equipped with s pecific knowledge in arder to inform their congregations and
to influence public policy. Infact because of the historical and contemporary importance of the AME
Churzh in the lves of many people of Aftican des cent. the approach ofthe AME Church must be ad-
justed ta recognze the interéonnectedness of everything. We must bridge the paps of science, relig-
ion, and culture in srder to become environmentally literate, In order to influence public policy, we
must beceme familiar with and knowledgeable af emvironmental Esues. Further, as glabhal citzens,
we must hecome fluent in speaking about them and thelr impact on individual, local, national, and
global levek, becaus e what we don't know |5 hurting us,

Climate change and other emvirenmental Esues must be incorporated into aur regular faith dis-
course. What 5 taught in the AME Church should equip ts members with key concepts, skills, and
particularvalues and disposiions toward issues such a= creation, ecology, and Esues of social jus-
tice. For example, many churches focus lessons and sermans on stewardship, butthe sperational
definition of stewardship is often limited to financial or economic stewardship,  Howewver, enviran
mental stewardship, that is, "wvolurtary gommitment, behavior, and accomplishmens that result in

FL Ew\venad o g | B

"Mational Gouncl of Churches of Christ Boo-Justice Programs (NGG Y, God's Eardr is Saced; An Open LeHer
to Clhuch and Sociely in the United Stales
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EARTH DAY

Did You Know? What We Don’t Know IS Hurting Us:
information Leads to Influence

L eamiimiang Wear pyee 1

environmental protection or improvement,” & lacking, 2 & an emphass on and acceptance of per
sonal responsilility for actions to improve emvironmental quality and sustaina bility.

Al owver the United States, there are battles over whether to teach the theory of evolution, because
Christians believe that God created heaven and earth. [ that & what we believe, then why don't we
act ke it by respecting, corsening, protecting and caring for ALL of Gods creation™ We must seek
to be informed Christians because information and knowledge can lead to influence and our people

“indeed are pershing for lack ofknowliedge. What kind of knowledge are we lacking™

. Bid you know? The nation's largest hazardous waste landfill & located in Emelle, Alabama
{Sumter Countyl,

= [id you know? Higher temperatures of global warming are expected to decrease overall air qual
ity

& Did you know? COver 70 percent of African Amerncars live in counties inviolation of federal air
pollution standards,

*  [id you Kk now? Climate change & expected to increase the incidence of asthma in the genearal
population,

= Did you know™ African Americans are nearly three-times as lkely to be hospialized or killed by
asthma than whites.

® [id you know™ Climate chanpge & ‘expected to increase the range of many dis eases, as warmer
conditions will allew dizease-spreading ins ects such as ticks and mosguitoes to live in places. they
previous ly couldn't lve.

&  [id you know? Scientists estimate that the potential for a malaria epidenic could increase by up
to 27 percant as a result of climate change. Warrmer and wetter conditions in the US are likely to.in-
crease malaria rates in the United States,

= Did you knowT African Americans are one and a half times lexs lkely than White Americans to
have medical imsurance and are less [kelyte have regular access o medical care. & 3 result, in-
creames in dEeases put African Americans more atrisk than other communities.

Clur eommunities are directly affected by policy deceiors made at the federal, state, and local levels,
and we have aright to participate in the decEion making process. We bear a dispropodionate share
af the environmental burders, but our veices are virtually silent in the process of making decEiomns
which impact the quality of our lves. Infermation and k nowledge lead toinflience. Let us pray for
access o knewledge, and courage to take appropriate actions with the reminder that in the case of
enviranmental Esues and their impacts, what we don't know |5 indeed hurting us:

O God oer creator, who by youwr own design, fearilly amd wondedully made heaven and
egrth and all it inhabiants, we, as part of huw aniy, hum bly thank you for the priviege of
being named stenards of your creation. May his yvouwr Zion, eguip the saints with the
anaensss that eminds s that stewardship is not dictatorshio, that dom inior iz not de
-struchive dom ination, that worshio and Wwitness ae not Wasteful, and that we, oo, are pait
of an ecosystem designed to Wve in inkwdependence, hamony, and balance. Fomnive us
for owr sine agamat the rest of dreation, and &t ue, 3z partof fransform ing the workd, begin
o five with the recognition that You m ade the earth to susiain our need |, mot owr greed . O
Lo, thiough Jesus Christ, the salvation of all creation, and throwgh the power of the Holy
Sonit, we give you ai the honor, glory, and praise, Amen.

Editor's Mote: The S EN staffis thankdful for the eontribution of the Fewrend Doctor Dwens tothis issue ofthe
AVEN as well as for her contribution last month, Tel Owr Stomes,

“U 5. Environmental Protection Ageney




St. John A.M.E N, March 2013 Fage 1

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month

Subrritted by St. John AGLE, Health hinistry Team
Whtten by ennifer Paterson, Posemary Wells, and Charis Chambers

Colon cancer s the third leading caus e of death in the U.5. and affects over 1 million people a year
The Cernter for Dis gase Control (GDC) estimates that 50,830 people will die from colon cancer,
However, BO% of these deaths could be prevented by regular sereenings and diet and [festde
changes. Contrary to what peaple believe, according to the COC, colon canger |5 BO% treatable if
discowered early. Here are some basic facts about colorectal cancer.

What is colon cancer? Colarectal cancer, often referred to as colon cancer, occurs inthe celon
(large intesfing} or rectum (the area connecting the colonto the anws) Most colon cancers develap
‘fist as colorectal polyps, which are abnormal growths inside the colon ar rectumthat may later be-
COME CANCETDLS,

What causes colon cancer? Mo ane knows exactly the cause of colon cancer. “ou cerainly car
not cateh it from vour neighbar, Research has shownthat people with certain risk factors are maore
el to develop colon cancer.

What is arisk facter... and how dao | knowif |.am & risk? A rek factar i a factor that increases
ane's chanee of getting a ditease. Rik factors can be described a non-modifiable and modifiable.
Mo modifiable risk factors include age, pesonal history of colon cancer, person history of colarsctal
polyps, personal history of IBS (inflammatory bowel disease), family history of colon cancer, ethnic
background, and race. Age: Over80% of people diagnosed are over 50 and their chances of devel
oping colon cancer increases after age 530, Personal history? If colon cancer has occurred and was
completely removed, a person & still more likely to develop cancers in other areas ofthe colon, Indk
viduals with nurmerous and large polyps are at an increased risk of developing colon cancer. Indi
viduals with & history of IBS (Crohn's dsease or ulcerative colits) are alko atrisk. Family History: A
person who has close relatives with a history of colon cancer are somewhat moe lkely to develop
this diseasze themseles, especially if the relatve had the cancer at a young age. Approximately
15% of colon cancers are familial. Two major conditions cauwsed by inherted ganetic mutatiors are
Hereditary NonPolpose colorectal Cancer (HNPCECY and Familial Adenomatows Folyposis (FAF).
Hage'tihnigry, African Americars have the highest golon cancer incidence and morttality in the US
compared te all other races. NModifiable factors include diet, physical activity, obes ity (BN, smoking,
dlcohol intdie, and diahetes, In general a diet high in animalfat, red meat, processad meats, and law
in fruits and wvegetables, cerealigrain products, and beans will increase one's rsk of developing colon
cancel, This can be controlled. Reseamch shows that TO-80% of colorecia! cancers are diet-elaed.
The prevention can ke done through diet and lifestyle modification, Zonsuming a diet high in fiber,
vegetables and fruit, antioxidative vitamins (A& C, E), essential nutrient (folates calcium, Witamin D)
and low saturated fat and simple sugars will decrease the rek of developing colorectal cancer,

What are the sy mptams?

Itk important ta remember that colon cancer can be present without any symptoms, Once the symp-
toms begin it may be asign of more advaneed disease and they may ineluds!

- Blood in or anyour stool { bowel movem enf)

- Stomach aches, pairs, ofr cramps thatdo not go away,

- Lesing weight and yvou do not know why,

When and howshould a person get scresned ?

Current guidelines recommend colon cancer screenings for women and men ages 50-75. Tak to
youl doctor about which test or tests are right for you. The deciion to be screened after age 75
should be made on an individual basis. If you are older than 75, ask your doctar if you should be
sgreened. Screening & umually preferred using high-s emsitivity fecal occult blood testing (stool test),
sigmoidoscopy, or colonoscopy. These tests may ako he wed in combination. Colorectal cancer
sereening prevents mare deaths due to EARLY detection.

For more infarmation of colarectal cancer prevention and s areening go to v ool
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Parent Wisdom

By Sister wWanessa Glower

Gods Woaord

- iy Hebrews 412
‘ﬂ* There are some things in |fe that will never be fully understood. One
mist recognze some tings will remain a puzzle; not a puzzle that
must be solved, The truth is, there & no better way than Gods way in
dJevery aread, in allthings, and at all times. Trust that God will love and

care for His children through the difficult and heartbrediing problems
weith which they must deal. Mot only do they search God's Waord, but Gods Word searches them
ako. GodsWaord is a mirror in which one often sees things that-are hidden during the cowurs e of life.
As persans read and study Gods Word, #causes them o reflect on their motives, inner thoughts,
and the urspok en assumptions that this life affords,

Regardless of what may hawve been lacking in the past and no matter how leng the journey, God
provided guidance in His Word. When we face the truth about [ife, relationships, and maturity, that
leads ta joy and conterntment of who we really are; then His Power and His Living Waord examine us
and shape us for now and eternity. Forthereis no privagy—no ane & righteous, Romans 310

God & alk powerful and alkknowing. He wants us to realize how precious we areto Him, He wants
us to see aurselves in the light of He love—in His Waord through His San, Jesus G hrist who gave
Hi life for is—"He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities; and the chastse
ment of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are Healed” {Isalah 535 He & Sover-
eign over every situation. "Mow all has heen heard; here & the conclusion of the matter: Fear Gad
and keep HE commandment, for this s the whole duty ef'man, Far God will bring every deed’inte
Y1 judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it s good orevil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

Almighty God, Father of Dur Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, thank you for Your promise o
guard aur children against army weapon formed agairst them. When ouwr children face tem pta-
tion, mak g them strong enough to resist and say "ne’ when facing lies, protecttheir minds
with the pawerful truth of Your Ward, when facing deception, keep their feeton Your pathway of
rightesusness and peace for Vour name's sake, Helpthemtosay "ves” to draw closer to you. As
they grow in their wak with You, keep their courage strong, keep their obedience complete, and
keep their lves ttue unte ou, AMEN

Wisdam for Daily Living: Our greatest struggle s not inthe realm of undestanding the will of God,
itis in the realm of obeying God 'z will. Te be honest, test are never wasted. We groan and we hurt;
weweep andwe pray;we grow and we |2arn; through it all we learnto depend on Ged and His
Waord...oursteps are God ordained. Read Proverbs 2024, Psalm 3723, and Psalm 118105,

Thoughtful Parert: The "commonthread" in parenting - look for the extraordinary in our children
with ashiftin our perspectives. We still change diapers, butfocus enraking Godly childre n—a e still
da laundry, but as we da it, "padliness with comtertment & great gain, for we brought nothing inte
this world and for certainly we cantake nothing eut of

' ¢ 1Timathy &85 —we still do business, but it & about aur

_7 - = 1__1
" ) Fathers business,
i if.
L} "Ag Jesus passed along the S=a of Galees, ke saw Simon

and ks bother Andrewcasting 2 net info the sea, for they
were fehemen. And Jesus zaid to them | Folowmeand |
will make you fisk for peooke. ' dnd im mediately they ke theirnats and followsad im . Mark 71620
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2013

The Church School reviews for thie month
wvere written by Willie J, Sandifer.

April T, 2013

Lesson Title: The Lord &ppears

Lessan Scripture: Luke 24:36-53

Prirt: Luke 24:33-53

Devotional Songs: #4224, #2272 ], and #2243
ey “erse: "These are my words that | spoke
to you while | was still with you — that every-
thing written about me in the Law of Moses,
the prephet, and the psalms must be ful
filled" {Luke 24:44).

Thie lesson shows how Jesus fulfilled in every
detail what the prophets had foretold about
Him. The praphets of old pointed forward in
time to the coming ef the Messiah and the
things that He had to underge. These things
were fulfilled just as they said, God keeps HE
word and therefore He can be trusted. The
lessan looks. at five of the key promises the
resurrected Lord made to His original followers
and to allwho claim Him as Sawviour;

1. lbring peace. Just asthe grave could not
stop Jesus, so nothing today eanstop Him
from hringing peace.

2. | am dive, When the pest resurrection
Jesus first appeared to His deciples, they
thought He was a ghest. They were fright-
ened. He had them examine Hie body, His
feet, His hands, and His wounds. He aksa
ate a rmeal with them to prove His claim.

3. | fulfill all the Ofd Testamert prophe-
cies, He death and resurrection were part
of Gods eternal plan that was revealed in
the Old Testament.

4. lhawe ataskfor you. The resurrection of
Jesus Christ gave all believers a great re-
sporsibility,. That task i telling the world
abeut Jesus and what happened on the
cross and inthe grave

5. | will be with you, He promised to send
the Holy Spirit ta equip HE followers with
pOWET .

April 14, 2013

Lesson Title: The Haoly Spirit Comes

Lesson Scripture: Ack 2:1-36

Print: Acts 2:1-13

Devotional Songs #19a8[; #258[]; and #2243
Hey Yerse: "8l of them were filled with the

Haoly Spirit and began to sped:c in other lan-
guages, as the Spirit gave them abilty" (Acts
24

In thie lesson we ses how God transformed
ardinary fehermen and peasants inta beld and
poweerful evanpeliss wha were willing to stand
up against the religiows and poltical rulers to
proclaim the truth about the crucified and resur
rected Lord.

Luke telk readers that Christ had appeared to
Hiz disciples over forty days, Before He as-
cended, however, He urged them to stay in
Jerusalem and "wait for the promie of the Fa-
ther”, nameh, the coming of the Spirit.

With the descent of the Spirt, these men would
be "endusdwith power from en high,” equipped
ta ke special witnesses far Christ. Their mis-
sion would begin in Jerusalem and spread to
the "uttermast part ofthe earth”, in keeping with
the Masters Great Comrmission.

April 21,2013

Lessan Title! Living wth Hope

Lezson Scripture: | Thessalaniare 4:13:5:11
Print | Thessalonians 413511

Tentative Devotional Songs: #221[: #2351 [
and #2432 [

Key Yerse: "God has destined us not for wrath
but for obtaining sahkation through ouwr Lord
Jesus Christ" (| Thessalonians S:87Y,

The |esson shows that believers can arm
themsehes with & hope thatstands the test of
time. The focus & espesially an the fact that
they haye been delwersd from the wrath of
God to experience the hope that He offers all
who believe in Him,

Death and Esues asoclated with death are not
readily welcamed, even for some mature be
lievers. They prefer to tak about the pleasant
side. of Christianity, ke heow Jesus will help
them to: pay their kills and prosper. Yet; and
this 5 @ parado, the more one reflects on life

after death, the stronger their Christian hope
and wak beceme

It B Exeiting and reassuring to see how serip

ture proves seripture on this Bsue of the after

fLL I, S AP RS i |
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Church School Lesson

& ranlimanrd et g J)

life. Here are a few references which are con
siktentwith this lessan's background seripture,
The “thief in the night" language of 1 Thessa
loriams 5.2 & meminscent of Jesus’ words in
Matthew 2442 and Luke 12380 1| Peter 310,
Revelation 3:3, and Revelation 18718 echo the
same concept of a glerious life after physical
death for the believer. There & ample reason
for believers to live in hope,

April 28, 2013
Leszan  Title:
Grace

Lesson Seripture: 2 Thessalanians 2

Print: 2 Thessaloniams 2:1-3, 817

Tentative Devotional Songs: #3684 [ This Lit
tle Light of Mine; and #2443 []

Fey Verses: "Maw may our Lord Jesus Christ
himselfand God our Father, who loved us and
through grace gave us eternal comfort and
good  hope, comfort wyour hears and
shengthen them in every good work and
wiord' (2 Thessaloniars 2:16-17).

Hope Comes from God's

This lessan shows how to stand firm in the
hiope that one has inJdesus, especially in times
of turmoil. Persors are chalenged o stand
firm In the hope they have in Jesus no matter
what trarspires before the Day of the Lard
GOMES;

The Bille reminds readers thattroubling times
will come before Jesus' coming. They will be
gathered together to meet Him atthe rapture,
Paul did not want the fath of the Thess alonian
believers to be shaken because same were
telling them that their current troubles were an
indication thatthe D ay ofthe Lord had alre ady
GOME.

Paul went an to explain these mmors, Some
claimed to have received revelatiors declaring
that the rapture was past and that the day of
divine judgment was dpon them. They were
notto believe such rumors and certainly notto
be fooled by those who were bent on de cens-
ing therm, ewven if they appeared ta be el
gious. The lesson far teday's readers & that
while chaos might reign around them, they
mustnot let this lead thern astray, They are to
stand firrm in the tuth and the hope that Jesus
showed inthe Bille

Church School
Book Club

March 2013 _ L :
DEcussion Date: 23 har 2013
10:00 AM. —11:30 A.M,

Nowhere i 3 Place, Bermice L. McFadden,
2006

Apil 13
iz cussion Date: 20 Bpr 13
1000 AM.—11:30 A.M.

Sithn in #he Front Pew, Parry EbonySatin
Brown, 2008

Death brings about strange emotions; and peo
plé‘'s frue calors start to shew: Glnda Nayer

‘discovers this when she gets the call that her

flﬁ-mrhns d:li::lsﬂddﬂnl',r and she mustfly from
Los A;rrgllﬁ 1o Battim arete Tiury hirm,

Her beloved daddy, Edward Naylor, raised his
four young dauphters: after their mother's:
death, and was the perfect father, brother, fi-
ancé, and fiiend to those who leoved him, As

friends and family gather 1o pay fibute o this
_Flllir of the- :nmrrluh'hr, Bl'rn:ll and h!risilrs

begin tn:i!mqh for arswers about who the real
Edward Maylor was. Their father wes a good
man, without question, but he aka took 3 se
cret to his ﬂri'u'a What happens when his se
n;etshnm up far the funeraf?

PRAY

W P i BREL el okl
=~
Durout your heart.

L- -

s alize God will answer.

L
= Iways Bellave.
' id to what God
tells you,
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Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntswille, AL
(256) 53465828 Fax FR T

Return Service Requested

E-mail: gtjiphnamehi@anl .com

Website: gtjohnam e-hsv,org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clavkorm, Pastor

woh

Important Dates to Remember

March 25 25,2013  Holy Week Revival, 6:30 pm, nightly
u “FT‘ March 27, 2013 Maundy Thursday Servoce—-Bring a Friend!
¥ & March 29 Good Friday

March 21 Resurrection Day, Sunrise Service s a.m.,
Brealfast T:A0a.m. - B:30a.m.
Easter Musicae B:45a.m.
Morming Worship 10;00a.m.

April 56 2013 Connectional ¥PD Mesting, Birmvingham, Alabania

April 123, 2013 South Birmingham-Hurt sville-Bessermer District Cord erence,
New Eeed of Faith AME Church, Birmingham- Tarrent

Tha if yvou corf ess with your mowth, "Jesusis Lord " and believein your heart:
that Godraised him from the dead, yau will be saved. Romans 10:5

INDNJG
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Reve E 1d Patrtk O, Chyton

Pastor's Messaqge
God's Ambassador

2 Corimthians 5:11-21

The last few weeks have been bittersweet at StoJohn. On ane hand, we have had wonderful
times of minktry during the close of Lent a spectacular Haoly Week , a grand Resurrection Sun-
day, and a marvelous celebration of 128 years of ministry in S5t John. Onthe other hand, three
persons from aur church famik went hometo be with the Lord. | mentioned two of them in last
menth's issue of AMEM: Brother Willie Jones and Sister Antoinette Wikan, When you pens e
the following pages, you will see tributes to each of them:

On Holy Saturday (March 203, the Reverend Kenneth D, Johmson passed avay. He was a
faithful member of our ministerial staff. He suffered from astroke on June 30, 2012, and never
fully recovered, Hewillbe sorely missed.

Az we go through these losses, let us be sure o support and pray for each other, Let = pray
that'we have the necessary space to grieve and that sur grief is healthy. Grief & a part of life,
Te griewe in @ moment of loss 5 natural and healthy, “fet, grief can become unhealthy when it
continues for an extended duration without amy care or featmert. Some signs of unheatthy
grief are prolonged isolation, sel-neglect substance abuse, persstent suicidal thoughts, and
mentalillness, If you see these (or similar) sigrs in yourself or someone around you, sess pro-
fessional helpfar yourself or for thes e who are suffering.

Healthy grief, however, & a temporary space, where we express the pains of our hears, t &
alko the place where we begin our healing from whatever loss we have experienced. True and
healthy griefis the starting point for growth beyand the pain, This ime of vear reflects that truth.
After Resurrection Sunday, the church normally concentates on many of the post-resurrection
accounts of Jesus. In those pericopae, the disciples are growing through their grief (from the
horrers of the cruoificion and their missteps in those moments) to the joy of being reunited with
the 1isen Christ,

Wty prayer s that 5t John — [k e the dsciples of o mik
lennia ago — will grow through its grief inte the joy of
senving Christ, community, and gach other, Letus begin
this growth by honaring those who have tansitioned
frem labor o reward. Again, Brother Jones and Sister
Wikon are being honored by other writers. Allow me to
honor the B everend Johrson with the words | expressed
in his eulogy;

The Reverend Kenneth Donald Johreen was God's am-
bassadar. Paul, in 2 Carinthians 520, calk himself
Christs ambassadar. e, | am caling the Reverend
Johnson God's ambasador. An ambassador & selfless
and represents someone eke. Anambasador does not
seek fo lift up him or herself, rather, an ambassador lifls
up the person he or she represents. An ambassador' s
loyal. Anmambassadol & committed.

Mok v janpe 2l
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Pastor's Message

L A e e )

When | first metthe Bewerend Jobhnson {in September 20117, | was corming to St John to preach for
the Fall Revival. | noticed that he served the Reverend and Mis. MeGall firelessly, All they had 1o do
weas ask, and he made ithis mission to accompleh the task. For over 30 years, heserved them and
thie ehurch, He represented them and this ehurch. .. because he was committed. He was an ambas-
sadar,

The Reverend Johrson was God's ambassader, For, an ambassador & committed and convicted.
The Reverend Johrsan was sa convicted by his beliefs that he would engage you invigorows dehate
if vou disagreed with him. HiE eonvietion made hirm hold ta his beliefs and way of life firmby,

O the Sunday that Behop James L. Davis appeinted me to be the pastor of St John (Becember 4,
2011}, the warship service was padked with people and with lfurgical elements. As the choir began
to sing the sermonic selection, the Reverend Johnson leaned over to me and said, "Reverend,
Church School & supposed to begin at 2:45 this morning.” | replied, "Okay. What time & i now™
With-a grin, he said, "8:4H" And, we alEo needed to celebrate Hely Communion!

The Rewverend Johmson had a conviction about how-things should be done...the AME way! He was
an ambassadar through his conviction. The Reverend Johnson eventually stepped down from keing
the Assistant to the Pastor. He felt his calling was fo serve under the Reverend MeC all and to help
me during the trarsition. When that had passed, he was readyto move on {not from the church —
just the position), He was anambassador, through his conviction, to serve at the time during which
heserved, Mo mare and no less.

During the General Conference, he hadthe stroke. The Reverend Garrett, the B everend Sheri, and |
went ta visit him & soon as we got badk. We tald him that he needed to take care of himself and
that he needed to fellow the doctor's arders. In resperse, he eried. Hesaidto me, "l didnt under
stand what you were trying to do (the changes you were macing). But, | getit now.” | did not know to
whathewas referring at first. After he repeated himself several times, | understood. He added, "You
were trving toshow us a new way...a new thing. | getitnea!” So,we all cried, and we prayed.

An ambassador B committed, convicted, and CONVERTED. The Rewverend Johreon gota new rev-
elation and was comverted, Paul said it lke this, "f any peson & in Christ, she or he & @ new crea-
tion. Old things are passed away; and, behold, all things become new" (2 Corinthians 5;17) God did
something new in the Reverend Johnson's life, and he was converted. From that day forward, he
fried to get every person he met to attend 5t John andto have me bether pastor. He kept witness-
ing in the hospital and the rehabiltaton facilities. One nuse told me, "F Rev. Johreon would focus

L e M R R )
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Reverend Akinbinu Inspires During Holy Week Revival
By Bridget.J, Floyd

The Reverend Bankole &inbinu, pastor of Baptist Growe Churchin Raleigh, Morth Carolina, returned
this ywear as the ewanpgelist for revival. The Haly Week revival was held at 5t John AKME on March
25th —27th at 6:30 p.m. nightly, Each night the call to worship was led by the Reverend Sheri Smith
Claybarn and variows members of the ministerial staff offered prayver and read scripture. Enhance
ment of the worship experience was provided by ministry through dance and musie. The choirs fes
tured were: -Monday, Voices of Triumph of Oadwood University; Tuesday, YWoices in Praise, 5t John
AME Church; Wednes day, Alabama A & M University Gespel Choir. The male members of the
Dance Minstry offered prage on Manday evening with @ dance ministry ta "l Am"” by Kik Franklin.
The dance minstry on Tuesday was to "More Than What | Wanted' ly CeCe Winans and an

Rew. Shef grests wo=hipers.

& vies . Stanley joined Bt John during revval

T el oo e )
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Reverend Akinbinu Inspires During Holy Week Revival
By Bridget.J, Floyd

A vl o fanee R
Wednesday the dance. wa a dramatic prais e to "Break Every Chain” by Tasha Cobb, Pastor Patnck
B, Clayborn introduced the evangelist, his friend and fermer colleague nighthy,

The Reverend Akinkinu was inspirational each night, and while difficultte imagine, inspired to greater

levels each night. On Manday, the Reverend Akirbinu preached on the topic, "Just Be Ready”, taien

from the text Ack 1 16-26. He emphasized that God has an emnicient plan for He people (and the

waorldy and that while God des ires that believers wak in Hie plan (both geod and bad experiences);

this requires a planful approach to living one's life. As it can be frustrating, giventhe limits of human

knowledyge and understanding when dealing with God's plan, 8 person might wonder when they can
| breds through to use their God-given gift. The Reverend Akinbinu noted that "we live fomard but
understand backwards... the reflection in
the rear view mirrar” alloews one o learmn,
a wel a wvicarious learning (through
others},

Referring to the ‘ted; the Rewersnd
Ainbinu noted that Matthias was not
mentioned in the Bible prior to this time
of "premotion’ te replace Judas and
speculated that Matthias lkel was
"living fonaard” and had no idea of what
was to come but was ready for his "new
assignment’, The question was posed
to the cengregants, “Will veu be pre-
pared when the assignment position,
promotion is given by the Lord™ He
indicated that'there & sometimes an &x-
tended period betveen the "promise and
fulfilrment”, He likened the waiting peri
od to that of @ "cocoon phase”, that is,
God building the person to the butterfly
phase. He encouraged, "don't give up” while building spirtual muscles and strength to fly a5 & but
e rfly.

He ako gave the cautionary note to not wait for people to afirmwhat God has already affirmed. He
classified " delay” & "God's Divine Protection... f God releases youtoo early people may assassinate
what God has planned for yvou," He urged each personte be ready when God elevates them and to
us e their gift inthe right way. He encouraged, "God has a way of liting you up no mattér where you
came from...JUST BE READRYT"

on Tuesday, the Reverend Akinbinu preached onthe topic "Passionate Worship: Holby, Hoby, Hob',
takken from the text Isaiah 8:1-B, He began with the origin and defintion of "worship”, meaning to
maie avalue statermert (appraisal) based upon #s condiion. He hastily noted thatthe anly onewer
thy of the ulfimate allegiancefdevation & God, "hecawse He can give you life” He noted that God
said, "l have created you for myself’,

From the text, the evangelist noted that Uzziah was a great king who had hecome prideful to the
point that ke did notfesl e had to ebey God, resulting in his “living as a legend butdying as a leper”.
He noted that God allows negative experiences so that one canrealize God's greatness. The Rever
end Akinbinu expounded on the vision in the text, paricularky the prase thatwas being given and the
hierarchy of the angels. He so eloguently explained that the Seraphs covered their eves, sa HOW
POWERFUL AND HOLY MUST OUR GO0 BETH! Certainky humans who are “nine places belowthe
Seraphim,” according to varied Jewish theology, should recognize the inappropriateness of an elitist
attitud e and must come intothe presence af the Lord and realice how holy He i&.

ST e e e B
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Reverend Akinbinu Inspires During Holy Week Revival

By Bridget.J. Fliy

LU e e e o)

The: Reverend Ainkind indicated that fire was in the wors hip of the Seraphs who "didn't hold any-
thing back because God manifests Himself in fire...we should bring fire into our wership... don't come
plain of haring warship... did you bring a fire with you? A" The fire does not have to be "faney”, note
that in the text there weresimply three words, “"Holy, Hobé, Hob, He indicated that during Hoby W e ek
it must be realzed that "He died for me’, and that He should be worshiped in spirit and truth. The
revivalist proclaimed "I WILL BLESS THE LORDE AT ALL TIMEE" and azked, “Aren'tyou glad you

have a Savior that-cleanses ywou7H!" He built to a crescende as the evangelest congregation and
choir exclaimed "Holy, Haly, Hol'.

While: the benediction was again saved for the final night of revival, the closing prayer was one welk
coming and respandingto a couple who answered the invitation to: discipleship.

Cin the third andfinal night of revival, the cheir selections included "He Kept Me" and "Your Majesty”
andthe St John Dance Ministry selectionwas * | Hear the Chaims Falling”. Thesermon was entitle d
“zod Expectatiors” from the text Ephesians 3:20-21. The Reverend Akinkinu hegan with a8 quote
froam Michaelangels, "The greater danger for most of ug lies not in setting owur aimtoo high and falling
short; but in setting aur aim too low, and aghieving our malk.," He notedthatwhen the target s low it
makes one complacent. In the midst of setting low expectatiors, "&od comes and speaks viEion,
hope and new expectatiors. God, by grace, intends to wse us, even though the vision can some
fimes be intimidating”, The preacher gave hiblical examples of Moses, Jeremial, Akraham, kragl
and Esther and noted that if God has given a vision the confirmation & that it s intimidating. He ire
shucted that when tempted to pare down the vision, one should go to Ephesians 3:20 to diseen that
“any vision that 5 God-given must be God-driven. Expectations are in line with the power of God and
because of His power we do not have greatexpectations, but God Expectations",

The: revivalist indicated that the text B a benediction/doxological statement that & in the: middle of
book of Ephesians, after a prayer. He noted that in the fist three chapters P aul completed the dis-
cussion of Gods vision and then said a prayer that was rational because ofwho God &. Accarding
to the evangelist the "now"” inthe verse & atrarsition of focus from the Ephesians o God; hence, "o
see your faith grow you have to have a ‘'now’ moment when you direct your attention te God.” Fur

ther, Gods abilty goes beyond humankind's

ability to express. That &, He is a "more an
dtop of that God”, in that God's ability goes
beyond one's capacity to ask ar think. The
R everend Akinbinu emphasized that at the
end of every petition should be "God have
yvour way' and God will bless beyond the re-
gquest. The revivalist conclude d with the chal
lenge ta "raise your expectation”. The texd
ends with the phrase "according to the power
that works in you". Cangregants were leftwith
the encouragement to “Believe God ean do i
and give Godthe glory,

The Benediction for the revival was given by
the Reverend Akinbinu wwhao truly Brought = pir-
itual enlightenment; inspiration and revival to
those who attended the Holy Week Rewvival
One can hope that he wil again return to
bring his intellestual and spirtual gifts to 5t

The Reverend Akinbinu and Pastor Clayborm cplelid
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Easter Sunrise Service 2013

By The Bewerend Charles Glaver, tinerant Hder

l With a central theme of "Celebrate Resurrection

Sunday 2013, congregant asembled at Saint
John African Methodist Epscopal Church, Hunts-
wille, Alabama to proclaim "Cur Savior Is Reen.”
Service hegan at@a.m, to the historic hymn #5, "All
Hail The Power of Jesus Mame." Those assembled
sang with riumphart wvoices “All hail the poser of
Jesus' Mame! Let angelk prostrate fall. Bring forth
the reyal diadem, And crown Him, crowen Him, cressn
Him, crowwn Him Lord of all”

The Reverend Sher Clayborn was the liturgist for
the early morning semwice. She stated that resurrec
tion & about lifé and not death. She enthusiastically
led the call to warship entitled "Christ the Lord B
Risen Today", which was tazen from hymn #1585
| "Christ the Laord |s REen Today" The Saint John
Prake Team and congregation follewed with open-
ing hymn £ 168, "Low in the Grave He Lay”. The
morning scripture was read from the gespel of Jdohn,
Chapter 20, verses 1-10, & the recognition of guests
far the morning was extended, it was very moving to witness the numerous visitors whe were in at-
tendance early Sunday morning to share in this great eccasion. Waorshipers were blessed by the
Barce Minetry's dramatic and maving rendition ehoreographed te Kitk Frarklin's "RDont Cry, He &
not dead, He is risen”,

Prake Team mdmhen Deynl Deloack, Joste Yok, S kay Yok, Jaie te
Sn M avd Famen Lattmoe mivEter s ong.

After the sz ermonic lymn by the Praie Team, Pastor Clayboam came forth to proclaim the Good
Mess of Jesus Christ. . His subject was "Rules for Resurrection”. The sermon text was John, Chap-
ter 20, werses 11-18. These veses reinforce the fact thatJ esus' resurrection & the keyto our Chris-
tian faith, If we believe in Jesus, He resurrects us, regardless . of the starms swirling within us or the
winds howling sutide of us, He has resurrected us fram many of our challenges and ciresumstances,
butakeo into @ new life in Him., God strengthens us usingthe elements of adversity, Justas Hesaid
he would, Jesus rose fromthe dead. Ve can be confident, therefore, that He will accomplieh all He
has promised. Resurrection mears we get 3 "comeback”, When resurrection comes, there should
he a gelebration. Mary did net meet the risen Christ until she had dscoversd the empty tomb. She
respanded with joy and ebedience by goingtotell the disciples. We cannot meet Christ until we dis-
cover that He is indeed alive, that the tomb & empty, Pastor Clayborn emphaszed that often we
can't celebrate hecause many are full of fear and confusion: The Word of God tellk us that love will
actually flush fear out of owr sauks. | John &18says, “There & nofeal in love; but perfect love casts
outfear”. In erder to fully celebrate, we have to let go of the limitations we place on God. Mary had
to let Jesus go 2o as tonot limit the blessing she received

Pastor Clayborn's focus areas were:

1. Anticipae life in wour em tomb! Your emptytomb & a signal and symbol of Iife. God emp-
ties our tomb to shew s “new life" & on the way, God has a vision beyond the vision we hawe
for oursebes, As Jesus ascends inowr life, we grow, 25 we grow, the more we can appreciate
and leve ourselves a5 Christ loves us.

2 Heep logking for Je=sus! Mary did notwant ta lose Jesus again. She had notyet understood
the resurrection. Perhaps, she thought this was His promied second eoming. Jesus did not
want to be detained atthe tomb, fHe did not ascend to heaven, the H aly Spint could not come.
fary didn't letthe empty tombk stop herfrom lecking for Jesus, Mary found angels sithng waiting
on her in her place of minsty, [fyoukeep looking, Jesus will show up.

3 Let Jesus hefres in your life! Mary didn't recognize Jesus atfirst. Her grief had blinded her.

ST M e e L
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Pastor's Message

S vl e pge )
on his rehab like he focused on taking, he
would be doing prethy welll”

es, the Reverend Johnson was God's am-
bassador! et the guestion becomes this:
hew do we meve fonward with this loss in our
lives? What Paul said to the Corinthiars &
what | s @y to each of you: "[Eince] we are am
bassadors. for  Christ...be  reconciled to
God' (2 Corinthians 5:20), Since the Reverend
Johnson was God's ambassadar, be recarr
ciled to God. Be reconciled to God's wil Be
reconciled to God's plans for your life. Be rec
anciled to God's people — the church, yaur
friends, and your family, Be reconciled te
Gods image thatis in you. Getrid of any and
everything that takes you away from God,
Sure, thesewords are easy to s.ay. Beingrec-
onciled to God & a mighty undertaking. But
think about Ged's ambassador. That stroke ||
took away the function of the left side of the
Reverend Johnson's body; vet, he did notstop
witnessing for Christ He taked to anyone
whowould listen. Hesaid, "l may net get back
in the pulpit, butthic hospital bed will be my
pulpit. | may not get back to the sanctuary on
Church Street, but the hospital room will be
mysanctuary,”

He was God's ambassador. He was not living
for his agenda, He was not lifting up his agen-
da. He was not lifting up my agenda. He was
notlifting up your agenda. Irstead, he lited
up Gods agenda..he was Gods ambassa
dor. Hallelujah! '

ou do not have to worry about the Reverend
Kenneth Johmson anymore. There are ne
more doctors and there & no mare rehabhilita-
tion, There is no maore pain and there are no
moretears. For, the Reverend Johmson gota
promotion! God said that i we would be faith
ful ever afew things, God would mak e us ruler
over many, The Reverend Johnson just got
promoted. He went from ambassador to ruk
erlll  U=zually, when we change jobs, we
change |ocations. Ina promotion, we usually
move to anicer place. "For we know that if the
earthly tentwe live in & destroved, we have a
building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens™ (2 Corinthians
B:1). The Reverend Kenneth Donald Johnson
was Gods ambassador, Mow, he has moved
onto begorme a ruler..in a building not made. || § @
by hands! E
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Easter Sunrise Service

Al o ed R |

She couldn't see Him because she did not expectto see Him. The cares of this waorld have
blinded us to the miraculous power of Jesus. Mary wasn't afraid to go where others had
failed. We too must have that determination ’in our Spirt. Jeswus taught Mary to let Him be
free sa He can bless.in a radical way. Through the resumection, Jesius was set free and we
are now free akso in Him. Godwill only be as big as we "let Him" be. Many of us are waiting
on God to do semething, but He & actually walting on us. If we do nott put something in our-
sehes for Godio wolk with, then He & limited in what he can do. We hawe to give Himsome
thing to work with. Be free in Jesus and doers of the Word and nothearers onhy.

4. Tegifyl We need to testity of the resurrection in our life with others., Pastor Clayborn ene
couraged everyone to try sharing Jesus with those we come into daily contact with. Share
Jesus instead of sharing our drama and toubles.  |f we have frue resurrection power within
us, na one has to pump us up to tell others of our victories in Chret. Just as Jesus passed
the job to b diciples of spreading the gospel around the world, He has commanded us to

dothe same. '

After we have done all, celehrate!  When
Jesus & in it, there & no limit in hrist!

We can be certain of our own resurrec-
tion because Jesus was resurrected,
Death is not the end-there & future |ife.
Thatsame diving power that raised Jesus
fram the dead is now available to all whe
believe an Him with “zomplete fath" |F
wou have complete faith in God, you will
make it through whatever comes. Partial
faith & not good enough for these times,
Extraordinary times call for extraordinary
faith! Zechariah was right when he wrote
these words: "Mot by power, ar by might,
but by my spirit; says the Lord.”  Experi-
ence with the Lord can be amwbere o
anytime, late at night or early in the marm
ing. tmay even be an experience similar
to that of one of the church's hymn writ-
ers who pinned his persanal testimo my:

Fasior Clnbor de Me B S rke Seice medsage.

"leamieto the garden alone,

W hile the dew & still on the roses,

And the voice | hear, faling on my ear,

The Son of God discloses.

&And He waks with me, and He taks with me,
And He tellk me | am His own,

And the joy weshare as we tirr';.r there,

Manme other has everbknown.”

"CGHRIST OUR LORD 15 RISEN!" Amen.

A delicious breakfast was semrved after the Suniise Service. The meal was sporsored by the
Steward Board and Trustee Board and was prepared by the men of St John.
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Holy Week Observances Included
Maundy Thursday Service

Following & spiritually invigorating Holy Week Revival, 5t John continued its observance of Holy
Weeh with a Maundy Thursday Womship Service. Thursday uf‘Hn&r Week & known as Maundy
Thursday. Itis the anniversary ofthe last supper Jesus ate with His disciples on the evening before
the crueificion. The name comes from the Latin term, mandaturn meaning "Command." The com-
mand as eriginally given, was for the followers to continue to remember by washing feet a5 a sign
of humility. H eweewer, the contemporary interpretation & thatthe meal iseff & commemorated as an
act of remembrance.

While differert denominations observe Maundy Thursday in their ewn distinet ways, tvo important
biblical events are the primary focus of Maundy Thursday solemnizatiors: Before the Passover
meal, Jesus washed the feet of his di ciples. By performing this lowly act of service, the Bible says
inJohn 13:1 that Jesus "showed them the full extent of his love" By his-example, Jesus demaor-
stated how Christiars are to love one anather through humble service. For this reason, many
churches practice foot-washing ceremonies a a part of their Maundy Thursday services.

Curing the Pasover meal, Jesus took bread and wine and asked his' Father ta bless it He broke
the bread into pieces; giving it 1o his disciples and saying, "This & my body, given for you. Do thi in
remembrance of me." Then he took the cup ofwine, shared it with his disciples and said, " This wing
5 the token of Gods new covenantto save yvou--an agreement sealed with the bload |will pour aut
for you" These events recorded in Luke 22:19-20 describe the Last Supper and form the biblical
basis for the practice of Communion. Far this reason, many churches hold special Communion s e
vices as a part of their Maundy Thurs day celebrations.

Music for the service was led by the Mass Choir, prayer was offered by Ms. Patricia Grier and the
soripture wias read by the Reverend Meriam Garrett. The messengerfor the service was the Rever-
end Sheri Smith Claybom. The sermon was entitled, " The Sifting Test" and the textwas from Luke
2231-34. She focused an the after dinner conversation that followed the Passover meal. In this
convers ation Jesus was preparing Simon for what was to come and to wamn him "Satan has asked
to sift all of you a wheat"” The warning did not end with the despairing message of what Satan
wanted to do, but'with hepe as Jeswus said, "But' | have praved for you" There will be "sifting tests”
for believers and somefimes they may fail the test:

The Reverend Sheri explained that Satan & looking to pull believers apart She comparad their sift:
ing to the sifting of wheat where that which & stable will net be blown away. Shestated that Satan
has come to deter their fath through trialk in families, on jobs, and in the church:

Continuing to expound on the text; she told how Jesus gave Peter grace even though He knew Pe
ter would fail the test He told him tostrengthen his brothers. In coneluding she said that Jesus
knows what & coming nedt and He sends warning signs. He has already prayed, and that s a rea
sonfar hope.

Following the message;, cormmmunion was served. Each person was given comrmunion individually,

by Pastor Clayborn.
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A Tribute to Antoinette S. Wilson
“Let the Church Say, Amen”

By Mary Goode Rankin
Picture by Sister WVanessa Glover

We do not know when our last moment of ife on this sarth will be.
Howewver, we do know that death is a part of Ife and that it touches |
everyone in one form or anecther. Most of us are il prepared whenthis
debiltating eventin our lives |eaves us with onky memaries, but know |
ing that “The Lord Wil Make 2 Way Somehow™, guides us through
the grieving process, because "“He's Jusi Thai Hind of God”,

A= pur interrupted lives urfold, and we struggle with experiencing a
loss, “Nobody but Jesws” can strengthen our painful heart, As each |
day presents new challenges, He assures us "There's @ Bright Side
Somewhere” and that " God Mewer Fails". With each passing day,
our. griefstricken souls can begin to heal, believing that “The Holy
Ghost Power” affords us a peace that passes all understanding.

When we lose a friend ar famibly member who has enrnched our lives
beyond measure, they will be sorely missed, Howewver, "When Fou

are Burdened”, your hearnt "skips a beat” as you “Look Back Owver Your Life", K nowing that
weeping rmay endure for a night, but joy will come in the rfrorning.

Weknow that "The Lord Wil Mzke 2 Way Somehow”, becausethe 5t John A NM.E. Church

family and Gospel Choir 5 he avy- burdened with the loss of ow friend and musical leader, Mrs.

Antoinette LaF ayette Snodgrass Wikon. God sent Antoinette and her husband Murphy to s

for a reason,.. to meet owr musical needs, through their spirtual od given: gift as a master pia-

nist and director. With every sang thatshe played, each choir member year after yveai, became |
astronger emotional and spirtual vesselto be wed by God. With every song that she played,

Antoinette would literally setthetone for sur hears and waices to receive the message ef song:
and praise. She helieved that in arder for God's praises to go up and His blessings to come !
doven, we the Gospel Choir members must understand each song's message as it relates to

Gods Holy weord, 1t was also no surpreedo us when Antoinette would softly play the piano to

tell us about her heatth triak and would adinowledge how the Lord supplied all of her needs |
and healed her body, giving her the strength to get through, “Jus? for Today”, Knowing that
“Hell Matve 2 Way”, Antoinette ack nowledged that when "#'s Your Season”, "He's an On
Time God”, who blesses uswith Hi infinite wisdom and power.

"Let #he Chunch Say Amean” & we at St John A NME, Chureh honor Antoinette 5 Wikon, a
diving woman of Godwheos e favor with the Lard, placed her in aur lives far aseason.

“Let the Church Say Amen™ as "We Offer Christ™ a devated and humble chair, who & faithful
by cammitied to continue Aroinette's legacy te musically ispire God's people.

"Let the Church S22y Amen® tothark Antoinette and Murphy for leading the: Gospel C hoir to a
new levelso thatthrough their anoirted music mingtry, we can adinowledge God's Haoly Word,
undestand God's Haoly Werd and sing Geds Holy Word il that great gettin' up meming,
“When You've Done All You Can Do” to "Give God Yoour All and AN".

"Let #he Chunch Say Amen”, because Antoinette lived a life of ohedience to God, "Walldng !
in the Ligh# until she was “Safe in His Arms".

"Let the Chuarch Say Amen”, becawuse Antoinette passed aur way, anointed our hearts to re
ceive God's Hoby word, used her God giver-giftto lead us insonpg and lved her life sharing her |
testimomy to "Paffern My Life Affer Jesus’.

So tha Artoinette's livng will not be inwvain...
"Let the Chureh Say Amen!"
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Habitat 2013 Build Schedule

Thi yvear 5t John will partner with Chureh of ‘the Mativity Epieopal, Fist Chretian, 5t Mathew's
Epscopal, First Presbyterian, Aldersgate Methadist, United Church OFf Huntsville, and . Covenant
Presbyterian. Although aur focus days were March 2, B, and 18, members are encowraged to par-
ticipatethroughout the schedule.

DATE DAY SCTIWTY

Apr. 23, 25 27 Tue, Thur, Sat Imstall clos et hardware, window blinds, storm
doors, hathroom accessories

Apr3d, May2, 4 Tue, Thur, Sat Catch up work, touch up paint, glean and
wax floors

May 7, 2, 11 Tue, Thur, Sat Wolk punch list, DERICATION CEREMONY:
Sat. 11th

Regular watking hours are from 800 Al te 2:00 P with @ break far lunch around noon. Lunches
are provided on Saturdays only. Bring earpentry took, a wutility knife, gloves, safety glasses if you
hawve them, S5t John provided lunch an March 16th and will provide lunch again an April 27 th,

Directiors to site: Dueto limited paking at the build site, a shutle & available from West Mastin
Lake Elemertary School The sehowl s lozated st 5308 Mastin Lake. From 730 to B:30 am the shut
tle runs continuously back and forth from the school. The wait will be about 5°- 10 minutes. After that
the shuttle will run every 102 hour.

The ¥PDers of 5. John worked with the Soup Eibchen Kinigtry dunng their Sping Break. This
was an escellent oppornity Brservice fo those who are inneed.

Cur Wark Continues &fter the Resurrection

"Therefore my beloved, be steadfast immeovable, always abounding inthe work of the Lord, foras-
mch & ye know that vour labowr is not in vain inthe Lord.” | Gorinthians 1558 kKW

"What'is itto he alve™ Morman Wincent Peale answers; "There & a distinction between living and
existing.” He continues, "Some peaple only exist, but to live B something very different” He de-

fines being alive as "touching” a many points of life as possible”

St dohn's Soup Kitchen strives to touch as many Ives as possible. We pray that this church minis-
try serves @s an irspiration to all and will help resurrect those whe may be in sef-centered
termbs. Through us, may the light of God shine and Resurrection come for thosewhe are fed,
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A Tribute to
Brother Willie C. Jones

Prasethe Loro! He & gand,
Gods love never fails.
Frase the God of all gods.
Gods love never fails,

Praise the Lord of lords.
Gods love never fails,

Psalm 138;1-3

Brother Jones was a compas-
sionate member of 5t John He
i5 mast remembered by 5t. John
members for his warm hugs and
friendly greetings. He was al
ways very positive and encour
aged others,

The Reverend Dr. Homer and
Mrs. Mable MeCall remember
the shirt that Brother Jones
gave them a an annmiversary gitt
when they celebrated 40 years
at St John. The printing on the
shirts read "God Mever Fails.
The MeCalk remember that af-
: ter worship service, Brother
Jones gave each of them a warm hug and said
"Hang in there."

Brother Willie Jones was an active member of
the Soms of Allen at St.John. He held the of
fice of secretary under the presidency of Broth-
gr Guy Ginn and the office of treasurer under
the presidency of Brother Tommy Ander
son. Whenever possible he worked with the
Sons of Allen on their community service pro-
Jjects. Brother Jones asko provided the ser
vices of his printing company far many iters
for the Sors of Allen's Annual ‘Men's Re
treat. BrotherJones was very highly respected
by the S0A and will be missed by all whe
knew him.

Pastor Clayborn remembers Brother Jones'
willingness to help in any way and hi love of
family,

St John continues to pray for the family of
EBrather Jones and hiE presence will he
missed. & trust fund has been established in
memory of Brother Jones at Redstone F ederal
Credit Unian.
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Count It All Joy, 'Cause It's Not Over!

By Lydia Cwers and [ anna Gullatte

The Easter Story Musicale creatively included something for all ages: From the smallest to the talk
est, they graced the audience with their recitations, songs, dances, andspoken word. The pragram
was presented on Easter Sunday morning at2:30 a.m.

Combined ministy of the Mass Choir and Drance Minstrg.

The program opened with the St John AME Mass Choil and the Dance Ministry joining forces te
worship and minster te "Arthem of Praise” The “Easter Story Musicale” was unigquely carved ints
five chapters as well as four Spoken Word segments. The fist spoken word was read by David
Welk. Thatwas followed by words from the hostess, Daisha Rembert, with the sssitance of Ash
lew Lewie, Thesinging of "Were You There” by the Children’s Cheir completed this segment.

Paricipants in the first chapter, Chrst's Resurection, were Jayla Madk, Jordan Patterson, Blake
Johrson, Curtis Mayes, Jr, (sa<ophone solo), and Kathryn Budsram-White, Participants in the sec-
end chapter, God's Grace, were Cambridge Wikon, Jessica Harbin, Arthony Madk, Tyler Williams,
and MeLeod Budkirarm-White, P articipans in the third chapter, God's Saorifice, were Channing Ran-
sam, Michael Clark, Caylon Mayes, and Kennedy R ankin-Cruteher. Participants in the fourth chap-
ter, The Cross, were Josiah Gullate, &nthony Harbin, Reagan Laweson, and Jayla Mack , Participants

in:the fifth chapter, Jesus' Love, were Channing Ransom, Patrick Claybarn |l, Breeyanna Rochelle,
Jdamyne Rochelle, and Callynn Williams.

The Children's chair, under the direction of Mary Rankin, rendered two beautiful spirt-filled selec-
tiors; the second of which was "Jesus Lowves the Litle Children” and the children's Easter Story sce-
ne ended with Zaria Yok wishing everyone a Happy Easter!

Each chapter represented the evens from: The Crucificionte The Resurrection and each participant
delivered, intheir ownway (5 ame ofthe children even wrote theil oon speesches), what Jesus' love,
grace, resurrection, s acrifice and the cross meant tothem.

"The Story" continued with The St John Mass Chaoir delwvering their version of "Just for Me", The

P iwrirene il e e A1
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Count It All Joy, ‘Cause It's Not Over!

By Lydia Owens and Donna Gullatts

T dvmiend e v A1)

zglection was followed by more Spoken Words. The second Spoken W ord was passionately recited
by Baithen MeClung and that featured the lkenesses of Jesus a5 a Carpenter, Wallace Parham; a
Peace WMaoer and Healer, Delarin Carpenter; and Jeswus The Teacher, Xavier Rembert. The 5t
John Mass Choir follewed ths word with the singing of "Precious isthe Blogd."

. Danee Ministy members Jennifer Patterson, Mariah Gullatte and Jason Gilmore graced the audi
ence with maves to hring ta life e ach ward as Jwetin Yo pomerully delivered the third spoaken weord
that was a rendition of "Hosanna®, This was follewed by minitry in song and dance to the seng
"Celebrate.”

In the fourth, and final, spokenward, Michael G lark Tet everyone know that even though Christ died
far them, He died sothat they may live and they should Know that " The Story' B not ever....in fact it
& jist the beginning. “The Story" pres entation ended in an AMBZING, beautifully choreographed
dance to "It's Not Cwer” as the Mass Cheir joined into make it an astounding enactment 1o ghve
believers hope and irgpiration,

In hiz remarks, Pastor Clayborn summed up The Easter Story by stating that the children, the Chaoir
and the D ance Mingtry took the story to a higher level.

This putstanding production was a joint effort of'the drama, dance and music minstries. The Musk
cale was written and directed by Donna Gullatte, Chery Andeson, and Dennis Deloach. Ashley
Lewis coordinated props and costumes. Musiciams were Lawrence Suffrant, arganist, Swain I ennis,
pianiet and Brandaon Prigg, percussionist. Jenifer Patterson was choreographer far the Dance Minis-
try,

What 4 BEAUTIFUL EASTER MORN!!

The children participate inthe Easter Story Musicale.
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Ninth District Plans Pentecost Weekend

The Ninth Digtricts plare for Pentecost include & Saturday "Feeding of the S000" gathering in Bir-

mingham and Sunday "Pentecost Scattered—Witnessing from Doorte Door” autreach in logal cam-
munities.

Message from the Bishop's Office:

AN YR TUROMIST TEsones L o i m & You, ypour howsshold, and- pour fRends are invized fo @ Font
9 Ll Ddstiles 4 Page Cvent on Saturday, By 18, 2073, frem TL00 a.m. fo 3:00

p.m. am the campies of Danie! Papme Colege, 2904 Camie! Papme

| Dviwe, B ingham, Alabama. To cefebra®, sccentisie and scceler

| @te the ongoing enovation and resurection of ths po perty, the

5 is The Feeding ofthe 3,000 in dhis preserd age | e s, a dramaltic reen-
© Faciment of the ongimal biblcal miace. This-is anolfer evemnt as we

:- sieadiy progress fowand the realizabion of the Demiel Payne Cofege
S Legacy ViNage, a vision of #re people of the Sth District that will
| biess the AME Chuvch and the endire local and globad com mumity for
| yearsio come.

- dustas reflected in Mark 6:30-44, we will alf be filled 2t this great

: '=', gatharing. Owr spéimtugl "2ppetizer” before the Word will be an

s Legacy ViLLaog | exciting and mspiretiond| demadc reenaciment of the aciual

/’ SATUNDAY, MAY 18, 2013 ,: event You will #lso enjoy music by @ e band, ::hurefg'ﬂuﬂge.
y 1| el ey - Gospel rappers—something for EVERYOMNE! Come and faar

- - . -' prophetic message of Pasior Jamal Bant of Empowerment Temple

! ﬁ P-L .ILH-'E Chunch m Baltimore, Marjand. Come and fisten as God uses

]|. } mckim “The Same AEszage fora Mew Age “thatis eoomded

5 dcoount. Fead bhis passage agam amd agaim and hear the

mnn‘em—da].rme.nage with yowrheart; and then refpice fhat the Gos-

| pel iz e wr outdaded amd thal ¥ris message shil applies ooay!

e Come and be one of the 5,000 and be fed spirtually by God's
Woaid prociafmied by a youwny pophet to God's people ofall ages and
| walhs of e, Come and be fed physcally as we see with owr heans
N hmow Jesus vl muthiply the figh and the bread fom Mark's gospel inlo
F 25,000 ,me::e.s of fish (17,000 ;nmdﬂ; hundve ds o foaves of fesh

h'ght bread”; 10,300 borfes of water; and ot sauce, bedohup, and

mirsiad gakore!

Can you see yoursell among the masses 4t the Consgrucdion Site leaming fomward &o hear God
gﬁ'it'? Can pod S8R US m;a::mg afresh about the goodmess of the Lord? Can pou se e poursell amon

M st Condury 5.000" going away filed and me ommiited o lve @ beffer iife and to make Legecy Vi-
i#ge become the (no-longerdoma nt] phenomenal sssef to biess and honor owr God? Come and see
what God Wil do as owr wison wnfoids to bless YOU R choeh no wand B generalions to comel  Amd #hey that
will eat of e foaves wil be abowt 5000 on the futwe ste of Dapdel Payne Cofege Legac y Vilage!

Ticktsfarthe "Feeding of the S000" are available from the church office. Tickdd sfor adults
are $50 and 325 for children, Transportation will be provided by the church, § you hawe not
purchased yourtickd | please do so today,

Cin Pentecost Sunday, May 18, from 11 a.m. until 3 pom. all logal churches will witness inthe com-
mudfity. Wearship Service will be held at' 8:00 am arnd Church Schoaol at9:495 am. Please sign up in
the ehurch affice i you plamte participate in the witnessing ar ifyou plan to be among thosewho are
in prayer at the church during the time that the witnessing & occurring in the community:

Training sesslons are scheduled for April 17 &t 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. and April 18 at G800 p.m, Pre-
Pentecost events are witnessing on April 22 at5:30 pomeand prayverwak an May 11 at 845 a.m.

Remembei to wear red on Fentecost Sunday.
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Hat Sunday Was March 10th

Az part of Women's. Hitary Month, the ladies of 5t John wore hats
the second Sunday in March. The wearing of hats for ehurch has
been alomg custom, especially inthe black church. The introduction
to the book Cmung: Potraits of Black Women in Chumh Hats states
"Countless black wormen would rather attend church naked
than hatless. For these women, a church hat, flarmboyant as
it mey be, Is no mere fashion accessary) it's a cherished
African American custorm, one observed w ith boundless pas-
sion by black wornen of various religious denominations.™

Whilethe tradition of wearing hats at 5t John has declined
Vestibule Display aver the years, it w as a beautiful site to see so many ladies

: and young ladies in hats on March 10%. The pictures on
this page capture some of the ladies in their hats as well as
the hat display that greeted worshippers as they entered the vestibule,

£
i picture after I‘?’.’l am

#
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Announcements

April is the Marth of the Mitary Child! This special celebration & a legacy of former De-
ferse Secretary Caspar Weinberger - establehed to underscore the impartant rale ehildren play
intheArmed Forces community, Please join us in celebrating our military yeuth and the sacrific-
es thatthey make daily.

April 21st is Alabama A&M University recognition day, Help s pread the Bulldeg pride by
imviting past or present AAMU students, supporters.and friends to church!

The Northwest Alabama Corfersnce Women's Mssionary Sodety Corference Iretitute will be
held an Saturday, April 20, 2013, 8:00 a.m, at Grant Chapel AME Chuch - Birmingham, AL, The
sign-upsheetis up by the main office,

The next WMS Meging will be beld on Saturday, Apnl 27 & 1030 am. The compassionate out
reach project for April & St. John Soup Kichen & Fiet Siop Homeless Food Pantry. Members
are asked to support this effort by bringing toiletry fems: decdorant, lotion, toothp aste, tooth-
brush, socks, soap, hand wipes, indwidually wrapped fissue. Please note: Razors and mouth

yyas h are not permitted,

3et Feady! The 2013 Summer Mesting tha will include Christian Educdion, Mnisters' In-
stitut 2, and Leadership Congress will be held July 22- 25 &t Troy University. There will be
wokshops, activities, and tons of fun for all ages. Please plan to atend. See Rewv. Sheri Emith
Glayborn far further informatiap.

GET READY FOR THIS YEAR'S PENTECOST EVANGELISM EXPERIENCE. The Sth District
Praver Books, which will be used & wewak and pray ever various communities in our area are
available for F10 in the Church Office. They feature powerful offerings’ from AME members

throughout the Ditrict. Getyour copy taday.

PRACTICE SHARING YOUR TESTIMOMY. Training for the Pentecest Evangelism experi-
ence & setfor

Wednesday, April 17th at 11am &S 30 pm

Thursday, &pril 18th- Gpm

Friday, April 28th 5:30pm ( Trial runin nearby neighbaorhoods)

The nextEMERGE- Young Men's Group (ages 13-271) get-together will be Monday, April 22 at
g p.m. Yoeung men interested’in being & part of the arganzation of activiies should see Sistel
Janette Smith in the main church office. The Emerge Young Mer's Group and Anse Young La
dies Group (ages 13-21) are bath scheduling upcoming events, if you'd lke more inform ation
plea e contact Sis. Janette Smith, in the main chureh for information. 255 5= 2000,

THE &0 plus Ausiliary is halding a carned-food drive to help replenish the food pantiy for
those inneed. They are requesting any canned iterms with easy to open tops. Please bring youl
donations to the ehurch effice.

MAR K 0OUR CALENDARS: The 2013 Wamen's Day Service is s et for June 30th, The Rever-
end Raguel St. Clair Lettsome, Ph.D ., Mew Testament Scholar, Minister and Suthor from Mew
Yok, Mew Yol will be the guest preacher.

THAMK vOU for wour offerings teward the Daniel Payne Legaey Willage: Please continue ta
suppert this effortwith your financial eontributions. Those who have made pledges, please son-
tinue to ke fathful to your promise. Please send all donations directhy to-the Ninth Epscopal Dis-
trict Office.

Flease place yourtithes and offerings inan emvelope; incude your name and the amount of the
cffering on the evwelope. To give online visit www stjohname-hev.org, elick on Online G-
ing: Follow the irstructiors from there. You may ako give directhy via PayPal by sending vour
donation to stiohnamehi@aolcom, Siving made easy!

Coming soon... @ nevw church plaoerial directory, More Information will be provided
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Parent Wisdom

By Sister ‘Wanessa Glowver

Mustard Seed Faith
Matthew 17:14-21

Because we live in a demanding warld, all of us have mountains to climb and
mourtains o move. However, moving those mountains requires faith. Vet even
the dedicate d followeers of C hrist may find their faith tested,

In every life there & a series of suceesses and failures, celebrations and disap-
pointments, joys and sorrows, That & the fest of fath, Faith says that every
step of the way, through triumph and tragedy, God & right there ready and wilk
ing to strengthen us. After all, the ultimate battle has already been fought and weon on the Cross at

C akrarny

Wie have heard the saying, "Little faith, iittle power”
and repeatedly in the scriptures Jesus scaolds "Oh ye
EAR. At o I, B AL "'F b i of little faith.” In this particular scripture Jesus admorr
T @ ol A'.‘":U"‘.'Llll'l Tesdl i, Ehﬁ. “faith the s=ze of & mustard seed can move

mountairs." (hatthew 1720 NKIW

B OyLL (e [HL S B JI-\:I-II' Al s J gessl;

Iy Wil el TI TR LR TR TIS ) (2L The size of the mustard seed & naot the focus. . The
A Er H"'“ - determination of the mustard seed to grow & the fo
ous. Therefore, aw Faith should be lke a mustard
ararh [ vl cauorwes seed, urwavering, not deterred by what we see, o

what condiions exist, ne matter where we are. Noth

e phURF T Wl o prpoies s plid iy, ! T ; i _
et ing B impossible with mustard seed Faith.

Whatewer the challenge, whatever the trouble, know
that it can be handled by God The next ime moun
taire ke ohstacles present & test of your faith, remember totaie vour fears to God. Call upon Him
and He will comfort you. When you place your faith, yeur tust, and even your life inthe hands of
Almighty Gad, the blessing that results will not only bless you, but will ako bless your family and
your cammunity. &5 3 parent, having faith affects owr children and our-children's children becawuse
Gods blessing will not just fall on the parent 2o strengthen your faiththrough praise, through wor
ship, through Bible Study, and through prayer. Trust Gods plan, with Him all things are possible. In
=0 doing, not onby will you be blessed, but these who you hold most dear, your children, will be
blessed.

Jurst 2 closer nallc with Thee, Grant i, Jesusis my plea. Dafly waling close fo Thee, Let itbe, Dear
| Lovd, let it bet! lom Jesws, help our unbelief. Incneese owr Faith to trust vour Holy Word | B indeed,
mstard seed FANTH s for Your Gory and for Your Kingdom . | pray this prayer in Jesus Nam e e
| oy nam e that matters. ANEN

Wisdomfor Daily Living: There s a constant process in the Christian life, God exchanging
His presence for our loneliness —God exchanging His power for our weakness —God exchanging
His healing for aur iliness—God exchanging Hie hope for our despair—God exchanging He peace
far our amxiety—God exchanging His lewve for sur bitterness —God exchanging His Grace for oursut
fenng—&God exchanging His comfiart for our sorrow,

As a Thoughttul Parent—~ARhough the 20122013 school year is coming to an end, plan for sum-
mer leaming opportunities that are fun and enriching. Make the connections earlyto ensure summer
learning enrichment & gain ratherthan summer loss.
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2013

Thite month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Kenneth Parham,

hay 5, 2013

Lessan Title: & Living Hope

Lesson Scripture; | Peter 1:1-12

Print: | Peter 1:3-12

Devotional Songs: #364]], #272 [, and #2432 ]
Hey “erse: "Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundanrt merey hath begotten s again unte a
livehly hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead' (| Peter 1:3),

In this lesson, Peter greeted and affersd en-
courage ment to the soattered Christiars |ocat
ed in Petus, Galtia, Cappadocia, &5i3 and Bi
thynia, Reseaich indicates that these groups
of newy Christians were being pesecuted. His
encouragement dealt with an afteriife reward
He indigated tothe group that by heeping their
faith in Jesws Christ(whom they had Aot seen)
while living through their trialk, their rewards
would be much greater,

This ieviewsr was réminded of several sonpgs
while compeosing this revienw Saeme of the
songs that came to mind wisre " D on't Believe
He Hrought Me This Far" (The Reverend
dames Cleveland), "Coming Up an the Rough
Side of the Moumtain® (The Rewverend F. C.
Bames), "Let the Chureh Say fmen” (The
Reverend Andre Srouch), These classics pro-
wided and may continue to provide helievers
the resllience to confinue look ing forward In a
positive direction even through one's persanal
fials and to keep one's eyes focused on what
& pramised onthe other side.

May 12, 2043

Lesson Title: Bquipped for Godiiness
Leszan Scripture: [1Peter 1:1-21

Print: Il Peter 1:3-14

Devotional Songs: #414[]; £253(]; and #243]
Hey “Werse: "His divine power hiath given unto
us all things that pertain unte life and godli
ness, through the knowledge of hirm that bath
called us to glory and vidue" (|| Peter 1.3},

Peter summarized that once the Christians
succeeded in evercoming sin they would take
an new characteristics that would make them
fruitfulin e knowledge of Jesus. He'indicat
ed that the gualities acquired would come in
the follewing order, and each was a building

block to the next: diligenee, vitue, Knowledge,
temperance, patience, godliness,  brotherby
kindness, and charity.

He ako indicated that, if t be God's will, he
would continue to encourage his fellow Chiis-
tians of the qualities even up until his impend-
ing death.

May 13, 2013

Lesson Title: Serving One Ancther

Lessan Saripture: | Peter 4:1-18

Frint | Peter 4:1-11

Tentative Devotional Songs: #283]); #2581 [,
and #243 []

Hey Verse: "8 every man hath received the
gift, ewenso minster the same ane to ancther,

a5 goodstewards of the manifald grace of
Gad" (| Peter 4104,

Feter reminded C hristians that they should be
good servants, remembering that Jesus put on
mortality and suffered for humarking as atone
mernt for their sin. He indigated thatthey should
wak in Ehrist's lkeness (having a desire 1o do
the will of God) and not follow the example of
Gentiles who, at that ime, were continuing to
worship the spirit of the flesh; lust excesswe
drunkenness, idal worshipping, ete. The Ger
tiles were surprsed that the Christians did not
follows their lead and were unaware that at any
moment, they stood in judgment.

Peter's instruction to the C hristans was to stay
alert and prayerful because, as he indicated,
the end was near. He requested that the
Christian practice being hespitable, that they
love each eother deeply (noting that love con
quers all sins), and that f one had a talent he!
she shouldshare it amongst his/her fellow man
for the glory of God.

hMay 26, 2013

Le=saon Title: The Hope of His Caming
Lesson Scripture: || Peter3:1-18

Frint 1l Peter3:1-15a

Tentative Devotional Songs: #77 []) This Litle
Light af Mine; and #243 []

Hey “erses: "The Lord 5 notslack concern-
ing hs promise, & some men count sladk-
ness; but & longs uffering to us-ward, not wilk
ing that and should perish, but that all should
came to repentance’ (Il Peter 3875,
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Church School Lesson

A waaaand A s S

Peter reminded the Chrstans of what the
prophet spoke, that in the last days there will
came modoers who were full of themsehes
(knavwledge, power, etc) that will question that
since things have been a certain way since the
heginning of creation all things will continue,

Petel reminded the Christiane of how the garth
wis totally destroved by water and how God
was resending the second ending of the warld
to be by'fire. Ewen though Godsees the wick-
edness of man, He & slow to anger, giving
man & chance to repent. But once Ged has
determingd that enough 5 enough, it 5 neted
that with a_great neise and smoke the earth
will be destroved making way for a New Heaw
en and 3 New Earth where the right=ous will
el

He concluded by asking that the Christians
stay watchful  That upan Jesus' return, may
Hefind the believers at peace and without sin.
Peter indicated that the reward for their long
suffering will result in salvation because the
Lard s patence hrings salation

‘-'-?..rtturdd} Mdy 13

Cpsiel Powns Col e

.Jrln'pl e willl be ca
a ’;;ﬁn 1eal 1[15% f
.=hmnl and, thus,. :ﬂmmbwn'rﬁ-th!n Esues.

i [hpmbai Fawes [gpey

Church School
Book Club

April 2013, Discussion Date: 27 Apr 13

10:00 AM.— 1130 A.M,
Sittin i #he Front Pew, Parry EbomySatin
Biown, 2008

Dicussion Date! 18 May
00 &M, —11; mh.:'ﬂ'l

Makes Nie Wanna Holler, N athan MeCall, 1285
This book examinas the complesity ﬁf:ﬁ& prob-

.:Ibms of black youths from an insider's perspec-

tive, An African-American journalist recalls hi

‘own troubled ehildhood, his rehabilitation while
' in prison, and his suscessful Washingten Post

‘Caresl. Tﬁnﬁﬂh he has made a-s!..u;fmfu.lﬂ-
teet, against great odds, he makes it plain that
he does not feel co mpletely at ease with his

‘pERlS “in, the uthﬁlghn'mm :gui of these on the
streets. His difficult story & told In such an iy

mediate. and uampﬂltﬂ] «fnhmn ‘that yaung

Fﬂh I‘I!
EE:]I& ﬂﬂ:

and

Borsmargmany Rl §8J0
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St Johin AME Church
229 Church Street L Daane
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Hurtsville, AL
Permit Mo, 2<0
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(256) 534 6828 Fax
Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Epizcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patick Clayborn, Pastor

INDNJG

Important Dates to Remember

Agril 24,2013
April 25,2013
May 11,2013
May 12,2013

May 18,2013

May 19,2013

durme 3-7T, 2043

June 7-8, 2013

AAMU Recognition O ay

Pre- Perteca st ‘Witnessing , 5:30 p.m,
Prayer Wa k, 8:45 a.m.

Mather's Day

Feeding ot the 5000, Daniel Payne College Legacy Yillage,
Birmingham, &labama

Fentecost Bunday, 8 am Waorship, 2:45 am Church Schaol,
14:00 a.m. Scatering to Witness
*Wear 3th District Red Shid

Yacation Bible Schoal
Jdesus Family Reunion; The Eemix

Church School Corvention,
Greater &, Paul AME Church; Scottsbara

Tha it you conf ess with your mowth, "Jesusis Lord " and believe in your heart
that Godraised Rim from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9
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Pastor's Message
Frepanng for Pentecost

Ack 1

5t. John' buzzing with activiies this month as we prepare for Pentecost, & number of our
members graduated from college (we will highlight them in next month's Esue). Our second
oldest member and one of ‘our deaconesses — Sarah "Granny” Bell —turned B4 yeas old this
menth. In addiion, Alabama A&M celebrated s Founder's Day. In that celebration were Ms,
Debra Clak- Ruszell, great-great granddaughter, and Bianca Clak and Elijah -Russell, gre at-
great-great children of Rew. Br. Wiliam Hooper Councill, the founder of Alabama ASM and 5t
John BME Church, viited 5t. John, Their presence with us on the fist Sunday made for an
overvhelming moment. As well, we had a glerious time en Meother's Day weekend, On the
Menday prior, the 80+ Auxiliary had a luncheon for Mother's Day., The day before Mothers Day,
St. lohnwent on a prayer walk to the various communities iwhere we will go to witness an Pen-
tecost Sunday. To honor Mothers Day, my mother — M. Lois Clayborn — has contributed
"Thoughts of a Mather"to this Esue of AMEN. She oullines the characterstics of a godly moth-

er, In other areas of the church, the Christian Education Department & getting ready for nexd
et bt vl month's Vaeation Bible School and Church School Convertion. We are akotaking time to hon-
al Memarial Day the last Sunday of this menth and with an article in the following pages. Both
are being spearheaded by Col (RetlJames O, Hewwvard.

Again, we are bustling with various programs; but, aur gaze & fixed upon Pentecost. We wil
travel to Birmingham on the Saturday prierto Pentecost to celebrate the Feeding of the 5,000,
The entire Minth Episcopal District will gather for worship, fellowship, food and enthusiastic an-
ticipation an the grounds of Daniel Payne College. We are coming together not just to eat fish
and bread; but. we are assembling to eat fish and bread as asymbol that God can da much with
aur lithe. Bihop James Davis has a vision of revitalzing the campus of Daniel Payne into a
thriving area for the district — with a comvention center, hotel, dormitary housing, and so much
more, In order to make this wision live, we allwill have to make sacrifices; we have to give our
two fish and five loaves of bread. When we do so0, God muttiplies in miraculous ways. Toset
the atmosphere for our celebration, Bishop D avis has invited the Reverend Doctar Jamal Bryant
to be the guest preacher. We invite you allto be a part of this wonderful day. Let ws praythat
Feeding of the 5,000 sccomplishes eventhing that God has purposed for itto do,

The completion of this "Glory Weeiend" taies place on Pentecost Sunday, - After we will have
reached within at Daniel Payne on Saturday, we will reach outto various communities on the
follewing Sunday. Al of the AME Churches of the Minth DiEtrictwill seatter at the 11 o'elodk
hour en Pentecost Sunday for doorto-door evangelsm in their surrounding eommunities. St
Jdohn will have i normal 8 AM worship service and-8:45 AM Chursh Schoolin addisn to our
witneszing activities.

Thie & amoment for which we have bean preparng We held witnessing training seminars. We
conducted a prayer wak. We aked our members to sign up for witnessing in advance. We
have prayed. When we reflect on the events of Pentecostfound in Acts 1-2, we sheould not fail te
recognize that the D ay of Pentecostiook preparation. The apastles did not just fall into the Hely
Spirt. They did notstumble into speaking in tongues. They did not meander into sermons that
saved thousands of lizteriers. They did not wander into: mega- churah growth. They did not
bump inte the ahility to pedform all kinds of miracles. NO! MO WO Instead, the apostles pre-

A et v jahpr N
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Letus prepare!

Pastor's Message

AL vemiimanen! b e )

pared themseles for Pentecost. Aok 1.3-5says that Jesus stayed with the apostles for forby days
and taught them about God's Kingdem. The Reen Lord then instructs them to wait in Jerusalem
for Gods promise — the baptem of the Holy Spirt. For, the Holy Spirtt will give them the power
they need to accomplieh their evangelical mission (Acts 1:8). Bven though the apostles hayve no
idea when the promise will come (Acts 16-7), they realze that they must continue the prepara-
tions that Jesus began, After Jesus ascended, the early chureh stayed in Jerusalem, metin the
upper room, devoted themseles to prayer, and found a replacement for Judas (Acts 1:12-28),
THEY PREF&RED!

We, too, must prepare for Pentecost. We must prepare for God's promise for our lives. We must
prepare farthe promises of healing, deliverance, financial increase, revelation, new vision, greater
purpose, restorafion of relationships, employment opportunities, and protection from enemies. We
prepare by feasting an the teachings of Jesus. \We prepare by leaming more about Gad's king
dom. We prepare by putting our lives in harmany with God's kingdom. We prepare by waifing as
God directs. We prepare by going where Godsends us, We prepare by not forsaking the assem-
bly of the saimts. We prepare by geting around lke- minded people for mutual encouragement.
We prepare by devoting ourselves to prayer, We prepare by yielding sw wils to God's will, We
prepare by fing what s broken around s, We prepare by getting on one accord —with Gods
agenda, with our brathers andsieters in Christ, and with our God given ldentity (Aot 2077,

Let us. prepare! Let us prepare!ll Let us prepare!l!! Let's prepare owr thinking, Let's. prepare our
speaiing. Let's prepare our actions. Let's prepare owr relationships. Let's prepare our habits,
Lets prepare ourwision, Lets prepare our expectations, Lets prepare our willingness to semwe.
Lets prepare our work ethic. Let's prepare our submissionto God's will. Lets prepare our giving.
Lets prepare aur love for each other, Let's prepare for Pentecost! When wie prepare for Pentecost,
the D ay of Pentecastfully comes!

Scenes from AAMU Founder's Day Observance

B i

[ Or. Hugine, A8hU Fresil:ient. arddresses .
the congregation.

Descendants of Or, Coundill at marker forthe orginal ste |
of AL,

(at letiharch fom St.John to onginal sie of A8NL,
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1/ Thoughts of a Mother

AN, By Lols Claybom

 Mother's Day |s one Sunday that many churches are filled to capasity. i
does not matter it the lady you consider as a mother figure mwuramul
H'I"H-'I mdthm Whoever nurtured you and helped you o remain focused, Is |
EEE yaur rnuthEF She may be called Mother, Mam, Mammy, Big Mam-
a, Maw, Muh ar perhass 3 nickname lHee Girlie. § matters ot what-

bum t;eﬁt[m,thl!lnil'l!f:lr her (s =ill g red.

1 Ldo knewithat. mothers: arethose who are in charge and possess no tear £5-

~ tablishing |aw and order. A harbrush in the (&t hand of my Mather strugh
fearirta my heart. f she promised ntpnt:'irriﬁmu'ﬁ it was coming. Her word
was her band. One may not agree with corpord punishment. Tha (s -
ceptable However, children should knowthe ﬁlfﬁarmne bt ween right and
Wang and that thers are consequences for ‘misbehaving. Maothers often set-
‘I.‘hii:-tﬂh

Methers help to provide for the household. In addition, dothing, sheter,
| suppliss and transpartation may be induded |n her dﬁlyﬁre That I;

wed by establishing hours far homewark, ehaperoning s

ding PTO- I'naetlnﬂﬁ and other scheduled or unschedul mma .m:h

' a= bandichoir concsits, plana reditals or sveh chesrlsading compestitions

.ﬁsi mad-mlr s lid, it wes established early that Ged was the cerer of my.
H"I'E. [:I.Id not aways agres with or ﬂnd oy in atending Sunday serviess ar
HH.* urech mmﬁﬁ | had o hihi'}m_ FHTTﬂ ::d Tﬂ’ﬁ:‘uld:"n::r;‘ ma{thu-:;_

ne, probably, Hiaﬁe-sumt U were In nehur cal and-
ﬂﬂmﬁﬂfhe yaunger years an sarly stage of establishing one's focus on
heimpertance of giving ssrvce.

: Prp; rhEJHiﬂE»a'hnui the role of women and I Inewtha mothers fit the

4 -z-:;- res. They ae iﬂhuus,-prnwﬁ‘l'm the household, invest In rﬁﬁ,am-
with strength, nm-aﬁ;r husband and ehildren P{ﬂ\ddﬂln‘r-ﬂh&s

&ﬁﬁbﬁﬂtau are Godfearing: %.afﬁfﬂ Eaﬁraﬁud‘fﬂf'zhﬂrr warks
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What Does Memorial Day Mean to You?
By James 0. Heyvward

What does Memarial Day meante me? |l am-glad you
asked,

So many ctzens do not knew why our nation and gorfmmu-
nities celebrate Memoaorial Day. Memaorial Day is a day of
remembrance forthose who have died in our natlon's ser
wice. It was. originally called Decoration RPay and was
started inthe South. Heowewver, that elaim was challenged
by ether communities, stating that it was started in their
respective communities. In 1866, President Lyndon Jahre
son afficially declared Waterloo, N as the hirthplace of
Memorial Day,

Singe 1860, communites all over the country have cele-
krated Memaorial Day, Regardless. of where it started, the
fact is thatwe as a nation tapped into the hurman need o
homor the war dead. Mamy celebrate: in different ways.
Some elose businesses, which most do not any maore.
Some have parades which most do not have any maore.
Some have public programs, which meost do not have any more. The traditional elservance of Me
morial Pay has diminished aver the vears; hawever, there are many towns, cities and individuals that
have not fargotten the meaning or the reason for Memorial Day, Think of the sacrifices many men
and women have made to keep owr nation free and to allow us to enjoy the freedoms that we do.
Many gawve the ultimate sacrifice. They wrote a chedk to the nation with the amount left hlark and
mary were filled in with their lives. When one thinks of the upheavals aroundthe world with nations
where there are unstakle governments, we can appreciate this great nation of ours. H began bads in
1778 in Boston, MA. with Crispus Attucks who was killed by Briish soldiers.  Incidentally, he was a
ran of color and i is said that he was the first person'to lose his Ife in the American Bevalutionary
War,

There & a tremendous amount of history of leading ciizens of early Huntsville in Glenwood Ceme
tery. Inthis cemetery, in March 2010, a madcer was placed at the grave site of Pvt. John Reed Por-
ter, a member of the First &labama Cavalry who served in the U.S. Civil War. He was the great
grandfather of ene of our church members, Mrs. Sarah Alls who received the WS, flag at that cere
mory & the next ofkin

In 1951, the Boy Scouts of America in 5t Lous, Mesour began placing flags on the grave sites of all
veterans in selected cemeteries. But, regardless of how it i celebrated, it i ane of aur most signifi
cant mational holidays. In Huntsville, this year an Memorial Day at Glenwood Cemetery, the Boy
Scouts of America, Wiban Emphasis Scout Leaders Council will sponsor the Annual Geremony of
Commemaoration at 3:00 p.om, The guestspeaker will be Colonel Martha K. Brodks, Director of Public
Affairs, U.S. Army Expeditionary Contracting Command, Redstone Arsenal, AL Colonel Brooks is a
graduate of Alabama A&M University and s ROTC Program. Additionally, the U5 &y Materizs|
Command Band, Brass Ensemble will provide musie. The pregram usually ends with the firing of 3
miltary salute and the playing of Taps

Lets come sutandshow our patriotiem. Because this is just as much your county as that of anyone
glke. Our fore parents akko made temendous sacrifices for the freedoms that we enjoy, We believe
in the statement that "Freedam & Mot Free"” There will be tents to protect you from the elements,
chairs, fams , water and toilet facilties for your comfart,

Wettust that all of s will have a greater appreciation of Memaorial Day and for the sacrfices made by
those who gave their all and those who returned with broken bodies and went home early to be with
God. May God bless the memaory and legacy of the men and women of our Armed Forces wha paid
the ultimate price.
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South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer District
Morthwest Alabama Conference-Minth Episcopal Distric- AME Chureh
District Conference Meeting-April 13, 2013

by The Reverend Charles Glover, itinerant Elder

The District Conference comvensd at M ew Seed
af Faith AME Church, Tarrant, Alabama, where
the Reverend Eric Waker and congregation
were the gracious hosts, The Reverend Oliver
Allen, Jr., Presiding Elder enthusiastically
greeted all those assembled and stated the
theme of the conference which was, "The Goal
of Dicipleship; Witnessing, Waorking, Worship-

ping.”

The Ditrict GConferences opening maorning
worship s ervice was off to a grand start weith the
Reverend Wernita Farness, Saddler's Chapel,
AMEC, delivering a wery thought proveking
message entitled, "Whals Love Got Te Bo With
It The textwas John, Chapter 13: veses 34
35, The Rewerend Farness. adeptly aligned
modern day societal endencies as exhibited in
ouf social media to the text. She further elabo-
rated on the goak and aims afthe Ninth Epis-
copal District and the |ove Bishop Davis posseszes for the work ofthe Lord andthe AME Church.
Reverend Farness stated that love & one of our most msunderstood wards, She defined love as
d deep affection, a sttong Kindred lKing. The Bible Bictionary defines love a the attributes of
God, God 5 the total definition of love. K we tuly loved as God does, we would exhibit more
lowe toweard others. The Reverend Farness stated that the Old Testament commanded us to love
aur neighbors & eurselves. The Mew Testament lowe focus is on the lateral —bretherly love first,
then vertical love to the Father. Te truly exhibit godly love, ane must serve (Jesis washed the
disciple's feet); Love & patient, kind, not bitter and believes the best s in evervone., Reverend
Farness, in closing, emphasized that in the New Testament Book of John, Chapter 3: verse 16,
the "Ulimate Example” of love is exhibited. God"so loved' the worldthat "He gave' Hi only be
gotten Son that whosoever believes in Him shall net perish, but have everlasting life. k& not
dbout us, but ALL about Jesus. ALL efforts and "doings" sheuld be, must ke, to "glarify” and up-
lift the name of Jesus,

An aggressive agenda was slated with numerous woksheps on the schedule. Wokshop ses-
gion nurmber one was entitled, " The Call o Discipleship” with the Reversnd William Slade a5 the
presenter. The Reverend Slade was wery exciing and eaptured the attention of delegates with
his. presentation style and content material. He emphasized the need to answer God's call with
spiritual enthusiasm. Several Old and Mew Testaments scriptural references were provided to
support his position. Points to remember included! "We must be disciples to maie disciples)"
"Fobs want to see who you really are after the benediction;' and "Don't be afraid to arswer the
gall” Wearkshop session number:two was entitled, " The Goal of Discipleship” with the Reverend
T.L Frarklin as the presenter. He gave many memarable strategies on disciples hip including,
"True discipleship & .a matter ofthe heart; Alays represent Christ; D cipleship is nota course; it
requires both the pursuit of knowledge and intentional action.” Discipleshipshould be a daily pro-
cess, a daily commitmient Trie dicipleship involves a fransformation, not enly increasing in the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, but actually becaming more lke Jesus Christ, in our thinking and our
actiors. Other maming presentatiors included "Money Matters” by the Reverend Roosevelt
Harden, "Adminitration Matters” by Sieter Thomasine Jackson and Sister Charlie BEvans. Key
topics included in the adminstration summary were "report deadlines” and “Tithes and COffering

R.'m'l'-'.l.'l'-h:n'l.ﬂ'r.'.q_t'ﬂ.l
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South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer District
Morthwest Alabarma Conference-Minth Episcopal DistrickFAME Chureh
District Conference Meeting-April 13, 2013

by The Reverend Charles Glover, ltinerant Elder

[LRETL RO R ] |

as they relateto IRS Compliance”.

The: wwele noon “"Heour of Power” worship celebration was. fruly inspirational. The Reversnd
Sherl Smith Clayborn of Saint dehn AMEC, Huntsville was the preacher. The text was Matthew,
Chapter 28, verses 18-20. Thesubjectwas "Meving Beyond D ouldt”. The Reverend Smith. Clay-
born was very effective in bringing the text alive. The Holy Spirit was present and manifested
during the sermon delivery. She stated that when Jesus shows up on the scene in the text some
doubted while athers warshipped. Some wors hipped, but others doubted the "effectiveness™ of
their awn worship. Inthe text the disciples were wondering how much Jesus knew about them.
iOften the issue & notwith God, butwith peaple. They doubt themselves. They turn the focus to
their faults, which produces doukt. The Rewverend Smith Clayborn defined doubt as “wavering
between two opinions, uncedainty of vour owen ability”. Key focus thoughs included;

1) Some worshipped and cthers hesitated, Their doubt did not stop their waorship, They
wors hipped through their deubt.

2} Jesus s ableto move bevond doubt, Jesus understood their doubtand His authority.
twas revealed and made manifest “an earth as it & in heaven'. Jesus gave the disciples
purpose in the midst of their uncerainty, Lkewise, believers should accept their purpose in
God and speak truth to power,

2 Jesus gives us whiat we need for the journsy. Jesus gave a "blessed asurance” far the
Journey imthe person of the "Holy Spirt”, Jesus assuredthat He will never leave us nor far-
sdie us

4 Be opento Jesus and the mowve of the Holy Spint. "Lift up your heads oh ye gates and
be lifted up andthe King of Glory shall come in” As Christiars, move beyond doubt and
hawve faith in God and learn totrust Him and His Ward.

After the noon service, a hearty lunch was served, Following lunch, several District and informa-
tional updates were presented. Among these were the report from the Board of Examiners,
Christian Education, Sors of Allen, Keinonias, Woter Registration, WS, YPD, and Laity, Pre
siding Elder Allen made closing comments on the upsorming majer Minth District projects, high-
lighting the D aniel Payne Legacy Village Feeding of the Five Thowsand evenk. Pastors and
Laitywiere encouraged to "tak-up” and he active parficipants in this event

Presiding Elder Allen affered the prayer for rededication and recammitment as well as the bene-
diction.

Information about the District Conference®

The Distriet Conference & one of five (5) coanferances in the AME C hurch. The presiding elder of
the district shall be the chairperson, unless a bishop & present. The Ditrict Conference B com-
posed af all raveling ministers, local preachers, evangelsts, presidents of miesionary societies,
and one stewvard from each Cuarterly Conference within a presiding slder district Prezidents of
lay organizatiors and a youth representatwve fram each church, circuit or station are alke mem-
bers.

The DiEtrict Conference shall meet once sach year at the time to be set by the presiding elder
and the placeto beset atthe annual planning meeting of the presiding elder district.

" Taken from The Book of Disciodime of the Afncan Methodist Episcona! Chueh 2008
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Vacation Bible School

Sunday, June 9
Z 00—5: 00 p.m.

Monday
through
Thursday,
June 10-13
K 45—8: 30 p.m.

Classes for all ages!

Bringing the family together,
Joshua 24:15

LIGHT
- :
" h‘l‘ "Wouarethe light of the world: A ety buit'on a hill cannet be hid.”

- — Matthew 5:14
"
We all have aninner light seeking owbward expression. We want to make a positive
difference in the world. Jesus told His follevers; "You are the light of the warld" As
wee eflect on thie teaching and remember that we shineg as.a light to ethers who can

benefit frem our gifts and sharing.

We pray, as we approach Pentecostthat the Spiritshines in us as individuals and as a
chuch famiky, 5o that we make this warld a better place,

Cur outreach ministries, including our "soup kitchen,” shine'as we show love and con
sideration for those in need, When we share we pray to make a positive difference.
Simple acts ofk indness express fo others the truth: We are'the light of the world.

i WRT, W O
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No More Heavy L oads

By Paulette Bargon

| always wonderwhen | hear someone saying,
“God only gives me what He knows | can
bear” or "l have a "heawy load” when their
problers. are muosthy caused by themselves. I
am not taking about people who have really
heavy burdens [ke death, terminal illness,
caretakers. of elderly parents,. homeless, ar

jobless.

| am referring to drama kings and gqueers
wihio proceed to pray for hours about the prob-
lems in their lives; all the troubles family mem-
bers ar friends are giving them; ‘why am | at
ways sickT o 'my job has me all stressed
aut.'

We are so busy worrying and complaining that.
we cannot sitstill and listen to God. The bible
says; Give your burdens to the Lord and He
will taede care of you. (Psalm 25:22a) Stop
cons Etenthye praying and trying to fix it the way
vou want tte go. Then you blamea it on God
becawuse it does not go the way you want, Go
1o your closet;, pray and lsten You may not
get an answer right. away but itwill come. You
may not' ke what God has to say, but i vou
dowhat He says things will turn out fine.

Yes, some of these "heavy loads" we can
lighten owrs elves. Butsometimes we need to
make same hard choices. Do notkeep ena-
blingsomeone because it only makes youfeel
good for @ moment and the problem stll ex-
i, '-'I.I'hen_ somebody comes o you with a
problem, do not make it your problem and
something you warry about. Pray with them,
tahe it to God. Dowhatever & in your powerto
help and let it go. Stop blarming yvour famiky or
friends for allthe froubles in your life.

Forgive, forgive, fargive! - Manager or cowork-
ers are giving you problems? You have to be
:pirﬁual‘g prepared for work just ke you pre
pare for church, Put on that armar. Have your-
self a Holy Ghost party while you are driving to
work, You pray, you sing His praises, you
thank Him for all the good things He has done
foryou. 8= 3 matter of fact, you should be do
ing that & part of your daily routine whether
you are going towol or not. God loves prag-
ez and prayer,

Give your womes to God for he canes about
you, 7 Peter 57
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St. John Celebrates 128th Church Anniversary

By Bridget.J, Floyel

' - = e I |
The Gospel Dholi fenders a musical sefection during th= annives ardservice.

On Sunday, April 14", 5t. John eelebrated s 128" anniver
sary at both the 8 a.m. and 10:80 a.m. worship services.

1, John African Methodist Episcopal Church & inthe South
Birmingham-Huntsville- Bessemer Distriet of the Northwest
Alabama Conference of the Ninth Epecopal Bistrict of the
African Methodist Episcopal Chureh. St Joahn Hun ville was
organized in 1885, The first church services were held in a

barber shop on the corner of Miler and West Holmes
Streets,

In 1871 the church moved inte a newly erected facility at 228
Church Street. From this location atthe comer of downtown
Huntwville, St. John opened s doors to the community. St
dohn has numerous aclve minktries serving members and
the community, The church purchased 53 acres of land in
northwest Huntsville in 2008, Stropg emphasE & placed on
the WERD - through preaching, teaching and Christian liv

ing.

Pastar Patrick Clayborn was the preacher forthis celebration.
The chairpersan for the program was Wi, Hodges Was hing-
ton. The 5t John Gospel Choi, directed by Brother Bennis
D elLeach, facilitated worship through seng.  The St John
Prake Dance Minktry enhanced the service Wwith a homage
to the signature Akin Ailey performance "Revelations”. Memr
bers of St John were featured as the AME Order of Waorship
was followed with the addition of the 128" Church Anniver
sary Litany.

Pastor Clayborn was the preacher Pastor Clayborn's sermon was enttled " COwvercoming Mothing”
forthe Annivers ary Service.

Tl ! e e 7))
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St. John Celebrates 128th Church Anniversary

By Bridget.J, Floyel

A pelirmain e unge V)

from the text John 21: 1-19. He began by comparing the 5" chapter of Luke, where the disciples had
als o failed in their fishing effork, but Pastor Clayborn noted the differencewas at that point they had
notfollowed Jesus, while in the textthey had followed, experienced Jesus, and witnessed His return.
He differentiated between "nothing” as being with and without Jesus in one's life. Through Jesus the
disciples bacame "fshers of men” and as such Pastor Clayborn pondered the reason they would go
badk to fehing after Jesus had directed them'to leave such; then positedthat the disciples lkely had
regret {e.g., Peter denied Jesus three times). Heindicated that believers today sometimes ask why
God would fargive or helpthem given their transgressions.

Agcording to Pastar Clayborn, "Jesus shows up even afterwe goin the wrong direction”, (i.e., fishing
an the wrong side of the boat), He urged an honest arswer tathe guery "what did you cateh™' that
being, "nathing.!” Theright side ofthe boat was characterized as fellowship, love, and positive focus;
that &, "wherever Godtels vou to be." Returning to the text, Pastor Clayvborn indicated that although
the disciples were in the wrong place, atthe wreng time, doing the wrong thing they still receved a
blessing (full nets) after they transitioned to the right side of the boat (followed Jesws" directions).
The preacher gave a ltany of bilessings that will come from God “when you get on the right =ide

Another comparison was made to Luke 5 where the net brek e, while in John 21 it did net. That i,
Peter was ready to catch fish, but in John 21 he was ready to keep fish!' Pastor Clayborn stated,
"When you're ready, God will make sure your netwon't hreak” and "it & only by His Grace that the
riet deesn't break —then and now!” Pastor Clayborn indicated that God has a vigion far 5t John and
listed numerous ministries that have grawn and continue to grow as well a newly developed mink-
tries. Inthete=t Jesus ulimately revealed Hirselfto the disciples and Pastor Clayvhorn noted it may
taie a third encounter until the revelation sccurs . He indicated that God can fwill fill you even in the
midst of vour stuggles {e.q. fill your griefwith comforts, Retrmning to the text; Pastor Claybom closed
by stating that Peter needed redemption as he had denied Jeswus three times, and Jeswus asked three
times, “Do you lowe me? and gave Peter instructions sach ime he responded. Pastor Claybaorn
compared Peter's status pre- and post encounter with Jesus, from nothing fo eventhing”

Itis clear that "overcoming nothing” comes from adhering to Gods instruetions and thankfulness in
accepting His redemption when mistakes are made. The message was well-received and three per
sons answered the call to discipleship. St.John has been blessed and will continue to move fonward
in aneffartta bring people 19 Christ and serve the community.

Ministry in dance by the St. John Dance Minestry
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L Texting Tesn
By Newsl
L:1.- ___| By hariah L. Gullatts
En ete IL Fait beau! {In summef, t & beauti
fuly This & aone of the many things | have
learned this school wyear! Alkhough |
have growmn in my studies, kids are SUPER
excited for the summer, not s muech the
bugs... But the youth here at St. John are even
more excited about the voluntesr work we are
doing this summer and what they have already
done! The ¥PD has stared the wark by help-
ing pack and deliver the AIDS sutreach bas-
ket During spring hreak, they azsisted with
packing and serving lunch at the monthly soup
kitchen,

Congratulations to Marissa, Patrick 11, Wallace
far an exceptional job at Mr. Gilmorg's Piang
Recital: Congratulations ta Mina Johnson whe
wias part of the J. F. Drak e State Royal Caurt.
Last, but not least, congratulations to G hristina
Sanders and Gecffrey Brown on their gradua
“tion from UAH!

New mineties. ARISE and EMERGE, are eme
powering voung men and wamen 1321 ta re
store and refine young people of the church,
community, and the world! Wrapping up the
scheol year, | wish all kids, children, teens,
wvoung adults, and college students the best on
exams (Po your BEST, OM THE TESTY Until
riext time, TTYL (tak toyou later)!

The Mews Test for this month is:

Al who cleanse thermsehes of the things |
have mentioned wil become special utersils,
dedicated and useful to the owner of the
house, ready for-every good work (2 Timathy
2:21).

'Easy Ways to Give Online

1. Simply go to the St John AMEC website
venww sfohiname-hsv.org then click on Online
Giving, Follow the instructions from there.

‘2. Use your PayPal aceount to send directly to

=t John at e-rrail address
stjohramehi@aol com. Transfer from wour
banking account and specify donatefriends
and famihy,

Use'ane of these giving options to contribute,
ewven when an vacation.

St. John to Host
Conference
Lay Meeting

The guarterly rmeet:
ings of the North
west Annual Gonfer-
ence Lay Organiza
tign are held on the
Sth Sundays. The
rext meeting will be
held at 5t. John,
Huntville, en Sun-
day, June 30th at
400 p.m,

All lay persons are invited 1o assist in hosting
this meeting and to be present to support this
meeting. hs. Cassandra Ingram & the presi
dent of the St Jobhn Lay Organization, Dr.
Waymon Shivers & the president ofthe Morth
wiest Canference Lay, and WM. J. C. Bonner &
president of the Minth District Lay OrganEs
fion: '

The next logal meeting of the 2t John Lay
Crganization will be Tuesday, May 21, at 6:00
p.m.
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Announcements

The MEDI& MIMISTRY is offering CDs and DWDs for sale. Tiles include Pastor Claybom's
"Breathe" and "Breathe Again’ sermons & well' as CD's and DWD's from Holy Wesh: CD's are
¥, DWD's are $10 each: Series of 3 CR's or more are dscounted. For more options, call the
shurch office. CDsand OVDs of sach Surday Senvice will nowbe offered i mmed ael y fallowing
each service. Payment can only be made at the mediatable in the vestibule,

The Wacation Bible School decorations committes & iﬂ:: ing families to submit a copy of 3 family
photo, nolargerthan <43 In addition, please bring infreshly lmundered Family Reunion T-shirs.

{If you would lke them back, please tag themn so they can be retuned to you.) For more details
AT Ester Wary Rankin or Siter Danna Gullatte.

The next Lay Organzation meeting will be held May 215t at@ pm.

Smile for the camera! Photo sessions for the new church directory are being schaduled
with LifeTouch: Please visit the takle in the wvestibule to make your appointment ar pidk-up in-
stuctiors for scheduling your appoirtment online. Please contact Siter Paulette Williams,
Dieidre Watlton or call the church office at 2568 5343285 for details.

The WS :nmpiﬁsl’nnate outreach project for June is the R egional Meonatal Imtersive Gare U nit
{NICU) located at Huntswille Hospital. Each member & asked to bring fruit such as apples, orang-
es, tangerines or indiidually wrapped snadk items fo the June 2Z2nd meeting. The food supports
Sfamily members of patients at MIGU, NOTE: The WMS will WO T meetin May as the meeting date
fallk an a holiday weekend.

Women's Day will be observed on theSth Sunday in June, The guest preacherwill be the
Reverend Raguel St. Clar Lettsome, Ph.O. of New York, New York. Dr. Lettsome & a New
Testament Scholar, Minister, and Authar,

Travel with us te New Cedar Growe AME Church in Autaugaslle, Alabama anthe fourth Sunday
inJune. Pastor Glayhborn will preach and St John's choir will render music: The Reverend Ruby
Heard-Bustamonte, a former member of 5t Jdohn, & the pastor of Mew Cedar Grove. Letus sup-

port our sister church with our presence and financial :nntrlhutlnn'.i an Sunday aﬂ:ernnun June
23,2013, at 400 pan:

Fradudes and retirees will be honored at a special program an Friday, June 21 at B:30 pm
at St John.

Be sure to inform the church office of any address or telephone number changes, You may call
the church at 256 534 3265 or & mail the updates to the church atstjiohnamehi@aolcom. Ako, if
you are notreceivingthe church telephone call outs, please notify the office.

To ersure you receive proper credit for your confributions, please place fithes and offerings in an
envelope and include your name and the amount of the offering an the envelope.
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Parent Wisdom

By Sister ‘wanessa Glowver

o

"Let the
Little children

Came In mue

Jesus Lovesthe Little Children
Mak 10:13-16

Children held a special place in Christ's heart. Te understand Jesis 'perspective, ane must view
children through His eyes. Since children's matters seem so insignificant when compared to adult
size problems. and responsibiliies, we as parents tend to discount them as unimporant et Jesus
granted little children honor and respect. When the dis cip les s aw the little ehildren a5 a nusance and
hindrance to ministry, Jesus rebuked the deciples sharply and said, "Let the litle children come to
me, and da not hinder them far the kingdem of God belongs te such a these. | tell veu the fTuth;
amyone who will not receive the kingdom of God lke alitle child will newver entert.” (Mak 10:13-18

N I

Parents are called ta emulate childlik e humility and obediense. They are newver too ald o tos yaung
to learn something new. Butsometimes parenting may seem overa helming with children's concerns,
M evertheless, the spportunity & missed to invest in their ves and learm valuable spirtual lessons
from them. One of the greatest advantages of such dependent abedience is the liberty of leaving the
corsequences to Jesus, When people obey and believe, God assumes full resporsibility for what
happens whenthey are fallowing inthe will of God. Children show the secret of tust and abedience.
Just @ children leam, believe, and depend on their parents, parents too must have that humhblez de-
pendence an Ghrist for beth stength and righteousness to receive the kingdom of God as little chit
dren.

A5 long a parent live, they should continue to learn and encourage children to do lkewise: When it
comes to learning Ife's most important lessors of trust and obedience one can either do things the

easy way or the hard way. The easy way can be summed up a followes: Read God's Irstruction
Manual—The Eible,

| Merziful Lord, great-& Your mercy towards us. You have given us so much, Teach & the joy of giv-

ing without the theught of reward. Lord, thark Yeu for Yeur compassion, for Youwr lave, far ¥ our faith-
fulmes, and Your kindness fowwards us: Lard, our hope & in You. We do not give up in despair, for
You O Lord, are able to do exceedingly, abundantly, above all that we ask or think according to the
poweer that waks inus. Ta Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jes us to all generations, forewer and
ever, AMEN (Ephesians 3:20)

Wisdom for Daly Liwing: Sethat parents do net become numb to the Joy and awe of children
and family letus held fast the prefession of our faith: without wawvering, for He s faihful (Hebrews
10:23), Take off the shoes af worry and hurry, Sede guiet time and fellowship with God to: better
lowe, undestand, and to nurture children, even aur children's children, regardiess of the circum-
stances. Put on the invitation to relatiors hip and make a difference.

Az 3@ Thoughttul Parert — Happy Mother's Day! Go easy on yvourself, MOM, We cannot be 100 per
cent perfect 100 percent of the ime, no matter lowe much we would like to be. We are only human.
We maie mistakes. We ask forforgiveness, We learnto do better, and meve an
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May is
Mental Health Month:

Pathways o Wellness
By Bridget J. Flayd

The thems for 2013 & Pathnays to Wellhess,
For over sixty (B0) yvears May has been desig-
nated as rrental heath menth during which the
mental health community facilitates education
al events and screenings to ralse awareness
of the impact ef mental illness and encourage
assessment and ‘treatment. This year's focus
on wellness highlights evercoming the stress-
ars that impact most indwidual and the goal
of achieving the balance needed for one's
emational, physical, spiritual and  mental
health. Wellness s more than the absence of
disease, but refers to the complete: general,
rmental and social well-being of the person.
Steps to achieve wellness include balanced
diet regular exercse, sufficient sleep, a sense
of sel-worth, good coping skills which promote
resiliency, emofional awareness, and connec-
tiors to family, friends, and community or s o
cial support.

In pastyears, the goal of Mental Health Monrth
has been to reduice stigma and in this vein, it
would be helpful to monitor or assess emotion
al welkbeing in the same way blood pressure
and hlood glucose levels are monitared orcare
cer screenings are done. Fully embracing the
wellness concept not only leads te a healthy
mind, body, and spirt but increases the likelr
hood of living a productive life.

The first week in May was designated Shit
drens Mental Heaith Week. This year's focus
wias on young children from birth to 2ight years
old, withthe emphasis an building resifencs in
young children dealing with trauma. Childheod
exposure t trauma & a major public health
problem in that this contributes to negative
effects during childhood and can extend into
adulthood,  Residual effeck can persist well
after trauma has ended. Examples include
physical and sexual abuse, vialence infamilies
and communities, loss of a loved one, refugee
or war experiences, having a caregiver who is
impaired, and |ife threatening injury ar illness.
Youngsters who receive age-appropriate angd
early intervention gan he successful academi
cally, socially, and emationally,

Student Recognitions
2013

Parerts are asked to sub-
mit student honors infor-
matian to the church office
by June 2. This request &
for students pre-school
through high  school,
Forms will be available in
the church effice.

The deadline for submitting in
formation & Jupe 2. Students &

will be recognized in the Sty L "
dernt Honors section of the i 1)
AMEM inJune. .

Church School
Book Club

May 2013
Mates Me Wamna Holler, Nathan MeCall, 1925

dune 2013
Dscission Datel 22 June 13
10:00 AM —11:30 A M,

‘A Fece of Mine. J. Calfornia Daoper, 1882

"Her style & d!nlp’crrzl'fsrmple and direct, and
the vale of tears inwhich her charactes reside
E neverso dalr_p that a rich r.hu__:l-:l!_ﬂ a Tﬂﬂll_s_ﬁ
persansfonlishness cannot be heard” — Alice.
Waker

"The label'short stary 5@ woefully nadequate
description of thesz intensely, explicitly maral
tales. ‘Parables’ s maore appropriate. l'.:nnpurs.

‘stories are rich in wisdom and insight.” — Belle

Letre

"J. Califarnia Cooper ks indeed an extraordinary
Hurl’er.. She has the rare quality af a natural
itm"ytbllpr and her work must carry the highest
recommendation. Defintely a book that's worth
reading.!'—African Gongard (Zimbabee)
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Church School Lesson Overview — June 2013

Thise month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Willie J, Sandifer.

June 2, 2013

Lessan Title: Holy, Haly, Holy

Lesson Scripture: Isalah@:1-12

Print: Eaiah &:1-8

Devotional Songs: #25[, #ZF2 [, and #2443 |
Hey “erse: "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of
host: the whole eadh i full of his glo-
r¢'' (Isaiah G:3),

The first of these prophecles emphasizes the
Lords holiness, for without recognizing this
primary attribute, one cannot worship Him 'in
an acceptable manner,

This lesson looks at one of the mest important
passages about true worship, The prophet
kaiah is given a rare glimpse of worhip in
heaven. When giving the model prayer in Mat
thew G110, Jeswus said, "Thy will be done in
garth, as tis in heaven." God & wors hipped in
heaven according to His will,

kaiah lived in wick ed days in the history of
Judah, when the majority fell woesfully short of
Gods laws. Though they went through the
mations of wors hip, the Lord rejected their ab-
servances because their hears were unclean,
kaiah could minkter to hi generation onky
after he saw God's glory and was clearsed
fiom his sin

June 9, 2013

Les=zon Title! Sing and Shout

Lesson Seripture: Isaiah 12:1-6

Print: lEaiah 12:1-6

Devotional Songs: #597 [, #258[; and #243[]
Hey “erss; "Praise the Lord, call upon his
name, declare his' daings among the people,
mak e mention that his name & ecated” (I=aiah
124,

Believers are called fo praise and rejoice inthe
Lerd hecauwse He has sayed them and has
given them the joy of salwation. They are
called to sing and shout Hs prages and te
rmak & Him knean throughoutthe wheole earth.

Az much as pesors diead failure, disgrace,
and humiliation, they are often necezsary in-
gredients in God's recipe for mature, sincere
worshippers, This was very apparent in the
history af lsrael. Though warned repeatedly by

their praphet, the people of Israel toa often
took credit for their own successes, forsook
true worship, and served other gods. Only afte
they had passed through the deciplines of de
feat and dispersion did kaiah portray them as
singing and shouting for joy because the Lord
had redeemed and transformed them:.

In this lesson the prophet looked foward to
"that day”, meaning the millennial kingdom of
Christ, when God s people will be prasing Him
This & 50 cerain that Isaiah used the phrase
“though shalt say" to infreduce the wery wards
with wehich the people will praise God.

Az the book of Isaiah records, the Israelites
had & lot to be happy about, especially in light
of their eireurmstances, Judah and Jerusalem
had been in complete rebellion against the
Lard; yet He =till chose to pour aut His good
ness upon them

June 16, 2013

Lesson Title: Meaningless Warship Con-
demned

Lessan Seripture: lsaigh 29:1-24

Frint lzaiah 28:9-18

Tentatwe Dewvotional Songs: #380[; #2571 [,
and #243 []

Hey Verse: "The people draw near me with
their mouth, and with their lips de honour me,
but hawe remeoved their heart far from me, and
their feartaward me s taught by the precept of
men” {Isaiah 22:13).

This lesson explores what God will do when
people imvent falseways of frying to henar Him,

Scripture focuses on worship of the true God
fiam Genesis through Revelation, We cannot
read far in any part of the Bible without seeing
God the kind efworhsip He desepves.

The Bible ako gives examples of persons who
engaged in meaningless worship, They mis-
took the external forms farthe essence of wor
ship. Their sutward observances did notplease
Him becadse therr heark were not attuned,
Izaiah found spirtual impostars whao tried ta
substitute ritual far reality.

The cause of this problem and s s olution
should be =o available so that meaningless
worship gan be avaided, This meaningless

A s o i I |
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Church School Lesson

& |.l'r.'.'.'i"rn'u'_.'r|.l\.'.| g 4 3]

worship is a spirtual problem stemming from
wrang spirtual teachings, athudes, and be-
hawiors.

June 23, 2013

Lesson Title: The Horious New Creation
Lessan Scripture: Isaiah 85:1-25

Print: Baiah §5:17-21, 2325

Tentative Devotional Songs: #4412 ||; 282; and
#2431

Hey “Verses: "Behald, | create new heavens
and a new earth; and the former shall not he
remembered, nor eome inte mind. But be ye

glad. and rejoice forever in that which | cre-
ate” (|lsaiah B5:17- 18},

This: lesson looks at the blessing the Lord will
bring o His people in the creation ef 3 new
heaven and a new earth, Scripture foretells a
tay when God will make all things new and
both hurmans and theirearth will fulfill Hs: pur-
poses for them.

Far the unsaved person, this Iife & as good as
it will ever get; and after this life it will get
much, much worse for himber. For the saved
perien, this life & a5 bad as it will ever get;
and after this # will get far better: The differ-
ence & really whether apne ebeys the Lord
Even on the subject of being saved, scripture
speaks of salation as sheying the Lord. & |ife
of ohedience to the Lord will be rewarded here
and now, and the reward will be much greater
inthe hereafter, The resvard of the Lord follows
the principle of sowing and reaping. B eap what
5o, reap it later, and reap it multiplied.

Itis common to see the ungodly rewarded in
this life while the godly are often put down.
Those who disregard God presper while godhy
people seem slighted and persecuted as they
endure all kinds of struggles. Only Sod can
zee the spirtual truth of what is going on, and
onky He cansartitall out and maie serse of i,

June 30,2013

Lesson Title: Joytul Waorship Restored
Lesson Scripture: Ezra3:1-7

Print: Ezra 3:1-7

Tentative Devotional Songs: &77[; Alleluia;
and #2493 []

Hey Yerses: "They kept also the feast of tab-
emacles, as it & written, and offered the daiky

Overview — June 2013

burmt efferings by number” (Ezra 3:4,

The Hebrews had been exied to Babylon for
their neglect and abuse of worship of the Lord.
Theirternple had been destroyed, Only then did
they treasure the heritage they had despied.
Mew some of them had been permited to e
twrn. A5 this week's lesson shows, they iwasted
no time restoring rue wors hip,

God had moved the heart af Cyrus, king of Per-
sia, to send the Israelite captives hack to Jerw
salem to rebuild the howse of God. Owver Torty-
tue thousand of them walked some nine hure
dred miles, taking with them whatever they
could. They had not been able to worship God
a He had ordained, since they had had no alb
@r ortemple. Once they returned to Jernsalem.
They had te build houses, rase crops, and start
a new [ife irrthe Promised Land,

When it came tirme to rebuild the house of the
Lerd, they gave a freewill offering. God prowvid
ed the leadership and the worlcers to begin their
work, f was also time to resume the sacrifices
and feasts 'God had prescribed for lsrael. The
joyful worship they had miesed for seventy
yvears wa to be restored to-them.

Church Schoal is held each Sunday at 845
am. All arewelcome!

Know Your Church

Churgh School and
Christian Education Comeention

"Knoa Your Church” & the the me for this year's
South Birmingham—Huntsvile—Bessemer Dis-
tricts Church School and Chrietian Educaton
Convention.  The convention will be held in
Scottsbora, Alabama at Greater S5t Paul AME
G hurch

The conference begins on Friday at 7 pmoand
Pastor Clayborn will be the guest preacher fo
the Friday evening worship service. The con
ference will recameene for workshops on Satur-
day morning at® am.

Al are welcome to attend the cormvention, The
Reverend Oliver Allen, Jr. & the Presiding Elder
and Brothe Willie Sandifer is the Dstict Super-
intendent
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S1. John AME Church Mo kgt

229 Church Street LS. Hixtags

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Hurtsville, AL
Fermit Mo, 2<0

{256) 534-6B28 Fax

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Epizcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patick Clayborn, Pastor
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Important Dates to Remember

May 18, 2013 Feeding of the S000*, Daniel Payne College Legacy Yillage,
Birmingham, Alabama

MWay 19, 2013 Pentecost Sunday”, 8 am Worship, 3:45 am Church School,
14;00 a.m. Scatering to Witness
*Wear Sth District: Red Shirt

Jume 7-8,2013 Church School Convention,
Greater 3. Paul AME Church, Scottsbarao

Jume 5-13, 2013 Vacation Bible School
Jesus Family Reunion: The Remix

Jurme 16, 2013 Father's Day

Jume 23 2013 Waorship at Newe Cedar Grove AME Church , Autaugaville, Alabama,
400 pom.

Jume 30, 2013 Women's Day, The Bewerend Raquel St. Clar Lettsome, Ph.O,

Gues=t Preacher

Tha if you corf ess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord " and believe in your heart

INDIGC that Godraised Him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 1005
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Pastor's Message
Blessings Delayed

D aniel 102-14

Praie God St John & =till baking in the glow of Permecost. We arein a time of receiving
God's woard and willfar our lives, St.John i "catéhing the Pentecostvision!”

We are doing that in a number of ‘ways. We celebrated homecoming with Round. Hill AME
Chureh in Lynmwville, TH, with the Reverend Deborah Peppers (June 2™, and we will be cale
bratimg New Cedar Grove's church anniversary in Autaugaville, AL, with the Reverend Ruby
Heard Bustamonte {June 23™). Cur Presiding Elder and his staff put together a wonderful
churchschool eanvention (June 7-8) that included a semice of music and word and workshops
on knowing the church, leadership, healkh, and financial lteracy for all ages. St John follewed
that with an exciting wacation bible school, which included exhilarating classes, food, family
garnes, and loads of fun! We will also celebrate thiee segments of our congregation: Dur gradu-
ates, retirees, and members who are sick ar shut-in. On June 21%, we will have a specialser
wige for graduates and retirees. The Rewverend Ruby Heard-Bustamonte, a former member of
St.dohn, will be the guest preacher. Let us welcome her with open arms. s well, St dahn will
have a church-wide day of visitation with members who are sick or shut-in on June 22™ {(10AM-
1PMY. The Pentecost vision imvolves meeting the needs of all of aur members. Please feslfree
to join us &5 we spread love and joy to members who cannot be presentwith us physically,

Reve E 1d Patrtk O, Chyton

Az we catch the Pentecost vision, we want to welcome some
- '—_"'-—_——1 special guests to St. John. On Fathers Day (June 16"}, the
EATEH N E » Reverend A Nevell Owens, Ph.D., and the Reverend Marcia
f Allen Dwens, Ph.D,, will be our guest preachers, They are
tineramt elders.in the AME Church, and they both serwve a
professors at Florida ASNM University, The Cwers are tre-
mendous preachers who have hearts for justice and educa-
tion. In addition to their presence on Fathers Ray, my ewn
father has become a guestwriter for this month's AMEN . He
offers us 3 reflection an Fathers Day. Be sure to read it as
you perse the entire newsletter. OnJdune 22" and June 307,
vie will hest meestings for the Morthwest Alabama Women's
= s e T Y | Mesionary Society executive board and the Nofhwest Ala
bama Lay Organization, respectively. Ako on June 30", we
will cele brate Women's Day at St. John, Our guest preacher will be Rewv. Raquel St. € lair Lett
some, Phl. She m a New Testamentscholar whe preaches with passion, anointing, and excel
lence, Please join us for amy and all of thes & oecasions & we recepe ol guests with the ex
pectation that God will ke in the midst of our gatherings.

In Draniel 10, Daniel waits three weeks for Godto amswer his prayer. When the angel appears
and explains the delay, he tellk Daniel that 3 demon blocked him. However, the angel infarms
Daniel that God heard himwhen he fist prayed. Though Daniel's blessing was delayed, it was
not denied. This manth we celebrate Juneteenth (June 18"}, On June 19, 1865, the slaves in
Texas were told that President Linceln had freed them...Wwe and a half yvears earlier! A hlessing
delayed & NOT a blessing denied. Many difficulties wee face are the result of delaved blessings.
Clur wwandering if God hears @&, our heartache over urfair cireumstances, and owr frustration
with wanting the best new — all come a a result of blessings delayed. When a hlessing is de

it e ki |
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Diligent Fathers or Father Figures

By John Clashom

Fatherhood & tough and requires a lot ef giving, All fathers do not stay the course of fatherhood.
My Father was not in my Iife after mwy sister was born. Perhaps it was due'to the death of ouwr
Mother at ehildbith. He went no further than across the Mesissippi River to West Memphis, Al
kansas. Caroland | neversaw him again

There were Father figures in our lives. We had a grandfather, the husband of an aunt who later
adopted us, and a brother-in—aw. The men in our lives wolk ed; therefore, we learned about work
ethics. Theysetthe example fai going towak each day It was inexcusahle to be abz ent without
agoodreason,

&5 a child and young adult, | atended Centenary United Methodist Church: The church bhecame
an integral part of my life. Many times | waked there because the church was so important to me
and it offered a place for the young to have social gatherings. Ms. Myrtle Gentry wore out her car,
shutlling s to various Y outh Minktry Fellowes hip (YWY meetings, to keep usfrom waking

These life experiences and F ather figures taught me what it means to be a diligent Father. A dilk
gent Father maies no excuses for not caring for his child or shildren. Saerfices must be made.

God has set the example for us. Hesacrificed Jesus for oursins. Therefore, we follow suit by gie-
ing to aur children their bazsic needs and some reasonable desires of the heart Befare Patrick

wias born, Lois and | belonged to the choruses of the Memphe Opera and Memphis Symphony,
However, after his: bith, we decided to give them up because too much time was being spent
anay fram him, The sacrifice was werth spending ime with ourson. Love was greater than what
wie sacrificed

£z 3 diligert Father | can recall going to track meets when Patrick came in dead last | encour-
aged him by saying, "Vou finEhed the race,” | considerthe meetings at school, making ealls (even
in college}, saying no when unpopular, paying for schaol frips and buying school materials that
zpem too Expensive. Hew many iimes did | stand in line for Star Wars action figures o1 planes
and Transformers™? These are nerve-wracking experiences.

Marmy schook have dress codes. However, mothers and fathers established the dress codes dur
ing the earlier days, casual wear for the school week and suit, shit and tie for Sundays or a nice
dress. Sothe battle was onin our howuse, especially on fist Sundays. As a diligent Father, | won!
Hair combing sometimes caused friction because | was vigorous in my duty. t got done!

A diligent Father | aloang with a great Mather) helps toset the'tone in the howse and inthe lves of
the children, 'When that tane 5 establshed, children cannot pitone parent against the ethear, That
tone blodss amy interdference by them and provides a solid foundation for their growth.

We are here because diligent Fathers and F ather figures laid a foundation of instruction, deck
pline, and love. That foundation offers us wisdom and guidanee, That foundation keeps us fram
falling away from our purpose. Praise @od for diligent Fathers and Father figures!

The King James translation of the Bible states in Proverks <4 1-2, 11-13

"Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and atend t know understanding. For | give you
good doctrine, forsdoe ve not my law.” 0w 1-217 have taughtthee inthe way of wisdom; | have led
thee in right patlhs. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be stratened; and when theu runnest,
thou shalt notstumble. Take fast hold of irstruction; let her not go: for she & thy e (v 11-13)
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Glory Weekend: Pentecost 2013

Glory Weekend was the celebration of Pentecost2013. Both the F eeding of the 5,000 and Pentecost
Spattered were MNinth District sporsored observances of Pentecost.

HUNTYVILLE, ALABAMA i

WL _||l.l|||-'. i|.|-,-_. rg

On a rainy Saturday marming thousands of persons gathered on the grounds of Daniel Fayne C ok
lege in Birmingham, Alabama for The Feeding of the 5,000. People came by motor eoach, church
vars and cars. Eventhough heawy rains the night before and the moming of the event resultted in
muddy and saggy grounds; the spirit of these altending was not dampened. This was & spirtually
enriching experience ofseng, preaching, food and fellows hip.

The devotional period includzd music from the
chois. of the conferences of the Ninth Distriet
Greetings were extended by sewveral public offi
ciak of the city of Birmingham and Jefferson
County, The: preacher for this special semvice
was the Reverend Doctor Jamal Bryamnt, pastor
of Empowerment Temple AKE Chuarch, Balt
mare, Maryland,

The sermeon was ertitled, "l Cant Stay this
Size!" (Numbers 13:30-33). This message was
appropriate for the day and for the YWision Driven
theme at 5t Jehn. The Reverand Bryant spoke
of the need to grow. He used several examples
from hi experience of founding Empowermert
Temple and growing the chdrch fram <42 mere
hers to thousands of members. He urged listen-
ers to believe "This & the smallest my faith,
church, bank account will be.” He ako shared
information from the bible study series he was
teaching an "Jewish Wealth" He stated that

FLTan rad oo pampt o)
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Glory Weekend: Pentecost 2013

AL el e parge )

"Jews practice their faith; AMEs profess their faith.” He
akka shared statistics en tithing and compared the tith-
ing of Jews to Protestants. Jews tithe 20 percent of
N their income while 85 percent of Protestants do not

tith e.

This message was fiting for the wvision the Minth D istrict
has to develop the Danlel Payne College site into Dan-
iel Payne Legacy Village and  Pastor . Clay-
born's. preaching and teaching en vision and steward-
ship at St John,

A dramatic enactment of the scripture on the feeding of
‘the S 000 was presented. The seripture is the passage
from the synaptic gospek where Jesus blessedthe five
| leaves and bwe fish and fed pver 5,000, The dramatiza-
tion, “The Miracle Feeding” was written by A. J. Ed-
wards, directar, and Byron Thomas, musical directar

3 and arranger. The Reverend Doctor Homer McCall
The Reverend Jarmal Bryant delivers the message. played the role of Jesus inthis dramatization.

Following the service, attendees enjoyed hotfried fish, bread and water. Each Presiding Elder's Dis-
frict had a tent =&t up where they fried 500 pieces of fEh 2ach. Comments frarm those attending indi
cated that the food was deliciows and the fellows hip was great.

The Pentecost celebraton econtinued an
Sunday morning. The 5. John Pentecost
worship service began at B am.  hMuic
wias rendersd by the praise team. The
children's message was presented by Dr.
Thalla Love-Bravwn and WMrs. Mary Rarkin
directed the children's chair, Prior to the
serman, the St John Liturgical Dance Min-
Etry ministered in dance to "Bven he”
accompanied by the Prase Team. Pente-
cost was the 13th annwersary of the
Dance Ministry at St John, The: serman
for Pentecost was the last in the series an
growth, "Growth Spurts” Pastor Claybarn
used the text Acts 3:1-13, with focus an
verses 1-4 and 11-13. Throughout the
message he made analogies of the text to
growth spurts in  children and growth
spurk inthe church. He noted thatto han-
dle "spirtual’ growth spurs one has to
identify the growth spurt, comstantly feed
an God and recognize the impact of the
growth spurt Inclosing, he urged St John
Banpee Ministry and Prake Team Mirvister during service. te become more of who God called them
dto be, gdinowledge the growth spur, and
te be a witness by telling somebody that

Jesus gave a growth spurt.

The normal 11 a.m. worship service was suspended and members went out into the community to
share their faith. A group of prayer warriors staged in the sanctuary to-pray for those whe were wit

P el eyl o e 3
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Glory Weekend: Pentecost 2013
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Wle il ai= gafhén ata pan i Edmonten Helgits = they jiepare o witness. .

nessing. Inthesharts pan of four hours, the teams covered much efthe Edmontan Heights sommuw
nity and Lincoln Patk. Four (3 pesors corfessed Christ, five (5) pers ons recommitied their lives ta
Ghrist, prayer was offered for twenty-siz persorsfhomes, and owver eighty hemes were wvisit
ed. District-wide over 700 pesons gave their lived to C hrist Teams returned to the church at3 pm
to share their experiences and a meal. The witnessing was not'only a blessing for those whe were
visited, hutto thosewho witnessed,

Prase God for the moving of the Haoly Spirt an Pentecost 2013, Pray that the visions for Daniel
Fayne Legacy Willage and 3t John, Hurntsville, will be fulfilled according to the will of G od,

“And day by daythe Lowd added fo their num ber those who were befng saved " (Acts 2475

Pastor's Message

A il B oo ) )

layed, we must hang on. We mustkeep believing, kesp working, keep serving, keep humble, kesp
studying, and keep honoring @od. When God deems the timing to be in divine order, God will con-
vert a delayed hlessing inte a received blessing. God knows what we need, and Sodlsnows when
we need it Trust God. God heard us the first time we prayed! Just know that God will e the time
of the delay to strengthen us, to heal us, to educate us, to expand us, and to challenge . When
we are ready, God will bless 5. Thank Godfor Hessings daayed: For God makies sure we are ma
ture eneughto handle blessings received!
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Stock the Clinic!
A 5t John Stewardess Board
Community Project

By Barbara Jahnson,

St John w ardess Boarmd President

Schools in many districs are being challenged
wehen it comes to adequate funding. Addition-
al funds raked by Parent-Teacher Associs
tions are justimsufficient to support all the pro-
jects and all the needs of the schools. Schoal
clinics are the last areas to receive any type of
assistance.

When St. John's adopted school, Davis Hils
Middle, shared the need for elinie supplies
with a stewardess, whowas ako a tutor atthe
school, St John knew they had to help. The
proposal was shared with the Stewardess
Board and a plan of action was initiated. The

St John A& MN.E. Stewardesz Board and the

Wamen's Missionary Society partnered to et
lect approximateby 1,400 tems for the clinic.
Ten huge gift bags of clinic supplies were pre-
semtedto Mrs, Jill Bunwell, the prineip al of Da-
wis Hills Middle School, on April 4, 2013 The
principal, teachers, and students were wery
appreciative of the donation. The Stewardess-
es and the WHIS were even mare pleased that
they were able to meet a need in the commu

nity.
To God be the Glory!

Wamen's Prayer Breakfast
Jdune 28t BID0 am.
Huntswille-tdar ot

Women's Day 2013
Jurve 30kl 10000 a:m

The Reversnd Haguel 5L Olalr Lettsome.
Ph.B.; Gilest Preachsr

Al ladizs are asked te veat whits, with # toueh
mf pur ple '

“The Help”

B Zo then, each of us will give an
account of ouwselves 1o God
Therefare: let us stop passing
=== judgment on one another. In

stead, make up your mind net to
put any stumbling blodk or obstacle in the way
of a brother orsister, —-Romans 194:12-13 (M W)

»

Many have read "The Help” by Kathrgn Stock:
ettarsanthe movie rendition. The bock looked
into the lives of bladk maids in 189680s Mississip-
pi-and the white women wha ermployed therm.
Cne ofthe recurring plotines has to do with the
unceasing effors of doyenne Hilly Holbrook to
set boundaries and estabiish the superiosity of
herself and those who are lke her. She sue-
ceeds handily,

Arert we: glad thatwe are nothing lke Hillv.
But, do we deceive ourseles? In different
ways do we unconsciously do the same thing:
inch away from the homeless person on the
street, judge the ouffits ef people wha ride the
elevator with us, puff upthe impodance af seif-
created boundaries to thoughts that some are
so i ufficient that we car't possibly associate
with them™

It may be human nature to feel as we some
times do. However, there & one person who
never gave inte the temptation to feel this way
JESUS. He i the one who embraced the S&
maritan, the tax collectar, the woman at the
well, and all manner 'of have-nok. Ulkimatehy,
His examiple & all the help we need to erase
the arificial houndaries we have drawn—and
tofocus anthe ones He drem with HE generos-
ity and grace.

As members minsterin the "Soup Kitchen" the

prayer & "Jesus, help us to see people & “ou
da, Amen.”
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Student Recognitions 2013

&licia D. Brovwnlows
¢ & BHonorrell

Emerson Brooks

AHonor Rall

Principals Lt Honor Cerdificate

Belta Sigma Theta Honar Schalar

dack and Jill of America Community Ser

wiee Award

Kappa Alpha Psi High Scholastic Achieyve

rrent &aard

9 KappaAlpha Psi Exemplary Citizenship
Award

O Varsity Foothall Ashievement Sward —War-
sity Letter

¢ Varsity Basketball Achievernent fward —
Warsity Letter

2 Univesity of Alabama Capstane Leader

ship Academy

hu Alpha Theta

MNational Hanor S ociety

ArtHonor Society

e R

<

o n i

BEvan Broolks

A Honor Rall

Perfect Atendance

Principals Lt Hanor Certificate

Jach and Jill of America Oratorical Compe-
tiion Medal

Mumerous Football medalks

o ATk oy T8

L]

WMichasl James Clak

0 Excellence awards in Language Arts,
Reading, and Speling,

& Improvement avard in Arithrmetic

4 Citzenship Award,

0 Superior Excellence Award in Piano

Patriclk Claybarm 1l
AB Honor Ball
Kindergarten Diploma
Good Conduct
Excellence in Reading

L R+ -

Josiagh Gullatte
¢ A-BHonor Rall
¢ Selected for the 2013-2014 Football Team

Marizh Gullatte

&  Amember of 3GA (student Government
Az ociation)

% Recewed 19h Year of D ance Award

¢ Launched new designerlineg -Princess
Closet

Arthony Harkin
&  AHonor Rell

& The Bookworm Award {read the most
books in3rd grade)
@ AHonor Roll for four (4) cons ecutive years

Kennedy Harrs

&  AB Honor Roll

& Member of Dance Team and Chair

& Gl Scout

& Mentor for Alpha Kappa Alpha lnc's
Emerging Young Leaders (EYL)

¢ Selected fo attend AAMU's GETPS Sum-
mer S TEM Acade nmy

Blake Johrson

% A8 Honaor Rall

¢ Kindergaren Diplama

& Cultural Hertage Achisvement Award

Hennedy Rankin- Crutcher
& "A'HaonorRall

% Excellence in Bible Studies
4 Athletic Aweard for Cheerleading

Congratulations!
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PayPal

U Lel Textin %Teen
Ty MNewsl
E )" By Mariah L. Gullatte

School outl! I'm pretty sure every student & |

gladto be out! | pray everyone stays safe from
the sun during this heated summer!

Before schonl was out, the young people be-

~gan their YPD duties. They have helped serve | [je;
at the soup kitchen with cheerul heark! Selk- 5

ing cupcaes for Mother's Day was a wery
iasj;r f|Jr1:|1'a mer! But parking cars, | must say,
is iring. Collecting maney, counting spots, and
running around the parking lot 5 no easy job.
But t's worth it to getto be around racks of

‘barbegue i"t'th! Whistle Stap!

Congratulations to the graduates of 2013! You
have a bright future ahead of you!

Thats all this month's nass!

TTYL({Tak Te You Later)

Online Giving Is Easy

1. Simply go o the 5t John AMEC website
wiwa.sohname-hsw.org then click an Online
Giving. Follow the instructions from there.

2. Use yvour PayPal aceount to send directly to

=18 Jaohn at &-m ail address
stjiohnameh@aol.com, Trarsfer from your
banking account and specify donatefriends
and famibky.

Us= one of these giving options to contrib-
ute, even when on vacation,
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St. Johnto Host
Conference
Lay Meeting

Marthwest Alabama Conference Lay
Cluarterly Meeting

June 30, 2043
4:00 pom.

St.John ANME Church
Huntwville, Alabama

M=z, Cassandra Ingram, Local Lay President

D, Waymon Shivers, Morthwest Conference
Lay President

Mr.J. &. Bonner, Ninth District Lay President

All members are invited to atend!

£ 1 ST

Final Call

Do net mies the epportunity to bhe part of the
riew chureh pictorial directory.

The final dates for the LifeTouch Photo ses-
zions are Jme 25 & Jne Z7. Contact the
church office for an appointment or register
online on e webs ite.

MS Walk 2013
Thank Youl

Cin March Sth and AprilSth,  the 'PJ's Partners’'
Team participated in Muliple Sclersie (MES)
Waks in Dothan and Hunbtwille, respectively,
The Dothan MZ Wak was held at Westyate
Parh and the Huntsville MS Wak was held at
the Botanical Gardens. Thie was the 247 wear
that the team had the opportunity to paricip ate
in this wiorthy MS fundralsing activity,

MEZWaks are held annually all agross the coun
try o help raise funds for research to find a cure
far MS and to provide suppart services o M2
patients, WS i a chronic, often disabling dis-
ease that attacks the cenfral nervous system
(CNE). Symptoms may be mild, such as numb-
ness inthe limbs; or severe, such as paralyses
or loss of vision. The progress, severity, and
specific symptoms of WS are unpredictable and
vary fram one person to ancther. A significant
portion ‘ofthe funds raiged from the ME Wak go
toward the research for new treatments and for
hopefully ore daysoon finding a eure for M5,

The 'PS's Partnes' team would lkke 1o thark all
of you for vour generous contributiors and sup
port of this annual team activity and fundraser.
Tharks to your support the "PJ's Partnes' t2am
will be rarked in the top three teams for the
Dothan M3 Wak and in the top fiteen t®ams for
the Huntsville MS Wak for funds raiked. The
'‘Pd's Partners’ tearn members participating this
wvear were: Ann MeCehry, Rod MeCelvy, Agnes
Gilmoare, Jadde Grier, Boennie Inmon, Lonnie
Trenton, YWelly Grier, Pat Grier, Kenneth Par-
ham, and Phyllis Barrett

St-John's amazing power-packed prase and
waoship event "Friday Mite Live" releases its
summer event dates,

July 1Zh-Tpm

August 16th - Tpm

Seplember &h- Tom

The unigue worzhip e¥perience incorporates all
genres of Chrisgtian musis, dance, and dramain
an effort to minister to youth, young adults and
the young at heart in creative. and innovative
ways, 5o thatthey know God & relevant to-

day. YVeil pawn FMLHsy com for more Infor-
mation.
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Parent Wisdom

By Sister Wansssa Glowr

God's Promise God's Presence
Matthew 15 22-39 NIV

No ane gets through life without starms. We have heard the saying, "fou
are either in a starm, just geting out of 3@ storm or you are about to enter a
storm.” The Good Mews is Our Heavenly F ather gves us His promise; He
will never leave us nor farsake us! (Matthew 28:20; Hebrevs 13:5)

It 5 amazing when wie recognize the Father's Provision during starms . This
5, perhaps the greatest gift because from this awareness, Our Heawvenhy
Father offers a serse of comfort, courage, and confidence, He & in total
contral ef our starms and He will use the starm far Hie will and purpose for
our lives, We may not understand, but we can tust His Waords, "In all things
God works far the good." (Ramars 8:23) Athough stopping the storms may
be ow goal, rememberte be tharkful for Gods hand in our life,

Thetext states, "During the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went outto them, waking on the lalke.
When the disciples san him waking on the |aie, they were terrified, 'Hs a ghost' they said, and
cried outinfear. But Jesus immediately said tothem: 'Take courage! i | . Don'tbe afraid,’ "Lord, if
it's you,' Peter replied, 'tell me to come to you on the water.' ' Come,' He said, Then Peter got down
out of the bhoat, waked an the water and came toward Jesus. Butwhen he saw the wind, he was
afraid and, beginning to zink, cried aut, 'Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesue reached out his hand
and caught him. "You of fittie faith,” he said, 'wiy do you doubf™ And when they climbed inta the
hoat, the wind died down, Then those who were inthe boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are
the Son of God' (Matthew 14:25-33)

Ewven though the disciples had spent much time with Jesus, they did not recognize Him in the storm,
Sometimes we do not recognize God's presence in the midst ef our starms. We beginto focus on
the circumstances of the wind and the waves of life rather than fixing our eves an Jesus. But when
we cry eut todesus, "Lord sayve me!” Immediately, Jesus catches us by the hand and saves us. He
raises us abowve what seems to be impossible. Storms and hardships are exercises of our trustin
God's promie and fath in God's presence. We: may never wale on water, but we will go throaugh
difficult storms—~faith-testing circumstances; nevertheless, "Take courage, do not be afraid” look to
Jesus-and the storme of Iife will be calmed, "God & our refuge and strength an ever-present help in
troukle.” {Psalm 4617

Prayer: Great is the Lord and Greatly to be Praised! We give You Praise for You alone are
Warthy, O Lord, we pray that our eyes are feeed on You, the Creator and Sustainer of [ife. Lord, often
we do not know what the purpose & for enduring storms, but we do knew God is the source of our
strength and His power keeps s from falling. Lord, help us notte lose heart for You have told us
these things, "In this world yvou will have trouble, but be of good cheer, for yeu O Lord have awer-
come the world," {Jahn 1833

Wisdom for Daily Living: So thatwe da not become numb to the joy and awe of children and
famiby, "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering, for He & faithful” (Hebress
10:23) Take offthe shoes of worry and hurry, Seek quiettime and fellowship with God to better love,
understand, and to nurure children even our children’s children, regardiess of the circumstances.
Put en the invitation to relatiors hip and make a difference.

L
By rridny
=
Az a Thoughtful Parert: Itis important to remind our children that God's plan & not limited to
the ups and dowrs of everyday life. In fact, the ups and dowrs are guite aften impossible to under-

stand, yet God's Grace i5 5 ufficient.. Remind them Jeswus Christ offers the Gift of Eternal Life, the rest
B up to them. "&nd this & the testimony: God has given us Eternal Life, and this life & in His

Son"({1Jehn 511
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2013

Thise month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Willie J, Sandifer.

duly T,2093

Lesson Title: The Temple Restored

Lesson Scripture: Ezra 3513

Print: Ezra 3:8-13

Devetional Songs: #221[, #272 ||, and #243 []

Key ‘“erse: "All the people shouted with a
great shout, when they praced the Lord, be-
cause the foundation of the house of the Lord
was laid” (Ezra 3:113,

In this |lesson the people are full of joy because
they honored the Lord by starfing corstruction
of the tample.

The captives had been bads in the Promised
Land for just ower a year. They had experi
egnced the seasors of planting and harvest
They had seen the faithfulness of the Lord in
prowiding far them. Now it was time to begin
the real reasan for their return te the: land: re-
building the temple and 1estaring the worship
of Almighty God, the God of'the Jews. The joy
of the Lord was to be their strength,

There & usually a starting point. Far the Jews
in this lesson, it was necessary to rebuild the
ternple. For a Christian or congregation today,
revival may be necessary to taie one badd to
the cross — back to the basics —to start aver

July 14, 2013

Leszan Title: Celebrating with Jay

Lesson Seripture; Ezra 6;13-22

Print: Ezra G:1-22

Devotional Songs; #77 [ #258[; and #243[]
Hey “erse: “The children of Erael the priests,
and the Levites, andthe rest of the children of
the captivity, k ept the dedication of this house
ef God with joy" (Ezra 6:168).

In this lesson the temple was completed and
there was joyous celebration that honored the
Lord for what He had done forthe Eragites.

God had nowe maoved the heats of secular ruk
ers and of His owwn peopleto get them back ta
the Promized Land and out of captivity, They
were to reestablish the temple and the pre-
sifibed warship atJerusalam.

The exiles who returned to Judah had to learn

the importanese of a second try, The ariginal
group who came  back under Zerubhabel's
leadership had much reason fora positve out
look. They had guickly rebuilttheir attar of s ac-
rifice and laid the foundation of the temple.
Their progress, however, ended suddenbhy
when local adversaries, having been exclude:l
from the project, began to oppose them. Core
struction stopped for at least sidteen years. But
this lesson shows how, when given a second
“try," the Jews succeeded in theirtask .

July 21,2013

Lesson Title: Fasting and Praying

Lessan Seripture: Exzrg 8:21-23, 31-32

Frint Ezra 8:21-23, 31-32

Tentative Deveotional Songs: &488[; #2511 [I,
and #2243 ]

Hey “ersa: "So we fasted and besought our
zod for this: and he wass enfreated of 8" (E=ra
223

This lesson concerns an incident that worked
out wiell. It & the account of Ezra calling Istael
to fast and seek the Lerd for His guidance and
protection. 1t was a call to get serous about
obeying Gods cammand, which, in this: case,
meant making the long and hazardous Tip on
foot from Pesia o Jerusalem. 1 was ashout
putting faith into action, too, a8 a demonstration
of God's power,

Ezra was conscious that God was the unseen
force in all that happened. Ezra saw God's
presence and contralin the great adventure he
underteoh to lead & large party of people and
possessions from their old homes in Babylon
back to their ancestral home in Jerusalem.

duly 28,2013

Lessaon Title: Gifts for the Temple

Lessan Scripture: Ezra 8:2430

Print Ezra 8:24-30

Tentative Devotional Songs: #H2 [ 22 and
#2243 ]

Key Merses: "Ye are holy unto the Lord; the
vesselk are holy ake; and the siker and the
gold are afree will offering unto-the Lord &od
of your fathers" (Ezra 5:28).

This lessan lodis atthe gifes given to the Laord

God had prepared the temple, which had heen

A T O T
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Church School Lesson

A i e g 41
rebuilt earlier. Now He was sending a portion
af His people whe were still'in captivity in Per-
sia badi to the land, They were to carmry the
heawy and very costly precious metal temple
'{';15?,.' equipmert back with them so that weorship
E_:{" Qg. could againgo forth. The sacrifices and feasts
He had prescribed would be jeestablished,
R The lesson ends with & state ment that the mi-
sion asigned was eventially fulfilled. The
twentyfour assstants Ezra had chosen ac
i cepted and fuffilled their responsibiliies. They
e u{:“ took “the Irlmght of the siver, aned the geld, and
{.I'.Cf_ﬁ the vessels" This means that they accepted
the three kinds of terms whese walues had
been determined by weight. How they planned
to protect them 5 not stated. They, howewver,
willingly submitted to Ezra's charge,

Church School
Book Club

ne 2013
S=130 AM.
A ﬁwgﬂﬂﬁ%b.j;iﬂifﬂﬂrnh'ﬁnm. 1882
Aily 2013
Dicussion Date; 27 July 2013
AD:00 A M. —11:30 AM.
w;mdﬁmy \anesss Bﬁﬂ-ﬂrﬁg;.
Gabrielle Mercedes has dreamed of being a

‘daneer !mnﬁm wias alittle. ﬁ% . But nhnh'htr
ife takes & very diffarent

ﬂkﬂﬂhnﬂ ‘H.erﬂ 13

Find Summer Fun
in the Park

Are vou |looking for ways to stay fit this summer
and far a little = omething to de on Saturday="?

The place to be & Big Spring Pak, each Satur-
dayfrom 2 am-te 1 p.m.

There i a mend of FREE plysical activiies for
the entire family including Zumba, yoga, boot
camp, tai chi, pilexing, hula hooping, runner's
yoga, pilates, bhallloom dance and TRA Deep
Roots of Alabama is also nﬂerlng a Sk wakfrun
at 10 am. The Saturdays in the Pak kickoff
alsa includes a farmers markel, cooking and
gardening demanstratiors, and healthy vendor
booths. Children's activities feature kidfriendly
fitness, a moon bounce, face painting and mag
icl Come dressed to paricipate! Als o chech out
all the healthy vendors and giveaways and ern
joy @ day of healthy food, fun, and fitness inthe
park,

Far more Healthy Huntsville -ewvents, wisit
vahsa ourvallevevents camfheathy- hunkville.

Electronic AMEN

The ANMENewsletter 5 available in elechonic
form. Receive the AMEN in this form sa that
is readily available from your laptop, tablet or
smart phone.  You may ako easzily share the
electonic copy with friends and family,

It wou preferto receive an electronic copy of the
newvsletter, please notify the church &t
stjiohnameh{@aol. com.

nat the toture. |[[EE14

she'd envisianed fof herselt Feeling a yoidshe |||

ean't fill, she finds - 15& si‘lf! been
“seeking TT! g‘l;'ruril:l and decides - #.'H!!N
Leatning that het chureh has a ﬂau-ln ministry,

she's thiilled to have her first lave badk in her || =0 |

Iife. Then'she meets. -H-,m ﬁ;nﬂ:’qn‘m and pro-
fessionally ammﬁhﬂ Zachary Wayne M-

gan, an#miﬂ‘rr everything: utrr:s’t be falling ||

it place--until 2 pufnmﬁrﬁ&ns totear | [l

ultim ate

ﬁ-!ﬂ“’“lﬂ;ﬁhﬂ her newfound fatth is putto the 44
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(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
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Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com
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The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Epizcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patick Clayborn, Pastor
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Important Dates to Remember

Jurme 16, 2013 Father's Day, The Reverends A, Mevell and Marcia Owens,
Zuest Preachers

Jume 24, 2013 Gradua efRetires Service, The Reverend Ruby Heard Bustamonte,
preacher, :30 p.m

June 22, 2013 Church-wide Msitaion Day, 2:30a. m.
Morthwest Alahama WMS Executive Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m.

Jume 23, 2013 Worship at New Cedar Growe AME Church, Autaugaville, Alabama,
400 p.m,

June 28, 2013 Women's Frayer Brealtast, 8:.00 a.m., Marrictt Hotel

Jume 20,2013 Wamen's Day, The Reverend Raguel 5t Clair Lettsame, Ph.D

‘Guest Preacher, 10:00 a.m.

Mot hwest Alabama Conference Lay Organization Meging, 00 p.m.,
5t John, Humtsville

July 12,2013 Friday Mite Liwe, 7:00p.m.

duly 14, 2013 Worship at Nichols Chape AMEC, Flarence, Alabama, 3 p.m.
July 1329, 2013 Sons of Allen Retreat

July 22-25, 2013 Minth Digtrict 2013 Summer Megting, Tray University
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Pastor's Message

The Master Plan

Spts 922-25

On duly 13, 2013, at 10PM — George Zimmerman was found not guitty of 2™ degree murder o
manslaughter in the death of Trayvon Martin. Many people were hurt by this verdict Many oth-
e were pleased. Same feel that the prosecutors fumbled the case. Others say that 3 mostly
white jury was biased — or culturally uninformed. Ztill, others suggest that ths case wa not
abouwt race, but selfdefense. There are some who think this & just some randam case — that
this = unusual. They say that &frican American children are more lkely to be killed by African
Americans than by one who has the ethnicity of George Zimmerman,

Well | bhelieve that this & not random. Seeing a thieat in an African Amerigan -child waking
through a neighborhood —who is minding his own business and not doing anything illegal —is
not random. Following that same child afterthe 8171 operator gives the order for standing d swn
& not random. Killing that same child i NOT random.

Rewe B 1dl Fatrick O.C @yan

Itis not random because there aretoo many ether stories just ke Traywon Martin: Last Nawvem-
ber, Jordan Davie —17 vear old Black boy —was inthe badi of a truck at a gas station. Michael
Dunn — a 45 year okl white man — told Davis and hs friends to lower their music. When they
refused, he shet and killed Davis--—-believing that his life was threatened. That trial s coming
WETY SOEn.

Again, there are too many other stones jist ke Trayvon Marin and Jardan 0 avie. Last year,
Mariss a Alexander was given a 20 vear prison sentence. She fired her gun at a walltoseare off
her abusive ex-husband. She did not kill or hurt him, She believed she was standing her ground
in Flarida. This man had punched and choked herwhile they were mamied. She had every e s
son o believe that he would de'it again. He admits that he was going to: lay hands on her, and
thatshe shot at him to scare him. Yet, she was convicted of aggravated assault with 3 deadly
weapon!

If wou are still not carvineed that this 5 a pattern within our justice system, then read Michelle
Alexanders The Mew Jim Crow. You will find that minerities (parficularly 2&frican Americans),
women, children, and the poor are regularky given unfair treatment. Just'ge badk into African
American history, and you will find that there & a track record of unfair practices by offiviak of
justice toward Blach peoplel

Therefore, it 5 not a coincidence that congress does everything it can tostop President ODbama,
Itis not happenstance that congress seeks to take anay reproductive rights from women. t &
not an aceident that congress is pushing hard to redsfining rape so women have less voice.

The Woting Rights At (WEA) being severely limited s a part of this pattern, The Supreme Court
took section b of part 4 of WRA, and ruled that it is unconstitutional, Thus, states and counties
held by the formula in that section no longer have to get pre-clearance to change their voting
procedures. C hief Justice Robents said that the 40 yvear old formula was sutdated. He insisted
that gur country does not have any real race problems atthe pelks; so congress needs to get a

A ek sy o )
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Pastor's Message
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riey formula. Justice Ginsburg provided some clarity in her desenting opinion. She said that Rob
erts and the four judges who agreed failed to see that over 700 cases of racial diserimvination in
voting came: befare the Depatment of Justice: between 1982 and 2003 These ssues came to
light using that 40 year old formula! Songress did an irvestigation and found that the formula wes
still woking. The FBl wert undercover in the &labama state senate and found many senators
uzed racist language & they discussed manipulating an election to exclude Afican Americans ..
in 2010

| am canvinced that this & not @ coingidence. New, in arder to prove racial decrimination at the
palls - & long as there are no poll taxes, |iteracy tesk, or signs that say a person cannot wvote
because of hisfher race — one has to wait after the election (or=zeveral eyeles of elections) to col
lect ewidence, By the time ope can preve it - if ane has enough money and time o stay in court-
the damage will already be dene! Bven if one says that allthese things are by the books and the
"law" & being followed, | cannot help but feel ke the lan s bending to one side — the side deveid
of African Americans!

Ferhaps, thie & what Saul faced in Acts 823, The Jewes plotted to kill kim, There was a master
plan being formed to tase Wim out. Saul was targeted beecause he was deemed a threat. Werse
22 says Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews. Hence, they ploted
to kill hirn because he was becoming oo powerful and too intellige nt.

The protest that are brediing out across the country in responze o the Zimmerman verdict are
hased in part an a feeling thatthe oucome of the case signifies the existence of an unwiritten
master plamtargeted atlkeeping African Americans in asubservient position. Protests arespring
ing up because many feelthe result of this case & a miEcarriage of justice. Marches are being
organized now because so many peaple are tired of being stepped on and thrown to the side
poltically, econamically, and socially.

Yes, these of us whe are disappointed with the verdict should express ourseles. We should
speak truth o power. We should held the perfarmance of the prosecution accountakle, We
should push congress to get a new formula for the VEA;, We should push for more responsikle
and safer gun laws. Weshould demand changes to the stand your ground legilation.  Let us dao
thie and maore with fieree pasion, bold determination, vision, @ heart for serving these in need,
God as our focus, and lowe as our guide. Let us not succurmb to violence and rioting that will
bring no positive gain. As we protest, let us speak with dignity and loyve. As we march, let us da
so with peace. A= we rally, et us gather with a focus on oreating healthy solutions

Thes & days are highly charged with emotion around diferences in race, ethnicity, gender, and
class. K i possible to find ours elves just as Saul did —the target of @ master plan. We do not
need to worrg, Just as. God blessed Saul, God will bless us. Saul —though a target of a plot —
was doing God's will. A5 a result, God made away of escape for him. The enemies’ plot became
known to Saul, and Saul's disciples helped him escape through a hole in the wall. fwe keep
ourselves in God's will, God will send = people for support. God will show us paths to tae.
God will direct us to supplies that will aid us. God & able to cancel out murderaus master plars
with His Divine Plan! The plans of racem, clasism, and sexem will be cangelled by God's plan
for justice, deliverance, healing, and empowerment: God's plan will lead us through the hurs of

the unjustjustice systerms and unequal treatment in society. God's plan will irspire us towalk for
peace and righteousness. God's plan will give s a hope on which to focus.

“For surely [ know the plans | have far you, says the Lorp, plans for your welfare
and not far harm, to gkve you a future with hope® (Jeremiah 28.11).
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Pre-Women's Day Breakfast Features

Information and Inspiration

By Bridget J. Floyd
The Women of 5t.John came together on Saturday, June 28" at 8 a.m. at the Marriott Space and
Rocket Center for a delicious buffet breakfast, fellowship and presentations. The theme was
"Christian Women Passionately Sering God” (Joshua 24 15). The coordinators of the program
were Mrs. Lauretta Teague and s, Barbara Johrson,  Program paricipants included Sister
Vanessa Glover, apening prayer and Mrs. Janice Herefard, seripture (1 Thessalonians S: 17 -25),
Presentations were made by Ms, Lauren Teapgue (Creating an Excellent \Wisien for Health) and
Me. Jean Owers (Renewing Your Spirt, Finding Balance in the Midst of Lfe-Colossiars 1:2-11),
Wrs. Lauretta Teague introduced the program participants and Reverend Sheri G layborn gave
closing remarks,

After the prayer and scripture, breakfast was served. Then Ms. Teague shared information facile
tating an excellent vision for heatth with biblical texs undergirding the heatth and nutrition infor-
mation. Ms. Teagueindicated that @od has a vision for each person and encouraged that p artick
pants renew their minds and come inte alignrment with God's vision which will result in wellness in
body as well as soul. She urged participant to "stay in prayer, maintain an atttude of praise and
worship”. She highlighted the difference between a stewardship and swnership mentalty. The
former involves realization that one's body & not her own and that she has been "bought with a
price”, while the latter invelves the views that one "owns” her body and she can "do what | want”,
and the lack of openness to God's direction. Additionally she gave the building blocks to physieal,
memntal and emotional wellbeing: Word of God; Digt'Mutrition; Adeguate Rest; Physical Exercise.

There was a fifteen miinute bread and the group recon
vened to focus en achieving balance and renewing
ane's spirt in the midst of a busy life. Nrs. Cwens
used humor to cite examples and maie recommenda-
tiors such as: Realze that one cannot be "everything
far everybody”; Serve God rather than each other;
Avoid guilt for not deing something for someone whe
can help themselves; and always consult God regard-
J ing what He would want one to do. Additionally she
encouraged helping others without taking ar seeking
- ( : ' credit, realzing that God has control, and learming how
1 o . O to lke oneself. She notedthatwemen need to reserve
. share information dating the time alone in order to enjoy her paricular interests
e (e.g, hookstore, shopping, a cup of tea). It s ek to
make oneself happy and to have fiiendships that are
mutually satkfying. She encouraged using technology to give respite — e.g. turn off the cell
phone, allow voice mail to take the callk. Itk important te aceept help when # & needed —"youre
notsupposed te do everything'. She ended by noting it & impertantte “Trust God in all things, He
5 able take care of you'".

LY

Both ladies shared handouts and enjoyed "audience paricipation”. The room was filled with
laughter and smiling faces as the presentatiors and fellowship lifted spirts. Reverend Sheri noted
and the atterndees enthusiastically expressed appreciation for the wondedul presentations and the
breakfast in its entirety and tothe coordinators.
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Women's Day Worship Service Highlights Theme:
Christian Women Passionately Serving God

By Eridget J, Flasd
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on June 30" St John celebrated Women's Day with 3 10 a.m. combined woms hip service. Rever
end [Br. Ragquel A. 5t Clair Letsame of New York, New Yok was the preacher for the maming.
Dr. Lettsorme, the first African American to gam a Ph.D.in New Testament Studies at Princetan
Theological Seminary, 5 a minister, author and lecturer with ministerial and academic appaint
ments ta her credit. In his enthusiastic introduction, -Pastor Claybom highlighted her preaching,
praying and scholarship.

D Jennifer
Pattersan
minEtas in
danee during
the worship
SEIVICE.

Or. Jeanette Jones rmakes special presentationto Judge Shermad.
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Women's Day Worship Service Highlights Theme:

Christian Women Passionately Serving God
By Bridget J, Floyd

A raierenerd frov g £

Inspirational music was provided by the Women's Choir and a Liturgical D ance by D, Jennifer
FPatterson. Mrs. Resa Waker led the congregation in the reading of the Liany which she com
ﬁﬂi!lﬂ. Acspecial presentation was made to St John member, Judge Martha Lynn Sherrad, for

er distinguished legal eareerand historic "firsts” in Madisan County/North Alabama as an African
American Assitant District Aforney, Municipal Judge and winner of an at-large election. Rewer-
end heriam Garrett was the worship leader and several women of St John paricipated in the
AME order of worsHip.

10r. Letkome spoie an the topic,
1"Be Yourself' fram | Eamuel 17
12840, The text describes the
| process by which Bavid, a youth
Jwhp served as a shepherd, was
preparing to ga into battle with
Galiath. She urged the congrega-
tlon to grasp the courage to see
and accept whe they are, 1o "take
what you've got 10 do what you
are called to do, with the courage
of O @vid." She indicated that eve-
ryaone & called by God and that
while-a person may feel they de
not hawe the "giant’ weapons,
experience, education to accom-
plish a task, the "percened lack
keeps uz down”. She empha-
sized the impotance of using
"wshat you have even if it doesn't
1 <eem like enough”, being the best
Jthat one can be.

Dr. Lettsame delivers the Women's Day message. In-the text, David had to be him-
zelf in terms of fighting the hattle
in the manner that suited him so that he might- achieve the wictory., Thatk, the armor and wea-
ponry that had served Saul an the batiefield, would not help David, in fact it would hamper his
efforts in confronting Goliath. Howewer, when David used his sling shotand a few small pebbles
& hestepped into battle, he was uniquely suted 55 a shepherd boy, to use these took / weapons
to gonguer what was viewed as a formidable foe. Dr. Lettsome noted that Jesws did not look lke,
or function as the warld expected; that is, he healed and did not “stay dead’, This- eloguent and
irspired preacher prompted, "It is time to be who God called us to be.. the real us...a new crea-
tion...redeemed and not rejected”, She differentiated bebaeen the vernacular and the godly ter-
rminology that more accurately reflacts wha God B calling Hie followers to be: She concluded in
the encouragement to "Put an your gespelshoes, wak your gospelwak with Jesus. Be yourself,
the only one God wants youto be'

Do, Lettsome provided an osutstanding message and the bass and inspiration for the Chiistian
Wemenof S5t John {and allwithin the sound of her voice) o passionately serve God intheir own
LT LiE W S

BEYOURSELF!
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Graduates and Retirees Honored in Special Service

"Prepared far & Mew Beginning” was the theme for a special worship =ervice that was held on Fri
day evening, June 21, at S5t. John. This service honored graduates, retirees, and youth who re
cerved honars during the school year, [twas a celebration of a new beginning in their lves and a
newe beginning for 5t. John becawse this was differentthan the way recognittons were made inthe
past.

The arder of warship included song, prayer, scripture, liturgical dance, the preached word and
recagnition af hanorees. Folleaing the Callta Waorship by the Reverend Sheri Smith Glaybarn, the
opening hymn, "Great & Thy Fathfulness." was led by Pastor Clayvborn, Prayver was offered by
Sister Agnes Gilmore and seripture was read from |5 aiah 43:18-18 by the Reverend Meriam G ar-
ret. Special musical selections were solos by Brother Clifton Pearson, "l Believe!' and Siter
Mary Rarkin, "My Tribute." The lturgical dance was effered by Mariah Gullatte to the music of
"Waobady But Jesus." Priar tothe introduction af the preacher, Pre-K through 12 students were
recagnized for their honors (these persors were listed inlast month's AMEN].

Pastor Clayborn introduced the preacher, the Fewverend Ruby Heard-Bustamonte. She & no
shangerta 5t. John because she was a member when she lived in Huntville inthe late 90=. Cur
rertly she serves & pastor of Mew Cedar Grove AME Chureh in Autaugaville, Alabama. In his
intreduction af the preacher, Pastor C laybern neted that the Reverend Bustamonte could relate to
hoth groups who were being honored because she graduated from Beeson Divinity School of
Sarmford University in May 2012 with a Master of Divinity degree and she retired, after many
vears of service with the F ederal Bureau of Investigation, in 2006,

r The message was entitled "Prepared for New Begir

nings, But It Is a New Day The text was the same as
the theme's text. After explaining the badiground for the
text, the Reverend Heard-Bustamante told the honorees
and attendees how God was preparing the Israelites for
awonderful restoration and how He told them ta prepare.
She related these points to the lives of the hanorees,
First, the Israelites were to not look bacdk. This meant
that they should not be so burdened down with the past
that they cannot see the "new thing" in the future. Hone
orees were told to “live by using the references of the
pastto aid your journey in the future” Second, look &t
the present situation (v 158ak. There is nothing ke experk
ences that prepare us for what & ahead. Athough one
may not see Gods hand inthe current stuation, He &
wiorking behind the scene. God has redeemed believers
with the blooad of Jesus. Third, ook tothe future. God tald
l the Israglites "l will make a way in the wilderness and
mae straight in the desert” God custorn made them to
give Him prace. The same applies to believers today
and God holds the future; therefore, honorees were told to wak by faith. The Reverend Busta
mante concluded the messages with encodragement ta "wak and live in Christ day by day”, "da
not let'the opportunities of today pass you by i
brought you te this point and will not leave you." The final challenge was to receive the life stary
that is beingwritten inthis season,

The Reverend Ruby Heard-Bustamonte deliwvers the message.

Follewing the spirftually enriching message, graduates and refirees were recognzed, presented
gifts from the church, and prayer was offered by Pastor Clayborn. The Benediction was given by
the Reverend Bustamante.

Areceptionwas held inthe 5.5 Hereford Fellowship Hall. Decorations were beautiful and de pict-
ed the oecamion. The Kitchen Ministry prepared and served refreshments that ineluded chicken
zalad, fresh fruit, nuts; cdie and punch.

CLRE T e |
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Graduates and Retirees Honored in Special Service
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Graduate and Ketiree Honorees

High School Graduae:

Daishy Dupri earned an Advanced Diplomafrom James Clemens High School. She is current-
ly attending Calhoun Community Callege and has joined the United States Navy, Dashy's family
members at St Jdohn are Lula Roehelle, J eff & Lille Rivers, Kitina West, Lenita R ochelle and Sap
phire R ochelle.

College Graduda es;

M. Geoffrey Morgan Browan earned the Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Enginesring
from the University of Alabama Huntsville. He plars to pursue a master's degree in Chemical Engk
neering. Geoffrey is the son of Mr.o Jason Brown and Dr. Thalia Love-Brown and the brother of
fdichaela Brewn.

Wr. Dennis Deloach earned the Bachelor of Science degreein the area of Early Childheood
Education from Alabama A%M University, He will be teaching in the Hurtsville Public School System
heginning in the fall of 2013 and ako plans to attend seminary to earn the Master of Divinity and the
laster of Administration degrees. Dennis is a native of Birmingham, Alabama and his family are
members of Grant Chapel AME Church in Birmingham.

A b el o paper )
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Graduates and Retirees Honored in Special Service

L ewmlense Veaml faRie 7]

Ms=. Kiara Ford earned the Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Alabhama Agricultural

and Mechanical University, She plans to attend Dental School. Kiara was an affiliated member of 5t
( dehn and she and her family are members of 5t Andres AME Church in Memphis, Tennessee.

Ms. Tamela Elizabeth MoGraw earned the Bachelor of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences
fiom Auburn University, Subum, Alabama, She i attending the University of Adcansas for Medical
Seiences where she will earn the Doctor of Pharmacy degree and become a nuclear pharmacit,
Tamela is the daughter of Rickey MceGraw, Sarah MeGraw and the sister of Phillip MeGrawm,

Ms. Chrigina Sanders earned the Bachelor of Science degree in Business Mark eting fram the
University of Alabama Hunisville, She plars to attend graduate scheol ta =arn the Master Degree:
Christings  family members wha are familiar to St Jehn are Herman and KMargaret Ballard
fgrandparents), the Reverend icki Mayberry (mother), the Reverend Debra Ballard, Janelle Woods
and Bob by R ice,

Graduate School Graduae;

Ms. Shannon R. Lot earned a Master of Business Administration degree from Alabama Al
University. She is employed at the US Army Garrison Redstone &rzenal &labama, as a Management
and Program Analyst. She is ako establishing her own business in Make-Up Atistry. Shannon is the
daughter of Jahnny and Brenda Lott, the mother of Beryn Goode, and the sister of Erin Lott:

Retirees:

fr. Carol Cooper retired from the US Army Contracting Command, and PEQ Missiles and
Space Command service at R edstane Arsenal, after providing significantsemwvice a Directar,

Mrs. Zelda Goggans retired from The US Army AMECCOM, Redstone Ars enal.

Mrs. Regina Pippen retired fram the US Army — Civilian after thirty vears of service.

Wrs. Mare Sanchez retired from the Huntswville City School System after 37 dedicated yvears of
EEMVICE.

Jidge Matha Lynn Sherrod retired frem the position of Ristrict Court Judge of the 23rd Judi-
cial Cirguit after a legal career thatspanned 30 years
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VBS Celebrated with a "Jesus Family Reunion”™ Theme

“Jesus’ Family R eunion” was the theme for this year's Wacation Bible School, held Sunday, June 8,
through Thursday, June13. All of the compoenent of a family reunion were included. The stage was
set by the elaborate "family reunion” decorations through the church. The focus was on the two
“trees” that were designed and displayed by Dr, Clifton Pearson. The decoratiors committes added

pictures provided of members’ family redniors and ako dieplayed tshirts from member family reun-
ions throughout the halkays.

Everyone came home, to Big Daddy's (God's) House, far the reunion. There was food, fellows hip,
games, learning, and the opporunity to share thoughts and experiences with old and new famiky

. members (brethers and sisters in Christl, Nightly attendance ranged from 110 18 mare than 130. &t
tendee ages ranged from infant to 20 plus,

Members enjoy " pot-luck” Dinner on Sunday,

VBS began an Sunday afternoon with a celebration of Jesus' word and a potluck dinner at "Big Dad
dv's Howse'. Members shared in food and fellows hip around the greers, beans, macaroni and
cheese, corn bread, chidien, ham, a plethora of dess erts and much more. Ned, attendess were in
spired to get ready for a week of learning how to love, believe, pray, grow and encourage with a sk it

by Timimy, Tonya, M. Brown and, of course, Mama B. They eveninvited the "Sanitatiors" ta help get
EVEIYBNE excited,

"Roval' classes were available for all ages. The youth ako participated in famity crafts in the fellowe-
ship hall and fun games inthe paking lot. Each night the reunion included healthy family competition

= classes played a game of Family Jeopardy and Family Feud, Each class competed to. see who
knew God's word best.

Each night led to more exciting activities. Each evening session began with a light family dinner and
fellowes hip. Meals included spanheﬁi. piz=a, Subway® sandwiches, and, on the final night, grilled hot
dags and hamburgers. In the opening sessions, attendees were minstered to by the 5t John Dance

Min&try on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights ‘and became physical with some stretoching exer-
cEes on Wednesday night, led by hirs, Claire Philadelphia.

el oay Lo )
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VBS Celebrated with a "Jesus Family Reunion”™ Theme
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Timmy, Tamya, hir. Breswn and
Mama D, closed out Wacation
Bible School on Thursday as
f they summarzed the family
i week. Awards and prizes were
Wl | presented to persons who trav-

4 Eled the farthest and ta those
Ml members who breught the most
| guests. Special thanks cetife
cates were given to all who
& helped make this years Jesus'
Famiby Reunian a Sk
M cess.  The excitement was so
great that the lessoms not cow-
ered during the Yacation Bible
| School were taught during the
L Bible Study hour (classes for all
ages) this summer. VBES at-
tendees rejoiced on the lastnight as one of the teens gave her life to Christ.

el oay g )
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VBS Celebrated with a "Jesus Family Reunion”™ Theme

P it ool dream e NI
Summary reports are printed below for
some of the classes to share their les-
sorsféxperiences during the week,

oister  Like fivers, Hngs  and
& T

The Gift of Lowve
Ruth 1:8-8, 18 18: 4 1317

The

point
lowve

thoug

her en. Ruth's lowve for her motherin-law was sincere, even to the

ships,
matriarch's faith in God was the spiritu-
allink to her Moabite daughter-in-law's
comeersion to the God of the Hebrews.
Az the class defined the word love,
they found that although love & usually

first lesson for ths class ex

plored "The Gift of Love" The main

was to show! the imporance of
and kindriess in farily relation-
In the lesson scripture, & J ewis b

bt of as a feeling, in reality, love

i a"choice and an action” Jeésus putthat leve in actionwhen He died on the cross for all of humare
kind, In Corinthians 12, Paul zaid that love i the greatest of all the spirtual gifts believers
have. Wy |t & because people have different gifts, butlave is available to everyone, Love akao aids
in using all of the ather gifs more effectively. In this lessan of Ruth and N aormi, even in her des perate
siuation, Maomi deplayed a seffless love, She corsidered the needs of her daughters-in law, not just

point that she would leave every

thing fariliar to her and rsk a future of ‘uneertainty. Because of Ruth's |oving kindness and bravery
Boar became Maomis kirsman redeermer. Ruth became a great-grandmaother of King Dawvid and a
direct-ancestor of Jesus. The story of Ruth- & a beautiful picture
showing lewing kindness ta all family memhbers, Just a Naomis

of family unity. Let us zommit to
faith had a posiwe influence on
Ruth's decision to accept Ma-
amis God, we ean ako lead

members of our families to our
God,

Sigler Pamela Whitekead, "The
Svnar Sorouds ! class.
Wow..what a family reun-
fon!: You know there & absolute-
by nothing better than going io
Big Daddy's House. There &
akvays plenty of famibty, food, fet
lowyship, and of course the one
and only Big Daddy Himself..
Gad,

The Super Sprouts, youth ags 7
thru 2, heamed with excitement
each day of WYacation Bible
Scheol — Jesus' Family Reur
ion. The energy bocosting meaks
fueled their enthusiaz=m as was
evident during the opening ses-

Wl ooy Do L2
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VBS Celebrated with a "Jesus Family Reunion”™ Theme
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sions where they prayved, sang, and moved with synehronzed rhythm to the up-tempe "WBE
Slide", Like a bee buzzing in a flower garden, the reunion experience fluttered s way into the class-
roam, In the spirt of family, participarts took the timeto get to know each other. The Sprouks were
excited to fellows hip with existing fiends and make new ones, They glggled and wiggled with yvouth-
ful exuberance, but mare than anything theywere eagerto learn more about © hrist

They began the week by exploring the lesson, "We Love”, for love is the foundation of a8 Godly rela-
tiorship. The discussion focused anthe family love demonstrated by Ruth & Naomi. Both were wid
oas and Futh had heen given the option ta return to her family, However, she chose to.remainwith
her motherire law, Naomi, in spite of the bleak prospect of finding a hushand.  Additionally, both
acknowiledged that Iife would be incredibly difficult without the support of @ husband., Howewver, be-
cause of Ruth's love for her mother in-law, she choseto remain. As evident in the Bible story, love i
an action word that regquires commitment, s acrifice, and eften difficult choices. Love & essential to
establishing & eloser relationship with Christ and building strong relations hips with fellow C hristians.

They continued to bond as a family as they focused on the lesson, "We Believe”, They comversed
aboutthe impedance of sharing their belief in God. The Bible lesson highlighted Paul's letter ta Tir
othy and how Paul encouraged Timothy to be kold in his faih. The Super Sprowvts weere reminded of
their spiritual hertage a believers in God and the impotance ef sharing their faith. The deckion to
followw Chrisl means that one should not anly encourage others, but as individuals, must break
thraugh the strongholds of fear and the personal inhibitiors that limit worship and restrict the expres-
sion of prase. Christiars should be couragesis in living for Christ and often times that mears mow
ing beyond the cormfort zone of blending into the crowe, 2= reminders, the chilkdren made bracelets
to remined thermsehres 1o be brave intheir faith.

Continding the reunion, the next lesson the Sprouts examined was "We Pray”, Inthe lessan, Hannah
earestly and ferventhy pettioned God to kless her with a san.  Rather than responding to life with
hitter ness and umyielding rezentment for her deficient predicament, she took her request to God, Her
unusually earnest appeal was noticed by the priest Eli, who reassured Hannah that God heard her
prayer. Bottom line, God hears prayers. The Sprouts learned the five finger praver method and each
child volunteered to make individual appeals to God. What a poignant mement! The presence of
Godwas felt as each child prayed,

On the fourth day of WVBE, the class &xplored "We Grow" by focusing on the importance of increasing
the family of helievers. They discussedthe D ay of Pentecost, Peter's serman, and the factthat mamy
people were filled with the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost with more than 3,000 being bap
tized, The diEcussidn focused both an the imperance of individual spiritual gresth and insreasing
the hedy of believers. |t E impertant o witness to others so that they too may be saved. The chik
dren were challenged to thirk beyond the limie of what they see and ponder "what ' scenark
o, WWhat if every Super Sprout brought a friend who decided to give their [ife to Christ? What f ne:t
firme, the friend Brought a friend amd sa forth? K only each one would commit ta reach
ane, expenential growth would be experienced in record ime. When persors choose 10 share their
faith, it & possible to turmn hypothetical preponderance into reality, As Christians, it & important to
continue to reach outto lestsouk sothat Jesus' family continues to grow.

The final lesson examingd the topiz, "We Encourage”. There was avid dialogue gearsd towards hiow
family members encourage each ather. The Biklical lessan explained how hMoses' father-in las,
Jethro observed that Meoses was inundated with the numerous concerms of the people, He cour
seled Moses and advised himto appaint wise men to assistwith some of the leadership responsikili
fiez. Moses was open to Jethre's advice and incorporated a system of leaders that benefited not
onhy the Hebrew people but also created a personal balance that was heathy for his well-heing and
his family. The big taie away was that youngel people encourage their elders with respect while gl
ders encourage the younger generation with suppart and advice, when needed, Encouraging each
other in the faith helps build family unity and trust.

drawal et oa o LT
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VBS Celebrated with a "Jesus Family Reunion”™ Theme
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Az B t'g.rpi::alfw'rth all great family reunions, the class discussed EVERYTHING and then some. The
children's commenk were very insightful and they truly kept everyone on their toes. M. Yvonne
Sanderson and this writer were a tag-team duo ensuring that the Super Sprouts remained actively
engaged throughout the week and had fun. The children were absplutely delightful and twas bath a
privilege and a pleasure to serve as a WBS teacher. H's this teacher's hope that each child will con-
tinue to learn and proclairm the word of God today and akways!

N o Thaiia | g abtor &

| #he Foyal Court (Young Adults) The
shidy lessors were entitled "Reunion
Revival Rediscovering Faith, Famiby,
and Community with Jesus" The
opening lesson was "We Love!" This
lesson focused on Ruth and the love
and commitment shown by Maomi
toweards  her mother-in-law. Boaz
honared the covenant and law reqguir-
ing the kKinsman redeemer to care for
the widows and arphare by taking
Maemi & hi wife, The commmunity
shared by leaving enough grain inthe
fields for the widows and orphans to
reap and be fed, The class decussed
how they must takke every opportunity
to share their faith with the next gen-
eration through leving-kindness to-
wards one anether.

Monday's lesson, "We Believe," fo
cused on Pauls instruction and guid-
ance far Timethy. Families must develop a strong faith legacy. They must not he asharmed of the
faith they hawve. They must remember the strength of their ancestors and pass on the legacy of faith
to their families and communities. The impetance of prayerwas the central point of Tuesday's les-
son, "We Pray.” The focus was on understanding the importance of praving for athers, especially
when difficulties and challenges cause hardships for our families and us. f one ha ever overcome
great odds in their personal, spiritual, financial, political, or social |ife, they recognize that God will
give that unshakeable faith that permis persors to survive, even in the face of difficult days, When
people have rocted thermselves in love, developed a faith wak, and learned to pray, they are ready
for Wednesday's lessen, "We Grow." While most people understand the impeortance of sharing their
faith, mamy neglectts do so. Three thousand souk were saved at Pentecost because of fath shar-
ing. Students were told they must be hold enough to witness to their families so that they can see
the growth ef God's kingdom. The final day of Wacation Bible Sehool rallied families te encourage
one another. Moses fled Egypt, but was encouraged by his father-in-lawn, Jethro, Jethros wisdom
and experience allowed Moses to mak e the difficult decision toreturn to Pharach and carry out God's
orders. To do this, Moses had to delegate responsibility. Every family has an ebligation to support
and encourage the others in the family, They must provide an objective perspective without judg
ment when loved ones need guidance, and, more importanthy, they must be willing te accept and re
ceive encodragement sothattheir actions biring honor and glary to God.

Cften we get caught wup in owr day-to-day activiies and forget to. make owr relationship with God a
priority. Thi year's VBE lessons encourage and admonish us to reconnect and revive familial rela
fiorships. Take a step back from chaotic, turbulert, tumulueus lves and strengthen the bond
thraugh faith in God in erder that families may growe healthier and stronger through 3 love that en
hances the ability to serve families both through bleod and through faith and to show love and sup-
partthat s reflecte d throughout communities,
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2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & PLENARY SCHEDULE

Faurth Northwe= Alabama &nnual Corference
Tuesday, August 27, 2013 —WMS Conwverntion
Tuesday—Saturday, August 2731, 2013 - Business, Traning & Worship Sessions
(Clpening Annual Service —August2y, 2013 &t 7 pm)
Al sessions will be held &t the Farfield Civic Center
Bryant C hapel AME Church, Birmingham, Host Chuich
The Reverand Darmien Litejghn, Host Pastor
The Reverend Wills M, Huggins, Sr,, Host Presiding Elder

Fourth Southeast Alabama Annua Conterence
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 —WMS Convention
Tuesday—Saturday, September 1014, 2013-Business, Training & Worship Sessions
(Dpening Annual Service — September 10, 2013 at 7 pm)
Faiks Chapel AME Church
1053 E. Selma Shest
Bethan, Alabama 3E301
The Reverend Rodney Smith, Host Pastor
The Reverend David E. Reddidk, Host Presiding Elder

Fourth Alabama River Region Alabama 4nnua Conference

Tuesday, September 24, 2013 —'WMS C onventian )

Tuesday—Saturday, September 24-28, 2013-Business, Training & Worship Sessions
(Cipening Annual Service — September 2 2013 at 7 pm)
St. Paul AME Church, Montgomery
708 East Patton Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 33111
The Beverend Dr. Farrell Dupcombe, Host Pastar
The Rewerend-Albert Hyche, Hest Presiding Elder

Fourth Northieast Alabama Annual Conference
Tuesday, OetoberB, 2013 - WME Comventian
Tuesday—Saturday, October B=12, 2013 Business, Training &Worship S essions
{Clpening Annual Serviee — Detober 8, 2013 at7T pm)
Gaines Chapel AME Church, Phentc Gty
921 10th Avenue
Phenix City, Alabama 38867

The Reverand Richard Carter, Hest Pastar

The Reverend Samuel Smith, Hest Presiding Elder

Fourth Southwest Alabama Annud Conference
Tuesday, Detober 22, 2013 - WS Comvention
Tuesday—Saturday, Cotober 2226, 2013- Business, Training & Worship Sessions
(Opening Annual Service — Octobier 22, 20173 at7T pm)
Samuek Chapel AME Churgh; Prichard
A7 W Prichard Avenue
Prichard, AL3G590 )
The Reverend T.W. Parker, Host Pastor
The Reverend Johnnie Bryant, Host Presiding Elder

Genera Planning Meging
Saturday, Nevember 7-8, 2013
TBEA
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Church Visits Sick and
Shut-in Members

Then the Mg Wil sayilo hoae on ks right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by m y Father;
izhe your inkerdance, the Kingdom prepared Br
you since the creation of the wonld . Forl was
hungry and you g3 ve me som ething o eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me something o
drink, | was a shanger and you inwled mein, |
neaded clothes and you clothed me, | wassiol
and you looked atterme, | wasin pricon and
you came o vist me. '

Nighthew 25: 34-35

| hiembiers receive instruction fom Pastor Claybon before nursing hame wist,

On Saturday, June 22, members of the church
visited members whe are unable ta attend
church. The visiftations were scheduled and
led by the Steward Board. All persons who par
ticipated visited S5t. John members who are in
nursing hemes andthen the group was divided
into teams to vt homes of other members
whe are convalescing at home.

Everyone was well received and it was a bless-
ing to see how much the members appreciated
the visits. Gift hasket or flowers were givernto
each person visited, Dwuring the visit memhbers
offered prayer, read scripture, sang and just
enjoyed the Tellaws hip.

The Stewards conduct quarterly visis and ar
nually lead this church wide wisit. Persons who
have a calling to minkEty through visitation are
welcame to join the Stewards on their quarterly
visits. Dates will be announced in church,

Soup Kitchen

"Let God Bless Yau®

“Thiz sanvice that you perbm iz not only

suoolying the needs of the Lo & people

butis aloo overfowing fn any exessions
of thanhs fo God "

2 Carinthians 8:12 (NI}

A homeless man approached a traveler who
was Wwaiting for a bus. The traveler fumed an
earto hear his story—the same story we have
all heard from many who live on the street;
drugs, grime, the loss of a loved one and a life
in disarray. The homeless man was just look-
ing for some food, The taveler falk moved ta
help him and gave him an exceptional amournt
of money, enough for safe, clean lodging and
several meak as well. The hameless manwas

sttkingly shock ed as the stranger bid him “Let
Gad Bless You"

God had brought twe paths  together—one
where a blessing was needed and one where
marny blessings had already been given, The
taveler was incredibly thankful that he had
been blessed to be & blessing to another,

As members serve in the weekly "Soup Kitch
en”, their prayer & that God will continue to use
them to convey blessings to homeless and less
fortunate brothers and s sters.

The Soup Kichen & open an the third and
fourth Tuesdays from 1130 am 4 100 pm.
Yolunteers are welecomed.

Media Ministry

Now A& vailshle From the Media Minisrp!

CDs/iDVD's

Pastor Clayborn

- Breathe 42202013

- Breathe Again S/A2013

- Wha Moved My Jesus™ S 22013
- Growth Spurts 582013

‘Waomen's Day &EA02013
Haly Week Rewiwal (3 Nights)
2013 Easter Musicale

Mare titles are available.
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The Word is Better

By Paulette Bargan

| have to admit thatsometimes | lilke to watch a
little rash TW in the momings buttoday | was
dizgusted with whatwas an. |started watching
this "you are fare natthe father” show. A Black
man was demying that he was cheating on his
wife. Lie detector said he was king. NO BIG
DEAL to him. He thought it was cool. Wife act
ing lke a foaol. She was yelling, screaming, cry-
ing and falling an the floor Lhirn channels.

A Court shaw. Bladk man and woman fighting
owver an intimate wideo tape that they made of
thersehes. Woman want it back =0 she can
show them off to friends and family, NO BIG
DEAL They thought it was funny. Laughing
and smiling. | was so embarased, | tun
channek.

Music TW. | see 3 black woman, She was so
proudly dancing in her string bkini. The Bladk
iman was dressed like it was 20 degrees below
zem, He was rapping abowt all the revelting
things he could de to her. NO BIG DEAL |
start thirking about all the 3 to & year old chil
dren whose parenk let the TV and the remote
control babysit for them: lHurnehannek.

BET TW. This was a show staming a famous
black comedianinthe early vears of his career.
| dar't know what the storyline was about, but
he and his coworkers were in a lawyer s office,
The lawyer was so stupid, waking and talking
lkie he was some ignarant high school dropout.
WO Bliz DEAL | turnchanneks.

GHNM, Black athlete complaining abouwt all the
negative media coverage he is getting because
heis black. Not because he did samething that
got him in the news in the first place. NO BIG
GEAL I'mostill channeling. A movie channel;
A black girl showing ancther sister how to be
suggestive while dancing on a pole

The final straw was when | turped to a religious
station and there was thie preacher frying to
=ell me a gallon of so-called holy water. He
=said that when | drink it then | will become
healthy and wealthy. And he called that being
blessed™

Keep in mind that s was all between 8 and
10 in the merming. What 3 fruiless hourl Thirk
af all the brain cels | wasted watching that
mess. Satan was having himself-a good time
an my behall because | allowed him too. He
knows that | don't ke seeing my people in

Church School
Book Club

July 2013 Discussion Date; 27 July

10,00 AM.—=11 __ﬂﬂ‘ﬁ:. It

Goodness and Mercy, \fanessa ﬁwﬁ'—ﬁr%;’p,

August 2013 Deoussion Date: 24:August

10:00 A& — 1130 AN,
Savarmah Blves, Mary K. Andrews - 2012

Meet Weezie {aka Elnke) Foley, a festy an
tigues "pidcer” banished by her spiteful e
huskand fram the houseshe hemelf restored in
Savannahs histaric district, who must come to
terms with a Iife that has suddenly changed...
and net, it seems , for the better, In Mi_rg,rf:l
Andrews's delectable Mew vork Tim ez bontos
er, Savannak Bies, réadeis will faglthe sultry
Georgia bresxes and taste sea salt in the air, as
they lose themsehes in a wonderful, withy tale
brimming with sass and peopled by a tichly en
dearing cast of delightfully eccentric characters,
Revenge & sweeter-than siweet:in Mary, Kay's
capable hands, and reades of Fannie Flagg,
Adriana Trgiani, Emily Giffin, Rebecca Wells,
and Jill Conner Browne will definitely want to
spendsome quality time in Saannah,

The Word is Better

such a negative way, but | cortinued to watch.
feomnued)

And he knows thatwhen | wateh mindless TV
shows |'miss Gods plan far me that day. If |
wanted te be entertained, all | had to do was
read my hikle. k contains the most - exciting
and same of the best stories ever written. You
cannal wait to read what happened to Job,
Daniel or other people in the bikle. These ac-
counts are true, not some reality jurk, And
there B always a message for us, God's Waord
Is Alwe!l

Yow word s are what sustam me. They
dnimgimoe grest foy and ae m y heardts delight..
Jeremiah 1516
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s the viries you e the branches Parent Wisdom

By Sister Wanessa Glower

Stay Conmected, the Yine and the Braiches khn 15:1-17T (N1

It & summertime, time tosley down and listen, Mo matter what we da,
no matter whatseason-it is, ne matter whattime it is, if we are not con-
nected to the vine we will not yvield a harvest, What is the harest? de-
cording to Galatans 5:22-23 "But the fruit of the Spirit is—love joy,
peace, patience, Kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self contral” God wank aur lives
to be fruitful in the same manner a& branches are connected to the vine. In the text, John 15:1-5 "
arm the true vine, and my F ather &5 the gardener, He cuts off every branch in me that bears no frui,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that itwill be even mare frutful. ¥ou are-already
clean because of the word | have spaken to yvou. Remain in me, and | will remain in you. Ma branch
can bear frut by teelf, it must remain inthe wine: Nether canyou bear fruitunless you remain in me,
‘| am the wine; you are the branches. |f'a man remains in me and [ in him, he will bear mueh frui;
apartfrom me you can do nothing.™

Johin 15:5

Te stay connected to the vine, pruning the branches & ezsential for it helps the healthy branches
growe stronger and bear fruit. Lkewise, lifeless hranches and dead branches get inthe way and the
branches are less productive. Too many unresporsive branches “sap” the strength of the frut. Thirk
about it, fruit does not instanty appear on trees. &5 trees grow and seasons pass, Tuitslowly devek
ops by God's silent work behind the scenes. So it in owr lives, God, the F ather, does the drawing,
(John G4 14:6) the Gardensr, we acceptHis Son, Jesus Christ, & our Savior, and the Holy Spirtt's
responsibility (John 14280 s to produce frutin wus. When the Holy Spirtt begins to produce fruit in
our lives, sin loges #power, Therefore, with the fruit of joy and peace we overcome the pain of our
breken past, Wi ith the fruit of love, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and gentleness we restore bre
ken relationships and make restitution, With the fruit of patience we persevere through difficult times.
With the fruit of self controlwe stand against temptation. Why™ Becawse we are staying connected
to God by the ot of He Son and the promise ofthe Holy Spirit

God uses the hardships of our lives te strengthen our Faith and maie us fit for the Master's use in
the building of His Kingdom' an earth. (2 Timothy 2:2TNEJW) The only way for us to be fiuitful & to
remain connected to Jesus, the vine, and let Szod, the gardener, prune sur lives in ways that will
stimulate growth and fruitfulness. Gods ways of cuting and cleaning, weeding and pruming in our
lives vield the peaceful frut of rightecusness so that we are able to give life to fruitless stuatiors and
circurrstances. Just as nutrients corme through the vine te give nourshment te the branches, soit s
with our connection with God, life comes through fath inJesus Christ. When we remain in C hrist, He
s the source of aur spiritual growth, His love cverflowes from the Father and with the help of the Haby
Spirtwe can genuinely love others.

A waord for the wse; "Stay Conneoted ™ with prayer, for prayver & owr |ifeline of fath. Prayer enables
us to be in cormmunion with God. "Stay Conmected " by studying a passage of scriptures. Find a clear
and self-evident passage that speaks directly to your life, situation, and eircunstance that gives
camfort and strength. &l s criptures are given by irspiration of God, and are piofitable for doching,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteowness. (2 Timothy 318 17N Y Stey Connest-
ed " by not forsaking the assembling together (Hebrews 10:25) with the parshioners and congrega
tions, as iron sharpers iron. Clearly this is. evident in the early church (Acte 2042 -7 They devoted
themselves 1o t2aching, fellowship, the bredding of bread andta prayer which provided opporunties
for sharpening ene another. We are tosharpen one another's gifts to promete usage o love and 1o
do good deeds. (Hebrews 10:24) "Everyone was filled with aswe when they fellows hipped together.
They praised God forthe favar they found with one another” (Acts 2:47) Finally, "Stay Connected”
by serving others—go and bear frud—Tfruit that will last. Thie & to my Father's glary, that you bhear
midch fruit, showing yourseles te be my dEciples. (3t Jahn 15:8, 18)

As a Thowughttul Paremt: “Ifwe shoew—and not just tell—our children howe hard wotk, energy, and
pemeverance are vital for success, our children are more kel to live by these values." (Black
Peans For Parents)
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2013

Thite month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Kenneth Parham,

August 4 2013

Lesson Title: Festiva of Booths
Lesson Scripture; Mehemiah 7¥73b-B.18
Lessan Print: Mehemiah 8:1318

ey Verse: Allthe assembly ofthose who
had returned from the captivity made booths
and lived inthem, ... And there was very great
rejoicing: Nehemiah 817

In the fistseven chapters of Nehemiah, Mehe-
miah recaunts his timespent in Judah rebuild-
img the wall of Jerusalem. Nehemiah’s heart
was troubled after hearing that the Jews whe
escaped captivity from King Mebuchadnez=zar
were scattered in Jerusalem amongst the rub-
bish of the great wall (and the twelve pgates
within the iwall) surrounding Jerusalem.

Mehemlah prayved to God that He would for-
give the sins of the Istaelites and the sins of
their fathers. Mehemiah, a servant, then asks
Kirg Artaxerxes if he could be allowed to go to
dudah and rebuild the Wall. Upon ariving at
the wall, he saw the work that had to he done,
With the assistance of his traveling band and
the scattered Jews in and around Jerusalem,
all were eaughtup in the spirt and com
menzed rebuilding the wall. The rebuilding
task was subdivided by the various descenil-
ant of the Israglites’ twelve tribes and over a
tventy vear period, With great effort, including
dealing with enemies of the region, the wall
along with the gates was repaired. The lsrael
ites in‘the region by tribe or genealagy moved
hack inta the city.

Once inside the gates and after the city was
sanegtified, the Israeltes retumed fo  their
atonement efforts by requesting that the chief
priest read the law to them. In ene such read-
ing, it was noted (Chapter B) that it was the
manth to obzerve the Festiwal of the Booths.
The Israelites, being humhbled and obedient
fallowed the custom by gathering palm leaves
and branches and building the booths. During
the building of the heooths, it &5 recorded that
there was great rejoicing in reliving a custom
that had been lost since the generation of Nun.
After lwing in the booths for seven days, a sol
gmn asembly was held on the sighth day.

August 11, 2013

Lesson Title; Community ot Confession
Lesson Scripture: Mehemiah 8;1-37

Lessan Print: HMehemiah 82, 8-F,. 5-10, 30-
3521318

Hey Yers=: Then those of Israelite descent
separated themselves fram all foreigners, and
stood and confessed theirsims and the inigui
ties ofthelr ancestors, Nehemiah'@:2

Inthis lessan, the kEraglites seeh atonement as
a collected people for their transgressiors . of
the past The lesson indicates that the Israet
ites separated themselves from the foreigners
in arder to reflect on their history as a people,
confess pastsirs and to recormmit fo the cove
nant established between GOD and Abraham,

Te briefly recap the events of this lesson, the
Levites stopd between God and the resetted
Israelites. The Levites recounted the histery
from Abrahamto the presenttime. The Levites
indicated that through leading the children out
of Egypt through the wilderness and into the
lands that were promised to Abraham, God
never turmed His back to Hie chosen people.
The Lewvites recounted the many examples of
God providing @ cloud ta lead the children af
Israel through the wilderness by day and a
cloud of fire by night. The Levites indicated that
God provided spirtual nourehments a well as
manna and water. The Lewvites recounted the
time that the children wanted their own God
and made a golden calf. Even during this time,
the Levites indicated that God did not abandon
Hi ehildren. The Levites indicated that God
continued to lead the shildren to the promie
land while allewing the children te multiply as
the stars. The Levites indicated that ance the
Israelites were in the promised lands, they
threw away the Laws and became a sinful peo

ple.

During countless times, the Levites indicated
that God allowed the Israglites to be captured
by the enemies of the land but God was akways
ready to hear their cries of repentance and to
rescue them from their eaptives. And finalty,
here the children of |srael stood again looking
for forgiveness, to indicate that they would
keep the Law of their forefathers and to prove
their commitment, they wrote their new cove
namt and it was sealed by the princes, priests
and Levites.

A s o i S |
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Church School Lesson
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Aug 18, 2013

Lesson Title: Dedicaion of the Wal
Leszon Scripture; Mehemiah 12:27-43
Lessan Print; Mehemiah 12:27-36, 38, 43

Hey Yerse: They offered great sacrifices
that day and rejoiced, for God had made them
rejoice with great joy! the wornen and children
dko rejoiced. The joyof Jerwsalemwas heard
far away, Mehemiah 12:43

In restoring the lsraelites foundation (the wally,
Mehemiah had restored the Jewish people's
zense of security and wellness. The wall was
the =ymbaolic link that connected diEplaced
Jews looking for a8 connecton of the past te
their new future,  And with the wall sompleted,
a celebration to dedicate the wall was in arder,
The celebration was noted as being led by the
who's who list of spiritual leaders.

This: lessen highlights that whenever one pre-
senk a gift to God, it must be given with great
reverence and with great celebration. Those
that partake in the celebration must purify
themsehes before making the affering. The
effering must be presented in a great celebra-
fion with great singing and use of musical in-
stuments "Mace a joyful noise unto the Lord"
- Psalm 100}% And if the service pleases God,
He will then acceptthe gift with gladness. Alsa
if 3od 5 pleased, He in turn will enhance the
celebration by evershadowing the presenters
with an increas ed pladnes s, enablingthe offer-
erto provide more praise.

Aug 25, 2013

Lesson Title: Sabbath Reforms
Lesson Scripture; Mehemiah 13:4-31
Lezszon Print: Mehemiah 13:15-22

Fey Yerse: | eommanded the Levities that
they should purify themsehes and come and
guared the gates, to keepthe Sabbath day haly
MNehemiah 13:22

This |esson summarizes some of the steps
and effors that Nehemiah underook in emsur
img that the Sabbath be reformed amd main-
tained @ a Holy day. Mehemiah, throughout
these four lessons, demorstrated courage,
conviction and comstant confession for Israel
tes’ sins and the sirs of their forefathers.

Overview — August 2013

Werses 1-14 describe Nehemiah's actiors dur-
ing his stay in Jerusalem as he & rebuik the city
and walk. He encodrntered a great chamber
thatwas designed and buit underthe oversight
of Priest Eliashik, Mehemiah noted that the
chamber that was filled with neur shment for the
Lewites was not built to the standards meant for
haly men.  MNehemiah took charge and rebuild
and resupplied the charmber to one that pleased
God.

Inwverses 15-22, Mehemiah again confronted the
misdoings of the religious leades of Judah,
While in Jerusalemn, he noticed that the religious
ones had allewed merchants to set-up shop
within the gates of Jerusalem and allowed mer
chandize to be sald on the Sabbath. Mehemiah
took matters into his oan hands and eommand
ed thatthe gates be shut an Sahbath. He threat-
enet the merchants with badily harm i they did
not leave from eutside the gates and cammand
ed that they not return until the Sabbath was
ower, Finally, he ordered the Levites to sanctify
the Sabbath and to take charge of the pates.
Werses 2331 speak of Nehemiah letting the
Israelites know that what he was seeing was
displeasing to both he and God He saw the
intermarriages of Jews and foreignes. He re
minded them that King Soloman's downfall from
grace was because of his love of women of all
nationalities (noted as a sin before God — the
Jewish race was to be purg). He confranted the
priests and requested that they cleanse them
sehes of the fareign rmarriages and keep the
Jewih law in so honoring God and their ances-
tors

PayPal opjine Giving Is
Easy

1. Simply go ta the St John AMEC welsite
vansy stiohname-hsv,org  then clide an Online
‘Giwing. Follow the instructiors fromthere,

2. Use your PayPal account to send directly to
Bt Jehn at email  address
stjohnamehi@acl com,  Transfer from your
banking account and specify donatefrends
and family,

Use one of these giving options to cantrib-
|..rtiE even when on vacation.
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St. John AME Church S
229 Church Street U.S Pestage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Hursville, AL

{256) 534-6B28 Fax Fermit Na. 240

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Juby 18-21, 2013 Sons of Allen Betreat
July 22-25,2013 Wirth D Efict 2013 Summer Meeting, Troy University

July 28-August 1, 2073 332rd Biennial Session of the C onnectional Lay Organzation,
Atlanta, Georgia

August11, 2013 MEsionary Day, 10:80 am

August11, 20713 Worship at Bethel AME Church, Sheffield, Alabama
August 25, 2013 AANMU Sunday, 10:50 a.m. Service

August 27-39 Mot hwest Alasama Annua Conferencs,

Fairfield Ciwic Center, F airfield, Alabama

Thatif you confess with your mowh, “Yesus is Lo " and believe i your hearnt
that God raised him from Hhe dead, you will be saved . Romans 10:2

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

Catching Vision
| Coninthiahs 2.9

Ax we come to the end of oursecond annual conference year, | am so grateful for all that God
has dore at St Jobn, God has showered us with blessings this conference yvear 42 people
joining our congregation; the soup kitchen expanding s service and feeding close to 800 peo-
ple this calendar wear; 13 people giving their lives to Christ - including four (4) who gawe their
liwes to Christ @ wewinessed on Pentecost Sunday; power packed, anointed, sreative, cutting
edge, and fruitful Christmas play, Easter Musicale, and Friday Nite: Live Services; families in
need being supported; clothing donations for the neonatal unit of Hurtsviile Hospital; snacks
given for family members of HWAIDS patients; our tatarial program birkhed and eperated at 5t
John & well as at D avis Hills Middle School the revitalzation ofthe nursery; the repaving of the
parking lot the launch of the iThrive Youth Minstry housing Arise for young ladies and Emerge
for young men; the paricipation of youth in the soup kitchen and Christrmas. Charities, oursup-
porting teachers with school supplies; sur serving at Serving the City and Habita®dHumanity
house bulding project great WVBS attendance - including one who gave her life to Christ; and
growth in Bikle study and church school attendance.

Tre Rew. Pakick 0. Clyhom, PO,

We abko had 3 host of celebrations: Heritage Momemts and Founder's D ay with Bshop ., Gar
nett'Henning, Spring Revival with the Reverend Bankole Akinbinu; the Mid-Winter meeting, the
Feeding of the 5,000, and the Christian Education Congress with the Minth District; Women's
Day with the Reverend Raquel & 5t Clair Lettsame;, Ph.B.; the graduation of high scheal sen-
iors, eallege and graduate studerts, & well as the retirements of several people in our congre-
gation; and Christian men in eur Sons of Allen retreat. Every Sunday we lifted the name of Je-
sus! Praize God! Onbehaf of myfamily, | thank the wonderdfd people of 5t. John for their faith-
fulmess, their prayers, and their giving - of time, talent, and treasure.

Az this sonference year comes to a clese, we it in prayer all students, facutty and staff who are
beginning new school years. We pray for safe learning environmenrnts, a spirit of cooperation
within all schook, and a constant striving for excellence at each level 5St. John and the school
systerms hawve something in common at thie point intime. Student, faculty and staff, a they
start a new year, are trying to catch the vision for their success, Lkewise, a8 we anticipate the
new conference year at 5t John, we arestriving to cateh God's vision fer owr lives and the life
of the church. | still believe that eves have notseen, 2ars have not heard, nor has it entered
inta the hearts of humans what God has instore! Let's catch the vision!
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Sons of Allen Held Annual Retreat
By Kar Gullatte , \dce-President; St.dohn Sans of Mlen

The Sors of Allen af S5t. John held their Annual Men's Beteat on July 1820 2013, The retreat
began Friday night at the Guntesvile State Palk pavilion, near the beach, with a delightful meal
being served by Chef Theodore Tyson and assistant Tommy Andeson. The evening was high-
lighted by the presence of Elder Allen and stamped with a blessing prayer by Pastor Claybarn,
The menuconsisted of mouth-watering, southern style, slow- cooked ribs and chidten, pastasal
ad, baced heans and an asodment of cockies and cakes. Friday night ended with 3 "Might &t the
Mowies” in‘the grand gathering roam.

Saturday began with a hardy breakfast buffet macde forkings at the Lodge's Famous Restaurant
overlodking the great view of Lake Guntersville. Wokshops were presented throughout the day.

hir. Lester Jenes of Prnmerica Financial Services Kidied off the marning woks hop with financial
planning. This is a seminar all members of 5t John A.ME. Chureh should hear to give them a
better understanding of maney and the importance of saving. The next wokshopwas led by D,
Ted Edwards on Men's Health: It was an entertaining experience, yet it contained powerful
knowledge that all men should know about healthy living. He discussed what foods are good to
eat and the foods that should be avoided, D Ted Edwards really brought many Esues about
mens heakth to light-and equipped the Sons of Allen with encugh infermation to last untilthe nesxt
meeting. This lecture is another outstanding topic that the church should hear far better general
health. Knowledge is power! The session ended in laughter and acknowledgement that signifi
cantothers of the men at the retieatshould ako hear theinformation green about Men's Health!

Lunch time brought forth hunger exeiterment, the Lodge Restaurant & krnown for s famous fried
galden breswn caffeh and they did not let the men's taste buds dewn Ako being served were
baked seasoned chicken breasts, green beans, corm onthe cob, seasoned pan potatoes, fresh
garden salad, and a dessert desired by manw.

The paik is asite to see. It 5 nestled antop of the mountain with a view that 5 unbelisvable.
While getting in a little rela=zation time, the men gazed at the beautiful views at Lake Guntemsville
and marveled at the creative works of God. .t makes onewonder, "How can anyone not believe
in God?

Sessions continued after lunchwith "Wictory” by the Reverend Charles Glover. This session jump
-started spiritual emotiors. He spoke with power, grace and encouragement and stated that "God
B pleasedwhen we rally the troops for His good and claim eur victory,"

Mext was the Sons of Allen mentoring program dewvelopment wortkkshop, Brother Gullatte re-
capped the priot ohjectives and goak from the March and April meetings. He then moved forward
by providing the group with the reasons strong, positive, African American men are needed inthe
development of young black males: The Sons of Allen completed - the workshop with a vote 1o
mowe forward with developing the Sons of Allen mentoring program -at St Jehn ANM.E Church.

The final workshop was conducted by Pastor Clayborn on Spirtual Training, Ephesiars <:1-16.
He stated that "Paul & telling the church whe they are in Christ. Paul's prayer i thatthey come o
know whothey are in Ghrist”. Hie message was uplifting, inspiring, motivating, enlightening, pows
erful, hopeful, and most imporanthy, filled with the Spirit of Gad. He charged the Sons of Allen fo
be men of God, to let God's woilk be visible through them and to.let Hs will be dene threugh them
and their families.

This retreat was a power packed, spirt-filled weekend for the men of S5t John, Mr, Theodore Ty
som |l i the president of the 5t Jeln Sons of Allen. Meetings are held onthe second Tuesday
of Each month. &l men of St John are welcamed to attend
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A Different Kind of Summer School,

9th District Christian Education Congress
By Kaitlyn i Clung

¥ The St John AME church bus de-
: . parted from the chureéh parking lot
garly Monday moming, July 22,
2013, with twenty members (and
M. Sandifer driving) and a full as-
sortment of luggage, pillows, and
blarkets haaded to Troy U nivers iy
for the Bth District Christian Eduza-
tion, Mingters' Institute and Lead-
eship Congress, 2013 Summe
MMeeting, hettei known as CEC.
The successful CEC was presided
awver by Servant Bishop James L.
Davis and Mether &rels Dawvis, July
22-25th

With ower 840 African Methodist
Epcopal ehurch merbers regi-
tered, CEC was full in many ways.
It was full of ancinted experiences,
':"'h praces, -songs, hible studies,
L = : a J—: 1"_ preaching and blessings wyet to
S come. It was notjust learning about
Jezus, but, learning to appl’ Christ's teaching along the Christian Journey by focusing on wak ing
daily thraugh spirtual and mental grewth. The CEC offered education for all age proups as the
Christian's wak & continuous. Yeung people experienced the college Ghristian 1ife by living in dorm
roorms and worshiping God daily, Cthers experienced a retumn to college life that was filled with
praige. Classes were both workshops and general assemblies. Wotkshops were held in lecture
reoms, yeuth activities held in the gym, and meak inthe dining hall The general assemblies and
wuors hip services were held in Smith Hall Auditarium which seated 200,

The theme, 'Walling i Fumose | was defined and the CEC tone was set in Smith Hall Auditorium on
opening night with a full house. Dynamic guest Behop John Bryant preached about walking on wa
ter. twas during this service that the Rewverend Sheri Smith Clayhom and children ages 4-12:gave a
specialscriptural presentation emphasizing "we can deall things through Christ wha strengthens us.”
The fallowing marning started weith a morning glory walk.

Tuesday and Wednesday were filled with worshipping God merning, noon, and night: morning praise
and worship, marning bible study, neenday worship semwice and Vesper Moment at night. General
assemblies and wokshops for all ages were scheduled around the morning, neon, and nightworship
services. Althoughthe dailyschedule was full, the activities and the presenters varied gach day,

This variety was of particular interest-to the young people. Youth workshop topics were Real Talk,
rFaih Lif}, and a Hnes Replacement. Workshop sessions were taughl by the Reverend Charlotte
Greene, the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, and the R everand Christopher Reeves. These topics
were aboutsedking God in a society that makes it hard for young people to stay in the church. St
Johr's Mrs, Mary Rankin directed children ages 47 with. a unique presentation of the stary of D an-
igl... and Daniel was his name O,

Both the young and young at heart were able to thoraughly enjoy the activities held afterservices:
hasketball and volleyvball games for these whowanted o play, movies to watch, and "Jaz= under the
Stars” forthe adults. The last night ended with the presentation of Lay of the Year, Mr. Lamar Higgins
(@ former member of 3. John), Pastor of the Year, the Reverend Bobby © ox, pastor of Bethel AME

e braad o e W
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Friday Nite Live Kicked Off Second Season

SRIDATINTE
INE

By Janette Srrith

Friday Mite Live; The Word and Wors hip Experience Kicked off s second season raiing expecta-
tions and eyebrows. The first event quickly became a topic of conversation in the AME's Sth District,
at the innovative approach to ministy gained the approval and support of Presiding Elder, Cliver
Allen and ascording te AME leademship Servant Bishop James L. D avie aswell,

Crver 200 attendees were again greeted by a transformed St John AMEC sanctuary. Theatrical
lights splas hed special effects across the walk and added ambient lighting, a big screen was erect-
ed for video clips. and sermon slides, and for the July event anly - dozers of red Solo cups wers
hanging by strings from the eejling. Red Sola eups?

The July 12, 2073 eventtherme was ispired by the wban slang phrase "Turnt Up", The term was
first ulsed to deseribe someone who was 'turning up' their cups drinking and evoleed to describe
being overly excted or enthusiastic about something. fyou remember the term 'getting crunk’ — this
B wvhat 'Tumt Up” has come te stand for, ‘going allin', ‘getting crazy’ StoJohn AMEC's Executive
Minister, the Reverend Sheri Smith Claykoarn ,and one of the event's executive producers, Setei
Janette Smith, wanted the youth, young adults: and “young at heart” attendees to see that they can
take their passion and refocus their energy on the things of God,

The cups held a double meaning. "The cups hung upside down i a type of code among young pees
ple to “turn down’ or turn away’ from variows indulgences in life” Seter Smith explains. "The gups
dko represented an ald communication game, where you would tie e cups on opposie sides of a
shing and tak to friends. When attendees waked in and saw cups hanging evergwhere, it got their
attention. Then, the prais e team, "Word Mugget”, iwhichis a message shared through a demonstra-
tion by Rew. Sheri and Skter Smith} and the Reverend Patrick D, Clayborn's message explained
that if thew would turn down’ enthe distractions of the world, they would be pesitioning thense ves
to better hear from Goed aboutthe real purpose and eall of their Ives. Jesus used parakles to preach
the gospel, FML used technology and props to bring those parakles to life.”

Friday Nite Live drew onthe talents of musiciars, actors and liturgical dancers from St John AMEC-
Huntsville, as well as Odowood University, Lakeside Methodist Chureh, Madison Mission Seventh-
day Adventiet Chureh and All Nations Community Church, "FNL & a geod example of how using
gifts to glarify Gad can and should cress denominational, age and class boundaries. When we put
first things first - God & exalted, people are equipped and the community is strengthened,” TheJuly
event ako included a wvideo call with former pro-NFL turned arena football player, Trent Sheton,
wiho encduraged the crowd to ", choose to do what's right, because it's right”

0J Sam "Smite" Edwards, a nationally ranked turntablist and one of the few Christian DJs in the
country, was back as part of the program and joined mural artist and comminity servant Dwight
LA PR T T |




=t.JJohnAMEN August 2013 Fage 5

Friday Nite Live Kicked Off Second Season

A aiar (WA DS )

{Pope, co-founder of the annual LoveFest at Lowe Mill that collects school supplies. Chrisfian rap
ersemble Unanimeous, made 3 guest appearance, & did Christian 1 apper Jdgiven.

What werethe tangible res ults™ FNL organizers admit it 5 hard to fully know how the Word of Gad
zhared in this unigue and innovative way s impacting youth, young adutes and others who attend,
Shll, iTHRIWVE's ministry leadership reports a sustained increase in teens and yvouth attending requ
lar Sunday Warship Services and Joining the church. Several teers have led their siblings to Christ
and one young man wha joined the church after last year's Friday N ite Live event has been imstru-
mental in getting his wo sisters, mother, their mother's best friend and four other teens from his
|neighborhood to either join the church or be led to Christ. The iTHRIVE youth ministry has also
il:-een able to sustain a Wednesday night bible study throughout the surmmer,

The last Friday Mite Live ewvent for 2013 & tentatively set for October 11, 2013, Visit
vl F MLHs v.com for ifformation and updates.
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Where Did Pastor Clayborn Preach This Summer?

i members wemre asted, the most common answer b the gueshon "Wheme did Pastor Glayborn
oeach thg summer? would be at &t Joln @tBam and 10050 am services), Thisis parfally o orect.
Howeyer, the complets ansuwer would be that he pregohed & 58 John (& Bam and 1050 services
egch Sunday, excemt on Father s Day, Women 5 Day, and Mssionary Day), in Lymnowlle, Tennessee,
i Sodsboro, Alabama, m Antavgaville, Alabama, m Fomence,; Alabam a, in Manieta, Geowia, m Ak
fanta, Eonga and in Shefield, Alabama. When!

Indeed Pastor Clayborn and St. John have been on the road this summer. Cn the first Sunday in
Jdune, Pastor Clayborn, the Mass Choir and members journeyed to Round HIll AME ©hurch in
Lynmville, Tennesses, where the Reverend Deborah Peppers & the pastor. On Friday, June 7h,
Pastor Clayborm was the preacher for the apening wors hip service of the South Birmingham Hurts-
ville Bessemer Church School and Christian Education Convention. The Dance Minietry and other
members accompanied himto Scetsbore, Presiding Elder Oliver Allen, Jr. presided over the cormver
tion and the eonvention was heosted by Greater 5t Paul AME Church where the Reverend F redrick
D, Sherrod is the pastar, On the fourth Sunday in Jung, Pastor Glayborm, the Mass Choir and mem-
bers journeyed 200 miles south to Mew Cedar Grove AME Church in Awtaugaville, Alabama, where

the Rewerend Ruly Heard

hod I e T [y Bustamonte &  the pastor
el F| Al u'l! R Ww The service was a celebra-
i\ [ ol ' tion of the churchs anniver

h:-_ *.I-' Tary.

Travel gontinued in Julf and
Lugust, On the secand Sun-
day in July, Pastor Clayhorn,
the choir and members traw-
eled west to Flarence, Ala-
{ bama to celebrate hamezom:
ing at Michek Chapel AME
Church, The Reverened Widi
Ballard Maybermy {a daughter

s : of St. John) & the pastor
The pastar, choit and church

again raveled west on Sun-
day, Sugust 11, to N aw Beth-

i L el AME Church in Sheffield,

Alabama, where the Rewer

l : end Claudewell Campbell {a

| 1 M zonof 5t Johnj 5 the pastar,
% ‘4 to celebrate the Rewerend

| Camphells Appreciation

Pastor'Clayhom erparP’ﬂprEa:h t Hﬂwa‘ﬂiﬂpl AMEC, ! Sheffigld. {and 10 year anniversary).

m— — On Juby 28th, Pastor Clay-
hern was . the Men's Day
preacher at Twrner Chapel AME Chureh in Marietta, Georgia, where the Reverend B actor Kenneth
Marcus is the pastor, Afew days |ater, Pastor Claybornwas the preacher in Atlanta, Geargia for the

early marning warship service at the 33rd Biennial Session of the African Methodist EpiEcopal
Churzh Connectional Lay Organzation.

Prake God for the messages that were delivered by Pastor Glayharmn, the churches who extended
theinvitations, and the members who suppored the services with their presence and centributiors .

To God be the Glang!




=18

Jahn A ME N

Aligust 2013

Page 7

Hﬁ'ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ'ﬂ' rayer Time T'HEH“
Hﬁ?xmm "-"‘“

“‘%ﬁ"‘%ﬁﬁﬁ@m

Fﬂuﬂ:ﬁilhﬂ i:mmm 2 BO0am,

lzle o b oy i

B [ ﬂrt
Eﬁhﬁfﬁiﬂfﬁhﬂﬂi i

AME Proud

Bizhops ofthe AME Chirch

The Bishops are the Chief Officers of the ©an-
nectional Organzation. They are elected for [ife
by a majerty vote of the General € onference
which mees every four years. BiEhops  ae
baund by the lass ef the churghta retire upen
the General Confererce nearest their 7oth
Birth o .

Rev. Sheri to Preach
at WMS Convention

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, executive
minister at 5t John, will be the preacher farthe
noon service at the Nortlwest Alabama Warmr
en's Missionary Society Cameentian, The Con-
ventian precedes annual conference and will be
held on Tuesday, August 27th. Please support
Rew, Sheri with your presence {if your schedule
permit) and with your prayers.

Flowers on the Altar

It you would ke to purchase altar flowers in
hanor of & special eccasion or loved ones,
please contact Sister Pearlean Myhand. The
price s H50. She & now @king orders for any
Sunday date between September 2013 and
August 2014,

AAMU Day
Announced

AAMU Day will be held August
25th at the 10:50am service, f you would ke ta
volunteer for service that day please see Broth
er Ranald Mclrtesh or Rew. Sher.  Regular
worship service will be held at 2:00 am on this
last Sunday of the corference year and com-
runicn will be served

St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church

Huniswille, Alabama

Annual Pastor's Appreciation
Theme: Gelebrating (Visionary Seadership

(ruest Speaker

The Reverend Dr. Teresa Fry Brown
Histonographer Execanve Director

Department of Rescarch and Scholarship, AMEC

Sunday, August 18, 2013

10:00 AM.
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Book Added to
Official Board
Reading List

Pastor Clayborn has announced the |atest
book onthe Official Board reading list. Al Offi

cial Board members and interested chureh

members are urged to read Five Practices of
Fruithl Congregations by Roberd Schnase. The

Oficial Board will begin dicussing this book at
the Ootober meeting.

-PayPaj"'Dnline Giving Is
Easy

1. Use your PayPal accountte send directly te
St John at e-mail address
stiohnameh@aolcom,  Trarsfer from your
banking account and specify donatefriends
and family.

2. Simply go o the 5t. John AMEC website
waran stjohname-hsv.org then click on Qnline
Giving, Follew the instructions fram there.

Use one of these giving options to contrib-
ute, ewen whenon vacation.

Christian Education
Congress

ALl e e T

Ghureh, Mobile, and Presiding Elder ‘af the
Year —5t John's: own, the Reverend Oliver
Allen, Jr, The presentations were followed by
Christian comedy and a dance for allto enjoy.

All CEC committee members (including R ev.

Sheri, who represented the South Birmingham |1}

Hurtsville Bessemer an the CEC committee},
preachemn, piesenters, facilitators, participants

and attendees are commended for making [I%
CEC 2013 a great success as all are a part of |

the Body of G hrist

On Thursday, after the closing worship service
where the pastor of the year, the Reverend
Boblry Cox preached, it was time to journey
heme. The group arrved safely back at the
church around §:00 pm after & lesurely’ lunch
and dessert at the peach exit in Chiten Coun-
ty. Thank God.

Soup Kitchen

FREELY RECEINE, FREELY GIVE

"By grace you have been saved through faith,
and this & not your ewn doing; & the gift of

‘God." Ephesians Z:8 (NRSW)

"THERE ARE MO FREE LUNZHES" We of
ten hear ths common expression in aur daily
liwes. This mert-based society in which we live
has taught us that we work for what we want to
achieve: WWe study for good grades, we work
hard for high wages, and we dress te impress
are some of the expectatiors sef before us.
et our Father in heaven offers a totally differ-
ent standard. Yes He sawys wolk & essential,
but the gift of HiE Son, Jesus Christ, was given
to all of us, as unworthy as we are. He freely
gave the best gift-of the world to all who claim it
far thenmselves,

People lke you and me were taught to earn
and net'merely receive and we have a tenden-
oy to try to earn every good thing—including
our sahvation. es, we may be good people ac-
cording to this world's standard, but we are all
sinners and can never be GOOD enough.

Lz we remember this amazing grace we give
freely to those wha are less fortunate. We feed
and clothe those who are in neesd, knawing that
what wee do will never be good enough, Even
so, God loves us and wants s ta be in relation-
ship with Him and serve others. He gave Hi
Son to make all of us,; those who have and
have not, 1o bie His s ons and daughters.

Dear God | thank you for your grace $at saves
tg. As we freay receive @, help ve give Fealy
by praying for and senving others, Amen )

688 L Hans and, Heath (ntan
Eaturday, August24) from 8.

. atthe Hunkwille Botanica) Garden |

e,
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FourTH NORTHWEST ALABAMA ANNUAL CONFERENGE

WEDHESDEY — SaTUrDEy , AvcusT 27-31, 2013

FAIRFIELD CIVWIC CENTER
500 EastJ, OuveEr Roap, FAIRFIELD, ALa s s 35054

Bry AMT CHAPEL AW E CHupcH, Co-HosT-THe FEvErRERD Darier LUTTLEJOHN, PAs TR
BeTHEL AWIE CHUREGH, Go-HosTt, THE FEverReErD DarryL ErwiM, PasToR
Mew Masnolis SWE Crire H, Co-HosT, THE REvEREND ZacHary Watkins, PasTor

THe REvErEMD WiLLIS N, Huesins, 5r., HosT PrReEsioNG BLDER

THE AT, REV. Jarmes L. Dawis, SERvanT BisHoP
IoTHER ARELIE BEAVER S Dawvis, EriscoPAL SUPERVISOR

TuES DAY WS Confrence (7 am—5 pm)
AnnusL ConFEREMCE
04:00 P Dpening Session, Foll Call
O7:00 Phi WHS Nightin White Candelight Service,
The Rewerend Doctor Glenda Hodges, Preacher
WEDMES D&Y
8:30 Al homing Glory Bible Shady
2:00 A Conkrence Insttute
G465 Al BUSIMESS SESSI0N—{Reading of minute 5, Financial Reports, Paster's Report)
12:30 P HOUR OF POWER WORSHIF SERVICE,
The Rewrend Doctor Wiliam Campbell, Jr., Andersan Chapel AWE, Killeen, Tems
2:00 Phd BUSIMNESS SESSI0ON— Administrative Cormmittee Reports, Pastor's Report)
T:00 Phi OPENING WORSHIP SERVICE
Preacher; The Rewverend Timethy Bic Mathan
THWER sDaY
2:30 Al heming Glory Bikle Study
g:00 Al Con¥rerce Instiute
B:45 Akl BUSINESS SESSI0N— Reading of minute s, 2dministratwe Cammittee Reparts,
Pastor's Report)
12:30 P HOLUR OF POWER WORSHIP SERVACE (Women I hinisty),
Or. Parn De veaux, Supendsor, 2nd Bhiscopal Dt
3:00 P BUSINESS SESSI0N—{Pastor's Fuhal|:n:||t'1ll
7:00 Phi DRDOMMATION, COMMUNION, MEN'S EMPHASIS WORSHIP SERVICE
Preacher; Bishep Wiliarm P, De'eaus, 5r,, Presiding Prefate, 2nd Episcopal Disiicd
FR oAy
8:30 Akl homing Glary Bikle Study
0:00 A Conkrence Institute
6:45 A BEUSINESS SES510N—Feading of minute 5, Pastor's Report)
12:30 P HOUR OF POWER WORSHIP SERVCE
2:30 Pl Retirement Serdce
3:00 P BUSINESS SESS510N—{Literary Repartz)
4:00 Phd hermorial Service
4:45 Phd Church School
70 Phd MEWW LIVES IN CHRIST CELEBERATICN & WD LAY HIGHT
Aabarma AEM Uniwersity Chaoir
SaTuRDAY
800 A YPO Sexsion
B30 Al ¥PO Service
11:15 Al Praise Service
11:30 PM CLOSING ard COMMISSIONING SERVICE

Preacher: Bishop James Cavis
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2013

This menths Church School Lesson reviews
were wiritten by Wilie Sandifer and Claudinette
Purifoy Fears,

Ssptember 1, 2043

Lesson Title: God Creates

Lesson Scripture; Psalm 104

Print: Psalm 1045 8, 24-30

Cevotional Songs:! 288, #2272, and #243

Hey Werse: "0 Lord ‘how manifold are your
weorks! In wisdom veu have madethem all; the
garth i full of yvour creatures” (Psalm 1052,

Psalm 104 opens by praising God for Hs maf
esty in the heavers, God "wears” hanor and
majesty as people wear clothes. The psalm
turns to describe how God provides for all His
creatures and then describes His mastery over
all the creatures of the earth.

Psalm 104 presents a glofious picture of God,
a creator, and & sweeping view of the world
God made. The main subject af the psalm &
the order af the world and the s overeignty of
the God whe created and maintains it. This
subject irstills corfidence that God can and
will arder the lves of those whe seek Him by
keeping them in His purpose and away fram
evili

September B, 2013

Lesson Title: Ged's |mage: Mde and Fe
imale

Lesson Scoripture; Genesis 1-2, 5:1-2

Print; Genesis 2:18-25

Devotional Songs: 284, #2588 and 243

ey Yerse: "Then the Lord Godsaid, 't is not
good that man should be alone, | will make
him a helper-as his patner { Genesis 2:18),

The last creatures God made were human
beings, made in the image and |keness of
God. The combination of the words “image’
and "lkeness" prevents the conclusion that
humams lock lke God. What & clear about
humars & that they have a special office in
Gods kingdom. God puts them in charge of
the: earth and s creatures. They are God's
special representative on e arth.

The sewventh day, however, provides a cheds
an the role of humans. Humars are obliged to
cease their efforts to comtrol the woerld on the
seventh day in arder to remember that God &
utimately in charge ofthe universe.

September 15, 2013

Lesson Title; Knowledge of Good and Eil
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 3

Prirt Genesis 3:86-17

Tentative Devotional Songs: #4413, #251, and
#243

Hey Vers=: "Then the Lord Gaod said, 'Seethe
man has became ke one of us, knowing good
and evil, and now, he mightreach out his hand
and take alko fram the tree of Iife, and eat, and
live farever — therefore the Lord sent him forth
fram the garden of Eden, totil the ground from
which hewas aken' [ Genesis 322-23).

Geness 3 telk the story of the first human re
belion against God. Adam and Eve dEobeyed
God's command. In Chrietian theelagy the ste
ry & linked to the doetrine ef original sin, the
idea that human kind lost its apportunity to live
without sin when Adam and Eve disobeyed
God's cormmand. This lesson focuses an the
loss af innocence (3:7) and the loss of pristine
life inthe Garden of Eden (3:22-24), The story
was alko about Gods grace in the midst of
punishment and corection, & God covered
the nakedness of the couple and s ent them inte
the future (3210

September 22, 2013

Le=sson Title: An Everlasting Cowvenant
Lesson Seripture: Genesis 5:9-8:28

Frint Genesis 8:2-17

Tentative Dewvotional Songs, #4448, 282, and
#243

Key Verses: "| establsh my covenant with
wou, that never agdin shall all flesh ke out off
by the waters of a flood, and never again shall
there be a flood ta destroy the earth” (Genesis
2:11).

It weas clearto God that HE people were not
willing and abkle to live accarding to His laws
They were widied and God resolved to destroy
all living beings with the exeeption of Moah and
hiz family, Moah was considered a righteous
and obedient man. God instructed Meoah to
make an ak of oypress wood, totake his famity
and seven pairs of every clean specles and twa
of every unclean species of animalks, birds, and
creeping things along with pravisions for the
duration of the flood. The rains lasted for forty
days and nights, covered "all the high moun-
tains under the whole heaven” and destroyed
every living creature on land. Moah built an

AL e o e |
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2013
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attar and offered sacrifices to God when he
and his family emerged fram the ark after a
vear and ten days. God blessed Noah and his
farnily and made a covenant that He would
never agdin destroy the earth by flood., The
rainbew is a visible sign ofthat covenant.

The significance of the flood:
« Demorstrates Gods hatred of sin and the
certainty of His judgment

« The sparing of one family demorstrates
Gods saving grace

» The flood reveak God's rule over natwire, all
markind, andthe earh,

September 25,2013

Lesson Title: Gods Scattersthe Nations
Lezson Seripture: Genesis 11:1-8

Print; Genesis 11:1-8

Tentative Devational Songs: #221, 272, and
#2443

Hey Verses: "So the Lord scattered them
abroad from there ower the face of all the
garth, and they [eft of: hbuilding the
city' (Genesis 11:8)

The earth was inhabited by the deseendants of
Moah and the whole world had one language-
are common speech for all people, They set
ied in a plain in Babyonia, became skilled in
construction, and decided to build a city with a
towuer that would reach to heaven. Their pur-
pose in building the tower was not'to honor
Gad or to be closer o Him, hut to make a
name for themselves and prevent their oiby
from being scattered

The people chose to use brick instead of stone
and tar instead of mordar, They uwmed
"manmade”’ materials, irstead of more durable
"God-made’ materials. The people were build-
ing @ marument to themseles, to call atten-
fion to their own abilities and achievement,
irstead of giwving glory to: God. God saw the
praud and arrogant actions of His people. God
came to ses their city and the tower they were
building. He percewed their intentions, and in
His infinite wisdom, He knew this “stainway 1o
he gven’ would only lead the people away from
Him. He saa the powerful force within their
unity ef purpese and He k new that wwhen peo-
ple are unified in 8 common purpese that they
can accomplish the impessible. As a result
God confused their language, causing them to

IipEEk different languages so they would not

understand each other. By doing this, God
thwarted their plars, and scattered the people of
the city all ever the earth. God's intervention at
Babel, dividing and separating people fram each
gther, had a holy and loving purpose. We are to
humble ourseles and remember that every
good and perfect thing that oeours in our lives s
due to Gods will and not our olwn.

Church School
Book Club

Anigust 2013 Dizcussion Date: 24 August
10:00 A M. — 11:30 A M,

Savannah Slwes, Mary K. Andrews, 2012

September 2013
DiEewssion Bate: 28 September
10008, M. — 17230 AM,
Daddy Was 2 Mum ber Runner, Louise Merrk
wether, 2002

Far Franele, childheod In 1830s Harlem mears
having ane brother in the gangs and another
whe gives up his dream of being. & chemist be-
caise "how many firrms gonna hire -@  bilack
chemsf?. s having a big, beautiful fatherwho
can't find legal waork and a mother wha defies
het husband and hires out as domestic labor in
ordet to keep the family from starving. @ hild-
hood for Francie & having household chores
like attaching the jumper fo get free electicity
and facing the dedain of s, Burnet whenshe
buys grocerles from her on credit, t's aveiding
the groping hands of the butcher, the baker and
the fat little white man whe sits nextto herinthe
theater, or maybe not avoiding them for the ex-

tra meat, rols, or dime they might affer. It
Means reading ' 5n'|u1i'|:" comic bocks and wak-

ing down 118th steet where the prostitutes.
wam, but net knewing what & happening when
her pErInﬂ starts. Francie's Harlem & a powver-
ful, pent-up place, where dreams and good peo:
ple are changed and destroyed, a nmghhnrhuud
with strength and beauty; love and friendship,

all trying to grow like plants without sall orws
ter. And far Francie, during th! gar she turrs
fram twelve to thiteen, Iru'lng in tlarll:rn MmEarns
exchanging her longing for the white-hatted
cowhoy in the movies far a feeling of kinship
with the Indians and & realization of what it
means to be black and female in the United
Slates.
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Tips for Developing Good Study Habits and
Test-taking Strategies

By Bridget .. Floyd

As school resumes, ts timeto purchase supplies as well as ad
justto earlier bedtimes and wake-up cals., i & akotime to get
into a routine of good study habits. Because # i "that ime of
weal" and we have had inguiries. about the previousl published
article, following & a modification af an earlier publis hed article,
The focus & on strategies that can be helpful in learning infor

ways (e.g., class handout; widea, homewok, ete), T may seem
boring to students to reviesw materiak in class. or several times

mation, studying, and test-taking strate gies.
Fepehtion & the key to learning new information. This & the rea
i ] son teachers often cover a subject several times and In different
L\ . W

\
\ A before the typical time of study on the night before @ test, Howew-

i =
ARE YOU READY? er, gcive leaming is the best way to tramsfer information into
=% L X

, . T ] one's long Em memory. Eszenfially, this would invalve daily re

view (repetition) of irformation covered in class and adding that
ifarmation to what has already been learned, Homewok is impertant because it les the student
practice (repeafl what was covered/learned in class. When it is time for a test, the persen can
merehy reviewl, rather than "gram” the night before the exam.

Freparation s another key., This involes acquiring accurate ifnformation in an organized way.
Taking good notes in a notebook 5 & goed start Keeping notes and assignments together and in
oreler, 5 helpful when it 5 time to study, It & important to ask questions of the teacher if the stu-
dent does not fully understanding the information. Remember, prepaation is or going or e pet-
tive, not just the night hefore a test. |t & best to shudy alone and in a guiet area with no distrac-
tions, Some people can study with seft music er are akle te “tune sut” nose fram the television,
family members, street sounds, ete, Studying with others can be helpful & long & everyone
stays focused on the subject matter. It & good to take brief breais, The hpkal attention soan is
auavaim ey tnenty minwhes.. If focusing ‘o concentrating becomes a problem, it & probably
time for a break. It can be helpful to use bresk time a= a reward for studying for 3 set-amount of
time. & break could akso betaen after mastery of 3 specific topic or concept (once you definitely
know the informatian).

A student needs to study in different wavs, depending on the type of questiorns on the test. The
appropriate study strategy depends on whether the student must generate or recognize’ the cor-
rectarswerte a question, Tarecall or generate an amwer, the student needs to fully understand
the information (e.g., the studerd cowld teack or exolain itio someone who hme W notiing abowt i),
This s the beststudy approach owerall, and 5 necessary for essay or shont answer questions,
where the student must generate: or fully develop an answer, Other types of questiors or test
require the student to recogrize and select the comect amswer (e.g., mwhcie choice, buefalse,
maiching). While recogniion may seem easier, test iterms can be written in a way that the student
must choese among answers that could all be right, but one & the best answer or "most correct’,
The capacity to generate an arswerwould be helpful in‘this situation.

The best performance ogours when the body and mind are well prepared and rested. Before a
test, it & importantto get plenty ef sleep. Do not stay up all night studying because going without
cleep can cause the studentto forget what sihe has learned. Eat a good breakfast. Relax, Take
deep breaths while waiting for the testto begin. Think pesitive thoughts, imagine yourself writing
all gorrect answers (if you studied), Pace yourself & you taie thetest especially it timed,
Maotice howe many questions there are and figure out how long you have o worlk on each item,
When you finish, go badd and check your arswers instead of tuming in your paper. Prayer and
preparation will resultin optimum res ults.
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St John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

August 17, 2013 Harvest Home, 1:00 p.m., &llen Temple, Bessemer, Alabama

August1s, 2013 Church Sehool, 8:30 a.m.,
Churech School Promotions, @30 a.m..

August 18, 2013 Pastor's Apprecigion, 10000 a.m.,
The Reverend Doctor Teresa Fry Brown, Guest Preacher

August 25, 2013 Worship Sermvice with ©ommunion, 800 a.m.
AAMU Sunday, 10:50a m.

August 27-31, 213 Morthwest Alabama Annua Cont erence,
Fairfield Civic Center, F airfield, Alabama

September 25,2013 Men's Day, 10:00 a.m,

Thatif yoli cordess wWith your mowth, “Jesus iz Lo ¥ and belleve in yoor heart
that God raized kin fom the dead |, you will be saved . Romans 1009

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

Renovate or Die:

A Mandate from Bishop James L. Davis
Jdethn 5:1-8

| am thrilled and humbledto be appointedthe pastor of 3. John AME C hurch far the conference
vear of 2013-201400 | am grateful for the ways God has blessed us this past conference year,
and | am excited about what God will do for us in this year to come. My family and | thank all of
vou for your prayers and s upport awer this last year, and we welcome the same as ine launch
into this new season.

Az we beginthis new conference year, | wantto share with you a critical mandate that was giv-
en -t the pastors of the MNoertweest Alabama Annual Conference by Bshop James L Davis,
This mandate willserve as a guiding principle for St John as we move forward, At the fourth
session of the Morthewest Alabama Annual Conference, Bi hop [ avis taught a series of classes
on church growth. He based the teaching on a hook entitled Removate or Die by Bob Farr and
Koay Kotan, Thethesis of the book & simple; most mainline churches are in a state of decling. |n
order to reverse this, churches must renovate. If not, those churches will die.

The authors wantto be cléar aboutwhatit mears to renovate becawme many often corfuse ren-
owation with redecoration, Hedecoraton s purebly cosmetic; only the surface has been atered.
Some new paint, netw doors, new lighting, new fitures and carpet, and seme cleaning ...that &
cosmetic. That & redecoration. Shaking hands with someone in church and smiling at them
after a dsagreement- even though yeukeep hoping theyfall inta the pit of hell — that 5 cosmet-
iz. That iz redecoration. Shouwting and dancing in church sn Sunday but spending Monday
threugh Satirday gossiping, finding fault, and tearing dewn others,. . that & cosmetic. That &
redecoration: Dedicating more time to farmily at hame, trips abroad, and family functions, But
your mind and heart are not present,. that & cosmetic, Thatis redecoration.

Renavation — 'on the other hand — 5 a change in the structure. We have to move the wall or re-
meowve itall together to getrid of termites. We have to do some mudjadking or piering te raise the
foundation. We have to really tal out our differences and be honest to find peace. We have to
live the life Monday through Saturday that wesing about on Sunday - even if we fallshort We
mist put our heartand soul in aur families, marriages, and relations hips. Thatis a change inthe
structure. That is renovation!

Howewer, many do notwant renovation because it comes at a cost We have to sacrfice s ome-
thing far renovation, We have tosacrifice ime, money, blood and sweat: We must s aerifice ego,
pride, petiness and unforgiveness. We are required to sacrifice lust, materials m, power, and
privilege, We have to sacrifice connections, influence, low self-esteem, and old hurs. We must
sacrfice the needto be right and the need to be perdfect We need to sacrifice what is dear but
has begome irrelevant We hawve tosacrifice our addiction to redecarating!

Bishop Davis said that he's most frustrated when churches are satis fied with 1edecorations, but
they are in desperate need of renavatiors. He wsed a& an example the difference bhetween the
numbers en a church's rall and that chureh's average attendance;

Cinroll— 223, but average attendance —50

A raairactl iy e )
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Renovate or Die:
A Mandate from Bishop James L. Davis

A oW A e |

Cin rall =300, but average attendance —73

Cinorall— 137, but average attendance — 22

Cnroll =82, but average attendance —17
Bishop Davie even shared his fear that the AME Churchwould fallwhile he |s still an actve bish-
op. He told us thatwe must RENOWATE OR RIE!

The hishap's teaching was quite similar to the guestion that Jesus ralsed with the man at the pool
of Bethsaida in John S8 "Do wou want to be made well™ Mamy believe that the man sidesteps
Jesus' gquestion by saying: “Sir, | have ne one to put- me inthe poolwhen the water i stired up;
and while | am making my wiay, someone ekbe steps down ahead of me” (v.7). | helieve that the
manwas making a sonfession. Hewantzd to be made well, he wanted to be renovated. Unfor
tunately, he feltthat he lached an effective strategy.

Fenovate or O¥e calls for strategies, not programs, when renovating. A stiategy & a ime sensi
tive, conmternporary action plan that helps us achieve vision, Strategies can change with fime,
When the strategy is frozen, it becomes a program. The ever-inundation of sick peopleinJdohn S
5 @ program. This method of healing was not wvery effective. Whatwas needed was a strategy,

Jesus. gave the man the strategy he needed: "Stand up, take your mat and wak"” (v.8), We — the
ghurch — can benefit from this strategy. When we stand up, we differentiate ourseles from
death, decay, and decline. When we stand up, we resist the systern of healing for anby the few,
When we stand up, we refuse to be defined by those who wanrnt to stay in sickness and dysfunc
tion, When we stand up, we are willing @ let go of hese who do not want renavation. When we
stand up, we assertthat we are tired of redecoration, Whenwe stand up, we acceptthat the pool
s notthe only place where God can heal. When we stand up, we affirm that our God loves us so
much that God does not justthrow blessings down at randem times o that people wil fight over
them. Instead, God goes bevond the limits of the paol and mests v where we are! When we
stand up, wesayyes to the tasks of ministry and to the calling of God.

As we tdie up the mat, we testify that God can still bless us even if others step in front of us to
snatch our blessing. As wetake up the mat, we witness tothe factthat God will give us strength
ower the things that have confined and defined us. As we take up the mat, we do "hands on" mis-
sion. We say yes to getting our hands dirty and serving in places where others do not want to
travel. As we tadke up the mat we show that God's will & more important that a sacred ritual.
Carrying the mat on the Sabbath day was a violation; vet, Jesus knew it was the Sabbath when
he cormmanded the man to do s0. Jesus asserted that following the call of God was mare im-
partant than resting on a Sabbath, When we taie upthe mat we are not undermining thetradi
tions of our-church. B ather, we are reprioritzing these traditions in the light of Gad's word and
God's calling on aur lives,

In ourwaking, we find the goal of renowation. Jesus does nottellthe manwhere to wal; he only
tells the man to walk. In John 5:14, we find that the manwaked to the temple. Hewaked tothe
heart of worship, Hewaked to where othes warshipped, He waked o the place where he had
previowsly been excluded becauwse of his condiion, When we wak, we must walk to wership.
We mustwak with God in eur hearts. We need to wak to athers. We have to walk with a love
for people. We hawve to wal with an urgency ta be in relatiorship with others. The onb way the
church ean survive is inthe creation of community. Cur faith B not a lane ranger faith; we are
called to be in covenant relationship with God and swr neighbors. When we walk, let i walk to
thos e who are grieving, Let us wak tothose whao are hurting, Let us wak to those who are in
despair. Letus show them our mats and testify to God's saving power. Let us stand with aur
head held high —seaking in Geds spirtual renwvation,

DO YOLU WANTTO BE MADE WELL? STAND UPI TAKE YOUR MAT! W ALK
RENCWATE OR DIE! . NOW IS THE TIME!!
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Delegate Reports on the 4th Session of the

Northwest Alabama Annual Conference
By honica Dilikunt

The Faurth Session of the Morthwest Alabama Annual Conference was held at the Fairfield Givic

Denter in Fairfield, Alabama, August 27-31, 2013, The conference was hosted by Bryant Chapel,
ke the Reverend Darmien Littlejobn, pastor; Bethel, the Hever
J end Darryl Ervin, pastor; and N ew Magnolia, the Reverend
Zachary Watkins, pastor. Presiding Elder Willis Huggins,
Sr. was the host Presiding Elder and Presiding Elders
Cowvight Diillard and Oliver Allen, Jr. were the associate Pre
iziding Elders. The Annual Conference was preceded by
the Mahwest Alabama Cenference Women's Mizsionary
Society Convention. Flease see the article on page 8 for a
report on the WWMS Comiention. The Annual Conference
R oll Callwas the first official business and was held prior to
thie WS Nightin White an Tuesday, August 27,

Wednes day, August 28th began with hible study taught by
the Reverend James Platt, pastor of Gaines Chapel, Annis-
ton, Alabama. The lessaon was entitled "There & Power in

e ekl Aaule ol Faray TS Your Shout" from Maik 10:46-52. Following hible study,
Hirith EF"*"F | Cistrict with B Jol rs<f Adurms Bishop Davie led the Conference Institute with a discussion
= = = of the book Bengvate pr Pie by Beb Farr. He used this
bhook for gach day's Conference Instiute. The author dis-
cusses the serious matter of the life of the church and addresses the destitute situations of the
church. Using examples from the book and from his experience as a pastor, Behop Davis, ex-
plained the diference in renowvation and redecoration. Key points were to renovate, churches
must be pastor-led and not pastor centered, the people must buy inte the vieion, and are should
do the easy things fist, Bishop Bavie used this book to highlight his emphasis en growth foi
churches inthe MNinth Episcopal District.

Curing the Wednesday morming business sessjon, Bishop Teresa Snorton brought greetings from
the 5 District af the CME Church and Wies College, She introduced a representative from the
Black Peaple Run, Bke and Swim pragram, She shared the GME church's healhy living initiative
and irtroduced AmeriCaorp Vista volurmteers who were present. Churches pres ent were invited 1o
partner with them and 1o start 3 health initatve. She ako introduced a group of volunteers who
weere memhbers. of the Mapping Pathways 1o College Initiative

The noon day service preacher was the Beverend D octor William Campbell, Jr, of Killeen, Texas,
Hi text wias from 2 G arinthians <4:7-18 and the message was entitled "Letter fram an Asian Jail:
Birmingham, Yauwve Gat Mail” aspin off fram Dr. King's "Letter from a Birmingham Jail." He stat-
ed that the church must be akle to {13 handle thie jail, recognize there & teasure in the jar, but
the jar & still in the world; (23 handle the jam, be hard pressed butnoterushed, be perplexed, but
not without hope; (3 rest in the count, be down but not out; (< leam how te handle the jabs,
God s woking on a hlessing; and (5) handle the joy.

After lunch, pastoral and ministry reports continued. D uring the Social Action Report Bshop Da-
vie challenged the pastors to lowve the people, but not to sacrifice the church's beliefs on homo-
sexual mariages. During the pastaral reports, Bishop Davis emphasized that pastors and laity
hawve to expect more than they currently have.

The Cpening Worship Service was held on Wednesday evening and began with the processional
of the clergy. The Annual Sermon was dellvered by the Reverend T. Eric N athan, pastor of Grant
Chapel AME Churzh, Birmingham. His textwas from Genesis 28:10-17 and was the serman enti
fled "God's Presence & God's Promise!” He stated that many know that they have Gad's pres-
ence; howewver, they do not know the power that they have, He continued by saying that there
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Delegate Reports on the 4th Session of the

Northwest Alabama Annual Conference
By honica Dilikunt
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musthe a change onthe inside. There s hould not be s imply decoratiors anthe sutside, butthere
must be same majar renovations from the irgide. He challenged the C onference to not limit God,
In spite of the circumstances, "God won't take vou, where His grace won't keep you”

Thursday, August 28th, hegan with hible study led by the Reverend Jermaing Richardsan His
lesson was from Psalm 100, Bishop Davis continued the © onference Institute with more discus-
zjons an the book Benoyvate or Die and continued to emphasze the need for growth.

St John wias well represented in the reports given on Thursday morning by the Reverend Sheri
amith Claybarn, whe gave the Ghristian Education Report for the Marthwest Conference, and Br.
Monica Billihunt, 8" Distict Koinonia Co-Director. Beth repors were well received. D uring the
pastoral reports, Bishop Davis emphaszed how important it i for the shepherd (pastor) to love
the people. He explained that being a preacher was not enough, butthat people want a "Pastor’,

Noonday Houwr of Power Wearship was led by the Beverend Charles Marie Davis and the Rewver-
end Bir. Debora Grant was the preacher. Her message was entitled "Tag, “You &re 1T" and the
text was Esther £14. She used the childhood game “Tag" and many ethers games that children
of her generation loved to play, to challenge woshippers to know their purpose, know their place,
and know their pawer,

The afternoon session brought more pastaral reports, including the
dynamic repot presented by Pastor Clayborn. Standing with the
Pastor were First Lady, the Rewverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, dele
gate Dr. Monica Dillihunt, aternate delegate Ms. Janette Smith, Mz,
Nedra MeBaniel, M. Eva Smith, Mr. Guy Ginn, Mr. Jason Gilmare,
Dr. Jeanette Jones, Rew. Dennpis Deleach, M. Eddie Sherrod, ks,

delegate shared highlights of the corference year, including infor-
rmation on the iThrive Minietry (Emerge, &rise and Friday Might
Live). She ako shared how thie ministry mentors to the youth inthe
sommunity and the ehurch. She was most excited about the young
peaple whose souk have been saved and the witnesses they have
| become to their family and friends. The delegate asked the Bishop
“to return Pastar Clayborn and his family as well as Elder and hirs.
cAllen Bishop Davs adinowledged that Pastor Claybarn had report-
ed the mest monies. raised and the most accessions in this confer
ENCE,

Pastor Claybom r.-.;|._.—.;-|-i|"ﬂiﬁﬁﬂ'.ﬁﬂﬁzﬂ'ﬂpprt, The Ordination Service was held Thursday night The Rewverend

< A Dennis Deloach was among the ordinands that evening. Bishap
William P. D eVeaus, presiding prelate of the 2™ Epscopal District of
the AME G hurch, was the preacher for the ordination service. Bshop DelWeaus's message was
“Raring Disciples” from Luke 5:1-11. BEhop DeVeau: asked the question, "Why don't we have
daring C hristians™' He then answered the: gquestion with the primary reasons being fear, afraid o
mave out of one's comfort one, and threatened by the unknown. He also shared that the rea-
sons peopleshould dare are because of the testimony of thase who have already done whatthey
are-abouwt to do, faith in God, trust confidence inwhe one & in God, and a good memory that re-
mines one to netmake a promise on Gods' behalfthat cannot be ke pt.

The Reverend Jermaine Richardson again led the bible study on Friday morning. His text was
from Mark B.The remainder of the conference repars were read on Friday, August30", including
the Trustee report that was read by Dr Jeanette Jones. Bishop D avie comtinued to remind the
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Conference II111é|’c the church & in thelf hands and i they do not make winning souls for the king-
dom and bringing in new people to their churches a priority, the church will die. He emphasized
that churches should be henestintheir reporting and ke responsikle forwhat s happening. They
must be willing to open their hands and their hearts to receive @ new restoration,

The Conference was honoredto have retired Bishop Carolyn Tyler Guidry visit and te bring greet-
ings. Repors continued until the noonday s ervice where the Reverend Sammie Melms brought
the message entitled, " The Odds Are Against Us Because the Decks Are Already Stacked.” He
expounded from Matthew 10:16-33; 2720023, He encouraged the Conference by explaining that
atthough there will be ups. and dewyns in life, "when the odds are against you, God is for you." &f
ter lunch @ memarialservice was held. The late Reverend Kenneth D. Johnson was amongthe
persons memorialzed. A retirement service was held to recognize these preachers who were
refiring. Armongthose honored was the Reverend Horace Fitchard, who & ason of St Jehn.

The Ghurch School lesson was presented by the Conference Church School on Friday afternoon,
& panel discussed presented the lesion by sharing their Iife
BXPETIENCES.

Led bythe Lay Cirganization, the Mew Lives in C hrist F ellow-
ship and Recopnition Service was held on Friday evening.
The Alahama ASNM Chair was featured ‘in goncert. St. John
had several members of the Lay Organization to attend and
five (80 new members attended, hs. Gloria Hurmphrey-
Harrie, M. Templena Stanley, Mr. Larry Stanley, hirs.
Joyee Cooper and i, Jason Gilmere, D & hMrs. Huging,
president and First Lady of Alabama A&M University were
ako present.

The ¥YPDers led the service on Saturday hMorning. S5t dohn
had 15 YPEBers in attendance, along with the Director Mrs.
Yvonne Sanderson, &ssitant Directar Ms, Kathlyn Dulaney,
and parents of some of the ¥Phers. Members of the Mie-
sionary Sopiety were also present to show their suppor,
Several youth paricipated in the choir and Agape dance. In
’ a bisiness session that preceded the service, Wallace Par-

i ham was elected the 2™ ‘ice President of the Morthwest
St.John%¥PD dance parficipants. Alabiaing B anfes s VA

The Clesing Worship Service began with an upbeat processional of the ministers of the Confer
ence and the singing of the hymn of prake. The Conference Choir again provided music for the
service and various minsters of the Conference paricipated inthe order efsemvice. The preacher
for the elosing service was retired BEshop John Hurst Adams, HiE message was entitled "lf's a
Privilege to Ask and Always Get an Amswer” with textfrom Matthew 7.7, He focused onthe op
partunity for pastars to ask God for whatthey need to minister and the assdrance of knowing that
God will abvays answer, The answer B abvays correct, meets the real need, and & spirtual, moar-
al, redemptive-and permanent

The -Annual Conference concluded with the commissioning service, St John welcomes back
Pasztor Pafrick Clayborn and Presiding Elder Oliver &llen. The delegates to this Annual Confer
ence were Dr. Monica Dillihunt and Ms. Janette Smith {atternate),

Let uz tale up the cross T we the crown oblain;
HAnd gladly rechon anl things foss, S0 we may Jesus gam.
- Charles Wesley
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St. John Celebrates and Recognizes
the Bettye E. Derrick Women's Missionary Society

On Sunday, August 11, 2013, the WS of St. John, under the leadeship of President Felicia Carter
and Past President Eleanor Burnett alorng with members, gathered for the 1050 a.m. worship service
to proclaim to all that the mission of the society still continues. The matrx for this: years theme,
"Touching People...Changing Lives” surely resounded from the Doxology to the Missionary Benedic-
tian.

Sister Claudinette: Purifoy- Fears delivered an eloguent welcome and occasion, She thanked the
church leadership and members for supparting the WME ministry as they strive to reach beyvaond the

. ehurch doors into the loeal and global eammunity, She stated the mission afthe WS includes train

ing and equipping members for an active work in service. The work of the mision in the AME
Church was establshed in 1224 and has over 8000
members. Missionary Fears reiterated that 5t
Johrs Society stands ready with open hands to
serve and they invite all women-of the church to join
hands with them,

Sister Sarah Alls, heautifulin spirit and eharm, was
presented the "Siver Member” award for her out-
standing zervice to the WS, She ako received
love tokers fram the YPDers, YWl members and
the society. Her Iife of faith, love and devotion &
deeply appreciated by her fellow church members.

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clavborn, the First Lady
and Executive Minkter of 5t John, delivered an
edifying sermon, challenging, nat anly the WS,
but te allin their daily wak with God. Hertextwas
from Galatiarms G.7- 10, and entitled "Don't Stop, s

s (Ieft with Pastor Clayborn and M, Bumett. | W orking.” Many times, she said, people act out of

ahligation, awaiding the "touch” A touch without
real commitment, @ 'burger-king touch, She cationed io give a touch of care, for many have been
touched in a wrang way. The WS must notstop or grow weary. Paul, the witer ofthe text stated
that one must not grow tired in doing good, Abate physical tredness. with endurance, "touching
lves." Shestressedthat ene should keep that exciterment tvat they had atthe beginning of the o
mitrment. The mission & charged to work, grow
ing inservice, even when one strives to give all,
and no ane thanks them and recognition & void.
How does one Keep on gaing, werking™ Accept
and govern anes self accordingly. Rids Warren's
analogy exemplified how strength & abtained by
cannecting with others. Cultivate strong relation-
ships as we work with others. Continuing, she
stated that Paul warned o feed others, love oth-
ers and -share the load. Rewv. Sheri said we
should continue. Ks working! The enermy wants
to discaurage and make one secand guess their
commitment. She said to rermember, WS must
continue to work to reap the harvest, twill not

L

_ W — . |
Th F;E‘E'FEI'M SLCLRE ISR LR SR come overnight, but surely will come,

Worhippes were emphatically reminded to pray and grow in God's spint Honor God far He sees
all. When we witness and relate the real story of how we've stoed, sometimes alone, we will benefit.
The harvest, she stated, enly cames at a given fime. Concliding, she said "Fer He will not forget all
you've done. Godloves us, WS, don'tstop , s Waorking!”
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The Rewerend
|

Appreciation Service Celebrated
the Work of the Pastor

By Parmela Whitehead

And we bessech you, breth-
fen, to imow them which l@bor
Fmong you, avd Sre over you
i the Lo, and admonish
youi ; And fo esteem fhem very
highily in lowve Jor Hhelr woncs
sahe.  EBe & peace among
yourgelveg, ¥

{ Thessalomians 5:12-13

The St- John Ghureh Famiby
jovfully celebrated the s piritual
work and tireless labor of the
Reverend Patrick DeWitt Clay-
borm, Ph.D. and family on
Sunday, August 15th at the
1000 am Worship Ser-
wige. Thespirnt of appreciation
filled the air as members pre-
pared for prage and worship

Shen Smith Claybom, Or. TeresgiFry Brown, gﬁﬂ CEMES R GEEE S with the theme "Celebrating
inthe sapgtfiary aterthe Appraciation Seruce. Visionary Leadership",

The semwice yielded to the Ho-
by Spirit with an upbeat and comemporary Order of Worship beginning with spitaal exaltation
through the exuberant singing of worship songs by the Sf. John Praise Team, under the musical
direction of Brother Dennis Deloach (now the Reverend Dennis D eLoach), The congregation joyfully
engaged inthe wership serice by lifting their ¥oices in prake as the deeply meaningfulsong selec
tions minstered to spirtual needs. The worship experience continued with the D oxology and G all to
Viarship by the Reverend Charles Glover, The opening hymn was sung by the choir and congrega
tan with heartfelt emotion followed by a special rendering of the song "Behold the Lamb" leading
into the morming prayer by Brether Clifton Pearsan, A choral response was affered with the singing
of "Thark You, Lard',

Enhancing the pregramwith youthful prage was the C hildren's Cheir under the musical guidance of
Sigter Mary Rankin. The angelic voices of jniorsoloists: Patrich Clayborn |1 {F2), Anthony Harbin,
Kimberly Whitehe'ad, and Janise Williams along with the entire children's ehoir was a spirtual de
light! Additionally, Siter Thalia Love Brown ministered through a light-hearted mathematicalbiblical
lesson that reminded the children that "ore alvays equak twa” (in the Spirt) because God 5 AL-
WAYS with you! The warship service continue d with the reverent reading of scripture, Halakkuk 21
-4, by Sister Medra McDaniel folloewed by a gracious welcome and occasion by Skter Pamela
Whitehead. The viEitors and special guests were recognized by Brother Cliftan Miller and all re-
ceived the traditional "W arm St John Welcome" during the fellamship moment  The church family
was especially blessed by several visitors and the presence af Mr, and Ms. Gerald and Cassandra
Smith, parerts of the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn.

The spirit of gratitude continued a the church worshiped through the giving ef tithes, offerings; and
love tokens, The prayer of thanksgiving was offered by Brother Eddie Sherrod and a special ltany
paying homage to Pastor Clavborr's spirftual galling, preparation, education and training was aw
thored by SeterJeanete Jones and read responsively by the cangregation:

St John's Liturgleal Brance Minstry minstered with great anointing and creativity through the pag
eantry of flage and interpretve movernent to the song, "Greater & Coming' under the direction of

Ol applireien Lot et )
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St. John Represented at Annual
MNorthwest Alabama Conference WWMS Convention

By Beanar Bumett

The members of the Betty E: Cerrick Women's Mesionary Society of 8t John were very excited 1o
be attending the Annual Converntion of the Morthwest Alabama Corference Women's Mesionary So-
cigty. They were all buzzing about 5. John's Executive Minister, the Reverend Sher Smith Clay-
bern, bringing the Hour of Power sermaon.

The delegation left St. John very early on Tuesday, August 27, 2013, under the leadership of Prest
dent Felicia Carter, and underthe protective care of van driver, Brother Lars &very, wha treated the
ladlies ke queens.

The business session of the conference was called to order by the Maorthwest Alabama Conference
President, Patricia B. Smith, Sister Dorothy Davie gave the meditation and invited Christ into. the
meeting: The missionaries understood that with Christ's help, things would go well and a5 planned.
Elections were held, reparts from area coordinators were given, and committee reports wére made.
The Business Session was clesed by Mother &relis Beavers Davis, Minth Epscopal Dstrict Epecepal
Supervisor, and Ms. Carolyn Cummings, Minth Episcopal District W IMS President, They thanked eve
ryone fartheir hard work insemving God by serving others,

The Tanner Turnel Memarial Service honored those members who have gone home to take their rest
atter years af hard waik in His garden. The Memaorial clesed with the MEsionary pramise o ga and
o greater and better works.

During the Moon Day Service, the howse was brought dowr and built back up by the Reverend Sheri
Smith Clayborn. Shetold the howse that "all have Esues, but God has fringe benefits," The Reverend
Clayborn took her text fram Luke B, She referenced the story of the worman with the ssue of blowd.
She noted that atthough the woman had spent all that she had, she was not defeated because she
pressed herway tothe Onewho holds all Esves in His hands. She further stated that this COne& Je
sus and is the "Fringe Benefit' foi believers. St. John was proud of this spirf-filled messenger who
dllowed her body to be the vessel through which He bleszed the miEsionaries and minksters of the
MNaorthwest Conference. Throughout the Annval Conference, references ta "Fringe Benefits” were
made by Behop Davis and ather ministers.

The evening service was tuly @ "night in white” at the Fairfield ©wic Center. Ewveryone, from the
Bishop to Pastar Clayborn, look ed gaod in white. After all of the mourning and "l da not want to weal
awhite sut” from the men, they stood out in their white suits. All this writer can say & “WOW" "Wow"
"Amen, Amen, Amen.”

The preacher for the "Might in White" service was the Reverend Doctor Glenda F, Hodges, Br, Hodyg-
es holds marny titles and positions, among those s member of the Judicial Council of the AME
Church, The sermon was entitled "Will the Real Church Please Stand Up" and the text was WMatthew
18:1:3-19. She began the message with a description of the felevision show "To Tell the Truth” and
followeed with points on how to identify what & and & not the “real’ chureh: She stated that the
church that & not “real’ has @ misguided purpose, mismanaged members and misaligned ministry.
Accerding to Dr. Hodges, Peter understood what the real church was; the "real’ church is a holy tfem
plefor the Lord that stands en asolid rock .,

Follawing this sutstanding message, Behop Davies led the candlelight ceremony. What an amazing
wiay to.prepare for the Fourth Session of the MorthwestAlabama Annual Conference, The Miesionar-
ies setthe tone for-the remainder of the week.
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St. John Welcomes AAMU Athletic Department

By Bridget J. Flayd

The Athletic Department of Alabama A & M University worshipped with 5t John on Sunday, August
25", during the 1050 a.m, service. The Male Chorus, Praise Team and the Liturgical D ance Mini-
try provided imspirational musical interpretation that elicited enthusiastic respanses from the corr
gregants, Rewverend Sheri Smith Clavborn greeted 5t John's special guests and delivered the call
to worship. Rewverend C harles Glower offered prayer, The Old and Mew Testament readings were

e provided = by Ashley
Forman { 280U Walley-
ball Teami and Theran
Rice (AfMU  Football
Team), respectively.
hr. Anthomy BPaniek
weleamed visitors.
hr. Bryan Hicks, Direc-
tor of Athletics, recog-
nzed the athletic staff
and students. The
chureh was filled to the
brim and the spirt was
enhanced by the ser
monic -selection  of
"How Great & Our
God? after the prayer
of  Thanksgiwing by
Reverend Meriam Gar-
ret.

Pastar Patrick  Clay-
borm  hbrought an en-
couraging  message.
Hie text wa  Psalm
137 14 and he fo
cused onthe query of a captive people, as to how they could sing the Lord's song In a strange land.
Pastar Claybam recommended, and spoke on the topic, "Sing Your Seng”. He explained that this
- means o fulfill God's specific eall, ar sing one's own song,
raot that of someone else. He gave the example of D ayid
slaying Goliath in his own way, not emulating Saul or other
warriors. He also cautioned agairst warnting something that
belongs tosomeans eke, in that there & no way of knowing
the cost to the other peson in obiaining that "song” ar gift.
Or. Claykorn also encouraged "following the conductor”,
drawing the comparson of the negative result of net: deing
sa, in an actual musical peformance. He emphasized the
importance of singing "the way God directs us and in God's
time signaturs”.

Dr. Clayborn noted the significance of singing as . a part of
ones faith and thatthis i cited inthe Bible, Howewver, itwas
difficult for the Israelites to =ing as instructed by their cap-
tors, in that they were singing for enmtertainment.” They were
* angered and saddened by their situation and were not in-
» clined to sing and were angered te the point of praising
* fhose who would kill the babies of their enemies. Dt Clay
"— barn encouraged that when in the midst of anger and des-
i pair orne should SING DESPITE THE CIRCUMMSTANCES!
‘Mdlhunally he indicated that it & important 1o “remember

AL L) e (g i S
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St. John Welcomes AAMU Athletic Department

By Bridget.). Flayl
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what God did for us” although it may not change the circumstances it can serve to change the per
san's pempective, enabling himier to cope. This can be done by remembering that "f God has
hlessed s before, He will de tagain”. Paster Clavborn highlighted the sarg "We've Come This Far
by Faith”, Heinterspersedsongs throughout his sermento highlight points &5 needed,

Fastor Clayborn noted that the [sraelites remembered their mistaies and that despite their "national
sin" they considered how God had blessed them and in lke manner, believers today should
"consider how God has blessed us despite our wrongdoings.” Finally, the captive Israelites "had
hepe that there would be an end te their suffering”. 25 such, Pastor Clayborm encowaged the con-
gregants to "sing yoursong anwway''. He stated furtherthat although Jesus was killed, "HIS SONG
WAS NOT KILLER", but lived an, He ended with the query, "WHAT'S Y OUR SONGT

The message extolling fath, redemption, and perseverance was well received. The imvitation was
extended,

St . John's special guest were invited to partake of dinner that had been prepare d with the option of
geating in'the Fellowship Hall ar taking their meal as a "camryout’. A delicious mealwas provided by
the Food Ministry, and those whe "dined in" as well a "camied ouf’ seermed very pleased. The pre-
cess was most efficientinserving a large number of persors while extending "warm hospitalty”, =t
John thanls Brother Ron and Sieter Patricia Melrntosh, 2013 chairpersons, far their sernvice.

St. John looks forward to this annual activity to encourage the students in their academic pursuits
and =afe athietic contests |

Students enjoy fellewwship and food after the service.
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Appreciation Service Celebrated
the Work of the Pastor

By Pamela Whitehead

AL o sl e e

Siter Jennifer Patterson,

Brother Guy Ginn gave an endearing introduction of the guest preacher, the Reverend Teresa Fry
Browen, Ph.C., Hetoriographer and Executive Directar of Research and Scholaship, African Method
izt Episcopal Ghurch. The introduction was followed by the sermonic selection, "We Offer Praise".

The serman title, "On the Job Courage' was taken fromthe hiblical text, 2 Samuel 2320, The Rew
erend Fry Browwn, vividly described a utopic Peter Pan World of efficient church operations, elear
communication, genuine fellasship, and effective leadership in contrast to the realty of churches
whose climates are plagued with debiltating Esues such & disharmony, financial distress, power
stuggles and hidden agendas. |ttades on the job eourage to address these types of problems.

The courage exhibited by Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, whe went down into a pit on a snowy day and
slew 3 lion was the primary feews of the messape. God sometimes sends a person to plages they
never dreamed that they would go, but they must trust God and go anyway, In ministy, one must
face many lions. Thusly, courage &5 a job requirement if one i5 going to-do He will. Maya Angelou s
guoted as saying "Cowrage & the most impertant of all the vitues because without courage, you
can't practice amy other vitue consstenth”. & person of courage has to have faith. Just llke Benaiah,
the edds may seem stack ed against them, but courage and faith give them the edge when geing into
the pit. There are allegarical liers that seek & destroy, tear down and change & peson's God-
determined destimy, but take codrage and face the lion. Chistians must leverage their power and
influenee to address issues rather than engage in counterproductive and spirtually draining e
fighting. When they have courage lice Benaiah and wear their owwn armor while engaging in the tools
of their trade (lke David who s law Goliath) they can be victorious. God prepares persons.to do the
wotk that He has for them to do. Be eneour-
aged! Do not give up when difficult challenges are
encountered for God says, "l am with you always
even until the end” [Mathew 28200, "For God has
not given us a spirit of fear, but of powwer and of love
and of a sound mind" {2 Timothy 17) Gad has
equipped believers with everything they need to go
down inte the pit where the snow & falling and slay
alion. When God has called, aneirnted, and appoint:
ed someone to. go down into the pit, they should
taie courage, and go.

Following the sermon, special presentations were
made by Brother Hodges Washington, with assis-
tance from Sister Medra Mclaniel and Sister Pam
Whitehead, There was ewven & special delvery
brought by the Spiritual Express Security & Delivery-
- man, Brother Ray Sconiers!

Pastor Clayborn thark ed the 2t John Chureh Fami
by for all of the love, support, and other ack of kind-

F 1 1 ness . that have heen shown to the fist family this
i ] past conference wyear. With sincere gratitude, he
Pd rE'l:'-Ei'l.E.'i gif=" i} special preSentetions concluded his acknewledgements with the beautiful

melodic singing of "To God Be the &lory.

Prate God for the collectve efforts of Brother Guy Ginn, Committee Chairpersan, the Pastor's Ap
preciaion Committee, the Stewards, program paticipants, and the entire 5t John Family for a Job
wiell done!
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Grandparents, It is Good to be Remembered!iiii
By.Jehn and Leis Clayhsm

What's in-a hame? Fandpaments are knowh By many names, Some are: Memaw, Nana,
zrahny, Granddaddy, Foley Grandfather, Grandmother, z Ma, Paw FPaw, Grandma and the
Jst gnes on, What malters is that these gre considered names that are endeared by the

Grandparents become the patriarchs or matiarchs of the famib, Children are

taught to respect the elderly; those with increased wisdom due to the time spent
here on Earth, Regarding wisdorm, the Message translation states: “Wever wali
auay fom Wisdom - she guarde yowr life; love her - she keeps her eye on you,

6

emderstanding! Throw your ams aownd her - beffeve me, jou wont egret /) ney-

w w B Ahove 3 and bebre i, do this: Get Wisdom ¢ Wiite thiz at the top of your st Get

er gt hergo - shell mate yow e glodous. SheW garand your ik with grace,

shell festoon your days with beauty, " (Proverbs 4 6-8) [t is hopeful that our grand
children absorb this wedom thattime gives to the matriarchs and patriare hs.
Grandparents often become caretakers of the grandchildien. The children may be

read to, homewark chedked, speclal dshes are prepared or caies or cookies are baked for seme
special occasion, Breakfast, for some & a must. Perhaps Five Guys & a favorite, lke our grandson,
Pat2: Most grandparents are major farces in providing a religious badsground for the grandehildren.
The Rewverend Doctor Claybor's grandrmother taught hirm how to prayg. 1| Timothy 1: 5 states that,
"When | eall to rememibrance the unfeigned faith that i in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmather
Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and | am pesuaded thatin thee alko.” We pass itan to our ghildren and
grandchildren:

Some grandparents are no-nonsense types while others may be very humorous. Al dsplay a great
love for their grandchildren. We da realize that our role = to help and not overshadow the life or lves.
of the grandchild er grandchildren nor should we interfere with parental instructions,

FParents may not-understand why we averindulge the grandchildren's fantasies andior desires. We
are gratefulthat God has given us this ime to be a part of their lives. We praise Him and continual by
magnify His holy mame.

The Soup Kitchen is SOUPER!

By Barbara Johngon

"He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forewer”
Psalm 111:5

St John's Food Serwice Minstry is really codeing! A goal ef serving 1000 meak was set
at the beginning of the 2013 comference year by the Soup Kitchen Minstry. We're so
proud to report that 2= of September 3, 2013, 5t John's "Souper” Kitchen has served
1,011 meak and there are still foun <k months ta gol-'Well done Food Service Ministry!

Congratulatiors "Souper” Kichen Minstry Committes; M. Myhand, WMrs, Peoples, M. Brooks,
Mr=. Allen, Mrs. Faulette Williams, and many others wha volunteer on Tuesdays or donate food ar
manetary contrilyutions,
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St. John Participates in
the 2013 Community

Awareness for Youth
By Barbara Johnson

When August ralls around, Hurtswville knows i
B CAFY Twme! Community Awareness for
Youth (CAFY) B a city —wide event sponsored
by the Huntsville Police Department. CAFY s
focus s to demorstrate care and eoncern far
the: youth of the Huntsville Madsan County
area. There are four main pillars of success
that are emphasized during the event: Health,
Physical Fitness, Education and Careers

Established in 2011, thie was the third year for
GAFY, The attendance has grawn frem 1,000
the first year to almest 2,000 this vear. Every-
thing was free tothe public. Five hundred badk
packs filed with some school supplies were
diztributed to children of all ages. The parfick
pation of businesses and non-profit organzas
tions supporting the event-has ako increased.
Crwer 100 vendors set up booths and distribut-
ed informatve [iterature to the community.

& rnew eventwas added-Madison County's Get
Talent.. There was siff competiton hetween
several groups, & well as, individuals. The
judges were challenged to. crown a first sec
ond and third place winner at the end of the
pedarmances.

This event = velunteer driven. It could not have
happened without the support of churches, so
rarities, fraternities and other cormmunity wolure
teers. 5t John AME has been a strong sup
porter of CAFY singe s ineeption in 2011,
Pastor Clayborn gave the invocaton at the
opering ceremony for the wery first CAFY
event. The Sons of Allen have been on board
frorn the start, paking ¢ars and providing secu
rity. hidr. Hodges Was hington and other mem
bems of The 100 Black Men have participated
annualy, The Lowves, Randy and Rickshel,
joined the team and wolunteered this yvear,

Planning for the next event will begin in the
spring of 20104 As D1 Harry Hobks, HPD
Gommunity Relations Cfficer and chalrperson
of CAFY, always says, "There's always reom at
the tabkle for those whae are concerned about
the wouth in this cihy” Consider joining the
team. This writer serves as the CAFY Wolun
teer. Coordinater and | would leve for mare 51
John members to getinvelved and support this
wearthwhile event.

The Talk

By Paulette Bargon

Do wou have a neighbor, long-time friend or
family member who does not hawve Christ in
their Ife? You know the one whom yau can
count on when you need help at any ime during
the day er night. They are usually the life of the
party, always have a hig smile and hug for eve-
rvone.  They are first to donate to a worthy
cause and they will come tothe aid of friend or
stranger wheneverthey are introuhble.

You are concernedthat they do not have a rela-
tiors hip with God. So you try to invite them to
youl church. They tell you that they de not like
"mrganized religion” arthe usual reply i, "l goto
the chureh of St Mattress.” Cr "I'm spiritaal, |
just don't ke going to church”. You might at-
tempt te invite them to a church service or bikle
study @ few more times but you decide to quit
trying because you do net want te embar ass
them and besides you do not wantte lose thei
friends hip.

We akvays imvite people to church because we
think this a good thing to do and wou are right, it
5. Butwe ako need to sit them doawn and hawve
The Tak We must not let risk of losing a
friendship or embarrassing someone deter us,
We often fail te tell therm why we: love the Lord
fou must let them knowe what He has done for
wou and how God's grace and mercy help you
thiough sickness and freubled times. &nd all
Godwants in return & our love, praise, ane obe-
dience. | am not saying that this tak will instant-
by change them but our purpose & 1o keep tak-
ing and praying until we see a change or until
God changes our prayer!

He som manded us o preach tothe people and
to testify that He iz the one whom  God apooint-
ad ag judge of the fving and the dead. Al the
pookets festify aboat him that everyone wha
believes i him eceives forgfveness of sn
throwugh Risname. Acts 104243

Official Board
Reading List

Pastar Clayborn has announced the latest
bock on the Official Board reading list, All Offk
cial Beard members and imterested chureh
members are urged to read Five Fractices of
Fruitful Congregaions by Robert Sehnase. The
CHficial Board will begin diEcuwsing this book =t
the October meeting.
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October is National
Depression and Mental

Health Screening Month
By BridgetJ. Fla

In Cctober there B an effort to increase publc
anareness regarding mental ilness. For 2013,
Mental |liness Awareness Week & designated
& Dotober 7 through Octaber 13", "Mational
Depression Screening Day" (NDSD) will be
October 10th. The day & ako designated as
"Mational Bipolar Awareness Day’. Typically
on this day there are opportunities to he
screened for depression at local mental heath
agencies, at na charge.

There & a8 difference hetween "the blues" and
major depression. While a pemson might he
zad for a few days, clinical depression requires
symplons to be present for at least several
manths. Major depression & different from
bereavement or coping with the less of a loved
one, Sadness B a notmal part of life.

Symptorrs of depression include sad or de-
pressed mood, which may be characterized by
crying spels. There may be an Increase of
decrease in appetite and associated weight
gain or loss. A perseon may bhe unakle to sleep
or wak e up frequently; atternatively, they may
sleep excessively. Persons with depression
often have problems with fatigue, memory and
concentration problems, anger or ircitability,
There might be feelings of helplessness,
worthlezsness, hopelessness, and guit. There
might: be thoughts of suicide or death. In chik
dren, liehavior prablems may be an indicator of
depression. Symptoms may be brought on by
several factors. There may be a reaction ta
enviranmental stressors and'or there may he
an imbalance in certain  neurotrarsmiters
(brain chemicak). In some instances there
may be a famiky history of depression

Depression can be preventable and & treata-
ble. There & treatment available whether a
person i= dealing with depressed feelings
which are broughton by stress or whetherthey
hawve had symptoms. for several months . or
years. Research indicates that cognitive he-
hawioral therapy is the most effective psycha-
therapewtic technigue to treat depression.
Peychotherapy can be augmented with medi
gation. There are seweral medications which
hawve been shown to be effective in treating
depression.

I, o Arail ral oviger - )

Are You

Maklnag the Grade?

By Barbara Joabrison

The: 5t Jbohn's ~cademles . Meeting Excel
lence Tutarial Pragram will help you make the
grade you want this year. Tutars will be availa-
ble to assist students in grades K-12 with any
academic: need, Tutoring sessions  will be
scheduled an Wednesday evenings, fram 430
proote 620 pm. W you cannotmeet on Wednes-
days, special arrangement of appaintments
with tutors will ako be available for student,
Wile want to make sure ewery opporunity &
made available for our students to be success-
ful.  Tutars will be present to assist you with
long term twtoring, prep for a test, er-support
understanding a certadin concept, Your success
5 our primary goal.

Nrs. Lauregtta Teague is the coordindor for
o Jehn's A MME Tutaring Program. Tutor-
ing applicatiors are located oukide the church
office.

The first mesting for all persons interested
in tutoring with the St. John's Academic
Meeting Excellence Tutor Program sheould
meet with Mis, Teague and Ms. Johnson an
Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 5:30 pm.

The KMIGHTS (Meighbars |meesting in Great
Horzens far Terific Students) Tutonng Pre
gram & Davis Hills Middle Szhool will begin
the week of September 23" All persons irter-
ested in tutoring at Davis Hills will need to &t
tend am arientation session en Tuesday, Sep-
tember 24, 2013 at 10:00 am,

. Barbara Johnson B the coordinatar for tu-
tors at Davis Hills Middle School

PayPal

Online Giving Is Easy
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Church School Lesson Overview — October 2013

Thise month's Church School Lesson reviews
wwere wiritten by Willie Sandifer,

Cctober &, 2013

Leszon Title: & Promise of Land
Lesson Scripiare; Genesis 12:1-7;
157-21; 178

Frint: Genesi 15:7-21

Devotional Songs: #424(], #272 ], and #2443 []

T3:1-18,

Key “Werse: "The Lord made a covenant with
Ahram, saying, untothy seed have | given this
land, fram the river of Egypt unto the great
river, the river Euphrates” (Genesis 15180,

Application: To align aurselves & bestwe
can with God's ways and totrustin Hie plan for
aur lwes,

This lesson centers on God's corfirmation and
reiteration of He covenantwith Ahram to give
him the Promied Land, This time He delineat-
ed the bounelaries of the Promised Land. God,
who owns the world, can give any part of it te
whomewer He pleases.

Today the nation of lsrael & surrounded by
hostile klamic nations. Israel B autnumbered
about twenty-te- one. The natiors and powers
of the waorld seem to feel they can dictate
where kraels beoundaries should be. Some
gven question the right of lsrael to ke there ar
to cewnarmy land at all. Seweral of the neighhor-
ing natiors have vowed to wipe lsrael off the
map, However, Isragl's right to exist as a na-
fion and their possession of the Land of Prome
Ee are not maters far man's speculation or
freaty. God, who owns the earth, promised the
land ta Abram and his descendants.

Cctober 413, 2013

Les=zon Title: & Promiseto Sarah

Lessan Scrpture; Genesis 171517 18:8-15;
21:1-7

Print: Geness 17:15-97; 18:8-15; 211-7
Devotional Songs: #37E[); #253[]; and #243]

ey Verse: "lIs amything too hard for the Lord™
At the time appointed | will return unte thee,
dccording to the time of life, and Sarah shall
have ason’ (Geness 18:14,

Application: To trust God's Word and His
character in aur daity wiak andworship

In this lesson, an extremely defailed sxample
of prephecy and its fulfillment commands owr
attention.

We have seen God atwaode in the "big picture”
pars of Creation, the Flood and the dispersing
of the people by confounding their languages
We must neverforget He & alk e the God of the
individual, the smallest detail, and the fulfill
ment of the desires of a godly man or woman,
God had pramised a land to Abraham and his
desecendant forever while Abraham had no
children. Even when Abraham tried to remedy
this "owersight' by having a child by a maidser-
vant of Sarah, God did the miraculows & com-
plete His promise to Abrakam.

The detaik of God's dealing with the godly cow
ple, Abraham and Sarah may seem to he a
wvery small part of human history, but they are
of prime importance in the spirtual realm, God
does the impessible and promies that which
onk He gan perform. His promises and their
fulfillment are not capricious. They are part of
Hi great eternal plan for Man's redemption
and His Son' s glarification,

October 20, 2013

Lesson Title: & blessing tor Ishmas and
=T el

Lessan Scripture: Genesis 151-6; 16:1-17:27,
27:8-21,26:1-25

Print Genesis 21:12-14, 17-21; 26:2-5, 12-13
Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #&4500; #2521 [,
and #243 []

Hey Verse: "In Baacshall thy seed be called,
And ako of the son of the bondwarman will |
make a nmation, because he & thy
seed” (Genesis 21:12-13),

Application: To despen our trust in and
cammitment to God and His Ward.

This lesson lays out the blessings of &Abra
ham's soms, even though ane of them had not
been part of God's promie,

It was one thing for God to promise Abram the
land and rename him Abraham, “the father of
multitudes." t was quite anether for Him to
make this: happen in real life and real time.
Abraham had ne children, and Sarah was well
beyvond childbearing age. At Sarabh's sugges-

e EoT T S L
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Church School Lesson

L R

fion, Akraham fathered a son Ehmael, by Ha-
gai, his weife, Sarah's handmaid. God reaf
firmed His premige to &braham and included
Sarahin his promie that the twe of the m would
have-asaon.

Mew both sors, Ishrael and kBaac, were pre-
sent with Abraham. A major proklem had aris-
en between Sarah and her son, 1saac, and Ha-
gar and her son, Ehmael How could God fulfil
His pramise and bring blessing 1o both sons in
such a difficult situation™

Cetober Z7, 2013

Lessan Title: The Blessing Conwveyed to Ja-
cob

Lesson Seripture: Genesis 27 :19-20; 28:1-4, 10
SI2, 320430, 358-15

Frint; Genesis 28:10-22

Tentative Devotional Songs: #4412 []; 282, -and
#2406 ]

Key “erses: "Behold, | am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again inte this land; fer | will net
leave thee, until | have done that which | have
spoken to thee of' [(Gepesis 28:15)

Applicgion: To deepen our trust in and
commitment to God and His Word,

In this |esson we see how God's blessing on
Ahraham was continued and confirmed with his
grandson Jacob. Wery few life stories are as
interesting and instrugtive as the story of Ja-
cobk, He bhegan a & person who took ad-
vantage of his brother and father and ended as
a changed pemson, & prince with God

We continue to follew the life and experiences
of Jacob and the blessing God conferred upon
Abraham and his descendams. In Abrahamwe
see @ man of great faith and belief in the word
of the Lord. Isaac could perhaps be viewed as
hawving less stature a5 a man of faith when
compared with Abraham, but the promise still
rested on him. In-Jacob we see a8 man with
whom we can more easily identify, a man of
mary failings and flaws. God continues the
blessing of Abraham on Jacob. The land would
still belong to him and Hi descendants, and
the premised Messiah would cerainly come
through his line, God revealed Himselfto Jacob
and ‘then established a woiking relationship
with him.

Church School
Book Club

Septermber 2013
Bscussion Date: 28 September
1000 A M, — 1120 A M,
Daddy Was 2 Mumber Rurner, Loukse Merrk
wether, 2002

Cetober 2013
DEcussion Date: 26-Cotober
1000 A W —11 30 A

Preacking to the Choir, Wayne L. W ald, 2003

Wald gwes ehureh musicians -a welcome 18-
mindet of iwhat we are really about and’ I.rgh'gﬂhl!
are about it. In what is parthy & “"howto do-it',
hut essentially a “why-to-de-it" book, Wald :Ilsr_a
cusses planning for worship, choosing musie,
leading rehearsalks, teaching, and caring far the
spiritial ife of both cheir members and directors
in an easiky iu:ﬂssihﬂ! often hum:r:l.s, ln:l
ultimately profound way,

Soup Kitchen
SERVICE

"Lk e good stewards of the manifold grace of
God, serve ane another with whats oever gift
each of you has received” — | Peter 4:10

The dictionary defines service as "an act of
helpful activity” Service & an action, ltis one
of the mest fulfilling actiors ane cantake

Being of service requires thought and effart, but
the rewards are immeasurable. The Soup Kiteh
en Minstry & hlessed as they segh to be a
meaningful minstry 1o those who are served in
the "Soup Kitchen” anthethird and fourth Tues-
days of eagh month. Through service, they set
the law of giving and receiving in motion, Their
prayel &ta genuingly strive to provide "acts aof
helpful activity” to those in need. May God bless
thie ministry and these whose lives have been
tauched,

When persors give in sendice to others, they
are blessed in return!
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St John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

September 23, 2013 Men's Day, 10:00 a.m., Presiding Elder Andrew Haltz, Guest Preacher
Mowvember 7-3, 2013 Ninth District Aanning Meding, Fairfield Civic Center

Mo wvember 16, 2013 South Birmingham Hurtsiille Bessemer Planning Mesting,
Stodohn Huntswille

Weleome back "Pastor Clayborn, Rev. Sheri and P2/

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lo * and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved . Romans 10:9

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

There Is a Healing
Exodus 1526; James 5:14-18

Twe months age, God laid en my heart to preach a series of sermons on healing. | initially
thought | was to begin immediate by; however, my pathway tock a detour until this October. As
God would have i, these messages are happening in the midst of three national ohservances;
breast cancer amareness, awareness around depression and mental health, and bulking pre-
vention, The everarching thesis each week is simple; God has a healing for each and every
one of us!

When we celebrated Pink Sunday {October 133, we invited Mr. Dwight Pope to give his testime-
ny about breast cancer. He testified abouttaking eare ef his mother inthe lastthree vears of her
Iife & she dealt with breast cancer. He urged us toseesilence as the realkiller, and hetold us
the hest way to healing & through being ocpen —even abowt something wrong in our bodies,
That & true for bullying and depression. Zilence around these Esues allows bullving and de-
pression to fester and warsen. Gregory C. Ellison, Il, in his ook Cuat Dead But SHY Afve: Car
ing for African Am evican Young Men, says that one of the ways to healing & fearless dialogue.’
In fearless dialogue, the one who suffers must tell her or ke story from her or his point of view.
Ewven if the story b5 tragic, there & healing in being akle te share that pain as an authority,
Please note that a dialogue wually involves more than one spe a er and the activity of lstening.
This i5 why James could ask if there were any sick- among those who gathered in Jesus name,
He irstructed them fo call upon the elders of the church (testify 1o the pain). Inso daing, the
elders were to |lsten and then respend with prayer and anointing (James 5:1418%, In fearless
dialogue, those who suffer are to share their pain with a "community of reliable others™ ~the
glders. When the elders hear and listen, they should respond with faith-filled prayer, anointing;
directions to atherapitl, couns elor, or physician; and a call to the church for care. When this &
done, miracles happen!” Recallthe story of Legion in Mark 5:1:20. He and Jesus carry out'a
fearless dialogue, where he admit that he & possessed by a legion of dermors,  Jesus allowes
him to see his situation from a "pig's point of wiew!” Jesws casts the demors in the pigs [ at the
demons' request), and the pigs run off @ cliff, When the man sees that demors — perhaps i
spired by the abuse and bullying ofthe Reman seldiers in his area — have nothing good fo offer,
hes delivered

Paslor Pakick B.Ckyborn, Ph.D.

The real essence of all healing — healing of body, mind, spirit, finances, family, relatiorships,
and wocation —is hope. Ellison calls itan “interrupting hope.

Imterrupting hope & a disrupting desire for... change thatis generated and sustained in a
community...that names difficulties, enviEions new possibilities, and inspires wok fo-
wiard trarsformation..., An interrupting hope & a stopgap that reroutes the tosic flow of
rage.... Interrupting hope encourages those [unseen and unheard] to...spead...”

L b e e M

'Gregory . Blison, I, St Cead But S5V Alve  Carfng for Affcan Amercan Young Akn (Mashwille: Abing-
don Press, 2013), 48-72.

“Ikid, 137-160.

id ., T07-136.

“Ibid., T3-106 ,

*Iid.
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Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church
2013 Men's Day Worship Celebration

By The Reverend Charles E. Glover, Hinerant-Elder

Warshippers gathered to. celebrate with the men of Saint John African Methodist EpEscopal
Church intheir2012 annual Mer's Day Service. The sanctuary was filled with great jov and ex-
citernent Even before the official opening afthe service, ane could serse the presence of the
Haoly Spirit and the expectation that God was going to do something extraordinary today. With
there being only one service for the day, the church was filled to capacity, on the floor and the
balcormy. The Sors ‘of Allen, under the dynamic leadership of WMi. Theodore Tyson (Local Sons
of Allen President) and Pastor Clayborn, planned and supported this: great occasien. The 2013
theme was the same as the 8" Episcopal District, "Rekindle Eternal Vision Inspiring Wictary Eve
rpwhere (REVIVEL" Brother Tomrmy
Andemon (former Sors of Allen presk
dert) pgreeted conpregants with a
hearty morning greeting and present
ed the church announcements. Sub
sequently, Pastor Clayborn came and
jubilantly proclaimed that "we are as-
sembled for ane purpose and that is
to Prase the Lard from whom ALL
blessings flow" Brother Tyson led
the Call to Worship. The congrega
tion was led in song by the mighty
voices of the Saint John Men's Che-
rus, who opened the service with one
of the great hymrs of the church,
hymn number 87, "We Prage Thee
Ol God" The woices of those as-
sembled resounded with grateful
hearts and thankfulness for the many
blessings the Lard had bestowed up
! on them thus far in 2013

Musical s ele ctions mfere rendered by the 2. Jehn Male Chorus, underthe di
rection of Wir. Lanrence Souffrant. The Reverend Dr. James Johrsan of-

fered the Morning Prayer that reminded
everyone thatthey are nothing without God, but, with Him, they have everything. With God, "we
are more than conquerors through Christ who loves " (Romars B:237) Brother Karl Gullatte
read the rorming seripture, which was taken fram Jeremiah, Chapter 18, verses 1-8. Dr. Lee
Williarms || led the songregation in the reading of the Men's Day Litamy.. The Litany was wvery i
spiring and affered spirtual nugges in compas-
sion and brotherly lowe. The Litany's ending cap
turedthe essence of God's severeignty instating
that “The greatest force on earth & not the come
pulsion of law, but the compassion of love, be
cause whenwe know that God's hand & in every
thing, we can leave everything in God's hand”
Afterthe Male Chorus rendered another selection,
Brother Dariis Scott, ane of the newest and
voungest members of the Sons of Alen at Saint
John, gave the secasion for this eelebration. He
enthusiastically gave an acronym of "MR" (Men's
Day) and further graced the congregants with a
vouthful and heartfelt greeting. Brother Ray
Sconiers welcomed those wvisting Saint John for
fsemrvice. Mumerous viEitlors were present from
e

D arrius Seott gives the sceasion,
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2013 Men's Day Worship Celebration

L T iy |

aeross denominational lines to include Pastars from Baptet and AME Churches . Representative
Laura Hall, elected efficial in the Alabama LegiElature representing Bistrict 19, ako blessed con
gre gants with her presence.

The worship of giving through tithes and offerings was recewved and Brother Justn Yok effered
the Prayer of Tharksgwing. Pastor Clayborm introduced the Guest Preacher, the Reverend Dr.
Andrew T, Hollz, Jr., Presiding Elder, Ozark- Troy District.  After the singing of the sermonic
hyrn, “Jesus Christ Isthe Way" hythe Male Chernis, Presiding Elder Holz came forth centinuing
the mowve of the Haoly Spirit with a soul stirring rendifon of the sang, "Lord Prepare We to be a
Sanctuary, Az the Holy Spirt minlstered to the hearts of those inworship, Presiding Elder Holtz
tock his textfrom Nehemiah, Chapter 2, verses 1-6.

Presiding Elder Holiz's subject was
"R EVIVE-R ekindling Eternal Vision
Imepiring  ictory Ewverywhere:-The
Actual Thought Te Fix Something’.
He began his sermbon with the prent
e that all, at times, have followed
the old adage of “If & ain't broke,
don't fie t". If something & woking
"somewhat fine”, leave it alone, As
wee moved aleng in life's trivmphs we
often forget that success does bring
a level of comfort, akhough ternpo-
rary and shert lived. What happens
when something & broken? Mot nec-
essarity  edtermally, but  internally,
emotionally, and spirtualky. That bro-
ken piege & often you and |, the
church, or someone eke. The text
highlighted that Nehemiah, a contenm
p parary af Ezra and Cupbearer to the
K i king in the Persian Palace, led the
Presiding Elder Holiz delivers the moarming message. | a}‘ltg:dh:?a I:!;Isntn if:u;“;E'H'ijf Liii:zrmn
for the welfare of Jerusalem and-its inhabitants prompted him to take bold action, Granted per
mission ta return to his hameland, Mehemiah challenged his countrymento arise and rebuild the
shattered wall of Jerusalem, Inspite of opposition from without and abuse fram within, the task
was . completed in onby fifty-taio days, a feat even the enemies of Israel attributed te Geod's ena
hling, By sontrast; the task of reviving and reforming the peeple of God within the rebuilt wall de
manded years of Mehemiah's godly life and leadership.  Presiding Elder Holz stated that Nehe-
miah traveled owver 500 miles to fic something and offered the guestion to congregants, "How far
will wae travel to fix something™ From'the day that Mehemiah understood hE part in God's plan
for the people of Judah, his trust in God's pravision and protection was urehaiable. He confi
dence was contagious, and the people responded by working togetherto rebuild the ety wall.

Justlike in Mehemiah's time, foks today have an inner desire to work in unity and serve God, but
often lack the spirtual insight necessary o complete the task. Mehemiah's immediate goal was
tosee the wall rebuil, but his ultimate goalwas 1o see the people honoring God in their lives.

Presiding Elder Hollz explained that people today have many chaices in worshipping the Lord.
They visit cifferent churches seeking "to see and experience” the moving of the Haoly Spirt. They
want to see the presence of the Lord in the church. God knows what it will take to bring = 'to a
place of searching. Hehnows hew to stir us frem our tranguil and comfartable perching peosition
of supremacy. Everyone at some point seeks deliverance from the world and its vices to move

v e e e 4
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toward a eloser relationship with the Lerd, |n spite of eur rigid posture and swelling speeches,
behind the scenes we fremble in our hears atthe presence of God. Many things available to us
will notbe found without anall-outsearch for this presence, To advance this searching, the role
of the church is to be “inviting” and"open” enoughte recenve varying segments of our society and
cammunities, the least, the lost, and the under privilieged. Feople want to see an edifice repre-
sentative of the Lord { nice pews, nice carpet an the floor, and good music) that invite the singing
of ‘praises umto our God.  Additionally, people want to worship where church members are not
sel-rightecus and condescending towards ethers. Immorality and fake lving stategies now be-
ing approved and condoned by the cours do not align with the commandments and principles of
God, cannot and mustnot be evident in God's House, The church must be where God & present
and people-can come to receive healing and wholeness. Presiding Elder Holtz emphatically stat-
ed, "What goes an in God's House affeckE what goes on In yeur pesonal howse”! God knows
all abouwt our "backsliding tendencies”, yet He still loves us beyvond measure. God "so loved the
wor|d’ that "He gave" His onhly begetten Sen {John 3:18) and He keeps on giving to us what we
dontdeserve,

Presiding Elder Heliz further elaberated that there are too mary "things" that need fizing that of-
ten go unacknowledged by the church, Akhough these "things" that may be eategorzed & tem-
pestuous winds may blow agairst the church and agairst s members' lives, they must exhilit
comfort in knowing fom Sed's pespective, t & not about "showing how good we are, but more
about"being good’, exhibiting the “fruits of the Spirt (Galatiares §5:22-220",

Presiding Elder Halliz conveyed the following focus points,

Focus Point #1; Fromote the churdy, Christians must never lose their conviction that God
does change lives. God enabiles persons to make the changes necessary for fulfilling their pur-
posein life far Him and His glary, Persons should adinowledge that God & the source of all thal
they do.  Mehemiah prayved at amy time, even while talking with others. He knew that God i
akw ays in contral is abways present and hears and arswers every prayer. One must live a 2 hris-
tian life, witness for C hrist, and stand against the immeralities presentin this modern day,

Foous Point #2: Protect the church. MWehemiah trusted in Gods ahilby o provide not onby for
hiz needs, but for those of the people. His corfidence in God inspired people to trust God and
hawve faith in His provisidn and proteetion,

Focus Poirt. #3: Provide far the church. God giwes Christiars spiritual and natural gifts in ar-
der to build up, serve, and stengthen fellow Christians, and to expand His kingdem here on
earth.

Focus Point #4: Be 5 Priest or Prophef for the chureh, Congregants were encouraged to
acknowledge the authority and power of God's

"SpokenWerd", Job was so committed to the Lord

that he proclaimed, "Thaough he slay me, YET will |

trustin Himt' (Jeh 13:15% Wors hippe s were encour-

aged to speak a prophetic ward over God's church

o and its members, ciroumstances, and future, believ-

& ing that God can de anything but fail.
a N FPresiding Elder Holtlz concluded his message by
s

jeining hands with Pastor Claybern and speaking &
1 prophetic word over his life, his family, his ministry,
| and the future growth of Saint John AME Church,
First Carinthiars, Chapter 2, verse 8, was his foun
dational reference, "But as it & wiritten, eye hath not
seen, narear heard, neither have entered into the
hears of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him'. The prophetic word was
corfirmed by several atendees eaming to join Saint
John AME GChurch {one family and seweral young
Presiding Bder Holtz speaks prop hetic word to Pastor Clayhom. |aduls- atotal of seven).
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Celebrating 50 Years of Progress
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OUE CiVic Concerns.

By Janette R Smith

Long before Mrs. Eva P. Smith became a Stewardess, Trustee or
velurteer at 5t John AME Church, she was aseprant leader for her
community. Sieter Srmith was recently honored by the Northevest
Alabama Corference Lay Quganization for her civil rights efforts
and civic service.

Skter Smiths sense of civic duby was cultivated by her father and
mother, the Reverend %, P. and Hattie Slaughter of Jasper, Ala
bama. Sheknew from an early age thatshe had a responsibilty to
mak e difference in her immediate world with impact that rippled
imta all the werld. Her efforts tock greater forrm in @ much deeper
sense as she began getting irvoleed with community and civic oF
ganizations while attending Tuskegee Imstiute. t was there she met
the love of her life and future husband John E Smith. As he made a
commitmert to serve his country through military service, beginning
his Air Farce career in training within the elte Tuskegee Kirmen
program, Sister Smith began her service to the country through her
active ‘membership in the local branch af the NASAGP In fact she

has been a member of the NAACP ever since and has a Lifetime Membershipin the srganization.
Her drive, then as it & now, was to help members of the black community have avoice.

Seter Smith akbo wanted that voice to hold weight and be accounted for when it-came to govern-
ment programs. Forthis reason, she became a census taker inthe early 1880's when she moved to
Hunts ville, hawving fulfilled her desire te raise her ehildren through their adolescent years and fulfille d
her duties as an Officer's wife:

Throughout her 30 years of civil rights activism through the NAACE, Sister Smith has served & Vice
President, Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer, Chairman of the F air Housing C ommitiee, Membeship
Chairman, and Office Wolurteer for the Huntswville / Madison G ounty Branch of the NABCP She was
alkothe MAACP Board appointed member ofthe Huntsville f Madison Limestone County O ommuni

It wias through he NAACPE Seter Smith served farthfully with water regetration campaigrs - register-
ing people to volte, helping provide votes with rides tothe pall, investigating concerns of those whe
wiould register complaint with the arganization, helping erganize town hall meetings, atending city
council and school board meetings, and taking part in NAACP local marches and protests for wark

Sietel Smith has alko been a member of the Humsville!Madizon Caunty Chapter of the Alabarma
Demacratic Conference (ARGC) for 25 years, During this time she has served as Secretary and
Treasurer. Her duties include registering woters and providing rides to the polls during local and gen
eral electiors, providing meak for poll worlkers, and =erving on various committees formed o edu-
cate woters about perinent Es ues on the ballets thal affect them. She ako mests with legislative
leaders to voice concerns andfor garnersupporton Esues,

Though Sister Smith's sole motivatiornthrough the y2ars has been o serve and empower members
of the black cormmunity to understand their power and use their poliical might, she has been gra-
ciously recognized for her eontributions. Mest notably, she received the Madison County Branch of
the MAACF s Award of Excellence and recewed the coveted Chairman's Award from the ADGC. To
thie day SkEter Smith & an active officerin both the NAAC P and ARG and she helps tun the annual
HNAACP membership drive for S5t John AMED,

Rich history, experience and stories are tuck ed away in the membership jewels of St John AMEC.
The next tirme you arein fellowship with members, tak e a little time to ask the guestion, "Hew has
God used you ta leave a mark inthe werld for He glor™
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MENTAL ILLNESS
AWARENESS WEEK
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Ways to
Address
Depression

By Bricdget J. Flaye

Depression can be treated successfully.  Poy
chotherapy eanm be beneficial, Cognitive be-
hawviaral therapy focuses on helping the persaon
understand that their way of thinking or beliefs
impact their mood and coping, Learning to
change fram a negative to a8 positive perspec
five & key. In addition to taking aboutfeelings,
it & helpful to write feelings ina journal. k&
helpful to understand underlying factors. that
impact feelings/mood’coping; for example, past
o early childhood experiences, traurmatc
events, lossigrief, relatiorships. It can be
helpful ta inclide family ar significant athers in
therapy.

Far some individuals it & necessary to ako
take medication to reduce ar manage depres-
sive symptoms. Both therapy and medication
take a while to become effective. Psychather-
apy may be provided by a psychologist
(Ph.D.Y, psychistrist (M.D.), licensed profes-
zional courselor (LPC) or social worker
(LCEW). Medication is typically prescribed by
a p=yehiatrist, a physician who special=es in
treating individualk with mental disorders: For
some individuals whoze s erious symptoms do
not respond totherapy and medication, elec-
tocormulsive therapy (ECT) B uwsed. This &
arnly after all ether methods have not been
helpful and the persons life & at rsk due to
serious suicide attempts.

There are strategies that can be helpful in pre-
wventing er managing depressive symptoms
with o1 without psychotherapy and medication,
The foundation & healthy choices such as get-
ting at leasteight howrs of sleep, eating proper-
b, and geting exerceefavoiding a sedentary
lifestyle. Spending ime with suooodive. famiby
and friends and engaging in activities that pro-
vide enjoyment and relaxation prevent solation
and improve mood. Therapy helps the person
learmn to reduce andfor cope with stress.

Depression &5 treatable and like many conde
tions, best results occur when detected and
treated early. If concerned about being judged
by family, friends, ce-woikers (stigma}; individ
vakk should ask if they would hes itate to seek
teatment for themsehes or their child{ren) in
the case of an irregular heartbeat or breathing
problems. Qualkty of e can be enhanced
thmough tealm ent, eganiess of age,

L ol et e J

Clur gatherings in church are supposed 1o
build interrupting hope. Oul coming together
should interruptthe illnesses we encounter in
the streets, on owr jobs, in the schook, in our
families, in our minds, in ourspirits, and in aur
bodies. Where wo ar three are gathered in
desus’ name, Jesus will Be in the midst
(M atthew 18:200. "Mow the Lord & the Spint,
and where the Spirit of the Lord &, there &
liberty" (2 Corinthians 3173

Whenwe gettagether a8 church, there should
be a healing! Faor in the presence of Gaod,
there & healing. Cur Ged is a God of healing
(Exedus 1528) “es, | encourage those who
areill to gote God in prayer, the doctar, the
therapist, the couns elar, the paston, the expert
inyour area of need, the friznd, and the famiky
member. | ako encourage you to go fo
CHURCH —the assembling of the saints! So,
come and meet us oan Sundays for corporate
worship and Church Sehool Visit us on
Wednesdays for Bible study, Get inveolved in
any of the ministries that meet throughout the
wie el

OnMovember 1%, we will have our last Friday
Nite Live service of the year. We have a host
of guest artist who will minister in unigue and
anointed ways. This service & not anly geared
ta youth, but it B ake geared ta the young at
heart. W you need revwal — if vou need heal
ing, | extend this imditation to You., “ou just
may encounter the healing you desperateby
need.

There is a heaing!!!!

St. John Prepares to Host
SBHB Planning Meeting

St. John AMEC looks forward to hosting the
South  Birmingham Hunkwville Bessemer
(SBHB) DEtrict Planning meeting en Satur-
day, Mevember 16, 2013, The Warship Ser
vice & scheduled to begin at 11 am.

Al members are gncouraged to attend. If you
are akle to lend a hand and help us host,
please contact the chureh effice or Rew. Sheri
Smith Clayborn, Thark you in advance fol
your willingness to serve
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School Pride Evident

at Davis Hills
By Barbara Johnson

-

| Davie Hilk studerts model schoal uniforms.

' School Pride & evident in the attitudes:of the

Davis Hilk Middle Schoolstudents. They arrive
for school "Dressed to Impress” in their navy
of white shifts and khaki or navy pant. Look
at them, standing confidently with their pant
pulled up and their belts in place, These su-
derts are ready to be successful. Wearing the
school uniform & a requirement at Davis Hills.

The St John AME family stepped up when a
call was extended for support In providing
some students with appropriate attire, This was
a church-wide éffort to supply the needed unf
forms for the studenk . Fifty complete unifarms,
inzluding the shirt pamts, belts, socks, and
several pairs of sneakers were donated 1o Da-
vis Hills during the months. of September and
October. This will be an ongeing project, for
student are growing corstantly and new stu
dents are-enrolling weekly.

Mrs. Jill Bunaell, principal of Davis Hills Middle
School and a member af 5t John, has ex
pressed heartfelt thanks to the church on be-
half of the students and parent. She has stat
gd that having the unifarms realy met a need
for several of the student and rmany of their
parents. They are wery appreciative ta St. John
for the donation. '

Thark wou, 5t John, for supporting this pro-
Jeot

Faith

By Paulett: Bamgsn

Faith net waks produses good warks
Read Galatans 5 5-8-22

A feets your relatiomship with = nd
Hesd Gengsa 154

= inspirad by Gods goodness
Read Paalm3tsy

Tiimt
Head The Bode af Jab

H aw e pims farth an from gesefation o gen
eratinn hecause faith & notyoups alons,
Reaad Deuteronamy B8 75

Faith.is befievingin Sod's ward, Bead the wend.
Liten fo the wod Beoeie the word,

S dhen fath canies by hearing and =aEring
by the word of Ged " Romass 1001F

MNew Director of Music
Joins Staff

Mr. Reginald Pearson is the new Directar of
Music at St. John. HE fist Sunday in this posi
tion was Oetober 5.

Mr. Peamson = a graduate of Alabhama &5M
University with a degree in Music Education. He
& the band directar at Westlavn Middle School
and has served on the music staff at First Mis-
sionary Baptist C hurch.

Welcome . Pearson!
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Update from the Soup
Kitchen Ministry

Bik ANT BTN

Guest List

“When you give a feast, invite: the poor, the
maimed, the lame, the blind. &nd you will be
hlessed." Luke 14:13-14

A notable religiows writer shared that a first-
century Jewish community Eolated el from
outs ide influences in order to prepare for the
coming of the Mezgsiah, All took great zare in
their devotional Ife, honared ceremonial wash-
ings-and held strict adherence to rules of can-
duct. His research also showed that they would
not allowy the lame, the blind or the erippled into
their community, t was theil conviction that
anyone with a physical "blemish" was ceremo
nialy uneclean, During their table fellowship,
disabled people wiere never ontheir guest lists.

He further stated that, ironically, at the same
time the Mzssiah of Israel was at woik in the
ity and villages of Judea and Galilee proclaim:
ing His Father's Kingdorn and bringing teach
ing and cornfort to all He saws, Strikingly, He
proclaimed: "When yvou give a feast, invite the
paor, the rrairmed, the lame, the blind and you
will be blessed,” (Luke 1413 14)

St. Jehn's Soup KRchen strives to share as
Jesus, the Messiah, did. The doors are apenta
everyone who comes on . the third and fourth
Tuezdays of each month. For the month of
September the kitchen served over 200 per-
zons. One of the coordinators shared, "That &
Good'. Please Camel

Time Change

Please note that the time far
the Wednesday ewening Bible
Sudy has been changed to
G ..

Disgipline of the &fr
Ghureh 2012 fram th
30,
reflect the adopted legsaiure and actions of
the General Canfersnce

Women's Ministry
Tidbits!

God's Minute

“I've onbk just @ minute. Only sty seconds . in
it. Forced upon me, can't refuse it Didm't
seek it didn't choose . But its up to me to
use it: | must suffer if | lose it. Give an ac-
count if | abuse i, Just a tiny litle minute. But
eternity i init." - Dr, Benjamin E. Mays

Be informed aboutthe doctrine and discipline of
vour elureh.

ol may purchase 3 copy of The Doctrine and
-EpEcopal
. Thecost s

Thie beook is updated every four vears to

Fellowship
Dinner

Mevember &, 2013
S:30-8:20 p.m,

The Et John Lay Organization invites you to
attend the Lay Fellows hip Dinner that will be
held from 530—5:30 pm on Wednesday, Na-
vermnber 8, 2013, Thie i an excellent oppartuni-
ty to enjoy food and fellowship with the Lay of
the church and to learn more shout the Lay
Cirganization,
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Church School Lesson Overview — November 2013

Thite month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Kenneth Parham,

November 3, 2013

Leszan Title: God Freparestor Deliverance
Leszon Seripture: Exodus 1-4

Frint: Exadus 37-17

Devotional Songs: #3414]], F272 [, and #2543 [
Fey “erse: "The Lord, the God of your ances-
tars, the God of ... Jacob, has appeared to
me, saying: ‘| have ghen heed to you and ta
what has been donetoyou in Egypt. | declare
that | will bring vou up out of the mEary of
Egypt” (Exodus 315 17},

Applicdion! God prepared Moses well in
advance of his call. God prepares us in the
same way. Past experiences whether negative
ar positive, prepare us for potential use by God
in the future.

Hearing the dries and observing the tribulation
that the kEraelies zuffered under the hands of
their captives (the Egyptians), God set out to
deliver the Israeltes. He looked to Moses as
His fromsman. However, it appeared that Me-
ses was not convinced that he was the "eng”
Meses indicated that he had doubts that the
FPharaoh would listen and free the Israelites
because he (hoses) said so and thal he
(Moses) did not believe the children of Israel
would fisten to his instructions.

God imparted net only courage to Meses but
He gave Moses the proper greetings that all
Eraeltes who followed the Law would know
and accept

Mo mber 10, 2013

Leszon Title: HRemember to Celebrate
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 82-30; 12

Print: Exedus 12:%- 14

Devotional Songs: #<12; #2658, and #243

Hey. Verse: "This day shall be a day of re-
membrance far you, Yous hall celebrate it as 3
festival to the Lord; throughaut youwr gensra-
tiors vou shall ohsemwe it o 3 peipetual ordi
nanee" (Exodus 12:14)

Application! Oul shared sxwperienees help
mace us into God's Holy Mation Thats why
we need to find ways to pass the experiences
an to ofhers. We can hold festvak |ke
Juneteenth and Passover or we can share in
Holy Cammunion.

In this lessan, God gave the Erasltes sisp by
step Instructions on what ta do in preparation

for HE passing threugh Egypt and unleashing
the deadliest of the ten plagues that would i
deed lead to the Pharaoh selting the kBraslite
free. The plague would Kill the first barn males
(rman and animal) lving in Egypt. God's in-
strdctions centered an the selection af & year-
old unblemished lamb.  The lamb was to be
slaughtered, the bklopd smeared on the twe
door post and on the linte| of the houses, the
whale lamb isto be grilled svar a fire and eaten
with leavened bread and bitter herbs, God i
structed that the |sraelites eatthe meal clothed,
with sandals on their feet, a staff in their hands
and fo eat the meal hurriedly. God irstructed
that any uneaten meat was to be burnt before
sunris . God indicated that by observing these
instructiors, He would pass by the homes aof
the lsraelies and notkillthe firstborn

lMozges commanded the Israelites to remember
ang celebrate Gods wokings = & perpetusl
ordinance. The Jewish historians have called
thiz celebration, the Fassover. Indeed God
passed over the Israelites in His dealings with
the Egyptians when delivering the kraelites
from captivity,

November 17,2013

Lessaon Title: From Despairto Ddiverance
Lesson Scripture: Exadus 13:17-22; 14

Frint Exodus 14:21-30

Devetional Songs: #3065, #2517 and #£243

Key “erse: "Thus the Lord saved Israegl that
day from the Egyptians” ( Exodus 14207,
Application: |dentify those vou know who
are bheing oppressed in school, community,
and foar around the warld, What help can you
offer?

host knew the story of hew God, through WMe
ses, savedthe Israelites from the Egyptians as
they fled from Egypt. This lessan recounts ha
ses stretehing the stafl out ever the Red Sea
and the waters dividing and the Israelites’ safe
passage on dry [and through the divided waters
wihile the Egyptians werg in pusiit, Cncoe the
Izraglites were safely through, God maies the
ground, justtraveled by the Israzltes, some-
what muddy and placed panle In the minds of
the Egyptian saldiers. God instiuetsd Moses to
stretech owl his staff a second time and Sod
allewwed the weaters to reunite, thereby drowning
the Egyptians.

God continued o communicate through Meoses
AL e o e A0
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Church School Lesson

i awakawrd Srian parme A )

and his workings reinforced that God & the
God of Deliverance.

Newvember 24, 2013

Lesson Title: Traveling Light

Lesson Scripture: Exodus

Prirt: Exodus 40:15-30, 34, 38

Devotional Songs:#378 [ 282; and #243 []
Hey verses: "The eloud of the Lord was anthe
tabernacle by day, and fire was inthe cloud by
night, before the eyves of all the howse of |srasl
at each stage of their journey" (Exodus 40280,
Application: To learn the significance and
purpose of the tabernacle; seme God's pres-
ence.in aur lives and thark God for His akiding
PIESENCE.

In reading chapters 35-40, God commanded
Meses to build 5 tabernacle to house the ak
iwhich would sontsin the covenant that God
maie with the Israelitss)  Within the group,
special offerings were collecied, along with the
needed talent to produce the tent the ark, the
taberacle and furnishings to be placed within
the tabernacle. ltems collected and processed
were gold, siver, bremzes, preciows stones, aca-
ciawoed, animal skins {ram, goat-and badger),
threads of special calarE, fine linen and special
spices and olls.

In this lessan, it was recounted that the tabai-
nacle and s contents were assemhbled in ac
cordance with the irstructions from God
through Moses, The wolk was completed.
Orce the imstructions were completed, God
wias pleased by the work and HE presence
iwelt in the abermacle

Jinusiar - ?ﬁi"ﬁﬁ'ﬂl Tiles-
“?ﬂ”*ﬂ“ﬁii“_..
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Church School
Book Club

Cctakber 2013
Discussian Date: 26 October

10:00 A, — 1130 A M.
Praaching to the Ghair, Wayne L Wold, 2003

Mo vember 2013
D Boussian Date: Z3November
1000 A M, —1130 A M,

Tempied by Trowble, Eric Jerome Didcey,

2011

Far [}my'h'w and Cora, there's anly one way to
ghtth& recession that's erippled their comfort-

able lifestyle: accept a crime hu:!. s offer to rab

a Tew barks, s quick. Ifs a nice big payoff.

Mo one gets hurt. L

Good [uck belizving that, - Amazan

vk Knight-earned his college degres. In
iddﬂu:n to Englih, he's fluent in five [an-
guages. He finds a wellkpaying, white- collar
jub & a Detroit smtomobile sompamy. Seven
IEI.E |later, @ recession hik, and he's demoted
the assembly line. Seven years after that,
the sconomy tanks, and he's laid off. What's &
guy to: da? In Dmytnk's case, he lpoks for
hanest work, an’d s*trungls &n memplnymept
forwuo years, Dmytr's wife, Cora, Bt happy
with their stressful, uncertain exktence, so she
pishes her husband to w otk for Eddie Coyle.
The problem &, Coyle & a srime lord, and the
job  reguirements inelude killing ‘whem he
wants, when he wants, Didkey's cautionary
ta]lTeatuuzs a criminal prone to panie attacks,

| shows that orime does pay, but only for a little

while. This is another sizling, entartaining
book by the sver popular Dickey.

- Shelley Mosley.
Pastor's Aid’'s

Annual Bake Sale

The Pastor's Aid Board will haold
its annual Bake Sale an Movember 24th after
the 8 am and 10:20 am Semvices. This & an
excellent oppartunity ta get yvour baied goods
far Thanksgiving,
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St. John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Mo wvember &, 2013 Lay Fellowship Mea | 5:30—5:30 pm
Mosember 7-3, 2013 Ninth District Planning Meeting, Fairfield Civic Center
Mowvember 10, 2013 Fifty- Plus Harwest Service, 1050 am

Mo wember 16, 2013 South Birmingham Hurtswville Bessemer Planning Mesting,
St . dohn Huntswville

Thatif yoli cordess wWith your mowth, “Jesus iz Lo ¥ and belleve in yoor heart
that God raized kin fom the dead |, you will be saved . Romans 1009

INDNJG




ST. JOHN

IR TEER

A.M.E .Newstemer &

&t John African Methodist Episeapal Church Hurtsville Alabama

Volume 18 Issue 11

Paskor Pakick B.Clyborn, PhO.

November 2013

Pastor's Message

Thankful People

Submitted by Patrick Clayborn & Sheri Smith Clayborn

| Thessalonians 5:17
im everyiving give thanks, Thisisthe Wil of God in Chist Jesus concarming pou.

Az owe move into the holidayseason, Tharksgiving & the first major haliday that we will observe.
We are anare of the historical reasons for celebrating this day, vet we are not only historical
peaple...we are people of faith. A= a people of faith we have not been exempt from the suffer
ing and challenges of the world, Therefore, one might ask . by are we thankful?™ Eurt Kan
says it this wiay in "Grateful People, Grateful Praise”,

We makize s an honor to dwel in this placedo bagh in the efuge of merny and giace.
Wejare oferng a praise, [patingl 2 smie on fowfface.. When e [think of the good-
ness of Jesus and all He s done for fie; our] very soul cries owt hallelyiah . We ve gotto
thank God and pravse God Brthe great things He s done for fre] We ame graledl peoc-
ple .3 grateful congregation of ssints in plaise, Bscause we e gateful, e oive giate
Tl praisze?

Ciur thank=zgiving comes out of aur gratitude for God's blessings. Yet, we realze that it's hard to
putthamksgiving into words. This & thetime of year when we count sur blessings, and whenwe
count them, we realize that it would take an eternity to property thank Godfor all He has done,
What do wee do, a thankful people, when we know that our meager thanksgiving doesn't com-
pare to the blessings we receive from God? Andraé Crouch, in "My Tribute," phrased it this
way:

How can | say thanks forthe Bhings you ve done forme? Things oo dnderserved, yet
you gave fo prove Youwr love for me. The voices of @ mitfon amgels could not express
my gratitude. AN that! am and ever hope to be, | one @ all io Thee To God be the glo-
ry. To God be the glory. To God be the gloiy for the things He has done.  With His
blood He haz saved me. With Hiz powerHe haz izised m e, To God be the glory B¢ the
things He has done,

Az @ church family, there are & number of things we will do this season to express aur thanks
and gratitucde toa God. We will worship together st our Thankful People worship service aon
Wednesday, November 20" at & pm, We will provide food baskets to those in need. We wil
ako remember, through a memorial service, our loved ones and bless the community with a
farum imtended to foster better relations between aur youth and lan enforcement. As well, we
have regularly scheduled opportunifies for warship and service. These are some of the ways we
will give God glory and say, "Thank Youw!”

Ax we move through this seazeon, stop and take the time to express your tharks and gratitude to
God for all that He's done for you, Attend worship, give a thank offering, share a meal with
someone, serve at yvour church's soup kitchen o a community soup kitchen, s pend time with

Ffamily, call @ loved one, call or vEit someong an the sick and shut in list...de something that

says, God, | thank Y OLI

God bless you and Happy Thanlks giving!
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On November 11, We Honor Our Veterans”

By Colonel Jarmes O, Heyward, Sr,

A N This & my Country. Land of my bikth. This & omy Country, grandest on eath. | pledge
VETERH.F‘-JB thee my allegiance America the bold, forths & my County to have and ta hald.”
DAY

Ewen if you were not bom in the United States but served in the U5 Armed Forces, you
sacrificed and you have astake in this land.

-

-y
‘\« ; We honor all veterars for the many sacrifices that you made while s erving our country,
. '\-— Many of your comrades did notreturn heme while othe s returned with permanent injuries.
You and generations of fighting and suppert personnel provided this country with the many
freedoms that we currently enjoy today. For this, we say thank you for you have honorably
served our country ower the vears. From the American Revolutionary War, through peace time,

and ineverywar or conflict, up to the current actiors in Afghanistan.

As aveteranwho senied in the Army for 30 vears, one of the statements that really gets to me &
"We want to take our county badk." | say, back frem whom? &re we not all Americans? Didn't
wee elect our officials, especially our national officials™ Are we ising code wards to corvey an
other message™. | remember when the term "Law and Order” was the national code word to dao
whatewer it took to squeleh the social aspirations of a segment of our citizens. Today, redistrict
ing & being used to squelch poltical aspirations of large segment of our citizens in cerain
states.

| encourage all Americans, especially veterans, to always emphasize that this country bhelonpgsto
all'of us, "It helongs just as much tothelite boys and girks fram the inner cities and rural areas
of this courtry, as it does to the little boys and girk from the nation's middle class, upper class
and wealthy groups”. Many of our fathers, uncles, brothers and |et us not forget methers, aunts
and sizters have paid a price for us to enjoy many of the things that we take for granted. | am a
combat veteran and | know fist hand the racial make- up of our Mation's &rmed Forces, then
and now. This nation's citizens of calor paid and are still paving atremendous price and we still
have a greatinvestmentin aur Armed Forces.

Zo, donot take a back seat and remainsilent when the discussion comes around to the subject.
We Must Take Qur Country Badd! | recently read in a journal statement by wiriter Sinclair M clday,
and | quote “that a earefully cultivated ignorapce pervades our poelitics and national decouse,
Reason has taien a back seatte threwwback impukes, simple confusion and paranaia.”

Witness whatwe are going through today with Congress in Washington, Afew members of C on-
gress "high jadied” the passing of the national budget regardless of the pain it caused the na
tion, in order to defund, The Affordable Care Act, a federal law. That is simply ewil

Today, as weterars of our Armed Services, we wonder whether too many 'of our citzers taie the
freedoms that we currently enjoy for granted. Many of you sacrificed greatly for your sountry,
whether you served the minimum amount of time in uniform ar if you served a career,

So, nowthatwe are separated or discharged, what do we do to make ths a3 better place far ow
farily, our community and our country? | would ke to ehallenge all abled bodied peseons, hut
especially weterans to seek to accomplish something that will have an Impact on society, be it
eversosmall | challenge all persons to become involved in doing moare that will be nefit society.
| knew mamy persons will say that | arm already doing this o that. But, you knotw that there &

Ll vt oo i D

* Colonel Hewward was inducted imte the Mabama District Hall of Fame of Apha Phi Mpha, hcorporated
Habama District on October 11, 2013, & this ewert he gawe a speech to challenge ‘eterans, as well as
others in @tendance, and homorthe service of those who hawe sened in the branches afthe LUnited States
hilitary. The AWEN requested that Colone Heyward share his speech, with appropriate. modifications, as
the feature Br Weterans Dayinthe Newmberissue,
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On November 11, We Honor Our Veterans

By Colonel Jarmes O, Heyward, Sr,

LN B P PR TR |

"'u'rETER,-':'\F"u]S rmore that you can do.

L]
-ﬁ.‘ D"J"f There are so many Ways one can sende our country and communities. First, think of ways
3 "f inwhich you can dosomethingto improve the lives of others. Thereis no greater satefac-
% tion than helping someone eke to achieve something positive that may change their lives
‘\« : ar the lives oftheir loved ones. Onee yvou discover that one thing, then do i, don't procras-
! ‘N, tinate.

-

Many pesans. in aur community have completed eareers ar are nearing the end of a cur-
tent career. You haveso much to offer your cemmunity. | give a shout out to veterans, but this
can apply to anvone with akility and talent, %ou were trained and vou developed skillk that ance
you only dreamed of, Use thosetalents to help others inyour communities. You cansupervise,
you developed leaders hip skills. Why not put those talents tow ok and helpsomeone else along
life's way™? Youknow howto erganze, communicate, monitor prajects and Tain others.

Life may be a litle tough during these times, when money is tight because of man- made seques-
tration at the national level of gevernment and the lack of cooperation by some members of the
U.5. Cenpgress to pass our national budget bevand January 15, 2014,

We can do a lot for many of our neighbors who are worse off than we are. Think of the indnidw
ak and families we could assit in our respective eommunities. ©an you think of anyone anyou
street, in your neighberhood or in yaur church who would appreciate a helping hand with a fence,
a door or other things that are now heyond their capability to do for theme elves™ We could ar
ganze and use-the skils and other abilties that we possess. Just imagine the good we could
accomplish, and the Ives we could teuch,

Let us look at the violence in aur neighberhoods. | In Huntville during the first week in Octobe
2013, there weas @ shooting and someone being killed almest every day and most of it occurred in
Bladk neighborhoeds. |t appeared as if we were competing with Chicago. There are so mamy of
uz whosay | don't want to get involeed, Well, someane has to get invokied if we are going ta re
duce the level of violence and similarincidents in our respective communities

Many pemsons reading this article may be wondering just what they can do to malke this world &
better place. If you are drearming about #, that & fine, den't dream too long. Act now, do some-
thing that will help change the lives of others for the better. Help maie this world 3 betteér place
than it was befare vou inherited your place in it. | encourage you to use the leadership skils that
you developed over the years. Always attemptto encourage opportunity

You are extracrdinarity talerted people in whom. the nation has made a huge inwvestment... and
vou are people who can get things done. Wou are usually team playvers with ability o adjust gquick-
Iy to ehanging circumstances. Why not put that talent to wark for the up-kuilding of your respec
tive communities. We must begin to think outside the hox and develop additional ways to assist
our communities. But, in all of yeur daing, try to do what vou enjoy, becaws e thatwhich you enjoy
becomes your passion and we tend to follow our passions.

Weshould abvays try to do hetterthan whatis already being done. We owe this to our communk
ties and especially to our youth who will inherit our werld, Let's develop a passion for iImproving
the lotefour communities and country,

Let success inspire you, and then yvou Imrspire others. Pastor Patrick Clayborn and the entire: 5t
John &.M.E. Chureh Family jain me in thanking all veterans . of the U5, &rmed Forees and those
persons currently serving for the sacrifices they have made while serving sur nation and protect
ing the freedoms that so many of us take for granted. May God continue o bless yau, veur fami
lies and the United States of America.
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Be Thankful

B Bridgetd, Floyd

For Thanksgiving, most people embrace the tradiion of feasting an turkey, dressing, sweet pots-
to casseroles and pies, various side dishes and desserts. Most know thatthe mealin 1621, upon
which thi tradition was based, was not a5 bountiful. In fact it came out of hardship associated
with a harsh winter in a strange land with a few survivors (about half of those who crossed the
Atlantic on the Mayflower). Interestingly, itwas Natve Americans who sought out the settlers o
teach them how to plant and harvest crops as well as cook the food {Mative American styleh.
COne of these benevalent individuals had previously been captured, enslaved, later to escape and
return from England.

Varlous forms of having a celebratory meal of Thanksgiving occurred over the years prior to
President Abraham Lincoln establishing Thanksgiving as a national holiday in 1883, in the midst
of national conflict; encouraging people to pray for unity of the nation and for the widows, or-
phans, casualties of the Civil War, Ultimately, Thanks giving & celebrated on the last Thursday in
Nevember, after efforts were madeta choose an earlier time for economic reasons (the Bepres-
zsion 21a), Even now, there & commercialem and controversy about the focus on s hepping and
sales with stores opening earlier and earlier 5o that noww people can shop en Thanksgiving B ay
rather than sarly Friday mormning. They will start their Christmas shopping { another hD|I|:|iT thal

has had religious facus blurred by commercialis m).

What dees it mean to be thankful? Why might one
be thanrkful? GCerainly GChristians know to be
tharkful to God for the many blessings that are
bestowed: Life, health, family, friends, food, e

pleyment, sheter, as well as same fiills beyand the

ﬁ I V[ -[ HAN KS : "basics”. The uRimate blessing is fthat af Salva-
tion. M & important to give tharks in all things

; and at all imes. Do nottake blessings for granted,

=t ~ ! and wihen blessed, it s impartant o share with oth
r_‘ -"EE“FF“"" n eis.  Might it fit in the Thanksgiing s chedule to
S Wil X9 774 N volunteer at @ hameless shelter? Gonsider serving

those who are dependent upon others to provide
the basics intheir lives. Contribute foad tems/can
E H R | ST ‘J [SUS goods that can be shared with families whe are in
need. Remember the Mative Americars helped

the zettlers suwive., Reack owt, even F others
have bean negyaive or hamful inthe past.

It can be a hit challenging to be thankful when
things are not ideal {recall the hardship of the
"original’ Thank=zgiving). Medern times present
significant challenges. There & war, global and national political conflict, natural dsasters, eco-
nomic uncertainty, sequestration, furlough, marital and'er famiky problems, school problems, ilk
ness, loss of a loved ane. . Itis important to be thankful in the midst of the daily stresses and
stains of life. and have faith that God will provide. A& childhood pastor of this writer would often
say, "We are thankful fo God tha itis a5 well with vs asitis’,

Thiz seems to be thekey., Itis easy to be thankful inthe good times. Woak on being thankful in
the less than aptimal fimes. as well. There are many triak and tribulations in these days and
times. Putitin perspective. In the midst of it all, find &t least one blessing, and keep counting,
"ong by one'. Realze that God has provided blessings, including the capacity to wait for the
blessings thatare "on the way",

BE THANKFRULD HAPARY FTHANMSOIVING! MEST THE FAITHI




=t. JohnAMEN November 2013 Fage 5

St. John AME Stewardess Board Establishes

The Naomi Council
By Barbara Johnson

Whenone mentiors the name Maomi, peo-
ple think of Buth having been the main
character of the story, when the focus
should be on Maomi, the mather-in-law. F o
it was Maomi, who, after the loss of her
sons and hushand, decided to return to her
awn country and her @an people, et
wehile her daughter- in law Ruth could have
chozento go her separate way, she chose
ta remain with her mother-in-law and
hence, fulfill her destime.

Ruth journeyed on with Naomi, not enby
because she loved her, but abo because
she was 3 strong, wise, obedient and faith-
ful believer. She knew her mother-in @y
would provide her with wise eouncil. We
f have NaomiE among us; ameong ths con-
gregation, who provide wise council every
day toanyone who's receptive and open to
listen

Picture af Pastor Clayborn and M aormi Couniil members, Mary Posers, St Jehn AMEs establishment of The WNao-

Charkie Brooks; Lou Clate and Eva Smith. mi Gouncil grew outofthe need to continue
to engage and keep the MNaomi of the

Stewardess Board actively imvalyed in Christianservice. The Maomi Council & comprsed of zen
ior mermhbers of the Stewardess Board who have served fathfully and dutifully, for many, many
years, and whowis hto continue doing so; howewver, are unable to fulfill the phys ical requirements
of being a Stavardess. But just ke Naomi, these sisters have provided and will continue to pro-
vide wise council to allwhe would seek council.

Maomi Council members will still dress inwhite, and be recognized by the bronze colored flower
they will wear. Just like brornze, they have been stiong, have persevered, endured and withstood
thetest of time They hawve seen the best and the worst of life. They have celebrated the highs
and provided cormfart during those times of loss, These great women have held the hands of the
weary, wiped amway the tears, stood in the gap, interceded on behalf of members and comforted
them. %et, here they stand, still willing, still desiring te continue to serve this congregation and
cormmunity in Christian 5 e nice.

The St. John Naami C ouncil members are:
Mrs: Chardsie Brooks hrs. Lou Clark Wrs. Gwendolyn Baldwin
Mrs. Willie M. Heyward Mrs. Eva Smith Wrs. Mary Powers

Maormi Councilmembers have been charged with a specific task in minstering to the congrega
tion.  Wis, Brooks and Ms, Clark will pray and send cards to sick and s hut in membes sach
rmonth, Krs. Baldwin and Mrs. Hevward will encourage: the care-givers in the congregation
through praver and by sending them a card monthly, hrs. Smith will meet the needs of be
reaved families by staying intouch with them for at least three months after a loss. M. Powers
will bridge the dEtance between students who are away at college and 5t John She will be
sending motivational cards o students, as well, a a care package during finak wesk.

5. John AME = Naom i Council, strong women 8l sarving.
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NOVEMBER 1,2013 | 7PM

cive Ministry ofiSt. John AMEC Present

hq._ W I.DAW ii f; -

FNL-A Modern Day, Blinged-Up Testimony Service

By Jamette R, Smith

We lve Ina eynlcal warld. Even as believers, we often begome numb to the goodness God has
placed around us and forget the challenges He has waked us through and all the ways He MADE
away, We, notjustthe youth and voung adults, but WE focus so mueh an what is wrong in life
that we lese appreciation far all that & right. Silenthy, we keep these toruring thoughts to oursehles
and put o a good ‘church face so thatwe can remain esteemed in the eyes of those around us,
while inside we are heing eaten alive by fear, dsappaintment anger, pride, insecurity, andshame.

Az g people, we moved though dade times by leaning on community, allowing friends and family to
'shore us up’ whenwe had no strength to stand alane. We poured inte eaeh other with the restara-
tion power of God's Word, We shared our stories. ef "how we get ever’ and moved through the
darkness of the times with the promise that, "If He did it for me, He'll do it for you!” That practice
bithed testimony services. at churches that often turned into brag-imany or get-yvau-tald-in public
semvices. As a result, many churches stopped offering a stuctured testimony service. Rewelation
Tha tlcshowd 1= 115hares “we ovarome '.h‘_l.-' the b_ban'_nﬁ-‘re fam b and the power of our feshim ony. " On this plat
form, the farmat for the last Frday Nite Live was produced.

themed wor
Eﬂ;i‘iﬁ: The tak-show themed weship service offered attendees the sights, sounds, and experience of
Endaer thal DEiNg inside a network studio as part of a live audience for & mainstream media television broad
sihts, sounds, cast. From set design to full-length, strate gically crafted commerciak to interview guests and enter-
and experience tainment — this was perthaps the biggest praduction 5t John AME Churgh has hosted for the pur-
of being inside] PUSE af evangelsm. To GOD be allthe glory
& et : 3 ; ;
studin, | Faster Patick Clayborn and the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, Executive Producers for FML
events, got things started by setting the tone for the unigue service which offered the audience op
portunities to ask questions of the guests and share in the experience that would unfold. SEter
Janette: Smith, one of the youth leaders for 5t John AME Chureh and content creatar for FHL,
served as intervieser.

Things: got started with an energetic pedformance by L.P. (Lke Paul), a rapper and emces from
Birrmingham, Alabama. His mugig appeak to sl ages through easy to undestand Christian based
krics and insame songs, thesampling of positive ald schoel music lke the Staple Singers classie,
"I Taie ¥ou There”

David Battle, a former J.0. Johrsan High School and Aubum Univemsity football standout, iwas the
first guest, The crowd was moved by his transparency and tears as he told the story of a life filed
with prablerms that landed him irnthe Limestone and Atmore Correctional Facities and the Madison
County Jail. After injuring his knee 35 afreshman atAuburn, he said, he lost his identity and drifted
intothe world of drugs . and alcohel. Batle said at one point-he wanted to dis. However, he defeat-
edthe demons of drugs and aleoholthat haunted him as a young man incollege and he & back at
Limestone Correctional Facility, but this time he s on the other side of the bars as a drug reatment
couns elor,

The first commercial was a spoof on "Cover Girl' ads that claim with its "product’ any woman can
lock as good as a supermaodelin magazines. The promotion went on te reveal thatthe product was
'Fotoshop' by Adobe (i.e, Photoshop image altering software),

e bearad va g T
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..the hand of
zod and He
purpose for
that evening's
service be
came guite
clear ...

NOVEMBER 1,2013 | 7PM

rl-.u.‘lr'.’hr'--rrtr'}' ofiSt. John AMEC Present
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LP. returned with a second performance then joined Siter Smith onthe codchto share hie story of
grosving up fatherless and losing his mother &t & very young age. This anointed artist had at ane
fime made a name for himself in the secular music industry with songs on the charts and videos in
regular rotation on MTY. Later, LP, (Jason Mckay) says he did not feel what the industry was
melding him into was what he stood far @ a Christian, He challenged the youth and young adults ta
not let secular artists and music define them and pressure them inte hecoming someone they are
not L.P. akko shared that the spirt of suicide plagued him growing up and how God's grace kept
kit @and helped him defeat that spirit of depression and death, For producers and insiders wha
worked on the gontentfor FML, the hand of God and His purpese for that evening's senvice begame
quite clear: the church Wwould be helping some attendees combat the spirit of suicide and death.
Mone of the guest shared their struggle with suicide during pre- interviews, yet one of the feature
stories shared via video that night was a testimomy from 17 year eld Emma — a member of another
lezal church whose youth group suppere FNL She shared the heartwrenching story of depression
that led to. a dark night when she almest leaped off a ledge to her death. Emmashared the conflict-
ing comiersation that fook place in her head that night and how the love of God literally surrounded
her and pulled her off of the ledge. This hrave young lady was notsuppesed to be in attendance at
FML that night; however, through a scheduling change Emma did come. She was invited to the
stagetoshare aword of encouragement for others who may be dealing with the same feelings.

Cther commercials included one produced with the youth and young adults who shared why they
felt it was important to be 'cennected’ to a local church. Afterwards, there was a call to action by
Fastor Patrick Claybormn for pesors to quit trying to navigate Iife's path alone.

The last interview of the evening was with dynamic praise and worship leader Candy West The
Rallas, Texas borm worshipper has relogated to Birmingham, Alabama where she serves as the DE
rector of Wership at The Warship Center Christian Church. The audience was moved by Candy's
tesfimony of stugple as a 'Church Kid' whe grein up singing fram the age of three under the watch
ful eye of her Pastor Grandfather and mether. "Finding vourself and defining yourself as a real per
zan, not just the title of 'a good girl can be tough. | made mistakes but 'mstronger for .. Candy
shared. |na moment of ransparensy, West shared that she toe had stuggled with depression and
suicide — her riumph coming in accepting God's love for her and growing to see heself a8 His be
loved daughter despite her mistakes and frailties.

Pastor Clayborm returned to share a final thought on how all things wortk ed together inthat evening
to offerthe audience hope and encouragementthat'it ain't over, til God says ifs owver” Led by Sikter
Jennifer Patterson, director and choreographer, the 5t John AME Church D ance minstry affered
one of s most powerful performances in recent yvears, ministering tothe seng "l Gan Only lmagine.”
Dancers adomed in all white seemed to float through the air as the dance was done in dak ness,
with anly the glow from blads light illuminating the sanctuary, Posters and signs with white imagery
further helped tellthe story of the joy of one day being fully inthe presence of God.

The altar call was powerdful & youth, teens, young adults and adults came far prayer for various

matters. Some, however, came in hopes of combating the depression and pesecution of suicidal
thoughts that plagued them,

How do you measure the suceess of such innovative ministry™ How canwe calculate the benefits of
A, raedarnad vy v Pl
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Pray the Scriptures

NNEMBER 12013 | TP

for Thanksgiving

f Frice
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la UAk :

% glve Kianhz o tre LOR D call upon his
t i TIEM B
) i i mate monn b deeds anong e peonles
the effort and time spent in the pre-producton 2 Bhipnicles 68

phase, andthe money raised and spert? it &
only measured by the number of people who | R EE e o e Sla et et
joined the church — there were none. Several for kipstesdisst ove andues Bre e
people did rededicate therseles to Iwing A Chrenicles 1634
mare fully for CGhrst. Mare importantly, there
wiere a@ Tew young people whe, a5 a ‘result of
facing their fears and admitting where they | BRSNS EENESEEE S ol BT
waere emotionally, are now getting help fartheir ] haar: )
debiltating depression. Perhaps this text mes- | il recoant @l of your wonderfis deade
sage that came a a follew-up 1o the Movem: - Bealm s

ber 1% event sums it up best:

{ Wil pratee the nam & of God with-2 song,

‘*____: Feding better nowtha | am going | will o gy Fim Wi tahagiving .
to therapy twice a weel. | called an anger - Psalmega
management coach and she contacted 3

specialist for me through her program, Enter s gates with thankagiving
Plus, those sessions are freg, so tha's a and iz cowds with pralms!
blessing financially. Thank you so much!" Give #raviks D W) bless e namead

= Psalm 00
Thank YOU S000 mueh 5t John AME

Churchl f & because of you and your support (EEEEHEET =78 CRPRTERL R e T len d e B e
that iTHRIVE Youth Ministry continues to.offer and eal ontie rame of fre LORD,

the burder-removing, yoke-destroving, spirit- - Fsalm 13817

filed ministry of Friday Mite Live: The Uttimate
Word and Warship Event.

Give thamhe o e LORD of hosts,
forthe LORE jsgood,
forhis slead Get-ove andues D)’

If you have never been fo 2 Friday Nite Live - deremiah 331
event amd have writen # off 25 som ething. omly

for teens, you are missing ot on expenencing | give Hrankisto m. o God #hwa ye b rou be-
one of the most poverfl and engaging Word | BEE TS T e - e == & orF T T [T

and Worshio events in North Aabama. wef e
-1 Qotimthiarm 1:4

Evethamszs in 3l eireud slapecs; Brimeiz e
il of God m Gl Jeouls
-1 Thessalenbans 518

O ot be gnriolie abobl arphmg, bt in s
rything by o yer and stoolicahon with thanmre-
giling et ypolrieguesic be wade knownio
Gog.

< Philipplans <48

"Amen! Blesseg and oy 'and wisdom amd
fhamhiagrving ond fremor and powes @ m gk
b= foowr God D ver and Sver! Amen "

- Reyelation 712
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Doris Beverly Outlaw
by Rufus and Agnes Gilmore

There i an Old Dansh proverk which
states “What you are & God's gift to
yviou; what you de with yoursell s your
giftte Gad',

Doris Beverly Oullaw was bam in
Huntsville, Alabama on December 18,
1843 to the late Roker and Margaret
Clutlawe. She confessed hope in G hrist
at an early age at St Jobhn AME,
Church and was baptzed by Pastor 3.
S. Hereford, Thus began her journey of
faithful service to her church and com
munity. She wias a dedicated steward
ess, Sunday Scheol Teacher and G hoir
lember,

Doris mastered the art afteaching and maolding
young lives.  [Buring the summer she taught
reading and language skills at Alabama A&
University. Cing of the students she touched
was Anthony J. Powell, he states, "hMs. Outlaw
was & firm teacher who inspired you te excel in
all as peck of life, Herlessars not only includ-
ed reading and language but lessons on life
aned hew to handle vourseff as men and wam
en helonging to Christ, s, Outlaw will forever
live in ry heart becauwse of her gentle spirit
and her unwavering dedication te educating
those who were entrusted to her care”. Daris
served as an Elemerntary Schoal Teacher in
the Huntsville City School for over 35 years.

Doris was bomn in December and started a D e
cember club, Each December Doris . would
coardinate a celebration of all church members
biorn in or celebrating wedding anniversaries in
December, She took great pride and enjoy-
rment inthie fme of fe llows hip.

One of Gods gifts to Dors was music and Do
ris's gift to us was that melodious, harmonious,
pleasant and beaufiful soprane woice, We
should all hewilling, a5 Doris was, to share our
gifts 1o bless others, but most of all to honar
God, Dors was a loyval member of the Music
Department and served inthe Sanctuary Ghair
for many years,

Doris leaves ta cherish her memary her be-
loved san, Christopher 5, Outlas, her sister
Madeling Cutlawe, her nephew Richard Outlan,
her godchidren Sharon M. Daniek and Erica
Hakey and a hest of S5t John famik and
friends.

By Rosemary Wels

Warld AIDS Day & held on December 17 each
wvear and i an opportunity for people worldaide
to unite in the fight against HIW, show theirsup
part for peaple lving with HIY and te corfmmem-
orate people who have died.

Sharsd
far -an

The 2013 theme for World AIDEDay & "
Respersibility: Strengthening Resuli
AIRE-Free Ganeration.”

Show wour support for people lving with HIW en
World AIDS Day by wearing a red ribban!

For more information on HAWFAIDS amareness
go 1o the website weasas hivaware org.uk

The WMS Sponsors
Blankets Project

The St John Women's Missionary Society

(WSS willl be denating blark ets. and quills to
the Neonatal Imtersive Care Unit at Huntwville

Hospital. The blarkets will be usedto drape
crits and incubators ocoupied by high risk,
criically ill infarts and will be taken home by
the parents as a keegpsaie. 5t John members
are encouwraged to azsist by donating guils
and blankets made from prewashed fabrics
such as cotton or flannel in colors of your
choice, The sze should be between 30 to 45

inches soquare.

The WME would love to have the blan kets

by the end of Nowember, but will accept
them threugh December 18h.

N EVEEY
THIMNG OINE
HC_‘EJ:)TT-TL-‘NF{S F o R
THIS 1S COoOD'S
WwwILL FORD o)
1 CCHFEOST

lESLIS,
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Youth Ushers
Elect Officers

By Claudinette Purifoy Fears

it & officiall! On Sunday, 2F October 2013, the
members of the 5t John Yawuth Ushers elected
their leadership for the new Corference Yeal.

Cificers are as follows:

President... . ...oocimninnan Alicia Brownlow
Wiege President.................. Wallage Parham
Secret@arnry...........oco e iervennn. . Mariah Gullatte
Lgsistant Secretary o........... Ashley Ann Lewis
H- - AR R e SR R S Curtis Mayes
Chaplain., .........coooerieeiveeevnenn, . Bavid Wielks

Congratulatons to this great group of yvoung
people. They are willing to serve the church
and our cormmunity. Our ministry 5 continuing
to grow. If you are 12 years of age or more
and are interested in serving withthis group of
dynamis young people, contact M. Agnes
Gilmore or the Church affice far mare infor-
rmation.

STy Texting Teen
— Newsl
= ad By hlariah L. Gullatte
e

M ovember alre ady™

Wow, this year has flown by so quickhd. All the
more reasen to pull eut the wikey! This.& the

1 time to share with family, friends, and a time to

share with others. & season of thankfulness for
everything od has done in owr lives. Waie
sure you take time o share with others.

The YPQ continues to make a differenee in
individuals lives by volunteering at the Manna

O House and C hiistmas Charities,

YPO rmeetings are on third Saturdays of the

o month and new members are always wel

comed!

ATTENTION ALL EXTRA KIDE: If ywaou partick
pate in ANY extracurricular activities, please

provide a copy of your schedule to poston aw
YPQ hoard so that your ehurch family ean

come and support youl €

Until next ime! TTYL{ Tak Te %ou Later).

Pastor's Aid's
Annual Bake Sale

The Pastors Aid Board will held #s annual
Bake Sale on Movember 24th after the 8 am
and 10:50 am Services. . This & an excellent
pppartunity to. get your bakied goods for
Thark s giving.

December Datesto Sem em ber
foke Releaze Month
Chigem tymion ewery weelk in the Mantir of Cecembar

Sunday, Becember 1° 2 am & 10:50 am
Advent Begims, Candlefreath Lighting
Wednesday, D ecember 4" A pm
Selah Memorlal Service

Sunday, December 8" following 10:50 service
AMENewsletter Taste Tea

Wednesday, O ecember 11" B pm
Cammunity Farum

Sunday, December 157 I am
Ehrstmas - Pragram

Wednesday, D ecember 18" 12 pm &8 pm
Bikilz Stu d‘:.l'

Becember 187 & Hth

Haliday Basket Padiing

Saturday, December 21
Haliday Bask et Distribyution
Tues day, Degember 24" 630 pm
Chrstmas Eve —Walkc i The Ligii
Tues day, December31® 1000 pm
Wateh NightWorship Service
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Update from the Soup
Kitchen Ministry

<=
5

Bik AND WEITTIRYE

We All Meed Help Sometime

T there be am ong you 3 poor m an of one of
thy brethren within any of thy gates in thyland
wiichk e Lo thy God givelh thee, thou shalt
not harden thine heart, nor shat thine hand
Fom thy poor brother; but thow shalt open thine
hand. wide unto kim, and shalt swely lend him
sufficient for ke meed, i that whick ke
waniteth " Dewteronomy 15 7-8:;

ot. John's October Soup Kitchen was opened
with a loving new appeal. Becawse of the dire
egopomic situation facing millers of Amerke
cans and our cwn AME brothers and skters,
Rev. Sheri beck oned all, especially our ewn te
come by, callto place & pick-up dinner arder,
to feaston a nutritious hot mealfor as mamy a
needed.

Fer surely a the body of Christ we share in
the responsibilty for one another. Generosity
should be a response to our ever mataring re-
latiors hip with Christ: The point here & not to
fulfil obligation without understanding. The
bady of Christ & all about relationship. with
each other under the authority and grace of
Jesus Christ who & the head, At times, it can
be a challenge to climb out of our sefshness
and give. Lkewise, letthe Holy Spirit lead you
in receiving generosity just the same, WE ALL
MEED HELF SCQMETIME!

Cur third andfourth Tussday Soup Kitchen
isopento ALL aswell-as our OWH,

Women's Ministry Tidbits!
LET GO ANDLET GOD

Whenyou retreubled and warried
and sick atheart
And youwr plars are upset
and yourworld falk apart,
Remember God's ready
and waiting to share
The burden you find rmuch tos
heawy to bear—
Sowith faith let go and let God
lead the way
Inta a brighter and less troubled day,

Helen Steiner Rice

2013 TASTE TEA

The Seventeenth Annual Taste Tea, sponsored
by the ANM.E.Mewes letter Staff, will be held Sun-
day, Decamber B, 2013 after the 10:50 a.m,
worship sersvice, 5t Jdohn members and
friends are asked to bring their favorite dish
and the recipe (to. be published in the 3014
AMEMN.). Please bring yvour diehiegs) to the
felloas hip hall prior to ether worship service.
Share a nen dish that you may have dEcov-
ered during 2073,

Azign up list B located oukide of the pastor's
affice or forms may be picked up and complet
ed in the vestibulz, The forms may be submit
ted to the coerdinators, Mrs. Claire Philadelph
ia or Dr. Bridget Floyd.

The second edition ot & Taste of . John
and Friends coolkboolk will be available a
thetea, It will make a great Christ mas gift.
The cost of the cookbook is $10.00.

Christmas Drama Planned
For December 15th

The 51 John Drama Minitry & preparing for
the 2013 Christmas.  production  entiied
"Ringing in the Great Mews — Jesus an In-
ternational Savier," The children's play comes
with a similar title, "The Good News." Thi

presentation will ke held at 10 am on Sunday,
December 15", Come and be blessed!

Directors are Danna Gullatte, Cheryl Anderson
and Amber Hurmp hrey.
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Holiday Baskets Food Drive

st John AME Church
Church-wWide Senvce Project #4 Holiday Baskets

Coordinators: Pauletts Williams, Maeola Snell Peoples, the Rewerend Sheri Smith Oaybom

&t John family and friends are: asked to prayverfully donate the follewing for those wha are in
need of a Holiday Food Basket,

1. drled beans 10, garn {ganned)

2. rice 11, potatoes (box or package)
3. mac-recheese 12 cai e mix

4 egorn meal 13, eereal (grits or oatmeal)
5. flaur 14k stuffing

& all 16, cranberry sauce
7oyamsicanned) 18, Kookaid

B. green beans (canned) 17. sugar

g peas I:l:ann'Eﬂ‘,l

A tirkey willl also be provided in the basket, but the churchwill not-be accepting donatiors of har-
keys at'ths time, unlessit & a monetary donation.

You may alko make a monetary domation toward thie projectA donation F5000 will cover the
eostof & holiday basketfor a famikin need. Any monetary denation will be aceepted.

Frocessfor Recelvng 2 Baslet

If you know of families who are in need, or if your family & in
need of a holiday hasket, please submit theiryour name to
one of the coordinatars. Please do notshare with the family
‘that their name & being submitted. The church will contact
them once.we determine what resources will allow us todo,

Thark yvou inadvance for your willingresstoshare,
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MNovember |Is Diabetes Awareness Month
By Rosemary Wells

mi'.ii al A& repaorted 223 million peaple inthe Unted States were diagnosed with Type 1 or Type 2 diabe-
“;rlﬂ ,F " tes according to the study Economic Costs of Diabetes in the U5, in 2012. The American B iz

quwpput, hetes Association reported that 429 milion African Amefican adults are |iving with i, African
¥ | .- American men have one of the highest rates of diabetes and have a deproportionate amount of
P irs o« diabetics undiagnosed, which means they are waking around with it and do not even Know.
h . dwg HEk .l’lj'i"_,.

“"Bverybody needs to be asare of diahetes. With the use of cefain medicines and marked in-
crease of childhood obesity, we're seeing more and more Type 2 diabetes with severe diabetes
in childhood and early adulthood,” says James M. Sullivan, M. D, an associate professor of inter-
nal medicine at Meharry Medical College and a board- certified internist and endocrinologist in
MNazhville, Tennessee. "If they hawe itintheir family, they needto arrange to get check ed periodi
cally, paricularly ' if they have symptoms lice getting up at night to. go to the bathroom or yeast
infections in women and trouble with sex lives in men.”

Eating too many sweets does NOT cause diabetes! Some people call it “sugar” but having diabe-
tes is far from sweet and the numberoffoks lving with the complicated dsease is staggering.

Type 1 Diabastes is an inherted autsimmune defect; the body's Immune systerm attacks the
pancreas andkills the celk that mace insuling @ hormone needed that helps the body to use gle
cose (sugar) found in food for energy. When this happers the pancreas stops producing irsulin,
causing the sugar inyour bload to rise, Type 1 diabetes usually presents tself in childien and
voung adults; it i a lifelong iliness and affeck 5% of the populaton. Having Type 1 dialbetes, you
must tae insulin to survive; there & no other reatment far the dsease.

Type 2 Didbetes results when the body does not produce ensugh ins ulin andfor is unabkle
to use irsulin properly (this is ako referred to as 'insulin resistance’. This form of diabetes usual
Iy oceurs in people whe are over 40 years of age, averweight, and have a family history of diabe
tex, atthough yvou don't' necessarily have to have diabetes in your family to develop the deease.
People with Type 2 diabetes may initially be akile to manage their diabetes with a combination of
healthy eating, physical activity, and aral diabetic medications . Eventually their plan of care may
inglude insulin,. By following. a well thought out diet plan and exerceing to los e weight same Type
2 diahetics can decontinue the we of insulin or diabetic me dications atogether.

Gestational dizbetes develops during pregnancy and methers have a higher risk of devel
oping Type 2 diabetes later in life.

Symptoms of diabetes may include being very thirsty, frequent wination, weight loss, increas ed
hurnger, blurry wision, irrtability, tingling ernumbress in hands or feet, wounds that do not:heal,
extreme unexplained fatigus, and frequent skin, bladder er gum infection. Cemplications resulting
from pearly managed diabetes are hear attack s, strokes, blindness, Kidney disease, blood vessel
disease (that may require amputation), nerve damage, as well as, impotence in men.

People who drop their weight by 10 percent can sometime decreas e the risk by 80 percent bz
betes patient should be seen atleastevery & monthe by a diabetic specialst (an endocrinolagist
of a diabetalogist and have regular eyve exams {once ayear) by an ophthalmologist,

The need to leam howto moniter blood glucose i very important. Daily testing of blood sugars
will determine how well the meal, aclivity and medication plarns are working to keep blood glu-
cose levels.in a normal range. 410 & the primary test used for diabetes management and diabe
tes research, sometimes salled the hemaglekin A1C, HBAe ar ghyeshemaglokintest. The A1C s
a (blood) lak draven at least twice a year by yawr physician; it 5 an owverview of your average per
centage of blood glucose (sugar) levek for the past 3 months. The higher the percentage the
higherthe person’s blood glucese levels have been. & normal A1 0 level is 5.7 percent.

To obtain mare information contact the American Diabetes Association of Alabama @ 205-E70
5172, et 3072 3018 Montclair Road, Suite 218, Birmingham, &labama 35213
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Church School Lesson Overview — December 2013

Thise month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Willie J, Sandifer.

December 1, 2013

Lessan Title: The Angsl Foretells Jesus'
Birth

Lesson Scripture: Luke 1:28-45

Print; Luke 125-40

Devotional Songs: #1180, #£272 ], and #1195 []
Key Verse; "Wou will conceive and give birth
ta a san, and you arete call hirmJesus" (Luke
1:31).

In this lesson the appearance of Gabriel to
Mary takes us to the cusp of the watershed
moment of biblical histary, We zee it better
We keep in mind some Key elements of the
Bilile's story line, The angelic appearance oc-
curred when Israel was under the rule of the
Roman Empire. The Romans conguered Ju-
deain@3 BC, about 20 years later they can-
solidated their power further threugh Eing Her-
od the Great: He was a ruthless |local ruler who
cooperated with Rome

The Romans were skilled adminstrators, but
their rule aver kraelwas still oppressive. Most
offensive of all, the Remans were pagans —
Worshippers offals e gods. Roman rule meant
that the injustice and moral evik of that empire
were sustained by allegiance to fake gods
whao represented thatewvil.

An awareness of Jewish marriage sustoms in
the: biblical period will help in undestanding
the text. Marriages were usually arranged by
farnilies, with the input and approval of the pro-
speotive couple. Becauwse the economy of the
fime was simpler, people were given responsk
Lilities atwhatseems a young age to us. Thus,
yaung women could be maried as young as
13 years of age.

When a marmiage was agreed 1o, the couple
wias comsidered legally bound, but they did not
live together as husband and wife until the day
of the marriage. On that day, the groom went
to the bride's family's home, received his bride,
and escorted her back to his famil's home,
where a feast of celebration was prepared,
Priar to the wedding day, the groem and bride
weere forbidden to have sexualrelations,

December 8, 2013
Lesson Title: Mary Sings Her Prase

Lesson Scripture: Luke 14858

FPrint Luke 1:45-58

Devotional Songs: #111[; #108]; and #1173
Key “erse: "Mary said; "My soul glarifies the
Loard and my spint rejoices in God my Saw
ior™ { Lulce 1486, 47).

This lesson 5 part of the account of Mary's visit
to Elizabeth, who beeame the mother of John
the Baptist Both women became mothers of
children concewed by Gad's miraculous inter-
wvention, ant beth children became instrumental
in fuffilling Gods pramiees. But Marys child
wis inherenthy superior, and so Elzabeth
hailed her & "the mother of my Lerd'. The fa-
cus of attention was not on the mothers, but on
their children — especially Mary's ehild — and
what Godwas to accamplish through them:

Mary responded to Elzabeth's greeting with
the song that & today's texdt. Lke the Psalms
and other poetry of the Old Testament; it de
rved it poetic gualties not from meter ol
thyrne, but frem the expression of ideas in par
allels. Two, three, or maore statements follow on
another to express similar concepts, creating a
byrical effect that comeeys both thought ancd
feeling.

The themes of Mary's song are familiar to read-
ers of the Old Testament Mary adapted tradi
tional expressions of hope in God's promises
a5 she reacted to God's announcement that He
was aboutto fulfilthose promises. Mandssong
most closely resembles Hannah's prayer of
praize after the birth of Samuel,

Decamber 15, 2013

Lesson Title: Zecharigh Prophesies about
His Son, John

Lesson Scriptire; Luke 1:57-80

Frint Luke 1:57, 58, E87-78

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #108[; #2351 [0
and#112 ]

Key Yerss: "You, my child, will be called a
prophet of the Most High; for wou will ga on
before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to
give his people the knowledge of sahkeation
through the forgiveness of their sims” (Luke
1:FE, 77

This lesson is the zenith 1o the prophecy of
Jdohn the Baptets Bith, Zechariah, an. eldarky,
childless priest, had recewved from Gods anpgel

e EoT T S L
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Church School Lesson
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a pledge that he would become the father of a
son whe would announce the fulfilment of
Gods promises: Zechariah responded with dis-
belief a5 a cautionary sign of judgment, God
rendered him unable tospeak for atime.

Zechariah's ukimate reaction, ke Man's song,
5 a poetic expression for praise to God. Em-
playing parallel expressions typical of biblizal
poetry, Zechariah's song echoes key themes of
prophetic promise from Israel's Scriptures. As
God had fulfiled His surprising promise that
Zechariah would become a father, 50 God will
fulfill Hiz gre atest promises for all.

December 22, 2013

Les=zon Title: Jesusis Born

Lesson Seripture: Luke 2:1-20

Primt: Luke 2:1-17

Tentative Devotional Songs: #120 [; 118; and
#10E

Key “erses: "She gave birth to her firstbom, a
son. She wrapped him'in cloths and placed him
ina manger, because there was no guest roam
availalble forthem” (Luke 2:7}.

The: faithful looked to the promses of Scripture
for hope, God had promised a greal Son of
David to rdle over His people. He had promised
that beyoand exile lay restoration, lke the exo-
dus of Moses' ime. One day the pagan paners
would be destroyed, and God would rule su-
preme over all natiors. Through centuries had
passed since God gave Hi promises, the faith-
ful locked beyand the failures of their forefa-
thers and kept their trnet in God's promiee to
take back His world.

These ideas oross with Luce's story of Jesus'
birth, The poner of Rome s portrayed through
i powmer to tax We glimpse the eppression of
Eraglinthe poverty of Jesus' family. The pram:
e of God 5 clear as we hear again of Dawvid,
whose promized Son & to rule over all.

December 23, 2013

Lesson Title: Jesus is Pressnted in the
Temple

Lesson Scripture: Luke 2:27-40

Print: Luke 221, 22, &25 38

Tentative. Devational Songs: #1112 []; 121; and
#1272 )

Hey Versas: "My eves have seen your sahia-
tion, which you have prepared inthe sight of all

Church School
Book Club

flevember 2013
Dﬁnussmn Date: 23 November
1000 A = 1130 AL K.

Tempted by Trowble, Eng Jerome Didcey,
2011

December 2013
DEcussion Date: 21 December 13
10:00 AN — 1130 & .

The Last Noel, Michael Malone, 2003

The Lag Neel & & beautiful giftto American
fictian, In a deeplytouching tale, The LastM oel
captures ‘the exuberance and poignancy of 3
lasting friendship between & man and a wom-
an fram wery different backgrounds, Noni Til-
den and Kaye King grow up and grow close as
their lives come dramatically together through
four decades of mmukuous ehange In a srmall
s uthern: towm, :

The story begins in 1883 when Kaye fist
meet Monl on the e of their seventh bith-
days. On that Ohrstmas Eve, Kave climbs
through her bedroom window to invite her o
come sledding with him in a rare southern
snowfall Dver the mesd thirty yeams on hwehee
days af Chrstmas, they mestto share the pas-
sion, the sacrifice and the romanee of 3 life-
time,

At once exquis ﬁE'I'p' wiitten and tearfully joyful,

The Last Noal is one of the great love stories
ofourtime,

Church School Lesson

natiors' (Luke 2:30, 31).

ThHie lessoan B set in the Jenwsalem temple
apainst the background of the requirements of
the Law of Mozes. The templewas the center of
ancient Israel's worship. In the wilderness just
after the exodus fram Egypt God irstructed k-
rael on hbuilding a tabernacle for worshig, The
tabernacle and s successar, the temple, repre
sented God's presence with His people. But as
the |lsraeltes descended further and further inta
sin, na king proved to be the one whose throne
Godwould establish forever.
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St John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Mowember 16, 2013 South Birmingham Hurtswville Bessemer Planning Mesting,
St . dohn Huntswville

Mowvember 20, 20940 Thankful People Worship Service
Mo wvember 23, 2014 Prepare Thanksgiving Boxes
Mo vember 24 2013 Bake S5a=
Mosember 25, 2013 Distribute Than ksgiving Boxes
Mowember 28, 2013  Thanksgiving Day
DECEMEER |15 Y OKE FELEASE MIDINTH
December 4, 2013 Selah Memorial Service, 500 p.m.
December 8, 2013 Taste Tea, dter 10:80 am service
December 15, 2013 Christmas Program, 10:00 a.m.
December 24, 2013 Christmas Eve Candlelight Servce, 830p.m,

December 25, 2013 Christrmas Day

Thatif you confezs with yourmowth, "Vesus fs Lo " and believe in your keart
INBENIE that God raised him from the dead, you wil be saved Bom ans 10:9
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Pastor's Message

Living Free far Advent
Ealah& -7

in the Minth District of the AME Church, December & Yoie Release Month, Each week in De-
cember, every AME church in &labama will celehrate Holy Communion, During that celelbration
all persons are encouraged to wriite down all of the burdens {or yehes) that they are praying to
leave behind in 2013, Atthe end efthe year (gt each chureh's Watch Night s& vicel, all of those
waritten burders will be burned to symbolize then destuction and then inability to go forth indo
2o14

Therefore, 5t John's mantra for December s "Live Free” Thie s the theme of Advent. Jesus
came to fiee us from sin (Matthew 1:21). Jesus camea thatwe may have life and have it more
abundanthy (John 10:70)

In keeping with this theme, we have been busy with aclivitizs that will help s live in frezdom.
We hada Selah Memorial Service for departed loved ones connected to our chureh famibky, We
decided to celebrate theze lives so that cedain persons in owr chureh family would ke able to
endure their absence during this season, We ako sparsared a Sommunity Forum that focus ed
on bringing better relatiors betveen law enfarcement and African Amencan youth Cur churoh
concluded & bible study on surviving the tragedies of life {inspired by Lifeof 0. | am beginning
A new bible study with the men of the ehureh ths menth, Futhermore, we are distributing holk
day bask ets for those in need ths C hristmas - In addition, warious ministries are doing their part
to live free. Same are reaching out by giving various kinds of aid to famiiies in need this season,
Other ministries are reaching within by holding Chretmas fellowships. We realize that ewen
Farkr Pabic §.Ceyborn, PR, | those closestio us may feel malated inthistime efyear, Ouryear will conelude with twe special
s=rvices. a Christmas Eve sandlelight service ane a Watch Might service on New Year's Bie.

We will no lenger be bound by fear, finances, abusive elatiorehips, addictions, shame, regret,
past mitakes, imitafons from others, dead end jobs, lew fiwing, negative thinking, gossip, lies,
betraval, loww self-esteam, insecurties, denial, silence, hatred, and sorrow, Wikh svary commun-
lonserice, we declare that we will ke free by God's grace! We intend to lead new kes in lave
and charity with our neighliors. We will love cwseles . We will love God and trust God' s word
as-true,  That truth will set s free (Jehn 832y We will celebrate the hith of God's Sen an
Chiistmas Eve with the assurance that whom the Sonsets free & free Indzed (John B:3G). We
willburn aur "yokes” on New Years Eve as a symbol that God's ‘anpinting will destroy amy bur-
den that seeks to bleck us (kaiah 10:27). By 2014, we will be FREE

Live free with us! Live.in the freedom of God's love and light. Live inthefreedom of God's word,
You are the head and not thetail (Dewteronomy 228130, Jesus does all things well (Mark 73735,
God will make your enemies your foolstoak (Psalm 110:1), Jesus & with you throughout the
apes (ldatthew 28:30) Live free fram waorry, frarm haters, from despair, from underachigving,
from procrastination, from facades, from ignorance, from jealsusy, from pride, from drama. from
hopelessness, fomspintualstarvation, and from confusion

We inwite you to join us for amd and all of our freedom activities this momth. If you are inthe area,
wie would love to have you with us, If yau cannot reach us physically, jein us I spirt, Practices
freedom along with uws, Give God the prage. Be goodto yourself. Help those around you. I
wite Gods Spititto lead you. Forwheie God's Spiritis, there & freedom (2 Cornthians 2,17}

Te all of you our faithful readership
From the loving famiky of 5t John AME Chuieh

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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A Christmas Reflection
Good News: Jesus is Still Emmanuel

By The Heverend Sheri Smith Clavbarn

Loak the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel ' which means, "God is with Us. "~ Matthew 1; 23 NRSY

it the m ot nonderfel tme of the peaar  the time of year that peaple anticipate all year long, Gift
giving/recewning, parties, sociak | fellowships, food, timming the treg, and wvacationing .comprise
Just @ shart |t of what many people look forward to duringthe Qhiistmas seasan. &fter all, whal
better way = there to end the year™

While | have always loved Christmas, | must say that the older | get (and prayverfully the wiser)
the more | value the Emmanuslin Chistrmas: All of the other "stuff’ i= nice, but it 15 net primary
Mozt of it = not eversecondary. It amazng how living Ife has the ability to change a peson's
perspectve. Life helps us see more clearty what B most imipodant during the season.

| find great joy- oy unspeakable- ink nowing that Jesus B =4l Emmanuel. He did not ceasete be
Emmanuel aftei HE naming or once people statedte laud praises upon Him Jesus i gtill Em-
manuel He & still the One who wallks with us, taks with us, and reminds us that we are HE own
He i still the One who & able to be with 18 no matier where we are and no matter bwhat cireum-
stances in which we find surselves.

While Hre mogt wonderyl! dme of the year s often filled with the stressoms of life; the stiess of
what others think you sheuld ke able to de, what vou feel you should de, what you want to da,
and the reality of what 1gally 5. Emimianugl. While family continues to go threugh the Esues af
heing famik. . Emmanudel, While sickness looms.. Emmanugl While fuloughs and gove mment
shut-deans are seemingly on the horzon.. Emmanuel While feartries te heep you from releas-
imgthe yoke that has had vou bound for many years o1 maybe justthis year.. Emmanuesl. While
you ponder, "What's mexf?  Emmanuel, While you grieve whatused to be and at the same fime
anticipate whatshall be... Emmanuzl, Jesus gontinues o send the eminder to each one of us
thatHe i still Emmanuel . God With U E! And that s GOOD NEWS!

Just inoase this B not the most nondedel hme of the year for vau, held an to what many of us
are heldingento... Jesus..  Emmanuel.,. God B with us! While the season may hold its diffioulties
and coneerns, Hstill heolds great wender just because of Emmanuel

— s - o
St Py -'{f.ﬂ_.-.l".-'l‘-.l'.l:' i T
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Advent Puts the "Joy" back into, "Joy to The World"

By Barbara Jehnzan

The new retail store Thrstmas catalog arrved yesterday. It was slick, with all the trappings of the
holiday shopping season. There were hig glossy, photo shopped pictures of lowely families
around the tres with tors of beautifully wrapped presents an Christmas moming. | was in the gra-
cerystare the other day and before | knew it, | was humming aleng 1o "Let it Snow, Lat it Snow,
Let i Snow"” It was not even Thanksgiving and the public was being bombarded wuth Christmas
shopping ideas, Ghristnas music, Pre-Black Friday sales; before Christmas sales and stores
opening atter Thankz giving dinnersales. Onecannot help bul feel lle Charliz Brown in A Charfe
Browm Chiztm a2, when he laments te e fiend Unus, "Is there amyone who knows what Christ
mas k all abouwt™"

sometimes, the trug meaning of Chrstmas can get lost in the fray of shepping, decorating and
the busyness of Ife. That is why Advent 5 so special. toauses one to "pump the brakes,” stop
for @ moment and really become cognizant of the true meaning of Chrstnas. For the four Sun-
days before Christmas, the chureh will be exploring Advent and deepening it undestanding of
Christmas-

Im 1883, M. Bnita Burrs (g k.a. Momma Neef) wanted to Implement a new tradition at 1. John
to bring about @ more sincere appreciation for Chrstmas. Memma MNeet was a Stewardess, and
suggested thatthe Stevardess Board take the lead with this project, The AdventWreath was
secured, the readings were printed and presentatiors were arranged for the four Sundays lead-
ing up te Chrstmas. and for C©hristmas meming semwice. The Advent service has been olseived
at 5t Jdohn since it was first imftiated by Memma Nest [ oontinues to imspire and implore the con-
pregation to think past the pretty presents, the glite and the glamer of Christmas, and really em
brace thetrue meaning of C hrstmas ... the birth of the Savor of the Warld. Thi= is His birth-
cay,

To gain & richer undestanding of Sdvent you must understand the meanings of the symbols of
Agvert. The prepamation for Chist's caming & enriched by the symbolism af the Advent Wieath,
The purpaze of the wreath 5 to heighten the understanding of Shretmas. The cireular wieath of
green symbolzes the everlastng life found in Christ. The wreath reminds believers of the eter-
nal, unshanging leve af God, made evident to them through HE Son, The candles an the wreath
signify God's Sen as the light of the waild. The three purple candles reprezent losve, haps, and
peace, The pink candle repres ents joy, The white candlz is the Chrigt Candle and is it an
Christrnas moming (or Christrnas Evel, symbolizing His entrance into the world. The readings
and sangs are just reminders that Chrstmas & Love, Hope, Peace and the Joy of Jesus in the
Christian fife.

Zo, vehen we see the Advent Wreath, it'is a reminder of the Lowe, Hopa, Peace and Joy Ghrist
mas bringsto us all in the form of a baky, berm on Christmas marning

Hapoy Brthday Jests!

|

‘ |
-mﬁ!‘
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Fifty-Plus Auxiliary Led Annual Harvest Sunday

By Cliton Miller

On Movember 10, 2013, the Fifty-Plus Ausiliary led 5L John insbserving the Annual Harvest G ek
ebratign at the 1050 am, worship service. [twas a spirit-filed eelebration with members of the
Auiliary performing worship tasks throughout the service. Music was |ed by the Gospel ©hon
and the Dance Minstry minlstered in dance. &5 this was the Sunday hefore Weterans Day, a spe

cial ributeto veterans was given by Lt Col Felicia Carter, The R everend Meriam Gamett is pres-
Ident afthe Fifty-Plus Au=iliary,

The guest preacher for this accasion was the Reverend D octor Keith Deanaldseon D, Lawrence af
Global EmPOWERment Minstries of Atlanta, Georgia Dr. Lanrence is & native aof Trinidad, West
Indies: He was called to minstry and ordained in the African Methodist Episcop al (2ME) Church
atthe young age of 12. Hi late mather, Mis. Lena Simeon Lawrence whowas ako an ardained
minster, & largel espons ible for D Lawrenee's exposure te minstry and spiritual naurs hing
Dr, Lawrence earned his Doctor of Minstry degree at United Theological Seminary in Daytan,
i hia

With he infectious smile and calm dsposition, Br Lawaence delivered a fiery message that was
biblicaly based, spirtually ins plring, and weil receved,

Thanks to everyone who paricipated and attended this wondedul preagram. Te God bethe gloryg!

e
T ﬁyﬂ‘m Gospiel Choir;
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Women's Ministry Tidbits! A Message from the
During this Holy Season, Lord help us to show Sﬂup K|tc hE|"|

the waorld the love You've enveloped us in Al
I us te be a reflection of Your light, so that i
mayshine on all who come inta contact with us. : ;
In the Mame of Christ, the Newborn Child, we ST [OTHN AME CHUREH
Pray. Arnen SO KTTOHEN

A and AtH Tiesadays

LE 30 aom— 1 Og g

239 Chuwieh Strest = Murstseille, AL
o 1B crner of - Ol 9 ail Rl ety

ALL ARE WELCDOME

A SEASON FOR EVERYTHING

"To everything there 5 aseasan”
« Eeclesiastes 3:1

Did you Know that the last line of the song
“Tum! Turn! Tum!” used the lyrics from the Qld
Testament book of Eccleslastes™ "To ewvery
thing there & a season,” praclaire the writer of
Ecclesiastes, "3 time far every purpese unde
= the heaven” (317 He then lsts some of the
seasons in human experience: birth and death,
pgain and loss, tears and laughter, meuning
and danging. Just as the zeasams in nature
change, so do the seasons in our lives. Ow
circunstances never stay the same for lang,
Az Christians, we are thankful that God does
not ehange. "l am the Lord,” He said through
the prophet Malachl “l do net change " (Mal.
2H)

When we think of the homeless and the hure
gry, things for them do not-seem to chanpe.
Mamy seem lest in endless missry and disar-
ray. We are then reminded that the true story
of Christmas & more than Angek and Shep
herds, We miet not remain beside the manger,
but understand that each of us has the oppor-
tunity and obligation o dive inte the warld and
8 rescue those exhausted by their need and des-

pail

Cortinue toseek g differemt "seazon” for those
in need, Soup ktchan wil be held the thid
Tuesday of December, and resums the reg-
ular schedule during the News Year. Wery
Christrmas.and Happy New Year fram the Food
Zervices Ministry,
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Eliminating Stress During the Holiday Session
By Fosemary Wells

Welsame to the holiday =easan-that whirkvind of gift- giving
halidays, malketing hitzes, holiday parties and activities ga-
lare that begin right after H alloveeen, builds to Tharksgiving,
and wontinues gaining momentum through the end of the
yearl

While this- season & meant to bring feelings of love, peace
and joy; s alse the harbinger of holiday stress and depres-
sion far many. Stress and depression can run your Falidays
and hurt your health,

Gtress i what one feek when they have to handle more than
normal. When stressed, the body responds & thouph ong s
in danger. & makes hormones that speed up the hear, makces one breathe faster, and gives a
burstof energy. This is called the fight-or-flight response. Some stess B normal and even useful
Stress can help one woik hard ar react quickl'. For example, it can help win 3 race or finish an
important job on time. But # stress happens too often or lasts too long, & can have bad effecs. It
can belinkedto headaches, an upsetstomach, back pain, heart dsease Cincluding heart attacks)
and sven trouble sleeping. It ean weaken the immune system, mating it harder to fight off dis-
ease. If @ person alieady has a health prablem, stress may make it worse. It can maie ane
moody, tense or dépressed. Relatiorships may suffer and one may not do well st woik or schoal,

When the holiday to-delist stretches longer than Santa Claus’ keard, eliminate whatever & un-
necessary. Planning shead can prevent last minute serambling te buy fargotten ters ortnding to
find that perdect gift!

"De all things in mederation,” as thesaying goes. Toe many activities, even if they are fun activi
ties, can eause too much holiday stress and leave one feeling frazzled, rather than fulfilled, When
holiday shepping, ong shauld decide how much they an afford tospend and then stick 1o the
budpget, D e not try to buy happiness with an avalanche of gifts!

EBeing alone during the helidays ean leadto feelings of laneliness and depression. |n arder o pre
vent being alone, ry seeking out community, religious ar sther events during the holidays. YVelun
teering imeto help sthers iz ako a good wayto liftspiris and broaden friends hips!

Learn to say "MO" Saying yes when one should say no can leave them feeling resentful and
pyvervwhelmed

Do not abandon kealthy hakits dunng the holidays! Overindulgence onby adds to stress and guitt!
Take a breather. Make some time for apeselft Taie a long wak at night and stargaze!
Listen to some soothing music! Find something that reduses stress by clearing the
mind, slowsing the breathing and restonng inner calm! Remembering “the reas on for the
season’ and praver alvays helps!

Have a Blessed Holiday Season
and a Prosperous
and Healthy New Year!
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Seventeenth Annual Taste Tea Highlights the Season
By Bridget J. Floyd

The A MEMNawsletter Staffs porsared the Seventzenth Annual Taste Tea on Sunday, [ ecember
8", afterthe 10:50 a.m, worshipservice. The St John Family came through, as usual, by bringing
delicious food The Yourng Peaple’'s Depatment (VPR ) members did an admirable job &3z servers
for the event The AMEN staff members began the day before in staging and decarating the Fel
levas hip Hall in preparation forthe Taste Tea, Thers were néw membes wha contriluted far the
first time as well a those who can be courted on each vear to bring one or more dishes andfar
maie delicious punch to saugment the main dishes, appetzers, side dishes and desserds. Those
wha helped with st up and decoratiors and other strategic factoms were Invaluable,  Editor, Ms
Wedra WMeb aniel, demonstiated great aeativity in decarating.

Thi year the Staff expressed appreciation for contributars by having a drawing for prizes, A
pres entation was made at each worship service and several were draswn during the Taste Tea,
Yaung Patrieh Clayborp I gave an able assist as he drew the names of the recipients in each of

the worship sarvices.

Cockbodss were (and are stilly availakle for 510 =ach, They made a great gift for any eccasion!
Contact any staff member to make a purchase

It you forgot to submit yeur jecipe, you may e mail it to d anl ar

nediamedanisli@pmail.com  Fecipes will be publehed in the 2014 ediion of the newsletter

The coordinator, Mis, Claite Philadelphia and this writer, would (ke to express appreciation o
AMEN editor, Ms. Medra MeDaniel, other AMEN staff members; the YFPD (coordinator, hWhs.
wanne Sandersan)) and the St dohn Family for eantributing from set up to clzan up, and espe-
clally ceming ta "have ataste of 5t John"
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Seventeenth Annual Taste Tea Highlights the Season
By Bridget J. Flayd
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2014

This maenth's Chureh Sehool Leszon reviens
wuere wiritten by Willie J, Sandifer.

Laruary 5, 2014

Leszon Title: Living with Jistice and Meray
Lessan Scripture! Luke @,1-F

Primt: Luke 5:1-11

Devotional Songs: #4370, #272 ||, and #2443 []
Key Verse: "Jesds said to themn, 'l ask you, &
it lawwful ta do geod arte do harm an the Sab-
bath, to save Iife or o destroy ™ (Luke B8)

Application; Tosee God's rationale for giving
the Sabbath Day 1o man

Thie lesson puts Jesus in the spetlight In
providing randam ack of kindness that ad-
dress human needs; hunger and health, The
intert of e Sabbath was not to restonet and
bind sur actiors of gosdwill toward ane anoth-
gn Jesus’ eritics refused to acenowledge this
self-evident thealogical truth and instead ab
lowwed a formalstic view to the Sabbath to
cloud their thinking

The message communicated by the Lord =
clear; serve your felleaw man with feedam and
dignity ar be bound with ritoalistic wules that
deprive us of 3 close understanding with our
creator. If we chooseto mak e helping people a
MNew Year's (esolution, we will be fuffilling auf
duty of being agenk of justice and mersy,

danuary 12, 2014
Leszam Title: Livng Justly with Chhars

Lessan Scripture; Luke 8:17-36

Print: Luke &:17-31

Devotional Songs; #5280, #251[0; and #243]
Hey Verse: "Love your enemies, do good to
these who hate yeu' ( Luke 827,

Loplication: Te zee specific sxamples fo
Ghristian conduct.

In this lesson we ook at Luke's version of the
"Sermion On The Mount” While differing in
miriar details with Watthew's wersion, the twa
sermons resonate the same theme of living
Justhy with athers. The seimons were both
preached from & hillside overlocking the Sea
of Galilee soon after the disciples were select
gd. The sermon laid the foundation for koth
desus’ Disciples-ir Training Program and far 3
new covenant between God and God's people,

Jesus establshes the poor & legitimate mem-
bers of Gods Kingdom and it helongs to them!
Foor people hiave solittle in the world, Butnow
they have access to God's secret Jesus = aidl
that Gods Kingdom & theirs, not only in the
future, but here and now. They can know God's
rile In their jives. He will guide them. He will
care for them

Jandary 19, 2094

Lessan Title! Jesus Teaches about: Humility
Lesson Seriptiie: Luke 1<07-24

Frint Luke 147-184, 22-24

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #381[; #3258 [
and #2443 [

Hey “erse: "Allwho exal themselves will be
humblzd, and those who humble themselves
willbe exatted” (Lues 14715

Applicstion: To consider what changes we
need to make in arder to be ke Jesus,

I this lesson e relock ats ocial pretocok cor
cerning hew we shauld cary suselves in puls
li settings, Jesus used an irstivctive forum ta
relate the importance of humility, social inclu-
sion, and casting a wide net when ane hosts
dinners. Our atitude & the key poaint and deter
minss how real one B when one welcomes
others inta aur hames,

Jesus was wery concerned that He followers
understood the ruies af spintual etiquette. The
parables provided in Luke 14 make this point
res onate within us. Honai, Humility, and Hospk
tality summarize the rules of spirdual efiguette.

desus utilized a radical Idea of henar, Comeern
tionally noteworthy persons would be recog
nized ln being seated in special places of hore
or, usually in the front, Jesus streszed that His
follvers should net immediately mave to the
front but irstead should find a seat at'the bach
and allow the hostto invite them up to the front
Thie & important becawse i one wereseated in
the frant, the host may shame the pemon by
&:King himfher ta move to a less prestigious
place In order to mae room for someone of
higher status. The seating order 5 designed to
reinforee the principle of humility

A miimeisal ooy prpme 1 |
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Church School Lesson Church School

M il o i S Ennk Club
January 35, 2014
Les=son Tit!E: Compassion farthe Poar December 2013
Lesson Scripture. Luke 15 Bmcimsion D atec 21 December 13
Print: Luke. 18:15-31 1V I B 1 | B -0 ¥
Tentative Devational Sangs: #8219 [ 77, and :
#2431 L o
Hey Yerses: "Whoever & faithful in a very |ite The-Sastifhat;iNtatselVe URR; £

iz faithful ako in much; and wheever & dshaon-
es1 in & wvery litle & dehonest alka in
rouch” § Luke 15107,

LApplicaion: Te eredte an anareness of the
stewardship that comes with the grace of Gaod

In this lesson we uncover bazie teachings
about pesonal responsibilty and wealth. We
akka tdie 3 leok at the vauses and conse:
guenges of 2sonomic ineguality, Jesus exhibis
a brilliant sommand of economic theary by
complimenting sconomic resourcefulness  of
the unjust stevweard, by desaribing the true value
of money and by dermyetifying the problem of
weealth redistribution in the paraliles of Lazaris
and Dives

The Pharisees wers among the chief adver-
sanes to Jesus' minstry and teachers. Using
the taditional Jewksh gueston and answer
teaching method, they tried through thelr ques-
fiore to shame, ridicule, and discount Jesus'
authority ta usher in & new spirtuasl depensa-
fian. Jesus presents a series of discourses on
financial matters; Using ong's wealh notts ob-
tain or to beost one's-ego, powern, Bt flaunt
ane's sucecess, butwiselyto help those in need,

AME
Proud

The Dactrine and Discipline
hig

African Mehodist Episcopal Chureh 2092

Be Informed about the doctring and discipline
of yaur chureh:

fou rn.” purchase a eopy of The Doetrine and
I frican hMethodst Episcopal

1gh 2092 from the church: e The cost &
Erll..l This beok & updated every four years 1o
reflect the: adopted legelatire and actiors of
e General Cenferenee,

Aapiulary 2014
Deeuzson Date 18 Jaruary 14
10000 AN, — 17230 A,
The Tim & Hespey, Witeh Albom, 2012

Time - whethier it's oo much or oo [fe- and
howe s handled by fallible homans s e suk
Jeet of best-selling authar Miteh Albanis latesst |
"The Time Keeper! Just a3 with iz sthé his -
"Tuesdays with’ Merriz," "Hawe ‘a Litlle Faih"
"One More- Day' and "The Five People Yau
Meet if Heaver" ks novel ls athought proyos-
1, uigng reades 1o find the depth in hiE sim-
pie, yet Imaginative writings: He has ones
again taken & simple theme dnd ereat=d an
inspirational talethat lingers in 'thie mind long
after the Tast page & read,

Time & fist noticed 200 000 yvears =go by Dar,
an ardinary man with an extraa dinsry nesd 1
gount, measure and bring arder to his days. He
E the first man on earth to count haws, lterally
becaming Father Time, Rather than embrazing
tirme a= & gift fiom God, Dor challenges Him
when his wife digs.

Dor & banshed W 3 ohve When vojces IEE Up

 Hram A popl & they &k, plead and demand

migre tme Certuries have passed, and Do
doesrl vave the splitralstrength 1o take mijch
mere. God sgrees to free him 0f he can help
two people, ateenage gifl mamed Sarah and -an
eldeily man, Wietor, embrage the trie meaning
of fime. Armed with & magical houigless: Dol
travels thr augh fime (nto today's socl=ty

fiteh Allaim | prevides enough’ detail ab crucial
paints in the story 4o inform the eade aof the
diiving themes of e cther supperting sharac-
ters. Sarah and Victor, who are plagusd with
being bound by time. Alopg with Bor, they ae
all prisoneis of the same device. l:ll'll'f wehen the
protagonistfrees Do, doss Por biegin to undenr
stand the semenes and' the meaning of the
very thing he invented. He's & slave| pethaps
in Platds Cave whare he & only expossd 1o
the shadons of Hhoughts and reality fram ouf
side the cave.
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Kids Watching
the Huntsville

Christmas Parade
By Pam Whitshead

Here & a cute candid photo of some of the 51,
Jdohn kids watching the Christmas Parade from
5t Johris paking lot after Christmas Program
Fractice on Saturday, December 7, Kids in the
phota are Kennedy Rankin Grotcheir, Jardan
Fatters on, Jayla Madk, Janise Wiliams, Kiny
berly Whitehead, Anthormy WMack, Eddie White
head. Jr., and Jared Buis.

DECEMBER

Yoake Release Month

From December 1-27 members wil write an a
sheet aof paper these things they will not ake
inte 2044,  On Watch Night, the papers will be
burnee to Iterally burn the past nepgatives. Ak
=, each week during the month of December,
Hely Communion will be served, Thiz will &me
phasce the true meaning of Haly Communion
and serve as a reminder af the great sacrifice
given Tor believes to have this blessing.

The ebservance of Yoie Beleae month will
end an danuary I, 2014, becawse it B the first
Sunday in-the new year At that time, Holy
Communion will again be served a 3 symbel
of Gods promis e of relief from bondage, and ta
renew the covenant with Almighty God to start
afresh,

Church Conference Set
for December 31

Church Conference will be held & 8 pm an
Tuesday, December 31. A light fallowe-
ship meal will be served &t 8 pm, followed by
Wateh Might Service at 10 pm.

Invitation to the Party

By Paulette Bargon

| do notknow how ald | was when | learned the
real meaning of Chrstmas. It was not about
Santa bringing tovs, but itwas the day Jesus
was bom, My grandma (moamma) stated, it &
His hithday and we are having a8 party”

On Chretmas Eve the family would read "The
Night Befare Chrstrmas” story and the Bikle
story about the nightthat Chistwas born, All
kinds af visitors would come ever, some would
stay just leng enaughta give her a little gift and
et @ sip of eggnog (the kind that | was not ab
loiwed to drink) and some would stay all sver
ing. Chrstmas Day was the real celekratian
Family, friends, ehurch members and neighbors
would come ever and the merriment began,
WWe had so much fun, My sister and | had to ga
visll my other grandparents, who only lived a
feww streets owver, but we could not walt to get
back to momma s house. Itwas so Jeyful.

What | did net krnavw until | got elder was that
momma was  calling. everyvone  well hefors
Christrmas day ta imeite them over, She fel no
ane shauld be alene during Chretmas day, She
warnted to mak e sure they had someplace to go
on Jesus' Birthday,

Se if youk now a person arfamily wha recently
lost & loved ape, invite them to the party. That
person who has lostthe spiritto lve, you know
wha they are, invite them to the party, That
family "dope head" invite them tothe party, Go
get Aunt Hattie from the nuising home, that
wheel ehair will fit right in your trunk. Been ire
wite your-cowsin Bae Bae and her bad kids, We
can all get alongfor a few hours,

Do not forgetto invite the mest important per-.

san to the celebration, the Lord, Jesus Chriet
Himself Heis always the life of the paryl

G0 and celefrae with food and 2 choice of
zueet dinks and share gifte of food with peowe
wita Fa ve nodthing orecared . This it 3 saoed
day before our Lovd | don b be dgocted and sad|
fov the jop ofthe Lovd is your shrength!
Nekemlaf 810
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Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins About St. John Members

 Congratulations to Daishy Dupn T, Jeseph
4 on _graduation fwm kasic training on Mo-
wember 8" in Great Lakes, IL. Daishyisthe
daughter of Spedalist Jewsl 5, James,
niece of Lula Rochelle and Llie Riwers, and
granddauglter to the late Benita Jackson.
Daishy iz now stationed in Pensacola, Flon-

da, Congahdations, Daishy!

Congratul afions to Cassig Micole Shmopshire
on her graduation fom Adana A2k Uni-
versity with a Master of Science degres in
I Counselirg Pswohology and Rehabilitation
GRADUATION Gounseling . Congratulstions Ca ssigl

Go Green Tips far Christmas

Here are afew suggestons forsaving on giftwira pging

thiz y=ar

= zgve and reuse Wwrapping paper - mostconventional
giftwirap & notrecyelable

our sigh and shutn. when giving oversized gris, lke s or GD
racks, just tie a bow aroined the ke

by rechargeable hatteries for electronic gifs

instead of v ap ping gifts, hide presenks, plant clues
and have & tre asure funt!

[SSTIL R R T " T ]
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St John AME Church :
! 229 Church Street UNSDH;JID:EE
i Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaiD
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, fL
:{zm} 534-6828 Fax Pt N 2

Feturn Service Regued e

| E-mail: tiphnamehi@an .com

| Website: djohnamea-hsv.ong

| The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
i Mre Arelis B. Davig, Epizcopal Supervisor

[ The Reverend Cliver &llen, Jr., P residing E lder

| The Reverend Dodlor P atrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

December 24, 2013 Chrstmas Eve Candlelight S2rvice, B230p.m.
December 25, 2013 Chnstmas Day
Oecember 31, 2012 Church Corference, Bp.m

Fellowship Med , 5 p.m.

Waeh Night Service, 10p.m.

danuary 20, 2014 Dr. Martin Luther Bing, . Day

Thatif you confess with your mowrh, "fesusis Lond Y and beliewe in your heant
that God raiged him from the dead | you will be saved. Romans 109

INDNJG




