Huntsville-Madison County Public

LIBRARY

CREATE. EXPLORE. CONNECT.

Collection Ownership:

Huntsville-Madison County Public Library (HMCPL) Special Collections owns these
digitalimages, and has been given permission by the donorto provide access for
research, teaching and other educational purposes, as well as for publication and
other means of dissemination.

St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church (Huntsville, AL) owns and maintainsthe
original records.

Restrictions:

At the request of the donor, all information deemed private (addresses, phone
numbers, birth dates, anniversaries, etc.) of individual church members has been
redacted. This is for the protection of those individuals’ privacy. Redactions may
present in incomplete records, skipped pages, or darkened passages.

Record Duplication:

These images are low resolution reference copies. Contact HMCPL Special Collections
to obtain higher qualityimages.

Email: specialcollections@hmcpl.orgor Phone: 256-532-59689.

A duplication fee may apply.

Citation:
St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church (Huntsville, AL) Digital Collection, HMCPL
Special Collections, Huntsville, AL,



ST. JOHN

A. M E NEWSLETTERH”

"u'lm15I




=t. JohnAMEN January 2014 Fage 2

Legacies of Nonviolence and Forgiveness:
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Nelson Mandela

By Bridget J. Floyd

i F
L L e

Cn dandary 20, 2014, there will be a holiday/celebration mark ing the birth of Dr. Martin Luther
King,.Jr. which acocurred an January 15, 1928, This & the enly national holiday to henar an Afri
can Armerican: Or. King, an iconic civil rights activist and minister began his activiem in the
1850% in Mortgomery, Alabama. The catalyst forthe Monmtgomery Bus Boycott was Ms. Rosa
Parks' refusal to relinquish her seat on the bus. The ensuing beyeott and civil rights move ment
were characterized by nomiolent protests which often resulted in arrests and beatings. Great
efforts wiere made to train those who would parficipate in the protests to withstand verbal and
plysical aggression and respond in a norviolent manner, even under extierne conditions. The
effarts af D1 King and the wast numbers of those wha would march for racial and econamic jus-
tice, contributed to: legislation for desegregation and voting right for minerities. Dr. King, befare
his death in April of 1982, began to move toward economic and employment equality as well as
advocating for peacemonsupport of the Wietnam War, Manmy persons besides Dr. King lost their
lives in an effort to bring attenticn to the injustice and atrocities that were inflicted upon African
Americars (and protestors regardless of race) and to effect the changes that are viewed as part
ofthe "Dream’ about which D, Kingspioke,

Interestingly, on another confinent, in the country of Seouth Africa, there weas another iconic lead
enactivist, Nekon Mandela, who was born July 18, 1818, He fought apartheid, a legalized sys-
tem of oppression, ineguality for the black majority by the white minority. Athough Tained in the
area of lan, Mekon Mandela, responded to mass killing of bladis by embracing the idea of vie
lence to shange the injustice of the ruling Mational Party of South Africa, His stugple began aftel
1842 and he was tied for treason but acquitted in 1981, He was tried for attempts o wiolently
owverthrow the government and sentenced to life imprsonment in 1964, He underwent a-transfor

rmatian while imprisened and continued his effort to change the policies, law, government, anc
wias released in 1980, He ultimately became the fist Black President of South Africa as apart
heid was ended.

Wi, Mandelawas an example of hew one could be transformed and he was held in high esteem
in_his eountry and intermationally as a symbol of forgiveness. HRather than emhbrace bitterness
and seek revenge against those who imprisangd him, he united his country and the people. Dur-
ing his illness and particularly after his death in D ecember af 2013, news coverage communicat
ed the muliicultural and multiragial unity of South Africans & they maurnedicelelirated the |ife of
Mekon Mandela;, and the international leaders and citzenry at large, communicated respect for
the leader and particularly his trarsformationfexample of forgiveness. He was often gquoted as
nating the importanee of forgiveness and the liberating power ass ociated with fargiveness.

Beth King and Mandela received the Mebel Peace Prize for their work effecting change for racial
gquality, ending disetimination, and wadiing for unity. The latter, recered the award in eembing
¢ L v il o el E I
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Legacies of Nonviolence and Forgiveness:
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Nelson Mandela

By Bridget J. Floyd

e e o e 2 .
ticn with Willem de Klerk, President of South Africa, whe warked with i, Mandela ta gain his
freedom and have fair elections which would result in"President” Nelson Mandela,

A few guotes from' M. Mandelaspeak not anly to his legaey but highlight the weod of B, King as
well. Two icons, who sacrificed their lives in different ways, but changed the lives of many for the
better; and set in motion everts that would be noted globally,. While they never met, their strug
gles had similariies and differences,

1 leamed thatcodrage was not the abisence of fear, butthe hiumph overit, The brave man iz not
he who doesnot feal affaid, Lut he who can comyuer that fear”. — Nelson Mamdela

'For to be free is not m eely o cast of one 5 chaing, bt o §ve in @ way that mespects amd en-
hances the Feedom ofothers’. —Nelson Mandela

"Resentm ent iz’ ike drinking pofson and then hooing # will k¥ yourenemies”. —Nekan Mandela

"Asi waled out the door bwawd the gate that would lead fo my freedom | mew | didn b leawve
m ¥ bitemess and habed behind | W shill be in prison” - Nelson Mandela

Noone iz bom hating another person because of the color of hiz slin, or hiz:background, or ks
migion, Peoole m ust leam to hate and if they can learn to halke | they can be taughtio love, for
foye comesm ore naturally o the hum an heart than e opposite” Nelson Mandela - Loog Walk lo
clesdon

.. And when thiz hapoens, and when we it Fesdom mng, when we et #ring from every village
and every kamiet, fom every stake and every city we will be able to speed up that day when all of
Fod 5 chidmen, Hack men and white men, Jews and Gentlles, Prolestants and Gatholics, will be
alle o joim handsand sing in the nords of the old Negm Spidtual! Free & fast? Free at last!
Thanh God Almighty, we ame fee ablast"- Martin Lither King Jr,

‘But! say b you that isten, Love your enam e, do good lo those who Fate you, bMess those whao
curse youl , pray for those who abuse you., i anyone shikes you on the chesk, oferthe otherat
g Luke G:27-29 (NR 5

Pictured ari the let iz a statue of President Mandela sutside of a
sguare named in his honor and abowe is a praver garden estab-
lizhed dunng hiz illfess. These pidures were taken by Brother
Darwin Washington an a trip to South Afica with his wife, Sister
Adrienne P-K Washington, in Mowrmber 2013;
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Shower for the Reverend Sheri

Anticipates the Arrival of Joya Dianne
By Bridget J. Floyd

On Saturday, December 14, the Stewvard Board, Women's Missionary Society, Stewardess Board
and Women's Ministry coordinated & shower in anticipation of the birth of Joya D ianne Claybam,
Front and center was Reverend Sheri as she was feted by enthusiastic St John wormen, Pastor
Clayborn made a brief appearance and Steward Adrienne P, KD Washington made a special
presentation to him (s ee phatal

There were fun garmes and delicious food. Rewerend Sheri opened numeraus gifts and cards for
“"Jeya" and took home gifis for “hig brether” Patrick |1 (P2) as well Rewverend Sheri made clesing
remarks of appreciation that were hearfelt as well as mowving.

Enjoy the photos that give a glimpse intothe event and enjoyment.
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Candielight Service Offers
Celebration of a "Holy Night”

Orhaly mighit?
The: stave are bightly shinimg
ft iz the might of the dear Szvioss birtk!
Long fay the workd mr ain and eror piming
Tl ke appeard and Hhe soul BR s wonth.
A bl of hope the weary world ejoices
For yonder breaks 2 new and glomous mom!
- Adolphe-Charles Adam

St John members gathered at 630 pm oon Christmas
Eve for the first C andlelight: Christmas Bve Service, Mo
sic was led by the Praise Team and members of the
Maami Council participated in the order ef senice. Sk-
tet Charkie Brodes offered prayer and Sister Bea Smith
read the scripture, The Advent reading was read by Sk-
| ter Barkara Johrson and the Christ Candle was lit by
Sister Lady Hereford.

The message was. delwered by Pastor Claybomn. The
message was entitled "Moving Past Fear” with text from
Luke 2:8-10, He explained that the shepherds were
) afraid of the glory of God when it shone around them,
Hewent on toexplain that receiving God's glory is a8 part
of Goid's blessings for one's life. Paints highlighted were
that God's glory brings good news as it points to whe
God is; it brings a sign to guide, a it did the children of
Erael; and it gives backing as it did when the mulitud es
appeared when the shepherds did not know what to do. In concluding, Pastor Clayborn stated
that sometimes all one has to do to"Move Past Fear" & fo give God praise.

&5 the worship sewice transitioned from the s ermon to communion, the phenemenal gifted sing-
ef, Ms, Sharon Hicks, captured the purpose for the evening's celebration a5 she sang "0 Haly
Might." Communion was served and the service ended with worshippers lighting candles and
singing.

[ s, Hicks sings "0 Holy Night"

— ——

-
- M
Fandles dre It & the semice concludes

_ il
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Watch Night Service Filled with Praise, Technology
and the Preached Word

The 2013 Wateh Might Service was a wonder-
ful way to. celebrate 2013 and weloome 201
Attendance was high and se was the spirit of
those who came to worship and praise the

& Lord one more time in 2073, The service was
— - the merging of Friday Nie Live and regular
warship. The lighting, music and technelogy of

Friday Mite Live were integrated inta the Watch
Might service. Special lighting was used
throughout the service and a large screen al
. lowwed for lrics of songs to be displayed and

M YLD Il.; "!."..",".._. videos fo be shown.
i The Praise Team, corsifing of Reginald Pear-
son, the Reverend Dennis Deloach, Shay Wik
liams-Yok and Christina Sanders, ministerad
in song throughout the =ervice: Prayel was
affered by the Reverend Meriam Garmrett and
scripture wias read fram Exodus 33:12-23. The
Bance Ministry, directed by Dr. Jennifer Patter-
san, minstered the selection "I've Got a Testh
mony" @ well as accompanied the Prase Team insome of their selections.

The surprise of the: evening was a video that captured the year via sermon and sermon series
titles, bulletin covers, AMEMN aricles, memariak, and a clip from Pastor Claybarm's Annual Can-
ference Report Thie astounding "wvear in revies” video was prepared by Sister Janette Smith
Pastor Clayborn acknewledged her many hours of labor to prepare the video, as well as the pro
fessional photographs thatwere @ken by AMEN Staff photographer Danain Was hingtan,

Pastor Clayborn shared with congregamts some of the plans for 2014 He
stated that the theme for 2013 was "Catehing the Vision” and the theme for
14 will be “Writing the Vision" He aka stated that there will be life groups
coming in 201<4to promote healthier togetherness,

The preached WORD for the evening was centered on Beodus 33:21-22
The sermon was entitled “There B a Place.” "The Place” referred to being
where God's Glory E. He began by #xplaining how Moses and the ehildren of
Erael were "out of place” in the wilderness because the people worshipped
idoks, Moses hadto go to the mountain top, "the
place” to see Gods Glory, He related the posi
tion of the Israelites to today's world Persans ,Toke Release
haveto go frem being "out of place” in 2013 to
get to “the place’ in 2014 To de ths requires
that ane ask for it, lodk for it and go to "the
place

The s ermon ended at midnight, just as the wvoke
release forms that had heen submitted by memr
bers in December were bumed oukide {with a
live feed to the screen in the sanctuary). Bvengs
one gathered at the attar for prayer, Aftemwwards
there was 1ejoicing and hugs.as the blessings of
13 were celebrated with anticipation of what
Godwill do in 2014,
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Christmas Program Highlights the Good News

By Kaitlyn WeClung

This Christmas season highlighted the many blessings of the birth of Jesus Christ to St John
A ME: duringthe Chrstmas program, Singimg @ the Great News. . Jesus 3 Savior forall Nationes.
With the hard wodd of Ms, Donna Gullatte, M. Cheryl Anderson, Ms. Amber Humphrey and Ms.
Janette Smith, the 2013 program was a hit
production.

With lights, eamera, and action, the: hig
screen was set up center stage as the St
W John actors, news crew, and dancers came in
with the Good Newes, During part one of the
production, Angek twelve and under gave the
Good Mess during the play in the form of a
speech and a seng, letting St. John k now the
goodness thatJesus Christwas bamn.

With comrrerzial breaks and celebratory rmu-
zic, the scene crossed over to the second act,
Hingimg m the Good Neins, where the 5t
John News Crend came in with the news of
howe Gad still meves in the lives of helievers
today. After teen news reporters spread the
Good Mews with Fastar Claybom, the Dance
Mingstry danced to "Testmony™ by Snthony
Brown.

Inthe third and final part efthe production, the
5t John news crews went around the globe spreading the Good
Mews through testimonies. 5t John members shared their triaks
and tribulations in sit-down interviews and shared how Jesus can
bring wou out of vour deepest pit-such as the murder of your
child, suicidal thoughts, being homeless, and s0 much maore,

Between testimonies, dancers took St John around the world
and back ta the motherland with an African dance minstered o
I the irntro of the wedding song from "Commg to Am enca.” Wrap
| ping up the testimonies, dancers blessed attendees with the
|song "Born This Day" by Yolanda Adams, reminding them that
M Jesus was and s asawor for all nations.
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Ministry Opportunities

Dance Ministry Seeking
New Members

The St John AME Dance Minstry is extending
an invitation for members to become a part of
this vikramt ministry, Interested persons ages 5
and upshould sign up on the bulletin board out-

side the chureh office between January G-31,
2074 or see members hip chair Jason Gilmaore.
Mew members' orientation will be Saturday,
February 1,

Mentors Sought
for iThrive Ministry

Persons interested in interacting with the youth
(ages 13-20) of St John in fun and meaningful
ways through the iTHRIVE ministry should con-
tact Sister Janette Smith in the main office from
10 am to 430 pm on  Monday-Friday,
286 534 3285, or email her at

stioshnamehi@acl com,

Condensed
New Members Class

There will be a condersed session of the Mew
Members Glass on Saturday, January 25, from
1230 pm to 4:00 pm, All new members who
have not completed the class are urged to at
tend., An agenda & peosted outside the main
office. H you have already attended some ses-
sions, you may use the agenda to determine
the time for the session you have notattended.

All members are welcomed,

Daniel Payne
Legacy Village Appeal

The support of 5t. John's members for Daniel
Payne College Legacy Wilage has been out
standing. Thank you for your commitments of

F10 per month. K yau have not completed youl
pledge card, cards are available in the chursh

office.

Your monthly commitment & important for the
Minth [ istrict ta move from vision to reality.

"Bafiol chilgren gare 3 gt afthe Lo

& poas 1

Frad parenis

It'sa g?fﬂ
"Paaim 127 3

Annaunemng the Gt h of

Joya Dianne Smith Clayborn

Jangary 9, 2014
::' q I_IJ Il'__llll 1

oance, 18 inches

e Revarand Falrick g The Revearend
Shexir Ciayborm

Froud biother: Patrick Claybarn If

I (wel prayed forths chid,
g the Lord has granted what ! (wa) asked of Him

i Sarnuel 127
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AME Founder's Day to be
Observed on February 9

be the guest preacher for Founder's Day on
Sunday, February 8 Biehop Guidry was the
fist female to ke appointed Presiding Elder in
the Sth Epscopal District and the second fe-
male elected and comsecrated Bishop in the
AME G hurch: She served the 16th and 8 Dis-
tricts of the church, Bihop Guidry retired at
the General Conference in Mashvwille, Tennes-
see in July 2012, Please plan to attend this
historic senvicel

Healthcare Coverage
1s Mandatory

The Patient Care and Affordable Care Act's
first deadline for coverage led to ever 1 millian
people f families signing up to heattheare cow-
erage by Dee 23, 2013, There is stll time to
EMROLL priorto March 31, 2014 deadline for

214, Healtheare coverage & mandatory and
persars without coverage will be fined.

These are the enrollment deadlines through

March 2014

# January 15th, for coverage to begin on
February 1st

& February 15th, for coverage to begin an
March 15t

s March 31st for coverage to begin an May
Istfthis gap & dueto how insurance plans
implement coverage)

If yvou da not have healthcare coverage aor
know sameone who does not have coverage,
please contact the church office for assistance
with signing up for coverage. You may ake
visit hitps ey heatthcare.gov for more infor-
matian,

The Conversion

By Paulette Bargon

Jazz kept saying to herself, "God |leave me
alang, | ke my lifestyle!”

Jazz thoughtshe was living the good life; easy
money, bad hoys, gin and juice, an occasional
Mary Jane, and a snort of coke. But something
kept nagging Jazz, telling her & was time to
maie achange, She knew it was God whisper
ing in her ear because He told her, " | won't
leave you alone, you are rmy child, | love you.”
"But God”, she replied” | don't deserve you, |
have dene wrong so mueh that even my family
has given up an me. And why are you here
new™ | thaught you abandoned me when | got
pregnant™

He said, "l was there. Don't yvou realize that
your child is a wonderful gift. The anly ime yeu
feel peace in your heart & when yvou loak at
her. You akvays ask for a better life, just for
her."

God abo told Jazz that her family never gave
up an her. They are constantly praying for her
salvation.

Jazz was perplexed, she could not figure out
why God wanted to help her mow. Her onbyf re
sponse was, "Lord, | don't pray.”

His respanse was, "foud talk to me all the time,
even when you don't realze it | know every
pain, anguish and remomse that vou have. Do
not give up hope. | can heal you, | can help
you Wou wil be forgiven of vaur sins. The anly
thing wou have to do & ASK and RECEIVE.
And when yau receive nmy love, the desire to
live that so called good life will ne longer be
desirable toyou Now allyaur problems will not
instanthf go away, but with my help they will be
a lot easier to deal with.”

Gad told Jazz that He has a purpese for her,
Jazz said, "God, ewen though | don't deserve
yvou, please shiow me the way, tell me what ta
dal”

Hesaid, "Take my hand!"
My heant has heard you say, "Come amd fak

with me” amd my heart regoonds, "Lom | am
coming,” Psalm 27.8
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God Provides, But How?

ALl AHF BETLLEIRAR

"When thou cuttest dewn thine hanvest in thy
field and hast forget a sheaf in the field, thou
shal not go again to fetch #; it shall be far the
stanger, for the fatherless, and for the widow;
that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the
waorls of thine hands.” Deuteronomy 24 19 KW

When achristianwriter compared squirrek that
tace agairst winter to bury their acems in a
safe accessible place while making commo
tions and an entire herd of deer going through
a backyard without making a single sound. He
concluded that the two creatures are entirely
different. The deer do not prepare for winter
and whensnow comes; they eat whatever they
can find alang the way; including shrubs in
neighberhood yvards. Squinels, however, would
starve if they fallowed that example. They
would be unable to find suitable food. These
o creatures represent ways that God cares
for His people. He enables them to word and
save for the future and He meets their needs
when rESoUrces are scarce.,

Fad provides by imstiucting those with plenty
to share with those in need (Beuteronomy
24:158) The conelusion: When it comes to pro-
vigion, the message of the Bible & work while
wie &an, save what we can, and tnest God to
meet aur needs,

The Soup Kitchen is open onthe 3rd and
dth Tuesdays of each month,

Youare invited!

Women's Ministry Tidbits!

St John Ladies, your help s needed in planning
the Summer Retreat that 5 currently scheduled
for June 27-23, 014, Please complete the sur
wvey located in the narthec and return &t your
earliest comvenience. This & your refreat and
your help &5 welcomed. Thark you. Seter Law
retta Teague, Coordinator,

Church-wide Service
Project Exceeded Goal

Cine of the church-wide service projects for this
wear was tw donate Thanksgiving and G hrist
mas food baskets to persoms in need in the
community. The goal was to service at least
100 households, 51 John exceeded that goal
by distributing 105 boxes of food.

Members donated nonperishable food fiems
and made monetary donations toward this ser-
vice project. Ower 100 food boxes and meals
were dietributed for Tharks giving and Christ
mas. The boxes of food-contained a variety af
kitchen staples that one would use to prepare a
Thanksgiwing or Ghristmas meal Turkeys were
included in the Thamksgiving boxes and pift
cards (for purchase of meaf were included in
the Chretmas bashkets.

Additionaly, Madson County. Commssionsr
Bohb Harrison donated enough fresh produce to
stock each box

—

Executive Miniter Sheri Smith Clayborn, coar-
dinated the project Super shoppers Maeola
Peoples and Paulette Wiliams lakored tireless-
ly as they shopped for food and assisted with
the Iloading and ditribution of the boxes,
Thanks to all individuak and minitries who
contributed to this project Job well dane!
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St John & W.E. Shurch
229 Church Street ~ Huntsville, Blabama
The Reverend Patrick O, Claybarn, Ph.D, Pastar
2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
" Church School Each Sunday 8:45 am
Sunday Wloming Worship Each Sunday 800 am & 10:50 am
The Lord's Supper I Sunday each month
Bible Study Each Wednesday 12 noon & 6:00 pm
Lowe Feast Wednesda ybefore 1% Sunday
¥.P. O. heetin 3™ Saturday
Oficial Board veeting Jan. 4, hlarch 1, Way 3, Aug 2, Oct-d, Dec (T HA) 10:00 am
Steward Board 1" Thursday A:00 pm
Trustee Board 3™ Tue sday 800 pm
Chureh School Board ldesting Tuesday before 1* Sunday 8:30 pm
Newsletter Staff hieetn 2" Saturday 10:30-am
Newsletter Aticle deadling | Bunday
Worren's Missionary Society 4" Baturday 10:30 am
Y| vleeting 3" Saturday
Stewardess Board Tuesday atter 1* Sunday (no meeting in July) 800 pm
Prayer Time Tuesday {prayerline) A:00 am
Fitw Plus Auxiliary 1* hlonday each meanth B:30 am
Fastar's Aid Board TEA
Childrenauth Choir Saturdays before 1* Sundavyand bebre 3™ Sunday 100 am
Gospel Chair Last hbonday & Thursdayater 1* Sunday G600 pm
hlale Choms Friday ater2™ Bj.nl:la v & Friday ater 3™ Sunday G0 pm
hdass Chair Thursday atter 3™ Sunday & Thursday afer 47 810 prm
Youth fYoung Adult Chair Tuesday atter 1 Sunday & Tuesday ater 2™ Sunday 600 pm
Dance hinistry E"Fnuth.lfﬂ-durt‘.l Saturday (unless otheneise scheduled) B30 am
Oance hnistry (Children) 1® & 3™ Saturday 1200 pm
Lay Qrganiz ation Bi-manthly— #h Tuesda eginning in_Februa G100 pm
IJsI'il'ruar;!:'I Ei-mnnﬂ'llghst Eaturd:yﬁtﬁg?nningﬂm Februa ! a0 Em
Zons of Alen 2" Tuesday GO0 pm
Kainoinia 3™ Sunday following 10:50 amywarship
Women's Minstry 4" Saturday 830 am
Soup Kitchen 3% & 4" Tuesday 1120 am—1;00 pm
Military Ministry 2™ Saturday- beginning January 11" g30am
Health Minstry Thurs day Fibet A EY

*Tmes Wl vary on §fth Sundays and special events.

MINTH EFIECOPALDISTRICT

R.E.A LW E

"Reddnding Elemal Weion, Inspiving Wolory Everywhere "

2014 Events & Chalrpersons

February Blaeck Histary hdanth Sister Donna Gulatts
February 8 African Wethodist Bpiscopal Church Founder's Day

The Right Rewverend Caralyn Tyler Guidry, Preacher
hareh 5§ Lzh Wednesday Service G100 pm
Wlarch 13-15 Mirth District vid-wirter eeting
TED Dance inistry Workshop
&pril 13 Palm Sunday B0 an & 1050 am

Church Anniversary

Steward Board

A v A o T
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

sreimaed o e 131

April 14-18 Spnng Rewival, Rew. Bankale Akinbinu, Rewvialist

Baptisgt Growe Church, MC~ Pastor
Spril 17 Maundy Thursday Senice
Spril 18 Good Fricay

Pastor Clayhom will ke preaching at St. Philip AWE Chureh, Decatar, GA
Spril 20 Easter Sunrize  Worship Serdce 8 am

Easter Programi............cocoeisinn Siz. Donna Gullatte ..o 8 am

Easter Worship  10:50 am
June | Church School Promotion ..o i i e e e e e Bro. Willie Sanditr
June 1-5 wacation Bible School . e hianica Oilikunt, Ph,0O.
Jurie T Church Serdee & Churgh SEhool ... e e TBD
June 8 Pentecost Explosion (ortgomeny, ALY Steward Board
June 27 Graduate/Retirees Recognition Day......... Scholarship Cormmittee............... g:30pm
une 249 Women's Day
July 13 hlen's Oay

The Rewerend Bobby Cox, Guest Preacher
August Friday Mte Live
Aygust 10 Women's Missionary Socety Sunday.......aa WS 10450 am
August 24 AL Ahletic Departrrent Day.. ... e Ste ward Board
Aigust 31 Pastor's Apprectation . ..o i i i e i e e e e e e
September 10-13 Marthwest A labama A rnual Conference. ..., Fairfield Civic Certer
Septernber 17-20 Southeast Aabama &nnual Conference ...l Parks Chapel AWM EG, Dothan
Detober 2-4 HMabama River Begion Annual Conference ..................... 31 Paul AWVETC, Moentgomery
October 15-18 Northeast Mabama Annual Conference ... Gaines Chapel AWVEG, Phenix City
October 22-25  Southwest Aabama Snnual Conference ................ Samuels Chape| AWIEC, Pritchard

Movember 13-15 8" District Planning Meeting

Newember SEHB Planning Weeting = TEA

Meowember 8 Harvest Service............coo.e. 60 + Auxiliary Presidert/Committes ................ 1050 am

Newmber 18 Thankful People Wership Servce ... g:00 pm

December 3 Belah MEMBARIBEMALRE . .o i i i i ccici i cois o wms cimm wmins s cmin e sme s G40 pm

December 14 Viarship Services ... ABIA0am:S 1050 am
Christmas F'rnnmm ...................................... . lirs, Donna Gullatte & hir, Karl Gullate
Taste Tea................. S EMew detter Staff.. : ... Bllowing 10:50 am serdce

December 24 Christrnas B Gandlelight Serdce ..o 8230 pm

P e o e N
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

vy darmed Sremi- e 1.0

Decemberd!  Watch NMight Serce. ...

Church-Wide Service Projects

Sick ‘dsitation
Hakitat For Hurmanity

Backto School
& Lnibms

®  Schoaol Supplies
= Teacher Supplies

Holiday Baskets

Steward Board
Brother Eddie Whitehead & Sister Tami vz Ghee

The Rewerend Shen Smith Clayhom
Sister Barbara Johnson

Christian Eluecation { Kninonias
Saons of Allen

Sigter Paulette Williams & Sister Waeola Snell Peoples

The following persaons were no minated and | The fallowing persons were elected and
confirmed as Stewards for the 20132014 | jnstalled == Trustess for the 2093-2014

Conference Year,

William Bell

Garrell Ezell

Guy Ginn

James Hewvard
Ahbiegail Hugine
Jeanette Jones
Medra hchaniel
Glifton WMiller

Clifton Pearsen
Willie Sandifer
Eddie Shemnod
hartha Smith
Adrienne P-K.\W as hingtan
Hodges W ashingtan
Pamela W hite he ad

Conference Year.

Tarmry Anderson
Bridget Floyd

Karl Gullatte

Erica Harbin

Randy Love
Fearlean Myhand
Claudinette Purifoy-Fears
Carl Lewis

Thalia Lowe-Brown
Lula Rachellz

Maeola Snell Peoples
Glenn Pippen

Eva Smith

Tamy Speight

Jdeszie Johnson

Eddig W hitehead

Bill Wi illiams
Lee Williams 1l
Justin York
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Extrema Glancoma
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o

Early Glancoma

The Eyes Have It

By Rosemary Wells

Glaucoma & rreversible damage to delicate nerve fibers and the optic nerve
EI“:_ that sends information to the brain. Becawse there gan be significant damages
to the eye befare the problem k& discovered, glaucoma has leng bheen called
“the zilent thief of sight.” Mare than three milion adut Americans have glauco-
e i ma. It generally appears in middle age and seems to have a genetic compo-
nent. Onein five people with glaugoma has a clee relative with the disease.

. The irside of the eve continuously produces and drains away a flujd called
agqueous . humor. & fresh aqueous & produced by celk inside the eye, an
equal amount must exit through a drainage passage way (trabecular mesh-
work). If not enough drains away, pressure will increase irside the eye. The
effects of intermittent or persistent high pressure on delicate retinal nerve fi-
bers and the optic nerve results in perrmanent vision loss,

The most commen type of glaucoma s called chronic open angle glaucoma {COAG)Y accaunting
for 75 B0% of cases, of which both eves may be affected atthe same time, but one eye & often
wase than the other, Eye =zight begins to fade inthe suter areas (peripheraly ofthe visual figld, If
untre ated, tunnel vision and then blindness follow.

Advanced Claycoma  Marow or closed-angle glavcema (CAG) & less commen and occurs
suddenly with hlurred vision, 8 great deal of pdin in the eyve and head,
and redness, s ually in one eve fist In CAG the flow of agueous fluid &
blocked fram entering the drainage system causing a sudden and severs
rEe in pressure inside the eye. Acute CAG B a medical emergency and
needs immediate medical care to restore normal aqueous outflow, re-
duce pressure and prevent damage tothe eve and blindness .

. : It s not possible to prevent chronic apen angle- glavcama, but early de
l’h..__'-l. = b b 4 i tection and effective: treatment will prevent significant damage to the
$ -".“'-:l__-;; eyves and preserve yvour sight. All adults need an eye exam that includes
m | tests for glaucoma every three fo five vears. These tests are wsually
e done: by an eve doctor, either an optometrist or an ophthalmologist More

fre quent exams may be suggested if there & 3 family history of glaueoma
or it there are other rek factars for glaucema,

Risk factors may inelude:

Being of African, Hispanic, lnult, kish, Asian, Russian, or Scandinayvian descent.

Hawving a family histary of glaveoma

Eeing nears ighted

Having poor visian fram a different eve problem

Having had serious eye trauma

Taking any form of steraid medication (pills, inhalers, eye drops) for dsease such as asthma
and rheumatoid arthritis.

Tests for glaucoma are brief and painless, The mere presence of higher than normal eye pres-
sure does not mean that you have glaucoma. Elevated pressure in the eye without evidence of

damage to the oplic nerve i called acular hypertersion. People with thie condiion must be test
ed atregular intervalks.

If glavcoma & suspected, eye doctors will carefully inspect the appearance of the oplic nerve fo
zigns of damage. One will also have a visual field test that measures the sharpnesz of their pe
ripheral vieion (side vigion) by using spok of light of different s=es and intensities. Prescription
eyve drops are the first choice of treatment wed to reduce pressure. Laser treatment and sur-
gery are wsedif eve drops de potcontrol glaucoma,

Glaucoma 5 a lfe-long condition that needs continual follow-up with your eye doctor, Early detec
tion of glaucoma is the key to preventing damage to the eyves and blindness,
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2014

Thite month's Church School Lesson reviews
were written by Kenneth Parham,

February 2, 2014

Lesson Title: Committed ta Action

Lesson Scripture; James 1:19-27

Print: James 11827

Devotional Songs: #43[, #272 [ and #2423 []
Hey Yerse. "He doers of the word and not
merely  hearers. who  deceive:  them
seles" (James 1.22)

Application: To demonstrate that one truly
knowes the Lord by living & shanged life dgwot-
ed ta S hrist

kE one's daity wak with Christ in wain™?. L pon
reflecting on this lesson, one's thoughts won
der as to whether they can serve God with an
angry spirit. Apostle James wanted to convey
that Christians should take note of their daily
actiors (locking in the mirror) in showing
Christian love. He pointed out that in arder te
wialt inthe Godspirt, one muststrive to follow
the perfect law — the law of liberty and pers e
verance, being does and not only hearers of
the word., Apostle James ako indicated that

while reflecting on Christian characteristics, i
ane determines that they cannot curtail the
tangue then maybe the deeds that are done
far others, in the spiit of Christ, will not be
bles=ed and what was done for ethers will
have been a wasted effort

Apostle James ako reminded readers of their
obligation of being good Christiars,  In follow
ing the perfect lam, they are reminded that
they have an abligation to care far the arphans
andthe widows in distress and fo abvays wak
ina manner that & not characterstic of the
e ld.

February 5, 2014

Lesson Title: Mayng Fawvorites

Lesson Scripture: James 2:1-13

Print: James 2:1-13

Devotional Songs: #415[); #251[]; and #243]
Key “erss: "Has not God chosenthe poorin
the warld to be rich in fath and to be heis of
the kingdom that he has promised to those
iwha love him™' (James 253

Application: Ta recognize the sin of preju-
dicial tre atment and repent of it

In reflecting on this lesson, one central gues-
tion came to mind, "How de we treat the less

fortunate amangst us™ In placing the lessonin
modern day times, this reviewer recently came
across.an article or an internet hoax that brings
verses 1-8 to home. The ardicle, released in
Septernber, indicated a newly appointed minis-
ter, upon arriving at his new church assigr
ment, decided ta arrive dressed as a homeless
person. W hile waiting for the service to begin,
he interacted with the congregation - speaking
to some, asking others for money andfar food
and even aternpted te take a seat on a pew up
frant. The aricle indieated that only a few
spoke back, many ignared him, He was naot
given food ermonies and when he sat up front,
ushers politely requested that he sit in the
badk. The article went an fo indicate that dur-
ing the service, one of the stewards announced
the arrival of the new minister. [twas repored
that the congregation cheered and clapped
hands wuntll the homeless man stood in the
back of the church and proceeded to wak to
wards the altar, thenthere was total sile nce.

Apostle James reminds readers in verses 8-13
that if they were the ones who locked down on
this homeless man then they ton had sinned.
Apostie James indicates that believers should
strve to follew the roval law —"love wour neigh-
bor a yawurselfl” And he notes that'if one camnr
not keep this lav, oneshould not profess to be
almighty in other areas of their Chretian wal.
Apostie James reminded readess that for as
long as they fail to keep ope law, they will be
judged as notkesping any of the |ass. He ako
reminds readers that God's judgment will be
without mercy to amy who s howed no merey to
hisfer neighber and to remember that rmercy
may allow one to escape judgment.

February 16, 2014

Lessaon Title: Live Wha You Beliew
Lesson Seripture: James 2:14- 23

Frint James 2:1<4-28

Tentative Devotional Songs: #352[; #2523 [,
and #2943 []

Key VWerse: "Just a5 the bodywithout the spirit
iz dead, so faith without works & akao

dead” (James 2:26),

Application: To challenge every professing
believer fo examine hisfher ife for evidence of
salvation,

Apostie James eontinues teaching Christians
on the concept of faith and woks, He cited

e EoT T S L
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Church School Lesson

A TR o (e 3

several examples where it took more than a
good heart and lipservice to demorstrate ane's
faith. ~ Each example, where faith was de:
seribed took an action anthe part of the persan
to solidify their profession of fath, Apostle
James provided -examples of both sides,
demonstrating where faith & notcompleted and
where it & completed, He notes where onby
fulfilling part of a neighbors needs while wish-
ing them well dees not demonstrate true faith.
He noted where Abraham demonstated his
faithfulness by offering Isaac as a sacrifice. He
alko noted that the prostitute Rahab welcomed
and protected the =zpies sent by Moses and
then rercuted them to safety by giving them
directiors to return by a different route. Both of
these later actions.are noted as works.

Apostle James indicated that each of these
examples indicated that works were the results
af faith placed inte action and therefore withaut
works demnaonstrated fath alone would be
meaningless.

February 23, 2014

Lesson Title: Unfork Your Tongue

Lesson Scripture; James 3:1-12

Print: James 2:1-12

Tentative Devotional Songs: #4112 [ 77, and
#2243

Hey “ersss: "From the same mouth come
hlessing and cursing, My brothers and sisters,
this ought notto be so" (James 3:710)%
Applicaion: To have believers see that one
should not anly think befare speaking bhut pray
about s as well.

In this lesson Apostle James spoke on a truth
that will never change. He cited several exam-
ples demonstrating how the smallest part of an
object determines. the path the ehbjest under-
goes. And so it & with the tongue. The
tangue, as he relayed, B small in- comparson
to all other human orgars andfor body rmem-
bhers. He alluded to the fact that the tongue
cannot be: tamed. T B noted that the tongue
s pits forth "both blessings-and curses.”

In a desire to safisty one's curiosiy, 3 word
zearch of how many times the word “tongue”
appears inthe Bible was performed. It s noted
that the word "tengue’ appears in the bikle 143
iimes on awverage (depending an the hiblical
translation). Cther ward searches which may
center near the word “tongue” {cause-effect

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: 18 Landa
10:00 AN —1130

14
.

The Time Heaper, Mitch Albom, 2012

Discussion Date 15 FEhr‘LiBrj’ 14
"IDﬂﬂ.FhM —11:30 .H.FI'I_

A Womans Waorth, Nikita Lynette Michols,
2010

Moniqgue Morrison had made 3 huge mistake
when she meved 'inte a home to play house
with Boris: Cerland, With &n again then 'off
again wedding plans and & warnan wihe, had
already signed on te play the role of his wife,
Bors was in no humy to seal the deal. In his
mind, Manigue was not geing anywhere, so
wihy netcontinue to playthe figld? Though she
was in ehureh Sunday after Sunday. praying
for God to touch Borks' heart and furn him fram
hi widced ways, I'_t!:_.umed Monigues pleas
WETE constEntly Unans wer ed.

Suffering from negleet, rejection and verbal
abuse, Monique had all bt given up en her
dream of having a relationship that represent
ed true uncondtional love until Adonis
Cartland moves in and does for Manique all of
the thingsthat Bors would not do. Could Boris!
colgin e e man Hhal Monigues had' been
praying for?

Church School Lesson

refationshipd were abo searched Results
were; heart - B7E, lowe - 30, life — 450, light —
238 joy — 181, forgiveness — 88, wisdom — 215,
and death — 372, The reviener i not indizating
that there can be a correlation drawn betveen
the number of times the word i used and sig
nificance of the word an daity lives, but if ane
reflects on the number of fmes they have
brought others to tears or to happiness, they
can all testify that the tongue & wery prominent
in their daily lves.

Apostle James summarized the importance of
the tangue in verse 8 - "With it we bless the
Lord and Father and at the same time cuse
those wha are made in the likeness of

God" (NRSV)
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St. John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

danuary 25 2014 Condensed New Members Class, 12:30 to 4:00 pm

February 3, 2014 Founder's Day, Bishiop Carclyn Tyler-Guidry, Guest Preacher,
1000 a.m. Worship, B:00 a.m. Church School

March 5, 2014 Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m.

Thatif you confezs with yourmowth, "Vesus fs Lo " and believe in your keart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved . Romans 10:3

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

Visions of History, Hentage, and Hope
Hebraves 11-12

Az we celebrate Bladk History Month, | cannot help but think of my mother, whao s a retired histe
iy teacher. Whenever a topic of history enters the comversation, her eyes light up, and she be
gins to wax eloquenty on the great royalty of Europe or the wisdom found inthe ancient Far East.
Howewver, when the topie of African and African American history is broached, she tums red with
passion and gives a history lesson for all times, My mother will tak about the ancient pharaohs,
the slave casfles of western Africa, the stories of the Zulus, the Middle Passage, the U nderground
Railrsad, Jim Crow segregation, the fight for Givil Riglts, the fight for Woemen's Rights, the fight
for economic equality, the fight for peace overwar, how former slaves buit schools, how the Afri
can American community started banks and insurance companies, and how there ‘s =1l great
potential in Blags people! She will describe the heritage and hope of African Americars thraugh a
Fanar Pamics O, Elayhien, 750 histary |essom.

The wiriter of Hebrews gives the reader a history lesson as well. This writer details the exploit of
the great patriarchs (and seme matriarchs) of Israel. The writer helps the audience to see from
whence they have come,

hMiost paramaunt is the therme the writer gives this history: FAITH. The heroes and heroines of
Israel were able to sueceed by faith. Great wolks were accomplshed by faith. 5acrifices were
made by faith, Faith is the heritage of the Israelites. This i a strand of their history that gives cre
dence to their s pirtual autharity. Faithis part of their spirtual DA

Interestinghy, the intended audience of Helirews & in a place of suffering and pesecution. Many
are waking away from church and joining culs. They cannot see how their spittual arigins da
them any good in their present Gircumstances.

Therefare, the writer of Hebrews encourages them to embrace their history — the godly models
placed before them — and to hald on to their hertage —the faith of their forebears. Though their
ancestors could not access the promise in their lifetimes, the writer claims that their ancestors are
surrounding them as a great sloud of witnesses. This great eloud witnesses to the goodness of
ane who came after them: JESUS! The wiiter of Hebrewss dares the audience run the Christian
race by lookingto Jesus,who has endured more than they could imagine. Unlke their ancestors,
they will be able to receive the promize in theil Iifetimes — a kingdom that cannot be moved.
Hence, the writer demands that they Iift up their hanging hands and feshle knees —with HOPE!
They are to anticipate God's deliverance through the ministry of Jesus Christ

We, oo, st embrace our history and hold on to our legacy as a people and as a church. We
must do this in orderts have hope for the situations we face dail. In aworld of chaos, corfusian,
Joy, Tiumph, uncertainty, and specificity, we have o honor the faith of our foremothers and forefa
thers who looked ta Jesus for their help and power. When they called Hs name, they accessed a
hope thatthe world could not destroy. Why should we deny ourselves this heritage? Let s as
well look unto our ancestars for our history. Let us look to their faith as our hertage. Let us look
unto Jesus far our hopel

There B ane who asiEted us in doing 50 — The Right Reverend Garolyn Tyler Guidry. February

/B vl e vy e
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Visions of History, Heritage, and Hope

e vesen! IR0 g A |

B, 2014, was Founder's Day for the African Methodiet Episcopal Church. Bishop Tyler Guidry &
one of the mostskilled people ta help us maintain eur history, our hertage, and our hope. Her
accomplis hment are far-reaching and are nothing short of spectacular. A2 3 pastor, she has
trareformed churches from small congregations into thriving minstries with burgeoning communi
ty carporations and mulimillion dellar acquisitions. She was the first woman in our denomination
to be assigned to a major metopalitan church. She was akao the fist woman to be appointed a
presiding elder in the Fifth Episcopal District and was the second woman to be elected and cor
secrated a bishop in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. A5 an Episcopal leader, Bshop
Tyler Guidry led the 18" and 8" Districts ta major purchases of an Epscopal residence and an
Epecopal office respectively, As hishop, she ha ako led our church's Secial Action © ammis-
sion, making sure-that our woice was heard and that our presence was felt on the political, eee
nomicz, military, public health, racial, gendered, and educational Esues that affected aur zommuni
ties. A5 asocial actvist, Behop Tyler Guidry chaired Women's YWoter Registration as she woked
inthe MARCP office with Medger Bvers until his assassination. 25 a family woman, she & a
mother, grandmether, and great-grandmother. As a minkter ofthe gospel, Bshop Tyler Guidry &
a preachers preacher!

We were honoredto have Bishop Tyler Guidry at 5t. John as our guest preacher for owr Found
ers Day Service, God gave her wisdom, understanding, the courage to proclaim hard truths, the
compassion to do sa in leve, and a word that gave w direction in times lke these, God allowed
her to show us how to access the vision of our history, heritage, and hope with ths messapge:
“"The Church Wil Surve”

Hallelujah! This & God's word for all of us! When we look at Black History, we find that &frican
Americars will survive. When we look at the hietory of the AME Church, we see that the AME
Chureh will survive. When we look at Gods wore, we see'that WE WILL SURWIVE! God s ays
that we have a history and a heritage which offérs s hope — that ne weapon formed agairst s
shall prosper. We have a hope that all things wok tegether for the good efthemwhe love God
and are called aceording to God's purpose. We have @ hope thatin Jesis we have victory. Let's
celebrate the visign of our hiEtery and heritage with this great hope — f God be for us, whocan be
againstus™

‘| Believe” In Our Future
Daniel Payne College Legacy Village

Flans hawve been drawwn, the land has been
cleared, contractors contracts have been ac
cepted, and construction has begun, The goal
s for the fist event to be held at this site in
215, Bishop Davis and the Daniel Fayne Cal
lege Legacy Village Board of Trustees stated in
a letter-to the District family, "We are asking all
Winth Dstrict AME's to BELIEWE with us and
. help usto de this rmighty wok.”

DANIEL PAYNE COLLEGE LEGACY VILLAGE PROJECT

Some St John members have shown their cormmitment to this project by eommiting to make a
manthly donation to the "I BELIEVE FUND." Members were ssked to makie a pledge of $10 per
manth {or ather amounts of their choice). Many have responded and the church continues fo
actept new pledges and deonatiors. If you have made your pledge, please remember to honal
vour pledge each month, If yvou have not' made a pledge, prayerfully consider making your com-
mitrment to the "I BEUEWE FUND." All checks must be payable to Daniel Payne College Lagaecy
Village or DPCLW,

Thank you, St dahn, far BELIEWIN .
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HENRY Box BRowN
(c.1816 - after 1889)

“A Slave Signed, Sealed, and Delivered”

By Tawanda Butrl

enry Box Brown was born a slave on a plamtation ealled Hermtage in 1878
{precke date of his birth 5 urknown) in Lousa County, Wirginia. He & best known
throughout history as arranging to have himself shipped in awooden box from i
ginia to Fhiladelphia, 1o escape slavery and enter aworld of freedom.

Unlke many slaves, Brown spent his childhood years with his parent and sewven

sillings who were all slaves. They were enslaved to John Barrett, a farmer mayo
of Richmond and master and owner of the Hermitage. Although the entire family wee slaves, life
wias relatively good forthem. They were never deprived of food o
clothing; neither did theysuffer amy inflictiors of pain,

Theil slave owner (John Barett) eventually fell il and died on
June 8, 1830, The family was then separated among four planta-
tiors, and Browwn was sent to Richmond to work in the tobacca
factory of Barret's son William Barrett, whose properdy he be-
came.

While liwing and waiking in Richmaened, he attended First &frican
Baptist Church, where he served as an active member, He met a
young lady there by the name of HNaney, whowas ako a slave be
longing to a local kank teller named Hancock Lee. They attended
church service regularly and always kept the faith krowing they
would someday be free from slavery.

Im 1236, Brown married Maney, and to their union were horn four
children. Brown became a skilled tobacco worker and earned
enough maoney to set up his family in a rented house. In Bugust
1848, Mancy Brown's master sold ker and the children ta anothe)
master in Morh Cardling named Joseph H, Colguitt He was
known as an exceedingly cruel man and known to have abused
Mancy - not because she did not do her duty, but because he
manner was too refined far a slave. Brown did his bestto keep Mancy near him. Colguitt eventu
ally sold Mancy to another slave owner named Samuel Cottrell Brown regularly paid C attrell
whatever small wages he made from the tobacco factory. In return, Cotirell promised to keep
Nancy and their children an his plantation. Howewver, when Cothell demanded more money than
Brown haid, he decided to sell them. After Brown had witnessed the auction of his family heing
sold for 31050 to aslave trader, Brown lknew immediately he needed to do something,

Cwer several months he grieved the tremendous loes of his family and for a time stopped attend
ing ehurch. Having lost what litle joy his life affered, he finally began to plan an escape. Henry
Brown had a "heavenly vision" to mail himself to @ place where there were no slaves but simply
could notdo it alone:

With the assetance of James Caesar Anthory Srmith, a free black and felllww member of his
church, he contacted a sympathetic white storg eeper by the name of Samuel Smith. Smith ne
gotiated a3 price with Brown 1o assist him with escaping. Brewn devised his plan to have himself
shipped to a free state by Adams Express Cormpany, Brown paid 385 (owt of his savings of F166)
to Smith, who contacted Philadelphia minister James Miller Melim. MeKim advised them to mail
the b to the effice of Guacer merchant Passmaore Williarmeon. In an effortto get out of work far
the day, Brown burned his hand to the bone with sulfuricacid, He theught it was worth the rsk.

v sy e st 4
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HENRY Box BRowN
(c.1816 - after 1889)

“A Slave Signed, Sealed, and Delivered”

By Tawanida Butrml

CLEED EE 2

The tiip in the box began on March 23,
1848, The 27 howr journey of the bootraw
eled thru wagon, railroad, steamboat, wagon
again, railread, ferry, railread, and finally
delivery wagon. Brown was sitting in a
wooden boe three feet long, twe and one
half feet deep, and bao feet wide, and the
package wa listed s Dry Goods” from
Richmord to  Philadelphia. Brown was
turned head down in the box for several
hours and nearly died. During trarsfer points
the box was handled roughly while delivery
wotters sat on the bex fo rest. The parcel
finally arrived an Marah 247, 1849, Makim
took delivery at-the office of the Pennsyhra-
ria Anti Slavery Soeiety, where the box was
opengd. While gefting the hox opened
Brown emerged from the box alve and final-
Iy free from slavery.

While being remowved from the b, he'sang:

S Ll s FE

[ e = e o WS Lo

| waited patiently for e Lord

And ha in kindness to me, head my calling

And ke hath puta rew song imto my @mouth

Eyen thanksgiving —e ven thanksgiving

Livto owr God

Blezsad — blegsed iz the man

That has zet his hope, kis kope wurio the Lord

D Lo ! Wy God! (Great is the wondous work

Whick thow has dome!

ift should declare them and spegh of them

They wouwld be more than | am able to express

| have not heot back thy ove, and iindness, and hodh
From the greatcongregation

Withdewnotthow try mercies from me

Let by love, and Wndness, and thy rith always preservem e
Let all those that seek thee bejfoyful and glad

And let swch as fove thy salvadon

Saye always — say alnays

The Lowd be praised!

Intnmation fom this a!'h'c!e was refriened from: hitp den wilipedia.orgieikifHenry Box Brown

Ity fww w encyclopediavirgini org/Arown_henry box ga 1815; and
It #docsouth. une. eduhehibo bown/summaryhiml,
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Special Session of
New Members Class Held on January 25"

“And to be repewed in the spint of your minds, and o clothe yoarselves with the ne w self, creat-
ed gocording to the Meness of God in bue Aghleousness and holness. ™
Epheriane £:23 24 (NR5V)

| The New Life Ministry at St. John 5 charged with
f providing instruction for persons who  join the
church. The ohjectives of the class are to equip
members to grow and be strang in the faith by re-
| ceiving a sound feundation in the fundamentals of
 our beliefs, to provide a suppart network. of fellow
believers, to futher St John as a more loving, car-
ing and empowering faith community where every-
body is somebody and Jesus & Lord. Classes are
held eagh Sunday during the Chureh Schaol hour,
Al new members. are urged to attend and current
members are alko welcome if they would like a re-
fresher on the infarmation that'is presented during
the class.

Several times a year a special condensed version
of the class & hell. This special session allows
persons to complete all of the modules of the class
in ene day. On Saturday, January 25, 2014, the
| first condensed session for s ecalendar year was
d feld Mine new members completed the training
on that day. Instuctors were the Reverend Doctor James R, Johnson and Steward Medra
el aniel. During the medule on the local church, representatives from boards, auxiliaries and
ministries made brief presentations to the class. Steward Adrienne P-KWashington greeted the
new members on behalf of Pastor Clayborm and the Steward Board. Other awsiliary and ministry
presenters were Ms. Casandra Ingram, Lay Organization; Mis. Agnes Bailey, Usher Board; the
Reverend Robert Hereford, Sr, Military Ministne, WMrs. Lorraine Parham, Women's Missionary
Society; Mrs. Lauretta Teague, Women's Mingtry; and M. Justin Yok, Koinonia and Sons of
Ellen: and Mr, Willie Sandifer, Churech Schaol.

Favorable remarks were received from pesors attending the session, One new member was
so enthusiastic abowt attending the
class that she left the emergency
roam (where she was waiting to he
treated for 8 shoulder injury) o at

tend the class. Anotherwas inviting
members to attend her S5t John

Church School Class hefore they
reached the apgenda ftem where
ministries were highlighted,

This ministry is grateful for all who
attended and participated in this
class. & special tharks to Mrs. Pau-
lette Willlarms and others who assist:
ed with serving lunch. Persons in-
terested in attending this special
session should wateh far future an-
nouncements regarding the sched-
uling ofthe class.
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“Joya" to the World

By Bridget J. Flaywl
Welcome to Joya Dianne Smith Clayborn

Bom on January 8, 2014, Joyva Dianne Smith
Glaybor jeined the Claybam family of Pastor
Patrick, the Reverend Sheri Smith, and Patrick
P2y, The joy of Joya was not limited to ker
nuclear ar extended families, but spread to the
St Jdehn family. A special welcome was ex-
tended on Saturday, January 11" as Joya and
her parents headed home from the hos pital,

The desire of her parents to have Joya's first
stop be the altar of St. John for special prayer,
resulted in a touching welcoming to this pre-
cious little girl. The Stewards and Trustees,
other officers and members who could attend
this special oceasion, arrived with eager antick
pation, The stage was set with a "pirk carpet”
sprirk led with pirk flower petalk alongthe rear
halkiay and leading inta the sanctuary.  Pirk
halloors added to the "pretly in pink” moment
to make Joyd's firstentrance a special ane.

Special care was
tahen to celehrate
wihile being sersi
tive to the neswbormn
ears of Joya, So
those lining the
pink  carpet used
American Sign
Language for ap
plause as. they
entered. There
were  plenty  of
smiles a a circle
WS farmed
around the family
seated atthe attar and they thanked God for
the hlessing of Joya and asked for His contin-
wed blessings an her and herfamily,

Jdoya seemed to feel the warmth and love as
the htansitioned between her parents’ arrs.
The hush and appreciation of the miracle of
this new [fe was palpahkle, The embrace of
tiny Jova was edended by the circle of welt
come and prayer.

hay God continue ta bless the Claybom fami
k. The 5t John family edends welcome and
prayers. of support. In the sentment of the
church sign greeting the Claybom famiby that
Saturday afternoon: CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE CLAYBORN RAALY! JOYAY TO THE
WoRLD

St. John Member Speaks
at Symposium in D.C,

| M= Mariah Gullatte
{Pictured to the left with
M. Mineta) was chosen
to represent the State of
Alabama by the Alabama
Cooperative Ezxtension
System Urban Programs
Health Rodis! Program
far her leadeship skilk
and her essay on drugs,
tobaceo and alcohal, She
attended, with three (3}
other Extension Staff, the
Mational Drug Fack ‘Week Symposium and
Health Rocks Training January 30-February 2
in Washingten, DG, The keynote speaker for
the corference was Nr. David Minets- Deputy
Director of Demand Redustion, White House
Crfice of Mational Drug Policy. Deputy Mineta
gave statling facts and statistics on substance
abuse inthe US and how important it & to edw
cate people, especially aur youth, on the dan-
gerous consequences that come along with
drug uwsage. He ako praiged the youth and
adults en their invalvement in geting the ward
out about substance, aleohol and tobaceo us-
age. Deputy Mineta shared this state ment with
i, "On behalf of President Obhama and rmy
department...We Thank “ou far being a direct
part ‘of The Presidents Mational Drug Reform
FPoliey through the mission of education and
getting the word out te others abkout illegal
drugs.”

Atendees ako participated in a O & A Session
with scientists from National Irstitute on Drug
Ahuse (MIDAY, The scientsts helped them ur
derstand how people get addicted to drugs/
dleohaltobacco from a scientific point af view
and enlightened them on how drugs can affect
the brain and how a peson operates.

On Friday-Sunday attendees participated in the
2014 Health Raedks! (HR) Training. They
learned creative ways te deliver the pragram,
wiark with others, and teach the HRE lessaons.

t was an eye-opening experience to see the
statistics of drug usage from the five states
(Georgia, lllineis, \irginia, Washington, and
Delaware) that were represented there and
even more surprising to hear about the prob-
lems and Esues facing the United States a 3
whole. Mariah delivered a PewerPaint preser

Al rasdwianill i g o 2
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Y FDers Participate

™

in " Crop Drop”

Fellowship Preskyterian Chureh conneeted
with the Society of 5t Andrews, which glears
local fields to provide fresh fruit and vepgetables
to the hungry, to host a "Grop Crop”! on Janu-
ary 18, 2014, The Society of St Andrews pro-
Vided sweet potatoes and apples and the vok
unteers bagged the food for later distibution to
various agencies that provide feod to Maorth
Alabama families in need. 5t John minstries
veere imvited to participate and the YPD accept-
ed the imvitation.

Pictured above ame Ywnme Sandesson, Radlyn
Mk Clung | Kathernne Duwlapey, Rlobpn Sandermn
and Hemme y Hamis,

Due to the cold weather, the bagging took
place at the Faimer's Market on Cook Street
instead of the parking lol of Fellewship,
YPDers and sporsars were among 200 volure
teers who parficipated in this Dr. Martin Luther
King Holiday Weekend service project. YPDR
Director, Ywonne Sanderson, expressed that
the %PDers enjoyed this opportunity to serve
and they look farward to future paricipation.

Health Tips

Submited by Masola 5. Peoples

Drinking 2 glasses of water in the morming
helps actvate imternal ergans.

Ciuinking 1 glass of water before a meal will
help digestion.

Brinking 1 glass of water before taking a show-
er helps prevert high blood pressure,

Brinking 1 glass of water before bed helps pre-
ventstrokes and heart attacks.

1-=mall serving of French Fries = 84 strawber
ries

Women's Ministry Tidbits!

PROMISES TO HELP Y0U
SAVOR EACH MOMENT

"Do net worry about tomorrew, for tomorow
will oy abeut its mwn things. Sufficient for
the day i its oen treuble”

- hatthew G:34

"We do not lose heart, Even though our out-
ward man & pershing, yet the inward man &
being renewsd day by day. Far aur light afflic-
fian, which is for but a moament, & weking far
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glary while we do not look atthe things which
are seen, but at the things which are notseen,
For the things which are seen are temporary
butthe things which are notseen are etermal”
- 2 Sorinthiars 4:16-18

Ladies of Saint John, to experience happiness
wie must frain owrselves to live in this momeant,
to savor it for what it &, Those special savored
mornents of  fun,  reflection, happiness and
pleasure give us a tinytaste of what "eternity”
with Christ will one day be lke,
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A Tribute to the late Growing for the
Mrs. Margaret Ballard Glory of God!

5t John weleomes the following pesons,
: who joined during the secand quarter of this
s & L mEmaet of St yeal. Be sure to greet these persom and

<RHNHOL enEE G e T encourage them as you worship and fellow

fact. the entire far‘nihr. her hip at St Joh Sund dth f
hus band, Wi, Herman Ballard, :hel-pwej.. R PR

daughters, the Reverend Widci
Maykerry and the Reverend
Debra Ballard, and grandchil
dren have all served faithfully
at 5t dohn.

Mr=. Margarg Ree Ballard

M=, Ballard was steadfast in
her senfice. She was a menmt
ber of the Sanctuary and Gos-
pel choirs, Women's Mission Anita Williams Mariah Harris
ary Society and the Steward
ezs Board M Rufus Gil
more I, former Directar of
Music at St. John, noted in his
reflections at Mrs. Ballard's.
Homegoing Service that even
when her work schedule con
flicted with chair rehearsal, she waould attend
rehearsal during her lunch heour and stay == Walter Jenkirs Jabraslan Carter
long as her scghedule alleved. 22 a mission
any, Wis. Ballard participated in local, area,
district and conference level events. As a
stewwardess, she not enly performed her duties
of assisting with the serving of cormmurion dur-
ing worship, but regularly accompanied the
late: Reverend Kenneth Johnson when he
sered communion ta the sick and shut-in
members af the church;

2

Sylvester D anieks Anpelia Daniels

frs. Ballard loved 5t John and the AME
Church. Whenever there was a service, Mrs.
Ballard was present. She also faithfully accom:
panied her daughters as they fuffilled ministerk
al duties by attending meetings and confer
ences throughout the state and the connection.

»

St John tharks God for allowing Mis. Margs
ret Ree Ballard ta be a faithful member of this lkena Riggs Ehorm Aull
congregation. Her pres ence will continue to be
feltthrough the service of her husband, daugh
ters and grandehildren,

"Therefone, m y beloved, he steadfast immova-
ble, always exceling in the wonk of the Lo,
hecause you Hmow that inthe Lomd your labor
fe mok i vaim” Darlene Thomas Abreeota Williams

- 1 Garinthians 1558

E
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Compassion for the Poor

THE S0UP KITCHEN WILL BE OPENM
EVERY TUESDAY THIS MONTH

"Whoewer & faithful in a very little is faithful
alsoin much, and whosver is dehonest in a
wery little & dehonest akain much.”

- Luke 1610 (MRS

"Oeocupy Wall Street (OWE) was the
anly mass social movement in recent
vears, except for one: other inftiative
to impact glebal awareness of the
scope of inequality and how this ine-
quality ravages the hope of pesons
worldwide. This srganzation's main
goal was to rase the &merican eon-
sciousness about the growing gap
between the income of the wealthy-
ocne percent and the ninety —nine
percent in the midst of shrinking eco-
narnic opportunities. CWS concluded
the one percents wealth Is under-
served and & excessive.”

In Luke 18:18-31 Jesus presents a series of
digcourses on financial matters! using one's
wealth & not to boost sne's ego, paner ar
flaunt one's success, but to wis ely help those
in need. Jesus emphasizes that one should
use earthly abundance to sam eternal henefits
by caring for the disenfranchised in our society.

Thank you, 5t. John, for contindally supperting
the "Seup Kitchen” with food contributions, fi-
nancial suppoit and prayers. The Soup Kitchen
will be: open each Tuesday in February to
serve thoze in need during this winter season.
Hats affte the Food Services Ministry!

Rekrence: Sunday School Quartery aof the Afican
hiethodist Bpiscapal Church.

Healthy Hearts
Seek Support

The Healthy Hearts group, led by team captain
Keri Daniels, will participate in the &merican
Heart Association's Heart Wak an Saturday,
March B, from B am ta 11 am. The funds
raised will be used for critical cardiovascular
disease research and education.

You maysupportthis cause by joining the team
af making a donation. Pleae contact Siter
Angelia Daniek ar the church office to parick
pate.

Healthcare Coverage
s Mandatory

The Patient Care and Affordable CGare Act
makes healthcare coverage mandatory and
persors without coverage will be fined. There &
still time-to ENROLL prior to the 2014 deadline
of March 31, 2014, Visit vesen healthcare. gow for
mare infarmation,

St. John Supports
Connect Class 16

Connect Glass. 18 i a part 'of Leadership
Hurtsvillefiadison Ceunty. 5t Jahn member,
Latosha Baldwin, = @ member of the class. The
group sponsored a business suitfclothing drive
insuppart of a prefessional development wark -
shop that was hested in January. The wok-
shop was part of the Connect Class 16 pre-
gram entitled Confident U, which served as an
adult empowerment syrmposium to impact inde
viduak who have a difficult time finding em-
ployment due to past mistakes or unfortunate
situations:

The goal of the clothing drive weas o supphy
wotkshop attendees with at least one outfit that
& appropriate fer an intervies. The appeal was
for professional attire for men and women, es-
pecially suit jacket, button-up shins, pants,
and ties for men, and skins, dresses, blowses
and slacks for wamen. St John members re-
sponded to the appeal with a number of cloth
ing items. Latosha was most appreciative of
the support she received from her church fami

by

Thank yvou, St John, for your response to this
appeal




=t. JohnAMEN

February 2014

Page 10

Church School Lesson Overview — March 2014

harch 2, 2014

Lesson Title: An Btemal Kingdom

Lesson Scripture: H Samuel 7:1-17

Print: Il Samuel 7416

Devotional Songs: #412[), #2772 [, and #2243 ]

Key %erse! "Thine howse and thy kingdom
shall be establehed forever before thee: thy
thione shall be establshed forever” (1l Sarmuoel
TG

Application; To show that as God prepared for
the coming of Christ by mears af His covenant
with David, we ean be assured that He & in
control of history and that all that He has prome
& ed will come to pass.

Thie lesson looks at the orginal pramies God
made. One can lean thatthere are good ideas
and then there are God s eternal purposes and
plars for His covenant people.

David was secure in his kingdam. He had suc
cessfully transported the tabernacle and the
A of the Caovenant to Jerusalem, He was
liwing in hi roval residence. Jerusalem could
nowe officially be recognized as the capital of
Erael

David expreszed his desire to replace the tab-
ernacle with @ permanent temple, as he en-
jowed this time of peace. This occasion was
wed by God to set up one more step in His
plare to send the hMessiah, God establis hed
that the lineage of [avid would he the lineage
from which the Messiah would come and upan
whose throne He would sit by making His cow-
enantwith him.

harch 3, 2044

Lesson Title: Sonof David

Lesson Seripture: Psalm B2:3-14; Isaiah 9:1-7;
Matthew 1:18-2:8

Primt: Psalm B835-37 kaiah 857 Matthew
1;18-22a

Devotional Songs: #2250, #251[]; and #2243[]

key Verse: "She shall bring forth @ son, and
thou shak call his name JESUS; far he shall
save his people from their sins. Mow all this
was done, that it might be fulfiled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet™ (Jdames
2:5).

Application: Toshow that the Sen of God, our
Saviour, came into the world as promized.

This lesson examines how God confirmed His
promises made in the Davidic covenant and
tevealed mare fully through Isaiah how the

Messziah woeuld bhe God incarnate. How the

prophecies of the coming Messiah and King
wete fulfilled by the bith of C hrist are alsio e
amined,

Skcteen times Jesus & called "Son of David” in
the Mew Testament. Jesus was in the family
lineage of Bavid through Joseph and Mary a5 a
man and was eventual heir to the throne of
David. Jesus was the Son of od, hence, King
af Kings and Lord of Lords. God raised Jesus
fram the dead to be King of the Jews and to
hawve lordship ever everyone. Jesus' semvants
are those who have faith in Him alone,

March 16, 2014

Lessaon Title: &n Everlasting Hing

Lesson Scripture; Psalm110:1-7; Acts 22235
Print Psalm 110:1-4; Ack 2:22.24 70-32
Tentative Devotional Songs: #3B0[; #258 [],
and #243 []

Hey “Yerse: "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit
thou at my right hand, until | make thine ene
mies thy fooktool’ (Psalm 110:13.

Application: Te show that we should not be
discouraged if events seemto deny the promis-
s of God.

This lesson examines the eternal authorty of
the risen Lord Jesus Christ: He rule will newver
end, when He assumes His future throne. The
lesson shosas evidence of the cerainty of
zod's determination to prave to His people af
Hit oath 1o raise up Jesus from the dead, It
also shows evidence of the eternal power and

authority of Godto e the kKingdom of heaven
and earth.

harch 23, 2094

Lesson Title; Worthy Isthe Lamb

Lesson Seripture: Revelation 3:7; 5:5-13; 6:12-
7228

FPrint Revelation 5:5-13

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #77 []; 282, and
#2435 ]

Fey Werses: "Worthy & the Lamb that was =lain
to receive powel, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and bless-
iny' {Revelation 5:12).

Application; Toshow that whether we accept of
reject Christ, we will one day adinowledge His
worthiness as Redeemer and Judge..

This lesson zooms students to the future mo-

AL e o e A0
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Black History in Medicine

By Posemary Wells

James Derham {1757-1802) was the first
Black persen to recelve a cerficate to
practice medicine in the US. He won his
freedom and set up his own practice’ in
Mew Crleans.

Rebecca Les Crumpler (18311825 be
came the first Black waman doctor in the
LS, She graduated from, what is now,
Boston U niversity School ef Medicine in 1284,

Mary Biza Mahonsy (184518280 was the
first African American to study and work as a
professionally trained nus e in the US, gradu-
ating in 1878. In 1808, she co-founded the
Mational Association of Colared Graduate
Murses with Adah B. Thams.

Daniel Hale Williams (1858-1831) founded
the first black- owned hospital, Provident Hos-
pital and Training School Association in 1881
arthe Southside of Chicage, serving the com-
munity &5 a whole. He was credited with the
fistsuccessful open heartsurgery in 1883,

Charle= Richard Drew (1804 1950) devel
oped 3 wayto preserve blood, cre ating the first
American Red Cross bleod bank. He deveb
aped a methed to efficiently store blead plas-
ma; preserving blood plasma for transfusion.
He was a surgeon, medical scientist and edu-
eatar,

Henrigtta Lacks (1820-1951) was a poor
hlack tobacco farmer from Southern VWirginia,
At 30 years old she was diagnosed with cervi
cal eancer. S manths before her death cells
were faken {without her Knowledge) from her
womb and became one af the mest important
taak in medicing; vital for developing the palia
vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and in vitte
fertilization. Herrietta's cell were the first ime
martal human celk grown in cuttue. Her cells
even went up inthe fist space missions (to the
imoon) o ses what would happen to eells in
zero gravity. The Hela cels have bheen bought
andsold by millions, yet the she remains virtu-
ally urknown, and her family can't aford
heath irsurance.

In her new book, The [mmartal Life af Henriet:
t8_Lacks, journalist Rebecca Skloot fracks
dowven the story of the source of the amazing
Hela celk, Henrietta Lacks, while document-
ing the cell ling's impact on both maodern medi
cine and the Lacks family.

' "2 TRUSTEE CORNER

What is a Trustee?

Smply staed:

Atnetes 5 the elected recipient of congrega
tion's trust and shared responsibilities for the
temporal concermns of this church, “The house
of the Lard.”

ntroduction:

1. The primary purpese & to kesp the mem-
bers of 5t John informed as to any stuctural
or physical development as it pertains to im-
pravernents andfer repais at the chureh faeil
ty. Secondhy, St John's Trustee Board would
dlsa lke to encourage all membes to take an
active part of ensuring that this facility 5 woar-
thy to ke called "The houss of the Lord."

Each vear, the Trustee Board identifies and
prioriizes several itens that require attention,
either for repair ar improvement  Lisewise, the
Board welcomes anmy ideas and suggestions
from the membership thatwould help in ide rti
fying ather areas of concern.

2. Generally, priority learms teward safety, e
pair, then improvement. Of course, please be
mindful that all viable ideas are scrutinized
based on pricrty fit, implementation, cost and
timing.

3, Dther areas of the Trustee Board res porstk
hility are  Utilities, Insurance, Maintenance
(Building, Copier, Bus, Land), Building im-
provement and Church furnishings,

4. The rustees of Stlohn AME are specifically
tasked to manage these church resources and
help the ministries irsure that the worship e
perience meets the spiritual need of the con
gregation.

Go Green

Reduce the setting an your thermostat by &
degree ar two

Irstall & programm akle the mestat
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Church School Lesson

A TR o (e

mert prior to where the judgments of the tribu-
latign start. Until Christ, the Lamb, comes for-
ward, the sewven sealed scrall that contains the
judgments cannot be opened Heaven bumsts
outin wiars hip &t His appearance.

The contexdt of this lesson & Jesus’ revelation
to the Apostle John. In the first three chapters
John sees Jesus in His present relatiors hip to
the church, John wa tramsported to heaven in
chapter 4 where he san the throne ef God sur-
rounded by the elders and the four living crea:
tures worshiping Him, When John san the
sgroll that could not be opened, he was over-
come with grief because no one was found
worthy to open the scrall,

Wanch 20,2014

Lesson Title: The Bitrance of the King
Lezson Scripture: Zechariah B:89-10; Matth e
21:1-11

Print: Zechariah 2:2; Matthew 21:1- 11

Tentative Devational Songs: #2271 [, Alleluia;
and #2443 []

key Werses: "The mulitudes that went befare,
and that followed, cried, saying Hesanna to the
son of David: Blessed & he that cometh in the
name of the Lord; Hosanpa is the high-
est” (Matthews 2180,

Application; To show that Jesus fulfilled the
prophecies about the Messiah, proving He &
the Messiah.

The lesson examines the fulfilment of the
prophecy fram the book of Zechariah of Jesus’
tiurnphal entry, Zechariah provided some of
this & detaik and Jesus definitely fulfilled them.

The: prophecies in chapters 8 through 11 of
Zechariah foous mainly on the first coming of
Eraefs Messiah, while the next three chapters
portend the Second Coming, Zechariah pre-
sented the Messiah entering Jerusalem as a
humble King. He encouraged Jerusalem to look
fomward with joy to the arrival of it true King.

Zechariah wrote that o was |sragl's King who
Was coming. At the time of his writing, krael
had noking, When Jesus appeared anthe sce-
ne, Israel's kings were of the H erodian dynasty,
g line of leaders szelected or permited by
Rome, Herad the Great was from Edom and
was seen by the Jews as not being eligible to
Le king.

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date:’ 16 February 14

1000 A.M. — 11130 A M.

A Womans Worh, Wikt Lynette Hichok,
2810

Discussion Date: 15 March 14
10:00 A.M, — 11230 A M,
Keeper of My Soul, Keshia D awn, 2010

Kefthe, though & successful lawyer,
uant_li to be a EHE{EEE'FLl'l husband, He
loves his H?fa Michelle and is trying to
save their. marriage. Michalle iz a suc-
cesshul IJu:lgE. bit even more successful
as an alw ays on the prow | cougar, In her
heart of hearts she does lave her hus-
band, she just does not knaw how to
show it Stoney is & confused young
woman who was raised by har schizo-
phrenic grandmuﬂﬂm ; which leads her to
daily guestion her own sanity and worse
vet taqﬁe medication that is nn’c hers;
TOnce: her grﬂndrrﬂfhgr ASSeS  away,
Stoney is ready to move to the big city
in a guest to find the mother who aban-
doned her and her grandrmother,

In this noval, the lives of these threa
characters intertwine like vines, It is in-
teresting to see How w hat has been dane
inthe'dark cormes to light

Excerptsfrom the book review by Ka-
ran Reynolds, Readers in Motion Bookelub

St. John Member Speaks
at Symposium in D.C.

el vl frve oo A

tation where she gave state and logal statistics
on drug, tobaceo, alechol usage in Alabama
and shared with the audience her rale and re-
sponsihilties as 8 HR Teen Leader. She aka
highlighted some of the things the group in
Madison County does and shared with at-
tendees about her church member, Judge Lynn
Sherrod's Drug Caurt,

Mariah says "l was honored to have the oppor
tunity to bein the presence of the spedias,
panelets and cther teens who are making a
difference in their communities. | also enjoyed
the free time with the group's Might Tour of the
BC Monuments and Historical Sites "
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St. John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

February 22, 20414 Agnes-Cooper Area WS Mesting, B:00 a.m,
March &, 2044 Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m.

MWarch 20-22, 2014 Mirth Digtrict Wirter Meging

Bpril 14-16 Haly Week Rewvival

The Rewerend Banlbole Akinbinu, Revwalist
April A7 Maundy Thursday Service, G800 p.m.
Jum= 8, 2014 FPentecost 3014

That if you confess with your mowth, "lesus iz Lond ¥ and believe in your keart
that God radoed him from the dead | you will be saved . Romans 1009

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

The Jaurmey of Faith
1 CQorinthians <:1-2

Lt fone] 50 gecoumt of e, as of the ministers of Chist, and: she wards of the m yateries of God.
Moeover it iz reguired in sawards, fhat he/she [be found faithiful,

The word steward ‘in the above passage & ofonomos. Here are some definitons: "oivondmos.
In Greek this waord means 'steward,! It may then denote the head of a particular branch of & great
house, e.q., the chief cook. As a lodmword it can denote a city official (cf: Romars 18:23), 1t may
dbo be uwsedfor an estate manager or accountant 2 well & a housekeeper. Inthe rabbls Moses
iz God's steward. In parables the loanword usually has the serse of treasurer” A steward B "a
house-distributor (i.e. manager), or overseer, i.e. an employee in that capacity; by extens. a fiscal
agentitreasurer); fig. a preacher {ofthe Gospel).™

So, stewards are persons who take care of that which does not belong to them. They woik for
someoneg elke. Theyrepresentsomeons eke. What they have comes from someone elke. What
they will produce belongs to someone else. The steward & a caretaker, a servant, a workear, a
representative! Stewards are caretakers of the myster
ies of God --- the secrets of God! We are called totake
care ofthe mysteries —--- what are they? God's myster-
ies include — but are not limited o — God's grace,
God's mercy, Gods fathfulness, God's blessings,
God's miracles, Gods healing, God's protection, Gods
provision, God's direction, Gods forgiveness, Gods
restoration, Gods favor, and Gods peace. Gods mys-
teries arethe evidences of God's love toward us.

Therefare, stewardship & # faihful resporse to the
lewve of God. It's nottrying to get a title. It's not trying to
get a position in the church. If's nettrying o out give
saomeone ke Ifs not abhout getiing in the spotlight
Its not about getting close to the preacher. R's not
about petting a promotion, s not about-getting a
blessing in return for ebedience. Stewardship 5 to be
aur faithful response to God s love!

faithfully fo the lowve of God. We wil explore seven
ways in which to do so; relationships, time, health and
wellness, talent, finances, community outreach, and
the emvitenment. Each week we will have a devotional
that includes a brief meditation an each topie, scrip-

L evied s G e I

'Kittel, ., Friedrich, &., & Bromiley, &, W. {1085), Thedlogical Dictionary of the New Testam ent
(B78), Grand Rapids, M: W .B. Eerdrmans.

“Strong, J. (Z008). 4 Concise Diotionary of the Word s in the Greek Tesiam ent and The Hebrew
Sildle. Bellingham, WA, Logos Bible Software.
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Pastor's Message

L vl A R

tures for each day of Lentthat eoincide with the week's theme, and a challenge for each week,
Az we take the journey of faith, we will also include our testimonies, We will not wat unfil Lentis
aver; we will testify as God blesses and a we make progress en our path to stewardship. On
the wall opposite the administrative offices, arbwok of @ journey of faith is displayed and & ready
for pesting testimonpies. Join ! Let s step together inte this season of Lent with faithful re
spors estothe love of God! As we take a journey of faith, let us testify tothe miracles of God we
see along the way.

Im addition ta this time being Lent, this & ako Women's Histary Month, We celebrate women!
Women, your pres ence s foundational, Wour intelligence = remakable. Your courage is immeas-
urable. % aur gifts are innumerable. Your love B undefeatable, Your sacrifices are life- giving. Woul
fight to gain rights thatshould have already been afforded to you & contagiows. You knad: fol
truth s diving, Your ability te care is inspining. Your beauty is breath taking. Your hearts are une
mowable, akvays abounding In the wolk of the justice and merey. We salute vou all: daughters,
sigters, cousins, nieces, aunts, single aduls, wives, and mothers of all kinds and farms.

Since we are looking to be pood stewards, we need look no further for rousing examples. Wom-
en aré some of the best stewards anywhere. Ewve, Rahab, Deborah, Esther; Ruth, YWirgin Mary,
Mary Magdalene, Fhoebe, Aquila, Lydia, Jarena Lee, Fannie Lou Hamer, Sojourner Truth, Ida B
Welk, Mary MelLeod Bethure, Dorothy Height, Washti Murphy MeKenzie, Carolyn Tyler Guidny,
Sarah Frances Davis, Anna Ameld Hedgeman, Caretta Scott King, Harriet Tubman, Miche lle
Obama, Cordy Lee Smith, Mertis Jones, Edwina Patrick, Deris Outlaw, Margaret Ballard, Sally
Fitchard, Big Mamma, Auntie, Grandma, Big Sis, Baby &irl, and so many maore are shining mod
gls of what t means to be fathful stewards of God's mysteries. As we take the journey of fath to
resurrection Sunday, let us de so as so many women have dorfe — responding fathfully to the
love of Godl

‘| Believe™ In Our Future
Daniel Payne College Legacy Village

Plans have been drawn, the

DANIEL PAYNE COLLEGE LEGACY VILLAGE PROJECT |=nd b= been cleared, con-

accepted, and corsfuction
has begun. The goal & for
the fist event te be held at
this site in 2015. Bihop Da-
vis and the Daniel Payne Cok
lege Legacy Vilage Board of
Tiustees stated in & letter ta
the District family, “We are
aking all Ninth District AME s

to BELIEVE with us and help us to do this mighty wark.”

Some St John members have shown their cormmitment to this project by eommiting to make a
manthly donation to the "I BELIEVE FUND." Members were ssked to makie a pledge of $10 per
manth {or ather amounts of their choice). Many have responded and the church continues fo
dccept new pledges and donatiors. If you have made your pledge, please rememberto hona
vour pledge each month. Ifyou have not made a pledge, prayverfully consider making your com-
mitrnent to the "| BELUEWE FUNDE." All checks must be payable to Daniel Payne College Legaicy
Village or DPCLY.

Thank you, St John, for BELIEWIN .
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Bishop Guidry Leads St. John

in Gelebrating Founder’'s Day
Bw Bridy

et J. Flawd

St Jehn celebrated Founder's Day on Sun-
day, February 8, 2014, ata combined 10 a.m.
worship service. Thetheme was: Wating the
Viston: History, Femtage, amd Hope,  The
Right Reverend Carolyn Tyler Guidry was the
preacher for this time-honored celebration of
the founding of the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church by Richard Allen. The Steward
Board coordinatedthe program and Stewards
were featured in the order of worship. Mrs,
Pamela Whitehe ad served as program chair.

The Gospel Ghor set the tone with inspira
tional selectiors, and Dr. Jennifer Patterson
gave an emotionally gripping liturgical dance
to "0 Fie Me" Viitars were welcomed, and
as with each Sunday in February {African
American History Month), the drama minsty
represented fintroduced themseles as Afri
can American historical figures who were
"wisiting" 5t. John. Dr. Patrick Clayborn, pas-
tor, introduced Bishop Guidry, noting the histary of early AME bishops, their impact: on women's
rights inthe pulpit, and the "ups and dowrs™ that occurred until “faith-filed women were allowed
in the pulpit” And enthis day, congregant were privileged to hear from a retired female bishop
ofthe AME Chureh, which'in tself was histarical

Behop Guidry preached on the fopic "The Church Will Survive” with the biblical text Matthew
16:12-20. She emphaxied verse 18 with emphass on building the church on the firm founda-
tion whichwould be impervious to the effors of the devil or anysuch atads, Setting the histork
cal stage, Behop Guidry neted that the AME Church and the United States Constiution were
simultaneously in development. She emphasized the dichotomy of that time in establis hing
independenceffreedom fram Great Britain while embracing slavery for blacks, Blhop Guidry
drew the time line from the founder John Wesley (Methodist Chureh) to Richard Allen, the end
of slavery and the rele of education far the newly freed slaves. Greatstrides were made with
meager resources contrasted with the resources of today, which Bshop Guidry suggested are
squandered in some instances.

Licawise, the churchwas established by Richard &llen
and others in a humble sefling (blacksmith shaopl.
Bishop Guidry indicated that the torch should be
passed and that "the Church will survive." She sug-
gested that re-evaluation might be appropriate in an
effort to "recapture the fervar of Allen” and others, She
emphasized reaching out to "those in need of Jasus"
without prejudgments about attire, vices, or the types
of songs that they embrace; for the purpose s to "bring
thern to the ahar/desus and HIS LOWVE "

Bishop Guidry reterated, "The Church will surive be-
cause-Jesus sommanded itto,” regardless of naysay
ers. She highlighted the "responsikility” of sutreach 1o
“letthes e who need it know of Jesus.” Thatis, "They
are somebody's sons and daughters," and as

v O e 4.0 )
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CELEBRATING WOMEN:

WomEN's HisTORY MONTH
By Tawanda Butrd

omen's History Manth honors and celebrates the struggles and achievements of
American women throughout history., American women have struggled to gain
rights not simply for thems elves but for many other underrepresented and disen-
franchiz ed groups in America.

Women's History Month had its arigins in 1881 when Congress passed Public Law-87-28 which
authorized and requested the Presidentto proclaim the weds beginning March 7, 1982 as
"Women's Histary Week", Az requested by Congress, President Réagan issued Presidential
Proclamation 4603 proclaiming the weeh beginning en Mareh 7, 1882 as the fist "Women's
Histery Week" and recognizing the wital role ef women in American history, The keginning of
the Proclamation states

"Amencan women of e very raoe, creed and aethmic bae bgrownd helped found and buid
our M ation {n combless recoded and uneoorded ways ... Ao leadels in pubfc affairs,
American women mot only worked o seowre their own rights of suffage and egual
oopovturity b aiso wee prncipal! advocates in the abolionist, tempeance, m enidal
heaith reform | industnial labor and social efom movements, az well ag the modem
civil righte m ovem et

Congress continued to pass Jeint resolutiors designating a week in Mareh as "Women's History
Week" and authorizing the Presidentto issue a proclamation to inform the country ofthis recog-
nitisn and urge the people to study the cantributiors of women to WS, histary. Since 1285,
Presidents Clintan, Bush and Obama have Esued a series of annual proclamations designating
the month of March a "Women's Hetory Momth” These proclamations celebrate the confribu
tiors women have made to the United States and recognize the specific achievements waomen
have made overthe course of American histary in a variety offields.

Az we continue to celebrate women, the Newsletter Ministry deeided to pay homage toten (10}
remark akile and notable women (see page <) who changed histery, Although their weilks have
gong unnoficed, their contributiors have paved the way despite the pesecution, segregation,
and raciesm each of these women faced. Withowt any of their contribuations, wormen would not
have the determination, courage, drive, nor the freedom to explore pessibilities, These wemen
have made a difference and fought a good fight'in their quest for egual pelitical, ecornomic and
social opportunities inthe United States, just to make sure women have equal op partunities.

Rekrences:
hiip:Fenwikipedia.org

htip fhwomens histargmanth.g owv/

hﬂg, e il Eg ia urﬂ!l.nm};p'l.l'u'nmgn's Hls'tnr'-.r Mnrﬂh
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PORTRAITS OF WOMEN IN HISTORY

Mancy Green
Movember 17, 1834-
September 23,1523

A storgeller, cook, adivst, and one of the

st Sfican: Arerzan models hired to pro-
mote a corporate radermark known far" Aol
L " Pancake hdix,

Mary MclLeod Eethune

July 10, 1675-
May 18, 1855

An Arrerican educator and cvil n hts Ie:-:le-r
best known for starting a school i
Srmrican studertsin Dayviona Beach,
Ia; ‘H‘Ii‘t E\.entuall'g,r became Felin
akiieEn Lir ;and far hemg an au:lu
=ar-to Fresu:lerrt ililin 0| She
was knownas The First Lal:l'g.f-:fThE St'ug
gle” because of hercammitment to bettering

Afican Amencans.

r""l Eessie Coleman

Jdanuary 26, 1882 —
April 30, 1826

Sened as the firt Sfican American piot
and the drst person of African- ﬁmenmn
descent ta hold an o= mational pilel licenzs

Earbara Jordan
Februarng 21, 1835 -
danuary 17, 1280

g ! The frst NS tn!lin an Oscar.
Hame MCDEWE' EhE won 1:hE iIir:I Tir Bes Sumpdrting A
June 10, 1285 — sz Br her role of I'u'hrnm\r in
Cctober 28, 1852 Vg (1B30),
<he WaAs an Smisie o0 polncias and leader
afthe Cial Fohts mowmert She was the

frst African American elected to the Teras.

Senate ater Recorstudion, the
st suihgm I:-I;l::k fernile elected tn
‘thE i Tt FEpres t

fives, and the ﬁ|*5t ﬁi‘lnin Arerican unn‘mn
o dE|I'|.|'Er the keynote address  at
3 Demeerin Natinmal Carresntia

Larraine Hansberry
May 19, 1830 — January 12, 1865

She was the frst black woman ta wrte a3
play perbrmed an Yoo, Her best
krow now ark, the play & S e Bl

Mary Church Terrel|

Septernber 23, 1853 —July 24, 1854

She was one of the firg Afncan-&mencan
women to eam a |:|]||E%Eu degree in 1884
graduating fom Obedin College,

January 13, 1850 —
Jdanaary4, 12811

The 1rst ~aica in_female lawwer In
the Lh'rte:l S‘tate-i Ha raduated
Charlotte Ray Fari e il A g

1672 an:l I:ne-:ar'r'e 111& irst ‘EI‘I1i|E idmtted
to the District of Columbia Bar.

Charity Adams Earley

December 5, 1818 —January 13, 2002

The irst Afican Amencan woman to be an
efficer in the Wormen's Sy Ausiliary Corps
(later WVUWAZS) and was the commanding
afficer of the irst battaion of African Aven-
can women to sene owerseas during World
Via I,

Maggie Walker
. July 18, 1867 —
2 December 15, 1834

The first fermale bank president of any
race to charter @ bank in the United
States.
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Ash Wednesday Began 2014 Lenten Journey
Joumey of Faith: 7 Steps of Stewardship

The LENTEN SEASOM covers the fo rty-s i day period bebween Ash Wednesday and the eve of
Easter, Lent iself excludes the sic Sundays and is, therefore, only forty days. The date of the
beginming of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is determined by the date of Easter.

This year St John will take a "Journey of Faith: 7 Steps of Stewardship" during the Lenten Sea
son. lMembers received a preview of the journey in the previous Sunday's message "Journey of
Faith: The Best Offering.” The congregation will explore seven ways in which to respond faithful-
by to the love of God: relationships, time, health and wellness, talent, finances, community out
reach, andthe environment.

Worshippers gathered in the sanctuary en Wednesday, March 5, for the annual Ash Wednesday
Service and in anticipation of the information thatwould be provided aboutthe Lenten journey.
The Rewverend Meriam Garrett led the waors hip service. Prayer was offered by the Reverend
Charles Glever. Dance and musical solo set the spittual tone forthe meditation. Br. Jennifer Pat
terson, coordinatar of the 3t Jehn D ance Minstry, ministered in dance to the song "Lead Me to
the Cross" and a stirring solo, "God ls Here!" was sung by D, Janette Kotey, Mingter of Music at

First Wissionary Baptist Churezh.

Following a passionate singing of "Jesus, Youre the Centel of My Joy.” Pastor Clayborn gave the
meditation thatwas centered on Luke 15:11-13. The mess age was entitled “Journey of Faith: The
Right Relatiorship.” The message was focused on the first step of faith in stewardship, To have
“the right relationship” one must admit brokenness, make an intertto do God's will, and take the
ztep of faith. A= the prodigal son took the fist step of faith and returned to his father, believer's
relations hip waith God is right a5 soon as they take the step of faith. In concluding, he stated that
"Because of Hie grace and merey, we have the right relations hip."

Congregants gathered atthe altar for prayer, followed by the impostion of ashes.

Dwring the =zervice, an explanation was. given
for the arbwok on the wall opposite the admin-
istrative offices; This wall depicts the "Journey
of Faith” that members will take during this sea-
son of Lent and it & a place where members
may post estimonies alongthe journey,
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History Lessons Taught by St. John Members

The =t Jehn Drama Ministry taught valuable lessons in Black History during the month - of Februw
ary by interspersing special guests in the congregation and with skits, Each Sunday, "visitors"
told aftheir contributions to history. Therewas ako a skit that depicted important events in histo
ry. The history moments were directed by Mrs. D onna Gullatte and hrs. S heryl Anderson.

On February 2, a sKit was presented on the Tuskegee Airmen (Eddie Whitehead, Jr,, Michaz|
Clark, Josiah Gullatte, Curtis Mayes, Jr.,Jared Burns and Anthormy Harkind and narrated by Kaik
Iy MeClung. Yisitors were Resa Paks (Karen Minoerd, Harriet Tubman { Eleanor Burnett) and Ad
miral Michelle Howard (Felizia Sarter).

Cin February B, the skit was "Hair We Go Again! Madam GJ Waker Story,” with MWadam
CJ Waker (Karmen Latimore, not pictured), Charles Joseph Wak er (Eddie White he ad), Louwve
nia, Madam Wakers Siter, (Jakeyah Williams) and namration by Claudinette Purifoy Feas. Vist
tors were Richard Allen (Ricarde Wiliarms), Daniel Payne, {Justin York), Supreme Court Justice
Thurgood Marshall, (D arrell Ezell), Wenus and Serena Willams, {Shannon and Erin Lottt not pie-

tured?.

The skit on February 15 was "Fulfillment,” where President Barade Obama (Larry Stanley) and
First Lady Michelle Obama ( Templena Stanley) told the story of the election of the first African
American President of the United States as a “fulfillment’ of the dream to the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King {Karl Gullatte) and Caretta Scott King { Timyra Marshall), Yisitors were George Wash-
ington Carver (Glenn Harbin aned Garrett Margan { Guy &innj,

L) s T e X
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History Lessons Taught by St. John Members

FL v ekt e panlipe B

Cn February 23 5t John members who achisved "“firsts” in their profession and'or service were
hongred, The honorees were Adrienng P-K Washington, Lynn Sherrod, Janete Smith, Willie
Mingo Clark, Ernest dones, the Rewverend Charles Glover, the Revyerend Dr, Homer L. McGall,
C1iff Miller, and Br. Manica Dillihunt, ViEitors on this fourth Sunday of the month were Oprah Win-
frey (Mary Rankin), John and Eunice Johnson (Anthany Danigl and Teneshia Acklind, William
Hooper Councill (Sherrod Cowan) and Jesse Owens (Patrick Buford).
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Soup Kitchen Corner

REFLECTIONS OGN ABUNDANGE
"Ba to ethers what you would have them de te
you." Matthews 712 (NI

Ministries of Zt. John serve the homeless and
the needy In our ety and county. These activk
ties are repored menthly in our AMER ews let-
ter and in ouwr church conferences, (See past
newsletters for activitles.) Why do we senve
untiringly™We are Christiars!

We are similar to the Christian serving in an
inner city soup kitchen who was asked: "Waould
wou still do ths i you wan the lotery?™ He sm-
phatically answered, "Absoltely.” A5 we strive
toserve in the ministries of aur church, we he-
liewe that we have won the lottery in many
ways. We experience an abundance of God's
mmary blessings in our lives—the blessings of
sheher, food, health, incorme and relatiors hip,
Thie motivates us to give back to those labor
ing in powerty and related stuggles.

Jdesus, whom we serve and adore did not avoid
the poor, but instead meodeled a caring, e
bracing example for us.to emulate, God does
notmake us do goad. He gives us the oppar
tunity to help our neighbors - the greatest joy of
all.

Women's Ministry
Announces Plans
for Retreat

Mark yau calendars for the Waomen's Ministry
Feteat on June 20-21, 201 The retreat will
ke held at the Mamiott Besort-and Cenference
Certer in Florence, Alabama, More infor
mation will be provided soon.

Healthcare Coverage
is Mandatony

The Patient Care and Affordable Care Act
makes healthcare coverage mandatary, and
persons without cowverage will be fined. There
ts still time to ENROLL prior o the 2014 dead
line af larch a1, 2014, Wisit
vasan heatthcare gov far more infarmation.

Grace and Mercy
By Paulstte Bargon

It wias the grace of God that saved Moses
through his mother's resourceful actions. Exo-
dus 1:20-22;2:1-10

It was. mersy when God called Moses years
after he killed @ man. God had 3 purpese for
him, Exodus 3:8-15;2;11- 14

It weas grace that Moses was privileged to see
the burning bush, to stand an kol ground and
to hear the word of the Laord. Exodus 3:5-14

Through God's grace Moses was ahle to get
the courage to deliver God's message to Phar-
aoh, To set his people fiee! Exodus < 1-11

When God began a series of plagues and finak
kg death to Egypts first bom sons, it was
through Gods grace that He spared Hi own
people. Exodus 6:28 —11.7

It was through Gods merey that He let all of
His people cross the Red Sea when they failed
His first big test by accusing Moses of het ay-
ing them. And when the sea was parted, they
still did net believe. Exodis 14 11-14

Throughout their journey to the Promised Land,
God provided them with food, water and pro-
tection, despite their mamy complaints, Exodus
15:2 1718

Itwas mercy when God forgave His people and
made a renewed covenant. (Remember the
golden cal™) Exodus 3. 5-7

It weas the Grace of God, not power, that the
Israelites were able tocross the Jordan River
tothe PramiEed Land after 40 years, D euteron
amy & 1-28

These are some of the witers examples of
grace and mercy. Mamy bible zeholars may
hawve a different cpinion. But, all should agres
that because of God's grace and mercy, His
son died onthe cross for their salvation.
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Online Giving' Is Easy

Use your PayPal account te send directhy
to St John at email address
stiohnamehi@aol.com. Tramsfer fram your
banking account and speofy donatef
friends and famiby,

ka

Slmphr |;||:- tao thE St John AMEC inebsite

s -hs | then click on
Dnllne E-n.rlng F|:|II:|.r|.| the- instructions
from there.

Ministry Op portunity

The Pastors Aid Beard 5 sesting new mem-
berms. If you are interested in joining this minis-
try, please contact Mis, Claire Philadelphia,
Mz Donnie Thempson, ar the church sffice,

Church School
Book Club

March 2014  Discussion Dae; 15 Mach 14
1000 AN, — 11:30 &AM,
Hesperof My Soul, Keshia Dawn, 2010
April 2014  Discission Date: 18 April 14
10000 AML —11:30 ALM,
Her.i!mrhg Waters, Vanessa Dwﬁ hn;g
2011
In Redeeming Walkers! Brianna was tenwhen
she first met twenty-five-yearold David R,

Shepherd, a devout gospel recording Jr'tht

who would ulimately became megastar King
d. Avid, and he |eft-a lasting imptession. The
nesxt time they meet. Brianna & a lanely young
wife seeking solace in religinus studies, King's
n:mrrpinlnnshlp offers Brianna the deep emo-
tional EHnI'IE-‘Eh,EH for which she jangs. But she
saon finds hamself wiestiing wih ql..IEs‘tmni of
faith, fidelity, and forgiveness.

Bishop Davis Visits St. John

the activities ofthe District.

versity, July 21-24,

Bishop Jarmes L. Davizs, presiding prelate of the Minth Episcopal D istrict, plans
to viEit ewery church in the District over a period of several wedks, The pur
prose of the viEits & to meetthe members of the congregations and to highlight

Accompanied by Presiding Elder Oliver Allen, Jr. and he. Janet Benjamin,
Adminktrative Assistant, Bshop Davis vieited 5t John en Wednesday, F ebrir
ary 26. Pastor Clayborn and members were present to warmly welcome
them te St Jahn, During the visit, Bshop D avis highlighted the following:

- Mid-Winter Meeting at the Fairfield Conference Center, March 20-22

- Pentecost Explosion anthe campus of Alabama State University, June 8

- Summer Meeling (EEC, Minkster Conference) an the campus of Troy Uni-

- Update and appeal for Daniel Payne College Legacy Willage

Thank you, Zt. John, for Your support of this visit.
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&> Texting Teen News
' March 2k14

By Mariah Gullatte

o

"ou sannot know where you are going, watil
vau know where yau have been” Blade history
marnth was full of educational faek straight
fiom the history makers themseles! Of course
the wonderful youth participated in the festivi
fies!

The yauth of 5t John AM.E are always on
the rall!

® The YP[I continues to wolunteer and to
give clothing items at Christmas C harities.

«  YPDers traveled to Ft. Mitchell, Alabama,
to participate  in the Ninth District LTI
(Leadership Training Institute), &f the insti
tute, ¥YPD'ers prepared for the future in a
workshop that taught how to prepare re-
sumes for job applications. In addition te
resumes and applications, we were ako
enlightened on how to dress for all types
of jobinterviews and on whattype of ques-
tiors the interdiewesr will most lkKeby ask,
The opening meditation sf LTI came fram
the Reverend Timothy MNathan. He spoke
about having the right characteristics as a
successful black leader. Just in case you
wiant to b now, they are. the RIGHT ATTI-
TURE, GPS, and GOO. And as alvays,
the ending service wrapped it all up!

Feep all young people and aduls, military,
college students, as well & our up and coming
college students, as theyentarthe long road te
the suBcEsSs process, inyour prayes, We ask
a special prayer for Wallace Parham for a
speedy recovery fremknee surgery.

Lintil pesct time, TTYL({ Tak To 'You Later)!
Mews Text for the month...

"Let ga and let GOD lead your life into what it
should be. Don't ever let anyone bring you
dovn." -Wallace Parham

Founder's Day

AL amiesal e e )

“someone shared Jesus with vou, .. 50 we must
share today.” BiEhop Guidry culminated with
further declaration efthe Church's suryival and
the challengs: "IT WILL ONLY SURBAWRE IF
JESUS IS UFTER TO THEW ORLE."

The cangregation and guests responded to the
message of hope and mission for the AME
Church weith respect for the great founder,
Richard Allen. It was most appropriate to bring
inta full membership those who had joined St
John and completed the necessary prepara
fion as new members. After the benediction
the right hand of felloveship was offered and a
reception was held inthe fellows hip hall,

Pastor Clayborn to
Preach at Mid-Winter

Meeting

Pastar Claybhom will be the preacher far the
noon service at the Ninth DiEtrict WMid-YWinter
Meeting in Faifield, Alabama, on  Friday,
March 241, 2014, The service is schedulad
to begin at 12:30 pm. Pleas e support hirm with
wour prayers, and your attendance, if your
shedule permits.

Go Green

Huntswlle Has CapsRecycling Program

The City of Huntswille's Dperation Green Team
recentty won the Innevation Laard for Wasts
ReductonRecycling at the 2014 Keep America
Beautiful Conference, The award was the re-
sult of the successful Plastic Caps Reccling
contest forschooks.

The pregram has reduced waste and provided
funds W ared schools. The caps are rsoveled
into neww plastic paint contalners, Resideps
can drop off plastic caps at City of Huntswille
schools and local Hunbswville fire statiors to
support the initiathe:
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March Is Mational Colorectal Cancer Awareness Maonth
By Rozmary Wikells

Amuong cancers that effect both men and women, colorectal cancer {cancer of the colan or rec
tum) i the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the United States. Ewvery vear, about
140,000 Americans are diagnosed with colorects] cancel, and mare than 53,000 people die fram
the cancer.

The risk of getting eolorectal cancer increases with age. More than B0 % of cases oceurin people
who are 80 vears old or elder, Colorectal cancer sereening saves lives, but mamy people are not
being screened according to national guidelines. If you are aolder than 50 yedrs old, getting a
sereening test for colorectal cancer could save your life, Earlyscreening ean....
= Find precancerous polyps so they can be removed before they turn into cancer. In
this way, colorectal cancer is prevented,
== Find golorectal cancer early; treatment often leads 1o a cure,

You should begin screening for colorectal cancer soon after furning 50, and then keep geting
sereened regularly until the age of 75, Ask your doctor f yousheould be =creened i you are older
than 75, The besttimeto gets creened s befare you have any symptoms!

Precancerous polyps and colorectal cancer do not akvays cawse symptoms, especially at first.
You could have polyps or colorectal cancer and netknow. That is why having @ screening test is
so impertant. Symptoms for colorectal cancer may include;

= Blood in or onthe stool (bowel movement;

= Stormach pain, aches or cramps that do not go anay;

= Losing weight and you do nothk now e by,

Thezesymptors rmay be caused by something other than cancer. Ifvou are having any ofthese
sympioms, the only way to know what & cawusing them s tosee your doctar,

Localzed bowel cancer s wsually diagnesed through a sigmoides copy, which & the mimimally
imfasive medical examination of the large intestine from the rectum through the large part of the
colon. There are two types of sigmoidoscopies: a flexible (flex) sigmoidoscopy, which uses a
flexibile endoscope, or a rigid sigmoideos copy, which uses a rigid dewviee. A flexible sigmoidoscopy
& generally the preferred procedure. & sigmaidos capy & similarto, but notthesame as; a eolon
cscopy. & sigmpidescopy only examines up to the sigmoid, the most distal part of the colon,
wehile the colonoscopy examines the whole large bowel, This procedure s hould be performed
evend B years,

A golonoscopy & the endoscopic examination of the large bowel and the distal part of the small
howel with @ CED camera or a fiber optic camera on a flexible tube passed through the anus,
During & colonescapy, polyps as small as one millimeter or less can be removed and studied
(with the aid of & micrescaope) to determing i they are precancerous or not. Thie procedure
(screening) should be pefarmed every 10 years. [t fakes 15 years or fewer for @ polyp to turmn
Car CErauUs.

Prevwention of colorectal cancer & the key, and includes the: following:
= Be physically active for a least 30 minutes, atleasts days aweek.
= Donpotsmoke fyou dosmoke, quit.
= Eatfruits, vegetables and whele grairs to help you get and stay healtthy
= Eatless red meatand cut out processed meat

0 ﬁp;) :I Remember i detected early, éolorectal cancer can be easily
‘-.F st Y and successfully treated!!
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2014

April B, 2014

Lesson Title: Jesus Cleanses the Temple
Lesson Scripture::lsaiah 55:8-8; Jeremiah 7:8
15, Mak 11:1518

Prirt: |z aiah S&:8-7; Jeremiah 7:8-11;
11:15-12

Drevational Songs:-#345[, #272 [, and #2432 []

ark

Hey “erse; "Has this house, which & called by

my name, become a den of robbers in wour
sight? (Jeremiah 7:11),

Application: Lke the temple at Jerus alem,
oul churches and other places of worship
should bhe dedicated foi worshipping God,
They should be sanctuaries wherein wors hip-
peEE can expect to find shelterfrom the stams
of ife.

This lesson took place during the final week of
Jesus’ garthly life following His triumphant &n-
fry inte Jeérusalem and 3 roundabout trip te
Bethamy. Jesus came across-and cursed a fig
tree thatshowed various signs of fruitfulness,
wvethad no figs. Jesus' reaction te both the fig
ttee and the money changers in the temple
provide strong warnings concerning the dan-
gers of hypocrisy and deceptiveness.

Students are challenged to personally evaluate
their reasons for going to church and their be-
havier while they are there. Physical presence
in the building f facility & not equivalent to be-
ing engaged in warship,

April 13, 2014

Lesson Title: & Messianic Priest and King
Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 2356, Zechariah
G815, John 19:1-5; Hebrews 713

Print: Jeremiah Z3:5-6; Zechariah 6:2-15; John
19:1-5

Devotional Songs:#EQ[] #251]: and £243]]

Hey Werse: "They kept coming up to him, say-
ing, ‘Hail, King of the Jews! and striking him
on the face” (John 18:3).

Applicaion: Believers mustaspireto right
epsness lke that of the Branch that God
raised from D avid's remnants.

This lesson gives a chance for student to dis-
cern seeds of eternal hope that are available
to all, es pecially those who are oppressed and
exploited because they identify with the suffer

ing Sawior. The title of this |esson refers to Je
sus, the Messiah in whom God has combined
the roles of priest and king o reign forever The
invitationte join Him as inhabtants of Hi king
dorm is still open. There are degper insights into
the nature of the Priest King and His rele in
God's plans for salvation.

April 20, 2014

Lesson Title: The Third Day

Lessan Scripture; Hosea 6:1-3; Luk g 241-12
Print Hosea 6:1-3; Luke 24:1-12

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #158[; #3258 [
and #2443 []

Hey Versa: "Remember how he told yvou... that
the Son of man must ke handed over to sin

ners and be-crucified, and anthethird day rse
again” { Luke 24:8-7).

Application: Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead is the cornerstone of Christian faith. Onit,
the C hureh'is built.

This lesson & about a subject that has different
meanings for different people — deliverance —
dependent upen personal experiences and
histories. Withoutregard to personal meanings,
a dominant theme among deliversed people &
the eszential need to maintain hope and confi
dence that delver ance will came.

Hosea reminded |sragl of God's power and his
faithfulness. God loved them unconditionalby,
and his deliverance was readily available to
them. Allthey hadta da was confess their zins,
repent and turn back to God, knowing that a in
the past, God would fargive them, Sadly, they
would not ack nowledge the weight of theirsins.
They did not repent or return to God either,
they remained unfaithful, interested only in any
benefits they might derive from their relation
ship with God. The Israelites were soon taken
ints exile 35 a consequence,

We zee love as we go to the ernpty tormh with
the women in this lezson. Jesus was hastiky
placed in the tomb an Friday evening before
the start of the Sabbath. The women had gone
home to abserve the Sabhbath: Early on the fist
day of the week, the women came with spices
and perfumes to anoint Jesws' body for proper
burial. On their way to the temb, the women
weondered who wauld roll the heavy stone from

AL i o e /)
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Church School Lesson

A TR o (e S o)

the enfrance so they could enter. They were
surprsed to find the stone aleady rolled asay
and Jesus' body was not there. God sent mes-
sengers, who explained that Jesus had rsen
fiom the dead.

April 27, 2044

Les=san Title: From Suffering to Glary
Lesson Serpture: |saiah S2:13-53; 12; luke
242527, 44580

Print: kaiah 53:5-8; Luke 2425.27, 44, 47
Tentative Devotional Songs: #21 [; 22; and
#2243

Hey %Yerses; "Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdam,
and strength, and honour, and glary, and bless-
ing" {(Revelation 5:12},

Applicdion: Beeause we are imperfect and
liwing in an impefect warld, suffering & bound
to happen. Just & the disciples were disap-

pointed when the suffering servant did not
rmateh their expectatiors for a victorious king,

we are often dieappeinted when God does not
reveal His plarms or arswel our prayes the way
wue expect

We gain new and deeper understandings in
this lesson as we learn how Jesus and the
Seriptures fulfilledthe disciple's needs.

The diEciples had followwed Jesus for three
vears and listened to Him teach, but they did
not understand because they had envisioned
Jdesus’ rale and purpese from human perspec
tves of royatty and poltical power, The disci-
ples had seen Jesus suffer, mistreated, and
killed lice a criminal. The disciples needed ma-
jor shifEs in their way of thinking in order to
move fomard and to understand Jeswus' mes-
sage, purpose, and ministry from heavenly per-
spectives.

This lesson proves aframewok for owvercoming
adwvers ity and finding hope in what may appear
to be hopeless circumstances by creating and
developing deeper undestandings about Je-
sus; by seeking to lkknow and understand rele-
vant prophecies from Genesis to B evelation; by
maintaining an angaing relationship with Jesus;
and by seeking to stengthen spirtual under-
standings through pesaonal study and with the
ald of godly teachers.

T2 TRUSTEE CORNER

What are the qualifications to be a Tnistes?
1. Minimum Gualificatidns
& Any member atleast eighteen (18)
vears of age or ovel,
B. Amemberingood and regular
standing at Stdohn AME Church
C.A member ofthe African Methodist
EpEcopal Church for na less than
twoe (2hyears and at leasts ix (5]
manths at 5t Jahn AWME Chureh.
Annually candidates for the Board of Trus-
tees are nominated by the Pastor and
glected by the church body toserve aterm
of one year.

The Pastor or minster ineharge isthe
chairperson of the Board of Trustees. The
Board of Trustess 5 amenableto the
Cuarterly Conference and shall make a
repartof all receipts aned expenditures to
thie eonference quarterky.

Trustees elected should number no less
than three (3 and no morethan nineteen
(129, Presently, 5t John AME has elected
the following ninetesn (183 Trustees forthis
conference year,

2014 Board ot Trustes Members
The Reverend Patrick Clayborn {2 hairperson)

Tommy Andeson
Bridget Floyd
Karl Gullatte
Erica Harhin
Jesze Jahnson
Carl Lewis
Randy Love
Thalia F. Lowe
Pearlean hdyand
Glenn Pippen
Claudinette Purifoy-Fears
Lula Richelle
Ewva Smith
Maeola Snelk- Peoples
Terry Speight
Eddie W hite head
Eill Williams
Les Williarms
Justin Yak
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Official Pubile Relations Announcement From the Office of
The 4° Episcopal Dustrict, African Methodist Episcopal Church
Bishop James L. Dovis, Fresiding Prelote

NEWS Mother Arelis B. Davis, Supervisor
UK

1040 19" Street. Nowth, Binningham, AL 35203

Office Phone: 205-325-449% [Fow: 205-326-4434)
Email: It #akishapdnaton anm 9™ Dlatriet Wabaita: waw nirthanae ory

Rekanedling Lternal Vision nspereag Vietery Kvorgpadene! BV LVE]

Excltement is Iin the alr! Hope to see YOU at these 9" District
Services. Please circle these dates on oll of your calendars.
Additionol details are on the woy! %

Mid-Winter Meeting, March 20-22, 2014

{Founder’s Day, Mid-Yeur & Ministers’ Troining)
Fairfield Civic Center, Fairfield, Alabama

PENTECOST EXPLOSION - June 8, 2014
(Alabama State University Stadium, Mantgomery, AlL)
Co-Sponsored by members of the 8" Episcopal District
AME Church, AME-Zion Church, and CME Church
SPECIAL CELEBRITY GUESTS

BISHOP PAUL MORTON AND CeCe WINANS

15—

Summer Meeting, July 21-24, 2014
(CEC and Minister's Training) Troy University; Troy, Aloboma

CEC: piase dwasship debotes, Thie movie, worksdiogs and semirzeg foe ol ages, Cherdon
Eebutorto/Wosters, an extre- speclal evert, spodiol guests, wuidoor oetivities, ond mare
Regiartratian 10 =cave e bdging, ford, artrosce Ta emnts, ead v maten akll Whirt o aeal!

Stay tuned for updates on the 9™ Episcopal District Vision:

Daniel Payne College Legacy Village
TRl EVERVONE SUOUT WHATEOD 7 P0G WY THE MINTH DI IRICT CrlBit—

£ Qilorrher Pt dunmaur oevaant D100 Fohrary
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PO TPOU

- Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins Home Depot's 2014
bl Retool Your School
" f \r It & time to vote for HBCU schoals in the Home Depot

‘2014 Retool Your School campue improvement grant
program. HBGU finalists are competing for 5250000 in
grant  for  on-campus imprevements., Go 1o
W retoo byours chool.com towvote.

N

REMEMEER OUR MILITARY

2ZLT Butler, Christopher P

ABE Joseph, Daisha

Fleage remem ber 5t John'om ltary Bmily mem bers by
sending camdsor Rte rem inders of home. NMost of all,
tean them i yowr daily prayers.

ff wou know of amy member of the 5t John family wha
has a loved one deployed overseas as well as those
stationed in the US, please contact any AMEN staff with
their name and address. You may alko e-mail the con
tact irformation fo sfohnameh@ aolcom.

o o e
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S1. John AME Church Mo kgt
229 Church Street U8 Pastage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Hurtsville, AL

{256) 534-6B28 Fax Fermit Na. 240

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

March 20-22, 2014 Mirth District M- Winter Mesting,
Fairfield Civc Center, Fairfield, Alabama

March 21, 2014 Pastor Claybom will preach a 12:30 pm on March 21st.

April 13 Padm Sunday
Church Anniversary, 8:00 am.and 10:50 a:m. Services

April 14-15 Holy Week Revival , 6:30 p.m. nightly

The Reserend Bankole Akinbinu, Revvalist
Aaril 17 Maundy Thursday Service, 6:30 p.m.
April 20 Resurredtion Sunday

00 @.m. Sunrise Service
29:00 a.m. Easter Program
10:80 a.m. Eagler Marning Warship Servce

June g, 2014 Fentecost 2014

That if you confess with your mowth, "lesus iz Lond ¥ and believe in your keart
that God radoed him from the dead | you will be saved . Romans 1009

INDNJG
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The women journeyto the tomb. Two disciples
lee. Jesus even journeys there to meet them.

Whenthe other apestles heard the'story of the
inthe tomb), the "words seemed to them an idl
Feter, an the ather hand, gets up and rurs to
clothes without the body of Jesus, He went

e

April 2014

Pastor's Message

Journey of Faith to Resurrection
Luke 2492

We have comete the climax of the Jeurney of Faith. How appropriate it & that the journey leads.
to Resurrection Sunday! The billical narratives around the resurrection of Ghristinvole journeys.

jourmney to Emmaus. The disciples journey to Galk

Yet, there & one journey that brings our journey of faith to light Peter's run to the tamb, What
maies Peter's runso powerful & that his run & juxtapesed to static posture of the other apostles.

wermen (of how they sawthat Jesus was no longer
& tale, and they did not beliewe them” (Luke 24:11),
the'tomb. He looks in the tomb and finds the linen
home and was amazed by what happened (Luke

29413, Allthose whao did notbelieve — all those with no-faith —stayed. Peter gets up and runs.

Faith will cause us to move when others are still:
Faith will ‘take us. to places where we have lost
hope in arderta reclaim it. Faith grows net in what
wesee but in what we cannot see. Peter cauld
not see the body of Jesus! Hi faith grew from
what he could net see and fram what he could not
find, He was AMATED!

Resurrection & an amazing morment. Amazement
i born in impossikility, The miracles of God and
the wondeérs of Gods power are so far above our
comprehersion that their manifestation shakes our
core. The resurrection of Jesus shook Peter to his
core, and he was amazed. All that he thought he
would never reach was within grasp. All that he
thought had died now lived. All that he felt had
z|ipped away was coming back, This i why he
was amazed. What was impossikle now became
possible —resumrection!

Faith ultimately leads us to resurrection. Just a i

| led Peter o an empty tomb, faith will lead w to

""'.- places and people that are empty of the disap-

poimment hopelessness, confusion, chaos, gos-
sip, envy, pride, shame, regret, pain, drama, op-
pression, abuse, weakness, and sorow. As the
tamb 5 empty, Peter's heat & filled —with amaze
ment:

i pimd Vil da plrige =)
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Pastor's Message

L il o wiRie )

hy hope s that your journey ef faith has breught you to e mpty tombs in yvour life —empty of band
af e, waste, generational curses, seffishness, greed, low sel- esteem, and addictions. W hile those
tombs are emptied, | pray that your hearts are filled with liberty, purpese, dieams, blessings, gen
grosity, love, companionship, selwarth, and joy. The purpese of owr Holkt Week Revival —with
our guest preagher the Reverend Barkaole Akinbind — i5 to point to the empty fomb that our
hearts may be filed with the presence of God, Cerainly, you will read mare about the revival in
next month's Esue. However, | have tosay that we were AMAZED at the preaching of the REew-
erend Akinbinu, We were akka blessed by e minigtries of the WVoices of Triumph, the Alabama
AEM Gospel Chair, and Jamel Strong. We were also honared by the presence of Pastor Cartton
Byrd (Oaowond SDA) and Pastor Gregory Bentley (Fellowship Presbyterian SEhureh}, Wors hip
was rich, and people were blessed. | just had to testify!

Please be sure to testify to how resurrection happened for youths Lert —in relationships, health,
talent, time, finances, emvironment, or community sutreach. There will be a testimony! Faith & the
gvidence of things not seen!l!! There will be seme lingn clethes —rags — Ieft behind that testify ta
our resurrection. There will be rags of the limitations others put on us; There will be rags of self-
destruchon. There will be rags of procrastination. There will be rags of low expectations. There
will be rags of destructive criticism. There will be rags of hate and rags of indifference. All that
atternpted te hold v back will be left in ourtombs. Their presence — their being left behind — will
testify to our resurrection,

The journey of faith will lead us horme, In amazement, Peter went home, Faith leads us to places
of nurture, cultivation, contemplation, empowerment; restoration, celebration, trust, warmth, zen
sitivity, and peace. As we celehrate the resurrection of the Saviar, be sure to let vour faith leacd
you home —tothe presence of God.

‘| Believe™ In Our Future
Daniel Payne College Legacy Village

Plans have been drawn, the

DANIEL PAYNE COLLEGE LEGACY VILLAGE PROJECT |=nd b= been cleared, con-

accepted, and corsfuction
has begun. The goal & for
the fist event te be held at
this site in 2015. Bihop Da-
vis and the Daniel Payne Cok
lege Legacy Vilage Board of
Tiustees stated in & letter ta
the District family, “We are
aking all Ninth District AME s

to BELIEVE with us and help us to do this mighty wark.”

Some St John members have shown their cormmitment to this project by eommiting to make a
manthly donation to the "I BELIEVE FUND." Members were ssked to makie a pledge of $10 per
manth {or ather amounts of their choice). Many have responded and the church continues fo
dccept new pledges and donatiors. If you have made your pledge, please rememberto hona
vour pledge each month. Ifyou have not made a pledge, prayverfully consider making your com-
mitrnent to the "| BELUEWE FUNDE." All checks must be payable to Daniel Payne College Legaicy
Village or DPCLY.

Thank you, St John, for BELIEWIN .




=t. JohnAMEN April 2014 Fage 3

Pastor Clayborn Preaches at Mid-Winter Meeting

The Minth Epscopal District of the AME Church, where Bishop James Leverd Davie & the presid
ing prelate, held i® Midwinter Meeting at the F airfield Convertion Center in Faidfisld, Alabarma,
hMarch 20-22, 2014, The conference was a combination ef Founder's Day and Mid-year convoeza-
tign.

The first day of the conference corsisted of brea-out sessions and repons forthe ministers and
various components of the Ninth Dstrict. South Birmingham Huntsville Bessermer Presiding EF
der, the Reverend Olwer O, Allen, Jr., delvered a powerful message on Thursday evening that
was referenced throughout the remainder of the conference. There were other sutstanding
presentations and sermens during the conference,

The highlight for St. Johnwas the Friday mid- day message, delivered by Pastar Patrick Clayborn.
Chwer wenty members of St. John were presentto offersupport and prayers along with countless
ather members in Huntsville whe were praying for their pastor.

Pastor Claybarn began with a seul-stiring salo, "Great 1s Thy Faithfulness,” that set the tone for
the message. The sermon was entitled "The Right R elationship,” with texts from Genesis <H:3-7
and Like 15:15-17a. He began by posing the question "What was wrong with Cain's relationship
that caused his offering 1o be rejected™ He further stated that even if God accepts the offering,
there & room far improvement,

He explained how the parable of the prodigal son helps ane tosee the line of demarcation. Alt
hough decisions are rejected, God is notrejecting the person, buttheir choices.

Fastor Clayborn continued with more parallels of the prodigal son and ene’s right relationship
with God. Persons must come o that "moment’ when they come fo themseles, as the prodigal
son did, and admit the relationship & broken. They must accept justice in order to receve for
giveness and merey. They must take the step of faith a the prodigal son did when he gotup and
went to his father. The father saw him from afar and ranto meet him. Lkewk e, when persons
taie the step offaith, God will cateh them with grage, peace, and hope,

The preacher concluded the message with the response that persoms whose relationships hawve
been made right, even though it was not deserved, should give. The parable of the lepers wha
were healed when Jesus told them to go show themsebees to the priest and the one who returned
to say "thank you' shows how o respond. The senmen was follewed by much prace and appar
enthy an indicator that those whe heard the preached ward had a right relatiorship with God and
they gave Him tharks.

Other sermare and meditations during: the Mid-Winter meeting inelude the Friday evening mes-
sage by Bishop Samuel Green, ofthe 13" Episcopal District and the closing me ditation on Satur-
day by the Reverend Elijah Shofar, pastar of St Paul, Troy,

Cither business conducted included an update from the Danizl Payne Legacy Willage Board of
Trustees and an appealfor donatiors. The Pentecost Committee presented a wideo on the up
coming 2074 Pentecost Explosion.
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April 20, 2014
tlon Sunday

_..' : ’. 00 am Sunrise Service
i ~ 2% mé' am Bi'Eﬂkfﬂﬁt
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St. John Participates in 2014 Habitat Build

- i | ks Below iz the schedule for waik days for this year' s Hakitat for Humanity Spring Build. 5t John &

The Hunter Family parinering with 5t Mattheww, United Church of Huntsville, Aldersgate United Methodist, First Pres-
Heme byterian , The Chureh of the Mativity, and First Christian Church.
Hﬂ':-llllil o Al
*::E Fersons interested insemving on the ministry should report to the work site on the scheduled

e dates and times.

L. Chursk
i igain Hussame Camirh

L]

e SCHEDULE FOR 2014 HABITAT HOUSE

2506 Small Brook Circe

DATE
April1,3,8

April2,10,12
April 15,197,189

April 22,2428

April 26, May 1,3

May B.8,10

May 13,1517

May 20,22,24

May 27,29,31

June 357

June 10,1214

June 17, 18, 21

DAY
Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat
Tues, Thurs, Sa

Tues, Thurs, Sa

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

Tues, Thurs, Sat

around noan.

ACTMITY
Clean and level crawl space, start floor system

Finish floar system, build wallks inwarehouse
Erectwale and russes.

Apply sheathing to walls, deck roof, install windows,
ext. doors, hurricane clips, and deadwood

Install porch beams, barge ratters, facia, attic
access, electrical rough-in, { plumbing, HWVAS rough-
in by others}

Install wall insul ation, start vinyl s.idlng. (sheetroch
by sub)

FPairt walks, continue vinyl siding, install shutters

Gleanfloors and windowes, irstall vinyl file,
lands cape

Install and paint interior doors and Trim, install
cabinets, plumbing and electrical fetures

Install glos et hardware, wind o blingds, bathroom
ACCESSOTiES

Goatch up work, touchup paint, clean and wax floors

Work punch list, DEDICATION CEREMONY

Regular working hours are from 800 AM 1o 3:00 P, with @ break for lunch

Lunches are provided on Saturdays only. Bring carpentry tools, a utility
knife, ploves if yau have them. 8. Jobn will prosdde lurch on May 24k,

St. Johr AMEC will came together and mest at the site on Saurdays,
May 3, 24, and 31, under the leadership of Sigter Tami MeGhes and
Brother Eddie Whitehead.
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Soup Kitchen Corner

EASTER HOSPITALITY

"For God se loved the world, that he gave his
arly begotten son that whoever belieweth in
him, should not perish, but have everlasting
life! Jahn 3:16.

We praise God for the recognition that the
Soup Kitchen Minstry, a part of the Kitchen
Ministry of St. John, received from WHHNT-
Channel 18 TW Maws in their PAY IT FOR-
WARD segment that aired an March 31, 2014,
(hitp b nt. comZ20 140023 15 john-a-me e
church-providing-soup-and-comp asion’)

The church received the 'Pay It Fomard' gift of
21000 to supportthe wolk of compassionate
gare in feeding the hungry in the Huntswville
community. Wha a generousblessing!

Fs we approach the blessed Easterseason we
know the greatest gift: of all came in Christ.
Jdesus came to feed us and give us all we
need; eur mission & to show the same hospi
tality ta others,

Each day we can be thankful for hospitable
ackls of others: donatiors, time, sharing soup,
et A5 aresporse to God's love cormingto us
through them, we can look for ways to show
"hospitality and welcame” to each one we en
counter in our "soup kitchen",

T

LA
N
Newsletter

Ministry Assessment

The AMEN Staff will be conducting an assess-
mert of the nessletter minktry. The survey

will be e-mailed to pesons on the St.John e-

rmail list andfor the AMEMN e-mail list Please
respond ta this short survey as soon & possi
ble after itis received.,

Thank you for yvour support of ths ministry for
over seventeen years.

Women's Ministry Tidbit

AN EASTER PRAYER
3 God of Ea:_tE:r.

God of resurrection power,
Bring heavenly life to our
earthbound souls;
Thow, whao didst call Lazarus forth
from his tomb.
Call us farth from dead works,
and et our hears be aglow
with immartal glory and power.
Call us aut of the tomb of hollow prefession.
of cold creeds, and wordy ritual.

And let Thy life abundant permeate and
saturate sur stagnant soulks,
Bringing jovwhere there s heaviness of heart
Bring peace where there 5 confusion;
Bring lowe where there & bitterness ;
And may we henceforth live in
the glariows gles of The Life
wihich that first Easter poured
forth upon a world of darkness,

And may we akways be mindful of the
source of this [fe-giving power.
Andeame te Theeregularly to be refilled,

Imthe Saviors name. Amen

- Author Unknown
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Remembering Aunt Ada rmnm‘ CORNER
Some gilad woming when this #fe iz owver |
Tuahme::;ggdah“:g:ﬂmﬁafmum, What are the
W Aranay,

Early an Saturday morming,
Mareh 15, 2014, Aunt Ada
“flew away” to be with the
Lord. St:dohn praises God
for the wonderful 88 years
that God allowed Mrs. Ada
Haris Howston  (Aunt
Ada") to live and serve in
the Huntswille community,
and faithfully zerve at 5t
N Jdehn for aver 7O years. In
| her latter years, M. How
ston had no Iving Liologe
cal relatives; however, she
claimed the entire member-
ship of St Jahn as her
famity.  The: congregation
responded and claimed her a= Aunt-4da. She
served faithfully as a Trustee, isher (president
for many years), member of the Pastors Aid
Board (former president), food service, and in
mary other ministries of the ehure h.

Aunrt Adawas blessed with a gift of selling and
recidiing. She excelled in her career as an
imsurance agent for Atlanta Life Insurance and
el those skills to lead mamy fund raising en
deavers at St John.  Aunt Ada had “leng
arres:’ She could reach out to every member,
in herspecial way, to encourage them fo serve
the church, When Aunt Ada ask ed members to
purchase rolk, cakes, ADC fideets, NAACP
membership, ete, the arswer was 'yes
ma'am". She net enby recruited members to

serve and give, butwas the first to give and to
ask "What can | de?

fidrs. Houstor's serdice extended beyond the
walls af 5. John, She was known throughout
the community for her wods with the NAACP
and ADC. She had a wall of plagues in her
famity room where many of her awards were

Responsibilities of Trustees?

Duties of Tnetees { AVE Disciplne 2092,
pg. B5)

1. The Tmstess shall manage all the
temporal concerns of the church not
othenwise provided for and shall have
atreasurer elected by the Board.

2. They shall guard for the Sonnection all
real estate, churches, parsonages,
schook and any other property ob-
tained by the |lecal ehurch.

3. Theyshallmak e improvements uparn the
property or real estate when awthor-

zed to do s0 by majority of the legal
members of the church.

4. They shall secure, by purchase ar hire,
a house far the pastor's family and
alko comfortably furnish ‘it. In ligw of
this. arrangement; the pastor may be
given a housing allovance,

5. They shall pay the meving expense of
the pastor and family from their previ

ous assignment.

MNever Miss

Another Meeting
or Rehearsal

Did you know that your GHURCGH BULLETIN
comairs a Wweekly calendar of the upcoming
meetings and evenk, a calendar of members'
bithdays and anniversaries, plus so much
more! Please KEEP AWML USE THIS WALLA-
BLE RESOURCE! )

displayed. Many were blessed by their vieit to
her heme and were encouraged to serve faih
fully because of her witness,

Pastor Clayborn centered Aunt Ada's eulogy
on her bhaking skils as he labeled her "The
Cake Lady" and made contrasts and likeness-

gs tothe widow in 2 Kings 17 who made cakes
A ol our ke N

~The Cffice Staff
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Remembering Aunt Ada

L rarakraipa’ st pkge T

for Elijah, her sl:nn and herseff, She baked
caies, rolls, and meak for her church, friends,
and anyone in need from "Ada's Kitchen'.
Ewven in her 80 she prepared meals on Mew
Years Day to sendto the s ick and shut-in and
those in need.

5t John cannot remember Aunt Ada with out
taking about her hats: She was "The Hat La
dy of 5t John" Ewery Sunday she was
dressed ‘in matching hat  sut,  puse,
shoes, As Aunt Ada read the book Cowns,
she noted, righffully 50, thatshe could Telate
to each of the ladies inthe book.

St John, celebrate the life of Aunt Ada by
serving God and community in a way that
would make Aunt Ada proud. Remember to
have: the spirit of love that she had as she
ended comversations and signed cards |, "Love
Ta"

Online Giving Is Easy

1, Use your PayPal accountto send directhy
tw S5t John at  e-mail  address
sfichnamehi@aolcom. Transfer from yaur
barking accourt and specifty donatef
friends and family. THIS |S. THE PRE
FERRED METHOD OF ONLINE GIWANG.

fed

Slmprgr go to thE Et Jdohn AMEC website
gohnaEme-ha | then clidk an
I:InllnE Eiwmg Fullnu'l TJ1& imstructions

MNew Clothes, New Life

By Paulette Bargon

Easter has abways been rmy favarite holiday,
When my siter and | were children we each
recefved twa new dresses, Jine dress would be
for church and the ather dress for after church. |
loved the shiny new Mary Jane shoes. On Sat
urday we went to Mrs, Wheeler's to.get our hair
pressed and curled, Shirley Termple style,

On Easter Sunday, we did nat go to children’s
church, instead all the kids went to the adult
church, We would each stand and reeite the
sorfipture that was given to sach of us to memo-
rze. Then we would sll parade around the
churchtoshow off our new clothes . After chureh
we-got our Easter bashets.

| kind afh new what Easter was all about; Jesus
digd onthe cross because people were bad and
Jesus’ dad brought Him badk to life. And new
clothes.

A5 | got older, | 1ealzed that Easter was not
about new clothes, it was about the resurrecton
of Jesus Christ. On Friday, He died for our sins.
Early an Sunday morning when Mary WMapgda
leng and hary went t© Jesus tomb, a wviolent
earthquake had occurred hecause an angel of
the Lord came down from heaven and rolled the
stone aside anmd zat on' it The ange| spoke ta
them, "Dontbe afraid! he said. '| know you are
looking far Jeswus who was crueified, He En't
here.: He has been rased from the dead.” Mat
thew 28:1-5.

D eath i= not the end, Rather, it & the beginning
ag God intended. esusis dive! He lives for us,
He will continuowsly be alive in aur hearts. | will
always believe that,

Summer Retreats Planned

The Waomen's Refreat & setfor June 20 - dine 21, 2014, Reservations may be made to the
Marrigt Shoak Hetel and Spain Flarence, Alabama by calling 1-B00-523-6450. D counted rates
from the hotelwill be 129 per night. There are ako reduced room rates available-through AEA or

the retirement system for teachers andfor government woikers.

The cutoff date for these re

duced rates & May 20, 2014 The retreat registation fee & 570 (this includes all meak), Your
participation = needed to make this retreat a success! We look forward ta seeing you there!

The Sors o Allenwill hald its Arnual Men's Retreat July 11-12, 2094 in Guntesville, Alabama,
Flease contact Brother Theodore Tyson, Brother Carl Leais, o Brother Justin L. Yok for more
information abhoutths year's retreat. Please B 5WP (whether you will stay overnight or not with

the Sons of Allen by June 10, 2014

Please letJustin Yok, S04 Secretary, know if you have any guestions or need anything fur-

ther, “ou may ako contactthe church office.
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First Church Visits on Fifth Sunday

By Bridget J. Floyd

On Sunday, March 30th, 5t. John was
blessedwith a guest choir &t the 10 a.m,
(combined) worship service, The |nspi
rational C hoir of First Seventh-Day Ad-
ventiet Church (First Chureh), directed
o by Wi Cleveland Wilson, lived up te its
name with melodious and moving selec
tions throughout the service. They set
the tome & congregants entered the
church to the beautiful sounds of songs
which faciltated contemplation and med-
itation. The guality as wiell as the selec
tions chosen provided the quintessential
exparience in musical worship.

1& When combined with Pastor Claybom's
L sermon entitled, * The Battle for Healing”,
1 fram his "Jowmey of Faith " series, it was
a most outstanding worship experience,
The scriphiral reading was Matthew 150 21-28 and Luke 183543 with emphasis on vese 22
from Matthew and verse 37 flrom Luke for the sermon, Pastor Claybern emphaszed "heing a
good steward ower aur health”, Moling that ene's body & the temple of the Hobe Spirit, the em-
phasis was on physical, emotional, and spiritual health, Some ways of doing this were highlight-
ed, including having reciprocal relaticrships (not all giving or receiving) which should be natural
of d good fit, rather than forced. Maintaining a healthy spirit irvolves focusing en choices made
inside and outside of the church setting (there should be corsistency in behaviorchoices). Sens-
ing ethers can be rewarding and ewven if tiring at times, Pastor Slaybom noted the dfference be-
taeen "good tired’ and "bad tired', He indicated that "God gave us health... it & our duty to take
care of i, understanding that one sannot avoid illness totally.

Br. Clayborn refened to the reactions of the persons healed in the scriptural references and en-
couraged those listening to emulate them. In both irstances the man and woeman began shauting
inrespors e ta healing. So, the fist step B to "Break the Slence”, Heindicated the man and
woman were anare that healing was available and did not suffer in silence, Giving praise and
thanks once the healing occurs, leads to the second suggestion, "Heep breglong te sience,
That &, "Leep believwing, serving, going to therapy, geting treated, praving, prasing”’. The third
suggestion was "Get Closerto Jesus”, In the text, the woman knelt befareworshipped Jesus,
FPastar Clavhorn emphasized that the relationship with Jesus & more important than whether ar
not healing occurs ar prayers are answered ('yes"), That B, "when you don't get what you ask
far, you get what you need,. the will of God & your ' It may nat.come inthe way ar the time
that one asked or expected.

The wership in song, lturgical dance, and sermon were spiritually intermingled in 3 way that
could anly inspire and offer hope for a elationship
with God, a well & connecting with those on
garth in a way that will promote spirtual health a
wiel a physical and emotional health for God's
tample,

It & hoped that "First G hurch” will vsit St John
again, 5t Jehn & appreciative ef having the di |
tecting talents of M. Wikon with 5. Jehn's Gos-
pel Choir. The congregation responded to the
vigiting choir with such enthusiasm and apprecia-
tion as the name “Inspirational Choir” truly fit
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FAQs for Pentecost

Wha?: ‘24,000 persons from the AME, ANEE, and CME churches and framthrough
out the cormmunity,

Wha % Pertecost Explosion 2014
Bishop Paul 5. Morton will be the guest preacher. Bisho p Martan is currently
Senior pastor of Changing & Generation Full Gaspel Baptet Church and Co-P astor
af Greater 5t Stephen Full Gospel Baptist Church, He & ako arecording artist,
author and the founding and presiding bishop of the Full Gospel Baptist Church
F ellowes hip,

Earnest Pugh will be the guestartist, Mr.Pugh is knownforselections sueh
as "Rain en Us," " The Great] Am," and " Meed Your Glory”

WHERE?: Alabarma State University, Montgomery, Alabama
WHENT?: Sunday,Juned, 2014, 2:00 p.m.
St John worship will be held an Friday, June £,
Sign up owuwtside of the main office or 2- mail the church atstjghnameh{@aol. com. Two coach
bhuses have been chartered to trarsport 5t. John membes to Montgome ry.

Theticket price & £50.00, Please contactthe church office i yvou need mare information.

“ou may purchase your ticket from Stewards outside the main office each Sunday or by con-
tacting the church office.

Wolunteers are needed for Kids Zone, Choir, D ancers, Ushers (Sons of &llen), and greeters
{Kainonias),

Choir rehearsals— May 2 at 3:00 pm, May 15, 8:30-8:30, May 17 at 2:00 pm, May 31 at Mt
Zion AME Zion Mantgomery and A5U stadium anJuneg 7,

Everyone s asked to wearred, Please contact Medra MeDaniel for availability of Minth District
shirts,

The Spirtual Preparation plan & outlined on page 12, Plesse pray for the Lord to bless in a
mig hty way,

Wisit the Mint District website at ninthamec.org to stay on currentinfarmation aboutthe Pente
cost Explosion.

L ONVERFFLCOOWY”
j",..-'-'—_' -._.__. g . ¥
v
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Preparing Spiritually for Pentecost 2014

A Spirtual Preparation Guide has hesn prepared to be used Iy churchesin

¢ oofthe Ninth District during this sk-week period from Monday, April 21 until

saturday, June 7. A summary of that information is provided below. The full

m&ujlgUidE is available on the Ninth District website, ninthamec. org

The theme for Pentecost 2014 is, "Overflow: Catch the Fire™ taken from John
7:31-39 (MCVY) and Acts 2:46-47 (AMP), As part of the spiritual preparation for
Fentecaost, memberswho are physically and medically akle are asked to join in
a 3meal per day Daniel Fast from April 21-May 28. The fast will consist of
eating only vegetables and fruits, and drinking only water and 100% pure fruit!
vegetable Juices Please check with your physician prior to beginning this fast.
By utilizing the theme, the following prayer themes and scriptures are suggest-
ed.

Week of April 20, 2014: Pray for Bishops Davis, Proctor, and Snorton
John 7:31-32, John 712

Week of April 27, 2014: Pray for Special Guest Bishaop Martan,
Earnest Fugh and Dr. Daniel Cason

John 7:33-34

Week of May 4, 2014: Pray for Alabama State Lniversity.
John 7:35-36

Week of May 11, 2014 Pray for the community surrounding Alabama State
LInversity
John 737

Week of May 18, 2014: FPray for the Evangelism Committee, the un-

churched, and all AME's, AME Zion's and CME's
participating in Pentecost 201 4.

John 7:37-38, also reference Gen. 1°2 6:3; Job
2613 334, Ps. 51111397, BEzk. 3:24, 27 Hag.
2.5

From May 29-June 4, daily prayers will be offered. A prayer line has been a5
tablished for 7:00 a.m. daily prayer. Call in & 712-432-1212, Access Code!
332722131#. For those who are physically and medically alile, are to join in a

B

meal per day Daniel Fast. The meal should consist of anly vegetables and

fruits, and drinking only water and 100% pure fruit'vegetable juices.

The suggested Bible readings and fasting infarmation far the remainder of the
preparation period will be printed in next month's issus of the AMERN.
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Managing Your Elood FPressure
By Rosmmary Wiklls

About 85 million American adults (nearky 1 in 3) have high blood pressure: Many peo
ple have high blood pressure, ako called hyperension, for vears without knowing:
Most of the time, there are no symptoms, but when high bloed pressure goes untreat
ed, it damages arteries and vital organs throughout the body. Having no symptoms,
high blaod pressure & often called the "silentkiller.”

High blood pressure develops over many years, and it eventually affects nearly every
one, Fortunatel, high blood pressure can he sasily detected. And once you know you
hawve high blood pressure, you can woark with your doctor ta keep it under contral.

There are two types of lypertension:
Frimary [essential ) hypertension, For most adults, there is no identifiable cause
af high blood pressure. This type of ypertension tends o develop gradually over many
WEAIS,

Secondary hypertension. Some people have high blood pressure caused by an
underlying eonditidn. This type of hypertension tends to appear suddenly and cawuse
higher blaod pressure than does primary hypertension.

Blood pressure 5 determined by the amount of blood your heart pumps and the amount of re
sigtance to blood flowyin ywour arteries. The more blood your heart purnpes and the narower your
arteries, the khigher vour blood press ure,

The higher the pressure and the longer it goes uncontrolled, the greater the damage. Uncore
trolled hypertension can lead to)

&  HMherosclerosis or hardening and thickening of the arteries which can lead to heart
attack orstrob e

= Aneurysm, which s aweakening and bulging of blood vessels. If an ansurysm rup
tures, it can be life threatening.

s Heart failure. In order to pump blood against the higher pressure in your yvesseks,
wour heart muscle thidiens. Bventually the thickened muscle may have a hard time
pumping encugh blood te mestyour body's need, which can lead to heart failure.

& ‘Weaiened and narrow blood vessek in your kidneys, Thie ean prevent these ar-
gars fram functioning narmally.

# Thickened, narrowed or torn blood vessel in the eyes. This can result in vision
loss.

® |ldetabolic syndrome. This syndrome 5 a cluster of dsorders of your body's metabo
lism—including increased waist circumference, high trighycerides, low high-dersity
lipoprotein (HOL), or "good," cholesterol, and high insulin levels. [fyou have hyper-
tension, you're mare likely to have other components of metabolic syndrome. The
more components yvou have, the greater your 1isk of developing diabetes, heart dis-
gase of stroke,

o  Trouble with memory o understanding. Uncontralled hypertension may ako affect
your ability to think, remember and learn. Trouble with memary a1 undestanding
concepts is more common in peoplewho have hypertension.

Blood pressure & typically recorded as twe numbers, the tap number (systolic) which
iz ako the higher ofthe twe numbers, measures the pressure inthe ateries when the
heart beats (when the heat muscle contracts). The bottom number { diastolic), which
iz ako the lower of the o numbers, measure the pressure in the arteries between
heart beat (whenthe heartmuscle & resting betveen beas and refilling with blood),

The American Heart Association's regommendation for nermal bload pressure & sys-
tolic less than 120 and diastolic less than 80.

ST el o e A7)
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2014

This manth's reviesns were writen by Kenneth
Parharm.

hay 4, 2094

Lesson Title: Mctory over Temptation
Lesson Seripture: Dewteronomy 6:13-16;, B3,
Fsalm&1:11-12; Matthew 4411

Print: Deuteronomy &:13-16; Matthes 4411
CDevotional Songs: #355[], #272 ||, and #243 ]

Hey Verse: "t is written, Man shall net lve by
bhread alone, but by every waoard that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Mattew

4.

Application: To show that when we are
tempted and tested, we need to fellow Jesus'
example-and rely on God andthe Bible.

In this text, Satan's envious spirit attadeed all
things made perfect by God. Zeveral biblical
examples to note that support this statement
followe.  In Genesis, after creating man and
Gods declaration that all & "very geod,” Satan
el up and successfully tempited Adam and
Eve into sinning. Mext, we encourter in the
book of 2 Samuel, atter God has described
David as a man after God's own heart, apain
right away Satan goes after David by expesing
David a5 a mere man with desires -of the flesh.
Satan's attack ako came in the Book of Job
where Job was deseribed & a perfect and
fighteous - man, Satan set out, through Job's
wife, to tempt Job by indicating to Job that he
should cuse God and die during his period of
tibulation. And finally, in this lezson, after
Gads declaration from heaven that Jesus iz
His "beloved son and thatHe B most pleased,
Satansetoutto bring Jesus doan & his level

The ieviewers take away from this lesson i
that Satan undestands the poser of Jesus
{even in Jesus' wealiened condition) and Sa-
tan wanted to see f he could do battle with
Jesus (b tempting Jesus with nourshment,
seripture, show of power and riches) to see if
he (Satan) could get Jesus to pledpge loyalty to
Satan thereby breaking the redemptve bond
between God and Son (mankind), The lessaon
Indicates that Jesus was victorious and Satan
departed.

May 11, 2014

Lesson Title: Jesus' Mission on Earth
Lesson Scripture: Lewviticus 258-55;
E1:1-2; Luke 1421

Isaiah

Frint Luke 4:14-21

Devotional Songs: #M12[; #251]); and #243[)
Hey “erse: "He hegan to say untothem, This
day & this scripture fulfilzd in wour ears” (Lulke
4213,

Application: Te show that since Jesus
clearly identified His mission as |srael's hMessi
ah, we are responsible for the way we respond
ta Him.

Upon reflecting on this lesson, one sees that
Jesus wentstraight to the peint of His mizsion
on earth. Jezus knew and understood His role
tospread the Good News, to proclaim freedom
to the captives, to restore sight to the klind, ta
restare hearing to the death, te heal the sick —
to be @ servant to markind.

The reviewsr & reminded of the seripture
where Moses encounisred God at the burning
bush and loses asked Godwhoshould h=say
sent himto the peaple of Brael Godrespond
ed that He should tell the people of Israel that |
arm that | am"” hae sent Moses. The reviewei
alsa reflects upon the name and & reminded
that "l am that | am” interpiet the name as
meaning completeness, In mathematical legic
ithe law of equaliy), | am squals | am,. Using
math lopic, this name would indicate that God
= anything and everything that a persan would
need bhoth spirtually and physically, Therefore,
Jesus jdentifying His mission on earth. only
makes manifest of God's words by putting then
inte action throeugh a human form, Jesus, indi-
cating that the scriptures have been fulfilled.

May 18, 2014

Lesson Title; Jesus' Teaching on the Laws
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17; Isaiah
28:13-14; Matthewy 5:17-482; 15:1-20

Frint Matthew 15:1-11, 1820

Tentative Dewvotional Songs, #£255[; #258 [,
and #2343 []

Key Yerse: "This people draweth nigh unto me
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their
lips; buttheir heart & far from me, Butin wain
they de warship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men" (Mathews 15:8-87,

Application: To shaw that we need to know,
understand, and apply the Bikle to our lives
abowve any other writing or teaching.

& vipbmarenl! v a3 )
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Church School Lesson

A TR o (e S A

The guestion of abserving the Law or doing
Gods wak has always been a controversial
topic hetuesn the Jews versws Jews andor
Jews versus Gentiles during the Meas Testa-
ment hiblical era, Today's lesson sies an ex-
ample Wwhere Jesws was being ezamined by
Jewish's clergy owver the washing of hands  be-
fore eating. Jesus turned the table and asked
the Jewish clemgy why they were allowed tx
lreah the egmmandment In srder to kesp tra-
dition.

Jdesus furthered the diEcussion by Indicating
that Jewwieh scripture alzo implies that obsers
ing tradition makes ane a hypocrite meaning
thiat the anzs follewing tradition are anly giving
lip semvice o the Lord, -He centinued tzaching
to the cromd and HE disciples thatthe mere act
of notwashing before eating does not defils the
body, It more what B fermenting inthe heart
and cames out with the tongue that defiles He
gave notewworthy human trats of murder, adub
tery, fornieation, theft, and fake withessing as
same typical examples

hay 25, 2014

Lesson Title: The Greaest Command ment
Lesson Seripture; Leviticus 1218, Deuterons-
my 8:1-8; Mark 12:22-34

Print: Wark 1228-34

Tentative Devotional Songs; #3413 [0 77, and
#2943 ]

ey Yerses: "Thou shalt love the Lerd thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this 5 the
first commandment, And the zecond k& |ke,
namehly this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thys el (Mank 12:30-31).

Application: Toshew that we should accept-

theteaching of the Bible with the same authork
ty and reverence givento ithy Jesis,

In the epinion of the reviewer, this lesson dis-
cusses the true essence of why God set aut to
create mankind in He own image and likkeness.
The  fist great commandant that has heen

passed fram generation to generation indicated
that people are to lave Gaod with all their heart,

soul and mind. They are to constanty. give
praise to God, acknowledging HE greatness
and te whom they belang.

If they canm do this while lowving thei brothers,

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: 19 April 14

10:00 A — 1130 A M,
Redeem ing Wakis, Vanessa Dave Griggs,
2011

‘May 2014

April 2014

Dizcussion Datel 17 May 14°
1_n_;|:n AM —-11304 M

Spesk to My Heart, Stacy Hawkine Adams,
2008

Gerana Jasper & successful, sassy, and
saved, Her life & going great. Her professional
advertising career has hit the fast track, her
future |acks pramising, and her mother could
Mibe moare proud,

But then WMama shares & devastating secret
that changes Serena's 1ite. Feeling Ike her
whale identty & in :p.lzstuzﬂJ Serena decides
she needs a break from everything and everg

‘ane. From Mama And fram God.

Throwing herself into her budding career and
her new friendship with a handsome seminary
studént named Micah, Serena discevers she
can no Innﬂger avoid God's volee or mama's
secret, Tan she come to terme with her maoth-
m‘: j:ﬂt lret ra[iﬂ:mhlps andthe One who
was abways spedding to her heart;- BVENWhEN
she wasrt [stening? Or & it toe late to make

-amendsT

Awuke, mysoul and sing
Of Him who died for thee,

Andhail Himas the matchi

Through all eternity,

- Matthew Bridges and Godfrey Thiing

Church School Lesson

the s econd greatest commandment then they
would have came full eirele within the divine
lawe of pure lowe
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St. John Welcomes
New Musician

ROBERTO L BURTOM |oined the
St Jdohn musle depatment as l=ad
midsician in April,. Wr Burton has a
long music career In the ety of
Huitsville, He &= a graduste of
Crdiwood Universiy with & Bachelat
af &rts degrees in Pians Perdormance
o and 5 scheduled fo complete a
Masters of Education in K-12 Yacall
Choral & Instrume ntal Musie Educa-
tion in Juby 2004 from Alabama A8
Univetsity. He has served & musi-
clan for seyveral logal ehurches

fr. Burton i & producer, enginesr, and music
director ‘who has wodced with Dr. Wintley
Phipps, Asaf Mexander Ward, Paster Jimane
Mekan, John Stoddad, Burt Carr & The kurl
Carr Gingers, John P, kee, Take &, Men Of
Standard, Barin Atwater & Soulful Symphony,
Fatti Labellz, Commited, and A Spesial
Blend. He production compamy has waon two
Stellar Awards. Hi publEhing cemparny,
Soubed Musie Publehing BRI, & in s 154
year of existence

Managing Blood Pressure

o i e AL
i your blood pressure & higher than narmal,
vour doctor may take several readings ower
fime andfor have you monitor your bBlood pres-
sure at horme before heginning a treatment pro-
gram, such as Ifestyle changes and preserip-
fion medication. Lifestyle shanges may include:
s Eating heatthy foods
o Decreasingthesalt intake in your
diet
Maintaining a healthy weight
Increasing physical activity
Limiting alcohol
Cluit s mak ing
Managing stress

High blood pressure & nota problem that vou
can treatand then ignore. Itis a condition yau
reed to manage for the rest afyour life.

Even i your blood pressure B normal, you
should consider making lifestyle modifications
ta "prevent” the development of high blood
pressure and improve your heath!

Go Green

Get invalved with Earth Dayl

Every veai on April:
140 ritries tak

Loover abillion peoplain
i for Earth Day. Earth

Coay 2014 will 1 an- the unigue =mvlron-

mental challenges of our-time. It Wil =

do thatthrough s glebal theme: Green Cities

Find aut how yeur oty will olserse the special
day and getin d|

REMEMEER OUR MILITARY

2LT Butler, Christopher P,
TF Ceasar ITF Guardian
AP0, AEDE3ES

ABE Joseph, Dasha
230 Chevalier Field Ave,
BKE Gearge Washington

Pensacaola, F L32508-5151

Flease rememnber Bt Jokn 'z milkary family

| mem berz by sending carde or fitte rem inders of

home. Hespthem in your daily prayers.

If wou know of any member of the St Jahn fami
Iy who has a loved ene deployed oveseas ==
well as these stationed inthe US, please contact
any AMEN staff with their name and address.
“ou may alko e mail the contact information to
stjphnameh@aol.com.
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POTPOURRI

About St. John Members

Me. Barbara Johnson and Col, (Ret.) James 0. Hey-
ward were honored at the Annual Alabama Deme-
cratic Cormference Membership Breakfast on March 22,
014,

Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins

hs. Jahnson received the Education Award for intiating
a < year patnership between Butler High Schoals 9th
Grade Academy and Alabama A& University, known as
The Hill Praject Class af 2014,

Caol (Ret) Heyvward was the recipient of the Perry O.
Ward, Community Service Swvard for his exceptional
wark with the Boy Scouts af Narth Alabama.

Congraulaions Ms, Johnson and Col, Heyward !

!. -

Larene Jones.

Hell Hzrr!a.

rour-sick and shii-in.

e

htaral Gullatte, pictured with Hurtstille hayor Tommy Battle,

Mariah Gullatte was named the April 2074 Star 887
CAFY YWoung Citen and received the anvard atthe be-
ginning of the Hurtswville City © euncil meeting en Thurs-
day, April 10, 2014, at & p.m. Mariah, who was nominat
et i n e @ ed by St John member Barbara Johmsen, 5 a junior at
Sparkman High School. Mariah & the daughter of Karl
and Danna Gullatte and sister of Josiah. Read the full
article on Marlah"at bitpihlog al canyfresl mg 2200 1400

oaf ing citeen gapil 20149 html

Congraulaions Mariah!
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St. Johin AME Church Nor profi

229 Church Street U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Hurtsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Agril 17 Maundy Thursday Service, 530 p.m.

April 18 Good Friday Servce, 12:00 p.m.,
St. Philip AME, Slarta, Georgia, The Beverend William D W atey, Pastar
Pastor Clayborn, preaching

April 20 Resurrection Surday
00 a.m. Sunrise Servics
S:00a.m. Easter Program
10:50 a.m. Easter Morning Worship Ssrvice

June &, 2014 Ewvening Worship & 5t John
Jum= 8, 2014 Pentecost 20114
durme 20-21, 2014 Wamen's Rereat

The Reverend Agnes Lover, Guest Preacher and Worlkshop Facilitatar
The Reverend Sherd Shipman, Guest Wolkshop Facilitator

July 11-12, 2014 Men's Retred
July 21-24, 2014 Minth Digrict CEC and Minister's Traning & Troy Uniwersity

Thatif you condess with your mowh, “esus is Lo ¥ and belreve in yourkeant
INDNJG that God raised hin from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 109
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Pastor's Message

The Maothering Spirit
dohn 18:25-27

This month we celebrate Mothers, and it 5 onbye right that we do so. Mothers sacrifice body,
heart, mind, spirit; money, time, energy, opparunities, quiet, enjoyment, simple pleasures, and
strength to leve and care for their families —in particular, for their children, They do this in so
many varied ways: praying for their families, helping with homework, attending Parent Teacher
Cirganization meetings, taking on two and three jobs for extra income, teaching their children to
be stong and healthy, regularly giving up their individual plars so their families can progress,
staying up late while one child has the flu, leaving wor 1o take ancother child to soccer practice,
encouraging another child whe failed an exam, loving yet another ehild who was rejected by a
friend, giving wsdom to the child that asks for help, believing In and sacrificing for a child's
dream, and so much mare,

Panar Pamies O, Claylien, B

| realize that very fewe people will have an Esue with this previeus statement, On Mother's Day,
we see the evidence. Churches are filled to capacity with families - honering their mothers. Res-
taurant are packed with peaple taking their mothers out'to eat; Parks, malls, movie theatres, and
other public venues are filled with numeraus pesons celebrating the mothers in their lives,

Yet, this day & traumatic for s o many, A number of women want to be biclogical mothers, but
they face greatdifficulties. Some have tried and have had nosuccess. They have either lacked a
husband with wham they could build a family, endured miscariages, experienced failed attermpts
with medical help, or had ne results after all of their efforts, Other wormen have beentold by doc
tors that — either from their birth or after. certain Iife circumstances — they are unable to de so.
There are some wamen who have &t least ane child, with a desire for one more; but, they, too,
have one or more of the above difficulties. Some mothers have deceased children; and some
have children whe are suffering from illness, poor deckions, or life: There are those whose maoth-
ers are sich and elose to death. Cther pesons miss their deceased mothers tosush an extreme
that Mothers Day becomes a day of depression and loneliness, There are centain persons whao
never knentheir mothers. Theywere given up for adoption; they were abandoned; or their meth
ers died while they were very young. Still, there are others whe had negative relationships with
their mothers, andthey are permanently separated from their mothers — ether by death or by the
choige to nevear be in relationship,

Atthe cross of Jesus, asimilar traumatas es place. Mary s losing herson Jesus. In Many's mind,
Jesus was suppos ed to bury her instead of His death unfolding before her, Jesus sees Mary and
sets up a surrogate mother-son relatiorship between her and John. Jesus shows us that mother-
hood & not ultimately dependent upon biokgy. Motherhood & defined by a mothering spirt!l Je-
sus was saying that His death could not stop Mary from being a mother. His death could not kill
the mothering s pirit within her, This mears that no |ife circurstance can stop the call of God an
our lives. hotherhood Is a calling, and f God has placed that calling en our lives, then no power
on earth can stop that calling from reaching s fulfillmentin us.

The mothering spirt = notbound by biclagy, meney, status, badcground, eonnections, or the val
ues anid decisions of others. The mothering spirit is based in God's will, Jesus said his mother

A rved bvacedl o pppee )
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Pastor's Message
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was one who does the will of God (Matthew 12:50%, Therefare, a woman does not have to physi
cally give bith to a child to be a mother! Attending to the mothering spiritwithin will help mary of
s ta came outof hurtful places.

Womarn befold your chid ...

For those who have never had ehildien, the mothering spirt will lead some of them to adopt a
child or children. The mothering spiritwill guide others to talke care {or aEsit in carg) of someone
glzg's. child. Still, & number of tham will find the mothering spirt bithing another life form into thei
lives for eare and nurture: a pet, a plant, a bhusiness, a friendship, a dream, ar a ministry.

Weoman behold your child ..

Forthose mothers wha have lost children e cannot have maore children, the mathering =pirit will
call thern inte nurturing relatiorships with other people. For thes & mothers with suffering children,
the mothering spirit will give themthe endurance to continue standing with thies e children.

Cvitd behold yourm alier. ..

Farthose persons who never lknew their mothers, the motheling spirt will dras them to one with
a heart to care for them. For those persons who desperately miss their deceased mothers, the
mothering spirit will help them find ways to honartheir mothers’ memaries and will bring pesors
intheir lives to provide healing for their soulks,

Chikd behold yourm cther. ..

For those pesons with adverse relationships with their mothers, the mothering spirit will lead
therm bads to their mothers f the relatiorship can be mended. In cases where the relationship
imeparable, the mothering spirit will show those persons how to grieve, let go of the pain, and
miave foiard in their lives. The mothering spirt will establish within them that what they expert
enced was nottrue motherhood and that real rmotherhood & grodnded in the leve of God. The
mothering s pirt will cause them to be openin time to one with a heartto give them motherly sup
port and adoration.

If amy of you are goingthrough a stressful Mother's [ gy, | pray that the mothering spirt will covel
you in whatever area you need. | pray fer healing of wour heart, deliverance of your spirit, peace
im yaur rmind, joy inyour path, love inyouwr relationships , and wisdom in your decisions. | pray that
veur grief be shor-lived and that you rebound in a divine way, | pray thatyour [fe be filed and
guided by the presence of the mothering spirit

How canthis kind of prayer be effective? What & this mothering spirt?

The mothering s pirt & the woice of God that calk, leads, and binds mother fo child.

Woman, beftold your chifd. Child, behold your mother,
Have a blessed AMbther's Day!
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St. John A.M.E. Church 129" Anniversary Reflection

By Darell Ezell

Efinr's Mbe: This arfcle isa repind of $e anmiversary mfecion that was witen by Canell Ezel, PR.D.
o dhe 120 chuveh anmiversary celebrakon on Sunday, Apm 13, 2094,

O Give thanks to the Lomd | for Heis good ) Kism ercy endumes forever!

Religion and higher-education are twoe narratives that are inextricably linked inthe African Amerk
can community., Our beloved St John African Methodist Episcopal Church was established in
1885 with the aid of Alabama A&M University founder, Dr. Wiliam Hooper Councill.’ Long befare
W.E.B DuBok publshed the Souk of Black Foks® or Booker T. Washington challenged African
Americars to "cast down their buckets, the American statesman, Fredrick Douglas lited Dr.
Councill in complement as "a beacon of hope to the people in the South.”™ "This great arator,
William Hooper C ouncil, a slave child brought to Morth Alabama from Nerth Carolina through the
slave trade, began educating the Negro inthe South a few vears after the American ChwilWar"

Councill, a seff-made man, with only the bare educational necessitates, taught himself o read
and write the elassical languages: Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. Ta become an erdained elder in the
AME Church, he taught himself theolagy which enabled hirmte pass the required exarmination. In
addition, he taught himself @y and passed the Alabama Bar exam on his fist atempt"” Out of a
great calling to educate aur cammunity, Alabama A%M University was fist erected in downtown
Huntswville, &labarma in 1875, Compelled to build a heuse of worship, the first church sernvices for
St John AME Churchwere held in a barbershep anthe corner of Miller and West Holmes Street,

Im 1800, the fist church building was erected on Church Steet, adjacent to the old church site,
which stood until 1871, Twenty years after the completion of the building, the mortgage on the
church was burned in 1820 urider the leadership of Reverend Pattersaon, In addition to Dr,. Coure
cil and Reverend Patterson, we give thanks for the legacy of all ministers whe have s erved St
John AKE Chureh: Reverends: Shelton, Goodlaw, Williams, Todd, Brodes, Newell, Bvars, Hill,
Brice, Douglas, Codk, Thompsan, Scott, Oliver, Woods, Larmar, White, Hughes, Howard, Stone,
Ciennis, Feoece, Hereford, McCall, and our present pastar, D, Patrich Bewitt C layborn.

The stone that the buiker refused,; shall be the chief comerstone!

Cne hundred twenty-nine {1280 yvears later, we stand at 228 C hurch Street Being founded by
freed slaves, there & plemty ' of worlk to do: 1t & therefore essential that we embrace a theology of
liberation totackle the Esues that corfront our people teday, In honoring the legacy of 5t Jabn
AME Church, we shall not ignare the pewerless of the bladk eammunity and the rale our dear St
John must play inshaping the advancement of those lives.

The affirmaton of greatness in this church comes fram the whole experience of being free and
Pl el ay pvape 420

'See WH. Commeill, Lemp o Wikdom or Rare Hisaory Jmoxwed (asinille: Hidey Press, 1898) Top of
Frran; Willinm Hooper Counc i1, The Me gro o e Sonufe Fis work o Progress (Honnal: &b
A& M Press, 189" Bee ako, Joseph Faniny Drabe | Ao Shvay s Chamnfo Tedar hers Chaira Poge oo
Poriepemgihe I and work of the Thusmions Willioew Hoopsr Covpieil (Mitefihn),; Filhard D Morisat,
Hispry of AlabamaAgroiinmral qrwd Mec hoooe o Thaversify (Himtswill - Liberal Ats Press, 10043
WEHB DuBok, Ifwe Souls of Slack Folk (Greavwe: Faoac et Publ ations, 19617,

Booker Talaferro Washimgtoon , "Atlads Expoation Sddvess | Septeraber 18, 1805 " The Rooker T Wl
istony Popers, ed Lowis B Harho et al ool 3 (Thlans | Thvisersity of Dk Press, 19745 pp- 584 -7,
“Gee Eddie E: Dawvie IT, Williaw Hooper Covpnall! e Greatest Negre the Rape Frer Frodiced (Hnitswille
Preshvhwer M Pubilishoue, 2015, 120 Frederick Doughswrote of Conmcill o s notalile exel ooseanend | T
talie pleasive mcomnendng Wb WH Concill, aud Tus wead | tothe good will aned ssppoit of all. Thave
thie finlle st conf dlence mohin ", 120

I

‘b 1.
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Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Observed
Maundy Thursday Service at St. John

The spirt of Holy Week Revival continued an Maundy Thursday as worshippers gatheread

at the church to commemorate the last supper Jesus ate with His disciples on the even
. ing before the srucfidion. The name comes from the Latin term, mandaturn meaning
"Command" The gommand, as originally given, was for the followers to continue ta re
member by washing feet as a sign of humilty. The meaal andfar the washing of feet are
used a an act of remembrance. Maundy Thusday is observed during Hely Weegk on the
Thursday before Easter. [t & usually asolemn occasion, mamed by the shadow of Jesus '
betrayal.

The St John Maundy Thursday service santinued the revival theme af Praise, Prayer
and Worship. The Invocation was offered by the Reverend Meriam Garrett and scripture was
read by the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborm from Luke 22:14-20 and John 13:9-17, 31-35, Praise
andWaorshipwas led by an ensemble consisting of Reginald Pearsan, Janette Smith, Shay ork,
and Chriztina Sanders. They ministered in songs of warship that ineluded "You've Been So
Faithful," "I've Been G hanged,” and "Don't Give Up on God"

Worshippers gathered in groups of two to offer prayers for the concerns of one another. This

prayer time was follwved by communion. During the Passover meal, Luke 22:18-20 records that
Jesus took bread and wine, blessed it broke the bread in pieces, gave t'to Hi disciples. After-

wards He s hared the cup of wine. Lk ewis e, the Maundy Thusday service included a special
communion service, Each pesonwes served indiidually by the pastar, A= each individual came
to the alar, they were given a piece of home-baked unleavened bre ad which they dipped in the
chalice andthen ate. This was indeed asacred moment of worship and remembrance,

The Benediction was affered and members [eft to continue in Haly Week worship of Good Friday
and B esurrection Sunday.

Good Friday Services at Saint Philip

Good Friday, the Friday before Resurrection Sunday, & the commernoration of the Lord's suffer-
ing and death on Calvary's.cross. Many Christians observe this day with a special worship ser-
vice that include sewven (7) sermors on the seven (7) lastsavings of Jesus Christ on the cross.
Traditional by, the service & held from noon untilthree o' clogk inthe afternoon, the time of Jesus’
erucifecion.

The year a grodp of 5t. Jahn members jouneyedte Saint Philip AME G hurch-in Atlanta, Geor
gia to worship with ther in their " Seven LastWords" service and to support Pastor Clayborn as
he preached during this service far the third consecutive year. Mamy who were not able fo be
present phys ically, watched the live streaming of the servige, Dr, William [; Watley & the pas-
tar of Saint P hilip,

Fastor Clayborn preached the first word, " Father forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
Thetewtwas Luke 2233237, 4445 His message was eénfitled "Facing the Darkness " He not-
ed thiat Jesus was able to face the dakness with 3 simple profound staterment "Father fargive
them." Pastor Claybom wsed Jesus' example effacing dakness to provide points en how beliew-
g5 can face dak ness with thesame grace that Jesus did. Pray, lke the prayerJesws prayed in
the garden, Be radical as Jesus' prayer for forgiveness "calls for justice with compassion,” Be
pesistert. Jesus spoke in theimpedect fers e meaning He kept saying "Father forgve them.”
Pastor Claybarn brought this message with all the fervar and passion that he does sach Sunday
marfing. What awayto stat aseries of sermons!

Pl el i o A4




=t. JohnAMEN May 2014 Fage 5

Reverend Akinbinu Returns to Inspire
St. John for Holy Week Revival

By Bridget J. Flawd

The Rewerend Bankale Akinhinu, pastol
of Baptist Growe Chureh in Raleigh,
Morth Carolina, returned thie year as
the evangelist foi Holyf Weekh Revival,
The dates were Monday, April 14"
through Wednesday, Aprii 18", The
Reverend Sheri Smith Claybarn led the
order of worship, Guest provided mu-
sic that augmerntad the blessing of mes-
zages by the Reverend &k inkinu. Mon-
‘day featured the “Yoiges of Triumph of
Cakwood University, Tuesday featursd
Slabama A & M University Gospel
Chair, and en'Wednesday Jamel Strong
Y and Message gave musical zelections,
The: revival scripture read each night
weas Habakk uk 2:1-4. On Menday and
Wednesday nights the St John Dange
Ministry spirtualty enhanced the ser-
wice, Pastor Claybom introduced the
evangelist each night

Reverentd Acinbinu rose to the occasion of interpreting seripture and reviving those privileged 1o
be present each night. On Monday night Reverend Akinbinu preached on the topic "Prayed Up
or Stressed Ciuf' from the text Philippiars 46-7. He began by asking attendees to assess thei
stress levels upon entering the sanctuary that evening and noted that stress causes more stress
and 5 a "silent killer” that can lead to medieal conditions and listed various sources of stress. In
guoting Paul {'I'a not worry about anything'), he indicated this could cause Paul to be labeled
"narve.” The keyto not wornrying according to Reverend Akinbinu i to realize that the problems
are real but one's God & real, Waorry suggests that all options have been exhausted, but with a
"real God" and the use of prayer”in the middle of worry” there is hope. [t important to know to
whom one B praying and to always remember to ‘orey abowt it." Secondly, suoplcafon comes
from the recognition that there = a lack or need and eneshould prayte Godso that that woid may
be filed. The ne=t important Esue B o reguest, that &, "come to God and say 'please’.. throw
yourself on the altar and say 'please.” He highlighted the manner in which one prays isk ey, that
& “supplication and thankspiving.” He cautioned against letting “your need caus e you to forget
the many blessings God has already given” and gave a ltany of reasons to be thankful which
glicted pralse and worship amongst thos e listening that night Rewverend Acinbinu stated that in
the midst of difficuttystress, it & important-to note that "God set up an army around my heart and
mind to do hatle around me" and t© remember that "God gives us peace and has peace that
blocks attacks waged agairst you", evenifone is at one's lowest ebh and must "ery out” to God,

On Tues day, Reverend Bkinbinu preached on the topic "Rememberthe Stones” from Joshua < 1
-8, 18-24. This significant scripture an the impontance of remembering milestoneshistory was
addressed in an oustanding way. He reflected on Meses "wistfully” locking upen the promise but
not allowed to step footin Sanaan. Yet, Moses dutifully mentored Joshua as God directed, neting
that as long as they remained faithful God would continue to bless them. The challenge was to
not have “amnesia” and ta "remember God when you same into better daysifthe Promised Land."
The Rewerend Akinkinu noted the "fist command was thatthe priests were to carry the Ak of the
Covenant...the presence of God going before them would allowe them to cross over fa dry land.”
Jozhua ako "had twele stones carried from the midst of the dry ground of the Jordan Rieer
throwgh the power of God." The second command was to carry the bvelve stones in order 1o
have a "perpetual connection ta their fath” They were encouraged te "newver forget” this mile

Ll il o9 e 8|
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Reverend Akinbinu Returns to Inspire
St. John for Holy Week Revival

By Bridget J. Flawd

L emiderane ol et e A

stone, "you are what you are by the Grace of
God” He noted that believers have their own
stones given to them by God and shared historic
delverance such as slavery ending, the eivil
rights movement, and many others. This dywnarm-
ic. preacher emphasized the significance of re-
memberingd nowing that "f the Lard has done it
before.. .y God will make a way sarmehow!”
He indicated the stones "provide @ gememdona!
fridge beleen the young and dhe od.” In the
text, the stones were to be & point of connection
"wihien wour children ask..." Modern examples
given by FReverend Akinhing ingluded "educate
wour children abeut what it means te be Bladk"
and dispelled a litany of stereotypes and cited
Afrizan American historical icons wpon which-to
model for awide range of proféssiomns fvocations.
He  emphatically added, "BUT BE SURE TO
TELL THEMWHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN"

The final night's focus was "Prayer Push Ups" from the text Colosslans 4 12, The Rewverend
Akinbinu began by citing the example of "pushing the limis of endurance” and the benefit of a
health and fitness regimen. He noted in the text that this man had ssistanceMspotters” standing
by to Ift the weight off f he could not” The preacher added that "C hristian growthid eve lop me et
ako does not come without strain. There-are no shorcuts toserving the Lord.” Cne must carry a
cross even if tseerms too heavy to bhear.. "spirtual strain.. the weight of triak and termptation.”
He indicated "there will be times in your lifé when yvau feel llke giving up, the weight seerms too
heawy. God gres other believers to assit, "spot for us " and in turn belisvers are to reciprocate
and "spot for others." He indicated "you cannot grew in faith f vou iselate...you need other pea-
pleta bewhat God wants youto he”

ltwas noted that in the text, despite being in prson, Paul was using his ime struggling for the
Colesians via prayer, and that intercessory prayer = the way that believers "push and are
pushed up.” The Rewverend Akinbinu indicated "we should not be seffich in bringing justyour own
concerns to Him in prayer,” He indicated that t & "not natural to pray for sthers when vou are in
the midst of your awn Esues” and referred to the example in the text of praying for others while
hehind prison walls, He described how Jesus prayed for sthers before himself and noted that
one day "we will be lke Jesus." According to the Reverend Akinkinu, "God wank vou to pray
targetedspecific prayers with your strate gic knowledge” He indicated that "one day all tears shall
be wiped frorm our eyves” and he used the metaphor of a building under construction which initialb
"doesn't look lke the picture;” but that means "God sn'tthrough with the person vet We must bhe
patient with each ather” He encouraged perseverance interms of “Meep pushing when tseens
[k e vour pravers are not being arswered...zeem lke they are rejected. He stated that "PRAVYER
SRl WaoRrRKE”™

The Benediction for the revival was given on Wednesday night. The Reverend 2kinbind gave an
outstanding revival and it was well received when Pastor Claybom announced the evangelist for
revival nextyear: the Reverend Ainbinu. St John was blessed with, as Pastor Clayborn indicat
ed the firsstnight, @ much needed revival

hlore pictures fram Haly \Week Bésvival and Easter will be posted on the 5t. John website,
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The Eteaut?r of a Mother's Love

w Tawanda Butord

Whenwe think of “a mothers love”, it i simply an amazing bond that a mother
has between hesell and her children. The hend begins the very moment the
expectarnt mother determines she & pregnant. Az soon as her child & delivered,
it & an indescribable feeling that is very hard to understand. When the shild &
born, a mother 5 ako born.

So, what makes @ waman a good mether? There are several answers to this
guestion. Yet, there are so many qualiies that a mother should possess. The
beauty of being a mother encomp asses the following:

A good mother & one who cares for her newborn and waies up every three
' hours without hesitation to ensure her child is fed, vetshe's tired and sleep de-
% prived,
x\‘__
A good mother s ane who witnesses her problermatic child being taken away ta
jail, knowing they are a menace o society. As a mother, she sees the good only

thecouldsee and no one could fathom.

A good mother is one who woitks a full time job during the day, and another jok at night. She
wots several jobs to maie sure herkids have food an thetable, elothes ontheir backs, and shel
ter for protection. ItE no concernto her thatshe needs rest because a good mother mak es many
sacrifices far her kids,

& good mother 5 ane who will discipline her kids when they are wreng, while making them under-
=tand right from wrong. She can become so angry with her ehild and still utter the wordd, | Love
o

& good mother &5 one whe will be the only ene standing-and clapping, giving her child a standing
ovation after a peformance.

& pood rmother is ane who will pray all night leng after she has found aut her zhild has been called
upon for overseas duty, She remains on bended knees praving feverishly that her child will be
kept safefrom harm and danger,

A good maother B ane who will stay up late after getting home from wiork, to bake her child a Lirth-
day cake She ersures her child has aspecial day to remember and celebrate.

A gopd mother B ane whe'instills. Christian values'in her child and constantly reminds that child of
the bikle verse found in Philippiars 413, "l can do all things thicugh Christ whe strengthens me.”

Being a mother B one of the greatest gifts a woman can receive. t s indeed a blessing from Ged,
There are mamy precious things that God has bestowed on us; however, a Mother B ane ef the
unigque gifts of God. She 5 the embodiment ofs acrifice and |eve.

Who fed me fom her gentle beast

Amnd hushed me in her 3m 8 o et
Anmd onm v cheek snest sses pressed I'Eppf‘

iy Adother —{ il ’
Who ran o kel m e when 1 fall (| |
Amd nould som e predty stary tell "~.'"‘"J

O fiss the place to m ae it wel

My Mother = : Day

- Anm Taylor
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St. John Participates in 2014 Habitat Build

Below iz the schedule forwaik days for this year's Hakitat for Humanity Spring Build. 5t John &
parinering with 5t Mattheww, United Church of Huntswville, Aldersgate United Methodist, First Pres-
byterian , The Chureh of the Nativity, and First Christian Chureh.

Persons interested inserving on this minietry should repart to the work site on the scheduled
dates andtimes, The build began ansite on April 1 and will eontinue through June 21,

SCHEDULE FOR 2014 HABITAT HOUSE

2506 Small Brook Circe

DATE OAaY ACT MITY

May 13,15 17 Tues, Thurs, Sat  Install exterior doors, barge rafters, faclal attic access,
startvinyl siding, electrical raugh-in, { plumbing, HWAC
rough-in by others)

My 20,22 24 Tues, Thurs, Sat Continue vinyl siding, Install wall insulation, (sheetrock
by sub) Polyethelene in crawl s pace.

M ay 27 29,3 Tues, Thurs, Sat Paint walks, install shutters, install underlayment

Jure 357 Tues, Thurs, Sat° Clean floors and windewes, install vinyl tile, landscape

Jume 10,12 14 Tues, Thurs, Sat  Install and paint interior doors and frim, install cabinets,

and electrical fictures
Jume 17, 18, 21 Tues, Thurs, Sat  Install closet hardware, window blinds, bathroam

accessolies
June 24,26, 28 Tues, Thurs, Sat  Catoh up wark, touch up paint, clean and wax floars
July 1,35 Tues, Thurs, Sat- Wark punch list, DERICATION CEREMONY

Regular working hours are from 800 Al 1o 200 PM, with a break for lunch around noon.

Lunches are provided on Satardays only. Bring carpentry took, a ulility lknife, gloves f you have
them. 5t. ohn will provde lunch on May 24th.

St. John AMEC will cometogather and mest @ thesite on Saurdays, May 24, and 21, un-
der the leadership of Sister Tam Mo Ghes and Brother Bddie Whitehead, Members are alsa
encouraged to waluntesr on any of thed3esligded above.

There is Still Time to Register for the

Summer Retreats
The Wormen's Rerest & setfor ume 20 - me 29, 2014, Reservations may be made to the
Marriott Shoak Heotel and Spain Florenee, Alabama by calling 1-2800-223-8450, DeEcounted rates
from the hotelwill be F123 per night. There-are ako reduced room rates available through AEA o)
the retirement system far teachers andfor government wokers. The cuteff date for these re-
duced rates s May 20, 2014, The retreat registration fee s 370 (this includes all meak), Your
participation & needed to make this retreat a success! We lodk forward to seeing you there!

The Sons o Allenwill hold is Arnual Mer's Retrea uly 11-12, 2014 in Guntersville, Alabama,
Please contact Brother Theodore Tysen, Brother Carl Lewis, or Brother Justin L. York for more
infarmation aboutthis vears retreat Please R SWP (whether yvou will stay overnight or not) with
the Sons of Allen by June 10, 2014 Please let Justin ok, S04 Secretary, know if you have any
guestions or need anything further, You may akso contact the chureh office,
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He Paid It All

Jesus the Great | Am
By Cheryd Andersan

The Easter program followed Sunrse Service this year and began at
B:00 am, Daniel Haygood led the program with a s cripture reading tak-
en from Jahn 11:25-26; followed by a powerul "Love' medley sung by
the St John AMEC Worship Ensemble comprsed of Christina Sanders,
Deidre Waton, Jakeysh Williams and Janette Smith:

Mrs. Ywette Cooper
Clark, as curator of the Journey of F aith Museum,
led attendees an 3 wak through the life of Jesus
Christ

Michael Glak and Artheny Harbin were the stars
of this vears play tiled the "ME&M Story'" as they |
explained that Jesus & the Great | AW with a=si-
tanee fram De'Shaun Harden as The Messiah;
Calynn Williams a The Bread of Life; Zariah
York & The Eternal Cne; Anthony Mack as The
Light of the Werld, Curtis WMayes as The Gate;
David Welk as The Good Shepherd; Josiah [

Zullate a= The Son of God; Wallace Parham as ase team members (lefttorl _t-F_—
The Resurrection and the Life; Robin Sanderson Eting, Distre; Shayand Janst
as The Teacher and Lord, Kobe Jerkins.as The ' ' E\" -

Wiay, the Truth, and the Life; Alicia Brownlow as
The True Wine;, and Mariah Gullatte as The Alpha and D'mega.

Recitations were given by Tyler Williams, Caylon Mayes, Jared Burns, Jordan Patterson, Janise
Williams, Blakke Johnson, Reagan Lawson, k aiah Mayes, Jasmyne Rochelle, Channing Rasam,
Breevana Rochelle, Darrien Lott Patrick Clayborn |, Gambridge Wikon, Kathrgn Buckham-
White, Jessiea Harbin, Carter Rankin, Camden Rarkin, HKendall Lawson, Kennedy Rankin-
Crutcher, Chloe Wikon, Cayden Wikon, and Zharia Yark,

Meleod Bugcham White expressed hims eff through song with a heartfelt rendition of “The Light

Vel el o e )
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He Paid It All

Jesus the Great | Am
By Chery Anderson

L v o prisee W

of The Waorld” and Kaithyn MeClung recited an orginalspoken ward piece ted "The Rain."

The St John Bance Ministry, led by D1 Jennifer Pattersan, closed
the program with an amazing human video performed to
"Comerstone” by Hillkong. Other dancers were Wallace Parham,

J #avier Rembert, Janette Smith, hariah Gullatte &nd Kaithn
Ml lung,

Other program participant included Jayla Mack as sign holder
and Xavier Rembert and Ashley Lewk assisted with the set and

props.

The program was led by Brama Minstry leads Donna Gullatte and
Cheryd Andemson with jeint efforts from the media ministry,
Abregotta Wiliarms , Monica Dilihunt and Erica Harbin, Special
thark= to all the paremts and everyone whao helped with the pro-
gram this year. An extra special thapks to the Rewverend Patrich
and the Reverend Sheri Clayborn far their great leadership,
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Soup Kitchen Corner

SERVICE

"The Sonof Man came not to be served but te
serve-and ta give His life a ramsom for many,”
flare 1048

St. Johns Soup Kitchen woluntéers ae in
spited by God's lowve and motivated by faith to
try to serve others in meaningful, helpful ways.
Lowve encourages us to do the right thing based
on God's example, Faith motivates u= to step
bheyaond our comfort zoame and to act fram the
conviction that with God all things are possible.
Last manth's Soup Kitchen ineluded encourag
ing a mother and son and lstening to their
problems, and an outreach with intercessory
prayerfor an il visitar,

We pray that our simplest acts of kindness
thraugh our efforts to feed the hungry will trig-
ger a succession of good deeds. Our service is
an act of giving and receiving love. When we
SRIVE aur cormmunity, we are semving God and
expressing God's love to athers.

"The love of God irspires us,
Ciur Faithin God motivates us "

New Alabama Voter ID

Law to be Enforced

The newregquirement for wters in Alabama
is to hawve a photo 1D in order to wote, Ac
ceptable forme of photo identification are Als
bama Driver License; US Pass port; employ-
ment D card Esued by city, county, state or
LS government, student or employment [D
Esued by a college in Alabama; tribal 1D with
photo; Alabarma phato woter card; LS miltary
ID; ar I eard Bsued by a branch, department,
agency or entity of the State of Alabama, an
other state or the United States.

This new lan will be enforced beginning with
the June primary elections. This will affect peo
ple wha DO WNOT have an aceepted form of
photo. identification. Free acceptable photo
idertification cards may be obtained from the

abam artme Seniar Servi 1

e County Board of Regetiars Off
Department of Fublic Safety location, Ta re

ceive the card, you mustpresent a correct Wot-
er Registration card and proof of date of hirth.

Be infarmed | Be prepared| Vote|

Women's Conference
Scheduled for
June 20-21, 2014

The ladies of St. John are invited to attend the
2014 Woamen's Conference o be held at the
Marriott Shoalk Hotel and Spa, The events will
begin on Friday evening with warship and
praise with special ministerial guests the Rew-
erend Agnes Lover from Greater Saint Paul
AMEC Florenee, Alabama and the Reverend
Shergl Shipman from Wt Zion AMEC in Truss-
wille, Alabama. 5t John's First Lady, the Rew-
erend Sheri Zmith Clayborm & the host ministe|
for the retreat.

The retreat pramises to be spintually uplifting
and inspirational.  Ladies are inwvited to re
spand tothe theme! "Do Yeu See Whatl See?
Your Passport To Abundant Living”, On Sat
urday, we will spend time together through
spiritual waks, fellows hip through meals, wok -
shops, and lstening to the Werd of God as we
apphy itto sur awn lives. We inwite you to jein
us forthis promised fulfilling experience,

Regiztration for hotel roome are made individe
ally by ealling the Marriott Shoak at (256) 2<H6-
800 and asking for the 3t John AMEC con
ference rate of $1289. The deadline for this rate
s May 20, 2014 Registration payments are
70 per parson. Checks should he made paw
able to 5t John AME. R egistrations are taken
after the B:00 a.m. and 1050 a.m, services at
the desk in the westibule, “ou may alko put
your envelopes in the offering but be sure to
indicate on the enwvelope Women's Retreat
You can make it a great success with your
pressnce.
- Lauretta Teague, Coordinator

Ministry Assessments

Ministries of 5t John have been conducting
amsessments of their services owver the past
ferw months. Appreciationis expressed to per-
sons who paticipated in the online surveys
that were offered by some minstries. Threugh
these reviews, 5t John will be better ahle to
serve the chureh membeship and the commuw
nity. Te God be the glary for the things He has
done and He will do through the services of
ferad by these minietries,
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Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday

ALl il Jream ol 4)

Each of the following messages, interspersed
with hyrrirs from the Saint Philip Praise Team
{as they were refermed to by the pastor, alt-
hough they appeared, based on siee, to bhe.a
choitd), The second word "Today you shall be
with me in paradise,” Luke 23:30-43, was
preached by the Hewverend Doctor Kenneth
Marcus, senior pastor, Turner Chapel AME
Church, Marietta, Geargia, The third word,
“"Woman, beheld your son! Son, behold your
mothe! " John 182627, was preached by the
Reverend Carolyn D. Willlams, associate min-
ter, Saint Philip AME Church, &lanta, Geor-
gia. The fourth word, "Wy God, My God, why
hast thou forsaken hMe? Matthew 2745 98,
was preached by the B everend Eric Lee, sen-
ior pastar, Springfield Baptst Chureh, Canyers,
Georgia. The fifth woard, "1 Thirst," John 18:228-
28 and Maik 1523, was preached by the Rew-
erend Charles A Maxell, founder and seniar
pastor of Breakthrough Fellowship, Smyrna,
Georgia. The host pastor, the Reverend Wik
liam D, Watley, Ph.D ., preached the sixth ward,
"It & finkhed,” from John 1930, The seventh
weard, the final word, was preached by the Rew-
erend Doctor Cynthia Hale, "Father inte thy
hands | commend my spirt,” Luke 2344 495,
Each preacher brougt a powerful meszage
that was a wivid reminder of how much God
loved the world and the sacrifice that was
made to effer eternal life to allwha believe.

St. dahn members wha attended the service
wire blessed to receive aspecial guided tour
of the Saint Philip complex. Itis a magnificent
witness to the woik that God & doing through
the church. The eomplex includes a 2. 800 seat
state-of-the-art sanctuary, an administrative
wing with offices, conference roorms, book
store, fellowship hall (that seats 500 banquet
style and 1,900 auditorium styled with full corm-
mercial kKitchen and professional sulinary staff,
a wouth church with café, a gymnasium with
regulation size basketball court, waliing track
and professional gymnastic equipment (they
offer gym membership and exercis g classes),
an Early Life Development Centel and much,
much more

Thank God for traveling mercies on this trip
and for the hlessings receiwed through the
preached word and the hospitality of Saint Phik
ip AME Chureh,

Anniversary Reflection

AL s At pae 5

responsible. The freedom ef those who came
before us was noet given lightly—it was taken
by farce. fis our responsibility in the 295t cen
tury to continue laying stones of hope where
there Is a path of despair,

Wethark Godforthe struggle.

We thank Gad for social action and change.
Wethank Gadfor the resources to féed the
hungry and clethiethe naked.

We thark God for the wisdom of our elders
Wethank Godforthe courage torise up and
tak e contral to lead sur youth.

To restore our communities and lift the bload
stained banner of hope requires, we, as a pec
ple, to. continue to take risks. To bring sight to
the blind, we must move beyond these walk
and anto the strests where young blads boys—
wha are really men—eongregate.

We mustwak through prisons and offer a balm
to the sin sick soul. We must travel o the
group homes and affirm the dignity of women
matginalized by domestic violence and to the
wards where patients with H and AIBS live.
We must pour back into our sommunities mar-
ket, schook, and resources that will sustain
aur children.

This means it & time we stand on 3 stone af
hope, producing greatriess inthe midst of des-
pair. With the legacies of Richard Allen and D,
Williarm Hooper Councill, we must educate,
refine, and build anew that which & broken,

Give hanks to the Lo | for Hedis good,
His mercy endures foever

Student Recognitions
2014

- Parents are asked to subrmit stu-
ﬁé:ﬁ{_“ dent honors  irformation te the
~ - 4 church office by June 2. This re-

\\ “ quest & for studens pre-school
through high schoal. Farms will be
available outside the ehurch affice.

The deadline for submitting information &
Sunday, June 1, Students willbe recognzed in
the Student Honors section of the AMEN in
June,
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Preparing for Pentecost
Sunday, Juns 8, 2014, 2:.00 p.m.

S1. John worship service will be held on Friday, June 6.

Tickets and seats on the bus are still available. Ceantact the church office TORAY to purchase
tickets, All Official Board members are expected to purchase at least one ticdket. i you are una
ble to attend, please donate vour tidietto allow someone ele fo attend.

Volumteers are needed for Kids Zone, Ghair, Dancers, Ushers (Sors of Allen), gresters
(koinonias), special needs assistance. If you speakfread a language otherthan English or Spar
ih, please contact the Pentecost Explosion cormmittee at pentecostexplosion20 14 i@y aho o, com,

Mandatory reheasak for all chioir and dance padicipants are sehedule far May 31 and June 7 in
fertgomerd, Contact Medra Melaniel far more infoarmation,

Everyone & asked to wear red. A limited imvertony of Ninth District shirts are available. Contact
the Pentecost Explosion committee & pentecostexplosionZ014i@vahoo.com to determing what
sizes and styles are available,

Wisit the Minth Distict websie at ninthamec.org tostay curent on informaticn abowt the Pente
cost Explasion.

The Spirtual Preparation continues, As part of the spirtual preparation for Pertecost, members
who are physically and medically able are asked to join in a2-meal per day Daniel Fast fram April
21-May 28. The fastwill consist of eating enly vegetables and fruits, and drinking anlywater and
100% pure fruitvegetable juices: Please chedh with your physician prior to beginning this fast.

By utilizing the theme, the following prayer themes and scriptures are suggested for the upeom
ing weeks

Week of May 18, 2014 Pray for the Evangelsm Commites, the wunchurched, and all
AME s, ANME Zion's and CME's participating in Pentecost 2014

dohn T:37-3, ako reference Gen, 1.2; &3, Job 268:13; 335 Ps
81:11; 1387, Eak ., 324, 27, Hag. 2:5

From May 23-June 4, daily prayers will be offered. Aprayer line has been estaklis hed for
700 a.m. daily prayer: Call in #; 712-<432F1212, Access Code! 3337221312, Forthose who are
physically. and medically able, are to joinin a 1-meal per day Daniel Fast. The meal should can
sigt of enly vegetables and fruits, and dricking onby water and 100% pure fruithvegetable juices.

May 23, 2014 Fray for 24,000 persons in attendan o=
Acts 248 How can God's people be"in ane accord™

A ramdd v raw g (A1
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May 30, 2014

May 31,2044

Line 1, 2044

Line 2, 2044

Line d, 2014

Jane 4, 2044

F'reparing for Pentecost
Sunday, June 8, 2094, 200 B.m

Pray that all tichkets will be sald

Acts 2484 Do you daily praise and worship God™ | not, what

& needed for youto begin doingse?

Pray for each Presiding Elder

Aoty 2046847 Compare &cts 211, A&revyou demorstrating thatyou are a
believer who worships, prays and attends church regularly? Do you
seek improvementinthat area of your spiritual life™?

Fray for each pastor

Acts 2484 s it important to fellews hip with other believers™

What would you hope to gceamplish through felloves hip™?

Pray for each chureh

Acte 2484 Do you have an attitude of gladness, joy and rejoicing in
warship and ministering tothe needs of others™

Pray for each Pentecost Co mmittess

Apts 2048 47 Are you s atisfied with your praise to God™? What can you
dote improve it

Fray for each Pentecost participant

Aots 2457 In your presentworship and prase of God, do others see
a difference inyour dally life?

From June 57, we are suggesting a minimum of ane hour'in prayer daily. For thes e whe are
physically and medically akle, please join us in a liguid fast. This will corsist of broth, fruit and
vegetable juices and water. If unable to participate in & liguid fast please continue with the 1-
meal per day Daniel Fast As vou read the suggested Bible readings, meditate, preach anddor
study howw these passages of Scripture impact your daily life and your walk with the Lord.

Jine 5, 2044

Line &, 2014

Line T, 2094

JUNEB, 2014;

Pray for favorable weather on June Btha promotes Stendance,
Apts 248 4 What does the statementmean, "and being in favor and
goedwill with all the peaple™ |s your praise andworship se contagious
that it attracts sthers te Christ?

Fray for soulsto be sawed during Pentecost 2014
Apts 248 47 D o youd want and expect God to add souls to the church?
Why ar why nof? What part are you playing in winning saule™

Fray for baptism inthe Holy Spint

Acte 248 Would you want your behavior and attitude to be trams-
farmed to that ofthe early believers™ Couldtheir actions work today™
Arewou willing to give all vou are and all you have toreceive such radical
behawiar?

PENTELCOST

CHfer up prayers of thanks giving for what God B going te dotoday in the
lwves of His people
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VBS—Save the Date

"The Jesus Connection... What a Friend" will
bhe trending here & 5t Jobn June 8-12,
2014 i you are interested in using your gifis
in WBS this vear please =sign up on the sheet
outside the effice or contact Dr. Monica Dik
lihunt,

We need dancers and singers for a special
prometional ewent that & 1o come in
fay. Ewven i you just want to  have
fun, conmtact Dr. Jennifer Pattersan or Brother
Reginald Pearsan so vou can bhe a part of this
gvent. &ll ages are welcome,

Church School
Book Club

Lne 014 Discussion Date: 24 June 14
' 1000 AN, — 11:30 A0,
Delitah, Sheila M. Boss, 2010

Wihen Samsan Judges, & prominent pastar,
efises to sell land t at hie church awns land

that real estate mogul Willam Trusts wants,

Trust hires Deliah Baker tofind oot Samson's
Achilles heel,

Samson kofar from inmocent. He feels his
lenpstanding relationship with God puts him
above reproach, His w,!i:nﬁs for one wom
an, Delilah, threatens to ruin his relstionship
with i frim:!_ Julis, his _pirznh_.j and .his
church. When he realizes the length Delilah
will go through to get her man, Samson vows
o protect hs minstry by anmy means neces-
Sary,
— Amazon

Mothers of the Bible

By Paulette Bargon

EVE - The first. mether. Shewas the moether
of Cain, Abel Seth (and several unnamed oth
ers). She was the first to partake of the forbick
den fruit (Eig mistake!y, But God =il hlessed
her with children. Eve was akao the fist-mother
to bury a ehild.

SARAH - Mother of lzasz. This woman gives
hope to everyone who waited a little late to start
a family, God made a premise to Abraham that
he would be the father of many nations. \When
Sarah heard this she laughed and she probab by
gotin trouble for laughing. K you were her age
you weuld probakly laughteo, N evertheless she
gave hirth 1o a son and her lingage would i
clude Jesus Christ himself.

REBEKAH - Mather ot Jscob and Esau. Re-
bekah played favorites with her win soms. She
leved Jacol maore and plotted to take the bith
right fram his oldest brather, Esau, [t turned out
that this family disagreement lasted a long time.
Rebekah reminds us that it & a dangerous thing
to use maternal power far manipulation.

JOCHEBED - Mother of Moses, Aaron and
thair sigter Miriam. When the new king of
Egypt ordered the death of all newborn sons of
the Hebrews wornen, Jochebed saved Mozes by
placing him in a waterproof wicker bask et and
sending him' dasnthe Nile River with his sister,
Miriam, serving a 3 lookout. He was pulled out
af the water by Pharaoh's daughter. Brawveby,
Miriarm asked Pharaoh's daughter if she should
get a Hebrew woeman to nurse the child. She
was told to do that, Miriam fetched her mather,
Jochebed, to nurse her own son.

Because of Jochebed's faith and trust in Gad,
she was able to leave Moses in the hands of
God by leaving him n the river rather than see
him killed, A lessan learned; there B always
anather option. Adoption 5 akways a choose

HANNAH - Mather of Samuel the Prophet.
Harmnah s ane of the most irspiting meothers in
the hible. Despite years of patience and prayer,
she remained unable to have a child, One day
in her deep distess Hanna prayed to the Lod,
weeping kitterly. God finally answered her pray
er. But Hanna's character showed when in grat-
tude to God, she dedicated her newborn son ta
Hie serviee. Her san became one of |srael's
greatest prophets.

L R T |
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Mr. Russell

ilmore

Rememberin
By Agnes

In Lowving Memory
of
i1 Ellie Russell

Jdegis, fover of m iy sol,
latmeto Thy bosom Ay,
While the neaer waters rod|
While the tempest shill ic high,
Hideme, Omy Savior, hide,
Tl the gtom of ik is past)
Safe imto the haven guide;
2, eceive &y soul 5t last,
-Charles Wesley

Cin April 1, 2004 Wr,
Ellie Russell arswered
Gods call and flew
away to the hosorm of
Jesus., He was bornoen
dune 5, 1528 in Madi
son County, Alabama.
He was married to the
late Resie Russell and
was the father of hwe
zons, four grandehik
dren, three great grand
children and a special
daughter-ir-law, Greta
Rus=zell

It was a privilege to
have known K. Bus-
sell. His membes hip
at St John A M. E. church spanned owver B0
yvears. He was a faithful member of the Senior
Usher Board. On first Sundays he could he
found an his post lavingly: greeting persors as
they arrived for worship. He was a soft spoken
gracigus man with a warm sincere smile for
everyone. Although he was guiet and unas-
suming, he had a strong faith in God. Hi
prayers during worship services were a tesis
ment of that fath. He was faithful in his ehurch
attendance until s health declined,

flr. Russell was krasn throughout the cormmie
nity as "Hoss", He believed in sharing with oth
ers and always greeted everyone with a smile
whether in Kroger or at &'s restaurant, That
=mile was contagious and you akvays felt et
ter after being in his presence,

Thank wou N Russell for your testimony of
wod's goodness andfaithfulness.

i TRUSTEE CORNER

The Trustee Board has a list of projects to
complete. Recently in May the church sign
was renovated by stenciling again both sides
ofthe sign.  This was campleted May 2, 2014,

The nextprojectthat & inthe planning stage =
an air eanditioning upgrade. The geal is far
this to. be completed by the end of May, Rt
definitely prior te the warmest temperatures of
the summer. Ako on the list of projects s en-
hanecing the security protocakiequipment for
the church, More updates will be fotheoming.

Vigit the St John Website for more infarmation
onthe Trustee Board,

Mothers of the Bible

By Paulette Bargan

LGS SRR L B ]

MARY - MOTHER OF JESUS. Mary was a
veEry young weoeman who had just become en-
gaged when an angel of the Lord appeared to
her and told her that she was going to give
birth to a son and He would be God's San, the
"Messiah.’

God knew that Mary was a woman of great
strength and ohedience. She was the onby hu-
man being to be with Jesus throughout His
life, She gave bith to Him &= her baby and
watched Him die as her Savior. Mary was at
the ecrucifizion, when some dis ciples were in
hiding. But Mary stayved when the rest of the
world waked away, It must have been very
hard for Mary to watch her eherished son beal
the weight of sin and die a terrible death an the
cross. The story of Mary, mather of Jesus, tells
us that through it all, joy and pain, a mother will
abwaws be there far you,

There are many other mothers in the hbikieg;
some good, some bad, just lilke in owr lives to-
day. Mest mothers are not perfect and we
should not expect them tobe. Love yaur math-
er, forgive her for her mistakes, and cherish
her and army woman who has had an influence
an your life.

Happy Mother's Day!
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Mip Segsonal ﬁllllergieé in the Bud

By RosemaryWells

Spring means flowver buds and blooming trees—and f vou're one of the milliors of people who
have zeasonal allergies, it alse meamns sneezing, congestion, runny nose, tehy eyes and other
bothesome symptoms are in averdrive and are apt to stay that way for menths. Seasonal ak
lergies, alko called hay fewver and allergic rhinitis, can mak e you miserable. But before you set-
tle for plastic flowers and artificial turf, try these simple strategies to keep seasonal allergies
under eantral

Reduce your exposureto allergytnggers

® Stayindoors on dry windy days---the besttime te go outside & after a good rain,
which helps clearthe pallen from the air.

s [Delegate lawn mowing, weed pulling and other gardening chores that stir up aller
HETE.

=  Remove clothes you vewormn outside; you may ako wantto showerto rinse pallen
from your skin and hair.
Don't hang clothes outside; pollen ean stick tosheek and toweks.

=  Wear a dustrmask if you de outside chores.

Take exira steps when the pollen counts are high
&  Cheddyour local TV or radio station, youl local newspaper, ar the internet for pollen
forecast and current pollen levels.
& I high pollen count areforecasted start taing allergy medication hefare your
symplams start.
Close doors and windows atnight ar any ather time when pollen cournts are high.
o Ayoid outdoor activiby in the early marning when pollen count are highest

Hesp indoor air dean
= lsethe air conditioning inyaur car.
# Kyou have forced air heating or air sonditioning in your howuse, use high-&fficiency
fitters and follow regular maintenance schedules,
Keep indoor dir dry weith a de humidifier.
Use a portakle high efficiency parficulate air (HEPA&) filker in vour bedroom,
Clean floas often with @ vacuum cleanerthat has a H EP A filte).

For many people, avoiding allergens and taking ower-the-counter medieations, such as an anti
histamine ta help relieve sneezing, itching and a runny nose; ar 3 decongestiant to reduce stuffe
ness by shrink ing swollen membranes in the nose, i allthat & needed to ease symptoms,

f your seasonal allergies are bad enough, your doctor may recommend that you have skin or
blood tests to find out exactly what allergers trigger your symptors. Testing can help dete rming
steps you needto taie to avoid vour speeific triggers and identify which treatments are lkely to
wark far you,

For some people, allergy shots (allergen immunotherapy) can be a good option. Ako known as
desensitzation, this treatment involves regular injectiors containing tiny amounts of the sub
stanees that caus e your allergies. Over time, these injectiors reduce the immune system reac
tion that causes symptarms.

Remember....when home remedies are not enough, see your
o ctor!

For more infarmation onseasonal allergies goto the website:
wasaaLallegra.com.

[ B AL =T o= ™
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Church School Lesson Overview — June 2014

This month's reviews were written by Willie J,
Sandifer.

Jdune 1, 2014

Lesson Title: Obey the Lord

Lesson Scripture: Luke 19:41-48, Haggai
1:1-14

Frint: Haggai 1:1-11

Devotional Songs: T[], #72 [], and #2143
Key “erss: "Then the werd ofthe Loro came
through the praphet Haggai 'Is it a time for
you yoursetves to be living in your paneled
howses, while ths howse remains a ru-
in?" (Haggai 1:3, 4).

Applicgion: To so order aur lives and es-
tablsh sur habits of thought that we would not
gven consider disobeying the Lord,

In this lesson we note the link between obedi
ence to God and material prosperity that was a
wital part of the cowenant relationship that ex-
iEted bebueen God and Old Testament [srael,
The prophets Haggai and Zecharidh appearad
on the scene in the midst of the people's com-
placency (Eza 5:1). Theze men were rased
up by the Lord to shake the people out of their
lethargy, to stir them to act in arder to finish
rebiuilding the temple, Haggai played a major
rale-in gonveying God's message to 8 people
who had become indifferentto his work,

Haggai confrents the people by drawing atten-
fion totheir actions, They seem io have plerty
of time to build therr pareled houses. They
hawve invested much time and expemse to
mak g sure their hames loek their best. i
clear that the peoples howses are finis hed
while the Lard's house, the'temple, & not.

dune B, 2014
Lesson Title: Trust Gad's Promises

Leszan Scripture: Haggai 1:12;2:1-8

Print: Haggai 1:12—2:8

Devotional Songs; #424]]; £251[]; and #243])
Fey Yerse: "The glory of this latter house shall
be greater than ofthe former; saith the Lord of
hosts: and in this place will | give peace, saith
the Lord of hosts” (H agpai 2:8).

Application: Toset our hearts on living by
this principle daily,

In this lesson we see the results of the abedi
ence of the people to God's elear dire cives.

This lesson features Haggai continuing  his
gncouragement to the people, butwith a differ
ent focus—a focus te think in terms ef an ex

treme makeover. It begins where last week's
ended, at Haggai 1:12, and the year is still 520
BC. The book of Haggaiis set in the period of
Fersian dominance, which bzgan with the rise
of Cyris in 538 BC. Persian expansion to the
west was eventually hatted by defeats at the
battles of Marathon (480 BC) and Salame (478
BC). These battles ocourred within the time
gap between the last verse of Ezma @ and the
first verse of Ezra 7.

An important lesson can be learned from the
message that Haggai had for his people: One
should live in the present by looking to the fu-
ture, not to the past. Haggai the prophet now
foretold what God would don in the futire to
encourage His peaple to live inthe present.

June 18, 2044

Lesson Title: Live Pure Lives

Lessan Scriptare: 1 Peter 1;13-28

Print Haggai 2:10-18

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #IGE[; #30E [
and #243 []

Key “ersa! "Is there yet any seed left in the
barn™ Until now, the wine and the fig tree, the
pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne
fruit" (Haggai 2:18%,

Application! Towalk daily with the mind-set
of delighting inthank ful sbedience to God,

In this lesson we continue our study of Hag
gals challenge o God's people to complete the
rebuilding of the temple. Following a plan &
essential in rebuilding a temple (or any stus
ture: for that matter), But God's people: akao
neededts embrace his plan for rebuilding thei
lives andshaping them according to his master
design. Leawving captivity in Babylonto return-to
the Promised Land was an important step
leaving spirtual captivity ta return o God was
another,

The lans concerning the traremission of purity
and impurity, which are part of Haggals mes-
sage, were for the beneft of Gods people,
These laws were meant to emphasize that im-
purity or defilement 5 much easier to trtarsmit
than purity ar holiness, The principle s that one
maintains purity by separation; defilernent re
sults from exposure tothatwhich & defiled.

lmpurity seens to floursh in 50 many areas of
Iife today. One of the great ironies of medemn
society is that people can become so passion

Ve (N g |
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Church School Lessnn' Overview — June 2014

A vniried o aipe W)

ate about Keeping water, air, and foad free from
contamination, yet exhibit an alarming apathy
regarding moral and spiitual purity. God has
akways been concemed that his people—
whether in Old or Mew Testament times—Iwe
pure lives.

June 22, 2094

Lessan Title: Hope for a New Day
Lesson Scripture: Mehemiah 7!1-7;
2:30-23; Zechariah <

Frint: Hagoai 2:23; Zechariah 4:1-3, & 14
Tentative Devotional Songs: #4684 [; 77, and
#2243

Key Verses: So he said to me, "The & the
word of the Loro to Zerubbabel: "Net by might
nor by power, but by my Spirt,' says the Loro
Almighty” (Ze chariah <@,

Application: To make t our practice to re-
spond guickl and willinghy to the Lord and the
words that He sends us.

Haggai

This lesson 5 the last in thie unt of studies that
focuses on the rehuilding of the temple in the
post-exilic period of Old Testament history
Mest of the lesson text comes from the book of
Zechariah, who was a contemporary of Haggai
Lke Haggai, Zechariah encouraged Gods peo-
ple to faithfulness in completing the rebuilding
of the temple project that had been on hold for
some 18 vears. The day of victary and achieve:
rent would come anly by mears of a day- by-
day devition to carnying out God's plan.

If & elear that this second temple will not pos-
gess the grandeur of Solomen's renocwned tem-
ple. But those engaged in the impordant tashk of
rebuilding do pessess the mest impertant
"Building material' of all: the power af the Spirt
of God This will more than compensate for

whatever material resources or manpower the-

peopleseem to ladk as they rebuild,

Onee the obstacles represented by the moun-
fain are leveled, Zerubbabel & then pictured as
bringing out the capstone. This & the topmost
stone, the last stone to be set in place. When
the & done, the building & finghed! Ths step
will ke accompanied by ashouteftriumph: God
hese it God ess !

Jupe 23 2014

Lesson Title: Pursue Unity in Christ

Lesson Scripture; 1 Carinthians 1.10- 17, 3:1-17
Print: 1 Cerinthians 1:10-17; 1 Carinthiars 394
]

Tentative Devotional Songs: #525 []: " This Lit-
tle Light of Ming", and #243 ]

Hey “erses; "| appeal to you, brothers and
sigters, in the name of sur Lord Jesus Christ,
that all af you agree with sne another in what
you say and that there be no divisions among
you, but that vou be perfectly united in mind
andthought," {1 C arinthians 1;103,
Applicgtion: To see opurselves as one with
all people Wwhe own Christ as Saviour and
Lard,

Fauls secontd missionary journey began as a
trip to wisit the congregations he had planted
on hie fimtjourney. After doing o, the restless
Faul desired 1o move on 1o new territory with
the message: of the gospel God influenced
Pauls itinerary through a wision that directed
him o cross the Aegean Sea to the region
krown as Macedonia. He eventually arrved in
Corinth in about AD 52, where he remained for
some 18 menths, Ceorinth was a busy and
wee althy center of rade in Pauls day, a cosme
politan city with residents from manmy regions, It
wias a place of lax morals and influertial pagan
religions.

Paul desires unity in the Corinthian church in
what the people say and do. Unity in the
church iz desirable both for the peace af the
congregaton and the effectiveness of ite mes-
sage to unbelievers. The & God's deal

While the exact causes af the divisions. armong
the Corimthians are urknownto us, our lesson
gives us the mames of four individuak who
weere: used as rallving cries: Paul, &pollos,
Cephas, and Christ Using a |ithe imagination,
lets corsider what these factiors  within the
Carinthian church might have looked llke and
see if they mateh with any groups in our swn
Experience

These who claimed te follow Paul might have
been the original convers of the apostle, the
charter members. Perhaps they wanted a
church frazen intime, unchanged from the day
Paul left. Begause aof their tenure, this group
had great influence, so their resstance to
change dominated

Those zaid to follow &pollos perhaps were
cormernts who came into the church after Paul
left and Apollos arrived. The bhadkground of
Apollos was Alexandria, 5o he did things differ
ently fram Paul, who was from Tarsus. Apollos
had a different preaching style.
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About St. John Members

Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins

We are proud of Youl

i wyou are retiring in 2014 er graduating on er befare
June 15,2014, please sign the sign-up sheet outside

of the church office and complete the Graduate/R etiree
farm.

Please leave the form in the church office by May 25,
The celebrationwill be keld on Friday, June 27,

Go Gr

Watering vour lawn andlandscape plants can ascount
far 20-50% of wour wataring LIl during summes
manths. K has been estimatad that a rain barrel oan
save a homeowne! as mueh as 1000 pallons of water-
ing cwer the couse ef a year, depending en barrel
plagement, size and e One inch of rain en & S00
square foot reof can collect 300 gallers of water,”

" Grean Tips for May, TREeC OLOGY

REMEMEER OUR MILITARY

2LT Butler, Chrigtapher P.
TF Ceasar ITF Guardian
APO, AF D355

ABE Jos=ph, Dasha

230 Chevalier Field Ave.
BHS George Washington
Pensacola, FL 32508-5151

Aease emembar 5t Jobn s m itary Smilyman bars
by sending cands or e emindes ofkom e, Heep
(EF L = Sp——— them i your daily prayers,

H you knew of any member of the St John family whe
has a loved one deploved overseas. as well as those
stationed in the US, please contact amy AMEN staff
with their narme and address. Wou may ako e-mail the
comact information to stjohnameh@aol. com.
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St John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

May 17, 2044 Church School Day, 10:00 a.m.
PENTECQST
Jure &, 2014 Evening Worship & 5t. John, B:30p.m,
June &, 2014 Fentecost 2014, Alabama State University, Mortgemery, Slabama
Jume 9-12, 3014 Yacation Bible School  G:00 p.m., nightly
durme 13-4, 2014 SBHE Church School Conmvention, Payne Chapel,

Bitmingham, Alabama

June 20-21, 2014 Women's R reat
The R everend &gnes Lover, Guest Preacher and W otk shop Faciltator
The Reverend Sheryl Shipman, Guest Warkshop Facilitator

June 27, 2014 Grad ua efRetires Recognition, 6:30 p.m,

Jume 25, 2014 Waman's Day, 10:00 am,

July 14-42, 2014 Menr's Retrea

July 24-24, 2014 Mirth District CEC and Minister's Training & Troy University

That if you confesz with yourmouth, *Jesus is Lo * and believe in yowr heart

IMDNIC that God raized kim from the dead | you will be saved . Romans 10:9
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Pastor's Message

Dedicated Dads

In his defense Jesus said to them,
‘My Father is always at his work to this
very day, and | too am working.”

-Jonn&17

Thie maonth, we salute dads everywhere. Faor dads — and "other-dads” whe step in — giving love,
Pariar Paiok O, Clavhim, A0 prayer, wisdom, guidance, caorrection, focus, opperdunity, support, care, pretection, provision,
' time, attention, and affection to their children — 5t John prases God for all that you do! Dads,
granddads, great-granddads, play dads, uncles, brathers, male cousirs, male caretakers, mister
from across the steet who was kind and protective, and that male presence who came in just
whenwe needed him most —takie a bow! We honor yvours acrifices and labor of lowve for your K ids:
Al of your children —in addition to your spouses (forthose maried fathesh, family, and friends —
say "THANK YOU FOR BEING DEDICATED D ADS!"

In addition to this salute, we offer prayer for all of thase who missed a fatherly presence in their
lives, Some grew upwithowt a dad hecause dad waked avay or was locked anay in jail, There
are some who missed much time with their fathers' because empleyment kept them out of the
house, Cthers missed the paternal presence because dad died garly intheir lives. Still others had
the physical presence of their dads, but thoze dads were absent emotionally and s piritually. There
are some who were abused by their dads —abused physically, emotionally, orspirtually. We al
50 pray for these who have unheaklhy relationships with their fathems; far these who miss their
fathers due to death; for those whe hunger for @ better relations hip with their fathers; and for
those who are insearch for their fathers., We even pray for the fathes who have fallen short., We
pray farthose dads who have not been dedicated in taking care of their families and their respon
sibilities. We pray forthose dads whe want another chance and for these who have turned their
backs permanently. We pray for the fathers wha have lost children, |n all these cases, we pray to
God for healing, restoration and mercy,

God, we liftup the fatherless. We recognize what your Word says — when our fathers forsake us,
ou will lift us up! God, we thank You for being our tue Father. Thark Youfor being a dedicated
B aed. Thank ¥oufor all of Your blessings an our lives. Thark You for net allawing the absence left
by garthly fathers to keep amy of Your children fram reaching the destiny You've made for them.
Please heal the hurds of these grieving the loss of their fathers. Help them to honartheir fathers’'
legacies by living lives of truth and purpose. For those hurting beecause of abuse or neglect from
their fathers, we pray that You provide a supernatural support that will lead them to experience
the fatherly lave You intended for them — fromsome unexpected permon orexperience. For those
fathers whao are grieving the loss of their ehildren, Lord we pray for Yeour supermatural comfort
found in Your Hely Spirit. For the fathers who are estranged fram their children — for any reasan
— God help them to reconnect with their kids or, at least to have peace about their present cir
cumstances. We acknowledge that You have akways been there for . You have pravided, sus-

S e o i 2
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Pastor's Message

P I e R
tained, protected, and encouraged us. We thank “ou Lord fortaking care of us as our dedicated
Dad. InJesus’ name: &men.

Letit be known - Jesus declared that His Father & wolking and that He is stillwetking! | have no
idea wihat you may be geing through as you read this AMEN ; but, you mustknow that your He av
enly Father & working --- for vour geod, for your health, foryour family, for your finances, for your
vocation, for your peace, for your joy, for your dreams, for your hopes, and for your needs, God s
working! You may notsee b wou may not feel #; and you may not comprehend . Though that
may be the ease, it does notchange the werd of Jeswus — God & weiking! As a matter offact, Je-
sus 5 working, toa! Don't be discouraged and don't be afraid. God — & & dedicated Dad —is
wtking for yaul

Happy Fathers Dayl

| F » = &
: AMNE 'n

Wom el e b e T e

s “Pay

pL
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St. John Observes Memorial Day

at Church and in the Community
By James Heyward and Medra Wiz Danizl

Marjorie Reed presents information on Wallace Parham portrays Crispus Attucks.
Memoarial [ ay

On May 25, the Sunday before Memorial Day 2014, a special Memorial Day commemorative
presentation was made during each of the morning services. Wallace Parham portrayed Cris-
pus Attucks, an African American who was the first casualty of the Beston Mass acre, in Boston,
Massachusetls, and is widely considered to be the fist American casualty in the American Rev-
olutionary War. Ms. Marjarie Reed, a veteran, presented information on the history and ime
partance of ahkserving Memaorial Day, The iformation presented was adopted from'a presenta
tion made by Col, (Ret.) James O, Heyward and B printed below.

Criginally called Flag Day, MEMORIAL DAY & a time of remembrance of those whao
have died in our Mation's Service. It started in the south, which s a claim that has been
challenged by mary who insstthat the observance was inttiated in their respective
communities, Since 1858 communities all over the country have celebrated this day,
But it was President Lyndon Johreon, who in 1985 officially declared Waterlaa, N as
the hinthplage of Memarial D ay.

Regardless of where it startee, the fact s, the nation tapped into the human need to
honer the war dead. There are many ways Memaorial Day has been observed in the
past and sorme cortinue today, Many clozed businesses, had parades andiar public
programs, which most do not do anymore.

The: traditional ockservance of MEMORIAL DAY has diminshed over the vears. Howew-
er, there are mamy towns, cities, and individuals that have not forgotten the meaning
and reason for Memarial Day, ... JUST THINK OF THE SACRIF IC ES MANY OF OUR
MEHN AME WOMEN HAVE MADE TO KEEFP OUR WATION FREE AMDE FOR US TO
ENJOY THE FREEDOMS WE HAVE, Many PAID the ultimate s acrifice; They wrote a
chedk to this M ation with the ameount left blank. Marmy filled that blark with their lives,
When one thinks of the upheaval around the world or the nations with urstable govem-
ments, we can appreciate this great nation of ours. K began in 1770 in Boston, WM& with
Crepus Attucks, who & said to HAVE BEEEN the first personto lose his |fe at the hands
of British Soldiers in the American Revolutionary War,  Incidentally, he was a man of
colar and has joined our woiship senfice today "in spirt" threugh the characterzation
portrayed by Wallace Parham:

A fewi years ago, at Huntsville's Glermood Cemetery, a marker was placed at the grave
site for PWT John Reed Parter, who served inthe FirstAlabarma Cavalry during the C il

L Ml o e 4
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St. John Observes Memorial Day

at Church and in the Community
By James Heyward and Medra Wiz Danizl

¢ vt el v e -1

War. He was the great grandfather of 5t John member, Mrs, Sarah Alls, who as the
nexttokin, was presented the US flag at that ceremamy.

In 1251, the Boy Scouls of America in 51. Louis, MO began placing flags on the grave
sites of all veterars at selected cemeteries.

But, regardless of how you celebrate Memaorial Day, it s one of our mostsignificant na-
tigrnal holidays, We trustthat all of us have a greater appreciation of Memaorial Day and
for the sacrifices by those who gave their all, and returned home with broken badies,
broken minds or gave their lives and went hame earky to be with the Lerd.

MMay God bless the memory and legacy of the men and wornen of our &rmed Forces
who paid the ultimate PRICE.

LTS FELICIAY. CARTER 15 MEMORIAL DAY SPEAKER

The Boy Scout of Amerca 2014 Annual Memorial B ay Ceremony at Glenwood Cemetery fea
tured Lieutenant Colenel (LTS Felicia ', Carter, of the W5 States
Armry Beserve: Support Command, Redstone Arsenal, Alahama and
amember of 3t John AM.E, Church, The eeremony provides & fiting
tribute in honor of ourservice men and wamen who have made great

Carter's remarks included significant comments about the history of
Memarial Day, the early years of Glenwood Cemetery and the signifi-
cgance it should hald inthe heark and minds of all Americars. She
1 also offered encouragement to the youthte seme their eountry and
hurmarkind, whether in the miltary or a8 civiliare inthe community,

LTC Garer 5 & graduate of Alabama ASM University and recened
her cammss ion through the ROTC Program as a Distinguished Wili-
tary Graduate. LTC Carter has a varied background of service; her
operational deployments include Operatisn Enduring Freedom, Oper-
ation lragi Freedom and Operation Mew Dawn. She retired from milk
tary service on May31, 2014,

The WS, Arrmy Materiel Command Band
Brass Cuirtet provided appropriate music
for the Ceremony, The pragram ended with
Taps and a proper miltary salute. The Bay
Scout placed flags on the giaves of all
veterars huried at the cemetery,

Fublic attendance B akways welcome in
order to help reflect and honor those veter-
ans who have passed on, but gave so
rmuch totheir country and helped to secure
the fieedoms that we currently enjoy.

These two events served as a reminder of
the sacrifices that were made te make pos-
siblethe freedom Americans enjoy daily.

LTS Carter and*Col, (Pet) Heydiard dterthe 1'_1r|.ir.-e -
P9 ] -
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A Father's Love
By Tawanda Buford

The righteoss who walks in Kz integrity— blecsed are Wz children after him |
FProwerbs 2T

Dad, Daddy, Father, Papa....., hewewver we call him, our father & the fist man in eur life, whether
bioy or girl. & father, along with the mother, has the oppartunity for a positive influence over the life
of their child, and has a unigue task of shaping and molding the child's personal development..
Fathers play a piwvotal role of being a provider, protector, moral leader, and serve as the GOD-
GIWEN spirtual head of the famiby.

Often we -may witness a father throwing a foothall to his athleticsen or daughter, which shons a
strong emotional connection and indicates he i active in the Ife of the child. Also, we may wit
ness a father smiling as he watches his little girl or boy play at her ar his fist piane recital,. A4
child's firstmale role model is usually hisfher dad.

When one thinks ofthe qualities of a good father, they may reflect on those fathers who
Will actively play = ports with their child justfor the enjoyment and guality time;
Will havve a forgiving heartwhen he knows his child has done wrong;
Will hevve s much patience while teaching his child to drive a car;
Will cry apenly while walking ke daughter dowrn the aislete marny;

Will encourage their child that they can do it, because all things are possible.

Ax we celebrate Father's Day, take time outto express gratitude and show appreciation and love
to fathers all ever while fostering paternal bonds.

What Makes a Dad

o,
oo took the strength of a mourntain, '_/{‘ e
The majesty of a tree, ¥

-

Thewarmth of a summersun, ' -
The-calm of a quiet sea, a- f . arp
The generoussoul of nature, L, B _}
The comforting arm af night,

Thewisdom of the ages, 93 y

The pomer of the sagle's flight, '

The joy of a morminginspring,

The faith of a mustard seed,

The patience of eternity,

The depth of a family need,

Then zod combined these gualities,

When there was nothing moreto add,

He knew His masterpiece was complete,
Andso, He called it ... Dad

- Author Unknown
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Plans Being Made for
Women's Day 2014

‘Wamen's Day 2014 will be held on Sunday,
dune 29 at 10:00 s.m: The guest preacher
will be the Reverend Doctor Caralyn Knight of
Atlanta, Georgia,

The Women's Chair will consist ef women wha
are active in one of the St. John chairs az well
a ethars who have a gift for singing. Re
hearsak will be held June 19 and June 38 at
6:00 p.m.

Mark your calendar nowe for June 28 and plan
ta be amaong those who will celebrate wamen
on this special day!

Women's Ministry Tid-bit!

Lifting ©thers Lip

There s something deep within each of us that
loves to be first, to win, "o be in" We &lbow up
through degrees, tiles, possessions, rights,
priviieges, connections, seniority and the lke.

Writer Jan Carlberg asks what then? She
wirites, "God doesn't separate us from those
who are |lower on the totem pole than we are,
He telk us to pull them up with us." God says
we are to "Love him as woursel, for you were
gliers in Egypt. | amthe LORD your God.” Le-
viticus 1834

Do youlk now someane who needs a Iift today™

Special Service to Honor
Graduates and Retirees

Aspecial service will be held on Friday =wen-
ing, Jurme 27, to honor St John members
whe graduated from high schosl, college andf
or received advanced degrees this year, Retir-
ees will alko be honored. Please attend this
special service to acknowledge and celebrate
the accompliEhments of members of the
chureh.

AME Proud

The nesnly sslected prestdent of the NAACP
the Reverend Correll Breoks, is an Rinerart
Elder inthe AME Church, He has pastored
inthe Washingon Conference in the Sacond
Episcopal District, He is known for his wark
a5 a =ocal justice-adivist. His former bishop,
Bishop Adan J. Richardson cescibed him
a5 .‘a preacher (spelled with @ capital-PY" in
an editorial in The Chrigian Recarder

Congraulations o the Rewerend Comell

Online Giving Is Easy

1. Use ywour PayPal account to send directhy
ta S5t John a e-mail  address
stishnameh@aolcom. Transfer from your
banking account and specify donpate
friends and family. THIE IS THE PRE
FERRED METHIZD OF OMUME &IWVING

2, Slmpl'gr gu t-:n the St Ju:lhn AMES wels ite

e e | then click on
Dnllne E-ru'lng Follow thE instructions
from there

Go Green

Suppart local farmers by purchasing locally
grown fruits and wvepetables Plan  mends
alound foods that ae inseasan,

Men's Day

Juby 13, 2014
1000 a.rm.

The Reverend Bobby Cox, Guest Preache
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Habitat Build 2014 Nears Completion

This years Habitat for Humanity Spring Build draves o a close. St John B partnering with St
Matthew, United Church of Hunlville, Aldersgate United Methodit, First Preshyterian, The
Church-ofthe Mativity, and First Shristian © hurch, Persons interested in serving onthis ministry
should report to the work site on the scheduled dates and times.

Here & the most recent schedule. Wok hours are 7 am to 2 priv daily with a break =t noon far
lunch. St Johnwill previde lunch on June 22

SCHEDULE FOR 2014 HABITAT HOUSE
2508 Srmall Brook Circle

DATE DAY ACTIVITY

June 17, 18, 21 Tue, Thums, Sat Paintwalls, install s hutters, install underlayment,
June24 28,28  Tue, Thurs, Sat Clean floors and windoss | install wimgl tile; landscape,
duly 1,3, & Tue, Thurs, Sat Install and paint interior doas and frim, install cabinets,

and electrical fixtiures.

Julyg, 10,12 Tue, Thurs, Sat Install closet hardware, windowl blinds, bathreom
ACCESS OLES
duly 15, 17, 18 Tue, Thurs, Sat Catch up woik, touch up paint clean and wax floors.

July 22, 24, 2% Tue, Thurs, Sat Werk punch lst, DEDICATION CEREMON Y,
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St. John Congratulates Students for 2014 Honors

Alicia Brovwwniow
¢ A-B Honar Rall
¢ Yearbook Staff

% MNational Technology Honors
Society

Cestines Buford
& A Honor Raoll
¢ Perfect Atendance

Devin Buford
¢ Perfect Atendance

Jared Burns
% B Honaor Roll
¢ Perfect Attendance
2 Top SGFin Star Reading
¢ Dutstanding Achiewvement in Read-
ing
¢ Good Chzers hip Award

Chelsea Cater

¢ A-B Honer Rell

¢ 3rd Place High School Gheerleader
Regianal Com petition

¢  Sth Place High School G heerleader
State Competition

¢ Qualified for Indoor Track and Field
far girls 80 meterd00 meter events

& 3rd Place Medal for Girks 4100
meter relay at Hunkwville Panthers
Invitational Event

¢ Coerfifie ate of Scholastic Achisve-
ment at 2074 High School Hanars
Convacation

Michag James Clark

A-B Honar Rall

& st place Science F air (Sth grade)

¥ Eelected to attend Youth Leader-
= hip Program in'Washington B.C.

¢  Recycle project particip ant award

¢ Spelling and Science Awards

¢ Graduated Sth Grade at First Mis-
sjonary Baptist COC & Academy

L

Patrick Clayborr, |l
¢ A Honar Roll
Athletic Award
Character Award
Musio Award
Science Fair Participation
AR Reading Honors

Le I R S

Anthony Harbin
¢ A HonorRall
2 2nd plage for AR reading in <h

grade

2 Prezidential Awardfor Ascore on
ACT ASFPIRE

& Scored B2 on Benchmark Reading
Test

De'Shaun Harden

¢ Star Reader (improved fram 1st
grade to <th grade level)

Hennedy Harris

2 A-B Honor Rall

& Student Government Association

9 2013-2014 Delta GEM

& 2013 5ummer Leadership Acade
my at Tiskegee University (2nd
Place Female Leadership Swward
Recipient)

¢ 2013 CETPS STEM Camp at
AANU (Placed in four award cate-
garies)

¢ 2074 Delta Honore Convacation
Schaolar

& 2014 NSFfAAMU HBC U-UP Fro
ject Summer Bridge Program Finak
ist

& 2014 UShA AfriTrekfSciTrek
Tuskegee Summer Program Finak
ist

Cayon Mayes
¢  A-B Honor Raoll
2 Graduated Kindergarten at Union
ChapelChristian Azademy

Isaiah Mayes
O Graduated K=< Program at Union
Chapel Chrigtian Academy

Fobyn Sanderson
O Completed K-4 Program at Harvest
Baptist Church G0C

Janise Williams

2 Honer Roll

¢ Mest Improved in Reading/Math
9 Good Citzenship Award
i

Math fact in aflash completion of
41 levels

Six Flags Read to. Bucceed Award
hath Achieve ment A ard

L]
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90+ Auxiliary: Catching the Vision

By hdattie Exell

Commentators from leftto rght, Cawid Person, Preston Foster, Stephen Foster, Kenmeth gnderson, Or.,
Oarrell Ezell, and Or. Keith A Burton.

When the Reverend D Patrick Claybom came to 5t John AME Chureh abouwt three years ago,
he had a wiion for the church and invited all members, boards, minkties, and auxiliaries to
share that vision with hirm. The 80+ Awxiliary, representing about one-half of the seniors in the
church, is proudly catehing and embiracing the vision, A the 50+ &uxiliary plans each manthhy
meeting, they move closer to the vision with captivating pragrams while keeping their focus on
being good disciples. What better wayto embrace-the vision further than by hosting the first ever
live audience taping ef 2nd Shanece, a local radio show!

Cn Monday, June 2 at 10:00 am, the 80+ Auxiliany hosted the first ever live audience taping of
Znd Chanee, "Whats Going On? radio broadeast at 5t Jahn, W, Kenmeth Andeson, Host/
Producer of 2Znd Chance WJOUW20.1 FM and his very knowledgeable fist Sunday cornmentators
participated admirably in this first ever road taping. The commentators were Dr. Keith Burton,
directar of Cakwood University hMuslim - &dventist Relations; Cr. Barrell Ezell, author of Seyond
Cairo and Program Director of Intedfaith Action. Claremont Lincoin U niversity; br. Preston Foster,
former White House fellew and a poliical science instructor at Odowood U niversity; Mr. Stephen
Foster, columnistand klogger, and W David Person, USA Today contributar and HostProducer
ef WEUP Tab:

In addition, Ms. Sharon Hicks, a magnificentvocalist, sang "To God Be the Glory” and Ms. Sher-
rill Amber Humphrey, a local actress, peformed a beautiful, spirtual, dramatic monolo guewhich
this wiriter entitled "Buddy” What a blessing!

In fact, God blessed this program from the inception of the idea until everyone left stuffed from
the best lunchean foods ever.

Jezsws k& expanding St. Joho's territory and the S0H Auxiliary is, indeed, grateful o be a part of
this expansion. With the leadership being provided by the R everend Doctor Patride Clayborn and
his wife, the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, Jesus' woerck and programs are touching lives.

Stay tuned for a repeat:
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ON BEHALF OF Pastor Patrick D. Clayborn, Rev. Sheriand Medra MeDaniel (Pentecost Plan-
ning Committee): Thank you for your participation in  Pentecost Explesion 2014

THANK ¥0OU to everyone kwho sacrificed time, money, and energy to attend the PENTECOST
EXPLOSION in Mermtgomerny, Alabama en June 8. Your desire to have wour heart filled with the
Word of God in a historic joint service of Methodists fram across our state will surely be reward
ed!

AWERY SPECIAL THANK. ¥ OU to the Stewards who led the organization of 5t-John's attend
ance and participation; Hodges Washington {armangements for the chartered bus and meal at
Golden Corral), Adrienne P-K Washington (arrangerments for snacdis, water and return meal),
Pam Whitehead (chartered bus coordinator), Guy Ginn{managing the ticket spreadsheet andthe
coordination of the St. John participants’ bus), Willie Sandifer fehurch bus driver), Thank you to
Reginald Peason for coordinating all ehoir reheamsals, Jennifer Pattersen for coordinating the
dancers, Darwin Washington, photgrapher, Eddie Whitehead, bus coordinator, and everyone
who purchased tickets, especially these who could not attend but donated them back 1o the core
gregation. St. John was well represented at the Pentecost Explosion, Choir members were
CGharkie Brooks, Reginald Peason, Donnie Thompsen, Edna Owens, Brenda Mack, Eleanor
Burnetf Rosemary Wells and Guy Ginn. Ushers framrthe Sorms of Allen were Bill Williams, Glenn
Pippen, and Garl Lews. Dancers and flaggers. were Jennifer Patterson, Kaithen MeSlung, Wak
lace Parham, ®avier Rembert,. and Korea Brunner. Kids Zone volunteers were. Lauretta Teague,
Cir. Thalia Love Brown, the R everend Dennis D eLoach, and Lorraine Parham, The special needs
team included Paulette Williams, Elijah Wikon, Kenneth Parham, Walter Jenkins, and Aaron
Doudley,

Thark wou Humbsville sporsors Alabama A&M University and Marshall England, State Farm@
Insurance Agent.

Thank yaou St John for your prayers and suppart!
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THESTH EFISEOPALDISTRIZT

OF THE
AFRICIAN METHODIST EFISC OPAL CHURECH
James Levert Davis, Servant Bshop
B
Arelis B. Davis, WE Supervisor
Present
FPENTECOST EXPLOSION, 2014

By G harkie Brooks

Excitement rang throughout the Minth, months in advance until its culmination a= plans from the
Epcopal Office to every church began in preparation afthe jubilant Pentecost Explozion 2014,
Focus prayers and fasting were infused into every leader and member eof the Ditricl, Servant
Bishop and Mother Arelis of the AMEG; Behop Dennie W Proctor, Presiding Prelate of Alabamal
Flarida Ristrict of the AMEZC and Bishop Teresa E. Snartan, Presiding Prelate of the 5th Episco-

pal District of the CMEC, joined to form a team to bring a new thing to their congregants and this
celebration.

What &8 Pentecest? According tothe book of &ctk, the church came into being onthe day af Per
tecost As 120 worshippers, incliding the D isciples, were fasting and praying in an upper reom in
Jerusalem, the Haoly Spirit descended onthem in a vialent rushing wind that was heard through
out the city. Small flames [k e fires rested upon their heads andthey begantospeak in other lar
guages. As crowds came to investigate the commotion, the Apestle Peter spoie ta them about
Jesus and exhorted them to repent. Fram the crowd of Jews and converk, 3,000 realzed the
truth of his wards and become followers of Jesus.

The dynamic Pentecost Explosion was held with thes e three collabeorating sister deminations on
the beawtiful campus of Alabama State University-Homet Stadium, Mormtgomery, Alabama, June
B, W14, This vear's theme was "Over Flen — Catch the Fire” The mix of red (AME and CMEs
wore read) and gold (AWM EZs wiore gold) made a beautiful representation of the fire. A5 thousands
of attendees began to enter to warship, the choir, orchestra and band along with 200 prase danc
ers rendered Pre-Praise Worship, Video recorded greetings filled the stadium as the growing
crowd turned their atention to the huge screen to receive welcomes from the Meantgomery mayor
and bishops of the three denominations, Greetings were ako extended by the Prezident of Al
bara State, D, Gwendolyn Boyd, Afterthe “Why Are We Here” and other ach nowledgements,
the “Anthem of Praise” with the: Mass Choir and prase dancers drew the amassing crowd onta
standing feet.

The fire, already ignited, gained strength as prayer was offered by the Reverend Sammie Nelms
and scripture was read in unison by readers in French, Spanish, Luganda, Tswana, Sotho, Zulu
and Bedi After the offering and special words by Bishop Denns . Proctar, the congregation
heard and sang along with special guest recording artist and Grammy Winner, Mr. Earnest Pugh.
Thewershippers, forthe moment, forgot the heat of the day and exploded with applause for the

L e o g LT
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1 beautiful music he shared.

The =stage was. completely
et to then receive the Holy
Ghost filed guest preacher,
Beshop Paul 5. Morten. Hi
chosen text was Philippians
3:1 and the serman topic
was "Power of The Resur
rection.” Bshop Morton stat
| =d that Paul wanted 1o linow
clearly what this Fower of
the Resunected Christ was,
Matthewd 1618 states, "And
|'will gpive unto thee the keys
of the kingdam of heaven;
and whatsoever thou shatt
bind on earthshall be bound
in heaven: and whatsosver
thou shall loose an earth
shall be loesed in heaven."
Bishop Moron illustrated by
W sharing that he gives, at
appropriate ages, keyws to
d hiz horme ta hie children
{heirs). He explains to them
instructiors they should fok
=4 lowe a5 owners of @ these
| keys: (1) Da notlese the keys of our home, Our possessions are housed there. (2) Da not give
the keys to others. These are for our family, some do not have our values. Even with these spe
cific instructiors, hesaid that all of hie children losttheir Keys. The lesson was "vou stand outside
your awn home, peeking in & astangerwhen you can't get in,” Worshipes were reminded not
to lose theirkeys or powerto the kingdom. The preacher stated that “toa mamy can anly get inthe
lobby." Jesus holds the key to healing for H & was slain for our iniquities, On the day of Pentecost
we received the power of the Holy Spirt This & a power that no one can steal He concluded
with & rousing rendition of his powerfulsong, "Openthe Flood Gates of H eaven, Let it Rain”

The Invitation to DEcipleship was given to a fiery stadium of weorshippers by St John's own, D
Fatrick Clayborn. As the heat drove all toshelter, they were heard to exclaim, "What a wonderful
experience, what a joyous time "

The committees were numerous and all deserve accolades for an unforgetable worship expert
gnce, Specialthanks to @l planners, especially the core committee chairperson, Seter Medra
helaniel of 5. John AMEC , Huntsville, Thank you Sieter Medra!
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A Pillar of the

Church Memorialized
By lames O, Heyward

A pillar af the shurch, M. Arthur A,
Burks, Sr., was memorialzed May 9,
2074 The hemegoing services for Mi,
Burks were held at 5t John and offick
ated by Pastor Patrick Claybom, whe
provided a3 meaningful eulagy on love
and service. Mr. Bukks was a faithful
and loyal member of St John, served
on the Steward Board far many years,
and was an active membhber of the Fifty-
Plus Auxiliary.

Mr. Butcs was a native &labamian and
attended public schaols in Mortgomery
County, Alabama. He was a graduate
of Alabarma ASM University, He was
an  outstanding edueator, having
served as hasketball coach, teacher
and principal at Bibb County High
Sehoal far many years. In 1868, he joined the
staff at his Alma Mater and subsequently re-
tired in 1884 as WP for University Relations. In
fact, the popular current loge wed by Alabama
AW Univers ity was designed by Wi Burks:
He akao semwed the Unvesity as liason to the
Gtate Legslature in Montgomery, He was well
known and respected around the state. He
wioreed tirelesshy a8 an administrator and he
loved his Alma Mater. He professional service
memberships included the Kiwanis GClub, the
American Lung Assoeiation and the Children's
Advocacy Center,

During the semwvice, autstanding remakis and a
resolution highlighting his service to the Unk
versity, the community and his: church were
given by Dr, Andrew Hugine, President Ala-
bama ASM University, Mrs. Carol Drake-Harris
former Azsigtant and Secretary; W William
Bell; and Cel (Ret) James O, Heyward, long-
time friend and church member. This giant,
peaceful, dignified man touched the lves of

almeost everyone who attended the service. |

The love and respectwas evident. There were
marn men who patterned their activities after
filr. Bulcs,

fdr. Buks was 3 devoted hushand, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. He & s uk
wived by his wife, Atonette; a3 son, Arthur, Jr., 3
daughter, Brends Buris-Evans; five grandchik
dren, and eight great grandchildren. His legacy
of love, respect, and service will endure forew

ET.

Soup Kitchen Corner

"PRAY WITHOUT
CEASING"
1 Thessalonians 5:15

What warm, pgentle
words written by Paul
the Apostle in his let
ter to the Thessaloni
ans, encouraging and
reassuring them as
they waited for the
return af Jdesus
Christ. This  tender
dire etive reminds
many of the leve of
their mothers®  and
fathers that they still

treasure today,

As-ths minsty opens the St.dohn Soup Kitch-
en wvice monthhy, they bring forth basic beliefs
ta show love foi their brothers and sisters.
They hear the voices of their mothers and fa-
thers reminding them to work hard and then ga
the extra mile for a perfect stranper and to help
someone else along the way,

Their warcs remembered sa wividly, during
May (Mother's [ ay) and June (Father's D ay),
were to live in peace with one another—o for-

gwe enemies, to bring love where there & ha-

tred, light where thereis dak ness. Because of
the faith instilled in many persons, they contin-
ue to feed these less fortunate and to bring
goodto the less fortunate neighb ors.

The Soup Kitchen for the menth of May served
two hundred fitty meak (Mother's Bay) and
articipate serving that marmy for June (Father's

Brayd.

Rejoice and pray without ceasing that this min-
Etry will continue ta bless and bring joy ta all
whom theysemwe.

CHURCH PICME—ALIG LIST 16th
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In 'Memnr\; of
Mr. Larry Stanley

On April 22, 2014, Saint John
and the Sons of Allen (S04) lost
a very special member. Brother
Larry Stanley was a wery special
person and a very active mem-
ber of the church and the Sons
of Allen. Although Wi Stanley
had only been a member of St
John for a year, it seemed as
though he had akways heen
here.

Immediately after joining the
church, he made himselfknown to mamy mem-
bers and became active in several mingtries.
He paricipated in the Voices in Prase Chair,
the Male Chorus and the Drama Ministy, He
was a faithful member of the media minsty
and the Sors of Allen. K. Stanley regularly
attend Bikile Study Church School,

The Sors of Allen highlighted some of the wark
done by Wi Stanley in @ resolution that was
read &t the homegeing service, The resolution
included the folloawing statemernts, From the
time he became a mernber of S04, he sought
resporsibility andwas eagerto make himsel
useful. He was a dedicatéd community leader
in coordinating the annual Sons of Allen
Tharksgiving Food Bazket outreach that feeds
families in need within the North Alabama Re
gion and he was the lead member in organiz
‘ing and assisting with the distribution of the
food baskes. Brother Larry Stanley was an
important factor in assisting with the Sons of
Allen Annual Men's Retreat where men in
Christ threughowt the HuntsvillefMadieon area
gather to fellowship and discuss the work of
God for the purpose of begoming better foll ow-
ers, stewards, fathers, husbands, parents,
teachers, and recognizing that Ged & aur
earthly and heavenly F ather;

M. Stanley & greatly missed by his church
family, his wife, Templena Stanley, father, |
brother, children and grandchildren.

Blessed is Hhe m an who does not walin the

cowns! ofdre wicked orsand inthe wayof

simners orsit o the seatofmockess. his

detight is inthe law ol the LORD, and on kis
faw he mediaes dayand might
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MS Walk 2014 Team Extends Thanks

By Pat Grier

|
i - ':.'
L

Huritsville's ‘PJ's Partners' team pictured abowe: From kt.to right: Lomaine Parham, Pat Grer, Kenneth
Parham, Phyllis Barrett, Lillie Rivers, Lula Rochelle, Agnes Gilmore, (font) David and Jonathan Bailey.

Warlows members of the 'PJ's Partnes’ Team paticipated in MS Waks in Dothan on March 8th, in
Tampa an April 26", and here in Huntsville on May 3", The Dothan MS Wak was held at West
gate Park; the Tampa M2 Wak was held atthe Lowry Pak Zoo and the Hunkville. MZ Wak was
held at the Botanical Garders. For the 25" year theteam had the opp arbunity to participate in this
M activity to raise funds for research and M3 patientsuppodservices.

M5 iz a8 chronic, often disabling dsease that attacks the central nervous system (CHNELY  Symp-
tors may be mild, such a8 numbnezs in the limbs; or severe, such as paralsis or less of vision.
The progress, s everity, and specific symptorms of ME are unpredictable and vary from one persaon
to ancther, A significant portion of the funds raised from the WS Waks go toward the research
for new treatments and for hopefully ene day soon finding a cure for MS and for support of ser-
vices for M5 patients,

The 'Pl's Partners’ team extends a graclous thark you to all of you for your generous contribu-
fions and support of thie annual tearm actviby and fundraiser. Thanks ta your support, the "Pl's
Partners' team will be ranked in the top five far both the D othan and Hunmtsville MS Waks for
funds rased. The 'PJ's Parners' team members paticipating this yvear were Agnes Gilmare,
dadkie Grier, Vellny Grier, Pat Grier, Bonnie Inmen, Kenneth Parham, Lorraing Parham, and Phyk
lis Barrett. Joining the team here in"Huntsville this vear were Lillie Rivers and Lula Rochelle.
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VBS: Trending at St. John

"The Jeswus Connection... Whata Friend" was
trending &t 5t John June S-12, 2014 Leok
for the full report in the next sEsue of the
AMEN

The lessars fram WBS will cortinue te be
taught over the next few weeks at Wednesday
Eible Study. Come sut each weeh to continue
the connection, WBS teachers will continue to
teach their class onWednesdaws at@00 pm,

What can 5i. John members do fo help?

As Christians, we all share in the spirtual
development for etermal life, in @ heavenly
house not made with hands while at the
same time we, the members and trustees of
St Jehn AME Chureh- Hunkville, ake share
the responsikility of temporal but earthly
heuses that are made with hands.

Dueto the increase in activities at the chureh,
it is helpful when ministries, boarde, arganiza
tiors and members who use the Lord's house
leave the premies in order and clean far the
next event or group ulilizing the same area.
Fresently, we do not have a full time mainte-
nance staff that can respond appropriately
after each event of facility usage; but with
everyone pitching in and taking a little re
sponsibility, this will certainly go a lang way in
achieving owur goak,

The following are simple rules based on com-

mon seme and showing respect for God and
others.

A enriminal dar e J 7

Technnln%y Tip

By Rlearda Wiliams

b
L0

shop Tech Etigquette 101

Many peeple find themsekes eften vsiting -a
coffee shop. The reason may be to mest
friiends, a business arangement or.simply to
drgpiim fer a eup af coffee Do you svel find
yourself trying to get woik er stidying dane at
your faverie coffes shap but cannot seem o
get-things deonefar various reasons? With =a
mamy tech ecommiters todaly, everyane should
HE & Eormimon eourtesy duning visits to the oof-
fee shop. ThE aiticle provides tips for "Tech
Etiguet” f&r sams commen sourtesies that
gan beused,

First, look at space. Knowling that people lketa
be eomforable while wsing their favarite teak
gadget at the coffes shop, one must unde-
stand that space & |imited and impetdant to
SH&RE. That i=s sorrest Share youl spage at
the caffeschop

Mext, ore mustdkE o have poner in arder-to Lse
e tech gatlgeE atthe coffeeshop. e knaan
that-almest all power outllets are taken when at
the 'eoffee:shop To prevent thiEe Esus, pur
chaze & emall poawer strip and kesp It in the
backpack or |laptop bag A 2 to 3 plug pawer
strip can be purchased &t a low price at any
stare-that carrles electronics. The power stip
can:also be shared amonpst otheis at the cof
fee shop.

Thirdly, know the tesh deviee's  gapahilites.
Essume thal thete B no kaskup paner of
charging wnit for your device, |f the devige has
four hours of battery lifeat afull eharge, then
aie can dim the LCD sereen ar throttle o oan
the EPU 1o exiened the Rattery e wihile at the
coffeeshop

Eemember these etiquette tips when using
Eeh devices at the eoffes shop to create a
pleasant experence for all wmers.
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Pre-Pentecost Service
Begins Spirit-filled
Weekend

shipservices were held a 630
pm at St John,  This service
was in preparation for Pente
cost and was held in plage of
= the normal Sunday  morning
1 wership s ervice.

' On Friday, June @, 2014, war-

Music was led by the 5t John
| Praise Ensemble and special
fzelectiors were rendered by
] the Inspirational Choir of First
Seventh-Day Advenrtis C hurch, underthe direc-
tlon of k. Cleveland Wikan.

Pastor Clayborn preached from the text Ack
21-4 and the sermon was entitled “Cross
Training: The Empty Place. His sermon cen
tered on the "empty place” in which the D Esck
ples found thenseles after Jesus' ascension.
To make it through the "empty places” in life,
Pastor Clayborn stated that ene must hang on,
ke in harmony with one anpother, and stay
where God assigns,

The sermon was a foundation on which one
could build as they prepared for Pentecost, the
caming of the Haoly Spirt. It prepared worship-
pers for the celebration that was. to come on
Pentecost Sunday.

St. John Welcomes
New Members

St Jdohn welcomes the following new mem-
hers who joined during the third guarter of
this conference year,

Jamela Bradferd

Willie Bradford

Korea Brunner

Tenecia Crawford [ &ffiliated)
Caleste Glmara

Sharon Hidks

Patrica Hall and

Tyrrell Hutchins (Afiliated)
Cial lie Ma di

Jecsika 5 White and children EaeJon and
Wedey Sims

Infant Baptismi &lani Vidoria Mangrum
We thank God forthe inoeass!

T TRUSTEE CORNER

R et o e (6

Horiarin Honors Us: Ifwe keep God's
commandments and honor the Lord's haoly
places, thenwe do honor to aurs elves as well

Clearliness is Mext to Godliness; Be certain
to keep the church clean as a way to honor
God. After church elasses ar church meals,
make certain that all chairs and tables are
where theyshould be and throw away all paper
in trash birs. Clean up after yourself in the
bathroom and cooperate with any other rules
of the church santation staff.

No Food, Bewverages or Chewing Gum inthe
Sanctuary. This is another way of respecting

the sanclity of God's howse. Use of these
terns & ton caswal in ehurch and runs the risk
of ruining church property and wasting tithes
made to God on repais that would not other-
wise be necessary. While the chewing gum
rule is sometimes broken, its use should be
kept to a minimum, and it should always be
disposed of properly (not under petws, in Bibles
or on other church property). Pleases do nol
allewy children to chewe gum in the sancuary,

Treatment of Church Bibles and Hymnals:
Bibkles and Hymnal that are placed in pess
are to betreated with care and respect. They
should not be written on or wed to dEpose of
gum: They are the propery of the church and
should mot be taien home. Let the church
leadership know if Bikles and Hymnals are in
need of repair.

Heep the Outside of the Church Building
: The oulside of the church
ieflects the inside of the church. Help make
certain that trash is picked up and that nothing
unsighthy mars the look of God's house.

Sugpestions and concemns are welcomed,
Mak:e your recommendations to the Tnetee
Board for any physical ehurch furnishings or
egquipment iterms that need repair, are not
working or has out lved its designed purpose,
Report these directly to any member of the
Trustee Board or vou can acquire a "Property

Maintenance Natification” form from the church
office.

You may ako contact the Trustee Board via
the website at stiohname-hsv.org. The Trustes
Caorner irformation as well a3 list of tustees
& posted on the site.
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Sickle Cell Anemia
By Rozmmary Wiklls

ITTy World Sickle CellDay i celebrated on June 18"; it & recognized globally and was created by

i = the United Matiors by resolution. This day & setasideto rase awareness ofthe dsease in the

1T world. In the United States, Sickle Cell Deease Awareness Monthis in September; it i notrec

e ognized in every state or globally, It & created by State representatives veoting to recognize i in

""':' i their individual state. World Sickle Cell Day and Sickle Cell Dseaze Anareness Manth are NOT
| * T - the same.

e it Mormally, a persen inherit two genes that tell the body to produee nomal hemoglabin A Cne

gene comes from each parent. © hildren with sickle cell dsease have two defective hermoglobin
S penes, one from each parent. People who inhert one defective hemoglobin & gene and one
narmal hemoglobin A gene have sickle eell trait. These people don't have symptoms of sickle
cell dsease, and their bodies don't make sidiled blood cels. But they have a 1-out-of2 (50%)
chance of passing the defective hemoglokin 5 geneto each of their children.

f both parents have sick le cell tramt, each of their children will have a 1-out-of-<4 {25%) chance: of
having sickle cell dsease. [f one parent has sickle celldbease (has two genes for making he
maglobin S) and the other has siddle cell rait{ has ang hemopglobin S gene and one normal he
moglakin & gene), each of their children will have a 1-out of-2 (50%) chance of having sickle
cel disease and a 1-out of-2 (S0%) chance of having sidkle cell trail. If orne parent has sick|e eell
disease (bwe hemopglobin 5 genes) and the other has twe hemoglobin & genes, each of their
children will have sickle celltrait. Mone of the children will have sick le cell dsease.

Feaple whos e ancestors were from Africa, India, the Middle
East, the Mediterranean (Tukey, Haly, Greece), and some
Latin American countries are more [Kebly'to inherit the gene
AN ESTIMATED 100,000 PEDPLE that can cause sickle cell disease. In the United States,

LIVE WITH SICKLE CELL DIEEASE abaut 2 000 children are born 2ach year with sickle cell dis-
IN THE LS AND MILLIDNS | EaEE.

AFFECTED GLOBALLY.

- Marmal red blood cells have & 120-day life span. But people
bormn withsickle cell dsease have sickle-zhaped blood cells
that usually live-na more than 20 days. These sickle celk
can get stuck in blood vessek, bloding vessek, and blocking blood flaw. Painful events (5 ickle
cell arisig) inthe hands or feet, stomach, back or chest are the most common symptams of sick-
le cell dsease: This pain canlastfrom hours to days, and can eccur rarely to often.

People with sidkle cell disease often have anemia, caused by a shortage of red blood cellk.
Anemia makies one feel weak and tired. People with sickle cell aneria may look pale orwashed
out Their skin and the whites aftheir gyes may have a yelloaish lods: {jaunedice].

Asimple blood test can show whether a person has sichle cell dis ease. Sidile cell dsease is
diagnosed when initial t=5ts show abnormal hemoeglobin, with more testing f nesded. A 5idle
cell test looks for sickle cell Trait and sickle cell dsease, Doctors can diagnose sickle cell dis-
ease befare a child is born (prenatally). Most states inthe United States sereen all newboms
for sigkle cell dseae along with ether commen disorders before they go home fram the hospie
tal. Couples who are at risk for passing onthis disease to theirchildren may want to tak with a
genetic counselor about prenatal testing,

Sickle cell dEease & an inherited blood disorder that & not preventable. Having sickle eell dis-
ease means 3 lifelong battle against the heatth problems it ¢an eawse, Treatment involves get-
fing routing tests to monitor heatth, managing pain events (crisis), and treating related heakth
problems as they arse. Many people are able to have a very good quality of life by learning to
manage the disease,

o-AUVARENESS AND ACTION WILL CHANGE A CURATIWE INTD & CTUREI
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2014

This month's reviews were written by Willie J,
Sandifer and Claudinette Purifoy-Fears (July
13

July 5,2014

Lesson Title: Glonfy God with your Body
Lesson Scripture: 1 Corinthians §:12-7.8

Frint: 1 Corinthiars G:12-20

Devotional Songs:#21 [, #272 [ and #£243 ]
Hey Yerse: "Deyod notknow that your body
s a temple of the Holy Spiit within yau, which
you have from Gad, and that yau are not your
enn? (1 Corinthians &:18%,

Paul tries to resohve conflictwhen pesors with
different morals and values think they are free
to do as they pleage, These folks thought they
were free to establish rulés that were outside
of the boundaries set by Jesus, They ower-
looked the fact that Christian disciples were
called to one faith, ane baptEem, and one God
who sets the garme plan for the actiors of all
helievers withoul exceptions |

In this lesson, the emphasis s still on the tem
ple, but the human temple, the body of the
believer. Paul urged the Corinthiare to have
reverance toward their bodies, lke the regard
they had for the physical termple. In the temple,
anly certain prescribed rikiak and ceremenies
were permitted. The believer & to restrict what
he&shie permits for hisfher body,

July 13, 2014

Lessan Title: Lowve Builds Up

Lesson Scripture: 1 Corinthians B

Print: Same

Devotional Songs: #361[] #251[]; and #243]
Hey “erse; "But take care that this liberty of
yours does notsomehow become a stumbling
hlock to the wieak” (1 Eorinthiars 8:87,

The lessen centers on the principles of love
and knowledge, Having dealt with their ques-
fiors aboutmarriage and singleness, Paul now
addreszes (in 1 Corinthiars chapters B-10) the
riext of their gquestiors regarding eating meat
that had been sacificed o idols. The meat
offered on pagan altars was usually divided
inta three portiors. One portion wes burnt in
honor af the god, ene portion was given o the
waors hipper to take hame and gat, and the third
portion was given to the priest, F the priest
chose not to eat his portion, he sold it at the
temple meat mad: et

The Esue rased many questions for the Corin
thian Christiare such as, can we eat meat pur-
chased at the temple meat maket or can
Christiare eat meat that was offered to idek™
Irstead of addressing the Esue of food, Paul
first talked akeout the principles of knowledge
and love. Christian behavior & founded on
love, not lk nowledge, and the goal of the Chris-
tian life & not knowledge, but lowe. Paul caw
tioned thatif persons think they know it all, they
redlly do notknow amthing. Therefore, people
should never he boastful and maie ethes feel
less than.

The Carinthian G hristians who felt free to e2at at
the pagan temple or eat food sacrificed to idols
may have hased their freedom on correct
knowledge (knowing that idels are nothing) and
that there & only one God. Paul asked the Co
rinthian Christians who kneaw there was nothing
to an idal to remember that not everyone
shared this knowledge And § someone be
liewed there was something to an idol, and they
ate - meat that had been s acrificed 1@ an idal,
their conscience, being wead, would be car
rupted,

“ou are notmore spirfual if you lk now idols are
nothing and feel a personal freedom to eatfood
sacrficed to idak (nether f we eat are we the
better). Mo ane 5 legs spirtual for abstaining
fram food sacrificed to idak. This & the very
paint where most stumble In EBsues relevant to
Christian liberty (zuch as movies, drirking, mu
sig, or televiion). They assume that one
stance or another B evidence of greater or
lesser spiritu ality.

Faul reminds us that love & the key to Chiis-
tian behaviar, Therefore, it would be better not

to eat food, even if your consciousness allows,
than to lead a fellow & hristian to sin.

duly 20, 2014

Lesson Title: Overcoming Temptation
Lesson Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:1-22

Frint 1 Corinthians 10:12-22

Tentative Devotional Songs: &4713[; #2588 [,
and #2443 []

Key Yerse: "Mo testing has overtaien you that
= not commonto everyone, God i faithful, and
he wil not let wou be tested beyond wour
strength, but with the testing he will abe pre

Ve (N g |
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2014

A TR o (e VD

vide the way ot so that yeu may be able to
endure if {1 Corinthians 10:13).

Paul encourages and reassures the Corinthian
chureh so itwill remain on task and be faithful
to the spiritval legacy Jesus left for us: This &
paricularly important today when electonic
media & bombarding us with images and mes-
sages designed to cultivate our loyalty to fake
gods,

To really talkke hald of what Paul was saying to
the Corinthians, we must grow in undestand-
ing of two things: 1. The church was new and
most af the people in the church came from' a
hackground of either Judasm ar paganism. Sa,
itis easy to understand why converts ta G hristi-
anity were still struggling with some_ of their for-
mer practices, 2. The idea of the people be-
coming one with God fo whom they sacrificed
was not a new conceptintroduced by the Apos-
fle Paul In Judalsm when a worshipper offered
a sacrifice, some of the offering was a symbael
af reuniting with the God to whom' the s acrifice
wias offered.

Paul was urging the believers to see them-
selves & united with Christ by way of the: com-
miunion. Andsince the Jews held to the maxim
of one God one Lord, the believers could mot
be one wih Jesus and one with the pagan
gods at the same time. Biuak relating to their
former pagan religisns hadto ge.

July 27, 2014

Lesson Title; Seslithe Good ot Gthers
Lezson Seripture: 1 Connthians 14:1.3-28

Print: Same

Tentative D evotional Songs: #8525 [): 77, and
E24E ]

Hey “erses: "When you come together, each
one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, &
tongue, or an interpretation, Let all things be
done far building up” (1 Corinthians 1428),

The Apostle put spedking in tengues in a prop-
er perspective for the church at Corinth. He did
not condermnn i, but peointed out the negative
results from impraper use. Speaiing in tongues
& clearly recognized as. one of the spiritual
pifts. It must not be abused and must not be
wsed in a glik or uged in an estentatious way.

1o, Wi James,

Pauls point & that in a gerporate woship set-
ting, what & permitted should be dene far the
building wp of all pesans present Prophecy,
which & the gift of enceuragement, & far mare
appropriate in corporate worship services. All
gifts have their purpase and place, and Paul
gave a lesson in the relatve we of those two
gifts-

Church School
Book Club

Sire 2044 Discussion Date:29 ne 2014

10:00 AR —11:30 A0,

Deliak, Sheila M. Goss, 2010

Jily 2014  Discussion Date: 19 July 2014
: 10:00 A K. — 1130 A M,

They Tell Me of 2 Hom =, Daniel Bladk, 2008

Twenty-eight-year-old protagonist Tommy Lee
Tyson steps off the Grevhound bus in his
hometown of Swamp Creeh, Akarsas--a place
he left when he was !lghtE!n vowing neverto
refurn. Yet fate and @ PhD, in blagk: studies
force him back to his rual origine & he seeks

1o understand himzelf and the black sommuntty

that praduced him A cold, nanchalant father
and an emotionally indifferent mothér make his
e, after & ten-yeat' hiatus, practically un-
hliril:r]! and the discavery of his baby sster's

death and her burial in the badiard almost:

eonsumes him. His mother watehes his agony
when he discovers his seters tombstone, but
neither she nor other family members & wiling

to disclose the secret of her death Cinly after

being prodded: |:'||:E55='||TI:I!,Ir does his older broth-
relent and provide Tommy
Lee with enough knowledge to figure out ecact
Iy what happened and why.

Meanwhile, Temmy's seventy-year-old teacher-
-bying on hel desthbed-asks him ta remain in

Swamp Cresd and assume her position a the

headmaster- :lfthu one-ream schoolhouse He
refuses vehemently and she dies having be
gueathed him hes five thousand-book collection
in‘tre-hopes that be will change his mind. Over
the eolirse of 3 onewesk viett, riddled with ten-
zion, heartache, and revelation, Tommy Lee
Tysan discovers truths about his family, his
sommunity, and his undeniable connection ta
rural Southem blads fok and theirways.
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St John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Jume 27, 2014 Gradua efRetires Recognition, The Reverend Gregory Beritley,
Preacher, 530 p.m.

Jume 28, 2014 Women's Day, The Rewerend Dodaor Caralyn Bnight, Guest Preacher,
10:00 @.m.

duly 11-12, 2014 Men's Rered, Lake Gurtersville

July 1.3, 2014 Men's Day, The Reverend Bobby Cox, Guest Preacher

Jduly 24-24, 2014 Mirth Digrict CEL and Ministars Training & Troy University

August 16, 2014 Church Picnic

ﬂ?a'tr:ﬂruu confess wilh your mowh, “lesusis Lom ¥ and believe i your heant
that God raised kim from the dead | you will be saved . Romans 10:9

INDNJG
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it John African Methodist Episeapal Church Hurtsville Alabama
Volume 19 Issue 7 July 2014

Pastor's Message

&

Fowerllp Actk 1.8 Matthew 18:19-20 GefC onmeced

Fanar Pamics O, Clayliom, Rl

Fraise God! This & turning out to be a blessed summerin the life of St John. Last menth, ive cel
ebrated the Pentecost Exploesion in Montgamerny, AL Immediately fallowing, we had Vacation
Bible Schoal (WBS)., Our theme was " Get Gonnected.” That is what we have been doing! We've
been getting connected.

Ciur wormen had a fabulous retreat in Flarence, AL, with powerful guest presenters: Rev. Sheryl
Shipman — pastor of M. Zian AMEC in Trussville — and Rev. Agnus Lowver — pastor of St. Paul
AMEC in Florence. The eventwas led by Rev, Shen, 5, Lauretta Teague and the Women's Wi
istry. Sfterwards, we celebrated all of our graduates and retirees. That night, Rev. Gregory Bent
ley, the pastor of Fellowship Presbyterian, stirred our souk with a profound reflection on the feed
ing of the 5,000, Just as soon as we finished digesting that "manna,” we received a challenge as
we henored the women on Wemen's Day, Rev, Br. Carolyn Knight, aur guest preacher for that
morning, asked us, "If Not Now, Whern™ Assoon asthe women began to gear up for moare minks-
try inthe present mement, the menwere charged with being focused anthe process of becoming
greater. Rev, Bebby G, our Men's Day preacher, told v that "Greater Is Coaming!” Through the
ministry and work of our women, men, graduates, retirees, Christian Education Depatment who
puts together WVBS, and these wonderful guest preachers, we are getting connected to each other
and to God.

M o, wie are giving special attention to our youth and young adule a we approach our Ghristian
Education Congress at Troy State University, our fist iThrive Sunday morning worship senvice
here at Bt John on July 27" —with guest preacher Pastor Willie Diggs (youth pastor from Bea-
gon) —and our next Friday Mite Live (FN L) on August 1" — with guest preacher Pastor &drian Da-
vis [ pastor of All Matlens). At FHL DJ Samwill be on the FNLturmtables; guest artist LP will mire
ister through rap; and the Psalm-3 Ministry will share their gifs af miming, We thark God in ad
vance forthe blessings God will send throughthese wonderful guest preachers and worship par

ticipants. We welzome them with open arnms and anticipate bre akthrough!
I bt bl o g 2
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Pastor's Message

ST eamalawerd o e 1

Inkeeping with WBE, the iThrive team has chosen as its theme — "Power Up — Gat Connected! "
| can hear the same thought in the words of Jesus, "But you will receive power when the Haoly
Spirit has eome upon you, and you will be my winesses in Jersalem, in allJudea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8), Jesus rehearsedthis train of thought eften; "Again, fuly
Itell you, ftwe of you agree on earth about amything vou ask, twill be done for you by my F athetr
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my rame, | amthere among them” (Matth e
18:18-20). Jesus informs us thatwe power up through eur connection to God. When we give
cantrol of owr |lives aver to Gods Spirt, we find that power i available. That power leads us to
testify to God's goodness throughout the earth. As we meet fellow balievers, we connect through
our testimonies. When we find harmony, that connection leads e greater power. Our prayers are
mare pavwerful, and sur harmany invites God's presence.

| realize that questions may arise out of practcal need. How does this povering up help me pay
iy hills? How does all of this getting commedted reverse the trauma of my childhoad? Wil this
powenng up give me-a spouse? Will this getting connedted. get me better grades™ Does
powerng up carry any wieight in a job interviesy ar school ap plicatic n? Why do | need this
getting connected that iThrive |5 preaching when | have plenty of Faceboolk friends and
Twitter follewers™ s this powenng up even necessary when | am in charge on my job and in rmy
hiorme

To begin answernng these gquestions and sa much more, mase your way ta our iThrive semvice
and our FML womship experience, If you have prayer requests, email them to us at
stichnamehilanl com, We will be sure to |ft them at our FNL event.

"Bt the Tonar s comunE o s pe Tewe, whenithe frie worsfopers willvorsiop e Fofer Duspornt and
iy for the Father secks s o these o worskep fan ™ (Jolm 230

ferane o POWERDTPend GET CONNECTED !

Weekly Prayer Time
Tuesday Mormings
6: 00 am

Conference Call Credentials
LS Taoll Mumber* (530) 881-1212, Meeting ID; 876-863-940

All lines will e rmuted during the call. If you have spacial prayer requests, please
g-mall themtothe church at <tiolviarmeh ool com prior tathe call,

If you are not able to listen to the prayer call at 6:00 am, you may listen to the
playback any time during the day. Playback Mumber* (5307 881-1219, Meeting Id
B7E-B63-940, Press # twice and ignore any requests for reference number. A
LIEL link to the recorded prayer is also e-mailed to everyone on the 5t John &
rail list.
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Graduates and Retirees Honored at Special Service

The Annual Graduate and Retiree Recognition Service was held on Friday evening, June 27,
2014, at 630 pm.. The spening Fymn, "We've Come This Far by Faith,” was led by the Directar
of Music, Mr, Reginald Pearson, Prayerwas offered by Brother Bufus Gilmore and scripture was
read by the Reverend Meriam Gamett from Isaiah 43:18-19. Musical selections were rendered by
to guestsoloits, Brother Bodney Mitton of 5t Bartley Primitive Baptist Church sang “Tis So
Sweet ta Trst in Jesus” and Brother Jonathan Bender of First Mizzionary Baptist Church played
andsang "My Souls Been Anchored in the Lord”

The guest preacher, the Reverend Gregory Bentley, was introduced by
Pastor Clayborn. The Reverentd Hentley s the pastor of Fellawship
Preshyterian Church, located on Meridian Street in Huntsville, Alabama,
The message was centered on John 8:1-19 apd entitled “In Gods
Hande.” He began by stating that Jesus came to earth and did all the
miraculous things that He did because He was "in Gods hands.” The
Reverend Bentley's message highlighted the steps that Jesus fook in
the textwhen He fed five thousand with five {5) loaves of bread and twi
(2 fish and related the steps to directions for graduates and retirees.
The steps taken from the text were elevation, invitation (by integration},
preparation, imvestigation, organization, dedication, receiving, and
preservation. To follow these steps, one must put themselves in God's
hands and, &= aresult, Hewill bless them.

The Rewrend Bznifey daliversthe !iEr‘I'T‘I;I_:Ih.

During the service, the honaorees were recagnized and presented gifes from the church. & fallow
ship reception was held fallawing the service. Preparations for the reception were made by the
kitchen and the hospitality ministries. This service B sponsered annually by the church's scholar
ship committee.

St Jdohn 2014 Graduates and Fefirees

High School Graduate

Walace BEdward Parham graduated frem Spatkman High School with the Advanced High
School Diplema.  Wallace will attend the University of South Alabama and he plars to earn a
degreein Physical Therapy and pursue a career that will allow himte assist ethers. Wallace Ed
wiard Parham is the son of Kenneth and Larraine Parham, and the cousin of Walter Nkolby Jen
kins.

Lollege Graduates

Sshley-Ann C. Lews graduated from J. F, Drake State Technlcal Community College with
an Associate's Degree in Applied Technaology. 2Ashley plars tofurther her education. Ashley- Ann
G, Lewis i the daughter of Carland D asn Lewis.

Graduate School Graduates

Heri Vochon Daniels graduated from Strayver Univers ity with a Master's Degree in Public
Administation. Kerl & eurrenth employed by the Corp of Engineers as an intern.  Keri Wachon
Daniek & the daughter of Angelia and Syhester D anisls.

Timyra Marshall graduated from Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University with a
Master of Science Degree in Counseling Psychology with a concentration in Wocational Rehabili
tation Courseling, Timyra plars to work a5 a vocational rehabilitation counselor andior a sub
stance abuse counselor, helping individuals avercome their addictiors in the area of substance
abuse,

Glenda Faye Sconiers graduated from Alabama Agricultural and Mechanigal University

v ! e st )
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Graduates and Retirees Honored at Special Service

P vl el e e A

with a Master I;:n‘ Science Degree in Courseling Psychology, Glenda plans to work a a therapist!
mental heatth counselar, Glenda Faye Sconiers' family members who attend St John are-Arthur
Sconiers (hushand), Rakita and Adrina Scaniers (daughters), and Yercie and Yalara Johnson
and Audrie Jones { grandchildren).

Medical School Gradugte

Chariss Chambers graduated from the School of Medicine at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham. ZShe affiliated with 3t John while completing her medical resideney in Huntsville,
The ghurch prays God's blessings upon her, wherever the Lord may send her,

irees
Jill Burwell retired from Huntsville City School System with 25 yvears of service in May
2014 During her tenure at Huntsville City Schooks, she held many positions, starding & a clerk
typist during the late 1980's; taught 4" grade for 10 years; served as assistant principal for 7
vears and finished her career as Principal of D avie Hillk Middle sehoal. Her future plams are to
relocate to Georgia with her fiancé Sammy Jacksan,

Lisutenant Colonel Felicia Cater retired an June 1, 2004 after a 28 year career, she served
ten comsecutive years on active duty prior o being assigned to the Army Reserves. She earned
a Bachelor of Science degreein Computer Sciencefrom the Alabama Agricultural and Mechank
cal University and graduated a a Ditinguihed Milttary Graduate, LTC Felicia Carter & married
te Clarence L Carter of Mabile, Blabarma. They have one daughter, Chekea.

Donnie Thempson retired froem Madison County Department of Human Besources after
255 years of sendice as a Senior Social Weodier. Donnie's future plans include becoming a busk
ness owner. Deetra, Drueilla and Earll Fitchard are Donnie's family members inho also attend 5t
Jahn ANEL,

Henneth R. Parham retired from the United States Army Aviation and MEsile Commanid.
Brother Parham plans to continue to work in his current field as.a Safety Engineerwith a Depart
ment of Deferse Contractar. Kenneth . Parham's family members at 5t John are Lomraine Par-
ham (wife), Wallace (son), and Waler NKelby Jerkins (nepheas).

Pictured (fom left to nght): The Rewrend Bertley, Pastor Clavbom, Wallace Par-
ham, Szhleywfnn lewis, Kenneth Parharm, Oonnie Thompson, Tamara Marshall,

Felicia Carter and Glenda Sconiers:




st. John A M.E N July 2014 Fage &

Women’'s Retreat Focuses on Theme

“Prayer and Praise: Your Passport to Abundant Living”
By Bridger J. Floyd

The Women of St John and friends came together at'the Shoak Marrioit Resord and Spain Fler-
ence, &labama for a ime toreflectspiritualy and participate in fun and relaxing activities. People
began gathering in the afterncon of Friday, June 20™ and events culminated mid-aternoon on
Saturday, June 29st. The Weomen's Day theme was "Do %You See What | 5ee®” The retreat focus
was "Prayer and Praise: “our Passport to Abundant Living”, Leaders/presenters were the Rew-
erend Sheri Smith Clayborn, Executive Minister of St Jobn AME Church; the Rewverend Agnes
Lover, Pastor of Greater 51. Paul AME T hurch, Florence, Alabama; and the Reverend Sheryl
Shipman, Pastor of Mt Zion AME Church, Trussville, Alabama,

r

I picture on the let, the Fewerend Shen leads the attendees in reflections prier to the worship. On the right,
some attend ees participate in an illustration on #ar.

The Reverend Sheri led the women in 1eflection befare the worship service led by the Reverend
Lover. The Reverend Sheriset the tone with an overview for retreat participation, guidelines, and
the spiritual focus on Flrl'g'ET and prake. Sha noted the |mp|:|rtam::E of seeking "what God wants

- for us" and seeking "wise counsel’. She highlighted the
deleterious rale of fear and the positive aspect of
"extending grace as wewould 1k e to be extended grace.”

The Rewerend Lover preached on the topic "Open Your
Eves" from the text || Kings 6 8-17. She emphasized the
impartance of having & relationship with God and ta be
M mindful that “you are a viltuous woman”, and a5 such

5huu|r.‘| not be swayed by " reality” teIE\-isinn and the phu

M open your eyes"'. She Ind'l:ated the importance of ha'-.rlng
a relatiorship with God, reflecting on the text where Elijah
prayed and the Lord opened the sewants spititual eyes
and the epemy was striick by blindness. The encourapge-
1 ment given by the preacher was that "the bhatie & rot
yours, it's the Lord's” and that in life and relationships
there & the need for change and adjustment, and that
adiirstm ent needs to startwith prayer.

Friday night events culminated with fun and laughter during "Sistah Tak" a Pajama Party act'r_»..r'rl'y'.

Ll il o9 e )
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Women’'s Retreat Focuses on Theme

“Prayer and Praise: Your Passport to Abundant Living”
By Bridger J. Flowd

The PRewerend Sgres Lower presents  Saturday  The Rewerend Sherd Shiprman presents warlcshop
workishop on prayer, o praise.

P W T ke A

Saturday morming beganwith-independert waking and exercie. The first gathering was far pray
gr, follawied by a delicious breakfast buffet and then the wokshops began. The fist wakshop
wias on Srayer, followed by the second which was on Praise. The Reverend Lover presented/
preached the fist and the Reverend Shipman presentedipreached the second.

TheRewerend Lover instructed that ane should "pray from the heart” which will "change your ex-
perience in Ife ... blesgings wil flaw. God will give you strength to avercame™ She noted that in
ite Fighest form prayeric comm union with God”, Prayers do nothave to be complicated hecause
"God meets s wherewe are.” The Reverend Lover highlighte d the irstructions as to what pray-

ef should be in Matthew &: 5-8. WNumerous scriptural references
were given as guidance for praver,

The Reverend Shipman entited the praise weorkshop, "What
Does YWour Praise Look Life™ She referenced Psalm 150, noting
that the command to prase God & in the Old and Mew Testa-
ments. She stated that "praise 5 more than what we say or do...
pras eis who we are when we're in areal ielationship with God".
She aked "Does youl prae encourage others ar B it a show
on Sundays? The Reverend Shipman hatkened to the pastin
terms of worship vears ago when "they came with prases onthe

r % ot inside”, She supported praise interms of sineerity versus "show'
|1* _ - JSa and that it may manifest tself in. a myriad of ways and may be
- mare external farsome while othes may be less. demarstrative,
She indicated that "only you and the Lord k now what your praise

i N
.. { | | lodks like and if it's for real”
iﬁp Flhml:l L F‘pp -_ln'it'!ll'
i .

Lungh was served and participants reflected on their experiences
during the retreat. Many shared what they faund enlightening and
encouraging. One significant result of the warm welcoming spirt of St John ladies and the word
of Goid, a5 presented by the women called to minstry, was the addition of 3 new member to the
5t John famiky. Thewomen in attendance related infun, relazation, but mest impo tanthy, s pirituw
ally. The Revergnd Sheri, Mrs, Lauretta Teague and the committee did an outstanding job of co
ordinating a welF rounded retreat.




=t. JohnAMEN July 2014 Fage 8

“Do You See What | See?”
“If Not Now, When?”

2014 Women's Day Service
By Barlara Johnsaon

Look into the mirer. "Do™ou SeeWhat | See? The journey
to dssovery for the wemen of 5t John A ME Church he-
gan theweekend of June 20-217" at the Women's Retreat. It
culminated on Sunday, June 28" with the dynamic preach
ing of our gusst minister, the Reverend Doctor Carolyn
Knight, Founder/President, "Can Dol," Mingties in Atlanta,
Georgia. The women's spiritual pumps were primed at the
Women's Retreat by the Reverend Agnes Lover of Greater
St Paul AMEC, Florence, Alakama and the Reverend Sher-
¥l Shipman, Mt Zion AMEC, Trussville, Alabama. To really
see what's in the mirrer, the Reverend Lover suggested we
"Open Our Eyes."” Open ow eyes to worship and learning to
pray., The Reverend Shipman follewed with, after we've
learned to worship and pray, we need to learn how 1o
"PRAIZE!" Between Worship, Pray and Prage, the women
were readyfor the Reverend Enight, "If Mot Now, When™?

[ hnighlf:_lnnd Pastor Claskiom

~ The Sunday Women's D ay service apened with a eurrent
tendition of, "Savior Mare than Life to Me" sung by Sister Amber Davis. Litle Misses Channing
Wikon and Callyn Willans served as acolytes: The Callteo Worship was offered by the Reverend
Merriam Gamrett, The congregation joined in the'singing of the opening hymn, "Praise Him." Sistel
Famela Whitehead gave an inspirational prayer, after which the seripture, Exodus 14:10- 14, was
read by maother and daughter, Sketer Karen Minor and Siter Shayla Wikon, Skter Donna
Gullatte and Siter O Torria Wililarms spoke on the sccasion of the event by highlighting several
women of the Bible (BEve, Deborah, Esther, and Mary) as women wsed to reflect the image of
godly woarmen, wiarshiping and living authentically, The guests and visitors were recognized in a
unigue way by Sieter Mary Rarkin,

Ministryin music was led by the 'I.I'I.I:lmen 5 E.'hmr' flet)and dust fngl'rt}l by Jakevah 'I.I'l.ﬁllarns and Deidre Waltan

The congregation was treated to three dynamic, dramatic and theatical presentations. The fist
by hiss Amber Humphrey, a spoken word presentation enfifled, “Buddy." Thesecond, an original
poem, "Do Yoo See What | Ses” wiitten and peformed by Miss Kaithen MeClung, Third, Miss
Mariah Gullatte ministered in liturgical danceto the song, "Imagine Me," by Kirk Franklin.

Pastor Clayborn introduced the Rewerend Doctor Caralyn Knight, founde/President, "Can Dal”

L il e o Pt W)




st. John A M.E N July 2014 Fage 3

2014 Waomen's Day Service
By Barbara Johnson

LT L (e )
Minitries, Atlanta, Georgia, by not only sharing highlights of her vitag, but ake sharing a brief
anecdotal story,

The Reverend Carolyn Knight greeted the congregation with the usual Methodit protocol and
then offered the scripture, Daniel 3:1-18, While viewed & a very familiar scripture, (the story of
the three-Hebrew hoys , Shadrach, Meshach and Ahednege), Br. Knight explained that the under
standing begins to deepen a one hears these familiar Bible stories over and over again. The
Reverend Knight Ifted this s ubject from the seripture, "If Mot Mow, When?' Four points were de-
rived fram the sermaon.

First, when critical, life-aktering decslons arrive, it B important o ask, "If not now, when™ The
three Hebrew boys were at a critical, life- altering state. They had heard the command, however,
they refused t© bow down and worship the golden image King Mebuchadnezzar had erected.
When called before the King to explain their actions, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego took a
starmd and declared that their God would deliverthem and even if He did not, theywauld still war-
ship Him. The King sent the three to the fiers chamber, butwhen he looked in he sawfour in-
stead of three. When the boys were allewed to wak out, they were not singed, and did not smell
of smoke. The king wanted to lonow, why?

Thesecond point, while a pesan may be pushed or pulled inte a problem s tuation, similar to the
Hebrew boys, God & still there with them and he will see them through. The Reverend Knight
stated, "W hatever vou're going through, # & better to go through twith God; than to go through it
without God.”

A rammasenl oo pamper 1
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2014 Waomen's Day Service
By Barbara Johnson

A chmdiminsal et eV

Thirdbky, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, had come te a critical bend in their lives where they
had te "put some fles h an their faith.” They had to really believe that %o d would deliver them. The
preacher then explained how helievers should handle critical situations intheir lives. "t E ourtime
now, tostand up straight and not bow down, because God & bigger than our circurrstances. We
should not lirnit God. When trouble somes inte our lives, don't iy to compare your outcomes, but
tnet God, even when you don'tknow Gods plan. Trusting God, calls for following the process,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, follewwed the God process. Evenwhen they did not know that
God would deliver them, they were still going to worship Him. Even if God does not deliver vou,
He will sustain vou. H e will give yvou peace in the midst of your situation. Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, told the King, we would rather burn than bow dessn. God delivered them because He
& able!”

Finally, God did deliver Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, And just as He was able to deliver
themn, He can still do itfor persons who trust Him, "Shadrach, Mes hach and Abhednego exercised
proaetive Fath. They got out infront of the stuation. "And even if you don't delver us,” they said,
we will still praise you."™ They called to memory those other times when God had delivered them
and began prasing Him, And they knes, if He did it then, He would do it again. "l don't know
what vou see, but'| see them pressing the rewind buttonte see when God had come through for
themn befare” The Reverend Knightthen related one last image to culminate her sermon. Being
an avid golfer, she related astory abouwt Tiger Woods. "When ashed how he, in 2000, w=ed a sk
iranto hit a ball out of the sand, across the water, had it to land inthe green, six inches from the
hale, o tap it in for birdie, in the dark, Tiger repligd, ' I've done it before." "How do | know God's
going to bless you; keep you; make away foryou, ensure you meet your destimy----HES DOMNE
ITEEFORE!

The Reverend knight ended her powerful and s pirt-filled serman by saying, "W hatever you seein
vour future, you need to 1) be prepared to take a stand, 2) know that it & better to0 go through it
with God, than ta go through it without God, 3 believe that God will deliver you, but even if He
does not, confinueto praise Him, and < If He did it once... GO0 WILL DO IT AGAIN At which
time the congregation erupted in prage, thanksgwing and singing, "He's Able!"

While the spirt was still high, all'the women of the church were invited to the alar for a special
prayer for wormen given by the Reverend Doctor Patrick Clayhorn.

The Wemen's Day Commitee was chaired by hrs. Ywonne Barbour, with assistance from the
Reverend Sheri Smith Claybeorn. Additional committee members were Sisters Wattie® Ezell,
Janette Srmith, Donna Gullatte, Pamela Whitehzad, O'Tarria Williarrs, Mary Rarkin and Shayla
Wikon.
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3 TRUSTEE CORNER

Completed Project

HWAC Upgrade: Our sanctuary has experienced excesswe high termperatures during summer
months due to lack of current HWAC (bhi) capacity available to handle this lead. In addition, year
Iy historical temperature data has shown a progressive trend of increased temperatures in the
Huntville area over the past years, since 2008 with the exception of 2013CY, The Trustee
Beoard has investgated various proposak to resoblee this problem. Members may notice addition-
alunits inthe sanctuary and onthe roof of the ehureh,

Upcaming / In —Progress Major Projects
1. Autamated Security Access & Monitoring

2. Eayes Bepairand Fainting (Ederior)

3. Landscape Grounds and B eautification ( Exteriar)

4 Fellowship Roam divider repair

iTHRIVE Ministers to the Young and Young at Heart

By Janete B, Smith

"Reclaiming our Youth and Young Adults” i more than a
catchy phrase for 5t John AMEC - & a priority -and
mision. iTHRIVE ministy was created in the spring of
12 to help add support to the existing YFD pragram
by offering more mentoring, fe skik workshops, and
hands-on family, relatiorahip and career éoaching. Since
that time the youth membership numhers have in-
creased at 5t John AMEC and the congregation has
witnessed the evangelsm power of our youth as many
have [ed their parents and families 1o Christ and church
membeship,. In an innovatve move for the AMEC [ega
ey, ITHRIVE created Friday Aite Live (FNL) the Word
and Waorship event that ministers to the youth, young
adilts and young at heart In 3 comemporary and rele
vant way. Atendees have come to Christ, gotten counseling for suicide risk, joined the chureh
and rededicated their lives to Christ through this minstry vehidle;

MCW iTHRIVE mingtry 5 taking another step toward bridging the gap between youth ministry
and regular adult s erwvices by holding itsfist Sunday moming service &t 8 Jobn AMEC: Jdy Zfth.
&t the second semvice (10:50am]) & more comemporary expresslaon ofour order of service will ush-
erin the presence of God with creative spoken word minstry and minsty through dance and
song. The congregation will "enter into HE cours with praise’ as they are met in the sanctuary by
high praie led by the St John AMEC muzicians and pralse and worship ensemble. The guest
Ereau::h er, Youth Pastor Willie Diggs. from the Beacon Worship Center in H untsville, &labarma wil

ring a pnwerful word for youth and parent, and the following Friday - FNL will welcomea Morth
Alabama's youth back for the August 1, 2014 event. Doors will open at 7 pm. “Fower UP: Get
Cannected” & the theme for both the serwne and the FHL event, You can besure'wow’ moments
are plannedfor both,

Staytuned, as THRIVE min&try is woking on an iTHRIVE summit with woks hops and life clas-
ses, free and open io churches acrossthe Tennessee Yalley
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Pieniv & Family Fun Day

Saturday, August 16, 2014
HOAN - 20PN

“A Swmmer Gavdew Po
.'?;ri? E&Mldrmuﬁanﬂa@@.ﬁxm’ﬁﬁ |

Laocation:

Carol D. Hudson Recreation Center \‘
’ Redstone Arsenal, AL | xr N

i -

St. John A. M. E. Church Pichic

and Family Fun Day

fam your calendars, grab yvour foldmgilawn ehams, and same put-far 3 day af Tellowship, fosd
and fup for the-entire famik, The St Jobp & M, E Chuieh Plenle and Family Fun Dy, "4 Sum-
mer Garden Party,” will he held Satrday, Adgust 15, 2004, at the Gamel b Hudson B eareaton
Centar, Redstone Arsenal, from 1000 a8 m 200 pom There will ke games, =pors, miu=ic; and
Entartgiriment far gl ages.

Please nete that In oider to dccecs’ Redstens, I driving, yeu mist have -a walicd driver lieerse
PeEmom may accéss Redstoneg via Gate B (Gos Bd # Drme Ayvel ar Gate 2 (Reszareh Fark
Boulgward), All'pemors gver the age of 18 in vehiale must have a picture form of identfieation,
Transportation wil b provided on the heul from the Ve ker's: Center lodated at' Gate & where
pating = awalable Ifyeu need directions, maps Wil be avallable oinside of the shureh offies.

5 nottde fate to voluntesl to assEtwith e plonie, o sign up today!

Washingoton or Sser Cassmdra ngram.
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The Story of
Meriam Yehya Ibrahim

Ishag
By Paulette Bargon

Meriarm Yehya lhrahim Ishag B a yeung Suda
nese Christan woman who was recently sen-
tenced to be executed for refusing to remounce
her faith. The Sudanese court considers her o
be a Muslim Meriam was born to 3 Sudansse
Muslirm father and an Ethiopian Orthodox moth-
er. Her father left when she was & years ald,
and |brahim was raised by her mother & a
Christian. The court ako convieted her of adul
tery and sentenced herto 100 lashes hecause
her mariage to a8 Chrigtian man & considersd
void under Sharia law. & the time of hersen
tence hearing Meriam was 8 months pregnant
and had a 20 month old son wha remaine d with
hier during her imprieonment.

"I am a Christian and | will remain a Christian.”
That s what Meriam tald the court. That & a
very. pawveful statement.. Just-think, not onky is
her life-at stake butso & her unborn child's life,
What a way to prove your faith in God. She
knows that her God willsether free, one way or
the other. Like Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nega, she did not bow down. She knowss that
giants dofall down, and she just k eeps praying
and praiing her Lard and Saviar, Jesus S hrist

The point in this story & this: God B sovereign
ruler of the world, &t all times and all places.
For us Christians, that mears 'God want totsl
loyalty to Him, Ne matter how powerful the op-
posing forces may be, we muststay faihful and
true, for He will defeat them all in His awn time.

If you slay strong in yow: faith you will ecaive
praige 2nd honor 1 Pelter 1.7

Pest Note: Meriam [brahim kEhag was recenthy
released fram prison. She tried to leave Sudan
for the United States with her American hus-
band and their two children but they were de-
fained at an airport in Khatoum, They were
accused of traveling with fakified documents.
Thi i justa wvery shartsynapsis of Ne. lBrahim
Ishags story. If you would ke to read her en-
tire story you can gote G NM.com ar google her
name,

Pleaze pray for Meriam lbrahim Ehag and per-
csecuted Christians all over the world.”

Soup Kitchen Corner

A Mew Way to Seres

"You shall live in booths far
seven davs..sa that wvour
generaton may know that |
made the people of krael
live in booths.” Leviticus

23:42-43 (NR SV

Some stories are universal "What do we do
with our homeless population™ Mamy in Hunts-
ville, as in other cities, gquestion where should
the homeless |we? Do they live in camps ot
shelters™ Why should shelers be provided?

Many people: dsmiss those whoe really need
these facilties. You will not find the amnswer in

thie arficle; however, we do know that mamy
homeless people are medal-rich veterans; they
dre parent and laid-off woikers, Yes, mamy
are really sids, mertally and physically, too
many are alcoholics and drug addicts.

We know we have heen instructed to serve
those who are in need, the leastof these, our
hrethren. "Then shall he answer them, saying,
Werily | say unto you, In as much as ye did it
notta one of the least of these, ye did it not to
me" Matthew 2545,

The Eraelites were made to live in booths, in
order that they krew less. We sometimes for-

pet that except by God's grace and mercy we
ton could be homeless and in need of shehter,

Therefare, we: work while we can to humbhy
provide meals twice monthly for the hungry
and the hoameless.

To God we give honor and glary that we may
serve the least of these.

St. John Congratulates
Students for 2014 Honors

The following persors were accidentally omit
ted from last momth's report.

Blake Johnson
& A Honor Roll
¢ Perfect Attendance

& Mative American Achievement Award
Walaze Parham

2 Perfect Attendance
¢ High School Graduate
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Vacation Bible School 2014

The Jesus Connection-What a Friend

By hdanica Cillikuret
Phctography by hlary Rankin

This years WBS was held June 8" -12" and was yet another success. The theme Scripture was

"G od...invited you into this wondedful friendship with Hs Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" {1 Co-

B | rinthiars 1:8, TLE). The WBS participants journeyed inte a new connection with Jesus, were

welcamed each night by the registration committee and were provided a delicious meal by

the kitchen ministry, During nightly devetions attendees learned the theme song, danced
wuith the dance ministry and made a new commitme nt through nightly litanies.

—

Classes were available for all ages. The classes and their teachers were a5 follows; Pre-
school, MS. Yvonne Sandeson; Primary, Ms. Pamela Whitehead and Ms. Yvette Clak; Jun-
iors, Reverend D ennis Deloach and Wr. Wiliam Bell; Teens, Ns. Janette Smith; Alternative
Adults, Dr. Thalia Love-Brown and Dr, Monica Dillihunt, Adults, Ms. Lillie Rivers, Ms. Clau-
dette Fears, and the Reverend Dr. Patrick Claybarn. For all youth, there were ake science
classes with Ms. Abreeotta Williams, tennis |essors with M. Booker Rarkin, and outdoor
actwvities with Mr. Eddie Whitehead and WM. Jason Gilmare,

The first night's lesson, "Created with a Purpose” (Genesi 1:35-27, 2:18), focused on learn
ing to be trustworthy and learning that believers were created in God's image and are made
for greatness, The lesson emphasized that athough tempted by other things in life, falling

for those temptations only leads to pain and senow. Since Christians are created with a pur-
pose the ohject of life & to find that purpose which iz wrapped in Christ.

'WBE decoratons includes
lica ofan iPh
%i;ﬁﬁ:fg:?ﬁp :ar}ﬁ The lesson for the second night was "Say No te SIN" (Geness 38:2-9), This lessonfocused

on understanding that the goal & to seek God's purity, freedom from sin, as temptations are
encountered by the people &f God. Through the exploration of Joseph being tempted by Poti-
phars wife, the class discussed that at times believers will be confronted with temptations that

B S Students pididpﬁte in devetion is-t.r;le.yrg etmotivated Brthe adivties ofthe E;eninj.

will eall them to go places and do things that they know are not healthy ar wise. et, they musi
summan the resolve to focus on the person they are striving to become, knowing that God &
with them and will provide His prezence and assurance inwhatever they gathrough.

The lessaon for the third might was "Winners Pray" (2 Chronicles 148- 130 It opened with the
question, "When we find owselves in circumstances that are out of control, how do we re-
spond® Many res pond in panic, fear and even frustration. In the lessaon, fsa's example re
minded participants that when they focus onthe Lord they allow themesebes to focus their atten-

L el Mt T i 1|
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Vacation Bible School 2014

The Jesus Connection-What a Friend

By hdaniza Dillibwret
Photography by hary Rankin

P e e A e )

tion onthe Lord and trust what Godwill do in their lives. The prayer he prayedspeaks
el to the resalve of G hristians needing God's deliverance and instruction anwhatto da, .
Just like Az a, when faced with arxious siluations 2 hristians musttrust God,

The last lesson, "It Takes Courage"” (Esther 4:8 187, focused on being proud of the
person God has made vou o be, The focal pointof the lesson was to hawve faith that
God has created in the believer, what & negded to accompleh God's plan for their
life. This lesson helped in understanding that it tahes courage to step out an faith; it
takes faith to have the courage to believe and trustthat God has placed inthe beliew
er what is neededto fuffill His plan for hisfher [ife, One must focus on the vision ar
desire that God has given to them in order to accomplish His glory

The Kitchen hinistry prepared/
zerved a meal each exvening.

Onthe last night prizes were anarded and ceificates were givento all attendees, teachers, and
the planning sommittee, Special thanks to Pastor Claybarn for allowin g this writer to serve, the
Reverend Zheri Smith Clayborn for her guidance, Mary Rarkin for kel hard worl, suppor,
wards of wisdom and ereative insight, Donna Gullatte for the awesome decorations, all of the
teachers, kitchen ministry and registration, It takes a TEAM and Together Bveryone Achisves
Mueh!

1
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Vacation Bible School 2014

The Jesus Connection-What a Friend
By hdaniza Dillibwret
Photography by hary Fankin
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Common Sense Ways to Wellness and Suceessful Living
By &ngela Daniels

"Listen to the woice of the Holy Spirit, who lives on the ireide of all believers, "Heep a positive
atttude, "Stay active. "Do Self exars. "Stop smoking now, "Face your fears, "C hallenge your
mind. "&et a massage. "Budget yvour time & money. "Forgive and forget. *Wak miles each
weelk. "Enjoy the owtdoors. *Go bananas for fruts and value your veggies. "Avoid overload.
"Apologze. "Exerce e your mind, body & spint.” Avoid the bad fals. "Think happy thouphts.
"Trust God "Avoid dangerous drugs. "Eat a balanced diet. "Go meatless. once a week. "Eat
mare chidsen, dkey &fish, "Brirk gresn or bladk tea, "Avoid carbonated beverages, "Maintain
a lewwer blood pressure, "Decrease your sugar intake, "Learn to hreathe deeply. "Rinse fruits
and veggies. "Practice cleanliness. " Take medicines as directed; know the side effects. "Gount
your calories. "Count your blessings: "Scale down our weight. "Wak briskly. "Cuth your food
cravings. "Eatoatmeal. "Keep up with yvour cheds ups. "Give people more than they expect, and
de it cheedully. " Tak slowly, but think quidily. *Cherish your walues. " Share your feelings with
cthers, "Meditate, "Appreciate your life and journey, "Don't compare yourself with othes. "Keep
an open mind, *Frotect your hearing — aveid loud noses. "Eatsmarter. "Warm up and stretch
before exerciing. "Buckle your seathell, "Drink 2 glasses of watel each day. "Take charpge of
yaur swn money. “Tithe, "Dent drink and drive. "Eat fruils for dessers. "Learntesay na. "Leamn
to stay at home andshop less. "Ask your dector guestions. "Don't believe all you hear. ® When
vou lose, don't lose the lesson. "Get enough sleep. "Manage anger wisely, ™ Fuel up with fiber
"Diress far the weather. "Sit up straight "Waork at relatiorships, *Shunthe sun. " Acceptsuccess
and learn from yvour failures. " Try new things. " Take resporsibility for your actiors. * Resohle
conflicts peacefully. "Mever put down other people. "R ecognize that we are blessed, favored
and laved. "Pay attention to vour body. "Respect yourself and others. "Don't neglect diabetes.
"“Welghttrain for bone and muscole stength, *Cutthe caffeine. "Brush and floss often. "Getregu
lar dental checkups, *Take viiamin E. *Practice stretching during the day, *Don't overeat.
"Organize your closets and parage. "Cool down after exercieing. "Awvold eyestrain. *Detox with
anficidanmts. "Be adequately irsured. "Practice humilty. " Mind yvour own business, "Don't gos-
sip. "Lodk for the goodness in others. "Substiute the salt. "Read the bible and attend church
regularty. "Practice portion control. *Practice smiling. "Laugh at yoursel, "Laugh often.
"Celebrate your life, "Love God. "Lowve yvourself. "Love others. "Be a peaceful person: *"Limittele
viEion time and the use of tegh devices, "Practice living in the present moment. "Cheose your
friends carefulty. "Continue ta learmn. "When you know befter, do better. "Practce kindness.
"Read, "Say infformed. "D on'tworry. "Pray and give thanks. " Taie supplements. "D'on't practice

hoarding. *Dontspend money vou don't have "Learnthe serenity prayer.

This st can go on and on, We already know to do these things. We must not only k new to- da,
but we must put the above strategies into action, We must keep trying and rying and trying be
cause all of us can da better: Let all of us pledge to keeptrying.
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2014

This manth's reviesns were writen by Kenneth
Parharm.

August 3, 2014

Les=zan Title: Consalation Granted Through
Frayer

Lessan Scripture; 2 Connthians 1:3-11

Print: Same

CDevotional Songs: #3387, #272, and #243

Key Werss: "Our hopa for you is urshaen; for
we know that as you share in aur sufferings,
spalkoyou share in our consalation” {2 Carire
thians 1:7).

The reviewsr intermprets Pauls leter o the
Christians of Carinth & an attemptto provide
gncouragement. In Paul's writing, he revealsd
that all C hristians were under personal attack
He relayed that if not for affliction, the Chris-
flans could not be consoled amd sesk salea-
fion. Paul indicated that the group that he was
with was undergeing some pesonal triak by
nar-believers. He indicaied that their triaks
were 5o difficult o bear that they had even
weleomed death. But he indicated that at that
moment of despair ® when belisvers must rely
on Goe's powertosee them throughtriak and
tribulations.

Those who study the bikle know that during
the dakest of times i when God does His
finest wolk (pravides comfart when life loeks
the most difficult to eontinue), Thers are count-
less- ezamples of Ged's divine power being
showered on markind, providing comfort and
healing to the masses.

August 10, 2014

Lesson Title: & Community Forgives

Lesson Scripture: 2 O oninthians 1:23 = 2:17
Print: 2 Corinthiare 1:23 —2:11

Devotional Songs: #403; #251; and #2443

Hey “erse: "Anyone whom you forgwe, | alse
fargive. What | have forgiven, T | have forgiven
anything, has been for your sake in the pres-
ence of Christ" (2 Corinthians 2:10).

t appears that Pauls triak noted in the first
letter somehow effected the close relationship
that was established with the people of Cor
inth. The strain was such thatit caised Paul
rmuch distress and even tears, Heindicated in
hie letter that it was probably best that he not
see them in hie condiion noting that § he
caused further pain, wheo then ‘would bring
happiness™ Therefore, he decided to write a

followe up letter to convey what he had in his
heart.

Faul spoke on forgiveness. He indicated that
an urk nown person had not caused Paul pain,
but the people af Carinth, and thatthis colles-
tive punishment by the people ef Cerinth
against this man would be too mueh for him o
bear. Paul reminded the Cornthiars of the
Christian wak of fargiveness, if they could for
give one another, God would forgive sach of
them, which 5 true for today's Christians.

August 17, 2014

Lesson Title; Treasurein Clay Jars

Lesson Scriptre:2 Corinthiars 42 15

Frint Same

Deveational Songs: #460; #258; and #2432

key Yerss: "We are afflicted in every way, bt
not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to des-

pair; pesecuted, but not fomsaken; struck
dowen, but not destroved” (2 Corinthians <k3-8),

Faul reaffirmed the essence of Christianity: He
indicated that Christianity = an open faith. # is
a faith centered on Jesus and one bathed in
light. He indicated that the warld has attermpt
ed to grush the Christian spit by pesonal at
tacks of plwsical harm, fake accusatiors, and
even death. Through it-all, the Christian spirit
has been victorious.

FPaul reminded the Christians that they symboli
cally earry the essence of salvation (the cruck
fi<ion of Christ and Hi resurrestiond in their
hearts (clay jar). Andsince they carry ©hristin
their hearts, they can withstand all that Satan
devises for them — affliction, despair, persecu-
tion and even death. He reminded the people
of Corinth that by remembering Christs suffer-
ing and His conquering death, they were corr
stantly aware of the same "light’ spirit that re-
sides in each Chrstian foday. And in this re
gard, Christiare must not remain silent. By
speaking out or sharing C hristianity with others,
Christiars are increasingly providing thanks giv-
ing (by others) unto the glery of God.

August 24 2014

Lesson Title; An Appealfor Reconciligion
Lessan Scriptare: 2 Corinthiars &:1-7:4

Frint 2 Caorinthians &;1-13; 7.2-4

Devotional Songs: #8525, #77, and #243

Ve o g
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2014

A TR o (e

ey “erses: "Make room inyour hears for us;
we have wronged no oneg, we have corrupted
no one, and we have tadien advantage of no
one' (2 Carinthiars 7:2).

Far some teason the new Christians of Carinth
began to waiver intheir helief and to pull auay
fiom the relationship that Paul had earlier es-
tablished with them. Paul wrete the Corinthi
ans in arder to request that they search their
hearts and minds lke childien experiencing
uncanditional love,

Paul indicated that the Christian faith was not
farced an anyone who was segking the truth,
He indizated that the concept of Christianity
had been severely tested. The Christians had
undergone affliction, hardships, calamities,
bheatings, imprisonment, riots, forced labkar,
sleepless nights, and even hunger in profes-
sion of their lowe for Jesus. He alsa indicated
that the true Christian ha met the test by shows
ing purity in s pirt, knawledge, kindness, hali-
ness of spirt, love, and fruthful speech fo both
the sinner and thesaint.

Faul closed the letter by indicating that he wun-
derstood why they waiered in their beliefs,
They were only human, Paul asked that the
Gorinthians stand steadfast and not give up. He
indicated that the Church of Corinth was his
greatest pride and joyw, He openly hoasted
about his: relationship with the Corinthians and
their accelerated growth in accepting Chrstiank
ty. He indicated that though the relations hip
may have been strained, it was at that moment
that they could share in the affliction amongst
each other and then be corsaled together.

August 31, 20174

Lesson Title: A Community Shares ks He-
SOUrces

Lesson Scripture; 2 Corinthians 8- 8

Print: 2 Corinthiars 2:1- 14

Devotional Songs: #4824 7T, and #243

Hey Yerses; "As you excel in everything - in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eager-
ress, and in our love for you — so we want you
to exeel ako in this generous undertaking” (2
Corinthians 8:7).

The reviewer came ta the conclusion that this
lessan s @ carrgowver from the Sugust 24, 2014
lesson. It human nature that ence enthis i
a=mwanes for 3 given cause,so does financial

-anee of a

suppert of that cawse. Paul atempted to ap-
pealtothe Church of Corinth by making a par-
allel with the up and coming churches of Mace-
donia. He noted that the people of Macedonia
were so wolced up in accepting the fath that
they first submitted themsehes unte God, com-
mitted to service tewards markind, and gave
all that they had financially. He asked that the
people of Carinth once apain losk imsard, to
catch the zealthat they once shared in accept
ing and spreading the gospel (G hristianty) and
then to financially supportthe cause.

Paul closed the letter by indicating that one
must give with eagemess, He indicated that
there 5 a delicate balance betwesn identifying
a need and satiefying the need and that this

balance esan only be achieved with a pure
heart.

Church School
Book Club

Mily 2044 Discussion Date: 19 Jily 2044

1000 AM —11:30 &AM,
They Tell Me ofa Hom e, Danlel Blads, 2008

Augiist 2014
Oisgussion Date: 23 August DE'H
000 AL = 1130 B

Peace of Me, T.N . Williams, 2010

Gella Alewander assumed she had faged the
ultimate test of faith when her husband, Ehalil,
went'to prieon, and she's ﬁlﬂ“tr'plng o get het
life back to normal in spite of her inability to

1 forgive lim.: W hen she dlsnmurs that-her hus-

hand & somehew connected to the dsappear

Fﬂung girlin Detreit Celia spon dis-
eovers evil has no baundaries. She revitilzes
asearch that may be marethan she can han
die, Khalil Alexander may be incarcerated, but
he i far from confined. He has created an unu-
sual business aperation o feed hi distirbed
mind and fund his quest to be released, With a
famiihy in turmail, thelr daughter, Kaleia, hides
her pain lice a well worn diary. The troubled
sixteen yeal old heads down a destuctive
path, Invisible in plain sight. While mysteries
IJI'I[il.I'El and tiths are unvejled, Celia learns
that her family's peace will depend onfaith and
wisdem, -- AmEzon
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Celebrating 18 Years of Service

o _And whatever you do, whether miword or deed.

] ) F:_.
2 -. do it all n the name of the Lord Jesus, gwing
thanks to God the Father through fim. "

- Colossutris 3: 17

July 2014 5 the 18th annivers ary of the St John AMEN ministry. The fisst

issue of the 5t. John newsletter, in the currert format, was publshed after

the AME General Conference in 1286, Cwer the vears the staff has ex-

1 panded, some have come and some have gone. Some standard articles
continue to be ineluded each month, ke the Pastor's messange, recipes, pofpourri, recipe of the
month, bithdays and anniversaries, prayer of the morth and scripture of the month, Others vary
depending onthe season of the year or activities of the church. The first Esue was eight (2) pag
es; now the average number of pages & twenty (20), The AMEN i now printed in house and in
color, The Annual Taste Tea Fellowship (s ponsored by the AMEN Staffy began in 1997 and con
tinues each vear. The staffhas publshed o (2} cookbooks, Cireulation of the printed and elec-
tronic format comtinues te increase. To God be the glony!

The staff éxpresses tharks and appreciation to all who support this ministry as readers and/or
contributors. Dur vision for the future & to continue to reach readers of all ages with spiritually
enriching aricles that promete padicipation in worship-and minities of St John or their local
churches.

Plgise Ghvie iy Love dnet BclnavieReneents & all | truyy appreciats the
menaletter. | fanl comngeted B wips St ok AME Chuervh fandiys in Hoste
villis thrmsah 8. ¢ Shid L gpovr, '
by Whhion Lt comnesenmityy, Bl eht . .
paactor, { cailie s touck the Sersen. when | S22 bie growth of the teenagers
Whee iyt Eatlens Wb | DREKEAILy Brriviesl Aot | pray Bt The Lovdl Wil
fovever e thend cafe n s care

Frarm our
reader...

wWﬁ%nﬂWMf@ﬁw#mﬁaﬂ

{The Reverend.Judth Gardner, tinerant Bder, Hamitton, Bermuda’
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St. John AME Church S

229 Church Street LS. Hixtags

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Hurtsville, AL
Fermit Ma. 240

{256) 534-6B28 Fax

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

duly 21-24, 2014 Mimth Digrict CEC and Ministers Traning & Troy University
July 27, 2044 Marming Warship, 8:00 & m;,
iThriwe Worship Service, 10:50a. m.
August 1, 2044 Friday Mite Live, 7 p.m.
August 16, 2014 Church Family Fun Day

August 17,2014 Pastor's Appreciaion, 10000 a.m.

INDNJG Thatif you confess with your mooth, "Jesus iz Lo ™ and belleve in your hean
that God raised kim fom the dead | you will be saved, Romans 1009
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Pastor's Message

A Heart of Gratitude and Joy

PsalmS:1: Psalm <47

We have cometothe end of our annual eonference year, and | amso glad for all of the wonderful
blessings God has gwen us at this time, The psalmist declared, " will prage you, O LORD, with
all g heart; | wiill tell 'of all your wonders” (Psalm 2:1). Let us prase God with all of our hearts:
Let our hearts be filled with gratitode for all af the love that God has poured on St John

| must tell of Gods wondes! Over sty persons have joined our congregation, and several of
them were saved inthe progess. We began a tutorial program in which we adopted Davis Hills
Fariar: Prmiok B, Clayhin, 0 Middle Schoal and sent tutors there regularly, We ako donated school supplies to teachers and
unifarms to students. Through 5t Jahn's iThrive ministry of Friday Nite Live (both in November
2013 and August 2094, a number af youth frem our church and cemmunity were turned away
from suicidal thoughts. Seme members found healing through the Selah Memorial service, which
honored church and family members who passed avay. A number of people were enlightened
and empowered as we hosted a community forum an relations betveen police and the African
Armerican community, Others found joy in our Thankful People service just before Thanksgiving,
where sursole focus was giving Godthanks! Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, we donated
ower 100 food baskets to persons in need, the Soup Kitchen served over 1,400 meak. Our
Watchnight s ervice included a he at-warming vide o reflection of aur ministry efforts over the 2013
calendar yvear. We celebratedthe birth of our daughter Joya, and we praised God for bringing my
fatherthrough surgery to remove colon cancer. During Lent, we took the Journey of Faith as we
studied seven aspects of stewardship. Testimonies poured infrom those who began to tithe, oth
ers who began better health practices, somewho reprioriized their time to honor God, still others
who began effering their talents to the Lord, and a few wha began to give badk to their communi
ties. The S0+ Auxiliary brought the radio show 2™ Chanee ( hosted by IKenny Andemsan) to our
ehurch for a live taping. We then journeyed to Martgomery, &L, for the 8" District Pentecost Ex-
plosion, where ever 12,000 persors gathered at Alabama State University Stadium to celebrate
the gifttof the Hoby Spirt. U pon awur returm, our Vacation Bible School lfted the idea of getting con
nectedto God and had great patticipation. At Troy State University, the 8" District héld s Chris-
tian Education Congress. There, ane of aur members was recognized as Layvperson of the Year
forthe " District — Sis. Nedra MeDaniell (We will hold our awn celebration far her at our church
picnic later this month.) We alke had auwr first ever iThrive Sunday (celebrating youth and young
adults). A5 well, we had a number of guest preachers: Dr. Keith D, B, Lanrence { Harvest Surr
day), Beshop Caralyn Tyler Guidry (Founder's D &y}, the Reverend Bank ole Akinbkinu {H oy Week
Revival), the Reverend Carolyn Ann Knight (Women's Day), Rev. Bobhy Gox, Jr. (Men's Daw),
Pastor Willie Diggs (iThrive Sunday), and Pastor Adrian D avis (Friday Mite Livel.

For this wonderful journey, we thank God! It 5 because of God's grace thatwe were able to ac
complish all the above and more! Wi'e thark God for my wife and our exeoutive minister — the
Reverend Sher Smith Claybarn, Withowt her, none of these ministry efforts would have been
achieved with the kind of excellence that they exuded. We thank God for our staff ministers wha
are always ready to serve. We prake God far the office staff, financial officers and velunteers,

T el vl o e 2




st. John A ME N August 2014 Fage2

Pastor's Message
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s ho keep the office running efficiently and effectively. We praise God far-all of
the music staff, custodial staff, and security. team, Al of your hard wiork and
diligence has not gone unnoficed!

khank God for BishopJames L. D avis, who has given meths oppertunity to
Serve, and | thank God for Presiding Elder Qliver Allen for his support and
duidance, For all of the officers, members, and minstries of St Jdohn, | bless
[God Even though every great deed of each member or each minEty cannot
(LT rzcurded here for lack of space, please lnow that my heart'is grateful. My
i !art B alko joyful. "You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their
igrain and newtwine sbound” (Psalm 47), 5t John, you have made my heart
foyful as you all have allowed me to serve as yowr pastor. | am anticipating
tat God will doeven more for all of us as we enter this new corference year,
Let us pray for one another that we may see another aspect of God's glory as
eseeh o do even more ministry together inJJesus’ name. Let us besureto
flo that minktry with hears of gratitude and joy!

WFrom all of us on TEAM CLAYBOR N (Patrick , Sheri, P2, & Joyal:

THANK YOU!I
St. John Welcomes New Members for the 4th Quarter

. larcus Hill, Wrs. Angela Hil,
hartinee Hil, Kelsan Hill

(Tt i liard,
hiaurice EIIIard I'u'ls Fatnna LrI:tIE Ms .hrrrema Little, uls. F:EH Dinll.'|5
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Men's Day Service Was Spirit-Filled

By Bricdger J. Floyd

The Reverend Bobby B. Cox, Jr., pastor of Bethel AM. E
Bhurch, Mobile was the preacher for Men's Day an Sunday,
dtly 13", The theme was "Daring to Wak on Water'. The He
Spirit was truly present from the mament ef the Doxolegy
ind the opening hymn of praise, "Holy, Hoby, Hok and the
special Call to Worship led by Mr. Bill Williams. The Reverend
Charles Glover offered prayer which was followed by a spirit
filled prayer resporse of "Pass e Mot', K Karl Gullatte read
othie scripture taken from Matthew 14 2Z3-33 and M. Kenneth
Farham led the litamy. VEitons were welcomed by M. Aaron
Budley and Wr. Justin Yotk invited the men of St John to be-
Bome active members of the Sons of Allen, noting the activities
8f ‘the organization and the justcompleted Men's Retreat

'_hjnh oecurred & partofthe Men's Dayweek end;

iThe Male Chorus and musiciars, directed by W, Reginald
Fearson, set the tone and led the congregation in an abun-
dance of praise in musio and song. A lturgical danee contin-
wed to inspire praise and worship, a Brothers Jason Gilmore,
Wallace Parham, Xavier Rember, and Carl Lewk performed
g "l am” by Kik Franklin. Pastor Clayborn introduced the
freacher of the day,

’ v ’ T : e Reverend Cox preached on the topic "Greater & Coming'
based on the text Philippiars 3; 1214, He began by defining and explaining “process theology”
as establshed by Alfred NMarth. The premise being that God and Hie relatiorshipto believersfthe
worlld 8 @ dymamic ane, never static, and always inthe process of "becoming’, There is an em
phasis on connectedness, acoording to the Reverend Co, "We don't live in Bolation... every ex
perience s related and gives us greater undestanding of God's purpose for us." He explained
that " The Christian journey s a process . you can't handle all that God wills far your life at ane
time", therefore there & a processigreater 5 coming. B eferring to the text, he indicated that when
in a problem sivation or having & s ense that one has not become all that they couldis hould be, it
& impartant to rermember that this problem & part of the process and greater 5 coming it will
change}.

The Reverend Cox caulioned to avoid staying in & "cormfort zane”, in that even i things are great
they can become greater. He ako noted the mind & extremely powerful and plays a significant
igle in going'pushing fonmard, He indicated that #t & imporant ta relinguish the past; that i do
not focus on past mistakes, again highlighting that Paul mowved fonward rather than focusing on
the past. Finally, the Reverend Cox
noted it & important to, "Remember the
Laord, there & no one lke Him..He
stands at the apex of creation...He
promiEed never to leave you alone” {in
the procezs of becoming).

After the irspiing message and the
invitation to discipleship, Pastor Clay-
born offered a prayer for the men as
they were invited o the altar. All cor
gregants, not just the males present,
were blessed by a wonderful service of
worship and prase. The Men's Day
Cormmitize did a wondedul jolb,
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iTHRIVE Sunday

Power Up. .Get Gonnecled
By The Reverend Sheri Smith Clasbom

Exciting, powerful, power padied, full of spirit, and much needed are some of the words and
phrases used to desoribe iITHRIVE Sunday, July 27, 2014, This ministry geared toward the
older youth, young adults, and the young at heart had its first Sunday morning worship experi-
ence. Skter Danna Gullatte; mother of two of our youth, pested on social media regarding the
iTHRIWE worship service, "The iTHRAE service on yesterday gave new [ife to parents and |
surely hope the youth "Got It too.”

The theme for ths sewice was Power Lip... Get Con-
ected. The goal was notto have so many bels and
thistles that woship could not be recognized by all at-

Hendees. Actually, the goal was te catch the attention of

fect the dots between regular Sunday moerning warship
5 nru:es and Frlr:la'g.r Mite Live (FML). The heartheat of
his particular service was to wurn toward God using tra-
fitional AMEC foundations for worship service while
franszlating them in a contempoerary language that would
illewe young people and maybe even some who are not
familiar with the liturgy, to hear it and see it in a different
Peay, away thatwould allew them to connect to God and

o Womship was sed; however, itwas a different translation.
The [:all tn Wurshlp Wwas IE|:| by Patrick I.':Ii'g.rbnrn Il and Darius Seott. The prayer was lifted by
Fastor Claybarn, the offertory praver was given by Eddie W hitehead, Jr., the welcome was ex-
tended by Sister Abreeotta Williams, and the introduction of the mnrning's guest preacher was
given by Pastor Clayborn. & prage emsemble of 5t John members opened hears to God
through songs that were of the praise and woarship genre, a genre that isually speaks to God
as opposed te justtelling ethers about God. The Voices |n Praise Choir sang to God with se-
lections that imwited the whole church to give God pri'se The dance ministry, led by Do, Jen
nifer Patterson, minstered to a mic of cartemp orary music thatk e-pt all waiting in anticipation of
what would come next People of all ages padicipated in the service, & was reflected even in
the-dance ministry.

| Youth Pastor Willie Diggs of Beacon Hill Worship Center, ministers
il primarily to the youth of Beacon Hill (Madsaon, &lakama) thraugh
Amplified Youth Ministry. Pastor Willie & the Director of Come
Thirsty Ministry, a nor profit mentarship program for boys, Pastor

&l examples gave life to Pastor Willie's message in a way that al
ved all to grasp. The title of the sermaon was “Stay in the Blessed
Face” and the biblical text used was Luke 1511 — 24, Pastor

fife Shataun (and family), participants, and parents. We thank the
gificers and members of S, John for their willingness to worship
zod in different ways in order that &L people would be drawn to
Jesus Christ.
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FNL Emphasis Being “Plugged In"

By Janette Smith, Director afiTHRIVE Mnistry

s Cemunn adie THRE

isty ‘welcomed Worth Alabama attendees back to experience #s annual Werd and worship
event that was held August 1, 2014, The theme of "Power UP; Get Connected” continue d with a
focus on challenging attendess to evaluate the ways and mediums they use to connect with oth
ers daily and make their connection, or relafionship, with God their primary focus, The FHL team
staged @ power outage to emphasize the importance of being 'plugged in' to the Source of all
things (GO0, Pastor Patrick Clayharn helped give context for the theme and used a powerful
spoken ward piece on video pointing eut the flams in'religion, which was created by man, ver
sus 'relations hip' which was God's fist intertion for creating man andwoman. True to is reputa-
tion for being one of the few truly inclusive faith-based events in the Tennessee Valley, Pastor
Adrian Davis from &Il Mations Wors hip Center in Huntswille, &labama, was invited to hring a
Word nugget. His mini sermon "Time to Disconnect', challenged those in atendance to first
purge and get rid of all the alliances, habis and connections they have that pull them in the
wrong direction sa they can get'plugged intd the connection that truly matters. Imagine a lamp
plugged into an electrical outlet, yet emitting na light. No matter how many bulbs you replace, or
how mamy different lamp shades you put on it - light cannotbe generated if the lamp & plugged
into a fauly source. There B no poaer. In the s pirit, power comes through relations hip with G od
and is strengthened through time in His presence, time in HE Woard, and time samiersing
thraugh prayer,

ThatWord flowed seamlessly into aspecial call for prayer and the altar was filled, & most every
attendee wentto the altar to'taoe part. While in prayer, Paster Clavharn and Pastar Davis called
out the suicide spirt, discerning there were some attendees grappling with that burden. Those
few came fonadard and received aspecial impartation and were lead to courselors to be offered
resowces for plugging into counseling sessions outside the church. In another powerful move,
each Pastor prayed forthe other, showing tremendous care and cancem fortheir fellow brothers
in ministry, Rev, Shen Smith and S&. Janette Smith shared the importance of prayer through
personaltestimanmy.

Stellar-nominated youth pastor and rapper, L.P. {Lke Faul) minktered as did the Psalm 2 Mime
ministry. DJ Sam Smite served as the house DJ and 5t Jehn AMEC Msic Directar, Reginald
Pearson, led the crowd in praise and warship. Burdens were removed and yoles were de-
stroyed, As always, the svent was free and open to-churches and indwiduoak across the Ter
nessee WValley.

You may check out one  of the wideos shared during the pregram &
wnskyoutube comrainh = UARDC dog ¥
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FNL Emphasis Being "Plugged In”

By Janette Smith, Executive Producer of FML




st. John A ME N August 2014 Fage?f

Sons of Allen Men's Retreat 2014

By Justin York

The Sors of Allen held their annual
Mens Retreat on July 11-12, 2094 =t
Lake Gunterswille State Park in Gun-
N tersville, Alabarma. There were 25 menin
attendance at this wyears retreat.. The
Mers Retieat & always filled with fun
and laughter. Mosi of all, the attendees
depart with a wealh of knowledge, mem-
ofies of wholesome felloaship and in-
depth discussions about the Waord ef
God. This year the Sors of Allen held
wotkshops on finance (M. Ridiey Gosal,
Three Things A Christian Should Know
(Or. Jesse Wikon), Evangelism 101 (D1
Lee Williams), and concluded with a
message from the Presiding Elder,

The weekend began with food and fel
| lowship as the men of St. John gathered
Sons of Men Posefora group picture during the retreat. on Friday evening. The brothers taked
and laughed a they awaited the meal pre-
ared by "Master Chet' Brother Theadore Tyson. Silence dominated the room as everyone ene
Jz:'g.red their meal. The neves of LeBron James returning to Cleveland quidkly brake the silence and
the felloaship and conversation continued. The first day of the retreat ended with more fellowship

as thz men enjoyed relaxing andwatching movies,

j.

3 W

oA T ':f"i‘

Above : Tie menof 5. Jbhn emjoyng She smerery and follo wehip as the food is prepared and more attendees armive an Friday e vermng.

Saturday morning began with breaifast at Lak e Guntersville's main lodge. Everyone enjoved the
breakfast buffet & aluays,

After enjoying breddfast, the men got down to husiness. Mi. Ridkey Gosa, afinancial adwvisor with
Edward Jones, spoke about the importance of having conversatiors about meney and financial
planning. Financial advisars help their clients prepare for the future and give the took for imvest
ing. Hawing a clear understanding of financial needs helps prepare for the future, His advice was
to develap a strategy and he realisiic aboutthe goals.

bt el vy i )
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Ssons of Allen Men's Retreat 2014

By Justin Yark

Fom lefti fght: Satwday presenters M. Righy Gos, O, b5z Whisom, O, Lee \Wiam 5 and Presiding Bder Alen

A weld ol o g T

bty Financial Needs: 1) Where arm | today?2)Where would |like to be? 3) Can | get there?
41 How do | get there?(Financial advisers should be able to help yvou here) 5) How can | stay on
trade?

Dr. Jesse Wilson from Odowood Unwversity spoie to the men on the topic of "Three Things A
Christian Should Know," The textwas from Luke 15 { parable of the lost sheep). B Wikon's ‘main
peint was that lost people do matter o God. Every Christianshould know that lest people matter
to God. Every Christian should know that you can be in the house and still be lost. BEvery Chris-
tian should know that f you get lost, God will find you.

Dr. Lee Wiliams spoke to the men about evangelEm. Evangelism is the spreading of the Chris-
tiar gospel by public t2eaching or personal witness. Dr, Williams' session was filled with plenty of
scripture references that reminded everyone thatthey have marching orders fo evangelize. Chri-
tian men must stand and witness to thos e things shown to them: They cannot be seffish with
God's word, They must share their faith in erdertowinsouk. They must evangelize because be
ing Christ- ke means they have compassion.and God has commanded them to dosa.

Presiding Elder Allen charged the men with an impartant task: evangelem. Ths charge was not
taken lightty as D, Williams spoke before Presiding Elder. The mess ages throughout the day
were alse centered around evangelism, lLooking at the text (Genesi 3:3-85, Satan knasvs what
he & doing...he has been doing it since the beginning, He knows where a peson should be even
if they da not Even when they are lost, God k nows where they are. God will letthem know when
He is trying to getin touch with them, like He did with Samuel. Al Christiars have a charge from
God. They have to be prepared to answer His call and do His will.

Final thoughts from Presiding Elder Allen: "Somebody, somewhere needs vouto help them: grow,
God knew where Adam was. He wanted Adam to take s lodk at himself. Evangelism ks the K ey,
Fish waon't jurnpin the boat"

The Sonsof Afen of Bt John meet Hhe second Tiresday of each momthand isopen o all menofthe cluch
M. Theodore Tyaon is ike president.
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Ninth Episcopal District

Christian Education Congress and Clergy Institute
By The Rewerend Shen Smih Clavkom

God |s Greater Than ...

" The Minth Epicopal DiEtrict Christian Education Congress (CEC)Y and Clergy Institute was held
Wuby 21- 24 2014, on the Camipus of Troy Unvesity in Tray, Alabama, A delegation of members
from St John AME Church, Huntville, Alabama, attended. This delegation included wouth,
Jyoung and senior adults, lay persons and clergy. The theme for this Congress wa God s Greas
er Than... Special attertionwas givenin preparing workshops and worship services that weould
turn the focus o adonowledging, accepting, and walking inthe factthat God k5 Greater Than ALL
“things, stuatiors, and people who would try to convirice os that "they” are greater than God,

— "There were wokshops for all ages. Wokshops included: The Struggle Is Real But God B Great-

shop Thvis ad- | en Overcoming the Desires of My Flesh, Facing the Giants: Dealing With SAD ness (Stress, Anxi

dresses the CEC, ety, and Depression), My God ls Greater Than Amy Place, Help My Unbelief: God ‘s Greater

Than Everything. The finalsession was a general session that included a panel discussion fo-

gused an, God kB Greatel Than My STUFF {Stess, Trialk, Uncerainties, Failures, Finances).

Ages &7 were taught by St John's Skter Mary Rarkin, Their classes included: My God Is

Greater Than Anybody, Wy God b Greater Than Anything, My God Is Greater Than Amy Flace.

In each class Sister Rankin taught from 36-42 children between the ages of 47 years old. Sister

CRarkin used music, visuak, movies, art, books, and love to teach her classes. The children were
dlessed to have such & loving instructor.

oerth Participamt, Mariah Gullate 5 refliections on GEG 2074:
We, a5 Christians, are the followers of Sod through Jesws Christ. We, a Christians,
don't abways follow the word of God and ve in God' s image. We often conform to world by
demands and forget ouwr Christian reots. CEC zet the stage through worship experiences
and wokshops to remind us that Ged |s Greater than anything we will fage. | think this
was an important and much needed reminder as we preparedto start the school year,

At the MNinth - District Christian Education Jongress we: atended works haps to fellons hip
among our Bth district C hristian family, debated hottopics such as the stand yaur ground
law and human sexzuality (We are proud of ours ster, Kaithyn MeClung wha represented
5t Jehme Hunbville well in two debates), witnessed a beautiful Christian Debutante and
2 o ; Masters Ceremony which iwas for young people growing intheir Christian lives, a special
Sl B2 Sfarthe ekt guest antst provided entetainment that spoketo our hearts and our minds, and of course
wiarship! Through all of the teaching, debating, giving, and worshipping we were remind
ed that God Is Greater Than anything we are facing ar will ever face,

I left CEC reminded that we a5 Christians have o accept each other with love and battle
through our problems together. [t & our Christian dutyto lead others to God withoutjudg
ment, put dowrs, ar bashing, but all in LOVE. Abowe all, remembering that God I=
Greater Than ALL of our struggles. &5 long as we keep God first, we are urstoppablel

St John AME Churele Huntsville, Alabama i proud to have within s membership the Layperson
oftheYear. On Tuesday, Juby 22,2014, atthe -end of the Christian Debutante and Masters Cer
emory Bishop James and Episcopal Supervieor Arelis Davis presented the Layperson of the
Year Mavard to Bster Nedra MeDaniel Siter MeD aniel has been a fathful member of St John
AME Church singe 1884 Within the loeal church Skter MeDaniegl serves a5 a steward, chureh
treasurer, AMENewsletter editel, and has seérved as a coordinator of the dance ministry. Siter
Nedra has served as the Chairpeson of the Pentecost Planning Core Commitee since is incep
tion. Her grace-filled demeanor, faith-filled conversation, willingness te serve, and love of God
through Jesus Christshow in her everyday life. We are blessed to have Sister Medra McBaniesl.

Sis. Medra I'u;:EIaniel CEC was a success! The fellowship betwween believers was encouragementfor the journey. The
name

Layperson afthe Year

LTl e e oo pangr M)
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Back to School: A Few Suggestions

By Bricdger J. Floyd

It i= thattime of year, The joy {and pain}) of returning to school & here. There
back-to-sechool shopping, earliel bedtimes and wake-up calls, and the traf-
ig. There B the expectation of sesing friends, statingfcantinuing extracurric
ilar activities and of course, learning and studying, which will lead to the goal
of graduating and progressing to the point of being gainfully employed {full —
fledged adulthood).

T 15 involves changeftramsition, which ean be difficult even if one wants the
whange. There are those who eagerly articipate the next grade, new teacher
53, new phase (middle schoal, high school, college). Even when difficult,
Jehange & good. (kB necessary to venture forth from first grade.)

Thekeyto a smooth transition b planning and structure. Changing the sleep rowtine & important.
Itis not good te suddenly change fram staying up mest of the night and sleeping until noon, o
returning to the "school night” routine of 2 or 8 pom. bedtime the night before school begins, The
amount and guality of sleep & crucial to good school functioning. A problem in this area can re
sult in poor attertion, learning problems, = well as mood Bsues and iritability. Lkewise, a
healthy mealtostart the day B important.

Study habits are crucial. There are different study styles. Briefhy, acthive learning, or building on
daily lectures ‘ol lessoms & the bestway to learn., This prevents the need for "cramming” before
tests, as onby a review of the daily leaming’homenok is needed. Itk important ta note e type
of test that will bhe given because studying for recall versus recognition can make the difference
between and "A" and “C" or lower. Sudying for recall mears that one can generate or explain
the information far the test (fill in the hlank, short arswer, essay), while recognition mears that
the person canchoose the comect answer (coirectly spelled word, multiple choice, matching), If
the type of test is nothknown, itEs best to study for recall, so thal one can generate the answer
and easily pick the correct arswer from the oplions.

Parent should communicate with teachers regarding assignments, finding out how the child &
progressing { prompt them to give the positives ! progress, not look for negatives). Be sure to
have the PIMN to access the anline infarmation if the school system has computer based instruc
tion. Ched:i the computer pericdically hecause if games or other non-educational downloads
have occurred, the student might lose their computer and the capacity te effectvely do the
schoalhamework.

Having astudy routine & impartant. Parents should lettheir children know the expectation & that
homewon will be done before video / computer games, televiion, going eukide to play. Having
a break & good & long as it does not take twenty minutes to convinee the persanfoneself tore
turp fram a five er ten minute breakd), Thereshould he a cap on video game ime(forsome it has
been found bestto have video game time "saved up” for the weekend, especially fthere s a lot
of homewotk orstudying that extends to the normal bedtime, Thereshould not be exoting televi
sjion orvides game activity during the how before bedtime; especially if a young person has diffi
cultywiinding dawn at the end afthe day. Lowerthe lights, have quiet activities, engagein a bed
tirme rautine thatslows/calms down the activiby with hedtime being a natural segue.

Christian Education Congress and Clergy Institute

P rvrd ey Lo e W)

worship experiences propelled us forward. The workshops raised Bsues that need o he ad
dressed while reminding us that whatever we arefacing is NOT greater than Gaod, We give God
praise for our EpiEcopal Leadership, Christian Education Leadership and all who worlied o dilk
gently to prepare such a powerful experience, Special shout out to the Rewverend Charlotte
Greene for reminding us through her rap that God |s Grester T han!

Loaking forwardto CEC 2015
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Quiet Defense
By Paulette Bargon

Some of us are guick to defend ourselves when-
gver we encounter criticem or canflict. We will
thirk that they don't know what they are mking
about or they are just plain wrong. We might just
get angry or try to Blame others for our wrongs.,
Hewever, James 1:12 irsfructs us to handle dis-
putes differently: "Be quick to hear, slow to
speak and slow to anger” We might say or do
samething te hurt someons and not really reak
e it. 5o ifwee are inthe wrang we sheuld apolo-

‘gize- and ask for forgiveness and if we are not

wreng then we should try totake the ime to lis-
tento the concerms of the other person. Maybe
topgether a new solution can be reached,

We should pray and ask the Lord to give L8 pa-
tience and to hold our torgue when we want to
retaliate -and say s amething that we might regret
later. James |: 25 says, "If you claim o be reli
gious but don't comtral your tongue, wou are just
fooling wourselfand your religion & worhless.”

Sometimes someone will say hurtful things. just
to cause a conflict: We should forgive them Af-
terall f Jesus died to absole us of all aur sirs,
then we can certainky forgive others.

Tasum it all up selving conflict imvolves compro-
misg, finding cormmen ground that is biggerthan
our differences. If we cannot take the intiative or
shew the mecessary humility to seek commen
ground, conflict will resultin broken relationships
inall sspects of owr lives.

.8 Wime permon siays cam when insuited. An
honest winess tells the rwth; 3 Blse winess
iz lies. Some people mabe cuthing rem anks,
byt the words of the wise bring healing;

- Proverbs 12: 18-18

Soup Kitchen Corner

Be lind to one another,

tenderhearted .-Ephesians
432

Thark weu Father for the
compazsion, which B love
shown when someone we
know B strugpling, that & shown every third
and fourth Tuesday, by the dedicated "Seup
Kitchen" wolunteers, They serve i help & of-
fered or if not The church halds them in prayer
and appreciates the love that irspires them to
lowve athers without limi.

They krow that all human beings have the
same: basic needs, They wish the same far
those they serve as they wish for their own
loved ones: safety, love, family and friendship,
opportunities to thrive and a sense of well-
being. These nesds are hard to realce when
ane & suffering from the lack of fosd.

The church thanks the Soup Kitchen Minstry
for their acts ‘of compassion and encourages
others. to act with loving-kindness . The church
grows in awarensss a they achnonledge that
they are the love of Godinexpression and ac-
tion.

Thank you "Soup Kitchen" volunteers,

Go Green
Green Tipfar Summer®
Feep your refrigerator weall stocdced. Refrigera-
tors that: are full of food don'twarm up & quick-
by hen the door &= opened, sothey require less
energy tostay cool

" prif w2l comiieatth-ehane-Blgreen-
home-moling-tps

Peace Within

May today there be peace within.

May you trust'God thatyou are exactlywhere you are meant to be.

May vau not farget the infinite possibilties that are borm of faith.

May you wEe those gifls that you have received, and pass onthe love that has been given to you.
May you be canfidentknewing you are a child of God,

Letthis presence setlewithin yveur bones, and allese your seulthe freedom to sing, dance, prace

and love,
lt ie there for each and every one of us.
-5t Therese of Lisisux

"Try saying this prayer with the pronoun " or "me" and with "“wu", as 5t. Therese onginally wrote it and then
with the proneun "we" and you will expenence the divine imerconrectedn ess of all of God's children on earth.
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In Memory of
Joyce Cooper

duly 7, 2094, Joyee Cooper made

i

jer trarsition to be with the Lo, -
ce was a fathful member of St TEEhI'ID|Dg}' Tlp
lehn for many years. She was a By Ricarde Wiliama
grmer member of the chair and the

Stewwardess Board, She often volur Buving a Laptap
(LGRS R 4 A ML IR NGB T 2l [ oy that the'sehool year has begunfor many of
hien her sons were growing up in Elt-- the |logal schools and will soon b= starting for
LU e SR LR NG ET U Lnivers ties | many studerts will be purchasing
LT R Dl (aptops. This arficle will revien some of the
s LRI T R RO R GRSl mmain, specilications to comsider when purchas
N IROEIS IV LD R CRC LD LR ing @ laptop, First; determing how the laptop wil
mavs wore hats. Anytime you saw her at R
church, she had an a hat" Several persons, In
speaking of JDE:IDE. =l =T R T S TR TR o ethooks are designed to contain-ensugh powne
loved to read the bible and to discuss sorip- R RTRTY @ FEA o1 W01 1= Wt 1= ni | IR
tures with others. are yey lightin ==& and many medels can be
: putchased at a len cosl. The lightness makes it
BT-PL R R T Y] M I DB e a5y to oarry wehen visiting the coffes shop o
church regularly with her husband and waited R H EE T G Y o A R T SRS
patiently, reading or discussing famity with oth BETRETE RS TN M wE TN RE el o T VB w1 o A

er members, while he performed his finance € ERRGIGEETSTT R0 S SR MR ET B RS TSGR
committee duties; Often she spent-the time S5l BT B EReT | ET.T8 S0 1S 8 -0 e T 3

sitting quietly inthe empty sanctuary and read- RS S TEEERAETTNE 8 ) TS 8 11T

ing her hible, should alks contain, at lezst 87 lours of contin
uelE battery |ife:

St John offers condolences to her husband,

Carol Cooper, hersons, Donell and Jason, and [Tt il pewerful Enaugh and the

ta all of her family members. useris a gamer, a 15-18" desiitop replacement
notebooc with a high resolotion, @ goed proces-
¥ pay yes, Lovd sol, atleasta 512 MB viden card and at mini

i zay yes mm a 600 GB hard diive sholld b2 purohased,
fa Your wil Lom (8 say yer I & lot of downloading and staring of games will
Where You lead m e, betaking place, purchase a lot of disk space ol
Wil go. an extzinal hard d e

IV zay yes, Lod
I W-aay yes.. Hthe Taptop will be used for schoolto do home
watk, (eseaieh papers ar Hght educatianal aeth-
- CLVGREL G EIEER L ifies 3 13-15" notebook computer should' be

| suttable. The notebock sheuld contain st least

x A4GE of RAM ta fun Miorozoft appliestions and

ﬂAMU AthIEt“:' Da}" daing a lgl of research UEing a-wWeb Browser

2 Most notebooks can be purchased with a 280

1:30am BB hard dive but for storing many Misrosoff

documents a8 500 GB hard drive may be besi

The Knight Center on the campus of | The Bkt Sperating Syt I5 imaie sutable fol
Alabama ARM University EIBERGRLS AR Sk

A5 many af these features &are similar, purchas-
ing & laptop with the correct configurations &
vary important. The |sting of the speciications

Will ke held fom i far & lapop cauld gean forever, Butthe spees
that have been mentioned are same ofthe mest
impartant
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FIFTH SESSION OF
NorTHWEST ALABAMA ANNUAL CONFERENCGCE

WEDNESDAY— SaTLR DaY, SEFTEMEER 10-13, 2014

F AIRFIELD CIVIC CENTER
E508 East J. OLwer Eoan, FAIRFIELD, ALapama 35064

MT. Zion BME CHUReH, Co-HosT- THE REVEREHWD SHERYL SHIPMEN, PasToR
SappLER s CHAPEL AME CHupcH, Co-HosT, - THE REVEREMD THO MaS FRAMKLM, PasmR
‘Waro CHarELAME CHuREGH, Co-HosT, - THE REVEREMD LEVI BiLLPs, PasToR

THE RevErREmMD Ouver 0. & LIEM, HosT PRESIDIMG ELDER

THE RIGHT REVEREND JAMES L. D avis, SERVANT BisHOP
MoTHER ARELIS BEAVERS D avis, Eriscopr AL SUPE RVISOR

WEDKES DAY
WIS Confrence (B arm—5 prm)
Apnpue) CoMFEREMCE
4400 P Opening Session, Roll Call
70 Phd WAS Might in White Candlelight Sendce,
THUR s DAY
B20 Sl Cevotion
B30 A hdarming Glory Bille Study
210 Al Canference nstitute
A5 Al BUSINESS SESSI0N—Reading of minutes, Financial Reports, Conkrence
Camponent Reperts, Pastor's Report)
1230 P HOUR OF POWER WORSHIP SERVACE
3400 Pk BUSIMNESS SESEI0N—{Administrative’ Commitiee Reports, Pastor's Report)
7400 Phd CPEMIMNG WORSHIF SERWVICE
The Rewerend Cleophas Guics, Preacher
Pagor, Jomes Chape! AME Church, Fairfeld, Alabam a
Frioay
B20 A Oevotion
B30 Al hiaming Glory Bible Study
B0 Al Canference nstitute
B85 A BLUSIMESS SESSION—Reading of minutes, Pastor's Report, Daniél Payne Callege
Report}
1230 P HOUR OF POWER WORSHIP SERVICE {Sons of dlen )
330 Ph BUSINESS SESS10N—Literary Reports, Ministerial Efficency Committes, Retirement
Acknowledgerment, Statistician Report, Disciplinary Questions)
7400 P LAY MIGHT {MEW LIVES IN CHRIST CELEBRATIGM)
SaTUR DAY
2:00 Ahd YPO Session
8:30. Ahd YPO Program
11:15 Al Praise Serdce
1130 P CLOSING and COMWISSIONING SERVCE

Preacher: The Rewerend Doctor &rn Lightner-Fuller
Pasar, A, Cafvary AME Chuvehr, Towsn, Mandland

MOTE: There will be a combined Ordination Service atthe hMnth District Planning Meeting far all
candidates for ordination.
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—even New Food Rules for Health and Longevity
By Angelia Daniels

Americans are turning to real healthy foods, not justto lose weight but to reverse diseases,
maint@in health, and live longer. Physicians, chefs, farmers and foodies give new ideas that will
change the way people eat. ThiE & not a diet, but & movement, a revolution, and evergone
should jump an board,

Rule Number 1— Cook "Real" Food

The most radical thing te de in arder to improve their health & to cook "real’ food at home.
Cooking is healthier than not cock ing. Studies show that home-cooked meals contain fewer cak
gries than meak eaten outside of the home. Nearly everything cocked at harme & superior in
quality and nutriton. It & cheaper, especially for four of more. Codking gives eontrol and

knowledge of what & in the dish, Letting restaurank prepare food gives them control. Choose
the healthier food.

Rulz Number 2 — Eat Bacteria
Andrew Weil, MR, alternative medicine expert, recommends adding sauediraut and yogurt to
the diet.

Rule Number 3 — Reduce Meds
Eliminating a day of meat can cut saturated {bad) fak by 15%: It ak o saves on fossil fuelk.

Rula Number 4 — Ditch Disting for Good

The popular Mediterranean diet & not a diet, but @ way of eating for life. Accarding to recent
studies, eating vegetables, nuts, olive oil, and fih lowers the risk of heart deease and increases
the chances of living a healthy life past seventy. People need to revis it their relationship with
food and dieting, They should cultivate goed habil that become automatic. Having good home
food habits means one can socialze and eat freely without counting calories and feeling guitty.

Rule Nu mber 5 — Eat to Hed the Body

Can delicious dishes cure bodies of sickness and dsease™ The amswern "yes", There are many
health benefits of eating certain foods. Eat foods high in fiber such as chickpeas or beans to
reduce blood sugar splies and inflammation, Exta wirgin alive ail has anticcidants which re
duce inflammation. Red peppers and cauliflower are good for the immune system because they
are high in Witamin 2, a potert antioxidant that mops up free radical and helps regenerate oth
er antioxidants, ke Yitamin E. Black grapes have compounds that inhibit activity of an enzyme
that causes depressive symptoms as well a8 increase the feel good hormones, serotonin and
dopamine. Dark chocelate can enhance mosd. Eating salman, tuna, and cod fish give a kak
ance ef Omega 3 and 8, Celery contains apigenin, a strong inflarmrmation-fighting phytonutrient.

Rule Nu rmber B — Get Back ta the Basies

Cook real food and serve as close to s original form so that #t looks ke something grewn in
nature that brings one to-the original source, creator God, Use natural ingredients and every
thing will taste bet=, Eat whole fooeks and plant- based foods. Aveid processed and refined
foods to reverse hear disease and Type-2 Diabetes as well as help to decrease bodyweight

Rule Nurmber 7— Buythe Best Food inthe Stare

Az fruis and wegetahles have been bred to be higger and sweeter, key nutrients have been
stripped away. Science-badied tactics help to navigate the produce aisle. Go for tiny tomatoes
which have more lyeapenethan larger ones. Buy equal amount of fruits and vegetables, unless
restricsted by health reasors. Fruits have more antiexidants. Large, whole carrots have maore
nutriemts than baby ones. Cedk bold onions and eat sweet ran onion. Pungent anions are
heahlhier. Choose bunch spinach over hagged and prewashed greens. Processing makes them
less flavorful and nutriious. This 5 fue forkale, collards, mustards, turnips and cabbage. Buy
fresh herbs and spices which are most potent. Lastly, it & blads, blue, red or purple, justbuy it

Everyane needs to get out the grocery list, go shepping, pick up a pan or pot and get in the
kitchen to put these new food rules inte practice s o that th ey will live langer and healthier.

Reference: "The 7 Rules ofthe Mew Food Fewldtion,”" Pevemfon Magazne, March 2014
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2014

This maonth's reviews were writlen by Willie
Sandifer.

Beptember 7, 2014

Les=zon Title: A Msion of the Future

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 30

Print: Jeremiah 3C:1-3, 18-22

Devetional Songs: #4500, #2372, and #243

Key Verse: "The days are coming,’ declares
the Loro, "when | will bring my people Israel
and Judah bask fram eaptivity and restore
them to the land | gave their ancestors to pas-
sess,” says the Lorp.” (Jeremiah 30:3)

Jderemiah's forty year career as a prophet wit-
nessed both sides of that dEaster as God
imed himtowarn Judah and it kings af pend-
ing divine judgment, God's patience with His
people had ended. He spoke (through the
prophefi of the problem as a wound that wwould
not heal (Jeremiah 30:12). Eventhough Judah
had had a krief period of religious revival un-
der King Josiah, it did not persist after that
mans death (2 Kings 22-258). Jeremiah's mes-
zage moved fram & ecall for national repent
ance, to a warning of national disaster by the
hand of the Lord, to promise of restoration.
The latter is the sukject of this lessan,

King Solomon built atemplein Jerwsalem as a
permanent "temple of the Lord” to replace the
portakle tabernacle that had been in uwe for
severd| hundred yeas, As a result, the-temple
became the newd hame forthe &rk of the Cove-
nant. The capital city thus became the temple
gity. The magnficent temple was dedicated
around 860 BC, Hstood until # was destroved
by the Babylonian army of King Nebuchadnez-
zar in 826 BC,

Ancther powerful factor for reestablis hing a
city waas religion. Places deemed to be haokf
needed to be rebuilt simply becaus e they were
deemed to be holy. This |esson looks at a city
that met this arterion a5 well as the others
above: the city of Jerusalem—perthaps the
mest famous city in the history of the world
with regard to religion. Jerusalem was de-
stoyed in S8 BC, and the text will help to un-
demtand why there was such astrong impetus
to rebuild the city,

Ssptember 14, 2014

Lesson Title; Hope for the Future
Lesson Seripture: Jeremiah 31
Print: Jeremiah 31:31-37

Devaoticnal Songs: #4064 #2571, and #2443

Key “erse: "The days are coming,” declares
the Lorp, "when | will make a new eovenant
with the people of krasl and with the people of
Judah! (Jeremiah-31:21)

Thi lesson addresses God's -covenant with
Old Testament lErael and looks s His promise
through Jeremiah of a new covenant—a better
one.

Covenants inthe Bible feature agreements that
express or imply obligatiore and benefis be
tween parties. The Old Testamert sometimes
speaks of covenants made between two peo
ple, such & the one between Laban and J&
cobi, The most important covenants in the Bi
ble, thaugh, are those hetween God and peo
ple. They are both ke and unlke human-to-
human covenants invarious ways.

The first mention of covenant in the Bible & in
reference to promises the Lord made te Maah,
This & followed by other God-to-human cove-
nants: weith Abram and his descendants lsaae
and Jagobh, with the peaple of Israel (after their
departure from Egypt), and with King D avid.
The covenants after Moah reflect the progress
of the peaple of God from afamily graup head
ed by Abraham to a developed nation with a
king, land, capital city, and temple.

We should neote God's covenants to bhe one-
sided affairs in a couple of ways. Fist, God
establishes the terms of His covenants: there
are no give-andtake negotiatiors in this re-
gard. Second, God alkways keeps His side of
Hi cowenants: Humans may fail, but Ged's
promises are always true. The weakness of the
covenantto Old Testament [sraelwas newver on
the part of God, but on the part of the covenant
people. The relenfless eyele of =in, sarrow,
supplication, and sahleation proved that people
needed a new covenant.

Jderemiah 31 speaks of a time of restoration
that was not to come until-atter 538 BC, the
weal the exile ended. The prophet pictured this
restoration a= a great parade of the "remnant of
Israel returning from all directiors.. This thrang
iz not @ wvictarious army, but includes pregnant
women, the blind, and the lame, all weeping
with joy. ThiEe sets the tone far Jeremiah's
broader vision of a new covenant.

Ve o g AR |
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2014

A TR

September 21,204

Lesson Title: Anticipaion of the Future
Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 32

Print: Jeremiah 32:1-8, 14, 15

Tentative Devotional Sengs: #4249, #2258, and
#2473

Hey Yers=. "For this s what the Loro Ak
mighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields
and wineyards will again be bought in this
land." {Jeremiah 32:15)

Mt e )

This lessoninvolves “redemption” of a parcel of
land; seme information on that concept & in
order. The "right of redemption” within the Law
of Meses was a provieion designed to keep
family preperfies intact, The land of Canaan,
the Promised Land, had heen given to the Isra-
elites by the Lord.. Since possession of plos of
land was to be seen as a sacred trust, the law
rmade provision for redeeming prapery that had
heen sold outside the family. This was some-
thing lke the modern “right of first refusal”

Eraelite families ietained ultimate rights: over
land they had sald. If economic hardship ne-
cessitated selling a parcel ef:land, such land
s firstto be offered to sther family members.
There was even a sense that a relatve who
had the means to buy this property from the
distressed family member was obligated to do
=p to keep the land in the famil. The seller
retaingd the right of repurchase it his finances
improved, but at current matcet value. Al unre-
deermed land wias to revert to the ariginal family
amners every S0 vears, when a year of jubiles
was obsanved,

The intended effect was ta tie people to the
land 5o that an engoing possibilty of econormic
prosperity could be retained for every fTamily in

Erael. From .a modem perspectve, it placed -

severe limits on land speculation practices a a
imeans to accumulate iwealth.

September 28,2014

Lesson Title: Future Peace and Joy

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 33

Print: Jeremiah 33:1-11

Tentative [ evotional Songs: #5257 and 243
Key “erzes: ™| will restare the fortunes of the
land as  they were before' says the
Lo ro" (Jeremiah 33:11)

In last week's |lessonJeremiah was detained at
acourtyard preon connected with King Zedeki-

ah's palace as the Babyloniars besieged Jeru-
salem, The prophet's situation and the reason
for. it still held, Jeremiabk's imprsonment
seemed to have been as much about taking
him out of the public square as about any trea
sonable offerse. The besieged cihy was on
edge, and the kKing did not want that prophet
exacerbating the morale problems,

Jeremiah had been zerving a a prophetic
voice in-Jerusalern far some 40 years at the
time of this lessan (587 BC), so he was a well-
known figure in the city. Atthough he was never
popular because of his dire warnings and
harsh eondemnations, his |ongevity attests o
some degree of acceptance by the people. He
was not easilysilenced.

Church School
Book Club

August 2014 _
Discussion Date: 30 August2014
10:00 AN, — 11:30 & .

Feace of Me, T.N, Williars, 2010

Septe'mber 2014
Discussian D ate! 20 September 2014
1000 A M — 1150 AM,

The Crher Side af Eaadnem, Vanessa I.'Ji'l.rs
‘Griggs, 2012

How far will faith and love go whem.an.am bi-
tous man finds hinself i the fght of ks life—
it 2 woman who imons-the other side of
goodnessalitoo pell

Fifty-year-old Alabama congressman Lawrence
Rudolph Simmens will do whatever it fakes fo
get re-elected--even switch parties from Demo-
crat to- Republican. With the poltizal tide turn-
ing, Laweence feek. its his best shot--along
with his charsma, solid wenty-nine year mar-
riage, and three great kids. But a buried secret
from his past & about to be resurrected. . |

Ifs. been elght years since Gahrlelle Mercedes
gave up her baby for adoption. But when she
|earms the child desperately nesds a bone mar-

row transplant, she doesn't hesitate to contact
the congressman. Lie Lanrence, Gabrielle will

"r'qh:l:'fnr what she H'I.I'I.[ﬂi BuEn rT i means the
‘truth could ruin semeone: eke's |ife and career.

— fom Baels Cower
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200 am
Wonkl
QS am.
Cheh Scias
1E0am.
INomR kB B0 pm.
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Pray for our Sick & Shut-ins

AME Proud

Check onttiese AME Face ool Page s and Goops

AMEC Connectional Health CommBEsian

AME Church Members Connecting Around World
African Methodiet Epecopal Chureh

AME Chureh Histary DiE cussion

The Minth Episcapal BEict AME Churgh COfficial Group
SAINTJOHNAME HEW

About St. John Members

Ms. Jang Willlams was awarded the distinet honor
of "Glass of 2013 Hall of Fame Inductee”, Bews and
Girs Clubs of Moth Alabama on July 15, 2013, Janel
received this award at the 5" Annual Leaders & Leg-
ends Dinnerwith Alabama Coach, Midk Saban, speak-
Bl

This award stated Janmel has been a member of the
Boys and Girk Club since the age of 8 and grew into &
leader amongst her peers. and staff In 1988 she was
named the Alabama Boys and Girs Club Youth of the
Year and was one of the fist high scheol students 'in
the nation to receive the $25000 Cprab Winfrey Met
wiork Seholars hip. She completed her BS Degree in
2011 from Athens State University, and & currenty
puisuing a MBA in Logitics.

Janel & the mother of Jared and Janese and 5 a mem
ber of the Veices of Prase C hoir of 5t. Jahn.

Congraulaions, lang!

T L T L T e T T TR T T

Judge Martha Lynn Sherrad received the 43rd &n-
ndal Thurgoad Marshall Judicial Award, presented by
the Matonal Bar Assooiation (NBA). The award was
presented at a luncheon, which was part of the
NBEL's BEth Annual Convention and Exhibits. Comeen
tion attendees participated in a variety of forums, and
symposiums that addressed the unigue challenges and
Esues faced by legal professionals.

Congraulaicns, Judge Sherrod!

REMEMEER OUR MILITARY

ABE Joseph, Dasha

230 Chevalier Field S&ve.
BES George Washingtan
FPensacela, FL 32508-5151

Flezre emember 58 John s mitary Bmiym en bers
by sending cards o e emindes ofhom e, Heen
Hhem in your daily prayens.

If wou knew of any memhber of the St Jehn family wha
has a loved ene deployed overseas a well as those
stationed in the US, please conmtact any AMEN staff
with their name and address. You may ake e-mail the
contact information to stjiohnameh@aol com:

Page 18



st. John A M.E N August 2014 Fage 20

S1. John AME Church Mo kgt

229 Church Street LS. Hixtags

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo, 2<0

{256) 534-6B28 Fax

Return Service Request ed

E-mail gtiphnamehi@aol .com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.org

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Epizcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Apgust 16, 2014 Church Family Fun Day
Augus 17, 2014 Pastor's Appreciaion, 10:00 a.m.
Bishop Clement Fugh, Guest Preacher
August 23, 2014 South Birmingham-Huntswille-Bessemer Harvest Ho me,
Grady Madison AMEC, Madison, Alabama
August 24, 2014 AAMU Day, The Bnight Center, A&M University Campus, 10:30 a.m.
August 31,2014 Pastor's Appreciaion forthe Reverend Dennis Deloach,

A 200 p.m., Matthews Chapel AME Church, Fack |gr, Alabama

September 10, 2014 WMS Annual Conwvertion
Fairfigld Civie Center, Fadield, Alabama

September 10-13, 2044 Northwest Annud Conference
Fairfield Civic Center, Fairtigd, Alabama

Thatif you comfess with your mowh, “esus is Lo M and believe i youwr heart
that God raised him from the dead |, you wil be saved. Romans 109

INDNJG
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St. John rejoices in the return of the Reverend Doctor Patrick Clayborn as its pastor and the
Reverend Oliver Allen, Jr. as its presiding elder.

“I thank my God every time | remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.”
- Philippians 3:3-5

St. John is thankful for every remembrance of the outstanding leadership of Pastor Patrick
Clayborn and Executive Minister Sheri Smith Clayborn.

Thank you for the fervent prayers each Tuesday on the Prayer Call.

Thank you for the anointed Holy Ghost-filled preaching each Sunday.

Thank you for the energetic Bible teaching on each Wednesday (at noon and 6 pm).

Thank you for the godly representation of St. John in the community, district and across the
connectional AME Church.

Thank you for heart-felt ministering to those in need, especially to the sick and the bereaved.
Thank you for the example of how to walk with God in every aspect of life.

Thank you for your love for God, for one another, for the church and for the people.

Thank you for leadership in the growth of all ministries of the church.

Thank you for development of heart-warming special worship services.

Thank you for your faithfulness.

‘I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ.” - Philippians 3:6

St. John expresses thanks in advance for the work that you
will do this conference year. God is doing a great work in
the leadership and the congregation of St. John. Key
points for this conference year come from The Five Practic-
es of Fruitful Congregations. They are getting grounded in
prayer and passionate worship, radical hospitality (striving
to be a welcoming space), intentional faith development
(learning how to apply the scripture to our daily lives), faith-
fulness in giving, and expanding our level of service to the
community.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow!”
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Pastor’s Appreciation:
“A Man of Faith with a Passion for Praise”

By Jeanette Jones

| Pastor Clayborr &nd ﬁzshop Fugh
‘ pose after semice.

Bishop Fugh préaches
inspiring message.

On August 15-16, 2014, The St. John AME Church family held a pastoral ap-
preciation celebration for the first family, the Reverend Doctor Patrick DeWitt
~ M Clayborn, the Reverend Sheri Smith Claybomn, Patrick Il, and Joya. Coordi-

W nated by the Board of Stewards and directed by the Holy Spirit, the weekend
| began with a fun-filled church picnic and culminated with Sunday worship and
a leadership luncheon.

il The theme, “A Man of Faith with a Passion for Praise”, was inspired by Pas-
] tor Clayborn’s demonstrated desire to live an exemplary life of praise and
4 devotion before God. Pastor Clayborn is known throughout the Episcopal
District for his anointed preaching, insightful teaching and fervent prayers —

2 all evidence of a committed walk with God. Since the beginning of his tenure
at St. John, Pastor Claybom has been consistently faithful in his duties as shepherd over the
Lord’s flock.

The guest preacher for Sunday worship was The Right Reverend Clement W. Fugh, presiding
prelate of the 14th Episcopal District. His inspiring message, “Tell Them - Even if They Do Not
Believe You” (Luke 4 and Isaiah 61), was a focused, biblical charge to Pastor Clayborn and the
Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, as well as a blessing for all who share the good news of the
gospel in word and deed. Bishop Fugh spoke of the “strange paradox” of the preaching that
enables a preacher to also be blessed by the same words they minister to others. He then con-
trasted the challenges of Jesus’ ministry with the challenges of contemporary preaching. Bish-
op Fugh concluded with a pointed pastoral challenge: “Keep preaching, make full proof of your
ministry.”

Mrs. McAIpinefranklin, Guest Soloist.

Musical selections were rendered by the choir. An
anointed musical selection, dedicated to the Clayborns,
was delivered by guest soloist, Mrs. Carla McAlpine-
Franklin of First Missionary Baptist Church (Huntsville,
Alabama), that not only blessed them, but brought the
congregation to their feet in praise and adoration to God.
The service ended as the Stewards presented the Pastor
and the first family with special gifts and love offerings
from the congregation - expressions of love and appreci-
ation for the sacrifices they make in caring, serving and
§ feeding God'’s people.

(Continued on page 3)

Pastor’s Appreciation:
“A Man of Faith with a Passion for Praise”

By Jeanette Jones

(Continued from page 2)

P.astor Clayborn grqciously thanked the stewards and congregation as he graciously received the
gifts on behalf of his family and expressed personal gratitude to Bishop Fugh for his presence
and preaching.

Following the worship service, leaders of the various ministries of the church joined the Clay-
borns, Fughs, and other special guests for a leadership luncheon on the campus of Alabama
A&M University.

: StewardsposeforpicturewithmeClaybomsandFu : '
at the leadership luncheon. o
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Ninth Episcopal District |

istrict

Détes to Remember

Alabama River Region Annual Conference
WMS Convention, Oct. 2, 2014
Opening Annual Service, Oct. 2 at 7pm

Thurs. - Sat. Brown Chapel AME Church
Oct. 2-4, 2014 Selma, AL 36703

Northeast Alabama Annual Conference
WMS Convention, Oct. 15, 2014
Opening Annual Service, Oct. 15 at 7pm

Wed. - Sat. St. John AME Church
Oct. 15-18, 2014 Fort Mitchell, AL 36856

Southwest Alabama Annual Conference ;
WMS Convention, Oct. 22, 2014 Wed. - Sat. Metropolitan AME Church

Opening Annual Service, Oct. 22 at 7pm Oct. 22-25, 2014  Mobile, AL 36603

Planning Meeting Nov. 13-15, 2014 Daniel Payne Plaza

|

9th District Annual Lay Convention Nov. 21-22, 2014 Sheraton, Birmingham, AL
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St. John Goes to Campus to Worship for AAMU Day

By Bridget J. Floyd

On Sunday, August 24th, St. John marked AAMU Day differently. That is, St. John condl_jcted' a
special worship service at the Knight Center on the campus of Alabama A & M University
(AAMU). St. John members and the student-athletes, coaches, faculty, and staff converged at
10:30 a.m. The Voices in Praise (VIP) Choir with featured soloists and various harmonious choral
combinations enhanced a spirit-filled worship experience. The combined representation of the
Dance Ministry (adult, youth, children) received a notable response from the stuqent - athletes
with a hip-hop-inspired performance. Student athletes and AAMU staff/faculty participated in the
AME order of worship along with St. John clergy and members.

Executive Minister, the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn was the worship leader for the service.
The Stewards of St. John coordinated the special service. A male and female student-athletes
shared the duty of reading the scripture. President and Mrs. Andrew Hugine welcomed all to wor-
ship and introduced the administrators, faculty, and the coaches who in turn presented their re-
spective student-athletes. The Hugines have dual roles in terms of AAMU administration as well
as St. John members. Athletic Director, Mr. Bryan Hicks, brought greetings and expressed ap-
preciation to St. John from the AAMU athletic department.

\3 k; ;'.J,

g EJMrs. Hugine extend welcome.

Mr. Hicks greets wors¥

ent-athletes read ' i ‘ ' v
B scripture. TearsWeregifitoduced by codghes.
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St. John Goes to Campus to Worship for AAMU Day

By Bridget J. Floyd

(Continued from page 4)

The Children’s Dange Mihistry leads "

‘ inMpraise through dance. ‘
Pastor Clayborn preached on the topic of "Lost and Found" from the text Luke 15: 8-10. He be-
gan by posing the question of whether the congregants had ever been lost and noted one could
be confused, and even "unsure of whose you are." He indicated that it can be hard to admit be-
ing lost. Dr. Clayborn offered suggestions as to "how to get found."
The primary recommendation was to notice what is out of position; as
N the text where the woman "knew she had lost one of ten coins”. He
ndicated that the problem that the coin could not be located was like-
y due to disarray in the woman’s home. He recommended that one
10t "adjust to the mess" but rather, "clean it up". Further, he suggest-
2d that, as in the text, one must shed a glimmer of light (the woman lit
| lamp) in order to break from the darkness in one's life. He encour-

aged to "never, never, never give up" in the words of Winston Church-
. He indicated a "found" person will rejoice.

Youing Adult Dance Ministry
augments the ehildren.

‘fter the encouraging sermon, a special prayer was offered for the
Students. Grace was offered as the students were to transition to the
“cafeteria after the service. They responded in a prayerful manner and they softly joined in sing-
|ng the words as Mr Reginald Pearson led the congregation. Their spontaneous blending of their
voices was touchy.

//I

ﬁu&ent athletes llgstrate the message.

v

As the invitation to discipleship was offered, so was an open invitation to worship at St. John at
any time.

The Stewards gave gift bags/"survival kits" to the students as they headed for the cafeteria. The

service was different this year but appropriate for the audience, who were greeted warmly by St.

John members and officers, with the hope that the students will accept the invitation to worship
"at" St. John soon and often. This was an inspirational service on several levels.
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St John A.M.E. Observes Annual WMS Day

By Paulette Bargon

“Missionaries with a Passion to Serve”
yas the chosen theme for the St. John
\.M.E. Church 2014 Missionary Day for
e Betty E. Derrick Women’s Mission-
ry Society (WMS), celebrated on Sun-
ay, August 10, 2014, during the 10:50
im worship service.

Sister Claudinette Purifoy-Fears shared
e announcements in her own charm-
ng way and also led the worship ser-
ice. Sister Lorraine Parham led the
summary of the Decalogue. Sister El-
& < anor Burnett offered prayer and Sister
e * \" g P | \shley Lewis read the scripture from
WMS and YPD pose after the WMS Annual Day. - 4 ohn 13:4-14.

After greetings, Sister Charlsie Brooks ed that this was not just an annual day but an
opportunity to show who the WMS is and to invite others to join the team as they minister with a
passion to the needs of the sick, poor, hungry, homeless and to support those with other needs.
The WMS not only serves the local community, but the global community as well. She stated
that the WMS also has one of the best jobs in St. John AME, working with the children in the
YPD. Sister Alicia Brownlow led the Litany, which was entitled, “We’ve Got to Have Heart.”

Sister Kaitlyn McClung recited a wonderful poem, which she composed, entitled “WMSW.” This
poem described the duties of the Women’s Missionary Society and the passion and the spiritual
way in which they serve. This young lady is truly gifted. Sister Mariah Gullatte welcomed visitors
and guests. Sister Angeline Brownlow rendered the offertory prayer.

The WMS President, Sister Felicia Carter, introduced the Reverend Meriam Garrett, the speaker
for the service. Following the introduction, the St. John Gospel Choir, with guest soloist, Ms.
Danita Wilson-Jones, rendered a soul stirring and uplifting rendition of the gospel song, “When |
Get Home.”

The Reverend Meriam Garrett's sermon was entitled, “Is He Here?” She based the message on

the scripture, Matthew 6: 1-4 and the Missionary purpose taken from The Doctrine and Disci-

pline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 2012. The Reverend Garrett focused on three

words in the Missionary Statement that should describe every member of the WMS. Here are
just a few highlights from her sermon.

e Called: WMS are all called by God. They are all gifted, needed, invited and sent by
God for the sake of the world to do His work. God'’s call is for all to be united with Him and to
use their gifts in service for their neighbor. Since there are many gifts, why not use them?

e Committed: Being committed to God’s message means being committed to His will.
God’s mission for believers focuses on three things: evangelism, edification, and encour-
agement. To accomplish these read the Bible daily and pray constantly, share your faith
with others, improve your moral and intellectual state, support confidence and hope, and lift
up, do not tear down.

e Challenged: Once committed to God, prepare to be challenged. One of the greatest
challenges is believing in Jesus Christ; believing Jesus hung on the cross and died. He was
removed from the cross and was buried in a borrowed tomb and on the third day He got up
from that grave and is alive today. There are many challenges in life: Family, health, living
conditions, and even church. Even worldly life is tempting when one tries to live for God.
Challenges cannot be avoided, but one can learn to live with them if prepared to deal with

(Continued on page 1])

St. John Enjoys “Summer Garden Party” at Redstone

Over 200 St. John members and friends gathered on August 16, 2014 for a church-wide day of
fellowship, food, and fun. The event was held at the Carol D. Hudson Recreation Center and The
Cliffs Lodge, Redstone Arsenal, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The idea originated with the Con-
gregational Care committee of the Steward Board and grew to encompass several ministries of
the church. The theme was “A Summer Garden Party” and the decorations helped to set the
tone for this theme.

The venue allowed for activities outside in the hot August sun as well as activities in a comforta-
ble, air-conditioned lodge. The fun and games were age appropriate and provided something for
everyone. Brother Justin York coordinated/supervised the games on the recreation field. Board
games were available for persons in the lodge.

In addition to the games, there was entertainment by the St. John Rappers, line dancing, and
door prizes. St. John took this time to recognize their member, Nedra McDaniel, who was named
Lay Person of the Year for the Ninth District of the AME Church. She was presented a framed
certificate and a beautiful dish garden flower arrangement. Members who joined during the 2013
-2014 conference year received special recognition.

Food was catered by Nash’s Barbecue and the men of St. John. Food from Nash’s Barbecue
included smoked chicken, vinegar and mustard slaw, baked beans and rolls. The men of St. John
enjoyed grilling hamburgers (and veggie burgers) and hot dogs, which were popular items on the
food table. Ice cream and other frozen treats were the dessert.

The committee made special efforts to accommodate the needs of everyone. Park and Ride
transportation was provided from Redstone Arsenal Visitors Center to the picnic site and golf cart
transportation was available from the recreation field to the lodge. Greeters welcomed each per-
son as they arrived and set the atmosphere for a fun time.

Feedback was very positive. Members were very pleased with the location and especially liked
the option of being inside or outside. They liked the fact that there were activities for all age
groups and enjoyed the food and the scenic view from the patio of the lodge.

Steering committee members were Abbiegail Hugine, Hodges Washington, Cassandra Ingram,
Willie Sandifer, Guy Ginn, Tami McGhee, Donna Gullatte, Carol Ball, Claudinette Purifoy-Fears,
Angeline Brownlow, Pamela Whitehead, Justin York, Yvonne Sanderson, Kennedy Harris, Lula
Rochelle and Lorraine Parham. Many other members worked on the various subcommittees.
Everyone working together resulted in a great day of food, fun and fellowship for the St. John
family at the “Summer Garden Party.”

==Fhepicnic committé& weicomes || - %, { &

1 —

attendees!

_ A | The&t, John Rappers -+
3 A entertained attendees.
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St. John Enjoys “Summer Garden Party” at Redstone

St. John Celebrates Pastor’s Appreciation
for the Reverend Dennis DelLoach

By Charlsie Brooks

At Matthews Chapel AMEC, Fackler, Alabama, St. John celebrated the First Year Anniversary of
the Reverend Dennis DelLoach on Sunday, August 31, 2014. Amid clouds and stormy skies,
along with turbulent rain, worshippers and well-wishers pressed on for this wonderful celebration.
Nothing deterred the members from bringing sunshine and cheer to this church family.

The worship service began flowing smoothly with Presiding Elder Oliver Allen, officiate. The Call
to Worship was led by Sister Michelle Reed and was based on Psalm 6, offering Praise to God for
Pastor DeLoach. Music was rendered throughout the program by the Mass Choir of St. John, with
Mr. Reginald Pearson, Director of Music. Dr. Jennifer Patterson, St. John Dance Ministry Director,
rendered a beautiful testimony and praise dance to the selection, “Father, Wrap me in Your
Arms.” Visitors were welcomed by Miss Michelle Harris. The visitors included ministers and mem-
bers from St. John and family members of the Reverend DelLoach.

The Reverend DelLoach introduced the Reverend Dr. Patrick Clayborn. He thanked the Reverend
Clayborn for being with him and his church family and agreeing to speak for his First Anniversary.
He said that Dr. Clayborn was his mentor and that he knew he was a special preacher when he
began pastoring at St. John on the first Sunday of December, 2011. The Reverend Clayborn then
presented a check to the Matthew Chapel and a love offering to the Reverend DelLoach from the
St. John Church family. He stated that the Reverend DelLoach is dear and close to St. John’s
heart and thanked Matthews Chapel for taking care of him and allowing him to do what God
wants him to do. He also made comments on behalf of the Reverend Timothy Nathan and the
Board of Examiners acknowledging that they are proud of the Reverend DelLoach’s progress.

After prayer, Dr. Clayborn delivered the preached word with biblical text was 2 Kings 6:17; and
Mark 7:34. The sermon was entitled “Be Open.” He began by referencing many problems that can
and will close people up. The body produces physical changes—muscles and organs tighten;
people close up. They close up from societal problems (pay differentials, crime and murders in
communities, unrest in Ferguson, Missouri), etc. But, no one wants to talk about these problems-
They Tighten Up! Problems also present themselves in local churches. Christians, however,
must do the right thing; stretch out on faith—then things happen, they change.

In the text, Elisha, man of God, could hear the enemies plan. As a result they tried to slay him.
This was not a good plan. Some people come after the anointed, thinking that God is not watch-
ing. Woe to the man who tries to destroy God’s chosen! Elisha’s servant was fearful. Dr. Clay-
born continued by stating that people hurt when they are fearful and they can be assured that
when God is with them, His eyes are always open. He directed the Reverend DeLoach to keep
his eyes open so that he can see beyond confusion, beyond nature; see beyond what is in front of
him. As Moses told his people, “Stand still and see what God will do.”

Pastor Clayborn then focused on the second text from Mark. To the Reverend DelLoach and
church he said, “We also need our ears open”. Sometimes the opening process is not pretty. This
scripture’s healing is not pretty. He (Jesus) stuck his fingers in the man’s ears, spit and touched
the man’s tongue. He continued, “The devil is always trying to talk to you with stuff that will keep
you down, negatives.” Believers need a heart with faith that comes from hearing. We were re-
minded that Matthew told the people not to bring gossip, or tell who or what. When we are closed
to negatives we can start to hear God’s plans for us.

In conclusion, he charged the Reverend DeLoach to open his mouth, ears and eyes, to preach in
season and out of season, for God will pour out a blessing he cannot contain. He should also
open himself to praise, for God has done too much for him to close up.

After the Invitation to Christian Discipleship and other special presentations, remarks and the
Benediction, everyone joined in fellowship before returning home amid lifted clouds.
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St. John Completes Habitat for Humanity Project

By Tami McGhee

Thanks, St. John, for supporting another Habit for Humanity Spring Build. The Hunter Family
Home, located at 2506 Small Brook Circle, was dedicated on Saturday, September 6, 2014.

St. John’s own, the Reverend Patrick Clayborn delivered the home dedication prayer and the
benediction. Special thanks to St. John members who sacrificed their time to volunteer at the
work site and those who prepared lunch for the volunteers. Another family has been blessed
because of St. John’s love and support. To God be the glory!

nlm ahe* w}w builds the Rotive, the il labarm'vain_ k.
Psalm 127:1

ﬁﬁ Ilabilat for llumanﬂy

of Madison County

The Hunter Family
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Grandparents

(Submitted by the Reverend Meriam Garrett)

Grandparents are special people
with wisdom and pride.

They are always offering love and kindness
and are always there to guide.
They often make you feel
so confident and strong.

Their arms are always open
no matter what you did wrong.
They try to help out
in every way that they can.

They love all their grandchildren
the same whether you're a child,
woman or man.

They are always there to listen
and to lend a helping hand.

They show you respect
and they try to understand.

They give their love, devotion and so much
more,
that's easy to see.
Grandparents,
what perfect examples
of the kind of person that we should be.

~By Stacy Smith~

WMS Annual Day

(Continued from page 6)
the challenges. Learn to incorporate joy in
life and cut down on the negative. Allow the
Holy Spirit to take control.

To encourage the WMS, the Reverend Garrett
shared her two favorite scriptures, Matthew
7:12 and Proverbs 3:5-6. She concluded her
sermon by stating that the members of the
WNMS are strong, faithful, Christian women who
have a huge responsibility to God, church,
community and each other.

WMS President, Sister Felicia Carter presented
the Lifetime Member Award to Sister Mary
Powers. Sister Mable McCall received the Sil-
ver Member Award. Both awards were for their
many years of dedicated service in the Wom-
en’s Missionary Society.

The Women’s Missionary Society Annual Day
concluded with the Missionary Benediction, led
by the Reverend Patrick Clayborn.

This was a joyous and spirit-filled celebration of
the Women’s Missionary Society.

Pray For Peace

By Paulette Bargon

It seems like there is so much turmoail in the
world. Whenever | read a paper or watch the
news on TV all | see is wars, riots and mur-
ders. Our black children shot down just for
walking down a street and minding their own
business or knocking on someone’s door just
to ask for help. | am tired of the same old ex-
cuse: “l was in fear of my own life!” | get very
distraught when | hear how an innocent child is
killed because of gang violence or other Black
on Black crimes. | ask myself over and over
again, “What can we do to save ourselves and
our children? Do we protest, riot, or get our
own guns?” Then someone whispered in my
ear,” PRAY FOR PEACE.” This might sound
redundant but that is what we should really do.
Not only should we pray for peace but we must
live peacefully. | think that is what our Lord and
Savior would want us to do.

Prayer is a power that is honored by God in
His rule of the world. “I urge you, first of all, to
pray . . . for kings and all others who are in
authority so that we can live in peace and qui-
etness, in godliness and dignity. This is good
and pleases our Savior” 1Timothy 2:1-3.

Don’t let Satan have the victory. Trusting in
God brings peace. Isaiah 26:3

A PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE

We are moulded, each one of us,
in the image of God,
and within our souls there is a fingerprint
none can erase.
We pray for those who have no regard
for anyone but self,
who put no value on human life.

For nations and individuals who abuse and kill.
We are not called to be judge or jury,
but we are called to be agents of change,
and if the butterfly that flaps its wings
should be our attitude to others
then so be it, Lord,
and may the hurricane this generates
somewhere within the world
reach into the hearts and souls of those
for whom we pray, and reveal to them
how precious are those
for whom they have no love,
and how precious are they
who now bring tears to the eyes of God.

©John Birch
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Women’s
Ministry
Tidbit

The Hebréw word for prayer, Li-heet-pallel, :

means to inspect oneself. Prayeris not
waving a magic wand, hoping for the best
nor begging God to make it right for you.
When we pray we look inside and question:

“What do I need to change about myself
in order to get what I really want out of life.”

Learning & Growing
through the

Powe’ 0/ />>m/m

Sy ——T e o
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This weekly Prayer Journey is a
group-supported, journal-guided
experience of self-discovery.

October 5 - November 16

WORDS TO LIVE BY
FOUND IN OLD SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH,;
DATED 1692

AS FAR AS POSSIBLE WITHOUT Surrender
be on good terms with all persons.

' Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen

even to others, even the
dull and ignorant; they too have their story.
If you compare yourself to others,
you may become

vain and bitter; for there will always be greater
and lesser persons than yourself.

Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully
surrendering the things of youth.

Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.
Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with
yourself,
you are a child of the universe, no less than the
trees & stars; you have a right to be here.
Therefore be at peace with God, whatever your
labors & aspirations, in the noisy
confusion of life keep peace with your soul.
With all its sham, drudgery & broken dreams, it
is still a beautiful world.

Be careful. Strive to be happy.

Found, framed in the home of Mrs. Rosa Whit-
taker.

Soup Kitchen Corner

GOD’S LIGHT

“The people who walk in dark-
ness will see a great light,
those who live in a dark land,
the light will shine on them.”
-Isaiah 9:2

| Praise God, a Soup Kitchen recipient attended

morning worship services. Dressed in her fin-
ery, she participated wholeheartedly in worship
and praise.

As “The Soup Kitchen” provides hot meals,
with smiles, they strive to serve as a balm so
that those suffering will experience God’s love.
On the 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of each month it
is their prayer to let their light shine before men
and women in such a way that they may see
the good works and glorify the Father who is in
heaven.

The prayer of this ministry is that this visitor, as
well as others, will continue to come, not only
for physical nourishment, but also to praise
God with a Christ-loving people.

Go Green

Turn off the lights in unused rooms.

Transportation Ministry
Seeks Volunteers

. The Transportation Ministry is being organized

at St. John to provide safe, dependable group
transportation for the church family. The minis-
try is seeking members who are willing to vol-
unteer to serve as a driver for the church bus,
church van, as well as persons to use their per-
sonal vehicles to provide transportation to and
from church for members.

A commercial driver's license (CDL) is required
to drive the church bus. All applicants must
provide proof of license and proof of insurance.
Background checks on driving records will be
made periodically. Applications are available
outside the main office. Please complete an
application if you are interested in being a part
of this exciting ministry.

St. John A.M.E.N.
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In Memory of
Ernest Jones

Mr. Ernest Jones’ connection to St.
John AMEC spans several generations.
His grandfather was a founding member
if the church and his parents, Preston
ind Mildred Jones, were also members
)f St. John. He departed this life on
ugust 25, 2014, at home surrounded
y family.

ir. Jones was an entrepreneur and civil
ghts activist. This past February he
vas recognized among the “firsts’ in
\eir profession and/or service” during
t. John’s African American History pro-
ram. A feature story on his life was
rinted in the September 7th issue of
[he Huntsville Times (http://
: o\ .al.com/news/huntsville/

- | index.ssf/2014/09/erney_jones_life_story.html)
He attended St. John along with a number of

his family members who are very active in the
ministries of the church. His family at St. John
includes his wife, Sister Lorene Jones; his
daughters, Karen Minor, Yvonne Barbour, and
Donna Gullatte; and a number of grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Please pray for the family during this season of
bereavement.

God Saw You...
by Author Unknown

God saw you getting tired,

When a cure was not to be.

So He wrapped His arms around you,
and whispered, "Come to me".

You didn't deserve what you went through,
So He gave you rest.

God's garden must be beautiful,

He only takes the best

And when | saw you sleeping,

So peaceful and free from pain

| could not wish you back

To suffer that again.

Technology Tip
By Ricardo Williams
Properly backing up data on a laptop or desktop
is something that is often forgotten. There are
; some ways to safely back up data. It is recom-
Il mended that a main folder be used to store files
| that will need to be backed up. This helps in the
| case that a quick backup to an external storage
| device has to be done, and provides a central-
ized location for personal data. There are also
other mechanisms that can be used to backup

or store data, such as the cloud, external hard
drives, CDs/DVDs ,or flash drives.

There are several back-up solution providers
that offer cloud services. The cloud service al-
lows uploading files/data to the solution provid-
er’'s servers and the data can be accessed from
anywhere. The issue with storing data in the
cloud is that the person does not know the
physical location of the data. The next mecha-

nism is to store or backup data to the external
hard drive. Most external hard drives can be
purchased in small portable sizes. External
hard drives are some of the most widely used
sources of backup and data storage. The exter-
nal hard drives can be easily recognized regard-
less of the operating system that may be in-
stalled on the computer. Unlike using the cloud
mechanism, the external hard drive must be
carried around and can be easily lost if not se-
cured properly.

The opposite in size of the external hard drive is
the flash drive, sometimes referred to as a jump
drive. These are smaller in storage and can
sometimes be purchased with built in encryption
which provides a safety net if the drive is mis-
| placed. CDs/DVDs are the most cost effective
mechanism for backing up data. The issue is
that if there is a lot of data to be backed up, it
can take an extremely long time to copy data to
the discs.

As mentioned, these are some of the most com-
monly used mechanisms of backing up data.
Each one may have an advantage over the oth-
er, but the most important mechanism is being
knowledgeable of the location of the data and
how it is being used.
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PROSTATE
CANCER

September is
National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month

By Rosemary Wells

One in six men in the United States will be diagnosed with prostate cancer in their lifetime. It is
the second most common cancer in the United States, and each year about 30,000 men die from
this cancer.

Prostate cancer occurs in the small, walnut-sized gland called the prostate that sits just below a
man’s bladder. Like other cancer, prostate cancer begins when cells in the prostate begin grow-
ing and dividing more rapidly than normal cells. When other cells complete their life span, they
die off. Cancer cells continue living and reproducing. As these abnormal cells accumulate, they
can develop into a tumor. This tumor can eventually spread (metastasize) to nearby tissue, or-
gans, and eventually bones.

Prostate-specific antigen (PSA) screenings detect the amount of PSA in the blood. PSA is a pro-
tein produced by the prostate gland, and when the gland is affected by cancer, infection, inflam-
mation, or enlargement, it releases higher than normal levels of the substance.

As part of a regular physical, doctors may begin performing a digital rectal exam (DRE) on men
around the age of 50 or in those with risk factors for the cancer. If the doctor detects any changes
or abnormalities, s/he may suggest an ultrasound to check for the presence of a tumor. The re-
sults of a PSA and a DRE are reported as a Gleason score. The higher the Gleason score the
more likely it is that the prostate cancer has spread past the prostate into nearby tissue, organs,
or bones.

The most common symptoms of prostate cancer include trouble urinating, decreased force when
urinating, blood in the urine and semen, swelling in the legs, discomfort in the pelvis and hips,
and pain with ejaculation. For some men, prostate cancer can develop for months or years be-
fore it begins causing symptoms.

The following factors increase a man’s risk of developing prostate cancer:
e Age - most common in men over 65, but the likelihood of developing prostate cancer
begins increasing at age 50.
e Race - African American men have a higher risk, while Asian men have the lowest.
o Family history - men with family history of prostate cancer have an increased risk of
developing prostate cancer. The closer the relation, the higher the chance.
o Obesity - overweight and obese men are more likely to have prostate cancer than
men of a healthier weight.
Men with prostate cancer have several treatment options. These options include:
¢ Removal of the prostate gland (radical prostatectomy).
e Radiation therapy, high energy radiation that can shrink and kill cancer cells.
e Chemotherapy, drug treatment that uses chemicals to kill cancer cells.
e Hormone therapy, stops the body from producing the hormone testosterone, which
prostate tumors use to grow.
Brachytherapy, radioactive seeds are planted in or near the tumor to shrink and kill it
Cryosurgery, freezing tissue to kill cancer cells
Ultrasound therapy, heating the prostate to kill cancer cells.

Early-stage prostate cancer can often be treated and cured, but advanced-stage prostate cancer
becomes harder to treat. Plus, the treatments that are usually most effective for advanced pros-
tate cancer tend to have the most negative side effects. These include urinary incontinence and
erectile dysfunction (ED). Based on the individual risk for the disease, the lifestyle, and age, per-
sons can work with their doctor to decide how often they should be screened and when these
screenings should start. The earlier prostate cancer is found, the better!

For more information go to the website www.cdc.gov/cancer/prostate.

Church School Lesson Overview — October 2014

This month’s reviews were written by Willie
Sandifer.

October 5, 2014

Lesson Title: The Rewards of Patience
Lesson Scripture: Job 1; Psalm 56; Habakkuk
1-3

Print: Habakkuk 2:1-5; 3:17-19

Devotional Songs: #327[], #272 [], and #243 []
Key Verse: “Yet, | will rejoice in the Lord; | will
exult in the God of my salvation” (Habakkuk
3:18)

Habakkuk likely ministered in the final decade
of the seventh century BC, although some
date his prophetic ministry to as early as 630
BC. The closing decades of the seventh centu-
ry BC saw Israel under stress. The northern
kingdom of Israel had been destroyed by the
Assyrians in 722 BC as God’s judgment on His
people’s idolatry, social injustice, and unholy
political alliances came to fruition. The people
of the southern kingdom of Judah did not learn
from what happened to the northern kingdom
and the same sinful patterns became their
norm.

The prophet Habakkuk cried out about the vio-
lence, injustice, and wide-scale abandonment
of God’s laws that resulted in the trampling of
Israelites by the wicked. The prophet pleaded
as one who had been crying out to God for a
long time without receiving an answer. God
answered. Not only was He aware of the sins
of His people, He planned to use the Babyloni-
ans to level the southern kingdom of Judah
just as the Assyrians had done to the northern
kingdom of Israel.

Habakkuk was not comforted by that answer.
He complained that the Babylonians were far
more treacherous than the Israelites, and that
they were known for trampling the righteous.

October 12, 2014
Lesson Title: Confident of Redemption

Lesson Scripture: Job 19; Psalm 57

Print: Job 19:1-7, 23-29

Devotional Songs: #400[]; #251[]; and #243[]
Key Verse: “I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the
earth” (Job 19:25).

Though Job lived a righteous life—righteous
enough to receive a divine endorsement in that

regard —Job experienced terrible adversity.
God, unbeknown to Job, was in the process of
disproving Satan’s contention that Job lived an
upright life only because God had blessed and
prospered him. God then granted Satan per-
mission to test Job.

The majority of the book of Job features con-
versations among Job and the friends who
came to console him. Their dialogue was differ-
ent from the one between God and Satan. Job
and his friends shared the simplistic view that
bad things happen only (or mainly) to bad peo-
ple. According to that view, if one wants to
know whether people are righteous or not, all
one has to do is look at how well that person is
faring. If one were thriving, then one must be
doing right. If one were suffering, then one
must be doing wrong.

Since the friends saw that Job was suffering
terribly, they assumed he was guilty of some
grave offense. Perhaps Job would have agreed
under normal circumstances. But Job was the
one suffering, and he could recall no wicked
action or set of habits that warranted the mag-
nitude of his downfall. Job had no defense oth-
er than his own claim of innocence.

October 19, 2014

Lesson Title: Defiant Faithfulness

Lesson Scripture: Job 5; 24 Psalm 55:12-23
Print: Job 24:1, 9-12, 19-25

Tentative Devotional Songs: #84[]; #258 []; and
#243 []

Key Verse: “| call upon God, and the Lord will
save me” (Psalm 55:16).

The background of this lesson is the same as
the previous lesson, so that information will not
be repeated here. In the interim between the
last lesson and this lesson, Job has undergone
two more rounds of counseling—one by Zo-
phar and one by Eliphaz.

The friends’ counsel did not comfort Job. They
said he was guilty of wrongdoing that deserved
to be punished. They accused him of pride in
being unwilling to confess his guilt. They called
him to heed time-tested wisdom, to repent of
evil, and get right with God so that God could
prosper him again.

Zophar seemed to have taken the response
from Job as a personal insult. In tumn, Job
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

viewed Zophar’s reply as mockery and false-
hood. When it was Eliphaz’s turn, he accused
Job of great wickedness, the cure being repent-
ance.

In reaction, Job expressed his wish to gain ac-
cess to God’s presence so Job could plead his
case and be acquitted. Job then confessed that
it was impossible to do so and that he was
powerless to do anything about God’s plans for
him.

October 26, 2014

Lesson Title: Who's in Control?
Lesson Scripture: Job 42; Psalm 86
Print: Job 42:1-10

Tentative Devotional Songs: #394 []; 77; and |

#243 []
Key Verses: “| know that you can do all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be thwart- i

ed” (Job 42:2).

We are close to the end of the book of Job, and
a lot has happened since the previous lesson.
Bildad was the last of Job’s three friends to

Appeal for
Media Ministry Members

The Media Ministry brings support to the St.
John worship experience through technology.
Recording and reproducing recordings of ser-
mons and supporting live events are only a
part of how this ministry fulfills the Great Com-
mission. If you are interested in helping to
grow this ministry, e-mail the church at

stiohname.hsv@amail.con,  ATTN: Curtis

Mayes or Darwin Washington.

speak and he spoke briefly, only six verses. He |
added nothing new to the friends’ case against | =

Job, so Job continued to assert his innocence
while waxing eloquent on the nature of God.

Job was then followed by a man named Elihu.

He is not mentioned until this point in the book o B

and is not mentioned again after he finishes
speaking. Neither Job nor God responded to
Elihu's thoughts. The man just mysteriously

showed up, offered his thoughts, and disap-|

peared.

Then God finally spoke. Posing a series of rhe- e

torical questions, God accused Job of lacking
knowledge. The gist of God'’s line of question-.
ing was that He, and not Job, was the one who
established and sustained creation. God then
invited Job to respond. Job declined to answer,
merely citing his own unworthiness to do so.

God was not satisfied with Job’s reaction. Job

was not going to get off the hot seat that easily! | -

God demanded a real answer, rejected Job’s

accusations, and reminded Job that he could |
not justify or save himself, for no human could ||

stand up even to creatures God had made—
creatures such as Behemoth and Leviathan.

Job was required to answer for what he had | |

said.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
9:30 a.m.
Dance Ministry
: 6:00 p.m.
No Bible Study P, 11:00 a.m.
“gaeisegr';‘;'lf Children’s Choir Rehearsal
COMMUNION 9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. Official Board
Worsg 12:00 p.m. & 9:30 am.
Fda 6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. Dance Ministry
Chureh School 6:00 p.m. Stewardess Bd. Mtg. Bible Stud 6:00 p.m.
10:50 a.m. : iole y ; !
. Gospel Choir People of Prayer Gospel Choir 6:00 p.m.
Worship Rehearsal VIP Choir Rehearsal Rehearsal AMEN Staff Meeting
DEADLINE FOR
AMEN
8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m.
Worship Dance Ministry
9:45 am.
6:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
Church School Sons of Allen Mtg. 12:00 p.m. & Church Schoo? énook Club
10:50 a.m. VIP Choir Rehearsal 6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.
Worship Bible Study Male Chorus 11:00 a.m.
People of Prayer Rehearsal Children’s Choir Rehearsal
1:00 pm
Breast Cancer Workshop
8:00 a.m.
Worship 11:30 a.m.—1:00
9:45 a.m. s%ﬂb o 9:30 aMm.
12:00 p.m. & 'omen’s Ministry
Church School KITCHEN AL 6:00 b.m. 6:00 p.m. Dance Ministry
10:50 a.m. 6:00 p.m. p.m. Male Chorus
Worship - Bible Study Mass Choir Rehearsal 10:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m. People of Prayer Rehearsal WMS Meeting
Breast Cancer Trustee Board Mtg.
Awareness Sunday
Wear Pink
8:00 am.
Worship 11:30 a.m.—1:00
9:45am. B 12:00 p.m. &
Church School Soup 6:00 pm.
10:50 a.m. Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Worship People of Prayer Mass Choir
Love Feast Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Church School
Board Meeting
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Important Dates to Remember

October 1-9, 2014 Girl Trek, Women Walking with Jesus
October 5, 2014 Prayer Kickoff

October 18, 2014 Breast Cancer Awareness Workshop, 1:00 p.m.,
S. S. Hereford Fellowship Hall

November 13-15, 2014 Ninth District Planning Meeting
Daniel Payne Complex, 1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, AL

November 21-22, 2014 Ninth District Lay Convention, Birmingham, Alabama
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AME Church

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9
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Pastor's Message

Gratitude & Laughter

In every thing give thanks: for this & the will of Godin Christ Jesus congerning you,
1 Thessalonians 5:18

To ewery thing there iz a season, and atime to every purpose under the heaven...a fime fo
laugh.... ~Ecclesiastes 31,4

Az we approach Tharks giving, many of .8 are making preparatiors. | am sure that in the midst of
all bus v holiday preparation, we —the people of faith —are ako counting our blessings. As & matter
of fact, many of us are NDOT waiting until Thark sgiving to tell God how grateful we are for all ofthe
blessings God has provided. On F acebook, thirty days of ‘gratitude & trending well. Some are tak-
ing the thirty days leading up to Thanksgiving and posting each day an their Facebook pages rea-
sons far being grateful to God. People of faith are preparing for Thanksgiving by BEING thankfull

The bikble & clear: we are to give @od tharks in all things {1 Thess. 5:18), We may not be thankful
FOR everything, but we rmust show God gratitude in every aspect of our lives. We are to prase
God & all times (Psalm 34:1). This can be difficult when we consider how mamy tre scherous mo
ments we have to endure. Same of s quietly beliewve that these verses are impeossible to perfarm
(just as some of us quietly think that praying withouwt ceasing is impossible too). | say thatit s ime
passikle if we believe thanksgiving only to be a happy activity. As humars we will net be happy all
of the ime. Therefore, if our praise and gratitude are founded en owr happiness, then they will be
inzors istent.

Yet, | comtend thatthere is away we can bethankful in everything, We can show God gratiude by
being honest about our feelings a5 we give God thanks. When a person expresses displeasure
with a loved one, that person & no less thankful for that loved one's place in his ar her life, That
person & honest abouthis ar her feelings with that loved one and & STILL thankful forthat lowved
one's presence and care, The same dynamic applies to our relationship with God. When the serip
fure says to.give God tharks in every stuation, it did NOT say that wee had to be dshanest. We can
express. hurt to God for the passing away of a loved one and still be grateful that God allowe d that
pemon to be in our lives, The expressions of anger, sonfusion, dsappaintment, fear, uncertainty,
and grief do not negate our ability to: give God thanks. Thanksgiving is a choicel It & a choice we
rmak e that should e prirmariby founded anthe character and gracious activity of God. Our feelings
about pur eireumstances may impactwhal our praise looks lke, butit should not sway us o stap
giwing God praize.

I'realize that this & eazier said than done, especially during the holiday season, Yes, giving God
thanks wuhen remembering that leved one you lost can be challenging. Counting your Blessings =
tough wihien yvou just lost vour job, Blessing God at all times i hard- hitting when & spouse waks
anay, Gving God glary & roughwhen the doctor tells you there & nothing that can be dene about
wvour illmess. When loss ortragedy either happers ork easily rermembered during the holid ays, giv-
ing God prais e atthat time seems to become an iImpossible task , AND, the steps | [isted above ap-
pearto be useless.

St. Johm has endured mueh loss this year, Same members have gone home o be with the Lord. &
feww members hawve lost loved enes, Sickness has hitsome of aur families. Financial crisis, family
stress, unemployment, taking care of aging relatives and challenges on the job have gripped a

AR R Y AT R
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Celebrate Thanksgiving Everyday!l!

By Tawanda Butord

Thanksgiving & a major holiday in American history, set aside to give thanks to God Almighty for
His many blessings and mercies toward us throughout the year. It & observed the fourth Thurs-
day in November. This day i known for the assembly of families for the traditional “special
meal’, that typically consist of mouthwatering flavored vegetables, casseroles, cranberny sauce,
pumpkin pies; and of couse the featured “stuffed tudcey.”

Mary homes are adormed with a comucopia of festive decoratiors symbelizing the Earth’s abur-
dance of harvest, Whether vou are ene of those families with lots fo eat ar just a 1ittle, aur focus
must always remain on the hlessings
of God, no matter hew great ar small,

T e

Atthough Thanksgiving & celebrated
nationally ance 3 wear, in the words
of gospel sengwriter, Leanard Buks,
"Everyday 5 a Day of Thanksgiving'', A AR T
The Irics of the chons and fist L& "

verse state:

Everyday iz a dayof thantsgiving.
God s been 5o good bome,
Everyday He's Messing m e
Evaryday iz a dayof thanbogiving,
Taim the tim eto glonfy the Lord to-
day:

{ thank God for the mom ends

when | worship Hisnam e,

| thank Him for the saonfice of praise.
ite pom yatery o aay,

howmy God is everyday,;

making my wathmough clowd s 50

bringing His light into m pheat.

Reflect for a moment on the above charus and think:

Ifywoucan apen up your eves and see, BE THANKFLUL there are mamy who are bling

Ifyou canwale on bhoth legs, BE THANKFLUL there are.many who have no legs or justone,
Ifyou hawve a roof overyvour head, BETHAMKFLU L there are mamy who are homeless,

Ifyou have food in the refrigerator, BE THANKF UL there are many dying of starvation.

Ifyau have familyte spend time with on Tharksgiving, BE T HANKEFLU L there are mamy who will
be alene.

Even insaying this, we realize that there are hose of you who may read this and find yoursehes
in one of the situations of loss listed above. BEveninthis, God's love still shines in vour [fe. We
arethankful becaisewie knowthat God will confinue to k eep you.

£z the celebration of ‘Thanksgihving approaches, think about the abundant and countless bless-
ings God has provided. Everyday & truly a day of Tharksgiving becawuse no matter the circum-
stance, God i still in the blessing business. Therefore, take the time to glorfy Him each day.

References )
Itpcihesan, hig herpr ais e comilyrics/prais ethelord/prais ethe lor d0E20 htm
http:ifen.wkipedia. orgfalci/Comucopia
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Do You Know Why Veterans Day

is Celebrated?
By Paula Bliarl

The 11" hour of the 11" day of the 11" month & when the
armistice ending Waorld War | began in 1818 and that & the
arigin of Weterans Day, “Weterans Day honors all American
veterars, living and dead, and has a3 special emphasis an
thanking living veterarms for theirservice to our country.

In Movember 1818, one year after the armetice ending
World War | went in to effect President Woodrow Wikon
declared Nov 11" a5 the fist commemaration of Armistice
Bray weith the following words!
"To ks Am enca, the reflechions of Awmistice Day
Wi be ffed with solemn pide m the herciam of
those who died in the coundry 5 sermvice and with
gratitud e for the wictary, both because of #he thing
Fom which i has freed ve and becsuse of the op-
pontunity # has ven Amenca to show her sympa
ey With peace and jushce i the cowmcis of the
nadonE:,.

In 1232, congress made Movembsr 11" an annual, federal
holiday krewn as “Armistice Day” te honor the cause of
wiorld peace, but it was primatily used o honor World War |
veterans. After World War I, in 1854, the lan wias changed,
and “Armistice” was changed te "Veterans! MNovember 117
became a dayto honor veterars of all wars:

At 11 a.m: on Movember 11" at the Tomb of the Unknown
soldier, @ ealor guard with members of every military bransh
renders honors to America's war dead. The United States
president places a wreath at the tomb andthe buglersaunds
“taps So although Weterars D ay was observed on the 11tH
of this menth, ackpnewledge throughaut the manth the men
and women who served in the United States Armed Forces
by saving "thark you." They sacrificed eventdhing to make
this wiorld asafer place for all.

VETERANS DAY
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Trunk or Treat and Magic
By Lauretta Teague

Waking the streets in a night of cold, wet, and darkness, miniature human creatures scamper to
find refuge in homes where jack-o-lantems grace the doosteps. Dressed a2 creatures of the
night, they knocked on doaors seeking thal elusive taste of swestness. Some will have tricks fa
their treat and some - will not. ks hard wok to fill the bagwith goodies,

Cinthat same evening, children of 5. John and their families came together for an evening of fun
and laughter, Dressed a Minja Turles, Spiderman, Darth WVader, and other fairytale characters,
children enjoyed an abundance effavor. Asplendid display ef goedies in car tunks provided an
invitation to “take & much & youwant.” Children were met by magician, Or, Dargl Osbern, who
designed balloon sculptures for every attendant and presented a show of magic where children
and adults alke gasped atthe wonder of the tricks, "How did he do that?™ The hour of fun was
then complimented with refreshmernts of hot dogs, chips, and juize. Who has time for candy™
The evening was an opportunity forfun and enjoyable for all whe attended.

A special thank you, to the coordinators of the Y'PDR and Children's Minstry, for: getting the word
out. It is hard to pame everyone, but special thanks to “wonne Zanderson, Shannon Lott, and
Mary Rankin who moved the project formard. Thanks, Pearlean Mvyvhand for feeding so0 many
people. The ministries collaborated and it was great. Pastor Clayborn and Rev. Sher, yau are
appreciated. Thanks to parents and attendeess for making it a success.

Dr. Csborn has the attention of the children.
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Trunk or Treat and Magic
By Lauretta Teague
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. |St. John Celebrates Breast Cancer Awareness Month
_-"'-" By Paula Bliard

ﬁ ﬂh Cp Qctober 18, 2014, members of 5t John participated in a Breast Cancer &wareness Work-
shop held in the 5.5. Herefard Fellewsship Hall at 5t John. Sister Rosemary Welk, 5t John
i Healh Mirstry co-chair, hosted the event and spoke onthe importance of Breast Cancer pre-
vention/detection and pgave guidelines for breast selfexaminatiors. Workshop attendees
leamed that breast canceris the most common cancer that women may face in their lifetime. It
can oceur & any age, but's more likely atter age 40, however, the risk goes up a you get oldet.
Some signs include a lump or mass, swelling of the breast skin irritation ar dimpling, pain in the
breast or discharge from the nipple. Sieter Welk included videos with facts on breast cancer in
her presentation,

4

Sister Posemary Wells (lethand Sister &ngelia Oaniels {right) make workshop presentations.

Seter Angella Caniels, a member of 5t. Johr's Health Minkstry and @ nurse at Huntsville Hes pi
tal, was the guest presenter. She shared hel permonal breast cancer journey and spoke on how
cancel is not a death sentence. She stated, “The best defense against cancer is early detec-
tion" Discovering cancer early before it spreads gives one the best chance to do something
about it, and maysave theirlife. She alko expressed that African American women have lower
incidence of breast eancer owerall, but unlke any other race, are mest likely te die from' hreast
cancer. Many factors, from socioeconomic to heredity, are blamed for the treatment and out
comes for African American women. Lach of insurance, lower income and poar health are jist a
few examples, It & crucial that women faithfully pedfarm monthly breast self-examinaticns, have
a health care provider perform a clinical exam yearly and schedule regular mammegrams.

Tk drdied ¥ i
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St. John Celebrates Breast Cancer Awareness Month
By Paula Bliard

? FREW AL AT P Ol
Frior te closing the Breast Cancer Swareness Womkshop, door prizes were given to aftendees
whose names were drawn from a special basket. The Reverend Sheri Smith Claybarn and Sis-
ter Mary Bankin were the winners! Ladies gathered in a prayer circle at the cles e of the worl-
shop and the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, executive ministerof Stodohn offered prayer for
all prezent, far allwho are currently facing battles with hreast.cancer a well as allforms of cane
cer and far all cancer survivars.

JSisters Daniek and Welk provided an infor
mation table that included fact sheets, breast
gxam information, even models for the women
B practice sel-examination technigques. Re-
= hments were prepared and beautifully ar
ranged by Sister Medra McDaniel and at

ieared to have had a wonderful ime!

Oin'the following Sunday, 5t Jahn members wore pirk in observance of Breast Cancer Aware
ness Morth, The arder of service included a special litany and participant in the order of ser-
vicewere persons whose lives have been impacted by breast cancer.
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Empowered Living!
By Enette R Srh
Carhided Stategic hterention & Mudset Coach

| 2014 & coming to an end and some are ak
ready looking to 20115 as an opportunity o
start fresh, do better, become more this or
that, more specifically — begin...agdin, It i
not an uncommaon practice to start the new
yvear reflecting onthe changes people want ol
need to make. What'is uncommon i actually
achiewing the goals or creating the changes
they enthusiastcally ‘resolve’ to tackle.

For this reason and more | am excited and
hanored to have the opportunity to intraduce
this nea column Empowered Living 1o AME
Mewsletter readers. The truth &, ne ratter
where we are inthe year most have changes
wie would llke to make in our lves, from work
and finances te heatth and relatiorships. But

often, despite years of effort we do not get

very far, So, whatis standing in the way?

These are the quesﬂinns the galumn will be
addressing while: offering stategies to help
you #PushiPastStuck,

Questiors and comment are ako welcomed.
Wiite to me and stay connected through so
cial media as we begin this journey together
inte 2015 with the intention of living an pur-
pese, staying present, learning, laughing, and
living wour best Iife. Lke Pastor Clayborn
says, "Fully imm erse yousell i the voyage

toward §wing on pwpose Don bhold back. Let

go and allow God fo dooa mew Hhing n you!
You will be swprised how God wil mest you
i deis season,”

= janette@janettesmith.com
K UBeEmpowered

¥ Janette sWorld
& JanetteRSmith

www.UBeEmpowered.com

It's Giving Time
Fhnaksglhiig
FooOD

DRIVE

Again this yvear, 5t. John will donate food bas-
kets at Thanksgiving and Christmas to families

in need. I you know amfone in need of a
Christmas food basket please place their name
(and other specfied information) en the farm
posted outside ofthe main office,

Gratitude & Laughter

AL i e et g )

numbel of 1. Then, there are seme who are
just TIREDR! Things are gaing well,. but there
are a lot of"things "

Wethoughtthat laughter would be a wonderful
way to buoy our spits this Thanksgiving. |
realize that the bible declares that sorrow is
hetter than laughter (Ecel 7:3); however, it did
not say that laughter was unacceptable. There
B 4 divine time set aside for laughter (Eccl.
24, In the midst of Job's hardship, Bildad told
him, "[God] will et fill your mouth with fagh-
ter, and your lips with shouts of joy" (Jok 821%.

It & now time to LAUGH! &% our Tharkful P ea-
ple service — Wednesday, Movember 19, 2014
at 630 P.M., Ws. Chinnita Maris, aka
"Chocolate,” will be minstering in comedy. We
welcome her to 21 John and pray that the
anointing will open up a healing spirit of laugh-
ter through her in ourworship experience.

| pray that - through laughter - we will be ahle
to handle the stresses of this upcoming heliday
seasan | hope that laughter will help each of
us to recognize our true feelings about owr sit-
uatiors and our need give God tharks in the
midst of them. | trust that God will keep the
pramises @ supply all of our needs [ Phil. 427
and te fill our mouths with laughter, When God
sends the "funny” blessing, go ahead and re-
spond — LALGH!

HAPPY THANK SGIVING! ! I!




=t. JohnAMEN

Movember 2014

Page 9

Give Thanks

A Thanssgiwng MBEssage
By Paulettz Bargon

| thirk we could all agree that it seems that
Thanksgiving is beceming a fading holiday.
Cnce Halloween has passedwe start planning
for Ehristmas. But- Tharksgiving should be
one of the most important days of the year
Histarically it started a= a time of feasting for
the pilgrims and Indiars. Buring the fist yeal
after the pilgrims had arrived in Armerica, half
of theil population had died of dEease or star
wation. The pilgrims hosted the fist feast o
celebrate life with their Indian friends and give
tharks ta God for His provisiors during difficult
conditiens.

Some take thie day for granted. They worny
about the big dinner they hawve to plan and
ook or the family mermber they have to toler
ate at the dinner table. But Thanksgiving
should be ene of the mest important helidays
of the year becawse it E 8 day to give special
tharks to God as we gather around the table
with Immediate and extended family members,
Let u= give thanks to ow Savior for surviving
this year, Yes | said surviving this year. Thinh
of all the catastrophic events of just the year
2014 Wet we are stil here. Se let us give
tharks. 'God loves to hear from us, He tdies
great pleas ure'in receiing owr tharks and our
love. Rememberwhen you did something very
special for someone. They were thrilled but
they failed to thank you. ou were a little hurt
That is how God feels when we forgetto thank
Hirm. We should not take His grace for grant-
ed.

Thank Him for His grace and mercy,

Thank Hirm far being inyour life.

Thank Him for yaur peace,

Thank Him far yoaur healing. And ifyou are not
healed, thank Him amavay.

Thank Him; Thark Hitn, and Thank Him.

We must also instill in owr young people the
impartance of Tharksgiving so that they can
pass the tradion dowento the next generation.

Flease do not let Thanksgiving become the
biggestshopping day of the yvear!

1 wil thanti you, Lo, with all m y hean ;1 will
iel of all the marvelous things you have done.
[ il be filled with joy because of you. | Wl
sindoraise s o your nam e, O MWost High"
Fealm 9:12

Soup Kitchen Corner

created to
Do Good Wark

“Weare Gods handwonk,
created in Christ Jesus to do

gaod wortks".
Ephesiars 2:10 KW

Everything that Jesus did in His lifetime was
intended a= a demonstration for all people, to
awak en them to the presence and power of
Godwithin them. " The ane who believes in me
will ake do the works that| de” He assures. us
(John 1%12) We will love unconditionally, we
will heal, and we will manifest abundance for
aurseles and ethers.

Az the holiday season of Tharksgiving and
Christmas appreaches, the Soup Kitchen Min-
Etry of 5t John wil stive to. continue to
achieve this state of corsciousness, for His
examples were clear and easy to follow. On
the third and fourth Tuesdays of each month
lunches are prepared far all wehe come. Food s
dlso provided monthly to The Hairis Home fai
Children and to First Stop, a sharing agency
far the homeless. Donatiors of time and help
are akvays welcomed,

Flease |oin the Soup Kichen as they allow the
hand of the Lord to wortk in and thraugh them,
shaping therm to ke more lke G hrist

AME Proud

Health CommBEsian

The purpose af the Heatth CommEsian
G- ta promete the health cencerns of
members of the AME Chureh. & shall
advocate health care a aright and.not a
priviege, tshall also challenge and w ok

ta refarm the urjust structure that is
presfalent in ‘health delvery systems. It
shall epcourage each organzation In our
chureh to include a heatl component in
s Tife and wark,

Chwmh Sunday School
mvissien, p 1718
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Making the Transition to Medicare
By Paula Bliard

If you are appreaching age 65, this article can help you understand what you need o know to
prepare for the framsition to Medicare.: The transition to Medicare can be scary, but it does not
haveto be, You |ust have o prepare for §in advance,

Medicare i a health insdrance pragram run by the governmentto help people ovei age 85 and
peaple with disabilities, Criginal Medicare includes all the services provided by the govearnment—
usually hospital and medical s emvices—butthere are abo additional plans available through pri
yatz health imsurance companiss.

Many people choose to purchase Medicare plan add-ons to0 meet all of their health care needs
Eecause of this, Medicare has been divided into four sections!

1. Medicars Part A covers hospital services such as inpatient, hospiee, skilled nursing facility
and harme health care.

2 Medicare Part B covers medical services such as vigits to your dectar, ather sutpatie nt tre st
mentand medieal supplies.

3. Medicars Part C 5 the Medicare Advantage plan that alloss youte get Medicare Pards & and
B{andsametimes Part D) thraugh a Medicare- approved private heatth irsurance compamy.

4, hedicars Part D covers prescription dugs.

Wha to do before your B3 h birt hday

1. Pick aninsurance company. Cheose a company voutrust to give youthe coverage you need
ta add onto yeur Original Medicars

2 Degidewhich type of plan you want. Weigh the pros and cons of each plante makesure you
get the best coverage for vai.

3 Apply for Medicare at least three monthe in advance. The government charges a penalty o
everyane who doesn'tapply for coverage duing their first eligikility pened.

Wha types of plans are awailable?

1. Medicars &dvantage plans are the alkin-one option, Private companles contract with Medi

care ta provide all the Criginal Medicare benefits and sametimas additional health care ser

vices ontop ofthat, When you need care, you only nesd to bring yveur plan & card,

fedigap Plans, or Medicare supplemental plans, fil in the gaps in your Original Medicare

coverage. Medigap plans pay for deductibles, copayments and other benefits that Original

lMedicars doesrt cover. You ll need both your Medicare card and your Medigap 1D card 1o

rece e cars.

3. Piezcripiion drug plans are an impartant addition to yvour Medicare plan. Mest Medicare Ad
vantage plars include preserption drupg coverage, but some may not. I you choose &
Medigap plan, veu'll need to buy a separate prescription drug plan. You'll need ta bring the 10
card for that plan when yvou pick up wour prescriptions.

Fud

Hewde | enrall?

If vou alieady recenve Social Securiy, thep you'll be automatzally enrolled in Medicare Pars &
and B, If vou will not be automatically enrolled, you ean apply at weas medicare. gov, visiting a
local Secial Security office or galling the Social Security Administration at 1-800 7721213,

Beneficiaries Eligible for TRIC ARE and Medicare

If you are entitled to premium-free Medicare Part A, you musthave Medicare PartB tokesp TRE
CARE. Onoe wou have both Part A and Fark B, you automatically 1eceive TRICARE henefits un-
der TRICAR E for Life. Keeping information in the B eferse Enrallment Eligikilty Reporting System
(EERS) up to date is keyin ensuring effective, imebf delivery of your TRICARE benefits.

ou become eligible for Medicare Part A at age &5 if you or yourspouse paid inte Social Security
for at least 4l quarters ( at leastten years of wok), Failureto file for Medicare benefis results in
loss of TRICARE coverage:

If vou already receive benefits from 2ocial Securtty, the Railload Eetirement Board (RRE), or Of
fice of Persannel Management, yvou are automatically entited to Medicare Part & and are enrolled

FL il o e A |
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St John & on a prayer journey that includes a powerful sermon series on prayer as well as week-
by kible study sessions that prepare the congregation to become a "people of prayer who pray
without ceasing.”

Sermon Series
"Pravel Positions” with text from Acts 8 -10 began the series. This sermon emphasized the spir-
itual positiors of prayer, humility, honesty, and being cpen to others.

"Pravel Positions, Part 2 (Closet Wolk ) was based on seriptures from chapters 5§ and & of Mat
thew and Romans 8. The key points focused on contralling the mind by being focused, having
purpose, and yielding 1o God,

"Prayer Imtentiors” was centered on Matthew §:5 2 and Ramars 1517, 28. Prayer intentiors
note d were request, gratitude and empoverment

"Prayer Intentions, Part 2" was from the text of Romans 8:15-17, 26 and highlighted the points of
krowing whe one &, repairing whats broken and releasing eneselfto hops.

“When Yau Begin to Pray" was focused on John 1820, With praver, comes pain, but the pain of
prayer has purpose, There will be transition (with pain}), but expect power from &od to make it
through.

“Prayer that Restores Faith” was from Luke 18. The message was fo "abvays pray and never give
up or lose heart” '

“Fighting for ¥our Heart' iwas ako based on Luke 18. Woshippers were told to fight with the
determination of the widow who would not give up untilshe received her blessing.

These are just snippets from a preatsermon series, Wyou mesed one of the messages or just
want 1o hear them again, vou may purchase a G0 or DYD fromthe media minstry, )

Bible Study
The Bible Study less ons hawve followed closely to the sermonseries. Students received a 7-wesk

prayer Journey of Prayer booklet that contained the weekly lessons, including scripture;, prayer,
meditatiors and activities, Subjects covered thus farare;

“Partnering with God" —James 2:28

"Being Presentwith God' — Matthew 2641

"Perpetual Prayer” —1 Thessalonians 5:17

"What Do You Beliewe? Gaing Deeper”

Everyone is welcome to be a part of this Journey of Prayer. Even if you have net attended any of
the previous sessions or if you have missed some sessions, you are encouraged to join the jour-
ney at any time. The group-supported, journal-guided sessions provide opportunities for all to

‘grow their prayer life. Make the commitment today to attend the Wednesday noon ar & pm Bible
Study.
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Advent Begins the Christian Liturgical Year

A

ADYENT begins the Christian liturgical wear on the Sunday closest to Mavem-
her 30, The season is four Sundays in duration: The Sundays are referred o as
"Sundays in Adwent',

The advent message cormes fram the Wwe Latin words, g wenire, which rmeans "to
come to", The message i that God, in Christ, is coming inte the world. Itincludes
all time.

In times past, God did come in the Christ:child in whose hanor Christmas is cele
brated. Thus, God supplies the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophets. In times
present, the individual may experience Sod coming into their Ives for the fist ime,
"mew Bith" orin the renswal and growth into degper dimersions of reality, In times
to corne, the return of the Chiist in His full glory and power as judge of all the world,
both the living and the dead, &5 promised,

The Adwert weath 8 a Christian tradition that symbeolzes the four weeks of Ad
vent It e usually an evergreen wreath with four candles and a fifth, white candle in
the center. Beginning with the First Sunday of Advent, the lighting of @ candle Is

accompanied by a Bible reading, a prayer and a song. The fifth candle, the & hrist

candle, & it an Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The ochservance i in family set-

tings and at public church services.

The litur gical colar for Advent & purple. Itk a colorthat communicates a feeling of gquiet dignity,
revalty, and repentance. Purple is the traditional color of @ king's robe. Such a calor is most expe
dientts announce the coming of the King of Kings.

The Christ coming brings hopeof anew and aundant lifeto Al

Domestic Violence Awareness Observed

On Sunday, Cetober 28, worshippers wore purple in ohservance of Demestic Violence fwvareness
Month., Printed below are excerpl from a ltany that were included inthe srder of service to bring
awareness o persors who are victims of domesticviolence,

A Litany of Hope and Healing for
‘Wamen and Children Who &4re Survivors
of Do mestic Vialencs
Bythe Faith- Relations Cormmittes of Lydia's House

God hear us as we [t up our prayers.

For a world without damestic violence.

We liftour hopes and prayvers for peace.

For allwho suffer abuse within their hames.

Compassionate One, we pray toou,

Farthose wha give voice to break the silence,

Hear our voices, O Godwe pray,

Forthose who have the courage to break'the eycle of wislence.

Our Fortress and Strength, we pray to Yo,
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Mé'dicare

iCam e S e A8

in Medicare Part B stating the first day of the
maonth you turn B5. (If your bithday & on the
first of the month, Part & and Part B are effec
tive on the first day of the previows month.)

Ifyou aren't receiving Social Security benefits,
RRE benefits, or a federal annuity from the
Office of Personnel Management, you rmust
sigreup for Part A and Part B. To avaid the
Medicare surcharge for late enrollment, you

must sigreup for Part B during your Medicare

Inttial Enrallment Period (seven-month period
that begins three monthe before yvou turn 85, or
four monthe before youturn 85 i your birthd ay
i on the first of the manth). T avaid a break
in TRICARE coverage be sure to enroll no |at-
er than two months before yvou turn 85 1f you
enrall ary later, your Part B effective date will
be delayed and you will have a bread in TRE
CARE eoverage.

Howewver, withowt Medigare Part B, you will not

have TRIGAR E coverage. So, if you delay yaur
Fart B enrollment you won't be covered by
TRICARE for Life aned TRICARE won't act as a
second payer to wour employer sponsored
grodp heatth plan coverage. Te have TRI-
CARE coverage when your employer spore
sored group health plan coverage ends, you

should sign up for Part B before wour group |

health plan coverage aor employment ends,
whichever occurs fist, to avoid a break in cow
Elage.

For more information, visit waww. e dicare  gow
andfor wawwstricare mil.

i to Enter 0 yeur Brewsel

Annual Pre-
Thanksgiving
Bake Sale
Planned

The Pastars &id Board will hest their Annual
Bake sale on MNovember 23, 2014 after the
8:00 am and after the 10:50 amservices. Conr
tributions of baked goods and monetary dona
tions are welcomed. This &5 an excellent oppor-
tunity to. purchase Thanksgiving desserks .,

Flease contact amy member of the Pastor's Ald
Board. Thank you in advance for yoursupport

Claire PhiladeIphia, President

Technology Tip

By Ricarde Willams

Who's using your Wi-Fi?

Have ywau ever been ouflobis: of who & msing
waur VWEFTT Thete are several regsom wihy you
should know this. There can be Bsues Wwien the
connecton & slow; caused by too many devices
bBeing eannectsd or haokers that could be mak
ing their way'to invade Your fetwoi. There
could ko be legal Bsues: invelved i sameons
5 usimg yeur WEE Hor llegal setivities. Whatesw
el the case may be, t'e aways best o know
who & using your Wi-Fi, Let-us fake a look ata
iy o knowwhe & Using vour WiFi.

Youwwill first need o knowy the default address
of vour router. You can find this by using
Google to search for your particular router spec
ifications. There B8:a different way to do this if

I wou are familiar weith using @ cemmand  prom

tarum the ipoonfig command on computers that
use e Microsoft Windews aperating system. If
you. are uwing & MAG yeu can find the default
address by navigating to the system prefer
enozt under youl network sethngs [towill be
[sted pextis router, Yau wil peed the address
Blnee you have enr
tered the address |n youl Wrowser, you wil be
prompted to emter the credentiak o login to
vl raudter, Hyou have not ohanged the default

| settings of your router, itshould e & sombins

tion ef"admin” and "passward’ or blank fields

Cinee wad have logged inte yeur |aulers eon-
sole, there will be-a section far connected devie
Es, Wwireless statius or atmched devices . This will
allow you' m s=e all the Hevices that are son
nected ta yeur WEED 1 ywaur WEFI is nat pass-
waord protected, you may see upknmyn devices
that have heen connecting to yeur W-Fi The
best way to prevent ths iz to alwais creste a
passivord far yeur Wi FL

W hen ereating the passward, yvou will have the
oppEtion of selecting WP ar WEP. Yau will weant
to Usethe WPA sption due to the vulnerabilities
af using WEP, Taking this s imple step can pre
waht your WiFifram being wed by upauther-
ized devices.
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Church School Lesson Overview — December 2014

This maonth's reviews were writlen by Willie
Sandifer (st and 3rd Sundays) and Claudi
nette Purifoy-Fears (2nd and 4th Sundays),

December. 7, 2014

Lesson Title: Warship Christ's Majesty
Lessan Scripture: Hebrews 1

Print: Hebrews 1:1-9

CDevotional Songs: #1110, #1028 ], and #1713 []
Key Werse: "The Son & the radiance of Gods
glory and the exact repres entation of his being,
sustaining  all  things by his  powerful
word.” (Hebrews 1.3)

The fact that Christ is #e radiance of God's
giory cannects Jesus with God in a unique
way., God's glaridws nature B made known
through Chrst as the exact mwveserntation of
Gods invisible being. When Jesus walked the
garth, He was a physical representation of the
imvisible God; thus Jesus pointed the way to
God. We ean know about the unseen God by
knowing Christ,

Christ weas not only active in ereating the uni
wverse He continues to be actve in sustaining
it All'things have been created through € hrist,
and all things are now held tagether by H=
powerfll wom. Jesus & therefore not sirmphy
ancther great religious teacher or prophet
Those prophets spoke for God, Chrst was
Godspeaking, Such aspecial person is clearky
dble to do special things, two of which are not-
ed in His ability to. ereate and sustain the unk
verse and His power to purge sin.

It & important to stress that His authority & not
simply a result of Hs good woks—He did not
garn a high place with God by dying on &
cross. That honor was already Ghrist's by His
wery riature, a the author of Hebrews pro-
ceers to stress, Christs awthority B a function
ef His eternal hirthright—He is greater than the
angelk not only because He did a greater work
than they could do but alse because He has
inherited a superior name from His Father.

December 44, 2014

Lesson Title: Malke a Joyful Noise

Lesson Scripture; Psalm 95

Frirt: Psad m 55:1-Ta

Devotional Songs: #118]); #106]); and #122]
Hey Verse: "Come, let s sing for joy to the
Lard; let us shaut aloud tothe Rode of oursal
vation' { Psalm 85:1).

The Book of Psalms & devoted to the theme of

worship and prase. Psalm B provides an invk
tation te worship, a reason to worship and in
structon an warship. There s 8 gommand fo
come to the Lord and to o give Him praise.
Fraise is integral to worship. Praise sheuld tell
asang of joy, pive testimony tothe goodness,
and encourage others te knew Him:

The basic reason for praiging God s that He Is
“a great king above all gods” a8 noted in verse
3-and He i worthy. He is the Creator, He s1s-
tains us, has dominion over all and is in eantral,

Whenever ane comes inte God's presence, it
must be with thanksgiving and preparation to
surrender all. God knows our heark and will
protect L= just as & shepherd tends and pre
tects his flock from cdanges seen and urseen,
Fraise should be mare than words, but an esc-
pression of faith and it should be lved outin
faithfulness and st

December 21, 2014

Lesson Title: Give Goryto God

Leszan Scripture: Luke 2:1-20

Print Luke 2:8-20

Tentative Bewctional Songs: #118[; #1116 [
and#111 [

Key Verse: "The shephernds returned,: glorifying
and praging God for all the things they had
heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told” (Luk & 2:20),

The lesson text B part of @ much larger story of
Jesus’ conception and birth in the first chapte
of Luke as well & this second shapter. Luke
weaves this story in with he account of John
the Baptists conception and hith. Beth hirths
were announced by an angel, accomplshed by
God's miraculous power, and accompanied by
wonders that God performed. Both children
were announced to be God's future instru-
ments. But-Jesus stands supreme in the pair
ing. He is God's Son, the promied king, virgin
bern, the Lord, and the source of the sakation
Tao Him alone the glory of God belongs.

But as Jesus Wwas bormn agairst the backdrop of
Rorman imperial power, there was another who
claimed glory, Caesar ruled much of the warld
and had ordered it to pay him taxes, Rome's
political, military, and economic power was said
by some io be the true glery in the world, Of
such glary Jesus and His family had none.
Shut out from ordinary lwving gquarters for he
mars, the newborn Jesus lay in @ manger, a

Ve o g 3
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Church School Lesson D#erﬂew — December 2014

. oralraadd A aateE )

feeding trough for animalks

The contrast in this lesson B between the
power of the world and the lowliness of the
Son of the almighty God. If one knowes Jesus,
orie can never think of Ife in the = ame way
again. Life can neverbe aboutbecoming pow-
erful, wealthy, or impotant, & can only he
about seeking and embracing the lowliness of
desus Christ, giving our lives in service for the
sadie of others whe nesd te fallow Him'as well.

December 28, 2044

Lesson Title: Give Glary to God

Lessan Seripture: Matthew 14:22-36

Primt: Mathew 14:22-36

Tentative Devotional Songs: #120 [); 112; and
#1211

Hey Versaes! "When they climbed intao the
bhoat, the wind died down, then those who
were in the boat worshiped him, saying, ' Truhd
you are the Son of God™ [ Matthew 132,33},

This lesson tells of an eventthat oseurred aftel
Jdesus miraculously fed five thousand from a
fewd loaves of bread and fishes which was reme
inscentof mannain the wilderness inthe days
of Moses and the great exodus. In ths lessan,
Jesus had demised the crowd and come
manded the disciples to getin 8 boat-and pre-
ceed on a journey to Gennesaret withawt him
Jesuswanted te be alone in prayer.

The. disciples were far from land, it was dark,
the fierceness of the waves were unsettling
and the deciples were jittery. They noticed a
figure: walking on the |3e toward them and
wiere-terrified.  The figure, Jesus, told them to
not be afraid for, "It & ", The same greeting
that wwas echoed to Moses from the burning
bush which mears "l am".

Peter was unsure ifthe figure was really Jesus
and challenged Him by stating, "H it & really
vau, arder me to come out on the water to
you". Jesus told him te come. Peter got out of
the boat and waked an the water foward Je
sus. He noticed a strong wind, grew afraid
and began to-sirk, He cried outto the Lard to
save him, Jesus. grabbed him and stated,
“What little faih wou havel Why did you
doubf? When they got inthe boatthe wind
ceased. The dieciples woshipped Jesis ex-
claiming that H e was truly the Son of God

The heart of C hrist's miracle of waking on the
water & thatJesus & in direet control and all
things are possible in Jesus Christ Jusl as
Jesus healed the sick in Gennesaret by leting
them touch the hem of His garment, they k new
of the great things He could accomplish and
had faith, One who has learned to trustin God
and believe in His Word does not wonder
whether God can intervene on his ar her bie
half, S/he knoss that Jesus is worthy of wor
= hip.

Church School Book Club

November 2014
DEpussion Date: 15 November 2014
10:00 &K —11:30 A M,

Do b Biame the Dewl, Fat G Orge-Waker,
2010

December 2044
Discission Date: A December 2014
i 1000 &M, —1130 AWM,

The First Phone Call Fom Hsavm A .fI.I'::h'Ei
Nigek Albom |, 2074

Onemarning in the small town af Coldwater,
Michigan, the phanes start ringing. The voices
say they are calling from heaven. Is it the
greatest miracle everT Orsome erdel hoax7TAs
newe of these sirange calk spreads; sutsiders
flock to Caldwaterto be a partof it

At thesame time, a degraced pilot named Sul-
k¢ Harding feturns 1o Coldwater fram prison-ta
dscover his hometown gripped by "miracle

fewer! Even hiz youngson carries atoy phane,
4 hapingte-hearfram his motherin heaven.

#s-the cdlls inctease, and proof of an afterlife
begins to suface, the town—and the world—
transforrrs, OnkeSully, comvincedthere & noth-
ing. beyond this sad life, digs into the phenome-
non, determined to dispiove it for his child and
his own broken heart

Moving seamlessly between the invention  of
the telephone in 1878 and & world obsessed
with the next level of comrunication, Witch
Albom takes readers on & breathtaking ride of
frenzied hope

— From the Badck Cover
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Presents its

Eighteenth Annual
Taste Tea

St.John A.M.E.N. Staff l

Christmas Joy!

The AMEN Staff will be halding its annual Taste Tea, Sunday, December 14,

2014 after the 1050 am worship service Come Join In the fellowship and
celicious treais!

St John members and friends are asked to bring their favonte dish and the
recipe (to be published nthe 20015 A M.EN)Y. Please bring your dish to the
fellowship hall prior to gither worship service.

It you have any questions or need additional information, please ses Mrs
Claire Philadelphia or Dr. Bridget Flayd,

.-

| I‘| —-—.‘_‘__‘_-
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: S1. John AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Mo wember 18, 2014 ThanHul People Thanksgiving Service e:30o.m
Mosember 21-22, 2014 Ninth District Lay Convention, Birmingham, Alabama
Mo vember 27, 2014 Happy Thanksgiving

December 3, 20414 Salah Memorid Service 6:30p0.m .

December 14, 2014 Chrisimas Program 3:45 am
18ch Annual Taste Tea, im mediately following 10:50am Service

December 24, 2014 Christmas Eve Cand lelight Service 5:000.m
December 25, 2014 Christimas Blessings

December 31, 2014 Watchnight Servce 1000p m .

That if you confase with your mowth | "“lesu s is Lomd M and believe in your heant
that God raioed him from the dead | you will be saved. Romans 10:9

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

‘When There I= No Room inthe Inn: | Can't Breahe
Luke 2:7

Usually during the season of Advent, churches are focused on the Mativity, miraculows hirths,
courageous wivesfiancees, wavering husbands/Mfiancees, prasing shepherds, gift bearing wise
men, jealows Kings, God being with-us, and the npame of Jesus. We will decorate our sanctuar-
ies in wonderful holiday ernamentation, We will put together programs. where children recite
speeches and scriptures focused on G hrists birth and where adults will present the same in
draratic form. Cur worship services will be filled with music, dance, and sermors grounded in
the blessedness of the Word being made flesh. This & what USUALLY happens at Advent,

Parior Patrie 0., Clavbim, 7.0 Howewer, this yeat & host of churches banded together on the third Sunday of Advent
(December 14, 201k to celebrate Nafiona! Blach Soiidarly Sunday: Black Lives Mater. Calls
to worship, prayers, affirmations, ltanies, and sermoms were created inthese churches to lift up
this theme. Parishioners were encouraged to wear all black or paraphernalia with the phrase —
"Black Lives Matter”

This celelration comes as the result afthe recent rash of police brutality against African Ameri-
can men and women. Twoe events that sparked the rse of attention and protests were twao
grand jury verdicts. Mighaesl Brown — unarmed — was shot and killed by a police officer in Fer-
gusan, MO, while his hands were upraised and he was s ayving, "Don't shoot” Erie Gamer was
putin an illegal chdkehald by a polise officer in Staten Eland, NY, As 3 result, he died repeat
ing the phrase—"| can't breathe In both cases, the grand juries determined that there was net
enough evidence againstthese officers to take them to trial far wrongdoing,

Cwerthe past few weeks, numerows gases —similarto these twe incidents — hawve been uncow-
ered which show an alarming regularity of police brutality against African American adults and
children. Protesters have bheen marching through the streets of cities large and small. Some

hawve been peaceful, and others hayve been more aggressive. Wet, they all recite the mantra —
"Black Lives Matter"

Yes, 5t John has paicipated a5 well. & call to worship and an affirmation of Blach Life wax
created by Rev. Sheri Smith Clayhorn and 55, & hley Humphrey, We dressed in Blads and
took pictures with our hands rased. We also encouraged econamic empowerment by promot
ing those in our church who own their own business. We registered people to vote. We urged
parents to take advantage of ow free tutorial pregram for their children, For we know that we
will need mare than a march to address these atrogities. True trarsformation of our s ociety will
require a comprehersive plan thatreplaces the American prison industial com plex with iretitu-
fions that actually reform criminak; reorders the justice system so that African Americans are
notthe sale target of police; and restructures our economic system so that all are able ta live
wiith dignity,

Eventhough this has been our focus during Advent, | find that these events parallel the gospel
story, According to Matthew's account, the government went on a killing spree of children to
wipe out little Jesws, According to Luke's version, there was no room for Jesus and his family in
the inn because so many people were in town for the census,  In beth stories, the government
had a systerm that (directly ar indirecthy) appressed those on the margins. When we hear the
chams of "hands up — daptshoot,” we cannot help but think of the children that Herod s laugh-

b e i
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Pastor's Message

S vl el N g 1)
tered in Matthew 2. When we hear chants of "l canr't breathe” we are brought to the wivid image
of Jesus having no place to be bom,

We mourn the lesses of those persons who hawve been killed or abused in this recent string of
events. We even mourn those whose names that are not in the headlines, We pray stength for
thios e families and communities, and we pray for our nation, We pray that God would tansform
us into a society of laving neighbors. We praythat God would help us toaseethe meaning of Ad
i !

The power of Adventis found inthi idea: nothing can stop the will of God! | was God's will for
Jesus to be born and te have |ife. No search and destroy mission and no overcrowding could
stopthe birth of Christ. Lkewse, no rogue cop, ne unjust legal system, no unfair economic prac
tice, and no form ef racial dis crimination can stop God's plans elated to: God's African American
daughters and sors. Whether it happens in eur lifefime or in our children's lifetime —we will be
the head and not the tail — above and not beneath — lenders and not borowe =

Whenthereis no roam in the inn, God will pravide a manger, Though the gevernment sanctons
akiling spree, God will made away to getto Egypt, Yes, some things and some people may die,
but the heart of who we are and our connection o God can never be destroyed. Jesus will be
borm — net just o thousand years ago — but right here and now! Gods promises will be barn,
Gods power will be born, Gods ward will be barn. Racial harmeny will be bormn, Justice far all
willbe born. Freedam for all will be horn. Access to education for allwill be barn, Economic ame
powerment for all will be borm. They will be barn in AF RICAN AMERICANS! They will be barn in
us!l! Far God will be with us! ¥ God be for us, who can he against us™

BLACH LIVES MATTER !

Behoid | & wgin shall be with chitdd, and shat brng forth 2 son, and they shall call hisnam e Em-
manuel, which being inkemmeied is, God with vs. — Mathew 1:23
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Christmas 2014: A Time for Personal Reflection
By The Rewrend Charles Glowver

Introduction: As thie 2014 Christmas season draws near, many will see this period as a
tirme for being with friends and family, shopping, feasting on great food, and last but net least,
aiding the: needy and less fortunate. Marmy celebrations will begin such as "Hanukk ah" and
"Kwarzaa' leading up to New Years Day 2015,

In centrast, researchers tell us that for many, Chrigtmas s the most stressful ime of the year
Maore people suffer depression, worry about finances and grieve overthe dieap pointments in their
lves during C hristmas time than during arme other season. Fwe would tahe the time te conduct &
personal reflection back op the events that have ecocumed in 2013 within our ewn personal life,
we must be thankful to God for His unchanging grace, His unexplainable gooadness, and His en
during miercy, We have seen and experienced the distincton between "Kaies" and "chrones”,
Gres concepts for God's time, and rman's time, respectively, Unfortunately, Christmas in our
present day society & viewed a5 a time for receiing wersus giving, often forgeting that a “true
gift* cannot be sarmed or deserved, & "tue gift" & given on the merits of the ane "giving” the gt
and not the ane receiving.

Christmas should be a time of spiritual assessment and a reflection on the “hirth of Jesus" and
what that means to us individually, en a personal basis. As bhorn again believers, we should kave
the same foeus and message the angels had for the shepherds in Bethlehem over two thowsand
years ago, We should reflect on Luke 2; 10-11; “fear not, for behold, | bring you good fidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto wou is barn in the city of D avid a Savior, which is
Christthe Lord.” Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled (Isaiah 28); "For unte us a Child is bom, unte us
a Son is gwen, and the government shall he upon his shoulder, and his name shall he called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace”,

Forsome, this message is too simple fo solve the complex problems we face today. Challenges
such as the recent injustices seen in Ferguson, Missouri and New Yok City, a5 well as the
countless other economie, poltical, and social inequalities encountered by the least, the lost, and
the dienfranchised people of color within the United States of America, Many have resohved that
the waorld & too dark er that imes have become too hard Te the despondent; we offer these en
couraging words fram - Jesus in Jehn 10:10; “The thief comes to steal, kil, and to destroy, | am
come that they might have life, and that they might hawve it more abundantly”. The abundant and
blessed life that Giod has promised to belisvers is predicated upon having a committed and dedi
cated relations hip with Him.

Fram a personal perspective, the birth of Jesus personified threes words;

Sacrifice: John 3:18 states; "For God so loved the world that He gawe His only begotten Son,
thatwhosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have sverlasting life”, Greatness depends
upon asacrifice, We know very little about personal sacrifice today. A true sacrifice is when yoau
give up samething you love or ehersh. Christ was born to die as 3 saceifice that we may lve.
God sent farth Christ as a substitute for our sins (Roamans 33, 'We, too, must be a sacrifice if we
are going to do a wok for the Lord (Romans 120 1-3). Tosincerely and totally follow Ghrist, we
mustsurmender aurselves to Him'and ths comes with a cost. The level of surrender and s acrifice
determines the depth of the wak with God.

Love: InDeuteronamy G:5, God commands us to "leve the Lord thy God, with all thine heart
and with all thy 5 eul, and with all thy mind. Leviticus 18:18 admonishes us to "love thy neighbor
as thyself, for |amthe Lord”. In John 15, 12-13, Jesus agdin commands us to, "love one anethel
@ | have loved you; greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. Ve are my friends, |F ye dowhat oever | command you.” When we possess Godly love,
e can believe we have whatsoewver we say (Mak 11235 All things wok together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called acceording to His purpose (Romars 8:28).  Maow
& the tirme you can express love by giving a smile or @ hug, sendsemeone yvou do not normal by
reach out to & card, or make a call Give and itshall be given unte you. Whatever we sow, that

Ll o e )
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Christmas 2014

By The Rewrend Chares Glewer

A crakranea Ao e 1)
shallwe reap.

Power: Jeremiah 32:17 tels us, “there &
nothing toa hard for God". There 5 no sinner
God cannot save, there B no prayer that He
gannot answer, and there & no problem He
cannot soelve. God 5 an “omnipotent Gad”
Wile live 'in a power hungry generation, Man
will go to extraordinary levels to achieve
"pereeived power’. People will exert contral
and manlpulate others to obtain poweer. True
power cames from God and not people. We
need the power that only God can give, God
has given the believer "dunamis powner’ (dck
1:8; Acts 5128, ThiE miracle wok ing powe|
enables = te hawve victory over our gcircum-
stances andsiuations. God ha not given us
(the believer), the Spirt of fear, but of power,
love, and a sound mind (2 Timethy 1:7). Fred
erick Douglas stated, "If there. & no struggle,
there & no progress”. God strengthens and
gmpowers s through the revelation of Hi
Hold Ward and eur life experiences,

Even though over two thousand years have
passed since Jesus was. born, God eame fo
he with 1= in Jesws onthat first Chriztmas and
He is still with us today, Jesus tells us in Mat
thew 28:20, "l am with vou abvays, even unto
the end of the world”. He aEo promised in
Hebrews 12:5, "l will never leave thee, nar
fors doe thee”. He & here among us, and IM
s, and stillthe greatest Christmas gift anyone
can receive. | encourage you to be thankful
and meditate anthe fact thatthe Lord & our
light and our salvation, He i the strength of
oul lives. He B our Shepherd and owur King.
We ean celebrate Christmas bhecause of the
hirth of Jesus, Gods enly hegolten Son,
whaom He gave thatwe might have eternal life.

Merry Christmas! Blessings, Glory, and Hen-
ar Beto Our Godl

Scriptural references: Authorized King James
‘Werslon of the Holy Hible.

Women's Ministry Corner
By Lauretta Teague

Mision Statement: The mission of the Wam
ens Ministry is to serve God and others, while
replenzhing our hearts, minds, and zouls.

The Women's Minkstry appreciates the church's
support for service projeck they have spor
sored, for the community through the ehurch
The Becember project comsisted of making
sgamves forthe women and children of the Gri
sis Center. They werewell received.

Please mak your calendaris) for the following
events so that the ministry may enjoy your
presence in this felloaship.

s  Friday, Jdanuary 23rd will be howling
night for ladies of the churcéh. Come out
and enjoy the fun and fellows hip.

e A tentative date for a women's breakfast
will be: February 21, 2015 at 8:00 &a.m.

Mare information for both of these actwities will
ke forthcoming. “ow are asked to put the

dates on your calendar. New members arewel
come to join us,

Decemberis
Yoke Release Month

From December 7 to December 31, mem-
bers will write on a shea of paper what
they, asindividuals, will not take inte 2015,

Then on W atch Night, we will literall burn neg-
athies from the past & the papers are burned,
Ao, each week during the menth of Decem-
ber, Hely cormmiunion will ke served, We will
emphasize the true meaning of Haly Commun-
ion ta remind us of the: great sacrifice far us to
have thie blessing.

We will end observance of Yoie Release
month on January < 20135, because it & the
first Sunday of the new wear. At that time we
again tate Hol Communion as a symboal of
Gods promie of relief from bondage and re-
nelw our covenant with Almighty God to start
fresh.
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Prayer Focus Continues in Selah Service

The second annual Selah Memorial Service was led by executive minister, the Reverend Sherl
Smith. Claybom. The spening hymn was “Held to God's Unchanging Hand." Prayer was offered
by Steward Guy Ginn, Psalm 20 was read by Steward Nedra MeDaniel and 1 Thess alanians <13
-1Bwas read by Sieter Rosa Whittaker.

The Reversnd ZSmith Clayborn
M =hared information on grief with
the wors hippers. She stated that
the definition of grief & a3 strong,
sometimes ovemhelming, fegling
of loss. The five stages of grief
that =he described are denial,
anger, bargaining, depression and
acceptance. Sometimes the first
four stages are repeated mamy
times before achieving stage five,
acceptance of what has hap-
pened. To handle grief, especially
during the haliday season, she
advised that persors not spend
time alone, tak to family and
friends, and try creating new tradi

Executive Ministers shares infformation on grief. tions. Most Jirmportantly, remem:
berthat one & not alone bhecause

they have their 5t Jehn church family.

A musical selection by the church ersemble preceded the meditation from Pastor Patrick Clay
born. The scripture back ground for the message was Psalm 128, He noted that in this shor pas-
cage, thers was past tense, or astatement an having been delivered at the baginning, and a few
verses |later a plea for needing more deliverance. He further explained that biblical schalars indi
cate this shift & due to a bread in ime between the verses, One definiion of Selah & a break,
pause or rest. Semetimes a break & reguired to get prepared for what B coming next. He posed
the guestion "How do wyou deal with the break™ and answered with one word “prayer.”

Fram the scripture passage, Pastor Claybom highlighted points in the psalmist's prayer in the
background soripture, There was a prayer for restoration to get bach on track . The prayer for pur-
pose was that their pain would have purpose. The prayer for revelation was "Help me to see
your willin this." The prayer for strengthwas te beartheseed and reap the harvest. The strength
will bring in the laughterin the memary and one will realize the blessing of Pzalm 30:8L, "but joy
cames in the marning.”

The names of members whe have departed this life during the yearwere called for @ moment of
remembrance and members ako called names of persons they wanted to remember. The ser-
vice concluded with a sang of promie and hope, svenin grief, "Jesus Promised He'll Taoe Care
af Me" and prayer by Pastor Claybarn,

ol

&
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Remembering and Rejoicing: It's Harvest Time
By hdattie Ezell

The Earth is the Lord's and all thatis init..,
'He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate bringing forth food from the

earth: wine thatgladdens the heart of man, oilto make his face shine, and breadthatsustains his
heart - Pzalm 104 1415

Harvest B an amazing season for all
C hristians because they recognize that
there is @ much desper meaning beyond
the wvisible sights that decorate the
churches. Jesus said over two thowsand
years ago, "The harvesti s plentiful, | bt
the laborers are fen' In this the 21st
century, Jesus i =till depending en Hi
disciples to harvest souls. For the fields
are still white and harvest'& still waiting.

More than wwenty-five years ago, Mrs.
Cobbh organized the Fifby-Plus  Auxilia-
ry. Cne of the Auxilian's first responsibili
ties was to plan and cary out 5t. Johi's
Annual Harvest Sunday service. Knowing
that the Angle Saxon word  ‘harnvest
E Ty mears autumn and thal autumn means
1 1 ML the reaping and gathering of grain and
other growen products, the S0+ Auxiliary

chose to celebrate Hamvest Sunday ser-
vice during the last astronomical autumn

Fit-Flus members "p:l! ity F'é:';l.éﬁ_ﬂl‘l'ﬂr‘lﬁ.j]’? after Harvest Seryice

manth, Mevember.

This November 8, 2014, H arvest Sunday semvice was designed to help wors hipers celebrate all of
the good things God has done for them and to remind them of all of their valley experiences so
that they acknowledge their dependency on The Lord, thus the theme: "Rejoicing and Rement
bering.”

Harvestservice = an anesome opportunity to show how believers can worship together success-
fully, regardless of age. Wih thie in mind, this Harvest service included St John's Liturgical
Dancers, who danced beautifully to the gospelsong, "Mo Limits" and Ms. Sherrill Amber Humph-
ey, whe did an amazing original deamatic monologue: SAVER! Along with these very falemted
young adult members, the following F ifty-Flus members participated; the Reverend hMeriam Gar-
rett, prayer; Dr, Lee E Williams, scripture (Jobn 15: 1-8); Mris. Mattie Brown Ezell, Welcome!
Decasion; Mis. Charkie Brooks, Litany ( The Master Gardener); Mr. Ronald Meintesh, Adnowt
edgement of Wisiors; Mrs. Agnes Gilmare, Offertary Prayer; and the Gospel Chair, Mr. Cleveland
Wikon, Director, Col{Retfired) James Heyward gave an outstanding tribute to honor veterans.

Pastor Clayborn delivered the inspirational sermon; GET UP! (Luk e Z2:°38-45), With all of the
many ssues plaguing people today, just as they did inthis sermon with the disciples, theytoo are
asking how do you get upwhen life has beatenyou down and you feel thatyou have dane all you
can do? Well, Pastor Clayborm pointed to Job, Jacob, and more impodanthy, Jesws as examples
to show worshipers that it & possible 1o GET UP. Each of these phenomenal hiblical pesons af
their representative stood toe to toe with God and éxpressed their honest feelings. He did not
take their biter cup away, but He did give them peace so they could endure and persevere. So
even if prayel does not deliver you fram youw gircunetances, it will surely deliver you thraugh
them. Therefore, rejoice and remember: God Promised!
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Thankful People Enjoy Comedienne

To every thing there iz a season, and a tim e to every pumose under the heaven
@ time o lawgh. .,
Ecclesiastes 31,4

Thespecial guest at S5t John en Wednesday, November 18, 2014 was hMs. Chinnita Momis, a:a
"Ohocolate She is a waorld elass Christian comedian with noted pefarmances an HEO's Def
Comedy Jam, BET s Comic View, Bobhy Jones” Gospel Hour, and Tyler Perry's first stage play "
Know I've Been Changed." Thi service was the annual Thankful People service thatbegan last
vear. Pastor Glaybom and Executive Minister, the Reverend Sheri’ Smith Clayborn felt that be
cause of all that the church had been through ower the year and with the heliday season being a
seasaon of grieffor some pesaons, t was time for a season of laughter.  Alang with the musicmin-
Etry, they planned the evaning.

Chocolate proved that chureh members needed laughter, Her comedy presentation ineluded
peking fun at Pastor Clayboern, men, single wiomen, marmried women and men, and the bladk
churzh experience.  From the laughter inthe sanctuary during the service, it appears everyone
enjoyed the presemation. Even though Pastor Clayborn was the target of mamy of her joles, he
seemed to have hadithe mostfunm and his contagious laugh helped to fuel the laughter of athers.
Many present expressed a desire ta have her return next year,

Special thanks o the Music Department and the Hospitality Ministry who helped to plan and pre-
vide an atmosphere of worship.
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2015: New Year, New Youl

How to Mean TWhen You Say [tand Dellver an It This Year,

By danettz R, Grmith
Cartifed Stategic htenention & Mndset Coach

| have a personal quote, "Making change is never ag dificwt as gccenting change.” [t onby taoes
a few days into January to realze you have ether already BR OKEN your Mew Year's resolutian
oryau are notas committed 1o it a yvou THOUGH T vou were, We are-all a hit resistantto change
because it can be hard and often - scary.

As we prepare to boldly bound inte 2015 clutching our New Year's B esohdions in hand, [thought
| woould offer took to help setyou up to win inthe area of persenal developmentthis coming yvear
After all, would notit be nice ta mean it when yousay it, and delrer on all your goak this year?

Just maybe, though, the problem s not laziness or lack of willpower. Sccording to Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education profess ers Rohert Kegan and Lisa Lask ow Lahey, when we fail at a goal
wie lave set for ourselves, it & [kely that a type of psychological immune system B covertly at
wiol, defending us from perceved threak. To arrive at lasting change, Kegan (who teaches Adult
Development) and Lahey say you must dig deep to identify what may be in epposition te your
goal. These hidden competing commitments are rocted in our individual world views and are Te-
presented through owr 'big assumptions’ —that & how we think things operate. Real change can
only come as aresult of us altering the way we think, "

Fegan and Lahey lay out @ process for overcaming these emotional obstacles in their book b -
mowrity o Change: Howilo Owercom e it and Uinlocik the Potendal in Yoursell and Yoor Oiganiza-
tion, It &5 a faur-column immunity map that helps you understand what feelings are at play and
howe vou are sabotaging your efforts.

Befare |'share the link 1o & downleadable vers ion of their immunity map - let me point out, S0OME
of you are just mot going te dig that deep and work toward understanding the resstance that
keeps vou from getting exacthy what you want out of life. NO JUDGEMENT here, but it & ABS0-
LUTELY imperative to be clear about vour intent and resolve to take action! There's a joke that
goes: If fifteen frogs are.on a log and three decide to ump off in the water, how many frogs are an
thie [og? The truth is fifteen frogs are still an the log. DECIDIMNG to do samething and A2 TUALLY
doing it are two entirely different things. For this reason, | simply want to offer ancther ‘change
agent sption to those of you who are not UP for quite an extersive self-excavating journey as the
Imm ity o Change process will provide,

Try a Mini Cluest.

| was employing this technique for yvears, and then heard Elizathe Guilbert, author of Eat, Fray,
fove tak about it on Oprabs Syoer Sow Sunday program. Mini Quest, as she cals them, are
goak through experiences you challenge yvouself to partak e in every day. Today, my mini quest
was to make sach pemson | came in contact feel loeved and cherished, | did not quite succeed,
Truth be told, | ended up woking much longer than | was supposed to and missed a deadline an
samething because of the owvertime—s o the worry and frustration did start leaking out & the night
wiore on. | do not think anyene felt devalued or disrespected, but | did not leave everyone swime
mingin a lake of skittles and soft bunnies a | had hoped. My tramsparent share 5 to encourage
you in knowing that change 5 a process and wsually daes NOT happen instantanecusly nor
overnight (Thowgh | oid go “cold &ureey” on ealing swgarat the beginning of Decembar. Cakh me
in Januany to ses how thatjoumey goes. |

The great thing about Mini Quests & that they expire at the end of the day and yvou get to set out
on a newe one the very next morming. This & a goal-setting exercise that challenges vou to lve
more fully and presently, and focus an things outside of youwrself. i helps vou find things around
you forwhich you are grateful and helps vou practice. setting and meeting goals.

W cmaktaal oy g ¥
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2015:

New Year, New Youl
By Janette R Smith

Cinge vou graduate from those, you will find
sopmething will open up inside you. s your
authentic self- emerging, embracing life in new
and interesting ways, § you are a 'stuch irmthe
rut kind of person —THIS EXERCISE |15 BE-
FIMITELY for ywou! Daily positive challenges
get ywou golng and grewing again. Imagine
howe drastically different you can be in the
span of even one week if wou s et and meet
Mini Quest goals every day.

Day one- look farthree beautiful things areund
vou., (Vou will be forced to lodk for positivie
ted  Day bwo- Give evervone youd mest 3
simile. Day thres- Try a new food. Day four-
Take a dance break... etc. This new appreach
to goalsetting and Mew Years Resoluiors
could create a rejuvenating energy within you,
add the spice of spontaneity along with a s hift
towvard heighterned thinking and eonnectivity
with vourself and these around you,

It you are ready to taie on the goal setting
challenge— | would love to hear hack from
vou about how things went. Goed or bad,
keep itreal.. but keep it meving, yeu have to
really try, James 2:17 states "Faith without
works i dead.” Tramslation: there B no hocus-
pocus in life, your faith, beliefs and good inten-
tionzs must be follekved up with action.

Far those who are seriols about unlodking
wour i mundy o Chamge - go to UEsEmpowe
grefllom te download the free immunity map
and instrugtions thatwak wou through the pro-
cess. You ean learn more and REALLY go
deep by purchasing their bosh |

Mo matter what you decide to do moving inte
X015, remember to stardt frem an authentic
desire to live fully and freely, Choose a goal or
goals for the right reéason. Choose goals that
serve you and will help you become the high-
est expression of yourself. Do not forget fo
celebrate progress as well as achievement
and let us celebrate with wou. Send waur
thoughts, cormmernts and testimonials in. Until
nexttime - #BeEmpoanered

"loghe Helmuth, Harvard Extension blog
aeditor

Soup Kitchen Corner

Sharing the Gift
of God's Lave

"Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
'"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
garth peace among those whom he favors.™

—Luke2:13-149

Every faith tradition has stories about the ex
change of gifs. Perhaps the greateststory be
gims, "For God so loved the world..." John 318
The love of the Creator for its ereation is infi-
nite, Qur Ghristmas gifte are a representation
of our affection for one another. Behind the
wirapping and substance of every gift i the
intention ef sharing Gods love.

WWith deep love for those less forunate, the
Sdimt Jehn Soup Kichen, gwves fo all, hot
meals and nutriious food twice manthly, This
B one service of giving from our congregation
and church leadership not only during the Haolk
day season, but wear round. Just as Jesus
came a5 a demonstration of God's love forthe
world and to teach us our ability to be that love,
wee give with lowing hears.

We are grateful for all the love we have experk
enced and for all that we have ta share. D uring
this joyous heliday season, we wish this git of
love to each and every ong.

Christmas
Eve

Yaou are invited to attend the annual Candle
light Christras BEve Serice at & pm on De-
camber 2Z&th. Invite friends and family to be
a part ofthis birthd ay celebration.
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2014-2015 Trustees

The follewing. persors were elected to serve as
Trustees for this conference year.

Bridget Floyd

Karl Gullatte

Erica Harbin

Car| Lewis

Randy Love

Thalia Love Broewn
Jesse Johnson
Pearlean Myhand
Mary R ankin

Lula Rochelle

Ewa Smith

lMaeola Snell Peoples
lenn Pippen
 laudinette Purifoy F ears
hary R ankin

Terry Speight

B arwin Washington
Eddie Whitehead

Bill William=

Justin Y ork

Congratulations Trustees!

Sae

Belk Days Offers
Alternative Source
of Income

The St John Finance Committes and the Offi
clal Board have |dentified several projects 1o
generate alternative sources of income. The
alternative sources are us ed tooreate funcds
for building expansion outside of the normal
members tithes and affering.

Cine of the projects was the Bek C harity Sale
where noreprofit organizations sell tickets for
a special shopping event. With the tidiet,
shoppers receive a refund for the cost of the
tick et with their first purchase on this special
shopping day which offers mamy sales tems.

Tharks to Hedges Washingtan for ceordinat-
ing this project to Sisters Abbiegail Hugine
and Juanita Washington for volurteering dur-
ing Bek Days, and to.all who purchased'sald
tideets.

P

Technology Tip
By Ricardo Willlams

Protecting Your ldemtity
As e are noW in the hollday ssasen, many
people will ke shopping for gifts onling ar'in ' a
stare. Na matter haw yeu ehoose mshap, there
iz always the rsk that semeone could access
youl private  information. Your  private infor-
matan could ihelude your seedrty numbet, driv-
ers leemse numbern or debiferedt card mum-
bes. This article lpeks &t séme ways 1o protect
yaur identity from being =talen

Cten, vouwlil find ermails Inyour inbox referming
to clidking links that appean to be from a wvalid
souice. =ueh ca= youl pBank Br even a

| friend. When you are matsure 7 the email &

safe; do net hestate-to call your bamk of frisnd

I to werify the email, & large numbar of virees

are pazed thraugh suspicious links. Dpee the
i elidead, yod may be asked to entar infar-
mation sueh as your names and address: Thi
colld ke the beginning of yeur pesanal Infor-
maton being seught Again, Before deing so,
please wvalidate’ the email by contacting the
sender

|| Another way o profect your dentity 510 neve

ghve your soalal security nimber ta an unk newn
souice. Bomstimes you may reeceive 8 phope
gall fram sameans needing te verify infarmatian
by asking faryour socialseaurty number, Dnoe
you have given yeur social securlty numbear ta
ar UrH nawn seudree, you have ust taken a rishk
of yaur 1dentty being stelen Mever give your
sooial securty number B an unk nowin saurce.

The mastwidshl used methad af-stealing 1dentr
ty ls through debifaredit cards. Rewisim banhl
credit gard  statements regllarly, preferably
ance a week Revlew charges and the lacation

| wihere the charge aecurred. [ you notice £ame

thing that-& not-right/about an AT maching or
a cafd terminal, da not'uee it Be sure there are
nat any additichal devices atached tothe éard
terminal, W concerned thiat your personal infor-
mation has been compromised, contast ane e
major eredtbures ue tofile @ 80-day fraud aler

Please take preciution regarding your identity,
nat anly ddring the heldoy season, but at all

| times,
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2015

The month's reviews were written by Willie
Sandifer.

danuary 4, 2015

Lesson Title: & Madel for Prayer

Lesson Scripture: Luke 11:1-13

Print: Same

Devotional Songs: #2720, #3323 [, and #2943
Key “erss: "Whenyou pray, say: "Father, lab
lewwed ke ‘your pame. Yeour  kingdom
come.” (Luke 11:2)

Rich imsights inte the way to pray effectiveby
are given inths lesson:

Jesus taught the disciples a8 model for prayer
and perseverance in prayer, The Model Prayer
i readily available for reading in the scrip-
tures. The following are salient peints from the
text:

1. Jesus prayed in public and in private,

2. Thraugh prayer, we gan tak directhy with
God and expect to personally hear from Him,
3. The Maodel Praver & a complete prayer in
is el

4 Prase opens the Model Prayer.

5. Where we pray does not matter.

B, Content B important! God wank s to &Sk
for He previsions, but He is not mowved by rep-
etifion for the sake of repetition.

7. We must be corsummate and continuous
learners.

Prayer is the way helievers communicate and
farm a personal relativrship with God. The
closeness of their relationship with God & df
recthy proportional tothe time they spend pray-
img ta Him.

danuary 11, 2015

Lesson Title: Jesus Praysfor the Disciples
Lesson Seripture: John 17:1-26

Print: John 17:6-21

Devotional Songs: #345[; #5498 and #243])
Key “Yerse: "8 wou, Father, are in - me and |
am in you, may they ako be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent
me” (John 17:21).

The lessen helps to understand that upon ac
cepting Christas the Savion, one enters into a
war between good and evil too. &= farewamed
by Jesus, believers should expect hatred and
persecution from the world because they be-
lang to Him,

To keep one's Chistian faith and to stay faith
ful inspite of adversities, Christians should re
member thal Jesus did not leave the defense
less. They have the Hoby Spirt, an indeaelling
Counselar, whe came to dwell within them.

Jdesus taught to expect comfort that derves
from unity with ‘the Trinity and to see prayer
and sanctification that comes from the Word as
critizal parts of Chrstian unity, Additionally,
successful Christian Inving requires total sul
miss ion to God's will.

dnuary 18, 2015

Le=ssan Title: Jesus Intercedes far Us
Lesson Scripture; Hebrews 14510

Frint Same

Tentative Devotional Songs: #221[; #387 [],
and #243 []

Hey Verse: "We de not-have a high priest wha
5 unahble to sympathize with our wea nesses,
but we have one who in every respect has
been tested as. we are, yet without
zin" (Hebraws 4:15%.

The book of Hebrews presents Jesus a8 maore
than a prophet ar teacher. Hs deity, a the Son
of God, 5 the perspective fram which Jesus &
presented. He has finshed His eathly ministry
catisfactarily and reclaimed Hi position to
rightfully =it at-the right. hand of Zead. As the
ultimate sacrificial lamb, Jesus redeemed man-
kind fram eternal damnation by way of Hs lived
human experiences, by blood shed during Hi
crucifizion, and by His resurrection,

We have the knowledge that even more loving
asurances gome fram His having loved hw
markind enough to sacrifice His life on a cross
and die ke a common ariminal. Jesus, the
High Priest continuous b intercedes on  behalf
of believers from His seat at the right hand af
God.

JBnuary 25, 2015

Lessan Title: We Pray for One Another
Lesson Scriptare: James 5

Frint James 5:13-18

Tentative Devotional Songs: #8525 []; 207, and
#2243 ]

Hey “erses, “"Therefore confess your sirs to
one another, and pray for one another, so that
vou may be healed. The prayer of the righteous
5 powerful and effective” (James 5167,

& vimabmaten! v e 13
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Church School Lesson

[LRETIL AR T ] |

The lesson ted offered prayer as a hasic ele
ment to Christian living, Both indwidual and
group prayers were considered important by
James, who & the authaor of the book and be
lieved to hawve heen Jesus' brother, Special
attention and instructions were given by Him
with regard ta both individual and group pray-
er. James' discussion of praver echoes Jesus'
teaching about prayer.

Toshow the varying applicability of prayer and
the need to keep praying, James wrote about
peoplein common human conditions e sick-
ness, afflicion, and merry times. According to
Jdames, Prayer 5 the pefect cure for these
EXPENBNCES,

Chureh School is held each Sunday at 345
am, All &e welcometo dtend!

St. John Welcomes
Members

St. John welcomes the following persons wha
joined the fist guarter of this conference year,

Gemani-Abrams
Samuel Breswster
Shameeka Brewder
Samuel Brewster, Jr,
Stephen Brewster
Rev, Horace Fitchard, Jr.
Lovei Grayson
Matalie Kelly
Jameika Little
Patricia Little

Banmy Ricks

Fellicia Turney
Kimberly Weathers
Prizcilla Whitlock

Welcomel

Church School Book Club

December 2014 :
Discission Date: 3 December 2014
o 0D0A M, — 1130 AR

The First Phone Cal fom Hsavm .Anl'::h'ei
Nigek Albom | 2074

January 2015
Dkegussion Date; 17 January 2015
1008 800, =130 AN,

The Perfect Mariage, Kimbrela Laveson Faby,
213

Dense and Derrek Shaw are the perfect Amaer-
ican couple. Happily marmied for fifteen YEES
they have & wonderful daughter, Madkerzie,
successful careers, and a beautiful hame in a
posh Chicago suburh. They are aftractive, re-
spected . . . and hiding a shocking-secret: a
dangerous addicton to diugs-:

It started innocently enough, Denke oceasion
dlly tsed prescription didgs 0 halp her deal
with the long hours and dtman:hng, nature of
her job. Demek, also under pressure atwork,
began using cocaine “:[lll'gr with same of his
colleagues.

They can gut whenever they want to, At [=ast,
thats what Denge would ke o believe . .

Pz her job becomes mare 5tr255ful. Denise
‘@R na lenger get thraugh the day without:a fic
Rerrek realzes his harmless habit has become

-anything but, and desperately wants to get

elean. However, hs attempts are derailed

4 when there s a sudden family tragedy, Onee

zoul mates, now this husband and wife are
quickly losing the immerse leve, which had
been the cornerstone of their marriage. With
her parents spiraling out of contral, Mackenzie
makes an unexpected move to taie matters
into her awn hands. = her sacrifice too late- or
i there still hope™ |s there & final chance to
save the Shaw family™

—Amamn
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.= | Si. John AME Church
US| 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax Eermit R 20

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com
Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong
[E3:E | The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
M‘% Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor
4 The Reverend Oliver &len, Jr,, Presiding E lder
The Reverend Dodor Patrick Claybaorn, Pastor

important Dates to Remember

Decambear 24, 2014 Christmas Eve Candielight Servce, 6500 pm.
December 25, 2014 Christmas Blessings

December 31, 2014 Watch Might Service, 10:00 p.m.

Thatif you confess with your mowth, “lesus iz Lo ¥ and believe in your heart
that God raized him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 70:9

INDNJG




