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Pastor's Message

Building Dreams in 2015

Mehemiah <G

Az we begin a new year, itis ime for many of us to build our dreams. If you have worked faith-
fulky on the dreams of others - #you have given your Iife and wok to God - i you are opento
the will, woard, and move of God in your life, it & time for youte bringyeur dream into reality,

What s adream™ In Penelope A, Lewk' The Secret World of Sleep: The Buprising Sclence of
the Mind gt Rest, she states, "Almost by definition, a dream is something you are aware of at
zame level. t may be fragmentary, deconnected, and illogical, but if you aren't aware af it dur
ing sleep then t &'t a dream.” She conoludes by nofing that "there's no universally accepted
definition of dieaming. One fairly safe catch-all & 'all perceptions, thoughts, 'or-emotions . experi
enced during slesp.™

Pagisr Fainok [ Tlegbom, Pa O

What & the purpese of a dieam™ Lesnk points to several notions but places most of her em-
phasi here: "It B clear that dreams not only replay memary fragments but ako create brand-
new, highly creative midures sfmemories and knewledge. This process has led to the creation
of ‘marny works of literature, art; and science...”’ She completes this thought in this manner:
“Alhoughwe don't quite understand how dreams achieve this type of innovative recombination
of rmaterial, tseems clear that the sleeping brain & somehow freed of corstraints and can thus
create whole sequences of free associations. This & not only useful for creativity, it s ako

thought to facilitate insight and problem soking™*

With Lewis' physiological description of a dream, let- us describe a dream from a spiritual per-
spective. Adream B God's communication to us. It is that thing that will notlet us go, that &
abuways with us and is always nudaing us. The dream will not give us rest until we heed'it. The
digam will not let us =ettle until we focus on it As long as we ignore the dream, the drieam will
mak e s uncomfortabile, We are anare of the dream!

In dreams, the constaints are remowved, We are free to fully hear God and fully free to receive
from God, This is the place where the fullest pars of us are explored ane brought forth. The
dream i that place where our destiny & defined and our |fe's work s highlighted.

2015 is the year of dream building! Unfortunately, many have done litle work toward their

dreams and have become discouraged, Do not let your dreams go, sit, or diel See Langston
Hughes' poem "Breams.”

& il e i 2

‘Lawis, Penelope A, (2013:08-27). The Secret World of Sleep; The' Suprsing Science of the
Mind 2 Rest(MacZel) (p.81). 5t Mardin's Press. Kindle Edition.

“Ibid., p.BZ,

Ibid., p.o@

“Ihid.
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Hold Gstlo deams

Forif dream s die

Life iz a broken-winged bind
That camod fly.

Hold Bstto deam s

For when dreams o

Life iz g barren fald

Frozen with snow.

Whata sharme itwould befar us © have broken wings in 2015, How frustrating it would be if ow
production in 2015 & similar to an empty, frozen field. Dreams tell us what we are made to do,
Motdoingthose things & akin to eliminating the core of who we are.

| realize that we often succumb tao the fear of failure! et the bible & clear: dreams can be built if
we put aurminds ta it Mehemiah and the Israelites . got the wall builtto half is height because the
people had a MIND te watk! This & the year where wie mustset our intentions. Let is set ou
minds to work: Let us put our aim on God's word for our lives and do that WORK! [fwe keep our
mind anthe task and let our acions fallaw, aur dreams will be built

Some af us are afraid begause the dream & tos big! If it is small, then it & not a dream. If you
can do it onyour own, it is nota dream, We will need Sodforthe dream. We will have ta rely on
God's wisdam andstrength. Therefore, build your dream — even ifit & big.

In building dreams, there are eertain steps we must follow.

Be cogrizant of opoosiion. When we dare to build our dreams opposing spirls will arse! Sare
hallat and Tokiah came against Nehemiah, N ow, there s nething wrengwith being challenged ar
critiqued constructively, Howewver, this kind of opposition s out to destroy! Be careful. They are
all talk until the dream begins to form. When the gaps in the wall started zlosing, Sanballat and
Tohiah starting plotting, A5 we build owr dreams this year and the gaps inouw lives begin o close,
our oppostionwill re e up. Theywillsee the holes in our lives getling plugged up, When they do,
they will stan pleting. While they plot; we may experience fatigue and chaos. The Israelites got
weary and found much rubbiEh around the wall {to the paoint where itstopped their woik), When
this happens, we must move to the next step,

Repogiion owselves. Nehemiah realighed the men with their families, told them to keep their
weapons at hand, encouraged therm not to fear, commanded them ta remember God, and man-
dated that they be readyto fight: They repositioned their relatiorsHips, their posture, their eme
tions, their faith, and their fight. This & going to be a year of repositioning for many of us. We will
hawve to severe some relatiorship and establish new ones. They will be our family in this season.
We will have to rearrange ewur pasture. We will have te keep sur hands on aur spirtual weapons
af prayer, fasting, worship, hikle study, praise, serice, forgiveness and love, We must reposition
aur emeotions and cast out fear. We do that by repositioning our faith. Eemember who Gad 5!
God & great and avwesome! K God befor us, whe can be against usT Therefore, we can reposi
tion our fight. Knowing that God & on ourside readies us to fight with confidence, With thatrepo
sitioned expe ctation, we can follow the laststep.

Retim to wall, Nehemiah went back-te the wall to build because the enemies’ plot was uncow-
ered. We can confinue o build aur dreams this vear becaus e God will take anay the element of
surprise, We canreturn to the wall with maturity and new knowledge. Though some of us did not
build {or fully buildy our dreams last year, we can return to the drearm with what we learned along
the way. Some of us learned that we — lke Nehemiah and the Israelites: — have to keep aur
veeapons closeto our building wtersils. We must beready to fight and to build & 3 moament's no

it e ke U
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St. John's Christmas Program
The Story of Love

By Tawanda Butrd

On December 14, 2014, &t the 200 AM howr, St John observed s Christmas Program titled
"The Story of Love" coordinated by Sister Mary Rarkin and Sister Sherrll Humphrey, Daniel
Haygood opened up the program with a heartfelt welcome and inspirational prayer as he remind
gd the congregation of the abundant love God has for His children.

The "Story of Love” was attributed to John 3:18: "For God so loved the world that he gave his
anly begotten San that whosoever believes in him will not perish but hawe everlasting life.”

Siter Sherill Humphrey provided an opening message telling an irs piring story regarding &
young boy named Danlelwho belonged to an arphanage and did not have a much & his fellow
school mates, However, one of the gifls that he possessed was more precious.than gold, and a
gift greater than frankincense, His gift was Joy 1o the Waorld and a brand nes famity tree. Het
ins pir ational story made all realze that God loves us no matter the situation and despite our im-
perfections, He continues o |ove us without a palse,

The children of 3. John graciously marched down the aisle as the congregation sang, “Angels
We Hawe Heard On High" They presented "A Christmas Alphabet Poem” as each child came
forth in order from A - Z to recite their speech and bible vemse. It was amazing to see futare
leaders of tomarrow peformsuch asplendid pragram and they brought the congregation to their
feet.

The St John Wership Ensemble harmoniously performed "The Love Medley' as they rendered
songs of God's Love, while members of the dange team performed. The songs performed were
definitely soul stirring as they prased God for His everlasting love. A5 the program continued,
SEter Sharen Hicks eloquenty sang an anecinted operatic version of "0 Holy Might!" Lasthy, the
Children and Gespel Choirs joined togetherin singing "Ml Give Him My Heart” led my Lttle Miss
Jdasmyne Rochelle,

The program ended with Sister Sherrill Humphrey providing her closing inspiration which was a
continuance of herstory, " The Story of Love” Accolades were extended tothe musicians, soloist,
coardinators, vouth, parents, and lowing helping hands {(those who provided assistance) for mak-
ing the program a hugesuccess.




st. John A M.E N January 2015 Fage 4

St. John's Christmas Program
The Story of Love

By Tawanda Butrd
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2014 Advent Service
Be Still and Know that | am God,

By Barbara Johnson

There were many disttactions during the manth of December, protests in Ferguson, grand jury
hearings in Mew Yok, heightened terrorists’ threats, falling gas prices and the constant adver
tsements calling shoppers to "shop until they driopped” from the wee hours of the marning until
very late at night. How could you, how would you turn it aff? During the fAdvent season we wers
challenged o open ourselres to God's laving Spirit: Wewere challenged to be still and welcame
thetrue meaning of Christmas. While our world maintained a hectic pace at Christmas time, we
had an opportunity to quiet our bodies, minds, and spirits, helping us to prepare for Jesus’ hirth,

Itwas a challenge to be still. We had many demands on our time. This was particularly true dur
ing Advent. We may have felt distacted, depleted, and even diEconnected from God, Yet, &id-
ventwas the perfect opportunity to be still and listen for God's still, small voice calling us 6 pre
pare for the coming of our Savior's glorious gift of love on Christmas day. One reasonwe found
it difficult to be still was that we feared the silence. In the guistwe heard our pain and sin, and
that of the warld. [twas important to taoe time in Advent to recognize this pain. We came to un-
derstand how =in had devastated our world and hesw much we needed asavior, As we sat in stilk
ness with eur sin and suffering, s ermething marvelous happened: we began to recognize that we
weere not alone, We heard God's words of love and assurance and realzed God had been pre-
sent with us all along, even in the dakness. Dur hope was renewed. The more ime we spent
being still the more we experienced God's deep love for us. Where previowsly we weretoo busy
to notice, now we sawsigns of God's presence everywhere, We undestood that God was pre
paring us to receive the most profound expression of love — in Jesus Chirist, Hallelujah! Jesus is
born! We recognized him as God's pedect expression of love for us. He 8 Emmanuel — God
with us. We CAN he still and know that He is Gad.

T b O
LAl

b ers hiariah Eu 2 Jem The Bradhid Ind..'ﬁ'l.!‘g!ﬂingt.:-n el i AL
icjpate in candle fight 1 cereony. 'u'erlt"-i,ljl_#f-jfilﬁﬁﬂﬂ dunng Black Lhes

Preparationfor Christs coming was enriched by the symbelsm of the Advent Wreath, The cireu-
larwreath of green symbolzed the everlasting life found in Christ; The wreath reminded us of the
eternal, unchanging love of God, made evidert o us through He Son. The candles on the
wreath signified God's Son as the light of the warld. The three purple candles represented hope,
lowe and peace. The pirk eandle represented joy; the joy we all should have felt knowing thal
the savior had come in the form of a baby to save the world, The white candle was the Ghiist
Candle andwas It on Christmas Bve.

Summary of the 2014 Adwvent readings by Kristen E. Winceant,
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“Jesus the Light of the Pastor's Message

World"
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

By Paula Bliard

St John ARME family and friends con-
gregated at 8 pm on C hristmas BEve fal
the Annual Candlelight Christmas  Eve
Sarvice,

The worship leader was the Rewerend
Sheri Smith Clayborn. Music was led
by the Praise Team and members of
the Maomi Council paricipated in the
arder  of worship. Sister  Charkie
Brogks and Sister Eva Smith prezented
the Adventreading, prayer and lighting
of the Chrst Candle. Sister Sharon
Hicks delvered astunning pedormance
of "0 Holy Night."

Pastor Claybern delivered the message: ent-
tled “"Promizes” The text was fram Luke
Ghapter 2, in its entirety. Hespdi e an the kirth
of Jesus and the fuffiiment of the Divine Prom-
Ee. He ako expressed how believers are in-
eluded inthat promise.

Communien was served and the service can-
cluded with everyone lighting their candles
and the singing of G hristmas caiok.

PLAE TR SRR T |

tice. Some of u& learned that we havetolk eep a
differentschedule. We cannot become predicts
ble because that keeps the oppostion off bak
ance in trying te forecast our direction. Finally,
wie can ga back to building our dream in the
midst of opposition with the promiee: God will
fight far us (Nehemiah ;203

Let = build our dreams in 2015, In 5o doing,
wie willsetaside time for prayer and fasting this
maonth. Each Wednesday (January 14, 21, 28 at
noon and GPM) we will have prayer meeting.
Wewil ako be fasting these days. We are fast
ing from the thing, persan, or habit that keeps
us fram heing cleseto Gad. Far church leaders
and for those who wart more, we will have two
additional fast days (January 28, 30%, We are
setting the tone far this yvear. We are putting owr
hands on our weapons — prayer and fasting.
We are seeking to get cles erto God so that our
dreams can be clarified and that our hears may
be purified. We are using the time in this first
menth to ready oumselves to build our dreams.
Please join u&. Set your intention on God's will
for wour Iife and join us in building your dreams.,

As we build aur dieams, we are required to re
member the dreams of our ancestors. This
month we celebrate the 28" bithday of -the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Let us re
member his dieam of freedem and justice for all
persons, Remember his dream of teating down
barriers to genuine love and respect between
people, Bemember hie dream of economic eme
panerment for African Americars. Remember
hie dream of peace iretead of violence. Re
member ke dream of ending racial dsciiminag
tion. As we build our dreams, let us never forget
Dr. King's dream of hope and healing for this
waortld. Te keep that dream in our minds; some
af our ehurch members went to see the movie
Sedma. We had a wonderful time. Before this
manth ends, the wyouth wil be going a well
Special tharks to Q. Darrell Ezell who pre
pesed this puting and donated a host of fick ets.
‘We akothank Brother Sam Walon for denafing
several tidkets far our vouth to attend.

By revisiting D1 Kings dream, | pray that our
drieams will be reimvigorated, | pray that our
strength will be heightened. | pray that our ex-
pectations will be lited. | pray that our spirits
wiill ke firm. | pray thatour minds will be focused
on building the dream God gives us, Let this be
auryear to build dreams!
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Eighteenth Annual Taste Tea

Emphasizes "Christmas Joy”
By Bridget Flowyd

A ME Newsletter
sporsored  the
=g hite enth Annual

ghip  Hall after the 10
fm, worship service,
This year featured a
heme, "Christmas Joy"
and  the  decoration

Sminter wanderland"
" — . with snowflakes, blue

A ,SnowWmen, and accent dand g ' . Mary Rarkin decorated a
hulletln hnir:l thi’t fEah.lrEd thE taste tea and thEFnE' Wi, Bill Willlams, vice chair of the Trustee
Board, woked with Mr. Danain Washington and ether staff members o set up. the F ellawship Hall
to have fabric, snowflakes, and ether effects, hang fram the ceiling.

The St John Family again pardicipated fully by bringing a wide range of delicious food and 5 am-
pling that which was provided. The Yeung People's Department (YPR) members did an out
standing job of serving so graciously, Beautiful Chrstmas music enhanced the ambiance of the
transformed Fellowship Hall.

There were loks of dessers, as well as appetzers, salads, side dehes and vegetables, and nuw
memus entrées and casseroles. There wiere two choices of punch. There was posiive feedback
about the tasty foed and the decorations.

There were new AWMEMN Staff members who stepped right in a if they had been doing this for
vears. There alko were new St John members who brought dishes and embraced the taste tea
fulky. “Woung Master Patrick Claybem |l repeated his assietance in drasing for prizes for those
who brought dishes, An"alumnus” afthe Taste Tea, Kyle Speight, assisted in many areas as he
was hame from college and interestingly began helping with the Taste Teawhen he was the age

ofyoung P atrick.

Therewere several people who volunteered to help who were not affiliate d weth the staff and they

are greatly appreciated. Whether it was helping with decorating, bringing serving dishes and

decorations, or volunteering for the "clean- up crew”, the asitance & appreciated more than

might be realzed: A special note of appreciation & extended to the youth member of the AMEN

Staff, Ms. Mariah Gullatte, who suggested having a theme; and to Editar, Ms. Nedra MeDanizl,

whoselected the inspiration scene of "Christmas Joy", and brought it to life in the Fellowship Hall,

{ Many may have viewed the display of the inspiration scene inthe Fellowship Hall (courtesy of Mr,
Washington) and the bulletin board reflected that winter wonderland as well,

Tazte Tea coordinaters, Ms. Claire Philadelphia and this writer wish to express deep appreciation
for the efforts of the AMEN evesletter Staff, the YPD, and everyone wha played a role in making
the Taste Tea a success:. Thank youto Pastar Glayborn and Executive Minkter Smith Clayhorn
for theirsupport a well.

Recipes that were not submitted at the Taszte Tea may be e-mailed to floyds 28 aplcom or
nedramedanizli@gmail.ecom. Recipes will be published in the 2015 ediian of the news letter .

Cockbooks. are availabile for $10 each. They make a great gitt for any sceasion! Contact any
staff memberto make a purchase,
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Taste Tea
By Bridget Floyd
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The Promise Land Necessitates Sacrifice
By Chauncey Spears

As we think and reflect onthe days |eading up to Lent next month, | am reminded of the concept
of sacrifice. Dr. Marin Luther King, Jr. in his famous “"Mountaintop” Speech, his very last public
addres s, expressed asentiment characterized by a deep understanding of Sacrifice:

"Lke arybody, | would like to live - a long |ife; longevity has s place. But I'm not concerned
about that now. | fust nant to do God s wil "

| eften wonder what did he understand aboutthe will of God and the need o be willing to give
vour all, even unto death, to ve and do God's will? Does God's will require our all’? Consider Je-
Sus words:

“Anyonewho loves theirlife will lase it, while anyene who hates their [ife in this world will lkeep i
for eternal life. Whoever senves me must follew me; and where | am, my servant also will be. My
Father will honor the one whoserves me." (John 12:25-28 MW

Az a hiehand and a father, | mareel at my family, my beautdul wife, and two adorable and re
makable children. To me, they are life, they represent what | live for, Vet as a believer, | am
humbled by the reality thal, as much as | love them, | will nat be in God's will if | am not willing 1o
sacrifice even knowing, loving, and beingwith them for the will of God. Corsider Jesus' words
"Anyone who loves their father er mother more than me s notworthy of me; amone who loves
theirsan ar daughter mare than me is netwarthy of me" (Jehn 10:37 NI

How do we live out being godly intheserse of the gospel call for discipleship and mission, while
ako being called to love one another? Obviously our devation to the call ofthe faith entaik being
husbands, wives, sons, daughters, brothers, sisters. It ake calls for us to put others before our
sehes, antd relate tothe humaniy; the God breathed purpose, in everyone. To be all that God
has called us to be, wwe must truly lose ourseles, trusting that a radical love; a love that seeks the
good and fight-for it, will be meast fulfilling, and will align us in God's will. King often recognized
that the s afety of his children and sanctity of his heme would be violated because of the cause of
justice, peace, and love,

Yet, consider King's asserfion inthat Mountaintop Speech:

"And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And Mve leoked over, And I'veseen the Promised
Land. | m ay not get thare with youw. But | want you to know tonight, that we, as a peopie, will get
to the Promised Land.”

Thi statement showed where King's devotion was. N ot that he was not a deveoted husband and
father, but that God s willfor his life, for vouw life, my Iife, & inexplicably bound Uup inwhere we are
heading, together, "The Premised Land”. What is this "Promis ed land™? The Plomsed Land & a
running destination for.generations in the Jewish Scriptures and s appropriated as the Kingdom
of Heawven Inthe Christian Scriptures. In King's instance, it is a land of Justice and relieffrom Jim
Crew Segregation. In every instance, the destination & arrived at'as a collective, peaple loving
each other and God's will erough te give of themselves to "arrive there” together, Sa, in a sense,
God's will 5 & Promsed Land of unity, peace and love achieved as people are wiling to lose
themselves; their lives, to see God's will for and in each ‘other. The destination may not be as
much physical asitiE aspiritual connection betweenthermseles and God's will,

Az King summed up his address, he establshed that |, even & he acknowledged getting to the
"promised land’ as a people maybe without him physically, they canrest assured that:he &8 Hao-
oyin God's will:

"So I'm happy, tenight. I'm not warried about amything: 'mnot fearing any man. Mine 8pes have
seen the giovy of the coming of the Loed

Are we willing to give ourselves fo see God's Promieed Land, where Gods will reigrs™
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Sons of Allen Participate
in CASA Ramp Blitz

By Justin York

On Saturday, December 20,
2014, the Sore of Allen assisted
in building a ramp with Care As-
- J=urance Systemn for the Aging

Jand Homebound (CASA) of
Madison County, GASA of Madi-
son County's mission i to pro-
vide needed serfices to aging
homebound individuals that al-
flew them te rtemain in their
homes and age In place. These
senvices include home modifica-
tiore ([ke building wheelchair
ramps, instaling pgrab bars,
using bathroom safety equip-
ment] and services (fall preven-
tion education, trarsportation to
dactar's appointments) that al
leww seniors to stay in their own
homes instead of moving to an asisted living
facility or @ nursing home, BEvery year, CASS
coordinates the Ramp Bl to build twenty
(200 ramps: throughout the month of Decem-
ber. This year, tuenty-one (21} ramps iwere
huilt, The clients of CASA are always so ap
preciative of the work that the volunteers per-
form. The weekend the Sons of Allen helped
was no different

This was the first Farmp

building project for a few
of the brothers. There are
several members of the
Sons ef Allen who have
been wolurteering fol
many years to help build
ramps throughout  Madk
N=con County. Relationships
were buittthat morning -as
well as the ramp as the
brothers felloweshipped
§ and woked together 1o

create better living condi
tigns for the Dupree fami
Iy, The Sons of Allen lock
fonward to assisting CASA
in the carstuction ef more
ramps inthe future,

Each of you showd wse whatever gt youw
ha ve received fo gerve others, as faithin! stew-
aros of God & grace in ids vanous form B

-1 Peler 430NV

Soup Kitchen Corner

A New Years Prayer for
those we sense-for noth-
ing is tos hard for God!

"O Sovereign Lord!  You
made the heavens and
earth by your strang hand
and powerful arm. Moth-
ing & too hard for you. You show unfailing
lowe to thousands, but you alko kring the can
sequences of one generation's sin upon the
next. You are a powerful Sod, the Lord of
Heawven's Armies. You have allwsdom and do
gieat and mighty miracles. You see the con-
duct of all people, and you give them what they
deserve. You performed miraculous signs and
wonders in the land of Egypt-things. still re-
mermbered to this day! And you have eortin-
ued to do miracles in krael and all around the
wiorld, . You have made your name famous to
this day."

~leremiah 32 17-20

The Soup Kitehen Ministy returns ta serve
those whio come on the third and fourth Tues-
days efeach month. Happy New “ear to all

Support Continues for
Daniel Payne Project

Thank you far suppaorting the "l Believe"” cam-
paign for the [Raniel Pawne Legacy ik
lage. Caommitments made in January of last
year allowed St John to contribute monthby to
this fund. In fact mare than $ 5,000 was sub-
mitted fram St John members in 2094,

Singe the | Believe" campaign began, the
Minth Episcopal District of the African Method
Bt Episcopal Church has purchased D aniel
Payne Middle School and that property s now
Daniel Payne Community Plaza. Te supper
the trarsition of this property fram a schoal ta
a plaza andto support the maintenance of the
plaza, members of the Ninth District are en
couraged to continue. their "l Beliewve" dona-
tions of 10 per month In 2015, This year 5t.
Jdohn members are o make checks payable to
St Jahn AME Church instead of the Danizl
FPayne College Legaey Yilage. From these
donations, a monthly depost will be made on
behal of the members of St John,

Flease continue to suppart this project with
your finances and prayers.
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Watch Night Service Ushers in the New Year

Chwer ane hundred worshippers gathered at 5t Jehn a 1600 p.m: on Becember 31 10 prace
God for 2014 and to praise Him, in advance, forthe blessings to eome in2015. The contem-
parary worship experience  included prase through song and dance, prayer, testimanies,
preaching and the burning of “wokes' that persons did notwant te carry into 20715,

d The 5t. John Praige Team minstered insong, under the direction of Brother B eginald Pearson,

and the Bance Minktry offered praige through litirgical movement, under the direction of Gr.
Jennifer Patterson. The dancers were accompanied by the Praise Team and musicians, Pray
er was offered by the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayhorn and soripture was read from Exodus
2:15-29 by the. Reverend Charles Glover. Testimonies were given by Sister Glenda Sconiers
and Sister Maeola Peoples on how the recently campleted Prayer Joumey impacted their lives.
Beth ladies spoke on how the lesson that required students to completethe sentence "l do not
pray when.,.” was aturning point during the prayer journey. Onetestimomy was that during the
journey, pravers were arswered for peace efmind and a new job. Ancther t=stimonywas that
"iszues” have not changed, but now they know they can be honestwith God,

Avwideo of the 2014 year In review was presented by Sister Janette Smith. High-
lights af events throughout the year were shown, a well a=, a video clip from Pas-
tor Claybhern's Annual O onference R eporl This presentation was a visual reminded

of the great things God did through the peeple of St John in 2014 and an inspira-
tion for what will be donein 2015,

The message for the evening was entitled "Deceiomns" and the scripture text was
from the passage read earlier by the Reverend. Glover, In the message, Pastor
Claybarn explained that there & no escape from making cheices, ether good, or
bad, and even no decmion & a decEion. The message to worshippers was o
chogse Got in 2015, |n the texd, Moses had & direct lipk to God and the sors of
Lewiwent to Moses when he made the call for those who were on the Lord's side,
s es warned them that standing for God would call fortough actions, even cutting
off brothers and neighbars. The choice to make in 215 & to choose Jesus, even

whentough actions are required, andthis means toserve, love, he at peace, have
Jove, dream again and léve again.

At midnight, worshippes in the sanctuary viewed the burning of the yokes via a live
video stream. Prayer was offered and the Benediction given. There was a special

anpinting onthe serice. Bven afterthe Benediction, some continued in prayer for
at least an additional heur.

Happy Mew Year! Chooseto be on God's side in 205!

2 -

- ey
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Understanding the Process for

Election of Lay Delegates to the General Conference
By Claudinette Fears—Purifoy

This & an exciting time far membes of the African Methodist Epssopal
Zhurch, St John will soon elect delegates to the Electoral College of
the Annual Conference, then these delegates will run and, fFsuccessful,
will represent the Ninth Episcopal District at the General Conference.
The General Conference & the supreme bady of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, It's composed of the Bishops, as ex-officio presk
dents, according to the rank ef election, and an equal number of mini-
terial and lay delegates, elected by each of the Annual Conferences and
the Lay Electoral Calleges of the Annual Conferances. Other ex- officio
members are: the General Officers, College Presidens, Deans!
President of Theological Seminaries; Chaplains in the Regular Arred
Forces of the L5 A The General Conference meets every four years.

The next General Conference will be held in the bithplace sf Afican
llethedism, Philadelphia, Pennsyleania, from Juby 5-13, 208 This will
be the S0th Session held since the AME Church was incorporated in
1815 and a celebration of 200 vears of African Methodism:

General Conference atendess will experience and gain an understanding of how the AME
Church works. They will see how bEhops and general officers are elected. They will hear abowut
all of the policy chanpges and programmatic Esues of the entire AME Church. They will ako sit
zide by side with members from all 20 Districts of the AME Church! That is all of the detricks in
the 38 countries of the AME denomination.

Every Lay member of the church has an extraordinary opportunity to be considered to paricip ate
inthis process by being elected a delegate. Every Lay member elected by an Electaral Callege
mist be 18 years of age and older, in goed standing, k now the Doctrine, be @ member of the
AME church 4 consecutive yvears preceding the General Conference (2012% and a member of
lozal church & months preceding the meeting of the Electoral College of the Annual Conference
{ Mar 20153,

So whatisthe process™ Pastar Clayb orn will notify the eangregation a minimum of 2 wesks prior
to elections for Lay delegates. Election must be held at least3 monthe prior to the meeting of the
Electoral Cellege of the Annual Carference. All Lay, 18 vears and alder, can vote and voting by
proxy B notallowed. St Johnwill elect ane adult and ane young person, betaeen the ages of 18
-3, and an aternate. The two elections are to be held simultanecusly and at different locations.

The persons who are elected from St John will "run" against other delegates from other {logal)
churches at the Annual Conference Lay Electoral College; so, expect stomp campaigning.

Al ballots gast during the Electaral College are delivered to Annual Conference for cedification.
Each Lay delegate and alternate wil be provided with & Cerificate of Election signed by the
Chairand Secretary ofthe Electoral College and a Cerdficate of Election fronrthe Arnual Confer-
ence signed by the Bshop and Secretary. These cerdificates will serve as the Lay delegate's
golden ticket at General Conference.

The planning stars and you are off fo the 2016 General Conferencel

Reference! The Doctine and Discipkne of the Afican Methodist Episcopal Chumh- 2092
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Announcements

ITHRIYE Mnistry Mest-ups

St John youth and young adults {ages 13-20)
are invited to attend manthly iTHRIVE MinkEtry
Flease sign up on the form oukide the main
affice if you plan to attend, For mere infor
mation, contact the Rewerend Sheri Srmith
Clayborn or Sister Janette Smith,

Blaczl History Marth Momernts

FPersons who are interested in working on the
2015 St. John AMEC Bladk History Month e
ment are asked to contact Dr. Menica Dk
lihurnt far details.

Exciting Enhancements Coming!

How worship B experienced at St John will be
elevated this wear through wideo sereers and
media additions, WYWE N EED YL

If vou are tech savvy or good with- computers
and desire to assist with simple but v ital tazks,
pleaze sign the "technology imterest sheet”
posted outside the main office.

Address and e-mail Updaes

Flease infarm the ehuweh office of amy ad
dress, telephane nurmber er e-mail changes.
This allows the church to have continuows
communication with you.

AMEN Available
in Electronic Form

Members may chooseto receive the St John
AMEMewsletter  electronically. When you
choose this option, vou will receive the news-
letter in PDF form wvia e-mail. This option will
reduce both paper and postage costs and you
will mnarmalty receive your newsletter a few
days before those whao receive the printed

cO .

To sign up, pleae send an e-mail to
stjohnamehi@aol.com.

£ I}-'

Technology Tip
By Ricarde Williams

Ema&il Spam

Spam has become-a huge Esue In the world of
the internet W can-exiEt inseveral different laga
timms bBut gantain the same message. Most af
these messages contain pffes from mortgage
refmancing to medical irsdrance. To prevent the
mas acelrrence of spam, et us take a4 leok at
some of the ways that it can be prevented

e af the best ways o preventspam i to pre

i tect emaill addiesses. Many of the =pam mail

lists are gieated rom -email addresses that per
sonE: may enter Into websites sugh as neéns-
grovps and bulletin boards: An sas yiway to give
an emall address away In newspgroups |5 by
pasing the emal address i dEcissions
Spmetimes emmail sddresses are entersd inta
cantests that contain prizes or shopping poalimtss
renards in which the emal address will be ex-
posedts spammels.

A seconed way of preventing:- spam & to oreate
an alias emall acsount: There B no limit-an the
number af emall accoums that you can have.
Uze the second emailto pardicipate in anline
nensgrodps, bulletin boards, ets, o prevent the
spam from eecurring In the primary emall ac
count. The will ass help to minimiz= the
amount of space that & wsed in the Inhox fo
the primary acoount,

A thirel wway to prevent spam 5 0 aredte rules
for jurk mail that =B regefved. This will require
manitaring the email account 1o track the send
e that are sending the spam, Onege the small
addresses-are ohtamed, create an aler to auts
matically’ delete’the message and not post to
the inbox. Thereare ako several types of third
pady sofhvare that can be used'te prevent-the
maEs amount ofspam.

Spam impact peaple on a daily baziE: Even f
the gontent s helpful i reqilres a lot of time to
constantly delete urvanted messages from the
inbees, Te prevent this impact, s bestto imple
ment'a solution to fiterthe massages or delste

| the message priartethemessage being pastsd

tatheinkex.
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De-mask Perfected Phoniness™ in 2015

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

Many people gothrough Ife masking whe they are, the current situation, and even how theyreak
Iy feel Why? The short arsweer would be fear, Fear & the root ef most hehaviars ar Leliefs that
are destructive, You fear that people will net accept vou, ar they will assess yvou to be afraud,
Tou fear that things from the past are too shameful for anyone to leam about and sl accept or
lowe you, of YOU do not forgive, accept ar love yourself -so you are sure no ane eke will either,
Ferthese reasons and more, we wear mahs. Some haye perfected the art of being phomy to the
extentthat they TOO believe the lies they live, We no longerwear masks, we ARE the mash,

"Perfected phoniness ™"manifests when we become adept at comstructing a fakbe sef—image to
miror the ideal "chureh” persona, "spouse’ pesona, "mother or fathe!” pesopa, or maybe the
perfect"son or daughter” persona, "employes or boss” persona —orwerse, it becomes aur 'base”
persona. When "perfected phoniness” contrek our "base” persona, we not enly pretend te be a
gertain way in frant of @ specific individual or group; we have now bought into that fake personality
and have accepted that persona as owur true selves. Being real and living authertically is the onby
oure. It allows us to be'truthful with curselves (and when appropriate — with others) about where
we really arein Iife, accepting the highs and lows — undestanding that we all make bad deckions
or go thiough fough times, and that not all challenges are anindigation of heing eurs ed, or that we
are bad peaple. When we acceptthat ruth, we can stop pretending with oursehes and others

A poem by Paul Laurence Dunbar eloquently shares ", our masks conceal bleeding hearts, tears
and sighs — but =till @ ery from tortured zouk arize” For this reason "perfected phoniness"
amangst those in faith- based communities 5 deadly. Pretending to have perfected lives causes
those around us to belisve something must be WRONG with them. "Why am | the only person
with marital proklems™, "I must not have astrong faith —becaiuse no ane else is dealing with the
darkness of depression.” Those misconceptions cause even more people to put on the mask of
'perdected phominess', so they can hide their spiritual cracks and pesonal flaws. Lke cancer,
"perfected phoniness” canspread. From my personal vigwpoint & a Christian, this & where many
churches FAIL {I'm referring to “the church” in any form, denemination, ors upporting any ethnic
group.) Churches should operate more ke hospitals, so that those who are spirtually ill — may
feelsafe to come in and be attended toin loving ways that promote healing. When we are critic al
and judgmental —we force people back behind their masks, God has NOT called us to be per
fect? The GOOD news (John 18:33) is that though we will have trouble. Jesus has overcome the
world. The WICTORY & not in pretending we dor't have esues and challenges, or that we are so
L BER saved we live in the clouds —the victory is that GOD LOWES us — and that through the
saving grace of Jesus Christ's sacrifice—we ean live F REE, even though we will NEVER he per
fect. So committo living without the masks in 2015

Mae yaur mantra; Authenticalke...ME! Untilnext ime —#BeEmpeowered

Footnotes and Scriphiral References
"Perected Phoniness ™ is @ term this writer first used while doing conferences and workshops for women's
groups as a speaker /ife coach in Mlanta, Geargia,

* Ivatthew 5:48 Be yetheretre perkct, even as your Father which is in heawen is perect. The Hebrew word
rend ered "blameless" (N or perfed” (KW in Genesis 17:1 means "entire, complete, LI, without blerm-
ish." The Greek word faund in Wathew 549 ranslated “perfedt” means “inished, complete, having reached
its end,” and irmplies being flly grown or mate. The definfion ofthe English word perket is "acking noth-
ing essential to the whole, without defedt, complete” Al three defintions contain the word “somplete

Church ofthe Great God, Commentaries: Forerunner Commentary,
fp Svwwibibletools pmdinde xofm e ackionBible showEYers [IIF232A38 Verse (023283

"When hiatthew 548 refersto " .. be & perict because God is perfed,"the verse is refering to being com-
lete and whole. We are to strive for completion. The Greektranslation far Telos isthe word we translate n
glish to- mean "perfect”, is more acourately translated to mean ‘endpoint’, (Strongs Concordance: HELPS
Word-studies, hitp Jhililehub comigreel 056 htm) Therefore, God has not called usto perfed. (inthe =nse
of missing or lacking nothing, completely free from fults or de Bots.) He has called us toreach an appoeintzd
end.” (Fev. Paimcl O, Dapbom, PH.D., personal comm wiication, Jrme, 23, 2074)
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2015

February lesson reviews were written by
Brother Kenneth Parham.

February 1, 2045

Lessan Title: Feasting and Fasting

Lesson Scrpture: Daniel 1:5, 8-17; Matthewy
81818, 8217

Frint Daniel 15; 8- 17; Matthew &:16- 12
Devetional Songs: #8530[, #272 [, and #2243 )
kBeay “erse: "When you fast put sil on your
head and wash your face, s othat your fasting
may beseen not by athers but by your Father
who & in secret and your Father who sees in
secret will remard you" (Matthew 16:17-18).

In‘this lesson, student are reminded of Dan-
iels |ife in @ strange land that was hestile to
God. Daniel was umwilling to compromie his
faith in God, regardless of the consequences,
Daniel was committed because he had a clear
purpese, Daniel (a captured Jew) stayed true
to his Jewih custormrs and resisted eating of
the king's meat and wine because Babylonk
ans worshipped 1dok and indulged in the
practice of eating unclean meats and drinks,
Itis noted that Daniel did not oufright refuse,
but used the tactic of negotiations in orderto
allow God to intervene. Daniel asked i he
and his friends could be permitted to eat a diet
of fruit, wegetables and weater for ten days.
After the ten days were up, they would be
compared to the Babylonians who ate of the
kings meat and drirk.

In life, everyone wil be required to underge
trials and tribulations. 1t is how they endure
that determines i they perceive themsebves
as wictor or wictim. The fist thing to note &
whether the world can seethe decomfort. As
Jesus pointed out, oneshould put on a cheer
ful dEposition sothat God is the onby one who
sees the sitation and will provide comfort

February 8, 2015

Lesson Title: Serving Meighbors, Servng
God

Lesson Seripture: Luk e 10:25-34

Print Luke 10:25-34

Bevational Sengs: #283[); #258[]; and #£243[]
Hey “erss: "“Which of these three, do you
think, was a neighbar te the rman who fell inte
the hands of robbes™ He said, "The onewha
showed him mergy.” Jesus said te him, "Go
and do likeaise." (Lulke 10:35-37)

Upon reflecting on this lesson, the reviewser
had the opportunity to eflect on a speech g

en by Dr, Martin Luther King, dr. The sermon
wias entitled, "On being a Good Neighbor”
Based on current Esues facing American hu
man rights issues of today (attack on the Vot
ing Rights Bill, recent stand vour ground ruk
ings, instances where excesspie force was
demaonstated by those entrusted to protect and
serve, instances of racial profiling, etc), this
parable, as are mamy other parables taught by
Jdesus, B wery pertinent and relevant in lives
today. This familiar parable was told by Jesus
af @ man heing rabbed on the road te Jerichs,
He indicated that both a priest and a Levite
passed by without rendering assistance. And it
was noted that # was a Samaritan who took
pity on the man and helped with his treatment
and care, Jesus ended the parable by asking,
“Which of these is the good neighbor™'

In his ‘speech, Dr. King sxpounded aon the
bacdkgrounds and reasons that the priest, Le
wite and the Samaritan would o would net be
ina position to render aid to the befallen man,
In the speech, Dr. King propesed a simple ex-
planation of the reason both the priest and Le
wite did not or could net stop to render assi-
tance, Dr King ako provided s profound ez
son that the Samaritan stopped. In summary,
Dr, King addressed the reasorns based on the
concept of altruism — regard for, and devation
to, the interest of othew. Dr. King's explana-
tion fallows: “... | imagine that the first question
which the priest and Levite shed was — I |
stop to help this man, what will happen o me?
But by the very nature of his concern, the good
Samaritan reversed the gquestion — if | do not
stop and help ths man, what will happen to
him?. Teday, people are in a position to arr
siwer Dr. King's guestiors and demonstrate
whether they are indeed good neighbars.

February 15, 2015

Le==aon Title: Servingthe Least

Lesson Seripture: Matthew 25:31-48

Frint Matthew 25:31-48

Tertative Devotional Songs: #97[; #251 [|; and
#2403 [

Key “Verse: "Truly, | tell you, just as you did it
to one of the |east of these who are members
of my family, you did tto me.” (Matthew 2540

The hible contairs countless examples where
Jesus tosk on the rale of servant to demon
strate how to serve the least among us.

This semnvice Jesus speaks of is about relation
Ve o g AR |
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Church School Lesson

[LRETIL AT T e

zhip mere than anyvthing elke; Jesus B saying
that a real relatiorship has evidence. Lowve
towvard others reflects love towards Him. The
service & not given o get inte heaven- it &
given ot of & love far Jesus. That love cont
pek pnetolove those whao are in need’have a
need. That love manifests inservice.

Jesus will examine e hears of each person.
Earthly aehisvements will nat count ne matter
hewi prestigious or noble. Howewver, Jesus will
examine the resuls 'of ongs relationship with
Him. A5 noted in the lesson, siy guestions iwvill
be asked to determine who will receive the full
blessings of God. The gquestiors are noted as!
i1 Did you feed these who were hungry? (2)
Rid you pravide drirk te the thirsty? (23 Bid
you provide glothing tothe naied? (<45 Did you
befiiend a stranger? (5) Did you vieit the sick?
(& Lasthy, did you wisit thosein prisan? The
guestiorns asked are simply about ack that are
freely gven and freely received.

The reviewer ponders the ether side of this
ceenario as well A= humanity has ewvalved
from a communal society to an Bolated hu
manity (Me-Em), it seems that they have ne
glected their fellow brothers and sisters even
more. W'ith the increase in numbers noted in
social Esues (increase in homelessness, lack
of educaton, ladk ef adequate medical ser-
vices, increased incarceration of minarities,
increase: of drug abuse, etc), people must
remember there will be an examination based
an how they live out their relations hip with Je
s, Itis upto each of person to recommit to
a relationship with Jesus in such a way that
serving the least becomes a part of who they
aIe.

February 22, 2015

Lesson Title: &lways Be Prepared

Lesson Scripture; Ephesians 6:10-20

Print: Ephesiars 8:10-20

Tentative Devolional Songs: #8412 []; 25 [J; and
#2431

Key Yerses: "Put on the whole armor of Gad,
=0 that you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil.” (Ephesians §:11),

In this lesson, Paul reminded readers that as
Christians, they are under canstant attack from
principalities  of the world.  The principalities
are described as being autharties, cosmic
powers of darkness, and spiritual for ces of evil
that reside in he avenly places. Paul reminded

Church School Book Club

January 2095
DiEcussion Date: 17 January 2015
1000 & 0, —1%30 AWM,

The Perfect Mamiage, Kimbrela Lawson Roby,
2043

Febiruary 2015
Discussion Date: 21 February 2015
1000 &0 —11:30 AN

e Oher Side of Goodness, Vanessa Davis-

Grggs, 2012

How far Wil faith and fove go. when an am bi-
tiourz man finds himsell in .i'ﬁ'e Fght of His life—
with @ woman who kmows hhe other-side of

goodness alitoo wel.

Fifty-year-old Alabama congressman Lawrence

Rudolph Simmons will 'do whateser i takes to
get 1e-elected -even switch parties from Pemo-
eratto ‘Republican. With the politizal tide turn-
ing, Lawrence feek #  his best shot-along
with his charsma, salid twenbye-nine yeal mar

tiage, and three great Kids. But & huried secret

from his past 5 about to be resunected. . .

Hs heen sight years since Gabrislle Mercedes
gave up her baby for adoption. But when she
learns the child desperately needs & bone mar-
raw trarsplant; she doesn't hesitate to contact
the congressman. Lke Lawrence; Sakirieles will
fight far hlh:lt she wank, even if i means the
truth eould ruin semeone eke's fife and GETETT

- Amazen

Church School Lesson

them that they are in 3 spirtual war and that
they should prepare for war by darning the ar-
mor (symbalicd of what a warrior in his time
wiould weear in order to sustain the fiercest as-
sautts during battle. Paul indicated that the
helmet should be that ef =alvation, the breast
plate should be that of rightecusness, a belt of
truth should be warn around the waist and, the
shield of faith should be used to withstand the
spirftual arrows of the evil ane:

Lastly, Paul reminded readers that they must
iz the word of God and be constantly prayer-
ful in fighting the s pirtual enemy,
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mrsa | St John AME Church S
% | 229 Church Street LS. Hixtags
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
Fermit Mo, 240

{256) 534-6B28 Fax

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Jdanwary 29, 2075 Duarfedy Conference, B:00 p.m.
February 8, 2015 Founder's Day, 10:00. 2m,

Februarg 18, 2015 Ash Wednesday Service, 500 p.m.
March 22, 2075 130th Church Anniversary, 10:00 a.m.

Bishop James L. Dawis, Guest Preacher

That if you confess with your m owth, “Yesusiz Lo and believe i your Reard:
hat God raised hisn fom the dead | you will be saved. Romars 102

INDNJG
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Ashes to Ashes: Even Ashes Natter

i e sweat ofiy face shait thow eat bread i trow redum wunio e ground, & owt o wast thow fak-
en, fordust thow art, and Urlo diest shalt thow redvn, — Genesis 3118

And Abrakam answered and said, Bahold now, Lhave talen wponm e ro speakunio ¥ Loso, which
am but dust and ashes....— Genesis 18:27

Az we enter the season of Lent, many ofus on Ash Wedne sday will hear these familiar words as
ashes are imposed on our Breheads: "Remember that you are dust, and ta dust you shall re-
turn.” The phrase reminds us of the fagility and the temporary nature of our lives on eaith. This
iz why many churches added a phrase tothe Ssh Wednesday rite of imposition : "Fe pent, and
beliewe inthe Gospel.” Since our livesare fail and Inte (2, from ashes and dust back to ashes
and dusth, we must tum away from anyhing and anyone that obstnuds our walk with God (.=,
repent), Then we must fum our whole selves toward the will of Ged &7 our lives (2. believein
the Gospel),

Pagisr Fainos O Tlygbom, Pa O

For many mature Christans this is not a new concept. Howewer, 11 i up here because fartoo
often many beliswrs {gven the mature ones)tend to think that because our lives are hillizally
typifed by ashes and dust that our lives are ultimately meaningless, Here are just some afthe
phrasesthat gettossed around: [amjugt ashes so |do not deserve happiness; |am just dustss
| should not expect God to blessme; | am only ash so | do not have the power to change my lot
inlig; lam only dust za | will hawve to settle forthis liriting relatonship or this confining cireum-
stance. Perhaps, we do net-use the terms ashes or dust in refeming to auselves bt just fill in
the blanks! | am: so that | do not deserve love, | haw in my past-so | do not
gualifyto be blessed ; | haw in revy famnily so | cannot mowe ahead. However, this could
not he further from the truth!

Our lives being symbaolized by ashes and dust in the bible is not focused on our lack of worthi-
ness ar any inabiltywe maypossess, Our lives being syrmbolized byashes and dust s2rves az
a remninder that our lives are fragile, t=rmporary, and CREATED by the hand of God (Gen, 321683
When Abmham calls hirmssfashes and dust as he preparesto @lkto God, he does sa to remind
himzelf of his position in the conwersaton — creation talking to Creator (Gen, 18:27),

Sinee our lives matter, we have to be good stewards ower our lives. When ashe s are imposed on
our fereheads, we are not just being remind ed that we are God's creation ; but, we are also heing
invited to reflect:on how we hawve lived our ives. Hawe we given our lives 1o Ged fully? Hawve we
built ar begun building the dreams God has given us? &e we loung our neighbors as we
should? Inewitably, we have disregarded some area of our livwe sthat needs attention, nuture | or
growth, That lack should cause us some lewe| of gnetf Sshes are also a symbol of giesing.
When we see that we haw not done aur very best for God and our desire isto please God, sur
hearts will griewe

Yet,the gnefis mot meantto be et2mal - anly temporary, When the ashe s remind us that we are
God's creation and that we hawe o be good caretakers ower whiat God created |n s, the ashes
are also motivating uste improwe any area of our lives that falls owside of God's will, Yes, we
may greve our rmistakes, but we are only o do that for a moment. The ashes were primarily
meant to serwe as motivation because theyremind us of how fleeting lifeis. . We may not hawe
as muehtime as we wantto do allthat God =quire s,
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Pastor's Message

Thus, mith the time we hawve, we must make the most of it] Let-the ashes mofivate ustotum away
from all that holds us bachk: negative thinking , destudive relationships. oppressive emplayment, un-
heatthy addictions, damaging lifstdes, living in fear, awlding issues, and ignerng eur caling and
God given gifts. Alow the ashesto propel us to go backto sehool, apply for the job, fill outthe mort-
gage application, start the business, write the book, record the song , travel the world, re pair the ela-
tonship, work on the marnage, improve our finances, care for cur whole zelves (phyzically, emotian-
ally, and spirtually), and increase our serdce to God and God's church . Theugh we may come
across challenges as we stiive Brward, et us be confident in the fd that our lives — aur ashes —
matter! | am suggesting that there is power in our dust; there is anointing in our ashes! This is why
the biklical writer proelairms that the power of life and death is within us (Prow. 1821}

Finally, we know that our ashes matter when we [ook at the source efour ashes. According to Gene-
zis, our dust was selectzd by God. What' makes us in our conception was chosen for us bythe wis-
dor and power of God. Our dust — our ashes —are divinely chosen and consequently divinely eim
powered, When we Blow God s will, that empowe mment dows through us. Hence, the writer of Deu-
Eronomy can exclaim that we are the head and not the tail, abowe and not beneath , blessed in the
city, and ble ssedin the field (Dewt: 28:3, 13

This empow e rment’ is symbolized in the nte of prepanng ashes. The ashes are made by buming the
palms from the previous Palm Sunday, Scholars have found that the earliest record of the ecclesial
instructions for this act date back to the 13" century, Some beliewe that it was a practice ofthe
church as eay as the 9" century.’ This connedts the season of Lent to the life of Jesus. The ashes
tand the 40 days of fasting) represent Hs suffering. The ashes - being made fom the palms that
celebrated His emtrance inte Jernisalem as a victorious king - now take on the expectation ef eventu-
al triumph. Far these ashes are made fom greatness !

Sure,the ashes will humble us when we thinlk of God's low Brus - for God so lowd the word that
God gave the enly begoten Son (John 33183, Of course  the ashe s will cause us to grieve when we
remember Chrst's sacrifice frus —that while we were yet sinpers, Christ died for us (Rom. 58
Yet,these same ashes will prompt Usto rejoice when we see their source —the celebration of Jesus'
triumphal entry —the freshadowing of His re sumection and installation as King of ings! YES! EVEN
ASHES MATTERIU

Cur lives matter becauss within them is the hape of Chast's tnumph over death and suffering. Our
lives matter because within them are the gits and graces that God has bestowed . Our lives matter
because within them is our power to cheose God ower all else! Let us allow surlies to matter this
Lenten saason. Let us live the ives God called us to live . Let us honor the sacrifees of Jesus by mak-
ing the sacrifices that will build eur God given dieams. Let us refed God's goodness toward us by
cultivating goodwill ameng our neighbors,

Our dust was chosen by God, Ourashes hawe access to the throne of God threugh prayer. Our ash-
es and dust held within them the lemels of Christ's victory. Therefore. ..

OUR LIVES MATTER!
BLACK LIVES MATTER!
GODsWORD MATTERS!
LOWE MATTERES!
SACRIFICE MATTERS
BUILOING OREAS MATTER!

EVEN &5 HES MATTER!

SyINa A Cwee 18y, An ECovem RistPe mpecive on Ash \\edestiay and Lent (New Yok: Peer Laig Pablkiing,
1, 96.
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Honoring Richard Allen
and Celebrating the Founding
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

By Bishap =, Gamett Henning

Lk e Mozes atthe Burning Bush ar kaiah inthe Temple, Richard &llen
had an authenticatng encounter with Jesus: We do not know the full
details of Allen's comversion experience as it relates 1o what he de-
soribkes as a "heavy burden.” What we do know s that he cried out to
Jesus and Jesus heard his ery and by Richard Allen's own testimomy he
tels us "All of 3 sudden ry dungeon shool, my chains flew off, and glo
ry to God, | cried, enough for me the Savior cried,”

What follewed was not a mere rehearsal of his conversion, but the be-
girining of Richard &llen' s passionate participation in the purchase of his
freedorm and that of his biological brothers and sisters. He was ako a
life-leng commitment te the continuing wak of human liberation. He not
onhy setfree his biological brothers and sisters, but he emancipated oth-
ers as well

Izaiah had a spirtual encounter, but his was in the temple, 1t was there
he cried eut, "Wee & me for | am undene (doomed), | am a person of
unclean lips and | dwell in the midst of 3 peaple of unclean lips." Itwas
akka the place where God abksolved hirm of his sins, saying, "Your sirs
are forgiven and ywou are no longer guiltty." After his pesonal deliver
ance he had a passionto be used by Godwhem he heard appealing for
his cormmimernt in the woards "Whom shall Fsend - . " He answered God,
"Here |l am, send me." God sent lsaiah to proclaim divine Judgment {|saiah 8:2),

Lz owith Moses and kaiah, where there was divine deliverance and divine directions there was
also divine destiny. The effect of Moses' "Burning Bush" and |saiah's "Temple" conversion was
the receiving of personal forgiveness, With his personal deliverance, Moses was sent to confront
Pharaoh, the leader of the forces of tyranny and oppression in Egypt, with the clear mess age to
tell Pharach te "Let my peaple go!”

After Allen's comversion he was lilkewisesent to give spinitual, economie, educational and political
liberation leadership to Blade America and to streteh the borders of Christianty to include all of
God's children. Richard Allen never san his mission as limited to Bladis. He was committed fo
the liberation of all people.

Allen's wilderness included the treacherous activities of his wwhite brathers, who did netwant A1
lemto be an empowered part of "their” church. They did notwant him to establish a church where
hiz and [ke-minded people could worship God freely,

Allen's "wilderness” included going frem a dependent mentality to an independent mentality that
required discipline, Hies wilderness included the challenge of the " Yellow Fever” epidemicin Phila
delphia where the African Methodist Epis copal Church reached outto the affected communities
io eradicate this dreadful deease. Hi wilderness included the pitfalls that Whites put in the way
ef his actiors to khring holetic deliverance to his people - soul, mind and body,

His wildermess did not enly reflect his rejecton by Whites, bt by other Bladks & well. This i
cluded everything from his deep ehony hue, to the utilzation of the church premizes for the pur
poses of education, econamic arganizing and political planning. Lce the children of Erael, there
were Blades who preferred the Egypt of 5t George over the wilderness of a Bladismith Shop.

Lo vt v e 8
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Honoring Richard Allen
and Celebrating the Founding
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

By Bishap =, Gamett Henning

d. vl Jev g K

Faithful to his divine call, he persevered in the cause of liberation. Yes! Hs was astony road and
of a bitter chas tening rod, On Founder's Day, the AME Church recognizes the contribitiors of his
zacrificial stewardship. Lest the church be ingrates, she must rededicate hemsel to the struggles
of today. She must serve the present age as he served his age. African Methodism can and
should do no less. Ithas a great legacy and a large indebtedness,

The testimony of Allen's relevance i clearly seen in "the host of witnesses" who heard him gladly
and followed his leadership. In &llen's day, the African Metheodist Epis copal Church was the fast
est growing and most respected denomination among Blacks en the Narth Amierican continent.
Why? Beeause they were abedient to God's command to be about the work and ministy of liler-
ation,

Although, today, the flag of liberation legacy and leadership flies at half mast, there are these
who look up to her with hope that once againshe will be hoeted to full mast: They hope: that with
renewed wigor she will usher a elarion cry to do battle with the forces of sppression and tyranny
that continue to afflict our peopleinthis nation and througheut the global community,

Though challenged, hearthe word of hope that Faul spole,

But we have this reasivre in eathen vessels, that the excellence of the power
may beof God, and notef us. We ae timulled on evely Side, et not distressed;
we e perpieved , bt nod in despain; Persecwted, but not forsaken; cast down,
bt mot destroyed | 2 Comnthians $:7-9

Yes! We are ke expensive jewelry in a velvet-lined boee, The true source of our value & not us,
We are containers. We are irstruments, pesoms intowhom God poured God's self. We are anly
powerful when God & our center. We travel inthe right direction enly when God & atthe cantrek

That is why, despite our present plight, we do not give up hope. We often suffer, butwe are new-
er beyond redemption. W hy™ Because in imes of touble, God is with us, 50 even when we are
knodeed down, we get'up again, Surrounded by difficulties, and God knows we have them, we
refuse to give up. We don't understand all the things that are happening ta us.

Maral failures hawve brought dis grace and huge financlal debts have been incurred inthe process,
Ministers and congregations who have benefitted from the influence of the name and the sacrifi
cial sufferirg of ministers and of laity now choose te gotheir swn way withoutany semse of loyal
ty ar abligation.

We have been knoched down. We face trouble on every side, We are perplexed butlet'us not
despair, We are persecuted, but we must remember that Jesus & our Captain. He & aur guide
fostof all we needto remember, we are not destroved. Weeping may endure into the night, but
joy comes with the morning. The newy day s dawning! Yonder comes day!

About the Author, Bihop G, Garnett Henning & the 11Z2th elected and conse-
crated bishop in the African Methodist EpiEcopal Church. He was elected bshop
in 1992 in Orlando, F lorida and retired atthe 4€th Sess ion of the General Confer-
ence in 2012. During his baenty (200 years of service & a hishop, he served the
14th, 19th, Bth and 3red Epscopal DEtrice. He and his wife, Emestine Lee Hen
L ning, reside in Los Angeles, California,
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Pastor Clayborn Captures Audience at the Harrison Cen-

ter Dr. Martin Luther king, Jr Breakfast Celebration
By.Charkie Brooks

On Thursday, January 15, st 5800 am. dtizens of Madi-
son County gathered for the pregtigious Martin Luther
King Birthday Celebration held & the Bob Harnson
Community Wellness Center. This yvear'stheme was "4
Miszsionto Fulfill," This evert was the garl of many cel-
ebrations for the noted Civil Rights Leader throughout
Huntsville.

The program began withthe =inging of “Lift Every Vaoice
and Sing," The overflowing audiencs was warmly wel-
comed by Commissioner Bob Hamison, host. He
thanked all for attending, thanked the program partid-
parts asnd the speaker of the howr the Reverend Dr.
P atrick Clavhorn, Dr, Clavborn was introduced by Dr
AnthurWalker, =t. John AMEC member, After heart ren-
dernng musical =eledions featuring Mrs. Carla McAl-
phine-Franklin, Or, Clayvborn spoke.

The text was from Matthew 1:18-20 and 213 andthe message was entitled “The P ower
of a Dream " Pastor Clayborn began his senn on with a defined discussion ofthe jssues
ofthe Selma March, during 1965, There was the great deb ate during this time of wheth-
gr the 'Black Power" theme promoted by Carmichael would be commissioned or if
King's non-violence movement would be adopted, There was dizappointing support es-
pecially by white supporters with the “Black P ower” theme, alzo Dr. King felt this =logan
was an affrmation, but should not be accepted asg the certer of the Black movement;
hence, it was rejeced by the Black status guo. Dr. King felt they were, as now, in the
fight with spirtual power and, unethical power gructures. & =spirt of evil prevailed and
the churmches were keeping silent. His plan was to dive out the spint of non-caring, and
the societal strudures in existence during this time by induding help from others as well.

Cr. Clavhorn cortinued, “Eventoday” that glogan iz still an issue with zome, During this
tim e dizapproving atttude s evisted: (| hawve ming) while black lives were disregarded. As
with the cumrent theme, "Black LivesMatter”, we must rem ember, we are still in the mid=
of a fight with spirtual powers, unethical Fanking and power guctures;: the devaluing of
our Atz and Music and churches =ill remain guist,

He confinued, Joseph has spirtual warfare in the hiblical text today. Joseph overcamel
How, (11 He had a dream. Though =artled, Joseph showed us howto hold onto the
dream in order to show support and true lowe. (2) A& program came from Joseph's
dream. Joseph's program for adion came from his dream for he escaped and took his
family to safety.

We can conclude that dreams come &t an oppotune time. We need God's help to fulfill
the purpose of the dream, for only God can change an economic, judidal system, Just
like Dr. King, we needto pray when problems come, world-wide problems, we need a
dream. Enemies, bad persons, cannct gop one from dreaming. Mo obgtade can stop
vour dream. King's dream transfonm ed relstions, adions and oppotunities for his peo-
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Founder's Day Celebrated at St. John

By Brid EtFlnﬁﬂ
Photography by Darkin Washington

Committes mefers po
ton and Eddie Shermad;

l The African Methodist
Epscopal (AME) C hurch
& grounded in tradiion,
method, activism, social
justice, and most i
portantly spreading the
gaspel. With a rich her
tzge (the first African
American church in the
United States) and inter-
national branches and
influence, the Church
annually celehrates
Founder's Day esn the
second Sunday in Feb
ruary to coincide with
the bith date of the
chureh founder, Richard
Allen, The man who
! - hecame the fist hishop
! d af the A&AME Church,
s& for picture aterthe serulce, (Ieft to nght) Stew ards Hodges Washing- along with other African
Or: Comper, Steward Parreld Whitehead, Pastor Claybem|© Americans whio  Were
interrupted as they at-
ternpted to pray at St
Georges Methodist Church in Philadelphia, Penrsylvania, waked outiof the church in response.
Thie i the initial (and one of many) act of activism, infiative, commitment to God and, (this writer
would add), furthering the "freedam of religion” that this country's founding fathers espoused.
This rich heritage B asource of tremendous pride far many AMES.

St.dohn AME, Huntsville celebrated Founder's Day ata combined 10 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, February 8, 2015, The Reverend Jeffery B, Cooper, B. Min., General SecretarngdChief
Infarmation Officer ef the AME G hurch, was the preacher forthe special observance. The Stew
ards of 5t John planned the program with the leadership of Steward Pamela Whitehead. Church
membems participatzad in the order of wors hip.

The Gospel Choir rendered music that augmented a spirtually upliting service and an encourag-
ing&timulating sermon from Dr, Coaper. "Heritage Momerts” highlighted the history of the AME
Chureh hlended with African American Hetory in general. The Founder's D ay Litamy was "Acts
of Hope" by Behop Richard Allen. Dr. Monica Dillihunt presented histarical highlights, as did Dr.
Andrew Hugine in the Welsome and Ogcasion. There was worship via @ moving solo by hs,
LaC ondria Bryant (" Precious . Lord™) and worship through liturgical dance to the Acadermy Swardd
naminated song, " Glory" fram the film "Selma” The "heritage moments" embodied the thrust of
theworship senvicels ermon that stimulated contermnplation of the history and progress of the ANE
Churgh a well a the general African American struggle and progress, while noting that there &
still struggle in the midst of progress, The key is toknow and recall critical events as well & 1o
infarm future generafions.  [twas inspirational to see the very young liturgical dancers peform,
and experience the palpable intertnining of the el rights movement and the current injustices,
via the musizal medium that interbwined traditional with modem musical expression.

i, Coaper brought the message home in his aply tited sermeon, "Stoney the Road We Trod"
from the text Joshua < 1-3, 18-24. The welkknown textfocused an the guidance to memaorialze
crossing the Jordan River, God's provision for the children ef lsrael, and the impoirtance ‘of re
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African American History

Edward W. Brooks, [l
Trailblazer Leayves a Distinguished Legacy of Service and ActvieEm

By Bridget J. Floyd

Edward ‘William Brooke 111,
THEPUb"BiI‘I fram Massashuw
Csetts; semwved = a United
?S‘EHES Senator from 1857 to
| 1978, He was the first African
| American ta be popularly
II glected to the United States
- Senate. That &, thefist L. 5,
| Senator since recenstuction.
" He was akp the fist te be
elected o azecond term,

Senator Brooke was born in
Washington &G, in 1819, He
gamed his bachelor's degree
from Howard Unnersiy,
Waszhington, D.C. and hie lan
degree fram Boston Universt
ty Law School Prior 1o he-
coming a senator he was a
captain in the United States
Arrrey, wehiere he fought in Warld War || and received a Broree Star. He ako served as chairman
of the Finance Commission far the city of Boston and was slected attomey general af the Com-
morwealth of Massachusetts in 1862 and reelected in 1864, He died January 3, 2015 &t the ape
of B5.

Senator Brooke was heralded by eolleagues on both sides of the aiele &= one who was not
locked into partiean politics but embraced Esuves, submitted legislature and voted according ta
what he felt was bestin a paticular circurmstance. He was labeled a liberal Republican, which
seems unheard of intoday's politcal environment  In astatement after Senator Brocke's de ath,
President Barack Obama noted that "Ed Brooke stood at the forefront of the battle for civil rights
and econamic fairmess. During his time in elected office, he sought to build consersus and ure
derstanding across partisan lines, abvays wotking towards practcal solutions to aur nation's chal
lenges".

Brooke was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2004, |In 2008 he was awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal in recognition of his service to the nation. He resided’in Coral Gables,
Flarida urtil his death in January ofthis year.

Brooke, often referred to as "a wailblazer”, paved the way for other African Americans o be elect
ed to the LS, Senate but this coantinues to be a rarity, llinos senator Carol Masely Braun was
elected in 1963, becoming the first African American female senator. In Z005 Senator Barack
Cibama was elected, also fram lliinois. He of course was elected as the fiml African American
Fresil:lant of the United States in 2008, resigning a5 Senator. Roland Burris weas appointed to fill
his wacant Senate seat by the HlinoEs governor,

In 2013, Tim Scolt of South Caroling became the fist African American since R ecorstruction to
represent a southem state. William "Mo" Cowan joined the rarks of the Senatewhen appointed
in February of 2013 to represent the state of Massachusetls, which marked the first iime that two
Afrigan Americars served simultaneously inthe W5 Senate. Akhough M Cowan left the affice
in the same yeal, only a few weehs latel a8 New Jersey special election resulted in Mr, Cory
Booker entering the W. 5. Senate,
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African American History

Edward W. Brooks, [l
Trailblazer Leayves a Distinguished Legacy of Service and ActvieEm

By Bridget J. Floyd

il iubrsrsd breaw Jadee )

Az indicated, the very first African American senator came to the Senate during R ecorstruction.
This weas Fepublican Hiram Revelk of Mississippi, who in 1870 was elected by the Mesis=ippi
state legilature to fill & wacaney in the U. 5. Senate. While there was mixed resporse, the appe
sitign to Revel' being sworn to the U.S, Senate was countered/evercame by a speech from a
lMassachusets senator. Rewvels was born in 1827 in Noth Carolina tofree black parents, wentta
Knox College in lllinois, became an educator and started freedman schook . Inferestingly he
served ag @ minister in the AME Church in Balbmore, Maryland. He fought in the Cwil WWar
(Battle of Wicksburg) and led African American soldiers. His term lasted a year but he was noted
to have spoken out against racial segregation and broke new grownd for &frican &mericans in
Congress, Rewvek later became president of Blcorn College.

Fiwve wvears later Blanehe |X. Bruce [Republican) of Mississippl became the fist African American
senatar, and only person barn into slavery, to preside over the Senate and to serve a full term.
Thie was nearly a century before Senator Brooke was elected by the people of Masachusetts in
1967, Bruce was also elected by the Missssippi state legislature, A portrat of Senator Blanche
Keka Bruce, a formerslave, s dsplayed inthe U. 5 Capitol.

There have been eight (2) African American Senators, o of whom were during R ecaretruction
Since the historic twa terrms of the popularly elected Republican, Edward Brock &, four have akao
been elected, one of whom was the historic female senator, Others were appointed to complete
terms. Sl this B asmall "slub”.  Currernthly there are Wwo African American senators, one D em-
porat and one Republican. The distinguished tenure of Senator Brooke ocourred almest ane
hundred {1000 years after the Recomstruction Senators and then almost thiky (30% vears later the
first female African American Senator was elected. Ittakes the bravery (some would say audack
ty) ef trailklaze s o open the door, set the example. To thirk of the "failblazer” whe ezpressed
Ap preciation to. Ged for living tosee another first, President Barackh H, Obama

In the spirt of the extraordinary serse of history during this February 2015 in cormeerging Civil
Rights Era History (50" Annivers ary of Selma) and the Commemoration of the founding of the
African Methodist Epis copal Church, it impoartant to recall the trailblazers and cultivate those
whowould edend the trail,

"God Has Brought'Us From a Mighty Leng Way"
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St. John Members React to \iiewing of Historic Movie
Fhutugmﬁﬁ?lﬂ.gl::ﬁe armith

Thirteen St. John members
met at the Menaco Movie
Theater at Bridge Streeton
danuary 10, 2016 o wiew
"Selma” an American his-
tarical drama film directed
by Ava Duvernay and writ-
ten by Paul Webh and D
Wernay, The film' elicited
Jprofound  emotional  re
sponses fram the 5t. Jahn
audience. The movie was
replete with scenes that
stirred deep emoltions. The
climatic. Edrmund Pettus
Bridge -scenes brought
tears of joy for the march
egrs’ couwrage and tears of
anger at how they were
brutalized by Alabama lan
enforcement officers.

Cne viewer cited the irany
of how Dallas County Ale
bama, where the city of
Selma & the county seat
and where the event de
picted inthe movie led di
rectly o enactment of ma
jor woting rights legislation, remains an area of profound poverty, &2nother was pleased by the
mevigs recagnition of the lesser known members of ciil rights leadeship.

"Powerful, engaging, prophetic, relevant” was the reaction of Pastor Claybarn. The Pastor went
on to paint out that'in light of recent events such as weakening of the 1285 Veting Rights act by
rermoving the requirement for certain southern states to get pre-approval from the federal gow-
emmment before enacting changes in woting legislation and the recent police kilings of young
Black males, including a 12 yvear old child, this movie was net anly a reminder of the past'but a
"wiarning of what could he" Just as the "Selmad’ audience knew what was coming during the
scene ofthe four little girls waking down the staircase atthe 18" Street Baptist Church and was
nonetheless s hocked when the bomb exploded, real-1fe scenes of voter suppression and palice
brutality are playing out and many are still shodkie d when injustice occurs. This movie serves as
"a clarion callte reclaim ouwr fights as human beings "

The movie made Reverend Sheri ponder what she and her generation should be deing and not
doing to ensure that struggle depicted in the mevie was net in vein.  The mevie reminded her
and others how crucial it & to vote.

The day concluded with a fellowship rmeal at ane of the Bridge Street's restaurants. Tidoets ta
the movie were donated by Steward Damell Ezell. A fenweeks later, Pastar Clayborn and youth
leaders took a group of youth to viewthe movie, followed by dicussions with the youth about
the movie and the saarifices made to ensure they enjoy the rights that they sometimes take for
granted,
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Stewardess Board
Straight Talk

By Barhara Johnson

Stewardess Board Straight Tak will be a col-
umn each month that will address some of the
traditiors - and customs of the AME Church,
The reference used for the column &, A4
Guidaline for Sewardesses, Crdinary Women
Ingaged i Extreordmary Work by Richard J,
Fader.

ALTAR AND CHANCEL APPOINTMENT S

The Cross: AMEs usethe Latin farm af the

CGross which 5 the oldest and most basic in

design. There are over 80 distnct variations of
the Cross,. Protestants do not use the Crugi-
fix, which hears the body of Jesus, for the be
lief, & that Jesus [eft the Cross and ascended
an high in victory and triumph,

Candles anthe Altar

If used on the attar, there should be two in
number. The candles should be It for evenyd
liturgical (purely warship) service. The can-
dles may be hurned within threg inches of the
holders before they are changed.

Gandles symbolize Jesus Christ, the Light of
the wearld. When one candle appears on each
side of the Akar, they represent the bwo na-
tures of Chrst—human and divine,

<]l
Since flesders symbolize the resurection, it
goes without saying that nio tyoe of ardifcial
flower or pdant should ever be permited in the
Mave, Chanecel, Sanctuary or other place in
the church where people gather stricth for
wiorship service,

Mext month...The Sessons of the Chaveh
Year.

AMEN Available
in Electronic Form

Memhbems may choose to receie the St John
AMENewsletter  electianically. When you
choose this aption, you will receive-the news-
letter in PBF form via e mail,

To =sign up, please send an e-mail to
stiohnameh @aol. com,

Soup Kitchen Corner
Mercy

Bless ed be the God and
Father of aur Lard Jesus
Ghrist, who according to
His. great mercy has
caused us to be born

again to_a living hope through the resurre ction
of Jesus Christ from the dead. -Peter 1:3

Jesus s aid:

Blessed are the poar in spirt, fortheirs s the

kingdom ef heaven.
Blessed are thosewho mourn, forthey shall be

comforted.

Blessed are the gentle, far they s hall inherit the
earth.

Blessed are those whe hunger and thirst for
righteous ness, forthey shall be satisfied,
Matthew 5:3-8

The "S5t John" Soup Kitchen serves nutritious
meak each third and fourth Tuesday of the
maonth. The desire is to not only offer suste-
nance of physical manna, but spirtual reflec-
tiors of Jesus as they semwe those who are
poorinspirit these whoe mourn, those whio are
hungry and those who thist.

We pray for mercy, strength and hum ble kearts
as: we render desds of mecy o Hose who

come! Amen

Celebrating Gods Eaithfulness

GO CENTERED WERION ORNWEN, FEOPLE [OWING

Hishaop lamas L. Uauws,
Gue= Preacher
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Announcements

Exciting Enhancements Caming!

Howwomship s experienced at 5t John will be
elevated this year through wideo sereerms and
media additions. WE NEED YOLU!

H you are tech savwy or good with computers
and desire to assist with simple butvital tasks,
pleaze sign the "technology interest sheet'
posted outside the main office.

Address and e-mail Updaes

FPleaze infarm the church office of amy ad
dress, telephone number or e-mail changes,
This: allows the chureh to have continuous
commuanication with yeau,

Secrataries' Workshop

A special wokshop for all secretaries of 5t
John AMEC ministries and those interested in
becoming @ minstry secretany will be held on
Saturday, February 2ZEth at 10 AM at the
chureh, All gurrent secretaries are asked to
attend, Al are welcome. Please call ar email
the churchte confirm your attendance.

Get Ready for Habitat Build 2015

Get ready 5t John family! The 2015 Habitat
Build will begin the |ast week in February. This
year's Habitat Build will be a five {(5) bedroom
house on Gormerstone Gircle. The schedule
and details. regarding the work dates for 5t
Jdohn are Mareh 21, 28, April 4. and 11.  we
will prewvide lunch an April & Please see Sis-
ter Tami MceGhee for maore details.

H&F Food Oinwe

St John B a member of the Hurtsville Assi-
tance Pragram (HAPY, an association of ap
progimately 7O ehurches that s erves the entire
city and some of Madison Gounty. The argan-
ization & in need of food items to serve needy
families of the communiby.

St Johnis asking members o participate in a
two week food drive. Members are asked to
contribute nenperehable food items from Fel
ruary 13 through March 1, 2015 [tems may
be placed inthe labeled boxin the frant veste
bule or one inthe bads halkway.

For additional infermation, contact Brother
James Heyward or Sister Nedra MeDanizl

Founder’'s Day

LA T T B

membering as well as infarming future genera
tiors, whe should inturn "recall’ Gods faithful-
ness, intervention, and appropriate fear of
Zod

Br. Cooper cited three reasons to "remember
the stones.” Fist, Remember the Foner of
God. In the text God stopped the flow of the
Jordan River, allosiing them to cross on dry
ground, He indicated the stones signified
“"God Did This". He cited a poignant anecdote
of a loving grandmother whe defied instruction
far decorum during gradualion ceremonies, to
give praise to God for enabling the child that
she raged to matriculate and graduate college
(in the face of numerous obstacles). Second
Iy, one should Remember o Tel the Shary. D,
Cooper indicated that "ne matter hew tough,
God B a faithful God. You might have to go
through something before wou getwhere God
want you to be". Thirdly, Fem em ber that the
Futwe is & Sate, Dr, Cooper highlighted the
stones were placed "half way between the
Jordan and Jericgo...they could only ge for-
ward. God had closed the bhack door so they
would go into their futire",

Returning to the purpose of the day, B
Cooper noted that God helped Richard Allen
abtain his freedom, wak out of St George's
lMethodist Church, and that “it-was about the
future... hopes and dreams not yet realized”,
L, Cooper gave a ltany of examples of Afk
can American authors, poets, educators, liber
ators, professional athletes, and peforming
artets and celebrities, as well as historical pok
iticians and leaders to indicate that “future”.
He extoled the goodness of God, "When |
think about the Goodness of God.. how He
has brought me [over the stony road)]...
THAR K QU

Az the congregants stoad in acelamation of
the message and the goodness of God, Pas-
tar Clayborn offered the invitation to dEciple
ship and sang "l Don't Feel No Ways Tired”,
A beautiful and tasty repast was provided in
the Fellmaship Hall. There was aka a dsplay
in the church nursery of "potential” for the fu-
ture by two youth, St Jahn member Mariah
Gullatte, a budding fashion designer, and her
classmate Rayven Lane, a budding photogra
pher.

Pictures tom Founder's Oay may be vewed on the
St.John website,
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Getting to the Core

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

| will always be intrigued by the headling-esque lifestyle stories of repositioning that go something
lke this: "Sheila and Dave Johrson have lived the life most people hape for, These high schaol
sweethearts have raveled to every continent together, rased four very successful ehildren and
now enjoy ning extremely loving grandchildren. Both retired now, Sheila and Dave enjoy the
spoik of 3@ home-based pastry business that Sheila started on a whim. Perfect right? Everyone
who Knows them thought so too, until they announced at their $2nd wedding anniversary that
though they love and respect each other —they are getting & divorce” Doesr't sound familiar?
What about this ane: "After running a successful dental practice far 15 years, Dr. Robert Waughn
closed upshop and moved to Salt Lace City, IMah to teach science at & local highschool” A5 a
certified life strategist, these types of stories leave me searchingthrough the details ke an imves-
tigatar ata crime scene. "How did they get from point Ate paint B Many times, we find that be-
neath the suface of these types of drastic life shifts & evidence of somepne who was making a
seas onal life stage shift, a1 mare disconceringly - had not been liwing in their full truth along Iife's
path,

"Wha are You.. st the core? ThiE guestion
sgares many people begause no ane really
wants to participate in self-inspection; ‘it is too
painful, too difficult, too ugly and often revealk
Just oo much truth te digest. Unfortunateby,
being too scared, urwilling or just plain too lazy
to find out the answer to that question will lead
you far from where you hoped or believed you
weould end up in life. Some people are so far
removed from the ‘core’ of whe they are that, in
essence, they have been playing arole of sors
on the stage of their lwves. They have
developed into the peson they thought they
should be, have been told they should be, or
shamed themseles into becoming.  Living Iife
to meetsomeone eke's expectations, or fulfill
anothier's dream & nothing short of vou turning
on yeusel, Gods Word sayws in Jeremiah
2811 that HE krwws the plars He has for our
lves— plans to prosper us and not hurt us,
plars to: give us a hope and afuture. He designed us each uniguely to fulfill 3 specific purpose in
the earth. Seling yourself out for amthing less than that makes vou your ewn tTaitor;, you have
becomesomeone willing to rade who youwere greated to be for the vers ion of you that pleases
those around yvou. Thi internal disharmaony can create great stress, ds-ease, depression and
even generate fear. Some people becometired of faiing . They 'waie up’ and realze that they
are nof living authentically, and that perhaps some deckions they made in-fife did not line up with
(or were completely out of alignment with) the path they know God was leading them toward. So,
"Wha are ¥YOU.. atthe core™ What iz it you are created for? Do wouwrself a favor and begin work
in the spiritual and in the naturalto arswer this guestion, no matter where you are in Ife. If you
determine you are on track- Praise God! If you find you need to investigate further, do so prayer
fully and courageous by, NEVER beat youselfup,

Beliewve you have done the best vou can to this point, but it & time to do even better. Do not be
afraid to seek out help through counselors, therapists and life coaches, especially if you have
traumatic events that shape the way you see yourself. God receives no honor from us Tiving under
a facade. s time to live authentically. Where do youstant™ Press vouself to identify at least one
thing that glaringly stands out a something you do or participate in that does not give you peace,
nor align with who You are down deep inside. THAT guestion will lead you to the next steps
toward getting toyour ‘core.
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Lﬁ*ﬂﬁ Caregivers' Prayer and Respite Ministry ,-'@j(-,-,
LTl S LT
(Questionnaire may be given fo efherrs. A Hugire or Ms. Paf Grier)

The Steward Board k& resporsible for the gare and concem of the congregation. The "Caregivers’
Prayer and R espite Ministry," has been established to provide assistance and support tothose
members who may be caring for 3 loved ane. In an effort to ersure that all e members’ needs
are being met, we're asking thateach member respond to the folloewing questionnair e

—

L Are you a caregiver? Tes Ma

3

Msa, forwhem? mother father in-aw sibling ___ neighbar frierd

L]

Sour name and gortact information.
Mame:
Phone #
Ermail Address

4. Would you be receptive to support and assistance from the CPR (Caregivers' Praver & Res-
pite} Ministry? Yes Ma Motsure

5. fso, chedo the type of support which would be maost helpfulte yau.

having & prayer partner

having someone come in andsit, while you attend church, t7un an errand, ete.
someone to grocery shopfor you

receive adelivered meal

provide resources of services available inthe Huntswville- Madison County Area
Trams portation te a doctors appeintment, to church, to an event

Cither suggestions:

The Caregivers' Prayer ane Respite Minstry s ako recruiing partners to provide some of the
needed services. Ifvou're nota caregiver, and would lke to assistin this minkstry please com-
plete this section.

fes, lwould ke to be a partner inthe CPR Minstry

Mame

Conmtact Mumber (home) Cell

Email Address

And e e bind one fo ancther, tenderhearted, Dgiving one ancther, even az God Br Chast 2
sghe hath formgiven you. Epkesians 4:32
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2015

February lesson reviews. were written by
Brother Willie Sandifer.

Warch 1, 2015

Lessan Title: The Larmb of God

Lesson Seripture: Joel2:23-27 John 1:29-34
Frint John 1:25-34

Devational Songs: #A7], #272 [, and #243:]

Key Verse; “| hayve seen and | testify that this
is the Son of God."” (John 1:34).

The minstry of John the Baptist cpened asig-
nificant chapter in the history of Gods comr
munication with humanity. For almest <00
vears, no prophet had reen in Is1ael to speak
God's word ta the people. The last of the
great Hebrew prophet, Malachl, ended his
book by predicting that the proaphet Elijah
would one day reappear to call people to re-
member the Law of Moses

This led seme of John's contemporaries 1o
speculate that Elijah had indeed returned, a
speculation that Jehn denied in the |teral
serse of being Elijah reincarnated, Instead,
John the Baptst openly identified himself as
"the voice of one ealling inthe wilderness" that
was predicted in Baiah 403, This identifica-
tion stressed his role as the farerunner to the
Lord's appearance, John's dezignation as “the
Baptist' & helpful to us for notconfusing him
with the apestle John, who wrote the Gospel
fram which today's lesson is tak en.

Faithful Jews, desiring 1o avoid anything that
might make them "unclean” in God's =ight,
would wash thermsehkes regularly in running
strearrs or pook of water. Jahn, however,
gained notariety far washing odrer people, a
practice unheard of atthe time.

Since washing with water was viewed a a
slgn of self-purification, then almest by defini
tion it would not occur to Jews thal @ne per
son could wash ancther—no peson could
secure anothel peson's. purity that weay. For
John the Baptist, however, water baptiem rep
resented the cleansing of the s oul that came
through genuine repentance.

This repentance was critical in view of the fact
that God was soon to establish his kingdom
on earth. John associated this event with the
coming af a figure much greater than himself.
This figure 1o come would baptze people not
with water but rather "with the Holy Spirt and
fire", symbok of a much deeper and more

thorough cleansing from sin.

Within the larger context of his baptizing minks-
try, John ako baptzed Jesus hinself, The first
three Gospels mak Jesus' baplism a the be-
ginning of his public minktry. Jesus' baptsm,
not recorded in the Gospel of dohn, had ak
ready ocourred atthe pointintime of this les-
san

March 8, 2015

Lessan Title: Another Adwocae

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 23; John 14:15- 26
Frirt John 124 15-28

Devotional Sangs: #25[, #272 ], and #2493 []
Hey Verse: "Butthe Courselor, the Haly Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you all things and will remind you of eve
rything | have said to you." (Jahn 126

Jdesus came to reveal God te humanity, Jesus
was the Word wha "was God'; he was the
Word whe "became flesh'. He was the Lamb of
God who came to take away the sins of the
world. We see an increasing emphasi on the
divine identity of Jesus a= the Gespel of John
progresses. He was accused of "making him-
self equal with God”, He exhibited the power to
raise the dead and the authority to pronounce
Judgment. He said, "l and the Father are ane".
HiE miracles eonfirmed that His claims were
true.

The climax of Jesus’ clains came in the upper
roorm in thefinal weelk before His death. There
Jesus told His disciples thatno one could some
to the Father except through Him Even maore
strkingly he said, "Anyone whe has seen me
has seen the Father". Truly God was present
with His people! But Jesus ako had an un
pleasantshodk to give He disciples that night!
He was leaving. Just when they were real=ing
that they had God's presence in their very
midst, itseemed that they were about 1o lose it!
It was in this setling that Jesus promised to
send another advocate—the Holy Spirt. From
the wery beginning of Jesus' minktry, the Spirit
had had an actwe role. The Spirithad descend
ed & a dove to Jesus.at His baptem. Nicode
mus had heen told of the need to be born of
water and the Spirt in oorder to enter God's
kingdem. The woman atthe well in Samaria
learned that these who weuld worship God ac-
ceptably must worship "in the Spit and in
truth." Although the Haly Spirt had not yet
heen given, Jesus promised that ene day the

Ve o g 3
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2015

AL ubriri e JelEe A

Spirtwould be granted to all believers. &nd on
& Thursday night in an upper room, Jesus
rmade final preparations far that to be poszible,

harch 15, 2015

Lesson Title: The Sgirit.of Truth

Lesson  Scripture; 1 Samuel 2:1-10, John
18:4h-15

Prirt: John 1640 15

Devotional Songs:#412[]; #282[]; and #243]
Fey “erse: "But | tell vou the truth: t & for
your good that | am going away. Unless | go
amay, the Courselor will not come to you, but
ifl ga lwillsend hirm toyau™ {dahn 16:7),

Jesus gathered with His twelve disciples in the
dpper oom on 8@ Thursday night for 8 meal to
celebrate the Passover, The heart of Judas
kEeariot was expesed during the meal, and
Jdesus demiesed him into the night fo eary
through with his evil designs, Te the eleven
who remained, Jesus promised that the Father
would send the Holy Spirit. They were not to
hie |eft to fand for thenms ehes.

This promie to send an Advecate was the
prelude to Jesus' final promises in this regard
inthe 16" chapter of John, The diEciples were
to face difficult times. They would be rejected
and pesecuted by their swn people—some of
whearm would even kill the apestles, thinking
that they were "offering a semwice to God". To
face such challenges in Jesus' ahsence, the
disciples needed toknow that they still had the
reality of God's presense backing them up.

March 22,2015

Lesson Title: The Spirit of Peace

Lesson Socripture:: John 2001823, Acts 148
2412

Print: John 20:19-23

Tentative: Devational Sengs: 83500 #£251 [
and #2435 ]

Key Yerse: "And with that he breathed on
themm and =aid, 'Receiwve the Holy Spie-
™ (Jahn 20:23).

The lesson text notes bao "commemoarative
e that served as proof of Jesus' own vic-
tory over adversity, The first were the physical
wounds He had recened during the cruciixion|
these bore witness both to God's power and
Jesus’ authoriby. The second was and & the
dis ciples thems elves—from the first generation
of disciples to helievers today. The fact that
believers in every generation continue to pro

claim Him serves as a powerful confirmation of
Hi wictory ower the grave. Jesus’ defeat of
death Inves on in the winess of those who ac-
ceptthe fack of histary,

The lesson text brings the Gespel of John full
circle in many respects. The writer prefaces his
account of Jesus' ministry with an episode in
voliing John the Baptiet. When a delegation
frarm the religious awuthoriies in o Jerusalem
guestioned him about his identity, he explained
that he was simply preparing the way for some
one much more worthy than himself

The next day, John the Baptist told twe of his
disciples thatJesus was the onethey had been
waiting for, He predicted that Jesus would bap-
tize people not with water but with the Haly
Spirit. Jeswus affirmed this promise of Holy Spirit
-bestowial when He imvited these present at the
Festival of Tahernacles to "come to me and
drink,” promising that “meers of living water”
wiould “flaww from within them”; the Gospel wiit-
er then immediately explained that Jesus was
referring 1o the forthcoming gift of the Haoly
Spirit, who would ba granted anky after Jesus
had been glarified.

March 253, 2015

Lessan Title: The Son of Dawid

Leszon Scripture: |saiah 45:20-25; Mark 11:1-
11

Print: Mark 11:1-11

Tentatve D evational Sengs: #2221 [J; 25 [); and
#243 ]

Key Werses: "Those who went ahead of those
who followeed shauted, '"Hosanna!' Blessed &
he who comes in the name of the Lord"” (Mark

11:8).

The significance of Jesis' triumphial entry is

4 stressed by the factthat this & one of the fes

evenk from HE life to be recorded in all four
Gospels. Each evangelist reports Jesus' com-
ing to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover a week
before his death, and each says that his arrival
was matied by popular aeclaim.

The triumphal entry was indeed a high paint in
Jdesus’ publie ministry. Wp too that point in
Maik's agcount, Jesus had spentHis ime mow-
ing fram willage to village in areas north of Ju
dea, ministering primarity in Galilee with occa
sional forays into Gentile temitories. He fo
cused His minsty primarily en niral peasants
whao lived in and around the villages across
Galiles




=L JJohnAMEN Februanry 2015 Fage 16
Scale Back St John Church School Book Club
Dream Builders
<O LUz B3 e O otss foh st 21 F iy 2018
s CUSS DN 8 ehruany
i et Healthy & Stay Healthy . 000 A M. — 1130 AR,
Y
| Mondays 5-G pm- Line Dancing ﬁm.gﬁﬂ BN CaE L s

Wednesdavs 115 pm Walking
Friclays B-7 pm Line Dancing

Take some time to take care of you.
OUR LIVES MATTER!

*in casesof mocement weather, please
callthe church to verify scheduling.

MLK Breakfast

i eimbimaasa Mear faiee (1)

ple_We mus change our relatienships-and
how we treat each other. Can we surpass
limis? Yes, with God. We must change
our perspedive to see ourselves as heirs,
erase the shame and accepl our history
with pride. Owr lives matter, other lives
matter. We have to join with cthers that
ook like wus, work and not look 1o who
fakes oedi. We must share wih the
vouth, We must work on dreams that will
keep hope alive. Dr. King gave dedaration
through his dream 1o the kind of God that
we should seek today. God stayed with Dr.
King, he didnt lose his mind, Dr. King
turmed things arcund. Thank God for Dr.
King's dream. Dr. Clavbom loudly pro-
daimed: "God is our srength and =alva-
tion, Hallelujah"

Membership Canvass
Zalling all members|

It that time of the year when members are
ashedto update their members hip information
The stewards will bhe stationed in the Vestibule
befure and after services on February 8, 15,
and 22, 2005, &n adult member fram each
family must werify irfarmation, even if there
have been no changes owver the past year

- The Stewards of St. John AME Church

March 2015
Beeussion Date: 21 Mareh 2015
10004 M. — 1130 A

Heeoerof My Sowl, Keshia Dawn, 2010

Keithe, & forby-year-old lawyer out of Howston,
-constantly faels meglected by a wife who has
stepped out on him more than ance during thei
fitteen-year marriage. Playin with the possibi
ity of sediing new love, Kethe never expected
his wife to bé in-the midstof b s ecret, ore he
doesn't even know about. Michelle is ready to
fight far what is-hers when her own cheating
instincts make hersuspicious of IKeithe's inten-
tions, Finding her way into her husband's af
fairs, Miehele & leftto realize that her oen be

trayak are much deeper than she would care

elieve. Keeper of My Soul & & powerful sto-
ry ‘abeut righting wrongs and finding peace In
thesaul. . .. - Amazen

AME Proud

FEBRUARY |5 AN IMPFOR TANT MONTH IN
THE LIFE @F THE AME CHUREH"

Bishop Jeffrey N, Leath, President of the Courr
cil 6f Behops and Presiding Prelate of the 13th
Epkcopal Bistict has shared informaton about
the importance: ef February in the Ife af the
African Methodisi Epis copal ©hurch. Bishop
Righard Allen, Behop Momre Brown, Bishop
Henry MeNeal Turmer, Behop Daniel Alexand e
Payne and Mis. Jarena Lee weteall barnin the
marnth ef F ebruany,

- Henry MeNeal Turner - 1 February 1824
~Jarena Lee- 11 Febmary 17E3

- Maorre Browen - 13 Fehbruary 1770

= Righard &llen - 14 Fehmary 1780

—- Panlel Alexander Payne - 24 February 1811

"Fram The Ghistan Recorder Cnfive, January
20, 2016
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

February 28, 2015 Secrefaries’ Workshop, 10:00 am.
March 8, 2015 Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 20, 2015 Church Anniversary Concert

March 22 2015 13k Church A nniversary, 10:00 a.m.

Bishop James L. Davis, Gues Preacher
March A0— April 1,205  Spring R ewival, The B everend Banbole A kinbiou
Apnl 2, 2015 Maundy Thursday Service, 5:000.m .

Aprl 5 2015 Resurrecion Sunday

That if you confess with your mowth, "Jesus iz Lomd ™ and believe in your heant
that God raised kim fom the dead | you will be saved . Romans 1002
INERNIG
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&t John African Methodist Episeapal Church Hurtsville Alabama
Volume 20 Issue 3 March 2015

Pastor's Message

130 Years of St John AME Church

Genesis 47:7-12

When William Hoeoper Councill and others arganzed St John AME Church 120 years ago, they
could not have imagined all that thie congregation would accomplish. 3t. Jehn has been a cor
sktent voice of salvation, justice, likeration, education, empowerment, healing, and help inthis
Huntsville community, Great preachers —such as the Reverends Fox, Hereford, and MeCall —
have mounted this pulpitand declared "what thus savyeth the Lord”: how God & able to bless in
Fater itk 0 Tlaghom, P 0 spite of our circumstances; how God's word has the wisdom and guidance we sesk; how we
are all God's children regardless of our 1ace or ethnicity ar gender; how we have been called o
he disciples of Jesus C hrist how we must leve aur fellowe brothers and sisters; how we must
wiark to mak e this world a place of peace, justice, and mercy; how God's love and fergiveness
can pengtrate the coldest heart; and how we must give the best of our service to honor God.

Wonderful church members have served fathfully a5 stewards, trustees, stewardesses, ushers,
church schoalteachers, and s much more. Minstries have gone aut in the city to; repair the
hames of senior ciizers ; build houses for Hakitat for Humanity;, previde resources for neonatal
care units; feed the hungry inthe area surrounding the church; tutor students inschool, mentar
juveniles to prevent incarceration; join other churches to form a coalition of assistance for those
with financlal need; register voters; provide scholarships and care for college students; visit the
sick; andwitness doorto doorte the saving power of Jesus Christ.

We were excited to celebrate this mementous occasion. The anniversary Wwas the start of a
hostof events here at St John Therewas the anniversary concert on Friday, fallowed by Sun-
day worship service. Mext, will be the celebration of Palm Sunday, Hely Week Revival, and
Mauncy Thursday with worship each day. Pator Bankole Sinkinu will once again be aur re-
sivalist for Manday through Wednesday., We are anficipating nothing less than the miraculous!
On Resurrection Sunday, we will have our sunrise service, Easter pragram, and mid- marming
worship service.

We were thrilled to have aur Servart Bishop — The Right Reverend James L. D avis — honor this
130" Church Anniversary with his presence and his minitry of preaching. We are elated that
the membership of 5L John &, after 120 years, still woking, sending, dreaming, and doing all'it
can to build those dreanms. We thank the anniversary committee {co- chairs and members), the
office staff, the music and media departments; the stewards and trustees, the woriship council
and its minktries, and the kitchen committee for their hard wok and fathfulness. We praise
God far the honorees who were highlighted at the anniversary concert. We thank God for veur
diligence and loyaly to God and church,

Mozt importanthy, we are grateful that God continues to bless!! God still blesses when we reach
130 vears old. When Jacob reached 130 years old, God rescued him and his famiby from fam-
ine. Therefare, God has blessings for St John that éyes have notseen nor eams heard! Let us
give God prage for what God has done for 130 years, and let us thank God in advance far
what God s about to da!
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Holy Week Revival Begins March 30th

nd.

St John will again hold revival during Holy Week 2015, The Rew
grend Bankole Akinbinu will return as revivalist,
end Akinbinu accepted Jesus Christ a5 his personal Lord and 5 e
ior atthe age of ten and was later called into the Goaspel Minetry at
sixteen years of age. He & committed to education. He began his
Jundergraduate studies. at Liberty University in Lynehburg, Wirginia,

transferring his sophomore year to Washington Bible Callege in
Lanham, Maryland, where he earned a bachelor's degrees-in Bilile
Theology, |n May 2010, Bev. Minbinu was conferred the Master's
of Bivinity Degree from Princeton Theaological Seminary in Prince-
ten, Meaw Jersey, Since January 2012, the Reverend Ainking has
served as. pastor of Baptiet Grove Church in Raleigh, Morth Caroli

The Rever-

The Reverend Akinbinu's resume’ states that he is committed to

spreading the Gospel hecause he believes that God's Waoard 5 able

to transform and empower all thiat believe. He stands
an the promis e of Philippians 1:@: "He that hath be
gun & good wotk in yeu is fathful to perfarm it until
the day of Jesus Christ"” St.John is blessed fo have
ithe Reverend Akinbinu return for another s pirit-filled
series of sermans from this anpinted man of God

Revival will be held nighty, March 30-Aprl 1, 2015,
Services will begin at' &30 pm. Plan now to attend
and imvite friends and family to share in this empow
ering Hely Week B evival.

Women's Prayer Breakfast
Set for April 11

Lo not miss this year's Women's Prayer Break-
fast. Woemen will unite in Prase, Prayer and
FPractical Points of Power an Saturday, Lpril 11,
2015 at B00 am. The focus will be "Dream |
Builders—The Powerto Change.”

Flease see Sisters Lauretta Teague, Templene
Stanley, Shannon Lot, ar LaCandria Bryant to
purchas e aticket,

St. John to
Participate

in Annual
Habitat
Habitat service
for Humanity” Project

The 2015 Habiat Build has begun The year's
Habitat Build will be a five (5) bedroom house
an Cornerstone Circle,

The schedule will be posted and updated on
the bulletin board at the church. Members are
urged ta wvolumeer on and dates during the
project; hawever, there are several dates that
have been selected for "all church” participa-
tion. These dates are March 21, 28, Aprnl 4,
and 11, %5t John will provide lunch on Bpril 4.

Please see Sieter Tami MeGhee for more de-
tails.
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Women's History Month's Inspiring Woman
Misty Copeland

By Mariah Gullatte

| am a dancer.. far fram & Classical Ballet Dancer, but of
all genres of dance, ballet Is my favarite, | have studied
hallet and other dance styles since | was 2 years old {| am
now 7). A couple of vears ago | watched a Bladh Girls
Rock special en BET and in that flash af a mement |
caught a glimpse of a beawtiful young lady who looked
llkke me, floating effortlessly acrass the stage. You could
see the power and strength in her limhs as well as the
determination in her heart It was at that moment that |
realzed some things in histary ean change... The pictures
that hang in my dance studio and on the bedroom walk of
future dancers, can now be pictures thatlaok ke me. Itis
not ny desire to become a classical ballering, but | am
honored to lknow that sty Copeland, who locks ke me,
has beaten the adds and achieved & dream that seemed
so far away.

Threughout Mty Copeland's journey these wards often
resonated in her hear... You e too oid, you Favent had
enough training and yes, even Mhngs such as.. Balet iz
gically resenved fora privileged elass and for those who
hawve the bghtest of stan. The perfect ballenna hasa smal
tead; sloping shoullers, long neck and legs, My feed and
a namow nib cage...none o which fit the desaription of
Mty Copeland who has a 5'2' muscular and curvaceous frame, and a brown face which has
served & & distraction inthe world of classical ballet.

Mty Copelandwas born to Sylvia DelaGerna and Boug Gopeland, Her home was a hotel room
in an undes ired neighborhood in San Pedro, California for mest of her adolescent vears.  Trying
to find herself and overcome her self-doubt, she had not eventhought about the world of dance
untilshe attended a free dance class atthe Boys and Girtk Club at age 13. Cindy Bradley, dance
instructo fguardianfmentor who would later ernter a bitter custody
battle with Misty's mother, san a Ballerina destined for greatness,

From her humble beginnings te a prodigy, she became the fist
Aficar-American woman in the history of the American Ballet The-
atre (ABT) to gain solokt status in two decades and only the third
AfricarrAmerican in the company's Y6-yvear history. Her endorse-
menkt range from Blach dancexearto the ultimate athlete's gear,
Under Armow. Misty was also the fist Blach woman in history 1o
play "Firebird" for.a major ballet comparmy,

| mest admire Misty for her courage, eommitment and persewver-
ance to her craft, stretching her limits and frying new technigues 1o
| a world already embraced by plies.and port de bras.  She recog-
nizes the importance of sharing her life lessons in orderta empove
er others. The White Howuse honored Copeland with a8 Cultural
Ambassadar Rale a she, ABT and the Boys and Gtk Club
launched "Project PliE", a program that brings top-notch dance
training to-the undersered cormmunites. [ ance & where ourten-
dus touch and the passion 0 seérve others & where ow hearts
chasse. Mty says, "l ransform through my pedformances for the
little brawen girk "
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Ash Wednesday Ushers in the Season of Lent and
Kicks Off the Dream Building Bible Study Series

By Medra lvizOanig|
Photography by Darwin Washington

The LENTEMN SEASOMN covers the forty-sitc day period betveen Ash Wednesday and the eve of
Easter, Lent tself excludes the =i Sundays and is, therefore, anby forty days. Worship semvices
on Sundays are weeskly commemarations of the fist Easter and the proclamation that Christ &
fisen. The date of the beginning of Lent, &5 h Wednesday, & determined by the date of Easter.
Lent & a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repent:
anee, moderation and spiritual decipling, This year the 5t John AshWednesdayservice was the
k ik off for the Dream Building Bible Study series.

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn led the service and offered the opening prayer. The Prase
Enzembile led praise songs including " au are Alpha and Ormega” and “Tetal Praise." The Old
Testament scripture, Joel 2:12- 17, was read by Ashley Humphrey and the Mew Testament scrip-
ture, Matthew &:15-21, was read by Justin York. Dance ministry members, Jennifer Patterson
and Jason Gilmore, ministered to the song "Will Yeur Heartand Soul Say Yes™

Pastar Glayborm braught the meditation fram the topic “The Great Sac
rifice.” He gawve biblical ecamples of dreamers [ and the sacrifices they
made}, including Joseph, Gideon, Marg, mother of Jesus, and Peter,
Ta illustrate that drearms have a central theme of fame and that fame
costs (sacrifices), he incorporated a clip from the television series
FAME. He ako expounded an the cost that Jesus pald, Jesus had fo
startin the wilderness where He fasted for 40 days and nights. Tesee
dreams come to pass, one must pay the cost by making great sacrific-
es. He noted that sacrifices that lead to fulfilimert of drearns will not
have instant gratfication and instant power;, they mustyield to eternal
provision and eternal power. Pastor Clayborn explained that whenthe
sacrifice B made, God gives the rewiard. He noted that the greatest
example of this ‘& when the angels came to ministerto Jesus as a re-
sult of His sacrifice in the wildemmess. He concluded with the state-
ment “God will give the reward for the sacrifice.”

In preparation farthe service of the ashes, Pastor Clayborn explained thatthe ashes are asym-
bol of grief and they symbolize that people are-Gods creation and should imitate the sacrifice of
Zhrist Even in the ashes there i strength, joy, and power, In the ashes of death, an Sunday
marning He found power.

The minsters administered the imposition of the ashes on the foreheads of worshippers. Tradi
tionally, the ashes arethe burned palm branches fram the previous year's Palm Sunday and the
ash eross on the forehead & an outward sign of sorrew and repentance for sins. The closing
prayer was offered by Pastor Clayhaorn,
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Join Us for
Resurrection Sunday Services

April 5, 2015

600 a.m. Sunrise Service

900 a.m. Easter Program

Jesuz said to her, 1 am the resurection
and the e, He who belaves n me il
Wve | even dhough ke dies; and whoe wer
fvez and beleves i m e willnever die

John 112626
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AME Churches in the State of Alabama
9" Episcopal District

February 15 - May 16, 2015
I Dare You

With Your Time * With Your Treasure * With Your Commitment

Principles of Stewardship

James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Arelis B, Davis, WMS Supervisor

Faor more about "l Dare You," please cont act any member of the Stevard Board.
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Support Requested for
2015 Crown of Glory
Competition

The Crown of Glory event 5 a friendly compe
tition ameng members of the Women's WMis-
sionary Society (WME) in the Ninth Episcopal
District that serves as the organization's. pri-
mary Quadrennial fundraiger, 5t John mem
ber, Wrs. Mary Powers, will represent the &g
nes Gooper Area, M. Povers B a membe
and past president ef the Betty E. Derrick
WMS, past president of the Sgnes L. Cooper
Area WHMS, and a Life Member of the WKE.
hrs. Powers will compete in the "Crown of
Life" category as referenced in James 1:12.
The event will be held June &, 2015 at the
Daniel Payne Community Plaza in Birming
ham, &labhama.

The 5t John WS members ask for the sup
port of 5t John members toward this endeav-

of by purchasing an ad. The cosk of ads are
as followes:

Full Page FI00.00 Half Page $75.00
Cuarter Page 55000 Patron  R2500

Camera ready ads should be coordinated with
Ms. Donnie Thompson or Mrs. Mary Powers.
The deadline for purchasing/submitting ads is
Sunday, April 28, 2015, Thank you in advance
farvoursupport!

AME Proud

Brown Chapel AME Church
Then and W e

Eath the buildimg and the members of Brown
Chapel AME Church played pivetal roles in the
Selma, Alabama, miarches that lhelped |ead ta
the pazsage of the 18965 Wating Rights Act In
the 50" Annnersary celebration of the Selma
march that B known as "Bloody Sunday)”
Brewin Chapel eontinued to be the center af the
moyvement, Most arficles covering the celebria
tion of the 81" Anniversary will mention the
chureh, its members andior its pastor, Memr
bes of Browwn Chapel led in the organization of
the celebration. President Obama named the
Fastar, the Rewerend Leotis Stong, in his
opening adinowledgerments during his historic
spepch at the foptof the bridge and the R ever-
end Strang offered the cloting prayer for the
service where the Presidertspok e

L& Maundy

Thursday
Service

Scheduled for April 1

Maundy i dertved from the Latin word man-
datum, meaning commandment, MMaundy
refers to the commands Jesus gave his disck
ples at the Last Suppen to love with bumility
by serving sne ansther and to remembel his
sacrifice,

Maundy Thursday iz observed during Haoly
Weeh on the Thusday hefore Easter, and
commemaorates the Last Supper when Jesus
shared the Passover meal with his disciples
on the night before he was crucified. In con
trastto joyful Easter celebratiors when Chris-
tians worship their resurrected Savior, Maun
dy Thusday services are typically more sof
emn secasions, matked by the shadow of
Jesus' hetrayal.

While differemt denominations ohserve Maun
cy Thusday in their own distinct ways, tvo
important biblical event are the primary fo
cus of Maundy Thursday solemnizations: Be
fare the: Passover meal, Jesus washed the
feet of His disciples. By performing this lowly
act of service, the Bible says in Jahn 131
that Jesus "shewed them the full extent of his
love! By His example, Jesws demonstrated
how Chrstians are to lave one  another
through hurble service, For this reasaon,
many churches practice foot-washing cere-
monies a a part of their Maundy Thursday
SErvices.

Buring the Passover meal, Jesus took hread
and wine and asked His Father to bless it He
broke the bread imto pleces, giving it to His
disciples and saying, "This & my body, given
for you, Do this in remembrance of me" Then
He took the cup of wine, shared it with His
dizciples and said, "Thi wine & the token af
God's new covenant 1o s @ve you--an agree-
ment sealed with the blood | will pour out far
you." These events recorded in Luke 22:18-
A describe the Last Supper and form the
hiblical basi for the practice of Communion.
Forths reason, many churches hald special
Communion services a a part of their Maun
dy Thursday celebrations.

Maundy Thursday Service will begin ant &30
p.m.
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Media Upgrades Enhance Worship

By Carwin Washington

| Worshippers have surely noticed the not=zo subtle changes to the 5t John
Sanctuary - big wideo screerns. These are the most visible cehanges by
which technology will supportthe Pastor's Vieion of Pasionate Worship,

Atearn including members of the Media Ministry, Music Ministry, Board of
Trustees with the advice and assietance of GCPro and Commersial Sound
and Wideo C ompanies (hoth of Atlanta) are completing the final stages of a
majol upgrade to the chureh's sudio and video systems. The'integrated
system design & characterized by image magnification [ IMAG) technolagy
and a near state of the art computerized audio corsole.

The IMAG technology includes two Panasonie videa projectors illuminating
dual ous tarm installed DA-Lite screers (54°5108").  The new Pra Presenter
software sends high resoldtlen graphics, photos and video to the projec-
tars.

There are several audio system upgrades. The heart of the system is the Soundoraft Si Expres-
zjon 2 live audio corsale which controk audio inputs. The keyboard, a new drum cage with mE
grophones and other instruments will gonnect threugh the sonsale to sontrol the guantity and
valume of sound, Choirs will benefit from new suspended Audic microphanes which provide an
even coverage of voices.

When completed, these AN upgrades will offer rmamy benefits including the following:

® |mages, text, graphics and video may be displayed during worship services

#  Duality technical and creative supportto the worship experience

® The audio mix and volume controllable te provide even coverage at appropriate levels

Placing the mediateam technician inthe balcony to allow close coordination with the presentes
and chairs; allews the media team to experience the worship environment and & respond 1o
spontaneous changes during senvices.

Pastor Clayborn Receives the
Reverdy Ransom Award

On Friday, February 20, 2005, The Reverend Patrick Clayborn, along with his famibty, traveled to
Atlanta, Georgia, to attend the Black Church Studies ©onference of Candler School of Theology
at Emary University - In the Footsteps of Ouwr Ancestore: Revigiting, Renovabing, and Revoloion-
izing the Path, Rev. Patrick was scheduled to be a participant on the panel discussion’ Pro-
clzming Ow Faith: More Than @ Showt and @ Song (Bladk Churches, L iturgies, and Worship).
He arrived to the banguet (the night hefore his presentation) just in time to hear the keynote
speakel closing his-speech and hear the intoduction for the Bishop Rewverdy Ransom award
recipient To his complete surprise, hewas the recipient ofthe Bshop Reverdy Ramsom award,
receiving the award for his commitment to academic excellence and his faithfulness to the calk
ing Zod has an his [ife within the church. The Reverend Teresa Fry Brown, Ph.D., Director of
Black Church Studies, commented duringthe presentation of the award that Rev. Patrick i un-
llke mostin that he started his career inthe academy and was willing to pursue his pastoral calk
ing in the church =ren after receiving the Doctorate of Philoseply. Rev. Clayborn was com-
pletelyspeechless, He graciousk accepted the a~vard by singing, My Trnibale,

The Behop R everdy Ransom, the 28" elected and consecrated Bshop of the African Metho dist
Epecopal Church, B one whe combined leve of Knowledge, becoming Dean of Payne. Semi-
nary, and love of the church and social activism. The Inaugural Black Church Studies Reverdy
Ransom Alumni &ward s given to the alum evidencing these gualities in their personal, aca-
demic and church life.
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50 Years Later, What Next?

By hdattie B. Exell

Awyl The sities and the severn
ties! The good ole days! Really! So
they claim. Do not ask who "they"
are? However, they met! They
_ prayed! They marched! They pro
tested! Gradually Blacks were grant
ed some of ‘their Constitutional
rights. Howewer, there i5 one thing
that the Constitution cannot grant: a
laving heart. With all of the effors
mate to equalze society, only God
can taie away the stony heart out of
the flessh! Since most human kind
have notpartnered with God on the endeavar, where dowe ge 80 yvears later?

An awesome stating point B to put into action Jehn 318; For God so loved the world, that He
gave his enly hegotten Son, that whesoever believeth in Him should net perish but have everlast
ing life. Te love as God did solves issues, but urtil we really learn to love, ather principles must be
put inte action,

Cine pringiple is parenting { ehild rearing), nat buddy-buddy. Parenk have the God-given respon-
sihiltty to maie sure they guide, nurture, and protect their children fram infancy to. adulthood se
that they will become productive citizens in society. W children see parents reaching for the sun,
they will prabably imitate that behavior, If parents just t8ll a child something, they will prabably
forget it but if they model &, normaily it sticks, After all, most people learn from seeing and do
ing. Sa parents must bethe pers onthey want their children to be,

Education & a must! "The mind i a terrible thing 16 waste.” Mo one can taie knowledge from a
person. Evergone has gone throughseme trials, so do not et them be a deterrent; Keep pushing.
Be a par of the solution rather than a part of the problem. Education epers doors and rases eco-
noamizal standards. Children are parents’ hopes and dreams and society's next leaders, so mde
sure the children rizeta the oceasion.

Whether a persan has a degree or not, children need to know that people must work in arder te
garn money for a livelihood, Man has been working ever since Adam dis ohéyed and got kick ed
out of the Garden of Eden: Singe humankind still lives under that curse, every "ahle hody" kel
has to wark until retirement age at least; Mo matter how unimportart the job may = eem atthe
time, they must do the lrestthey can. After @ll, no one learrs more abouwt a preblem than the per
son at the bottom. God does not even judge by the muktitude of works perfarmed, but how well
thework that iz to be done is completed. \Whatewver one & to do, do itwell

Finally, on March 21, 1925, thousands of civil rights demons tratars, led by Dr. Martin Luther King,
Ji., began their third march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge from Selmato the state © apitel at
Montgomery to suppert African-Americars’ voling rights, Therefore, teach childrenfyoung aduls
~to wote! Demonstrators were beaten and killed ta pgain this constiutional right  for
Blacks, Registering & pgreat but paremts must encourage their children wote. Educate
them, Emulate it to them. Then ask churches, civic organizations, neighbors, ete to ako pid up
some of the lead. F everyone yelk from the treetop with every opporunity they have, children/
young aduls, and others will sventually get the message. Please da not allow them o give any
excuses. [fthey need aride, provide . f someone cannot getto the poll, maie sure they get an
alsentee ballol. Whatever must be done, people must be taught to vote a soon as they are
eighteen. Itis thelr constitutional fight. Therefore, they must exercke it

The eonwvers ation must continue. Keepteling the story, butmore importantly, be a part of provid
ing salutions to the stary,
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Stewardess Board Straight Talk

By Barbara Jehnson

Stewiardess Board Straight Tak will be a column each menth that will ad-
_tE.i-il:lITIE' of the fraditions and customs af the AME Church. The refer
ence wsed for this column &, A Giidelne for Sewamesses, Ordinary

b

Wom en Engaced in Edreordinary Work by Richard J. Parker,

he calendar for the Christian year & a means of teaching the events in
the |fe of C hrist and keeping therm before the people. Thereis a need for
@n orderty and balanced presentation of the Gospel story, and the teach
ngs of Christ, especially ta the children and youth,

e church calendar and the plan of the church year, with = seasonal
s, Scripture: readings, colors and symbok, provide a framework
through which the teachings of the church can be given in an erderly and
thythrmical manner, instead of being 1&ft to indwvidual impulse, During the
pear every part ofthe Christan faith & given due emphask,

Every event in the life of our Lerd s relived insuch away that it becomes
et aniby an event in histary, but a present reality,

Buring the different seasons of the Christan year we feel the entire con
gregation sheuld be aware of the messages and meaning which the ool
a5 and the seasonal symbels represent.  When the paraments are
ehanged from one color to another, t & not becawse of a "whim,” or "yen,”
to redecorate. They are- not used merely for their beauty and decarations,
ut to arouse in s & remembrance of sentiments and dspositions in
Eeeping with theseasen being cbsenved,

: ; : H Yaa
1. Advert— Purple) Season of expectancy, looking toward the coming of Christ: inecludes
thefour Sundays preceding Christmas Day.

2. Chrigtmastide—{ White] Zeason of Nativity; celebration of the birth of Christ, which in-
cludes Chrietmas Day, and the Wwo Sundays leading up to Epiphany, or Twelth Might {the 3" of
Januany),

3. Bpiphany—Green) Season of the Evangel, which celebrates our Loerd's outreach to the
Gentiles. Epiphany Day 5 the celebration of the presentation of gold, frankince rse and mytrh o
the Christ Child by the Three Wise Men, Four to nine Sundays are included in this season, de-
pending an the date of Easter.

4. Lermt—{Purple) Season of Penitence and Renewal, symbolized by aur Lard' s forky day wil-
derness wvigil in preparation far He ministry

5. BEastertide— White] Season of Resurrection, beginning with Easter Sunday and continu-
ing fifty days, the biblizal time betveenthe resurrection and the day of Pentecost.

g, Pertecost (or Trimity ) (R ed) Celeb rates the coming of the Haly Spiritto the apostles, fifty
days after the resurrection. This season includes Trintty Sunday, the fist Sunday atter the day of
Pentecost, and extends over eleventositteen Sundays, depending onthe date of Easter.

7, Kingdomtide— Green] Seasan of teaching, emphask, which begins with the last Sunday
inAugust and extending to fifteen or sidteen Sundays to the beginning of Advent.

M ext manth... Colers efthe Church
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we 1 Diagram of fhe
colorecial area

Figare 2! Colon Polyps

Health Comer

Colon Cancer: Dietary Risk Factors and Prevention
By Jenni®r Patterson, Ph.O.

Colon cancer & the third leading cause of deathin the W5, and affects owver 1 million people a
year, The Center for Disease Control (CDC)Y estimates that 50,830 people wil die from colon
cancer. Hotwvewver, 30% of these deaths could be prevented by regular screenings and diet and
lifestyle changes. Contrary to what people believe, according to the COC colon cancer & 80%
treatable if decovered early. Here aresome basic fack about colorectal cancer.

What i= colon cancer? Colarectal cancer, often referred to as celon cancer, occurs in the
colon (large intestine) or rectum (the area cannecting the ecolon to the anus) (Figure 1). Most ce
lon cancers develop first as colorectal polyps, which are abnormal growths inside the colen or
recturn that may later become cancerous (Figure 2).

What causes colon cancer? No one knows exactly the eause of colon cangcer. You cer-
tainly cannot catch it frorm a neighbol. Research has shown that people with certain risk factors
are maore kel to develop calon cancer?

What is a risktactor...and how da | know'if lam & risk® Arisk factoris a factor that in-
cieases one's chance of getting a disease. For colon cancer, rsk facters can be descoribed as
non-modifiable and madifiable. Non-modifiable risk factors include age, personal history of colon
gancer, personal history of colerectal polyps, pesonal history of IBS (inflammatory bowel dis-
ease), family history of colon cancer, ethnic background, and race, Age: Ower B0% of people
diagnosed are over S0 and vour chances of developing colon cancer increases after age 50.
Personal hisfory, K colon eancer has ogcured and completely remeved, you are still maore lke-
by to'develop cancers in other areas ofthe colon. Individuak with numerous and large pelyps are
atanincrease rish of developing colon cancer. Individual with a history of IBS (Crohn's desase

or ulcerative colite). Egmily Hisbory, Close relatves (parents, brothers, sisters, or children) of a
person with a histary of colon cancer are somewhat more. kel to develop this disease therm-
selves, especially ifthe relative had the cancer at a voung age. Approxirmately 15% of colon ean
cers are familial. Two majer conditiers caused by inherited genetic mutations are Herediary
Mor Polposis colorectal Cancer (HNPGC) and Familial Adenomatows Polyposis (FAPL Racef
Eipicity. African Americans have the highest colon cancer incidence and maorality in the US
compared to all other races. Modifiable factors include diet physical activity, ohesity {BMI,
smoking, alcohol intake, and diabetes. Table 1 further explains the relatiorship between risks
and these factors, butin general a diet high in animal fat, red meat; processed meat, and low in
fruits and vegetables, cerealigrain products, and beans will incre ase one's 15k of developing co-
lon eancel. The good news i that wwe ean control this, hence the word "modifiable.” Research

LT e o e I

Table 1. Dietary, Lifestve, amd Ofher Fackrs that May Mbdulake Colorechl Cancer
st
Increases Risk Decreases Risk
Energy intake Filer
“Total, saturated, and animal fat ‘wvegetablez and Tult
Fed meat Lalciurm
Protein ‘witarmin D
Sirmple sugars Artiosidant wiamins (A, C, E, and heta-
carotene)
Aol Selenium
Smoking Folate
Iran Fish oil (ermega-3 fatty acids)
Body mass indexs Physical activity
Hormmonal replacement therapy
Aspinin, nonsteridal arti-infammatory
drugs
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shows that T0-80% of colbmectal cancers
are disf-relzfed. This means thatthe prevern
tion can be dene through diet and lifestyle
modfication. Censuming a diet high in fiker,
vegetables and fruits, antioxidative witamins
(A, C, E), essential nutrients (falates calcium,
Witarnin [ and low saturated fat and simple
sugars will decrease yvour rishs of developing
colorectal canecer.

To summarze, below are & ways to reduce
the riek of developing cancer;

1. Choose a diet rich in a variety of plant-
based foods,

2. Eatplenty of wegetables and fruis.

3. Maintain a healthy weight and be physicak
ly active.

4. Drirk alcohol enly in moderation, i at all.
5. Selectfoods low infat and sat.

G. Prepare and store food safely.
And always remember ., .. Do notuse tobacco
in any form.

Farmore ifformation of colorectal cancer pre
wention and screening gote oo oo oy

Pl Mbiiisim Slitbineldut !.|..I:.|||.:=: [ lizpreiic
Lt oL t:.|"|l'| sl Dhakilion

[j-l-l—unnﬂ.-l- AT 5 . 1 gt gl

- Wik e oo e
Fourvder v Ty aned Kd Year Evakiviions

Diedy spnon— Ceomer stone Lavoyg Celeln stamy
D=l Paome O ooty Flaza
Sl 15-18, 0015

B s L Dawis , Saremnt Bishop
Arelis B Dave, Episcopal Supersisar

Technology Tip

By Ricarde \Williarms

Instaling & PG Had Diive

When maintaining @ PC for pesanal se, sever
althings can he dape an Youi ewnsuch as:ant
wvirus, badking up data, and installing new hard-
weare, Cine. of the-most commen thirgs that ocan
be done at heme & |retalling a hard dive. As
the PC use inereases, data will be added te the
hard drive whether it be pesonal data or o data
from things such a5 sofbwars and security . up:
dates: Ths arficle dEcusses steps to Install a
hiatd driveana peisanal PC.

rou Wil need a screwdriver, faur Screws, an
availlabile data eonnection an -available drive
bay and of courze the hard drive thal will be
installed. Before installing the drive, make sure
that no powel B connected to the machine
Mext, held the e In place with-the lah=| that
5 attached to the drive faoing upeard and
screw In two of the soreéws 1o the side nearest
vau. While the drive hias nat been serewied an
beth sides, chad the cablas that attach to the
drive td. make sure yoeu have snough l=ngth,
Crnee you  have gonfitmed that the cahbles are
leng enaugh, sontinue fooscrew in the remaining
screws on the oppositeside afthe drve,

Mext;'eannect the dats cable. Take & ooy atthe
end of the gable to makes sure you aie inseding
it praperhy Some POs are now built to net re-
guirg movement of the dable allowing only the
drive te be msarned.. Now that the dats ealle
ha= been eonnected, you can caonnect:the pove
gl cabie. Heawever, before You can use the
drive, parftions will have 1o ke created and for
matted. The hestway to dethis & by ireerting
wall. aperating system Installation ‘disk. and
staring up vour PG Aftar the disk s booted,
yeu should bedirested to 2 =etup aption to pre-
pare the drive far use. Once the formatiing has
been completed, you can/nowusethe dinve

Finalke, heap In mind that if. wau are net Using a
Mety drive, it B poessibilethatyou sould lose data

after formatting the drive, Yol should ahhays
store backiup eopies of data from youl hard
drive to a3 separate device forshuations such as
installing. & harel driee,
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Woman to Woman

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

This B NATIOMNAL WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH. It & a fime to reflect am the contributiors, sacri
fices and strengths of women. Singe my coaching platform revolves around " pushing past stuck,”
| weant to make this month's calumn a "callto action!” | want te encourage allwomen ta be interr
tignal about modeling the spirit of this manth by stepping out in BOLD WAYS ta SUPPORT and
L PLIET the wormen in our immediate worlds, and thos & we may come in contact with:

Sure 'she's' not akways on her '4' game, but neither are you. Yes, there are scandalous stories
about'her' that could be dug up and paraded around — bt truth be told, if two of the right people
zat dewn for a conversation about YOU, they could quickly excavate, connect dok and dis cover
details and stories about an incident or time in your Ife when you were less than your bestself.
Let-us DROP the hamsh judgment of other wormen we encounter and practice LEADRING WITH
LOWE. We have no idea what ittakes ANY WOMAN 16 be and 'de’ her. Pray and ask God for the
strength and wisdom to set aside any personal insecurities and inferiority complexes that push
women to compare and compete, throm shade and be dismissive.

Build up a woman, and when she is waking restored -- CELEERATE HER: BE EMPOWER EDR by
thevirtue of loving and edifying. WE ARE DYNAMIC AMD IMPRESSIVE BEINGS... we are CRE-
ATORS, NURTURERS, BOTH INTUITIVE AND WISE. Seek to restore-the best of what and whe
a waman is, rather than rub her face in her laws and fauls. LET US REMEMBERE OUR-PAST
BUT WRITE NEW HER=stary (history) FOR THEFUTURE.

We hope these characteristics, and accempanying verses, helpspur you on to be the kKind of
woman that God created you to bhe!

1. 5EEK GO0 FIRST: Reject the lie that anything ar amyone eke can satisfy you.

"But seslr frat Hiz ldngdom and He nghteowsness, and sl these thinge will be added to pow. 5o
do mod wory boutbom orow; for tom omow Wl care Brigelf, Eack day has encugh houbie of /e
onn. — Matthew 8:33-34

2, BPEAK FAITHFULLY: Love others with: godly wedom, boldness, and kindness as a faithful
completer of others.

She gpeng her mouth i wWesdom |, and the eacking of indness s on her brgue. — Proverds 3126
Other Scripture: Psalm 19:14, Preverbs 12:18, Proverbs 133, Proverks 18:13, Proverbhs 20015,
Proverks 226

3. 5HOW TRUE BEAUTY: Bodies deteriorate, persons dewvelop. Invest in that which lask.
Cham s deceifl and beawty is van, but 2 wowr an Who fears the LORD | she shall e praiced. —
Froverds 31:30

4. 2TAY HUMELE: Be constantly aware of 'pride and seffishness.” Do not think less of vourself
but thirk of yourself less

Do nothing from selffishness or empty conceit, but with humily of mind egad one anather as:
m ore impoviant than yowrselves do mot memrdy ook out for vour onn persond nterests, but also
forthe imterests of others. Have this-alitude in yowrselves which was alsoin Ghist Jesus. — Phi-
ligoiang 2:3-5

5. SERVE THE LORD: Setwyour mind en eternal things, serve the eternal King, live to please 'anly
Him.

“The one who loves their if2 loses it and the one who hates theirlife in Hvs world will keso itio
lite gtemal. If anryone serves We, they must Blow Me; and where | am | there My servant will be
also; if anyone servers lle, the Father will honorthem . " —Joln 12225828
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2015

April lesson reviews were written by Brother
Willie Sandifer. (1st, 3rd and <dth Sundays)
and.C laudnette Purifoy-Fears (2Znd Sunday)

April 5, 2015

Lesson Title: Fully &lwe!

Lesson Scripture: 1 Corimthiars 15:1-22
Frint 1 Cerinthians 15:1-11, 20-22

Devotional Songs; &7, #2T2 [, and #243 []
kBey Verse: "For & all die in Adam, s all will
he made alive in Christ" {1 Caorinthians
15:22),

This lessan looks fomward te our Lord's retum
and the accompanying resumection that =
guaranteed for all those who believe in Him.

The CGarinthian believers had initially accepted
Fauls message concerning Christ, including
His resurrection. But erfor had creptin, assernt-
ing that for Christians wha died, there was.na
resurrection, ne matter what the eae might
have been with Christ: Sa Paulfaund it neces-
sary to return to gospel basics to reveal this
inconsEtency,

Paul laid out the facts of the gospel fo prove it
& 3 messafe that does save. The death of
Ghrist was, in iself, not good news ., It seemed
a double tragedy because Hewas sinless and
undeserving of death. But it was good news
becauwse it was for humanity's sins. He hung
an the cross an behalf of allsinners and s ati-
fied the justice of a righteowus God. Mo mes-
sage can claim to be the gospel unless it pre-
sems Christs deagth as 'God's excheEive reme
ey far =in,

Paul took care to remind the Caorinthians that
this ‘had happened exactly as the Scriptures
had foretold, Mo one would question the fact
of Jesus' death, but the meaning of twas not
evident to all. This & where the testimony of
the Old Testament prophetie Scriptures was
essential. Thesame testimony was dlso ghven
conceming Jesus' resurrection.

April 12, 20158

Lessan Title! All We MNesd |s Lave

Lesson Scripture; 1 John 3:11-24

Print 1 John 3:11- 14

Devotional Songs: #4681 [, #251 [], and #2432
Hey Verse: "Forthis & the message you have
heard from the beginning, that we should love
one anather {1 John 3115

Love & more than a word. |t & a seffless and

self-giving action that shows the heart. Love &
what distinguishes the believer from the non-
believer. In this lesson John stresses the im-
portance of the dernorstration of proper atti
tude and leve as evidence of faith. We are
commanded to love ane another just as John
challenged the helievers in Ephesus to love
one another. Cur lowve of others does net guar-
antee that they will love us in return. dohn
equates a "lack of orfailing to" love as an ewvil
action that pleases Satan and not God, Such
as the hated that led Cain to kill Abel and led
to the death of Jesus. He warns the believerta
not ke surprised that in their quest to ermulate
zod that they will be hated and find those who
resist the teachings of Jesus. However, Jahn
challenges the heliever to not sway from the
miss ion,

John taught that love & sacrificial-Jesus gave
Hi life far us. Love & helping others thatare in
need. Love is an act or deed. Lowving others
has many benefits, It allows the believer to see
and experience the love of God. It can help
waur relationship grow stronget. It can ak o help
wou by providing assurance of vour own rela
tionship to God. Loving ethers B one evidence
of our salvationse i you routinely love others it
helps you . greww more confident in your own
relations hip with Christ That & what the phrase
inwerse 19 "t can ass ure our heart before Him"
means. The spposite side of that 5 eur hears
will aso condemn us 1 we don't love others,
Loving others can give yvou peace. Love in ac
tion gives us confidence,

Another benefit is that f we have a good rels
tionship with God and are fallewing Him, He
will answier our prayers when we pray to Him.
Eeing a C hristian &= not complicated, however it
E not easy. We have to believe God when
things arenot going how we would ke and we
cannet understand or see HE plan. We have ta
obey even when we would rather do it our own
way, We have to love others even when they
are unlovable and do not deserve it. 0 oing the
right tings won't happen naturally. Pray to
God far strength and grace, Resolve yourself to
do what is right even when it & difficult. And
then, justdo’it because that & love.

April 15, 2015

Le=sson Title: Belowed Child
Lessaon Scriptdre; 1 Johnsd -5
Frint 1 John €13 -5:5

Ve o g AR |
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2015

FL A gt Mo i )

Devotional Songs: #5990, #258[); and #243(]
Hey “erse: "Ewveryane whe believes that Je-
=us i the Child has been born of God and
everyone who loves the parent loves the
child" {1 John 5:1},

The emphasi in the lesson B that f we be-
lieve that Jesus came from God, we are to
lowe those in that community of fath. t & a
community of faith that is held tegether by the
common bond of trust in Jesus. We are called
to lowe the warld around us as God loved us
and reflectthe love that Jesus has for us.

John gave threg specific evidences of our con-
fident assurance of God's love. First, He said
we have the evidence of HE Spirit. The Spirit
ghies assurance to owr hearts by implanting
within us a new appetite for spirtual things, a
desire for prayer, a consciousness of new
standards of life, new hope, new joy, and new
ohbligations that please God

Second, we have the assurance because of
the evidence of eyewitnesses. John was the
last living - aposte of Christ and he was still
testifying that Jesus & the world's Saviour.

The third evidence of our assurance & our
own confession of faith. Te confess mears to
agree with God completely concerning the
deity of He Son, Jesus Christ, whom we ac
cept as Saviour. As a result ef awr salvation,
we are asured that God dwells in s andthat
wee chell in God.

The evidences of assurance lead ta owr cer-
tainty. We know by experience and believe by
faith Gods lowe for us. Our faith and experk
gnce are grounded in the realty that God &
lawein His natura,

April 26, 2015

Lesson Title: Fraud &lert

Lesson Scripture: 1 John 58-12, 18 - 20; 2
Jdehn

Print: 2 John

Tentative Devational Songs: 2450[; #2571 [
and #243

Hey Verse: "Be on your guard, so that vou de
not lose what we have worked far, but may
recenved afull resward” (2 John B),

Inthie lesson we study the important necessity
ofwatching out for decevers.

Accarding to Il Jahn 1:2, the love that believers
share & “for the truth's sai e that s, because

of t. The reason for Christian love & that the
truth tives in us. Becoming a Christian entaik
mare than adinoewledging the fack about
God's salvation. k:means making them part of
our life and experience, When the truth dwells
inus, tmades our character godlice

Cnee implanted in us, God's truth will remain
wiith us forever. This should strongly encourage
believers, for atthough fake teachers may de
part from the truth, the fruth will remain secure
inthe lives of true believers,

The balance between truth and leve B always
delicate.: Some bhecome sa zealous to defend

truth that they stifle the love that naturally flows
frem it. Others become sp obsessed with love

that they compramiee God's true message and
makie peace with error,

Christiars who encourage others ake encour
age thermzelves. Holding to God's commands
= challenging, but an obedient life will not go
unncticed or unrewarded by our Father.

Church School Book Club

March 2015
- DEcussion Bate: 21 March 2015
TO:O0 AN = 1130 A,

Meeperof My, Sowl, Keshia Daan, 20710

Rpril 2015 Discussion Date: 18 &pril 2015

10:00 AN, —11:30 A M.

Hsﬁfeeminy Waers: Vanessa Dave-Giriggs,
201

Brianna was tenwhen she first met tventy-five-
year-old David R, Ehepherd, a devout gospel
recarding artEt who would ultimately became
megastar King o Avid, and he |eft & lasting
impression. The next time they meet Brianna's
a-lanely young wife seeking solace in feligious
studies. Kings companienship offers Brianna
the deep emotional connection she longs for.
Butshe soon finds herself wrestling with gues-
tions of faith, fidelity, and forpiveness.

= Bmazan
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: S1. John AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

March 20, 205 Church Anniversary Concert, o 30p.m .

March 22, 2095 130eh Church A nniversary, 10:00am.
BighopJames L. Dawvis, Gues Preacher

March 30— Aprit 1,2045  Spang Fevival, The R everend Ban lole Alnbing, Revalisi,

G300 pm
Aol &, 2015 Maundy Thorsday Service, 6:30o.m .
Apnl 5, 2015 Resurrection Sunday

B am. Sunrise Service
200 am. Eazger Program
10:50 2.m  Worship Service

Aprnl 11, 2015 Women's Prayer Brealfast, 8:00 am.
Aprl 13,2015 ANE Connectionasl Day of Prayer
April 5-18, 2015 Minth District Mid-Winter Meating,

Damigl Payne Communify Plaza; Birmingham, Alabama

Apnl 25, 2015 Sowuth Birming ham Hunfsvile B essamer District Conferance,
Gaines Chape!, Anniston, Alsbama
INERNIG
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Pastor's Message

Dreams Resurrected
Jahn 20:1-18

On Good Friday, Mary Magdalene's dream died. Her dream of serving God by following Jesus
died. Her dieam of living her life in the light of Jesus died. Her dream of having an ongaing
earthly relationship with Jesus died. Her dream of seeing Jesus' reaction ta her Godly pursuits
digd. Her dream of learning mare frem the feet of Jesus died, When Good Friday ended, Mary
had no idea of how she could cantinue fulfilling her dream.

Pangr Faios D, Cleghom, P 0

Lef= give Mary credit; she never gave up an her dream, Ehe stayed by the cross until the very
end, The male disciples — the men —waked anvay (except for John). She watched her dream
get beat unmercifully —taken from eourthouse to courthouse — mocked — ridiculed — convicted
unjustly —sentenced to death —forced o carry its elwn instrument of tofdure — nalled to the cross
— pierced in the side — crovene d with- thorms — stipped of s garments (which became the ol
jects of gambling — and seemingly forsaken by God, Yet, her dream kept gasping for air. With
each gasp, it uttered forgiveness. With each gasp, it ultered the promie of paradie. With each
gasp, tcovered and connected loved ones, With each gasp, tstayed honest about disappoint-
ment. With gach gasp, it never lost s thirst for life. With each gasp, it proclaimed victory, With
gach.gasp, t remained unbroken in spirt dug to is submission to the hands of God. Mary
wiatched each gas p hoping that somehon life would reimeigorate her dream. Yet, her dream still
digd. Strangely, when some came to° put the final death klowto her dream, they found that the
dieam had given up its life. [t seemed that her dieam made a sacrifice of tselfl Manetheless,
her dream died,

To feelwe hawve never had a drearn can he disappoinfing and frustrating. To worts on a dream
that seenms to never come to pass can be infuriating and confusing. To have a dream that dies
can be devastating. If the dream dies because of a mistake we have made, we may be able to
understand. However, if the dream dies.in the process sf doing God's will, that death ean per
suade us 1o turn our backs on God. The dieciples ran away. They lock ed themsehes in their
hame for fear of the Jews (John 20:18). The death of a dream can corvinge us that the dream
wias never a dream at all{or atleast not God's dream for owur lives).

When we saw the video of that young Black manshot in the back by that police afficer in South
Carclina, many of us felt 3 dream die. When we pay taxes this menth and see that a host of
multimillion dollar corparations pay less (if amithing) than we do, mamy will feel a dream die,
When wamen with just as. much experience and hard work as men in their workplace get less
pay for the same job men perform, many see a dream die. When we see Presidert Obama at-
tempt to have merey on immigeant families through executive orders to temporarily stop current
irmmigr ation laves from being enforced snthem and that 28 states refuze to follow this executive
arder, many of us believe a dream dies. When some af us stand in diverce court, have to file
barkruptcy, watch our business go under, lose our job, experience near fatal hurt from. the hand
of & friend, o1 face our swn mistakes that turn our lives upside down, many feel a dream dies.

il o e 5)
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St. .Jnhn Proudly Celebrates

130" Church Anniversary

By Bndget.J. Flowd
Phetography by Damwin Washington

BishopJanes L Ei:u'Ii

Zt John approached the celebration of 120 years
of existence with great anticipation. The anniver
sary weddand beganwith awonderful coneert by
all chois and honenng membars who  have
served inwvarious capacities over their decades of
membership at 5t. Jehn, The 10 am, warship
service on Sunday, March 22, 2015 was out-
standing onsa many levels.

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Bishop for
the Minth Episcopal District of the AME Ghurch,
preached the anniversary sermon and haptzed
the daughter of Pastor Patrich and the Rewverend
Sheri Smith Claybam and sister of Patrick
"F2"y. The theme for the annivesary was
"Transformed Through Time...Envisioning the
Future." The o Chairs of the anniversary come
mittee were Mrs. Claudinette Purifoy- Fears and
M. Rufus Gilmaore I, The Mass Chair, directed

by Wir. Reginald Pearson, provided worship through seng and an exceptional medley for the ser-
manic selection, An effertory selection featuring a glerious duet by Ms. Sharen Hicks and M.

Walter Williams was truly ins pirational.

Acreverent liturgical dance by the 5t Jehn dance minis-

try set the tone for an uplifing, reflective, and praise-filled worship service, The annivesary lita
my weas wiritten by Dr. Lee Williams |l {swwho was one of the hoaporees during the cencerton Fri

"

Thié-Jomes family
makes a presentation.

AL vl e e 1)
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St. John Proudly Celebrates
130" Church Anniversary

By Bridget J. Flowd
Phetography by Damwin Washington

A et fenw eS|

daw).

St John members participated in the AME order of warship with the addition of the welcome and
pccasion, litany and "HERstory Moment' for women's month. The featured worman for this ser
vice was Mrs. Arelis Beevers Davis, the wife of Bishop Davis and Supervisor of the Wamen's
Missionary Society and Young People's Department of the Minth EpiEcopal District. A special
pift was . given to Mother Davis by way of Behop Davi.

lats . Hiclksand i, 'L“J'illi;!njiud in sEng.

Prior to the s ermon, the baptsm of Joya Diane Smith Claybom added another level of joy and
celebration fo the day The sweet spirit of Joya and the family and extendad family that em-
braced the commitment-to facilitate Joya's spiritual groath, exuded throughout the sanctuary.

Dr, Glaybarn introduced the preacher of the day, They each reflected on their relatiorship as
mertor-mentee as theyspok e to the congregation. Behop D avis preached from the text of Luke
5. 17 with encouragement to read the entire chapter. The =ermon was entitled "& God of
Strange Things." BEhop D avie noted that inthe teet Jesus was teaching as the Pharsees "werg
jet=itting”, noting thatin today's church sometimes attendees “just come and sit”. BEhop D&
vis indicated that irrthe text, Jesus saw the faith of the menwhe brought a paralyzed man to be
healed by Him. Mot enby was the man healed, but by their fath those who brought the man to
Jesus also received a blessing. The preacher of the day indicated that it is the resporsibility of
those in the church of today to have faith and others will'would be blessed, as in the ted, He
emphaszed the power ofthose inthe church, whether # & ever a history of 130 years orwith no
consideration of the time frame. He cautioned, "D on't blame the world”, while emphasizing that
"Power B with these in the church.”

Behop D avis furtherstated, "Jesus can take anything you have and make more of it...will take
and use your faih.” He returned to "the siters” in the textwho began to criticize Jesus for heal
img, inthat "they lest sight of the healing”., Jesus tald “the sitters™ that he gould in fact heal and
BEehop Davis reminded the congregants that "Jesus can heal ... give youwant you need”, Inthe
text, they ended by saying "Today we have seen strange things”, Behop D avis indicated that

AL e . e 4l
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St. Juhn Proudly Celebrates
130" Church Anniversary

By Bridget.J. Flowd
Phctography by Darw in Washington

b el et g 1)
today believers should be "glad
we serve a God who does
strange things". He gave s everal
biblical examples of “stange
things": The aged woman who
gave hirth, the parting of the Red
Sea, mannafrom heaven, a giant
slain by a pebhkle, surviving a
fierny furnace and a lion's den,
among many other examples.
~ He further noted, "If you have not
S found in 120 vears that God & a
zad of strange things, yeu
5 ) missed your lesson’. He hak-
Behop James L. Dave ened to the statemert of older
individials that God "may not
come when you want Him but He's akways right on time!”  He encouraged, "Start looking for
howe strange God B, God works in nysterious ways!”

| — -
ok Fnarsc-n'f:ads the I-.-1;|.f-' Ghair

L

EBishop Di\ls with the Claybom family F, E. Alen, Bishop Dasis and the Clavboms




=t. JohnAMEN April 2015 Fage 5

Pastor's Message

A nierrated o e

This Easter season, allow me to encourage those of you who feel that your dream has died,
The true essence of God's dream for our lives can never be destroved! For that dieam & rocted
in God's word and Gods word stands forever (lsaiah 40:2). Gods dream for us can stand the
test of time. Even our enemies can't destroy our God given dream, Mo weapon formed agairst it
can prosperl (lsaiah 5417, When they come fo devowur it, they will stumble and fall (Psalm
2,

| understand the counter argument. The dream digd. twas buried in a borrowed tomb. How can
anyonesaythat a true dream fram ol san't die?

The dream - the purpose - for our lives can never die because it reflects the invincibility of God.
Hewwever, something does die - the form of the drearm! When Jesus rises fram the dead, He has
a new form. The old form was gone - hence the empty tomb, & new form wa born. This ex
plains why Mary didn't recognize Jesus inifially. She thought Jesus was the gardener {John
20:15)

When the farm of the dream dies, our feelings will be hurt We get atached to the form, and
that's understandable. Death teaches us that form has finality., & farm maywaork well in a certain
Eeriud of our-lives, but that form's effectiveness may be limited to only that period. If we would

g openta the sacrifice of the farm of our dre am for the will of God, we will be surprised by the
resutts, There will he MEW UFE! Mew life shows up in a new form. When Jesus admonishes
Mary and commands her not to held ente Him {(dohn 2097}, He & teling her to let go of His old
farm and be apen to HiE new form. His new farm B not bound by humanity because He & as-
cending 1o Ged (John 20:17). His new form-caries a nan relatiors hip with-His follovers be-
cause He 5 now their spirtfkual brather "y Father and Your Father" - John 20:17), His new form
ts that of @ gardener, He & reclaiming the job that Adam and Eve once held! This simply means
that Jesus' new form symbolzes the reconnection of humanity back to God and the restoration
of Gods purpose - Gads dream - for humanity,

Even though the dream comes back in a8 new form, its still the same dream. When Jesus calks
Mary's name, she recognizes Him (dohn 20:18), We will knew that t's aur dream despite is
change inform hecause the voice of the dieam - the spirit of the dream - the heart of the dream
-the integrity of the dream - the love inthat dream - remaire recognizable, reliable, and power
ful.

flary's drearmn newer died - anly the form died. A new form emerged. Jesus tald her o go aned tell
the disciples what He sald (John 20:17) He commissioned her to be the first preacher of the
gospel. Shewent outand proclaimed that she had=zeen a resurnected Jesus (John20:18), Thi
was the new farm of Mary's dream - 0 be a gospel preacher. Waking with Jesus was good for
her. Watching Jesus was Informative to her. R eceiving a touch fram Jesus healed her, Serving
dlongside Jesus empowered her. That form vwwas good, but itwas limited. Mo her dreamtook a
newe form; her dream was resurrected, She was calledtospread the messape that Jesus lives,

Be encouraged s gters and brothers! It may s eem that your dream died as youwve strived to do
your best. Rest assured that onky the form died; the dream still lives! In resurrection, God &
hirthing a new form that will call youto a greater level ofservice, a greater level of exposure, and
a greater level of relationship with God. So, go badk to the place where you |eft that "dead"
dream, Look for the sigrs that the old form is gone. Be opento the new form - the new opporu
nities - the new people - the new ideas - that will arise. Follow the new commands that the new
forrm will demand. In 5a doing, vadll de-things, go places, and have experiences that others can't
imagine! Lke Mary, vou willsay "l have seen the Lord!" For your dreams will be resurrected!
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‘The Easter Program F’urfrays

“The True Meaning of Easter”
By Lydla Sshe Owens

Friarte the Easter Pregram, "Exzcellence” was the one ward used by the Program Directar Mary
Rarkin on what te expect of this year's Easter Program. In an interviews with Ms. Rankin after
the program, she stated that her intentions this year were two-fald: to provide athorough under

standing to the children of the real meaning of Easter and have it displayed throughout the recita-
tiore and to rermind the children to listen and be respectful of others as they recited their pars.

MISSION ACT OMPLISHED!

The Easter Program: began with two s sters; "Mary and Martha'' (portrayed by Marssa and Mar-
gan Owiens), in a debate on the meaning of Easter. One sister argued that because she was
dressed to a "tee” and her hair was on “flegk,” the program could begin, while the: other sister
attempted to explain that Easter was not about the clothes, e hair, and the makeup; it was ALL
ABOUT JESUS.

The opening prayer, scripture and introduction te the recitatiors were given by Marines Hill
The pragram was derwved from excerpts fiom M atthew 27-28:

The Soldiers Mool Jesus

The Crucifision of Jesus

The ODeah of Jesus

The Burial of Jesus

The Resurrection of Jesus

In addition, the skit An Easter Story may have muddied the waters for some; however Anrthany
Harbkin, Kennedy Cruteher and Patrick Claybern || {P2) were not fosled when the Easter Bunny
(portrayved by Karl Gullatte) arrived on the'scene.

Thefinale included a lessonfarthe young and the young at heart as Ms. Sherrill Humphrey held
clazs, Her lesson was short sweet, and to the point, and ended with 3 minstryin dance and the
entrance of Jesus bearing HE cross onthe road ta Calvary.

A il v g 7
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‘The Easter Program Purfrays

“The True Meaning of Easter”
By Lydla Sshe Owens

dC Mmoo Al

The St John AME Easter Ensemble then sang Vo Grealer Lowve.

dests went to Calvary to save a wralch, Fie yoo and m e;
that's love, thats ove

They hung Him high, they stietched Him wide. e hung Hishead, for me He died ]
thatz love, thats ove.

That's not how the story ends, Hwee days later He ose agam,
dhat's love, hatzlove.

Fastar Clayhormthen extended the Imeitation for these who had not accepted Jesus Christ =
Lord and Saviorte doso, recognized all parents, program paricipants and coordinators. The
program concluded with the C hildren's chair, Easter Ensemhle, and the congregatian =inging,
Lo You Are Good.
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sunrise Worship Service Held on Easter
By Charlsie Brooks

"He k& not here. He & Rizen" These thoughts were in the hears of the G:00
am Sunrse Service Worshippers as men, women, boys and girls gathered o
offer praise and tharks totheir Lord aned Saviar for the greatest pift ever given
to humarnkind,

After lifting volces in the opening song, "Prake Him," the service continued
with the Easter C all taWorship that ended with these lines:

Leader: Whe have you eame to Wors hip™?

Congregation; The Lord whe died on an ald rugged cross for our sins.
Leader: Who have vou cometo magnify?

Congregation: JESUS-whose name is above svery name-where every knee
must bow and tongue must confess that He is Lord,

Leader: The Lard B risen!

Congregation; He is risen ind eed! Alleluial

The service continued with the invecation, welcome of guesk, liturgical dance, and minstry
through music by the Mass Chair.

Pastor Clayborn read the morning scripture, John 23;1-18. The sermon topic was "Seeing the
Dream.” The electifying sermon began. He proclaimed that even though it s Resurrection Sun-
day, it & =till a prime opporunity to fulfill dreams. Canmtinuing the series on "Dream Building," he
started by stating "we all have dreams." He stated that people may not know what that dream is,
but there is a dream just for them. People fall into one of three categories concerning dream
building, either: (1)1 do nat know what the dream &, (2) | have a dieam and am working oncit, or
02| have adream but have put it away, ThiE can be hecause life happened and the dream was
deferred, maybe a person does not know who will help them, ar they cannot see the dream or
they just wait and do nothing. Dreamers "wak by fath" (2 Corinthians 57) and must "Write the
vigion, mahe itplain,”" (Habakkuy 2:2% The preacher further stated that many run before they see
the vision and mamy stand still, awaiting the s pirit of expectation. He reminded wershippers that
on Palm Sundaythey learned thata dreamwas a vision that God puts on their heart

Returning to the text, he noted that Mary saw her need. Her need had four gualities 1) help-self,
2y =hared, 3) sacrificial, and 4) meved by God (sacred). Mary saidshe needed to see Jesus even
though He was stuck in death--she needed to se2 Him. The preacher posed the question,
“What need & haunting you™ He arswered that the need should touch the passion and gave as
anexample that Mary was notsatsfied. Her passion moved her to find a way into the tomb. Pas-
tar Glayborn queried again "what drives your needs to put you in places others won't go@ The
congregation responded when Pastor said, "the driving passion of your need will have you UPF
when others are asleep!” He challenged the chureh when he asked "Do you go places or serve
when you do not get recognition, when your named & n't called or you may not get cre dit?'

He centinued fram the text "John stated they had finshed bural preparations and Mary didr't
have to go to the tomb, but Passion--it will carry you above and beyond duty." Marys need as
well as persons todayshould drive them above duties as it did far her. Thatkind of passion s not
measurable, Mary said to sther women with her, "l dortKnow where they have laid Hm!" She
warnted to share her passion. Lkewkse, persons should not keep their passion to themselwes, he
said. Mary did net stay home in her despair, He continued, "Our hut shouldn't hawe the lasi
words: Cancer, diabetes otherillnesses do not have the last word. Passion will strengthen yvou.”

Turning to the portign of the text that taked about Peter and John, he highlighted the fact that
although Jehn and Peter raced tothe tomhb, Peter went in, John lodied in, netherstayed, They
locked and left” Pastor Clayborn explained thatthey did notundestand, but could only see what
was on the surface, Mary did not leave, hut stood weeping. Her need was not met He further
stated that need can cause one to be desperate. She was able o endure. He then stated tears
can give unimagined stength that can be anointing, He briefly reminded worshippers of the

AL iR O ki JN)




st. John A ME N April 2015 Fage 3

Concert Eegins
130th Church Anniversary Celebration

By Bridget J. Flod
Photagraphy by Darwin Washington

St John proudly celebrated 130 years of exitence in Mareh of 2015, On Friday, March 20th, at
G:30 p.m., the celebration began with a concert featuring the choirs of St. Jehn. It was a special
program consisting of worship in song & well as giving special tribute to s everal 5t John mem-
bers who have given of their time and talent over the years —"Honoring Visioharies "

The theme was "Transfarmed Through Time, Emvisioning the Fu
ture,” The worship [eader, the Reverend Dennis Deloach, was a
highlight as he moved the program along with sentimentality and
humeor,. The program began with a meditation by WMrs. Charlsie
Brooks, followed a medley of songs fiom the Prake and Warship
Ensemhble. The Gospel Chair, directed by Wi, Cleveland Wilson,
follovwe d with two favartes, "God Mever Faik" and "vou've Been
So Faithful” The latter featured a special duet by Mr. Wikon and
his= daughter, Danita Wikon Jones, which was & sentimental fa
vorite and touching on so many levels.

The Fewersnd Dennis Deloach semes 1 Ne first "special presentations” were made te the Eeverend and
as worship leader, Mrs. Homer L MeCall; Mrs: Mildred Herefard; Mrs. Sarah Bell; M,
Homer MeGras; Mrs. ldell Merrell; M. James Jamar. This was
followed by the Voices in Praise (\WIP) Choir andthe Children's Chair. They were directed by M.
Reginald Pearson and hMrs: Mary Rankin, respectively. The WP Choirsang "Peace and Favar”
and “Watch God Move' and the Children's Cheir enthusiastically sang a wellrecebved rendition of

"Old Time Religion."

awarts hEII‘ﬁ pr-rrai:ﬂ’r_u.éfﬁ rurh.l:]rnar (EESE on 1=t Wt I-.-‘-.Hlﬂ:rfg:-':-pt-d by hl'q;
B i ] 5
. _l':. wirs Iviildred Hen i EE&L-#H!‘: nice Herg

en that Mr. Gilmore co-chaired the Anniversary Commit
lBe. Those present exhibited much enthusiasm for the
fonor and the return of the director for this concert.

The second set of "special presentations” were made to
astor surprises Mr. Gilgwors !"E““" asiard t-rs Br. and Mrs. Willie Glark; Dr. Lee Williams [} Mrs. Martha
; -ﬂ“ a5 [|||.._..:tr.j-nf|-|-||.-.i; ith; Mrs. Vanona Walan, Mi. Otha Owens. The Mass
L | Choir then performed three songs, the first featured Evan
"1 . gelist Elaine Tibbs-Rize in singing "You've Been So Good

L ehmbmbasa o e /I
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Concert Eegins
130th Church Anniversary Celebration

By Bridget J. Flod
Photagraphy by Damwin Washingtan
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|From et to Wght; vanana Viatan, Ota Gwehs and hartita amih are hendred r their serieey
* on the Steward Board i
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to Me” The cther selections were "All'in His Hands" and "l am Redeemed” Mr.
L Pearson directed the choir that & an exparsion of the farmer Sanctuary Chair,

; The semvice culminated with the invitation to ©hristan Decipleship by Pastar

| Claybarn, follewed by remaks and benediction. A& reception followed in e Fek

; 1 The concertivors hip insong wa a wondeful combination of the past and present

; 1 M with great expectatiors for the future. The musiciars augmented the service with
&Eﬂwggfam".ﬁrﬁfv_ Em o the quality-of talent- and reverence that continues to bless St John. Ms. Glaudi
i L | : nette Purifoy- Fears and Mr, Rufus Gilmare as well as the anniversary committee,
did an outstanding job in bringing & wonderful concert to those.in atte ndance.

Congratulations te the honorees! Many thanks for the decades of service &= part of'the 3t John
Familyl This was a great start of celebration for the annivers ary weekend.

Scenes from the Cheir Concert!
E

} ") “"? RN *
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"I"-he ﬁeverend Ak'inbinu'Returns
for Holy Week Revival 2015

By Medra MeDaniel
Photography by Darwin Washington

The Annual Hak Week Revival was held at 5t John en Monday-Wednesday, March 20-April 1,
2015, The Reversnd Bankaole Mcinkinu, pastor of Baptist Growve Baptist G hurch in Ralzigh, Marth
Carolina was the revivalet The Reverend Akinbinu & no stanger to St John, as he ha been
the revivalstin the past

The theme for this vear was "Catching Fire: Bithing and Reviving Your Dream.” Music was ren
dered by the Prase and Worship Ensemble, Woices in Prais e Cheir and ass C hair, Ministry in

dance was by the St John Dance Ministry and special guest, the NEEM& Dance Minkty,

i

] e Pz e and Worship Ensemble sings:

The Monday night message was centered on “going higher in godly confidenee” and entitled
"Made, not Manufactured.” The text was from Psalm 13:13-18. This text was a confirmation for
those who had been attending the Dream Building bible study series and had studied thie Psalm
forthe past two weeks, He began the message by emphasizing that God crested each peson
with @ unigque plan, He does not make mistaies; He makes miracles. He stated that same peo-
ple cannot approach Ife with the zeal that God would have because of jack of confidence to do
what God wants them to do. They should have confidence because God's grace B sufficient.
Feople must recognize that God made them; believers have a label "made by God” God putHis
signature on His people and hand erafted them forthe purpese He has for their lives, In conclud-
ing he reminded everyane that if they are still living, God has more chapters in their book and
thatthey must remember they are "fearfully and wonderfully made”

The powerful preaching continued on Tuesday night with @ message entitled “Let It Flow." The
tewt for this message was Ezekiel &47:1-12. The Reverend Akinkinu shared that Ezekiel was em
phasizing there i nothing lke the presence of God. The Israelites hecame too familiar and lost
all awe. This resulted intheir being in captivity; vet, the same God came back to restore His peo-

A bl O e J )
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"I"-he ﬁeverend Al-c'inbinu'R'eturns
for Holy Week Revival 2015

By Medra MeDaniel
Photography by Darwin Washington

L il Meaat e A

ple. Thie shows that no matter how much one faik, their sins do not put-therm beyond the reach
of God. He spoke of the plight of the Israelies from chapters 37-47 (from the valley of the dry
bones to restoration of the land and temple, to the vision of the holy waters) as badiground for
the serman.

The Reverend Akinbinu noted that the steam floves beyond the walls to the community, It s not
the people's resporsibility to produce the sheam of water because God & the source of this life-

giving wiater. People have o spend time with God to getthe life- giving water flowing and they are
responsible for letting the stream flow in the direction that & according to God's purpase. The
preacher continued by stating that God controls the depth of the stream, which sometimes takes
one out of their camfort zone, takes them deeperin Jesus andto places they have not been be-
fare, The angel of Godwas leading Ezekiel and God's mercywould not let hirm down: The hear-
ers of the preached word were told that for them there & ako |ife-giving water. As the water
brought life when it lewed into the Dead Sea, thrings life to the believer ifthey "let it flow.”

The sermon on the final night of revival was entitled "Mys teries in the Middle" with text from Mark
428-28. This message used the parables Jesus taught about seeds and the analogy of a waiting
farmer between the time of planting and harvesting to'show how to get through the "middle peri
" Ta emphasize the peint of the "middle peried” he began by pointing out thatthe parable in
the text is in the middle and lesser known of other parables in the chapter that are related to
seeds.

I ' The Reverend Acinbinu noted that during the middle period there are ques-
tiors an whether what was planted will produge and it & the period where
fthe planter hias the least amount of control, The preacher indicated that
“the struggle is to keep your hands off of what has been planted,” Hestat
ed thatthe same is true spiritually. The final point was that one should not
"pull up” too early for there will be a season of full grain if the harvester
waits on God.

St John was blessed to sit under the preaching of the ancinted man of
; Godfor these three (33 nights of Holy Week. Pleas & contact the media min-
The revivalel and Pastor Glaybom istry for recordings ofthe services,
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Support Requested for
2015 Crown of Glory
Competition

The Crown af Glory event & a
friendly esompetition  amang
members af the Women's Mis-
sionary Society (WME) in the
Minth Epkcopal District that
sewes as  the organization's
primary Cluadrennial fundrais er.

St John member, hrs. Mary
Peowers, will represent the Agnes Cooper &r-
ea, hrs. Powers B a member and past prest
dent of the Betty E. Derrick WME, past presi
dent of the Agnes L Cooper &rea WMS, and
a Life Member of the WS, M. Poxers will
compete in the “Crown of Life" category as
referenced in James 1012 The svent will be
held June &, 2015 at the Daniel Payne Com
munity Plaza in Birmingham, Alabama.

The St John WS rrembers ask for the sup
partef St John members toward this endeaw-
ar by purchasing an ad. The cost of ads are
as followes!
Full Page
Cluarter Page 35000 Patron

F100.00 Half Pape $7500
F2000

Camera ready acs should be esordinatsd
weith hs. Donnie Thampsen o s, Mary
Powers. The deadline for purchasing!
submitting ads is Sunday, April 28, 2015

Thark you in advance for your support!

AME Proud

EPISCOPAL
AVAILABLE

METHODIST
AME APP

THE -AFRICAN
CHURCH -HAS

The Offiice of the General Seoretary of the SWE
Church makes ANME AP P awilakle to AvlEs-and
gthers whe would like o download the &FP on

Apple-and Android devices, There is a ane-time
costof$1.88. hihe Ap are, simplytype in the
following in the search area; "SWJE Shurdh " Fol-
low the prompts o complete the download ofthe
4p P

Maundy
Thursday
Service Held

fbwibhat | poir Lopd ang Teacher, have washed
your feel, you also showd wash one anollers
feet. dobm 1344

T

ungdy
FILEFEC 3 !

The Holy Week celebraton continued at St
John on Thursday, April 2, with the Maundy
Thus day Service, The semvice was called to
order by the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn,
Prayer was offered by Sister Ashley Humplv
rey, The Praise and Warship Team led in the
celehration of praise throughsong, The Rew-
erend Smith Clayborn read scripture from
John 13:1-14

Pastor Clayborn shared how he came to the
decikion during praver and meditation te i
clude foot washing in the Maundy Thursday
Serviee, He stated that God reminded him of
what Jesus said in John 123149, To wash fest
requires. humility and love between the
saints. The practices Jesis instituted are
those that bind believers together. Washing
feet & st a symbol that represents one's
willingness to be secand.

The orderof service continued with attar call
for individual prayer and irstructions for the
footwashing portion of the service, Minsters
were first to have their feet washed, followed
by stewards, trustees, ministry leaders, mem-
bers, and stewardesses. After the foot
wias washed, prayer was offered for each
person. Many membes were blessed to par-
ticipate in this humbling service.
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Stewardess Board
Straight Talk

By Barhara Johnson

Stewardess Board Straight Tak |5 a8 eolumn
gach memth that will address same. of the tradi
tiors and customs of the AME Church. The
reference used for this column is, 4 Guwideline
for Stewanesses, Crdinary Women Sngaged
i Extiaovdinary Wok by Richard J. Parker.

Calors in the Church

Colat has always been used to dencte mean
ing ta life. Saothe use of varying colors in the
parament, (Atar cloths, Pulpit and Lectemn
scarves, and Clergy stoles) & an added means
of symbaolizing truths of God o the people. If
anly orne color is used, red or maroon is o be
preferred, with the addition of white for Hoby
Cammunion and perhaps, weddings. and festk
val days. The ideal preference would be to
use the full five colors @ follows:

Purple—which signifies royatty in the coming
ofthe King in the Advent Seasan; in penitence,
watching, sel-denial, and self-dicipline of
Lent

Gresn—which speaks to us of nature, growth,
and life: wsed for Epiphany and Kingdomitide
(Seasoms). (Epphany, always celebrated on
the 8" of January; it s symbaolic of the Wise

Men's appearance hefore the Christ Child, |

bringing gifis of gold, frankincense, and myirh)
the seasan may include & mary &= nine Sun
days, depending on the date of Easter.)

Fed—symbolzes blood, fire, and T hristian
zeal, used appropriately, for the Pentecost {or
sometimes called Trinity) Season. (Fenkoost
ie the day of celebralon of the bithday of the
Ghistian chamh , the com ngrof Be Holy Spint,
as ithe piom ised Comforder,)

Whige—the color that =ignifies "without spot ar
blemish,” adoms the Chancel on Easter Sun
day and during Easteride; on Trinty Sunday;
an All Saints Day, on Festival of Ghrist the
King. Day; en.Christmas Day and the first and
second Sundays after Christrinas; on the fist
Sunday after Epiphany Day; and inthe AME,
Chureh, on all Hely Communisn celebrations,

Bilacii—the color of mourning, used on Good
Friday and for funerals.

Nestmonth... The Chashian Flag

Soup Kitchen

The Stone
Was Rolled Away

"The stane was rolled away
fram the door notto permit
Chist to come out, but to
enable the DEgiples to go
in" - Peter Marshall

Thank you to the dedicated woluntesrs who
"go in" each third and fourth Tuescday of the
manth-to serve as wvessel of service to those
wha come to the doors,

St John's Seoup kichen Minktry workers “go
i’ ta pardicipate in the service of Christian
discipleship, rolling the stones away to feed
the hungry. They "ge in" to share their faith,
and to offer service and lowve. They "go in" to
give of themseles and offer service as fathful
followers of the Sawvior. They "go in” because
He cals His Disciples to serve and to share
the gift of the Resurrection. Please Join ther,
Disciples are needed!

"The Lord God has given me the tongue of
disciples, that | may know how to sustain the
weary one with a Word He awacens me

moarning by morning. He awakers my ear to
l=ten a= a D isciple” —Isaiah 50:4

Letyour dreatms bebigger
nyourfears, your
actions louder than your

words, and your faith

sEronger than your

eelings.
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Beauty Within Us

By Paulette Bargon

There is a commercial about @ man who
plants a row of hedges. It shows him labaring
ovel these bushes, vigorously Timming and
weatering them. Finally he sits in his frent yard
proudly admiring his very high hedges, Then
the camera zooms past the hedges to show a
wery coloful home, Wiewers realzed that the
"ugly house" was the reason that he grew the
hedges. What he failed to realize was the
beautiful vies of the landscape bevond that
hame:

Sometimes people do the same thing. They
are so focused an blodking or getting rid of
obstacles thatthey think are so ugly, or sarme-
one who they do not ke for some insignifk
cant reason, that they fail to see the beauty
within o that surrounds it We need to stap
letting that bad first impression keep us from
finding the good in someone. The real persan
inside may be a person of incredible be auty,

Matthew 7:2 says, "In this way you judge- oth-
ers, you will be judged.” To God, real beauby
comes from who a person is, not what they
ook |k e People are not to ke judgrmental, but
lowing, They are notto be suspicious, but ir
viting. Jesus did not reject the sinful Samari-
tan woman; instead He offered her "lving wa-
ter”

And besides, this writer thought that "ughy
howuse™in the commercial was cute.

"Oon b be concernad abowt the ouhivand beaw-
ty that depends on Gncy karstyles, expen-
sivejenenry, of beauiful clothes:. You showd
he tmown for the beawty that com ez flom
within, The unfading beauly of a gentle and
guwet st which is precious o God.”

i Peler 3:3-4

Technology Tip

By Ficarda Willams

Imernet Brovs =l Gleaning

Spring B the ssasan when peaple start spring
eleaning in many areas of the hame, whether it
be outside ar inside, Cne thing that mast pecple
forgetto keep eledn & thei peisonal comp uter's
intenet  lbrowser.  Heeplng  the computers
hrovsel clean oan be one of the mestimportant
tezks of safely keeping and imaintaining perzon-
al data.

Each time & welste & visited o1 infermation &
dowenloaded from the inteinet, there & data
d enta the maching. Here are some in-
ctions thatwill helptaheep a elean eache of
data an the machineg antwae of the mest papula
browsers, |nternel  Explorer and Google
Chrame

For |ptemet Explerer tsem, thee'isa Toolsec
than 'In “the menud bar of the brolser Onee
click ed, there = an option tHed Infernet Options
Cnhee the Intemet  Cptiers screen  has | ap-
peared, there are options avallable that relatz o
ciche being storéd on the computei. The op
tiore available will be DelsEte Cookles, Delete
Files- and  Clear Hiswmry, By -elidking sach of
these buttons - stored 'eache and history of pag-
g5 vis fted from the computet will ke remeved.

When using Google Shrome, theré wil be an
tean o the far right near the ebreent URL that &
open. After clicking the ieon, there will b2 a s&k
fings eptiore availakle far selection. Fram the
seftinpgs option, the advance settings option will
appear, Clide the advanced settings option and
therz will be & elear bréwse) boten B elear
brovesing history, dosnload history, eachad ime
agesffiles, form data and passivords

[t'= aways-a good idea toleep the browser
histary and eaehe clean. Keeping cache on the
computer allows another persen access io
things such & user name:and passwords: to
accounts recently accessed via the interngt
There ate several toak that will help with keep-
ing the brawessr clean, butthe suggestians in
this attiele are manual ways af dalng sa,




=t. JohnAMEN April 2015 Fage 1&

AME Churches in the State of Alabama
9" Episcopal District

February 15 - May 16, 2015
I Dare You

With Your Time * With Your Treasure * With Your Commitment

Principles of Stewardship

James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Arelis B, Davis, WMS Supervisor

Faor more about "l Dare You," please cont act any member of the Stevard Board.
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The Benefits of Pushing Pause

By Janstte R. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

My client, wwhom | will eall’ Tem' ean be a'hot head' He reacts more than he responds. He i sure
that every feeling he has & divinely atuned and unfortunately, it & abways an indication of how
peaple, s tuations and things are 'weking agairst him," or not woking to his favor. He s abvays
wiaiting for 'the other shoe to drop,' 5o to'speak, There are several reasors that Tam has become
a bitguarded and fearful- butthe lesson lwant to focus on for this month's article is an Esue we
all must learn: Howe to Pus h Pause. While preparing for myweekly radio segment| came up with
atop ten list for WHY we should weik to push pause in aur day-to-day living, but befare | share
that, | want to share an excerpt of an interesting hrochure, Geaed toward feans) shared by the
Scholastic Corpaoration. It explairs why pushing palse is biologically beneficial.

Mozt people have said something that they wish they cowld tale back. And ifthey had
paised o think abold # first they probably would kave acted differenty. Pushing pause
doesnt oy pay off when you speak. Soientific studies have shown that matmmg 3 habi
of palbsing belbre you do sosr ething can aciraly Fave a Sy w pact on Fow your e
turns ot

in making decisions we ely on o areas of the brain:
1 &he limbic spstem which creater and procegses emobions, and
.2)the prefontal cortex: whick governs logical thougi,

The type of decigion, how we feel about #, and how prepaed we are o handle it helos
determine whick brain area has the most mflience.

But cair age a0 plays an impodant mle Thinkdng Hhrowgh the conmeguences of one s
actionsis actualy harder for- leens because the prefronlal codex is not fudly developed
urdd amound age 25,

S, train your bram.

The key o mating mowlsivity work for you—nstead of against you—is to @i your
brain by practicing pausing. This doesn b mean you stop taling nisks or befng open o
new expenences. But you wan tHimow ifthe tsh is workh itumi you thnk i throwgh.

Interesting En't it? Thie article explains quite a bit if you are raking teers! The ‘other tuth &
"pushing pawse’ & the oubward sign of a belisver operating ane of the fruis of the spirt—t=mper-
ance. The word "temperance” literally rmeans "selt contral" (Srongs HebewGreel Lexicon), We
can all enjoy more of the life rewards that come with high levels of sel-contral, | pray this list of-
fers inspiration.

Why Press Pauseg?

1. Being thoughtful and proactive & more powerful than being reactionary and out of contral.
2.0ur base-level selves usually zhow up first through our 'fight or flight' resporse tendencies,

3. There s akvays & 60-50 chance your peréeption about what 5 happening & off or distorted
through your own fiters.

4, Reacting before thinking leads to having to clean up more messes then most of us want to
have to endure,

5, Pushing pause gives you time to slow yeur Brain down and engage more semses on your be-
half: including discernment.

W enmtderaeed oo e J)
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The Benefits of Pushing

Pause

ALl deivemd v g J O

&, We better model love and sharacter thraugh
our initial responses, though taking ownership
over mistdies and mishaps & also a valuable
witness.

7. Dur meed to be rght can leadto being right,
but handling itwrong.

2. Liwing In a warvegdy stz & tring and
stressful. Let your guard defenses down, stop
expecting people to wrong you, stop expecting
to have to do bhatle — taie wour hand off ef the
"hill" buttan,

8. Pushing pause & NOT asign efweakness.

10. Love: conguers all. Even tough lowve must
be administered with wis dom which often does
not happen when we aet first and think sec-

andhy,

ContactJanetts atwvanww L BeEmpowered.com

Pastor Preaching at CEC

Pastar Clayborm will be the preacher for the
closing service of the Connectional Annual
Ministries In Ghristian Education Training!
Flanning Meeting in Mashville, Tennessee.

Chedi with the church affice for more detaik

and tosign uptoride the church bus,

Be prayerful for ths serice and for the
preacher.

Online Giving is Easy!

COpline contribufions may be made to S5t John
by wing your PayPal account. Within PayPal,
send denatiors direclly to St John at e-rmail
address stiohnamehi@acl.com.  Select the
option-to trarsfer from yeur bank-
ing account or PayP al balance and [w] =k W]
specify donatefriends and farmily. o
Cinline giving is easy!

[=]

Serving The Servers
By Bridget Floyd

The 5t John AMEMewsletter (AMEN) Staff
members are privieged to sporsor @ Taste
Tea each December, and ta receive assi-
tanee from the 3t John family in 58 many
ways: Each year members afthe Young Peo-
ple's Bepartment (YPDR) are the servers fo
the Taste Tea. They are greatly appreciated
In orderto express this.in a tangible way, the
AMEN ztaff members were able to "serve the
servers” on Sunday, March 15", 2015.

The menu consisted of lasagna, garlic bread,
veggies and dip, garlic bread, apple dump
lings, cookies, brownies, ice ecream and
puneh, Itwas a pleasure o show appreciation
for their wilingness ta help.

Thank you YPL!

sunrise Service

Flrama el e e I
mother who used that kind of strength when
she mowved a carto save her child.

Pastor Clayborn stated that Jesus allowed
John and Peter to go home so that Mands
strength would grow, God alowed her fo loock
again. "Courage,” he said, "will allow vou to
ook again” Courage, Dr. Clayborn explained,
does notmean absence of fear. Passion, need
and strength will stir up gifts. When Many
lopked again, =he saw two anpgek. When
dieams are fulfiled people are able to see
things others dofcannot see. Mary would not
leave untilshe could see Jesus' body, yetshe
received much more. Pastor Clayborn stated
that Mary was now commissioned to be the
fist preacher of the Gospel, a5 she shared
with the disciples, "l have seenJesus”

It may be different, but God will promote and
give each person what they need; more
strength; more vislons. Just ke Mary, He will
give thern what they need and they must give
Him honar and prake,
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2015

hay lesson reviews were wiitten by Broather
Kenneth Parham,

May 3, 2015

Lesson Title: Let's Work Togst her
Lessaon Scripture: 3.Jdahn

Primt: 3 Jahn

Cevetiona Songs: #525, #2272, and #2493
Hey Verse: " Therefore we oughttosupport

such people, so that we may become co
weotk ers with the trath” (3 John 8),

Bazed on one's Christan wald, they under-
stand that the greatest amongst them & the
least andths is demenstated threugh faithful
senvice. This lesson highlights the theme of
faithfulniess and service. Apostle John wrote
to Gaius to ket Gaius know of how proud he
was aof hirn. John had received reports from
fellon followers of Christ whe had visited the
town inwhich Gaius resided. The repors were
positive in that they indicated that Gaius
waked in truth and performed unending ack
of generosity and hos pitality, The reporks indk
cated endless expenditure of time, energy and
money 1o those traveling through his commw
nity. It wasknown thatthe follewers of C hrist,
who were on a mission io spread the Word
iwere to take neither food nor money on their
Jjourney. They were to rely on the generosity
of the peaple with whom they came in contact.

John encouraged Gaius by comparing Zaius
lowe for cthers with the acts displayed by Di
otrephes. |t was noted that Distrephes was a
self-appointed leader of the church in the re-
gion where Gaius resided, John indicated that
although Diotrephes declared to be a follaweer
of the truth indeed he was the exact opposite
and that Diotrephes went to the extreme of
throwing members out of the church f they
practiced fallowing the truth and showing hos-
pitality to these passing through their commu-

nity.

John left Gaius with encouragement oy hold-
ing up another follower of the truth. H e indicat
ed that there was one named Demetrivs wha
wiaked intruth also.

Way 10, 2015

Lessaon Title: Unity in Diversity

Lesson Scripture: 1 Carinthians 12:1-11
Prmt: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Dewotiona Songs: #77,#251, and #2243
Key Yerse: "To each & given the manifesta-

tion of the Spirt for the commen good” (1 Co-
rinthians 12:7)

Inthis lesson, Paul dis cussed the spiritual gifts
and their importance. He indicated in his |etter
that God had appainted the Haly Spirt to dis-
tribute spiritual gifts. as the Hely Spint deeme:d
appropriate. The spiritual gifts noted were man-
ifes tation of the spint, the uterance of wisdom,
the utterance of k nowledge, faith, gifts of heakt
ing, woking of rmiracles, prophecy, dscermr
ment of spirts, abilty to speak in warious
tongues, and the ability to interpret warious
tongues.

Paul indicated that the various. gifs {given inde
vidually) were distributed to benefit the whole
church — given to be putinto serdice as "onein
the Spirt" to huild Gods Kingdom.

May 17, 2015

Lesson Title; The Sum is Greae Than ks
Pats

Le=zon Scripture: 1 Carinthians 12:12-31
Prirt: 1 Corinthians 12:14- 31

Dewtional Songs: 8364 412, and #2443
KHey “erse: "Inthe one Spirit we were all bap
tized imo one body —Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free — and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit” (1 Cerinthians 12:13).

Paul continued to dscuss the theme of unity
from the previous lesson. He explained why
persons may have different talents, yet they
are all one in God. He used the hurman body
a an analogy to discuss the theme of being
one body of many parts and the importance of
each member.

Faul indigated that all parts of the human body
were special and had a purpose. He ako inde
cated that no body part s meore important than
the ather. He indicated that seme hody parns
are more wvulnerable than others and need
greater protection in terms of respact and hore
or.

Paul ake touched on the stucture of the
church indicating that God first appeinted apos-
tles, next praphes, next teachers, next deeds
of power, next healers, next givers of service,
next those With leadership abilties and finally
those with the ahilty of warious kinds of
tongues. It is the reviewers opinion that Paul
was indicating that even within a structured

A rerivrarnd i o 0
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2015

A walraial JFoe e TN

enviranment each gt is special and stives
far inelusion inte the greater gift —the glorifica-
fion of God.

hay 24 2015

Les=san Title: From Nonsenseta Sensse
Lesson Scripture: Asts 2:1-21; 1 Corinthians
14:1-25

Frint: Acts 2:1-7, 12: 1 Corinthians 1413-18
Tentaive Dewvotiona Songs: #07, #258; and
#2243

Hey “Yerse: "What should | do then™ | will pray
with the spirt, but | will pray with the mind ak
so; | Wwill sing praise with the spirit, but | will
sing praise with the mind ak " (1 Sorinthians
13:15)

Acte 2 documents the events that oceurred on
the day of Fentecost where Jesus promised to
send the diciples a comforter upon His depar-
ture fram their midst. ©On the day a noted,
the upper roomwas filled with the power of the
Haoly Spirit & evidenced through the deciple's
ability to speak in different languages. And
wwhen the crowd heard the warious languages
and noted that the disciples could be under
stood, the crowd was astonshed.

This provides the backdrop for hew tengues
and different languages were used in wors hip
God sent the Holy Spirt there so that Jewish
leaders would see Hie powerto cormmunicate
using what they would consider to be low sta
s people (Galleans). The Corinthians text
shares howethe gift of tongues may be proper
by used during warship, Paul reaffirms the im
portanee of this git but cautions its overuse,
Apestle Paul makes clear that without the ben
eft of a spirtual tanslator, speaking in
tongues could hinder s pirtual growth. Though
some may speak in tongues in their private
worship and praise, the use of this gitt in public
wers hip without an interpreter enly benefits the
speaker and not the masses. When the: gift of
tongues is used prophetically, praper protocal,
according t¢ Paul, would be for an interpreter
to translate the message, (Insome cases, the
spedier B ako gifted to interpret the mes-
sage ) f aninterpreter 5 absent the prophecy
gan't be understood because of the language
barrier, The interpreter allows B to avoid pos-
sible confusian, Proverks reminds us that in
all things we should get an understanding.
Confusion is not of God.

May 31, 20156

Lessan Title: Lowe Newver Ends

Lessan Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13

Primt: 1 Carinthians 13

Tentati ve Dewvationad Songs: #4871 #1941
and #243

Hey Verse: "Mow faith, hope, and love abide,
thesethree; andthe greatest of these &
leve' (1 Carinthians 1313,

In reflecting on Pauls summation of the trait
that makes one Christ: ke, the reviewer & re
minded of wvarious scriptural passages that
characterze lowve as being the: greatest power
that ane can possess to withstand all trials that
may come their way,

The follewing are some examples that support
werses discussed by Paul The list noted be
lowe &5 pnly @ sampling of the verses expounded
an by Paulin defining the concept of love.

Jdesus’ parable of the rich man who has lived a
righteous Iife and asks what eke must he doto
gain salvation. It appears svident that the rich
man loved status and possessions more than
he lowed his fellow man, (Mark 10;17-21)

God's =teadfast patience (out of love) was evi
dent in dealing with the |sraeltes (Book of
Judges), Time after time God's love was so
ewident in accepting the |sraelite’s repentance
during periods of captivity for turning away
fram God inwors hipping idol gods and acce pt-
ing the lifestyle of their captors.

Cne of Jesus' greatest acts was the love Cor
compassion) shown to both Mary and Martha
in dealing with the death of Lazarus. Jesus
wis so rmoved that He wept: And te demore
strate that love believes all things, Jesus called
Lazarus from the grave to life.

And o sum up Paul's conclusion that out of the
three pgreatest virtues (fath, hope and love,
with lowe being the greatest), the reviewer &
reminded of the Hebrew men in the fiery fur-
nace. They demanstrated theirfaith by staying
committed to their God while serving a foreign
king, they demonstrated hope by knowing that
their God would save them from their present
situation (bound and thrawn into the fire) and
their love for their God was evident in their
statement that if they perizshed, they did not
fear amy idal gods orimages. God's love en
dures forewver,
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: S1. John AME Church
US| 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax Eermit R 20

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com
Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong
[E3:E | The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
M.,;._:é Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor
4 The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder
The Reverend Dodor Patrick Claybaorn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Aprl B-18, 2015 Wingy District Mid-Winter Meefing;
Darial Payne Community Plaza, Birmmingham, Alabama

Aprl 24,2015 Women OF Worth: Women’s Fellowship—
Dream Builders, Power fo Change (Gom )

Aol 25, 2015 Sowufh Birming ham Hunfswile B essamer District Canforancs,
Saimes Chaped, Annisfon, Alabama

Mapd, 2045 AAMU Fownder's Day Worshio, 8:00 & m.

May 10, 2015 Maother's Day

May 15, 2015 Women of Wordh Walch Paty, 600 o m,

Drezm Builders, PFower to Change

May 16, 2015 Closing Session of Conneciional Chrisian Bfvcefion Congress,
Pastor Patrick Clayborn, Gu esf Preacher,
Nashvilte, Tennesses

May 17, 2015 Women's Day, 10 a.m. worship service

May 24, 2015 Fentecost

I BNICG May 31, 2015 1000 2. m, worship seriice
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Pastor's Message

Women of Worth - WO'W

Genesis 1:27-31

WOMEN HAWE WORTH!
WOMEN HAWE GREAT WORTH!I

WOMEN HAVE EXTRADRBINARY WORTHIN

Pagisr Fainos O Tlygbom, Pa O

Far too often, women are deemed unworthy based on standards that have nothing te da with
Gods concept of womanhood! The standards of the world do NOT appk!!! Far too often, wom
enwill dscount themsebves because of these erroneous standards in:

Fasz hion { petitefl avlessistik ing festures are anly to be considered attractive)

Woak (having te resemble menin arder to getclosetasame pay)

Family{have to be dogilefmaid-lke/daormatts gain status)

Religion (silentsubmission and unquestioning faithfulness to be worthy of the k ingdom}.

We zee this especially in religion — with the idea that aur righteaus is Ike fithy rags in Gaod's
sight{Eaiah 648, Women are taught to see themselves a unworthy, Our worthiness! right-
eousness has nothing to do with the valuefworth that God sees in us. The idea that our right-
eowsness & ke filtlhy rags in God's sight & a two-fold idea;
1. When we cornpare ourselves to God, there s a large gap between our righte susness . and
ods rightecusness, Hence, the idea of filthy rags reminds s of our place in the untk
VESE.
2. When we s ay that our righteousness & lke filthy rags in God's sight, it & meantto hum-
hle s inte @ mindset that says, "l won't boast abow my rightecusness because |'still
have TOMS of room for growth!”

Unfartunately, in many churches, we have pervered that message at the expense of women.
Some churches do notwant women as preachers or pastors. Some will not accept women in
any leadership role. Some will takke all ef their money but give no avenue for true spiritual re-
newal. And, they abuse the scriptures in orderto do so; "Women keep silent in church” (1 Cor,
14234%; "The woman i wediervessel" {1 Peter 37); "Eve commmitted fist sin and caused Adam
toosin’ (Genesis 3:12); "The man & the head of the woman” {1 Cor. 113} andso many others,

Howewver, God declares that wormen have worth! That worth cemes from almighty GodlIn Gen-
esis 127-31, God created woman. Just as the value of a painting is determined by the great
ness of the painter, the worth of woeman & determined by the greatness of God, Since God &
great and greatly to be praged, woman has GREAT warth! In addition to creating worman, God
hlessed the woarman with ability and purpese —to be fruitful, mukiply, and supervise the earth. In
so doing, the woman s ke God, After creating and blessing the woman, Ged declares thatthe
woman (along with all creation) 5 GO0R This word "good” — used in Genesis 1:31 — & the
same word in Hebrew that we find in Psalm 100:5: "Forthe Lord is GOC0.. " Again, the wom-

A ewnerisil v e T)
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A Mother's Day Reflection

By The Rewerend Sher 0. Smith Claybom

To ke @ mother i to be & stetvard over one of the greatest blessings one can receive., God's
children.  Mothering 5 a humbling privilege. and | am grateful to have mothers and those with a
mothering spiritin my life. | wantto take this opportunity te first horer my mether, Cassandra
Dianne Jones Smith who is the greatest mother on this side of heaven. The sacrfices she has
made & a mother and the love she exudes & she does it & nothing short of miraculous, | am
blessed that my mother alka had a loving mather, 56 she did net have to start from scratch in
raising me (and mysiblings ). She had been enveloped in a foundation of leve, eare, and respon-
zibilty. | am reaping the harvest of my mother and those motherswho prayed for me and contin-
uetodaso. Forthis, | am thankful

| honor other methers, kiological and swrrogate. | am glad to know some avesome mothers, |
continue to keep my eyves and spirit open so that | may continue to learn from other maothers. .y
sigters. An openness to lzaming and sharing B absalutely necessary in mothering and rasing
children. None of us can do it en our own, Aarwas teverinthe planforus to do it en our own.

lam.a proud mother of two biolegical children, They are lowe personified. | truly believe younger
children are not only less tainted by the world, but ako display an unconditional lowve of God. Foi
eight years | have hadthe privilege of mothering ason and a 18 menth old daughter as well. The
Journey to mothering weas seemingly long and interesting- filled with |laughter and tears, a journey
from wvhich | have chosento learn, and gresw. Please allow me to share with you just a small por-
tion of my journey...

February 20, 2007, | birthed Patrick Claybarn, || (P2) into this woerld. This experience truly left me
speechless. | did not have wiords that could adequately convey the |level of grace | had received
frorm Almighty God. | still don't feel | have adequate words to describe God's goodness pack aged
and delivered through me. Thiz was the blessing for which my hisband and | had prayed, et |
was filled with anxious antlcipation. “ou see, we thought we would have this privilege twe years
before, but that pregnancy endedin a miscarriage. While that was a very difficulttime, one ofthe
things it showed me... | had a strong dexire to be a mother. Before that moment | was notsure,
Soeven through the hur, | chose to embrace the knowledge | believe God had revealed to me. |
tried 1o rest in knewing that the desire wasn't mine alone, but ene that had been revealed by
God. This was exciting, butthe uncerainty of it all was ovenvhelming. God blessed and P2 was
bom...a dieam realized. Watching him grow and mature & amazing. He k& loving, intelligent
and gifted. Inhis own way, he & very opento the move of Godinhi e, Do not get me wrang,
even with all ef that, he & still an 8 vear elel boy. Evenforthie, | am preud! He s leaming tebal-
ance life with God asthe Center.

February 2012 was another rough time in the life of this mother...in the life of our famiky, We
were just getting situated in Huntville, Alabama. My husband was the newly appointed pastor of
5t John AMEC ... an exciting time filled with unce tainty and newness. | found out | was pregnant
shortly after we arrived. | was so exeited. .. another prayer answered, only to experience braken
ness again. On Walenting's Day 2012, another miecarriage. While extremely tharkful for hew
God had already blessed, | still had a heawy heart | did my bestto lve what | teach and preach,
and that was difficult. | kept my hand in God's hand and | believed God would mak e a way for
the dezire, | believed, He had placed in my heart:

Jdanuary 2014 .what a wiay to bring in the naw year.. . JOYA tothe world, God did # again!. God
allowed me to experience the manifestation of wwhat | believe God had promised. The birth of a
little girk a blessing. | am prvilegedto be a mothering steward over the blessings that belong to
God. To see and be wed in God's promise living, moving and blessing still leaves me with
wards of thanksgiving thatseem Inadequate:

| just wanted to share with you a small portion of my journey and what was on my heart this
Mothers Day. To those wha have a mothering spirt and are waiting on yaur turn.., Trust in the
Lovd with all your heart Lean not on your own understandng. In all your waye achinowledye God
and God will direct your paths . | cannot promise yau that on your jourmey things will abkvays turn

AL damiAEn v et A
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Pastor's Message
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anis lke God!

Therefore, when the serpent tries to convince Bve that eating the forbidden frut will make her
ke God, the serpent & implying thatshe i MOT like God. Eventhough God elearly made the
worman in God's image, the serpent attempts to persuade her that she 5 notlke God, So much
of what women have to face daily are serpents who attempt brainwash them into believing that
theyare not lke God, Theyface insecure men, sexist workplaces, misogynistic family memhbers,
condemning church goers, and perhaps self-sabotaging thirking

Wormen— hear this: You are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 132:1, You are sa loved
that Zod gave God's best far you (Jdahn 3:18% You are Spiritfilled, ancinted, called, chesen,
equipped, beautiful, intelligent, creative, innovative, strong, fierce, courageous, loving, nurturing,
helpful, and God's heir! ‘

Women, you are Wamen of Warth — WO
Women of Warth are Wa men of ...

Waord ---- Wisdom ---- Waork ---- Wonder ---- Wellness ---- Wholeness ---- Witness ----
Will ---- War mth ---- Wealth [spintual ).

They may have Wounds, but they areWinning (attitude), Womansh, Withy (flexible and tough),
Witting Cawvare f conscious /intended), Warriors, Wakeful {vigilant), Wirnb le {activeinimbe),
Wanted, W elooming, Weird {in a good way), Wors hippers, and Whatever Praisers!

This & why we give God praise forwomen!l!! They are Women of Warth --- WO

This manth, 5t. John celebrates women as Wamen of Waorth. We thank Gaod for all mathers
(biological meams, auntes, older s sters who acted a5 mothers, grandmethers, great grand moth-
ers, big mommas, nanas, ma deas, God mothers, God grandmothers, foster moms, adoptive
mams, surrogate mams, play moms, spirtual mams) & we honor them on Mother's Bay. We
a0 celebrate Wemen's Day this moanth as we [ift up WOW Dream Builders with the Power to
Change! We even changed our format for worship and how the word will be proclaimed! Be sure
to keep all of ourwomen |ifted in prayer as they partake in all afthe wormen's events this month.
We are praying that they become empowered as Women of Worth and that they will form hoby
partrers hips with ether Wormen of Worth.

= ir
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Women's Prayer Breakfast

Dream Builders: The Power to Change
Fraise, Prayer and Practical Foints of Powser
By Barkara Jahnson

The atmosphere was set for change on Saturday, Aprl 11, 2015 at the D oubletree Suites confer
gnce ream. The takles were elaborately |ayered with a bounty of heautifully appointed center-
pieces; each one filled to capacity with heavenly blue and white hydran-
geas and blush, pink roses. The centerpieces set atop awispy, organza,
table covering of shimmering blue. Each centerpiece held a distinctve
glittering affirrmation regarding dre am poss ibilities.

After all were seated, the R everend Sherl Smith Clayborn, llke the village
Griot, called the gathering to erder. Siter Shannon Lott welcomed not
| only the 5t John sisters, but those visifing siters from other churches.
Sister Janette Smith blessed the gathering with an inspirational prayer of
prake followed by Sister Ternplena Stanley’s hearffelt and moving ren-
dering of the poem, in the Valey ! Grow,

% Attendees were ispired musically by the 51, John Fraise Ensemble, led

_'_:! by Director of Music, Mr, Reginald Peason with accompaniment by hr.

2 d - Robers Burten Songs of Prakewere, Yes, Lo, Yes Lord, and Deshing.

[:,: EFIr-ﬂu!'-;.tlt-IrlrEIJ.:?-TIEEEF{?;::I:E}ETI.HH ' There was & real treat whenthe guest ersemble, (Friends of 5t John

Aid Lasondria b pant, A AMEC) sang, (s My Uving i Vain. Allselectlons caused persons present

= to reflect upon the theme, Dream Builders, Yes Lord, saying yes to the

Lard and being obedient Destim', Thank you Lord for showing me and

directing me to my destiny---| know what I'm here far. By then, the group was ready to hawve
churzh.

I N @
e .

Sieter LaC endria Bryant introduced the guest speaier, Dir. Kreslyn Kelley-Ellis, as an Empower-
mernt Coach, educator, speaker, consultant, author, servant leader and president/CEC of Prem
ier Leaders hip Acadermy, Ine.

Dr. Kelley-Ellis tooh the floor and captivated the audience for approximately 45 minutes, It ap-
peared everyane was with her fram her initial intreductlon until her final remates. Dream Build-
ers—The Power to Change, "ls there a dream in you'? Ifso, it's going to costwyou something. |
am here to glorify God. Gad can get the glory out of my life. The power of Dreams —What God
puts-in you will come to be. God created you to do something thatno one else can do. God has
a planforyouw"” She then related the story of Joseph, the dreamer. "The dream cost Joseph his
friends, his family, and his finanees. Y our dreams will da lkewise. They will cost you your friends,
yvaur famity and your finances. Let your dreams be built on something solid.”

Dr. kelley-Ellis elaborated on these poink regarding dreams. Everyone's dream & different Eve-
reare receives their dream differentlhy. Some dreams may be received visually, or through
thoughts. Some dreams may nevel be seen, Some come from the heart while others might be
inherited. Dreams may stem from childhood, Soeme dreams may change. Sometimes God gwves
dieams-and sometimes people choose dreams. Mo matter how one comes tetheil dreams, they
are always an ispiration from God, She encouraged, "whatever you do, do itforthe Glory of
Zod.”

Dr. Kelley-Ellis shared that the number one dream hlogk er, the one thing that keeps people from
seeing their dreams to fruition is, "FEAR." She stated, "Don't letyour fear paralyze you. The main
thing we fear & what others think about us. Stop #!" Other blockers were, taking to the wrong
people, and being too rusting, She cautioned listenes to not trust their dreams with everyarne.
They must not be impatient, but rermemberthat God's time & net their tirme.  Apathy and doulbt
were bwo more dream blockers. And the finalwas comfort "Bont languish in your comfort zone.
Vile are called to be useful, We're ushering in the second coming ef the Lord, Jesus Chirist—

A VA baied TV R
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Women's Prayer Breakfast

Dream Builders: The Power to Change
Praise, Prayer and Practical Points of Power
By Barbara Johnson

A eavniimaieen e e
wee're all here to be aboutthe purpose put in us.”

She indicated thatthe despestfear & that one & inadequate: Howewver, they have within them-
selves the "Power to Change." Dr. Eelley-Ellis shared eight strategies for change as listed below,

Fonows yours e f—hknoiw the God in you

Betrue to vourself

Bzl the right people for helpWho are the ndght people? Look at their fruit.
Create a plan-write the plan, make itplain.

Be accountable

Be respamible

Make a cammitrert

Bt with irte grity

LR B I - R

Or.

-

kKelley-Ellis concluded her presentation with the "power-up” strategics listed below.
Pray... pray... pray... pray with out ceasing

Affirming vourself... ... wealk in i

Power-up by trusting God---for He knows the plans He has far you.

Being thankful

dournaling...te remember what God has done for you in the past

Pouring inte sthers—helping ctherstosee their dreams come true

Power down-don't evemiotk yourself and risk everlooking your miracle
Reecharging----READ YOUR BIBLE!

Retreat—qget away with friends and-famihy,

Ll r R R B B A e

L. Kelley-Ellis ended by saying, " our Iife is not an accldent. t unfolds one piece at a time.”
POWER-UF! The entire room stood with resounding ap
plausz e,

Pastor Clayborm thanked the presenter, Dr. Eelley-Ellis, for a
rematable presentation. He acknewledged the Women's
Frayer Breakfast & ommittes for an eutstanding event, the B ew-
erend Sheri Smith Claybom; Sister Janette Smith; Seter Law
fetta Teague, the 'Women's Minktry Chairperson; Sisters
LaCandria Bryant and Shannen Lott, Koinonia Minetry; SEters
Donna Gullate and Mary Rankin for decorations, and Sisters
Templena Stanley and Barbara Johnson.

All Pastor Clayborn could say in his closing remarks was,
"WOW! He elaborated on his acramem, WOW as an affirma-
tion far all women, by stating, al women are, "Women of
Worth, Women inmthe Word, Women of Whaleness, Wamen of

#

'E::I':EEIIIL'E‘E Eror, AREra Jefremon, 310 Will Powwer, Women of Warmth and Cempassion, Women of
| = 1 Wold, Wamen Willing to Witness and testify to Hie glony,” and

he looked te Mrs. Heyward and Mis, Ezell and declared them
ta be “Women of Wedom:"

So endedthe Dream Builder: The Pewier to Change, St John Women's Prayer Breakfast, W OW!
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Update on Habitat Build 2015

By Tami MeGhes

St John = parmering with 5t Matthes Epscopal Church, United Chureh af Huntswille,

Alde=gate United Methadist Church, First Presbyierian Church, Chureh of the M ativity

Episcopal Church, and First Christian Church in the 2015 Habiat Build Spring Build,

This yvear's Habitat Build -5 a &5 bedroom house at 2505 Cornerstons Clrele, 5t John

provided lunch for the Habitat volunteers on Saturday, April &, and will aka provide
luneh an Saturd ay, May 23,

fMembers are encouraged to volurtesr on amy of the dates listed in the schedule of re-
maining kuild dates. This minsty thanks everyone for their support threughout this
Spring Build. For more information contact Sieter Tami Mo hee.

2015 SPRING BUILD SCHEBULE

DATES DAYS TASKS

May 28, 23, 30 Tue., Thur., Sat Paintand install baseboard, imtenar doors and trim

June 2, 4,6 Tue., Thur., Sat Install cabinets, finish trim, touch-up walls

June @, 11, 13 Tue., Thur, Sat  (Plumbing and electrical fixtures by othems) Install door
hardware, door stops, clas etshelving, window hlinds.

June 18, 18, 20 Tue., Thur., Sat Landscape, touch up paint, clean and wax floors,
wiak punch list

June 23, 25, 27 Tug., Thur,, Sat Catch-up, no lunch

Directions to the site; From Memarial Parkway, go west on Oakwood. Tum right onto Blue Spring,
left ann Tharmhill, left on Garden Paik, and lefton Carnerstone Gircle.

A Mother's Day Reflection

L o b e

outthe way you prayed or haped, butl can promise you that Ged will be with you on the journey,

To those who are already biological mothers, | offer you the same soripture. N o matter how long
one has been mothering... it still woks, Tmstin the Lom with @l your heart. Lean not on youwr
own mrderstanding. 'n all youwr ways achmowedye God and God will divect your paths. | pray
that we all receive God's peace, knowingwhenwe've done our best- we have to allow God to do
the rest, After all, we are only stewards of God's great blessing. Al shildren were God's first,
and they =till belong o Ged.

To those who wapted to have blological children but for various reasors are not able to do so, |
offer wou the same scripture, Trust in the Lowd will all wour keart. Lean noton jow own under
shanding. In all your ways actmowledge God and God Wil diect your paths, | don'tknew how
of why God chooses or allows what God chooses or allowes, but | do know that God canstill use
your maothering spiiit to bless mothers and children. Mamy of you serve a5 surrogate mothers,
godmothes, aunts, mentars, and se much more. Please receive a heart-felt thank you frem me
for all that you do, [ there & hurt because of this, | pray that yvou will not allow itto lend itself to
bittermezs. | pray thatvou will pick up the mante of the mobthedng spint, for #ttoo is powerdEl and
mecessary., Ittakes a combination of bidlagical mothers and these with mathering spirits to rase
thevillage. Please do not underestimate the power of your mothering spirt. We need you.

To those who have chosen notto have biological children because that was not a part of your
calling, | offeryou athank you. So mamy tirmes women have been called and expected te oper
ate aukide of their ealling, even in biolegical methering, becawse ofstandards someons eke set
or interpreted far them, | offer you the same, Trust in tre Lo with all yourheart, Lean not on
your own understanding.  In all your ways aclimowledge God and God will direct your pathe.
Continue to: alloww God to guide your ealling,

| will continue to celebrate mothers this menth and all vear long, those who birth children bislogk
cally and those who allea their mothering spirt o shine & God gives them apportunity. My jour-
ney continues as does yours, Until the nexttime... Blessings and love to you on your journey.
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St. John Participates in
Daniel Payne Community Plaza Ceremonies

FPastor Claybom and members of S5t John attended the Daniel Payne Community Plaza cerema-
nies during the 2015 Aid-winter meeting. The 5t John D ance Ministy, underthe direstion of D
Jennifer Pattersan, participated inthe Friday evening Soirée. What an honor!. Below are pictures
ofthe cornerstone laying semvice and the Bance Ministry's participation in the Soiree.

AME Presence Felt At AAMU Graduation

The fist weekend in May was graduation and Founders Day shservance at Alabama Af%h Uni
weTsity [ AARUY in Hurtsville. The connection betweenthe university and St John poes back to
its. founder, Dr. William Hooper Gouncill. St John has many memhbers who are graduates of
AAMU, members whe are current students, staff and faculty (retired and active) who are ment
bers and President and Mrs, Hugine whe are membes of St John,

This year was the 140th anniversary for AAMU. On May 1, St John member and Steward, hMes,
Adrienne P-K Washington was the speadcer for the Founder's Day service an the campus,
Cin Friday ewening, Serwart Bishop James L. Davds, presiding prelate of the MNinth Episcopal Bi-
trict receved an Honorary D octor of Humanites Degree during the commencement ceremony,
The commencement speaker was Congressman James Clybum, U5, Representative, Gth Corr
gressional District South Caroling and an AME, He received an honorary degree of Doctor of
L

Cin Sunday, May 3, alumni af Alabama A&M University completed the Founder's Day Week by
worshipping at 5t John at the 2 a.m.service and prayer atthe eriginal site of AAK LI

Mrs. Adrerne P-KWWash hgton at Fonoe (2 Day o BEhop Dauk [cener wih Or. Haghe , Dr. Jores
tie camp s of AAMU and AAMU Fac by,
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Join the St. John Line

Dancing Fellowship
By hlaeola Peoples

“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance
and the young men and the ald shall be memy. | will
turrrtheir mouming imto joy; | will cormfart them, and

give them gladness for sormow.”
Jderemiah 31:13

Line Dancing is a choreographed dance with a
repeated sequence of steps’in which a group
of people dance in one or maore lines of Tows,
These steps are practiced over and over until
learned and all are daneing & one and can be
done by men, women, and children, With that
said, Line Dancing can be fun and can be a
form of exerciEe.  Members of S5t John Lne
Dance for fun, fellowship, networking, stess
reduction, beecause black health matters and
most of all as & way to "&Elorify God

O Monday and Friday, from 500 pm to 6:00
prm, everyane & imvited (men, too) to come out
and join this group in the felleas ip hall at 5t
John AME Church and "get your dance on”
Bring a towel, 3 bottle of water and a willing
heart to learn. Do not be afraid tojoin because
you think wou eannot dance, The dances are
brok en dowen step by step and wie will go ave
them until everyone learms the dances, butin
arder to learn them you must come out and
jein ust

AME Proud

The Minth Epecapal Distict Ivas an apen posk
tion of Executve Directol for the B aniel Payne
Community Plaza,

Cantactthe chureh office forthe [ob deseription
and criteria for the: position, &l gqualified and
interested pesons should submit-their | esume
and letters af reference via email to jld1Z3 hish
opi@vyvahoocom by Monday, May

and theywil beforwarded ta the BPOLY F our
dation Trustee Board Comnites,

Grier,

2015 MS Walk
Thank Youl

By Pat Grier

Ptz Partrners—bEenngth Parham, Lomaine Par-
ham, Phyllis Barrett, Pat Grier and 2gnes Gilmore

The 'PJs Parners’ Team participated in the
"Wilak MS' Event for Multiple Selerosis (ME)
here in Huntyille on May Znd. The Hunis-
wille event was held at the Vilage of Provi
dence. Forthe 2Gth year the team had the
opportunity to participate in this worthwhile
ME aetiity - waking to help find a cure for
MS - te rake funds for research and for M5
patientsupport services.

MEZ B a chronio, often disabling diseaze that
sttacks the central nevows  system (CHS)
Symiptorrs may be mild, such = numbness
in the limbs; or severe, such ‘as paralysis ol
loss of vislan, The progress, severty, and
spegific symptoms of ME are unpredictable
and vary from one pemante another. & sig
nificant perian of the funds raised from the
M= Waks go toward the research for new
treatments and for hopefully one day soon
finding a cure for MS and for support af ser-
vices for MS patients.

The PJs Partners' team would lke to extend
a huge thark youte all of vou for yaur gener-
ous contributions and support of the annual
team activity and fundraer.  The'PI's Part
ners' team members partizipating this vea
were: Agnes Gilmore (Team Captain), Pat
Kenneth Parham, Lomaing Farham,
and Phylie Barrett. The Team members will
bhe callecting denations through the end of
fay, Ifyou would ke to supportthis worthy
cause and the team members have mesed
contacting you, please contact Agnes Gik
mare, the team Captain, at 256-536-9131

Thanks again for your generous suppart.
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Stewardess Board
Straight Talk
4th in a Series

By Barbara Johnson

Stewardess Board Straight Talk is a column
each month that will address some of the tradi
tiore and eustorns of the AME Chureh. The
reference used for this column is, A Guidetine
for Stewadesses, Crdinary Women Engaged
m Exhgordingry Wol by Richard J. Parker

Yousee it every Sunday and anytime you are
in the sanctuary. It &5 up front and to the right
af the American Flag, We understand the sig
nificance of the American Flag, but what is that
other flag and what i = significance to Chris-
tianworship? tie se comman tozee it that you
probahbly do not even think abeut &, It & just
abways there, the Christian Flag. What & is
significance to Chretianworship™?

The Christan Flag =ignifies Chretianty in ts
entirety—Tfaith, warship, traditions, responsibili
ties, and &all of s blessings. The Cross an the
flag symbolizes the C hrstian faith—Gods love
for His people and the promise of eternal life,
The blue badeground speaks of the faithful
ness and sincerity of the Savior, Wwho was obe
dient unte death. The white potion of the flag
is symbolic of the sinless ness of Christ,

Al of v= learned the Pledpge of Allegiance ta
the American Flag when we were in school
But did vou know that there & alko a Pledgeta
the Christian Flag™ Only those of us who at
tended vacation Bible school would krnow this.
Itis recited every year at'the opening cereme
ny. We looked fordard to wying for the oppor-
tunity to say either the Pledge of AHegiance to
the American Flag, the Pledge to the Christian
Flag or holding the Bible and reciting its
pledge.

l= tothe Christi |
"I pledge allegiance to the Christian
Flag and to the Saviar for whose King
dom it stands. Cne Savior, erucified,
rizen, and coming again with life and
liberyto allwho believe Amen”
Pledgetia the Bible
“| pleclge allegiance to the Bible, God's
Haoby Wiard, | will make t a lamp unto
my feet and a light unte my path and
iill hide its words in my heart that |
might not £in against God. Amen”

Soup Kitchen

Willing Service

At lastthe wallwas come
pleted ta half its height
around the entire city, far
the people hadweiked
with enthust

am" (Mehemiah 45,

& rmuszician & not recommended for playing
long, butfar playing well. t & obeying Gad
willinghy, that 5 accepted and pleasing.: The
Lard hates that which & forced. it is rather a
tax than an offering. Cainzsered Goad grudg
inghy: he brought kis sacrifice, not his heart
“To obey God's commandment urillingly s
ke thes e who come out of the man whao was
possessed, at Ghrists comrmand, the spirits
came but with reluctance and against thei
will" Good duties must not be pressed and
beaten out of 3 person, just & the waters
came out of the rock when Moses struch it
with his rod; but must freely drop from them
a myrirth from the tree, or honey from the
comb.

This ministry's service, just as thoss who
worked with Nehemiah must be offered
cortinuously and lovingly on each thire
and fourth Tuesday of each month, Pray
that the “Willing Service" will serve as a
fragramt flowver and will be accepted by
God.

Lo, he wantio make # our goal fo workfor
your, L et we-alna yo see it 3o an homor and 2
orivilege b work with yvou, Anen

Straight Talk

{continied)

FAedge of Allegianceto the Amencan Flag
“| pledge allegiance, tothe flag, of the
Unted States of Amerlca, and to the
Republic for which it stands, ene na
tion, under God, indvisible, with liber-
ty and justies far all. Amen”

So, the next time you are in the sanctuary,
take a geod look at that "ether flag” If's the
Christian Flag, standing in its place of honor.

Next month... The Sewerdess Boad of the
AME Church
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Church School
Book Club

Discussion Dae: May 16, 2015
000 AR —11:30 AN,

The Deal the Dance and the Dewl, Murnay,
211

Discussion Date: June 20, 2015
'Iﬂ.mﬂ.b.ﬂ —'I"I:.'JIJA Il

The Husband & Seoret, Liane Moriarty, 2015

Atthe heart of The Husband's Secret & a letter
Ahat & nat me imt_f:l be read...

My darng Cecilia,
If you e man'mnrﬂﬂ Hhen | ve dubn'

Imagine your husband wiote you a Idte_r. tobe
opened after his death. Imagine, toe, that the
lettar contains his deepest; dakeest secret—
something with the potertial to dest oy not only
the life you have bullt together, but the lives of
others & well, And then imagine that you
stumble across that letter while your husband
is s 4ill very much alive.

Cecilia Fitzpatrict has achieved it al—she's an
inct edibly successtul businesswoman, a pillar
of ‘her small community, & devoted wife and
mather, Her life & a5 nr:lerly and spotless as
her home. But that letter i= about to changs
everything—and not just for ker, There are oth
er women who barely know Cecilla—or each
pther—but-they, too, are about to feelthe sarth
-shatteting repercussions of her husband's se-
cret. ;

Prayer Time
W eek ly Prayer Time each Tuesday at 600 am.

Gonference Call Gredentials

US Toll Humber (5307 881-1212
Meeting |D: 876 BE3-840

Litenta the playhack anytime

Playback Number (530)881-1218
hle eting |d B75-853-840,
Press # to ignore any requests for reference

numb ef when calling for playvbads,

=
TEl:hnﬂlﬂg'y Tlp

By Riearda Williams

FayP 3l — we Wesp hearing ths =mm surfacein
comEsations throughait chureh aned even oul
side of church. What is PayPal? That kB the
main guestion that mamy people may have: Well
[etun diseiss the answers to'that quesfion,

PayPal was-startet] in 1928 under a different
preduct. named Ganfiniy. Payfal B an onling
payment tool that will @llew’ people, whether ar
not-they are business owneis, a way totransfer
funds electionically, make donations and ‘pur-
chasekell dems onling, The basic PayPal ac
caunt can be sed for free by those who have
dn emall address and'a gredifdelbit” eard o
banh account;: To =ign up for FayFal, yau de not
have to enter your bank information  ustil yau
are ready to start making purchases of transfer
ring funds by using F'.l-.-F'aI aur persanal se
cauntnimiEers are neverseen by these recei-
ing waur funds for denations: or, purchases. K

vou have recened funds through PayPal, yweu

can keep the funds there ar tansfer them ta
yaur bank acoount,

There ate three types ol sccounts In PayPal
Persanal, Premier and Bisiness Al hree pra-
wide the 'same basic functiors. Yau can wvisit
vas paypal gom and there willl ke a sign up
link: Signing up & quick and gasy, Yeu Wil anly
he azsked limited pemenal information] such &
fimt and last name, address. contact number
and el sddress. After you have agreed to
the PayPal palicy, yau will ireeive & verifieation
email at the email address that you regetsted,
ThHiE & @ safe way of verfying yout (dentity. The
verfication process helps ather buyem and us-
erx-of FayPal enzure-that vou are not a scam
mel, Eaclitime you make ehanges to youl per
sonal infarmation In PayPal, vou will recele an
email. Al peonal Informaton that you snter
stays with FagP al and s notshared with othes.
Az an added layer of identhy. seclrty, PayFal
will-all sy you to purchase a-seeurity ey wihich
ereates & sade every 30 seeands that geb
linked to your PayPal ascount and will have ta
be entered whien lagging in




st. John A M.E N

May 2015

Page 13

Mothers
WOW

By Paulette Bargon

fdother's Day i a time to appreciate mothers
and mother figures, including grandmothers,
great-grandmothers, stepmothers, aunts, fos-
ter mothers and wormen who play a great role
inthe upbringing ef children and young adulis.
There are justa few women who had a great
impact in owr lves, Some may not have chil
dren, but they will still be considered maothers
for the sacifices they made te make sur lives
better.

Septima Poirtsette Clark

Known as the "Grandmother of the Amerlean
Civil Rights Mowerment” She was an edueator
ard ciwil rights activistwho played a major rolz
in the woling right  of African-Americars, In
1920, Clak woik ed with the NAACF to gather
petitions allowing African Amercans to semve
@  principalk  in  Charleston, SC schook.
Those petitions resulted in the first black prir
gipal in.Charleston, In 1578, Septma Clak
was awarded the Living Legacy fward by
President Jimmy C arter,

Shirley Chishalm

In 1868 she became the first African American
Congressworman, representing Mew Yark's
12" Congressional Ditrict. In 1972, she be
game the fist bladk woman to contendforthe

Technology Tip

By Ricarde Williams

i, st e 12}

Az You ean'sse, using Pay Pal ean be very
beneficial for making online puichases and
transfermng funds, K'has the layers of securty
that some online took do not use We will be

dEciEsing mare an uweing FayPal in other

imears o eammupieation, Stay T unecd!

Online Giving is Easy!

Cnling sontributions may be made to St John
by using vour PayPak® account. Within Pay-
Fal, send donations directly te St John at e-
rmail address sfohnamehi@acol.com. Select the
aption ta fransfer from your bank- ol 40|
ing account or PayFPal balance and 3

specity donateffriends and family,

[=]

Cinline giving & easy

presidential office. Shitley Chisholm was ako
an educator and authar.

Barbara Jordan

She was the first African American elected to
the Te<as Senate after recorstruction (1957,
the first southern blads female elected to the
United Stater House of Representatives
(1873, and the first African American wWoman
to deliver the keynote address at a Democrat-
iz Mational Comeention. In 1284 Barkara Jor-
dan received the Presidential Medal of Free
dom, among her many hanors,

ae Jemisan

She was the first female African American
amtronawt. On September 12, 1882, Mae
Jermison was the fiet female bladk waman to
travel imto space on the Endeavor shuttle. D,
Mae Jemison k& a physician and an educator,
Lr. JemBonwas born in Decatur, Alabama.

Tani Marrison
She & an African American novelst, editor
and professar. She wen the Pulizer Prize and

Mothers
comnued)

the American Book Award in 1238 for Beloved
and the Mobel Prize in 1883, Some of Toni
Marrson's best known novel are The Sluest
ELyez, Song of Sclomon, and Seslowed. In
2012, she received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, presented by President Barack
Cbama, Her newest novel God Hep the
Chid, was justreleased in April 2015.

St John AM.E & so blessed because there
are many wamen who have a positive influ-
ence on their children and young adults: They
dre ako true inspirations and great role mod-
gl for mothers and women of all ages.

Happy hethers Day to allwomen of 5t Jahn
AME Huntsville, Alabama.

Teazh the newdisciples o obey al the com-

m andm ends ! have given you. And be sue of

thig: | am with you always even to the end of
the age NMathew 28 20
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Church School Lesson Overview — June 2015

Church Schaal reviews far June were wiitten
by Brother Willie Sandifer, Church Sehoal Su-
perintendent

Jume 7, 2015
Lesson Title: God Passes Judge ment

Lesson Scripture: Amos 2416

Print Amos 2:4-8

Bevotional Songs: #7[, #272 [, and #243 []
Hey Yerse: "This & whatthe Laro s ays: 'For
three sire of Judah, even far four, | will not
relent. Because they have rejected the law of
the Lorp and have notkept his decrees, he-
cause they have been led astray by fake
guels, the pgods their  ancestors  fol
lowed." (Ames 240,

Amos described a varigty of sins among the
natiors of Judah and krael. But this variety
could be traced badk ta a single reot system:
a disregard for God and Hi law. That disre-
gard resulted in a focus on fulfilling fleshly
desires without maeral restriction.

Three additional stuations violated what God
hasz ardained for the care of the poar. The first
onewas guite starting: the oppressors treated
the poor no differently than the dit upon
whiich everyone waked!

The second situation involved taking ad-
vantage of the person wha may net have had
the mears to pusue a case with the elders
helding court at the city gate. The result was
justice denigd—no one cared

The third indictment has drawn different inter
pretations. One view & that Amos was can-
demning religious. prestitdtion. The worship of
Canaanite deities combined that degradation
with- an emphasie on fertility; what would oth-
enwise be called sdultery wes deemed ac
ceptable bhecause it was an act of wors hip. i
= unclear whether the profaning of the Lord's
holy name was the intention of such acts or
simphy 3@ result that occurfred under this inter-
pretation. God had forbidden His peaple to
paricipate in such rituak. The other major
wiewd contends that the victim was a younp
weoman whe was not a prostitite. Ameos knew
the word for "prostitute”, but he did not use it
here. This suggests that bvo men in the same
houzehold todk advantage of & servant or
someong else who did net have the ability to
resist,

Jine 14, 2015
Lesson Title: God is nat Fooled

Lesson Scripture: Amos 5

Frint Amos 5:14, 15, 18-27

Revaotional Songs: #8837 [, #251 [], and #243 [
Key Yerse: "Let justice roll an [ke a river, light-
eousness likke a neverfailing stream!” (&mos
524,

The wear was akout T80 BC when God sent
Amaos from Judah to the nothern nation of lsra
el to proclaim a warning. The previous study
showed how Amios pronounced Gods judg-
ment an nation after nation, and then he came
tothe eighth nation: Israel Amos reminded the
people there that God had chosen them from
among all the natiors of the gaith, but their
actiore did not demorstrate gratitude for this
divine favar.

Inthe seven centuries sincethe time of Meses,
Israel had wviolated often &= commitment o
God. The pattern that emerged was for God to
discipline He people because He lowved them,
and fer the nation to repent when the siuation
became crifical (see the hook of Judges for
examples). Although Gad punished, He would
always forgive.

Amos's mission included challenging the dis-
torted views of the people inthat regard. They
regularly perormed the religious ritvak that
were prescribed in their covenant with God, but
they also worshipped other gods. This vialatecd
the fist of the Ten Commandments. In addi
tion, the high standards of morality that the
Lord had established gave way to gress imma-
tality. The people's anmogance about their fa-
vored status cawused wirtue to vanish fram pri-
wate and public ves.

What the people saw as "the best of times"
God saw as "the woerst of times." He was mak-
ing Hi final appeal to a favored nation, Histor
cal hindsight tells us that captivity atthe hands
of the A=swians was less than 40 years away
by the time Amos preached.

June 21, 2015
Le=zson Title: God Abhors S=ltishness

Lesson Scripture; Amos 8
Frint Amos §:48, 11-14
Devotional Songs: #380[; #258]); and #243]]

A el i e 43
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Hey “erss: "Dao horses run on the rocey
crags ™ Does one plow the sea with oxen™ But
you have turned justice into posen and the

fruit of righteousness into bitterness..." (Amos
B:123.

This lesson depicts the people of Israel as idly
ginging and making music on instuments
while drinking bowl after bowl of wine. That is
going to change, and such sonps will become
loud lamentations. The cause for such griev-
ous sounds i given: prany, many bodies—
funyg everywhamne!

Amos traveled from Judah to Israel to delwel
he oracles from God during what ha been
called Israels “Indian Summer” That expres-
zion describes a weather phenomenon in the
fall of the year as a period af pleasant warmth
and sunshine after the'first frost. When Amos

preached, |srael was enjoying a periocd of

peace that & had not experienced for many
years. There was no appressing nation atthat
fimie, and the nations of lsrael and Judah were
notatwar with each other.

This situation allowed Israel to expand its
boundaries. o such an extent that they ap
proached what they had been in the days of
Kings David and Solomaon. Jonah had prophe
sied that this would happen; it & asumed his
prophecy was made inthe early days af King
Jderoboam I, who reigned about TE3-TS53 BC
The 7A0-728 BC reign of King Azariah (akio

called Uz=ziah) of Judah overapped much of

Jderaboams reign in the north. The descrip
tiors for Judah's parallel prosperty are given
in 2 Chronicles 26:1-15. Quwardhy, the reigns
of these two kings were characterzed by suc
cess in military expansion, economic recovery,
andsustained peace

But spiritial apestasy had been the nerm in
the northern nation of Israel for decades, he
ginning with King Jeroboam |, whe created
rival centers of wors hip shartly after Solomon's
death in 830 BC. Jeroboam Il & assessed as
one who “did evil in the eyes of the Lard and
did netturn avay from any ef the sins of Jero
hoamsaon of Mebat, which he had caused kra
gl to earmmit’. To the south, King U==iah be
came proud in his accomplishments, and he
acted cormuptly by attempting te function as a
priest. His penalty was to he stricken with lep
rosy for the rest of his life.

Feace, prosperity, and progress—those factors
are the background when Amos came from
Judahto preach inlsrael, He was ready to ridi
cule the sttempk of the wealkthy to find happi
ness and fulfillment by excesses of sinful indul
gences and mistre atrment of the poor.

Jure 28, 2015
Lesson Title: Gad Will Newer Forget

Lesson Scripture: Amos 8

Frint: Amos 2:1-G; 9, 10

Tentatve Dewvotional Songs: #384[); #2351 [,
and #243 []

key Yerse: "Then the Lorp said to me, "The
time B ripe for my people lsrael; | will spare
them ne longer” (Amos 8:3%,

Azugpested outline of the book of Amos & that
of three major sections: chapters 1-2; chapters
3-G; and chapters 7-2. The fist section fea
tures eight messages to eight nations and cit-
ies. The second section has five sermors that
announce God's pending judgment on lsrael;
these are marked by the phrases "Hear this
word" and "Woe'. The third section cantains
five seenes of dwine revelation to Amos; these
might be called wisons, athough that specific
word is not us ed,

Each of the first three visions features a prome
e of destruction for Israel. The first vision i
that of an invasion of loousts; Amos besought
God that this would not happen, and God re
lented. The second vision was that of a ravag-
ing fire; again Ames prayed that it might not
come to pass, and the judgment was averted,
The: third vision was that of testing I|srael
against God's plumb line, and Amos.was corne
vinced: God's judgment was just The destrue
tion of krael would reach to the palaces .and
the sanctuaries of krael Itwas at that point in
Amos's prophesying that” &maziah the priest of
Eethel’ told him to shut up and go home, back
to Judah.

Inresponse;, Ames protested that he was not.a
prophetin any professional way, Hethen lsted
the ways he made a living. Amos also respond
ed with prophecies about Amaziah; he would
die in @ fareign land, his children would die by
the sward, and his wife would become a proste
tute in arder to survive.
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Asking for Help

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

The topic for ths Esue's article flowed naturally from several convers atiors with friends and ot
leagues: Why Do People Not &gk for Help? . | Wave heard this topic come up invarious ways, and
there are always varying factors for each case, but clearly it seems that people are convinced that
asking for help is asign ef seme deficiensy,

| todk time to reflect on how this plays out in my own life. | realze that inthe pastl would ask for
help, in subitle ways — and unfortunately, sometimes people would mies o not recognize the re
guest. I've only gotten better about asking for help ower the last five yvears

Again, there seems to be a stigma attached to 'the asking.” When this hleeds over Into our faith
we bump he ads with the Waord, Clearly God knew we would need help.

2 PzalmE45 (MW Suely Godis m ¥ help the Lord is the one who stslaine me.

2 2 Corinthiare 12:9 (M W) But he said to me, Ny grace is sufficient for vou , for my power is
m ade perfect n wesimess.” Therefore | Wil boast 3 the moe gladly sbowt my nestmesses,
so that Chhsts powser may estonm e.

4 Psalm 481 (NIRWY) God is owr place of safely. He gves vz strengih, He s alwajs there to
help usin imes of rouile

2 Psalm 18:7 (NIYW) In m y dishese | called spon the LORD, And oried o m ¥ God for halp, He
fheard my vofce out of His dempie, And my cry for help before Him cam e inio His ears.

Still, people build up fears and amceties about asking for help for several reasons, 1) F ear of re-
Jection, 20 Fear of seeming weak ‘o incapable. 3) Fear of being a burden. 4) Belief that they
should nothave to ask for help. 53 Fear of losing control,

Some of theze reasons even seem nohble, but the truth is — EWERYOMNE & going to need help
zogmetime. Cften, it & pride that keeps us from aking or allowing others to assist us. It actually
takes strength to admit when vou need assistance. To affer direction, | am listing tips for how to
be empowered when ak ing far help.

HoWy TO BE EMPOWEREDR TO ASK FOR HELP:
1. Be dear with what you need help. Make it easy for others by being cléar on what you
need help with. What is notwaking? Often you will get a much more positive resporse f vou ashk

for semething concrete.

2. Choose caretully who you askior help, The best way tostad 5 by choosing the right person
to trust. Aveid asking amfone who might tadie advantage of your vulnerability, as it will put yvou off
trying again. You don't want them to share with ethers what vou told them in confidence.

3. When you hawe a problem, askfor help early on. When you arein a tight spot, the sconer
'«gnu open Up abowut it and get help, the easier it will be, When you tak to othes about your pro-

lem earlier on, you have the chance to get help from others to turn the situation around before i
gets bad.

4. Find your tribe, Find a sup partive envirenmeant where you can find ethers wha have
been in the same situation and can relate to what you are ‘doifg or going through. If you nesd a
lot of help, going to several people for help istead of one will help vou get more pespectives and
will not rmake you a burden to someone,

5, Give a heart -t et thank you.

Share with others what it meantto you thatthey gave you their support. Just a simple note saying
"Thark you 5o muchfar helping me with X" 1f they wert aut of their way o help yeu, maybe you
wantto send them a present

W enmtderaeed oo e J)
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: S1. John AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

May 24 2015 Pentecost, 8:00 a.m. Worship Service, 11:00 a.m. Witnessing,
Waear Ninth Distnot shint or 20y red top,
with | Dare You wiistband

May 31, 2015 Graduate and Fefires Recognifion, 10:00 2. m.
North wesf Conference Lay Meeting, 4:00p.m.
Jume 8-11, 2015 Vacation Bible School, 5:30 pm mightly
dume 10, 2015 SBHB Church School and Chrstian Education Convention,

Livingaton Chapes!, Gunersvle, Aabama, BO0a.m.

Jdune 12-13, 2015 Kingdom Seakers Conference
Damiel Payne Comm uniy Plazz, Simingham , Alabama

Jdune 22-25 2015 Ninth Districz Summer Meefing, CEC;
Troy University, Troy, Asbam a

June 29-July 1, 2015 Couvncil of Bishops and Seneral Board Mesting;
New Qreans, Lowisiana
Bishoo Davis preackes on June 308t T30 o,

Thatif you confess with vouwr mowth | “Jesus iz Lond " and believe in your heart
that God raised kim fom the dead | you will be saved . Romans 1002
INDNJC
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Pastor's Message

Men of Honor
With a Special Tribute fothe Honorable Rev. Clementa Pinckney

Honor is @ heavy word. R means integrity — faimess — dignity — distinction — duty — service —
respect— high rark — glory — esteem — hard wok — fame. Even when we think about what hore
ar means, we have to be clear about where it eriginates. | believe honor & built into our DN A
We come here with it encoded imte our being. When God made man, God called him GO OD!

| knows the guestion that springs up & this: How can we @k about having honor Built in when
these low life men are inthe streek™ Where & the honor in having several children by a multi
Fastsi Pk 0 Cleghom, e tude of women or in abandoning a family that needs you™ Even though honor is built inte everny
man, each man has to activate ! Hoanor & a dedication to a higher purpose, ideal, and calling.
For us ta be men of honor, we haveto be dedicated to a GOD!

We dedicate oursebves 1o God by being aware and present in the world around us. We engage
the world instead of running from it. We dedicate oumetlves to God through faith. Withoutfaith it
i impossible to please God. Faith & not just lip serwice that says we believe in God. Fath i
Iving a life which puts iE trust in God. The justshall live by faith, We wabk by faith and not by
sight. We dedicate ourselves to God by having an encounter with God, and that encounter for-
ever ransforms us.

Unfortunatehy, we men are trained to dishonor ourselves {(and thus dishonor our dedication to
God) every day. Look at news, media, maiketing, and &merican culture. Masculinity & usually
lirmited to athletics, remartic appeal, auter appearance, income, the atainment of material pos-
sessions, and dominance.

There's not @ hig maik et for men becaming men through: spirtual fermation {making God fist),
cultural pride. (especially for &rican &merican communites), emotional healing (embracing
t=ars, hut loss, remorse, uncertainty, courseling), heafth care (going to the doctor instead of
being "superman™), relational integrity (heing a true to one romantc patner, servicelsupport
(being the nuse irste ad of the doctar ar the adminsrative assistant instead of the CEQY, humilt
ity, sare of family, pursuit of a norglamerows purpose, and shared awthor ity with wormen.

Men, se many of us have been ROBBED of aur mas culinity!!! We heliewed the lies that others
told u=: Im erderte be a man, you've got to make more meaney than your woman; in order to be
the man, you've got to be in charge of EWVERYTHIMNG; as a man, you are the HEAD and must
maki-e every decision; and nothing should happen withaut your approval. We wonder why so
many ef us men suffer from stress, anxiety, hypertension, depression, and paranaia. Then we
cause those who love us to suffer, We've beat them down emotionally, financially, and (some)
physically. We've neglected them to provide for them. We've ignored them to |lead them. We've
spread ourselves so thin doing everything to make: ends meet, that we are no longer stong
enough to support those wheo need us.

‘We do this because there & a hole in our hearts thatsays we are not good enough. If we don't

make enough money - fwe don't have children, a wife, and =everal girtfriends - fwe don't have
ajob or degree —then somehow we are natgood enough. Somehow, we are notreal men!

. cxmannesol v e )
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Whilewe are chasing things that we think will add o our lves and our masculinity, we are being
rabbed of our true manhood, QOur heahkh, sur families, sur galling, and sur earmmunities are being
tahien from us, And, we are being taien from them! Just as we get all of the materials the world
says wee should have, we find that we've lost what mears most. A job can't replace a family,
Money cannot replace health. A fitle cannot replace emotional balance. & degree cannot replace
self-respect. Popularity can't replace GOD

We honor eurselves and reclaim our true masculinity by honoring the God in us. This involves
honering our feelings and emotiors. God made s to Be emational beings. Real men cry! Real
men express themselves. Real men experience doubt, fear, angst, joy, shock, and love. Real
men are honest about their feelings. In their honesty, they alke honoer the boundary. Men do niot
allew their feelings ta rule them insuch a way that they destroy themseles and those around
them. Men alka honar the gifis God gives them: They honor their spowses, children, families, abik
ities, wision, calling, and heatth, Mestof all, they honortheir relations hip with God,

Az we celebrate Men of Honor month with bible studies, bowling, a Boys to Men conference, a
celebration of Father's Day, and Men's [ ay, we want to pay tribute to a fallen Man of Honar and
faithful father — The Hanorable Rev, Clementa Pinckney. He served as a state senator in South
Garolina and as the pastor of Emanuel AME Chureh in Charleston, 5C. He and eight of his mem-
bers were shet and killed by a gunman during their kible study and prayer meeting an June 17,
2015, Pastor Pinckney was a 41 year old husband and father of two children, He was a Man of
Hanorin every way. Pastor Pindiney served in government with integrity and respect He served
as a pastor in the AME Church with anainting and heart. His family, churehes, and communities
laud his wotk as leving and gracious. Bev. Pinckpey & tuly a Man of Hopor and faithful father

We lift up his famiky, the families of the other eight members who were slain, the Emanusl ANME
Church family, the churches and communities of South Caroling, and all who were deeply im
pacted by this tagedy. We held & prayer serviee on June 18, 2015, at our church. We had a brief
seriice: at GPM far pastors and their families. We then had a service at 7P far the Humtsville
community at large. Mayor Temmy Batle, Sgt. Oscar Smith of the Huntville Pelice Bepartment,
and ks, Relois Smith of the University of Alabama in Huntsville cameta share with us, They fo-
cused on howe we move through grief and how wework together as a community of hopeful peo-
ple. We were led in prayei by three pastors Rewv. Debra Ballard of Livingston Chapel AME
Chureh (Guntersville, AL), Behop [aniel Richardson of Eagle's HMest Christian G hurch
(Huntswville), and Rev. Gregory Bentley of Fellowship Preshyterian Church (Huntswillg). Chur choir
and praizeteam provided uplifting music a we wors hiped God inspirt and truth!

That night we addressed the idea that people. may be afraid to return to their houses of worship.
Yes, we encouraged ehurches to be s afe and to increase their security measures. We lifted the
idea of churches working closely with lan enforcement to be proactive instead of reactive. We
honored the fact that we are humars and that fear & a natural response to these hanific event.
Yel, we declared that — as the shureh of God and the follawers of Christ —we are open for biusk
ness!l W e will continue to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, visit the sick
and the imprisoned! We will preach the word of God inseason and out of season. We will pray.
We will study the hible. We will point outwhat & just and what & unjust Ewven if the face of evil
shoots us and attempttio Kill us, we will keep folleying God's call on our lves. When we getweak
and have no strength to fight, we will lean on God and the Lord will rebuke the hand of our ene-
mies, The Lard will rebuk & racEm, sexism, classism, eltiem, homephobia, heteresexism, agesm,
materializm, and comsumersm: The Lord will tear dewn every division thathurt us, Wewill come
tagether as a human race: Black, White, Eed, Brown, Yellaw, rich, poar, young, old, male, and
female. The gates of hell shall not prevail against us! For, the mouth of the Lard has spolken it

Niine eyes have seen the glory o the com ing of the Lord,
He hagtrampled owt the windtage whem the grapes of wialh ae stored |
He has loosed the Staful fghining of his terible st swerd,
Hes buth is @ arcking on!
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Council of Bishops Statement Concerning
Emanuel ANME Church in Charleston, South Carolina

African Methodigt Episcopal Church
Cowuncl of Bishops

June 18, 2015

The Gouncll of Bishops af the African Methodist Episcopal Church joins with our components and
wiorldwide membership in expressing our grief and sympathy on the senseless and tragic attads
wihich took the lwes of The Rewv. .Clementa Pindoney, pastor, and eight ether congregants of
Mether Emanuel AME Church, Charleston, South Caralina. Mother Emanuel & the oldest black
church in the south and one of the most histaric churches in the nation. The senseless and el
action which tock the Ives of those who gathered at Mother Emanuel to study and pray k& indica-
tive of @ major gk facing our nation and s people, While we are pleased that Bylann Storm
Foof, the assailant and alleged murderer has been amested, we do not believe this matter has
been concluded.

First, we join in grief with Mether Emanuel Church in the loss of Ker pastor, the Rev. Clementa
Pinck ney, and the Rev. Danigl Simmons Sr,, Cynthia Hurd, the Bev. Sharonda Singletan, hMyra
Thompson, Tywanza Sanders, the Rev. PePayne Middleton-Doctor, Susie Jackson, and Ethel
Lance, members of that church famity. We ako grieve with the State of South Carolina, which
alo lost an outstanding state senator and leader in the person of the Rev. Pindiney. Second, we
pray and ak for the God of love, merey and grace to comfort; restore and give peace to family
members and ef all of v wha have been shaken and saddened by this tragedy.  May surfaith be
strengthened and pur hope restored.

Finally, we call upon the nation's paolitical leadership, faith institutiors and other organizatiors in
this country to face the reality that race remains a problem in this nation. "The arrest of Dylann
Storm Reof, the assailant and alleged murderer does not end this matter. In fact this matter
makies even clearer that race 5 a major problem in owur nation that must be dealtwith,” said B&h-
op Julius MeAllster, President of the Council of Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal
Chureh: "The nation ¢an no longer livein denial and act as if it does not exEt, Every week there
B some incident, which imobves the negative corsequences of race,” he added. "The AME
Church will join with otherfaith communities te stress the need for the United States 1o face, dis-
cuss and meet head on the problem ef race in the couniry,” said Behop John B. Bryant, Senior
Behop of the AME Church,

"African Methodists in South Carolina are strong and faithful, we will not shy away or lessen our
commitrrient to egquality and social justice,” said Bishop Richard Franklin Narris, Presiding BEshop
of South Carclina. "This will make us stronger and mere determined t0 advance God's Kingdam
on earth. This tragedy will not weaken, bt strengthen us, African Methodism will become
stronger because of this tragedy.” he said

The prablern of race has not decreased but increased over the lastseveral years. Listen to what
has beensaid, "We want our gountry back )" The guestion & fram wham™ M. R oof stated that he
had to kil blacks becawse of what blacks are doing te "his countre”

The recent Charleston, South Carcling tragedy; the death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mis-
sour; Erig Garner in Staten Island; &kil Gurly in New York; Tamir Rice in Gleweland, Ohio; and
Freddie fzray in Battimore, our nation's president has been called "a monkey," disrespected and
had his citizers hip questioned, are allindicative of a systemic race problem,

In September the African Methodist Episcopal Church will be joining with our sister communions

P it i e A
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Council of Bishops Statement Concerning
Emanuel ANME Church in Charleston, South Carolina

i kel o e
and other partners o corstrain the nation to addriess the Bsue of race in this nation: Details will
be announced next manth,

The Council of Behops calls on all of ouw churches, and other comrmunions and congregations ta
jaintogether this week, and in particular this weekend wherever we worship to pray for those wha
losttheir lives, their families, Mother Emanuel G hureh, and our nation.

Contribution to assist with the burial aned expenses related 1o thos e who losttheir lives ean be
sentto:

"Maother Emanuel Hope Fund”

Seventh Episcopal D istrict

110 PEegah Church Road

Columbia, SC ZE203

For futher information contactBishop Reginald T. Jackson, Bshop of Urhan and Ecume nical
Affairs and Chair of the Social Action Cammision of the AME Church at
Reginald.jackisan132 ([@verzon. net.

Bishops of the AME Church:

Julive McAllister, Pres ident, Council of BEhops D avid B. Daniels Jr.

Jdohn RB. Bryant, Senior Bihop Samuel L Green Sr,
Jdehn F.\White, Secretary, Council of Behops deffrey M, Leath
Glement W. Fugh, Ass't Sec, Council of BEshops Reginald T. Jackson
hleKinley % oung E. Earl Mel loud Jdr,

Wiliam P. DeVeaw: Sr.
T. Larry Kirkland
Adamd. Richardson Jr.
Richard F. Narris
Washti M. MeEenzie
Gregory G M, Ingram
Preston W, Williams |l
Wikred.J. Messiah
Fauld. M. Kanimhbe
Jdames L. Davis

dohn H. &dams
Frederich H. Talbot
Frederick C. James
Frank C.Cummings
Philip B. Causin Sr.
Henry A Belindr.
Rabert W Webster
Zedekiah L. Grady

C, Garnett Henning .

Crarobyn Tyler Guidry

| METHnnisT
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C Vomen () C vorth |
The month of May was Women's Month at 5t John,  Women were celebrated throughout the
manth and there were opportunities for spiriial growth, sharing; and fellowship. Watch parties
wereg held to view sessiore from last years Woman Thou At Lopsed Conference in Atlants,
Geaorgia. Several wamen from 5t Jahn attended the conference and wanted to share the pow-
efful sessiors with the women of 3t. John, lce breaker sess ions were held prior to the viewing,
and discussions on what the messages meant to the women followed the viewing. Ses-

Zipns viewed are listed below.

Five WOW Wateh Parties were held during Women's Month and provided a range of
i piration al video viewing that provided encouragement to women of faith. The firstwas
he viewing of a presentation by Behop T. D. Jakes entitled "Gatching Up to Your
fream.” In this video Biehop Jakes highlighted the point that to “catoh up fo your
dreams" one mustwrite it, réad it and run it. Following the wvideothe women of St Jahn
Shared points framv'the video that were "forthem” and decussed doors to close or keep
elosed in 2015, The final viewing was a message by Pastor Van Moody enfiled "W hy
Gan't | Open the Boor? He highlighted the need for a revelation, to stand up and to get
teady for a shift. He noted when ane is in the right relationship with God they will be
ibleto "step through doors you do not have to open for vourself."”

[ e final watch parted ended with the "release” as women waked through doers to sym-
*holize the things they were waking away from andfar waking into a they realize the
dreams that God has for their lives. This very touching experience culminated the video viewing
sessions, but was justofthe start of greater grosth for the wormen of St John

St John's Women of Warth Spa Might
By Paula Elliard

- 5t Johr's Women of Warth Spa Might was held an May 18, 2015 at the Rejuvenation Spa in
Bridge Street Town Centre. L&
dies were greeted with 3 welconm
ing atmesphere and sisterly love
from the moment they arived.
hE spa did not dsappoint! With
etraordinary treatments, intoxk
gating . aromas, beautiful ambi
ance and incredible dscounts, it
gertainly passed the test with fhy-
'.:nlnr:.'.' A5 each lady decided
; F_'_. which spa service she would

partaie, the women enjoved delk
wious refreshments of pirwhesks
“and an assortment of fruit. While

Flloar el v pape )
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engaging in‘the services, the Wamen of Woarth reflected on the Dream Building series and shared
how it applied to them.

it appears everyone had a great time and many expressed how nice it was to do something
unigue. Thank you to allwho came and made this event a success!

Women's Day “|'ve Gotthe Power"

By Bridget.. Flayd

On Sunday, May 17, 2075, the St John AM.E. "Women of Worth” celebrated Women's Day.
The theme was "Dream Builder - The Power ta Change — ['ve Got the Power!” The Wemen's
Diay Choil provided inspirational wership through music. Minstry through liturgical dance was
provided by W.0OMW,. (Women of Worth) Mowvers in Prase. There were four speakersffeatured
women for the day. They were diverse in their presentations. The AM.E. Order of Warship was
modified to have the special "messenges” wowven through the service. Another highlight was the
b ptis m of har, W atter Jerkire, a 2015 high school graduate.

Women of 5t John were featured in all aspeck of the service. Pastor Clayvborn introduced the
"messengers” for the day. Ms. Ashley Humphrey provided the "ministry ef laughter”, The congre-

L. il vy i 0
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gation was entertaine d with her story of her youthful entry into chureh dinners and picrics and the
higrarchy of elders and the power dynamic in the church, even in samething that seerms as siny
ple as who serves and how one serves meatbalk or banana pudding at-a church event There
was corstant laughter. The "power” of laughter was evident a= spirts were lifted.

A rawibwid Srvam ke Al

The second presenter was Ms.oJanette Smith, whe focused on mindset and the manner of he
coming her ater ego, "Diana,” who without super powers might experience fear, pain, ete. How
ever, Ms. Smith urged thos e present to "spin” into their power to be all thatthey are called to be.
hs. Smith presented with props fromthe Wonder Woman character and with enthusiasm.

The Honorable Martha Lynn Sherrod beganwith poetry inciting power and trarsitioned to the hil-
lical judge Bebarah. Judge Sherod indicated that Bebarah was characterized by integrity and
boldness that came from God, rather than her. Citing the biblical text where assigtance from Bar-
a, demorstrated that "we can have victary in the worst of times " with God's help and if it & God's
will. Judge Sherrod noted that Deborah was her role model. She closed by highlighting that pray-
er enables communicaton with and empowerment from God; that the prayer does not have to be
eloguent or ta impress others, norto manipulate God. R ather a simple childhood prayer —such
as that which mamy may have learmed as their fist prayer ('Mow | lay me down to sleep.. ") will
suffice. The purpose & to s eel strength and direction fram God.” There B true power in prayer

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn spake from the text af John 11 43 — 44, recommending that
the entire chapter be read, The focus was on Mary and Martha's distress over their very ill broth-
er and Jesus delaying his response totheir request that he come to the aid of their brother. Ex-
gecutive minster Smith Clayborn indicated that Martha was upset and struggled with herfaith a
Jesus arrived four days after Lazarus died. Howewver in her answertodesus' gquery, Martha com-
municated her befel that Jesus was the Messiah. The spedier indicated "We must have faith"
and defined faith a “following Gods command withowut knowing specific detais or outcome”,
She noted that Martha's willingness to change combined with Jesus' power allowed Martha 1o
change. There i a tendency to "want Jesus'to aperate as we would have Hirm change or meve",
She indicated that in the text the stone was taken away and "then Jesus prayed...when Jesus
prays — things. happen! Jesus did the raising but the people loosed Lazarus.” With that, there
was 3 demons fration (visual aide) of “the loosing'. This culminated with the speaker exclaiming,
Loogz That Wom an and Let Her Gollt

The invitation "to receive the power' was ectended and the baptem of M Walter Jenkins fal
lewed. The unique semvice was one that emphasized the theme and was well-received by the
members and guests,

May was an exciting month and spirtually ermposering far the women of St dohn, but what &
next? The message was received and now they will visit the nesxt steps to waking out the Woard
received during the May W ateh Parties, The June toplc was "Remaining H ealthy S piritually, Emo-
tionally, and Plysically.” The July topic swill be "Empowered to Have Hard Gonversatiors” and the
Augusttopie will be “Free o Be Me, Resources for the Journey,"
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31, John Recognizes Acheivement

Compiled by Paula Bliard

Boys Baskethall Team (2nd
Place County C hampionship

Winnemrs

School Danee Team
Member—3 Years
and Captain 201415
Future Business
Leader of America—
Histarian

Celebrating Student

A& | Jared Bums Michael.J, Clak Patick Claybom |
1
+ Promoted tothe Bth Grade Framoted to the7th  « AHonor Rall,
Grade at Madisan # 2ni Highest Language
Blaie Johrsan Academy Arks Awerage,
L-Bible # Penmanship Award,
A Honor Raoll A—Band Spelling Achievement
M ative American Achisve- AT ompute Dy ard,
ment Awiard # Artistic Expression
Ay ard,
- # Mathematics Achiewve-
Alicia Brownlow ment &vard,
# Highest Phonics Sver
A-B Honor Rell age, Znd Highest Aver-
Cuill & Seroll Membership Hirgmir age Outstanding Sci-
Ouktanding achievementin il ence Achievement
C poperatve Education Auarel
Cuktanding Academic Ex- A—-Ir & COutstanding C onduct
cellence Exemplary Behaviar
Scholastic Achievement for Award
Clutktanding Academic Per-
formance
Josiah Gullatte Mariah Gullatte. Janke Wiliams
&A-B Honor Roll for the full Graduating Seniar # AHHonor Roll
Academic Year with Advanced Diple- & Presidential Award for
Presidential Academic ma— Sparkman High Excellence in Math
Auward School #  Student Ambassador
Member of the THN Staff— Senior Glass Leaders hip Award
Cougar News Metwork Fresident # Gth Grade Graduate
Member of the Bth Grade Spatkman High & Reading Achlevement

Anard

Certificate af Comple-
tion Foreign Language
Chinese

Chtstanding Choir Stu-
dent Achievement
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St. John AME Church Holds
First Caregivers Prayer and Respite (CPR) Workshop

By Barbara Jehnson

ik

.,

Anticip ation was high on Satirday, June &, 2015 for the fist Caregivers Praver and Respite
Wotkshop, Promation for this wokshop had been fierce, Announcements had been made, flyers
posted, persanal letters of invitation and congregational appeals had been made. The goal was
to spread the newes thatcaregivers do not have toworlk insilence; help & available,

The morning began with a light repast and welcome from Mrs. Abbiegail Hugine, CPR, Chairper-
son ane Congregational Care Steward. Prayer was offered by the Reverend Sheri Smiith-
Glaybom, Executive Minister, Mrs, Lorrainge Parham then led as the moderator for the three s es-
zjons, imtroducing each of the invited presenters.

he. Michele Cain, Diversity Outreach Cooardinator for the Alzheimers Association was the first
presenter, followed by We. Chandra Crutcher, Executive Director, American Senior Assetance
Frogram (ASAF). The final presenter was Attorney kevin Crenshaw, whospok e on Estate Flan
ning,

The audience was captivated from beginning to gnd. The guestiors were very thought proveking.
Comments aftervards varied fram, "I'm glad | came.” 1o "l learned so much.” to "Therewas just
not enough time to cover all the information and answer all the questions from the audience.”

The CFR Commites members were elated to kneow that they had truby provided a senvice for the
caregivers in the congregation as well as some from the community. Lecking fonward, the goal
now i to bring sach presenter back for a maore in-depth convers ation regarding each of the fop
ics that were introduced at this waokshop.

The SPR Commitee i grateful to all those who came outto support the fist wotshop. Sour
attendance and encouragement made this fistevent a wonderful success.
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St. John Observes Pentecost
by Sharing the Gospel in the Community

Pentecost, which means fiftieth (S0th) day, & commemorated as the day the Holy Spirit empon
gred the Church. Hwas taienfrom the Jews who ohserved it as a feast atthe end of the harvest
Later, the Jess came to associgte Pentecost with the giving of the Laa to Moses at Mourt Sinai,
this founding the "Jewish Ghurch!" Some present the account as the logical parallel to the am
powering andfounding ofthe Christian chwch on the day of Pentecost The liturgical colar for the
Pentecostseas on is red.

Under the leaderzhip of Behop James Davis, Pentecost has been a coordinated celebration
thraughout the Winth District: t has been a day of witnessing through Pentecost Gathered Ser
vices in Birmingham (2008 and 2011) and Pente cast Scattered (2010, 2012, 2073, and 2015),

On Pentecost Sunday this year, May 24, regular woship services were held at 2:00 am, followetd
by ehurch school, Music was rendered by the Male Chomus and Pastar Claybomn brought the
morming message. The text was Act 114 and the message was entitled "If 1t Wasn't for Sentain
Women." Pastor Claybern used the text to highlight and certinue the Women's Menth sermon
series on "Wornen of Worth” and ta celebrate the coming of the Hely Spirit. He expounded on the
following points that relate-towhat the women did inthe Upper Room as well & what'Women of
Worth must do to receive an outpouring of the Holy Spirt. They must cultivate skills and gifts,
become economically empowered, emhbrace the significance of the struggle, and hold onte spir-
itval leadeiship, The final ghallenge was te "do what God called youta da”

At 11 am, the normal time for St Johr's second
Worship service, members paricipated, along
h AMEs acress the state, in witnessing in the
sommunties of Edmaonton Heights and Zearcy
domes. Cwver 100 persons received information
ar St John and upcoming events, prayer was
pifered to all who accepted the imvitation to pray-
l . 2. Some members remained in prayer at the
' ghirch during the time of witnessing. Upon re-
. urn to the church, all participants shared their

r eriences, and a5 abvays, there were many

= | Zcpressiors of the blessings received by those
who received the witness teamis as well as

Pastrc avbion ghes Wit e5Thg IV Tato ket e depatiie fhose whao participated. To God be the glory!
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St. John Holds
Graduates and Retirees Honors Celebration

By Tamwanda Butrd
Photo graph vl v Darwin Washington

A bration by commemorating members
hu graduated and recent retrees

life ehanging event as the chair
and congregation melodiously sang,
=very Prabse s to Dur God” while
the Dance Minkty ministered in
flance to " He's Preparing Me." Pas-
of Claybom delivered the sermon
i "The Trarsition Inte “Your
Graduates/FRetirees were
recognized and presented gifts for
fheir accomplishment and success,

uates. Az graduates wall: across the sthge an graduatln:-n diay ta
recefive their diploma, feelings of satisfaction, exctement and
nestalgia hegin to setin. Far high schosl graduates, challenges
and new respors ibilities will be cre ated as they experignce adult
freedom far the first time entering college. New friends will be
rmade and peer pressure may ocour.

We pray that God Wil giwe them direction, puiposs, and perse-
verance as they ener the next phase oftheirfves..

Far college: graduates, the realworld has finally arrived. Graduw
ates will begin te search for jobs and enter the job market as
they finally: experience the workplace environment, and meet
people of all ages fram various hackgrounds. They may come in
comactwith unethical business practices, hear crude and wulgar

language, or experience ather behaviar that & unacceptable in pii-t;'r'c-q.ﬂ;.:.n .r,ﬁtq:_-u m eEEae
the wokplace,

We pray that they will nse above ungodly bekaviors and have the boldness b stand uo for what
isright wherever they work, study, or sociakze.

Az for retirees, this B @ huge ransition that takes one fromwortking tofinally having the freedom
of doing absolutely nothing. Many retirees generally find thems ebres traveling, enjoying family
and friends, ar participating in @ hob by which they have never had the opportunity o do, because
ofthe long dewvoted hours wotked, Now is the time to be free and enjoy life.

We pray Brmany continued blesgings dummng this new phase i i as they choose mew paths
2nd expioie new honizons

Congratulatiors to the following Graduates and Retirees for a job well dong!

Moaairardid e g A S
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St. John Holds

Graduates and Retirees Honors Celebration

By Tawanda’ Butard
Photo graph vk y Danwin Washington

Retirees

Alicia Browmiow  Nina Jotman | Mohaeia Bovn (EDS) . Shamn Buder
Abreeota Willams
Manah Gulatte Brerda Mack  Kewin Speight (PhO) Lary Daws

Waiter Jemins Deidre Walion Ambar Daws Azrmon e y Agnes Gilm are
Manisza Owens Sham ela AL Coy Doty O Cening

Fapphire Rochele . Mildred Palton

Shendrecus Spencer Giemm Figpen

L vid Welis Carmolyn Russ

Wel dowe, good and faghful servant You have been faihful with: a few thimgs; | will put you in
chamge &f many thinge. Com e and share your

Pastor Claybor, kgl sciool g AdiEE L Watet Je ki, Pactor Chybom, g@diSE T Sianeka Motoy, De Hp
Marlah Gikate aid Al Biow s low, and Rey, Shefl. Watos and Breada Mack,3vd Feu . She i,

Pastar Clayban,
retiee £ Samki
Rass, GErEP B
Fe b, Agues G
mor, Lary Dau ks,
Sham Brter,
Do mty O'Cin
and M ided Pation,
Al REw, Sherl




=t. JohnAMEN June 2015 Fage 13

Great Fathers of the Bible

By Paulette Bargon

ADAM

Adam was the first biblically recorded man and the first human father. He had no example to
follow except God, and after that big fisseo with the serpenthe had to rase his children ina world
of sin. He also had to deal with the tagedy of his son Cain murdering his brother, Abel. The sto-

ry 'of &dam has much ta teach today's fathers about the corsequences of theil actions and the
absolute necessity of obeying God.

ABRAHAM

The mission God gave Abraham was to be the founding Father of the Nation of lkragl. He was a
rman of great fath and obedience, which pleased Sod temendously, Abraham made mistaies
iwhen he relied on himsel instead of God, Still, he exemplified gualities that any father would be
wise to develop. A5 parnt of Gods promise, and to reirforce His covenant, God blessed &hkraham
and his wife, Sarah, with a son, Isaag, when Abrahamwas 100 years old.

God continued teortest Abraham, butthe biggest test on his faith was when God ask ed him tos ac
rifice Isaac, This time Akhraham obeyed, fully prepared to slay his s on while frusting God. & the
last minute, God intervened and provided a ram instead.

|S8AL

Isaac was theson Abraham tried to sacrifice. He could have resented his father offering him as
a sacrifice, but he was an phedient san, He probably felt |ntimidated trying 1o follow in the foet-
steps of his father. Mostsoms do. Butlsaac learned the invaluable lesson of tusting God fram his
father, That made lsaae the meost favaored father inthe Bible

Isaac marned Rebekah and they foundshewas barren, just a Sarah had been As a good hus-
band, Isaac prayed for his wife, and God blessed them with the birth of tairs; Jacob and Esau,
Isdac favared Exau, while Rebekah favored Jacob. Thatwas an umwise move for 3 fatherto take
and it caus ed a splitintheir family. |saac should have strived o love both,

JOSEEH _ _ :
Joseph was the earthly father of Jesus: He is considered the most underrate d father of the bible.
Hetook care of his wife, Mary and their baby. He san to Jesus’ needs and His education. Jeseph
akEo taught Jesus the carpentry rade. The Eikle calls Joseph a righteous man. Joseph's stary
telk us that you don't have to be.a birth father to be a good father.

0L THE FATHER

God & the Father and the Creator of all. He ‘& the perfect example for all eathly fathers. He &
holy, just, and fair and HE most outstanding quality is leve. Whoever does nat love doez nat
mow God, because God is fove. 1 John 4.8, We see God a our heavenly Father, Provider, and
FProtector. The only thing He wants is our obedience. God loves us so much that He saciificed
Hi onky Sonfor aur sins, and through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ He provided a
way torescue us fromsin's consequences. God affers us salvation.

Sometimes Dads are takenfor granted because we know thatthey will akvays be there
for us. So letus take the ime to honor our fathers this month, especially on Father's
Day. Give him a call or vigit. Tell him how much you lowve him and how you appreciate
all the things that he does far you. Seme of us have lost our fathers, but we can stil
shew our lowe for him by helping & new father. Some of & never krea our birth father,
o =0 tell that father figure ar the man whe touched your life in a positive way how mueh
vou appreciate him. If wou think that you never had a male wha ever cared for you
then, THANMIK ¥ OUR HEAVENLY FATHER, because He will always care and love you
unconditionalk.

... Aited with e and compasson, e mnte Ws son, embraced s and Kssed feim. .. Liske 130 17-24
Fathers Day is a time to honer all fathers and father figures. Some do netcelebrate father's day

lke they do mother's day. Taie the time te make this ene extra special.

Rekrence- aboutcomfreligion
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MEN'S
DAY

Saint John AME
Church

6.28.2015
10:00am

o

Join Pastorva

WEEKLY I-1.u|’J'.I'1"'~Hf.f’ SERVICES
Sundays ot 8 & [0:50am

MEN OF HONOR- BIBLE STUDY
June 3 & 17 a1 6:00pm

MEN OF HONOR- BOWLING

Jine 19- 7:30mm

Localion TBD

BOYS TO MEN "MAN UP” MEET L/P
June 27- 10am

as. Heretord Fellowshmp Hall
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St. John Hosts
Conference Lay Meeting

The Third Quartery Wieeting ofthe Maorh-
st Conference Lay Organizaton was
gld at St.John on Sundaty, Way 31, 2015,
e meeting was led by Conference Presi-
ent, Or. Wayman Shivers. Sside from the
armal buziness tems that are covered at
e meeting, several brealout presenta-
fions were coordinated by the: conference
Directar of Lay Activities, Dr. Simpson Bermy, Jr.
The sessions presented were;

1. The Constitution and Bwlaws—Ezecutive
Board Diuties

2. The Up-Coming 34h Biennial Sz szion

3, The Annual Conference Hedion of Oelegates
and Atemates-Bedoral College {(Functions and
Responsibilities}

4. The Bth Episcopal District: Summer Weeting —
CEG (June 22-25, Troy University — Youth Dele-
gates) - How to Plan Your Davy

A light meal was served by the St. John Lay Or-
ganization. Wr. Hodges Washington, president
ofthe 5t. John Lay Organization, coordinate d the
hosting o fthe meeting,

Cigmun Eopcerom Conians

Memorialization of a Man

for All Seasons
By Jarmes 0. Heyward

L& man for all seasons
gt Saint John A&M.E,

f  Huntswille, Ala-
bama was memarial-

d April 24,2015, A
rge  facility { Union
pel  Mizsionary
Baptist Church) was
rEquired for the ser-
ice in order to ac-
Eommodate the large
attendance. Or, Clark
“zerved  his  church
BVEr TTHEnY Years in vanous capacities. Or. Clark
taught in at |east three major secondary schools
in Huntswille and retired as Assistant Principal at
J0. Jahnson High Seheool. He touched many
lives in this community, state and nation through
his leadership role in aint John AWM. E. Church,
numerous civie: groups, professional education
arganiz ations and his fratemity, Mpha Phi dpha
Frate mity, ne.

Or. Qark joined Saint John &M.E. Church in
1857 -and served his church as a member ofthe
Trustee Board, the Steward Board, the Senier
Choir, and the Male Shoms. He was always in-

| terested in the adwvancement of young people.

Many successiil former students of Or. Clark
publicky and proudly state that "| dor't know
where | would be todayif Or. Clark had notinter-
wnedin mylig " Before his health failed, he was
always a regular at many church conventions /
meetings. In the eary sewenties, he worked with
official s at Wlarshall Space Flight Center, (MA5 A%
to establish a program for minority studernts to
work at the Center; this epened unimaginakle
apporunities during these days ©r our youth.
some of the youth of Saint John benefied from
this program and retired from high lewe| positions
with the fede ral gowvernment.

Or. Clark had a beautiil tenor woice and was
feguently called upon fo sing as a =zoloist on
many oocasions. In addition to singing with the
Senior Chair and Male: Chorus, he was a found-
ing member ofthe renowned A&lpha Phi 8pha
Ensemble that has been in great demand
threughout the State of Mabama and the Sauth-
east. Or. Clark oten told the story about the ‘ee
Presidept of the United States Hubert

it e e e d)




By James 0, Heya ard

A ameeied P jacep ) 3]

Himphreys anival at the Sirport in Huntssdlle
when he asked f©or Wilie Minge Clark. DOuring
Cr. Clark's tenure as a member of the Trustee
Board, he alwaws took the leading rale in the
raintenance of the éhurch's physical plant be-
cause afhistraining and background

Dr. Clak was wery dutiful in church attend
ance even after his health began to fail, he
would wually be in attendance on Sunday
marnings. He was akvays taveling, seme
fimes abroad, representing one ofthe srgank
zatiors of which he was a member. At con
venfions and meetings, it appeared that eve
rrane knew "hMinge Clark” and was delighted
to greet him. He was a member of the Marth
Alabama Educators Credit Union Execltice
Board of Directors for more than 30 years. 4,
fews months befare his passing, the Board of
Directars  authorized and directed  that the
organzation name the Branch Office an

Sparkman Drive in Morthwest Huntsville, the
"Willie Minge Clark Branch”,

His family members are his widow, hWrs. Low
Clark, - and his daughter M. Cassandra
Clark Thompson and her family

"Or, Clatk was truly & man for all seasons.”
There & not enough space to mention all of
the actions, impact-and invalhement that he
hadin Fie church, the City of Huntswille ar the
State of Alabama. He willbe missed at Saint
John AM.E. Churzh,

Prayer Time
Week Iy Prayer Time each Tuesday at&00 am.

Conference Gall Gredentials

LS Tell Hurmber (5305 881-91212
Meeting |D: 876 BE3-840

Liten t the playback anytime

Playback Number (5303 881-1218
lle eting ld BFE-B53- 540,
Press # to ignore any regquests for reference

numb er when calling for playback,
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Memorialization of a Man Soup Kitchen
for All Seasons i for Bt

"Let your good deeds shing
out for all o see, sa that
evervone will praise your
heavenly Father."

M atthewe 518

The greatest victory one can achieve with
wiork & to glorfy God. All other woik & inferior
to thie, Wok & only victariows if it s done to
theglory of God alone!

Pemars wha live for Christ, arelke a light that
reflects Him. Woak 5 in vain if these serving
keep quiet whenthey should speak or witness,
i they go with the flow; if they deny that they
have recepved talents fraom God: if they allaw
sinto dim their light and zestfor werk; if they
do not explain to athers that their wok and
strength are from God. fwodiers are a bright
beacon of truth, the werk will always prevail,
and be tothe glary of God.

Good work accompanied by everestimating of
the self can never be blessed, because i
drans attention to the individual instead of glo
rifying the Father in heaven. If He gets the
credit, the wet done far Him will avercame
evensthing,

We pray, Faithful Lord, let the woik of the
"SBoup Kitchen" bring hener and glory to Yo,
so that those who serve can be victorious. in
Your Mame. Amen

Online Giving is Easy!

Onling contributiors may be made to St Johbn
by using your PayPalE account

Within PayPal, send donatiors directly to St
John at e-mail address
stioghmamehi@aolcom. Select the option to
transfer fram yeur banking acsount or PayF al
halance and specify donatefriends and family,

E:: IE

Online giving & easy!
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2015

Thie manth's review's were written by Willie J,
Sandifer.

July &, 2015
Lesson Title: No Rest for the Wicked

Lesson Scripture: Micah 21
Print Mizah 2:<4 11
Devational Sengs: #4120, #272 [, and #2432 |

Bey Yerse: "Should this be said, O house of
Jacoh? Iz the Lord's patience exhausted™ Are
these hiz doings™? Do not my words do good
to onewho waks uprighth™" {Micah 2:7),

Inthis lesson we ledarm that there was nothing
funmy about the desperate plight of Gods
people. Micah prophesied that az a result of
their widkedness, the nation of Judah would
gxperience unrest and despain. We sxamine
two areas of Judah's life that were revalting to
God.

While Micah's audience was the nation of Ju
dah and not Brasl as with Amos’, the mes-
sage was the same, Because they had failed
to abey God's covenant Gods people would
experience extreme judgment in the form of
deportation from the land that God had given
therm.

Like the people in Amos’ audience, the people
to whom hMical was preaching thought that
becaise they were God's people in Gods
land, they would be exermpt from divine judg-
ment. They were going through all the right
muatidns, buttheir hearts were not there.

The book of Micah consists of three messag
es, each beginning with the: challenge to
"hear’ what God had to say. He began by
mentioning the coming destruction of the
narthern nation of Israel, but -his primary focus
was on the fact that Judah was just as guilty
as Israel and would alko he disciplined. Each
of the prophetic books preceding Micah, with
the exception of Jonah, emphasized Goad's
judgment coming upon the Jewish people
Mizah alko perned such a warning, and he
included @ major section of the coming king-
dom.

Each one of Micah's three messages makes
mention ef the remnant of Israel. He was look-
ing ahead to the restoration of the people and

the fime when Israel would hold a prominent
place in the world under the presence and
leadership of the Messiah,

July 12, 2015
Lesson Title: Mo Toleranece for Comupt
Leaders and Praphets

Lesson Scriptire: Micah 3
Frint Migah 3:5 12

Devotional Songs: #3680 |, #2528 [, and #243 []

Key “Yerss: "As for me, | am filled with power,
with the spirit of the Lord, and with justice and
might, to declare to Jacob hi trarsgression,
ard te lsrael his sin” (Micah 3:83,

Inthis lesson-we learn about the utterly broken

religious society of God's people. The systemic
corruption of Judah and krael moved God to
respond with catastrophic judgment.

The children of Israel were listening to messag
&5 fram their prophet, but the prophets were
bringing them a strange message that was not
fromthe Lord. While that might have heen just
the problem of the prophets, the fact & that it
became a problem for any whe letened to
therm and conducted their lives as though the
MESS a8 WETE TTus.

God's message to lsrael at that time was. that
because of them, bad things would happen to
dersalem. What they held dear would cometo
ruin, and it would be their fault because of their
sin.

How better to confront the fake message and
see jt carrected! How much better to leave the
situation where it ha gonpe wriong and sannot
be corrected! There may still be @ price to pay,
but it will be: less than the price of staying in
cormplicity and agreementwith false teaching.

July 19, 2015
Lesson Title: Justice, Lowe, and Humility

Lessan Scriptare: Micah &
Frint Micah 38
Devational Songs: # 7] #2517 and #243]

Key “erse: "Dl o justice, and love kindness, and
wak humbly with your God® (Micah &:8).

This lessen explores what the Lord had done
A il e s i |
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Church School Lesson

L e BT e

far |srael and what He expected from them.
Christians will see parallek with their lives and
hiowe they can respond. In the midst of the Era
eltes. rebelion, God's peaple heard thal He
reguired justice, lowve, and humility rather than
wain wors hip.

Micak's third message is given in the final two
chapters of this book. Lke the fist tao mes-
sages, it hegins with the challenge to hear
what God has to say, Micah presented the
Message & a courtroom scéene, opening with
God challenging He people to present their
case against Him. Inthis legal gontroversy, He
called onthe mountairs to be His witnesses
while He sought an explanation for the disobe
dience of His peaple.

Jduly 26, 2015
Lesson Title; God Shows Clemency

Lesson Scripture: Mizah 7:11-20

Print: Micah T:14-20

Tentative: Devational Sengs: #M13[ #2251 [
and #2243 []

Key “erss: "Whe & a God lke you, pardoning
iniquity™ &nd pass ing overthetransgression of
the remnant of youwr possession™ He does not
retain his anger forever, because he delights
inshowing clemensy” (Mizah 7:18%

This lesson portrays God's blessing en His
people in compassion and uifailing lave. W
cah revealed some interesting reactions to
Gods character. From his longing for God's
provision for He people to the pagan natiors’
fear of Gods Person, Micah presented one of
the most balanced descriptions of the Lord's
nature

Micah called the nation badks to s covenant
relatiorehip with God. He pleaded with the
people to return te the Lord, because there
wias no other ged lke God. When it comes ta

pardoning sin and resterng sinners, "Who &
ke the Lord™

In the clesing part of Wicah's message, the
focus was God's compassion and faithfulness,
Theseveses gave a glimpse of God s restara
fion of the remnant after the exile. Here God
gxtended compassion 1o the remnant of the
cowvenant people. By saving a remnant of

Church School
Book Ciub

Discussion Date; 20 June 15
10:00 A —11:30 AWM

The H:.l.Ebmﬁ‘_h Socret Liane Moriarky, 2015

Discusslon Date: 18 July-16
1000 A WL = 171230 Ak

The Fate of Mercy Alban, Wendy Weabb, 2013

Brace Alban has spent more thanbwenty years
avadiding her childhood hame, the stately Alkan
House on the shores of Lake Sdperior, for rea
sons she would rather forget: But when her
maother's unexpected death brings Grace and
her teenage daughter back, she finds more B
haunting the hals and passageways of Alban
House than her own pesonal demons;

Long-buried family secrets, a pads et of old love
letters, and & lost manuscript-plunge Grace into
a deeades-old mystery about a scandalous
party af &lban House, when a world-famous
author took his ewn fife’ and Graces aunt dis-
appeared without & trace; The night-has been
shrouded in secrecy by the powerful Alban
farnily for all of these years, Her mother intend
ed to tell thetrith about that nightte a reporter
on the very day she died- could it have been
murder? O was she a victim of the supposed
Alban euse? Grace soon realzes her family
secrets tangle and twist as datkly as:the man-
Sion's secret passages,

Church School
is held each Sunday
following 8 am Service!

Church School Lesson

Abraham's descendants God honored the cow
enant pramise that the innumerable descend-
ants of Abraham would bless all the nations

At the close of'the book, Micah highlighted an
other side of God's character. He featured the
God who goes overboard to redeem the re
pentant sinner, This God of Justice ake de
lights in pardoning the penitent sinner.
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Flexibility in Relationships
Philppians 2 1-8
Benit Bert Nt Brolen

Thie essay from Z1. John wan fist place at the South Birmingham Hunbville Bessemer Church
School Convertion,

The goncept of flexikility in our G hristian relatiomships present a conflict far many believers be-
cause of a perceived discordance bebween living a life that reflects the salvation we hawve
achieved and our daily operation in a world pregnant with situations and pressures that we must
navigate and adapt to'in order to survive, Often the pressure mounts when we are faced with
these situations and préssures as we atempt to survive in the world withowt compramising our
valdes and condoning practces and beliefs that contradict our own, Philippians 2:7-8 assures us
that in order to embody spirtual flexibility we must operate in humilty, valuing others and their
interests so that our relationships reflect the mine of Christ that guides. aur wak of fath. In our
pverall goal of strengthening relatiors hips, flexibility & presented inthe scriptural passage as the
one category of our lives thatshould illuminate the walue of a eharacter of flexibility,

The passage of s criphire frarm Philippiars begirs by saying inwverses 1 and 2 that"... if you have
any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfert fiom his love,  any common
sharing in the Spirit, if amy tenderness and compassion then make my joy complete by being lke-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirt and of one mind.” In this letter, Paul & remind-
ingthe Philippiare of what Christ has taughtthem abouttempering the storns thatthey facge, The
believers are encouraged to temain united., Corfort from Christ's lowe means that we are ableto
love those who are different, not by ostracizing them until they conform, but by our own trarsfor-
mation through love so that wee reflect Christ's love in & waythat encourages them to joinwith us
inour faith wakb. Spirtual relatiorships have their strength not in the ease of the relations hip bt
inthe leving spirt and one-mindedness of the believers as they engage In relatiors hip with each
other and non-believers.

The heart ofthis passage & in verses 3 through 5, which state, "Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or vain conceit. R ather, in humility value others above yourselves, not locking to your own inter-
gests but each of you to the interests of others. In your relatiorslips with one another, have the
same mindset as Chrst Jesus, valuing others’ imterests maore than our swn, Christ had neoseffish
ambition driving hls actions. Thus, as we pursue spiitual relationships within and ouside of the
body, we must develop the capacity to humble ourselves—bend, adjust, adapt, become flexikle—
and CHAMNGE from our own ways. Flexibility 5 the tool that allows us to reflect Christ's image.
Inflexible peaple are not willing to adjust to Christ's standards and, therefore, are not able o por
tray His image. The relatiorships that we build mustbe rooted in service tothe persan in the re-
latiorship and not in our own needs and interest.  Inflexible people will not be able to serve
Christin His image becawuse they are not willing to change inte what that image &. Their arre
gance and pride convince them that changing equalk to selling owt to the world and sacrificing
thieir spiritual ealling. However, the passage of scripture presented here indicates that thie & not
the case. The transformation ef owr minds that Paul eals = to have begins with a renewing of
our minds to reflect Christ's image.

The final verzes, verses Bthrough 8, tell what Christ's image Is so that we have a clear under-
standing of what our role should be in imitating and then modeling for thes e around us. The vers-
es conclude that Christ, "Who, being in very nature God, did not corsider equality with God same-
thing to be wEed to his own advantage, rather, he made himself nathing by tading the very nature
of a servant, being made in human lkeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he hunt
bled himsel by becoming abedient to death—ewven death on a cross!” Gods purpose for usis to
be conformed into His image. That corformation must take place in our hearts in order for us to
eflect the outward manifestation of the change in the world, Tramsfarmation does not mean
hending to every whim nor sacrificing our sore walues to live peagefully. The sonflictthat arises in
us comes when we deal with the passage as a whole. In erderto serve as Chiist served, it s imt
perative thatwe do as he did and mace ourselves nothing—valuing others more.

. AT VP RN
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Need a Spiritual or Emotional Chiropractor?

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

Just like a chiropractor & able to adjust dses or segments of the spine or skeletal system that
become misaligned —tkE abvays goodto chedd our attitudes and make adjustnent as needed to
stay in peak emotional spiriial and mental wellness. Here are a few things te remember.

Someone Elseis Happy with less than you hawe,

{4 matter of Gratitud e)

The effects of gratitude an aur well-being, published by Harvard Health Publicatiors, suppart an
association between gratitude and an individual's welkbeing.

Cther studies have looked at how gratitude can improve relatiorships. Fer example, a study of
couples found that individuals who took time to express grattude for their patner not onhe felt
more posiive toward the other person but ako felt more comfortable expressing concems about

their relations hip.

Managers whea rememberto say "thank you"to people who wok for them may find that those
employees feel motivated to work harder,

This finding suggests that grattude i an atainfment associsted with emotional maturity. You have
to train yourself.

What We See Depends Mainly on ‘What We Look For,

(A mahear of Pempechive — Law of dftection)

Thirk about how wou never s aw the make, model and calor of the car you have until you bought
one. What we look for - we find,

Energy attracts like energy —— if you are negative you attract negative people whe are messy
and entertaining and secretly sucking yvou lifeless of positivity, motvation, and drive. (W hy are you
going badk to school atthis age™ k& too late forthat, ete)

You Will Fesl Maore Motivated and Less Owverwhelmed & Stresssd F You Focus on Salu-
tions Ower Problems.
(A Mather of focus)

When you focus gn solutiors, you make RESOLVE higger thanthe problem. You are ahle tesee
things in a mare balanced perspective, net ignering ebstacles but you do not aver- magnify them
— nor the stress they cause.

A Year From Now- You llWish You Would've Started TOD &Y

(A Matter of Drive amd Motivation)

You may not finish everything you want in one day, but if you wed enit a little at-atime... save a
litl e every week, wok toward yvour goal a litle every day — a year from now you'll be glad you
stared TODAY.

Az always — itis litle adjustments in our day to day living that bring long lasting results.

#BeEmpowered

You can reach Janette with vour questions and comments at janette@janettes mith. som.. For more

anicles visit panl W BeEmponered. com.
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

FATHER'S

g
=
Jume 21, 2015 Father's Day
Jume 22-25 2015 M inth District Summer Mesting, CEC,
Tioy University, Tioy, Alabam 3
Sume 27, 2015 MEN OF HONOR—Boy=s 2 Men “Man Up”, 10:0002m
Jume 28, 2018 Men'sDay, 10:00 am. sarvee
Jume 2July v, 2015 Council of Bishops and General Board Meefing,

New Orlegns, Lowsiana
Sishop Davis preaches on June 30 at 7:30p.m.

Thatif you confess with your mowth, "fesus is Lomd " and belieye i your hear
INDNJC that God raised him fom the dead, you will be saved . Romans 10:8
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St. John Holds Prayer Vigil for the Emanuel 9

On Thursday evening; June 18, members of St John and the community came together far a
prayer vigil in memary of the nine members of Mather Emanuel AME Church in G harleston,
South Caralina, who were murdered during bible study on Wednes day, June 17, Pes ons came
from throughout Madson County to express their sorrow and to pray for the families of those
who lest their lives, for Maother Emanuel, and for the Charleston community.

Paztor Claybarn led the service. Music was led by the musicians. and the combined chairs. The
Reverend Gregory Bentley of Fellows hip Presbyterian Church, Behap Daniel Richardson of Ea-
gles’ Nest Ministries, and the Reverend D ehra Ballard of Livingston G hapel AME Church offered
prayers. Scripture was read by hs. Ashley Humphrey. Mrs. Delois Smith, a courselor, shared
infarmatign with persens present on howte deal with grief. Expressions af sympathy and assur-
ance ofthe protection by the city were expressed by Mayor Ternmmy Battle and an officer frarm the
palice depatmentspolke to pesons gathered to ersure them of their safety at churgh. Pastor
Clayborm read the names of each of the victims and offered words of sympathy and of hope. Af-
t21 prayer, the service closed with the singing of a song ef encouragement, "Wy Hope k Built.”

AL rariivecenl oo pampe T
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St. John Holds Prayer Vigil for the Emanuel 9

A v U g O

On the fnllnwlng Sunday, the worship service included a Ltany "The Doors of the Church Are
Still Dpen,” written by Bishop Adam J. Richardson. Azpecial offering forthe Emanuel Fund was
also received on that Sunday. Belan & the |etter that was sent to the Huntsville: community by
Pastor G layborn

St. John African Methodist Eﬁaiscnpal Church
Ko, | Prtricd L), Cllaghara,

June 18, 2015

Cur hearis have baan brokan by the news of the shootng a1 Mother Emanusi AME
Chutch in Chareston, South Carolina, We grieve the loss of Rey. Clements Pinckney
wnd sght of hik congregants and shed tears with 1hsir hearbroken familiss whils we
o thorm with our prayss.

Ve are thankful to law enforcement for thelr due dilipence n apprehending ihe
suspscl We ame in commmunication with our own local lsadera. law enforcermant
apancies snd the US Anomey's Cifice in Huntsvills, woiking collsberatisly an ‘nest
B

A & commundty chureh locatad in the heat of downtoan w8 hase had o be
sxiremaly aftentive and sensitive 1o the salety and: security of our congragaion snd
ovel the last several ysars, taken many mesasures io betier secure our own church
Ve suggest all churches maks this a priosity

Dur workd hi been rochsd by this svent - but not our taith. Ve heve hops in God lor
& bator day,

We imite the community To join us fonight for & lime of healing. Pasions and spousés
are invibed 10 jain Us 55 Bpm, we will then open our doors 10 the comimunity &l Tpm s
we pray lor healing, understanding, and pasce

=

O iak, (ar)

Rev. Patrick D. Clayborm, Ph.D - Pastor
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Jesus: The True Superhero
by Monica L Dillihunt, Ph.D, Director of Christian Education

Pt on the whole ammour of God, that ye m ay be able o gtand against He wies of the dek-
" Eohesians 611, HJW)

This years Vacation Bible Schoolwas another success. The average attendance was 100 per
sons each night Teachers, youth, young adults and adult classes were all excited to see what
twpes of Superhemes they would he trarsformed inte by the end of the week. This year's study
wias only four days focusing on God's plan for all, praying for God's help, defending justice for
others, and seeking sakvation through Jesus Christ

Each night attendees checked in with fun, fellows hip and dinner provided by the kitehen ministry
with help from the Sons of &llen, Stewardesses, Ushers, Kainonias, and chairs,

The spening night began with a video on how attendees would be transformed threughout the
week, learning the theme song "Jesus Superhera”, and a wvibrant introduction to the Superhero
teachers. Special guests taught the teen and adult classes. The teens were taught by "“Wonder
Waman' (Ms. Janette Smith) and the 2dult class was surprsed by the entrance of "Bikle Worn
an' (M=, Lilie- Biwers). Throughout the week all of the other teachers (M. Rufus Gilmare, D,
Lowe Brown, Dr. Billihunt, Mrs. Fears, hs. Little, Ms. Lott, Mrs. Whitehead, Ms. Heolland, s,
Humphrey and Ms. Elliard) were just as enthusiastically informed and provided amazng connec
tions to the day's lessors.

Youth participated in nightly crafts (led by Ms. Cheryl Anderson) where they made superhero
masks and capes: They alse paricipated in sutdoor games (led by WM Justin Vel where they
had towori together using the power of collaboration and team-wok as teams competed against
each other.

By the end of'the wesk all understond how Joseph faced some difficult ehallenges, yet trusted
God's plan and was appointed the leader of 3 nation; how King Hezekiah had been threatened
by & foreign nation and decided to pray; about God' s supernatural deliverance of Moses and how
justice & one of God's primary concemns; and that salation & the ultimate blessing of what it
means ta be-a Christian.

During the closing ceremony gach class gave summaries ‘of whatthey learned in their classes.
The pie-school class shared scriptures; the primary class, diessed in their tie-dyed tees and
masks, shared their memory verses; the juniors, inthein capes, shared a summary of each night;
the teens created a video s haring affirmations of how they connected the lessars to their [ves
and the ulimate superhera Jesus Christ the woung adults created their olwn superhero narmes
and emblerms that represented who they are and hew they can fight for a life in Christ and the
adults took ordinary tems and shared how they could use therm in their werlk for goad.

L AT A Y O TR )




st. John A M.E N July 2015 Fage 5

Jesus: The True Superhero
by Monica L Dillihunt, Ph.D, Director of Christian Education

A raierenerd frov g £
This was another outstanding VWacation Bible School experience for persons of all ages. Thark
you to each pers on who paricipated a a student, teacher, or in asupport position.
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Jesus: The True Superhero
by Monica L Gillihunt Ph.D, Director of Christian Education
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Christian Education Congress
June Z2-25, 2015 at Troy Univers ity Campus

The 411 on CECI

By ariah Gullatte

The Christian Education Congress, better
known as CEC, was spirtually empowering;
Bmpowering. AMEs to "Want Moe of Jesus
ihile daring to Towst God.” Sadly, this was
fhe last CEC-Summer Meeting under the
_adershlp of ourremt Servant Bishop James
: Davis. We are tharkfulto Behop Davis
and the CEGC leadership for allowing us to
gxperience a bit of college |ife before aur
ime. This has ghiven us a glimpse of owr fu-
fire. Thank vou, Behop Davis, for having
mion and allowing uste walle inthat vision,

There were poanedful guests wha presented
during the week of CEC, The Reverand Doc-
for Lee P, Washington (Pastor of Reid Tem-
ple AME Church, Maryland), Sunday's Best
winner, Crystal Akin, AMEs own gospel hip-
‘hop rapper Davonta Anderson, and some
extreme H.EA.T. were some of the pnruer packed guests that God wEed to ministzrte the Minth
Epizcopal District.. Womship service & akvays the kickof to all of the hype at CEC! Az we wor
shipped as one church, we witneszed the choir filled with YPDers singing with voices of praie.
Each daywe enjoyed watching drama peformances from each of the conferences fromthe sub-
jects; "Rethink the Fossible” "Rethink, Pentecost Gatherad” "Rethink, Pentecost Scat
tered,” "Rethink the Possible, Feeding of the 5,000, "Rethink the Possikle, Daniel Payne
College Legacy Vilage," We ako enjoyed debate topics such a camality vs. morality.
The highlight of CEC was. the presentation of 55,000 in schalarship money to high
shool graduates. VWow! B55,000 was awarded to high school graduates inthe Nirth Dis-
frict! 5t John AME Church e mber, Walter enkins was ane o the recipients...to God
e the Glory!

St John G EG attendees pose in frontof Troy U niversity fourtain,

Pastor Clayborn had a hand in the funtoo! He presented a workshop entiled, " Carnality
=, Marality,” Dr. Glayborm taught that carnality goes beyond pre- marital sex, gossip,
jugs, and gangs. Carnalty also ineludes having to havethings our way, avoiding the will

“pf God for owr lives personally, and not leoking out for the least of themn sosgially, which
Includes all of the isms {racsm, sexism, ageism, ete) The goal should be to strive for s pirtu ality
& modeled by Jesus. This may include breaking traditional patterns of thinking, even inside
church. This helps people to be who God called them to be beyond the imitations that they put
an themselves or others put onthem.

Every night boys and men partticipated insome phys ical fun- playing baskethball, which burned
almeost every calorle they had eaten! After dinnet one night, there was an enriching lesson that
taught what to do and what not to do "If the police stop you..." CEC members could not leave
Tray University without shutting it down with a dance on the last night. Before leaving campus
on Thursday, CEC was visited by Alabama's Secretary of State, Wi, John WMerrill, whe taked
aboutthe importance of registering to vote, and ke brought along seme voter registration forms,

We had a good time andwe are still tanking God for a power-pack ed week, Until nest year, we
will continue to seek "More of God..."
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Men's Day Celebrated "Men of Honor"
By AWIEN Staff Wiiter

Sunday, June 25, 2015, was the culmination of an exciting and spirtually enriching Men's
Maonth, The theme for the month was “Men of Honor' The men participated inweekly bible stad-
ies, went bowling; sang, danced, participated in Boys to Men Corference and led the worship
service on June 28,

The theme for Men's Day was "Building the Dream: Mind, Bady and Spirit.” The men of 5t John
participated throughowt the service, The Call to Warship was led by Brother Larry Davis, prayer
was offered by Brother Guy Ginn, Seripture { Matthew 7:24- 27 was read by Brother Clifton Miller,
the Welcome of Guests was extended by Brother Jesse Johnsen and Brother Wilbiert B rownlow
led the offertary prayver. The Male Chorus, under the direction of Brother Reginald Pearson ren-
dered music for the service. Selections included "Pass hle Not,” "He'll Keep %ou in Perfect
Feace, and "My SoulHas Been Anchored inthe Lerd.” & special group of male dancers minis-
tered in dance to the musical recording of "The Sound.”

There were three speakers for this special service. Each focused on a portion of the theme;
body, mind and spirt

Erother Justin "ol spoke on "The Body! He shared his testimary regarding a Iife:threatening
health &5 ue for which he was reluctant to seek help. He encouraged men to listen to their bodies
and take care of their health. Brother Yor's eondition first flared up in 2011 and he shared hiow
he was reluctant to ge to the doctor, thinking the symptams would go away. After treatment, the
symptoms went avay for several years, only te reoceur in 2014, Although he was eluctant te
seeh medical help at first, he later sought help and was determined to seek treatments until the
root cause of the problem could be identified. This testimomy was a memorable |fe-example of
how important it & to take care of the body.

Cr. Arthur Wakerspoke an "The Mind” A5 a retired educator and college president, D, Waker
spoke an how men (and people in generall can dewvelop their minds. He wsed a subtapic of
"Being Men of Honer — Cheose Attitude and Thought” He noted that people have the ultimate
power to choose by bringing their rminds inte submigsion. Points that he: highlighte d were to feed
the mind withthe fruth, free the mind from destructive thoughts and focus on the rightthings. This
theughtful mess age definitely equipped persons to develop their minds.

Pastor Clayborn spoke on "The Spiit" His message was enttled "If You Build 1t on the Rodk"
with teect from Matthew 7:24-27 . His message related dream building and the Spirt. He posed the
gquestion, “Whytake the rgk of building on sand™' and followed with points on how important itis
te "dig deep to build en a rack.” He noted that building on rock & not easy, but withautthe hard
weork, anewill be cut off ke building onsand. He further noted that the challenge of building on a
rock "will pullthe best out of us." Pastor Clayborn wsed the parable inthe textto show how mind,
body and spirt work fogether to build 3 stong foundation. He ako used the movie "Field of
Drears" a5 an example of building on a rock, making asacrfice, and making apportunity far the
future. Paralleling this te the life ef a believer, his point was that God never fails to bless when
ane builds onthe Rock,

Az the service came to an end, a call for men to gather &t the altar for prayer was made. twas a
blessing tosee so many men of faith gather around the atar and everflow down the aisles of the
church for prayer. This was a great testimony that St. John's men are "Building the Dream: Mind,
Body and Spirit.”
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Men of Honor: Boys to Men Conference
By Justin York

g men and boys of 5t John AME Church held the Boys to
(iflen Conference on Saturday, June 27, 2015, The men have
Il W 3G I Been worlking en forming a mentoring prograrm for some time.
The Boys to Men Conference was & much needed step in the

MEH pight direction. Recent events throughout our sounrtry that have

uf :';- nmference more timely than ever. Through the leadership and
Vision of Pastor Claybom, the effors and paricipation of the

H“Hﬂﬁﬂ n and boys of St. John AME; open, honest conversations

g a man of honor & not just 3 concept ortherme. It & a wak
baur men and boys must chose to taie every day. A wal that
must he displayed to those young and old,

The conference began Saturday maorning with all
if-the boys and men gathering in the church's
ganctuary and participating in icebreakers. After
much laughter and discussion, the music video
Man Up Anthem by 118 {a Christian rap group

aturing Leerae, KB, Trip Lee, Tedashii, She
aka, PRao, & Andy Mineo) was shown, The
feception of this music vides and song was
Mmixed tosaythe least. Onee the kyrics were read,
@it was revealed that these extraordinary young
men of God were spreading the word of God in
n entirely different way from how most were ac
pistomed. han Up Anthem & essentially what
BEeing-a man of hanor requires. The artists ex-
Y plain that faith, resporsibility, growth, being pre
@sent, and living the example of true manhood is
pirimnunt fany leftthe fiml discussion of the
mnrnlng Enllghtened anl:l wrth a leI'erEn't pespective on how the Gospelis taught

Group discussions followed the discussion of the Man Up Anthem. The men separated inta

groups to discuss various topics. Thesetopics ineluded: manhood and masculinity, true brother-
hood, leadership, respect for women, differences between boys and men, family reles, and so

Sl oo g J




st. John A ME N July 2015 Fage 10

Men of Honor: Boys to Men Conference
By Justin York

L vl e i )
much more. After much discussion in each group, it was lunch ime. Everyane enjoyed a hearty
meal catered by Mama Annig's Southern Style Cuisine.

DEcussions continued after lunch. Each group of men alko included a young man, not only 1o
teach butto gain perspective. Thes e yvoung men provided nuggets of wisdom beyvand their years,
zJd, afriend of Anthony Harbin, defined manhood as taking responsibility and making important
decisions, Anthomy Harbin spoke on leadership. Anthony queted Dr. Marfin Luther King, Ji,, "F
vou can't fiy, then run Ifyou can't run, then wak . f yvou can't wak, then crawl But whatewver you
do, vou haveto keep moving fonward.” The quote was right on time as the decussion of respon
sibility, leadership, and priorities were taking place. Making mistaies & a part of growth and in
order to grow, we must continue to meve fonward,

While discussion & impartant in identifying what needs to be corrected, practical application is
equally important. Every group dis cussion concluded with a plan of action to maie the ideas and
suggestions real. The actions included forming solutions to the Esues that face black men in to-
day' = society, young and old, Shewing respecttowomen and men, heing there for one anether in
times of need, displaying leadership gualities, treating others as one wants to be treated, daily
praver, studyirigthe bible, loving others, passing on knowledge and experiences, making respon-
sible decisions, and trusting God are just a few examples of how these ideas can be applied in
everyday life.

The corference ended with the youth discussing what they warted the men to know — Bsues
they deal with and what was antheir minds. Wallace explained how interacting with different eth-
micities changed his perspective on life and how cyber bullying & teal and turrs into real world
issues, Walter shed light on today's music and television, He explained how much of an impact #
has on today's youth and how some view what they see on television as real life. Anthony alsa
commented on television, "l often wonder why people da stringe things on television" MMichagl
armswerad by iddraslng why some people do thethlngs they do, “Some people just want atten-
tion." Jesiah commented on cyber bullylng ire
faiming the older men that it resufts from igne
fance. "Musicians discuss disrespect to get at
fention and noticed by others," Jason said. As
jou can see, these young men are very aware

are they aware, they know right from wrong and

e to be the right example for others to fiollow:
They have not let the ignorance of the world
around them change their values and beliefs.
Thie & a reflection of their families and loved
anes that -have instilled love and respect.

e must continue to work with our youth and
provide them with a place to discuss the issues
they face. The purpose of this conference was
Aot just to discuss the problems and Bsues we
aice as black men intoday's society, butto dis-
gover applicable solutions thatcan be taught to
ther young men. The boys and men of 5t

: - i | age the baoys and men you know to come out
and partlmp;lte in the fu-turt The Exnhange of knewledge and experience is samething that rmust
continue to take place in order to secure asuccessfulfuture for our youth,
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St. John Participates in Church School Convention
By Willie J. Sandifer and SEM Staff Witer

J|.IHE 1l 201
whmpd e Gl prodlra s T4 ARd Progse
500 A i 2 e Bonl i< b

St John Church School members traveled to C ivitian Park in Guntersville, Alabama to participate
in the Souwth Birmingham Huntville Bessemer (SEHE) DiEtriict Church School and Chiistian Edw
caton Convenrtion, hosted by Lwvingston Chapel AME. Chureh, an June 10, 2015, The:theme
this year was "Aim for Change "

A ctivities:

Knew Yo Ehike

AIM Team Ilehators
AN Parae of Curches N2zl

AWKRDS WSS PHzEs

—

St Johnsubmitted posters forthe poster contest, an essay forthe essay contest, and displayed
a margquee. They won fist placein the Essay Contest of which the prize was a regstration far the
Christian Education Congress in Tray, Alabama June 22-25 2015,

The debates were onthe folleving topics; 1) Students wha eyber bully pn social media shauld be
held legally respensible for any harm or ingident that resulls from their actiors § Students who
cybel bully on social media should not be held legally responsible for any harm or incident that
resuls fram their actions. 2% Clothes are statements! You are what vou wear! f Clothes are simply
fashion! ou are notwhat youwear! 3} A code of morality (right and wrong) & essential in socie-
ty f A code of marality {right and wrong) s not essential in society, 4) Police officers are justified
in their violence becawse their authority is not respected / palice officers are not justified in their
winlence because their duty is toserve and protect ALL,

The:Reverend Tommie Harvey Sr, from Gravitts Chapel A ME, Church in Mew Market, Ala-
bama, pave the message during the midday service, His text was from Hebrewes 13:5 and the
message was entitled "Gods Promise and Promises.”

The 5t John Church School was well represented and appreciative of the opportunity to work
with other Church Schools throughoutthe SBHE District. Thank wou Presiding Elder Allen for
vour leadership of this Presiding Elder District and to Brother Wilie Sandifer for your service as
SBHE Church School Superintendsnt.
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Eth District Schedule uf'AnnuaI Cﬁnferenr:es

z: 2, 15

November 11, 20 5

Plenary Meeting
November 12 - 13, 201

2015

Last Serles of
Annual Conference
this
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Technnlngy Tip

By Rigard e Williams

Fixing the
“USE device not recognized” Error

flany of us se devices thal Tequire a USH
port ta be'used whether & may he on-atakle
o=@ laptop. When:cannecting the UL 58 device
te & eamputzi, w2 often getthe famous "W SB
Revice Mot Recpgnized” errar, Wou can spend
a lat oftime woilcing 18 resabie e error with
eut hneaing the prope steps to take This ank
cle revielns several things that can be doneto
fie-this erman

The mest commaenly knawn methodta fix the
problem Eto unplug the deviee or estart, The
metherboard pf the computer s where the
hardware: of the computer connfeck, which
ingludesthe USE ports. Unpldgaing ar restart-
img weill allowd the processors an the mother
board to relaad drives that may be used by the
USE ports. The next figthat &an fiz the USE
Esue-iEito update the deviée drihvers-through
the device manager of the compual Access
the device. manager thraugh the central panel
ar by clidding pn start jeen and typing
devmgmtmsc. Onoe In the device managel,
there will be-a |Etof USE pors and thete will
ke an umknown device Indhe tist: Right clicking
gn the urk rown device, cligh properties, click
the drivers tab, and then =el=ot the option to
update drivers .

Ao within the device manager, one can
change a setting on the USH oot hub, ccess
this hub by expanding the USE serial bus san
trallerm, fight-clicking en WSB rest hub-and ge-
lecting properties; Within propertiies soreen,
there Will be'a =h labeled ponier management,
Glich an the pawer managementtab and U
check the satting that allows the computer io
turm off the USE device to save powern This
step will need to be perdormed for each USE
tecthil lsted and then restardthe samputer

Another option & to download the Windows
USE troubleshedater. The & a free tool that
waks with Windewas 7. With 'the troublesho ot
ET, users pan choose to seleot the-fives them:
selees at allow the fraubleshost program ta fi=

Church School
Book Ciub

Discussion Date: Mily 18,2015
10:00 A0, - 11:30 A,

The F ate of Mercy Alban, Wendy Webb, 2013

Discussion Date! August 15,2015
10:00 A M. — 11:30 AM,

Go Seba Watchmen, Harper Leg, 2015

&n Kistorie- I:rtféra? event:-the publication of a
newly dscovered novel ‘the earliest known
work from Harper Lee, the beloved, besteling
author of the Pulitzes Prize-winning classie, To
Kl 2 Mockingbim .

Ciriginally wiitten in the mid- 168505, Go S8t 3
Wakehm 2n was the novel Harper Lee fistsub
mitted to her piuhl.bil"le,rs befare To Ml 2 Mock-
ingbid. Assumed to have been lost, the- mani-
snﬂptwis dis covered in IItEI'I:I'H

Go Set @ Watchm an features many afthe char-
acters from To AWl @ Mockingbind some twerty
years later. Returning home to Maycomb to
visit her father, Jean Leuke Finch—Scout—
stuggles with Bsues hoth personal and polite
cal, invelving Atticus, society, and the small
Alabama town that shaped her.

Exploring how the characters fiom To MH 2
Moclinglird are adjusting ta the ‘turbulent
events transforming mid-1860s America, Go-

et g Walchman cask a fascinating nes light
“on Harper Lee's Endurlnﬂ clazs| p.rﬁnvlhﬂ fure
' and ﬁnmpalhng it:stands @ a magnificent
navel in hnm tight; - Amazon

Technology Tip

{eomtimaed )

the ksue |tis recommended to allew the fou-
bleshooter program to (esalvethe Esue,
Ancther pessible fio 5 to change the USE sord
begadse tmy have semesat of shortage.

These are-seme of the ways 1o, getthe USE de
viee waiking properh
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Bowling:
Men's Night Out

Follewing the Men of Honor Chaoir rehearsal
on Friday, June 18th, the men of St John
AME Church enjoyed a night of bowling and
felloweship at AMF Pin Palace Lanes.

Prayer Time

Week Iy Prayer Time each Tuesday at&00 am.

Gonference Call Gredentials

LS Tell Hurmber (5305 881-91212
Meeting |D: 876 BE3-840

Liten t the playback anytime

Playback Number (5303 881-1218
lle eting ld BFE-B53- 540,
Press # to ignore any regquests for reference

numb er when calling for playback,

Suup Kitchen
JOIN IN THE FEASTIN G

"The poor will eat and be
g atisfied” (Ps. 22 267,

There are mam: campaigns
that facus on the enormous
Ezue of poverty in the world today, Figures
report that milliors of people have to get by
with practically no rmoney. On the other hand,
there are those who are well off and throw
anay their leftovers that could feed the poar,

The slogan of thos e who wantto put an énd to
poverty is: “Make poverty history” The writer
of ‘Psalm 22 was not dreanting of a time that
peverty would be eradicated, In his joy of he
ing healed fram his illness, he was preparing
to go o the temple to give thanks to God. In
some offerings the sacrificial animal was
plaged on the atar and killed, and after it had
been sacrificed iwas cutopen and returned to
the wors hiper and his family te eat. Thie s
probably what the psalmist had in mind, and
he intended to invite the poor to join in the
feasting.

bt & akvays praseworthy when those who
have plenty decide tosharetheir mealwith the
needy. It much easier o be selfish and just
ignare the |less privileged. "F vou are thankful
to Sed for His Blessings, your  generosity
would be gladly appreciated insupport of St
Johr's Menthly Soup Kitchen" Monetary and
food items are needed and would be greathy
appreciated.

The Seup Kitchen & open egach 3™ and &4
Tuesday and M. Pearlean Myhand, Ministry
Leader, may be conmtacted for vour suppor,
Thank youin advance.

"Christ fed the crowds. Itwon't be possibkle for
vou-to- mak @ poverty history, but you can fum
someone's poverty into a feast.” Unknown

AME Proud

THE AFRIZAN METH I"II.‘JI"'T EFIE-

COFAL CHURCH Ha *r.ﬂE APP
AVAILABLE. The Office of the [.=|:'F|Hr.:|| Seore
E Church makes AME App a 1|I-

tany afthe
abile to persaons who would flce'ts downleadthe

App on Apple and Android devices. Manmy
connectonal =ervices are streamed anline wvia
the AFP
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A Tribute to
Mrs. Altonette Burks

dohn shared their memo-
igs of M. Buks, Coaol
lames Heyward and Mrs.
Wattle Ezell shared infor-

duks was a dedicated
member of Saint John
AE Church where she
cerved faithfully until her
iealth failed her. She
s a charter member of
Jthe 50+ Auxiliary and she
Cerved as wice-president
and on any committess
phiere she could be of
wsistance. M. Buks
pies also a faithful mem-
of the Stewardess
"Board and the Sanctuary
3 =-and her hushand of owver seventy
years, the late Arthur Burks, attended Sunday
worship regularly, until their health declined.
It was important to bhoth of the Buks to i
clude 5t John worship, “aeation Bible
School and other chureh events in the agen
da for their grandchildren when they visited
far the summer or whenever they were in
Huntswille. Col Heyward ako noted that Mrs.
Bunis was a charter member of the H untsville
Society of Professional Waomen,

Cr, Jearmette Jones shared the follewing
thoughts on Mrs. Buks based on their ca
reers at Alabama ASM University, Mrs. Burks
i fondly remembered for heing "guiethy effec-
tve” in all of her endeavors. She was alvays
positive, neatin appearance and akways kept
apleasantsmile. Her fermer colleagues and
students at Alabama ASM University (where
she taught from 18GE- 18984 remembered her
a heing a very nice lady, who was compe
tent and wery thareugh as professor ef histo-
ry.  Although she was very patientwith her
students, they did not mistake her kindness
for weak ness. Hshe was ever approached to
do something she did not feel comfortable
daing, she knew how to politeb turn # down
withowt hurting your feelings. She was a
good lady, and would de anything far any
hody, if she could. She loved and supported
her husband, loved her famiby and enjoyed
fis hing.

Online Giving is Easy!

Online contributions may be made to 5t John
by using your PayFal® account,

Within PayPal, send donatiors di
ectly t 0 St John &t [W])-
stiphnamehi@aolcom. Select the g
option to fansfer from your banking
account ar PayPal balance and
s pecify denateffriends and family,

Onling giving is easy!

Youmay also donate by sending funds through
FopMoney to stjohnamehi@aol. cam,

Mrs. Altonette Burks

Brother William Bell remembers her as "a
BLESEING, wery kind, and wery encouraging.”
Col. Heyward said "Mrs. Burks was one of the
nicest persons that | knew., She was 3 kind
and generous person and akways carried &
smile.” Mrs. Charlsie Brooks remembers s,
Buks a5 a woman who "seldom spoke, but
when she did it'was with eloguent aathorty."”
She also remembers her |last visit with s,
Butks as stated heie, "5 she lay there quiethy
‘she emitted such & beautiful aua, | stated,
gquietly and truthfully, ‘WMrs. Burls, your skin
and hair are beautiful’ Amazingly, she stated
‘Thank you' Thatwas Mrs, Buks "

Continue to pray for the Burks family as they
maurn the less of thelr beloved matriarch
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2015

Thie manth's reviews were written by Kenneth
FParham.

August 2 2015

Lessaon Title: Our Fedesmer Comes
Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 58; Psalm 28:11-
18

Print: Isaiah 83:15-21

Dewtiona Songs: #4560, #2272, and #2503

Hey Yerse! "[God wil come to Jion as Re-
degmer, to those in Jacob wha furn fram
trans gression” {Isaiah S9:20%

In verses 1-14, the Prophet Izaiah reminded
the lsraelites that due to thei sinful nature,
gither through slavery or voluntary practices of
pagan customs, Sod had turned Hi heart and
eyes away from His chosen people. Isaiah, in
these noted verses, indicated that, at a mink
murm, the lsraelites were guitty of murderous
acts, bearing fak e witness spainst their neigh-
kor, committing adultery, speaking evil ack,
and pedorming evil acts that had displeased
God, Isaiah ako indicated that sin was so
prevalent that amy act of tuth er righte ous-
ness became fainted by sin and this became
sin.

In verses 1521, Isaiah provided the children
of Israel hope in their ime of desperation. He
indicated that God =an the few that attempted
to liwe in truth and that He was aware that
these few would be consurmed. Isaiahindicat-
ed that God, Himself, was pulting on the war
armor in arder o do battle with =in and that
God's wrath would be measured and given in
return for the sinful acts through the lands.

Isaiah relayed that God weuld reside with
thoze who turned away from transgressions
and reminded the children of krael efthe cow-
enant that God made with their forefathers —
"y spirt that & upon thee and my words
which | hawe | have put in your mauth, shall
not depat out of my mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out ofthe mouth af thy
seed's seed’, saith the Lord, frorm henceforth
and farever.”

August 5, 2015

Lesson Title: & Cholceto be List

Lesson Scripture: Ezra 71, 8, 21-28; Jere
miah 7!1-15

Prirt: Jeremiah7:1-15

Devoctional Songs: #3777, #2511, and #243)

Hey YWerse: "Thus says the Lard ef hosts, the
God af Erasl Amened your ways and vour de
ings, and let rme dwell with you in this

place” {(Jeremiah 73}

The: prophet Jeremiah was instructed by God
to give the children aof Judah a final warming of
God's displeasure with the interaction of His
children and the holy temple.  God indicated
through Jeremiah thatHe was not pleased with
thosewho had broken the covenant by eammit-
ting such pracices as oppressing strangers,
mistreating orphans and widows, committing
murder and adulery, and practicing idel war-
ship, and then ecarme to the temple for for-
giveness and left to cantinue a sinful life as if
all was well God relayed that the children of
Judahshould lock back in history to the days of
the children of Israel and the relationship. that
the Israelites had with the Temple of Shiloh,
God indicated that He had given the children of
Judah countless pppartunities to repent-and to
hear God's vaoice, but God indicated that He
had had enough and would furn His badk tothe
children of Judah and ne lenger hear their
prayers. Gods presence would leave: the tern-
ple of the children of Judah just as His pres-
ence leftthe temple at Shilah,

In reading the lesson and considering the
word's angoing soocial decay, believers must
be tharkful that Jesus became the pateway
between the temple and God 45 a result,
they can stand within the temple and confess
their sins and God hears and forgives. Per
sons, now & renewed Christians, can go badh
inta the world as a better peopleto do as Jesus
has commanded, to love their neighbar.

August 16, 2015

Lessan Title: A Call for Repentance

Le==on Scripture: Ezekiel 18; Proverbs 27:2
-18

Frirt: Ezekiel 18;1-13,31-32

Dewotiond Songs: #4112, #8494, and #243

Key Werses: "Repent and twrn from all youw
trarsgress ions; othe wise iniguity will beyour
ruin. Cast away from vou all the Tansgressions
that you have committed against me, and get
yoursehres a news heartand a new spir-

it!" {Ezeliiel 18:30-31),

In thie lesson God spoke thraugh the prophet
Ezekiel. God started out by reminding Ezekiel
of @ proverk where the parents eat sour grapes

A il o e SV )
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2015

TR e (e A

and the kids will then in turn sin. God indicat-
ed that this 5 not tue and the children of lsra
el should cease in spreading this falsehood
(there & a similar bible passage, Exodus 20:8
that indicates the sins of the fathers will be
wisited upon the third and fourth generation, i
they are sinful. Here the ward "if' shauld he
noted to indicate agreement to Ezekiel 18:2-3),

God reminded Ezekiel that He holds anly the
individual sinner responsible for hisfhersine In
verses 5-8, God indicated that f a person is
righteoius — does not worship idok, does not
commit adultery, does not appreach a woman
who B on hel menstrual period, does not op
press - anyone, pays what heshe does not
stzal, feeds the hungry, clothes the naked,
does not charge eutrageous interest in lend
ing, does not partake in sinful acts, assists in
administering fair judgement between paries,
obeys God's statutes and ordinances, and
lives faithfully; that person will mot be judged
and heishe will live.

God, however, in verses 10-13, spoke to the
nature of a sinful son'daughter of a righteous
person {noted abowe) and indicated that He
woudld hold the sinful son/daughter accounts
hle fer hisfher acts and thal sonfdaughter
would be arswerable of hisfher acts even i it
meant death.

Inwverses 30-32, God through Ezekiel pleadead
with the children of Israel to repent and tumn
from their sinful ways and to get a new heart
and a new spirit God asked the children of
Erael and the present manfwoman, "Wy
should you experience eternal death™ God
indicated that He had no pleasure in the death
of anyone. God asks people toturn from thei
wicked ways and live.

August 23 2015

Lesson Title: God Demands Justice
Lesson Scripture; Zechariah 7,8-14, Isaiah
F0:18-28

Frint: Zech ariah 7:8-14

Devational Songs: #4244 #2598, and #243

Hey Werse: "Thus says the Lord of hosts: ren-
dertue judgments, showkindness and mercy
to one anather; de not oppress the widow, the
arphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not de
viz e evil inyour hearts agairet one anoth

el (Zechariah 7:9- 10,

The prophet Zechariah was given a message
from God far the children of lsrael {Jaws] living
in Judah and Jerusalem. God's message was
a reminder of how the Jews were to treat one
another. They were fo administer justice
amongst each other, not to oppress the wid
owes, the erphars, strangers ar poor, nor do ewvil
against their neighbar. The listing of actons
were those of treating one’s neighbor with dig-
nity and respect — tending to the needs of
one's neighbor.  These actions were also not
gid in previols lessans.

As Zechariah imstructed the Jews on how to
treat one another, the message was not well
receped. The Jews, living in Judah and Jerw
salem, took a stubborn position agaimst the
prophet (both Zechariah and earlier prophets),
The Jews turned 3 deaf ear and hardened their
hearns against God's laws and words. God
becarme angry and His resporse was to turn
His back to the Jews . God ako allowed their
land to become deseolate, which made the
Jdews leave their home and hecome strangers
scattered amongst other nations,

This reviewers take onthie lesson & that great
sin towards God will result in a greater wirath
fram God.

August 30, 2015

Lesson Title: Raturnto a Just God

Lesson Scrpture: Malachi 3:1-12; Matthew
T2

Prirt : Malachi 3:1-10

Devotionad Songs: #7, " Want Jesuzs to
Wak with Me" and #243

Hey Yerse: "In everything do te others as you
wiould have them do to you; for this & the law
and e prophets” { Mattheaw 7:12).

In reflecting on the previous lessons, a com-
men theme of sinfulness appears to have run
rampant threughowt the lives of the children of
Israel. They had forgotten the relatiors hip that
God had with the past’ generations.  God,
through the prophet (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezeki-
gl, and Zechariah}), was pleading with the bra
glites that the ways of the righteous were not a
hard living, Sod pleaded with the |sraelites not
to turn their ears and heards away from Him.

A Taimasenl o pampe | NI
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Get Off the Fence

By Paulett= Bargon

Are you on the right side of the fence ar the
wrong side of the fence? As Christians we
celebrate being onthe right side of the fence.
We pray, read the bikle daily, tithe, feed the
hungry, and many other Chist-lke acts. But
oftentimes some of us are straddling the
fence. We pray butwe are reluctant to pray in
public: We may witness in church or to close
friends but we won't &l strangers how we
feel abouwt Gaod, church or even tell them that
God really lowves them and He will farghe
them for their sins if they just &k and believe.
We think that someone else can minister o a
troubled family or asick colleague. Yes, a lot
of us are ieluctant because we are afraid to
zay the wrang thing or do semething that will
make us look ilkadvised bul sametimes we
have to Jump off that fence and step out an
faith.

We have to get off that fence and study the
word so that we can have the confidence to
t=ll others about how we mel and how we
experience Jesus. 2 Gormdhiang 5 T8-21...
We are Chhists am bassadors and God is
wEing s do speak fo you.. . Every belieyer ig
an ambassador of Chest to 8 monbefieving
Worid.

Sitting on the fence means not macing a de
cigion, He wants us to make a decision to
serve Him fully. God does not deserve a par
fial decision. Joshua 24 6. Choosze oday
whom you Wik senve... Butasformeand my
Smily we will gserve the Lord.

We must get off that fence and make a deci
sion to tithe with our money and our time. We
miet gve becawse God commands itand itis
an act of love and tharkfulness of what He
has already given us. 1 Ghonicles 2306-74...
Everytiing we have comes from you and we
give vou only what you have aleasdy ofven
718

We have to be willing to get off the fence and
mak e that next step. The minute we do that,
He will have mare for us, So if we want to
experience all the big things God has far us
then we have to take the sk and get rid of
the fencel. We do not want to lose God's
promise when we do not have to do so. We
would rather be at risk with God than to he
secure without Him,

Church School Lesson

AL e ol Mk g T

God wanted the relationship recannected he
tween the children of krael before it became
oo late.

In this lesson, the prophet Malachi relayed the
coming of @ messenger.. The messenger was
coming to prepare the way for Gods judgment
ag ainst the children of lsrael. 1t was. foretald
that the messengerwould be a arefiner shift
ing the children of the Levites dividing them
imta the righteouws and sinners. Then God
would swiftly judge the sinners (the adulterers,
falke swearers, sorcerers, those that deo not
feal God; and those who oppress the widow,
the orphars, and strangems). Hitory indicates
that before the messenger came, God was
silent in scripture for four hundred years. Past
and present scholars have indicated that the
messenger was none other than Jahn the Bap
tist

The lesson concluded with God reminding the
children of Israel that He had not ehanged,
The righteous of the children of |srael would
not be consumed. And again, God pleaded
with the nation of Erael, wha had fargotten His
ordinances, to return to Him and He would re
turn to them,

Church
Picnic
Planned

for August
15th

The esommites i
gearing up for the anpual plenie. Sign-up
sheets are posted on the board outside the
main office. Please SIGN UP so that the eom-

mittee ¢an begin woiking on a head count for
food and activities.

Grab your folding/lasn chairs, and come out
for a day of fellowship, fun and food. The
theme & "Piznia atthe Farm." The location &
Alabama A&EM University Agricuitiral Re-
search Farm and the time & 3-7 pm oon August
15. There will be games, sports, music; line
dancing, and entedainmentfor all ages,
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J. F. Drake State Community & Technical College
Names Building in Honor of
st. John AME Church Member

By Barbara Johnson

Mrs. Marma L. Powers-Jenkins, deceased (Movemnber 2, 1297 member of 51 John AME G hureh
was honored posthumowsly, on Monday, June 23" in a dedicatary ceremony organized by her
former students and the adminstration of J. F. Drake, Mrs. Powers was an exemplary instructor
and leader at Drake State for 32 vears, leaving a legacy of countless individual she influenced
and trained. Mrs, Powers-Jerkins established the cosmetology curficulum at Drake State in the
60's and trained hundreds of beauticians throughouwt the Hurtsville-Madisen County area. She
was an entrepreneur. She establis hed Frau-Lyn's Beauty Shop on Meridian Street. The purpose
of the beauty shop was to maie available a professional training center far her students fo be-
come proficient in their delivery of cesmetology services. Later, she opened Frau-Lyn's Beauty
and Barber Supplf Shop on Dakwood Avenue to provide the cliniciare with the products they

needed to zervice their clientele,

The studerts and previous administration spek e highly of Me. Powers-Jerkins and her love for
her students and her profession. Students, many of whom are practicing beauticians, still reme
ber her fondly and owe their success to her enacity and determination as & wonderful, kind and
generous, vet firm and deliberate instructor.

The Morma L Powers' Salon Management Center of Excellence is a testament to her legaey of
learning and lowe for her students. It howuses the barbering lab, cosmetology lab, spa manage-
rment center which includes a pedicure and manicure facility,

Mrs. MNorma L Powers-derkire was the daughter of the late Mrs. Dicie Powers, sister to the late
Mrs. Ailean Wikins and hrs. Mary Johnson. She was alsothe siter to Mis. Susie Powers-2kimns
and sister-in law to Mrs. Mary Powers. & hostof nieces and nephens are also part of her extend
ed family, several ef whem are members of 5t Jehn AME Church.

-
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BACH TOSCHODL SOON: THINGS |'WISH THEY TAUGHT LIS GROWING UP

By Janette B, Smith
Cerifed Stategic erembon & AMndset Coaclr

YES. Summer & winding down and sponthe kids will be heading back to school. Though mamy of
uzs are not heading off to classrooms - there are tons of things | WISH we had [earned while =4l in
the classroom. | am taking about vital [fe skils and fundamenrntal living mindsets to better empo
wel s tosusceed in life. Mot everything that s worth knewing & ehalked up an black boards, at
least notyet. Here are five (5) things we could ke nefit from learning early in life.

1. Spotting & Scam

&z arule, scheok do pottend fo teach-children about hew to spotthe sigrs of @ swindler, and
getting fleeced at least ance & currently the only wiay to learn about the incredible amount of
scams that plague the world. Knowing a dodgy deal when vou see one & something that comes
in handy in today's world, especially in a8 day and age in which-s¢ many are able te hide behind
the zhifting face of the internet Teaching students & =pot'a scam ean allows them to go a long
vaay in life

2. Hegotiation

In most clazsrooms, there & very litle roarm far negetiation: It 5 a shame, really, singe when you
enterthe big, badworld of adulthood, being ableto negotiate is vital in order to help get you out of
some serious|y stidey stuations. Megotiation strategies come particularly in handy in the world of
business, and teaching children how ta master thie skill fram a young age can end up having all
kinds of benefits in later life.

3. Self -defenss

If 5 newer nice to think about, but that does not stop the fact that there are depressingly high
rnurmbers of dangerous people aut there in the world who ane day might target you pers onally for
a numberof reasors. Tostaysafe, it 5 important to learn the very basies of self-deferse —bothin
temes of being able to pretect vourself through the ai of speech a well as physically, if it ever
needed. Sel-defers & can boost your confidence, keep you happy, and allew vou ta live a highly
successul life,

4. Mental Health

Oecasionally, schook will host workshops and activty days where various salth representatives
wiill totter from classroom to classroom, but far the most part, the aspect of mental heatth 5 left
entirely up to the schools courselor, ifthey have one. More can be done with today's yauth in the
area of education on mental health Bsues |ke depression, which can be misunderstood. Raging
teenage hormones are not the same as someone who & dealing with depression, and high-
quality merntal heakth education is needed in every school in order to help everyone leam about
the more rtoubling eonditions af the mind

5. Socidizing & Nebwoarking

Managing your internet profile is about 50 much more than having a high number of “llkes” on
Facehook these days. It can be the difference bebween being offered a terrific job opportunity and
facing an endless string of rejections, Keeping your appearance anling professional and in chedk
will make potential employers recognize your maturity as a person, and schools really cught te
wiide by teach the artand discipline behind crafting your wery own unigue internet ide ntity.

You can reach Janette with your questions and comments at janette @anettesmith com . For more artices
wisit . Follow Janette- at:

Faeelsak

S 5

dunaiiedlEmitli disnAita AR

Experstaken and edied fom Gareth Uewl, “13 Thimgs You're Mot Taughkd i Szhoo! That Celermine Your
Success,” www likhack.org, (May 18, 2015)
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mrsa | St John AME Church S
% | 229 Church Street LS. Hixtags
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
Fermit Mo, 240

{256) 534-6B28 Fax

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Suly 12-29, 2015 18* WME Quad rennial Con vention, indianaoolis, Indiana
Jhly 12-165 -¥PD, July 17-21- WME

July 18, 2015 America’s Best Praise Dance,
fezgturing 5¢ John LRurgical Dance Ministry
600 pm , For Braun Cenfer

Apgust 2-6, 2315 34 Biennial Session of the Connecfiona Lay Om anization,
Chanasion, South Caraling

Avgust 15, 2016 Church Picnic, 37 pm, A AMU Agricultural Research Farm

Augqust 22, 2015 SBHB Harvest Home, Gravitis Chaoai, New Mariser, AL

Augusr 23, 2095 AAMU SUNDAY

Sepfember 1512, 2015 North west A lebamea Annva! Conference, Birmm gham, AL

That if you confess with your mowth, “Yesusis Lomd ¥ and believe in your Feart
INRENJC that God raizsed him from the dead . you will be saved . Romans 10:3
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Pastor's Message

Free to Worship
John B:3E 3T

This summer, | turned <0 years old — truly a milestone for mel {And, tharks for all the well
wishes and gifs many of you gave last month. They are much appreciated.) In the spring be
fare my hirthday, | ask ed God, "How do we, as a church, experience more of You?' God re-
plied quits sirmply, “Worship Me more.” | immediately responded to Ged by inguiring, "How do
we do that™ After a few moments of silence, | then heard God say, "Be free” God did 5o a

. Sheri and | stood in line to get a picture with Anthony Brown (yes —the same Anthamy Brown
Fagier Fainok 0 Tlaghom, PO fram Anthomy Brown and group ther®Py!) &t Bishop T.D. Jakes' Pastors and Leaders onfer-
ence in Cirlando, Flarida. God nudged me as | looked at Anthony Brown and said, "He will help
sou As W, Brown signed a CD for us, | ashed him if he would be willing to come and lead us
in worship if me called him. He told @ that if we - called hirn, he would come.: A you san see
fromn the pictorial display in last month's Esue of AMEN and inthe article/paem be autifully writ
ten by Me. Barhara Johrson inthe pages to follow, we called and Anthony Brown and group
therAPy camel: They ministered to us through musical worship and praie in our Free to Wor
ship event and even perfarmed a couple of selectiors from their new album, which atthetime
had not bheen released yet

However, befare | say mare aboutthem, | needto share mare aboutthe impetus fortheir comr
ing to he with us. After God tald me the persons who would help our church to be free to wor-
ship, God gave me a direction for how wee were to get free: we have to mak e ioom for wois hip.
In John 8, Jesus told some argumentative Jews that his idertity as Messiah and message of
love would not resonate with them (even to the poirt of them seeking to kill Him) “because
there is no place in [them] for [His] woerd” (Jahn 8237 ) They were going to miss allthat Jesus
had to offer because they did not have room — ne, they would not MAKE ROOM —for His weard
in their lves. When we have so filled aur lives that there & no room for God's word inus, how
dowe maie room? "Then Jesus said to the Jews who had Sefisved in him, “If you condinue in
my woud, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the fruth will make vou
free” (dohn8:31-32). Tomake room far Jesus' ward, we must have faith in Him. Faithfrees us
to follow God inte the urknown and place our lives in God's hands. Faith is our choice to give
our heartto Christ, Thi cedainly makes room for God's word in us. Alongside faith, corsist-
enthy obeying God's instuctions allowes us to maie room. Jesus was clearthat they had to cor
tinue in Hie word, which means that He had already given them the werd they needed to keep
oheying, Jesus told Micodemus to be opento spirtual births (growth) in chapter 3, He told the
Samaritan woman to beg epen to spirtual lesations in chapter<. In the same chapter, he told
the officialte be open to spiritual direction, Jesus told the man at the pool in chapter 5.to be
open to spirtual healing. When we have faith and continue in Christ's word by being open to
spirtual birthsfgrowth, spirtual locatons, spirtual directiors, and spirtual healing, we are made
free for worship,

Bringing Arthony Brown and group therAPy to 51 John demanded us o have faith and to be
opento spirtual growth, spirtual locatons, spirtual directiors, and spirtual healing. They chal
lenged us to expand surworship —to participate beyond our comfort zone, They pushed uE to
mase our worship heard. They encouraged us toinvite God's presence se that Gedwould in-

L AT A Y O TR M)
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An Cde to Friday Mite Live

Free To Worship
Feahoing
Anthony Brown and Group Therapy

The atmosphere was ripe with excfement and delki ghi
For a new End of worship wasin sfore fhisw ghi
There was scanmpenng abouf and whispering around back,
Whale Ehe ::fg:'egfﬁau comein a.nﬁgwi'{y relazed
A new Hnd of worship had come fo fown
In the underd able form of
Growp Therapy and Anthony Brown

Rev Sheri opened fhe aliar for reverent prayer
There was plenly of room af the alfar down there.
Az "Jesus, You Are the Center of My Joy * wasEIa.ja:i',

Even the folksin the pews fervenily prave

Apasdonale and gunbiel poriraval of God's lowe and de voii on,
Was demonsratedin the Dance Mwshy's emofon
The waving of the blue 3lks symbolized the flowing of the =2a,
Mude apparent fo resemble the fdes that engulf vou and me
As the cinax cone and the droma draw fo a close,
The Demce M msiry emphas zed whose hands we should hold

The Prai sz Team (Ensemble ) pre ssed forward in one accord-—one vaice.
Adang, answening, responddng fo the chaice.
What 's your purpose? Do You Know why you're heve?

Liung up fo Hs Flan, Seeling vour Dediny ... Fou've nothing io fear.

FL o i o g )
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An Ode to Fridar Nite Live

Free To Worslip
Featuring
Anthony BErown and Group Therapy

AL i b R 2
Can 't have Friday Nie Live withoul a sermone e in i sjoint
And Rev. Clayborn, God Bless lm, did noi & sappoinl
Eringing our alfenfion fo fhe Samarfon Woman 's siafe af the wel,
Radical Hogmfal iy was the focus, we conld fell
Radical Hospitakly has fo be above the norm,
It must nwet o sfiranger ‘s need in any shape or ﬁ:lrm
Reel Worshap. .. Real worshapisin gunt andin truth
No room for excuse, after excuse, afler excrse
The Lord asked the Samarilan wonwmn for a diink
Whed wonld vou do? What wonld vou thnk?
Give Him your all. Pul God o the fest
See what He'll do, when Fe gives you, His besi

The was primed. The spintwas lagh
The mnﬁ:ﬁﬁan ﬁ.:.'; ready, wafﬁ.lz:'a rﬂ.::d_".lgn:l Ay
The adulls were up oud of their seals
Even the yvounge s lids were seen on thety feel
Holy Sprid, Foly Spart, You were welcomedin flis space,
As Anthony Brown and Group Therapy took their place.
Honds re sed, shouls of Amen, hands clappng even louder
Evervone wasup... ... fhswas Jems ' Power Hour )
New songs, old songs, and a kitfle Sl Stone,
Hymns even, broughi the eniire concari home
We waled enxously, Yes for the song Brown had Wrihed
That's when he opened with ihe hearifell- WORTH!

Hallelwyjal! Hallelyjah! Friday Nie Iive was comang to a close.
Hands rai sed, fears shreaming down our face, so gled we had choss,
To come and be a witness fo how we could feal,

When our worskip was lond! When our wordsp wasreal!

Fith resounding praver at the aliar and praise il around,
Thanks o the remarlable, musc masier
Group Therapy end -*]J‘Iﬂll:li'ﬂ' Erown

... Barbara Johnson
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Free To Worship
Feahuring
Anthony Brown and Group Therapy
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iITHRIVE Worship Service: Free to Worship

by Ashley Humphrey

.fq. few days before, on Friday July 107, Stodohn had aleady begun to wors hip
ith @ concert given by Anthony Ermn & Group Therapy, Se the cshurch was
guite eager to continue to be Free to Weship on Sunday, July 12th for the
ITHRIVE Warship Service.

4 o

A video entitled“ This & Our Chureh” was shown and itemphasized the paint that
St Jdohini not a perfectchurch but it 5 a church strn.rlngtu de the will of Gad and
ive in the love of God, The Praise Ensemble led praise and wnlshlp with ‘Haly,
‘ohy, Haly" by Byron Gage and "Worth' by Anthony Brown & Group Therap'g,r Et.
dohn Minsty Ars Crew presented @ video called "Get Connected.” It featured

: . youth, who are members of St. John, explaining their ideas and thoughts onwhat
Guest preacher, the Rewrend connected them to St John and God, They ako spoke on things Pastor G laybarmn

=aminis i son had preached or taughtthat helped them thrive inthe will of Godfor their lves.

The Praise Team ministers insong, led by Brother Reginald Peason
The children's chair, led by M. Mary Rankin, allowed the spirit of God to flew through them, a
waell, with two beautiful song selections, The dancers ministered to us with a8 heartfelt dance and
ako put a twist "We Give Thee but Thine Cwn" by translating it in motion: The VIP choir wor
shipped through song throughout the service underthe direction of Brother Reginald Pearson,

The Children's Choir w as directed by s, Rankin and the Dance hinjstry was led by Or. Paterson.

Pastor Clayborn then introduced the spea:er of the maorning, the Reverend Dominigque Robinson,
The Rewverend Robkinseon began her journey in preaching when she was 13 years old, She
earned her B A from Georgetown University and @ Master of Rivinity and Master of Theology
bath fram Emoary University. The Beverend Robirson & currerthy workiing on her doctorate from
Columbia Theological Seminary, Her sermon was entitled "Messed Up bhut Still Anointed to Be
Bleszed: The Drop was Necessany.” The textwas fram Second Samuel 44 and 2:1-11. In the

P el ey i e Gl
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iITHRIVE Worship Service: Free to Worship

by Ashley Humphrey

A i v perpa 3 )

sermon, the Reverend Rohinson told warshippers the story of
jilephibhosheth, Jopathan's son, who was dropped and ren-
red eripple. Later Bavid found him, gave him land and serw
ants, and promised that Mephibosheth would always have a
ieat at the King's dinner table. The Reverend Robinson em-

mental in preparing them for the blessing and callings God
on their lives,

N closing the sermon the Reverend Robirson shared her
imazing testimony of having heen abandoned by her parents
tsixteen and being homeless for the remainder of her high
ichool sareer, Triumpharlly, through the grace of Ged, she
managed to he accepted to not one top university, but three!
She letlstenes know that God sends peopletheir wayfar the specific purpose of blessing them;
if enky they would trust and believe in God.

Pastor Claybor held a special altar gall and ssued the iwitation to Christian Dieeipleship. The
Reverend Robirsan gave the Benediction and the sanctuary was filled with music as the parish-
ioniers left. The congregants ako had an opportunity to spedk to the Reverend Robirsen after
the service as she autographed copies of herbook, Unsoolen faiss,

This was indeed aservice moved by the Hoby Spirt and ordained by God. AMEN.
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The 2015 WMS Quadrennial - From the Delegate

By Monica L Gillihunt, Ph.D,

- ——

St. Jehn missionaries with Minth CGistrict WS President, Caroln Cummings

The 18" Quadrennial Session of the Women's Mssionary Society of the African Methodist Epi-
copal Church convened in Indianapolie, Indiana July 17-21, 2015, More than 1,300 delegates
and observers met o conduct the business of the Missionary Society. The 4" Episcopal District,
under the leadership of Bshop John and Supervis or Cecelia Bryant met Migsionaries in grand
style, This years theme was "Transforming Lives... Building C ommunities... Impacting the World”
hased enthescripture Romans 12:1-2.

Bishop Reginald T. Jackson used this year's theme as the opening message, challenging M-
sjonaries totruly understand what it mears to trarsform lives, build communities and impact the
world, He foeused on getting back to the hasics and taking back communities instead of waiting
on others fo do the job. He reterated that unless African Americars do something different for
oursehlies soon, we are going to be alest people. Later Friday afternoon, the business sessiaon
was called to arder.  After greetings from the President Behop Vashti Mckenzig, Executive DF
rector of Global Witness, and other affiliates and ezumenical partners, the Service of Rememe
brance was held, remembering the lves of deceased members of the Societies around the
wearld. MNextwas the seating ofthe delegation which totaled 1,215 delegates.

Connectional Cfficers’ reports and District reports were giventhroughout theweek highlighting all
of the wonderful things being done by Missionary Societies around the world. During the Presi
dents. repart, Dr. Shirey Cason-Reed highlighted 8107 new members, with 1402 yaung wam-
en; increased attendance at NGO Conference; WMS Disaster Teams now serve 18 Epsespal
Districts; Rohing ceremomy at Cape Town, South Africa; and more. In addition te the report, the
President unveiled plans to build & clinic for women who have ne place to receive medical atten-
fion in Porte-Prince, Haiti. This building will be named Sishoo Saah F. Davis Outpafent Health
Center, Al 20 Districts ether pledged ar paid varying amounts totaling ever 5100 000 to get this
projectstared.

The constitution and bylaws of the Mesionary Society were abo presented for changes and
amendmenk, The age range of the Young People and G hildren's Division was a big debats;
howewver the change in age was again voted down. There are several changes that were voted
on and will be ratified atthe General Conference in2076.

P Evirais it g 20 )
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Back to School Feature
By Tawanda Bufard

August 5 here again! The time has finally come as the lazy days of
summer gradualy slipped away, A5 Kindergadeners arxiously
await their first day of school, and High School Seniors. anticipate
the exctement of taking senior portraits and gradusting; its an e
citing time for our youth & well as for parents. Athough these are
major milestanes in the life of youth, they often have a tough time
adapting tothe transition of going back to schaal

Buring the summertime most youth were imvalved  with summer
activitiesfcamp, taking family vacations, and playing with friends. Do
Aot farget abeut the guality time spent on the computer surfing the
net or playing games, watching movies on ipads, [Etening to music
on ipods, or playing Nintendo®Viib e Video Games. Forthe older
generation, use of the cell phones corsumed mest of their tirme
wihether texting orvideo chating. D uring the summer months it was
a fun time for many, especially not having a designated bed time.

Times are different naw. Gone are the days where kids would stay

outside from sunrise to surset playing Hop Scotch, visiting the loeal likrary for the joy of reading
books, ar having a lemenade stand to raise money for 3 certain cause, Nowadays kids can play

games with anether kid in China or even make videno calls to friends wing Facetime. Time &
spent excessively on Facebook, Twitter, Irstagram, ar Flickr, It is guite ebvious that gadgets and
social media compete with ather activities and cons ume the vouth of today.

Meow that kids are back in school, tE an adjustment tirme for all, Getting a nelv school year off to

a good start can influence children's attitude, confidence, and peformanece both socially and &ea

demically. The trarsition from 2ugust o Septernber can be difficult for beth ehildren and parents,

Ewen children wheo are eagerto return to class must adjust to the greater levek of activity, struc

ture, andforsome, pressures associated with school life, The degree of adjustment depends an

the child,” but parerts can help their children manage the increased pace of life by planning
ahead, being realistic, and maintaining & positive attitude. Due tothe increased enargy level far
parents and kids, listed are helpful tips to ease the back toschoolstress:

« GET EMOUGH SLEEP: Parent should establieh a reasonable bedtime so that kids will be
wiell rested. Adequate hours of sleep promote increased school performance, good behawiar,
and great attention to detail and memaony.

s EATING A HEALTHY BREAKFAST: Since breakfast s the most important meal, it provides
the necessary energy and nutrients that lead to increased concentration needed inthe class-
roarm.

= BEING SUPPORTIVE: Parents can assist their child with writing gown im porant infor mation
to help remember details such a8 class schedule and time, lodier combinations, homewaod,
bus number, teachers’ and/or bus drivers’ names,

s« CORGAMIZING: Use awall calendar ar personal planner to recerd when aSsignments are due,
tests will be given, and dates for school activitiesAunctiors. School clothes should be deter
minedthe night befare to avoid the hassle of deciding whatto wear the next maming.

Kids and parent should take care of themseles by geting the appropriate amount of rest during
thie transitional phase. Befare you know it, the Monday thru Friday routine will ke done with ease
and less stress,

Az students beginthe 20152016 school vear, parents, must keep students motivated and er

couraged as the students immerse thems elves with the gift of leaming. After all, the youth of to-
dary are the future leaders of tamor row,

Sl oo g J A
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9th District Supports Bishop at General Board

By Monica L Dillihunt, Ph.D

Members af 5t John: Dr, Thalia Love, Dr, Moniza L Dilliliunt, her mom, M=, Geen Fugh Dk
lihunt ke, Ernestine Barnes. Ivery, and Mr, Willie Sandifer joined Pastor Claybomn, Reverend
Sheri, and their children, Patrick Il (F2) and Joya, to support the Minth District's Servant Bshop
James L Davi in Mew Drleans, Loukiana & he preached the sermonforthe Opening Weorship
Service of the General Board. 5t John members were among the over 200 members fiom
across the Nirth Episcopal District who sttended ta support Bishop Davis.

Bihop Davis' sermon, "A Legacy of Faith,” with text from | Timothy 1:1-2 {(one of his favarite
sariptures) reminded listeners that "There is @ Today Becsuse There was 8 Yesferday " He
reterated that f we do not have respect for owr heritage, then the next generation must surely
rise against us. Bishop [ avis reminded us that as African Americans but more importantly as
members of African Methodsm: (1) The legacy begins in the howse, We have to remember the
teachings of our parents and grandparents as well as the faith that they had for us to bewho we
aretoday. (27 We have to be continuous by productive. We cannot stancd still and pray that things
will happen, We have to' do something, just as owr forefathers did. We have to be change agents.
(3} Cr faith has to he bold. We have to step out and make others notice. We cannot sit back
and tak a good game without doing something. Maie bold moves! have bold actiors. (4) We
have to “Stir up the Gis” — God gave & all gifts thatwe have to use to make a diference. We
cannot wait on others te do what we know to do. Ordinary B not enough anymore. We have to be
a peapleto move to the next level, so thatwe can have a legacy to leave. We cannotkesp doing
the same old thing — we have to 'Stirup the Gifis."”

With resounding AMEN's the Connection agreed it & time. In light of all the things that are hap
pening to people of color and members of the AME denomination it 15 time that the people and
the CHURGCH "Stirup the Gifs.”

Tharks to technology, many 5t. dohn members were ahle to watch the zervice via live-
stieaming. In additeon to the opening service, members attended the Investiture Cerermary for
Behap Julis Mcalister, Sr. the new President of the Council of Bishops. BEhop Mesllister will
serve for one year,

Pastor's Message

b v bvarerd! Fovamr e ir |

habit our praise; What resulted was a prase party af the highest
arder! Their minstry helped us to grow in our worship and freed
Cso many to enter 3 new level of praise. Testimonies are still be
1 ing reported. Some speak of how they felt their physical infirmi-
* fies lessen in the midst of the Free to Worship senvice. Others
tak of how they experienced God move in 3 new way in their
lves, Some others mention how they no lengetl care what others
" think when they give God prase in public. Yes, there are some
~weho testify that God arswiered their prayers in the worship expe
rience.

L With this event (and all that trars pired thereiny happening anly a
few days before my bithday, f is one of the bests presents | re
celved! To be d0 and free to worship s an amazing feeling. To be in church with other believers
and to serse that all are free toworship 5 even more amazing! | praise God that our worship
and praise has heental en to another level | know that this is just the beginning.

We are free! Praise the Lord we are freg!!

FREE TOWORSHIPHY
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6th Session of the

Northwest Alabama Annual Conference

Tuesday, September 15, 2018 — WMS Annual ©orention
Wednesday—Saturday, September 16-13, 2015 - Business, Training & Worship

St John AME: Church, Birmingham, Hest Church
D aniel Payne Community Plaza
1500 D aniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, AL 35214
The Reverend Mashod A, Evans, H ost Pastor
The Reverend Dwight E. Billard, Host Presiding Elder
Corfersnce Agenda and Daily Schedule

Tuesday, September 15
Pre-Conference Activiies and Services
WMS ANNU AL MEETING

1Z0p m. Unity Day Rally

400 pom. CFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 8'" SESSION
OF THEAMMNUAL CONFEREMNC E

G630 p.m, WNMS Might in White Candlelight S=rvice

Wednesday, September 16

245 am Devotion

215 a.m. Morning @lery Bikle Stady
45 a.m. Conference Institute
10045 a.m. BUSINESS SESSION

Reading of Minutes, Financial Repors, Conference Component
Reparts, Pastors Reports

1230 p.m. Mid-Day Worship Service
iSons of Allen —Worship Leaders and Program Participants}

300 p.m. Business Sessjion
Adrministrative O ommttes Reports, Pastar's Reports

330 p.m. CPENING ANNLUAL WORSHIP SERVICE

Thursday, September 17

245 am D evotion
2:15 a.m. Morning Glery Bible Study
245 a.m. BUSIMESS SESSI0ON

Reading of Minutes, Fastor's Reporks

iprorinG, CommMmTeEE FErorT & Discussion

Ministerial Efficiency Commitee Report, Daniel Payne College
Repart, B arniel Fayne College Legacy Yillage Foundation Report

1230 p.m. Mid-Day Worship Service
{Lay Organization —Waship Leaders and Program Paricipants}

300 g Business Session
SEATING OF THE DELESATES TD THE Lay ELECTORAL S OLLESE

AL Mo o v A |
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6th Session of the

MNorthwest Alabama Annual Conference

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 —WMSE Annua Conwvention
Wednesday-—-Sa urday, September 16-15, 2015 - Business, Training & Worship

St dohn AM.E. Church, Birmingham , Host Church
Raniel Payne Community Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, AL 35214
The Reverend Mashod & Bvars, Host Pastor
The Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Host Presiding Elder

Corference Agenda and Daily Schedule

AL ! M e S

&30 pom, & NIGHT OF REVIMAL
Friday, September 18
E:45 am Devation
B:15 a.m. forning Glory Bikle Study
H:5 am. BUSIMESS SESSION
Reading of Minutes, Pastor's Reports
11:30 p.m. DRDINATION AMD COMMUNICHN SERVICE
200 p.m. Business Session

Literary Reports, Statistician Report, Betirement
Acknowledgements, D ciplinary Duestions

5:30 pom A NIGHT OF REFLECTION, THANKESGIVING AKD FRIASE
Saurday, September 19

B:00 am YPD Seszion

B30 a.m. YPD Program

11:15 a.m. Praise Service

11:30 a.m, CLOSING AND COMMISSIONING SERYICE

The Annual Conference delegate from St John Huntsville is
Brother Guy Ginn. Siter Abbiegail Hugine & the alternate.
The delegates to the Lay Electoral Callege are Sister Cas-
sandra Ingram Thompsan, delegate, Sister Medra Melaniel,
atternate delegate, and Brother Jasen Gilmare, young adukt
delegate.

All members of 5t. John are imeited to share'in the Annual
Conference experience. Theschedule and sign-upsheets
for trars portation are posted outside of the main office.




st. John A ME N August 2015 Fage: 12

"UNITY DAY RALLY™"

September 15, 2015
12:00 Noon

Dear Pastors and Co-laharers

The Sth Epkscopal DiEtrictis honared to welcome The Honorable Robert J. Bentley, the Governar
of Alabama, to our Unity Day Rally on Tuesday, September 15, 2015, at Moan at the D aniel
Payne Community Plaza, 1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama  Governor Bentley
will recemve the Inaugural Rosa L. Paks Profile of Courage Award. He will be honored for kis
moral courage in taking a bold step in removing a divisve symbol of Alabama's histony, the Cone
federate flag. The theme ofthe rally & "One Natiopn Under God: Lord, Let 1t Be"

This B an oecasion you should not miss, Every church pastor and church leader in Alabama &
expected to be in attendance to beal witness to this historic event. We bawve an opportunity to
articulate the mission of the AME church directly to the Governer of our state. In doing 50, we
make our vaices heard and solidify our relatiorship with the highest office in Alabama for our pre
sentconcerns and for future generatiors. Fod has positioned our church totdoe the leadin mak-
ing our state and our eountry a better place. Mowis the time to seize the blessing.

The rally will feature Biehop John B, Bryant, Senior Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal
Churgh, ecumenical leaders throughout the state of Alabama, elected representatives, and uni
vers ity afficiak

[ look forward to seeing you andyour congregation in Birmingham. We expect ne less than 2000
AMEs from acrass the state to be in attendance. Please planto iemain for the official o pening of
the Bth Session of the Nodhwest Alabama Annual Conference at 400p.m., and the Women's
Misionary Society Might in White Candlzlight Service at 5:30 pom.

Let us join together with so mamy others who are ready to stand with the AME Church in unity te
make a difference. There is much work to do. The Unity Day Rally is the first step,

Flease share the flyer arthe next page with your cangregation, family, and friends.

In the Spirt of Unity, | remain

James L Davis
Semvant Bishop

g - _
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Sainl T (1 j/ ican 7/ le Pfﬁaﬁffj)raﬂjnnf( hureh

hrch Street | Humtsville, Alabdma

An Appreciation Service for
Reverend Patnick Clayborn and First Lady, Reverend Shen Claybomn

Jﬂaa/m y (U /J/Jkpfmfmf

\ewl!

08.30.14 | 10:00am
St. John AME Church

ALLARE INVITED
10
ATTEND
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August is Cataract Awareness and
Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month

By Rozermaryells

Cataract Awareness Month i sporsored by the American Academy of Ophthalmolegy, G ataracts
are the leading cause af reversible blindness inthe USA and inthe world.

Wha is a caaad? I|fyouthink ofthe eye a= a camera; the lens is the
piece that focuses the pichure. A cataractie 3 clouding of the lers ofthe eyve.

Cataracts develop a part of the aging process, so everyone & at rek, By
age 75, about 7O percent of people have areas of the lens that became
cloudy as protein in the lens begins to clump together,

Less common types of cataracts, not related to marrmal aging, include con-
. genital o1 developmental cataracts. This type of cataract can oceur in infanks
~or children. They may be hereditary or they can be asoclated with same
« bith defeck. Some catarack ocourwithouwt any ohvious cause.

THI5 IS HOW A PERSON

Mare age related cataracts are caused by other eye disease or previous eye
WITH CATARACTS SEES surgery. Chronic dsease can maie one mare lkely to develop cataracts; far

THE WORLD. example, diabetes has been proventoincrease risk for catarack. Excess ve
use of steroid medication can spur development of this type of cataract as
weell.

Traumatbc cataracts are related directly to an eye injury. Traumatic cataracs may appear immedk
ately fallowing injury orthey can develop several months or even years later,

During a comprehemsive, dilated eye exam (where the pupil is widened with eye drops), the oph-
thalmologist will examine and test eyes to make a cataract diagnesis. The most comman proze-
dure used far remowving catarack & called phacoemukfication. & small incision & made inthe
side of the gamea (the front part of the eye), where a finy instument is placed that u=es high-
frequency ultrasound te bredk up the center of the cloudy lens and carefully remove it with suc-
tion, After the cloudy lers has been removed, the surgeonwill replace it with an intrascular lens
OLY implamt made of plastic; silicane or acrylic. The IOLbecomes a permanent part of the eye.
Cataractsurgery can be conducted svenif previous Lask ar ather laer vEion correction surger-
iex have been done. After the surgery, patients will spend a short period of ime resting in the
outpatient recovery area before they are readyto go heme,

August is also Children's Eye Health and Safety Month. Itissponsored by Prevent Blind-
ness America choesern to highlight children's eye health a2 school stats and children may begin to

hawve problems focusing,
AUGUSTIS

The American Optometry Association recommends that children have a
comprehensive eye exam svery two years. There i a hig difference be-
tueen a guick screening and a comprehersive eve exam. A screening
lats 3-5 minutes; by contrast a comprehersive exam |lats 30-60
rinutes and B much mare therough. Screenings are intended to catch
patient with obvious symptorms and refer them for fuither assessment.
Comprehensive eye exams are diagnostic; they provide a complete as-
sessment of vision and eye health, while identifying the problem and the
proper course of treatment or evaluation. There are no set standards for
who pefarrs ascreening. An eye exam, by contrast, is pedormed by an
eye doctar-an optometrist or ephthalmologistwhe has specialzed med-
cal training 'in the eye and who diagnoses and teals eye conditiors all
day, every day. In a comprehersive eye exam the doctor dilates the pa-
tient's eyes and carefully examines the inside ofthe eye with a slit lamp.

s v vy g b
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Eack to S:':h'uul Feature
By Tawanda Bufard

o il s Jrrom e N

Heavenly Father

Lo, please Hless all our tegchers and students
aathey begin the markcof e 2095 — 2096 school year

Give studentsthe im aginahion, wiscdom , and creabivty fo exeel intheir academic studies.

Five them the strengh o do e right thing and m alke sound judgm ents and decisions.
Az students ravel o school and wakt uwo and down the kallways, keet them safe fiom anyone
who tmes o do ham , protect them from those who are bulles,
Give tegchers the gtrength to endwre. Helo them to saythe dght words of encowagen ent for eack
shident. Suonly them with an abundance of energy 25 they begin to teach.

(Fve parents willng hearts o be actively involved with their clild & scademic success,

Lat this be a truly wonderful year for everyone involved in the bves of our fituee leaders,

Thisizow prayer.. ... ANTEN!

Reference: fto Mlod she st orofbamentoosthive feamimabach sohool s |

August is Cataract Awareness and
Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month

By Rosemary Viklls

A vkl v e 140

The American Optometry Association recommends. the fallowing schedule for pedk
atfic eye exams;

& Fist 12 montts —infants, particularky premature babies, should have an eye
| S examin the first 12 months,

M d*  Age 2 or3vyears- Preschoolis a crifieal time for learning. Prescheoles should

have an gye examwhen they are old enough te understand and respend to the e
am.

s  Age SKindergarten i ako a critical time for learning. Kindergarteners should

have an eye exam before enteringschool.

# Children without identified wkion problems should then have a comprehersive
EYE EXaM EVEry o years.

Children who wear glasses or whe have other eyve conditicns should see the eye doctor at
leastannually, or more often, a recommended by the dectar,

For more information goto weeny getevesmart.arg
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Eth District Schedule uf'AnnuaI Cﬁnferenr:es

z: 2, 15

November 11, 20 5

Plenary Meeting
November 12 - 13, 201

2015

Last Serles of
Annual Conference
this
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Stewards Led Celebration of Pastor's Birthday

Fastor Clayborn's bithday was July 15 and Stewards led in the celebration of his bithday after
the 10:50 am service an Sunday, July 19. The S. 5. Fellowship Hall was decorated forthe occa
cion and cake and punch was semved
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Google

Many people we Google on a dally basi to
seareh for warieus things en the intgrnet,
Sometimes they may not tetileve as much ‘i
farmation on theil seateh, By wsing propst
search’ techniques, ohe gan obtain lhetier
zeareh lesule. Thi -adicle tdiey a look &t
some af the teehnigues that gan improve the
search results:

First, praup the seartch querny By surraunding
the exact- phraze in guotes: For Example;
when seatehing for soecei balls, place "soccer
ball® in the search bhar including the guotes
This rmethod retrieves Tar more 1esults with the
guetes. Alze, when leaking for patticular types
of:soecer balls during ceftain yeams, add the
vearwss 2013, 2015

Mest Ay to be as simple &5 possible: Start with
small simple words that relate te the infor-
mation far which yau are searching. Mafe de
scrplive words can be added aftendards to
narrowy the search. These simple waords showld

also hethe warts o deseriptio rs of things-that I

one ix Eepecting to be found on the sites e
turned fram the:search. Fof example, irstead
of seatching far "my eg hurts" search fol leg
pain

Ao, do notwarry about spelling the word cor
recthy | o wliether praper saptalzation was
weld Google's spell chedoer Wil take care of
the mespeling and capital=ation Anethe
smart featute of Goople B to uss the voice
seargh opton Ta dothis, the device must
have a8 micraphone, Chee-the microphone B
paired with the device spea "Ok Google' to
start usirg thevolee seareh

Besites the wiice search sptian, sne can alse
e s angles image search W-themre Ean im-
age that & close to what is needed, the e
verse |mage search can use the |mapges to
zearch forthings related te that image.

These weresome of e most common meth:
ods used to search the web using Google
There are-many othet fips that can improve
thesearch sopanenee Wwhean using Google.

Online Giving is Easy!

Cinline-contributiors may be made to 5t Jehn
by using your PayPal® account.

Within PayFal, send donatiors di
Tectly  to St John at 0]
stiphnameh@aol.com. Select the gy
aption to trarsfer from your barking
aceount or PayPal balance: and
specify donateffriends and family.

Cinline giving is easyl

“ou ray ak e donate by sending funds through
FopMoneyto sfohnamehi@acl.com.

Ninth District Scripture of
the Month

B of e Lord's grasal
e e e il consaied,
Fiog* Fidss eoriairamsininis arvey
pwl Thisy are e every
o, ghed s i
Cilthifilness, 1 smv b
ianell, “Thi Livixl

portion; Dlrilove 1wl wialt
[ Hiin,

Laménlisbioans yoai- a4 {NI1V)
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2015 Habitat Home Soup Kitchen
Dedicated

By Tami McGhee

Do MNotLose Heart!

“oon due season, we shall
feap if we do not lose
heart.” Galatians 6.8

#Another  family  has
been  hlessed  he-
gause of St John's

L s : Cooking can become fedious work when you
II:!rtat 1'|:-r. Humandy do it three times a day, weed after week. One
gRing E""_Id' e gets tired of peeling, cutting, slizing, mizing
FPolts Family Home, | S04 45en waiting for the food ta bake, grill ar
Iocated at 2305 Cor- | ppil BUT EATING IS NEWER TERIOUS! Itk
ferstone Gircle, was sarmething people truly enjoy even though they
dedicated on Satur- do itday after day.

13 July ‘11 ) ) )
Paul wed the illustration of sowing and reap
ing because he knew that doing good can be
) firing. He wrete, "Let us not greww weary whils
he hame biessing, EF‘“"E" tharks to all St | g5ing good, for in due season we shallreap it
John members who velunteered at the wark we do not lese heart” It & difficult fo love our
site and tothose who prepared and delivered enemies, discipline our children, or pray with
lunch far e volumesrs. out ceasing. However, reaping the good we
have sown is not tedious! What a joywwhen we
do getto see love conguering stife, ‘o chil
dren follewing Sod's ways or answers to pray-
Er,

While the cosking process can take hours;

serving faithfully on the 3™ and 4" Tuesday
Soup Kitchen, faod that & consumed in a few

minutes, k& the reaping that Paul taks about
thatwill be eternal;

Lord, we-thank you for the spportunity to do
good and pray that the workers of 5t John will
not grow weary of fred. We are thankful for
the spportunity to serve, Amen

AME Proud

Pastor Glayborn and St John memhers TamiMcGhee
and Jesse Johnsan pose with the Pots family.

Stay abreast of the events of the AME ehureh
Prayer Tim e Wisit-the website at

Wesdly Prayer Time each Tuesday at 600
arm. It el ame ghurch.sam

Cenference Gall Credentiak
US Toll Number (5305 831-1212

Meeting 10 B78- B8535 840

Instizll the AME Church APPF on youl smart
phone. Go to the APP store to purchase the
AFPP.

Listen to the playback amy time.
Playback Mumber{S530) 2251-1218
Meeting |d B7G-B83-040,

Press # to ignore any requests foi reference
number when calling for playhadk
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The Fixer Upper

By Paulett= Bargon

“I'mtow blessed to be stressed.” That & what
afriend of mine akvays greets me with when |
ask her how she s feeling. Then after a few
minutes she stars complaining about how
her children are driving her crazy, how her
manager and a co-woarker are ploting against
her, and that her lazy husband will not take
out the trash. She & also worried about her
zick parents. She 5 having problems with her
bBlood pressure so her doctor changed her
prescription to a stronger medigation and he
also gawve her a preseription for anmxiety,  &fter
hearing all that news, | amstressed.

That 5 how some of s are. We live owr lives
not realzing that we are stressed ouwt, Seme
of us think that sfressful =ituations are a nor-
mal way of [ife. Then we wender why we are
sosick, We try escaping our anxiety by med:
cation, over eating, alcohal, shopping ar any
thing ek e that we think may bring relief,

| do not have a soluion for your problerms,
but | can tell you that God & the ultimate
prablem "“Fizer Upper"” Just ke we can fix
our homes, He can fix owr mind, body and
spirt. Mo, He may not wawve His hand ower
you and tell you that ewerything will be
solved and you will lve happily ever after.
The answer to stess & not found in 38 hottle
of pills, but in imes ofsolitude with the Loord.

& lkely Jesus. experienced stress. After
feeding the five thousand, Jesus sent His
disciples amnay in a boat and went up on the
rmountain by Hims elf to pray, Matthew 1422
23, Thatwas one of HE many examples of
seeking soliude with His father to pray (a
stress eliewer)

Spending ime alane with the Lard is a private
way to communicate with Him, Just =it in your
closet and tell Him abaut your dilemmas and
yoursuceesses. Justtak to Him the way you
weant to, with no distractions. This i a guar-
anteed stress reliever.

Bt in my distrese | ered owt fo te Lo | yes
| caled bo my God for kelp, He kead me
Fom hiz sanchiany; m yory regched his ears.
2 Bamuel 22:7

2015 WMS Quadrennial

A mmaimantid v e T

With a total of 1212 Delegates from all 20 Dis-
fricts, electiors were held. Mewly elected offic-
ers are: Presidert: Shirley Cason Reed, 2™
District; 1% Vice President: Deborah Taylor
King, 10" DEtrict; 2™ Wice President; Lisa Car-
ol Halfacre, 13" D&trict; ¥ Vice President:
Hilda Matshoka, 20" District; Recarding Secre-
tary: Tanya Tiescott Harper, 77 District; Assis-
tant Recording Secretary: Precious Moube,
0" District; Cormesponding Secretary; Yvanne
Stavall, 12" District; Treasurer: Jeanette .

Harris, 3™ District; YPD Directar Wanda
Ringgold, 1% District; PME Director: Margaret
Anne  Maske, 2 District HEetographer/

Statisfician: Frances H. Cofield, Sth District;
Editor -to the MiEsionary Magazine: |da Tyie
Hyche, 8" District Associate Editor: Potlaka
"PJ" Moloeme, 1287 District Wership Leader,
harkrce A, Roberson-MeCants; 3™ District: and
Mermber at Large: Sylvia Blake, 77 District. Al
officers were installed and welcomed by the
Connectional Society,

Delegates and observers were asked to com-
mit hours of time in the "Wailing Roam.” Post
ers depicting the sacrifice of Iife that pesoms
around the world suffer just to show their
Christian beliefs were displayed and there was
an attar forprayer and meditation,

In addition to the business sessions, a wonder-
ful celebration of "Service and Sacrifice” was
held for the retiring Episcopal Supervisors,
where each supervisol was presented with a
special Tibute and tharks from Congressional
leaders, Districts they have served, friends and
family, Thi was a heautiful evening te hanor
some very s pecial women.

The 4" District also hosted "WATER: A Sacred
Caonfluence of the A, Ecology and Activiem”
which featured the 428-Piece Blacdk Pearl
Chamber Orchestra conducted by  African
American fermale Jden Lynne Johrmson. This
Even’lilalsu featured dancers and a choir from

the 4 District. Monies rased were donated to

build water wels in Africa. Highlights of the
need for these wells and how we waste wate)

weere depicted during trarsitions,

Members friom St Jehn in attendance were:
Mrs. Marg Allen, hs: Eleanor Burnett, Dr. Mon-
ica L Duillihunt, hirs. Ermestine Barnes- lvery
and hrs. Mary Powers,
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2015

This meanths reviews were written by Willie J.
Sandifer.

September &, 2015

Lesson Title: Prayer for Boldness

Lesson Scripture: Acts 4:1-31

Print: Acts 42331

Dewtional Songs: #8307, #2272, and #243

Hey Yerse: "After they prayed, the place
where they were meeting was shaien, And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirt and
spoke the word of God boldk” { Scts 4313,

The nine verses of today's lesson come atthe
wery end of the larger textual section. The
chain of event scour within a two- day time
frame, These ewvents were preceded, of
course, by the hith of the church on the Day
of Pentecast in AD-30.

The first link in the chain of everts that leads
up to our lesson test s the healing miracle,
which tock place in the temple precincs. That
rmiracle resulted in an epportunity to teach the
crowd that gathered. Peter's gospel message
did not sit well with “the priests and the cap-
tain of the temple guard and the Sadducees’,
So they amested Peter and John, holding
them in custody to arswer to the Jewish reli
gious authorities the next day. Those authark
ties pomstituted "the Sanhedrin.”

Referring to the miracle, the question the
council posed to the o apostles was
straightfonward; "By what potwer arwhat name
died wau do this™ The beld respanse by the
tawo "unscheoled, ordinary- men"” was starling,
The faet that the man whe had been healed
was standing right there was an enormous
complication for the Sanhedrin!

The best the membes of the council could da
weas to order Peter and John “not to speak or
teach at all in the name of Jesus”, Peter and
John, however, alieady had received orders
thatsuperseded these of the council, and they
fearlessly said so. The end af the council pro-
ceedings brings = totoday's lesson,

September 13, 2015

Lessaon Title: Sharng with Sincerity
Lesson Scripture; Acts 4324511

Prmt: Acts 43437 5:1-710

Devotional Songs: #4412 [], #251[], and #243

0

key Yerse! "There were no needy persons
ameng them, For from time to time those who
owned land or houses sold them, [and] brought
the money from the sales” (Aot 3,

The number of disciples had been steadily in
creasing since the hirth of the ehurech on the
Day of Pentecost, Threats from the Jewish aw
thorities did not deter the preaching of the gos-
pel;the aposties knew their higher eallingto be
obedience to the cammand of Gad,

A5 @ result of their faithful witness, God
blezsed the Jerus alem churchivith unity, Satan
had been ursuccessful in using outside opposi
tion te stop the spread of the gospel message,
=0 he changed strategies: he attempted to uwse

something positive that wa happening within
the church to derail ts growth and influence.

In this lesson we see Peter's reaction to an
internal threat. Ananias and Sapphira were
pretenders and deceivers. They pretended to
have donated all of the money that they re
ceived far the |land they have sold, while actual
by holding back part of the progeeds. Their ma-
tives for doing so are unstated, but they have
allewed Satan to influence them so that they
seem to have no qualms with their premeditat
ed and not spur ofthe moment plot.

September 20, 2015

Lesson Title: Speaking upfor God

Lesson Scripture; Acts 5:12- 42

Primt: Acts 5:27-20, 3342

Dewvotiona Songs: #377[); #77[]; and #243([]
Hey “ersas: "Petel and the other apostles re-
plied: "We must obey God rather than hurman
beings!" | Aot 5208,

Offizial opposttion mourted a= the apostles
continued to speak. They were armested again
and thrown imto jail, but an angel from God
opened the door and sent them back to the
temple cours to preach. When the Jewish reli
gious authorities sent far the prisaners, the jail
was dscovered to be empty. Soon someone
reparted that the apestles were preaching
again—right bads in the same place where
they had been amested! With considerable
frustration, the authorties brought them in yet
again, What could be done te make these
Christiars stop faking?

A el oay g 21




=t. JohnAMEN

August 2015

Page 23

Church School Lesson Overview — September 2015

L e BT e

The Sanhedrin met daily, except for Sabhaths
and feast days, and functioned = something
ke a modermn supreme codrt. Te Sanhedrin

members it seemed appropriate to render a
verdict on the preaching of these Jews who

are proclaiming that the Messiah has come.
The Sanhedrin had brought them in onee at
ready and threatened them. The apeostles went
rght back te speaking in the temple courbyard
about Jesus. The council fried againto decide
what action #t should taketo mak g the apostles
stap.

The: Sanhedrin's reaction should not have
come & a suprise to the apostles. Jesus al
ready had warned that they would face such
persecution; if people hated Jesus, they will
dko hate His disciples. The time will come
even when "anyone who kil you will think
they are affering a service to God' (John 16:2)%

Peter and the other apostles do not wawer
They krnow their duty's tosped: up for Jesus,
and they were not intimidated by any human
authority that said ethemvise. The Sanhedrin
may have been the "supreme courl” over all of
Erael, but it was not supreme over God,

September 27,2015

Lesson Title: Standing Firm aganst Oppo-
sition

Lesson Soripture: Acts 7:1-53

Primt: Acts 7:2-4,B-10, 17,33, 34, 45-47 52,
23

Tentaive Devational Songs: #4824 #2252 [
and #2243 []

Key “erse: "Heaven & my throne, and the
earth is my fooktoal What kind of house will
wou build far me™ Says the Lord. O wheres will
my resting place be™ (Acots 7:58),

In this lesson, thousands already had become
followeers of Christ in the earliest days of the
church. Even many Jewish priest had be
come believers, The fist-century church had
taken seriously the call to be a genuine fellow-
ship and to share with those in need. Caring
far widows was part of thiz; one of the seven
men chesen to serve the church in that regard
was Stephen.

Stephen was invelved not only in the church's
henevolence ministry, he ako “performed
great waonders and signs among the peopla”

He spoke out boldly for Christ, se much so that
unbelievers became hostile, A source of this
hestility was "the Synagogue of the Freedmen”,
There were more than 400 synagopgues in Je
isalemn at that time, and the members hip of
this ane was made up largely of former slaves

wha had gained their fresdom.

Fake accusatiors began to flow when Ste
phers opponents were unable fo refute the
wisdom and spirit’ with which he spolke. Uk
mately, Stephen found hims elf being hauled up
before the Sanhedrin, which was the ruling
Jewish council, to arswer these aceusations.

Stephen's speech enraged the members of the
Sanhedrin, He had staad firm for the truth, but
they could not endure it So they stoned him ta
death. Stephen bhecame the first Christian mar-

tyr.

Church Schoaol
Book Club

Discussion Date: August 15,2015
10:00 AN, — 1130 AM.

Go Seta Watchmen, Harper Lee, 2075

Discussion Date: September 15, 2015
10:00 AN, — 1130 A M.

The Twelve Thnbes of Hatiie, Ayana Mathis,
2013

In 1823, fiteen-year-old Hattie Shepherd,
swept up by the tides of the Great Migration,
flegs Georgia and heads north. Full of hope,
she settles in Philadelphia to build & better [ife
Instead, she maries a man who will bring her
nothing but dis appointment; and watches help-
lessly as her firsthorn tiwing are lost o an ilk
ness that & few pennies could have prevented

Hattie gives-birth to nine more children; wham
she rabedwith grit; mettle; and not-an’ ounce of
the tendemess they crave, She vows to pre
parethem to meet aworld thatwill net be kind.
Their |wes, captured lere in taehe luminous
threads , tell #he story of @ mathers manumen
tal courage—and a nation's tumulvious jour

ney.
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Things | Wish They Taught Us Growing Up

(Part2)
By Janette B, Srth
Certifed Srategic Rterention & Mndset Coack

tE AUGUET. Summer breas & over and the kids are hack to school Last ronth | stated shar
ing with you a'life hack' listef sors, Itwas a list of things |'WIEH we would have learned while we
wiere still in the elassroom. | am taking about vital life skilk and fundamental living mindsek to
better empower us to succeed in life. Nat everything that &5 werth knowing 5 chaked up on
blackboards. o vou agree™ Here 5 the rest of the list

E. Seff-assessmeanrnt

Taking a long, hard look at yourself and acknowledging what you' re truly good at, a well as what
you are notso good at; s probakly one of the most ehallenging aspects of life. Few people gan
truly de it. |t takes practice, and being able ta come to terms with what you need to improve on
can maie you a much better person inall aspeck of your |ife.

7. Bdance

School rightly encourages you towark hard at impreving your academic perfformance, butwhat it
does nat truly teach i the ability to balance your life so that you achieve high levelk of gratfica
tign ‘in every aspect — fiem having guet family tme, to woking hard, te partading in
Jeyful evenings with your friends. Achieving a great sense of balance & paramount in order ta live
a happy, heathy life.

B, Coping with Harsh Realities

Simply put: Iife & not fair, [fyou expect it to be, you are going to be dsappointed. Sometimes
things will go your way, and on other oceasions they will not. |is enough to make you want te
clam your halr out, but by learning to cope with harsh realities, yvou'll be able to live happily without
suecumbingto the pangs of stress that life canso cruelly impase upen you,

9. Money lsn't Evaything

It & tenificto have a3 welk paying job, a hig hewse; and a glossy car in your drivesay, We ko
this because this is what school facilities drum inte our heads from day one. & a simple equa-
tion: Working hard atschool = Better grades = Eetter prospects = More maney. But money & not
happiness. On the contrary, cash can actually be toxic f handled in the wrong way and has the
ability to bring outthe waorst in pecple who are unable to separate it from joy. Weakh and happr
ness are two very different things, and schools ought to make a corscious effort to instill thisin
pupik’ heads before they depart from lower education,

10. Learning fram Failure

Mo faillure & a catastrophe i you learmn from it Understanding what went wrong and why some
thing did netturn out as plannedcan help to curh your lfestyleso that' it never happens again, t
can, and will, turn yeud into astronger, more successful peson.

You can reach Jamette with vour guestons and cormments at . For more arices

wisit www L BeEmpowered com. She's S0 CGLAL! Follow at:

Excerts @ben and edied fom Gareth Uoyd, ™15 Things Yow'e M Taoght in Schoo! That Delermine Your
Sucoass, " www.likhack.org, (May 18, 2015)
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Reviva a Fellowship Presbyterian Chunch, Huntswille
Pastor Clayborn and Rewv. Sheri, Revivalists

September 28—October 1, 2015
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

=]- The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Avgust 22,2015 S8HB Harvest Home, Gravitis Chapel, Neiv Marke, Aigbama

Avgust 31, 2095 FPastor's Apprecigtion, 10:00 am.
The Beverend Gregory Bentley, Pastor of Felowship
Presbjferian Church, Guest Preacher

Sepfember 1519, 2015 Norfh wes Alebames Annual Conference, Birmingham, Alsbama
September 28— Oofober 1, 2015
Revval af Fello wship Preshyferian Church, Hunisville

The Reverend Gregory Bentley, Pastor
Fasior Clayborn and Rev. Shad, Fevvalisis

Thatif you confess with your mowth, "lesuzis Lo " and believe in your keart
tha God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 1002

INDNJG
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Pastor's Message

We've Come This Far by Faith

Hebrews 11:1

Summer is rapidly coming to a close as we enter @ brand new school year. Some children are
emtering a new grade while others are entering @ new school: Some students are entering cok
lege for the firsttime, and others are entering graduate school. As people are hustling to get
nes back packs, lunchbioces, school uniforms, and books to begin a new endeavar, they are
akoending atime of vacation, rest, iepositioning, and exploration.

Pang Faincs 0 Tleghosy, PO

We, too, are opening and closing simuttaneouwsly. We are ending one annual canference year
and beginning a new one, It i in these moments where we must pause and sing, "We've
come this far by faith, leaning on tve Lord!”

fes, we have come this far by faith! The 201342015 conference vear has been AMAZING! Gor
has bleszed in radical and numerous ways, Let me just give asnapshot becawse if [were to tell
the whale story of ewr year, the newesletter wouldn't be ableto contain it 5t Jdohn, we have
gonethrough the Prayer Journey, the Dream Builders, WOW — Wemen of Warth, Men of H on-
or, and Free to Waorship, Ineach phase, God has cultivated us, challenged us, listened to us,
propelled us, healed us, positioned ws, and guided us. The dancers dange dwith all their might
The choirs and prase team sang with power, The musicians played with anaointing. The uwshes
weelcormed us, The media feam gave us lights, camera, sound, and veudals. The stewards
helped organize the CPR (Caregivers — Prayer — Respite) ministry, The tnstees irstalled new
projection screens and media equipment The soup kitchen fed thousands. The stewardesses
kept the Lord's Table and gave care to the sick. The WS and ¥PD looked after the less fortu
nate. The Church Schoal incorporated family fun nights within their curiculum. The Women's
Ministry and Sons of Allen emhbraced the new bible studies geared toward them. The AMEN
nens letter celebrated 19 yvears of service in addition te a fabulous Taste Tea, iThiive helped
lead the wiay in our Free to Worship Service. The Foinonia made sure that our yvoung adults
had felloaship. The Christian Education Department hosted a pached Vacation Bikle School
alongwith trermendous Christmas and Easter programs.

Ag well, thies churegh celebrated 130 years of ministry with aur very own Behop James L. Davis.
Wehadworship of all kinds: from worshipthrough comedy with Ghocolate at our Thankful Peo
ple Service to our Free to Worship Service with Anthomy Brown and group therAPy, We
cheered at baptsrms and weddings. We cried together at our Selah Memorial Service and at
the funeral of Do W, Mings Clak, M. Earmest Jones, and Mrs. Altonette Bunces, We studied
the Bible together, prayed or had love feasts on Wednesdays., We even played together as we
did last maonth at eur church picnic on Alabama AN s farm,

This has been a difficult year for me personally, A5 many of you know, my maother has had ma
jar houts with illnesses of varying kinds. Traweling home to carefor her and my father and mak-
ingsure ta be here to care for my own family and church has been a trying jourmey. vet, & the
song says, "[Gods] never failed me yet"” God has begun healing in my mother and has contin
uedte bless iy family and this church! Far these blessings, | am truby thankfull

L AT A Y T TR )
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Pastor's Appreciation Service for
the Reverend Patrick DeWitt Clayborn & Family

By Paulette Bargon
Phetagraphy by Bridget Floyd

This writer believes that everyone who attended wership en Sunday, August 30, 2015, would
agree that God blessed worshippers with two special gifis. The first gift was that He opened their
eyes that morning. The=econd special giftwas that He allowed them to warship inthe spirit filled
Sunday service honoring Pastor Patrick D, First Lady, the Reverend Sheri, Patrick || and Joya
Clayborm, it was a day of shewing love and appreciation for their diligent labor and love for the
St John family andthe community.

& welcaming ambiance was set & the ushers
graciously grested members and visiters e their
very oan special guest. The worship semice be
gan at 10 a.m. and was led by members of the
oteward Board eof St John,  Steward Roselyn
Akins read the announcement follawed by the
Doxelogy and call to worship led by Steward
Jeanette Jones. The St John AMEC Praise En
semble continued to it the Holy Spirit with their
praises of songs & the Dance Ministy exuber-
antly accompanied them. Steward Clitton Miller
offered a gracious prayer of lave and concern for
all. Steward Pamela Whitehead read the serip-
M ture fram lsaiah G:8,  Steward James Heyward
greeted and welcomed the visitors, followed by a
gracious oecasion writen and presented by
Steward Abbiegail Hugine. A few highlights of the
oocasion are included. She emphasized that the
main reason the congregation af 1. John ANME
Church came together this Sunday was to pay
due respect, 1o honor and show appreciation to
the Reverend D, Patrich Claybarn and his famik,
the Reverend Shen Smith Slaybarn, "F2" and Joya. She thanked Pastor Clayhorn, an behalf of
the St John church famiby, for his s ervice and indicated her hope was that the appreciation pro-
gram rendered unto him the hanar and love thatwas rightfully dueto him'as the chureh's spirtual
leader. Steward Hugine congratulated Pastor Glavbornon another yvear ef preachingthe.inspired
word of God and leading the congregation to a new height of worship.

The Dance Ministry and Praise Ensemble minister during ssnice.

Cangregants were blessed with an irspir
ing song froam the pguest ensemble, "In
One Accord,” during the offering. Steward
Marcus Hill infreduced the guest preach
el, the Reverend Gregory Bentley, pastor
of Fellowship Presbyterian Church in
Huntsville, Alabama. Prior te the mes-
zage, In Cne Accord blessed the congre
gation with asoul stirring version of "Even
fle.”

The Rewverend Bentley's sermon was enté
led “"A Shepherd Keeping Watch by
MNight' and the text was from Luke 23,
The Reverend Bentley stated that every-

\defivers the message.
one hegirs their journey in the dark, e =t ==-! i Gl d

A rariivec e oo pampe T
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Pastor's Appreciation Service for
the Reverend Patrick DeWitt Clayborn & Family

By Paulette Bargon
Phetagraphy by Bridget Floyd

A redend e e .

Some are in tr:'e night because of the loss of a child, loss of'a joh, or a relationship. Some arein
the night becawse they are dealing with hurts and pains. of the pastor maybe a rebellious child,
There are many forrms of night tirme with wehich people are dealing. "But be of goed chesr St
John’, declared the Reverend Berntley, "because God has s ent you a good shepherd who keeps
watch by night.” He went on 1o say that there are fouw pieces of evidence that 5t. John has a
good shepherd thatk eeps watch by night..

1.

He'is keenly aware of his contest . He is aware of the prablems of the people of Africa.
He & anare of this region in which he operates. How wie endured slavery far 250 years, 100
vears of Jim Croww and segregation and now, massive incarcerations prosecuted under the
guse ofwar on drugs which is really awar on the poor and pgople of color.

He cares sbout the fleck He is always en call, tending ta the sick, praying with the
bereaved andforthe mamy problems of his sheep. He ako has to contend with some of his
sheep, Sometimes he has to corral and contain the sheep to keep them from diving over a
cliff.

He |sin community wdth cther shepherds. Historical and contemporary examples were
iuzed o make this point. For example, he Reverend Claybhorn & a son'ef Richard Allen, first
Bishop of the AME Church, Merris Brown, second Bisheop of the AME Church, Jarena Lee,
fist woman avthorzed to preach by Richard Allen, He is also the son of Jacqueling Grant,
William Hooper Council, Homer McCall and mamy other great s pirtual leaders. The Rever
end Clayborn B alsoin community with shepherds beyond the AME Chureh,

He conweys the good néws with conviction. The Reverend Claybarn has been to the
manger far himselfto see the babe. He san Hi lovely face. He heard His lovely voice, We
have ashepherd who knows the Good Shepherd. He can carry outhis ministry because he
knowes the Good Shepherd.

InBpe Aceord

Fellowing the outstanding message and the Invitation to Chretian Decipleship, Steward Guy
Ginn introduced the "In One Accord’ Ensemble. In One Accord iz under the leadership of 5t

v e o e )
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Jdohns lead IrnL.I:‘.ir::iem. Brother Roberto Burton. This group was formed in 2012, There are
currently 18 members from various areas of Humtsyille. On July 23, 2015, they released a
single, "He Will Pravide." Their first full alburm will be available in late fall.  This amazing
group kept the spirits of worship high as they lifted their waices to prase God. The single
can be purchased on iTunes.

Special pres entations were madeto Pastor Clavborm and ki family by the 5t John Steward
Board, They presented gifts and tokens of love from the 5t John Church family. The Rever
end Sheriand Paster Clagborn tharkedthe 5t Jobhn Church family and friends far their love,
suppart and all acts of kindness-shown to them during this conference year. Pastor con-
cluded the remarks by singing the wonderdfulsong " God 15 Nat Threugh Blessing Yo"

twas a glorious event COs/DWDs of the program are available for those who missed the
cervice orwant to experience it again. Thank vou to the dedicated and talermted Media Min-
ey af St John for making these available.

=

Stewards with Pastor Clasbem, the Rev. Sheri andthe Rew. Bentley
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St. John Holds Annual WMS Sunday

“Transforming Lives... Building Communities... Impacting the Word"

By Staffilnter
Pheotography by Darwin Washington

At the 10560 Service, Augusts, 2015, members of 5t John's Women's Missionary Society wear-
ing white with a twuch of blue, prayerfully led the woship services for the howr,

Afterthe Doxology, YPDer Alicia Browenlow led inthe call te worship, Missionaries Eleanar Bur-
nett and Janice Hereford led respectively the marning praver and scripture. The welcome and
pecasion was delivered by Misionary Claudinette Purifoy-Fears, Missionary Fears: gave a com-
prefensive overview of the purpose of the organization, stating that they are women called ta
dis cipleship. Misionaries are challenged to lelp one another engage in minktry and action be
yond the doors; to grow and respond to God' s redemptive plan for the church, the society and
theworld. She abo shared that St John's WS ministry s named inhanor of Mrs, Betty E. Der-
rick weho was a long-time member of 5. John; & prayer warrior, a loving servant who established

l;l“

Tz 3 -
o ; Iiszidnary President (zerte riwith the Clayborrs
I Wilsan directs the Gospel Choir, (right) and the Gatos (ef)

the pattern that all Mesionaries try o emulate. Missionary Fears also welcomed all to the sef-
Wice.

Missionary Lorraine Parham [gd the missionaries in the moming ftamy, "We've Got e Have
Heart." YPDer Mariah Gullatte, with zeal and warmth, welcomed the guests and visitors. At this
Juncture, Mariah ako asked members and friends to greet each other with authentic smiles and
greetings. Beautiful music flowed throughout the service provided by the Gospel Chaoir with R,
Cleveland Wik on, Director,

Following the order of worhip, was the intro-
duction of the guest preacher by Dr. Monica
Giillihurt. The speaker of the hour was the Rew
Brend Alice Cate, [tinerate Deacon, AMEC, The
Beverend Cato & married to the Reverend Ter-
tence Cate. The Reverend Alice received her
all to preach in 2003 and has served in many
dizstricts of the AME Church. She B employed
& a Confract Manager for the U. 5. Govern
et and & the proud mother of two heautiful
ehildren.

e Rewverend Cato grested Pastor and Rev.
Glayborn and the churchwith Jesus' Joy. Aftar

Th:E. R d Hipe |:|IIIZI FIFEEI:]'I:E‘-. P e ey il e Gl
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St. John Holds Annual
WMS Sunday

Ll el e fepe 1)

her prayer; she stated "She felt alright”. Her
text was fromJohn 45-10; 20-28. Topic: "lve
Got a Story o Tell” |In today's scripture the
name or age of the woman is not stated, we
know howewver this & the loangest comversation
in the Bible with Jesus concerning worship.
Jesus, whowas tiredwas led by the Hoby Spirit
to Jacob's well. He asked for & drink: (&)
Jews did not speak to Samaritans, (By Men did
not spead to women without the presence of
their husbands; (C) Shewas considered unsa

vary,

Immediately, we see that Jesus was willing ta
disregard these facts, He asked straight away,
"o yvou kKnow what gift | bring™ The Rever
end Cato pointed out that water, then as now,
B a precious amd impodant substance and
many of persons today are thirsty and unfuk
filled. Thi thirst can only be fulfilled with Je
zus as the provider. Jesus was not thisty, but
pulled her ints corversation and she was
saved, The Rewverend Cato challenged the
congregants to tell someone about Jesus, just
[k ethe womaninthe text. She went inte town
and told therm her stary about the man whao
knew all about her. She brought the people
bhack., He galls all missionaries 1o earry the
Woard and spread itin the streets.

Those present were encouraged to care for the
unloved, the rejected and the thisty and tell
them the story of Jesus who & alkknowing,
who gives power, who will not leave or forsake
believers, and shares Hs amazing grace. The
Reverend Cato then shared her story. When
she found Jesus she became somehbody, She
continued her pesonal story of how God
spared the lwes of her family in a potential
deadly accident that injured her hushand, but
left her and her children urscathed. She had a
story to &I Her conclusion: Go out and
zshare, testify, CHANGE & UFE. Misionaries,
impact the World; 'share the Word, Go out and
tell the story,

Dr. Claybormn joyfully thanked the preacher and
led the invitation to Christian discipleship. Mis-
sjionary Donnie Thompsan, WME President,
gave remarksftestimony as s he thanked God
for keeping her, even when she did not think
the could serve a WME president. The ser-
vice concluded with the Miesionary Benedie
tign.

Pastor's Message

R e R T

| -am ako tharkful for the people of St John.
For the love you poured an me and my famiby
at the Pastors Appreciation, | am hurmbiled and
henared. Rev. Gregaory Bentley preached with
pewer and boldrness onthat day. For his famiby,
friendship and ministey, | am forewver grateful.
. Roberte Buron and the In COne Aceard
choir blessed us with rich, varied, and anointed
music. The prase they rendered was ruly God
ardained, | am overnwhelmed by the gifts they
shared and appreciative of all their labors, |
give thanks to the stewards, the officers, and
the members for a wonderdul day of worship
and affection.

Yes, this denotes the end of our conference
wear, but' as the song says, "Ooooooah! Can't
turn around! We've sarme this far by fath!” [ see
great things ahead. | see more soulk getting
saved. | see more bodies getting healed. | see
mare families being browght badh together, |
see more love coming badk inta marriages. |
see more joy coming to those who've been in
despair, | see mare passionate woarship at our
church. | see more radical hespitality in our
ministries, |see more extravagant generosity in
ourgiving. | see more intentional faith develop
ment in sur teaching. | see more risk taking
mission andservice in ourfooe. | see growth!
| see anointing! | see delverancel | ses mira-
cles! And, | see them happening RIGHT
HERE!! K's only the tip of the iceberg. "Eyes
have notseen....” Getready for what God has
next! What am | saving™ A "she' nufl blessing
& anthe way!ll

St. John, thark you for a wonderful conference
vear. Thank you for your sacrifices of time, tal
ent, and treasure. Thank you for your sdpport
and your leve, Thark you far your gracious-
ness and your faithfulness, Thank you for your
trust apd your availability. Thank wou! Thank
woul Thank youl

Lets be sure to keep moving forward becase
wee "eantturn around” nowl

May God bless each and every one of you!
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St. John Goes to AAMU for Worship Service

by Bridget Floyd
Pliote graphy by O arwvin Woas hin ghon

On Sunday, August 18, 2015, 2t John AM.E. Chureh hosted a waship
service for the Athletic Depadment of Alabama A and M University
(ALY &t the Earnest Knight Center on the campus of A&MU. This &
the second year that 5t John "hosted” the student—athletes on their
campus. The goalwas to make theservice more cormvenient and to offer
the best hospitality passible for the ‘student-athletes. The Woices in
Prace (VIF) Cheir directed by Mr. Reginald Pearsen and accompanied
by Wr. Raherto Burton, Mr, Swain Dennis and Mr. Brandon Prigg, provid
ed energetic and irspirational woship fhrough music.  The St John
Frage Team ako offered harmonious selectiors.

Or.-&Kirs - Hugine greet stud e fEass

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborm served as worship leader. Prest
dent Andress Hugine and hrs. Abbiegail Hugine welcomed the student
athletes, coaches, cheerleaders and sther students in attendance as well as the other ASMLU
adminiztrators and faculty. He highlighted the 2t John AMEAAMLU connection in terms of both
hawving William Hooper Councill as founder. Director of Athletics, Mi. Brian Hicks, introduced the
athletes, coaches, staff and cheerleaders, The scripture and prayer were offered by student-
athletes, St John's Dance Mingtry featured a hip hop-style that was well-received by the stu-
dent athletes.

Darnes hinistry

SR Chair

Pastor Clayborn preached fromJdoshua §:7 highlighting the irstruction in the text, “"Go Foward".

He gave a synopsis of The Bream Givel from which he has preached during the year. He
brought the student - athletes up tospeed regarding the hero "Ordinary’ inthe land of "Familiar”

P AR OV R
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St. John Goes to AAMU for Worship Service

by Bridget Floyd
Pliote graphy by O arwvin Woas hin ghon

M i W JeeE
who faced "Border Bullies" that served to push one back to 3 comfort
zone, essentially preventing a start toward the dream. After enduring
o PANMNISey Micamui the "Wilderness" and reaching the "edge of his dream”, the formidable
- ' "Giants" woked to obetruct completion of the dream. Dr. Clayborn not
ged that this may be in the form of lack of resourees (2.9, no money to
go ta collegel or an "immovable system” ar "intimidating circurrstanc-
es" (scholarship reciplent with parent who s seriowslyill), Pastor G lay-
hom made the signficant point that "Unbelief & much more dangerous
to your dreams than any giant”. He noted that the "giant” wants to
drain yaur faith.

Go torwared into God's plan,

The Rewvered Clayborn noted that in the text the wallwas the giant for
the |Israelites. He stated that one should "go straight to your giant”face
the giant... 5o Fomam. First, he recommended Go Forward into a
D eeper Relationship With God. That is, ane should reach a level of
rnaturity that recognizes that love rather than material pessessiors B more important (which may
mean giving up things that are near and dear).

Secondly, Pastor Clayborn indicated one must o Forward imto. Trarsition, He described the
tansition in the text, which required that the Israelites give up the manna thatwas provided by
God prior to obtaining the sustenance on the other side of the wallin'the Promied Land. He
aked those in attendance, "What are vou willing to let go of s0 God can: give vou what you
need? Trarsiton calls for change in that which woked successfully in the past but might be
useless or not have the same efficacy in the present,

The finalsuggestion was to Go Fonard into God's Plan., Pastor Clayborn noted that "Gods plan
may not make sense to you”, citing the example of the instructions in the seripture, He proposed
that marching around the wall, sounding the trumpet served & a distraction from the methodical
dismantling of the wallthat provided the premised crumbling of the wall. So the marching and
the sounding oftrumpet did not seem to be the
lagical precursar tothe wallfalling down, but he
added that "crazy plars fool giants”. Péstol
Clayborn noted that "orayer, couwrage, sacnfce,
2 sm e in the midst of pain.. giants dont ko w
how o fight against that”, Pastor Clayborn
urged those in attendance to “study in the |¢
birary, practice yvours port, start your business. ..
God fights vour enemies... 50 FORWARD...
GO FORWARR!™ The sermon was perfinent
whether a student, athlete, coach, employer,
employee, retiree, or churah member. There
are sufficient giants out there far everyone.

=8|
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NUQ""I'EE"'?H b eing n:--:-g gl'l;#a'dhlmn-m-r musicians played "Moving Fonward” and the
chioir sang softhy with the support of the voices
of the student — athletes. Therewas one who came fonward to join St John as an affiliate mem:

ber when the invitation to discipleship was offered. After the benediction, another joined the
church sothat he could be a part of the St John family during his ime at Alabama A and M Unk

vErS ity,

The Reverend Glayborn ended in prayer as the

Gift bags were distributed to the "special guests" of 5t. John as they trarsitioned to the cafeteria
at the Knight C enter.
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Church Picnic Held at the AAMU Farm

On Saturday, August 15, the members of 5t John assembled at the Alabama A&M University
Farm for fun, food and fellows hip. The committee, led by Mrs. Erica Harhin and Gr. Thalla Lowve,
planned every detail. There were games for all ages. The children{ages 12 and under) displayed

their talents. The menu included the popular picnic foods andthere was plenty for-all
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Church Picnic Held at the AAMU Farm
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Reverend Sheri Inspires

as Evangelist at Lowe's Chapel Revival
By Bridgetd. Floyd

On Wednesday, August 12, 2015, the St. John AM.E. church family supported the Reverend
Sheri Smith Clayborn as she preached the final revival sermen at Lowe's Chapel United hWethod-
&1 G hurch. According to their pastor, the Revered Waymond K- Smith, this was the first year that
the revival sernvices featured a different evangelist each night, starting Sunday, August 2" and
culminating on Wednesday, August 12", An uplifting and inspirational tone was s et by the Gos-
pel Choir, directed by Mr. Cleveland Wikkon, agcompanied by M. Stvain Dennis and Mr. Brandon
Frigg. The congregamnts responded with much enthusiasm and were ready for @ mest ins pir ation
al s erman frarmthe Reverend Smith Clagborn, who preached onthe topic'Focus" frem Luke 13
10 -17.

While this = a familiar text for many, noting the criicem of Jesus for healing onthe Sabbath, the
Reverand Sheriweéntto a deeper level; using it to "focus” on "how to deal with aur enemies even
if that & the peson we see in the mirrar”. The answer for the persen who has been their "own
worst enemy’ & i focus". Thesame answer was offered for unsuccessful attempt te "get back
at" enemies and whenthe enemies seem to have power despite prayet. The ultimate answer s
to "hold our peace and let the Lard fight our battles ",

The Reverand Smith Clayborn noted thatin the text Jesus was teaching in the Synagogue on the
Sabbath, butstoppedteaching a8 He "noticed the need in the room.. focused on the woman who
had a sgir? that had crippled her for eighteen years”. To make the point, the preacher far the
evening took the posture of @ person bent over as she gave the first recommendation: Focws on
the Blessing, She asked "what spirt & responsible for vou being bent over... you may have fo
decide to letitgo.” The Reverend Sheri notedthat the worman inmthe text "had to et go afthe evil
spirits that had hier bent over for sighteen years”, in order to respond to Jesus calling her ta Him
ta be healed. The preacher further recommended, "leave it behind... go to where Jesus ...
prioritize what Jesus & offering.” The Reverend Sheriindieated that in the text the woman
“immediately stood up and began praising God when she received her healing”, The preacher
then posed the question "Have we thanked God?™

The second recommendation was Foows on Leling Jesus Handie ft. A5 mamy recall the text the
leader of the synagogue [or’ enemy’] was outraged that Jesus healed an the Sabhath. The Rew
erend Sheri highlighted that he' spoke to the crowwd, not Jesus; to the woman as well as othems
wiho might seek healing; he"pick ed an her, notdesus”, Howewver Jesus addressed all the people
wihen He said, "You Hypoorites”! The Reverend Sheri distinguished "being still’ [let God do His
par] from " doing nathing”

Thirdly, the Reverend Sherirecommended Focws an What God i Dong in Your Uifs. She noted
that in the text the woman's prase (for being healed) combined with Jesus' action, "freed peo-
ple”, in that "the crowd was ako bound”. The woman prakged as Jesus’ opponent tried to put
her {and Him) to shame. The Rewvergnd Sheri indicated that the weman in the text shifted her
focus to what Jesus had done, The preacher far the evening asked, "What & your focus to-
nig ht?! With conviction and to respensive attendees, the Reverend Sheri declared, HE 1S WOR-
THYLHE ISWORTHYL...

St. John members as well a8 others in attendance proudly and enthusiastically expressed appre-
clation far a most sustanding worshipfrevival experience.
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Let's Celebrate

By Paulett= Bargon

Have yeu ever thought about howe often in a
day God does something for u or how often
He helps us ina day, Have you ever thought
about howi much God has given us™ For the
greatest. gift He could ever offer; His Son, | da
not think we could everthark Him enough.

lam Thanlking You Right MOW
Dear God
| wantto thank Yau
forwhat You have already done.
lam not going towait urtil | see results or re-
ceire Temards,
| am thanking %au right now,
| am not goingtowait until | feel bette or
things look better;
| amthanking You right now.
| am not going te wait until people say they are
sorry or until they stop taking about me;
| amthanking “ou right now.
I am not going to wait until the pain in my body
dsappears;
| amthanking You right now,
| am not going towait until my financial situa
tion improves,
| am gaing tethank Y ou right niow.
| am not going to wart until the children are
asleep and the house & quist;
lam going torthark You right now,
| am net going to wait until | get promoted at
work or until | geta job;
| am goingte thark %ou right now.
| am not going to warit until | understand svery
experience in my life thathas cawsed me pain
or grief;
| am thanking au right now.
| arm not going to wait until the journey gets
easler ar the challenges are removed;
lam thanking You right nowve,
| amtharking You becadse | am alive. | am
tharking %ou because | made it through the
day's difficulties. | am tanking ¥ ou because |
have waked aroundthe obstacles.
| am tharking You because | hawve the akility
andthe opportunity to do more and do better.
| amtharking you because FATHER, YOU
haven't given up an me.

- Authear Urknewn

Thanking God & a celebration: Let's celebrate
often.

Give thanks o the LOAD and proclam A5
grestness. Letthe whole word know what HE
has dome
-1 Shronicles 168

Recordings of Services
Available

The media minsty has audie and video re-
cordings ef St. Joahn worship services available
for purchase. Please complete a media form
and submit to the office to purchase a record-
ing af amy semvice,

Help Support Huntsville
Assistance Program
While Shopping at Kroger

The Huntsvile Assistance
Frogram (HAP) provides  as-
sigtance. and referrak to
needy individuals and families
of Madison County, Alabama.
This ministry focuzes ‘an the
non-homeless and strives to
achieve ts mision by the pooling of wvolun
teers, information, and financial resources of
its=: member churches. St John paticipates
with @ monthly financial contribution and refers
persons who contact the church for assistance

ta HAP

HAP ako paricipates inthe Kroger C ammunity
Fewards Program ®. This does not cost the
shopper anything, but the shopper does have
to use a Froger Rewards Card when they shop
and have it scanned when they check
out. Before that, the card has to be regetered
onling with H&P's program number, 173480 at

kErogercommunityrewards.com.

s Click on Sign IR egister

Click on My Account and use the regis-
tered email address and password to pro-
ceed to the next step.

®« Clich on Edit FKroger Comrunity Re-
wards information and input the krog-
er Plis card number.
Update ar confirm the infarmation,
Enter MPO number 17480 click to confirm,

Members who registered last year, must re-
eriroll far this year to continue benefils.

Members who do not yet have a Eroger Plus
card should sign up at the customer service
desk at amy Kroger. All 5t John members who
shop at Kreger are urged to participate. Con-
tact Medra MeDaniel for mare information.
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Mental lliness Awareness
\We ek

By Bridget J. Floswd

Mental lliness Awareness
Week for 2015 will he Oc-
t-:l:lnler & through October
b it

This was established by
the L. 5. Congress in 1980
due to efforts by the Ma-
tional Alliance of ental
Hiness (WNARMY far the pur
pose of -educating and in-
creasing  awareness of
rmental illness. 1t occurs each year during the
first full we ek in October, Mamy communities
ue this time to raise awareness through
events such as fundrakers, health fairs, ean
dielight vigils, ste,

One in four adults suffers from a diagnosable
mental illness such as depression, schizo
phirenia, bipolar disorder, and others. Stigma
5 a major deterrent to persoms seeking treat
ment. This is the reason education & so i
partant.

In"same areas the week coincides with Na
tional Depression Screening Day. Depres-
sion and other mental illnesses are treatable
via psychotherapy and psychotropic medica
tion. This vear, Mational Pepression Screen
ing Day will be an Cctober B". October 10"
will he Mational Bipolar Disorder Day as well
as Worldwide Mental Health D ay. The month
of Octoher 5 designated ADHD Awareness

Soup Kitchen

. — 1 A Prayer of Compassion

Lord make me an irstrument of thy peace
Where there & hatred, let mesow love,
Where there & injury, parden; where there
5 doubt, faith;

Where there & despair, hope; where there
= dak ness, light;

And where there & sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so
muchseek 1o be comsoled

asto cons ole,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved, as to love.

Forit i in giving thatwe are pardoned,

and it is in dyingthat we are born to eternal
life.

"Moved with compassion,
Jesus touched their eyes;

and immediately they re-
gained their sight and fol
loweed him'” --Matthew 2034

Let this familiar Prayer of Compassion by 5t
France of S&£siki move in hears as St John
shows love to those who suffer. This ministry
uwses s hands with the hand of the Lard fo
continue ta provide food for the hungry as they
open St. Johr's Soup Kitchen each month on
the third and fourth Tuesday, Pray that hearts
continue to remain open to serve the suffering
in the eommunity and join in thie prayer of
compassion as they strive 1o senve others in
lewe and peace.

hanth,

There will be mare infarmatisn in the October
issue of the AMEN.

Prayer Time

VWeskh Praver Time each Tuesday at 500
am,

Cenference Gall Credentiak

US Toll Number (5305 831-1212
Meeting 10 B78- B8535 240

Listen to the playback army time.
Playback Mumber{S530) 2251-1218
Meeting |d B7G-B83-040,

Press #to ignore any requests foi reference

number when calling for playhadk

St. John Ministers to
Preach at Fellowship

The Rewverend Patrick Clayborn and the R ever
end Sheri Smith Clayborn will be the guest
revivalists for  Fellmwship  Presbyterian
Church's Revival The Revivalwill be Monday
thraugh Thusday, September 28-Cetaber 1,
2015, St dehn chairs will 5ing on Monday and
Thusday ewvenings. The Rewverend Gregory
Bentley is the pastar. The church i located at
HE Meridian Street, Huntswille, Alabarma.

St John members are invited tosupport Pastor
Clayborm, the Reverend Sheri and the Fellow
ship congregation with their prayers and at
tendance.
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Church School Lesson Overview — October 2015

This meanths reviews were written by Willie J.
Sandifer.

October 4, 2015

Lesson Title: The Spirit is net for Sale
Lesson Scripture: ActS: 525

Prirt: Acts 5:8-24

Dewtional Songs: #25[], #3272 [], and #243

Hey “erse: "Repent therefore af this wicked
ness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if
possible, the intent of your heat may be for
given you" (Acts 8:22)

Phillip and Stephen were among the church's
first appolnted deacors, Phillip fled frarm Jeru-
salemn te Sarmaria, where he confronted lang-
established religivus and racial prejudices that
created extreme hatred and separation be-
trieen the Jewish people and the Samartans.

Thie lesson canfirms that "Godshows no par
tiality but in every nation anyvone who fears
him and does what s right is acceptable to
him" (Acts 10:34-35). Phillip and Saul emerge
from this lezson a5 o heroes akhough net
ther ene intended to gain notarlety as a cham:
pion of evangelsm and diversity inthe hody of
Christ,

After Samaria, Phillip witnessed to and bap-
tized an Ethiopian eunuch. Sauls, later known
a Paul, positive contributiors came late. Be-
lievers owe Paul and Phillip a letof gratitude
far their contribution to the inclwion of Gen-
tiles, including thiose reading this review to-
day, into the body of Christ.

Dctober 11, 2015

Lesson Title: Saul Earns Credibility
Lesson Scripture:. Acts 8:19a-31

Primt: Acts 8:19a-31

Dewstiona Songs: #4112 [], #251[], and #2243
I

Hey Verse! "Immediately he began to pro-
claim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 'He i
the Son of Gaod” ( Acts B20).

This lessan bhegirs with a5 hort introduction of
Saul after his "Damascus Road" experience,
and Ananias’ unwilling ministerial intervention
that led to restoration of Sauls. sight, and te
his being baptized and filled with the Holy
Spirit.

Saul shewed how serioushy prior reputations
could effect new Christian comients. Saul guick-
ky began transitioning from his old life and iden
tity to this new life in Jesus Christ by spending
time with the diseiples in Damaseus before go-
ing to the synagogues where he proclaimed
Jesus to be "the Son of Gaod”

The large gap, bebween Sauls long-
established reputaton and the new ldentity he
presented, along with his changed pespec-
tives onJesus Chistwere not easily recanciled
with either the Jews or the Christians.

Thi lesson & applicable ta all Chistians, from
new convers to those converted many years
ago; Credibilty & essential to s uceessful minis-
try. &= in Pauls case, it abo must be earned
Becawse credibilty ‘&5 fluid and subjective to
other peoples’ perceptions, Christians must
rely on God and He Word to establieh and
mainigin eredibility for effective Christian minis-

try.

October 18, 2015

Lessan Title: Pater Tales a Risk

Lessan Scripture: Acts 10;1-44

Primt ; Aets 10:24-38

Dewtiond Songs: #304[); #77[; and #243[)
Key “erses: "| truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation, anyone
who fears him and does what s right is ac-
ceptahle to him (Acts 1034357,

Inthis lessan, Peter's boldness & manifested in
his willingness to risk his status and reputation
within both the Jewish culture and the emerg
ing Ghristian community as he wilingk re-
sponded to God's instructions to visit and wit-
ness to Comelivs, who was a Gentile. By obey
ing Gods instructions, Petar knowingly violated
several Jewish culural norms and religious
traditions.

Feter's motivations and behavior patterns diffe
fram those he exhibited duting his life with Je
sus, Peter was previoushy noted for impetous
speech and spontanecus behavior that often
clashed with his discipleship. The new Peter,
on the other hand, shewed great restraint and
faith a= he guestioned Godto confirm the true
ness of his vision and his interpretation. After
finally being conwvinced that the Haly Spirit was
speaking to him directly, Peter obeyed, The
remainder of this story shows boldness and

A il o e J T )
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Minth Bisfrict
Soripture of
the harnth

Church School Lesson

TR e (e A
determination a5 Peter folloss through with his
conwvictions.

October 25, 2015

Lessan Title: Trusting the Spirit

Lesson Scripture; Asts 11:1-18

Print: Acts 11:1-18

Tert&ive Devational Songs: #377]; #2532 [,
and #43 []

ey Yerse: "If then God gave them the same
gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hir
der God? (Acts 1117

The Jews in Jerwsalem divided therselves
inta taio groups. One group believed sahation
wis only available ta Jews becawuse ft was to
them that God gave His law. This group was
aka Antichristian. They did not accept Jesus
Christ as the Messiah, and theytotally rejected
his wviewss on salvation, The other group be
lisved Gentiles could besaved, butthey had ta
hecome Jews first, The second group believed
Gentiles should have to earn the right to inclw
sion and salation by learning and s anctioning
all Jewwish lains and customs, including those
relating to circumekion.

This lesson demorst ates that conflict & inewvi
table, and that it can be a wital link to new dis-
coveries and deeper understandings of God's
word, Thraugh Simen Peter's changed behav-
ior and the indweling of the Hobe Spirt with
bath Cormnelius and Peter, there are confirma
fions of the Holy Spirits ability 1o inform, em-
powier and tramsform belisvers, Applying this
lessan enables believers to see and respond
ta conflictin a Godlke manner.

T T ey e p——
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| Online Giving is Easy!

Cinline-contributions may be made ta St John
by using your PayPak® accournt.

Within PayPal, send donatiors directly to St
John &t sfohnameh@aslcom. Select

the option to transfer from your banking [W]3 ]
account or PayPal balance and specify g
donatefriends and family,

Cinline giving is easyl

“ou may ako danate by sending funds thraugh
Fophoneyto sfiohnameh@acl.com.

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date; September 26, 2015
10600 AN — 11:30 &N,

The Twelve Trbes of Hatie, Ayana Maths,
2013

Discussion Dae: October 17, 2015
10:00 AR — 11:30 &M,

‘Biers-and Sawits, Mdray
& Bifkngsiey, 2012

Victarla Ehrstopher Murray
anil ReShonda =~ Tate
Billing=ley bring their favor-
ite- heroines togehiel in a
novel that will delight their
tegions of fans.:

Jasmine Lason Bush and
R achel Jacksan Adams are
not yeur typical first ladiss.
But they'we overcome their
scandalous and drama-filled pasts ta stand firm-
Iy by their husbands’ sides.

When a coveted pesition opens upﬁrﬁlder_ﬂ'
of the American Baptist Coalition— both women

think their hus bands are perfect for the job, And

winning the position may require both women fo
get down and dirty and revert ta their old tricks,
Just when Jasmine and Rachelthink they're
going. ta have to fight to the finish, the current
firgt lady of the coaltion steps in/. . . & woman
Bigger, badder; and mare devious.than either of
them.
= Amazon
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;:' |anette R. Smith

J ERZARD L A2T-1370 CENT IS TR LERATIQ ST | nEZET 2840
BETTER DeCaidns, pETTER LLInG

STEP INTO YOUR PURFOSE WITH PASSION

Ooyau hearit? Trat sl small soico that bockans vow to purtie your groacos

PPt (1 cal ing Mavbs viu stopped Esaning to tHat vaice, But g5 far
from silenzed. Thet velce ot Minoewasdom Is Back - with o remindar thas you
rill v g mach mang 1o alfar ter ol e time bar v To fdlly bocomn
vehab you weore alwoys eozond te be The dudance bewasn your draams and
rzality B bl of obsmcles, but & oyou know bow to work dhmugh these
challengas - the dreams of your past can be the real tp oo vour fusre; in this
gulcle, | shase the stores of dream bullding fror bang an Ermmy seard-
winning: jswrnalist to enterminmert host, mega ministry media director,
consultant to gospel cong end nglly Terifien Life Stategiat zng Mindser
Cogch, uncestend e process of repositioring and suildig dreamsand |
want 1o hedp yon urcover your own swesgrhe daning yoar purposs, and
reconnectwnth thet immar vesdom, sopau cen puh past atuck: novigate the
path of drzam builzing and hecome sy - oanauccess story
From Dream to Reality
Mavigating th= fath ta Your Life Furposa
*  How do lereate the life | real y want?

*  Whatis my purpasa ot this stege of lIle?
¥ Why do | matter?

*  How do | gel tomy noxt level?

aiin o AVAUAGE DCTUBER 19 on AMAZON.cam
aMAZON ard ST JOHN AME . MEY

ThiE amion-gude e opeates for thade passinnata gaehEnpta
whe den s moad Buld ng thais oar deam:: e Dean
fo dealdy helps you srdemstend why pour seslest
wziggrimsEed e s discaeerngaed lving ol g gesal puagase, ond speake o the alleegen
trnit e fae sleag tha way. Tha Boeak sflms nels o gl g e thes pathe df dinlecking gain

Hritenie. '.1|i|.-|inE. =gl wallty anrd |'rur|1ir.|_| it litw Wi emim midatt lrmwa.

Dream If. Believe (t. Build fi.
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

important Dates to Remember

Sentember 1519, 2095 North nest 4labama Annwal Conference, Birmingham, 4labama
Sepfember 25— Ocfober 1, 3015

Fevival at-Fello wship Preshyterian Church, Huntsyille

The Reverand Gregory Bentley, Pasior

Pastor Clayborn and R ev. Shen, Revvalists
Seprember 2326 2015 Sowtheast Alabama A nnval Conference
Ociober 710 2015 Alaghama River Feglon Annual Conference
Cofober 14-77, 2015  Nogheast #lahama Annus Confaren o2
Comber 198, 2015 Fink Sunday
Cofober M-24 0158 Southwasr Alabama A nnual Conferance

Novawber 1213, 2075 Plenary Mesting

Thatif you confess with your mowth, “lesus iz Lo ¥ and believe in your heart
that God raized him from the dead, you will be saved . Romans 70:9
INERNIG
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Pastor's Message

It's Time to Stretch

Luke :8-11

Welcome as we begin our new annual conference year! | am sao thankful to God for being ap
painted to the best chursh anywhere — St John AME Chureh in Huntsville, 2labama. | thank
my leadership— Bishop and Mrs. James L. Davis.and Presiding Elder and Mis. Oliver Allen, Jr.
— far their continding faith in me and for their giving me the opportunity to semve. | thark my
church famiky for all of their love, prayers, and support | am expecting God to bless B with an
Pagiei Fainok B Tlyghom, PO amazng year!

Howewer, my expectation is not detached from our present reality. | have noticed that many of
our experiences relate to the man with the withered hand in Luke &. To be withered s to be
shrurken, dried up, and immabilzed. What & withered & the man's fght hand. This & probably
his stronger hand and the one with which he works, Some believe that he was a mason. As a
tesult this withering would have ended his employment. Please note that his hand was not
abvays withered. In the end of the story, his hand was resored, implying that his hand — which
was. once sttong — becarme weak hefore his encounter with Jesus. Look at how striengths have
become withered wedinesses around us. Vidlence agdinst minoriies by rogue law enforee
ment agents persits, Jails continue to be primarily populated with minorities and poor peeple.
Wating for minarities in Alabamaseems enthe verge of being deenfranchised by the state gow-
grnment's preparation to close down owver 30 drivers’ license offices {mostly in African Ameri-
can counties where government |D for voting can be attained). Public education & constanthy
devalued and underfinded. Widespread political support for raking the minimum wage and
establishing equal pay for wemen & nonexistent. |ssues such & awareness of HIWAIDS,
breast cancer, and domestic violence receive Iittle to no attention in a host of churches: Ac
cording to Awopsy of 3 Decegsed Chumh by Thom 5. Rainer, many mainling churches are in
the precess of a slow death because their agendas have only sought to. maintain what they
achieved instead of progréssing beyond their achiewement.

All of these issues impact our families greathy. Mere fathers are now in jall. Many mothers do
not make a much money becaus g of their gender. Myriad families struggle because the mink
mum wage becomes a destructive obstacle. Seores of children receive a3 subpar education.
The right tovote becomes less attainakle. Mumbers of us leave our churches with ashout and
adance (and some leave with less than that), but we do not wall away with tools te equip u 1o
face the harsh challenges of life, OUR RIGHT HANDS AREW T HER EL!

| believe thatthis & surtime o §TRETCH!

Jesus telk the rman with the withered hand to came. 2nd, the man SOT LA We, too, have to
get up, We have been doawntoo long. We mustwaie up —stir up —rase up —stand up. Qrgan-
zations with the machinery {lke the NAACF) should have their lawyers in place to sue the
state of Alabama if they gothrough with closing all these diiver's license offices. We — & indp
viduals, churches, and communities — must rase our voices to ow elected officials and give
thern our rue feelings. Making our desires known holds them accountable MW e must stir up our
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Pastor's Message

AL ransirned B e |
schook by showing up at PTO/PTA meetings . school board meetings, and city council me etings.
Letus show up with comstructive suggestiors in addifion to sup detailed eritique.

Jesus told the man to stand next o him. Jesus asked the manto make a public declaration —ta
choose him over the Pharsees and scribes that were agairst healing on the Sakbath, Jesus
asked the rman to declare his allegiance before he got healed! Te bring about change we will
have to confess our allegiance ta Christ —in the presence of our detractors — befare © hrist bless-
ez us. We have to STAND with Jesus! Whenwe wake up, stif up, raise up, and get up by mak-
ing our voices heard and our wills known, we must be sure to align sur voices and wilk with
God's will. We have to dothis weork where others can see. Our light mustshine regardless of the
outcome. The three Hebrew boys in the book of Daniel had this same sentiment. They tald the
king that they wouldn't bow down to the idol god even if God didn't deliver them from the fiery
furmace, They stood with God befare God blessed them with deliveranee. This mears saturating
our strategies for justice in God's Spirt with no thought of the risk. When we rase our voices
against the clesing of driver's licerse offices; the stagnation of the minimum wage; no equal pay
for women; and the lach af HAWRIDE, domestic violence, and breast cancer awareness in many
churches; we must-begin by adinowledging that this & Christ's agenda. We have to declare that
our effartiz 3 Godly endeavar before we ses any benefis.

Jesus told the man to stretch out his hand. Te streteh & to extend, deploy, spread, e give all,
Yes, we must follow this instructon to STRETCH as well, But, we must not overlook the key of
authenticity, Jesus tells the man to stretch out his oiwn hand —not the hand of another. This year,
we hawve tostreteh surselves. Therefore, we have to bring eur whole selves to the task. We must
put our whale hears in ourservice, in aur giving, in our praising, in our studying, inaurwerling,
in our marriages, n aur families, in our relatiorships, 0 our commiments, in our spiritual for
mation, and in oursekes.

fts timeta STRETCH!
When we stretch, we get restored! Go ahead and stretch!

STRETCH —Wak by faith and not by sight

STRETCH — Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean notto your cwn understanding.
STRETCH — Seek first the kingdam of God and God's righteousness.
STRETCH —Denyyouself, ake upyour gross, and follow G hrist
STRETCH — Getup, even if na one gets up with you.

STRETCH — Stand with Jesus regardless of who stands against yvou.
STRETCH —Hold yourself and others accountable to what is right.
STRETCH — Use every bit afwhat God has given youfor the task at hand.
STRETCH until jus tice & proclaimed.

STRETCH until hungrf souls are fed

STRETCGH until the weak say | am strong.

STRETCH until families are mardewhole.

STRETCH until the whole church has new life

STRETCH until what & impossible becormes possible.

STRETCH until God rains down miracles for all of God's people,

ETRETCH!

Father, we STREETEH our hands to the e!
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MNorthwest Annual Conference Held in September

By Guy Ginn

The Sixth Session ofthe Northwest Alabama Annual Corference ofthe 8" Epis-
popal District of the AME Connectional Church weas held stating Thusday,
September 15, through Saturday, September 18, 2015  All evens took place
it the & Ditricts new Daniel Payne Community Plaza in Birmingham, Ala
Bama, The Reverend Mashod A, Evans and the members of Zaint John AME
[ Hurch-of Birmingham graciously hosted this vear's conference. Presiding Elder
Dwight Dillard was the host Presiding Elder. Guy Ginn was the St John dele
gate to the Annual Conference and Abbiegail Hugine was the alernate dele
Jate,

Pre- conference activities started off with a Unity Rally on Tuesday September
15. Presiding Elder Dwight E. Dillard presided over the rally. Behop Davi pre-

EeSSSSS========21 EBell, 5r., AME Senior Bishop John R, Bryant, and Alabama ASM University

president-and St John's own Dr. Andrest Hugine. Dr. Hugine's was a bit more than a greeting.
His presentation was entitled "Education, the Gateway to Opportunity-HBECUs are Still Needed.”
Christian and Elamic leades offered prayers for Prisons and the Criminal Jistice System; Eco
nomiz, Political and Social Justice Systems; Educational Oppartunity and Educational Systems;
Homelessness, Hunger, Poverty and Health Care Systerms; The Carmmunity of Faith as.a Unified
Body and Modelfor Healing and Recaonciliation; Global Outreach for Human Rights to Improve
All Peoples Quality of Life Warldwide; and Guidance and Protection of our Children, The Ala
barma ASM T hoir provided musical selectons that included a stirting rendtion of “"The Batie
Hyrmn of the Repulilie.”

The Annual Gonference's Women's Misionary Society hosted the evening's.woship senvice
with the theme "Missionaries Serving and Working in Unity.” Worship was directed by Siters
Hattie Huggins and Adrienne Roland, 5t John's own Sisters Mary Powers and Monica Dillibhurt
gave the Call o Warship. The guest speaker was the Reverend Maria Mallary White of Talla
hassee, Florida, The Reverend Mallary White B a noted journalist and a second-generation
AME preacher,

Wednesdays agenda included devotion, bible study, business reports and pastors’ repors, &
midday service was led by the Sors of Allen: Bishop Davis prepared the Conference to receive
the Mirroring R eport that was to be presented on Thursday, He told the Conferenee that he was
not embarrassed by telling the tuth and admonished the AME Churches to have the same mind
set. He recommended a book entitled The Autopsy of 3 Degegsed Chuweh. Behop Davi indi-
gated thatthe boek gives the Mirrering Report some context and gives seven symptoms of the
dying church, noting that these symptoms are not abways easily identfiable. He went on to say
that according ta the book, churches with two of the seven symptoms are in criical condition. He
stressed that churches thatseek to be healthy musttend 1ok obligations 18 others sutside the
church.

Presiding Elder Dwight Dillard was worship leader for the Corference's Opening Service an
Wednesday evening. Pastor Clayvborn stined the congre gation with a passionate Prayer of Inve-
cation. . The sermon was delivered by the Reverend Dr. Robert &, Turner. - After the infroduction
by BEehop Dawvis, Dr. Turner preached from Jeremiah 1:17 on the topic "When We Stand Up”
He pointed outthatwhen one stands up she should be authentic. He said that he weuld rather
be hated forwho he & thanto be loved for who he s not. He ako stressed that believers should
getready to stand up by studying to k now for thermsehlves whatthe Lord has s aid.

After Thursday marning s devotion, the congrepation was treated to an infarmative hikle study en
Spiritual Discipling by the Reverend Joseph Parker, a candidate for the effice of Pubklisher of the
AME Churgh. He highlighted ten (10) reasons to read the Bible every day; having a Mary's heart
in @ Martha's waorld: Developing a Ifestyle of sitting at the feet of Jesus; and daily prayer tools.
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MNorthwest Annual Conference Held in September
By Guy Ginn
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B hop Davis cortinued to discuss the book, The Sutopsy of a Deceased Church, by Thom

ol apathy, oecasional times of intense conflict, the church s not known in its community, the
fevolving door 6f pastoral leadership, new members are rare, andthe love of the good old
bays. Following bible study, Mr. Hoffman, retired Finance Director of Birmingham's Chik
dren's Hospital, spok e to the Conference in support of an increased minimum wage, He
pointed out that 10 per howr in Birmingham would get a person above the poverty line and
Feligible for a $30 per month Affordable Heatth Care Act irsurance policy. Because Ala
bama opted out of the Medicaid Exparsion and since the Alabama minimum wage B much
less than $10 per hour, current minimum wage earmers are not eligible for the Affordable
Health Care policy and are unable to afford heattheare insuranee. He indicated that the
| positive impact on the economy outweighs the negative argument against the wage in
lii_'ﬂp_ﬂttnm:!_l: e RN
L mvetha epen 5 o | . .
. X The Meorthwest Conference Miroring Committee made s report. The categories were
progressing,” "maintaining,” and "declining.” 5t John fell in the "progressing” category. The full
report & available atthe chureh office A midday wership service was led by the Morthwest
Alabarma Conference Lay Crganization. The Rewerend Dr. Ronald Sterling, paster of 5t. Paul

ANME G hurch, Smithfield,

delivered the: serman.
Hie message was ent
tled "Dressed anl
Ready” The message
Jwas centered an Ephe
fsiams 8, The Conference
o was . wrged to. put on
their ‘spiritial warfare
armar and wait on the
Lard.

e bk - T E 1 1

‘ﬂ H : " B The afterncon session
£ . ."!” ! included additional pas-
¥ FII taral repors.  Pastor

Pattor S Byt i ks ik e part Fatfick Clayhern mads

his pastoral report representing St
John He emphasized the Anthony
Browen “Free to Worship” service; the
haliday food baskes; that maore than
three thousand mealk wereserved by
the Soup Kitchem; and the twenty-
ning (29 persons who joined the
church, Additionalky the financial ef-
fortsfblessings of the church were
highlighted by BiEhop Davis. A dele
gation of 5t John members stood
o with Fastor Clayborn as he presented
his- report; The delegate, Mr, Guy
zinn, spoke on behal of the church,
He emphasized Pastor Clayborn's
sarman an intentional fath develop
ment and how it works in conjunction
with passionate worship. He humb by
and sincerely asked far the return of Pastor Clayborn and Presiding Elder Cliver Allen, Jdr,

. IamhRa T i Al
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ST.JOHN'S BETTY E. DERRICK WMS PARTICIPATES IN
THE NORTWEST ALABAMA CONFERENCE
WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES
6'" ANNUAL CONFERENCE CONVENTION

By C harksie Brooks

Five gelock a m. arved way too earky an September 15, but thankfulky the bus departed after
prayer, with dedicated, determined St Jehn WMS members, led by President Ronnie Thompson.
The delegation arived atthe Daniel Payne Community Plaza, Birmingham, Alabama to jegistra
tion kits and a hot breakfast,

Shorthy thereafter, the official WMS Annual C onference began with opening prayer by Mesionary
Susie Jones Bonner, The attendees were greeted by G onference President Patricia Smith, ks,
Carolyn Cummings, Epecopal President, and hMrs. Arelis B, Davis, EpEcopal Supervisor. The
local Corference Theme "Misionaries Serving and Woiking in Unity”, Romare 12:4-5, coineides
with the 20152019 Cuadrennial Theme: "Transforming Lives.. Building Communities...
Impacting the Woarld". Romars 12:1-2.

Mext, the election of officers for the ensuing year was held. The: election was conducted by Epis-
copal President Cummings and the swearing in ceremony by Epecopal Supervisor Arelis Davis.
The meeting continued with the roll eall of WS members.. The marming business session ako
included the Quadrennial Report by delegate Dr. Manica Dillibunt.

y, led by Bshop James. L Davis. The Unity Program began with
the Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Presiding Elder, presiding. Devetion
participarts included the Reverend Dr. Farell Duncombe, {Call to
1L nity), the Reverend Oliver Allen, Jr. (The Invocation). The music
Was delivered guite beautifully by the Alabama & & M University
BHoir, Resounding opening remaks were made by the Right Rever-
End James L Davis. Bihop Davis addressed the delegation with
glear words by sharing the purpese for halding the Unity Service. He
tated, "This event s to pay ribute to The Emanuel Ming, Charles-
ton; a well a5 to honor othiers who made oustanding strides to
Serve our nation to bring unity. He stated that Governor Bentley
Was honored because he removed the Confederate Flag without
iesitation. This Actshowed cowrage and bravery, the same courage
bravery that Mother Rosa Parks showed vears ago, The Gover-

“

that. God moves in niysterious ways. “Another reason for the cele-
Ir_l;’tiu:rn." he continued, "is to show that injustice =till remains in our
sommunities.” We also hope that today's serices will encourage
polng men and women to seek tosenve our cities and country. Cne
4 thnse voung persors may become the next governor or president.
ks theme "L nity” reflects that together, we can change the quality
‘F lives for our penple He stated that in Michelle Obama's book,
'The Mew Generation”, she shared that rights are denied to those
BishaprBryant who have given their time and energy to lead others to better Ives.

' He stated "There & no respect for our heroes. We adinowledge all
these heroes today, "

Bishop Davie charged attendees to register people to vote, He said that this will be stressed
throughout the corference. Whatis done today can serve as a bads drop for AME ehurches to
mak e the world a better place for all. Through effarts today, maybe ather faith communites can
share in teamwok to remove disturhing 535 ues in today's society. The bishop concluded, . that
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MNorthwest Annual Conference Held in September
By Guy Ginn
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The Conference held electiors of minsterial and lay delegates to the B0" Quadrennial Session of
the General Conference of the AME Church; ta be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 2018,
Pastor Clayharmn was elected a ministerial delegate. e, Medra McD anigl was the delegate and
hr. Jdason Gilmaore was the young adult delegate tothe Lay Electoral Calb
}lge froam St. John,

i forship service was held on Thursday evening.  This was. A Night of
Tevival’

_layrhnrn B a member) Report and the Conference Board of Trustees
Report. Dr. Jeanette Jones read the report for the ©onference Trustees
nd itwas received by the Bishop with accolades for the Trustees.

BEhop Davis stated that in addition to the evangelstic quotas, each
~ church will be given a quata forthe number of people they are to register
o vote. Pastors/churches are to ensure that every member & reglstered. Pastors are to assign
gquotas tothe Stewards. The goal is for the digtrict to register five thousand (S000) people before
the mid winter corference in March.

The Crdination Service was held with Bishop Gregory &, M. Ingram serving as the preacher. Hs
sermon was entitled "A Cuting Edge Minkgtry” with textfrom 2 Kings 6:1-
7. He noted that too mamy minsters have an axe, but no “cutting edge.”
The points highlighted inthesermon were that thetragedy inthe text was
the |ess af equipment; when the student realzed he had lest something,
he asked for help; and the Holy Ghest shows up, anyhew. In conclision,
he said that"too many are gifted, but not grounded.”

Friday night was a night of reflection, tharksgiving and praise. Pastor
Clayborn and the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn participated in the ser
vice. |ncluded in the semwice was a skit with a comical portrayal of the
combining of the Cenferences that occurred after Bishop Dave came ta
the Nirnth Episcapal D istrict.

- Saturday maming included the Yeung F'enples Bepartment (YPL) Busi-
ness Session followed by the YPD Program. The theme was "Keeping ‘it 100 - Celebrating a
Century of Glokal Service” The Church Schoolwas held at the same time as the ¥PD program.

The Clesing Service for the Swth Session of the Naorthwest Alabama Annual & onference was led
by Presiding Elder Oliver Allen. Music was rendered by the Conference Choir.  HBihop D avie
defvered the sermon, “A MNighttirme Angel’ with biblical tewtfrom Aets & 17 —24 The main points
included that 1) During the night the Lord has aspecial angel; 2} God through the angel brought
them out -3 Monbelievers are at 3 loss for words. Faollowing the sermon, the pastoral appoint
ments were read by Bshop Davis, St Johnis thankful for the return of Pastor Clayborn and Pre-
siding Elder Allen,

Thie was the last Morthwest Annual Conference under the leadership of Behop and Mether Da-
s, Accolades were given throughout the Conference for their outstanding servant leadership of
the Minth Episcopal District for twe guadrennial. BEhop and Mother Dave expressed their
thanks and love for the Ninth § strict,
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ST.JOHN'S BETTY E. DERRICK WMS PARTICIPATES IN
THE NORTWEST ALABAMA CONFERENCE
WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES
6'" ANNUAL CONFERENCE CONVENTION

By Charksie Brooks

P il Ve e 9 |
He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Chrst” Philippk
ans 1:8. One nation under God. "Lord, LettBe”

&5 the program continued, greetings were brought by dignitaries including the Senior Bshop of
the AME Church, the Right Reverend John B. Bryant and St John member Dr. Andrewe Hugine,
FPresident, Alabama A & M University, Or. Hugine touched the hears of all present as he pre
sented the aceomplishment of HBECUW's, despite the discrepancies in federal funding and the lack
of support that graduates of HBCU's retumn to their Alma Maters.  This led the Bi hop to lift an
imprampti affering for Alabama A & M University and Morris Brewn College. A beautiful litany,
followee d music presented by the A& M University Choir, The Reverend Sherd Shipman and the
Reverend Anre' Faush led the timely litany. The congregation then read the Prologue To Unity
Prayers followed by multifaith minkters for a multfaceted number of community prayer con
cerns. Each prayerwas unigue, mowving and piercing.

The WMS Night and White Service began at 6:30 p.m. The preacher was
the Reverend Maria Mallory White, Imrmanuel Temple AME Church. The
gening program paired a WMS senior member with a WIWE Youny Wom-
n's Initiative (YW1 member. Included in the pais were St John WWE life
member Mary Powers and YW member Monizca Dilihunt. Music was inter
Epersed by the Northwest Conferenece Chair.

Briefly, the profound Word was delivered with power and authority by the
‘Reverend White. Her text was. Genesis 18:1-11 and the sarmon was entitled
A Etrange Path to Presperity,” After prayers she stated, "We celebrate an-
gther conference year. When we look back, we have come a leng way.”

Y who locked fo a time when they have been in a bad place. This & the story
af the young slave woman in the text, This & a text of dynamic drama-a
Woung woman who, too, wanted things to go differently for her. In the 4"
verse she & ina hard place. Saoon, however, Sarai wanted what Hagar had.
W Ghesaid that this senvant was ke some people teday, The preacher stat:
d'that today, people do the jobs and wok and do not abvays get credit for
the zacrifices that they make. These present were reminded te not count
el God out Saral, too, learmmed she should have waited on God. Hagar had no
= Sy r”prrb:gf,fm'“'at“ L i ghoice. Mo empathy was shown her. She, however, camied an heglr a prarm-
.- Ee, alegacy. After her experience in the wilderness, she was told to not fret,
B hut to return after she "cook off’. Believers, too, must stand with God, He
1] thre tall Hagars life began anewewhen she returned to her mistress. Hagar had to
gu halzk tu hersituation, because God told herto go back. The preacher stated in conclusion,
when one waks with God, He will lead them to prosperity and whaleness. When they go back,
He will cover them. He prepares atablefor HE peeple and will ke with them. All too often, the
Reverend White, congluded, people have to travelthat srange path to prosperity. The service
concluded with remaks from Bishap D avis, Invitation to Christian DEcipleship, the candlelight
ceremoany, antd the Missionary Benediction.

This ended this years well implemented MNorthwest Alabama G onference of The Women's Mis-
sionary Society afthe AME C hurch.
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St. John's "Dynamic Duo” Preach for Fall Revival at

Fellowship Preshyterian Church
Compilation of coverage by Paula Elliard, Bridget Floyd and Medra McBaniel

T L Pastar Patrick aned the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn were the
revivalis & for the four night Fall R evival of Fellowship Presbyter
an Church, which began en Monday, September 28, 2015 and
culminated on Thursday, Oetober 1, 2015, The semwices began
each night at 7 p.m. with dinner available at 530 pm: Monday
was "Children, Youth and Young Adult Night', Tuezday was
"Women's Might", Wednesday was "Men's Night', and Thursday
A was "Friends. and Famity Night', There was a different wership
leader and choir each night. Host Pastor Gregory J. Bentley, in
toduced the guest preachers each night, Thefirst night he noted
that he had made an exception in inviting ‘evangelies to return to
preach revival rather than his usual emphasie on featuring differ-
ent evangelists far each revival, He gave accolades to this part

“Ieﬂﬂmn;:FﬁmdﬂﬁfEhﬁﬂﬁ*m nership in the Lord as weell as mariage.

- On Mornday and Thusday nights the Reverends Claybom unted
in preaching the sermon. On Women's and Men's Nights, the Beverend Sheri Smith Clayborn
and P astor Patrick Clayborn were featured, respectively. Theywere mostinspining,

Monday's service was [ed by youth worship leaders Destine’ Brown and Demetiss Davis. St
John's Yoices in Praise (WIPY Choir minstered under the direction of Brother Reginald Pears on.
They opened the service with a most appropriate offering with words noting "we've come to
praise the Lerd'. Praseselections were ako offered by the Fellowship Youth Chair and the ChiF
dren's Chair,

The "dynamic dug” united in’interpreting Acts 20:7-12 with the twe sermontitles —"Resurrection
Ministry”" with the “yaouth title” of "Straight Out of Church” {reflecting on the movie tithe " Straight
out of Cempton™y. They emphasized thatthe Church should be a resdrrection ministry to young
people; that =, should restore and redeem. The preachers indicated that the Church should have
positive things to say to young people, do notunderestimate them, make the necessary adjust-
ments to mak e contact with them, and the young rieed to know that trey have a testimony. In
the text, Paul was preaching late intothe night, and & young man was siting in the wind oy, but
fell asleep and fell three staries to the ground:. Paul stopped what he was doing, ehanged his
position as well & his point of contact by ministering te the boy who ultimately survived. Paul
weent his way and the boy did as well. This required noticing that the bay had fallen, making the
noted changes/adjuztments te meet the need of the boy. Just as the Church today needs to
reach out to help the youth; the youth must net give up even ifthey "get sleepy” (as all pesoms
dod, The vouth should ask for help. The revivalists indicated that "“voung people in'the window
need peoplete haldthem up”.

--I This first night of rapid-fire, tag team, inspirational preach
ing and worship in-song, set the tone for a wonderful fall
resvival,

On Tuesday, the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn preached
from dehn 17:1-8, 3844 with the sermon tile "Unbind Her
and Let Her Go". Shespoke on thestory of Mary, Martha
and Lazarus and how this famil's relations hip compares o
wamen functioning in the church. The guestion was
posed, " it were mot for the women of the chureh, where
wiould we be™? The Reverend Sher expressed that some-
gl times women/helievers have to loose things intheir lives in
Fhori Pl Eenfh,- troddces the preaahers order to mowe forth in their faith and woitk. LlkeniEe, they

e — P vl e v e M
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St. John's "Dynamic Duo” Preach for Fall Revival at
Fellowship Presbyterian Church

Cormpilaton of coverage by Paula Elliard, Bridget Floyd, and Medra MeDanie|

L e it

need to believe in order io see the glory of God! She askedthe congregants tethink back on the
story and ask who they are most ke in the text. Are they most ke Mary in their worship, or like
Martha in their work™™ Or dothey have some things they need tounbind and let go, in relafion to
Lazarus coming from the tomb. Thie was demanstrated by women in attendance being invited ta
unkind a live representative who carme to the pulpit. There were women and "future women” who
came to the pulpit to engage in this viswal aid for the sermon — 1o loose the woman who was
bound, just as Lazarus was unbeund after Jesus galled him from the tomb. Reverend Smith
Clayborn noted "when Jesus prays people lve...Jesus expects you to do your part”.

The worship leader was Elder Sarah Ford, Special music was rendered by the Fellowship Pres-
bvterian Chureh Unity ©hoir, with his: Brenda Davis, Director. Theysangseveral beautiful musk
cal selections, "Every Prate to Our God", They That Wait an the Loard Shall .Renew Their
Strength” and other songs fromthe African American Heritage Hymnalwith emphasis anthe Ne-
gro Spirtual. ltwas Women's Might and it was a rewarding time for all that attended,

The Wednesday night service was Men's Night and the wership |leader was Brather Thomas
Ross. Special music was rendered by the Kappa Chorus of the Huntsville Alumni € hapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fratemity, Incorporated. Wi Ghris Calhoun was the director. The sermon was
gntitled "The Reclamation Project” from the text 1 Samuel 30:1-8. The Reverend O octor Clay-
born used the passage of scripture where the women and children of David's eamp had been
captured atZklag and his gedly actions to reclaim whatwas taken, to challernge the men on their
night of emphasis. He noted that David had to go back to holiness to reclaim what was lost. First
he had to honoer his feelings. [Ravid and the people were bitter in spirtt for the loss of their-chil
dren, The people had to honor the boundary that had to be set around their feelings, They were
angry at David atthough they were the ones who decided to go with him. Cavid had to hanar the
G within him. Athough tempted to believe these araund him, he "encourage hineelf inthe Lard”,
With God's amswer to pursue, David went ahead to pusue and reseue the women and children.
They hadto fight the Philistines 1o get hack what they wanted, The preacher noted thatthis sayws
that persans have to get towoik using their God-given gifls. They had tofight all day, and even
leave 200 men behind. Yet, they got everyone and everything back , and more. Bven those wha
were left behind benefited from the abundance. Men, & well & allin atlendance, were urged to
k egpfighting and praying, beligving, working, and fasting, and watch what happens!

Cin Thursday, the wership leader was Sster Betty Dikie and the music was provided by The Mass
G hoir of 51, John AME Chureh under the direction of Brother Reginald Pearson. The sermon title
was "Go" and the text was |saiah G:1-9 (key verse |saiah G:E),

The dynamic Claykarn dus preaching tag team was back for the clesing revival serman,. The
preachers used this familiar passage of |saiah accepting the callto "ge', even in the midst of King
Uzziah's death, to command the hearers to accepttheir command ta "ge”, They noted that Isaiah
was not getting strength to s erve in another place, but for where he was. They used his vision ta
tell warshippers whao find themsehles in the midst of emotional, cultural, intellectual, or spirtual
death and to "ge” for God inthe following points.

1, The vision had abundance (v1), "the train filled the temple”, Jdust a little of God gives mere

than = needed.

2. The vision included worship (W23, the seraphim inthetemple covered their faces and feet and
humbled themselves before God,

3: Theviion had an oubward expression (w3}, " They ery, Hely, haly, haly, & the Lord ef hess "

4. The vision had & sign. In verse fourthe temple was filled with smoke. The manifestation of
waorship & love, waking in faith, work ing. & to the Lord, education, tak ing care of one's self,

8. The vision brought renewal (v3) in the form of tramsformation. Isaiah's eyes. were opened

and he santhe real King. When God trarsforms lives, there & & retease of freedom to hear
AL ramasen oo pamper ) 2




=t.JJohnAMEN Cctaber 2015 Fage 10

St. John's CPR Ministry
Holds Second Caregiver's Workshop

By Barbara Johnson

Th! Caregivers Prayer and Respite (CPR) Ministry
ield s second workshop on Saturday, September
12, 2015, Two guest presenters were invited from
The Alabama Cooperative: Exdension Services at
Blabama ARM University, Ms. Britney Lively, M orth
bama Respite Training & Resource Specialist,

i zarediver? Anyonewho cares for or pro-
ides , unpaid care at home for someone who
needs help with basic everyday care (ie. dressing,
feeding, howsehald chores, financial duties ete.).

What is respite? Respiteis the temporary relief for family caregers,
Why is Fespite impordant?. Respite & impartant for the caregivers because i,

(1) reduces stress. and fatigue,

(2 improves family functioning and s atisfaction with life.
(3 improves atttudes towards the care recipient.

(<h helps sustainthe caregivers heatth and wellheing:
(5 helps avoidfdelay out-of-home placement aned

(&) reducesthe likelihood of abuse and neglect

Ms. Lively gave sewera examples of typica respite care.
{11 In-home respite care, where someone comes into relieve the caregiver,
(2) Adult Daycare, where the recipient & taken to a facility which specializes in adult care.
(3 Shar-term nursing home respite; where the rEEIpJEHt s temporarily placed ina fal:ﬂrl'grfur
several days to severalweeks, to give the caregiver some respite.
{<h Day Hospital placement is another temporary placement for an exdended amount of time.

Other opfions were;
(1) Passible respite care provided by community agencies sueh as churches, Four churches
in the Hurtsville area rotate providing respite care, four Friday nights each month, Weatherly
Heights Baptist Church & just one of the four.
(2 Using Social Media to locate agencies which provide care inthe community.
13 Communicating with local universities, Seme students need interrship or velunteer hours.
Student innursing (Dakwood University) orstudents in s ocial work (AU might be able to
provide respite. © all the depantments at each schoal and discuss the possilility with the de-
partment chair.
(<h and lastly, don't neglectthe valuable resources available through suppart groups.

Mrs. Julie Cothren, the second presenter, spoke in depth on Medicare and Medicaid Benefits.

She atternpted to dispel the myths and misunderstandings regarcding the alphabet soup of Part
A Part B, PartZ and Fart D of medical plans.

A vmiavnnd dF g A )
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St. John's CPR Ministry
Holds Second Caregiver's Workshop

By Barbara Johnson

A rSaird broeR e A

When a person applies for Medicare, they are automatically enrolled inthe Part A Flan. Pat A s
the hospital Irsurance plan. It eovers nusing care and hospital stays, athough not doctors’ fees.
Pat & ako covers same home heathservices, skilled nursing care after a hespital stay and hos-
pice care, Pat B cowvers doctors’ and other hiealth care provider's services and supplies that are
medically necessary to freat health conditions, This can include owutpatient care, preventive ser-
vices, ambulance services, and durable medicaleguipment

She akp stated that Medicare does not cover all medical experses: Typically, Medicare covers
about B0% of Part B-covered doctor and eutpatient medical expenses (after the annual deductk
ble 5 metl. The remainder i up tothe glient to pay, With each passing yea, Medicare deductr
bles and co payvments usually rise. This can leave a costly gap in coverage, gaps that can take
thousands of dollars a year out of the patient's podet. Medicare supplemental palicies fill these
gaps by covering the cozts of eligible services that Medicare does not pay. M. Cothern sug
gested that everyone aon Medicare should invest in a Medicare supplement, such a& st Com-
munity or Blue Gross Blue Shield C+. These were just two of manysupplemental plans out there,
she said

Bath Ms, Livels and hrs, Cothern were tharked for their presentations. Allthose in atendance
left with a wealth of information and resources to help them navigate the maze of caregiving, res-
pite care, and medical benefits. & survey conducted at the conclusion of the workshep indicated
that the infarmation was most valuakle, well received, and that there were additional topics of
interestwhich still need to - be addresseil

Additional Resources:

k. Britney Lively, Marth &labarma Respite Training & Resource Specialet, Alabama Cares,
blively@ huntsvill

Mrs. dulie Cothren, Benefts and Cres Intervention Specialist with American Senior Assistance

Program (ASAPY. infoi@letstalasap com

TARCOG, Top of Alabama Sowuncil of Governments, Assistance- Mvncawhr‘swem an Ag-
ing, S07E Research Dr. Huntville, AL 35805, 256-830-0818  OxxE

E-mail farcogi@adss.alabama.goy wwan tarco g us = '

TARGOG's Aging Division, the Area Agency on Aging, provides services to seniors through gt
ther lecal contract or by direct service provision and assiss in the coordination of ‘a wariety of
aging service programs with other agencies throughout the 5- county area

Senior R, The Madson County Coemmission’'s SENIOR Rx Program & designed to assist low-
income Madison County residents, age 55 and above, of those who have recently begun Medk
care disabilty and are in the teo yvear waiting period, Residents wheo meet that criteria and whe
do not have prescription drug eeverage, may obtain medication for & chranic illness or condition
for free or at a low cost. The SEMIOR Rx staff facilitates access to pharmaceutical companies’
patient assistance programs. Funding is provided by the Madieon Courty Commission and the
Alabhama Department of Senior Services through the TARCOG & rea Agency on Aging. The med
ication will be mailed directhy to you or to your physician, or you could receive a discount card
wsable atvour pharmacy. Fwou would ke to participate pleas e call 256-532-3345.
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Step Into Your Purpose
with Passion
From Cvesm to Reality
Vavicaiing The Fath fx Your Lif A
Janette B. Smith, Authar, Speaker, G ertified
Life Strategist, Mindset Coach

By Lauretta Teague

5t John's own Janette B. Smith, has recenty
wiritten and published 3 book which guides per-
sons in repositioning and building dreams to
help them uncover their own strengths, define
their purpose, and reconnect with the inner
vaice ofwisdem.

Mo matter where 3 person may ke intheir jour-
ney, there 5 akways room for growth in every
stage ‘of life. How do you create the dream
you really wamt? What s your purpose at this
=tage? Wiy do you matter and how do you
get to that next lewel?

The book & an actionguide created and writ-
ten to provide tools which help you unlogh vour
dream building and creating the life you de
zire; Pemonally, if vou hawve been letening ta
the series Pastor Claybarn has been teaching
and ministering to in warship and Bikle study,
wie should be ignited to Dream. Believe. Build.

Get your copy today!

Dynamic Duo” Preach

R vl et e M)
whatHi purpose is for the individual.

With this wision and eye- opening experience,
the preachers commanded those in attend
ance to "Go" and allow God to lead the way,
to prepare and fo bless. In conclusion that
reminded them that all Jesus had to do was
"o and itis time for believers to "Ga"

Before the Benediction was given by Pastor
Clayborn, the host pastor, the Reverend
Gregory Bentley, the Rewverend Sheri Sroith
Clavhorn and the Reverend Patrick Claybom
rade closing remarks and expressed grate
bde for those whe attended and for all partice
pamts throughout the week, This second re
vival series by the Clayborns at Fellows lip
Presbyterian Chureh was a revival for both
ciongregations.

To God be the Glony!

Help Support Huntsville
Assistance Program
While Shopping at Kroger

St Jehn paricipates in The Huntwyille
Aszistance Frogram (HAP). HAF also
participates in the Kroger Commun ity
Rewards Program &. Te paricipate,

register anline with HAP's :
Rrogram number, 1740 at ==Ly
| . : oD

Members who registered | st year,

must re-enrall for this year to continue b en-
its. Al St. John members who shop &
Froger are urged to participate. © ontact Nedra
hdzlaniel for more inform ation.

Holiday Service Project
Announced

THANKSGIVIN G
FOOD BASKET &

If you o =sdmeong
you know & in need
of a holiday food
basket please call o
email the ehurch or sign the Holiday Basket
sheet outkside of the main office. Be sure fo
include the fallowing information! Recipient's
name, phone number, home addiess, and
number of people in the howehold.  Infor-
mation should be submitted by Sunday, No-
vember 1 and recipients wil be contacted
by Monday, Movember 2 ifwe are able to pre
vide-thern with @ holiday bask et. All sthers will
be considered for a Christmas food bashket.

Holiday Food Baskas- Please prayerdully
consider making a monetary contribution,
above and beyand vour marmal giving, toward
the Holiday Food Baskets. The cost of the
food basket will be: hetween 350 and 360, All
funds collected toward this effort will be wsed
toward holiday baskets. Please plage youl con
fribution in an effering envelope and indicate
that it is for the Holiday Food Baskets., If pay
ing with PayPal indicate in the memo secton
of the transaction that the donation & for the
Holiday F ood Bashets. The more funds we re
cefve, the more baskets we can provide. If
yau a@re interested in assisting with the shop-
ping for the baskets or the assembly, please
see Sigters Paulette Williams or Maeola Snell
Feoples or Rew. Sheri Smith Claybarn. Thank
yauin advance for yoursuppert
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Men Can Have Breast Cancer Too!
By Roselyne Akines

Breast cancer anvarengss month is intended to raise awareness and reduce the stigma of breast
cancer through education on symptoms and feat
rre it

ey e Sur b

L N

& breast cancer diagnose is 3 life-changing one | e e . il
Breast cancer in men is rare, but it does happen | o %

Ahout ene percent of breast cancers inthe U.S, scour i - e
in ren: Although women have higher occunmences of ."h X

breast eancer than men, breast cancer in men needs ,

some attention as wel. Prognosks for breast cancer "‘
in men is similar ta prognose in waomen of the same 4 S

age and cancerstage.

What i= Breast cancer in men? Men pozsess 3

small amaunt of non-functioning hreast tesue that &

concentrated in the area directly behind the nipple on

the chestwall. Like breast cancer inwemen, cancer of the male breastis the uncontralled growth
with potential for spread ta other crgans. The mest commeon type of male breast cancer & inva-
sive-ductal carcinoma.

What e the signs and symptoms of breast cancer in men? The most eammen sign of
breast cancer in men & a firm non painful mass located under the nipple. Seme other sigrs can
be skin changes inthe area of the nipple (ulceration of the skind, skin puch ering or dimpling, red-
ness, scaling, teching of the nipple, bloody or opaque discharge from the nipple may ocour.

‘What are the risk factors of male breast cancer? The cause of gancer in the male breast
has not heen fully characterzed. However, emvitonmental influences and: genetic factors lkely
play arole.

Radiation exposure

High level of estragen

Familial predisposition { genetic mutation)

Cirrhosis of the lver

Finasteride usel medication used in men with Benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH)

Elinefetters syndrome (chromosomal conditon that affecks male physical and cognitive de-
welo prnent),

‘What screening is available for breast cancer in men™ Routine breast cancer screening is
anby recommended for men at kigh risk due to an inherited gene mutation or astrang family his-
oy,

What is the trea mant: far breast cancer in men? Treatment for breast cancer in men is
similar to treatmernt for women. The main treatment for breast cancer in men is surgery to re
mave the tumor, This B wually a mastectormy, Lumpectomy (also called breast conserving sur-
gergl & 1arely used hecause of the small size of @ male breast Some men may have radiation
therapy following surgery, depending upon the stage of the breast cancer. F or men with hormone
receptar postive bre ast cancers, hormone therapy (with tamexifen) B wually the first drag thers
py used. For men with hormone receptar-negative breast cancer, chemotherapy & usually the
first drug therapy us ed.

Reference: htlp Sww 5 komen orgBreastCancerhviale BreastCancer himifsthash . Awl0 1 Don dpuf
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Mental lliness Awareness
By Bridget J. Floydl

The first fullweek in Octeber & usually Mern
tal lliness Awareness Week, This & set aside
by the Mational Aliance of Mental lliness
(HAMIY). This is atime to educate the com:
rmunity about mental illness with emphasis an
reducing the stigma associated with having
andfaor seeking treatment for mental illness.
This urfartunately prevents many from sesk-
ing treatment — treatment that can often sig-
nificanthy remediate symptors and improve
guality of life.

Everyone has periods of sadness, warrny!
anxiety, fatigue, trouble concentration, =ete
Hawever, when the person has diffieulty func
tioning in family, social, school, andfar wark
settings, it& impetant to seek and evaluation
and treatment. Psychotherapy and medica
tion cantypically lead to impreve ment.

One condition that & refefred to often & Bipo
lar DEorder. There are several farms of bipo-
lar disarder, which i more than "moodiness”
though “it s often the primary behavion
symptom on which they base their label of
bipolar. There & 3 sewvere pattern of mood
change bebveen depression and mania
(elation ar irritability). Ths cendition prese
ous by was known & "manic depressive disor-
der’. Im atrue manic state a person & lkely
to need psychiatiic hospitalzation and at a
minimum might engage in reky or dangerous
behavior, might: be viclent, unable to sleep,
and has exceptionally positve viens of them-
selves and their abilties. In the depressive
cyile; the person rmight beso depressed that
they might engapge in self-injurious” behawvioi
such @ cutting, as well as cortemplate or
even attemptsuicide. There are milder farns
of bipoltar diserder or mood swings — e.g. Bi

& rvdepeai el e g 14

F’reparing for Flu Season

y hlartha Srmith

What is the FIu? Flu is short for influenza,
which £ a virus that causes flu symptoms,
The wirus can infect celE and cause disease.
The flu attacks the lungs. WMost people who
have the flu get better in a week or two. The
people most suseeptible to the flu are young
children, persons age 85 or alder, and persons
with health proble ms.

How do persons catch the flu? The flu
spreads in timy fluid drops. Persons can get
the flu when someone nearthem sneezes al
coughs: Persons ako get the flu if they touch
something with the virus an it and then touch
their nose., Anyene can getthe flu, The best
wiay to prevent getting the flu i to tale the flu
shot each year. K by chance a peson gets
the flu after being vaccinated, it &5 usually a
milder case.

Good Health Habits

Thesze tips can help preventcatehing the flu

1. Gettheflu shot

2. Htay home when sick: (Thi will help to
prevent others from catching the flu)

3. Keep hands elean. Wash hands often to
help protect agairst germs. Use soap and
water, hand wipes, ot gel cleaners.

4.  Pesors should try ta not touch their eyes,
nose or meth.

5, Persors should eover their mouth and
nose with tissue when theéy sneeze: or
cough. This may keep others from getting
sick.

Remember: ¥OU DO NOT GET THE FLU
FROMAFLU SHOT!

*Taken from an aficle distributed by Glaxo
Smith Kline

2016 Prison Ministry Volunteer Training Schedule

DATE

EH Ahvl—12 Plul
SATURDAY, MowT, 2015

8 Al—12 P
SATURDAY, Dec.5, 2014
82 —12 P
SATURDAY, Jan®, 2014

LOCATION

Hartselle Church of Christ
700 5 Sparkman/Hartselle, AL

Whitesburg Baptist Church
7300 Whiteskburg OrSHartswville, AL
Lindsay Lane Baptist
1300 Lindsay Lane / &hens, AL 35613

CONTACT PERSON
Charles Crawird

Dick Thermassian

Rabert "Bobby" Moare
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Technology Tip
By Ficarde Williams

Checking Intemet Links

A= mare people. hesame tech
savy, the |memet & becoming
full of unsafe rksivesites that
pontain phehers, ‘makvare; and
othel ading ‘svenues. Thess
links can he placed in messages,
wuebsites or other Internat places
MMost links-are legitimate: in srder
ter be placed sut omthe meb o
fhete-are some that e ursafe
This _article takes o look ot soms
of ‘the ways fo cgheck lirks on
websites without setoally aligking on the ik

Phita Cred:
ViEh Sesurty
Biiard

Mast lnks on webhsffes that are used fai phish
ing wil be dsguised, PREghing ocods when
theié |s an-atizinpt {0 jetiieve sensilive infaor-
mation sugh as usarname; password, and
aredit’debt card detalls. Ta make sure the link
i actually related te what i= being viewed sna
parbiciifEr web page; meuse pwer 'the link, The
poctual fexd to the link Wil e displayed In fhe
lavaer cormel of theweb hravssr

Mext regd the firk carefully. IT1he lich & 1o o
site that & feqienty veied or i the tewt'in the
WAL & famiiiar, prooeed, § there & juelswant
text In the URL that dare nob relats {o the wels
site visited, the link oan be-asource of phhing,
Ekn check the target af the link by ‘aapying the

link and pasting tinte & seaieh field, [Fihelink |

& walid, there will be more informaton regard
ing the-target of the link dunng thesearch.

There-are -alko stes at can be.used o cheaok
links sush m YViosTotl and UELYeid. Beth of
these senvlces allow wers to check webshss
that have been invalved in makeare, phishing
activities o fraudilem actieties Tarfree.

Phehing has-becoms a maor pad of srbee
erime and ‘net ehly ocedis threugh weksites ot
link=: bt can pgeur theough phone catls as well;
Pleasa be-aware of the links alidied, whether it
miay be in-an email meesage, social webside ar
any ether interpet=sit

tivity DiEarder (ADHD),

ting.

Mental lliness Awareness
By Bridget J. Floyd

A i Meaat g J )

polar | (twa) and I]'grn:lnth;.rrnu: Disorder which
de not have true manic phases and are less
kel o need hospitalzation.

Another condition & Afterntion D eficit Hyperac-
There & ADHD, pri
maiily inatertive type {furrnerl}r known as
AD DY, primarily hyperactive and impuls ive type,
and combined type {lniﬁnntn.rz hyperactive,
and impukivity). This is wsually diagnosed in
children, but may be diagnosed in adulthood.
ADHD & typically responsive o medication that
atldresses problems with inattention and focus,
impulsivity, disarganzation, following direc
tions, follow through on completing tasks, ex-
cess taking and activity level, irrtabilinfanger
Esues. In some instances, there are problems
with telling the truth, taking things that belong
to others, roughness with animals and fire set
Symptoms range from mild to severe.
The person may have tiouble focusing on a
tash that they dislike or they consider “wok”,

butthey can focus on something they find inter—
esting or fun.. Therapy includes behavior mar
agement, aiding in modifying the environment —
wsing planner for homesad, a things to de lst,

~set alarmsheminders, seating in the classroom
that reduces distractiors, finding creative ways

of teaching or learning material which peaks

‘the person's interest, & not "boring"”; &.g. hands

-an learning, games.

Treatment is available and should be pursued
when needed, & person would likely not think
wice of seeking treatment for asthma, diabe

tes, or allergies. Emotional or mental illnesses

deserve the same attention and treatment as

these types of disorders to enhance quil'ri:? of

life and daiky functioning.

L1 '|-"l'lll'hll1' I I l- l'\."T L "-'I'I'
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Extreme Energy
Makeover (EEM)

Program Available for
Qualified Customers

Huntville Utlties has been awarded $ 11.7
millian through a grant fram the Tennezsees WVak
ley Authority ( TVA) to launch the Smard Com-
munities — Huntswville Extreme Energy Maieo
vers (HEEM) project to perorm whole-home,
deesp energy retrofits for qualified customers in
20-vear-old {or alder) owner occupied homes.
The project goal is & 25% reduction in the
home's energy usage.

CQUALIFYING CRITERIA

1% Primary heatsource must be electric

2y Home miust be at least 20 yvears old

) Applicant must ake be the homeowne|

4y Applicarnts must qualify as very low income
per the HUD Income Documentation System for
Madieon County,

See e hudwsecorofportalidatase =il ktml

ATIQN

15 Proof of annual incame:
2% Proof of heme ewneship
3y Photo identificat on

APPLICATION CONTACGTS

CASA( Community Action Partnership)
Salation Army

U nited W' ey of Huntswville

O Community D evelopment
leigh.bee@huntville al gow 256-427 -7 905

GENERAL QUESTIONE: call 285-F05-7500 o1
e-mail extremei@hswvutl arg.

Mare detaik are availalile in the chureh office or
cantact R andy Love. Share this information with
persans who rmay gualify for assistance.

Prayer Time

Wedk by Praver Time
gach Tuesday at 5:00 am

Cenference Sall Credentials

US Toll Number (5305 831-1212
Meeting 10 B78- B8535 840

Listen to the playback amy time.
Playback Mumber{S530) 2251-1218
Meeting |d B7G-B83-040,

Press # to ignore any requests foi reference
number when calling for playhadk

Soup Kitchen

Living & Fruitful Life
By Charkie Brooks

"Bring the best of the first
fruits of ywour sail to the
house af the Lord your
God” Exodus 2318 NIV

In September and October, we gather in the
fruite af the summers growing seasaon. Beautk
ful, bountiful autumn, with & crisp apples,
plump pumpking, bales of sweet hay, naturally
imspires thoughts about the fruifulness of aw
lves.

One of the key elements of 3 productve life &
servicetoother people, This doesn't take any-
thing away from us, On the contrary, # invigeor-
gtes us. Service & hands on - lhe volunteer-
ing. It can ako bespirtual; through praying for
other people's needs. You can be of semice
by donating time, food, and prayer farthe soup
kitchen that faithfully operates each 3rd and
dth Tuesday at 5t John. We stand in need of
wour support and service toe make someong's
life better amd that will in tun maie you fesl
fully alive in yaurself.

Consider helping inthe Soup Kichen and can-
sider wourseff a "good tree” that bears "good
fruif'. Nathing is too zmall.

"Butumn s the mellower season, and what we
les e in floweers we mare than gain in fruits.”
- 3. Butler

Online Giving is Easy!

Cnline contributions may be made to St John

| by using your PayPal® account.

Within PayFal, send donations directly ta 5t
John at stighnameh@aol.com. Select the op-
tion to transfer from wour barking account or
FayPal balance and specify donate/friends and
famiby.

Online giving is easy!

You may ako donate by sending funds through
FPopMoneyte stiohnamehi@aol.com. FLkeE
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Church School Lesson Overview — November 2015

This manth s reviews were written by Brother
kKenneth Parham.

Movember 1, 2015

Leszan Title! Prayer Waorls

Lesson Scripture: Acts 12:1-24

Primt: Acts 12:1-11

Dewtiona Songs: #307, #2732, and #2443

Key Verse: "While Peter was kept in prisan,
the church prayed fervently to God for
Rim" {Acts 12:5),

Research indicates that Peter was arrested
during the Passower. This was the time that
many Jews were in the area. |t was noted
that King Herod's intent was to have Peter put
to death as he had James (the brother of
Johnl putto death, Herod was appointed by
the Roman. government to senie in the terito-
ries of Galilee; Herod, being part Jew, was an
a mission to win the favor of the Jewieh lead-
ers by persecuting the followers of Jesus
(Christians).

In thie lesson, Gods power & displayed in
removing Peter from harm even though he
was chained, surrounded by guards, and in
prison. Wpen reflecting on hew God moved 1o
free Peter, one may wonder why James was
put to death andfor why others may have to
ga through tribulations. The amswer B hidden
frorm humarkind. 'God sees all and, even
though He may allow ewil to rum rampant in
the world, He knows that ewvil will come te an
end and that suffering will strengthen and pro-
wide an op portunity to glorify Him

In this lesson it & noted thatthe earnest pray-
ers of the church significantly affected the out
come of Peter's situation.  Prayer changes
things, so pray often and with confidence and
comiction.

November 8, 2015

Lessaon Title! God Malkes Ma Distinction
Lesson Scripture; Acts 15:1-35

Print : Acts 15:1-12

Dewtiond Songs: #3644, #2580, and#243

Hey Verse: "God, who knows the human
heart, testified to them by giving them the Ho-
ke Spirt, justas he did fo us;andin cleansing
their hears by faith ke has made no distine-
tion betweenthem and " (Ack 1558-E0

Inthie lessan, Paul and Barnabas metwith the
Jewish leaders to get an understanding of
where dll stood on the Bsue of Gentiles. foll
ing Jewish law. In meeting with the leaders; all
were in agreement that follewing Jewish law,
including circumckion, was not essential for
salvation. Sa both Paul and Bamnabas traveled
to Phoenicia and Samaria where they evange
lzed and converted many Gentiles to Christian-
ity. Paul and Barnabas then traveled to Jeru-
salem where they were elated ta spread the
news of the cormversions. However, a8 sect of
Fharsees were unhappy and demanded that
the newly converted be circumcised,

Here't appeared that Paul'is one of the many
considering the request of circumckion How
evel, Peter was steadfast in his position (based
on Jesus' dealings with the Pharsees and Sad-
ducees on the topic of salvation). Peter spoke
out mot anly for the new converts but akse ta
ensure that Christianity did net become a sest
under Judaism. FPeter indicated that it was
through him that the Gentiles would receive the
zood Mews and besaved. Peter indicated that
God judges the heart and maies no distinetion
bebtuveen Jews and Genfiles, Peter ako re
quested that the Jewish leaders reflect on how
keeping the law had always been a heavy bur
dento the Jewish people. He closed by asking
thatthe Jewsh leaders not cripple the Gentiles,
that it is enly by the grace of the Lord Jesus
that one is savel.

Feters protection of Jesus' teachings, with the
amsistance of Paul's evangelsm, helped o
spread Chrstianity throughowt the world,  In
212 research there were appreximately 2.2
killign Christians verswus 14 million whe practice
Jdudaism.’

"“The Global Religious Landscape” The Pew
Forum on Religion & Public Life. Pew Re-
search Center. 18 December 2012,

Nowvember 15,2015

Le=saon Title: God Makes Mo Distinction
Lesson Scripture; Acts 16:1-15

Prirt; Acts 156:1-5, 215

Dewotiona Songs: #205, &7, and #2943

Key Verses: "When he had seen the vision,
we immediately tried to cross over to Macedo
nia, being cormvinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them" (Acts 1610},

A ol ey v )
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Church School Lesson D\;fewiew — November 2015

L e BT R

Fey Yerse: When he had seen the vision,
we immediately tried o cross ‘aver to Macedoe
nia, being convinced that God had called us to
praclaim the good news to them. Acts 1610

Lz Paul continued his travels, he met Timothy,
a yeung man highly regarded by ether belisv-
e, Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him
but first he had Timothy eircumcised,  Paul
was still follewing the practices of Judaism.
Paul may have decided that hawving Tirothy
(voluntarily) circumcked would ensure  ac-
ceptance of @ Greek descendant among the
Jenish community that he would be encoun
tering. The lesson indicated that during thei
travel from toan to town, relaying the deck
sions previously reached by the apostles and
the elders, t was noted that all were receptive
and that the newhy establis hed churches were

strengthened in faith and believers were add
ed daihy.

Paul had planned to make stops in Asia and
hysia (werses B-7), butthe spirt did not allow
them to stop, They continued traveling and
gventually reached Troas, but before landing
the spirit moved on Paul to continue travel to
Macedania {(Greece). Onee in Macedonia,
they eventually reached Philippi. Here Paul
prophesied to a group of women near a rive
oukide of Philippi. One woman in particular
was Lydia, a seller of expersive purple cloth
Lydias heart was described as heing opened
and she received the things thal Paul was
teaching, Lydia ako professed her newly
found faith by having her entire household
baptzed (a public sign of idertifring with
Zhrist).

In an atternpt to tie the content of the lesson
with the tifle, sometimes one must do mare
than the minimum {i.e., practice of certain cul
tural custors) in order that their testimony
reaches the intended audience. Throughout
history God has not shown amy gender arcul
tural distinctions in meoving amang Hs people.

Nowvember 22, 2015

Lesson Title: Turning the World Upside
Dz

Lesson Scripture; Acts 17:1-32

Primt: Acts 17:1-4, 10-12,22-35, 28
Tentaive Devational Songs: #4244 #2251

and #243

Hey Yerse: "For as | went through the city and
lodkied carefully atthe abjeck of yourworship,
[found amang them an altar with the inscrip
tion,' To an urknown god.' What therefore you
worship as urknown, this | came to proclaim o
you" [Acts 17 23).

This lessan detailed Paul and Silas' travel
through Thessalonica, Berea and Athens. |t
described their vieting Jewish synagogues. (in
the first two locations cited) ta proclaim and
strongly diecuss the necessity of the WMessiah
to suffer and to rise from the dead and that the
fessiah was indeed Jesus. The lesson indi
cates the climate and reaction of each location
towareds Paul and Silas, a well a Paul's
change in tactics where needed,

At Thessalonica, the Jews were a persistent
people in their ohservance of the Law and
were parsistent in contradieting the gospel af
GChriet, even arguing with Paul en the scrip-
tures. Even though Paul was unsuceessful in
canvincing the majarity of the Jews, he did
convert a few Jewe and ako a multitude of
Greeks and many leading women whao were
present during the discussions that took place,
But shortly after receiving eonvers, the nonbe
lievers were in-envy and set the city in an up
roar (werse 5, "they indi¢ated that thos e who
follewed Jesus and turned the world upside
down had come to Thessalenica™ and were
lacking to harm Paul and Silas.

Pauls encountsr with the Jewish community of
Berea was smoother. The Jews and others
eagerly |stened with open minds, however,
they examined the seriptures daily ta see if
what Paul was saying was indeed s0. Based
an Pauls message and their research, many
of the Jews along with many Gred women
and Greslk men of high standing were convert
ed. Howewer, those wishing him harm in
Thessalonica learned that Paul (aleng with
Silas and Timothy) was in Berea and they
were now In pursuit, Padl leaves Berea with
out Silas and Timothy and flees ta Athens.

Pauls final stop, documentzd in this lesson,
was in Athens, Being amongst Greels, Paul
took a different approach in order to discuss
his belief amongst a pagan community. First
Paul abserved and realzed that the Greeks

A ramasen! oo pampe 2l
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The Author's Corner

st.Jonn AME Member Releases a New Book
on Amazon - Octaber 2015
Janette . Smith
From Dream to Realty Navigating the Path to Your Life Pu

A DREAM

An Excarpt

There are two greal days in o pﬂ‘unﬂff; -
and the day we discover why. S . )
~ William Barclay

| poeiiminially Ioiclsrsn Caid grwis avior Yo d liesim Thal i Tulfiliml will iz ajimcilie msid, inial il v [RAUE =TT
It el Thels s why Foon may 8es bewr Ui weeed 'salling waed e lebine wha we've Seesn relirremg b as mar Tiles
dhimn. A caliing By ssiigieinont, drivart by i (LS P b e e i o o ik

Iy hadasy therrr's a vy gmiater than pesirscll s v st aleg poer tsal Py — wihich 1 skinas)
ol ik Wil = = tha g puactuns dosin e i manth He koes evwoanilild nesd ibecione firnme e supe ik
Fraeherrs, (b, resedi banne, actist s aod archibeaie. S wlon e devedinl what pelor yose eves wonld b woirhasr ookin
anill Beeighl ke alsib plaeed an ssignmesi on e e of vea 105 sedd” — pour deeain.

Emesicher @ real wowall & oppde sevsl Beskes dilffireni Eliam @ astormcion sead. Therr s o st s ditichnd
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il pprliee | i | iy e Eyeiitusdiy (i l;||-|||‘||rl' armd pronlia ssamel g seiry spevaiic e s @
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duredL Bliw el iligs
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we il sl il o wlei | wndlil livs Harpos fs pridss | Frosrm Vs Vot a0 begaid jgrosimg ani lzaciiong we e dlis
o enimg ar unoeering war doames. thiae desivs o e hea goos o rooger s ik s magnn g pulls e
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IC".hurr:h School Lesson D\.}ewiew — November 2015

A walraial Jroen et B

were indeed religious people. Paul ehanged
tactics and seized the opportunity to spedk to
the audience on a common topic — a belief ina
higher deity., Paul proclaimed that the God
that Paul served, the creator of heaven and
earth did mot devell in temples and “in Him we
live and meve and have our being.”" Paul de-
pared Athens as itwas clear that t s impossk
ble to convert the Gredis to Christianity, they
simply did not believe the conceptof Christian

ity.

Nowvember 23, 2015

Les=zon Title: Teaching God's Word

Lesson Scripture: Acts 18

Primt: Acts 12:1-11, 18-21 )

Tertd ive Devotional Songs: #2271, #25; and
#2413

Hey Yerse=: . One night the Lord spoke 1o
Paul in a vision: "Da not be afraid; keep on
speaking, do not be silent. Far | am with wou,
and ne one |s gaing te attack and harm you,
hecause | have many people inthis city,” (Acts
124-100,

In thie |esson, Paul arrived in Carinth, a mer
chant ety with a large populaton of Jews.
Here he met Agquila and his wife, Priscilla,
Aguila had just arrived from Rome (the Raman
leader Claudine had eammanded thatall Jews
leave kak), Paul befriended Aquila, a fellow
tadesman. Both Faul and Aquila were tent
mak ers and while in Garinth, they decided ta
Iive and work together.

On Sabbaths, Paultock the opportunity to wit-
ress to the Jews and Greeks in Corinth. Just
as in previous Jewish communities, the Jess
were unreceptive: and reviled what Paul was
teaching - that Jesus was the Messiah. Ewven
though Paul did convert mary of the Corinthi
ans (Jews and Greeks), he did appear fo he
frietrated with his pragress. was noted that
the Lord appeared to Paul'in & visan, giing
him assurance that his work was. notin vain
and that there were many inthe area that had
heard and needed to hear Paul, The Lord as-
sured Paul that He was with hirm and would
not allows harm to come to him,

After eighteen months evangelizing in Corinth,
Paul {accompanied by Aguila and Priscilla)
decided to leave and sail to Svria. Here Paul

left his companiors and entered the local Jewe
shsynagogue. Paul met with the Jewish lead
ers to diEcuss his teachings. The Jewish lead
ers asked Paul to stay longer, but he refused
and indicated that f it was Fod's will, he would
return.

Church School
Book Ciub

Discussion Dae: October 17, 2015
10:00 A M. —11:30 A M.

Sinmers and Saindz, Muray & Billngzley, 2012

Discussian Dae: 21 November 15
1000 AW, —11:30 A,

The Chojr Cirectar, Carl Weber, 2011

Bmhop T.K. Wikon has done all becanto make
First Jamaica Ministies a success. But with Ris:
last choir director getting caught in a scandal,
attendance and cash flow are daown. To fill the
pews and collection plates, Bishop is counting
an. & new chair director, the charsmatic Aaron

[ Mackie, o revvethe ehurch,

Aaron has been watting his entite life to prove

he las what it taces fo be a big-time eholr direc

tor, But his ways around women, past and pre-
sent; could cost him mare than his job. Soon;
the Bhop & dealing with irfighting, jealousies,

and personal vendettas, But a final piece of the
puzzle has yet to be revealed: Someone has.
been rabbingthe shurch bliind. Someone whose
connection 1o the BEhop is far too close for
comfort.

I CAN

EVERYTHING THROUGH

CHRIST

WHD “GIVES ME

STRENGTH




st. John A M.E N

Page 21

November 2015
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
B% | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

important Dates to Remember

Chofoner 18,2015 Pink Sunday, Wearpm ik or @ towch of pink,
Ociober 21, 2018 Worshio Service (Inifial Sermons | and Church Conferancs
ad0om .,

Clofober 27-24, 20415 Southwesr Alabama A nnual Conference

Ociober 23 2015 Trumbor Tred, A Night of Family Fan, 6:00p.m

Ocfober 28, 2015 Warship Sarvice (Inifal Sermong | and Church Conferenos,
alfom .

Ocfober 28, 2015 Classic Revival af 3¢ John, Birmingham , T.00p.m .,
The Reverend Patnch and The Reverend Sherd Claybom, preachers

Mavembar?, 2005 Daplight Savings Time Ends.. Fall back one hairr,

Novembero, 2015 Thcguire the Dream” Workishop, 6:00p.m

Novemberd, 2005 First Quarterly Conference, 6:30p.m

November 1214, 2015 Plenary Meeting, Danigl Payne Com munity Plaza,
Bimingham | Mabam 3

November 27, 2015 Sowth Birmingham Huntsvi¥e Hessemer Planning Meeting

Novemrber 21-228, 7S Ninth Disfrict Lay Convenfion, The Mallogy Cender,
IMBNJICG Tirsheges, Alabama
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Pastor's Message

O Give Thanks

Luk e 17:15-18

| arm armazed at how easy it is toslip into the ungrateful place, Do you k now that place? it is the
place of eamplaining, whining, murmuring, excuses, pride, assumed privilege, quids fixes, no
accountabilty, and lack of decipline. It i here where we only focus on our problerms, our pairs,
ourwoes, our shame, our grief, aur despair, our low self-image, our lads, and aur ebstacles. 1t
s inthe ungrateful place where we anlyfocus an how grand and gloarious we are, an how much
we have accomplished, on everything we've ever done, an hew much others admire-us, on how
others cannot make it withoutus, and on what we did to garn our s uccess - as ifwe had no help
Paster Faiiiok 0 Tlagbom, fe0 | 10M anyone, including God!

It & 50 easy tofallinte the ungrateful place. Justthe intaxicating whisper from the lips of anoth-
er on how wonderfully well we performed that task; the approval fram people whose atention
wig've been craving; that overflow of blessings that seems |ke it will never end; that unexpected
tragedy coming after you've done everything the right way; that failed |elationship that.crushes
your heart; that financial calamty that turns your warld upside down; or that circurstance -
wihich is nofault of yvaur own - that cases vou to be withowut emplayment are all ways that we
czan tumhble inte the ungrateful place, Inthis place, we are carsumed by a spirit of fargetfulness.

We easily forget how God blessed us, how God fergave us, how God healed us, and hew God
delvered us.

The children of Israzl, while inthe wildermess and onby moments removed from their miraculeus
Fed Sea deliverance from Egypt, compldined and murmured to Moses, They taked about go
ing back to Egypt and even built anidol god to warship. They continually fell inta the ungrateful
place,

In the stary of the ten lepers in Luke 17, Jesus seers o point to the ungrateful place. After the
ane leper comes bad to give thanks, Jesus asks him, "Were not ten made clean? Butthe other
ning, where are they?Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this for-
eigner?’ Jesus does not just praise the one who returns to. give thanks; he questions the ab-
sence of the ether nine who do not retum in thanks to God. These outcast had been healed
with just 3 word fram Jezus, Certainly, they followed his direetive to show themseles tothe
priest, That act would cedify theirhealing and allow therm reentry into all facet of their comm-
nities.” Howewver, Jesus neversaid that they should not return thanks urto God in the immedia
cy of their healing, & appears that the other ning were Jewish while the one who returned was
Sarmaritan. Thie & significant because the other nine should have besn mare grateful than the
orte, The Samaritan after his healing would still face appression and diserimination beecause of
his” ethnicity; the nine Jews, anthe other hand, would be restored fully to their communities.” |
=tands to reason that the nine would have had more grattude since they were gaining “mare”

FL e oo fAge - |

Luke 1717-18,

“Chaptes 13 14 of Leviticus detail how the priest in ancient Judasm would examine and deter-
minge one's healing from leprasy.

"Faul W. Barnett, Following Jesusto Jemsalem Lube 593 (Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire,
UK: Paternoster, 2013), B9-62. Bamnett describes Jewish-Samaritan relatiors in this contest.
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"Clur pride
places us
in the
ungrateful
place”

Pastor's Message

AL M i
Accardingto bible sehalar Paul Barn et

Those Jewish lepers, all of whom had been healed, were ungrateful. Only the
fareigner appreciated his healing sufficienthy to take the touble to express his prake t©
God. Through hie narrative; Luke tells his 1eaders ‘of the wider failure of the Jens to
appreciate the Messiah who had come among them, The Gentiles, however, welcamed
the message of J esus the Messiah,”

The ungrateful place that these nine shared was a reflection of the larger Israelite community.
Barmett rases the guestion: Why would this lack of appreciation have existed inthis context? He
feels there s not sufficient data in Luke to amswer. Instead, he brings the challenge to his readers
and says that current human failure to be grateful to God stems from pride.” | find that Barnett's
comments are spot on!

Ciur pride places & in the: ungrateful place, Pride shews up in the sentiment which says, "l de-
serve this blessing | have received. Why should | trouble myself to give thanks™ I | do that it will
slow down my ability 1o gettothe priest-and getback to the life I'm supposed to have!” That kind
of pride makes us forget the cry of desperation during ewr afflicion and God's mercy during aur
miraculous deliverance. Pride alko shows up in the sentiment which says, "l don't deserve the
trouble in which | find myself. | have daneg nathing wrang, orthewrang 've done deesn't deserve
thie level of punshment, Why should | give tharks™ My problens are unending, and rmy pain &
unbearable. | do not have the'time, space, or energy to thank God. Why should | be tharkful in
the midst of ny hards hips™ This pride pushes us anly to focus on the negative as if life & not full
of tiouble. Bventhough it happens inthe time of challenge, thie pride still makes us the center of
the unwerse. It persuades us toforget all of the blessings God has bestowed and ta believe that

! God no longer has the power to free us from our Esues. Forthe sake of clarty, pride s hould not

be confused with henest emetion. One can be honest about his or her feelings, especially in
rough situations, witheut giving. in to pride. Furthermare, this ‘s what Gad wants from us in these
mements. What God does notwant is for us to make our focus on our problerms a bigger priority
than our focus on God, When we mal e our problems bigger than Sod, thenwe sugcumb to pride
and fall imta the ungrateful place.

How do we eut through pride to find the place of gratitude™ The Samaritan could have eas ily falk
en inta the wngrateful place. He could have locked at his life and thought, "Even though 'm
healed, | will still face discrimination and have & hard |ife.” Cr, he sould have thought, "It's about
time | got healed, God needs to do mere. This healing En't enough. | need God fo rectify the oth
er maladies in my life.” Yet, he does not fall into that ungrateful place, Rather, he finds the grate
ful plage. The Samartan noticed that he was healed. He turned back and went to Jesus. He
praised God loudly. He bowed before Jesus and tharked Him.

If wwe want to find the grateful place, we must follow suit. We must look for God's blessing in the
midst of our circurstances. Begardless of how hard or how wondedful our lives may be, if we
loak with an open heart, all of us.will find a blezzing on sur lives thatwe have to acknowledge as
God's blessing for us, When we find that blessing, we need ta return to the source of that bless-
ing, Thatcan be either a physical (going to a placeor persan), emolbconal {returning o a memory),

A raRI i o e 1)
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"The bless- | made himwhole" Jesius declared thatthis man went from jist being healed te becoming whale.

ing of find-
ing the
grateful
place i

awesame,”

"Come
find the
frateful
place with
us

Pastor's Message

A Ao i 2

arspiritual (prayerd movement As we make that movement, we must ake testifyto othes. When
the Samartan prased God loudly, he letthe world know the source of his klessing, When we
retum to the source of our blessing, we have to submit (or resubmit) ow lives to God. This &
what the Samaritan didwhen he bowved at Jesus’ feet Finally, we musttell God, "Thark Yaul” All
of these steps are to he done infaith. Htaes faithto avercome pridel

Faith in God helps us to find our blessing intough fimes. Faith keeps u humble when blessings
arrive. Faith leads us to the source of aur blessings. Faith gives us the sourage to testify. Faith
allowws us to submitaur lives to Ged. Faith gives us the grace to give tharks, This & how we find
the grateful place.

The blessing of finding the grateful place & awesome. Jesus tele the Samaritan that his faith

When we find the grateful place, we, tog, maie thesame movement from healing o wholeness,
Ciur blessings won tbe limited to just ene area of owr lives; they will spread so thatwe are holisti
cally blessed. Those who lve lives of gratitude can testify tothe same. Inthe face of caneer, be-
reaverment, financial calamity, loneliness, martal bliss, family happiness, career success, orseiz
img a lifelong dream, the blessing of God will overtake s as we put eur focus on God as the
source of our hlessing.

Lz owde here at 5t John enter this holiday season, we will be losking for the place of gratitude. We
will pack holiday basket and distribute them to families in need on the week of Nevember 15,
2015, On November 2Z2nd at 1046, we will have owr Thankful People Service. Beginning D ecant
ber Tst, we will enter thirty days of prayerto thark God forthe vearthat & clesing and 1o look to
God far the y=ar which approaches. We will pray to be a fruitful congrepation. We will pray indk
vidually, in our families, and as an enfire church. We will pray to foster heter relatiorships with
oursehlves, others, and God, We will celebrate Advent COur Christmas program will be held an
Decernber 13th at 1DAM, and our Candlelight Service will be held on Christmas Eve at BP M. We
will takie communion each week in December as a part of our Yoke Release month activity. We
will write down all of the things that we are leaving behind in 2015, This yvear, however, we wiil
dso keep a list of what we will move toward in 2018, The farmer list we will burn at our
Watzhnight Service on December 315t at 10FPM. The latter |t we will raike as the other & burned
that ewvening. We will ako srganize with our servant |eader Bishop James Davi o register vot-
ers, form a food bark, and set up community garders within the state of Blabama in the new
YEar.

Come find that grateful place with us! We would love tosee you at any er all of the abhowve activi
ties, [fyvou cannot make'it here, we encourage you to participate fromwhere you are, \We are gx-
pecting that our blessing will not be limited to mere healing; we are anticipating wholeness, This
cormes from our declaration that sur God & the source of our blessings and & greater than sur
hlessings. We then choose towoship God ovelr our hlessings! Ourtestimony & that in all things
God 5 good; therefare, in all things, we give Sod thanks! Hallelujah! We are an our way to the
grateful place! Please meet us there!

" Luke 17:18.
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New Beginnings Celebrated
" By Medra W Qaniel
Phctography by Darein Washington

Zt. John began the conference yvear with the exciting announcement that six (B) members of the
congregation had accepted theircall to° preach, Each will be licersed to preach in the African
Methodiet Episcopal Church, per The Doctine and Disciolne of the Afican Methodist Episcooa
Chamel 2092, and will serve under the leadership of Pastor Patiich Claybarn. The six (8 were
presented to the Steward Board and then to the church, They were given the epportunity to
preach their initial sermons &t special Wednesday night wership services ‘on October 21 and O
tober 28, Following each service a ehurch corference was convened and the candidates for
minstry were ovenshelmingly recewed. These persors were presented at the first Quarterly
Conference and Esued licenses to preach by the Presiding Elder, the Reverend Cliver Allen.

Sigter Jenniter Paterson is a native of Bir-
mingham, Alabamia. She currently serves as
the ministry leader of the Dance Ministy, at
tends hbible study and Church School weekly,
and & a member of the Koinonia Miristry, She
i the wife of Julian Patterson and the mother
of Jordan Patterson. She & seeking itinerant
ministerial orders inthe African Methodist Epis-
copal Churgh

Sister Patterson's intial serman was entitled
"The Sith Howur Experience Survival Guide”
and the hiblical text was John &41-28, 359-43,
with emphask on verse 3, She wsed this famil-
iar passage of the Jesus encounter that the
Samaritan woman had at the well t6 support
the three points of s urvival. These points were
to remember that God will meet persons where

Rewv. Sher, Aehley Hummphrey, Jennifer Paitersgn, )
IE.ileﬁn .::;':1'. :;r:lpFlI;Es"tlnr |'_'?§-:-h.:rm gt they are, persons must driaa closer o Christ

and God will provide a change within that em-
powers one to testify andto step inta their pur-

posE

Brother Justin Yark is a native of Mo bile, Alabama. He currently s erves a8 3 Trustee, pres-
ident of the Sons of Allen and a member of the Kitchen Ministry. He attends bikile study regular-
by, He & the father of Zaria Yok and the son of the Reverend Marlene Calloway and hr, Lavada
Yok, He i enpaged to be married to Crystalyn Cook. He is sesking Rinerant ministerial arders
in the &frican Methodist Episcopal Church.

Brother Yok's initial sermon was ertitled "Experience Greatness Through F ath” and the biblical
text weas Ramans 122 After comparing what one might consider a& greatriess in material things
and the moments of greatness received when oneseeks God, he gave point on how to experf
ence greatness through faith, God created humankind te be great and past experiences are
zometimes what they need. God gives sigrs of confirmation. Christian experiences make ones
faith stronger. Believers can be great together by finding strength in the faith of others.

Sister Ashley Humphrey is a native of Hunteville, Alabama. She currently serves in the
Music Ministry and Media Ministry. She has mught in Vaeation Bible School at St John and reg-
darly attends bible study, She & the daughter of Dr. John Humphrey and the Reverend Dorathy
Tiller and the sister of Sherrill Humphrey-Luwoye, She B sediing itinerant ministerial orders in
the African Metho dist E pis copal Chureh,

Skter Humphrey's initial sermon was entitled "We Are Loved, We Are Safe, and There |s Wark

Flariinntid e pavipe B
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New Beginnings Celebrated

" By Medra W Qaniel
Phctography by Darein Washington
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to Be Done The hiblicaltext was Romans 83438, She indicated that the sermon tile was the
three points for the message. Ewven though people are raked being told that God loves them,
sometimes they have to learn to love thermsebres before they will believe what they are told
about God's [owe for them. Being safe in God's lowe means being free fram soame things as the
soripture states that "there & no condemnation in those who love the Lord” Third, believers are
safe ta work through some things because the scriptures state that nothing will separate belisv-
ersfrom God.

Sister Sherrill Humphrey- Luwoye is a native of Huntsville, Alabama. She currently works
inthe Drama Ministy and waks with special war-
ship services. She attends bikle study regularly.
Sherrill is married te Henry Luwove. She is seek-
ing to serve as an evangelist at S5t John African
Methodist EpEcopal Church.

Sieter Luwoye's iniial sermon weas entiled “In Po-
sition but Out of COrder” with biblical text Madk
15:12-15, She moted that "position” & nice; howey-
er, inthe text, Pilate was in the position of gover-
nar, but aut of arder in how he handled Jesus’
case. The preacher aid that Pilate went with the
crowd and was more afraid of man than of God.
She proclaimed that God honors order over posk
tion, Her final point focused an the fact that Jesus
was in a bad position (lied on, crucified, laid in a
i borrawed tomb), but because He was doing the
H will of God, He was still in erder. Her eaneluding
statement was "God sees your arder and will put
yau in goed pesition.”

Rev, Sheri, Shemill Liwgye , Janetts Srith,
Lillie Rivers and Pastor Clbam

Sister Janette R. Smith considers Huntswville, Alabama her hame. She currently works in
the Music Minktry, Media Ministry, and & the minstry leader for iITHRIVE Minkstry, She ha
taughtthe Teen VWacation Bible Schoal Class and regularly attends hible study, She is the daugh
ter af (the late) L. Col. John Smith and Siter Eva Smith and the sister of Marc Smith. She &
zeeking to serve as an evanpelist at 51 John African Methodist Epscopal C hureh,

Sister Smith's intial sermon was enttled "The Middle Place" with biklical text-from Jeremiah
211, Shespoke of keys to survival in the middle place { The timewhen God has given a prom-
e, buthas notshown the clear path). Seek God and make the best of a bad situation, even if
the situation & ke that of the Eraelites whe would bein captivity for 7O years. Serve while inthe
middle place because this s a time of preparation; Third, seize the promise of God because He
knows the plars He has instore.

Sister Lillie Rivers is anative of Marth Carolina. She currently serves as a Church School
‘teacher and a member of the Music Ministry. She regularly teaches Vacation Bible School and
the Adult Church School Class. She-attends Church Schoal and hible study weskly: She & mar-

tied to Jeffrey L Rivers. She & seeking to serwe as an exhorter at St John African Methodist
Epteapal Shurch.

Sieter River's inftial sermonwas entitled “This k& My Story, What is Vows™ She spole from sew-
eral scriptures, Proverbs 228, John 141 and Philippians 1.5, Using Proverbs 226, shespok e of
howe her life was shaped by the foundation laid by learning about Christ & a child. She wed the

Flniinn el v pape )
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visual example of pouring drirk mix inte a bottle ofwater te illustrate the trarsfarmation when one
accepts Christ She used John 141 to show that believers should not give up on God because

He is with them in every situation. The passage from Philippians 1.8 was usedto emphasize that
God has begun a goodwoik in the lives of believers and He will see them through,

For surely | kmow the plans | have for your, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not your ham | to give you a future with hope.
(Jeremiah 28:11)

— Prayer Time

Weskly Prayer Time each Tuesday at Noon,

B rdAverime ] Aaon i (U2 s0a 2ma a ecEmber
. Wy prayertime will be at Tue sdays during the month of Decemb
»

Conference Call rEl:Ientl'iIs
US Toll Numb gt
Meeting |B: B7E-8E3- Eltﬂ

Listento the plavback anmy time.
Playback Number (5300 2E81-1218
Meeting |d 87 & 8563 540
Press #to ignore any requests for reference number
when calling for playhack.
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St. John AME Military Ministry

By Paula Elliard

AT TR ] (St el o Fid you know that St. John AME has & ministry dedicated to the
“t‘.'IMURI'E'E‘! ALL W HGSERVED fearing for those in the miltary™? Well, if not, Movember s a worr
= Herful morth to introduce readers to this ministy!  The Miltary

w

Ministry teans with Pastor Clayhorn, church leadership, chap

_er miltary members during tough times, Examples of areas
that are supported by the Military Ministry are:

Resources for miltkary members transtioning ta cwilian life
Resources for at-home spouses discussing fears, challenges,
gncouragement, and prayer

Phaone eéalls and cards of enceuragement for family members,
and deployed troops

Care packages for the deployed and family members

litary Appr tian rl:n;lgrlltlnn
«  Month of the Military © hild
*  Spouse Recognition Day
«  Patriot D ay
= Memerial Day
«  eterans Day Ceremamy

The Military Minstry will meet manthly on the 2™ Saturday at 830 a.m. starting in January 2078,
For maore information an this remakable minstry, please contact the Reversnd Robet B. Here
ford ar Sister Felivia Carter,

Ao, as Veterars Day & ohserved this month, take a moment to reflect on the contributions
made by those who are serving and have served this country.

The following shows warious holidays, events and observances that are specific to the United
States miltary, actwe duty pesonnel, veterars , reserviets and military families (miltary spose,
military children).

February 18th Coast Guard Reserve Bithday
March 3rd Naw.ﬁsewe ﬁirﬂ'ldag.r

Entire month of April fdonth of the Milttary Child
April 13th Aif Folce REserve ﬁirthda?
April Zard Arrrey Reserves Elirthr:lay

“Entire maonth of hlay

Matiaral Mﬁtar,r Appreciation Month

G i) Friday in May

Mﬁtary g pouses D ay

T Eeptember 11th

P atriots ﬁa'g.r- 5711 Remembrance ﬁa':.r

Meovember 111h

Weterans ﬁ:_ﬂ-'

Entire Wonth of Novernber

Matiaral Mﬁtary I?amil'y' harth

December T-Tth

Peall Harbor Remembrance ﬁay
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GOOD SPIRITS”

By Sherrill Lumeye

Good spirits bear greatsouks llke mothers with infants in arms.

They are made holy by the Greatest Spirit

Theysail freely amongstthe other sincere spirts which ako bear sound souls.

They commune and chorus in league, one seng and then anether, and are known for frusting
greathy in the Greatest Spirit.

Theysaunter on faith leaping from new mercies to new mercies ke forestgreen lily pads resting
under base.

They delight in thanking the Greatest Spirit for every good and perfect gift
Goodspirits share with one anotherwisdom ke treak in the hands of modest children playing
under galden warmth:

But what of the cther spirits™
Spirts of dadkness andshadow ar ailment lurking to aned fra,

with good light troubling them aleng their wrong way.

These spirits journeyin evilfrelic in hopes to destroy the beawutiful chorus created by the Greatest
Spirit for the goodspirts singing what they know and humming what they cannot remembhber,
Evilspirts seem strong ke roaring waters moving guickly and very quidkly down coloful streams
coercing good s pirits down taste|ess waters butthe Greatest & with us and in us.

The Greatestton goes down the red, blue and white streams,

and a5 wetimble so does the Greatest Spirttumble against hollow spirts.
Wethe good spirits endurewater rushing into our souls and look to stars.

Welook and wander afthe S0 stars which will bwinkle for us™?

Which stal can the good spirits wish upan™

We have nostar?

Well, let the Greatest Spirit take ourwishes higher past stipes and stars.

Wewillwih uponthe Greatest Spirt with a familiar prayer inthe seund of 3 new score,

and the Greatest Spirit will hear eur greatspirts nose,
Withaut note or hyric, we, the good spirits are heard.
A5 golden warrmth bids time adieu with good s pirts and greatsouls near and far,

e are still heard,
As greatsouls are pushed seemingly dipping over the searp,

we are still heard.
Axtears from natural home break our already birok en s pirits,

e are heard by the Greatest Spirt.

Mewver underlings.

Good spirits that appearto be lost are well at peace.

Mot one goodsoul has landed below for rocks ar mire.

The Greatest Spirt reaches s created good with compassion love and gentleness.
Good is lifted high into hidden skies,

and good souls still of earth warring with hollow spirits in frutless clay™®

Look torise fo seel
Seel

Wesee familiar sweet souls flving high and lifted up above the crashing waters,

Wesee only emply spirts and emptysouls belanging to the rogks and mire below,

S0 |et the gone goodsouls be lifted up past wwinge and peril that desire to siftthe good spirts a
wiheat

AL Lwarat aar (g e ¥
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In Honor of National Family Caregivers Month

Caregivers’ Appreciation Month
By Barbara Johnson

Reference: (2015, Mov, Dec). Random acts ofkindness for caregivers.
AARP, The Magazine, 58 &80,

fou Have Seen Tham Care, Mow Show You Care About Them
Ramudomn
1, Bring her a low-maintenance house plant. Acts of Kandiess
2 Dosome haliday shopping far him. For Caregners
3. Gas up hisMher car

4 Do aload of hisfher laundry

5. Send her floweers

B, Take him'her out for coffee or lunch

¥ Mow the |awn

B, Help compose a |etter

8 Takefsendthem a book of stamps in a card
10. Gook and deliver a meal

11. Raee and bag the leaves

12. Call to chedk onthem

T3 Tell therm how much they are appreciated
14. Make a GO oftheir favorite music

15. Bake them some cookies

16, Send her a thirking-of vou card

7. Fix a ledoy faucet or mak e other repairs
18, Let them wvent

18, [fyou are tech-sawwy, corsider effering to help with a computer problem
20, Offer to drop-offfpick up a prescription for himdher

G heck out 80 othersuggestions inthe Now/Dec. issue of BARP, The Magazine

=t. John AME Church CPR Ministry

[ Caregivers, Prayer and Fespite Ministry)
A Stevard Board Sponsored Frogram
Steward Abbiegall Hugime, Chalrpersan
"You don't haveto dothis dane."

GOOD SPIRITS”

By Shemill Luwoye

i dvaoen el g Y

Letthem be lifted up.
Tothe Greatest Spirit
Tothe Greatest Soul
Torest,

*Copyright 20142020 ThePurpleSeap-Boi'— All Rights Resernsed.
The poem waswritten by Sherrill Luwoye andsent to Emanuel AME Church in memory of the
Emanuelg.
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Wi hether it was to honor a
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St. John "Lived Pink™ During October

By Barbara Johnson

loved one wheo had lost ! w

the struggle, o1 to cele
brate someene who had +
won the battle, or to sup
port  someone going
through the starm of a
breast cancer diagnoss,
Et John, "Lived Fink" dur-
ing the month of Oetober.
Pirk was evenwhers: A
huge truck®™, pronouncing
"Pawring for & Cure” was
staged in the padcing lot on the first Sunday, pirk ribbors were
on display in various locatiors, pink candles and pink decora

tions adorned the vestibule. Sunday, October 18" was designat-
ed Pink Sunday” and everyone dressed in aceordance.

The Koinonias, of St John, sponsared a “Pink Party with 2 Pupose” on Saturday, October 17"
The purpose was to present an informative comiersation about Breast Cancer. M. Rosemary

Wells, a registered nurse with 30 yvears of experience as an RN and 27 years of experience with
Weterars Affairs, employed by Birmingham WA and presently working at the Madion Camrunity
Based Outpatient € linic, presented the information.

Mrs. Welk stated that every year, women and men, across the country band together to raise
corsciousness about being diligent in early detection and in assessing rik within families for
hreat cancer, Early detection i especially critical for African-American women, hecause they
tend to be diagnosed with breast cancer at a younger age, and are more lkely to

be diagnosed with triple nepgative breast cancer, which is an agogressive form of —

the disease, which has fewer, effective treatment options. Triple negative cancer % /|
tends to grow and spread more guidily than other types of breast cancer. Az a '

resuft, African-American waomen are more [Kelyta die of breast cancer than Cau-

EA5I3n wWomen.

Zhe abo stated that all people, whether male: or female, are bom with

bire ast cells and tissue, Eventhough, male breast canceris very rare, itdoes ocour. Less
Ehan 1% of all breast cancer cases develop in men, and only one in athousand men wil
ever be diagnosed with breast cancer. Men carry a higher maortality rate than wamen, pre

marily because awareness. among men & less.and they are less [kely to assume a lump
8 hreast cancer, which can cause a delay intreatment.

g following were same suggested tips to help reducethe rek of breast cancer,
Maintain a heakhly weight
Stay plysically active
Eat fruits and vegetables
Do notsmoke
Limit alcehol consumption
Ferform monthly breast-self exams
""Woren 40 and older s hould have regularly scheduled marmmograms every
1or 2years,
""Womenwho are younger than <0 and have risk factors for breast cancer should ask
Jhveir heattheare professional whether mammaograms are adveable and how often.

£ American Gancer Society recommends that every waman start geting mammegrams
fL w\rerad v fAgE 14
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St. John "Lived Pink™ During October

By Barbara Johnson

A oviiraienl MR e 101

e ) at the age of 40, and should continue regardless of 3 woeman's age, & long as, she does not
have a serious health problem, such as Gongestive Heart Failure, end stage renal dsease,
COPE, or moderste th severe Dementia.

"Mew guidelines came out just after this wokshop that suggested different recommendations for
sereenings andthe ages atwhichtheyshould be done. For this information, cheds the internst for
the L.5. Preventative Services Task Force (WSPSTF) reoirt.

Meedless to say, these new recommendations have caused much confusion. The bottem line is
far each woman to consider their individual rek factors and continue to discuss the best plan of
pratection with their physicians,

Early detection provides the greatest possibility for successful treatrment. An early detection plan

includes perfarming manthly breastzelf exams, visiting the dector for scheduled, clinical breast
exams, and fallowing healtheare providers recommendations far mammograms.

THE BEST PROTEGTION |8 -EARLY DETECTIGN|

* The " Pouring for a Gurg” truck was provided by Sequatchie Concrete Company,

Pictured on Pink Sun day -the kids during the children's message, Pastor Clasbom andthe Gospel Chaoir,
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Bible Riddles”

Submitted by Paulette Bargon

Here are @ fewe hible riddles that are amusing. This could be an entertaining game for the family
"?‘ ? ? ",-'l'? after Tharksgiving dinner. Have the children read the riddles and the adulls try to arswer them.
) Some are cormy and some are cute, but'they are still fun.

Riddles
with
Answers
e & S s

Whatkind of manwas Boaz hefare he maried™
What do they call pastars in Germany?
Whe was the greatest financier in the Bible™
Whe was the greatest female financier in the Bikle?
Whatkind of motor vehicles are inthe Bikle?
Wha was the greatest comedian inthe Bible™
What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in Eden™
Whatservant of God was the mostflagrant lawbredierin the Bilble?
Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
. Who s the greatest baby sitter mentioned in‘the Bible™
. Which Bible character had no parents™
. Why didn't they play cards onthe Ak™
. Whe does the Bible direct to make coffee, men or women?

ol e A1 T R

L et I s
[0 I % R

Answers

Ruthleszs

German Shepherds.

Maah, He was floating his stock while everyone ek was in liguidation.

Pharaoh's daughter.’ She went down to the bark and drew out a litle prophet
Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Gardenina Fury. David's Triumph was heard
throughowt the land, Ao, probably @ Honda, becawse the apostles were all in one ac
cord.

g, Samson. He bBrought the house dewn.

7. %aur mether ate us out of howse and heme

2]

=]

LIE R

Meses. He broke all 10 commandments at ance.
. Thearea around Jordan. The banks were always overflowing.
10. David. He rocked Goliath to avery deep sleep,
11 Joshua, =an of Mun,
12, Becawse Moah was standing onthe dech. (Groan...)
13. There & awhaole book about it "He brews"

Happy Tharksgiving everyone! Do not forgetto imeite Chrettothe holiday table: Please pray for
a gloriows and soulsawing helidayseasan.

"Riddles taken form the Rev, Charles P, Henderson's God Web.org

No m atter what happens, always be thanidul |
Brthisis God & wil for you who belong to Chnist Jesus.
1Thessalonians 5:18
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Observing the
Advent Service

One beautiful tradition ef Advent is lighting the
candles of the Advent wreath, The purpese of
the wreath & to deepen the understanding of
Christmas. From the fist Sunday in Adwvent o
Christmas morning, the wreath grows in beauty
and light as Christiars wait in anticipation ef the
celebration afthe birth of C hrist

Hitorically, the Adventwireath is raced to pa-
gan soiurces. The custom was adapted by the
Christian church to demonstrate haw the peo-
ple dwelling in darkress were so magnificenthy
ghven light by the Son of God, Since Advernt
sets a mood of waiting in the dak, and be
cause light began to gain ascendancy owver the
darkness when Christ was born, lighting the
Advent wre ath is a most appropriate and mean-
ingful tradition,

The wieath of live greenery symbolizes the ew-
erlasfing life found in Christ. It reminds s of the
etermal, unchanging love of God, made ewvident
ts us through His Son. The candles in the
wreath signify God's Son as the light of the
world, Gustornarity, there are four candles for
the four weeks of Advent. The three purple can-
dles represent hope, leve and peace. The pink
candle represents joy, The Advent candles are
It throughout Advenrt, butthe Christ candle, the
center candle, & lighted en Christmas marning
of Christmas Eve. The purpose of Advent & ta
prepare hearts and minds foar the bith of our
Sawvior Jesus C hrist.

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: 21 Nowember 2015
1000 4 0M. — 171330 A0,

The Choir Director, CarlWeber, 2011

Discussion Date! 20 Dece mber 2015
1000 & 6. — 1130 &0,

Mare = War, Tanita Davis, 2011

MeetMare, a'Waorld War Il veteran and a grand-
mother ke no other, She wa once: & wilful
teenager who escaped Her less than pedect Iife
in the Deep South and lied about-her age tojoin
the African American Battalion of the Wamen's.
Army Corps. Now she & driving her grand-
daughters—bwo willful teenagers In thr!Ir =T
ritee—on a eross-country road trip. The girfs are
initially skeptical of Mare's flippy Wwigs: and stilet
tos, butthey soonfind themseles entranced by
the storyshe has totell, and readers will be too,

Told in altternafing chapters, hatt of which fallow
Mare through her experiences as a WAD and
half of which fallowe Mare and her granddaugh-
ters on the raad in-the present day, this novel
intraduces readers to.a larger-thanlife character
and & fascinating chapter in Aftfican American
histary... Amazon

Stewards Confirmed
for Conference Year

Roselyne Akines
Willie Bradford
Guy Ginn

darmes O Heyward
Marous Hill
Ahbiegail Hugine
BarbaraJohnson
Jeanette Jones
Medra MeDaniel
Gliton Miller

Mary Rarkin
Eddie Shermred
Lauretta Teague
SamWalton
Famela Whitehead

Trustees Elected
for Conference Year

Lars Avery

Eridgetd, Floyd
Celeste Gilmore

Iarl Gullatte

Erica H arbin

Jesse Johrson

Carl Lewis

Randy Love

Thalia Lowve

Curis Mayes

Glenn Pippen
Claudinette Purifoy-Fears
Arthur Sconiers

Eva Smith

Temy Speight

Gerald Teague
Danwin Washington
Williarm (Billy Williams
dustn ok
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Erumk: or Greab
at St. John AME

By Wariah Gullatte

Cine fall night | found myself traveling down Church Street on my way to Big Spring Pad. Passing
ever the railroadtracks, | saw the lights, kids, and candy and could nat help myself; | hadtostopl

Owutside of the church, St Jehn ANM.E; there was a fire trudhis, a jumpy, people of all ages, and
frunks filled with sweets and treats! Kids of all ages, 2-22, had their share of gandy, From sour
patch kids, to chocolate of any kind, 5t John had i all Waking past the trunks of candy,
seemedto be a never ending line of kids awaiting the sugar high! Along with the sugar high, there
were bouncies, po=a, and a movie, Hotel Tranzylvamia! Before dads, there were ako friendhy
garmes of baskethdll while: others chese to decorate the paking let in ehak creations.

Seeing all the differant cestumes reminded me afthe audienze an Wayne Brady's TV show, Letls
ale @ Deall | never knew! @ church could bring 50 many characters tegether Super Woman,
Spiderman, Eka, baby zebras, Power Rangers, cats, Batman twins, and even the Sood Witch!

But most importantly, this was an atmosphere where the community and church became one.
This was fellows hip the 5t Johnway, by the little church on the corner,

After my wisit, | am already planning my costame for next yeart But until next time, my next stop
will be atthe dentsts office.

The "Trurk or Treat” event was jointly s porsared by the St dabn Church School, YFD, Christian
Education Department and Koinonia Ministry,

Sesfes from aide and inside afthe ehurel an Trusk of Treat Might
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Are We Drinking Enough Water?

By Angelia Daniek

God ha given people the freedom to choose [ife ever death. They cannot control all the things
that cause disease or accidents, hut they can make choices that reduce the rsks of dEsase,
premature death and choices that pramote heatth. One of the choices to better heaklh is to
choose to drirk morewater and one can begin to drink morewater today, consisternthy, Here are
some feasors why drinkingwater 5 important.

Water is essential for life. Itisthe most basie and abundant substance on
garth, Even befare there were plamts, animals and humarkind, God created
plerty of water to supply their needs. Ewen though bodies need water and
there is plenty of water, milliors are slowly dying and aging quidker from not
driking enough water, Sometimes people do not drink it at all,

Bodies consist of mere than 80% water by weight, the birain s about 70% water
and the lungs contain mare than 80% water, Blood & approximate ly 33% wa

ter. The catilage lubricates joints, cushions bones, and absorbs shook and
water contributes up to B0 % of its wetweight.

When bodies do not get enough water, adverse things can happen. The body's
natural deferse mechanksmstars to protect the vital organs, such as the brain, heart and lungs,
from inadequate water intake by taking water from less vital areas lke skin, joints, hair, etc;

On average, bodies lose 4% of their water every day through urine, feces, sweat and evapora-
fion from aur lungs. Thirst & eften used as a guide to determine how much water one should be
drirking; but expers say that long befare the brairs signak te drink water, the peson & probahbly
already dehydrated. In ether words, thist & the body's first sign of dehydration. Unless people
are proactive in their daily water intake and give attention and focus totheir body's need for wa-
ter, dehydration becames away of life. Infact, T5% of Americans are chronically dehydrated and
in 37% the thirstsersation & so impaired that t & eften mistaken for feelings of hunger. Thus
maimy live their entire lives inthis dehydrated state that may result in premature aging, decreased
kidney functian, diabetes, elevated blood pressure, joint Esues, and marny other health problens.

‘Water is wla to mairtaining and improving health and lack of it.can be more detrimental
inthe elderly, bakies and small children, The elderty are prone to developing a diminished thirst
sensation. Severe dehydration & one of the primary reasons for hospitalzation in this group. In-
fant and children can lose more fluid quidker, relative to their weight. Ths & usually caused by
diarrhea, womiting and fever which may require hospitalzation if fluid balances are not restored
guickly. Some early symptoms of detwdration are headaches, fatigue, configion, loss of appe
tite, flushed skin, dry skin, mauth and eyes, |lach of skin moiture and slasticity and a sloy me
tabolem which zan lead te weight gain.

The Werld Health Cirganization recommends the following for daily water irtake under normal
health and emvirenrme ntal conditions:

Females- spproxima ey nine (3] B ounce glasses

Males — approxi mately eight (8] B ounce glasses

Some experts believe that the above does notinclude the water in food corsumed. Supposedly
meals are high inwater content, but this may or may not be the case. Instead of counting sune-
es, experts recommend drirking water throughout the day from a reusable bottle so that one
never gets thisty. The poirt isto stay hydrated with weter,

Remember, coffee, sodas, tea and aleohol are notsubsitutes for water. Studies have shown that

caffeine actually depletes the body of more fluid than it prevides: Drnking sugary dricks can
cause hear attacks, diabetes, Kidney failure and high blood pressure.

i rwaimaard o oo I M
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It is Time for the
19th Annual
Taste Tea

The AMENewsletter Staff is proud to announce
thatthe 12" Apnual Taste Tea will be held on
Sunday, December 13; 2015 after the 10 a.m,
Christmas Pregram. Forthose who are new to
the svent, this & an oppertunityta sample delr
cigus cuising from the kitchers of 5t John
members and friends. [t will be held inthe 5.5.
Heraford Fellowship Hall of 5t John,

fdembers and friends of 5t John are asked to
please kring a favorite dish to share and be
sure io bring the recipe that will be published in
the 2016 edtion of the AMENewasletter. Just
bring the dish to the Fellowship Hall before ser-
vicesfprograms onthat day.

There will be a variety of foods including appe
tze=, soups, salads, casseroles, vepetables,
deszsets  and punch. Please come to the
"Winter Wonderland’ in the 5. 5. Herefard Fel
It hip Hall as we focus on the Chrstmas sea
son and enjoy good food and fellowship, Please
direct any guestions to coordinators Bridget
Floyd and Claire Philaddphia.

Online Giving is Easy!

Online contributiors may be made ta 5t John
by using your PayPak® account.

Within PayPal, send donations directly to 5i.
dohn at stjiphnameh@acl.com. Select the ap-
tion to transfer from your banking account or
PayFal balance and specify donatefriends
and famihy,

Onling giving & easy!

You may ake donate by sending funds
through PopMeney to stohnamehi@ asl.com,

Soup Kitchen

To'What Do You Look
Farward?
By Charkie Brocks

Abraham was confidently looking fonward toa
city with eternal foundations,
a ity designed and ity buit by God.
(Hehbress 11:10%

Az children, people wually looked fonard to
birthd ays and Christmas. They were socited to
see what gifts they would receive. A5 school
children, they looked fanvard to leaving schoal
one day and wventuring inte the waorld.  They
had something to which they looked fonward.,

Abraham was a pioneer who left his comfort
zones and the security of his home to explore
new areas, naot only in kEragl, but alse In his
faith. God made Abraham cerain promises
with hope and faith in his heart. Abraham was
sure they would be kept and he knew there
would be much to experience in the future: a
higger, better life, founded on Gad 5 pramises.
Az adults, many people lodk forward to retire
ment, comfart of family joy, and the hope that
a mare glorious 1ife in Christ will be in their
future,

Mary who come each 3™ and 4" Tuesday to
the "Soup Kitchen' come with no hope for their
future. They come anbf with ireecurities ofthis
earthly [fe. Thase in the minietry pray that as
they serve them they not only offer physisal
food, but share the love and faith that they
hawve in God who & the builder and designer of
eternal life. Membears are invited to join this
ministry s they offer Christ to these who
GOITE,

Lom God, kelp us to lool at the honzon with
hope i our heants ag we shae
Your love to the lost Amen

2016 Prison Ministry Volunteer Training Schedule

LIATE LOCATION

Whiteshurg Baptist: Church
T300 Whitesburg OrsHuntsville, AL
Lindsay Lane Baptist
1300 Lind=ay Lane /Athens, AL35613

B A—12 Phd
SATURDAY, Dec. 5, 2015

8 Ad—12 Pl
SATURDAY, Jan®, 2014

CONTACT PERSON

Dick Thomassian

Robert "Bahby" aore
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Church School Lesson Overview — December 2015

This manth s reviews were writen by Brother
Willie J. Sandifer. The reference & The 2015

16 Standard Lesson eCommentary,

Decamber &, 2015

Lesson Title: The Sabbath Day

Lesson Scripture: Exodus 16:23; 20:8-11,
1218, Deuteronamy 512-15, Lewticus
Z3:3-8; Matthew 12:1-14; Acts 13:42

Frint' Exodus 20:8-11 )
Devaotional Songs: #112, #272, and #2443

Bey Yerse: "Remember the Sabbath Day, to
keepithehy' { Exodus 20:5).

The Key Werse Scripture in this lessen high-
lights God's command to His people Israsl to
"remember the Sabbath” The commentary
states; "The Sabbath was Gods week by time
out for His children of the Old Testament era,
It wwas not for discipline of bad behawvior, but ta
enecaurage them to remember their Creator
and to imitate Him in the important area of
rest”

The first part'of the lesson comes fram Exo-
dus 19, where God gave the Ten Cammancd
ments to His people at Mount Sinai. The sec
ond part of the lessan & based on Exadus 31
where the |sraelites were given instructions
regarding the construction ofthe tabernacle.

The sommentary notes that today, peaple live
in a time when it & easy to let Sunday be
treated as "just another day” on the calendar.
Students should ask themseles if resemving
the Lord's Day far worship & a priorty for
them? They should not let sither business ar
"buEy- ness” distract them from this priority!

In coneluding the diseussion on the lessan,
the commentary states "Making time for ade
guate restis a matter of stewardship; it i tak-
ing proper care of anes hodies. Lack of rest
reflects pooar stewardship, and it detracts fram
the ahility to serve God faithfully and io the
best of their ability."

December 13, 2015

Lesson Title: Acceptable Offerings

Lesson Scripture; Leviticus 22:17-33; 22.%
14, 31-33; Dautegronomy 22:6, 7, Mcoah &6
B; Isaizh 1:10-20; Roemans 121, 2; 1 Corin-
thians 10:14-22

Print’ Leyiticus 22:17-25, 31-33

Devational Sengs: #1118, #1114, and #1171

Hey “erse: "Therefore shall we keep my com-
mandments, and do them: | am the
Lord” (Leviticus Z2:313,

This lesson focuses on God's concern for ac
ceptable offerings. The |lesson examines the
standards that God expects for offerings.

Leviticus can be a difficult book for today's
readers because of the details on the sacrific-
ing af animals and to blood. Aka, the reguls
tions about ceremonialy clean and unclean
foods seem imelevant for the lives of Chris-
tians.

The commentary states "Rather than foousing
an the detaik of the laws and regulations when
studying Leviticus, perhaps it is more helpful ta
consider the book's primary themes of saernifice
and kolness, both of which play praminent
rales inthe Mew Testament as well. Sacifice &
impartant because of Jes L&' supreme, oneefar
-all effering ef hinself on the cross and be
cause of the resporsibility of His followers ta
offer themselves as living sacrifices. Holness
s crucial because the holiness imperative. in
Leviticus 19:2 i repeated in 1 Peter 1115, 16 in
instucting Christiars on how to live. Baoth
themes play impertant parts inthis lesson,”

In the conclision for the less an, the commen-
tary states "One rust keep.in mind when stud
wing the laws goneerning Old Testament offer-
ings that undergirding all of them & the holk
ness of God. & vital that God's holiness not
be compromised in any way and that HE peo-
ple learn to honar that holiness in every detail
of their lives "

"The requirements given in the Law of Moses
regarding offerings are notthere because God
E a demanding, ruthless tyrant. Rather, they
are there to impress upon those whe present
offerings the mature of the one bheing wor-
shipped. And In the bigger picture of humani
t's redemption, Gods requiring "the best" pre-
pares for how He one day offers HiE own
bhest—Hie sinless Son—as the pefect sacrifice
to die for imperfect people”

December 20, 2015

Lesson Title: Dedication of the Firg Bom
Lesson Scripture: Exodus 13:19-16; Lewiti-
cus 12:1-8; Numbers 2:5-12; Luke 2:29-33
Frint Exodus 13:13B-15

Devational Songs: #120; #2116, and #115

A ol ey v )
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Church School Lesson D\;fewiew— December 2015

Ll L e s T SR

bFey Yerses: "When the davs of her purifica
tion according to the Law of Meoses were ac-
complished, they brought him o Jerisalem, to
present him to e Lord’ (Luke 22223,

In hiklical imes there was a special position
far the firsthorm male. This lesson discusses
the Old Testament command of God regard
ing redemption of the fistorn, Mary and Jo
sephs actions  regarding Jesus. as the
firsthaorn,

The commentary explained the tradition, " The
practice of sanctifying, by redemption, ewery
Eraelite firsthorn male was so important that it
was the second pbservance commanded of
rael following the exodus from Egypl. The
impertant rale of the firstborn male is further
zeen in his receiving cerain privileges, includ
ing leadership responsibilities and a pgreater
share aof the family inheritance ance the father
had passed anay,”

"Being a fisthorn male Eraglte had great sig
nificance because of the unique history of the
nation. Regarding the infant Jesus, the Gespel
of Luke notes this as eanying out the redemp
tianthat Exodus describes.”

Mext, it explairs howthe Old Testament Scnip

tures refate to the New Testament "The joy of

the Christmas season may cause one to over
look how Jesus, God's firstborn, was treated.

et unlke the fistborn in lsrael at the ime of

the tenth plague, Jesus was not spared from
death. He became the substhute for sinful huw
rmanity at the cross, He was the Passower
lamb whe was sacrificed and whose blood
nove makes it possible for God's judgment and
wirath to pass over believers of today."

“Jesus & still the true gift of Christmas, the sne
that keeps on giving—agiving eternal life- to
thes & who trust in Him. The cross, the place
where God did not spare His own fistbom
fiom death, resulk in redemption, that beliew
ers may be called the sons of Gad'”

December 27, 2015

Lesson Title: A Generous Gift

Lesson Scrpture: Matthew 23:1-1Z; Marl
12:38-44

Frint: Matthew 23:2-12

Tentative Dewvotional Songs: #1122, #108; and
#1038

Hey Verse: "Whosoever shall exalt himself

shall be abased; and he that shall humbile him-

self shall be exalted” (Matthew 23120

The text for this lesson from Matthew and Matk
cames after Jesus confronks the scribes and
Pharisees. According to the commentary,
"Seribes served the vital role of copying Scrip-
ture by hand in an era that did net have copy
machines, electronic texts, ete, A seribe was
therefore recognezed a8 an expert in the Sorip-
tures. Scribes were held in high esteem.”

Jesus points outthe hypecrey in that they use
their position to ta e advarmtage of the people:
He indicated that this i= not what wes intended
for their posiion: The positions were to be
more ke Moses' when hesat and interpreted
the law of God to likerate the people,

Further discussion In the commentary follows.
"There can be no greater contrast than that
between the religious leaders and the poor
widow af the first eentury AD. The leaders
sought the approval of people, forgeting God
in the process. The widow had been aban-
doned by people and could trust only in God,
The leaders believed that they did great things
inthe public eye, The widow's great deed was
unnoticed by all except Jesus. The leaders’
pride left therm heartless toward the weak. The

“widow's need taught her generosity lke that of

God himself, who gave His Son for all human-
kind.”

Real generosity 5 not @ product of abundance
but-of humble, lewly tust. The more people
k now they need God, the more theytrust Him.
The more they trust, the meore they realee Hig
genercsity. And so believers in tum are com-
pelled to be generous with aothers a He & genr
erous with them.

Drinking Water

(L v et e sy yE 0 3

Waer should be the beverage of choice, |
is good for the body and it is absoldely nesded
for heatthy bodies. And when a person does not
drink enough water, the consequences can be
very detrimental to their present and future
health status. I they try, they can drink more
wiater. tis a chcice.
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The Power of Small Wins
By Tarette B Smith

Cetifed Smategic enenton & Mindsed Coaolr

"Mane of my dreams seem to be geting any momenturn, | just don't feel like I'm getiing any closer
ta my goals and aspirations.” Have you ever felt thie way? We all have, Az | was wodking with a
glient wha was feeling down about what she labeled a lack af measurable sueeess, | thought
dbouta klog | had recenthy read and an article on “The Pawer of Small'Wins," The blog is writen
by D aniel Coyle— a New Yok Times. heskeelling author, When Ishared the concept with- her, it
zeemedta shift her outlook and pemspective. | hope you find some nuggets of wsdom in it as
well,

Mest of us spend a lot of time and energy seeking the big breakthrough - that magical moment
wihen, after a lot of effort, everything finally clicks - when you play the song perfectly, ace the test,
win the big game, Those moments are inaredibly satisfeing, butthey are also a problem.

Here is why—focusing en the big breakthrough can gause you to oweneach. It ean cre
ate dis appointment { after all, breacthroughs are rare, by definition). Womse, you stop focusing an
thesmaller, iInciemental things that really matter,

The best peiformers and teachers do net get caught up in sedking big breakthrough moaments,
Instead, they hunt the /@fle bredithroughs - the small, seemingly isignificant progressions that
create steady daiby progress. Inshort, they love haby steps. Teresa Amakbile and Steven Kramer
gxplore this idea in their fascinating beck The Progress Pringigls. |n it, they analyze 12,000 diary
entries from 2338 subjects to get a picture of the subjects’ innerwok lives, They canclude that the
common trait of highly suceessful subjeck is that they are focused on achieving “small wins" -
these tiny, daiby progressiors that dermtseem ke much but which add up, avertime, to big things.

The payoffs of a "small-win” mindset are clear:
® Youtend to be less deappointed, and more motivated.
® “Youstayfocused onthe present:
& Youdon't overreach by taking shorteuts and trying to-do evensthing at ence

Perhaps most important, the "smallwin” approach & aligned with the way the brain & built to
learn: churk by churk, connection by connection, 1ep by rep, John Waoten, one of the mostsue
cessful basketball coaches of all times stated: "Don't look far the big, quidd improvement. Seeh
thesmall improvernent one day at a time. That's the only way it happens — and when it happens,
it lasts.”

A fewy ideas for a s malkwin mindset:

s Hesp adaily notebook: Name the smdl changes you malke sach day.
a  ‘When you get a small win, freezre: Dont bresze past small improvements; instead,
take afewsecondsto aclknowledge and celebraethem

a  Aim for 3 daily Smalest Achisvable Patedion (SAP) Fick onelittle thing to perfect
in a single day - one move, ane action, one chunk. Wark an it until it's polished, urtil
you can't nof daoit right.

Doesn tthat tahe the pressure off of you, for having to ace a higwin every ime? |t pus more em-
phasis an enjoying the journey, which & crucial. Life is not a sprintte be run quickly, but a mara-
thon where you stop and s mell the roses along the way, It 5 bestto appreciate the process, cele
brate the big and small wins, and enjoy the ride, | would love to hear if you have more ideas for
making s mall wirs.

Wisit Me at saend. UBeEm powered. corm
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Earnest Ellison, Jr.
Received the
2015 Fellowship Open Lifetime Achievement Award

By Paula Hiiard

On August 13, 2015, | had the superb pleasure of
fwitnessing my Dad's, Earnest Ellisan, Jr., induction
ihto the Fellowship Hall of Fame in Mikvaukee, Wis-
gorsin.  Each year, the Fellomship COpen honos
Individuals who have had a dramatic impact on the
improvement of the lives of people in America, with
@ particular focus onthose whoe have created more
opportunities for the nation's youth. Past recipients
birrclude Well Phillips, Frank Febinson, Henry Aaron,
‘Herb Kohl, Wilie Davis, and Juniar Bridgeman,

uly Dad received the award for making the game of
goff more diverse. He is the managing partner of
Ellson Consulting Group, LLE, a diversity and inclu-
Sipn consultancy headguartered in Palm Beach
Garders, Florida. His primary focus & to make di
Wersity and inchsion essential within the spars in-
lustry while leveraging inclusion to ereate value for
national spork organizations, their partners, and
pustomers. Formerly the PGA of America director of
\ Business and community relations, he B widely

tecognized for his wanguard approach to creating a
Bulture of diversity and inclusion within the world's
J rgest workking sports  organization. He ako
‘thanged PGA s community relatiors image by cre
§ ating partneships with organizatiors thiat primarily
oous on equality and inclusion for the disadvanr
taged. Duting ks 17 yvears atthe PGA pfAmierica, he earned a reputation as a valuable diversi-
ty and community engaging resource for many PGA partners, golf associations, and compa-
nies: Prior to the PGA, he spent over 22 years invarious financial managenial positions on hoth
domestic and international asignments while working for IBM and Unisys Corporations. Origi
nally from' Elba, Alabama, he is ako a graduate of Alabama ASM University and & & mueh
sought-after speaker on the subject of divers ity within the.s ports arena, He has recened several
prestigious awards and honors in recognition of the cantributions he has made within communk
fies across the United States. He & the 2014 2018 chairman-elect for the Unted Way of Palm
Beach Ceunty; treasurer for the Black Chamber of Commerce Palm Beach County; vice-
chairman for the First Tee of Palm Beach, Treasure Coast, and Broward Counties; and serves
onthe Mational Diversity Advisory Council of the American Red Cross.

Earnest Ellison, Ji.

He was extremely humbled to recewe this award, and | could not have been a mare proud
daughterio be in atendance to see him receive it He was awarded 8 PGA Honoree Portrait
that will be howsed in the PGA of America in Palm Beach Garders, Florida, featured in Histony
Mak ers, which & hosted by Julizanna Richardson, and will be part of the Library of Coangress
permanent archives. This was indeed atrue blessing to him a5 well as our familyl

Edftors Nole: This owtaanding accom plishment of fre @btherof ome of 5t John s membarsis sakied by
¥re church: Paremts showd encolvage their children and powth bo tead this arficle as an inspiagon r
eirke sand an ap precialon & M Blizon’'s contmbutions ko diversity in sporks
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Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Mowvamber 20-27, 2015 Ninth District Lay Convention, The Mellogy Center,
Tusheges, Alabam a

Mowvamber 22, 2015 Thankwl Pecple Worship Servee, 10 A0
December 13, 2015 Worship Service, BAM
Christmas Frogram, 10 AR
19th Annua Tasie Tes /mmediately following Chrisfmés Program
Decamber 24, 2075 Chrisfmias Eve Cand/gighi Service, opm
December 25 2015 Merry Christmas!

Decanbhear 31, 2005 Yole Felease Watch Night Service

Thatif you confess with yourmouth, *esus iz Lo ™ and belleve i vour heart
that God raized him from the dead |, you wil be saved. Romans 1009
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Pastor's Message

Advent's Movements aof Faith
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1545

The stary of Advent & one of fath development, When we survey the pnmary characters, they
are all taken on journeys of faih: Mary, Jeseph, Zechariah, Elizabeth, the wise men, and the
shepherds. Let's jist taie the firstfour forthe purpose afthis dscussion,

Mary mowves from fear to favor. After Gabriel grests her, he asks het notto be afraid and t© em-
brace the miracle that she will bear God's son. Fear becomes confusion for Mary, and she
asks, "How can this be? Gahriel irsists that the Holy Spiritwill take care of evernithing and that
her cous in has experienced a similar miracle, Mary's response B "Let it be" Hei mevement is
from "how can this be” to"letit be” From her interaction with Sabriel, she is able to move from
her fears around this miracle to accepting it as God's favor on her life - 3 movement of faith de-
wvelopment

Jeseph moves from diverce to dreams. As he decides to privately divorce Mary aftei hearing
her “fantastic” story behind her pregnancy, he has a dreamin which an angel encourages him
to taee Mary in marriage. The angel verifies Mary's version of the events and correlates it to
prophecy of Isaiah. The angel then telk Joseph that he has a 1ale to play) he must name the
. baby Jesus. When Joseph s akes from the dream, he does everything the angel commanded.
Pasiir Faiflek © Claybom, #,0 From his encounter with the angel, Joseph & able to meve frem his lack of understanding,
which almest brodght diveree, to fulfiling the dream that God had gen him - 4 movement of
faith development

Zechariah moves from doubt to delwverance. During his service a= a priest in the temple, an
angelwists Rim and informs him that he and his-wife will have ason with @ holy mission, Z2cha-
riahs response 5 priceless: "I'm old, and my wife is eld toa! So, hew isthis going to woalk™ The
angel says, "l stand in the presence of God, Therefore, thiE meszage & pure fruth, Howewver,
since you daulbt, your mouth will be closed until the baby s born” Zechariah leaves the temple,
unable to speak. He then conceives a child with his wife Elzabeth. Thie & truly a move of farh
because he pushes through hiE doulbt to dothe reguisie work for the manifestation of the
hlezsing. When the child & bam, he gives the ghild the name preseribed by the angel - John.
Zechariah defies thesocial custom of his time by using & name other thanthose wedwithin his
famity. At the mament Zechariah names hs son (by wiiting on a tahlet), Zechariah’s mouth
opens, and he praizes God. Zechariah not only moved from doubt te deliverance, but ako he
maved from pessimismto praise - a movement of faith development.

Elizabeth moves fram barrenness to hlessedness_Unlike the others, s he get no visitation from
an angel Sheis bamen and seemingly beyond child hearing years. Hei barrenness has caused
her ta be the object of ridicule in her commmunity. One day, her husband Zechariah comes hame
fromserving as a priestin the temple andis unable tospedd. The bible neversays if e found &
narverbal way to communicate to her what happenied. It anly reports that they conceived a
child in those days. Whether or not Zechariah teld Elzabzth what trarspired in the-temple, he
imfites her to "be frutful,” and she accepk his invitation. When she realizes that she & pre-
gnant, she exclaims that God took away her disgrace. She had allowed heseli to hope again
after she had probably gone through depression, bitterness, and apathy - a movement of faith
dewveloprnent.
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In each case, faith & developed through test, trial, struggle, hardship, sethack, uncertainty, chal
lenge, lack of resources, and seemingly impossible circumstances. ¥et, in each case, faithis de-
veloped-through an encounter with @od and God's word, That encourter forces the individual to
look within and see the gifts that God has given. The encounter akko forces the indwidual to see
hisfher difficulties as a part of the process of faith cultivation. Accerding to Robkert Schnase, this
development & not haphazard but intentional:

We seek to have in us.the mind that was in Christ Jesus, allowing God's Spirit to shape
our thoughts, attitudes, values, and behawviors. Growing in Christ-lkeness is the goal and
endof the life of faith, The change God wodks in us through the Spirt results in a desper
avareness of Gods presence and will and an increasing desire to serve Gaod and neigh-
har.... This steady maturing, full of sethacks, distractions, and missteps for sure, is the
perfecting ofthe soulin love, growing inthe image of God, fostering of an inner holiness.”

This festering of an inner haoliness that Schnase describes is what each 'of u B called to, espe-
cially in the Adventseasan. The bith of Christ beckons us to a deeper level of faith. These wha
viere imvolved in that birth went thriough a process of intentional faith develepment to pedorm
manumental tasks. We, too, are called to do great wortis and need our thoughts, attdtudes, val
ues, and behaviors refined and shaped into a reflection of Christ for those works 10 be accomr
plizhed. Uttimatehl:, we need a cleserwak with God for our faith to be movedto i ne«d stage of
development.

Where & vour faith mowving this Advert? |s it stagnant or in decline™ Have the holiday blues he-
gun to choke your faith? Have setbachs or adversity paralyzed your faith™? Are naysayers per-
suading wour faith to regress ar hide™? |s the fear of what God has called you to do causing you o
guestion your faith or the gift within™ Have your mistahes or vour Bsues comvineed vou that na
ameunt of developrment can help yaur faith?

While we are journeying through our 30 days of prayer,” be advised thatthe Christmas angels
are still visiting the people of God! They still hawe the: message that nothing & irmpossible for Gad

They continue to relay the truth that God hears our prayers. They still ins st that Geod has favored
s with gifts and grace and that God has called us to assist in the bithing of God's love into the
woatld. They continue ta tell us to not be afraid and that, with God's help, weshall succesd at the
mest difficult tazks! The angels are still pointing the way to our hlessings while we sit in our fields
or followe aur stars. The angels are still praising God: " Glory to God in the highest!" And, they are
still waiting on us 1o join them in that praise: "Peace on earth, goad willto humanitd"”

Fod wouldn't send the angelk if God didn't believe that our faith couldn't be developed. 5o, this
Advent and this new year, let's allow our faith to move higher, deeper, further, faster, freer, more
boldky, more lovingly, mare courageously, maore selflessly, more truthfully, more sacrificially, and
in line with God's will for our lives! Whenwe do, we will be able to do extracrdinary feats! "Hawe
faith in God. Truby | tell you, if you say to thie mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,
and if you do not dedbt in your heart, but believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be
done far you. 5ol tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, beliewve that you have received it, and
it will be yours,"™

Merry Christmas and Happy MNew Y earl

"Robert Schnase, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2011), 64
25, Kindle Edition, Sehnas e id entifies intentional faith development as one of the practices that
fosters church growth.

“For our readers wha are not membes of 5t John, we are inthe midst of "30 Days of Prayer,”
from Dec lst- Dec 30th. Seethe Movember 2015 ssue for further detaiks.

Thak 11:22-24.
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A World Under Siege:
The Gift of Light In the Midst of Darkness

“‘Keeps on Giving”
By Bridget J. Floyd

Inthese days and times it does not take mueh to obsemve
Hail the heaven barn Prince of Peace! or experience negativity, criticsm, malfreatment, aggres-
Hail the Son of righteousness] sion, war, the threat of war, terrorem. Life does not appear
LT AR, i A Ty to be valued. Reading or viewing the news can be de
Lig al--.l.lrh.- ta all _H": brings pressing. There are individual and groups who are not
Risen with healing in His wings valued as their lives seem snuffed out with no rhyme or
g reason, One might even have second thoughts & to
whether it s gafe to fravel internationally, takein a concert,
dirne in a favorite restaurant; go to a movie theatre, go o
school or wak; play in a park, wak in a residential s etting,
go shopping in a mall er attend bible study. These could
turn sut to be deadly activities. |s there na sacred ! safe
place?

It zan be depressingto comsider the threat to emotional and
physical wellbeing that exists in the world teday. [tseems
a5 though individuals and groups, even religions, are undersiege. There are groupsfentities that
proclaim that eertain persons or members of groups andfor religions shouldwill be kiled, There
are gruesome images of executions. There are reports of individuals whno weere queried as to
their religious belief and their lives were snuffed out immediately after they adinowledged their
faith in Jesus © hrist

Is there hape? Isthere a glimmer of light in the midst of darkness™? The answer s YES! Thereks
the gift that came into the world te bring light and hope in the midst of dakness.  Jesus was
"bam" ta take on the sins.of humanking and & sueh, make available etemal life ta all whe would
helieve in Him. He & eternal and His existenee did not begin inthe manger nar end onthe sross.:

In celebrating the birth of this gift of hope and light {and eternal Iife), there & solace in knowing
that nothing can overcome the will of God or the Light that 8 He Son. While there may be diffi
cult times and distiessing events, it is. imperative to know that there i hope in Jesus. While the
rnegative events are appalling, it'& reassuring to know that God gave the ultimate gitt te the world
- A beneficial gift to a world under siege. b there sufficient wisdem to embrace the gift, the light,
the hope™

There are these who would attack and destroy believers. However, Jesus & the protector and
will ultimately banish evil. He will give those whao believe in Him the strength to endure, He can
irepire change. Through faith and prayer all things are possible. Enemies egan hecome ane's
footstool. The battle & the Lord s

The celebration ofthe bith of Jesus Christ recognzes the beautiful, price less gift fiom God - The
gift of light and hope; The gift of forgveness. of sin and everlasting |fe; The gift of knowing that
"wee can have a litle tale with Jesus and He'll make'it alright”, The gift of knowing that even in the
midst of dalkness and feelingfbeing under siege, The &ift can give peace of mind that allows one
to cope with the exigencies of this wrld,

in him was &fe; and the fife wec the ight o men,
And the fgh shinelh in darkmess;
and the dardmess com prehended it nok
Jofn 10425
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Planning Meeting Included Historic Events

By Medra vl Daniel

The:Minth District Planning Meeting was held November 12:14 at
the Daniel Payne Community Plaza under the leadership of Bishop

mes L Davis and Episcopal Supervisar, Maother Arelis Davis. This
‘meeting focused on using the skills and talents of the Presiding EF

end Dwight Dillard, the Reverend Johnmy Bryant and the Reverend
Jacqueline Dennison, The worship service messages were brought
By the Reverend Ciliver &llen, the Reverend Bavid Reddick and the
Heverend Albert Hyche, Other presiding eldes served as worship
deaders and in ether leadeship roles during the meeting

’ ‘-‘5‘- "'-I Ina histaric meve, Bishop D avis returned ta each church (the pastor

" and a steward) a quarter of what was paid last conference year for
Bishop and Mother Davis v general budget. The general budget (sametimes referred to as con
! ference claims) B collected annually fram each church to support
g connectional AME Church. These funds. are collected by the
EpEcopal Districts and fonwvarded to the AME Finance Office. Because of the Ninth District's
investmentin the D aniel Payne Community Plaza, the Distict had funds remaining after is com-
miment tothe connectornal AME Church was paid. Therefore, for the first time in the history of
the Ninth District and probably inthe history of the AME ehurch, lacal ehurehes were given hack
a portion of their payments toward the genaral budget.

Many candidates for episcopal service and connectional offices stopped by to share their vision
and appealforsupportof the Minth @ strict at the 50th Quadrennial Session ofthe General Con-
ference of the African Methodist Episcopal Chureh.

The components ef the District met during the planning meeting and alse made presentations to
the attendees of their plans for the conference yvear.

The Thursday night opening service was led by the South Birmingharm Humtsville Bessemer Dis-
trict. Presiding Elder Qliver Allen brought 3 powerful woerd. His textwas Mark 16:15-17 and the
message was entitled "When Gods Church B at s Best,” He proclaimed that the church 5 at
its bestwhen it goes inte all the world and is different than the world, when it recaptires aserse
of urgency about i belief, He ako said that the church is set afire by the Holy Ghost. Indeed,
FPreziding Elder &llen was on fire for the Lord a5 he preached the Gozpel and there was lke
spirit in the sanctuary.

The Mirth District paid a special tribute tethe Emanuel 9, Ower 40 representatives of the fami-
lies of the Emanuel 8 attended this special service that was erganzed by the Reverend Sheri
Srith Claybarm and included a poem written and delivered by Skter Sherrill Humphrey Luwoye.
The Reverend Sheri' Smith Slayborn made a statement on'the purpose of the service. Bishop
Davis stated "we want to just put our arms around you and say we love yvou" Mrs. Jennifer
Firkney s poke an behalf of the group. Chedis were presented to each family member repre
sentative of the Emanuel 2. The total shared with the families was nearly B20 000, As the ser-
wice concluded, the family members were encircled by Behop and Mother D avis, the presiding
elders and their spouses, and the ministers and their spouses as prayerwas offered by the Rew-
erend Andrew Helz.

The MNoon Day preacher was the Reverend David Reddidi, Presiding Elder of the Daothan
Eufaula District of the Southeast Alabama Conference, The message was entiled "Let Us War-
ship Hirmin Spirit and Truth” and the textwas Eaiah 1. Hesummarize d how to worship inspirit
and truth by saying persors should come with a desire to seethe Lord, hear something, and to
feelthe Holy Ghost and be ready to mowve,

Sraatdrardil i erge W )
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Fifty-Plus Auxiliary Led Harvest Service

By Mattie B. Ezel|

Seeing COur Father in Al Things - With Tharksgiving and Praise
Luke 11:11-12

3f all the things traditional churches celebrate, Harvest Sunday semvice
Is amongst the mostfamiliai, Ewven though harvest 5 3 time foi reflec
tion, it & also atime for action. e agreat time for Christiars. Mot only
are Christians thankful for food and s magnificent baurty, bt aka fo
all the gifts God's leve imparts as the ltany hNrs. Charkie Bradks so
beautifully composed stated,

. oy Harvest & from the Angle-Saxon word "haerfest, autumn, which refers
L 1k sy to the season for reaping and gathering grain and other grown prod-
w ¢\ wets. In early times Christians celebrated harvest nearthe Sunday of
[ g’ the Harvest Moon whigh falk in the menth of September.
M TherRewerand- Gamett,
-

ifty-PlasFPresident Today, however, Instead of putting emphass on reaping and gathering
- grain, churches focus on harvestingsouls, 5o it's notabout that which =
planted but about the planters. Jesus said in Matthes 90 37-38, "The harvest & plentsous, but
the labaorers are few, Pray ye therefore The Lord of the harvest, that he willsendforth laborers
inte his harvest) Adinowledging all of the problems around theworld, there are people in offices,
schools, businesses, soclal everts, andves, even in churches who need to be harvested

The Pew Rezearch Ceptar's findings, as late as 2007, Indlcate. that harvest i still plenteows and
laborers are few. According to it, LS. adults wha say they belisve in Gad, while still remarkabily
high by comparison with other advanced industrial countries , have declingd modesty. The share
of Amercans who say they are absolutely cetain &od exkts has als o dropped sharply. Those
who say they pray every day, attend religious services regularly and cors ider religion to be very
Important in their [ves aba lave tideed down by small but statistically s ignificamt margins, {htpud
vy, pewdorum, o i 201501103 0-5- public- b ecoming-less-religiows

Ewven though the Pew Research Center findings offer much more information, any declines sug
gest that the U. 2. public s becoming less religious; therefore, labores are still needed.  The
Reverend Willis T. Rizhie, Jr, the S50 Auwiliary Harvest Sunday
preacher whose sermon: "Prodigious Produce but Limited Laborers”
offered possikle reasons for the continuous decline and even suggest
ed aviahle oadmap for recovery.

Considerthese concerre as possible reasans forthe decline of the
LS. public's religious values as stited by the R evarend Richig;
aj Laborers are insensitive to the needs of the other
by Labarers may not know how to engage the sther.
] g} Labores' visions of the other may be limited.
[r,- e L thl:l';l Laborers may feel inadequate in explaining Gods words to
; AT & Bk e other,
-" Th FE;;‘;E%,—;“““ e gjsome laborers may nothave fully estaklished their own true
—_— relatiors hip with Jesus,
1 Some laborers may not appearto be loving, friendly, and even fargiving.

Im erder to bring people back imto the fold, ithe Reveirend Richie suggested that laborers
must coneern themsehes with the total person as Jesus did. He gave specifie hiblical accounts
where Jesus weas dealing with the economical, secial spiritual, and physical needs of people. He
concluded by saying, "To deal with the soul, labores must deal with the whole" This s Jesus'

1 r.-.w.-.-\.'.mn'.--.r.--..:._-\.- L]
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Stress and Depression During the Holidays:
Coping Strategies

By Bridget J. Floyd, Ph.Dr., Licensed Psychologist

While the holiday seazon iz associgted with happiness, celebration, and a3 good time for all; the
holidays are often experienced as a stressful time, even when there & enjoyment as well. Some
of the stressers Include hosting and / or attending paries; preparing meals; baking, shopping;
wrappingfdelivering gifts; decorating: cleaning; anticipating an evaluation of the quality of the
cleaning, the food served and gifts gwen, ets. There are times when Interactiors with family be-
come trving.  Traveling during the holidays can be challenging. In large or blended families it
rmay be difficult to coordinate spending time with different branches of the famiby,

The first holiday seas on after the death of a loved one can be paricularty stressful,
There is: a renewed or continued grief resporse because there s a palpable ak
sence, That loss in stak eontrast to the celebratory atmosphere surreunding the
halidays, can enhance the sems e of loss, loneliness and depression. There can he
arecurrence each year at Thanksgiing and Christmas. There gan also be what &
known as "anniversary effectE” on the annivemsary of the death, bithdays, and other
times when celebrations accureccurred.

There are ways to cope. [1is important to manage expectatiors and use appropri
ate coping strategies. Changing the traditional celebration can help. ThiE esulE in
differences besides the absence ofthe loved one. Celebrate ata different location or invite ath-
ers to dinner or gift exchanges. When desirable, having a tribute tothe absent personis) can be
fitting { each person sharing aspecial memory, a funny story that brings a bappy memory ta mind
and 3@ smile to the fage). Understandthat tears may occur and aceept that as par for the couse,
Understand thatthere & no set wayto dealwith loss or separation - allow for differences.

If there &-stress assaociated with hesting a dinper or eelebration, recagnze thatit s not a require-
ment that ene person de everything. One can provide guests with the oppoertunity to bring a fa-
vorte dish or have a decoration party and ask for help in decorating — just provide pe=a and soft
drinks for the decorators who would llke to partake. Thie allows each person to operate from their
strength which should reduce the pressure for everyone: It might besurpriging that peaple lie ta
share in the duties.

Itis importantte manage expectations. There & no perfect holiday, meal, gift, 'ar host. There will
be change — additiors to the family, a different place or way to celebrate. A budget & & good
thing farsetting an amount for purchasing: gifts, enteraining, or raveling, Some families choose
to dram names for exchanging gifts among family members, especiallyin large or extended fami
lies. A handmade gift baked goods, or a handwritten note éan be cherished by the recipient,

Reaching out to others can bring joy. Yolunteering to serve @ meal or sharing withfinecluding
saomeane Wwho would be alone otherwise, can increase the joy of the season. Rather than being
dlone, attend a Chris tmas-concert, ballet, churchfeligious or ether comrmunity activiies. Give gifs
to familiesfehildren who would notothemwise have gifts.,

FPlanning is impartant: This goes beyond a Christmas list or menu. Have a time frame for activi
ties such as shopping for food, gifts, wrapping and delivering gifts. Plan the meal{s), which
events to. attend, insure that there k& adequate time to rest andfor get to the next event without
rushing. t & important t9 pace oneself ltmay be necessarytosay "no”, delegate, or help same-
ane by giving them the name of someone ke (besides oneself) to ask to de the task. One per-
son should not have to do tall Ifthe workplace must be factored into the celebratory season,
remove other actvities from the schedule.

Fest and respitelgood self-care are essential cormponents of a positwe holiday season. Eating
properlyand in & healthy manner befare and during the helidays & important. It can be:tempting
to pramise to resume or begin heakthy eating habits after the Mew Year celebration (resolutio s

FETANANTN I O Do W
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Oh Come
Let Us Adore Him

By Paulettz Bargon

"0 gome all ye faithful, jeyful and triurm-
phant O come ye, O come ye to Bethle
hem, Come and behold Him, born the
King efangels: O corme letus adore
Him, Christ the Lard!"

The definitions of the ward adore means.

to lowe, praise, wership, and o glerfy

someone deeply. We love our Lord, Je-

sus Christ so let us adore him by daing
the things thatwe know pleases Him.

Letus adore Him by helping the homeless.
1 Peter 4:90-41

Letus adore Him by feeding the hungry.
Nathew 25:35

Letus adere Him by taking care of our wid ows
and children. Jamesz 1:27

Letie adore Him by rurturing our sick
ffatthew 25:30

Letus adere Him by loving all, no matter wih at
race or eligion. 1 dokn 4:7-8

Let us adere Him by witnessing and bringing
others to Christ, Niztthew 28 19-20

Let us adore Him by reading His word daily
doshua 1.8

There are many ways to adare our Lord and
Sawior, Jesws Christ, but the most important
way & ta pray, Let us thank Him fer He grace
and merey, Let us. give praise for His continw
ous blessings. Such worship of God is the sur-
st way ta give Him the glory thatis due Him.

Holy Father, | hum bly come before You ho give
You the honaor, reverence, and worshio that ae
Yours slone. Help me o waidin patient guiet-
fress for Your divine presence fo fill my sowl. In
He nam e of Your Son, Jesus, AMEN

Merry Christmas!

District Lay Meeting

Held in Tuskegee
By Medra hizCaniel

The Minth DEtrict Lay
Organization  held -is
55 Annual Meeting at
the Kellogg Hotel and
Conference Center &t
Tuskegee University in
Tuskegee, Alabama on
Movemnber 20 and 21
Urder the leadership
of W James Bonnet,
president, and s, We-
rarica Wiley, Minth DiEtrict Directar of Lay Ac-
iviies, the conrference provided woriship, fekb
s hip, workshaops, recagnitiors and schelar-
ship awards, and the election and installation of
newi officers. The host conference was the
Southeast Alabama Conference, led by Mr,
Robert L. Tumer, president

Bshop James L Davie was the preacher for
the Friday evening worship zervice. His hiblical
teut was 1 Samuel 10:18-22 and the messapge
was  entiled “"Step  Hiding Behind  Your
Stuff”  He used the story of Samuel and Saul
to parallel Sauls hiding behind “stuff" to the
church doing lkewise in today's emvirenment
He noted that when one hides behind stuff,
they mies God's plan for their lives. The “stuff”
that people hide behind can he one's own sue-
cess of it can be failure. The eoneluding point
was to "come from behind your stuff o receive
the blessings God has planned. Thies messapge
zetthetone foar the remainder of the weekend.

Saturday meoming works hops/presentations
wiere on health, parliamentary procedures,
General Corference delegate expectations,

and legslative updates (with a foous en the 18
legiElative Hills that have been submitted by the
Connectional Lay Qrganization),

The noan lwncheon honored outgoing EpEcoe
pal Lay Distict President, M. James C. Bone
ner. He was recognized for his sutstanding
leadership and service in the Minth District and
throughout the AME Connection. The Prest
dent's awards were presented to Lay fram
across the state. Scholarships were awarded
oz ome of the Minth District ministers who are
eurrenthy inseminary.

Wl oy g i




=t. JohnAMEN

December 2015

Page 8

PopMoney Makes
Budgeting Easy

hMost barks offer 8 feature ecalled Pophdeoney
as an aption for enling transfer of funds be-
bwween banks and for routine payments. All
that i needed |5 the s-mail address that &
associated with the recewver's online banking
agcount

Pophloney can be used for a single payment
to an Individual or payment to another bank
account, It can ako be used for recurring
tranz actions lke wansferring an allovwance o
a college students accaunt ar payment tothe
church for tthes and offerings

if tithes are a fixed amourt each month,
set up & PopMoney tranger to

=t jo hnamehilaol .com and specifythe dae
and amourt forthetransfer,

District Lay Meeting Held
in Tuskegee

e R T

The final business sesfion was the election of
Epmcopal Lay District officers. M=, Bernella
Knight Fose was elected president

Representatives from 5t John at this meeting
were St Joahn Lay Crganization president,
Hodges Washington, and N edra Mehanizl.

Membership inthe Lay Crganizdion is open
to dl un-ordained members of the African
IWethedist Episcopa Church. Become an
active member in the 5t Jehn  Lay Organi-
zation by attending the meetings or contad-
ing the president, Mr. Hodges Washington
The next Lay meeting at 2. John will be
held January 18, 20018

Harvest Service

ui'r.l-'r.'.'.M'J_,h.l.\l_,'u:.' 1)

readmap. Hethought people were worth saving!

Those who participated in the 2015 Harvest Sunday service were Ms. Loraine Farham, an-
nouncements; M. Rosetts Williams and Wis. Agnes B, Gilmore, Call o Worship, Major (Ret)
Cliftan Miller, prayver; Mis. Eva Smith, scripture; M. Ronald Mclmosh, ltany; Col § Bet jJames
Hewward, welcome of visitars: M. Charlsie Brooks, occasion; the Reverend Meram Garredt,
special appeal; M. Mattie B, Ezell, prayer of tharksgiving, and [r, Jennifer Patterson and the

Iturgical dancers

Program participants: Top row (eft to rghty Ba Smith, James Hewward,

Bottarn row (et to aght) Lamaine Parham, Chadsie Brook

tonald hdelntosh
-, Agnes Gilmore,
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Coping Strategies

CRRTIE TN ] fage A1

but it & preferabile to use moaderation through-
out the holiday seasonfyear. Getting plenty of
sleep B recommended at all times, but partic-
ularly during the holidays. Restorative sleep
and good eating habits provide the foundation
for physical and emotional wellbeing through-
autthe year,

Ifthere are family differences, avoid emotional
confrontationsfconflict. Do not choose the
holidays to wodd through them, A& time sther
than the holidays can he setto wolk an rela-
tionship Esues if it is mutually desirable to do
sp. Until then, use civility and sincere effors
to get along and compromise to avoid emo-
tional encountersfconflict("drama").

If shess and depression persist even atter
taking breaks, having respite, and wEing calm-
ing techniques, consider seeing a profession-
il Persitent sadness, anxiety, trouble sleep-
ing and eating, would suggest the need to
seek a psychologist and'or psychiatrist,

Ve
Church Supports
American Cancer Society

On the first Sunday in December, Bihop Da-
vis appealed to the churches of the 8th Epico-
pal District af the AME Chureh ta receive a
special offering in support of The American
Gancer Society. Inthi letter of appeal, Bshop
Davi stated "Bzcarding te the American Can-
cer Society (AC 5), overall, about 1 in 2 African
American men and 1 in 3 African American
women will be diagnesed with cancer in their
lifetime, The African WMethedst Episcopal
Church (AME) & pleased to partner with the
AC S to help its important efforts to find a cure
for cancer, ass gt cancer patients, affect public
policy, and provide educatiom on caneer pre-
wention,

Thank you S1.Jehn for a generous offering of
w00,

Prayer Time

¢ December Schedule

b Weekly Prayer Time
Mondayat B pm
Tuesday at Moon

canference C3dl Credentials

US Tell Number (530) B91-1212
Meeting |D; 876-863-80

Planning Meeting

el v g o)

Friday night the preacher was the Reverend
Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder of the Montgom-
ery Selma District. Hie sermon was entiied
"Transfarmed, Moving Famard; We've Come
Toa Far and Will Mot Go Back.” The biblical
text wa Fomars 122, The preacher indicated
that he: had keen "tansformed’ under the wi
sionary leadership of Bis hep Davi. The points
of the messages highlighted that the mingd has
te be tramsformed to hear what God B saying;
there must be a relatiorship with Ged, and
through hard wark, commiment and working
together hbelievers can do anything bhecause
they have been in a praying position long
enough to knaw that prayer makes a differ-
ence. He soncluding cammand was ta “Use
what you have, Go forward,”

Several Minth District service intiatves were
announsed, The goal & for AME ehurches in
the Minth Ditrict to regster 5000 persons by
March Z076. There will be community gardens
throughout the District to make heakhy food
optiors available to all persons in the communk
tiez. There are also plars to have a food par
try @t Danial Payne Community Plaza. Detaik
of howe this pantry will serve the sntire District
willl be provided later.

The Narthwest Alabama Conference Lay Dele
guates to the S0th Cuadrennial Session of the
General Corference of the AME Chureh were
seated during the planning meeting, Thie dele
gation includes two members of 5. John,
Nedra MoDaniel was seated a5 a delegate and
Jdason Gilmore was seated as fist alernate
delegate

This Planning hleeting was wvery productive and
there are escting plans-ahead for this conference
vear. Look for more information in the fulure for
the appreciation eelebration for Bishop and hrs.
Davis as they complete their eight (B) wars of
servant leadership inthe Mirth District,
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St. John AME Church

& f

Christmas Blessings from the " Soup Kitchen" Workers!
By Charl sie Brooks

"Those blessings are sweetest that are won with prayer and won with thanks".
- Thomas Goodwin

May the blessings of Chiigtmas come to these you love. The word BLESZING means to conse-
crate, maie holy and give thanks. We all arerichly blessed by our loving Saviar, whoz e birth will
soon he celebrated. We pass on those blessings to supporters of the monthly Soup Kitchen.
The steadfast prayers and assktance from supparters over the past vear have brought great
hlessings to those who work with-the Soup Kitchen and those who come:

The mamny acts of kindness that have been offered come fram hearts made tender by love for the
Sawvior. The compassion and mercy you have allowed, enabled us te share with those in need
and are examples of our sempassionate Savior wha deeply loved the suffering and homeless.
Thark you for wour help in bringing physical care and gife of sympathy and brotherly love to
thos e whomwe were privileged to serve over the pastyear.

Our Sawior has grenthe miracle ef human life and the divine miracle of eternal life, so at Christ
mastime and in every day of your life, we pray that the light and love of this blessed season be
with you and thase you love, We hold you akways in our mest grateful prayers. May the abun-
dant blessings of Christmas come to you andthose yvou love
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2016

This month's Church Scheol Lessons were
prepared by Willie J. Sandifer, Church School
Superintendent. The reference is the Stand-
ard Lescon Commentzry, 20152016,

January 3, 2016

Lesson Title: & Bride Worth Wating for
Lesson Scripture; Genesis 28-30

Prirt: Genesis 28:15-30

Devational Sengs: #3684, #2272, and #2243

Bey Verse: "Hewentin alko unte Rachel, and
he loved ako Rachel more than Leah, and
served  with  him  wet sewen  other
vears." [ Genesis 20300,

Ezau and Jacoh, lsaac’s two sons, had a
racky relatiorship. Jacob went to find a wife
fram among his mothers side of the family
with his father's blessing that he managed to
get with the help of his mother. In route he
had a vision of a ladder that went from earth
to Heaven. The Lord weas at the top. The Lard
promised Jacob that his seed would inhabit
the land of Canaan as a mighty nation as the
Lard's peaple.

Rachel, Jacob's uncle's daughter, was one of
the first persons Jacob metwhen he entered
the land of his mether's people. Jacob started
to work for Lakan, his uncle, by helping to
taie care of large flocks and herds of livestock
and this is where this lesson begins.

When the seven years were complete, Jacob
expectsdto get Rachel as had been promiesed
in the aral contract Laban, however, changed
the terms  of the econtract without Jacob's
knowledge. Accarding to their customs, it was
something that he could de, 58 he made the
change. Laban gave Rachelto Jacob after he
had been with Leah for a week, but Jacoh
then had to work for seven (71 more years to
pay his debito Laban for Rachel

The lesson ends on two happy notes; Jacob
and Rachel are united and Jacob upholds the
agreement ta woke for Laban anather s even
years. Howewver, the family's fulure B menac
ingly shadowed because Jacoh favors the
second wife B achel overthe firstwife Leah.

danuary 10, 2018

Lessaon Title: The Most Beautiful Bride
Lesson Scripture: John 10:1-11; Sang of
Solamaon

FPrint: Songof Solomon &:4-12
Devotional Songs: #5625, #2571, and #2243

Hey Verse: "My dove, my undefiled is but one;
she is the only one of her mother, she s the
choice one of her that bare her.” (Song of Solo-
mon 58

The postic dialogue and unidentified speakers
make Song of Solormon hard to understand.
Matnalhy, it s easy to pietare King Selomoan in
this drama in the leading male role. However,
there are feww clues given to align the narrative
with a time and place in Solomon's life.

Although Salemon had around 700 wives and
200 concubines, this lesson snapshots his at
tempted relatiorehip with one woman who & a
shepherd girl. The backstory is that the king is
in leve with a shepherd girl and wans to maie
her his gueen, butshe longs for @ man that is
in her home village.

JEnuary 17, 2018

Lessaon Title: An Unfaithful Bride

Lesson Scripture: Hosea 1-3

Print: Hosea 1:1-11

Devetional Songs: #12;#333; and #£243

Key Yerses: "The beginning of the word of the
Lorp by Hosea. And the Loro said to Hesea,
Go, fake unto thee a wife of whoredoms and
children of whoredarms: for the land hath com-

mitted great whoredom, departing from the
Lorp." (Hosea 1:2).

This lesson starts with a shacking ascount of
counseling by God with Hosea. Hosea was to
select 3 wife from the poel of local prostitutes.
The fist veme of Hosea places his ministry
right at about twenty yvears starting during the
reign of King Uz=iah (767 BC) and ending dur-
ing the reign of King Hezekiah {57 BC), each
in dudah, the seuthern kingdom.

Hozea & not ona mission to mercifully redeem
a wayward woman. The people of lsraegl have
been unfaithful in keeping their sovenant with
the Lord and this & an object lesson for the
nation of lsTael

Hozea choses Gomerto ke his wife. Her name
means "completon” and may have been her
pristitute  aliss name. Seme commentaries
sugpest that Hosea may have chesen to-marry
the most popular and most known one and not
Just amy prostitute inthe ciby.

January 24, 2016

A el ey v A0
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2016

A wairat Joe e M

Lesson Title; & Wedding in Cana

Lesson Scripture; John 2:1-12

Prirt: John 2:1-12

Tentative Devotional Songs: #323[; #2528 [);
and #2423 []

Key Yerse. "Thies heginning of miracles did
Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested farth
his glory; and his disciples helieved on
him." (John 2:11).

The: setting for thie lesson & a wedding that
serves as a backdrop to the first miracle of
Jdesus, The bride and gream are: not empha
sized and they are unnamed, Jesus used wed
ding ‘illust atiors because marriages and the
celebration of them were something that most
were knoxledpgeable of in life within a willage.
The celebratiors allowed a8 pawuse in the hard
pace of long work hows and made weddings
relshed sccasions.

Because of the nonstandard way weddings
tock place, common elements included a meal
with @ lot of foad, drink and dancing. & wed
ding coordinator or stesvard would be retained
by the hridegroom to handle the |logiEtics of
things.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, abserved a need and
made a request of Jesus: The wine ran out
and hary asked Jeswus to help. She ashked the
steward for the wedding to do precis ety what
Jdesus asked him te do. The stewsard follceve d
these irstructions and the celebration contin
ues with wine that was better than the wine
zerved atthe beginning of the celebration.

January 31, 2016

Lessan Title: The Deasth of a Friend

Lesson Scripture: Jahn 11:7-94

Prirt: John 11:38-<4

Tentative Devotional Songs: #77[; #2832 [)!
arnd #2443 []

Hey “erse; "When he thus had spoken, he
cried with a loud waoice, Lazarus, come
farth.” {Jahn 11:43),

The bachdrop farthis lesson i a village funer-
al, which k& ako an event where there Is a

pause fram the lang wolk hours. However, the
tone irrthis s etting is totally different.

Jesus received a message thatHi friend Laz
aris was very ill and Lazars' sisters wanted
Him to come. Jesus delaysd and during His
delay, Lazarus died andwas buried. Four days

had passed.

Jesus explained that faith was to be the result
of Lazarus’ death. Martha's confession of faith
to Jesus' guestion "Believest theu™ upan HE
arrival stood in contrast agairst the skeptical
Voices,

The raizing from the dead of Lazarus, wwho died
four days earlier, was amid the utmost ef Je-
sus' miracles, Jesus was executing God's plan
to biring HiE followers faith. Lazarus had to dis
far this raising to happen, atheough hie death
brought: griefto his loved anes.

Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: December 20, 2015
1000 AWM — 1130 A M.

Mare 5 War, Tanita D avis, 2011

Discussion D2e: Januay 16, 2016
1000 AWM — 1130 4 M.

The Chor Diredtor 2) Runaway Brids, Garl We
brer. 2015

s been three years since Bamwn Madkie suc
ceeded in lelping his friend and mentor, Bishop
T.K. Wikon, dig his ministey out of finansial ru-
i, Aaran & aka esponsible fai re-energizing
the almost defunit chair irto something s pecial.
Hi success has diawn national attention, and
he's on the verge of signing a huge recording
cantract. With ki Tife In order, Asron decides
the time & right to propose to Tia Gregory, the
church secietary who caught his eye and in-
spired him to shed hs Tiger Woads-lke
tendencies to become & onewoman man, The
stage & set for what might be the wedding of
the year, but quickly beconres the disaster of
the year when Aaron & left at the attar without
explanation,

Mow, during his own hour of need, Aaron turns
tothe bighap for help, Unfortunately, the line ke
asks T, K, to eross will farce the hishop to
chansze betnveen faith and friendship, of ‘a5 he
puts it:"between Weaven and hell” & the in-
vestigation into Tia's deappearance continues,
the b men are challenged inways they never
imagined, ... Amazon
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Holiday Health and Safety Tips

By Rose mary Welks

The holidays are a time to celebrate, give thanks, and reflect. They are aka a
time to pay special attention to yvouwr health. Give the gift of health and s afety
to yourself and others by following these holiday tips;

*  ‘Wash your hands otten,

Keeping hands clean is one of the most impeortant steps to take to avoid get
ting sick and spreading germs to others, Wash hands with soap and water for
at least 20 seconds. If soap and clean water are not available, use an alcohol-
based product.

Stay warm.

Cold termperature can cause serious health problems, especially in infants and older adults.
Stay dry, and dress warmly inseveral layers of loose- fitting, tightly-woven elothing. Check on
childien, the elderly and pets.

Man age stress.

The holidays do not need totake atoll on one's heatth. Kesp a check on overcommitment
and overspending, Balance waik, home, and play. Get support from family and friends. Keep
a reladed and positive outlaok. Getenough sleep.

Trawsl safely.

Whether raveling across town or around the world, help ensure the Tip & s &fe. Do not drink
and drive, and do nit letsomeone eke drink and drive, Wear a seat belt every time you drive
arride in a motor vehicle. Akways buckle your child in the car using a child s afety seat, boost
erseat, or seat belt according to hisfher height, weight, and age. Get vaccinations i taveling
out of the country. When traveling by air, take along santary hand wipes to clean germs on
laptrays, swerhead lightfan controk, seatbels, arm, as well a5, head resk.

Prevenrt inpuries,

Injuries fram fallk and firewaks often occur araund the holidays. Use step stonk instead of
furniture wehen hanging decorations. Keep candles away from children, pets, walkways, trees
and curtains. Newer leave fireplaces, stoves, or candles unattended. Install a smoke detector
and carkon monoxide detectarin your home, Test and change the batteries regularly. Keep
potentially dangerous toys, food, drinks, household items, choking hazards (ke coins, hard
candyl, and other objects out of kids' reach. Keep children safe, develop and reinforce rules
about acceptable and safe behaviors for all electronls media,

Handle and preparefood safely,

Az vouprepare holiday meak, keep you and your farmily safe from food-related illness. Wash
hanids and surfaces often. Avoid cress-contamination by keeping raw meat, poullry, s2a food,
and eggs (including their juices) asay from ready-to eat foods and eating surfaces. Cook
foods to the proper temperature. Refrigerate prompthy. Do not leave perishable foods out for
more than twe hours,

Eat healthy, and be active.

With balance and moderation, ane can enjay the holidays the healthy way. Choose more veg-
etables and fruit. Select just ene artwa favarites fram the host of termpting foeds. Find fun
ways to stay active, such as dancing to faverite heliday music, Be active at least 2 ¥2 houwrs a
wieek. Helpkids and teens be active at least 1 hour a day,

Holidays are ako atime for families to get tegether and enjoy one another's company, and what
better wayto spend time thansiting and enjoying a movietogether. As families getready to gath-

ML AATARRAE G T TRE
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Holiday Health and Safety Tips

By Fosemary Welis

. ramt Ve Lo e 48

er ‘round the fireplace and the TV, here are a few great movies that are sure to
bring holiday cheer!

Black Naivity- Based onthe play of the same name wiitten by Langston Hughes,
Blads Mativity is the story of a troubled youth who meves in with his grandparents.
The movie focuses on the themes of family, forgiveness, hope and faith.

Lhristmas A Water's Bdge Speaking of fine angek coming down from heaven, Pooch Hall
plays an angeltasked with helping a matenalstic young woman (Kesha FKnight-Pulliam) ap
preciate the true meaning of C hristmas and remember there's . more ta life than poss essions.

’} - Each yearthere i that one coveted toy

,ﬂhat sends paremts imto & panic because of the belief that

‘getting it could make up for all the fimes they might have let

their children down, This movie pefectly expresses the tor

‘ ‘mient that comes with toy shopping, When the Turbo-Man

action figure makes an appearance on their son's lists, both

Arnold . Schwarzenegger's character and Sinbad atempt to
battle it out to get the toy an Christmas Eve!

- With the appearance oftheir oldest brath-
er, the W hitfield family i finally reunited and likke all Christ-
mas movies, famiky stress and drama inttially divide the clan, butinitially bring them back to-
gether, Through it all the Whitfigld family learns that being truthful to themsehes, and sup-
porting each ether s the most impotant thing to help therm all enjoy the Christmas holid 3

fhe HUDZU Christmas- After moving to a small Geargian tewn Mason and his recently di
vorced mother attempt to regain the joy they lost during the Christmas season, What & the
rermedyto do so™ Lost puppies! The EUDZEW's Christrmas B an adorably cute filtn that has an
aray of characters that appeal te different audiences. This movie gees ta show how hope,
lewve and openness can helpthose who are angry find solace thatthey needto heal

Dea Secret Eanta- Dear Secret Santa ks a perfect reminder toslow down a hectie [ife. When
Jdennifer goes back to her hometown to wisit her father, her life gets put on hold when he suf-
fers an injury while putting up Christmas decorations. On top of that, she begins to receive
secret admirer letters. This Lifetime original mevie & what snuggling up together and appreci-
ating life was made for.

- This meovie & focused on a young girltrying to bring her
parents back together. Though there are moments where the movie seems slighth slow, it
definitely enjoyable and children will appreciate the gaiety of the characters, the hope of the
protagenist, and the resaolution that renvinds the viewer that Christmas is a Yre for famiky.

- This & an aldie but goodie set in the 12580's but breadcast on the
Chretmas Eve of 1873, The plot ling imvatves a preacher who mowves to the Watt's section of
Los Angeles and missiors himselftesave souk and his church fram being demolished. Heart
-wirenching!

AL iR Al e g 1)
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Holiday Health and Safety Tips

By Rose mary Wells

il fres i e S
Have asafe, healthy and hlessed holiday seasan!!

And remember...

eoeeh &mﬁé anw

Technology Tip

Ry Rlieardn Villiams
Lising Mabile Wallets

Puring the halidey:-season, many people wil:-spénd a vast-amount of-timeshepping forspecial
Mems foi family inembars and elese friendd, Tominimize the 'aanying of éash o) dradit/debit eards,
rmany shoppers will be utileing the new mobilewallet technolagy, Theimobile technolo gy tonsizs
of sefbwvare applicatons-Hat can be installed en-ssmadphone by deainlosdmg fromihe app store
depeneling anthe type afsmant device.

The mohils wallets allew s nvdit phone us=rs (e abilite to store credit cards o banle acesunt infor
matlan toooarry out transactiors s uch as fransfen mg money ta afriend ar o a mefohant Al me
bile wallets do ot perfarm the =ame funetions, which lesds some smat phone users to Bsing
e e than ong mobile wallet: All of this 'mray soupd grest butihere-are some TEks to using the
meklle wallets. By censalidating credn or delit cards Inia a slhgle software application, simart
phone weis are being' exposed to-an increased sk of revesling Fanking Information wehich oan
|ead to dentity thefl.

If asmart phone & lestand found by an unauthorized Eer, pavmens gan be made with any’ debit
of eredit card that i linked o the moblle wallet applicatizn. Cnee an uraathorzed user has @
cess o the smad ghane, tramastion legs-can be viewed thatwillexpase financial habils-and ac
tiwithes . Maost'of the mobie Walle® allbw'soelalactvity such ds-a feed of fifénds on Facebook and
the aptians to pest franssctons te Faesbeah, Mastsaelal media us=rs do net hawvs Sthgt prhcasy
=ethings, If an anepymebs Ussr gEins adcess Iba pesons sofidl media aeeaunt, allsoris af per
sonal activity can be saposed including Helr wherealiouy.

U=ing mobile wallets can be a great benefibwlien ised propely and secured, When ehobsing a
mohliiz wallet applisation, tdie a lock atwhat operafing system the application cah Le us=d ah
and where the ransactons getstored-&lsp -mh what securlty featurestheapplication has-and |E
abilty to imegrate with soclal media Sppllicatiors . Atter all, helng safe and secure. with
=mariphoness doss fot start with thesofbaars applicatiors, Usem £houldtake-al, precautians and
safety measureswhen stonng pesonal data onsmart deviges. This technelogy feature willtake a
loak -t wameof these safety measlre later. Stay tuned Be Bless e
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2016 Dream Building and Victorious Living

By.danete B, Smith
Cetifed Smategic enenton & Mindsed Coaolr

Now,You _
Can Unlockg

VICTORY!®

If wee wantto create better for ourselves in 2016, we will have to do things differently. This be gins
with how we think, how we manage our emotions and what actions we take. The goal & 1o try
different ways to atack the same Esues, We can live victariously by working to get the mest eut
of life by maximizing what ive have and whatwe can achieve, whiletrusting that Godwill wrap He
super on our naturalthrough faver, grace, wisdom and strength,

Bettering our lives stars with renswing sur minds, Fomane 12.2) His my goalwith this column ta
share information aned resources that will help readers who are having trouble finding their pur
pose of their "footing” in this season of life. It & alko for those, ke same of my coaching clients,
who have already achieved great levels of success butstill feel unfulfilled insome areas of life. In

‘2018 wie will notonly be setfing and altaining goak -t & ako aboutenjoying the journey and living

fully present along the way.

First,.| ghallenge you to deal with the "If this, than #hat' way of thinking, For example, "f only |
could lose 50 pounds, than | could be happy." %ou can still aspire to lose weight bhut do NOT
resolve yvourself to anly be happy AFTER wou lose the weight: Find ways 0 enjoy life and be
grateful all along the way, There will always e something you wish were different or better: While
youwork to make changes just remermber, there & living, leving, sharing and caring to experience
between "this and that”

Secondly, please be honest with yours elf about vour hearts desires. Proverts 1312 says that
"hope deferred makes the heartsick " Whatis itvou are pursuing?Why do youwant it? Have you
stopped to pray and ask God if that 5 HIS will for yvou™? B it HIS desire that yvou have that thing,
that person, that experience that spend so much time trving to ebtain? Ifit & not His will for vou,
you are expending precious time, energy and effortin a direction that will not yield resuls. 1t could
caus e you great an<iety, pain or toukle tokeep pusuing what s outof His will,

2078 gan be a year of victarious |wing. Thie does not mean everything will be perfect. We wil
never reach perfection, butwe can live authentie, loving, rmeaningful, and jeyful lves that glorify
God and bring us fulfilment. | all starts with our decisions, Make a decsion to go after every

dieam God planted irside of you, Do not be afraid of the dream! It 15 the seed of your greater
purpose for this seazon, waiting to be bithed, Murture it and trust in the gift that you are to the

world. Pray andseek guidance and wateh God wm your dreams inta reality,

Resoume: From DOream o Reality. Mawgating the Path te Yeur Life Purpose. [ Acton § Joumal ]
www Dreamd RealityBook com
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
B% | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAD
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Docor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Oecamber 24, 2015 Chrismas Eve Candlgight Service, b om
Decamber 25 2005 Merry Christmas!

Decembier 31, 2075 Yole Felease Wanch Night Service, 100m

CHRISTMAS

Thatif you corfess with: yourmowth, “Jesusis Lowd “and believe i your keawt
that God raized fim from the dead , you wil be saved. Romans 1009

INDNJG




