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Pastor's Message

Lean Famward: Deepeni nag cur Faith
Hebrews 12:1-3

s 2016 God kept us through the tests and triak of 2015, God blessed us all year long with
grace, meiey, and favor. Bven though this s merely an aricle in a menthly newsletter, |think
it's fitting to pause and praise God for the miracle of life and the miracle of sesing brand new
opporunities before us as we begin this new yvear. Therefore, let's prase God for a new year
and a new season! HALLELUJAH!Y To God be the glory for the great things God is deing!
There are some who had a glorlous time In 2015 and are still riding that wawve. Let us pralse
God for asuccessful wvear, and let's keep on pracing God for what's to come!:

However, some of us went through some rough patches last year and almest lost it all Guess
what?We're still here! Let's give the Lord praise!!! | realze some lost people or things last vear
that were precious. The loss was real, and the hurtwas severe, Letus still praise God in honor
of that person or thing, for the good that person arthing brought to our Tives, and for the fact
that the loss didmt destrow us! s well, Isuggest that we praise God In advance for the healing
that will come this year fram the lesses of lastyear! The wounds we receiver last year don't
have to define this upcaming year..So, whatever wounds we endured last year, letus turn them
overto God. Cast wour cares upon Him becawse He cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). | have faith that
Godwill keep the promise that by HE stiipes, we are healed (|=aiah 53:5},

Pagior Faifel T Clayhim, Py 0

et there are stitl others of us who had an ordinany 2015 - justso so, The bottom of life didn't
fall out, but the heavers didn't open up either. Lets still give God thanks for Ged's power to
keep us through the commonplace seasons . of life, Though some of us may fear that 2018 weill
be more of the same, be advised: just because 2015 seemed noneventful, routine, ar predic
tahle, doesn't mean that 2018 will he the same. Let's be mindful that all things werk fogether for
the good of those who love God and are called according te Ged's purpose (Romars 8:28).
Lefs then rake opur expectatiors and believe’ God for miracles, mighty warks, and
breakthroughs!

Having faith in God & net just for these who have come through the monatony of 1ife; it's for all
of us, As a matter of faet, some of us have hegun this yvear with gquestion marks. & leved one
got deathly ill; unexpected financial Bsues emerged; a relationship took @ sour turn, or a loss of
stability in employment reared s ugly head. | can hear the words of the master, "Have faith in
God' (Made 11:22%

Cur theme for 2016 & Lean Forsard: O eepening Cur F ath. The biblical focus & Hebres 12:1-
3. The writer has an audience who tires of their fight with the world. This tiredness manifest in
their falling a~ay from of their © hristian responsikilties. One scholar says that the audience of
Hebrews suffers from "faith fatigue.” The purpese of this epistle & to deepen their faith for the
struggles they face.” In Hebrews 11, the writer de als with what faith s and how: it was exempli
fied by the matriarehs and patriarehs of the Old Testament 2z chapter 12 begins, the writer

S ksl oo s 7

Thormas Long, "“Wha Cloud? What Winess?; & Preacher's Exege sis of Hebrews 12:1-2" Mo & Wond
EE. no. 4 {Fall 2008 }; 350-353,
bid.
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names the afarementioned greup a eloud of witnesses and declares thatthis cloud surreunds his
readers. The writer 5 letting them know that they aren't the only ones who have endured strug
gles and harcships. There are others who can identify with their pains. The cloud of winesses
surraunds them - providing a place for their faith to be deepened and cultivated. Their testimonies
sdy tothe readerthat there is no situation that can blodk the development oftheir faith.

Lik ewwis e, a5 we make first steps into 2015 and "faith fatigue” begins to emerge, we can be a5-
zured that there are no limitations, no enemiss, no piffalls, no mistakes, no schemes, no Es ues,
no emergencies, no losses, noshame, no regret, na hurt; na aversight, no il intended act, or no
urintended mess up that can keep us from deepening our faith. We, too, are surrounded by a
great cloud of witnesses in addition te these in Hebrews 171 Richard Allen, Fredrick Douglas,
Jarena Lee, Harriet Tubkman, Sojourner Trith, Ida B, Wells, Martin Luther King, Jr., Resa Pakss,
Fannie Lou Hamer, F red Shuttlesworth, C. T, Wivian, Howard Thurman, and so mamy more. Their
stories tell us thatwe can maie it! Dur faith can be deepened intimes ke thie. Mothing can hald
s back, exeept usl

Just as the writer tald the first audience of Hebrews, |'tell us - "Let us run this race!” |mtrack, eve-
ry detail makes the difference between winning and lasing, especialy the unner's mechanics
The best posture for running s natwhere the runner's body i straight up, That puts undue stress
on the body and slows him or her down, The better posture is te LEAN FORWARD, This moves
the center of gravity for the runner forvard and helps the rurner gain momentimwith ease. In a
phote finish when itseems lkethereis a dian, the officiak look at the unners’ lean to see who
wins. The one who |leans farward the furthest & the onewhe reaches the finsh line first and thus
& declared the winner.

Thi i= aur y2arto LEAN FORWARDY

We are goingto dosa by following the advice of Hebrews 12 - taking off the weights and sirs that
can underming our race! Welghts are good for training but not for the race. Inthe race, they he-
corme impediments. They can help us prepare but cannot help us execute. Weights are those
things that keep us from reaching our goak ar that slow us down from aceomplishing them in
time. Sin, on the other hand, keeps us out of the race or puts us in the wreng race! Sin blocks
relatiorship with God - with the coach. If-a runner has a bad relatiors hip with the coach, he ai
she won't get putin the race, It's timeto lay all ofthose things aside. This & why 5t John has just
completed a 10 day fast from Jan. 515, We spent 30 days in prayer to end last vear, and God
led us to fast as we beganthis vear. God wants us to purge ouseles of what s halding us back.
Inorder o doosa, we must clearse and declutter our lives. We must remove the weights and the
sinsthat keep us from our Gad given purpese.

When we do, we are freed! We are free to move sw center of gravity fonward, to meve oul
thoughts fonmard, to move our caring fonward, to move our mission fonpvard, o meve our service
fonwward, ta mowve aur giving forward, te move our relatiorships fonward, to move our s eff-esteem
fonwiard, to move our families fonward, to move our marriages forward, to move our churehes for-
ward, to move ow communities fanward, to meve eur dreams fonward. Those weights and =ins of
A5 no longer define our 2016 race!

What defines aur 2018 race & how we lean forward. The writer of H ebirews suggest that wwe run
with patience the race set hefore & and look unto Jes us inthe process.

We lean forward by leaning bowand Jesus!

Let us run. Lets mace progress. Lets do at least one actwity thie year that goes toward owr
drearrs and Gods caling an our lives. Let's do so with endurance - with a mindset that it may not

AT A i |
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Christmas Program Was Straight Outta Bethlehem

By Lydia Cwens

This producton & on fack far a Grammy SAward nomination in all
categories. The stary is based around the events leading up to the
Christ child's hith and takes place in nane sther than the greatest
city in the hilile, Bethlehermn

It weas evident in the nmarrator's woice,
that she was anxiously awaiting the arrival of the newborn King., Her
enthusiasm and k nowledge setthe tone for what & thought fo be this
vears BEST PICTURE.

The epening act, Siraighi Ouita Bethlehem, rocked the house
andshwvcased the talents of one of kristina Jefferson. The next act
to hitthe stage featuredthe song "Withowt Him S Wally in the Light"
and pravedto be a hit and should eamm he nomination for Best Song
ameng the Grammy Neminating Committee. The ne=t two songs
pesed solemn questiors to the 'mether ef Jesus that were fitting for
the eceasion. "Mary Did You Hnow” and " Who Couwrd Imagine a
Hing™ are among two of the songs that pose questions that are still

being asked today.

MNext on'thescens, "0 LEfe Town of Bedhiehaem,” & said to be written after the composer, Phil-
llps Brooks, wisted Bethlehern in 18685, t was the sight of Bethlehem itself that may have given
him the impulse to write this hymn. The soloist's, Sharon Hidks, pedformance should sam hel a
nomination inthe Best Pefformanece Category.

| can only imagine being in this Iithe boy's shoes as he plai,red his bestfarthe baby Jesus. In his
search for Gods acsceptance, "The Little Drummer Boy" (arranged by Christina Sanders)'is a
story to which most people can relate. The song assures them that God & not interested in
their presents a much as their presence. After intermission and offering, the Christmas Chair
and the Youth Choir performed "Emmanud " "Happy Birthday Jesus " and "Peace and Fa-
war "

Mo Chrstmas husical would be complete without the exuberant celebration song, "Joy to the
Waorld." This hymnwas reportedly written in 1718 based on Psalm 88: Mae a joyful noise unta
the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noke, and rejoice, and sing prake. Sing urto the LORD
weith the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.

Stay tuned to the 2018 Grammy Swards next month to witness the many awards that will be gis
en to the Cast and Crew of Saint John AME Church for this show-stopping production of
"Straight Ouifa Bethleh em™!

Congratulations o ail of the contnbitors and The Best is Yetto Com e
Gast of Pefomers (in oder of Appearance).

Sherrnill Humphrey-Luwoye St Jehn Childriens Chair

kristing Jeffersaon
Shay Williams
Janette Smith
LaCaondria Bryant
Dejdre Wakon
Reginald Fearson
Christina Sanders
Mariah Gullatte

Sharon Hicks
Jamela Bradfard
Ashley Humphrey
Kaithn MeClung
Jennifer P atters an
Jason Gilmore
WP Cheir
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Christmas Program Was Straight Outta Bethlehem

By Lydia Owens
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Centered on
“Jesus the Light of the World"

By Paula Bliare

e N e e e | ! Ty oo ] 1-rln..--" s

o i '1 W E ] ClE i -H'

light Chretmas Eve Service. The wnr:ihlp sefvice was led by the HeverEnd Sheri Smith Clany-
bom. Members of the Naomi Council of the Stewardess Board participated inthe service. Sieter
Fowers gave the welcome, Sisters G harlsie Brooks and Eva Smith presented the Advent read-
ing, prayer and lighting of the Thrist Candle. Musicfor the service included a spectacular perdfor
mance of "Oh Hely Night" by Sister Sharon Hicks and bwo selections by the 5t John Praise
Team.

Works" taken from kaiah 25, He spoke an how God is trying to
gl believers to operate out of their strengths, and that He has
sampassion for them! God wants an exelusive relationship with
HE people. He loves them so much that He places the burden an

H i shoulders!

! - Pastor Clayborm brought the message entitled "Hi Shoulder Sl

_:I',r Communion was served and the service concluded with
_Erynne lighting their candles and singing "Jesus the Light of the
orld "
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Watch Night Service Celebrated the New Year

By Medra Mel aniel

On December 31, 2015 there was a celebration of the 2015 vear, burning af
yiokes from the past, and victory declaration for the future in 2016 The Rever-
end Sheri Smith Clayborm was the worship leader,

Ministry during the service included prages and woship through the: music that
was led by the St John Prake Emsemble and the Dance Mingtry. The opening
medley of songs included "Letthe Glory of the Lord Rise Among Us," "es,
“Wes, Lord” and "ou are Alpha and Omega.” The Dance Ministry accompanied
gach ofthese songs. Prayer was offered by the Reverend Meriam Garrettand
scripture was read from Hebrews 11:1-8 by Sherrill Luwoye.

Following a special New Year's video, the yokes were bumned, The burming of the yokes was a
cerermonmy of burning the papers that contained the things members did not plan te carry inte
20168, Aspecial song and dance ministryto the song "Benediction” followed,

Preceding the sermon, the Fraige Ensemble minstered insong a selection thatw as wriitten by
Pastor Claybarn, “Thank Yeu far Keeping Me."

The sermonwas entitled “Lean Forward,” Pastor Olaybomn beganthe message with
background of the suffering of believers atthe time Hebrews was written. He stated

that many ofthem suffered because of thelr public canfession affaith in Jesus G hrist
and they were wom outbecawse of their battles againstthe world. He compared their
situation o believers today who may be tired. To "lean formard” fom this state, he
indicated that they have to "deepen their undestanding of Jesus Chist” He ako
indicated that the theme for 2018 at 5t John B deepening faith, He used the exam:
ple of runners, as did the writer of Hebrewes, to illustrate how cengregants can "Lean
Farward' and deepen their faih with thesa three points,

1. Lean forvard by fasting. Weights are good fertraining but netfor the perfor-

mance; D eclutter and remove the weight and the sin that sets one apart from Ged.

Lean forward by going forward. Do something. Do at least one thing. Do yvour part and let

Godtaie care of the rest.

3. Lean forward by focusing en Himwithout distractions . Eliminate these things/people who taie
your foous off of Gad

]
a,

The message and the service concluded on a high note by claiming victory, Worshippers gath-
ered atthe altar for prayer at midnight and departing declaring vietory.
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happen eswernight but it will happen. Let's do
o with @ spirt of anficipation - that God's
blessing will come in Sad's timing. Let's rtun
the race that i set befare s - not the one st
hefare another, Ve will never win unning
someone else’s race. Even if we get a prize,
its a hollow victory at best Let's be true tothe
call God placed in us.

Let us run locking to Jesus! Jesus had great
faith, He had the faith ta wak onwater, calm
raging seas, heal the sick, raise the dead,
shine a light on injustice, and fight for the ep
pressed. Mot anly did he have great faith, but
he suggests that its available o us, He tald
his disciples to have faith in God. If they
would just eperate in-faith, they could tell &
meuntainta be removed!

Letfs lean toward Jesus. Thats what deepen-
ing faith & - deepening our wak with Him!
Lefs lean towward His Word. Let's lean toward
Him in prayer- in giving to othes - inserving
our church - in folleaing the call He's placed
onour lives. When we do, something wonder-
ful happens. "Trust in the Lord with all veur
heart and lean not-to your e understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will direct your path’ {Proverbs 2:5-6%, When
we |lean forward to Jesus, He guides us
thraugh the rage. The mare we lean by mak-
ing progress, the more He directs, The more
we lean in endurance, the more He blesses
with strength. The more we [ean in being ger
uine, the more: He allows  us to see in aur-
selves. The more we lean in learning, the
more He bestowws wisdom. The mare we lean
in giving, the mare He enlarges eur capacity
to serve. The mere we lean in seeking Him,
the mare we see Hi will far our lves. The
more we lean, the more we're able to move
formard in God's purpose for us.

The & euryear! This & ourtime! [¥'s 2018 -
the year we deepen our faith!

Lt s loan e’

Happy Mew Yearlll

Church School Class
Takes
“Extravagant Generosity”
Seriously

By Barbara Johnson

"The practice of genercsity describes the
Christian's urselfish wilingness fo give in order
to mahke a positive difference for the purposes
of Christ. Extravagant Genercsity describes
practices of s haring and giving that exceed all
expectations  and estend to  unezpected
measures, It describes lavish sharing, sacrk
fice, and giving in service to God and neighbor.
“ibkrant fruifful, growing congregations thrive
because of the edraordinary sharing, willing
sacrifice, and joyous giving of their members
out of love for God and neighbar”

It was a normal Sunday morning in the Adul
Church School Class when students gues-
tioned whether they were putting irte action all
that they were learming regarding being a gen-
erous gmer. B was time to put words into ac-
tion; they needed to do more. The call had ab
ready gone out reguesting donations for fund-
ing Tharksgiving food boxes far St John's
church-wide community service project. The
class decided then, to begin donating to & be
nevolence fund for Tharks giving and for
Christmas. The second offering would be
above what students normally gawve 'in their
class offering. Everyone agreed, for the next
couple af Sundays they would make a sacrifice
and give an extra offering. Before Thankzgiw
ing, M Gilmore, who served as the lead for
the project, announced that they had collected
a total of B5E5.00

The 30 plus members af the Adult Church
School Class agreed to purchase two food
boxes for Thanksgiwving and btwo boxes for
Christmas. A sugpestion was made to use the
remainder of the funds te purchase tems for
The Salvation Army Christmas Angel Tres for
Mursing Home Angels. Ten Mursing Hame A
gek, eightfemale angels and two male angek,
were blessed through the Nursing Home Angel
Tree, They received thelr wishes because of
the extravagant genemsity of the adult church

Al aamiiatenl cv e J A

Schnase, Robert (2007). Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations. Mashwille, TH; Aking-
daon Press,
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St. John A. M. E. Church 2016 Events

Dates are subject to change as thisis @ werking calendar

MNew Years Day( office closed)

Acquire the Dream Workshop (iTHRIVE/Koinonia)

Martin Luther King, dr. Day (office closed)

Chureh Sehosl Bowling (R edstone Lanes- Epm)

Cluarterly Reports Due

Churehrwide Wirter Gala, Springhill Suites Bowrtown Huntswville

10am Famiby & Friends Sunday- Invite family and friends to woship with us)

February Black Hitory Menth

1
)

10
1<

20
25-27

fdarch
13

21-23

April

10
13
1
20-23

Second Cuarterly Conference (Bpm)

Shrove Tuesday- Pancake Breakfast (5.30pm: 7:00pm)

LAsh Wednesday Worship Services- the Lenten Season begins-
Imposition of Ashes at 12noonfSpm

Founders Day Womship Service (10am)

Black Hitory Pragram- "A Night at the Museum” (2pm)
Motk est Board of Examiners (Birmingham)

Dance and Music Wakshop

Kolnonia Faith Cafe

Bay Light Savings Begins

FPalm Sunday

Holy Week Revival (Gpm nighthd

Maundy Thursday Worship Service (Gpmj

Good Friday "7 LastWards, St Philip AME Church, Atlanta, G4
koinonia Trp to- 2tlanta

RESURRECTION SURNDAY

Woarship Services - Gam & 10050 am! S8ame Easter Program'
Easter Monday (church effice closed)

Focus: Expanding Your Horizo ne

Life Skile Wokshap/Using Multiple Int=ligences Wokshop
WS Sunday (10:50 am)

Life Skile Wokshop/Using Muliple Intelligences Wakshop
Life Skill Wokshop/Using Mukiple Int=lligences Wakshop
th Epecopal District Mid-Winter Meeting, DPCP
Episcopal Exit Celebration

Keinonia Garme Night

Lifeskills WetshepMlsing Multiple Inteligences Warks hap

Women's Month Women's Day]

Third Cluarterly Conference (Gpm}

hMothes' Day

Pentecost Sunday Chureh Schoal (12noon &6 pm)

Pentecost Sunday (B am & 10 amworship services: 11 am witngssing)
Game Night{C hurch Scheol) - Bring your faverite game (Gpm-8:30pm)

Gith Episcopal District IKingelom Seekers Confergnce (MTEweskiend) - DPCP
Sth Sunday - Family & Friends Sunday

femarial Day { office clozed)

L ra el e e W)
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St. John A. M. E. Church 2016 Events

Dates are subject to change as thisis @ werking calendar

Tl A e 1)
June Men's Month [Men's Day]
& 10 Ministry Arts Camp for Children and Youth

15 SBHB Sunday School Camention (Sam-3pm)

12 Graduate & Retiree Recognition Suntday

1218  WBS

19 Fathers Day

July

< Independence Day (office closed)

213 S0l Cuadrannial Session of the General Conference - AME Church, (PA)

2225 Christian Edueation Congress, Troy U nnvesity

2 Ghurch School Back te School Celebration (Bpm-8230 prm)

b Sth Sunday- Family & Friends Sunday

August

< Fourth Ouarterly ©onference (Bpmj

20-21 iTHRIVE/Koinonia Fresdom Weekend

20 SBHE Hamest Home
kKoingnia "“Who Done 1" Mystery Dinner

21 iTHRIWE Sunday

September

4] Labor O ay (office closed)

&} WS Annual Comeention

710 Tih Session ofthe Mortlwwest Alabama &nnual Conference

23 Koinonia Game MNight

Ogtober [Free to Worship]

15 L Hurley Race- Team sponsored by the Koinonia Ministry {all are welcome to join)

18 Pirk Sunday

= Harvest Festival and He alth Fair

ps Movie ...a Classic (2pm-2dpm) Church School

20 Sth Sunday- Family & Friends Sunday

Movember

a Daylight S avings Ends

1 Weteran's Day

16 Thankful People Service

19 SBHEB District Planning Meeting

20 Pastors Aid Bake Sale

24 Thanksygiving Day [ office closed Z31d-25th)

Decembar

| Haeliday Shopping TripiDave and Busters { Opry Mille- M ashwille; TH)

- AMEN Taste Tea(immediately folloawing 10-50am s e mvice)

11 Chretmas Program

16 Game Might{Kainonias)

] Christmas Day ( 10am wors hip service) (church office closed 23 rd &26tH)

a Mew Years Eve Watch MightWomhip Senvice, 10 pm
{church office closed 30th & January 2nd)

danuary 2017

1 New Years Day{10am service onby)
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. |.1r| ﬂ: & ‘man of gteat sibstance and knoaledge The fife that he lved
: - : his ﬁfEtII'I'IEI are-celehrated as a National Haliday, HE bithday & han=
nﬂ::l-' ilgld-_fff ‘Errﬂﬂ n many Wways, including bredifasts, memorials and parades. However,
“one sheuld ask hew they ate Iving every day to honar hin? Is an effort made to help better the
Enmm:rhl!bﬂ Are people living by God's word and encouraging ethers te live a life withaut viz- |'
|1énee Often times thay get lost in the memory of Dr. King and forget about he |2 gacy that hl.ﬁ
h-EErHE'n‘rn plibﬂ The goalshould be to keep the legacy alive so that t may continue to lve. |I

h:ﬁ' oy of peace, hope, faith, obadience, and determination. The legasy & not just for rnlmnp"l'
| forth ||'I.I'|r1ﬂ but'alen for those generations wunborn, In order far Dr, King's legacy to lve, we muI."l;
gr.h.mi{“a‘ the black community to bulld each other up by giving badk, having faith In God, fre
mﬁ:r as e weld likete be trested, and avercoming stuations tBﬂE'ﬂ‘lEr To honarthe |ife of I.'.‘I:-.|_
.H‘ing and many others who paved the way for aur people, we must continue to advooate sa mﬂ
_justioe, teach aur children right from wrong, believe in owrselves, and trust thatGod B an HI.U_‘
‘Sfde. Br. Wing and his legasy will farevet live in aur heark 1
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~ Give Me the Way AR
ute to Martin Luther King) v
By Shetrl Luwoye
auth & e hame -
Gotton and Sugat & ainfar miles

Thoughtrauble seattérs the ground, give me e way
Framszplinters gained from sea sidd under

Fram manacles of wikt
, Andfetters of apkles
-- Gpe me the way

=

..ﬁnt..'.”-:-.-."‘: a

| am alive though fallen bannero ks for the wind abave me
Th:ll.rgh Ifnr_n and fire :Ia.n'udle near by

Lam nJ]'u'!wItl'l zhining slumber

- . Ge frnt'n me tails of fleed mlr'rtige borrowed back into bondage
|'1 1% '.I'I.I'Lﬂ'| ne mare menial for me or master for abhot

i Ghve me the way and one sagleswings and | will fiy

H-:‘._
e, G

P EHE-I‘HE‘thEH‘H_ﬁI’ wiith enough dream for tom orrow's tomor row
F With oo more bitemess for morning or maurning for night

] But valar and noweary for my feet 111
Give me rays fromthe-Son and all thewings of God's sky _:
With glee forsunrse and peace for midmght o
Grve me hopeful reveans forthe world

Andshould | fallfrom the balceny of myslumber et my dream shoutfrom above
We-are not-dead!

The bones of pur bodies are not caffirs!

O flzsh B net meaningless ground e have been ' losered into
Clurcalor & oursong
Lpd pur sang s beautiful

Thesouth & my home and | will Aot be swept off iy frent pareh
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Technology Tip
By Ripards Williams

]
&
- 3]

Az mentionad o previeus teohnology ops.
garyiy ‘aaeh & BEcaming: ohsalEtE n
this teeh savyy maclel N ewad ays, canating-
ge= are wEing the mehbile wallet E=shnalogy
and @ new means of a oieditfdebil card that
bxes the ehlp card teshnslopy. Thie teshnole
gy e been us=d n pther gauntnes-for guits
some-fire-and 5 now starting to be used
heawily in the Upited States . When fraveling
in Eurape, be pifepaied to he required o use
# | ehip: eard &t almestall merehlants,

The chip card & 5 aredil e debit caid that &
embedded with a mictachip. The ship sieates
A ore-time  unigie code wilven the card &
uzed at's ahip enabled regiter By using the
ghip eard, \na ascaunt numbels ar =djziratian
dates are trans mitted’ bebween the custamer
and the merehant, Once the unigue codé has
lpeery, generated, |t Heat impessible o be
replicated. This helpsto prevent the possipil
the Bf oountzifed actities. The ihip sards
provide more:-secunty and asse of e vesus
3 genetic debit of gredt gard, Using the chip
catd does not rach persopal o purchase
histery oy loeatian iInformatian, There are ni-
e ous: gases where debitferedit card have
beenttolen o used With sut sutherzstian,

[Ethe stores that vou mayshop N aceept the
ghip eard, youd Wil be =ked o insertthe &nd
ofthe card that eontsns the ahipinta the ten
mijnal instead of sWlping [f the teiminals a8
fred ghip Enaliled, el gan sl swipe o
pard the same as abways Although net all
stotes have adepted the ehip'card technela:
gy, the eah iepister terminal withy ship el
nelegy s e-decaming astandare After all, i
Hwbete be sautiows when using sredivdehit
pardsTar purehasing. By having & credivdelin
gatd with the eship ecard technology, an extra
laver of seeutity & provided

their ves.

Soup Kitchen

A Standing
Invitation
By Charlsie Brooks

"Behold, | stand atthe door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, | will come in to him and dine
with him and he with me.”

Revelation 3:20

St. Johr's Monthly Soup Kitchen stands and
imvites everyone in an the threshold of a fresh
Mew Year, We look back atthe year st past,
where we were blessed to serve over 2000
meak, and leok forward to the year unfolding
before us.

Pz we stand, we hear a knocking at the doar,

k& our Savior, Jesus. Ghrist our Lord and we

apen iwide t_hi'E' door. He enters and we are
filled anew with the glary and joy of Hi pres-
ence—the newness that will carry us through

this Mew Year.

We extend to you to erter and stand with us
& we provide to those many seskes: men,
weorren and young people at the cressroads of
Some deep in sorrow and same
cvenhelmed by fear and doubt

Ot Lore has given us new eyes inthe light of
this Mew Year to cast our gaze on all those
whe come. Ouwr heark are moved. And in
Hirm we willingly serqe them onthe 3™ and 4"
Tuesdays of each month, We willingly do all

‘tatHe would have us do.

Please join us together in the unfolding vear,
& we receive the wonderful jovs of service
with every helping cup of soup or bagged
lunch that we serve. Help us as we try to ako
guide the lost and lonely into the bright light of
our Saviors love. We will be there and imvite
wou to help us arswer the Lord's knodd an the
door of the heats and lwes of those who
COM &

Again, we are readyl We imvite: you to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder, faith-to-faith to minigter
to those whose faith may be floundering and
whe may be atthe lowest ebh of their lives,

Happy New Year and Thark You.
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2016

The lessan reviews for February were written
by Brother Kenneth Parham.

February 7, 2018

Lesson Title: Passower

Lesson Scripture: Exodus 12:7-14 Nume
bers 28:16-25; Matk 14 12-28

Prirt: Exodus 12:1-14

Dewtiond Songs: #5530 #2732, and #243

Hey Yerse: "This day shall be a day of re
membrance for yvou. You shall celebrate it as
a festival tothe Lord; throughout yvour genera-
tions you shall observe it as a perpetaal ordi
nanee’ { Exodus 120143,

inthie lessan, God gave the lsraelites step by
step instructions on whatto do in preparation
for HE passing through Egypt and unleashing
the deadiest of the ten plagues that would
indeed lead to the Pharash satting the [srask
ites free. The plague would kill the first barn
malex (man and animal Iwing in Egypt
God's instructiors centzied an the 5 election of
a year-old unblemished lamb to be slaugh-
tered, the blood smeared on the wa dool
posts and on the limel of the houses, the
whiole lamb was te ke grilled ever a fire and
eaten with leavensd bread and biter hetbs.
God instructed that the lsraeltes would eat
the meal clothe d, with zandak e their feet a
staff in their hands and to sat the meal hur-
riedly. Sod instructed that any uneaten meat
was 1o be bumntbefore suntiee. Godindicated
that by observing these Instructiomns, He would
pass by the homes of the Brasltes and not kil
the first born.

Mozes cammanded the lEraeltes @ remerr
ber and celebrate God's wokings as a perpet
ual ordinance. The Jewsh historians have
called this celebration, the Passaver, Indeed
God passed aver the Eraglites In His dealings
weith the Egyptians when delivering the krast
ftes fram captiviby.

February 14,2016

Lessan Title! Feast of Wesls

Lesson Scripture: Leviicows 2315-22; Nunr
bers 2825 31; Actls 2:1-35

Print Lewiticus 23:15-22

Devotional Songs: #4115, #2838, and #243

Hey Yerse! "YVou shall count until the day af-
ter the seventh Sabbath, fifty days; then you

shall present an offering of mew grain to the
Lord” (Levitiows 2360

Bazed onresearch, t & noted that the Feast of
Wieeks was in celebration of the first fruits of
the wheat harvest that the Jews were com-
manded ta piesent as an offering of new grain
to the Lard. Meted in this lesson, the offering
was to be two loaves of hread measuring two-
tenths of an ephah, made with fine flour and
baked with leaven. Along with the fist frui
afferings, the Jewes were abo to offer sewven
fistyear lambs that were witheut blemish
along with ene youny bull and twe rams, 4n-
other important requirement of this feast was
thiat, when the Jews harvested their fields, they
were required to leave the cormers-of the field
utauched and net gather any gleanings from
the harvesi

Religious schoelams agres that there & =ignifi
cance noted in the fitty days that God com-
manded the Jews towait before celebrating the
first Feast of Weeks. This first celebration was
held fitty days after the first Fassover, the time
naoted for the Jews [eaving Egypt, until the first
wheat harvest God was laying the foundation
for the celebration of a great Feast af Weshs In
which Jeswus would be socified s the
"Passover Lamb" and rise from the grave as a
lving symhbolism of the fist frut  Follawing
Jdesu's resunection, He spert the nest forky
days teacghing His disciples befare ascending
to heaven Fifty days after Hi resumection,
Jesus sent the promised Holy Spint to dwell
with the dsciples and smpoer them for minis-
try. The promized Haly Spirt arived on the
Ray of Pentecost, which & anothel name foi
the F east ofWeds,

And finally, the significance of leaving the cor
ners of the fields untouched and not to gather
any gleanings from the harvestwas explained
& Godshewing his Infinte mesyio HE people
and lkewse , they should shew mercy to the
poor (verse 229,

February 21, 2016

Lesson Title: Day of Atonement

Lessan Scripture; Lewviticus 16; 23:36-32; Num-
bers 28:7-11, Helirews 7:256 28, 8:24; 10:4-18
Print Leviticus 18:11-18

Dewtiond Songs: #4005 #77 and #243

Hey Yerses, "Thus he shall make atonement
AL il v e A )
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A il o s d )

for the sanctuary, because of the unclean
nesses af the people of Israel, and because of
their transgressions, all their sins; and so he
zhall do for the tent of meeting, which remain
with them in the midst of their unclean
nesses” [ Lewviticus "HS 16},

The Day of Atonement 1z noted as being the
haliest of the celebration that the Jewns ol
serve annually. During the time of Moses, the
mast high priest was to enter the place of the
meroy seat (dwelling place of God's presence)
and was to offer @ sin offering for himself and
his howsehold, & well as a sin offering for the
children of lrael The celebration centersd
around the priest washing his body prior to
daming special saciamental clothing in orde
to enter the sacred ground. and slaughtering
beth & bull and a_goat for the blood which 5 to
be sprink led onto the front of the mercy seat
farthe atonement of sins

Later in this chaptet of Leviticus (werses 20-
229, twas noted that a Ive goat was ako of-
fered a= 3 scapegoat for the sins of the chik
drien of Izrazl, The goat was brought to the
attar and the high prisst was 1o place both
hands amto the harms of the goat and confess
all of the zirs of the children of Erael  Afte
this, the goat wes 1o be led away and set free
in the desert. Believers can ieflect badi and
achnanledge God's plan for salkation to Be
Jesus as the scapegoatfar the sirs af humani

ty.

Febsruary 28, 2016

Lesson Title: The Feast of Booths

Lesson Scripture: Lewviticus 23:33-43. Mum-
bers 28:12-40; Deuteronomy 1613 17; 1 Co-
rinthiare 15:20-28; Revelation 141-5

Print: Leviticus 23:33 43 )
Tentative Devotional Songs: #525; #2517, and
#2413

Hey “erse; "Yvoushall live in booths for seven
days; all that are citizens.in lrael shall live in
booths, so that your generatiors may know
that | make the people of Israel live in booths
when | brought them out of the land of
Epgypt" (Leviticus 2342 43,

The lesson commentary indicates. that this
time of celebration, Feast of Booths, was the
last of the feasts that God planned and conr
manded that the |sraeltes observe. Upon re

flecting on this lessan, one sees that God was
not ank concermned with stiet guidance In ob-
sening Holty oocasions but He was ako con-
cemed with allewing the children of Israel ta
have and to tahe an opportunity te reflect, fel
lewmhip and celebrate on He goodness.

In this lesson, God gave the children of lrasl
seven days to observe the Feast of Booths.
He gave foursimple instrustions to obey during

the festive period; they are; (1) thatthe Israel-
ites. were not to do amy woik 1elated to their

individual pecupations, (2) that on the first day
af the festival, the children of Israel were to
gather the fruit of majestic rees, branches of

palm trees, boughs of leafy trees and willow
branches, () the children of Israel and their
chouseholds |ved in booths for the seven days

{a humbling reminder of how God provided
sheler and food during the forty vears jourmey
to the promised land) and, () they oelebrated
Gods goodness for the eight days, az the
eighth daywas ako a day of rest

Church School meets
each Sunday at 9:45a.m

There are classes far all ages.

Church School Class
Takes
“Extravagant Generosity”
Seriously

By Barbara Johnson

I e i S g T

schoal class. Their wishes included requests
far pants, shirts, scarves, toiletries, pajamas,
nightgowns, sweaters, and sweat suits.

The: Adult Church Schosl Class saw . a need
and through their love for God and their neigh-
bor, made the decision to do mare, give more,
and sacrifice more, so thatothers could feel the
love of God and that they could fulfill the com-
mandmentts SERVE.

"You will be enriched in ewvery way for your
great generasity.” (2 Carinthians 8;11)
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Understanding | Church School
o o Cholesterol and Its Risks Book Club
RIS e {Taken fram GlaxoSmith Kine Research)
> Submitted by tartha Smith
Eh“".' Januay 2016

" Hh

Cholesterol & a fat- lke substance produced hy
the liver, It is also an animal steral found in
foods fram animal products. High cholesterol
puts your health at rigk. It can cause heart dis-
ease and heart attacks. Heart disease & the
numkbker ane killer inthe United States.

High chplesterol does not cause symptoms
and, therefare, many people do not know that
their chalesteral & high. High cholesteral ean
happen at amy age. It affeck beth men and
wamen. The hody needs some cholesterol ta
mai e hormones, vitamin [, stc. When the
body has too much cholesterol, t can build-up
in the wals of blood vessek called arteries.
When the arteries become narrow as a result

. of this bulds wp, they become narrow and

Sloww or block bBlood flow fo the heard. Blood
brings needed meygen to the heart;

Understanding Tatal Cholesteral
DL bad) ehalesterel blacks arteries

JHDL (good) cholesterol prevents cholesterol
(from building upin the arteries.

Trighyeerides — fats carried through the blood
sfream '

Total cholesteral & normally less than 200,
with the LDL narmally being less than 100 and
HOL normal being 80 or above. Trighcerides
are aermally less than 150,

Controlling Cholesteral Risks

Chaolesteral rsk factors that a person cannot
control are age and family histary, Cholestersl
levels tend to tse with age. Genes play a part
in howy much the body produces and, as a re
sult, high cholesterolseems fo run infamilies.

Cholesteral rigsk factors that can be controlled
are weight, activity and eating hahit. Excess
weighttends to elevate LOL (bad) cholesterol
levels, If needed, lose weight to lower choles-
terol. Physical activity helps to lower the LBL
and raise the HOL levek.

Foods ako affectthe cholesteral level. Plan for
at least 30 minutes of physical actvity each
day. Eatfoods that are highin fiber and low in
fat. Other rigk factors include smoking, and
hypertension. i presoribed, talke me dication to
lewwer cholesteral

BEoussion Date: 16danuary 2018
10:00 AM. —11:30 A M.

Tha Chowr Director 2 Ronaway Bride, Carl We-
ber, 2015

February 2016
D scussion D ate: 20 February 2018
10:00 &M = 11:30 AWM.

The Hushand 5 Seciet; Liane Mariarty, 2015

Mt the heart of The Huisband 5 Secret B & lettsr
that & not meantto:beread...

My daning Cecifia,
if you e eading this, then 've died. .

Imagine your husband wrote you a |etter, to be:
opened after his death: Imagine, foo, that the

letter econtairs ki deepest, datkest secret—
somiething with the potential to destroy not &nly
the Ife you have built together, butthe lves of
others as well-And then imagine that vou stuns

ble across that letter while yvour hisband & still
very much alive,

Cecilla Fitzpatrlck has achieved ttall—she & an
incredibly sucoessful businesswoman, = pillar
of ker:small community, & devoted wife and
mather. Her life & & orderly and spotless as
her home. But that letter & abaut to ehange
everything—and not just for her. There are oth
er wemen who barely know Eecilia—r each
other—but they, too, are aboutto feel the earth:
shattering repereussiors of her hushand's se-
cret; - Armazon

Moving Soon?

Be sure to infarm the church effice ﬂ:':--.,

of address, telephone number and

e-mall changes. Because the 5t & .,_ Ll
John AMEN & mailed at a buk o ey
rate, it notferwarded to rew ad

dresses, The postal semvice returns the news-

letter to the church at a rate of about $150 pei
newsletter (about four times maore than it cost
tosendthe newsletter at the buk rate), M otify-
ing the effice in advance of moves will help to
reduce this expense

Thank you. The St. John AMEN Staff.
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2016: The Year of Purposeful Living

By Janette B Smith
Certifed Stategic ienenton & Afndset Coaol

v

.

> Wl 57072
-

| LS

As e start a new year, | am reminded of & quote by B Marin Luther King Jr., whose Ife aned
legacy & celebrated this month. Perhaps you have heard itorseen it shared online, "Faith = tak-
ing the first step even when vou don't 2ee the whale staircase” Thatsentiment & 8 crucial keyto
manifesting dreams and waling sutpurpase in 2018,

Mo matter what dream you are woking on, you will not get any cleser to it by ‘chediing out o
ghving up. Even when motivation |s waning, or resources seem lonw—keep showing upl You will
also be more motivated to keep showing up i you develop a practice of celehrating your zmall
wirs, Achnowledging =mall wirs builds your eonfidence, connecfiors, knowledge and moves you
clesartovour geal. Wes! Balby steps count!

We can no lenper afford to take a lackadaisical approach te finding and eperating inour purpese
There & a hurting world with hurting people wating for us to step fully into the aEsignment for our
lives in this zeazon Perhaps you feel God & done with you! you have completed ajab, retired, o
meved arfram ane vecation. Perhaps you have raised the kids and are now an empty-nester, 4s
long as you are here breathing air, purpase ramalns in you,

Furposeful living i grounded in intenfion. Do yeu pray and ask God what He &im s for you nes?
What keeps oalling autto vouT Whatdreams have you left urtouched? H ave you settled far living
off of the success of the works God did through yau 10, 15, 20 yvears ago™ Do you not 'think He
desires towok through you in THIS season? God & a God of purpose and planning. To every-
thing there & a season, Whatseason are you in?

These are the questions to ask yoursef this first month of 2018 followed by, "“What's HEXTT You
will know the answer to that wihen you investigate what will be discussed in Febrdary's article —
your "BIG FATWHY!"

A5 akways, | pray that Sad will bless vou to lve an empowered life, one of joy and meaning. Be-
come all that you are meantto be every day so that net only are you built 'up, but that you may
helpshape and change the world for Hes glary

#BeEmpowered

-
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Weekly Prayer Time each Tuesday at Noon

Conferance Call Credentiak

US Toll Number (5303 881-1212 Mezting |D: B76-863-040

Listen tothe playback any time.

Playback Number (5301231-12159 Meeting |d B75-B63-040




st. John A M.E N January 2016 Fage 20

.= | S, Johin AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Jenwary &9, 206 Winter Gata, Soringhill Sulfes, 700 o.m.
Fehruary 10, 2096 Ash Wednesday Service, 800 o.m.

February 14, 2016 Foundars Day, 10.00 am .,
The Fevemend Dr. James Miter Gues Preacher

2016/

NEW YEAR

Thatif you confess with your mouth, “Jests iz Lomd ™ and believe in your heant
INDNIC that God raised him fiom the dead, you wil be saved. Romans 10:9
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Pastor's Message

Black History Still Matters

Joghuad:1-8

In rmy sophomore year of high schaol, | enralled in world Kistory, The: text book was made up of
diffarent unis. Each unit covered-the history of & continent. Allof the units had several ehap-
ters..except one, The unit on Africa enly had one chapter! Think about all ef the countries with-
in and all ofthe rich histery of Africa, and this texth ook - which was published in the |late 1280s -
only had one chapter to cover the binthplace of the Afrlcan diaspera. One of my classmates and
| were excited to study the history of Africa and couldn't wait te get to that pointin the course.
When we found that there was onbyf one chapter, we were very disappointed, Our teacher - a
wihite male - apologized to the class for the book's dearth of material and promised to bring in
supplemental resources to make our study of Africaworthwhile. Tm glad to say that he fulfilled
his pramise.

That story frem my childhood has great significance. as | think about the reasonwhythis coun-
ty gelebrates Black History Month, Owr history has been excluded, minimzed, trivialized,
Pasior Fairiek T Cleghom, P 0 mock ed, parodied, dietorted and abused since the first forced arrival of Africans anto this land.
Even a= recently as two years ago - according to 3 trusted source - cerain school systems in
MissiEsippi moved to exclude slavery from their American History books! Instead, they wanted
the textte briefly mention involuntary s ervitude!

This country's celebration of Bladk Hstory Month = an acknowledgerment of the worth and need
for. Black History to be included in the totality of American History. To be clear, this country did
nat come up with the concept of Bladk history month! Carter &, Weoodson founded "Megra His-
tory Week" in 1826 around the hithdates of President Abraham Lincoln and Frederick
Douglass. In 1976, Kent State University began to celebrate Black History Month, African
American history was fist recognized by African Americans for African Americars. Later, the
country embraced this celebration in 1875, President Gerald Ford admitted that Black Histary
had heen everlooked and undervalued in this country. In ne way did Carter &G, Woodson, Kznt
State, or President Ford ever suggest than Black History was hetter than other histories. Net
ther of them decried the study of ather histories. They only highlighted Black HiEtory because of
how ithad been mistreated,

This & why it B so necessary to uplift the phrase: "Bladd Lives Matter" Just as Negro History
Week and Black History Month were not readily embraged, the movement around Blads Lives
Matter has retwith opposition. Of course, the voices of hatred and fear found in racism and
classEm continue to show their woeful ignorance as they attach the Black Lives Matter cam-
paign. &5 unforunate as that s, that negatvity 5 not surprising. Howeyer, what i mare alarm:
ing & the countel movement to Black Lives Matter. K= the “&1 Lives Matter' moverment. it
seerms to he aresponse based on 3 decomfort with Black Lives Matter, This campaign & under
the mitadien notionthat Black Lives Matter s suggesting that Black lives matter mare than oth-
ers. Just as Black Hitory 5 no more important than any other history, Bladk lives are ne mare

S e o g 2
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impertantthan other Ives. Just & Black Hitory has been mistreated more than other histories in
this country, Bladk lves have been mitreated dEpropordionately more than other lives in this
country. The Black Lives Matter movement & only suggesting that Black lives are more in dangei
imour eountry than ather lives. Recently, two Unitarian Universalist congregations (one in Mew
Jersey and the other in Mewvada) posted Black Lives Matter signage on their grounds. In koth, the
sigms were either stolen ar vandalized more than onee. The vandak spray painted overthe sigrs
with either “white lives matter* or “all lives matter.”” The response of those churches 5 simply
rmagnificent. They have both resolved to continue putting up the signs. They refuse to be deterred
by the acts of fear,

Surprisingly, this All Lives Matter eampaign i embraced by a number of African Americans. |
have witnessed some proudhy s ay "All Lives Matter” in spposition to "Blads Lives Matter” Those
pemons seemed to be under the same impression that by declaring Bladk Lives Matter they were
somehow impos ing a claim of superiarity over othes of a3 different hue. Intheir hurrytea chasten
wiho they believe fo be ill-intended African Americans and to make cormfortable whio they fear are
harrified whites, they, too, have missed the heart of the Bladk Lives Matter message. To think
that one's declaration of self-lowve is only attainable through the hatred of another confines that
person to an inescapable prisem fo provide: love for others, ong must hate oneself Bvery
Christian needs to be cognizant of this demonic plot and 1ealze that it's contrary to the message
of Jezus. The Master said that we must love ow neighbor AS ouseles!  we are not leving
ourselves, we are unable to love others.  we dare ta love others without loving aurselves, we
=&l the groundwork for slavery, Jesus tell us that loving sef and lowing others is not
contradictony.

Inthe same way, All Lives Matter and Black Lives Matter are not conmtradictary phrases. In order
for all lives to matter, Black lives must matter. Each life has to matter for all lives fo matter. As
well, ta highlight ene paricular Ife or a group of lives does not nagate the idea that all lives mat-
ter, What & sad & thatthis simple logic must be explained in our advanced society. | am clear
that it needs to be explained because there are those who interpret the Black Lives Matter cant
paign & a public cryto murder police officers atwill.

If this sentiment: & at the heart of our country {or at the hearts of many of those in our countryg),
then it makes serse that the highlighting of Black Hietory would meet certain difficulties. Just as
vee must love ourselves to love others, we must appreciate our history in erder to appreciate the
history of others. For all history to matter, Black history must matter. Guess what™ tstill does!l!

Black Lives Still Matter!ll

Black History Still Mattersi!!

‘Bee httpfmynevws=l comineaslo salbladi- Ives -matte s sign-stolen-from: re ng- ehureh-again; bt
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Bishop Richard Allen:

Reflections on a Rich and Historic Legacy
By Bridget J. Floyd

Fehruary & & significant manth for the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church 2 it & the
rronth inwhich founder Richard Allenwas born, The AME Church celebrates Founder's Day en
the second Sunday in February. This year maks the X0th annivers ary of the founding of the
AME Churgh in 1218: The AMWE CGhurch has the dietinction of being the first African American
ghurch started inthe United States. It eurrently has more than 2.5 Million members. Hitary de-
notes the importance of Bishop Allen and the AME Church in &merican history, extending beyond
thesignificanceto the denomination.

Richard Allen was barn Februans 14, 1750 in Philadelphia, PA. {Founder's Day this vear was
celebrated on the actual anniversary of Allen's birth.} In his Wwenties he purchased his freedom,
He wors hipped at 5t George's Methadist Episcopal Chureh and is known farwaking out of that
chureh, along with Absalom Jones and other African Americars, afterchurch officerss atte mpted
to remove the pesors of color as they prayed. This began a movement that resulted in social
activeEm, economic independence, education, religious growdh, and caring for ethers (during a
vellow-fever epidemic), Bethel Church {later known as "Mother Bethel') was built on the sité of
the bladks mith shopthat Allen purchased and served a5 a humble setting in which they could
worship after leaving St. Georges Church.

On February 2, 2018, the year that marks the 200th anniversary of the founding of the AME
Ghureh, a commemarative stamp inthe "Black Heritage” series was offered forsale. The Richard
Allen stamp was made possible by the signatures of AME's and friendsfsupporters who recog
nizedthe impartance of a stamp commemarating Behop Allen. Many 5t John members sulmit
ted =ignatures.

G ourrenths there are sic (B) 5t John members who have attained licentiate status . They are pulr-
suingvariows fracks of licersure per the AME Discipling. They were asked to give their perspec
tves on Righard Allen, the AME Church, and o indicate how their eallingfas pirations have been
impacted.

Sister Ashley Humphrey, who & pursuing the tinerant track, indicated that she was impacted by
Richard &llen before jeining the AME Church., She noted that the "social activem stood out”
aleng with helping others and dealing with economic ghallenges. She noted that the "legacy of
sopcial justice for not justus, but for everybody” stood outto her. Sister Humphrey indicated that
after heceming an AME she & learning as part of the AME C hurch that "the call is beyond the
walls of the AME Church. Its reputation preceded it ..t & a lightta all denominatiors”. Interms
af herealling, Sister Humphrey indicated that different denominatiors have differentcalls and that
"I believe ['ve been called to social justice which & a part of the AME Chureh.”

SEter Shemll Amber Humphrey luweoye B pursuing the evangelisttrack, She compared Richard
Allento Br, Martin Luther King, Jr, in that “his dream & our reality,. They dreamed for the commu-
nity as @ whole, not for themselves”. She noted that “this irspired me to my call’, and that self-
le=sness & not typical in today's society, Regarding the impact of AME Church history, Siter
Luweye stated thatshe & new to the AME church (approximately five vears) butthatshe & im-
pressed thatthe church grew at a time "when we weren't allowed to have ownership” and thatthe
church "blends the history and spirituality. .. tells the story of how we are pregressing & a people”
She indigated that in addition ta the impotance of not being “confined ta the balcom®, the AME
church "ake allowed wiamen to be able to be who God called them to be... the AME. Church &
leading in that area”, Sitel Luwoye reported that she feek "God led me to the AME Church ta

Vi Tartierae il can o 41
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Bishop Richard Allen:

Reflections on a Rich and Historic Legacy
By Bridget J. Floyd

Lt it |} eear e )
accept my call. | don'tthink | weould have heen able to do this in another denominaticon." She
declared, "l am AMEN I'm happy to be a part of what God & doing”.

Siter Jennifer Patterson, Ph.D. & pursding the tinerant erdination track. She indicated that
Richard &llen was "a person who was called by 'God himeelf, he had a spesial comviction in his
heart, particularly inthe way he wanted to worship. He tusted that God would make a way™,
She noted thatthe history ofthe AME Church has been associated with "commiment to s ocial
justice fram the beginning - freeing slaves, the underground railioad, Brown AME in Selma, and
Emanuel AME in C harleston; the combination of social and spirtual ksues.” In terms of her call-
ing, Or. Paterson indicated that "I'm cemmitted to and encouraged that they got through and they
trusted God and I'm leaning and trusting on the same God. I'm here to do whatever He would
lead me ta do.”

ater Lillie Rivers s pursding the exhorter track. She noted that Allen was "a man with a great
inner strength.. had aservants heart. He used his time, talent and treasure to imsure his people
had asernse of belonging. His bravery [and] sommitment to justice was a calling from God", She
noted that the bladcsmith shop was an example that one can “take what God gives you. . with
Gods help you can be successful. We taie freedom to worship for gramted but itwas nottruein
hiz time, |[ttakes inner peace to stay under controlwhen people come at you. As Chistians we
have to fight itwith prayer and intelligence”. Sister R ivers indicated thats he embraced the AME
history and that she was impressed with the structure. She reported that she learned "everything
should be done in an orderly fashion”. She noted she was taught as a child to be in God's ser-
vize ... this has made a difference in my whaole life... He expected me to act ke He child’. She
noted that while she has been imvoled in 'ather denominatiors in her adult Iife, she Was returned
to the AME structure. She noted the church has affected her life and calling and "my calling &
frem God"', She added that Sunday school and Bikle Study have given her a steng foundation
and that her desire is to give her best as she responds te God's eall.

Sister Janette Smith s pusing the evangelst trac. She indicated that she feels connected to
Richard Allen "in the spirt of empowerment’, She noted that his workk to "empower peoplein all
area of lfe (beyondthe church walls) & where | connect as a minkster of the gos pel and evange-
list His heartheat wis to see people equipped in every practical way”, Siter Smith referred to
Allen's association with Reverend Absaloam Jones, with the "Free African Society to offer social,
financial guidance, and medizal care helped ow people elevate their thinking, expand their
k nowledge and hopes for a higher standard of living.” She stated, "l hope that God will use me in
that way so | can impact people's lives and help them”, She noted that her prayer & "that God
will akko use-me 1o help people establish a heightened level of self-determination and persanal
empowermentta fully live inthe purpoze God intended.”

Brother Justin Yark & pumsuing the tinerant track . He indieated that he was impacted by Richard
Allen's perseverance and determinaton to move forward with the calling God gave him despite
the numerous challenges faced. He noted the AME church has "a rich hertage” which impacts
hirn because he has "been AME all my life’. He indlcated that athough he will be thify (30) vears
af age this year, he & "still learming rew things abeutthe AME chureh.” He noted he is paricular-
Iy impressed by the operatioreforganzation of the church, and that the beginning of this cccumed
“whenthey had little to work with, they put ittogether and it's still standing’. Brother York indicat
gdthat his calling has bheenimpacted and inspired by these factors.

May God hless these individuals whe have-arswered God's call and are ako imspired by Founder
BiEehop Richard Allen and the distinguis hed history of the AME church
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oth Sunday Friends and Family Day

By Medra Mel aniel

This year every Sth Sunday & designated "Friende and Family D &' at 51, Jehn, The first Sth
Sunday in 20168 set the tone for the year, St.Jobn was everflowing with members, friends and
family and the presence ofthe Holy Spiritweas ewvidert through the praise, prayers, music and the
preached word. There were twio special components to the service that made this such a special
day,

5t Jdohn & blessed ta have the dynamic leadeship of
“Team Glavborn" as they each use their mamy spirtual gifts
Cincluding preaching, teaching, counseling, guiding, organiz-
ing, singing) to shepherd the St. John family and communi
ty. On this special 5th Sunday, "Team Claybarmn” bBrought
the'Waord using a form of fagfiteam preaching that only Pas-
tor Claybomm and the Reverend Sheri can do, Alkhough
some members had heard the dynamic duo preach together
at revivak in Huntsville, this was the first time they had
doneso at 5t John., Themessage was entitled "Launching
Your Faith' with biblical text from Luke 5. They noted
that God E sometimes calling pecple to ge back, with Je
sus, The catch = still there, Key point ingluded fecus on
one's own water, let down their nets and link with pariners
{calling for help when needed), Worshippers were encour-
aged to lay down their lves (which it & justthe beginning)
and accept Gods ealk to higher service. The expectation
has heen set for this preaching experience to be repeated
{ hint: ewvery Sth Sunday),

2 n In Cine Accord brought special music during this service,
UEEERETLG R Sl This group & directed by St John's lead musician, R oberto
Burtan.

In addition to'thesetwo special components of the service, the St John Praie Team and the 5t
Jdohn Dance Minsty participated in the worship service,

e

I OUne Accord, under the direction of Roberta Byrion
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Mum is Not the Word

By Ashley Hurrphrey

Ju;ﬁf Decides in Fovor  of
*“Mum. Bett” Freeman

August oz, 1781

Have you ever heard the story of Elizabeth Freeman alko known as Mum Bett? If you have,
good, | commend vou onyour histaric prowess. not, hat & quite-alright] will new share her sto
ry. Mum Bettwas bom aslave on a farm'in New Yok state in circa 1744, At a young age she
was given to her masters daughter as a wedding gift and this i how Mrs. Freeman came to live
in Massachusets.

Hannah & hley, Elzabeth's new mitess was very strict and known to hit her slaves with heawy
iron abjects. Infact Mrs. Freeman s dooumented telling the story of Ms. Ashley raking a heated
shovelte hit ancther slave and Mrs, Freeman stogd in bebween themso that she was hit and not
the young slave girl. She then refused to cover up her weound as it healed, leaving it open to all
whosaw it evidence ofthe treatmentshe received in the 2shley Household.

Mrs. Freemanwas ako married during this time and gawve bith te a daughter wwhem she named
Betsy or Betty (this point differs among historians), Her husband fought in the Rewvolutionary War
and never returned, In 1720 Elzabeth Freeman heard the recently ratified Massachuselts Consth
tution being read in a public square inwhichshe heard the following phrase:

All men are homn free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, and unalienable rights;
amang which may be reckoned the right ef enjoyving and defending their lives and liberties; that of
acouiring, pessessing, and pretecting property; in fing, that of seeking and obtaining their safety
and happiness. — Mazachusetts Constitution, Article. 1.

Upan hearing this statement Mis, Freeman seught the counsel of Theodare Sedgwick, a young
lamyer, from Sheffield, Massachusets who had abolitionst notons. She comvinced Mr. Sedgaick
‘to take her case and sue her owners, the Ashleys , for her reedom. There was alko another slave
called Brom who joined in the case with Mrs. Freeman against the Ashleys.

In 1781 the case was heard in Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Wir. Sedpwick argued that the
Coonstitution provided that all men are created equal and barn free. He went on to say that with
this premise the conchsion must be that slavery should be illegal. With the jury ruling in favar of
Mr=. Freeman and Brom, it made them the first African American slaves to file s Uit and win their
freedam. The court ako issued damages and ardered that the Bshleys give back pay. H'was at
this ime that Mum Bett changed her nameto Elzabeth Freeman. This case Brom and Bett vs.
Ashley set a precedent for the state of Massachusetts in that it was effectively used to abolsh
slavery in said state,

Mr. Ashley asked for Mrs. Freeman to come back and work for them with wages, however she
chos e ta wotk for her laayer Mo Sedgwick until his ehildren were grown. After that she bought a
house and moved to Stockbridge, Massachusetts. She passed away in 1828 and was buried in
the Sedgeick family plot

It my prayet and hope that ths story & as encouraging and inspiring to you as it was o me, We

corme fram such a "great cloud of witnesses” to the fruits of perseverance in the African American

community. tis ake my hope and prayer that we are not just encouraged and inspired but that

we be moved to action, That & what Wrs, Freeman did. She did not dream about freedom she
Ctook steps to attain it & well,
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“Celebrating the
Rekindled Vision:
Walking in Victory

by Faith"

The Ninth Episcopal District |s prepar-
ingtoc CELEBRATE! This celebratian is
for the people Wewant to say to you, we
walde wyour specfic  gifts and talents;
whether it s in teaching, dancing, singing,
cleaning, senving, leading, gving, organiz
ing. speaking, writing, encouraging, or any
area of your giting. Qur great God has
done big things through us.. And while
some gifts ‘might appear flashier ar mare
Important than others, they're all essential.
The truth &, -all gifts come fram God, We
are proud of hes you have woked in unk
ty to advance the Kingdom of God ower
the eight (B) glorious years-with our Sens-
ant Behop James L. Davis.and Epis copal
SuperviEor Mother Arglis B, Davis., We
want to thank you for being ohedient to
God's eall en your lwes and deing the
otk God has called yoaute da,

It's Time to Celebrate!

In preparation for celebrating Team Ninth
Episcopal Dietrict, we encourage you to
visit  the M irith District  website
{ninthamecarg) for more information,

The Plan

Cip April 22, 2018, the Minth Epsceopal
District will host 3 magnificent celebratony
event We will honar elergy and lay in
what we have ohosen to call The Minth
EpEcopal DEhict "GOLDEN AWARDE
GALA" Cuortheme far the festive sces
zion is; "Ceebrating the Relmdiad Vision:
Walidno in Wickary by Faih

For the fist time: since they have heen
with: us; we wantto pay tribute to our tire-
less Servant Leaders, Bihop James L
Davis and Mother Arelis B, Davis. They
tepresent the kind of forward thinking for
which the African Methodist Epscopal
Church s known historicslly

Hold the date: Apnl 22, 2016

Distinguished Preacher,
Teacher, Pastor to Speak
at St. John

& leadership seminar for all mermbers of the
CHficial Board and all persoms interested in
serving ina leadership position will be held at
630 p.m. on Thursday, March 3, at 5t
John. The presenter will be the Rewverend Dr.
Grainger Browning, Jr. On Friday night the
Reverend Browning will preach at a specal
worship service & 6:20 p.om. Al ae wel-
cometo-gtend,

The: Rewerend D,
Grainger  Brewning,
Jr, isthe Senior Pas-
tor of Ebenezer Afri
can Methodist Epis-
caopal (A ME]
Church of Fort Wash-
ington, Maryland, He
s married o the Rew
grend DBr. Jo Ann
Browning, Co-Pastor
af Ekenezer A.N.E
Church: Paster Browning was called to preach
in 1978, while he was & member at 5t. Paul
AME. Church in Cambridge, Massachusetts,

He was appainted Pastor of Ebenezer A.M.E.
Churzh in 1823 with a membership of 17 and a
budget of $12,000. Under his leadership for
the last 30 vears, the church membership has
growwn . to exceed more than 8,000 members
and a budget of $2 million, ministering to the
gpiritual, educational, polfical, social, econam-
ic, health and recreational needs of the com-
munity. Under his helm, the Reverend Dr.
Grainger Browning has led Ebenezer ANLE,
Church family in donating nearly 2 million in
scholarships to high sehool graduates and
returning eollege stude ris.

The Rewverend [r. Browning, Ji. serves an
several hoards and has preached across the
United States and in several countries in Afri
Ea,

Far all of his accemplshments, what he & to-
day, and what he ever hopes to be, the Rever-
end Browning gives HIS LORE AND S8V 0R
JESUS CHRIST ALL THE HOMWGR, THE
GLORY AND THE PRAISE!
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Voter ID Implementation Information

Submitted by Barbara Johnson

During the 2011 regular legislative session the Legislature appreved House Bill 189, Govemnor
RobertBentleysigned the bill and twas subsequently assigned Act N umhber 2011873

Beginning with the June 3, 2014 primary election, Act 2011-673 requires an Alabama voter to
have a specific type of photo identification at the polk in order to wote. If a voter does not have
oneg of the approved forms of photo 1D a5 stated in the lawn, then he orshe may receive a free
Alabama photo voter ID from variows locatiors  including the Secretary of State's Office, local
county board of registrars' offices, and a mobile location to be determined by the Secretary of
State's Cifice.

Valid 1D atthe Palls... ...

Avoter can use any of he following forms of photo D atthe polls stating June 3, 2014
“alid Drivers License
Walid Non-driver |D
Walid Alabama Phote Yaoter 1D
Walid State Bsued 1D (Alabama or amy other state)
Walid Federal Issued 1D
“ialid US Passport
“alid Employee | from F ederal Government, State of Alabama, County Government
Municipalty, Board, Autharity, or ather entity of this state
Walid studentor employee | from a college or university inthe State of Alabama
tincluding postgraduate technical or professional schools)
“alid Military 1D
“alid Tribal 1B
If'avoter peesesses any of these forms of 1D, hekhe s not eligible o recewve afree Alabarma
photo voter D card. The voter mustbring one of these photo [Ds to the polk en Election Day er
place a copy ofthe IR in absentee ballot materials.

A voter who s reguired to presentvalid photo identification but who does not de so will be al
lowved to vote a provisional ballot as provided for by lae.

In addition, a woter whe does not have a valid photo IR in his or her possession at the pallk shall
be permitted to wote if the individual & positively identified by two election officialk as a voter on
the poll listwho is eligikle to vote and the election officials sign a sworn affidavitso stating,

Formare information, download the ' { bt pedd
wwand. al abarmavote rid. comd downl oa dsfAlabamaPhetoVote rl DG uide, pdf).

Huestions about the voter identification requirements may be directed to the Electiors Division by
email ar by phone (Z34-2482-7210, in the Momtgomery area; or statewide at 1-200-274-8883 or 1-
BOD 274 8553 FREE).
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Feeding Faith in the

Lenten Season
By Medra lvizDaniel

| The LEMTEN ESEASON covers
‘the fortywsic day period behween
¢ CAsh Wednesday and the eve of
Easter. Lent itselfl excludes the
{5 Sundays and &, therefore,
- enly forty days. Our worship ser
:vine: on Sundays are  weekly
| commemorations of the first East
ter and the proclamation that
| Chrst & reen. The date of the
i | beginning of Lent, Ash Wednes-
L ' day, & determined by the date of
| Easter.

' The contemparary  church ob-
“semes the Lemten season with
the following observances;

Fenitence: lent & 3 time of self-denial This
mearns that we must repent of our sirs and
the damage that they do, and deny ousehes
of'those iterms thatseparate us from a closer
wak with Gadl

Teaching: As .a mearms of growth in the
knowledge of the faith, this period & wed as
a time of intense teaching and catechizing, as
a continuation of the early Christian prepara
tion afnew comverts for the Easter baptism.

Clutreach: This .a ime when the cross and
its significance to the individual and the faith
ig lifted up with 5 pecial witness being given to
itz redemptive message.

Ths year the focus at St John & to refrain

from negative talking and lstening. The sorip
ture & John 15, Members are asked to read

this scriphure and ask "What things do | need
to stop saying and IEtening to so that His
weord can abide inme and | abide in Him™

The Lenten Season began with Ash Wednes-
day service on Febrdary 10 where the Rever
end Sher Smith Claybarn served a waorship
leader. This service included worship through
the arts of misic (the S5t Jobhn Prase Team)
and dance (the St. John Dance Ministryd. The
message delivered by Pastor Claybhom was
entitled "Feeding Faith” with text from Mark 5
21-43 (with emphasis an verses 35-28), The
sermon title and message continued the
theme for this year at St John, "Lean For-

- i AT AvnE o 1)

Soup Kitchen

He Desires Mercy,
Mot Sacrifice

By Charkie Brocks

"But go and learn what this means, 'l desire
mercy-not sacrifice’ far | have not ceme to call
the righteows, but sinners.” Mathew 2:13

Making sacrifices in life i5 something many of
iz often mizunderstand, everlook, or discount
a something not worth freasuring.  Waking
sacrifices Gods way B not easy because
there is nothing in life we can do without His
mersy. Mercy makes our saerifices useless.
Without His miercy, we gain nothing.

When we gain nothing, we gain everything far
God wants us to show merey toward others.
Consider gaining His gaze while volunte ering
at St John's monthly "Soup Mrcken”, Your
presence, donation of ime, food, and pravers
are akvays welcomed, God knows and sees
evenything we dio.

Making sacrifices on human abilty & detecta-
ble to our Lord, Godis after our hearts and
not our works. MNe matter how mamy good
deeds we can do, t'does notearn us a tidoet
to heaven. The Lord Ow Godwants to remind
us of the importance of making s acrifices, but
without His mersy, we gain nothing,

"Thou kast made ss fr Thysell, O Lord; amd
i heant is restliess unidt & rest in Thee”

-5t Augustine.

Weekly Prayer Time

Tuesday at Moon

Conference Gall Credentials .

| UE Toll Number (530 8281-1212
Meeting |0 BYE-8G53-240

Ligten tothe playbachk any time:

Playback Number (5303 221-1218
Meeting |d 876 B53-540

" praging ot all imes inthe Bpirt; enhall payerand
wippleation. To that end keep alen with 3l pereewe-
ance, rmakn g suppleatian Groall the sainks "

Ephesians @118
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In Memory of
Brian Baldwin

|51, John maurns the death of [ife-
Hong member Brian Jerome Bald
Wiin. He made his trarsition from
flabor to reward on October 23,

Birian was reared in 5t John and
participated. in activities through
ot his - childheod and youth. He
served in the junior usher board,
Wias  an acolyte and teasurer of
ithe YFD, Brian was active in the

oy Scouts and earmed the rank
of Eagle Scout. Brian was faithful

r I':'Ialr.‘lwm had a stong frlenl:lshlp I:nnd wiith
the youth who grew up in St John with Rim,

The 5t John family continues to suppart his
wuife Latosha and his parent Jerry and Gwen
as they mourn the less of their husband and

son.

Feeding Faith in the

Lenten Season
By Medra iz Caniel

Aol vam s W)

ward." Pastor Clayborn ak o tied the message
to the church focus for Lent when he started
his mezsage by stating "Megativity drains and
staryes faith.” He noted thatthe actiors of the
woman with the ssue of blood showed that
she had belief action and a testimony. To
feed faith, one must ignore the negatwity and
logk at what God & bying to do in their lives.
The key points from the message are that to
feed faih one must keep in step with God,
contral their inner circle, touch the ssue and
speak to the issue. In concluding he stated
that"When we feed faith, it grows, develops,
matures, gets stronger and has mare power.”

After the message there was altar prayer fol-
lowved by the impos fion of ashes on the fore-
heads of worshipes. This dynamic s pirit- filled
service set the stage for a Lenten season of
faith growth at St. Jehn.

Several Online Giving
Options are Available

FPayPal™ | Giwelify and Pop Money are three
options that are available to donate electronical
lyta St. John,

You may use the PayPal Mohile

MPHF App or desktop vesion of Pay-
Fal™ to maie donatiors, By

entering sfochnamehi@aol com
in the "TO:" field. If the PayPal™ account &
lirked to your bark account, specify “Family
and Friends" as the type of donation. This re
sults in no fees being charged for the dona-

tion.

G'l"‘le“ | Givelify  Mobile: Giving.
Install #is App an your

smart phone and select 5t John's AME Chureh

as the organzation to which you desire ta doe-

nate. For faster access for future contributions,

mark 5t.John a your "Heme Chureh.”

A recent addition to the
online giving options &

Buoth PayPal™ and Givelify can be accessed
frarm the St Johnwebsite, sfohname-hsv.arg.

Mest banking institutions offer the Pophoney
options to custorners who ue their online bank-
ing feature. Popheoney trarsfes funds directhy
fram ang barkfbank accountto another. Inthe
FopMaoney setup, specify wou are sending
funds to. stohnamehi@aol.cam, The & an ex-
cellent way to contribute if vour tithefoffering &
the same each month because this can be set
Up as a recurring trarsactan.

Tak to treasurer, Medra MelDaniel, i you have
guestions. Online giving is easy!

Moving Soon?

Be sure to infarm the church effice
of address, telephone number and
e-mall changes. Because the 5t
Jdohn AMEM E mailed at a buk
rate, it & notforwarded to new ad
dresses, The postal service returns the news-
letter to the church at a rate of about $1.50 per
newsletter (aboutfour times more than it cost to
send the newsletter at the bulk rate). Motifying
the ‘office in advance of ‘moves will help to re-
duce this expense.

Thank you. The St. John AMEN Staff.

g.?“if
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2016

The lessan reviews for Febmary were wiitten
by Brother Willie J. Sandifer, Church School
Superintendent.

Warch &, 2016

Leszan Title! Pewerful Faith

Lesson Bcripture; Mark B: 14-28

Primt: Mark 2:;14-28

Dewtiona Songs: #4415, 8272, and #2443
Hey “erss: "Shaight way the father of the
child oried out, and said with tears, Lord, | he-
lieve; help thou my unbelief { Mark 824,

Ittoock a while for Jesus' disciples to fully un-
derstand wwho Jesus was; but the entire time
the disciples were being mentored by the One
for whom lsrael had besn waiting for eentu-
ries. Peter, James, and John waere given one
of the greatest privileges while they were with
Jesus at the transfiguration.

This lessontakes a look at Mark 8 and ghves a
clearer picture of what # means t© have a
poweerful faith: The text came at a time of sew
eralthemes: the fist theme was the autharity
that Jesus had over unclean spirits. The sec
ond theme was the disciples' failure, which led
Him to challenge their lack of faith and hard-
ened hearts, to lean on Jesus' strength in diffi
cult times. The third theme was the faith that
the outzastand nesdy possessed,

Believers twday can grow in their faith and
confidence in the Lord by identifying and
claiming certain promises from the Seripture.
They can teflect on God's working in their fa
wor inthe past They can ako a=k afriend to
pray for an increase in their faith.

harch 13, 2016

Lesson Title! S5imple Fath

Lesson Scripture; Mark 10:17-31

Prirt: Mark 10:17-31

Dewtiona Songs: #3684, #2508, and #243
Key Verse: "Jesus behaolding hirm loved him,
and said unta him, One thing thou lackest: go
thy way, sell whakoever thou hast, and give
to the poor, and thed shalt have treasudre in
heaven. and come, tahe up the cross, and
follea me" (Mark 1021,

As Jeswus waked along the mad one day in
Judea, a man came running up beside Him,
knelt befare Him, and ashed, "Whatshall | da

that | may inhert eternal life™ He was con-
cerned about eternal life but had a8 misguided
siew on how it could be attained, Jesus named
six of the Ten Commandments and the man
confidently affirmed that he had kept those
since his youth.

As Jesus continued to probe the man's heart
He said, "One thing thou lackest: go thy way,
sellwhats aever thou hast, and give tothe paaor,
and thou shalt have treasure’in heaven: and
come, taie upthe cross, and follow me”, Jesus
spoke these words to help the mansee that his
wealth was His biggest barrier 1o eternal life
The man was more committed to his riches
thanto God

Warch 20, 2096

Lessan Title: Struggling Falth

Le==on Scripture: Mark 14:28-31, 88-72
Prirt : Mark 14:26-31, 66-72

Dewctional Songs: #8205; &7, and #243

Hey “erses: "Jesus saith unto [Peter], Werily |
zay unto thee, That thie day, evenin this night,
beforethe code crow twice, thou shalt deny me
thrice,” (Mark 1<:20).

The chief priests and seribes had had all they
could taie and were now making it their mis-
sjonto figure outa way to arrest Jesus and put
Him to death, The leaders knawthat if they did
samething o Him while the crowds were gath
ering in Jerusalem for the Passover and the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, they might incite a
rict; 5o they decided to wait until Pass over was
ovel.

Thi lesson exarmines Feters crisis of faith that
was then overcome with guit and shame and
he wept hitter by

With the Passover meal completed, Jesus and
Hi disciples journeyed to the Mount of Olives.
While they were fraveling, Jesus revealed
some disturbing newes about future everts. Pe
ter's reply showed his bold nature. Jesus e
posed Peters true weadiness of character by
disclesing that Peter would in fact demy the
Lard three times. Refusing o acknowledge the
truth of Jesus' prophecy, Peter passionatehy
restated his previous claim of commitment

As Jesus' trial was coming to an end, Peter
was nearby, warming himself by a fire. An at
A el ey v A0




=t. JohnAMEN

February 2016

Page 12

Church School Lesson C-ver».riew— March 2016

A st Joe aigped M

tendant noticed Peter and stated to him that
he was a follower of Jesus Christ, Peter imme
diately denied the accusation. Az the 1ooste
cromved, Peter withdrew te another location &
second  attendant spotted Peter and an
nounced publicly that he was a fallower of Je
sus Christ. Peter immediately denied the alle
gation,

The multitude then idertified Peter a a followe
er of Jesue Christ based on his Galilean diz
lect. Petel denied ever hawing a relatiorship
with Jesus. When Peter heard the rooster a
zecond firme, Peter immediately remembered
the Lord's prophetic. words, guickly departed
from the multifude, and wept tears of guitt and
fermarse,

harch Z7, 2016

Lesson Title: Resurrection Faith

Les=zon Seripture: Mark 18:1-8

Prirt: Mark 18:1-2

Terta ive Devotional Songs: #1424 #251,
and #2443

Key Werse:"[The angel] satth unto ther, be
not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Mazareth,
which was crucified: he'is risen; he & not here!
bheheld the place where they laid him"” (Mark
16 15),

This lesson lacks at the Easter account to
strengthen Christians confidence thatJesus s
dlive and to show why His resurrection was
necessary fortheir sakation.

Three women whe were followers of Jesus
Christ made a sunrise walk to the tomb where
Jesus had bheen buried to anoint Him with burk
al spices. As the women traveled, they worr
dered how the large stene at the entrance of
the tombwould be moved avay so they could
enter. When the women arrived at the tomb,
their concern was relieved. The stone had ak
ready heen moved,

The women immediately ertered the tomb and |

were greeted by 3 woung man who was
adorned with a white garmernt, The young man
assured the woemen that they did net need to
be alarmed. The yaung rman tald them that "He
has risen!” He directed their attention to the
place where Jesus' body had been placed. He
then directed the wormen to leave the tomb
and share the news thatthey had heard with
Jesus’ disciples and that Jesus would meet
them in Galilee, just as He had previous by tald

them. Although they were stil consumed with
amazement, the women did not waste amy time
leawving the tamb,

Church School meets
each Sunday at 9:45a.m

There are classes for all ages,

Church School
Book Club

February 20H6
DiEoussion Date: Februane 20, 2016
1000 AM—11:30 A M,

The Hushand'z Secret, Liane Mariarty, D18

March 2016
DEemssion Date! Marsh 18, 2016
1000 AM. — 1130 4M,

Lact Tem pitation, Stimpsan, 2010

Semsible single mother Patricia "Peaches” Miller
is-not about fo follew in her mama's footsteps
and become dependent on a man. But when
she does not see eye to eye with'the man she
wank to marry, she knows that returning to a
life af girk" nights out; retail therapy, and choco
late peanut slisters just will net do-far her, Then
Raphael, 'her sons father, steps back into the
pleture-and elearly his attraction to Peaches &
stronpger-than ever, There'ls |ist one problem,
Raphael has aheady pledged his heart te anotl:
Bl Waoman,

Peaches has been praying for a perfect famiky
for & long time. Deep dowrrshe knows thie earr
not be Gods idea of an answer-but can you
blame a girk-for hoping? Now, as she battles
with temptation, and with her faith, she & not
sure which willwin. . .- - Amazon

CPR Workshop

The Caregwvers, Prayer and Respite {CPR)
Ministry & holding a werkshop on S aturd ay,
Mareh 5, 2018, fram 800 am te noon at the
church, The puest speaker will be Mrs. Lydia
Weeds, Director of the Alabama Care Program,
Top of Alabama Regional Council of Gowvern-
ments (TARCOG),
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_,_" SBHB District Founder’s Day Food Drive @ﬁ“
| ' January 24 - February ﬂ 2016 |

FOCUS
on the CANs

Bring in any unexpired
canned goods or
non-perishable food items.

Donations can be dropped
off at your local church.

zJ All donations are welcome. Proceeds will benefit the

NN h|E Ninth Episcopal District Food Bank.
ﬂ penshﬂ

For additional information contact Rev. Chris Walker

The Can Orive has been extend ed threugh February 28th

] o

| 9 | Hev. Dliver Allen, Presiding Elder SBHB District

> v o e, Chris Walker , Ninth District 5ocal Achon Coordinatar
= Servant Rishop lames L Davis, Presding Pretate
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Living Abundantly: Creating Healthy Boundaries

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

Do you find it hard to tell people, 'ne"? O the other hand are you alkways throwing up bloeks™
What does i meanto have and operate within healthy personal boundaries™? Persona bounda-
ries allow us to be inthe driver's =23 of our own llwes, Personal boundaries are the imagk
nary lines we draw around ouseves te;

o  [|dairntain balance

# Protectbodies, minds, emaetions, andtimes,

o Protectfrom the behavior or demands af otherx.

They provide the framework to keep us from being used or manipulated by others, and they allow
us to confidently express whowe are and what we want in life. Without healthy boundaries ar with
very weak boundaries, you simply cannot have healthy relations hips

U nkeatthy boundaries manifest in various forms. In some cases you give up a part of veuself to
be available or accommodating, or you become so erntangled with anether person and their nesds
(oo dependent be havior that vou lese your ewn identity, This undermines your integrity and leads
to a loss efself espect — and the respect of thoese around you,

Atthe rootofthe personal boundary issues i fear, (& that natthe rootof mostissues™

It i= the fear we will nat be loved or thatwe are not good enough or deseving enoupgh just & we
are. Whenwe respond fo life from this point of emotional weadiness, we are letfting go of our integ
ity in ardertosalkage the crumbe of leve and aceeptance.

When you estableh pesonal boundaries, yvou do not have to accept crumbs because you will
athact people who are emotionally healthy themselves — people who respect your boundaries.
People with Weak personal boundaties tend te athact confrelling, disrespectiul, or needy people
inta their Iives. They simphy train others to talie advantage of them becawuse they sowillingly allow
themselves o be used,

Barrie Davenport of Live Love Bloom coaching shares ihe following signs tha indicate
you hawe not set personal boundaries,

Saying nowhen you mgan yes of yes wwhen veu mean ni,

Feeling guitywhen yau da say no,

Aeting againstyour integrity or values in order to please.

Motspeaking up when you have something o say

Adapting another persons belisfs or ideas so you are accepted.

Metealing out spmeane whes mistreats you.

Accepting phys ical touch or sex that you da natwant

Allawing yewselfte be interiupted or dietracted te accammuodate anathear person’s imme-
digte wants or needs

Givingteo mueh justto be perceived as useful,

Becoming overly irdobsed insomeone's problems o difficulties.

Lllawing people & say things to you or in front of you that make yveu uncemfortable
Met defining and communicating your emotional needs inyouw closest relations hips -

Take time to imvestigate your life and ask vourself “WHYT Why do' | do the things | do™ Do |.at
lows fearto drive my deckions™ Are athers more in control of my [fe? If so, do not beat yourseff
up. Understandthat vau were in many ways mesting a need tobe significant, loved, appreciated
and valued by those around you, Mace a decsion o see and value yvourself as HE sees you, God
created you te live [ife abundantly, and glorify Him weith the woitks of your hands, He doss NOT
desire you to idolze the thoughts and epinions of others that vou now allow them @ manipulate
and camtrol you, Begin to spend time in God's Word and an His promises. It & anby through inte
macy with God that we grow cenfident in who He made s 1o be

- Next month | will share ten (10) steps to setting healthy boundaries. #BeEmponered
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mrsa | St John AME Church —

# | 229 Church Strest U.5. Postage
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 531-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Oliver &len, Jr,, Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Claybaorn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Mareih 3, 2016 Leadershio Enrichm ent, The Reverend D Granger Bim wming, 530 ow
March 4, 2016 Friday Mgt Waorship, The Reverand Dy, Grainger Browning, &30 pm

March 5, 2016 GFPR Wornshkop, 5000 am — 1200 pm | Mre. Lynda Weeks, Director of
Aabam a Cares Pogram |, Tob of Alabam g Regional Couneil of
Govemments (TARCZOGE), Guest Spealer

L o HOLY WEEK: === Sim= = -
Mareh 21-23, 2016 Reviwa!, &30 p.m ., The Revarend Banhole Aldnbing, Re wvalist

March 24, 2016 Maundy Thursday Service, 630p.m

March 35, 2098 Good Friday Service, Saint Philip AME Choch,
Mlamia, Geomia

March 2T, 2016 Resurrecion Sinday
Sunrise Service, addam
Egster Piogram ; 900 am |
Eagiar Moming Samyice, 1050 am.

Thatif you corfess with your mouth, “Jestis iz Lord " and believe in your heart
that God raized him fliom the dead | you il be saved . Romans 1009
IMBNJICG
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I~IDLy week

HﬂL;j WEeek Fewian

Mewday-\Wedwesday, March 21-23, 2016
&30 B, u.i.ghtl;j
The —reverand Bawnkeole Akinblnu, Revivalist
Pastor of Baptist Grove Chureh, Ralelgh, Morth Caroling

Mﬂm&lﬂ Thursalﬂg

Thursday, Marsh 24, 2016 At &30 p.m.

Good Friday Services

Sabnt Phillp AME Chureh, Atlantn, Georgla
March 25, 2016 at Noon
(Live streavaing at http/Awww . saintphilip.org/)

Fappy
- & o~ EASTER

Sunrice Service at &.00 a.m.
Continsntol Bretlefast ofter Swerise Senvies
Grchir 'F'w:lﬂl'ﬂr..- Ht_i_:l 30 Qe

Easter Worship at 10:50 a.m.
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A Bicentennial Celebration
of Richard Allen Founding the AME Church

By Brdpget J. Floyd

Sunday, February 14 2016, marked the anniversary of the hith of Richard Allen,
founder of the African Methodist Epscopal (AME) Church. This & the time designat-
e to eelebrate the founding of the AME . Church and this vear marked the two hure
dredth anniversary of that historical event. 5t John again had a special worship ser-
vige o mark the occasian,

There was a combined wors hip service, held a 10 a.m. The guest preacher for the
morning was the Reverend Dr. James F . Miller, s enior pastor of DuPage AME Church
in Ligle, Mingis, He was accompanied by his wife, the Reverend Lana Pades Miller,
The oreer of worship had addiional componert such as the welcome and occasion
and "heritage moments”’ with 5t John ministerial staff and members leading the con
gregation in warship. St John's pastor, Dr. Patrick Slayhomn, imtroduced the preacher
forthe morning. The Gospel Ghaoir, directed by Mr. Cleveland Wilson, provided irspr
rational worship thriough s engfmusic, accompanied by gifted musicians.

The "heritage moments"” highlighted the Behop Richard Allen Cammemorative Stamp
which was available for sale and unveiled on February 2, 2018 at Mother Bethel BME
Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. B Monica Dillihant provided biographical in-
formation regarding Bishop Allen and the history of the AME chureh. Sister Ros elyne
Akines highlighted the AME T onnection, specifically giving the history of the expar:
zipn afthe AME Church into West Africa, the fourte enth district. She included her first — hand ex-
perience of growing up inthat district and neting the social justice and educational eamponents of
the Church — e.g.- building schook in Africa,

o - o The final hertage moment was worship through
RN == . ance, "Dry Bones", with nparration by Siter

Bt James F. Willer

b Sherrll Humphrey Luweye and liturgical dance

7 the St Jehn dance mins try.

The Rewverend D, Miller preached an the topic
W The Offer s Sill onthe Table" from the ted
Malachi3:7-10. He began by sharing an early
Eperience in which a delayed job acceptance
resulted in his concern about @ missed oppor
tunity, howewver, the job offer was "still on the
fable’. In the time of Malachi, the prophet, pec-
ple were not faithful although they were pros-
| pErous; hence the promptiguide “..return to

| h me..." The prophets response was "Will 3 man
P R : fob God...lwill pour you owt’ a blessing..." The

10 LR s e preacher noted that “we have left
pre———————————— Zod in other ways", for example,
prayer life, focus on electronics and
technology. He noted that one re
sponse to the prompt "return” o God
i 2 b would be through "enthisastic wor-
Fig' . shipg" and by helping those who are

3 1 I,‘ i less fortunate.
Iy

the ¢ f_{.‘lfﬂ & it
|

fDr. Miller emphasized that God
made the promise 1o the people,
fthen and now, even though the pec
ple went away from God;, God did

A v o e 7
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Leaders Inspired to Make a Difference
By Medra Mel aniel

D, Grainger Browning, Jr. & the Co-paster of
‘Ebenezer AME € hurch, Fort Washington, Mary
fand. He and his wife, the Reverend Doctor JoAnn
E owining, pastor a congregation of over 8,000
members. The church & one of the premier
‘ghurches in African Methodsm and embodies the
five (5) practices of a fruitful congregation that are
practiced at 5t. Johno On Thursday, March 3, Gr.
Browning shared leadership nugpets with St

ohr's leaders,

he presentation tothe leaders and those persons
interested in being leaders was entitled "D are to
' 1 Ma:e a Difference” Dr. Browning centered his
J‘ d=aching on Exodus 3. He used the experience of
O, Browning addresses leaders. & kraeltes in Egypt and Moses' call to leader-
Ship to irspirethose present to look at where they
= are, look at what God expects from them & lead
—— . ; . ers, and then to move toward making a diference
through their leadership. He provided many points to encourage leaders fo do more,

Cr. Browning explained that the Egyptians did not want the Israelites to know whe Joseph
was. Theywanted them o lose sight of wha God was., When this happers, things getworse.
He paralleled this towhat it wwould be ke f pers ons farget the rele Alabama played in the past in
civil rights. it is impodantte know this role because this helps leaders 1o become ins pired.

The Rewverend Dr, Browning used Moses as an example of how leaders are chosen by God. He
emphasized that God has chesen them to be leaders and that He has been grooming them for
"such a time a this " Some things that are part of the groaming process can only be done by
God Moses was getting comfortable in & place of status, but one day he took the side of the
Hebrew and putthe comfortable legacy in jeopardy, D, Browning said that because of this Ma-
ses “found out wehere he was and where he was supposed to be”" As a result, Moses went to the
wilderness. Dr. Browning indigated, "You learn maore in the wilderness than in the Promised
Land. This i5 the datk night of the soul. God will lead you through the valley of the shadow of
death. our test will be your testimom:."

Uzing Exodus 31, Dr. Browning stated, "sometimes your breakthrough has o come when you
do it differantly” Ths was in reference to the wards in the scripture thatsaid Moses went "far into
the wilderness,” implying he wentfatherthan he normally did. Lkewse, he said, God calk lead
g5 by name and separates them because they are different, L& with Moses, He sek helievers
"on fire’ when He calk and comsecrates them.

In eoneluding, he used the Gregorian calendar (this & a leap year and this & the maonth of
March) to show how leaders should he inspired 1o "mace a difference.” In this leap year, he told
the leaders that they are going to leap over things that should have killed them (keptthem from
heing the leaders they were called to be). Instead of being "killed" they are going 1o be blessed,
He stated that pesons may feel uncomfortable, (This & expected since the individual does not
have what ttakes to be a leader, but God does. Evenso, Dr, Browning commanded the leaders
to "rmarch forward' and to leave greater than they came becaus & "yvour rod in the wilderness has
rmore pewer than the sectar in the place Sod told you to leave.”

Throughout his teaching/ministering, Dr, Browning spoke prophetic words for healing and direc
tion as he ministered tothose in attendance through the laving on of hands and praver as he felt
moved to call pers ons fanward. He concluded with a call to the altar far prayer, Indeed the lzad-
ership of 5t John received a word to empewer them to leave different than they came and 1o
imaie a difference throughtheir leadership,




st. John A ME N March 2016 Page 4

The Reverend Dr. Grainger Browning, Jr.

Preached for "Flow Worship Service”
By Bridget Floyd

il The Reverand Dr, Grainger Browning, Jr. provided Bible- based guid-
ance to the leaders of 5t Jahn AME, Hunkville, on Thursday, March 32,
2018, This was followed by a worship service on Friday night, March 4"
at 5230 pom, The Flow Worship Service began with prayer, led by Siter
inette Smith. Worship through song was offered by the 5t John
Praike Team. The Reverend Sher Smith Clayborn welcomed visitors
ind the Liturgical Dance Ministry provided worship through dance. The
-:. everend DOr. Patrick Clayborn, introduced the preacher for the night.
fift=r the hymn “Blessed Assurance”, the message was brought by the
_E'I.I'E'rE'I'Id Browning, senior pastor of Ebenezer AME Church, Fort
W ashington, laryland.

The message was entitled "ves He Can” from the text Mak 25, The
Feverend Browning reminded those present of the paltical mantra, "ves
e Can” from the 2008 presidential campaign of now - president Barack
Cibama, But he focused on the certainty and the authority of Jesus'
teaching and healing, in the text, and how unique this was at that time.
noted that obstacles cannot blodk the ™Yes He Can” mentality; that i,
g will maie a way out of na way”. From the text, he highlighted the
{etermination of the persons who brought the paralyzed man to Jesus
lor healing — overcaming dstance, the crowid of people, and finding a
_ | : alay to ultimate by lower the man through the roof,
D, Browning delwers ay right message. :
g Reverend Brawning noted “prayer will give yau the break through",
e He reminded attendees that he faith and prayes of others have brought
i mily'zed times";, for example, the death of a loved one, loss of a johf
financial drl'fu:urt'g;r etz, The preacher fnr the night gawe a personal example of "favor” in a travel
dilemma, noting that “God will make a way even if it is not deserved”. In closing, the Reverend
Browning emphasized that "God can heal sick bodies, can restare and renew”. He ended by
gxclaiming, "Yes He Canl!”

In addition to giving an inspirational message, Pastor Browning allowed the anointing to flow
through him a2 he praved for the pastor, ececutive minister, and family. The preacher for the
night, reached out to stendees to offer what was labeled "The Blessing'. People respanded to
hi call and sthers sought out the blessing thatwas effered by the preacher, There was also a
Lilessing of the St John Tamily embracing the Clagborn family —there was indeed a "flan” of love
and suppart. People were open to receiving and giving a blessing. There was a sweet spirit in
the place.

B, Browning offers
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Reflections on the 58th

Grammy Awards

By Rohberta Burton
(Lead husidan Br 5t John Al E Church)
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The S8th Grammy Awards were held at the
Staples Center in Los Angeles, California,
The ceremony recognized the bestrecoardings,
compositiors and arists of the eligibility year,
whichwas from Cctober 1, 2014 to September
A0, 2015, The “pre-telecast’ ceremomy, offi
cially khnown a the Premiere Ceremeony, in
which the majority of awards were presented,
was held atthe nearby Microsoft The ater.

My invalvernent with the SEth Grammy awards
was with & group that | have heen managing
for ever eight (2) yvears. Commited B an R&E
pap singing greup, comprised of five educat
ed, woung men, Rohert Préessley, Theron
Thomas, WMaurice Staple, Dennis Baptiste,
Gestan Piere, who wan Seasan 2 of the NEC
hit rmusical competition The Seg-C8F The
singing group released their s elf-titled debut
album™ Com mited on Epic Records which
since has peaied at #3 on the EWboad Too
Heatzeekers chart, a Top 30 position on the
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Women's History Month’s
Inspiring Woman:
Ursula Burns

By Kendra Blard

Ursula Burns serves as
Chairman and CEQ of
serme. She & the fist
African American waom-
anto serve as the head
of a Forlune 800 comp a-
ny. She is aka the fimt
woman to succeed are
other woman & head of
a Fartune 500 eampany.

Ursula Burns was reared by a single muother in
Meww Yo City, Mew “ork. Her mother was a
Fanamanian immigrant whe wot ed many jobs
to take care of her family, Burns attended C &
thedral High School and excelled in reading,
writing, and math. She received a Bachelar's
degree 'in Mechanical Engineering from Mes
Yok University Polytechnic Scheol of Engk
neering. Ursula received a master's of science
degree a year later'in Mechanizcal Enginegering
from Columbia University.

In 1880, Burrs teceived a summer interrship

dwith Xeroce. She attended graduate school and

wortced hard during her intermship. Onee she
completed her degres, Usula Burre was of

dfered a permanent position with the company.

She woded her way from a college intern to
CED inthe course of 28 vears. Ursula Burns is
a testamentto hard wod not going unnoticed.

Ureula Burre B very invohleed in the community
She serves on numerous professional anc
cammunity boards. She is a founding boeard
director of Change the Equation, which places
emphasie on improving the U.5's education
system in science, technolagy, engineering and
math { STEM] .

Ursula Burns s a phenomenal waman. She has
dedicated her ife toward being a lifelang learre
er and gwing back to the community through
nan-prefit organizations and educational ad
vancement programs. Bums leads by example
and lewves to collaborate with others. She has
made a career out of loving what she does
She onee=aid, "Find something that you love to
do, and find a plage that you really lke to do i
in. | found sormething | loved to do. ¥Yaur work
has ta be compeling. You spend a lot of time
dioing it"
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Habitat for Hurmanity
2016 SPRING BUILD SCHEDULE

2409 Garden Park
Huntsville, Alabama 25810

Habitat ,
for Hima I‘Iit}" DATES DAYS TASKS

far. 1, 3.5 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Deliverwalks tosite and erect

Straighten, brace and sheath walls
Wark weall top plates far trusses

far. 8, 10,12 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Roof by subcentractar, (e will do interior work
on days sub are not working and when they have
the roof decked.)

har. 15,17, 19 Tue., Thur., Sat. Install hurrleane clips, Install hous e wrap, install
windowes and ext doors, irstall facia, reefbracing
and dead wood

har. 22, 24, 26 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Startvinyl siding, plumbing & electrical reugh-in
by Others)

hdar. 28, 31.Apr. 2 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Gauk openings, installwall insulation, cantinue
vimyl siding

Ap 57,8 Tue., Thur,, Sat. (Sheetrock by others) Sontinue virgl siding

Apr 12, 1496 Tue,, Thur,, Sat, Paint imterior walls, clean floor, paint base board,
doars and Tim

Apr, 19, 21, 23 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Install winyl flaor tile, sheet viny

Apr, 28, 33,30 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Install interior doors, basebeard, window trim,
cabinets

May3, &, 7 Tue., Thur., Sat. (Plumbing & electrical fedures by others) Install

door hardware, door stops, clesetshehing,
windaow blinds

May 10,12, 14 Tue., Thur,, Sat, Landscape, touch up paint, clean & wax floars,
work punch |ist

flay 17, 19, 21 Tue., Thur,, Sat. Catch-up

Wolunteers will work fram B:00 to 1:00 each day without a lunch break.
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In hemary O

M. Wayla?rgul%mﬁ, ﬁlms

There & an Old Danieh proverb which
states "What vou are & Geod's gift to
you; what you do with yoursell & veur
giftto God’,

LORD, remind me hoa' brief my tirme
an earth will be. Remind me that my
days are numbered, and that my life is
fleging away. - Psalm32:4

| am here an earth for just a little
wihile. - Psalm 118:18

Wawylon, a natwe of Nt Veron, Als
bama and a resident of Hunisville,
Alabama transtioned inte eternal rest
an  Saturday, January 18, 2018 at
Huntewille Hospital. Waylen was bon
February 1, 1882 to Mrs. Willard Sims
and was a Beacon of Lightte all whok new him
in every capacity.

Wayvlen was baptized a aninfant at Lithe Zion
AME Church. Ablvays active anid devoted, he
paticipated in many church conferences and
Christian Education activities, Wavlon attend
ed Citranelle High School and excelled in
rmamy areas. Honor's Band was one of his fa-
vorite activities and being selected a Presiden
tial Seholar, earning a trip to Washington 0.,

Upon moving to Huntwille, Alakama, Waylon
jained St Jahn A K.E. Chureh under the lead
ership of Rew. Dr: Homer L McCall.  Shortty
after Waylon joined 5t John, members of the
Male Choms approached him and asked him
to become a member of the choir. Waylon's
lowve for music and becaming a8 member of the
Male Chorus was a natural fit His love for
music goes back t hie high school days
where he played the saxophone and he was a
member of the Tuskegee University Grimson
Fipers Marching Band.

Waylen was a faithful member of the Male
Chorus. Waylen enjoyved the time spent in
preparing the music for peformance and the
singing of praises to God in worship. On eam
pus he would abvays inguire about the status
of the Male Chene and what sorgs were prac
ticed fhe missed a rehearsal.

Waylon akways looked fonward ta owr time of
fellmaship. The Male Choms would regularly
meet at the various homes af our members for

- i AT e Jof) |

A Bicentennial Celebration
of Richard Allen Founding

the AME Church

By Bridget.J. Floyd

AL A M e o |

not leave them, Heindicated that mamy peo-
ple in the Bikle strayed but returned to Ged;
that &, found that "the offer was still an the
table", He cited numerous biblical examples
and emphaszed comingreturning as you
are’, not waiting, becawse "you will find the
offer & =till on the table”. He exclaimed,
"Come badto Him!!"

Pastor Clayborn led the congregation in sing-
ing "Lowe Lifted Me" and externded the invita-
fion to Christian diEcipleship, emphaizing
“come hadk...God i rightthere”, He followed
this with prayerand thespeaker led the Doxok
ogy and offered the benedicton,

This special and historic day was celebrated
b the St John famik and vistors, This was
the actual bithdate of Bishop Allen. We are
tharkful far the rich heritage of the historie
AME Church,

AME Proud

80" Cluadrennlal
Session afthe
Gengral Gonference
ofthe AME £hurch
JuhyB13, 2018

What 1sthe General Corference®

The General Confarence |5 the supreme body
rican Methodst Ept | Church: It &
composed of the BiEhops, as ex-officia. prest
dents, according to the rank of election, and an
egqual number of ministerial and lay delegates,
elected by & pfthe &nrual C erferences and
the Lay Electaral Colleges of the Annual Con-
ferences. Other exofficioc membets are’ the
General Officers, College Presidents, Deans!
Presidents af Theological Beminafies; Chap-
lains in the Regular Armed Forees of the US4,
The General Canference meets guadrennially
Cevery faur years), but may have exdra sessions
in gerta@in Emergencies.

of the
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St. bohn members are encouraged to support this evert. Transportaion will be provided

ta the Golden Awvards Gala, Contact any Seward regarding esxpressions of love tothe
Bishop 2nd Mother Davis.
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“It Is Not Fair”

By Paulette Bargen

"fs not fair, sk got & bigger scoop of ice
gream!” Fram the fime we were very young
until the present, we are corstantly comparing
ourselves to others. We wsually do not do it on
purpose but sub-comscioush. We rmay not ad-
mit it He & mare handsome, she & smaller,
vie have the same job deseription but he gets
paid more, her cat 5 better than mine. We
might say to aursehies, my home & kigger, |
am the hest president that ministry ever had,
ar | am the mosttalented singer in the chair.

When we think we do not measure up 1o eth-
ers, envy and jealously take root. "Ny pet Tuck
casserole was fine until she brought hers."
When cormparson & in eur favor, pride and
arrogance can trap us. "He would be able to
pray better if he read the bible & much a |
da.”

Sometimes we delight in the mifortune of oth-
ers: That & the ugliest comparison af all. " ah,
yeu heard about her sen who got in all that
trouhle. Youknow the oneshe's so proud of.”
There & no win In comparison; it brings envy,
jealousty, pride and amrogance, 1t leads us to
maie ummise deciions. It strairs aur friend-
ship with gossip and strife. It can abo infect
our spirtual lives and divide the church.

Remember, if you are so busy being jealous
{enwying) of someone eke's blessings  vou
may miss. the pedfect blessing God has
planned for you, And wehen comparison makes
you feel less faverabkle than others remember
God has always called you His masterpiece.

Neww there B a soldtion to owvercoming the
problem of comparison. It & Gratitude! Thank-
ing Godwoks, ne matterwhatside of compar-
isan you are on Gratiude can shift your focus
on all'the hlezsings you have. Thanking God
puts you in the humble position to use those
gifts wuell.

Mo matter what, there will always be someone
Wwith more or less than you. There will be
zomeone to envy and someaone to envy yau,
Don't keep pace, keep peace. Choose to he
grateful for what God has given you. He does
not ask you ta change what you have. He aks
youto use what He has given yoau,

b ecide today to stop playing the game of come
parison; itkE a game we cannot win. We must
S e bvane) i e o )

;-..,’*' SGUJH) Kitchen

= arlsie Brooks

NS
EASTERE BLESSINGS

'He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet
He neversaid award. He was led as a lamb
tothe slaughter, And as a sheep & silent be-
fare theshearers. He did not open Hie
mouth.” Isaiah 537

Dear Man of Semows,
as we follow ™ ou on wour journey to the Cross,
e are overcome by ane and humiliby
at the unfathomahble lowe you have for us.
Geths emane, Gabbatha, Golgotha—Your love
is revealed all over,
we confess in humility that we have nothing to
offer
to pay for a loveso great,
no gitt er equivalent worthy of Your love
you werewilling to be crucified so that the to
ken afthis deed
would force people through all centuries
tokneel at the foot of the cross
and be broken at this realization of yaur love.
May this Easter time bring lave in our hears
that reaches deeperthansentiment
alove that seehs toknow Yourwil and do it.
Grantthat the remembrance of Wour cross will
iMEspire Us anew
to aceept the challenge of sin,
and te triumph in " our name.
Inthe name of our crucified Savior,

Armen

Weekly Prayer Time

Tuesdays at Moon

Conference Call Credentials:

US Toll Number (3304 881-1212
Meeting | D BY G-283-840

Lizten tothe playback any time:

Playback Number (530 221-1218
Meeting |d 876 B53-540

" praging ot all imes inthe Bpirt; enhall payerand
wippleation. To that end keep alen with 3l pereewe-
ance, rmakn g suppleatian Groall the sainks "

Ephesians @118
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Technology Tip
By Ricardo Williars
Whether t be at home, at wok ar traveling 10
the par, peapld find 3 nesd to connect te the
Irfernet. They eften use & smartphone ai t=hist
todosa, Nowadays, they can use a smarwatch

to connectto the Internet or send text messag-
=5

& first. glance, comparing the features of a
smartwatoh to a smatphone may be confusing:
A huge bensfit B having the ability ta redejve
motificstions gn the smarkwateh, Messapes ean
be viewed directh frem the smarteatch versus
hawing to pull out-the smart phene, unloch it
and Vi messages. This feature of the smarn-
wateh saves e and provides. s simple means
toview messagss.

Cfzn, people find themselves 1 meetings
where they have o comstanth checd their
plhane, which can be a gign of fudeness noa
meeting. The smarteatch allows-ane o handle
answering catk ln a diferentwary. Calls can be
declined or accepted directly from a . smar-
waich, By acoepiing the: phone call, one can
activate the phones speater and imigraphone
for sonversation. This can be a Big help when
driving, working araund the hause, o simphd
kusyiwhere ane sannat re ach their phane,

The battery ifz-is an EsuUe with a smarphane.
By using-a smarbwatel, aneg eati lengthen the
batery life of their smarphene by reducing the
amaou it af time the smartphons screen 5 aci

far small tasks such as 'messaging and anser-
ing valls. Because the smartwatch can connect
ta the Internet H canm mace traveling threugh
airport secdrity easier hecsuse passengers Gan
ke their baarding pass wisible on theirsmart
watsh,  This. allews them to keep their
smartphone smwed during the sesurity process:

The Apple Wateh, HTD One, Samsung Geat,
Pekble Time and the LS Gi=me Gadget-are
great smartwatehes, Of course there are sevsl-
al others, but the watehes listed are seme-of the
mestcommonhy used

After all, people are-aways looking for says o
provide simplicity in their daily rootines, With =
many Benefie and features, a smarwateh can
be s great toolto provide simpliamy

Reflections on the 58th
Grammy Awards

By Roberta Burton
(Lead husican Br 5t John AW E Church)

el s g 31

Top REEHp-Hoo Abwm e chat, and an
impressive debut on the US Bllbosd 200
chart. Their album garered them a 2012
NAACP Image Award nominaton  for
Citstznding New Arhizt of the Yesr,

In August of 2014, Committed recorded their
second album galled "Home for Christmas.”
Three songs, “The Chipmurk Song" "Mativity
Medley,” and "Do You Hear What | Hear,” were
submitted for consideration for the 58th Gram-
my's. A5 & producel, | assisted in over 51% of
the production and recording ef this project, On
December 7, 2015 at 7:17 am, | found out that
the =ong, "Do %ou Hear What | Hear," ar-
ranged By Armand Hutton of Mashville, Ten-
nessee was nominated for category 82, Best
Arrangement, Instrumental or & Capella, Field
21,

The greup traveled to Les Angeles on February
12, 2016, The group's agenda allewed far time
to perform at several venues in the Los Ange-
les area. They pedormed at Harsas Avenue
Sewventh Bay Adventist (SDA) Church in River-
zide, California, Wt Rubidoux SDA& Church
and The Saoiree in Narth H allywwood

Monday was The Reveal Geremaony, &1 the
Reveal Ceremony at the Staple Center down-
town Los Angeles, Committed l2armed that aur
Sing-off friends, Pentatonk, won their 2nd
Grammy for category 82, Best Armangement,
Instrumental of A Capella, Field 21. At that
paint | had to ask all the members in Commit-
ted if they were ok, They were emotionally in-
volved, but they did not win, About twe (2]
minutes later, they allsaid,” Ok, lets eat.” That
tald me they were ovel the loss and were ab
ready planning for nes year,

The Grammy experience & something | will
teasure for the rest of my life because now, no
matter what happere, myself, Armand Hutton
and Committed are " Grammy Nominated.”

Be blessed anmd, be a blessing to someone
else.
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Caregiver's Prayer and Respite (CPR) Ministry
Holds Spring Workshop

Submitted by Barbara Johnzon

Looking far resources as & caregiver just got e asier, 'Stui Jdohn's Caregwers Prayer and Respite

Minsty held ik spring wetkshop on Saturday, March 5. This was the third workshop and an-
ather is scheduled for the F all,

The presenters for this workshop were all representatives
of TARC OG, Top of Alabama Regional Council of Govern-
ments. The TARRCOG office &5 located in Humswville at 5075
Research Brive, Topics cowered ranged from services pro-
vided to the community through TARCOG, and fraud pro-
tection for seniors. St John's own M. Bonna Gullatte,
presented an excellent session onstess relief for caregi-
EIS,

Whai is TARCOG?

Established in 18628, TARC OG aims to identfy and ad-
dress common regional issues, opportunities, and chak
lenges af northeast Alabama's municipaliies and counties.
The services are in three program areas; Aging, Economic
Development, and Planning, For eur purposes, our focus
was mainly on Aging.

g m Session One
Wo AL Presenters '3 What'sin it for Me? Ares Agency on Agig

i I & Mrs. Lydia Weeks, Director of Alabama Cares Frogram
shared the follewing services for seniors which are availa-
ble through TARCO G,

Transportation -TARCOEG helps to fund senior transportin each of the region's five cour
ties,

In-home services - Sewices include housekeeping asktance, personal and telephone
visits, home delivered meals, and respite care.

Mutrition - mealks are provided for the elderly at 33 nutrition centers in the region. The A48
dlko provides homedelivered meak te the hore bound elderhy.

Legal -TARCOG has an attermey on staff to provide people ower B0 with legal services
which include advocacy, courseling, and assistance with simple wilk, and povers of
attarney.

Long-Term Cae Ombudsman - TARCOG s Ombudsman investigates and helps to resolve
complaints for residents of long-term care facilties.

Medication Assistance - Through Senior Bz, staff is available to assist low-income area
= eniors apphy for free medications directhy from the pharmacgeutical companies,

Alabarma Cares -There-are a growing nurmber of caregivers who are struggling to lkeep fam
il members [iving at home, butwho need aEssEtanceto doso. Alabama Cares provides
limited respite care, counseling, and help building wheelchair rampswhere needed

These are just a few of the services which are provided through TARC OG. For additional infor-
mation, please contact

W= . Lydia Weeks, Director, Area Agency onAging (4445

Alabama Cares, TARCOG .. ... coiiiienn. . 2OETIe2465. ... o Lydis sveskE itar s ng L

Session Two
Howifo Profect Yourse!f agaimst Medicare Fraad .., Senior Medicare Patmil (SWP

SMP's watk atthe grassroot level with people directly affected by Medicare fraud, errars, and
abuse.
Vvt e o oage 120
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Caregiver's Prayer and Respite (CPR) Ministry
Holds Spring Workshop

Submitted by Barbara Johnzon

AL Aovecerd o g 1)
M=, Kathy Jodain, State Health Insurance Coerdinator, shared the follewing tips to help seniors
as well & others avoid becoming a vietim of medical fraud
# [Bonoetgive out yvour Medicare # over the phone
»  Medicare will NEVER call fer your Medicare #
# The number en your Medicare Card'is your ar yourspouse's social security number and
should be protected at all times.
B ewiew your medical billing staterments for services orsupplies that were not provided,
R eview yourstatements for umsolicited supplies o henefiziaries.,
Be cautious. regarding the prescrbing or providing of excessive or unnecessary tests and
SEMVICES.
# Be cautious of persons requesting Medicare numbers at an educational presentation or in
an ursalicited phone eall.
o [Detect potential problemsfraud by

# keesping records of doctors' visits, tests received, equipment received.
s eading those Medicare Summary N otices (MShs) for accuracy.
# aking guestions of your provider or Medicare plan

For helpin detecting and/or ieparting an incident of Medicare fraud, ar for 3 Medicare guestion,
contact M. Kathy Jodoin, State Health Insurance Coordinatar,
TARCOG Areas Agency on Aging........ 2H0-TIB 2452 s kathy Jed pin B Er cog e

Session Thresa
Stress Management for Caregivers

M. Donna Sullatte, Urban Regional Extension Agent, Alabama Cooperative Extersion System
engaged the audience in several activities to recognize and reduce stress: Te reduce stress.in
aur lives, we fist haveto acknowledge it and regognize the s ymptoms, then identify strategies to
minimize the effects of stress and ultimately manage it effectively,

Symptams of Stress
Fatigoe, inmitability, ever eating, illnesses, impatience, excessive worry, sleeplessness

Srategies to Mnimize Sress
Byoidance.. . avoid unnecessary stress
After the situation
Addapt to the stressor Cadjust your attitud g)
Accept the things you cannot change
Adopt a healthy lifestyle

Waysto Manage Stress

Listen to music Tak to afriend Play an irstrument
Taie awak Breathe Getmoresleep
Tryto laugh about'it Take a hotshowerfbath Exercike

Meditate Tryoga Pray

For additional reseurces te help manage stress, contact
Mr=. Denna Gullatte, Urhan Regional Exters ion Agent
Alabama G ooperative Bxtersion System..; 258-541-3580

Donmagullette eviifaoes adu
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Just Say "No": Setting Personal Boundaries

By Janette B. Smith
Cernied Stmtegic enention & Alndset Coaclh

Last manth | wrote onsetfing personal boundaries. Pesonal boundaries are the imapinary lines
we draw around ourselves to maintain balance; protect our bodies, minds, emotiors, and time;
and protect us from the behavior or demands of ethers. They provide the framework to Keep us
from being used or manipulated by others, and they allow us to confidently express whe we are,
whatwe want in life and stay anthe path God has for us.

| shared the challenges many facewhen it comes to setting healthy boundaries and promsed that
this ronth | would share the "hew.” For persons whe are normally accermmadating and compliant,
setling and implementing boundaries may feel threatening and unnatural at first, But as you begin
to stand up foryourself and vour boundaries, youwill feel increasingly empasered and confident.

1. Mind Shift Begin with the mind shift that having personal boundaries s OK. It does not mean
vou areselfish or unloving. It & both completely acceptable and absolutely necessary for healthy
telatiors hips. Undestand that selfworth comes from defining life as you want itto be,

2. Detine Think about how vou have been allowing others to take advantage of you and
howe you might be accepting situations that are really unacceptable to you Maie & list of things
that people may no langer do arsay to you. Decide how you need physical and emetional space.
[ efine walues, belief system, and putlook on Ife so you have a clear picture of whe you are and
how yvauwiantte live.

3. Communicae Sit down with the peaple invebkred in erossing your personal boundaries
and kindly communicate your mind shift. Letthem know you have spent some time thinking about
what & important and acceptable to you and what & not. Let thern knoww how they have crossed
vour boundaries inthe past, and ask them to respect and supportyour new boundaries.

4. Bxpect Expect that this conversation will feel uncomfartable and difficult, especially if
wou are-a pleaser. There may he some defensiveness and push- bads from those inwobved: That s
QI They will get used to voul new boundaries over time. Be aware thatsome people in your life
may fall away @ a result of your outlock and demand for respect. But these are not people you
wiant in your life anyway. You will find you attract new, supportive, and healtthy-minded peoaple-in
wour life, Whatever you do, do not compromise your values, integrity, and selfrespect simply o
keep someans inyour life. Your s oul cannot sustain that.

5. Reirfarce It may take some time to train yourself and sthers around your naw bounda-
ries. Continue to reinforce themso that you aretaken seriously and respected. Practice saying ne
when you are asked to do something you donot want to do. Create a plan for imes when s ome
one crosses your beundaries. Let them know what they are doing. Ask them tostop immediately,
Wak anay fram any push-back or negative comme s without acquieseing or getting angry, Cwer
time, you andthe other person will realize you are serious.

G, Reward Besure to achnowledde and rewpard those who are supporting and respecting
your personal boundaries. Thank them and letthem knowthe positive impact it has had on your
life. This will motreate them to centinue their behawior,

7. Reciprocate Remember that respecting boundaries goes two ways. Examine your own
bhehavior and words to see where you might be cressing another person's boundaries. Work to
change those behaviors so that you are reflecting the respect and support you want far vourself,

2. Stay Flexible There is a difference between healthy boundaries and rigid boundaries. Weu da
not want to be a controlling ar dictatorial peson.. The goal is a healthy relatiors hip with those
close to vou, balanced by asemse of understanding, mutual support and give-and-take. There
may be accasions when you cheoseto bend your boundaries . or alloww s ormesne ta crass . the line,

A enmtberaced oo g )
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"It Is Not Fair”

By Paulette Bargon

L) o et R W)

not dwell on the failure of faith but celehrate
the success of faith. Lean forvard and think
positive,

Mo matler what hapoen s, aways be tranlift,
for this ig God s will for you who belong to
Chrst Jesirs, {Thessalonizrns 5:18

Referenee: The Comparison Trap by Sandra
Stanley

| Just Say "No": Setting

FPersonal Boundaries

(R rd Wy | P famg e )

When someane is hurt ar sad, needs extra sup
port, asks for an exception with respect and
Kindness — these are times to show flexibility
and leve. As you gain confidence around your
boundaries, you will know when and how to
bend them,

8. Be Patient |T you have had weak personal
boundaries far years, this change does not hap-
pen overnight DEengaging from the emotions

Celebrating
Mrs. Lois Clayborn

The 5t John family extends  prayers
far Pastor Patrick Clayborn, the Rew
erend Sheri Smith Glayborm, Mr. John
Zlaybarm, and family. May the love of
your church famibp-angfhre. n:n:r!fnlt of
the Father kEEp o tdu iyt I:[E sEa-

e ! . A\l
b mﬁ"’ﬁ.wyhh{a

of I'ulrs

od farthe lives
. i.'?ea'uﬂ"’.ﬁfﬂi:e F.uir heaﬁen S ying,

! gshe zpread
8 all who r:r

Wte this: Blessed are dhe dead whe from
fio 4 o n're i the Lo "Yes' saps the
- pmt ey il .re.s.‘ fom . deir labars, B

‘thelrdeads Alowtem "
- Revelafion 143

In hemory OFf

Mr. Waylon Tyrae Sims

By Rufus Gilmore

FL A Mriadd s (e

felloweship and fun. This was a time for family
and friends ta some together to bond in sur
relatiorship as brothers, Wayon's smile was
an intricate part of his total persona. | sannot

gver remember seeing him'witheut that loving -

s=mile,

Waylon was a dedicated member af the Sons
of Allen and participated in mamy of their pro
jects,

Waylon Sime will be missed by the Male Cho .

ne, Sore of Allen, and the St. John family.

and beliefs that led to weak boundaries requires

(practice, and sometimes #trequires the support

of a counselar. Begin to recognize and chal
lenge the limiting beliefs that underming your

|practice of setting boundaries. Try to reguire

that bountaries are respected even when you
feel ursure ar uneomfartable.

10, Beliewe Believe in yourself and your wal-
ue a5 a unigue individual wheo B worthy of love
and respect. Trust instincts and feelings about
what you do and do not want in life. Ma one
kmowes better than you who you are and what
you desire. Practice selfconfidence and zelf-
leve until'it feels natural Setting and requiring
boundaries is a greatway to practice this.

When you define and implement personal
boundaries, fear dirminis hes significanthe. You

il feel more empowered and selconfident
| becaus e you are communicating your sef-warth

to those around you. The more you practice
haolding fast to your houndaries, the mare |owe,
respect, and suppoart yau will find inyour life,

I hope you have foundthis helpful. Share youl
comments and suggestions at

janettef@janettes mith. com #Be Empowered

S O R o)
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2016

The lessan reviews for Apnl were written by
Brother Willie J. Sandifer, Church Schoal Su-

perintendent

April 3, 2016

Lesson Title! Renewed Hedth

Lesson Scripture: Luke 7:1-10

Print: Luke 7:1-10

Dewtional Songs: #2683, #2272, and #2503

Hey Yerse! "When Jesus heard this he was
amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that
followwed him, he said, "I tell you, not even in
Israel have | found such faith™ (Luke 7.9

Jesus was returning to Capemaum after hav
ing finished what & called the Sermon an the
Maunt.: The centurion was very compassion-
ate toward his servant as shown by his reach-
ing out to elders of the Jewsh community and
Jesus. He requested that Jesus come and
heal his servant.

Up to this point Jesus' ministry consisted of
anly Jews. &5 mediators bebween the two cul
tures, the Jewish eldes approached Jesus to
have access to Jesus' healing power. This
healing poser possibly  was taked about
among-Rarman government officials after the
Roman officials son was healed earlier in Je-
sus’ ministry, The eldes were successful in
appealing to Jesus to grant the regquest of the
cemturion. The elders were carsful to veuch
for the cemturion's credibility as a friendly Gen-
tile.

April 10, 2016

Lessan Title! A Reversa of Shame
Lesson Scripture: Luke 7:.38-50

Prirt: Lulke 7:35-50

Dewtiona Songs: #3564, #2568, and #243

Hey Yerss! "l tell you, her sins, which were
many, have been forgiven; hence, she has
shown great love, But the one to whom little s
fargiven, loves [itle " Like 7<),

Because the woman in this [esson was k nown
te be a sinner, her path weuld not have
crossed with Simon's. The woman was not an
invited guest in Simon's house, She came to
the dinner party because she kneh Jesus was
inwited and =he ohviousk believed He would
not reject either her presence or her desire 1o
touch Jesus & shewarshipped Him,

Simon uwed this occasion as an oppertunity ta
closelywatch Jesus in asocial setting to evale
ate He behavior and gauge His worthiness to
be a prophet and to find mare things to e to
discredit His ministry.

Jesus did not rebuke or lecture Simen. He
used a parable which allowed Simonto see his
own sin., The equalizer in the parable & sin,
Through the use of indebtedness the parable
placed Simon onthesame level & the waman
a hoth of them were sinners, indebted, and in
need of forgiveness,

April 17, 20186

Lesson Title; & Sound Mnd

Lessan Scripture: Luke 5:28-38

Primt: Lulke B: 25-38

Dewotional Songs: #4412, &7, and #243

Key Verses! "People came out to see what
had happened, and when they came 1o Jesus
they found the man from whom the demons
had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed
and in his right rmined’ { Luk e 82325,

The things in this lesson unfeld as Jesus was
getting the disciples ready to go on a healing
and preaching mission all by themsehles. Je
sus |et the disciples obsende Him demonstrate
power and awuthority over nature when He

calmed a storm, demonstrated power over dis-

gases, and demonstrated power owver death.
Among those things, Jesus alko showed that
He had power aver the spiritwarld. He healed
the man in this lesson from demon possession
and restared him to asound mind.

The disciples, whe were amazed by Jesus’
poweer and authorty, had asked the guestion
"who is this" before. The man answered their
gquestion by telling thern that he “fell down be-
fore Jesus and shouted atthe top of his voice,

wehat have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Mozt High Gad”

April 24, 2018

Lesson Title: & Family Raunion

Lesson Scripture:. Luke 15:11-32

Prirt: Luke 15:11-24

Tentative Dewtlona Bongs: #525; #2861,
and #2443

Hey Verse: " This son of mine was dead and 5
A ol ey v i)
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Church School Lesson | - & TEHEJI;%;-FEH
i By hariah L. Gulltte

Rl oo ppet )

dlive again; he was lost and & found® - And

they began to celebrate” {Luke 15:24, y ?
Texting Teen News: YPD
. Jesus used three parables: 1) The Parable of
l‘l-.hﬂsh' the Lost Sheep, 20 The Parable of the Lost | Well | guess vou're wondering....what hap-
O . '?,-_':n Coin, and 3) The Parable of the Pradigal Son, | penedto the little people, or not sa Ittle Fyou
E' which & highlighted inthis lessan ask me! The youth at 5t John have been
busy, in and sutide of the church! At St
In the latter the younger son rebelled and | jopn, children and young adults are imvaled:
3 ashedfor hi share of his fathers estate. HE | caping, leading, and building. You can find us
- f.ntr'!er D':'mpl'e'_i_ The san squandered his M- 1 in the cheir and pulpit. We arethe next gener-
| e o ety " em | sion o e AU chuch, & & good ts know
Lt r u - "
ﬂfucuﬁ\ atiai - aT s -cebadian and miibs sau it Aing that children are never too younp to serve.

as well as how he had dishonered God and his
father.

The Pharkees and teachers of the law eriti
cized Jesus for welcoming sinners and eating
with. them. Each of the parables highlighted
Jesus’ purpose, which He declared was not to
gall the righteous, butsinners to repentance.

Church School
Book Club

March Discussion Date: March 15, 2018
10E0 AM: —11:30 AM.

Last Temptation, Stimpson, 2010
April D iscussion Bate: April 18, 2016
10:00 AM, —11:30 AM,

Some Love, Some Pam, Somelime, J. Calfor
ria Cooper, 198G

In Some love, Some Fan, Sometme;
Cloopers charactérstic themes of romance,
heartbreak  struggle’ and fath resanats. We
meet Darlin, a self-proclaimed, femme fatale
wha uses vl wiles toctry to find @ hisband;
hlee, whese |ife seems to be coming to an

D wring the menth of February, the YPD held a
meeting to fellowship and to welcome the
new VPR Director, Jason Gilmore! 2016 will
be a busy year; filled with service and growth!

Ako, the WMissionary Society Area Meeting
was held in Guntersville, Alabama. The YPD
met with Area Director Rebecca Buggs to dis-
cuss the upcaming events of the YPQR. Dates
and events are te be announged atthe YPD
M eeting.

A5 young people paricipate in-a wariety of
clubs, groups, and erganEzations, it & Im-
portantto remember-the purpose for why we
volunteer our service, time, and talent. Young
peaple have the power to do great things- no
age limit attached, Itis of highimpoadance that
people of all ages remember that message.

And until next time.., TTYL ({Tak Te vou Lat
en!

St. John Contributed
to Food Pantry

'ﬂurlng the menth of F ebruary,

i sl St. John members donated
FUDD |generowsly to the Food Pantry

{at Daniel Payne Community
DRIVE {Plaza. Thie Food Pantry & a

|Mirth District project and will
Iprovide food to those in need
throughout the state of Alabama. Thank you,
St Jdohm for your contriblations.

end atthe age of forty untilshe decides to set
outand seeifshecan make a new life for her

self; Kissy and Buddy, hoth frying and failing

ta find:them untilthiey finally meet each other!

and Abherdeen, whose daughter Unigus shoas

b1 how to educate hersell and move up in the

waor e

These characters and others offer inspiration,

laughter, instuction and pure enjoyment in
what i one of J, Calfomia Cooper's flneststu-
ry collections. — Amazan

More information will be provided on this minis-
iy at a later time,
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April 2016

Sun hdan Tue Wied Thu Fri St
1 2
B30am.
D Mirsiy

3

B A
U
QS am,
Charch School
I0=0 am
Il Y
CammuriiEn

AMEN DEACLINE

&I0pm.
‘DmpelChor Rerearal

4]

Hoon Prayar Call

S00p m.
Gl de3 5 Boand

Mp.
Skeward Boaxd Mig. |

nitial $&rmon
£:00 p.m.

E0Dpm,
Geepel C holr Rerearsd

g

S30am.,
Bz Mifdsiny

[EHC ]
MM ENR SiafrMer ing

10

580 &.0n
Wars i
S5 am.
Chanch Schaol
100 am.
[T ER T Fl

11

S0p .
WP Chok Rerearsal

12

Hoon Praysr Call

S00p m.
This ke Bd.Mb.
IP Chadr Releareal

13

1200 pm . &
EO0 B,
bk Sticy

14 15

EOOpm.
WP Chok Axtearsal
B0 pani -
Bade Chons
Aele arial

16

SZ0am.
Parmze Mirfsiny

7

LA R H
AL
95 am,
Chael Sciool
1030 aim

ST T |

18

it

MN=Eam-100pm, |

EOUF
KRITCHEN

Ko on Praysr Call

20

21 27

23

Ninth District Md-Wirter Mesting
Daniel Payne Community Plaza

Gol den & wards
Gala
600 pm

24
O A
o b
s am,
Chamelh Sziool

10550 Adn
U et ol

| GiXpan.
| Moms Choir Re e

26

1130 am - 100pm. |
soupP

RITCHEN

Ko on Praysr Call

27

1200 pm . &
GO0 pm.
bk Sty

28 29

G0 pIn.
M Chor Aetearsal

30

S3am,
Perez MirFlny
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.= | S, Johin AME Church
BUS | 220 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

=03 The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
- | Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

= The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

e T b ) B I Hid Y WWEEN: == mism el
March 21-23, 2046 Reviial 830pm ., The Reverend Bankole Akinbinu, Revivalist

March 24, 2018 Nizumd v Thursd gy Service, G:30p.m

March 35,2016 Good Friday Seryce, Saint Fhiio AME Chuch,
Hlanta, Geomgia

March 27 2016 Reswrreciion Sunday
Suprige Serwice, B'00am .
Easler Program , 9:30am ,
LazlerMoming Senvice, 1080 am
April 3, 2016 South Sim ingham -Huntsvile-Begsem er Digict Conference

Aol 20-23, 20916 Ninth D strict Mid-Winder Meeting, Daniel Payne Communily Plaza
" Golden AwardsGala .. Apnl 22 &6 pm

Thatif you confess with your mouth, “Jests iz Lomd ™ and believe in your heant
that God raised him fiom the dead | you Wil be saved . Romans 1009

INDNJG
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At the Cross on Easter Sunday Morning

By Lydia D wens

The Easter program opened with an Easter Prayver by
Little Miss Jessdca Harbin The opening song was from
the Childrern's Choir "You are Good,” with soloist Chan-
ning Wilson: Kaithn McClung inspired those present
with an original poem entitled "The Covenant "

A & ecial
effects wvideo
introduced the
play "He is Ris-
en" The narra
tors, Josiah
Gullatte and
Florgan Dwens,
st the scane as
the crowd anx-
iousk awaited
Jesus This
would be the
final ime Jesus
vwalked the
dusty road to-
ward  Jerusz
lem. His years

of  preaching
and teaching would now culminate As the crowd
cheered, Jesus shed teas not for himself, but for

those He loved The crowd shouted: “Hosnna Ho-
anna Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord Blessed isthe King of Israel. Hosanna! Hosanna!"

Sharon Hicks calmed the crowd with a solo "For God
S0 Loved the World! and Kathryn Buckham-White
fearlesdy minisered in dance to "In the Name of the
Lord!"

As Jesus and the merchants entered the temple, He
Wwas upset by what He saw. The selling of doves and
cheating inthe temple of God, The doves were being
cifered to the crowd at a cheap price and they were
selling fast Jesus quickly ordered the merchants
out  Seeing lerusalem like this, dl He could do was
weep As the merchants mied, the Chief Priess and
the Pharisees became more determined to get rid of
Jesus and Histeachings

We were reminded of God's love for usby the dymamic
duo - Isaigh and Caylon Mayes- John 316, Afterwards
the Children’s Choir sang "lesus Loves Me "

As Peter and Johnm were making arrangements to cele
brate the Last Supper, Judas was meeting with the
Chief Priests agreeing to betray Jesus for 30 pieces of
ghver. Mark 14:22-25 was recited by Kennedy Crutch-
ef. After the Last Supper and prayer the Children’s
Choir sang a wmn "Near the Cross,” led by Zaria
York After which Jesus and His disciples left the Gar-
den of Gethsemane alone Jesus prayed and His disci-

Lpril 2006 Page 2




At the Cross on Easter Sunday Morning

By Lydia Dwers

man and release Barsbbas! (Luke 2318) "But
they showted out, Crucify Him!” "Crucify
Him!"™ (Luke23:21) He was spat on and beat-
en. He was led away and people followed Him,
including His mother Mary and Mary Magﬂa—
lene With al that was going on, Jesus turned
and said "Weep not for Me, but for your fami-
lies {Luke 23:28)"

The Children's Choir sang "Were You There
When They Crucified My Lord" and Kristina
lefferson ministered in mime to "Betier” by les
sica Reedy.

el v g 3)

ples fell asleep From tha me-
ment on Jesus knew He would be
glone  Afterwards  Brother - Re
ginald Pearson sang "l Thank God
for the Blood "

Once lesus was arrested and led
out of the garden, His disciples
were nowhere in sght........ Peter
dropped his head and wept Jesus
was handed over to Pilate who

lease Him, BUT the
crowd began ta cry
out "Aweay with this

found no fault in The Easter Program ended with the Grand Finale; the
Him. He was then Youth / Young Adult ministered in dance to Matthew
sent to Herod who 28. Al of the participants did =n outstanding job!
questioned Him; Those present seemed to enjoy every minute of the
howev er, Jesus said program. A special shout out to Little Miss loya Clay-
nothing: He was born, who managed to keep her composure as she
sent back to Pilate gracefully, exited the sage with her @ ms folded with-
who seemed to re- out assistance from P2

Lpiil 2016 Fage 3



The Reverend Akinbinu Preached

for the Holy Week Revival
By Bridget Floyed

5t John AME held
its Holy Week Re-
vival with the re-
turn of the Rever-
end Bankole
Akinbinu, pastor
of Baptist Grove

Church, Rdeigh,
Morth  Carolina
Each time this
gfted preacher
has come to 5L
John he has in-
ired the con
gr egants with ser-
mons which truky
semed to be
Godinspired His

biographical in-
formaton highlighted his embrace of Philippians 16,
“"He tha hath begun a good wark in you is fathful to
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”, The Reverend
Akinbinu earned the master of divinity degree from
Princeton Theologicd Seminary in Princeton, New Jler-
sey. Heis a currently pursuing a doctoral degree &
Dule University Divinity School

The nightly revival services were held Monday, March
21" through Wednesday, March 23™ at5:30 p.m The
reviva theme was “Lean Forward!” Boecutive Blinister
Sheri Smith Clayborn led the worship service sach
night. M usic was provided by 5t John's Mass Choir on
Monday night; Hope Community Church Praise Team
on Tuesday night; and In One Accord (IOA) on Wednes-
day night On Tuesday and Wednesday nights prayer
was led by Elder Willie Diggs of Beacon Hill Worship
Center, Madison, Alabama The 5t John Praise Team
offerad selections each night

On Monday night the Beverend Akinbinu preached on
the topic "Growing in ¥ our Perspecove of What is Pos-
sible”, from the text Joshua 1714-15. He began by
proposing tha there are seif-imposed limitabons

which are based on “natural limitatons”, however
"what God has for you goes beyond natura bounda
ries’. He proceeded to list examples of expansions
made possible by the power given by God through the
Holy Spirit  In the text, the trib2s of Joseph comr
planed/negotiated for alarger portion of land in that
their size/number was too great for the limited land
gven. The avangelist noted that it was made plain to
them that their vision was limited; that is they did not
consider the forest areas that, with considerable work,
would indeed give them the expanson for which they
[obbied He urged those present to not be imied by
what others tell them they cannot do. Bather, they are
to "trust God to gve you strength to ook, search,
think beyond boundaries .- God's vision includes un-
charted territory”. Doing so may result in some adver-
gty and leaving one's comfort zone (for example, in
the text having to clear the forest so that the land
might be inhabited) He noted that in the textloshua
mdicated that raher than having @ “hand owt”, the
people must work for the l[and. The PBeverend
Akinbinu cautioned that as in the text, one must not
expect a hand out from the God who cam and will pro-
vide manna, make a way out of noway — it will be nec-
essary to not wat for "a heavenly hand owt”. He indi-
caed that "to whom much is given, much isrequired”,
Addionally he encouraged that when facing opposi-
tion or discouragemerit, to remember that “Even if the
opposition is big, my God is bigger...God con...Think
beyond what you can see..Jf God can roise fesus, He
con help you cross over the boundories!™

This inspiring and encouraging message was well
received by those present [t resulied in several comr
ingforward in response to the call fram the evangelist
and one who chose to step out to become apat of 5
John/accept the call to discipleship.

The Reverend Akinbinu preached on the topic “Fath to
Bring the Burdened to Jesus” from the text Mark 21 —
12. He used this familizr text tofocus on the fath and
unsefishness of the men who brought the paralyzed

Al kv maear oo Deager 1)
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The Reverend Akinbinu Preached
for the Holy Week Revival

By Bridget Floye

AL varirsie ! o e A

man to Jesus He highliphted that lesus taught with
authority and as such their unselfish faith was acbvat-
ed sa that they strove to make their way to lesus in
spite of the crowd, He mdicated that prayers should be
about others and one should not become self-
absorbed. The preacher explored other reasons for
being on a mat besides par ayds; for example, depres-
gsion, feeling unfulitled, =tress, addicdon, shame,
abuse, and family discord. He emphasized that "the
Church is about commumnity and mus have unselfish
fath He indicated tha “Thereis no ma that the Mes-
siah cannot deliver you from”, He dso indicated that
being “in the house” or inthe church does not guaran-
tee fath; notingtha in the text, the Scribes had prob-
lems with Fesus’ authority (e “only God can forgive
sing' ). He indicated that “we can be inthe same house
asJesus but not believe”. The men in the text believed
but realized that they had to take the man to Jesus
He guestioned the congregants, "Are you willing to go
beyvond beliel __exert the enargy to bring someone be-
fore lesus?” He noted tha the men took an uncon-
ventional path and asked those present would they
alse take an unconventionad path to bring/accept
those who may not it the traditional mold of believ-
ers/church membership He even speculated that vari-
ation from the church’'s tradimional order of worship
might present problemsfor some He ssked, "Areyou
willing to take the roof off so tha some people might
be saved ™ [Referringto the men making a hole inthe
roof and lowering the paraytic into the room where

lesus wes located] He closed by emphasizing that
“Solvaton 5 more impartant thar preserving the soo-
tus quo. If vou have the faith, God's got the powerlil”

On Wednesday night, the Reverend Akinbinu preac hed
from Il Samuel &: 12-23 on the topic of "Unrestrained
Praise”. He began by posing the guery of whether amy-
one has felt restraned by an unwritien code of con-
duct He noted "there are all ands of ways to worship
God — quist communion, giving of tme and talent,
ANEINg songs serving sacr i cialy”, to name afew He
indicated that “the worship that causes the most
gffense is menmtonead in the Bible the most”. He cited
s=v eral scripturd examples He described thisin terms
of "It is about making some noise, some demonstra
ton”. He cited examples of African American slaves
engazed in a circle of worship called the “ring shout”
which remaned a form of worship in the South, He
indicated that with social and economic progress there
was "more refinement and less free worship”. He
went on o say, “Ifyou don't have it [The Holy Spirit],
vou don't getit”.

The EBeverend Akinbinu noted that in the text, David
began to praise; that is dancing and praising God by
"twirling around in cir cles before the Lord”, He indicat-
ed that Michal, daughter of Saul, wife of David, crit-
czed him in his free praise (noting that she was the
“president of the ‘it don't take dl that' committes”.
While her view was tha David's behavior was not be-

L el orierd vwy g i
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Habitat

for Humanity”

DATES

DAYS

Habitat for Humanity
2016 SPRING BUILD SCHEDULE

2408 Garden Park
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

TASKS

Apr. 12,1416

Apr. 15,21, 23
Apr. 26, 28, 30

May3,5,7

May 10, 12, 14

May 17, 13, 21

Tue , Thur,, 5at

Tue, Thur., 5at
Tue, Thur,, Sat

Tue, Thur,, 5at

Tue, Thur., 53t

Tue, Thur,, 5at

Pantinterior walls, clean fl oor, paint base board,
doors and trim

Instal viryl Boor tile, sheet vinyl
Install interior doors, baseboard, window trim, cabinets

(Plumbing & electrical fixtures by others) Install door hardware,
door stops, closet sheling window blinds

Landscape, touch up paint, clean & wax floors,
wor ik purich hst

Catchrup

Volumteers will work from 800 am tol:00 pm each day without alunch bregk 5t John members are urged to
participate inthis annual service project & often as their schedule dlows

Lpiill 2016 Fage 6
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7T:30PM - GalLA CELEBRATION
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5t John members are encouraged to supportthis evert.  Contact the church office for more information
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Call on Jesus
Not the Psychic Network

By Faulette Baigon

Someone sked me i | had been to apsychic | lAughed
and answered with a resounding NO! | do not believe
in psychics. They seemed offended and answered tha
| should try it out and | might be surprised at what they
tell me about my self. So after thinking about i for two
2 | seconds, this was my reply.

Feel stuck? Is something troubling you but you just
cannot think of asolution? Do you need direction? Is
something weighing heawy on your mind? Are you up-
el Bbecause you just cannot find that perfect mate?
We can expect that in some pointin our Ives we will
hit some turbulence Storms in our lives can make us
feel off course and unsure of our direcion. We won-
der, "How am | going to make it through thist

There is one ample solution, get on your knees and
talk to Jesus He is the real connection. T you just lis-
ten, He will give you hope and direction.  He will help
vou with thingsthat areweighing heavy onyour mind,
He will help your sress level go down He can heal
your pain and sickness Do you have a problem &
work, call on Jesus! He will have an ansver for you.
The answer may not be what you want to hear, but if
vou listen and obey you will succeed Jesus knowsyour
future before you even thought to sk someone else
about it He knows exactly where we are, where we
are headed and how fierce the storm is

Jeremiah 1.5 says, "Before | formed you in the womb |
knew you, before you were born | sai- you apart”.
There are verses inthe Bible tha condemn spirits, me
diums, and psychics: Leviticus 1931, Leviticus 205 and
Acts16716-19 are afew Take time to read them:

Even if you think it is hamless fun, remember the devil
is aliar; nothing from darkness is good Do not e him
ease his way into vour life. Forget about that psychic
Go to Jesus instead  Paychics cost yvou a dollar a mi-
nute lesus has already paid the price for you

Direction comes witen we seek Goa's will first
- Proverbs 3.6

Soup Kitchen

By Cha ke Bmo la

"Even theSon of Man came not to be served but To
serve other s and to ghve His life asa ransom for
many." (Marthew 20-28)

Jesus tsught the circle of disciples that the mos i
pertant persen in the kingdem of God would be the
one who serves others He put leadership =5 a priofity

for ﬂmst who loved Him A true leader has the hl!ﬂﬂ'.

of &servant Htiiﬂzrsslmutﬂ'l’nlimthttxilhph:.ims
set for them and srve

There is an oid story of a bed-ridden boy whe spent his
days in the siums of a big city. Like a caged animal, he
Wias. cori ned iw H:tfnu: walls of his small room with
justane window Mo sunlight ever came through the
window. Both parents worked during the day and his
only companion was goomy sience without & glimmear
of sunlight. :

But God! His inventive friend noticed that on a cloud-
less day, the sun shone an the wall oppa dte the tny
reom for an hour or twa He took a cracked mirror and

‘every sunny day, & long & the ray of sunshinge shone

on thewall, he stoed in it with his mirror, and reflecced
the sunlight onto hisfriend'sbed. Hebrought sunshine
and joy into a yaung life robbed of all war mth.

The soup kitchen ministry invites readers to join them
onthe3™ and 4™ Tuesdays of each month to assist in
5t lohn's Soup Kitchen Ministry. Help to shine the
light to others.

Keep me from thinking | om better than others, dear
Lord, sathat |
may: ploy an impartantroke in your kingdom. Give me a
Fervant’s heart, Amen
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Maundy Thursday — Foot Washing Day at 5t. John

By Pank Ellam

Maundy Thursday, also known as
"Holy Thursday,” is the Thursday be-
fore Good Friday {the Friday before
Easter) Maundy Thursday is the
mame giien to the day on which Jlesus
celebrated the Passover with His dis-
ciples, kmown as the Last Supper.
These two important events are the
motivation of Maundy Thursday. First,
Jesus celebrated the Last Supper with His disciples and
thereby instituted the Lord's Supper; also caled Comr
munion Second, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet as
an act of humility and service, thereby setbng an ex-
ample tha believers should love and serve one anoth-
er in humility. Some churches observe a foot-washing
ceremony on Maundy Thursday to commemaorate Je
sus' washing the feet of the disciples Doing a foot-
washing in remembrance of how Christ humbled Him-
selff and washed the feet of the disciples is a powerful
reminder of how believers are to live a Christian [ife
Observing Maundy Thursday is a way that truly honors

20" B30pm, 5t John AME- celebrated Maundy
Thursday with a simple, yet powerful service led by the
Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn  The congregation
sang hwmns, had scripture reading, enjoved abeautiul
performance by the Dance Ministry, and a remarkable
solo by Sister Janetle Smithh The Foot Washing cere
mony was performed by the ministers and evards
This service provided a blessed observance and re-
minder of wha Holy Week is all about

St. John Worships at Saint Philip on Good Friday
By Medra McDanil

5t tohn observed Good Friday on March 25 at Saint
Philip AME Church in Atlanta where the Beverend Wik
liam 0. Watley, PR D isthe senior pastor. This annual
service of the "Seven Last Words" (s-a service of song
and preaching The sermons use texts from the seven
last words (sayings) of lesus on the cross Pastor Clay-

born has been invited to preach during this service
simce 2012,

The firg sermon was from the word "Father Fargive
Them; For They Enow Mot What They Do," with the
haost pastor, the Reverend Dr, Watley, preaching Dr.
Cynthia Hale, the senior pastor of By of Hope Chris-
tian Church, Decatar, Georgia, preached the second
word, "Today You Shal Be with Me in Paradis"

Pastor Clayvborn preached the third word, "Woman,
Behold Your Sen! Son, Behold Your Mother!" His title
was "When Hope Dies' with text from John 1926, He
emphasized tha hope mus be anchored im the Word
of God and that this is done by introducing hope to
faith. He connected the experience of Mary & the foot
of the cross with his mother (whe transitioned to
hearen jus two weels before this semvice) in posng

A Lirdhavanull i paatere J J
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The Reverend Akinbinu Preached
for the Holy Week Revival

By Bridget Floyel

it e v e )

coming of a king David emphasized tha she was {and
athers were) not his audience, but rather God was his
audience of worship. The preacher for the night sug-
gested that congregants contemplate what the Lord
thinks about their praise He warned, "Dont quench
the Holy Spirit” in an effort to not offend amy body,

Im the text, David contemplated that God “choss me
when nobody else knew me” and reminded his wife of
the tmeswhen God had given him victory over Goliath,
escape from Saul etc  David kept sight of being
“chosen” by God The preacher encouraged those &
5t John to realize what God has done and to praise
God He emphasized the dgnificance of Holy Wesk and
the culminaton of the same, with Jesus overcoming
deah through the power of God: “Eariy Sundoy morn-
ing. He got up with all power in His hand”™, He ended
by stating that “I'f give Him oll glory. the homor and
projsel™

He then imvited persons who wanted to modiy their
worship to a8 more demonstrative/outwardly crying out
and dancing about, to come to the front and be guided
by those who had dready reached this enhanced level
of warship. The pairings began to demonstrate their
praise and worship

Im One Accord (I0A) ina most melodious fashion, soft-
Iy, and then reached a crescendo, as they sang "Holy
Spirit fall down on me”, The Presence was felt  Pastor
Clayborn gave the benediction on this final night of Ho-
Iy W eek Revival.

St. John Worships at

Saint Philip on Good Friday
By Hedr=a MoDanizl

STt vt e W)

the guestion, “What do you do when your hope digs?
His answer was "Stay with your hope and do not miss
the lwing " He spoke of how his family fecused on life,
and not death, when the doctors said his mother did
not have much longer to live He neted that Hope stll
works when dying, hope will leave you in good hands
and hope cannet bebroken

The fourth word, "My God, My Ged Why Hast Thou
Forsaken Me?” was preached by the Reverend Mz
shiod Evans, 5r., senior pastor of 5t Jlohn AME Church
in Birmingham, Alabama The text was Matthew 2745
and his sermon was entitied "Things tha Go Thump in
the Might " The fifth word was "l Thirst” This sermen
was preached by the Reverend Eric Lee, senior pastor
of Springheld Baphs Church in Conyers, Georgia The
sermon was entitled “Let Me Clear My Throat” and the
text was Johnm 1928-29. "It s Finished" from John
15 30 was the sikth word This sermon was preached
by the Beverend Charles Macell, senior pastor of The
Breakthrough Fellowship of Smyrna Georgia The sew-
enth, and final word, was “Faher Into Thy Hands |
Commend My Spirit” The preacher was Dr. Kerwin
Lee, senior pastor of Berean Christiam Church in 5tone
Mountan, Georgia This message was entitled "W hy
Cid Jesus Put It in God's Hand?" and the text was Luke
2346,

Some 5t John members traveled to Atlamta for this
great service while others watched the streaming of
the service over the interngt

Thiz service of rememibrance of Jesus' suffering on the
cross to pay the ulbmate sacrifice for all gnners was a
refreshing reminder of Christ's love for His people and
how grateful they should be for the price tha He paid
Although the same “words™ are preached year afier
ved, there is always a new perspectve, @ new chak
lenge and a new hope for believers who walk in the
pah that was [aid by Jesus This semvice st thetonpe
for a glorious celebrabion on Besurr ection Sunday,
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Health Corner
TEENS and SEX ....Let's Talk

Submitted by RosemaryWiells, BN,

God created human beings as male and femae,
both in His own image (Genesis127)

5ex B @ wonderful
blessing, given by the
Lard, that serves o
EXpress inbimacy to
enother. The sexual
union s God or
dained and God giv-
en and must be ex-
perienced in a godly
way within marriage
The sexud relabon is

E Readm:

only properly ex-
pressed in marriage between a husband and wie (L
Corinthian 7:2-3). Sexuality isto remain pure The mar-
riage bed must not violae commandments of God in
deed or thought - no adultery, ne pornography, nove-
veurian, no bestality, incest, etc  In this, the ssxual
union can bring glory to God as it is experienced in ful-
fillment of God'sdesgn and purpose to provide pleas-

ure, companionship, iniimacy and a means of fulfilling
the commands of God to filithe Earth

"Research shows that teens are more sexually acbive
before marriage than parents think * By the time they
are 19, seven out of 10 teens have had =% Two thou-
sand teens get pregnant inthe United States every
day, Sexually active teenagers have very high raes of
sexually transmitted diseases and are more likely to
grapple with depression*?

Parents redly can make a difference! They can TALE
and LISTEN to their children, build strang relationships
with them, and aso set clear expectations and bounid-
aries for them. These are proven ways they can help
prevent teenage pregnancy, reduce teens chances of
geting 5TDs and help ensure that they lead healthy
and rewa ding lives

Although teaching abstinence & @ great choice for
some, it is not the only tool proactive parents need in

their kits To de due diligence in arming teens for this
rocky terrain, they will have to do something typically
resery ed for your best bud; Talk about SEX/

Bringing up the subject about the "S" word (sex) with
voung people can be very difficult 5 Tia Brown,
LMSW {a Professional Love Coach) ha written "A
Parent's Guide” with suggestions to help guide parents
through this awkward phase in their lives and thejr
child'slife. Brown saysthat candid talks about respon-
sible intercourse will help puard a minor's health and
heat—and your snity!

A Parent s Guide: Teaching Healthy Sexual Attitudes
{Without Encouroging Sex) by Age.... 5. Tia Brown.
LMSW

AGES 13-15

« Do notleove Minars Home Alare After School. Or-
ganized achvities—sports, social clubs and aduk
chaperoned meet ups—are 3 key Wway to keep your
teen occupied and supervised. ldled minds lead to
not-so-idled bodies
Do talk obout body images and seli-respect. Hor-
mond changes are a regular occurrence once pu-
berty kicks in It is crucial tha youngsters learn
how to love, value and protect the skin they're in,
which includes embracing who they see inthemir-
rar and cultivating regulas grooming rituals
Do revigt the Birds ond the Bees. Make sureyour
child has a clear understanding of wha constitutes
sexual activity, imcluding aral sex Share wivy you
are advocaing abstinence & thistimeand be open
o ansWering questions

AU il e gl
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Health Corner
TEENS and SEX ....Let's Talk

Submitted by RosemaryWiells, BN,

o atamanend o g 0 bad, and their repercussions Show that everyone
Repeat often and o5 -necessory! ha to go through this phase Be open to some
guestions about your regrets and what you did cor-
it is important that pour chifd be told about “the Birgs rectly. Be there for your child if they do dip and
and the Bees” by YOU (their parents) rather than ANY- make a mistake, let them know tha they can d-
GNE else {inciuding their BFF's) i Wiy s come to you for support and guidance Re
AGES 16-17 member no one is perfect
o Do not Assume Your Child Wil Disciose Al Consd-
er that adults often have a hard time dealing with
the connection between iniimate acts and physical
or emotional conseguences, 53 imagine how tough
it isfor young people To some minors certain top-
ics are awlkward to broach and your teen may feel
comfortable tadking with someone (grandp ar ents,
Aunt, Uncle) other than their parents, whom they
trust. Keeping the ine of communica@on open is
Very important

Do Discuss 5TOs: Have frank discussions about the

importance of sexual protection and al the options ALl AGES

available, preventing disease s well as ur-wanted Do Poy Affenbon, If vou believeyour child is depressed,

pregnancies It can take only one oime of unpro- pregnant or has an 5TD, enlist the asastance of amed-

tecied sex to contract an 5TD or to become preg- ical professona. Den't let shame or depid stop you

nant 5TDs are more than just embarrassment from reaching out for support

They are a serious health problem. I untrezed,

some 5TDs can cause permanent damage, such as

infertility (the inability ™ have a baby) and sven

death (in the case of HIV/AIDS) Sexuality is one of God's good gifts and the source of
much human happiness

Do Address Feelings. Puppy love should not be dis- .. when used gpproprigtely.

missed a5 meaningless; teens can have deep ro-

mantc sentiments Be transparent with your child Tolk.. Tok... Tolk...ond Talk Some More to Your

about how physcal imimacy can impact the inten- Teen about SEXT!

sity of emotions for both parties

AGES 15-19

e Do Tolk About the Future. Encourage your older
teen to share his or her professonal and famikal
goals Stress how impulsive or irresponsble deci-
S0 ns can negatively impact long-term autcomes

Do Open up About Your Own Choices. Be candid
about some of your experiences both good and
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The Problem: Anything The Answer: Gratitude

By Janette K. Smith
e rivfied S trafag e Interveamaa & Abndoer Coach

Giving thanks always for alf things to
God and the Fother in the nome of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
- Ephesians520

How easy is it to praise, worship, and thank God even
i the middle of hard Gmes! Tough, right? Yet, 1
Thesslonians 512 (KN) says, “In everything give
thanks for this is the will of God im Christ Jesus
concerning youw" Do we gve God thanks for the
bombing in Paris.or when we hea a young una med
person isshot down by police? What about the cancer
diagnosis we received or the news of the passng of
someons we |love wvery much. Mo, & would be
unimaginable to even our dear Heavenly Father to
think we could thank Him FOR those things: What He
does ask is tha if we will keep our eye on Him [N the

midst of those things, the strength of God, protection
and covering of God is activaed and we are then able
to malke it through. IN everything give thanks._not FOR
v erything give thanks

Here is more about the importance of gratitude
written by loshua Becker, the fahe of four Iving in
Pearia, Arizona He, his wife and children are just a
typical middle-class family.. minus the dog and
physical possessions. After a conversation with their
neighbor on Memaoriad Day 2008, they decided to
become minimalist and intentonally live with fewer
possessions. They have a very new perspechve on
gratitude If disconternt is the cause of many of our
unhealthwy habits, contemtment is the cure I
contertment isthe cure, gradtude is the pathway to it
Enjoy!

Maybe The Only Thing We Really Need is More Gratitude
Written by Joshua Becker

Gratitude provides proper understanding of our place in the world. Gratitude is the feeling and expression of
thankfulness for the ations of others that are costly to them and bendfi cid to us By definition, gratitude requires

humility. It reguires us to admit we have been the recipient of something we did not deserve. And it callsusto
admit there are no entirely saf-made men or women,

Grattude assigns worth to those who rightly deserve it. Whether | am thanking a parent, a spouse, a veteran, a
teacher, a policeman, or a mentor who has invested into mw [Fe, my response of gratitude to their acion givesthe
prais and worth to those whio rightlhy deserve it

Gratitude directs atiention to what we already have. Gratitude always requires our attention to be focused on
the good things we already possess. It calls us to notice our blessings and take greater appreciation of them. As a
result, our eyes are turned away from the things that are fostering the discontent in our hearts.

Gratitude improves our overall well-being. Scientific studies over and over again confirm what we already know
to be true: Grateful people are happier people. Grateful people routinely report increased well-being, better
health, healthier lifestyles, increased optimism, and a more positive outlook on life. Additionally, those who dis-
play a high level of gratitude are much more likely to have below-average levels of materialism.’

Gratitude is not a result of our circumstances. | have lived my entire life inside the United States, but have led
num erous groups of peopleto third-world countries | can attest first-hand that gratitude is not a result of circum-
stances. | have met graeful people in some of the poorest neighberhoods in our world and | have met grateful
people in some of the richest neighborhoods in our country. | have also met ungrateful people in both

"Taken tom hitp :Mew w.psy miarmi edufacuttwmmeoullough/Papersratiude materalismpdf , Aprl 2018,
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The EASTERTIDE SEASOMN consists of Easter Sunday and
the s subsequent Sundays which are dedgnated as
"Sundays after Easter." The last Sunday is called Ascen
sion Sunday. T isthe 50 days from Easter to Pentecost

Ezster isthe oldes of the Christian festivals and the ba-
sis from which the emtire church vear orignmaed. On the
first day of the week Jesus arose from the dead This
proclanation is the apex of Christanity for its believers
Each Sunday thereafier was celebrated as a "liflle East
er." The resirrection observance on the first day of the
week caused the day of worship for Christians to be
changed from the Sabbath, which isSaturday, toSunday
which became known & "the Lard's Day."

The ealy church called Easter, Pascha a word defived
from Hebrew which means "Passover.” The name, East
er, comes from the Anglo-5axon goddess of Spring, East-
er, whose festival coincided with the Spring equinox.
Esster & conadered to be the "Oueen of Christan
Feasts," therefore, Christians should fesl joy, ife, new-
ness, hope and victory during this great season

The liturgical color for the Eastertide sesson is white
which expresses celebration, festvity, jov and Victory,
Gold may be used as an akternate color for Easter Sum
day to express the special prominence of the greatest
day of the church year,

Essteride Resources:

¢ The four Gospels and the Acts of the Aposties =5

they relg&e to the resurrection and ascension nar-
ratives

The Mew Testament Letiers and Epistles reveging
the influence of Christ in the Life and work of the
church

Weekly Prayer Time

Tuesdays at Noon
Conference Call Credentias:

LE Toll Mumbef G30)881-1212
M eeting ID; B76-863 940

Listen to the play back any Time

Playback Number (530) 8581-1219
Meeting Id 876-863-340

prajdmEatal tires int e Spirit with sl praerare 5 U pplkaton
rotlaiend Eepakn withall persvepmnc e nEhing § o plc shon

forall sk= » Epheians &0

T [Jais

Go Green

In preparaion for the wam Wweather In [ate spring and
summer, rememberto tune the air conditioner system

Beplace ar filters The standard recommendation is
once amonth Clogeged filters cause poor air circuls-
ton and cause the ar conditioner to work hard er.

Hire 3 professional to gne the ar conditonsr sys-
tem a thorough eleaning and pefformance check
before you begin to use the unit for the warm
wedther

Online Giving Options
PayPal

Giuel|

AME Proud

On April B, 2016, Bishop John Richard Bryant, Senior
Bishop of the AME Church, announced that the Council
of Bishops decided to ardain Jarena Lee posthumoushy
during the 50th CQuadrennid Session of the General
Conference im July 2015, Jarena Lee was the first wom-
an authorized to preach by Bishop Richard Allen, Tounid-
er of the African Methodist Episcopal Church; in 12159,
Because of the laws of the church & that ime, she was
not ordaned. Despite the blessing she received: from
Bishop Allen, she comtinued to face hostlity to her min-
istry because she was black and a woman

#AMEPROUD
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2016

The lesson reviews were written by Brother Kenneth
Parham.

May 1, 2016

Lessan Title: Increased Faith

Lesson Scripture: Lukel7 -1-10

Print: Luke 17:1-10

Devotonal Songs: #4321, #8272, and #243

Key Verse: "Be on your guard! If ancther disciple sins,
you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repent-
ance, you mustforgive” (Lukes 17 3).

Upon refleciing on this lesson, the reader notes tha i
appears that Jesusis in a teahing moment He takes
the opportunity to speak on the relabionships between
fath and repentance as well a5 between fath and ser-
vice

On repentance; Jesus indicated that, ves, belisvers
may stumble in their faith but © will be better if one
dies, than allow one's actions or Teachings to cause an
inmocent one to stumble in their faith  But T there is
repentance, forgiveness must be gramted This for-
Eiveness must occur exh time a wrongdoer offers re-
penrtance

It is noted in this lesson that the disciples inguired
about an increased fath to deal with the issue of re-
pentance Jesus replied by indicaing tha they had all
the faith that was required and that what the disciples
were lacking was their commitment to service  Jesus
then took the opportunity to illustrate atrue commit-
ment to service by gving an example of a senvant who
came from working In the fieid all day, and sven
though the sspvant may be exhausted, he must be will-
ingly energized to take care of the master's housshold
and the master's needs

Jesus llustration pointed not to a desire for moreased
faith, butto a need for unselfishness in service

May 8, 2016

Lesson Title: Grateful Faith

Lesson Scripture: Lukel7 11-19

Print: Luke 17:15

Devotional Songs: #3124 #2558, and #243

Eey Verse: "Then one of them, when he sw that he
was healed, turned back, praising God with & lood
voice " Luke7:47§

This lesson highlights the importance of having a
grateful or thankful spirt The story of the interaction
of the ten lkepers and Jesus is noted These ten lepers
were aware of their lot in life and they also knew and
believed n lesus, the heder. Jesus indicated to the
ten that they were to go and present themselves to
the priest. Asthey traveled, they were healed

It was noted tha only one leper thought enocugh of his
old and new circumstances, to stop and sy thank yvou

to fesus  Jesus' response was, “Were not ten made
clean? But where arethe other nined”

The lesson scripture indicates tha the ten lepers had
faith to belisve that Jesus could deliver them from
their predicament, but what differed from the one
who took ime to stop and give thanks o Jlesus was a
sense of prattude  Sometimes in deding with daily
issues, individuals fTorget how to either stay humble or
take for granted the blessings they have been given
Based ontha time in history and the nationality of the
nine that expected a healing, they may have besn ina
rush to get acclimaed back into the Jewish communk
ty. The nine may have been thankful, but they Ecked
the self awareness that their healing ex perience may
have not been complete

The identity of the onewho offered thanks was ident:
fied as being aforegner, £ may be postulated that as
a foreigner (a Samaritan), he may have been over-
whelmed that Jesus showed him mercy and the Sz
maritam s gradtude or grateful faith played a part in his
complete healing The Life Study Bible commentary
indicates tha God does mot demand that we thank
Him, but he is pleased when we do so, and that He us
5 our responsveness in ether a posiively or nega
tively encounter to teach us more about himself

May 15, 2016
Lessan Title: Humble Faith

Lesson Scripture: Luke 18:9-14

I T i A

Lpril 2016 Page 15



Church School Lesson Overview — May 2016

A riiweas ! Mo e 13

Print: Luke 18:9-14

Devotional Songs: #4132 #77 ; and #243

Eey Verses: “The tax collector, standing far off, would
not even look up o heaven, but was beaing his bread
and saving, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!™ (Luke
B35

in reading the Lfe Study Bible commentary and the
preamble to the Lord's Prayer (Maihew 61-8), it is
noted tha the custom of the Pharisees (lesus called
by pocrites) was to stand out in the public streets and
pray aloud stating how good they were and had been
Inving in comparison to other sinners. [t s noted that
the Pharisees practiced this custom in order to be seen
and to gain praises of man Jewus in Mathew 6, indi-
cated tha these men have already received their re-
ward.

But in this lesson, Jesus indicaed that belisvers should
be most like the tax collector who took on the persona
of being unworthy to be near anyone (a characteristc
trait of being humblel We should pray in secret and
God, who sees in secret, shall reward openly.

May 22, 2016

Lesson Title: Childlike Faith

Lesson Seripture: Lukel815-17; Mark10:13-16

Print: Luke 18:15-17; Mark1016

Tentative Devotional Songs: #549; #25; and #243

Key Verse: "Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive
the kngdom of God 2 a little child will never enter
it" {Luke 1817},

Background information noted that during this ime
period, it was customary for mothers to bring their
children to a rabbi for a blessng and that is why the
children were gathered about lesus. [t was also noted
in the Quarterly that the disciples thought othe chil-
dren as unwanted interruptions since the status of the
children during this time pericd was praccally nonex-
igent However; Jesus, through His love for the chil-
dren, elevated the children’s status by discussing the
"childlike faith” of children with the disciples

The child-like gquality tha is realy being disussed is

the pure heart  Infants arrive on earth without ablem-
i=h on the soul K & the worldly influences that shape
prejudices toward or against variousconcepts. Evenin
eploring the concept of Taith, one sees where a child-
like faith is required. Mathew 55 reminds readers
that only the pure of heart shall see God

May 29, 2016

Lesson Title: loyous Faith

Lesson Scripture: Lukel19:1-10

Print: Luke 19:1-10

Tentative Devotional Songs: #525 #215; and #243

Eey Verse: "The 5on of Man came to seek out and to
save the fost” (Luke 1910).

In Luke 18, lesus indicated to His disciples that His
time was near and that He must goto Jerusaem in or-
der tha the scriptures be fulfilled (His impending ar-
rest, death on the cross and His resurrection).  While
on the road near lericho, lesus heded a blind man and
the crowd was so overwhelmed tha they followed Je
s on Hisjourney.

Here in this [esson, Luke 18 the story of Zaccheus’ en-
counter with Jesus is told Because of the crowd, Zac-
cheus climbed a tree to see Jesus The tree was dso
used & & tool of isolation (atax collector wasthe most
despised member of the Jewish community). |t was
noted that Jesus saw him, called Zaccheus by name,
and asked that he come down from the tree so that
Jesus could go home with Zaccheus and have supper.
It is noted that Zaccheus asked forgh eness for amy one
that he had wronged Jesus immediately forgave Zac-
cheus and gave Zacheus salvation Those in the
crowd did not ke this exchange and wondered why
Jesus would visit the home of a sinner.

Ir this lesson, andthe previousthree, it was noted that
lesus went out of His way to comverse with the out-
casts fthose having no class status, low class status and
a/en snners), bestowing His fove onthem and chang-
ing their-tves forever; bringing jov, hope and slvation
to those whowere consder ed unmwaorthy.
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May 2016
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Hoon Prayer Call
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Moon Prayar Call

29 3

Sthaunday

g5 am. Hoon Frayar Call
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PRAYER for the MONTH - Heavenly Father, thank you for your merces and Your faithfulness. You Eve been so pood 1o us, As [org as we

liwe, we will give Yoo prEe and thenlsgiking. Help s to boklly B of your pood mess amd share the message-of sakatan t hmugh f2ith in
JesiE Chrisl InHis mme, & pray. &men

Soripture for the mMonth—"8kssed be the God ard Fatherof our Lond Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given s & rew hirth into a
living hope throwe hthe resurectionof k5w Christfromthe dead,” (1 Peteri:3)

Lpril 2016 Page 10
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Return Service Requested

E-mail; = johnameh@acl com
.= Website! "sjohname-hsv.org
!E';L'EI. The Right Reverend James L. Davs, Servant Bishop
[=] =£: Mrs. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor
The Rewerend Oliver Allen, Jr., Presiding Elder
The Rewverend Dodor Patrick Clayhom, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Agrd 20023, 20d 5 Minth Discrict Mig- Winter Meenng, Danief Payne Community Flgzo
Golden Awards Galo .. April 22 gt & pm

oy 4, 2018 Quarterly Confarsnce 600 pm,
Fregiging Eider Diiver Allen, presiding

Moy 8 2016 Happy Mother's Day
May 15, 2016 Pentzcost Sundoy
Minth Nstrict Pantecost Scorterad

Worship at 800 am aod 1000 am. Witnessing at 11 30 am

Moy 22, 20148 Womens Missgnary Spciety Doy, 1000 am Serace
Maother Arelis Dowvis, Guest Speaker

Jufy &13; 2016 AME Church General Conference, Philodelphio, Pennsplvanio

Thot if you confess with your mouth, “lesus s Lord “and beligve in pour heart
thot God mised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romaons 10:9

IN DRI

Lprit 216 Page 20



ST. JOHN

A .M.E.Newstermer ¢

&t John African Methodist Episeapal Church Hurisville Alabama
Volume 21 Issue 5 May 2016

Mother's Day and AAMU Founder's Day Worship

B | }
| | &




=t.JJohnAMEN May 2015 Fage2

New Beginnings

By Charlsie Brooks

Cin Wednesday, &pril 6, 2018 at6:00 p.m. 5t John experienced "A& New Beginning for Jason Sol
omon Gimore”" Yes, Jason a life-long active AME, reared inthe cradle of the AME Church be
gan anew wak in his service o God, Jason accepted a call to the ministry o preach the Lord's
Gospel. The service included the call to worship, prayver, scripture and heautiful praise and woer-
ship led by the Prake Minstry. Pastor Clayborn intoduced Jason, stating that G od will rain down
powier and the outgouring of the Holy Ghost and that the church was gathered as God leads
anew this young man's life. He stated that he was happy to present Jason to deliver his Initial
Sermon, The Reverend Claybarn asked persoms to pray for Jason as they welcomed the Haly
Spirt as He spoke through Jason,

Jaon thanked God, as well as Pastor Clayborn, the Reverend Sheri Clavborn, hi family and
friends fortheir support: Jason's texdt was from John 5:15 and the sermon was entitled " That &in't
Mo Welcorme Mat” Thie familiar text Jason explained, was not the fisst time Jesus performed a
miracle: He reminded worshippers that in the previows chapter, Jesus met the woman at the
well. Jasonsaid the man had come every day and sugpested "this was prabahly his daily field
trip” He speculated that he may have even lived there. The lame man shared his story of vy
he had been prevented from being healed, "We dothie a well” he continued. Jesus did not ask
the question to just get infarmation that He already knew. Jason paused and stressed that "we
too have familiar storiess—for misery loves company,” This sufferer had a MAT - "AWelcome
fMat'. He had nowheelchair or no health devices for assistance. Jason reminded those in at-
tendance that people have mats atwomhip as well as wark, When Jesus
ald the man to pick up his rmat—he was healed (no water, no stiring was
feeded.)

_snn then shared his personal "Mat" story, On August 2007, while attend
Ing service (notworship), he along with his dear friend sat in the balcony, for
they had found their mats. The pastor, Dr. MeCall, called them out. Their
houghts were on getting their lunch money, but this Sunday, they heard the
Lord ask if they wanted to be healed After that point they put away their
mats and began service. Jason concluded. 1) We need to listen to Jesus,
2 We must suggest to others that we need help, 3) We can hear the voice
Bf the Lord Himself say —'No welcome mat, you are needed for your ser-
Wlce "  After the invitation to Christian discipleship, Pastor Claybarn intro-

A Church Corference was held imme diately after the service and the church

Pastor Clayhom, yoted to support the ministry of Brather Gilmaore, During the business ses-

Brother Jason Gilmare and sion of the Third Quarterly Conference, Presiding Elder Qliver Allen, Ji. -
F"E.!".'.':.I-'r"g'. Er.‘L-_rPI'I-n sted alicense to preach to BrotherJasan Gilmore.

e e
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"Rent hang arewrd the Wrong
erowd becaime then influenee
pan Fead you on the wmong

il path.”
« Rosehne Shines

Experance Normel and
Feselwie Akines

"Iq"nl hileBhae amel

Ann Glower

Bliarise Brooks and

frin Oanizk

Lermra Ashand Lidia Ouens
{zimea 1874

iy mother Ann Glover, hes abuays
besn the mesl posithe rale model In
v [iFe, and she has abvimys |ed by s
ample. Following & same of the mest
wluable adviceshe has glven me!

i1 Aways teat pesple kindkl, suen
when they havenol be=n lind te you.
2 When mak ing Ife decisions, Isten
o wihat oth ees have tosay, but do what
you feel 5 bestfor Yol affel sesking
puidance fram Gad

- Taml MeEhee

My dear mether was the pgreatest
fale mpdel | know, She =¢ 3 shin-
Ing ecample of forttude and pesis-
fencefor my ssten me; her P lers
and &l whi kney her. Her moho
injas:  Gods gifts should never be
taken far granted, " Frépare and Pur-
sUE @3 you Grew cand Glela fol
Christ"

« G harkie Braoks

Wy mother has-always Been iy bigpest
supperter, eyven when | (being the st
ghild) weas being "nen-traditienal' Shehas
ahnlays sncoulaged me to be iy o per-
son. One sitwation stands out_ | asked
het advics befare making s decElon thiat
was MOT at all 'pepllarin the 805 gned he
resppnse was: "lsedr decision to make,
even thoaugh | waulds't de o) wau'te nat
me, yau rEyau”

= bLydla Chwens
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Ninth District Celebrates Eight Years
with “The Golden Awards Gala”

By Medra hicDaniel

O the evening of Friday, April 22, 2018, the
Hirth. EpkEcopal Ditrict celebrated eight
wonderful years under the leadeship of
Servant Behop James L and Mother &Arelis
B. Davis. The "Golden Awards Gala” was
hild at the Minth District ewned Danigl
Fayne Community Plaza, which & one of
he most celebrated accomplshments of the
past eight vears, The walkways, entrances,
gorridors, cafeteria and auditorium were
beautifully decorated and set the atmos-
phere for a festive black-tie event.

e Pre-Celebratory Reception began at
00 pm in the tramsformed cafeteria
Throughout the evening and the remainder
the canference, many pesors  compl
mented the committee on the reception set

Buests and members of the Minth District
filled the auditorium to capacity as they ar-
thved, dressed in formal attire, to honor the
Digvie farnity and fellow lay and clergy far

........ .-.utt:nndlng service. Ms. Weda Howard, a
:ﬂmedlenne volce an:tn:nr and grl‘tEd vncaﬁ:t 1'r:|n'| Atlanta, Georgia served as the Mistress of Cer
emony. She managed the flow of the program and kept the audience laughing with her comical
remarks and introductions. Many pesors were nominated for the awards for Administration
Leadership, Servant Shepherd, Daniel Payne Spirt, Dr. Joan Cowsin Service, Spirit of Fellowship,
Spirtual Ins piration, Spirit of Compassion, Sara Allen Mission, Lay Discipleship, Innovative War-
ship, Presiding Elder Leadership, Bladk KMale Image and Mext Generation Discipleship. St John
members the Reverend Br. Patrick Clayborn, Br. Jeanette Jones, the Reverend Br. Homer L
MeCall, WMrs, Ernestine Bames-lvery, hMr, Willie Sandifer, and this. writer were among the nomi-
nees, Tearms of clergy and lay, mostly couples, pres ented the awards for the varlous categories
in theil own unigue styles that added humer and "roast style comment that henored the nomi
nees as well as the D avises, Pastor Patrick and the Beverend Sheri'Claybhom did a wonderful job
af presenting the Spirtual lrspiration Award, Celebratory performances were interspesed with
the awiard presentatiors and included Ms. Frederica Coleman, Harpist, the Tuskegee University
Mers Gleg Cluk, WMrs. Shelia Jackson, Mrs. L'Tamya Moore Copeland, Pendulum "Spoken
Word." Mrs. Shelia Jackson sang the imvocation, The Lord's Prayer” and the Dancers and Flag-
gers provide aselection priorto and during the processional, "Olmpic Fanfare and Theme.”

The final award for the evening was presented to Behop and Mother Davis for their selfless lead-
ers hip,

The gala was the product of many pesors throughout the Dietrictwhe planned and executed the
event. Highest commendations are extended to Dr. Cardelia B. Maoffett andthe R everend Chwight
E. Dillard, General Co-Chairpersens, and the Reverend D, Letitia Watford and Mr. James C,
Bonner, Co-chairpersons. This was a fitting celebration to honar the leadership far their service.

To God Be the Gloryg
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“Lwing Mom”
By Paulette Bargen

O x

i1

UEDR YRR REBE T BED RRIE ||

The reflection k& not for sveryone, it s for
some of ue who fee|l a little different about
Meothers B ay. This wiriter hopes ths helps.

When we were young children we showed our
mother love on Mothers Day by giving her
flowiers, making our owin Mother's Day Card
and my favarite, the famaus pichire cratted
weith wariols sizes and shapes of pasta noo-
dles. But now some are older adults and have
become the caregiver, the relationship iz a
little: mere perplexing: meeting her needs a&
she ages can become emotionally draining
and time consuming. Past relationships with
mam can ako affect how we feel about her,
Some have experienced canflict, rmistreatrment
or rejection and now are resentful. They have
witnessed other families where mom k& the
most loving and caring person they have ever
seen and stuggled with the guestion; "Why
didn't | have a mother lilke her?™

But despite past histories and present chal
lenges she is still mom and as £ hristians ene
cannot ignore the Bible's commandment te
hener parents. (Ephesians 8: 2-3) So we
should love and respect our mother 1egardless
of what has happened in our relations hips.

Remember that love requires forgiveness.
Animosity 5 poEonous and it keeps a good
relationship from developing. Treat mother
with kindness and respect. Being rude does
not benefit mom and it does nething to im-
prove the relatiorship with her, t ako keeps
children from moving fomséard in their relation-
ship with God.

Sometimes the child has to put mom's needs
first, regardless of hew inconvenient it is, Se
go eut of vour way to show some love,

Yes it sounds hard, butwhy would you choose
to live with hurt and resentiment when you can

P B drdaind i e U

Soup Kitchen

By Charlsie Brocks

COMPASEICON FOR DTHERS

"Haameone has enough money to live well and s=es
a brother or sisterin need but
show s no compassion —how can God's love be in
that person™ (| Jabn 347

Asmall boy was left home alone one day while
his paremts were out. A beggar came to the
door and asked for money. With the impuls ity
af @ child, the boy went to his slwn money bo
which had afew coins in it forced it open, and
gave the beggar all the rmoney he had saved,
He: afterwards said that he had never before or
zince, experienced as much joy as at that mo
e nt.

Giving meney to the poar is nat without s swn
problemns, Sometimes there & concern  that
they will buy alcehal ar drugs with the money.
Some feel that if they help a peson in need the
person may develop an atttude of dependenoy
and In some cases helping them actually does
mare harm than good.

The world & swamped with poverty and some
believe one small act of kindness will notsohe
the problem. “Yes, people can thirk of a thou-
sand excuses to not help others and some of
them are probably valid, Vet there are mamy
reasons to help:

A Chretian belisver might -ask, "What weould
Jdesus have dene™ or "What does lowe, the
Love of God expect from me? Ewvenif helping
a persan in need cannot solve a major prob-
lem, it can at'least bring a little relief. The "Bt
monthly Soup Eihchen" welecomes each per-
son's gift of sharing te help feed the homeless
who come to this ministry for neurishing. food,
Help & akvays welcomed and sameone will be
helped by simply knowing people care,

All donations are welcomel!
Lord Jesus, give me a heart flled with compassion,

that shares with athers what You have given me;
Amien,
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May is Mental Health Month

By Bridget J. Floyd

Annually, May is designated a= Mental Health Month, The purpose
E to rase awareness about mental health Esues. and decrease
negative -attitudes and miEperceptiors  related to mental illness,
ldeally this education and reduction of stigma will faciltate seeking
soreenings, assessments, and treatment by mental health profes-
sionak forthese inneed.

Mental Health Week, originated by Mental Health America { MHA],
began in 1849, Inthe 1830% the "week” tramsitioned ints Mental Health Monrth, during the manth
of May. The therme for 2016 is "Lifeweith @ Mental lllness.” The organzation has incorporated an
interactive plan to meet the goak of enlightenment of the publio. The organization s encourag
ing persons with a mental illness teshare how it feek to live with a mental illiness via words, pic
tures and wviden, in an effertta let these ot yet intreatmentknow thatthey are not alone in their
feelings and symptorms. Submissions may be anomymous. The posts will be collected and dis-
played at rnentalhealthamerica.netfeeklie.

A= acaveat, this ywriter, as a mental heatth professiona | would urge thoughtful considera-
tion by & person who is considering submitting a post, Albett redundant in many ways,
The noble goal of the MHA srganizationshould be weighed by any individual who might choose
to.share their information. Similarly, those viewing the posts need to do s o with sensitivity and
appreciation for the cowrage of those who submit their experiencesfeelings, caution is =il ap-
propriate when submitting irformation via socid media, remembering the wide range of
exposure and that irnfor mati on cannot be retrieved.

While alftudes have mpmoyved and memal healdh issues and et ent are gaining acceptance -
the fact rem alnaz, there 8l iz a3 need for moreasing awameness because sigma has not been
ergdicated.

The American Psychalogical Association, as part of Mental Health Morth, sporeors hational
Children's Mental Health Awareness Day during the fist week in May, which & Mational Chib
drens Mental Health Awareness Week. The green rikbon & asymbol for this weekfevenl, The
American Psychological Association (APA) focused on the challenges fharriers that effect ac
cess to mental health treatment for children. Additionally, during the month of May, APA had a
podeast by a psychologist an "surviving & relationship with & narcesist’. A psychologst or psy-
chiatrstwould need to evaluate-a person to diagnose himfher with Narcesitic Pers onality Disar-
der, the disorder goes beyond extreme egocertis m.

Curing Older Adult Mental Health Week (May 18 —22) APA coordinated with the Mational Coalk
tion an Mental Heatth and Aging to address ssues that impact the mental health of older ineivid
uak, May & ako Older Armerican Month. On May 24", the APA will brief Congress on the need
and recommendations for eliminating the heatth disparities that exist for men and boys who are
of Imver socioeeonomic status and ethnig'minarty members. They are-atrisk interms of tfrauma,
violence, and substance abuse,

It & importamt to recognize that familiar conditione such

as depression, arciety, bipolar dsorder, schizophrenia,
and post-fraumatic stress disorder can be managed. LIFE W'TH

& important to realize that help B available, | is also

important to become enlightened and realize that it &
a5 inappropriate to stigmatze those with a mental dis-

order as t'is to stigmatize these with diabetes, hyper-

e gl Db s ILLNESS

¥mentalilinessfeslslike




st. John A ME N

May 2016

Page 8

Habitat for Humanity
2016 SPRING BUILD SCHEDULE

2409 Garden Parlk
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Adthough the Habitat 2018 Spring Build &
almost complete, there & still an opportunity
to volunteer. Please contact Sieter Tami
‘ Metzhes to find out hew you can help, The

home dedication is tentatively scheduled far
Habitat

June <
for Humanity™

Weekly Prayer Time
Tuesdays at Maan

Conference Call Gredentiak ;

US Toll Number (5300 BE1-1212
Mesting |D: 876-863-840

Listen to the playback amy time.
Playback Number (520) 831-1218
Mesting |d 876 333 840

“opravang &t all tres i nthe - Smr wih all paverand
sippeaton Tothat end keep alert witty all peresuwer-
ance, making suppleaton forall the sains "

- Ephesians 0118

'Agnes Cooper Area
WMS Meeting

Held in Huntsville
By Paulette Bargon

St John AME Church, Huntsville weas the host
site of the Agnes Cooper Area WS meeting
on Saturday, April 30, 2078, &rea President,
Sikter Ophelia Chandler, presided over the
Session.

Prior ta the meeting, Seter Pearlean hMyhand
and the Food Service Ministry prepared and
served a delicious continental breafast,

The meeting was called to arder and devotion
wias led by SiEterJanice Hereford, Sister Mary
Powers, St Johns local Presidert, welcomed
everyone to 5t John on hehalf of the Betty E.
Cerrick WMS Society and an behalf of the pas-
tor, the Reverend Br. Patrich Claybem. Dr.
Jennifer Pattersan akko welcamed the Mission-
ary sisters.

After the reading of various repors, the: his-
sjionary business session was concluded, Ms.
Shenda Miler of the AuburmAlabama S8
Extension Agency presented a workshop an
Mutriion Fack for indiwiduals with diabetes.
M. Miller tak ed about the difference between
good fats and bad fats, She stressed how im-
portant it B to eat whele grain breads and pas-
ta and fresh vegetables. She explaingd what
carbohydrates are and how their camsumption
should be limited. Ms. Miler also gave a brief
lesson on how to read a nutrition label. The
pres entation was very informative;

Area Chairperson Siter Ophelia Chandler an-
nourced that the Morthwest Alabama Confer-
ence WS Conference Institute for 2018 will
be hosting at Hat- F Tude R eception, The recep-
tion will be honoring Episcopal Supervisar,
Mother Arelis B, Davis. The Conference |nst-
tute will be held at St James AME Ghurch,
4200-5" Cowrt Morth, in Birmingham, Alabama,
May 21, 2015 at B:00 AM.

Announcements included 5St: John  AME,
Huntsville weill hald its WMS Annual D ay on
May 22, 2018 at 10:00 AWM. Supervisor Arelis
B. Davis will be the guest speaker, Grady
Madison AME hosts s Missionary D ay every
fifth S unday.

At the conclusion of the meeting the Misionary
Benediction was recited.
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Loving Mom

By Paulette Bargon

P el e e )

live as CGhrist did. Remember He died so fhatwe can beforgiven faroursins: Seek Him, He
knmws exacthy howto love your Mom. He will guide and empower you o respond as He would,
Do itbefore it too late,

Love iz patient, love iz iind . Lowe iz notjealous, is mot prowd | iz not conceited ; does mot act Hol-
ishly is not salfsh, is noteastly o vobed 0 ancer, ieeps no ecord of wongs, takes no pleas-
wes i uprighiness, but ieiolces in the huth; love bears all things, beleves all tiings, hopes all

things, and endures altthings. 1 Comnthians Y 34-7

ki3 Wk Team: Front row (Let to right) Jenathan Bailey, Dawd Bailey,

Lorraine Parham. B
Rachelle, Lillie Rivwe

2016 MS Walk
Thank Youl

By Pat Grier

The 'PJ's Parners' Team participated in
the 'Wak MS' event for Multiple Sclerosis
(WIS) here in Huntswille an April 30th
The Huntsville event was held at the
Providence School, which served as an
attermate wal site due to potential in-
clement we ather,

A |ittle mare than 27 years ago this "Wak
™ WS team was formed to support our sis-
Hter, who had been recently diagnosed
Jwith M. Then & litle more than a dec-
ade after that fime, our support for the
Wak expanded to include a3 niece that
was diagnesed with MS. Fast forward a
decade and a fetw wears more and we
expanded our supportto include a church
family member that was diagnosed with
MS.  Cwr '"Walk ME team support has
ack row (Jat to right Agnes Gilmare, Pat Grier, Lula expanded over the years, but sur goal
rs. has remained the same — raising funds ta

help find a eure far M3, MS & & chronig,
often disabling disease that attacks the central nervous system (CHE).  ME treatments hawve in
creased and improved over the wears, but MS still can be a life changing deease if the impair-
menk increase and persiet. The disease can then renderthe pesoninto a disabling and debilk
tating condition, Finding & curefar M5 is so impodant and 5 why we participate inthe "Wak MZ'
event each year.

ThePJd's Partners' team knowe that the success of our fund-raising is largely due to all of yvou for
your generous contributions and support of this annualteam activity and fundrais er.  We thark
vou so muchl The 'PJ's Partners' team members participating this year were: Agnes Gilmare
(Team Zaptain), Pat Grier, Lonaine Parham, Lula Rechellz, and Lillie- Rivers. The Team was
ako supported and cheered an this year by Johnathan and David Bailey. The members will be
collecting donations through mid-June. f you would lke te support this worthy cavs e and the
team members have miesed contacting you, please contact Agnes Giimore, the team Captain, at

256-533-0121,

Thanks again for your generous suppart,
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Church School Lesson

The lessan reviems for June were written by
Brother Willie J. Sandifer, Church Schoal Su-

perintendent

June 5, 2016

Lessaon Title: The Day of the Lord
Lesson Scripture: Zephaniah 1:2-2:4
Prirt: Zephaniah 1:4&, 1416
Dewtiond Songs: #77, #3272, and #2243

Hey Verse; "Seek the Lord, all you humble of
the land, you who do what he commands.
Seek rlighteousness, seek humility; perhaps
vioud will be sheltered on the day of the Lord's
anger' (Zephaniah 2:3},

King Hezekiah reigned about 727 te 858 BC
and the first verse of the book of Zephaniah
establishes him as King Hezekiah's great
great-grandson. He preached to Judah in the
South, while King Josiah, wha ruled fram 840
to GO BC, reigned,

Josiah's rule started about three centuries
after krael split into two kingdons (nerthern
and southern) and about bwenty yvears befare
Mebuchadne==ar, a Babylenian ruler, started
invasions into Judah that ended in 588 BC

with the fall of Jerwsalem.

Jdosiah is thought to be one of Judal's best
kings. He attempted to restore lsrael 1o a fa-
vorable position with God after he discoversd
"the Book of the Law” in the temple during is
renovation. Zephaniah's and King Josiah's
efforts to restore Israel woked intandem and
appear to have been the last bit of hape he-
fore Judah spiritually spiraled into a free fall
that resulted in God's divine judgment.

dune 12, 2016

Lesson Title: That Dayis Caming
Lesson Scripture; Zeph aniah 3:1-8
Print: Zephaniah 3:1-8

Dewtiona Songs: #4424, #2508, and #243

Bey Yerse: "Therefore wat for me," declares
the Lard, “forthe day | will stand up to testify”
Zephaniah:3:8)

Thie lesson focuses on the judgment of Ju-
dal's capital city of Jerusalem. One may ask
what was the cause of the wrath of God that

destroved Jerusalem in 588 BC7T 1 was the
fact that it was a low-moral, unclean city that

Overview — June 2016

beleaguered the people that lwed within in
many ways. Zephaniah listed many charges
against Jerusalem; but'the people were so ar-
rogant toward God that they accepted no cor
rection.

God wank His people te choose the right
things and stay faithful. He & deeply saddened
when His people do net.

June 19, 2018
Lesson Title: A Day of Joy for the Remnant

Le=sson Scripture:;. Zephaniah 3:8-20

Prirt: Zephaniah 2:9-14, 20

Dewotional Songs: #3283, #37, and #243

Hey Yerses: "Sing, Daughter Zion: shout

aloud, Israell Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, Daughter Jensalem!" (Zephaniah 3:14,

This lesson stars jist atter the lastverse of the
previous week's lesson, That lesson finshed
with @ note of judgment not just on Gods pes-
ple but on &l natiors. God assured His favor
on the vestige of the people of Judah. The fo-
cus for ks razl now shifted to a promis e of hope,

Zephaniah saw only @ small number that were
true-to God, & he waked the streets of Jerws
salem. Only a small number lived by God's
ordained law. Beliewers are challenged by the
prophets in both the Old and New Testaments
to do more than just tak about the truth,

Jine 36, 2016

Lesson Title: Ignoring God's Plain Truth
Lesson Scripture: Ps alm' 52

Print: Ramans 1:18-32

Tertative Devotional Songs; #4112 #£251;
and #243

Hey Yerse: "Since the creation af the world
God's imtiEible gualities —his eternal power
and divine nature — have bheen clearly seen,
being understood by what has been made,so
that people are without excuse” (Ramars
1:200.

Thi lesson comes fram a letter that Paul wrote
to'the church in B ome, which had been plantecd
by others many years before. Paul pursued
support fram the Roman Christians a2 he
planned atrip te Spain.

o ol ey v 4 )
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(5%, | Church School Lesson

Ll L e e BT SR

Emperat Claudius issued an edict in AD <9
that forced the Jews living in Rome to leave.
Mowe the number of Gentile believers put-
pumbered the number of Jewish believes,
There was a diveion inside the Roman church
s each group claimed to have a better claim
ansaklsation in Chrst

Lnnual Vacaten Bikle-Sehoal

dune 1216, 2018
Sunday—300 pm Potluek, followed by dlas=es
handay—Thursday 530 Oinner. 000 Opening '

AME Proud

00 Years of American Histary

ML ROz

The African Mahodist Episcopa Chureh

W atah th
uploads£/8 &,

Shww weehly.comd
0814 the_bicentennial -
B.mpd

Church School
Book Club

DEcussion Datel May 21, 2018
10:00 A M. —11:30 AM

May 2018

The Lawman Clajms His Bride, Renees Ryan,

2013

June 2098 DiEcusslon Date, June 18, 2018
10:00 AM.— 11308 M.

Three Motives for Murder, Mchelle Parry,
2007

The small totwn of Coalmont, Tennessee 5
shattered when & car crash on graduation night
leaves thiee of s teenagers dead and anather
three fighting' for their Iwes. Four years later,
the aftershocks <till ripple through the town,
and no one feels them muore than Natisha
Hawthaome, the young driver, When someone
targets the supivors: of the herrific crash for
murder, the ebvious metne & fevenge. But
things are not akvays what they seem; and the
notion of rwznge gerved cold does mot ring
true with Brady Simms, newly appaintzd police
chief.' To make things even more difficult,
Brady ultimatel/finds himself standing square
by between the killer and Ris next victim, the
waman who hrgi e his heartfour years ago. As
the killer escalates his attacks, Brady's only
hope of saving the intended wvictins ‘& to get
intathe mind of @ sociopath, When the relative
of ‘the first victim makes @ stadling revelation,
Brady reopens the investigation and what he
finds will change all of their lives farever.
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/ How Fear, Failure, and Frustration Can Help You Soar

By Janette B. Srrith
Cerned Srategre mterermtion & Alndsed Coack

o A5 @ Results Strategit for businesses, churches
and individual clients | am often asked some ver
sjon of the guestion, "What & youl seeret to sue-
cess T The answers vary and often surprise my
clients. It seems that glabally everyone has some
version of "The Seacet to Sucecess." Hyou Google
the: phrase "how 1o  suceeed" more  than
182,000,000 entries pop up. We innately know
most of the elements of success: hard work, dedr
cation, wiion, ideas, applied talent, character,
bvaltty, teamwork, stategqy, execution, drive,
adaptability, aceountabllity, . eto. However, | came
aeross an interesting read that will make you
thirk, becawuse it facuses an three eourterintuitive
elements that are said to be absolutely esserntial f
you want te succesd: Fear, Failure and Frusta
tion, VWWAIT! What's that? YES! Yeu can learn fram
vour fears, just ke vou can learn from faillures and even your frust ations.

1. Fear

Ter Constantiria says that most peaple have plenty of fear butthey typically de rotsee it as a
stepping stone toward success. In fact, we know that fear of success s one of the main reaons
people are held hads, We're afraid that we may lose our friends, lese a comfortable way of lving,
even if s beneath our potential, There B ako fear that people mightbe jealous and resent us, o1
that expectatiors of future success will be eventougher to achieve. The eharge he says i to not
engage or listen to the fear but lock at what it wants you to avoid. Use the fear &5 a form of GRS,
Neeone & successful without-some degree ef fear and the ability to forge ahead dezpite thefear. |
would abe offer thatthough fear & a human emotion, SGod never intended for us ta live undei a
dome of the spirt of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. (2 Timethy 1:7)

2 Falure

Cineg of the greatest fears we face & that of failue, Constanting s ays that this underlying fear &
based on the factthat most peaple are more inelingd to keep what they have than rish lesing it
pursuing more. But fallure & ancther essential element of success hecause it helps eliminate un-
wois able options, sharpers ourfocus and clearly directs nextsteps, In fact, failure & the underly-
Ing principle of the: scientific method --hypaothesi, test, fail, repeat until 8 solution & found. The
authior gites Themas Edison as an example, He tested and failed 8 885 fimes while trying fo find
the comectfilament far the incandescent light bulk, He & famously guoted as acinowledging none
of those were failures but instead helped him find the comrectwok able solution,

3. Frustration

The last unavoidable aspect of failure shared inthe adicle & frustration, [t E completely natural in
the face of relentless and repeated failure for humans to become frstrated and decowaged, Of
ten we have wvery [ittle contral over the causes of failure and frustration, but we have abso-
lute contral ever the response to these externak. You can choose to let frustation beat you
dowven, or you can choose to'let it build mental toughness and perseverance within you,’

Soyousees where you are and what you are experieneing may be EXACTLY what will propel you
on your path to fulfiling Sed's purpose and plan for your life. Fear, failure and frustration are all a
natural part of the human experience. Use themto help to gain godly wisdem and courage forthe
journey. Remermber we are overcomers through Christ Jesus!

"CONSTANTING, TOR, "3 Phases of Succeeding Vou Wish ¥ou Could Awaid but Gan't" Entre
preneur.com, 30 Juby 2005 Webk. 18 May 20716, Fear, Failure, Frustratian.
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St. John AME Church

229 Church Street e N ts
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stioshnamehi@ao| com

Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong

The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor

The Reverend Cliver &len, Jr., Presiding E lder

The Reverend Dodor Patrick Clayborn, Pastor

INDNJG

Important Dates to Remember

Jurme-3 Flow Senvee, 100 pme
Jorma 12 Graduate-R efires Recogridion, 8 am
No 10:50am service
Jume 12-16 Vacafion Bibie School
Jdirme 15 South Birmingham -Hunisville-Bessemer Church School Conveniion
Juwne 12 Father's Day
ey &-1.3 AMEBC General Conference, Philadedphia, Pennsjl vania
July 25-28 Minth District CEC (Troy, Alabama)

Thatif you confess with your mouth, “Jests iz Lomd ™ and believe in your heant
that God raised him fiom the dead | you Wil be saved . Romans 1009




ST. JOHN

A M E Newserrr'Y

&t John African Methodist Episeapal Church Hurtsville Alabama
Volume 21 Issue 6 June 2016

Thoughts from the Pastor's Desk

Greetings inthe name of our Lord and Savior Jeswus Christ! | realze it has been a while since
my last communication through this wonderful vehicle called the AMEMewisletter. So much has
trars pired since my lastaricle in February, Don'tworry! | will notdare an attemptto recover all
ofthat ground in one communigué. Instead, let me effer several briefthoughts.

First, we have had some wonderful guest speakers over the last three months. To the Rew. Dr.
Grainger Browning, Jr, (Leadership Enrichment, the Rev. Bankole Akinkinu (Holy Week Reviv
aly, Mrs. Arelis Davis (WMS Day), and Wi Kenny Anderson (Graduate and Retiree Sunday),
thank you for peuring into aur lives with: a fresh word from Almighty God! You challenged us and
blessed us with your sermmoans and your leve. May God continue to bless you, your families, and
your rministries,

Second, |etus take time to thark our Servant Bishop, the Bt. Rew. James L, Davis, for eight
vears of love, prayer, sacrifice, work, dedication, faithfulness, service, fearlessness, and faith.
Wil hen this publication & primted next month, we will have a new epscopal leader. Otherwords
of commendation for him may he printed atthat time as we ako welcame our new leader, How
ever, | just wanted to s hine a light on Bishop Ravis now - especially for his care of me during
Pater Patnckl &, Claytuen, Pa.0 this difficutt=eason of my |ife. We pray that God's blessings will ke upanyou and your family in
this ime of ransition. Our hope & that wherever you go, vou will see and feel God's hand of
guidance, wisdom, provision and protection.

Third, to my wife -the Rev. Sheri . Smith Clayborn - whe made surethat eur ehurch and hame
aperated smoothly through Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, annual days, board meetings,
day to day operations, children's school schedules, edracurricular activiies, and travel between

Memphie and Hurtsville while | pressed my way thraugh, | praike God for you with my whole
heart. Thark you for taking this leap of faith with me each and every day! | LOVE YOLUW!

Fourth, ta my family, clese friends, 5. John AME Church {Huntswille), and all those who'sent
support my way, thark youforyour love and eare. My mom used tasay, "Ma one has tobe nice
ta you. The very least you can do forthem s to say, "Thark yvou™ Thank vau all for everything
vauve done for me and my family. | pray that God will continue te bless and keep vou and all
you hald dear. | am able tostand because your prayers and service have helped me up,

Fitth, many significant world event have taken place - the loss of airplanes, the deaths of his-
taric figures {e.g,, Prince, Muhammed Ali, Jan Crouch, Daryl Coley, Harper Lee, Vanity, Maurice
White, David Bowe, Billy Paul, Kimbo Slice, Morley Safer, Glenn Frye, Allen Rigkman, and
Goardy Howe), the shootings in Chicago over Memoarial Day week end, and most recently the
murders and shootings in a night club in Orlande, Flarda. We pray for peace. We pray for God's
love to be spread abroad. Regardless of ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, genetics, eco-
nomic status, church-affiliation, or academic back ground, God's love & prezent and working fai
all af us. We It the families ofthose whao are suffering fram all of these losses, We lift their come
munities and theirsuppot systems. We pray that hatred and gun vielence be eradicated inJe-
sus' name! Letus allwark to love each other as God leves us!

Sich, we salute all of the Fathers as we celebrate Fathers Day! May God smile upan each of
you as youseek to do God's will

Finalty, for those who may not have piched up on it yet, this & miy first article since-the passing
of my mother. | wrestled with what to say and how to say it. Since my mom was an amateur
poet, | thought it fiting to put my thoughts in the poem that i printed on page 2.
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St. John Members Share Fatherly Advice

By Lydia Owens

Claudinstte Purifoy and Jesse Purifay

Ty dad, Jesse Purifoy, shared many gems or love
lessors. The two things that he shared that impact
ed me the most & |'was growing up and the other
a5 | wrangled with managing the workilfe balance
Ale;

1, "Ass pclation brings about assimilation

L "Don't berse busy making a living that you for-
get to live.”

Pichured onthe left are Claudinette and her father Jess=
Purifayin 1BET with Genﬁsdﬁﬁhg Ballard, ChiefEnginesr

Advice; Alays maintain an  excelient
credit score! Your credt standing B a
good indicator eof yvour character and in-

tegrity.

Pictured orthe rght are Kam , Gtha and
Edna Owens- 2015

WMichael [MJ] & father Michael Clark

hld saicl the adwvice his Dad has consistently given ta kim is;

Iy Bways work hard and de your very best in 2w nthing such as,
classwork, homework, and spoits.

2) Mewer say lcant do something until I've achiallytred,

3} Look peaple in the eve when talking to them, Fmypants hawe
bek lsops, then Ineedto weara bekt

4% HMways hald the dooropen fora lady.

Pictured an the let are Wichad Clark and son hdchael James Clark.

Ao o ool e
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St. John Members Share Fatherly Advice

By Lydia Owens

L eawihredin W pager 1)
Monica Dillihurt and Jesse Les Fugh

Granddaddy (Jesse Lee Fugh) and | tak ed daily far heurs and he gave me a lot
of wisdom on a variety of things .

Twwo that | practice daily:
11 Famity first, know your people and abways love and supportthem,
23 Mever loan morethan you can afford not to get badk.

Pictured on the let are onica Dillibunt & Grandfather lesse Lee Fugh

Bridget Floyd and James H. Floyd

iy father, James H. (Harold) Floyd, was one ofthe
mist patient and dedicated personsthat |hawe ewer
krnown. He would counsel that anger and retaliation
towardsthose who would mistreat you was ill advised,
and thiat kindness was a more appropriate response.
He would guote from Remans 12 enumerable imes,
rioting that such kindness would be tantamount ta
heaping hot coals onthe head of those who would do
gl to you, He went beyond the advice — he lived
(modeled) it.

Fictired anthe rnght are James H, Floyd and Bridget
J. Floyd

Faula Elliard and Earmes Ellison, Jr!

| Advice iy dad shared with me:

1. Betrueto yourself and always explore yvour eptions when

‘making a deckion.

i Frepare yoursel to be successful.

A Lowve and stay committed to family.

Be happy,

i Den't be afraid to ask for advice, especially fom your dad,
because | will akvays gwe youthe bestthat| have te support you.
B, Hespectyourself and doyour best to enhance your family

name and values.

Fictured tothe left are Paula Bliard and her fther Eamest Blison, Jr,
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Celebrating Gerald and John: By Love and In Love
Submitted By Revw. Sheri Smith Claykorn

Gerald Wesley Smith, Sr., My Daddy, |s the greatest. He i my father
by love and blood. | know heis my father through the love he has shown

me my entire life. Frem a young age | understood the lowve of a father
bazed on what he did, He set the standard and he set it high.

According to the Gospel of My Daddy, love &5 being willing to be the hest
wiou that you can be and empowering othes to do the same. Love is be-
ing willing to keep your commitment to your wafe, children and family.
Lewe & honoring your parents andseeing about them daily. Love is work-
ing hard and being willing to support your family, Love is taking a job or
several at one ime to make sure your family has what they need and
some of their wants. Love of a father & not think ing any legal job & be-
neath you- if it feeds your family. Love.is not abusive or passive but inten-
tional. Love teats all people right Lowe forgives. Love positions others to
be blessed.. not justyourself. Love finds time net just money to spend,
Love maies memaories not regrets.

Wy daddy continues, even as he struggles with his own health challenges,
to push us forward and litus up. He continues to love us with all that he
ha=, and for thie | give Godthanks and praise.. beoause Gadsent me the
bestD addy ever. He continues to remind us that love never fails.

John Clayborn is my father-in-love... not lay but leve, | love him and
he has a special place in my heart because he {along with Mom Lois)
raised Patrich Claykom, my hushand. He did far Patrick what was not

done far him by his father... he was fis present and active in his son's
life. Through his lowe manifestin sacrifice, time, care, and support he

laid a foundation anwhich his son could build. | believe the love of this
father has made all of the difference in whio Rew. Patrick D, Glayborn,
Ph.l. &, and because of the love poured into him by his father, we
(my children and myself) receive a love thatis unparalleled,

A fewwords from P2 and Joya

The Rev. Parick Clayborn is my dad and he & the most spe-
cial persan I've ever known in my entire Iife. My dad makes me
feel happy. My dad taught me that | ean do my best every day.
Daddy gives me grace when | don't deserve.it, and he gets on me
some times. | ke when my dad watches Dragon Ball Zwith me. |
tatally ke spending time with my dad, | lewve you O ad!

Joya Claybom simply says, "l love my daddy.”
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Spotlight with Rev. Sheri

In celebration of Fathers | am Spotlighting LaVeno Bames, founder of
Cool Dads Rock. Wir. Barnes s one of the arswers to the question thatso
ol many ask, "What are bladk men..young bBlack fathers in paricular do-
Ml ing®'. Too often the spotlight & on statistics that ne gatively impact the
image of black men in our communities, and we fail to celebrate the black
menfathers wha are taking care of their children and stabilizing our com-
munities. | am comvineed that if we will focus more on those who are
A helping to build, it will beeome a magnet that helps fathers be their best
sel.

Who 5 Laverio Barnes™ Mr. Barnes & an accomplished dj (dise Jockey),
whao has pedormed with artists such a Robin Thicde, Ne-%o, Usher, &
Tribe Called Cuest, and Sting and having enterttained guests at event for
NAZSCAR, Turmer Broadeasting, Focus Brands, Coea Caela, Conan O'Bri
en, BV, NBA Al Starwedcend and the NCAAFinal Four justta name 3
few... he alko drums for Jesus at his church on Sunday moarnings, Even
with all of his accomplishments, his favorite "giy" is as the father to @ very
active young boy. [twas through his excitement and love far his son that
he realzed he wanted to do something to help ignite that same excite-
ment in other men. Se M. Barnes did just that, he set out to make a dit
ference in the Ives of fathers and their children, bhelisving this would have
a positive impact on the whale community,

fr. Barnes grew up anly having spent time with his father on a eouple of ogeasiors. He says,
"Wy morn was the bestmom she could be, but she could not teach me how to Be-a man. As a
kicl, | saw father-son or fatherdaughter relatonships and akways wondered what that was ke |
rever wanted myson to wonder.” Cool Dads Rodk is for single and married dads, dads across
the board. WM. Barnes recalls that for vears whenever he would hear the word dad & was pro
ceeded with "deadbeat” ar "no good.” The goal of ool Dads Rock is to put a dent in that pat
tern. Cool Dads Rodd 5 a growing 5071 (ed(Z) non-profit organzation aimed towards building
lasting and memerabkle relationships amongst fathers and their children. The miesion of Coael
Dads Rack & tostrengthen relatiorships by creating environments where fathers and their ehik
dren can bond through engaging educational and entertaining svents.

dj L's philamthropic passion comes fiom hie grandmother, the late Mother Marg Ann W right:
Mether Wright. was a world renowned humanitarian whe started feeding the hemeless in 1980
usirig her social security check. Today, the Marg Ann Wright Foundation feeds upto 450 people
per dayin Oakland, Califarnia, Itwas his grandmether's faith' in community service that inspired
him to start Cool Dads Rock with his ewen funds. His goal was to mase a similar impact on fami
lies @and young peoplein Metro Atlanta and across the United States.

| applaud Wi, LaVerio Barnes for moving forward with the vision of Cool Dads Rock. So many
times people have ideas and vis ions that ean help shange families, communities and even the
wiorld, but they do nothing with it or about it.. You get the spotlight for being a change agent in
the midst of a walley of dry bones. Please go to the Cool Dads Rodi website
ey coldsds ek com te leam more abaut this nenprofit and suppont La'Werio Barnes inchang

ing the werld ane father-child relatisrship at a tirme.

CoolDads Rod...
Wheme we make wneoo! Dads cool and cool Dadz even Cooler,
Where we encowage and buid belter relshonships belween Dads and #heir children.

Y aon taken with perm ission from AIC adicle and Cool Dad 5 Rock websike.
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Episcopal Supervisor Speaks
for Annual Missionary Day

By Paulette Bargon

"A  Celebration of Women in Senvice”
was the chesen theme for the Belty E.
Derick Wamen's WMesignary Society
(W MS) of S5t John ANME: Church 2016
Miss ionary Day. The WS celebrated
their Annual Day on Sunday, May 22 at
the 10 a.m. service. Mother &relis Davis,
EpiEcopal Supervisor ofthe 8" Epscopal
District of the AME Church, was the
guest speaker. Sigter Lorraine Parham
erved a& chairperson of the special day.

After the announcements were given by
Sieter Mariah Gullatte, the service began
with a processional of the Women's Mis-
ionary Society members and program
participamts. Sister Mary Allen, First Lady
of Seuth Birmingham Huntsville Bess e
mer Presiding Elder District; led the call
' . ; to worship, Sister Eleanor Burnettsetthe

Lett to nght—Fresiding Hder Oliver Alen, Jr., Mrs. Mary Alen, Bishop James L. 0aus, spiritual tone with the opening prayer
hother Arelis Davis, Rew. Sher Srrith Clasbhom, Pastor Patrick Claybam. Scripture (R emans 12 1-8) was read by
Sister Janice Hereford. Sister Donnie

Thompson led The Summary of the Decalogue.

The Children's Choir, directed by Sister Mary Rarkin, performed two ingpirng and spirt-filled
sangs; " There & Hope" with' Mis Jessica Harbin as thesoloist and "Bless thatWonderdul Name "
This choir and their director are ruly a blessing to 5t John The oceasion was presented by Sis-
ter Claudinette Purfoy-Fears. She emphasized that on this day the WS celebrates women of
religion who make up the MiEsionary Society, they celebrate those who toiled in the mission
fields and those who support the work of the mission, which & all aboutsharing Christ. She also
told ef all the various ways that missionaries share Christ. Seter Rosemary Wells welcomed all
viEitos and guests,

The Wormen's Chaoir, directed by K. Reginald Pearson, along with- the talented M. Beidre Wal
tan as the soloist rendered the
zong, "Just Tall on the Name of Je
us" Aftertithes and offerings were
recepned, Sister Angeline Brownl o
[ gave the offertary prayer. Judge
Martha Sherrod and Mrs. Adrienne
F-E Washingten presented Mother
D avis with gifts from the St John
members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Soarority, lne. The WS president,
W Sieter Mary Powers, tharked every-
one who participated in the senvice.
She ako invited St John memhbers
te became a member of the M-
zionary Society.

The Reverend Sheri Smith Claybom
introduced the guest speaker,

o L A e Y AT e K
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Episcopal Supervisor Speaks
for Annual Missionary Day

By Paulette Bargon

L ileaasd e, e U

| Mother Arelis B, Davi. A very warm and touching song,
"Safety” was sung by soloist Ws. Janette Smith and the
Women's G hoir.

(Mother O avis spoke on the Mesidgnary theme of A Celebrz
tion af Women in Service.” & few highlights are included in
[ this article. She encouraged worshippers to celebrate all
women who have made a contribution in their lves, the
church and around the waorld. Mother Dave stated that if
[there were more women of power and more women in ey
positiors, the world would ke in a better state.  She stated
that the reasen & "because we are compassionate, caring
[ and levving. We thirk maore legically and most impartantly, we
are praying women of God We know the power of prayer.”
She encouraged women to remember to praise Him and
thapk Him and toeelebrate that they are making their awn
contributiors and making a difference inthe lives of others a
hother Cavis they serve and work 1o alleviate the ills of this society. She stat
ed,"Remember to celebrate the frut of the Spirtwithin us.”

Mother Davis went onta say that Missionaries should expand the work of missions. Theyshould
elevate Chrst so othems will see Him through their work. She stated that true greatness comes
through service, Missionaries can witness maore effectively if they are in'love with God, They will
be better agents with God if they are in love with God, She stated "Missionaries, if you want to
please God, thenserve His people with humilty. We must share with others. 2 missionaries we
must be the essence of God's presence, the essence of God's spinit and the pres ence of Gods
lowe."

After Mother Davis' challenging speech,the Reverend D octor Patrick © laybarn affered the Imvita-
tion to Christian DiEcipleship, Pastor Clayborn made remarks, as did Bishop James L Davis,
who expressed appreciation for the great welcome and warm hos pitality s hown by the St John
Chureh famike. At the request of
Pastor Claybern, WMother Davis
led @ soukstirring prayer.

Buring the service the St .John
8 M sionary Society presented a
donation of 2,100 o the Hans
Hame for Childien. This was
the culmination of the Mission
ary Society's service project to
support this Huntsville hame far
foster children.

The MWMiesionary Day service
concluded with the singing of
the MEsionary Benediction, led
by Miesionary Patricla Smith,
presidernt of the Morthwest 8la
bama Canference WS,

hother Daus {cerer) with Missionares fom St. John and visting churches .
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Pentecost Celebrated in Worship and in Withess
By Medra lvizOaniel

Pastor Clayliom preaches
during-Pe bt Serdoe;

Rev. Shiffleads w qeship, service

Pentecost in the Christian church, & the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit and is the
birthday of the church. This 5 pecial day inthe liturgical year & fifty days after Easter and the ltur
gical color is red, symbaolizing the fire of the Holy Spirt.

The Minth EpEcopal DiEtrict of the AME Church sbhserved Pentecost with a day that they called
“Pentecost Scattered.” This was a celebration thatwas “scatered’ across the D istrict as each of
the mere than 275 churches.in the state of Alabama observed Pentecost at their lecal churches.
This & in contrast to "Pentecost Gathered' where the churches from across the District come
together in one location 1o ohserve Pente cost,

St John held worship services at8 am and 10 am on Pentecost Sunday, May 15, The sermen
wias entitled "When God Speaks ... Spirt" &t 11:30 am members of all ages took the Gospelto
three Huntsville communities. Teans went doorio door at L R, Patton Homes and Lincoln Fark
to s hare what sakvation means to them and to offer salvation 16 these who had not accepted
Christ & their Lord and Savior, One persan accepted Christ and prayers were offered for allwha
would recense the blessing. One hundred lunch bags thatincluded s andwiches and sthersnadis
were distributed to persons who were visited, Asubsetof the group visited the Friend Home for

the: Elderly where one of 5t John's members resides. The Praise Minstry offered songs of
praise during the visits to all three lacations.

lMembers who participated gathered atthe church afterwards to give prase to God for this cele-

brationafthe coming of the Hobly Spirit and to thark Himfor the blessing received when believers
share with others.

‘l.
15

. .. -
e
] __'
L

Sandwich bags being prepared fr fimilies

Embers preparng to witness at L R Pattan Hames.
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Cm; valulafions NICE GOINC! st John AME: Honoring Academic
AT! Uazy | Accomplishments

CHEERS ii“%m WISHES!

Fenned y Briana Harris Robyn Sonderson Famck Clayborn I1
2018 Graduate of Sparkman A Honor Roll &-B Hanor Roll
High Schoal F"year Iance Morth Dutstanding G onduct
A-B Hoenaor Rall Alabama Dance Center Superiar Bible Achieve
Mational Horor Society me rit

Superior Language Ark
Aghieverment
Outstanding B eading
Comprehansion
Science Fair Award

_ _ "B WA Extraction”
5 -|— A R T Mya M, Taulor Marshall J Tauler, J. Brooke Thompson
I}iﬂm &-B Hanor Roll A Honoer Rall A-BH Honor Roll
ol or e way I_!"“f Isaiah Albert. Mayes Caylon Neah Mayes Collin Adkins
sl s AHanor Rall A-B Honar Rall 2nd Place Distict Finalks
T34 s i R ae o g Fresidential Award for the highe Reading Club Daubles Tenni
u&ﬂ?-v.&-'!s est GPA in his 1° prade class Completion of Second Grade
; e (BT % average)
PUERTF B, | Youngest Studentin class
] Completion ef First Grade _ _ _ _
Samaritha Adkins Cestines Buford Dewvin Buford
A-B Honar Rall AHanaor Rall Ferfect Attendance
Perfect Attendance

Flow Service Offers Alternative Worship Style

By Med ra iz Dani el

Cin Friday, June 3, aspecial worshipservice was held at 5t
Jahn, The service of praise and prayer was entitled “F low,”
zymbolic of the vsion that the order of the service would
flow'" as the Spirit led. The 5t John Prake Ministry was led
by the special guest director, Pastor Patrick Claybom. They
s et the tone for a spirt-filled evening. & "flawing” prayer was

and Roselyne Bkins, The Dance Minsty joined in praise
ith the Praise Ministy as they circulated throughout the
fzanctuary. Mime Minkstry was presented by Kristina Jeffer
an. Aword ofirspirtation was presented by Paster Clayhorn
as he sncowraged those presenmt using scriptures from He-
brews 116 and John 7T:37-32. The word encouraged per
zons present to open themselves to the will of God and let a
- aroGy - el resy mindset flow in them, Aftewvard, Pastor Clayborn ot
ﬂ_ sl el B Ra S e fered fervent prayers of deliverance for those ass?rmhled at
the altar.
Ths special “Flow" service was the vision of Executive Minster, the Reverend Sheri Smith Clay-

born. Alkhough family illnesses kept her from being physically present an Friday, she was there
in spirit. This innovative worship service & ane that will most likely be repeated,
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Kaitlyn McClung---C.A.F Y,
Young Citizen of the Month!

by Barbara Johnson
Pickies prirded by pemvission of GALFY:

St John AME Church member, Mies Kaitlyn McClung, became the
third youth memberto be recognized by the Community Awareness
for Youth crganization, known as CAFY, Miss Mariah Gullatte, and
hir. W allace Farham were recognized in 2012 and 2014 respective ly.
Kathn was awarded the tile, Younp .Citzen of the Manth for the
mianth of (M ay 2018,

CAFY. B a Huntsville Palice Department community @arganization,
whose goal is 1o give MadEson Gounty yvouth the took necessary to
achieve success by providing guidance, knowledge and resources
that enakle the youth to gain irsight into what i takes to become a
successful adult.

katlyn's nemination stood out abhove the other nominees for the
month because of her academic achievement, numerous awards for
poetiy and spoken ward, church invalhement, and her mamy, many
hours ofvolunteer service.

L-R: k. Barara Juhinzen (Mominator), Ws. Eathlya
Dulaney (hdother), his. Kaitl w1 MeClung (Aeardee) A5 a GAFY, Young Citizen ofthe Manth Awardee,; Kaithyn was hone
ored atthe May, Hurtsville Gity Council meeting. She received gifts
and tokers from each of the CAF.Y. sponsos and received a Hurntsville City Coin from the
Mayor, Mr, Tommy Battle. Kaitlyn also taped a public service announcement for CAFY on radio
station, STAR S0.1. Nrs. Clarmisa MeClain, WHNT, Channel 19's, Pay it Forward representative,
did a TWinterview with [<aithen, highlighting her many volunteer experiences. As a Pay it Forward
anlardee, Kaithyn competed for the monthly grand prize of $1000.00 being gwen to the Pay [tFor
ward Candidate for the month of May. Thanks te 5. John members and friends who voted for
Kaithyn, she receed the grand prize of §1,000,

Maminatiors forthe Young Citizen of the Month are epen tostudents, in grades 7-12. Adults wha
are members of & civic erganization, clergy, orschool system can submit nominatiors 1o Rodiet
City Broadcasting at yoowo s iada o,

Congratulations, kaitlyn, St. John s very proud of youl

L-R: v, Afred Adams, Jr.

{ Optimist Cubof Huntsdlle),
s . Kaitlyn hMeClung (R CB-
CAFY YC O Awardee),

Or. Harmry Hobbs (Hurtsville
Ltilities Public & Govermmenta
Affairs Liaisonand CAF.Y,
Faunder), W= Clarene Teague
-Johnsan (Hurtssille Hurman
Relations Cormmission Repre-
sentative), Cpt. Jeff Rice
{Huntsyille Poice Department,
CAFY Assistant Eirech:-r%_, and
Eity of Hurtssille Wayer Tamrmye
Batle —at Hurtsyille City
Councl Chamber,
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Born Dreamers
Spoken word presented by Katlyn WMeClung atthe Lee Hgh Schoal Cormmencement: Cergmony

WWe were born dreamers,

Creating galaxies and lava out of blankets and pillows,
We were able to be anything we wanted until supper.
Stuck inthe clouds efimagination and cartoons,

We waked with our head held high in our dreams,
Proclaiming that we weuld be @ mad scientist, Spiderman,
Or justlke our parents,

ik hasn'tbeen long, butsemewhere betweenthen and now

We've allowed ourimagination tofade into a pre-determined reality
And our dreams to become feehle wishes.

So @ we wak across thie stage inte the realm of adulthoad,
Remember this B ajourney thatis meant to be fun and challenging
And while the road may not akvays be s mooth,

The breeze will whisper its telling song, and

Almost as lightening, the sky will split tse it

The rain baptizing & in its miracles,

So lang as we promise o never give up,

Az wie step out on faith and move forward,

Be syre totadie a breath of lfe and taie thetime to live,

Because a heartbeat can seem redundantwithout the magic of lving
and the glory of loving.

Let laughter trick le dowin the shuddering gutters of despair

And be the water which grows our dreams.

Letknowledge be the bread we eat for mental and spiritual growth,
And exercise humility to strengthen our character and wisdorm.

We were born hlessed

Hands prayed over us like an offering in the high temple,

Because they knew we would grow to bless oursurroundings

With eur talermts and intellect;

Beeaus e they knew we were destined far greatness,

Mo matter how Tong it would take,

So, do net fear the unknown--- Embrace it

The onby thing to fear s nevertrying, and now is always the besttime totry,
Try motto wait to do new things, go new places, and make new friends.
Letus walk in our purpose--and spedc as leaders.

And remember, ne matter how hardthings may get,

Every one of us & smart, capable, beautiful, and important,

Keep the faith and live a ifeto be proud of.

And good luch tothe Class af 201G,
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What Makes a Dad

Submitted by Paulette Bargon

Godtook the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of atree,
The warmith of a summer sun,
The ealm of a gquietzea,
The generous soul af nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom ofthe ages,

The power of the eagle's flight,
The joyofa maming inspring,
The faith of a mustard seed,

The patience. of eternity,

The depth of a family nescl,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He ki new His masterpis ce was complete,
Andso, He called it. "Dad"

Author Urknown

Alzheimer's Disease is a

Progressive Condition
By BridgetJ. Flowd

Alzhe-lmer's DEease B an irrevesible, pro-

= ple, daily tasks cannot be completed (such as
hygiene and dressing). The age of onsettends
to be the middle 805,

Alheimers & the most comimon cause of de
mentia imnalder aduls. Dementia & the loss of
cagnitive functioning  that i, thinking, memary,
and reasoning, & well as behavioral, to the
point that emotional functioning and daily living
skilk are negatively impacted. The firstsigns
are often memary problems; howewer, individ
uak differ in fist signs — some have word-
finding ar vEual spatial problems &= well as
irmpaired reasoning and judgerment There may
abko be problems with movement andfor smell,
Cwerthe course of the dsease the brain issue
shrirks, resulting in severe problems such as
the inability to communizate @nd needing oth
ers to provide daily care.

A doctor gan run tests to see if the symptoms
are dug to conditiors such as sleep disturb
ance, stroke, tumor, Palkinsan's, ete. Treat-
ment gan be provided in order o reduce or
sl the dsease progression, For more infar
mation refer the information anthe web at
nia.nih oo wWazhe merspublicaian !

alzhei mers-diseasefact-shed

Snu;ha Kitchen

By Charlsie Brocks

SO

"Youshallnotsee your neighbors donkey
or ox fallen onthe road andignore i;
yvoushall help to lift it up.”

-Deuteronomy 22:4

Helping Hand

"Each day iz compnsed of 1,440 minutes,

which eguates to numerows opportunities to
help others —whether opening a door, asisting
aneighbor, and s0 on.”

Someone once said, "Mewer get tired of doing
lithe things for others. Sometimes those little
things accupy the biggest par of their hearts"
These words are areminder of how powerful a
person's actions can be to another. The little
things matter for they create a flow of love and
gratitude that blesses others. An unhappy day
can quick by turn into a pleasant one just by
smiling atsomeane ar offering a listening ear.

Flease corsidersharing jusi @ porfion of ywour
1,440 minutes on the 3" or 4" Tuesday at 5t
Johrs Soup Kitchen Just 3 few hours can
mai e a big difference in the Ife of a person
wiho comes that day, The Seup Kitchen Minis-
try inwites wolunteers to share inthis apportuni
ty to help cthers.

"With joyin my heart, | lend @ helping hand to
others .

" Helping Hand, Erin Burringtan, travelingth
ehardreadtow s dom.com, May &, 2018

“1bid.
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2016

The lesson reviews for July were written by
Brother Willie J. Sandifer, Church Schoal Su-

perintendent

July 3, 2018

Lesson Title: lgnoring Ged's Trath sithin
U=

Lesson Scripture:-Psalm 104 Romans 294
=28

Print: Remans 2:17-28

Dewstiona Songs: &77, #272 and #2493

Bey “versa: "lt 5 not the hearers of the law
who are rightecus in Gods sight, but the do
ers of the lav who will be ustified” (Romans

2:13).

Pawls letter to the church in Reme began by
establishing the universal need for the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. He explained that Gods
wrath & justly poured out on these who wilk
ingly reject Him despite ample evidence that
He exizts, that He is the Creator, and that He
i5 worthy of hum anity's worship.

FPaul anticipated that his own Jewish people
would object to this. They saw themseles as
the excepton. They were different from pa
gans whe did net acknewledge or worship
Zod, The apostte countered those arguments,
howewver, and showed that the Jeiwish people
really were a lot lee their pagan neighboaors.
Biut they too needed the sakation that comes
arly through faith in Christ.

July 10,2018

Lessan Title: Wa're Al under Sin's Power
Lesson Scripture: Psalm 136:1-8; Romans
3E-20

Print: Romans 3:8-20

Dewtional Songs: #3777, #258 and #2423
Key Yerse! "'MNao human being will be justified
in“his sight by deeds prescribed by the laa,
for through the law comes the knowledge of
sin" {(Romans 320).

This lesson explores the concept that all are
spirtually accourtable because all persors
know the fruth.

There is a simple reason why na poltical
movermnent can produce perfect equality,
peace, and justice: while people might gain
some freedam fram sppressian and injustice,
they cannot escape their owin sinful natures,

The Apostle Paul made it clear that every hw
man being & bomn into sin, & depraved in nE
ture, and & in need of the glorious gospel of
Christ.

Mo person wants to hear that he B guilty of an
offers e, especially against God. When the sub-
ject comes up, samecne may start ta make
excuses and diversiors, lke "Well, what abaut
the mentally challenged™ The amswer here &
that peaple must let God handle Es uessuch as
this since they do not know the arswers and
cannot do anyvthing about it amavay. & diver
sion to a related but unanswerable topic does
not contradict the truth of Gods Ward. Each
persan. must know in his heat how he has
dealtwith his sins.

As to who B ulimately to be saved and why
and who will uttimately be lost and why, one
must depend on Gods Word and learmn to not
speculate beyvond what & written,

July 17, 2018

Lesson Title: God 5= Things Right

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 142 Romans 3:21-
31

Prirt ::Remans 3:21-31

Dewotional Songs: #4249, #5857, and #2943

Key Verses; "There & no distinction, since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
they are now justifigd by he grace =& a gift,
threugh the redemjtion that is in Ghret Je
sus" (Romans 3:22-24).

Thi lesson gves irsights into the grace of
God, which allzo dezsperately need.

The idea of earning something by woking &
deeply ingrained in most people's minds. They
may think thatsimphy having faith and believing
what God has said is giving God very short
change in the bLargain of salvation. Yet God
does notneed @ person's belief in Him fo he
happy or blessed in some way, He does not
need good works, Nor does He need prake,
Christiars are the ones who benefit from good
wotcs, faith, and worship. God has no nesds,
He & pedectly capable of carrying out all He
desires and plars. He is complete and perfect
whethel ar not anyane trusts in Him.

In conmtrast, humankind & completely needy.
People hawe no akbility to save ourselves al
even to believe in God This lesson examines

A il o e J T )
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2016
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the one thing that mades all the difference.
That ane thing will make a person right with
God, That one thing i the grace of God and
His grace makes allthe difference.

July 24, 2016

Lesson Title: Net 'Withowut Hope
Leszon Scripture; Romans 5:1-11
Primt: Romans &:1-11
Tertaive Devational
and #£243

Hey Yerse: "Hope does not dis appoint us, be-
cause Gods love has been poured into our
hearts through the Haly Spint that has bheen
givento us" (Romans 5:5),

Songs: #4684, #251,

Thie' lesson explores the hope ane has inthe
salvation God gives to these who believe. It s
4 hope no other religion or belief system has ar
can even comprehend.

The hope the believer has of heaven when
they die B a solid cetainty for their present
standing in the grace of God, b & albo certainty
farthe future. Their hope & based arthe char-
acter of God and the fact that He never chang-
es. He las given His promise. As 3 result; be-
lievers can besure afthe sutcame.

if'a person has trusted in the Lord Jesus, s/he
has @ real hope for things that are beyond hu-
man comprehension. Been if they suffer hard-
ship, perseaution, markyrdom, and death, they
still have a blessed hope because they have
heen justified by faith. A Christian's hope does
not depend on current eircumstances but on
the trusbvorthy, lving Gaod,

Follewers of Christ enjoy many hlessings, Of
ten, they fail to see them, either hecause they
think they are inaccessible or they are ignorant
af them. But the blessings are there, and they
are accessible in Christ.

July 34, 2018

Lesson Title: Deah Becomes Life

Lesson Soripture: Romans &

Frint: Ramans 6:1-4, 12-14, 20-23

Terta&ive Devational Songs: #1649, #251,
and #243

Hey “erse; "Therefore, we have been buried
with him by baptEm into death, so that, just as
Christwas raised from the dead by the glary of
the Father, sowetoo mightwak in newness of

life" { Romans B,

This lesson we will demonstate how saksation
is not 3 dry fact Believers are truly rased to
new life.in Christ.

It & atthe sametme both easy and difficult o
liwe the new life. It B easy because God has
changed helievers on the irside and given
them HE Haly Spirt to guide and empower
them. k i5 hard because humarkind has not
done away with old habils and nature. Learning
about new |ife in Christ.and its foundation and
standing willhelp Christians move forward,

Someone may see helievers either waking in
the flesh or walking in the Spirit. They may be
segen either responding to God's leading or re-
bellng agairst God's leading. Making a com-
mitment to God's way when facing a choice
rmakes futire decs ions a |itte easier. Without
thiat commitmentthey may not make the choice
thatwould be pleasing to God. It E always pos-
sille for a Christiante repent far his o her ac-
tioms and to begin again: Steady progress can
be madein the new Christ-lke life.

AME Proud

Mjilmlydila,

il g4, a0k

Are wou unable to attend S0th Cuadrennial of
General Conferencein Peson™
Become-a Virtual Observer!

Sign up &t httpive hosted eventsiBME201S

ecome a Gerneral Conference Social Media
Ambassador

Like usan Facebook
www Beebook comameonational

Follow Lis on Twitter www twitier.comameecnational
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Finding God's Purpose for Our Lives:

Lessons from the Movie Joy

By Janetie B Simith
Certifed SEategic mhenention & AMindset Coach

The Women of Worth (W.0W.) bible studies use various activities te drive home spitual princk
ples through practical applications. OnJdune 8 the women gathered towatch the movie Joy.

The movie's promotional site describes oy as “A stary of a family across four generations, cen
tered on the girl who becomes the woman (Jennifer Lanrence) who founds 3 business dwnmasty
{self-wringing maps) and becomes a matriarch in her san right. ™

Though hible study fellows hip focus was for women, the lezsons that were sxtracted can inspire
anyone, especially those with an entre preneurial £ pirit.

HEEP DREAMING,

Think back to whenyouwere akid. There were things youd wanted to de, or a centain way of doing
things that just seemed natural, Joy remembered whe she was after years of living through what
zhe wasn't. Those memories fram childhood reminded her of what she was willing 1o work sa
hard an, 5o shewould never accept failure,

¥OUR GOD-GIVEN DREAM SOLVES A PR OBLEM,

Think of what other people need and if you sohle that need, vou can find purpose and success,
Joy was trying to mop up broken glass and cuther hand. Joy realized that SHE WAS people. She
had real problems! Soshe set outto sake ane of her problems, thinking that f she had that prob-
lem, ether peaple didtog,

Thinking abewt yourselfis not akvays selfish. Expecting others to sablve your prohlems foryou- &
That being said, Joy spent mest of her day solving ether people's problems. Almosito a fauk:
There is samething called boundaries, where f people act lke you're their servant, you call thhem
out on it, but anly to the sdent that they start taking care of the things you krow they can do,

FAMILY MEMBERS DO NOT ALWAYS MAKE GREAT BUSINESS PARTNERS.

Semetimes yvour family s gaing to misunderstand you. They aren't trying to shelf your talent, but
they can often become 'border bullies. In this movie, Joy's family B terrible. They are lazy, co-
dependent, and turn en her ke jadiak whenever she's wounded: It's enough to s ink most peo-
ple. We are the average of those we s pend the most time with, which & why becaming rich fram
nathing can be a big challenge.

In cantrast; Jow's childhood friend really had her back: Shezaw the light in Joy's eves when she
did what she was barn to do, and knea what twas to face adversity. Joy's fight was her fight as
well. Even Joy's ex-husband proved helpfulsinke hie tramsient job history gave her the connec-
tions she needed to meet the people running WG,

Business triends are not & ways the same as persana friends ortamily.

They will s pend time with you when it'E intheir financial interest to do so. [Fyou're ludey, you will
have respeect for each ather even when it B not. They'll give you a shot if what yau're saying
maes sense, but onlifit makes serse. Somaie sense.

Success bringsits own chalenges,

When yvou finally start succeeding, some people see you as a target. Joy's manufacturer rased
thie price high enough to kill the product, and tried to knock off her design becaus ethey couldn't
figure out how to make the idea work for themselves, This happened AFTER her product started
selling. Setting successful & one thing, staying successful means continuing to do what got you
there.

[L R e
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Church School
Book Club

DEcussion Date: June 1E,EI‘IE_I
1000 AN — 1130 AM.

Jume 2015
Three Motives for Marder, Mchelle Perry,
2007 :

July 2016
2018

Discussion Date: July 18,
10:00 & M —1%:20 A M
Exclusivay Yours Bhannon Stacey, 2011

When Keri Daniek' boss finds autshe has pre-
vious camal knowledge of reclusive bestselling
author Joe Kowakki; she gives Keria choice:
get  an intervisw or get & new joh.

Joe has never fargotten the first girl to break
hi heart; 5o he & irdrigued to hear Keri is
back [ntown—and looking for him. He propes-
Es-an outrageous plan—for every dayshe sur-
wives with his family ‘an their annual camping
trip,. Keri gan askr one Interview guestion,

The chemisty betnwieen Joe and Keri's as po-
tent @ the bug spray, but Jog's sister 5 out fo
avenpge his broken heart, and Keri has not rick
den an ATV since shewas ten. Who knew a
fittle blackmail, & whele ot of family and some
sizzling romantic interludes could make Keri
fecansider the old dream of Keri & Joe 2gether
dever?

Fin'ding God's Purpose
for Our Lives:

Lessons from the Movie
Joy

By Janette F. Smith
Carifred Stralegic nderventon & Mndset Coach

A P SEEET B I

Passion is everything.

CWC hired the best salesman they had to sell
Joy's product and he made & mess of the
sales, If the hest had succeeded, there would
have been no impetus for Joy to overcome her
imecurities. Joy knew the problem she was
sokving. Joy knea the product, and she knew
that if anybody else did this for her, nohbody
would understand how their lives would be imr
proved,

FACING M TOFIXIT

When Joy goes to Texas and has her own pri
wate chat with the "manufacturing enemy” whao
had beensabotaging herthrough hatfthe mow-
ie, she faced it-to fix . .The only way EVERY
OBSTACLE got sorted out and destroyed was
far her to face the manufacturing giart head
on...and haye it out.

Joy weent through a let of bith pains before she
could he rewarded for her talents, and contin-
ued to experience failure. The narration says
her cwin famiby tried to sue her, even after she
fupded their ideas, Was it all worth it?

K vou expect other people to sole your prob-
lems, the answer & no. But fyoufollow God's
lead, and sacrifice in sarvice to solve other
people's. problems, including your own... then
you'te closer o finding and fulfilling God's pur-
pose for your life,

i wou have notseen the movie, its on pay-per
vigwy television and out on DWD. There are a
feww adult words in it, not toe bad. Probably
nothing werse than you've ever heard'in ling at
the grocery store. ALL OF CREATION is wait-
ing for the sors and daughter= of God to stand
up and wak fully in our zalling and help selve
the problems of world, both these of the spirit
and these that deal with [de in this phlysical
realm,

Keep dreaming, believing and building! ™




st JJohnAME N June 2016 Fage 18

MI'N'S

Sunday
y June 26, 2016
- 10am

Guest Speaker

Bro. David Person

Each One Bring One!

July 30th

FREEDOM WORKSHOPS
[ All Ages |

9am-12:00pm

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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General Conference

Frequently Asbed Questions and Answers

Aha is The Genera Conterence?

The General Conference & the supreme body of the African Methodist EpEco-
pal Church: It s composed efthe Bshaps, a& ex officio presidents, according to
the rank of election, and an equal number of minsterial and lay delegates, elect-
gd by gach of the Annual Conferences and the Lay Electoral Celleges of the
Annual Conferences. Other ex- officio members are! the General Officers, Col
lege Presidents, Deans/Presidents of Theolegical Seminaries, Chaplairs in the
Regular &rmed Forces of the U.5.A The General Conference meets quadrennially {every four
years), but may have extra sessiors In cettain emergencies.

Why isthis Genera Conference = specia?
This will be the 50th Session held since the AME Churchwas incorporated in 1818, We will cele-
brate the Bicentennial incorporation of the church, representing 200 yvears of service to God,

Sa G WIENTTY (What's'init ter me?) | lewe Jesus. | suppert my lacal chureh, Why should |
atendthe 2016 Generd Conference?

Aftending the 2018 General Conference will give you a fiist-hand understanding of how the ANME
Church works. s a registered Observer, you will haye complete access to20% of the meetings,
glections and special programs for this mulfiple day experience. You willzee how bishops and
general officers are elested. Viou will hear about all of the poliey changes and programmatic is-
sues of the entire AME Church, &And vou will sit side by side with all 20 Disticts of the AME
Church! Thats all ofthe districts in the 38 countries of the denomination.

In addition, presidential candidates and international dignitaries will most likely visit the 2016
General Conference, |n 2008, the then Senatar Barack Obarma was a featured speaker. |n-2012
First Lady Michelle Obhama was a featured speaker. D Martin Luther King spok e at one of the
General Coanferences in the 1980s.

An estimated 20,000 people will attend part or all of the 2018 General C onference.

For persons preparing for the 20168 General Conference, there are some things to KNOW BE-
FORE ¥OU GOl Wil the official website of the African Methodist Episcopal Church at
inaend. ame-church,com and elick the S0th Duadrlennial Session "loge" for the latest information
on -
& The General Conference Agenda
= Regitration
®  Transportation
Cfficial List of Candidates
Wating CommEsion Repart
Lepislation Submissions
Fre-General Conference Committee Meetings
Housing
The Bicentennial Celebration

For more information go to 2018generalcanfere nce.org,
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FTsE S1. John AME Church

% | 229 Church Street e N ts
B | Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huntsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax bR

Return Service Request ed

E-mail. stiohnamehi@aol com
Website: gjohnam e-hsv.ong
[E3:E | The Right Reverend James L. Davis, Servant Bishop
Eﬂ-{fé Mre. Arelis B. Davis, Episcopal Supervisor
4 The Reverend Oliver &llen, Jr,, Presiding E lder
The Reverend Dodor Patick Clayborn, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Juene 19 Father's Day

Jerme 26 Men's Day, 10:08 a.m, Brofther David Person , Gues Speater
Sy 4 independence Day

July B-13 AMEC Genera! Conference, Philadelphia, Pennsplvania

ey 25-28 Minth Disfrict CBC, Troy, A lebama

Jurty 29-31 ITHRIVE Fresedom Weshend

- o '
1 J I
'y L

IMBNJICG That if you corfess with your mouth, “lesus is Lom ¥ and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead |, yvou will be saved. Romans 10:9
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(Fastc wa. o, Rev, Shen and the 3t Tohn E"t-"ﬂ:ra-:'d_'v
e lcome

Bishop Harry L. Seawright
and
The Reverend Sherita Seawnight

to the Nnth Episcopal District!




The 5t. John AMENewsletter Celebrates 20th Anniversary

By Nedm fkDaniel Ediar

Twenty years ago this month the frst 5t John AMENewsletizr (The
AMEM) was published. The first headiine of the newsletter twenty years
agn wias an the 45th Quadrennial Session of the General Canference of
the AME church -and this anniversary month's ediiion indudes an arbcle
gnthe S0th OQuadrennizl Sessian afthe General Conference. Hundreds af
arbcles have been published between the span of the first headling and
the arfclesinthis issue The newsletierwas avision af the Reverend Doc-
y | tor Homer MeCall, The newsletier was named the 5t lehn ADNE. Mews
| lettar by Ms. Kimberly B rown (daughter of Jasan and Thalia Love B rown)

!! | and acharfer member of the AMEN =tafi,

This manrthly publicgian has grown frem less than 200 subscribears to
aver 350 subseribers located acoss the United States and intematonak
Iy. The first-publication was esight (B} pages and today the aversge num-
berof pages istwenty (200, In 1996, and for severalvears aflerwards, the
publicabonwas printed at a lacal copier shop, laterthe church acquired
acopierthat allowed the newsleterta be primted internally, but required
manual callatng, stapling and folding. Today newsletiers are printed di
ractly from the cemputer - collated, stapled and {olded. The coler versian
af the AMEN was intraduced in 2010. Electronic copies of the newsletier
a2re e-mailed to those who chose to recene the newsletier i that format.

3y Jodmire A M E Church Messsltir
Hunizvilia. Alabmma

imaddition to publishingthe monthly newslener, the AMEM staff has bean
involved in providing information for the church's website and preparing
2 annual reports. The Taste Tea is 38 holiday fellewship sponsored by the
AMEN staff and recipes collected from the tea have been published in two
ediions of the A Toste of 5t John ond Frignds Cookbook
: Amdes inthe AMEM have covered events st all levels of the connectional
church. The AMEN stafl ensures there are announcements for upooming
events and articles that report on the many worship services, ministrizs
and other achivites &t 5t. John. The publicedon's goal is to be informative
and spiritually enriching. A bulletin baard in the halhway outside of the
sanctuary will display same of the newsletters from the past during the
month of July.

TheAMEN stafl appredates the sarvice of allwhe contributetothis minis
tryand praythatthe AMEN Is a blessing te all wha read its aricles. As this
publication moves into its third decade, the layaut has besn enhanced
and there will be more changes in thefuture. The AMEN staff mests the
secand Saturday of each month & 10:30 am. New members are ahways
welcome.

Asthe AMEN staff celebrates the twenty (20) years of service, this minis-
try alse mourns the passing of Mrs. Mable McCall, & chartar membar of
The siafl.

To God be the glary, for the things He has dane!
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Thoughts from the Pastor's Desk

Greetings In the name of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Chnst!

July has been a power packed
maonth for so many of us. Scores
af wou are hawving family reur
lons and family vacatons. We've
celebrated our countme’s Inde-
pendence Day. The: African
Methodist Episcopal Church cel
ebrated 200 years as a denomi-
namon at the General Confer
ence in Philadelphia. With all of
these happenings, | wanted 1o
make sure that we noted several impartant events.

Panar Pamick T Claybem, ™0

First; let us welcame aur newly appointed Bishap - The
Right Rewverend Harry L. Seawright - and our Episcopal 5u-
pervisar - his wife, The Reverend Sherita Moon Seawright -
to the 9th Episcopal District!" We are scited about the
giftz, skills, and anointing that they will bring to the AME
churches of Alabama. They come with the spirit of farvent
prayer and experfise in building ministries; businesses and
grant wriing, As-they transimon from Marmrland ta us, we
pray that God continuesto bless their family and their
home. We also pray that theirministry herg will be eff echive
and that we lovingly follow their leadership; Lord, help us
all to grow tagether. We hope that the work we've done
under Bishop James L. Davis will serve as-a foundawion for
the ministry that Bishop Seawright will begin. We thank
God far the Episcmpal Commities that heard and answered
our request to bring Bishop Seawright to us. ¥e thank God
in adwance for blessings we shall experience under the lead-
ership of Blshop and Supervisor Seawright.

Second, Alasbama proposed legislation at-the General Con-
ference that would make the Mimoring Prajec available to
entire denomination. The revisions commities refused to

‘Bishop amd 5upervisorseawrghtare pitured on the front page.

The Mirodng Project &3 stud vy of self-examimeton for o hurches.
it takes the c hurchthrowme ha s ries of questions and exercses that
kelp the church assess its true health as anomgantatonand oF
ganEm. It gives the chamh seveml opticms in light of is fimdings:
merging with ampther charh, rekcating, or making 5pecific ad-
justrreats tocerdain processes or 5yste s,

bring it to the floor of the conference be@use they viewed
it as repegingour procedure an church mergers, [fthe leg
islaion had been read thoroughly by the commitiee, they
wauld have seen that their wiew was inaccurate. Though we
did not get the chance to share with the entire denomins
fion @ way te help our churches grow, several impoartant
results did occur, ¥We saw clearly @ number of inefliciencies
in how the revisions committee operates that we can speak
to and aHempt to. change. We showed the entite denomi
nawon the growth that is taking place in the AME churches
in Alabama. We discovered how legislation pradchcally
miakes it before the general church, Thase of you seeking 1o
get |legislalion heard by the General Conference need to get
that legislation heard by wvarious bodies fsuch as the AME
Conva) that meet long before the General Confersnce,
When it is submitted afterwards, it is “familiar!” We give
thanks ta Mrs. Bernella Knight Rose for being Alabama’s
representative 1o the revisions committee. Thank you Mrs,
Roseforfightingfor us

Third, our nation has been rocked by the police shootings of
African Americans Alton Sterling in Batan Rouge, LA, Philan-
do Castille in 5t. Paul, M N, and Charles Kinsey in Miami, FL.
Sterling and Castille died. Allthres were visibly showing no
threat to officers. Our naton was also devastated by the
shootings of police officers in Dallas, TX, and Baton Rouge,
LA, Both shooters were reportedly former military that
were disgruntlzd but had na tes to the Black Lives Matter
mavement, |t is clear that our land needs healing fram the
racism, hatred and fear that divides us. Qur prayers go to
the vicmms and their familles. As well, we pray for those
communities. We praythat God brings justice, peace, resto-
ration, reconcilialion, and resttution to all who are sufier-
ing.¥et, the quesiion remains: What wil| we do? My hope is
that we @n begin in two simple ways, At the end of the
manth we will have our iThrive weekend. On July 25th, we
will hawe Friday Mite Liwe at 5t. John, On July 31st, we will
hawve iThrive Sunday, These events will uplifi the thame
“Living Free® Qur prayeris that all who attend will exdperi-
gnce Qod in radically new ways so that they may be truly
free and that theirfreedom will became contagious. Onthe
eyening of Aupust 16th, we will have a Meet the Candi-
dates Farum for the persans unning for City Council in
District 1 af Huntswille. Invita®ans have been extended to
each candidate. This will not be a debate. Each pamicipant
will be allowed ten minutes to share his ar her plattorm.
Afterwards, we will open up the forum to queshonsto the

Sk it oo eipe 4
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Thoughts from the Pastor's Desk

A irdivniaid Mt jaiee 1)

candidatesfremthe audience. All of the events - Friday Nits
Liwve, iThrive Sunday, and Meet the Candidates Farum - are
free and apentothe public. It is our hope that through radi
cal worship and intentional dwic engagement we will be
abile to create an atmosphere foar healing along the divides
of mce, pender, cass, and every other divide that hams
our cammunities. Please come out and suppart our eflorts
to bringpeace to our land!

| Finally, | want to share news from

Jour church family, Mrs. Mable

|lones McCall passed away earier

{ this month. Asthe wife of Rew. Or.

| Hamer L. McCall, she was the first

i lady af 5t. lohn for 40 years. She

| served oudr church and thiscammu-

: nity with honorand distincion, We

held her homegoing celebraton at

| First Missionary Bapwist Church in

| Huntswille. ¥YWe thank Rew. Dr_Julius

:SEruggi and the First Bapt'st family

faor their hospitality and kindness.

Bishop James Davis preached a mighty word forthe eulogy:

“Get Ready Waorld! Here Comes Mable!™ We pray far com-

fart ‘for the Jones and McCall families. Lady Mable will be
sarely missed.

Thiz manth we celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the AMENewslstier.
¥WWe mngratulate the enfite ministry
for their faithfulness, dedication and
spirit ‘of escellente. They have not
missed ane month, and each issue is
a glorous witness to the love of God
in Jesus Christ. This wehicle has
helped the ministries of 5t. Jahn 1o
graw hbeyond our borders into
churches, communities and homes
we would not erdinarily touch. 5t.
lohn salutes you! As pastor, | alse
wam to acknowledge Ms. Nedrm
i chaniel, whe has and con@inues io
serve asthe editor. Faryeur 20 years
of #ireless leadership and extraordi
nary seflessness, we praise God for
you, May the Lord bless you Sis

McDaniel, the ministry members, and this ministry in every
wiay!! Please help us celebrate this amazing ministry!

It iz with bittersewest hearts,

that we announce Ms. laners

Smith's departure as the Admin-

istrative Assistantto the Pastor.

Her career priortao herarrivalto

this position isworld renown. In

her almost four years as my as-

sistant, she has given unbeligva-

ble support to. both Pastar and

Executive Minister. She has es-

tablished a tone of comtagious

joy, fearless faith, and humble

service in our office. Sis. Smith

not - only aided us in organizing

our office processes, but she

also used her esperise and pre

wious experiences to help Ex-

pand the ministry of our church,

Just take 3 lopk at aur new website orthe screens in the
sanctuary. Thaugh we are sadte see Ms Smith leave our
office, we are excited about the opportunity to which she is
headed. May God's promise be made manifest for you Sis.
Smith - that everywhere your feet'tread you will prosper!
We thank God for your service and contnued sacrifice to
aur church. Please join us In thanking Ms.5Smith for her lril-
limnt waorl®

¥We are in the process of entering @ new seasan. Let us be
sureto “hold te Ged's unchanging hand.” In sa doing, let's
glso love ane another as God loves us.

May the God of peace bless yvou beyond measure,
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Graduates and Retirees Celebrated in Special Service
By Bridget 1 Floyd

B! £

-
by A
T

Graduates and o

hc Ching . ChelSes Carter Gamani Abwam sj z"'l'l]-;
i

5t. John celebrated the accomplishments af members whe
wiere graduates and retireas, an Sunday, June 12, 2016,
Thers was a single worship service, which was held &t & am,
The speaker for the svent was Mr. Kenneth L Andersan,
Mulwcultural Afairs Officarforthe City of Huntswille.

The Scholarship Commities consisted of the Reverend Dr.
Patnck Clayborn, pastor;the Honorable M. Lyan Sherrod,
chairperson; the Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborn, exeoutive
minister; Caol, {Ret.) James 0. Heyward, Ms. Nedra M clan-
igl, and M. Pamela Whitehead. They coordinated an ex-
treardinary event.

Fastor Cey barnand WMr Andemson

']
-

% ; | o 1 L. . o
& membens: JudzeSherrod, Samh MoGraw, Terdshd Wsm, rﬂr..lhlinm.Mt'h\-bu'u,_;ﬁlp

ey, Shen caning o 4 |

In addmon te celebraWng those whe had meached culmi-
natng milestones in academice and careers, there was
praise and worship in each aspea of the service. The dance
ministry, worship through song by the Gospel Choir, & beau-
fful praysr by Cal. Heyward and scripture reading by Sister

lanetriz Smith,

Pastor Claybarn introduced the speaker, Mr. Kenmy Ander-
san, who spoke an the topic, "Oh, Far a Faith.” The scnp-
tural referene was luke S48 He also dted Joshua 1:9,
emiphasizing that "God is with you - no matter what [ife
brings", He noted that the honorees did not achisve their
amdemic and caresr successes by their skills along, rather
they had Gad on their side. Mr Anderson not anly shared
his interpretaion of the scripture but also his personal ex-
perignces and reflecnons regarding the importance af per-
severance in the midst of adversity. He encouraged them
as they moveto the next phase of their lives/aspiraions, to
“ambrace the power of God" which will provide “what ever
wie want'- being mindful that God works on His, not man's,
amie.

The graduates or thelr representatives, and the refrees,
received presentations from 5t. John. The graduates alzo
were each given a scholarship fram the Class of 1976 from
Gentry High Schaol (who worshipped with 51. lahn as part
eftheir40th anniversary celebration) . Dr. Thalia Love repre-

AL i o pamp Bl
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Graduates and Retirees Celebrated in Special Service
By Bridget 1 Floyd

AL bl D g 41

septed her cass in presenting the gifts. Thers was prayer
for the honorees which culminated a beaunTul worship ser-
wice and tribute to the hard work ofthe celebrants. The jay,
thankfulness, and relief of the gradustes, refirees, andtheir
loved ones was svident.

MAY GODBLESS YO W AND YOUR FUTLRE ENDEAYO RSY

2016 Graduates and Retirees

High S5eheal Graduates

Germani Brienna Abram received the High & chool Diploma
with Advanced Academic Endarsement from Columbia High
Schaol She will aftend Mercer University (Macan, GA) on a
full athletc scholarship. Germani plans to confinue to serve
the Lord, Jesus Christ and work towards becoming a pedia-
trician and apening her own prachce. She isthe daughter of
AngelearAbram and niece of Melena Warren, and cousin of
De'Shaun.,

Chelsea Carter received the Advanced High Scheal Diplo-
ma with Honars from Buckharn High School Chelsea has
chosen te attend the University af Mississippi and will ma

jor in Psychology with Pre-Medidne courses. She plans to
become a Peychiatrist. Chelsea isthe daughter of LTC Felicia
Carter,

De'Asia Collins s a graduate of Calumbia High Schoal. She
plans to artend Calhoun College and would like to join the
military, De'Asiais the daughterof Terasha Jefierson.

Kennedy Briana Harris received the High S5chool Diplama
from Sparkman High School, Kennedy will attend Tuskeges
Unhrersity and major In Biolagy. Her career objective is 1o
attain a MD/PhD in Cellular and Molecular Biolopy. Kennedy
isthe daughter of Reginald and Yvonne Sanderson and sis
ter of Robyn Sandarsan.

Kaitlyn Marzeta MeClung received the High Schogl Diplo-
ma from MNew Cantury Technology High School Kaitlyn
plans to atiend Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical Uni
wersity. Afiter complefing her undergraduate degree she
plans to get & masters degree and attend film schoml. Her
dream iste be asuccessful peet and screenwriter and trawel
the world: Kaitlyn.isthe daughter of Kathlyn Dulaney.

Bacealaursate Degrees
Wesley lamar Daniels earned the Bachelor of Science de-
gree with majors in Criminal Jusiice and Emergency Man-
agement framthe University of Morth Alabama. He plans to
gnter the miltary. Helisthe san of Sylester and Angzlia V.
Daniels and the brotherof Kari Danials.

Advanced Degrees

Tamela E. MeGraw earned the Dodar of Pharmacy degres
frem the University of Arkansas Medical School [UAMS)
Little: Rock, Arkansas. Or. McGraw will be a resident phar-
macast parddpatng inthe Unmersity of Cincnnat’s Medical
Canter (UM C) Pharmacy Prachice Residencoy Program with
the intent to focus an critical care pharmacy or emergenoy
medicine pharmacy. She is the daughter of Rickey and 52
rah Mcaraw, the granddaughter of Princetta Madkey, and
the sister of Phillip B. M oG raw,

2016 Retiress
Carol Fester Ball reered frem Huntsville City Schools
(Huntsville Center) after 38 years of service as a kindergar-
tenteacher Sheis thewife of James Ball and the mother af
Ashley Ball.

Clementene H. Pearsen refired froam the UES Federal Ser-
wices/ MASA as a Procurement Spedalist. She is the wife of
Or, Clifton Pearson.

Templena Stanley served 22 yearsin the Baltmare Ciy
Palice Department as 3 911 opermtar, and affically retred
after & years of service with Book5Systems, a local camiputer

soffware company, as a help desk technican. The late Lamy
W. Stanley was her laving huskand.
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Men of Honor: Reclaiming Faith
By Justin vork

Pastarc h-.-l:-nr‘gl_.-ﬁ i'!.-:PlE_ﬁj:_'uarld Brov he v s tin Yok

Men's Day was held on June 26, 2016. The speaker far the
maming was Brother David Person, The men of 5t John
came dressed in their slacks and pale siyle shirts -- in a
maore comfartable, reladed atbore dueto the recent temper-
gture inaease. Mothing about Brother Person's message
wras comfortable. Nothing about the waorship service was
rela<ed. Brother Person's message, ermdiled “The Unthinks
ble Atrocity,” was taken from the text of Judges 20:6 with
background infarmation fram Judges 19 and 21 The men of
St.lehnwere challenged anthe moming af June 26th. Chalk
lenged to rise abowve the nerm. Challenged to treat women
with the respec and dignity they dessrve. Challenged to
live the example of atrue Man of Hanor. Challenged to be
accountable and take acHon against the mistreatment af
women, Challengad to be in position to break the opcle of
women being abused, Challerged ta cammunicate. Chak
lenged to counsel. Challenged to reflect: Challenged to
speak up publick. Challenged ta Iwe inthe will of God far
their lives.

Brother Persan stated, “If we are goingto leglmately daim
to beMen af Honar, then we-are goingta have to come to
grips with the fad that when it comes to the treatment of
wamen, we have failed.”

The grawvity of this statement set the tone far the entire
message. Throughouwt the message there weare moments of
silence that seemed io last for hours. Those moments cm-
municated the mlevance of Brother Person's message.
Those mements ware indicaive af the change required to
become Men of Hanor,

“We [men) can't be who we are supposed to be untlwom-
enare allowedio bewho God called themto be " according
to Brather Persan.

This was Men's Day and the focuswas on women? Ifthis is
ilie message you mceived, you could not be mare wrang.
The focus was irrefutably an mien; the achions they hawve
taken, and the treatmant they have allowed to become ac-
ceptable for theirwomen. This message was not just a chal-
lenge for those men who have nettrested women with the
respect and value due to them. This mescape was a call to
every man and boy to take a stand and put an end to what
has been allowed forfar too long. Afterthe message, every
man and boy willing to accept Brother Person's challenge
was asked to come to the atkar for prayer. The number of
men at the altar displayed a renewed mmmitment to be
coming Men of Honor. Thiswriter is confident that the men
of 5t. Jahn accepted the challenge given by Brother Persan
and plantowalkin purpose, on purpesets reclaimthea faith
ef theirwomean, their community, and their ciurds.
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2016 General Conference Celebrated Bi-Centennial of the AME Church
By Medm@ Mcanel

The S50k Quadrennial Sezsion af the

I

Fremd i, General Confersnce of the African

sy

Methodist Episcopal Church was a

granid celebraton of 200 years af Afri
o can Methoadism. k was held at the Phile

delphiz Canventian Center in Philadel

phia, Penngylvania, July 6-13, 2018, The
themea was "An Extraordinary Histery = An Incredible Fu-
ture” The First Episcopal DistAc, led by Bishop Gregory G,
M. Ingram and Episcopal Supervisor lessica Ingram, hosted
the conferance. They, along with the General Conference
Commission, |eft no stone unturned in the planning and
sxecution of the conference. The tarch run from Delaware
ta Philadzlphia was July 3, and representasives from the
MNinth District pariiapated. The unveiling of the Richard Ak
lz2n statue in the courtyard of the Mother Bethel propery
wras held an July 3, and the mural on the wall of the First
District building was dedicated on July 4. The svening be
fore the conference began, a celebatory gala banquet was
held that included adisplay of the arts.

There were over 1,600 delagates from forty (40) countries
and five (5) continents, and more than 20,000 observers.
Worship and praise semvices, concerts, business sessions,
retirements, memarials, eleciions, march for jusaice, polm-
cal speeches, component breakfasts and luncheons, District
mestngs, prayer labs, 'lunch and learn’ health commissian
sessions, RAYALC revival, Christran Debutante-Masters Dedi
calon, bicentennial reflecions and spansor presentabons
filled the agenda of this eight-day cenfermnce, The arganiz=-
ers of the mnference incorporated more f2chnology than
gver before. Docdmients required to conduct the business
of the mnference were provided electronically. The main
wiolship services were streamed live so that persons unahbles
to aftend physicallywere able to arend virtually.

Warshipand Special Services

The General Conference opening service was held at 10 am
on Juby 6, 2016, Senior Bishop Jehn B, Bryant presided and
Bishop T. Larry Kirkland was the preachar. His message was
entitled “Back tothe Future” and the tedt was Ads 241
The First Districe choir rendered music accompanied by a
host of dancers. The ceremany of thetransfer af the Presi
denttal Medallion af the president af the Coundl of Bishops
was alzo held during this service. The medallion was passed
from Bishop Julivs Meallister, Ir. ta Bishop John White,

The Holy Communian Worship Service was held-at 10 am
on July 10, 2016, Bishop Richard Franklin Norris, presiding

prelate of the Seventh Episcopal DistAad, wasthe preadier.
His sermen was entitlzd “"You Should Know Me by Now "
Again, ministry in music and dance completed the warship
gxperience. The Bishap's Quadrennial Disanguishad Service
awards were presented to the Henorsble Kenneth Ezra
Mapp, Gevernar, United States Virgin Islands, and The Most
Reverand Michael Bruce Curry, Presiding Bishop and Pr-
mate of the Episcopal Church. The Richard Allen Freedom
Aweard was presented to President Barack Obama and First
Lady Michellz Obama.

The Closing Warship Service on July 13, 2016 was another
tradittonal General Conference worship service, with the
processional of the general officers, chaplains and bishops
of the church. The refiring Senior Bishop John Richard Bry-
ant brought the message. Hisiext was Jahn 18:1F and the
sermon was endtled "Den't Get Caught Warming at the
Wrong Fire.” The General Canference honored the |egacy of
sisterfexhortar Jarens Lee by posthumously confering the
ordination of lnnermnt Elder, This service -also included the
presentaton and passing af the medallion of the Senior
Bishop to Bishop McKinley Young the consecration af the
mewly elected Bishops and the Episcopal assignments of all
active Bishops by the Episcopal Committee.

Prior to business sessions, sendices of Word and Worship
wiereg held. Preadiers forthese services include the Rever-
end Yernon R. Byrd, the Reversnd Doctor Ann Lightner-
Fuller, the Reverend Docor William D. Watley, and the Rew
erend Tarkala A Miller. The Ecumenica] service was held an
Friday =vening Thers was paricipafion frem wvanous de-
nominatons. The Reverend Doector ). Lauis Felton, pastor of
MIt. Airy Church of Ged and Christ, Philadelphia, Pennsylva
ria was the preacher. His sermon was enfitled “lesus Takes
aselfie” and the scripture was Matthew 10:28-34, 1112

The redrement service honored rewring Judicial Council
members, General Officers and Bishops. During this service,
Bishop Richardson effered words af wisdam. His subject
was “If You Don't Breathe, You Will Die® and the text was
from Acts 2. Thefollowingreareeswere hanored,

Judicial Councll — Attamey Benjamin Edwards and Judge
Rosemariz Rhodes-Miller

General Officers — Dr. Calwin Sydnor I, 20" Editar of The
Christion Recomdzr and DOr. Johnny Barbour, President)
Publisher Sunday Schoaol Lnian.

BEhops — Bishop John R, Bryant, Bishap T. Larry Kirkland,
Bizhop William DeVeaus, Bishop Richard Norris and Bishop

L Tl v e VI
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2016 General Conference Celebrated Bi-Centennial of the AME Church
By Medm@ Mcanel

L AT VT g X
Freston Williams.

Business Session and Other Highlights

The busingss sessions began the afiemoan of the first day
and cantinued untlthe inal session at the close of the Con-
sacration Service. There wasz far too much business ad-
dressed to cover in this amde, Jver 60 bills {revisions to
The Book of Dsopiine of the African Methodizt Episcopal
Church 2812 ) were presented. Al of the Distrids and cam-
ponents (WIS, SADA, Wamen In Ministry, Sons of Allen,
RAYAL, and mors) made written and/ar verbal reparts to
the General Conference. The budget for the Connechional
Church for the next quadrennial was approved. Reports
were received from the church's instufions of highar
learning: Resolumans addressed the area of global waming,
health, conference boundariss, and other topics, Powsarful
statements were delivered by the young adulis whe parack
pated in The Adam-Caleman Williams Distinguished AME
Schalars Guild,

As part of the original agenda, the Sodal Acion Commission
wiai scheduled to prasent a Socigl Action Posiion Faper.
The commission incarporated into the agenda of the Gen-
eral Canference a statement on the violent ads af police
against Blacks and the tragic sniper atiack on police officers
in Dallas. The Commission aleng with Senior Bishop John
Bryan, the Philadelphia NAACPE, and the yourg adults orge-
nized a justice march and rally an Thursday, Juby 7.

The presumphve demiocratic nomines for prasident of the
United States, former Secretary of State Hillary Clintan, ad-
dressed the canference an Friday afternaan. In lght af the
weelk's events, her speech included achions she would im-
plement to improeve policing and justice for all Americans

Electians were held on Menday sfternoon. The results of
the eledian are printed below,
GEMERAL QOFFICERS
TREASURER /CFO LEWIS, RICHARD ALLEN (D)
GEMERAL SECRETARY/CQO  COOPER, JEFFERY B. (Rev. Dr.)
AMEC DEFARTMENT OF RETIREMENT SERVICES
HARRE, JEROME ¥, (Rew. Dr.)
GLOBAL WITHNESS AND MIMNISTRY
FLOWERS, GEORGE F. (Rev.Dr.}
HISTORIOGR APHER /DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH & SCHOLAR-
SHIPF, EDITOR OF AME REVIEW
FRY BROWN, TERESAL (Rev.Or)

PRESIDENT/ PUBLISHER, SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION

BELIN, RODERICK DWAYNE (Rew )
EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN RECORDER

THOMAS, JOHN 111 (Mr)
DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTLAN EDUCATION

PIERCE GARLAND F. (Rev. Dr.)
CHURCH GROWTH AND DEVELD PMENT

WADE, IAMES C (Rev. Dr)

JUBICIAL COUTCIL

CLERGY MEMEBER—IUDICIAL COLMNTIL
BESS, THOMAS LEO N (Rev. Dr,)
CURRY, EDUARDD K., Esq. iRew)

LAY MEMBER—IUDICIAL COLIMNCIL
AMDERSON, 'EREK H. DAWSON, WARREN H. Esg.
MAYBERRY, PATRICIA M., Esg. WRIGHT, TANIAE., Esg.
LAY ALTERNATE BATTLE, STARR L, E=q.

BISHOP
SEAWRIGHT, HARRY LEE (Rev. Dr.)
MITCHELL, MICHAEL LEGN (Rev. Dr.)
HERMMING-BY FIELD, E. AMME (Rew. Dr.)
BRAILSFORD, ROMNIE E. SR, (Rev. Dr)
WICKER, STAFFORD J. M. {Rev. Dr.)
REID, FRANK MADISON || {Rew, Or.)

Following the consecration serviceforthe Bishops, the Epis
copal Cammitiee made their final repont, the episcopal as
signmemts for 2006-2020. The full list of assignments |5 an
page 1T of this newslerter, Bishop Hamy Seswright, the
133rd elected and consecratad bishop of the AME Church
wasassigned to the Ninth Episcopal Distnct, Bishop lames
L Dawviswas assigned to.theSecond Episcopal District.

The 5t. John Delegatan

5t. John members were delegates and observers at the
General Conference. The delegateswere the Reverand Doc-
tor James R. Johnsan {Chaplain), the Reverend Docor Pat-
Hick O, Clayborn (Ministeral), Nedra McDaniel [Lay) and Ja-
son Gilmore (Lay, first-alternate) . Observers were the Rev-
erend Dactor Homer MeCall, the Reversnd SheriSmith Clay-
barn, Mrs. Mary Allen, Ms. Gale McCall, Ms. Sharen Butler,
Dr. Jeanette Janes, Dr. Jennifer Patterson {lturgical dancer),
Mr=. Abbiegail Hugine, Mr. Hodges and Mrs. Juanita Wash-
ingtan, Mrs, Charlsie Brooks, and Mrs, Dana Johnsan. Pre
siling Elder Oliver Allen was a ministerial delegate and a
mermber ofthe Episcopal Commitiee.
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Vacation Bible School Showcases Talent

iy IEnTe n Lati mare

The theme for this year's Vacation Bible School was "I've
got Talent®™ 5t. Jlohn sure did showase allits many talents!
There were classes for all ages: “talented stars”
“showstoppers,” “junior perfarmers” “executives” “super
stars,” and, last but not least, "the celebries” Dr. Monica
Dillihunt wasthe director.

Each class was able to dive in and look-at different types of
talents:Esther and her courageaus spirit, Neah and his will-

Ingness to do as God commanded, and even Jesus, the car-
penter, leading and showing how to love others. Fictures at

=

the bottom of this page captured same of the teaching, fun
and fellowship of ¥B5.

Each night ariendees gathered for foed, fun and fellowship.
Thizs themsa would not be complete without a “talent”
showr! Each class was able to showcase their many talents
and gifts fram God in fromt of everyane at the closing cele-
laraton.

Owerall, WBS 2016 was a complete success as a result of
much help fram members, friends, and church auxiliaries,
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“THRIVE Ministry

RIOAY

5T, JOHN AME CHURCH 22% CHURCH ST NW » HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801  (256) 534-3265
STIOHNAME-HSVIORG = REV, PATRICK D. CLAYBORN, PH.D., PASTOR




Habitat for Humanity

2016 S5PRING Build Houss Diedica@on
By Tami M cGhee

H 2409 Garden Park
ﬂi{’gﬂtﬁf Humtsville, Alabama 35810

il J018 bab it Home 201 6 Fa bital Hedrne Sponears

Habitat for Humanity isa nonprofit arganeafon that provides affordable, decent homes inthe community forthese who guak
ify. 5t John partnered with other local churches ta support the Habitat for Humanity of Madison County's Spring Bulld, The
2016 Build is a4 bedmom home et 2409 Garden Park Driva for the Carter Family, Sister Tami McGhee and Brother lesse John-
son represented 5t John &t the hame dedicanon service held an Saturday, Jun= 4, 2016

AllSt John memberswho are physically able are encouraged to support this outreach ministry each year. Build site volunteers
must be 16 vears aof age or older, Watch for announcements about the build next spring,
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Technology Corner
By P e Wills e

Secigl Media Posin

Most people are mvobead 1n:same type of sooal media
Taking pre@uions 1o post oily Enan infermanan to
theweh isa-must. Onceinformation hasbeap postadto
cocial media thereis raally o delewan fram the saosal
media databazs, [V only sppears to be deletead from your
profile or page. This aracle highlights those thingsthat
people should consider when posinig

First, home ard work addrasses should not be shared
with 'sarmeane that you do not Knowe For easample ge=
atags for Insagam retrieve the locamon, Al af thass
tags may point tothe same lecation, By doing this oth-
Ef vEers-man plapoint frequent lacewons, whicd could
bewark and/or hame-lecaions This provides waluable
infermaiionto a stranger. Also be careful wha |stageed
# locafons dsing thecheck-in features

The me=nt impartant persons in aur fees are bur kids
AhwEys get pemissian fram parents before pommng plc
tures of their kids on socal madia: Bven ifthe kids are
yaurs, be mindful af the picturez that yau 3= pasing
on sodal miedia [f picturss of kids ara pasted Using map
features ot social'medis, someane can easily find school
arather infermaton abaut the kids, De nat post priviate
picduresthat should not beshared througheut the Inter-
net Thisalto applies 1o the dirsct meszaging of prvate
informanon that can easily e empoed to unwaEnted
VIBWETE

Be rareful wwhen posing to sotial medis while =way
from home When posang io social media that you are
away frem hems for an extended amadnt ef @me, you
are basiclly telling hame [nvaders that yaur homes |5
availabie far break |n, Mever post travel imneracies to
socal medizsites. Although there are many precaubons
one can take to. pretect their persanal datz , each poast
to a sonal media site |5 exposufe to the risk af Intermat
hackers. Thiz iz-notsayingta not use sodabmedia, but
pleasethink about what you-are pastingta sachl media
sites priop te hittngthat share bution

Serve Like Allen

By Cha ki Bioe e

‘Nat gald, hut anly aman can maks

2 [church), great and strang.

A rran whe, fortrathand hanor's sake,
A manwhe staod fast and sufiered long

Abraveman who wark=d while athers sizpt.

wha n'-imd‘:#hﬂu athers slept,

He buift a church plllare deep

-and lifted manvahuunnd:tu their home on hJ:h
—H'Mnfh'rnu,t‘

The AME Church is hanaringits faunding Bishop, Richard
Allen, who organized tha Affican Methodist Episcops)
ﬁhurth*IHMEq“n hundred years agn, Allen's love for peo-
le drovi him with & thﬂ-wm-

|I"A‘Trl you juin. Aﬂ#ﬂf:hll&:ln as they. mﬂrthmwhu.;:nm.g
1:*11!51 Juhﬂ Saip Ittchm an the Jrd and #-1hTuuH~aqm uf
=ath ‘manth? ThJe nqp ministey Tesls this wauld pﬁiﬂr
‘FounderRichard Allen,

= ey afGold BE-

Weekly Prayer Time

Tuesdaysat Moon
Conference Call Credentials

US Toll Mumber (530) BE1-1213
Meeting ID: 876-863-940

e

Listen to the plavback amy time

Playback Number 5301 881-1215
M eeting Id B76-863-940

prayingata b tives inthe Spiril wiball pragerand sup pication,
i that e nd bespalen withall pesevemnde, rabing & upplicetion
forall e wainis” - Eplesam 620
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The Agony of the Feet

Sobmitted by Rosemary Welk, LI

You'vie smly yoi = Caot.

%

T#ee cave o¢ fhowyf

For mary, a trip to the podi
atrist is not an their to-do
list, but it is Wme to realize
that feet are made for much
mare than just showing off
trendy footwear! Despite
being comparaonvely small
extremifes, ihey contain
one<sfourth af the bady's banes, 214 ligaments and 38 mus
cles. According te the lllineks Podiatric Medica) Associabon
feet mirror an individual's general health and are where
condiions ranging from arthrils to circulstory disarders
show inal symptams.

Sorme of the mest commen foot problems are discussed
belaw,

Fungal and bacterial condmons, induding athiste's foot,
occur because feet spend a ot of Wme in shoes— awam,
dark, humid place that s perfect far fungusio grow. Fungal
and bacterial condifions can cause dry skin, redness, blis
tars, itching and peeling. If not treated right away, an infec-
#ion can be hard to cure ar the infecion may reaccur. To
prevent infections, keep feet-especially the area betwean
the toes-clean and dry, Try dusting feet daily with foot pome-
der, If the conditon doss not get better within two (3
weeks, talkto the dactaor.

Carns and calluses are caused by frichon and prassure
wihen the bony parts of the foot ruk against shoes. IF you
hawe corns orcalluses, see your dactor or podiatrist. Some-
ames wearing shoes that #t properly or using special pads
solvesthe problem. Tresdngcorns or @lluses aneself may
be hamful, espacially i the persan has disbetes or poor
circulawon. Ower the counter medicnes contain acids that
destroy the mssue but do not treat the cause Somenmes
these medicines reduce the need for surgery, but check
with your docdtarbefars usingtheam.

Bunions develop whenthe joints inthe bigtoe {alse called
the greattoe) no longer fit together asthey should and be
come swollen and tender. Buniens ssem to run in families.
If & bunion s not severe, wearing shoes cut wide at the in-
step togs, tapingthe foot, orwearing pads that cushion the
bunign may help the pain. Other treatments include physk
cal therapy and wearing orthotc devicgs or shoe inserts, A
doctar can alse prescribe ant-irfammatory drugs and cord-

sone injecions for pain. Somewmes surgery is needed to
relieve the pressure and to repairthe foe joint

i o]

bt }Ji_i J.H

[ S
Lo

Ingrawn teenails occurwhen a piece of the nail breaks the
shin-which can happen if tosnails are not cut properly. In-
grown toenails arevery commaon in larggtoes, A dodor can
remowe part of the toenail that iscuEng into the skin. This
allewws the area ta heal. |ngrown toenails can often be
avaided by cutting the toenail straight across and |eval with
thetop of thetoe,

Hammertoe |5 caused iy a shortening af thetendans that
control toe movemants. The toe knuckleis usually enlarged,
drawing the toe back. Ower fime, the joint:enlarges and
stiflens asit rubs against shoes. Your balance may be aftect-
ed. Wearing shoes and stockings with plenty of room is a
treatment for hammertoe. In wery Serious casss, sUrgery
may be needed.

Spurs are calcium growths that develop on bones of yaur
feet. They are caused by muscle strain inthe feet. Standing
for long periocds of ime, wearing badly fitted shoes ar being
overseight can make spurs waorse. Sometimes spurs are
completely painless-at other imes they can be wary painful
Treatmentsfor spurs include dsing foot supparts, heel pads
and heel cups. Somatmes surgery is needed.

The American Diabetes Associabion suggests that people
with diagbetes-can develap many different foot problems.
Foot problems often happen when thers is nemnve damage,
alsa called neuropathy, This can cause fngling, pain
(burning or-siingingl or weakness in the foot. It can cause
loss of feeling in the foot, se a persan can injure it and not
know it has been injured. Nerve damage can also lead to
changes in the shape of feet and toes. Diabetes can cause
blogd wessels of the foot and leg to narrew and harden,
causing poor circulaon (blood flow), making the foot less
ableto fight infechion and heal. Because people with diabe-

vt o e e T
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AME Proud

EPECOPALASSIGNMENTS
20162020

ERISCOPAL BISHOP ORDER | RETIREMENT LOCATION
DISTRICT ELECTED DATE

1 _Eﬂwp ﬁ'ﬂ;m}' o.M Digram 118 2020 Bemmida , Delaviare L ey ﬁlglu‘rl,Hm Jeygey,
Mew York , "W stem New Yl | arud Plih delplis

-Ei.ilwp Jae g Lewert Diavis 2028 Baltnmore ,ﬁ.hsh.i'lgtmhﬁrg;imt,]imﬂl Carolma ad
. ~ . W stem Menth Carolin o o
BEisheop e Emky Yomg 202a Ohie, Pitsboogh, Marth Olio | Soath Olvie soul West
Vignuis

Bishop Jolm Fralclin Wihate 2024 hmil:lliu, Cluc ago , INmois, Mlicluga, Canada arel
Inclia

Bishep Clernet W Fagh 2024 Califenaia | Sendthen Calfenas  Desert Wlmntani,
Tulicharest | Blisconmy, anud Pac fic Hortloyest

Bishop Fegmall T Jackson 028 G agin, SoiinT est e orgia, AT1arie-F ity

Wlac ooy, Soth Georgis ated Sugasts

Bishop Samie] Losrewe Green, &1 2034 Pahrettn, Sl Carolna , Cohonbas | Piedoonit
blontlie ast Senatly Caro Ina, aned

Cerdral Seaxth Cazolim

Bichop Rulms Handson M Allwter 2024 Soith ksicsyp i Moith hlicsssppl, Cerdral Weath
Lenvisin, a1l Lenvisiaoe

Bisheop Hanwy Lee Seavmigit 2032 Alsbama Errer Fegioni, Soiflie ast Albarna, Meth-
pa st Alabaime, Sovifiverest Alabaona,

Hor o st Alabaine

Bichop Vaslti Mnpley W Fenme 2020 Te zas , Sentteare st Teas Morth Teims mud

Monfloae st Te xms

Bishop Adam J. Fichardsan, ¥ . 2034 FITYls , CelTal, GOV, West Loast, Kast,

_ _ _ _ Balurms _

Bishop Michael Leon Ifitche 11 2034 Cl:laheona State , Arkansas , Bast Sakansas e

i s . s West Aulansas P

Bishop Jeffrew Fathaue 1 Leatly 2033 Terne ssee, East Termessee  West Teanwe ssee,

N _ Ienme ey aned West Eentuckoy .

Bichop E . Eal MeClnud | B 2028 Libern , Cerihal Lieria, Siars Leme , o,
Higerdn , Cote D "Ivoie mul Togo-Bein

Bishop D avid Bwlpmica Daniels | 2032 Angala, Cape , Eastern Cape | Ealhari, Hamiia
mud Chaseristowm

Bishop E . Awe Hamayg Byfie 2024 Ciyaa /B bame, Vigm Ilads | Barepe a1, Do
1cany Bepiblic Haih, Janwics , sl Winpersrd Islands
Bishep "Wikred Jacobus Mescigh 028 Sontle ast Zaivdiia | Sentloere st Zaomibia  Mortheast
Zarrhia, Wertltoaest Zavibia, Zare o,

Conge Brazzawills  Katanga , Kamgga, Knshas |

B _ . _ Mlnyjiroayd, Fywanuda, Bunaudi and Teluapa
Bichep Staff eod T M. Wicker 2036 Botamaia, L soflw | Wootheast Lesotho,

_ _ _ Momnidiique _awl S milawl

Bishop Paal T M Exeimibie 2034 Cravgis, Matal IIWI Bickene hlsmorisl
Conference , East, Wesl

Bishop Feroue Elgah Brailsfood, &, 2032 Tlalavei Hortly, Ma ke Sonath, Bl Cendral,

Moo the ast Znvbalere | Sovtlowest Zmabalnge |
Ceniial Zinrdsalivye

Ecumenical | Bishep Fravk Madison Rex, 111 024

Officer
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The Agony of the Feet

Sabmitted by Posema v Welz, BN

[ P T 1Al
tes are more prone to foot problems a foot c@re specialist
ma be antheir healkh care team,

Faot massages are

rmat just about relan-

atian: a feot mas

s3ge stimulates mus

cgles, improves crcu-

latien, lessens stiff

ness and  tension,

and ¢an eliminate

pain. People who

"have a serious foot

injury or sericus pain, should see a doctor or podiatrist

prior te abtaining 2 foot massapge ta prevent aggravating
the injury.

Chinese Medical research says that most of the sensory
nerves af internal organs are in the feet. The reflexalogy
massage theory is that certain poims on the feet corre-
spond to certain organs and body parts and that apphving
pressure io the areas can promote health in the orre
sponding parts. Refledology foot massage is an incedible
healing force that can help-alleviate many symptoms includ-
ing tension headaches, insomnia, chronic fatigue, arthrins,
menstrual disorders, such as premensirual syndrome
(PMS), back pain, sport’s injuries, dipestive disorders and
probilems including constpaton, stress and stress-related
candions, and many more health problems known ta man,
Reflexplopy is also used for post-operative or palliabive @re,
A study by the American Caneer Socety Jlournal found that
one-third af the cancer paments used reflexolopy as a com-
plementarytherapy. Begin by gvingthe reflexolopist a cam-
plete and acourate heakh history. F a parson has foot uk
cers, injury, blood vessel disease such as clots, ether condk-
wons or is pregnant, refledolopy may not be apprapriste or
safe. Both reflexology and tradifonal foot massage have
been shown to prmote psychological and physical health.
Be sure to:cansult with your physicdan befare cansidering a
reflexology artradional foet massage.

Far more info go ta

(Natienal Institute of Health)

SBEHE Church School Convention
Held on the Lake

By Wilie Sand e, SBHE Choch 5 boo [ S0 printeadent

The: South Birmingham Huntsville: Bessemer Distric's
{SBHRB) 2016 Christian Educa®on and Church Schaol Con-
vention, hosted by Livingstan Chapel, was held at the Chvi-
tan Park at Lake Guntersville. The Presiding Elder is the Rew-
erend Oliwer Allen, Ir.

o .
CEC Dimctor Thomasire Bilson kads sessioit
-

The theme was “Walking on the Lake with Jesus® This
theme was explored in four channels:

Channel 1: ChurchSchool Lesson- A Dayof Joy farthe

Rermnant, Zephaniah 3:%14, 20

Channel 2: Oratory Contest — Why Prayeris Importamt to

Me—and Church Trvia Queskons
Channel 3:
Channel 4:

Fester Contest

Church Family Feud, leopardy, Bingo, Yolley
Ball, Tugaf war, and Sidewalk Games
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2016

The lesson reviews were written by Brother Kenneth
Parham.

August 7, 2016

Lesson Tikle: Safe in God's Lowve
Lesson Seripture: Romans B:28-39
Lessan Print 5ame

Key Verse: ITGoed isforus, who s against us? Ramans
31

Comments neted in the Lfe Applicoton Study Bible can-
cerning werses 29-30 indicate that before the beginning of
the world, God chose, of His own free will, to give the gift
of salvation, Scholars point to Ephesians 1:11 which siates:
® _that we are predeshned accarding to the purpose of him
wiha worketh all things afier the counsel of his own will 2"
for suppart of this.paint. The commerntary also made it a
point to indicate that God's plan for humanity was not an
afterthought. It'was settled before the foundaton of the
earth was laid. Humannkind was created to serve-and hon-
orGod.

The commentary addresses verses 32-3 by indicahngthat
somefimes people feel umworthy of Ged's salva@ion, but
they shauld not dismay. God gave His san, He is not going
to hold backthe gpift of salvaion. If Christ gawe Hislife for
people to be saved, then He s not goingieturn around and
condemn them, God will net withhold -anything that is
needed to lve far Him.

The commentary provides Paul's words of comfert in werses
35-39. Comments indicated that belisvers have always had
to endure hardships in many fams: persecution, illnesses,
imprisonment, and even death. Thess afflichions may cause
one io gquestion whether Jesus has abandened them. Paul
exclaimed that it is impossible to be separated fram Christ.
His death far beliewers is His proef af His unconguerable
lawe. Thaose who beligys these overwhelming assurances,
should not be afrald.

August 14, 2016

Lessen Title: Living Under Ged's Mercy
Lessan Seripture; Romans 9:6-29
Lessen Printt Romans 9:6-18

Key Varse: Sp then ha has meroy onwhomewver he choos

g5, and he hardensthe heart of whomevar he chooses. Ra-
mans 9:18

This summary with assistance from the Lwing Applooton
Stugy Bible rerrinds readers that God's ways are not their
wiEys. They assumes God, being perfect, would warkin per-
fect erder but sometimes He must deviate {in the eyes of
fumans in order to fulfill His uilmate goal Hera in werses
13, Paul reminded readers of the pramises made to Abrs-
ham — “ will make vau 3 namon of milllans.” There was a
delay in God fulfilling Hiz pramise ta Abraham. This delay
gave the appearance that the pramise would bz fullilled by
the servant, Hagar, who bare Abraham a son, lsmazl. How-
gyer, God was faithful in dealing with Abraham, and Sarah
conceimed lsaac late in life. 1t is noted again in lsaac's life
that God's promise was alsa not cansistent with the fimes.
ft was assumed that the firstboam would inherit the birth
nght. Inthis case; lsaac' s youngest son Jamob, received the
birthright owver his oldest brother, Esau, and God proceded
withthe promize thmugh Jacab.

Paul reminded readers in vemas 14-17 that the achons of
God may seem unjust, but who are they to guestiian? Faul
recounted the encounter af God with Pharaoh during the
fme af Moses and how God intemionally hardened Phar-
aol's heart in srderthat God could reveal His power.

In werse 18, Paul reminded readers that Ged can show mer-
of upon whamever He chooses 38 well a5 hardening of
hearts af anvane He chopse:.

August 21, 2016

Leszon Title: Ged Prunes and Grafts

Lessan Seripture: Romans1l:11-36
Lessar Print: Romans 11:11-24

Key Verse: Naote then the hindness and the sewvertty of
God; severity toward thoses who have fallen, bt God's kind-
ness toward you, provided you onfinuz in his kindness;
otherwise you also will be out eff. Ramans 11:22

i this lesson, Faul disoussed the impertance ef the Jawsin
the new church that was mainly comprised af Genwles
Faul indicated that whan a Jew |5 converned to ChAsmanity,
it iz like ane returning from the dead and that there should
be a celebraton. Faul warnad the Genmles notte have a
superior afmude towards the Jews because he indicated

L el et T P U
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Church School Lesson

o widearend Jivam e JH)
that the lewish religion was like the root of the olve tres,
and the lewish people were the ariginal branches. Once
the lewish people rejected Christianity, God simply prunsd
off the unproductive branches and has grefied the Gentle
branches imo the trunh of the olve tree allowing the Gen-
filesto naurish and flourish on the supplement provided by

the roots of the healthytirese

Faul reminded the Gentles that only through faih did Gad
allmis the Genfilas to share in salvalion, and they should be
in =we. Paul indicated that the Genwles should demonstrate
kindness ta all (they should czase in persecuting the Jews)
and God would coantindes te show kindness to the Gentlles:
Finallky, Paul reminded the Gemles that just as God had
pruned the Jewish branches from the tres; God @n prune
the Genfles and re-gprafi the Jewish branches back onto the
tree

Awgust 28, 2016

Lessan Title: Love Fulfills the Law
Lesson Seripture; Romans 12:1-2; 13:8-14
Lessan Print; Romans 12:1-2; 13:6-10

Wey Werse: The one who loves another has fulfilled the law
Fomans 13:8

I allthat is happening lately in the cumrent world e pold-
cal, social, economic and religious intelerances bringing
aboutvinlence to one another), belisvers should ba mindful
of the appeal that Paul delivered tothose of his fime. Chris
fEns must contnue to live for Christ lesus.  Christans
shiould contnuete study and stay In the 'Ward so that they
can dothings that are acceptableio God. As much asseas
tal narms are constantl changing, belisvers should stay
steadiast to God'sway and not easily influencad by what is
happening around them

it has been pointed out by same religious leaders that
sveEnts ocourring ¥ia polincal, social, economic and r=ligious
intalerances 2re God's judgment being visited on and In our
communiies and countries. But if this is God's will, Chris-
bans @n and must cenfinue fo show compassian to strick-
en brothers.and sisters by keaping the greatast command
ment — Love thou brother asthou seff, And intoday's time,
leve means deing what is right I suppont of our brothers
and sisters who are fadnghardships.

Church School Book Club

August 016 Discussion Date! August 30, 1016
10:00AM. — 1130 AM.

Farfy Agres Dwayne Alexander Smith, 2015

Ayoung black sftorney canfronts issues of race and power
25 he uncovers & shocking conspiracy in the most page-
turning and provacatve thrill er since The Firm.

Martn Grey, 8 smart, talented black |awyer warking out of
a storefrontin Queesns, bemmes frl"ei;ldl\r with a group of
same-afthe most powerful, weaalthy, and esteemed black
men in -America. He's dazzled by what they have accom-
plished, -and they seem to'think he hasthe potenwalto be
a5 successful as they are They imvite him for 3 weelksnd
ey fram it all—no wives, no.cell phones;, no talk of busi-
ness, But far from home &nd ot off Trom everyone he
laves; he discovers a disturbing secret that challenpes some
of hisdeepest convicions.

Martin finds autthat his gliftering new friends are part af 3
secret society dedicated to the praservaiion of the insetu-
fion of slavery—but this Afme amund, the black msn ars
called "Master,” lainingthem seems to:guarantes & future
without limits; rebukingthem almost certainly guaramees
his death. Trapped inside a picture-perfect, make-heliegve
world that - is home te s frightening reality, Martn must
find & way out that will allow him 1o stay alive without be-
coming the veny thing he hates

A novel of rage and compassian, good and evil, trust and
betrayal, Forty Acres iz the thought-provoking story af one
manms desperate atfempt 1o escape the dutches of a-tern-
fying new moral arder - Amazon

AND DO NOT BE

CONFORMED
TO THIS WO

BUT BE '
TRANSFORMED

BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND,

THAT YOU MAY PROVE WHAT IS
THAT GOOD AND ACCEPTABLE
AND PERFECT WILL OF GOD.

ROMANS 12-2

CRd ] =
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Change isn’t change, until you ...CHANGE

By lanette Smith
Certified Stateg & Interve otion & Mindset Coach

Ramans 12:2
‘Do not be conformed to this
warld, but ba transfarmead by
the renewing of your mings, 5o
thot you moy discern whot 15 OF THIS
the will ofGod —what isgood
ond occeptoblie ond peﬂ%-:r.-

a0

INTO ' H!E

BY ru,n,rndﬂu
Welweintroubling oimes. T he
headlines and news reports in
this season @n leave us feek
ing wounded and in such des-
pair. Attacks in other countries
add ta the chaos and unrest.
Marmy ask, “When willthere be
peace, unity, respect and dig
nity for all?* In an effort to
fight mdsm and brutality,
same act- out and speak in
counterproducive. ways. In
thizs writer's opinion, this tarnishes the work and |2gacy of
civil ightswarmriors who gave their lives under the banner of
non-wiolent protesang.

Who are we as believers in the world now? Been when it
comes to entertainment, we watch shows touted as being
‘reality television.' In truth the shows are almeast ahwvays
highly produced asit makes ‘stars’ of its cast members. In
life and art, where are the reflechions of the light and lowve
of Jesus Christ? A person might argue that negadive beha-
ior is not that of believers. Isthat necessarnly true? Can it
honesthy be said that believers do not communicate rudealy,
gossip, fuel strife, ad disingenuously, lie or =ven fight
amongst each ather?

2 Carinthians 5:1F says, “Thergfore, if onpane i in Christ, he
&0 new creation; the old hos gone, the new hos come?!"The
responsibility 5 on usto confinueto growinthat ‘new.’ As
believers we must ‘do the wark.” 'When the ‘newness’ of life
is introduced and we learn a new way of being we haveioe
letthe old GO, “This is just how | ami;take me or leave me
is no acceptable excuse,

Remans 12:2 in the Message Bible translation makes it
plain: “Take pouwr sverpdoy, ordinory bfe —pour sleeping,
Sgfting, going-to-work, ong woliing-pround ife—ond ploce

(3 : OPY _ :

Hir Achawin’y £ |-"v.|:'l'FfI-!:.

 WOR LD " o
E\ht f.'ff {' r*f{ [_'I'qutl” 111.:""

w PERSUN |
THE WAT ToW THINK

T If H .f 1 Ij]l:;'f “.f"?l] L
]ﬂ i-’l"iﬂ'u

[rk I.ufluﬁFmﬂ[ )U )

i before God as on offering
Embracing what God doss for
pou & the best thing you can
do far him Oaon't bacome 50
wel-pdiusted o your cuiture
that pou [Tt info it without 2ven
thinking. [nstead, fix  your
attantion on Gog. Readily rec-
ognize what he wonts from
viou, and guickly respand ta it
Uinliks the cufturs oround you,
alwaoys droagging you down ta
s level of immaturity. ™ The
line that says “recognize what
He wantsfrom you, and guich-
by respond ta t_ Is mast en-
couraging, because it implies
that at any moment, with the
leading of the Holy Spirit, we
an CHANGE:

If we want'to see real changz in our country we are goingto
haveto:

1.) REFLECT AMD BE HONEST. Ask, “What iz the thinking in
me that | needto really challenge.” Oftenthe change we
wiant te see can bagin within.

2) ASK YOURSELF canvou love God and all His creations?
That iswhat He asks of us: - love Him and our neighbors as
oursehes.

3. SEEK UNDERSTANDING. Too many people are more ded-
icated to "heing right' than being recanciled.

4§ PUT LOVE and RESPECT IN ACTION! You have to bewill-
ingto teach this to your kids and be the medeal far this in
your everyday |ife.

5) DO WHAT IS RIGHT BECAUSE IT IS RIGHT . That is what it
looks like ta  hot be conformed to this wesdd, bur trons-
formed by the renewing of your ming "

| pray that we will become more grounded inYour YWord 5o
that we reflect the light and leve of lesus Christ, and not
operate as 8 miror for the dysfuncion af the world, Let
our character plonfy You, God, and be an inspiraton to all
these we comein contad with. In Jesus name, AMEN
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August 2016
Tue Wed Thu
2 3 4

S530s.m.
P Py per Cal ) [ance hAnEtry

Mo Hibe Sy
Shllrer's Chalr Rereasal

i pom 510 pm 11100 & m.
Giriem| Ehwfr Ve il GospeliChor Rehemmn |

g 11 ' 13

830s8.m.
Hoon Prayes Cad mamce hAnstry
1030
ARENSIT hEEtng
EXQ0rp.m, .00 pm.
MWess Choir Rehesral Sewnmies ;i“’ i Iz z:rpﬂ:.lr:l Enl Eﬂﬁ'_'f"ﬂ:np:;
Trgtee Boam Meehng SRR U Faamm

94 88 m.
ChurchSchos |

I
L TIT] AN

14 115} 18 20

B4 5a.m 1i30m.m- 100 pm 2308.m.
ChurchSchoo i SOUE erce Kingtry
i mm EITCHEN

00 p.m, Hio o Prwvyer Call 12 00 .p.m ChdER's Cholr Rereasal
oy Cigen Etion hig. & E00pm SENRTLM: 1100 am.
0 L, 00pm WIF Choir Refeaza| he ke Chore

WPChoir penenmal oot e CAmERtes VA P hermal

27 23 24 25 26 27

S308.m.

: O nce-hing try
11308.m- 100 pm 500 p.m.

Souw L CHMER S Eholr Aebe anal
KIFOEN hhsr Chairfe e Eal iy

o Pty HAFVEET HOME

30

54 m Hopn Prayer Call

Chinch5chom |
10 3 GIOpm

Mass Chok Rebearsal

PRAYER for the MONTH God, inthe midst of police brumity againt defersesless miro rites ard inthe mids ofseeekss viok e 2ainst
polce officers, we plead the hiood of Jesus, LetYour pokeroo me agaimteven evil inthe midstof bondape of allforms; we pay fordeli-
gmnce throwgh the anointirg of the Holy Spint. We rebuke all forme of demonk s tvity: miEm, sexEm, mmophaba, EleoseEm,
classsm, militasm, tear mongenng, and laté dispermsing. We pray fortne freedom indesus Weask for vour Spin to gie us iBermy. We
invite Yourtnththat makes s free . We yiel 10 Your wisdom that will order oursteps ¢ lange our bearts and minds that we may bve You
ard ore ansther inauttente and bl was. e tet tensfo e n B comapions . i BswE ' name w& pray, Smen

Soripture for the Month — So if the So n rma kes yo u free; you will bz free ind=ed " Jo hnE:36 (NPSV)
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mpemE St John AME Church Mo n-prefit
A 229 Church Street U.5. Postage
B2 Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
(256) 534-3265 Huritsville, AL
(256) 534-6828 Fax

Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested
E-mail; = johnameh@acl com
.= Website! "gjohname-hsv.org
!E';L'EI. The Right Reverend Harry L. Zeawright, Bishop
[=] =£: The Reverend Sherita Seawight, E piscopal Supervisor

The Rewerend Oliver Allen, Jr., Presiding Elder
The Rewverend Dodor Patrick Clayhom, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Jufy 25-28 Ninth District CEC, Troy, Alobama
Jufy 29 Fridoy Nrte Live, 7 p.m, , doors open ot &30 pm,

Judy 31 ITHRIVE Sunday, 10:00 am.

August 13 Church Picnic, 44 MY Farm, 4p.m.to 8 pam.

August 14 FPasgor's Appreciation, 10:.000a.m,
The Reverend Mashod Ewans, Postor of St fohn AME Church Birmingham will be the preacher

August 16 Meet the Condidates Forum, & pm
District 1 Gy Coungl

Auvguse 21 Weomen's Bay, 10080 @ m.

That i you confess wath your mouth, “lesus s lord ™ and belizve in your heart
thot God roised him from the deod, pou will be soved. Romans 1003

IN DRI
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A.M.E .Newsterer &

| 56 John Afrcan Methodist Episcapal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama
Volume21 |ssue g August 2016

A Message from the Pastor

Sweet Sorrows
Jude 1:24-25

“Parting is such sweet somow..” are the words that Juliet utiers te Bomeo in Shakespears’s
| classic Romes and Julisr. She is saying goodnight to her fair love and describes their separawon
- thouph temporary - as & “sweest sarrow.” It's sorrowful because neither one wanted ta |eave
Barisr Faiiik & Clndom, Foo theotherandto be apart from each otherwas agonizing as they prepared to get married. | dare
sy that most people understand “sorrew.” What givesthe ulimate charaderto this phrase is
the word “sweet.” How can sorrew ba sweet? Two reasons mme to mind. First, even though they are separatingto gota
sleep, Julist is saying that her feslings of lowe for Romea will grow during their separation - “swseet sarrow.” Second,
“sweet" may make a reference to their future. Nowce what Juliet says in full: "Good night, good night! Parong is such sweet
sarrow, / That | shall say goad night 811 it be mormw.” Juliet, heartbroken that they must leave gach other, is anticpating
their cmming back together- "sweet sorrow.”

St lohn, “parting is such sweet sarrow.” There is sormw because Rev. Sheri; P2, loya,
and | will miss you all grestly. We will miss.our imes of warship, fellowship, and ser- =
wice: et this sarrma is sweet. These past fouryearsand nine manths have beenamaz- i
ing. We have seen God’s miracles fall like rain out of the shy. We've witnessed the spirit
of suicidetaken off-of people right at the altar. We've watched healing take place [e.g, |
Hodges Washington's sister visited church thispast Sunday). From Friday MNite Live, Free =
to Waorship with Anthony Brown B group |
& therAPy, and FLOW sworship services, we & :
. encountered the presence of God in) el et
unique ‘and radical ways. Jur forums on
police: community. relaWions or meesting,
political candidates empowersd our peo-
plewith infarmation and wisdom. Feeding
from the Soup Kitchen, giving Haliday meal
boxes, adapting scheals, helping seniors
with hame repairs, building Habitat for
Humanity houses, visiing members in the _
hospital 2s an entire church, and witnessing door to door allowed usto see God mour L
cammunity, Though we may be leaving, the memaories of what we've shared will inter- '
sify ourfeelings ef love- making our sorrow serest !

Yes, the sarrow is swest because our future will be blessed. While we will be taking
differant paths, | restin the knawledge that God Is takingus all to a higher level of wor-
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A Message from the Pastor

AT M g

ship and service. YWe lefl a vision plan for 5t. John. It con-
tains possibilines for future growth based on the ministry's
trajectory owver the past few years. Rew, Sheriand | just be
liews that 5t. lohn isabout to take off and soar into God's
plan for this ministry, YWe will not bea surprised if there:is
hardly any space for people to gather for worshipand work
inthreeto fouryears. When the fbbon cuting for the new
worship fadlity takes place, we would love to be in attend-
ance. That iswhat makes the sarow sweet. When we ses
each other again, we will all be in 8 place of blessedness
and joy!

Wethank you all for your love, your support, your prayers,
yourfaithfulness, your sacrifices, your pafience, your under-
standing, your willingness to try new things, and your walk
of faith. Withouwt you, nane of what we achisved couldve
been possible. Thank you! Thank you'! Thank you! Pleass
knme that you will confinue te be in our prayers and
thoughts. We will take the lgssons we've learned an this
stage of our journey and apply them where we are going.
We will hold a special place in our hearts faryou all and will
praythat God's best blessings come yourway. We praythat
youwill do even mere underyour next pastar. We paythat
there will be even moaore miracles, lealings, community out-
reach, and free lowing worship. We thank God in advance
for what God is about to do in the |fe of this church: Eyes
have not seen; ears have not heard what God has in store
faryou!

It appears that this is the ime for the benedicion - the
good word that typically cencludes aur worship experienc
es. Benedichons seem to:encapsulate the idea of “sweet
sarroe,” We hate to leave the presence of God and the rich
fellowship of the saints - SORRO W, However, the work of
ministry outside the walls intensifies our love for God and
gach other - SWEET! And, we know that we will see sach
other again at the next worship service - SWEET!? One of
these days, Jesus is coming back, and we will be reunited
with Him! 5 WEET:E 0

“Mow unta him that is able to keepyou from falling, and to
present you faultiess before the presence of his glory with
exceedingjoy, To the anly wise God our Savior, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both new and ewver.
Amen’ Jude 1-24-25)

From the 5t. John Family
Thank Yo Teany Claylorn

From the first Sunday in December 2011 umil the last Sunday
in August 2016, the members of 5t. lohn give God praise for
the Reverend Docdor Patrick O, Claybern and the Reverend
SheriSmith Claybarn.

For every sermaen, sermon series, team serman -.Thank Yau!

Far every prayer in church, in hames, in hospials, an the
phaneg inthe comimunity, on the prayer ling ... Thankyou!

Far every bible study lessan/series/warkshop __Thank you!
For every Sunday moming worship service _ Thank you!
For every word of enouragement _ Thank you!

For every celebraion of the joys ef bimhs . Thank you!
For the every celebramon of Iife _ Thankyout

For the administraiion af the business ofthe church
—-Thank you!

For wision forworship and praise — Thank youl
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Remembering Mrs. Mable Jones McCall
By Iz a Gogpgans

| Reverend and Mrs. M cCall were first
| introduced to 5t. John at ur annual
church plenic back in the early F0's.
Bveryone knew there would be a
| new minister at St. Johmn, and were
| gxcited about meedng the new pas
tor and his wife, who was pregnant
| with their first child,
| Rewverend and Mrs. McCall served
| 40 years at5t. John and were atnis
' pastoral team, ateam cammited In
sarving others and winning souls for Christ. They were
there during happy and sad #mes, providing prayers, com-
fort and encouragement They were committed in serving
their church ‘and the Hurtsville community. They were
equally laved. Thiswas evident fram their last pastar's an-
niversary, There were people there from all over the siate
of Alabama.

While st 5t. John, Mrs. M cCall served an many boards. This
included the Stewardess Board, Wsher Board, Woemen's
Missionary Society, YWacation Bible School Coordinator;
Mews letter S5tafl, Foodservice and Soup Kitchen Ministries.
Mrs. McCall was alsa 8 member of the GHIMF Minister's
Spouse Associgiion and an adawe member of Huntswillz
Alumnae Chapter of Dela Sigma Theta Sorority Incarpoe
rated. These are just a few organizaiians to which Mrs,
MeCall gave af hertime and service,

t__-

It was once asked of Mrs. McCall “"How do you find the fime
and energy to do all that you da?” She was a minister's
wilfe with all that goes along with that, &t one Ame raising a
family and teaching full #me at Lakewood Elsmentary
Schaol, Her answer was simple. She said, "Homer and | are
here to serve: and as long as God provides us with health
and strength we will continue to serve,”

Har answer reminds ane of the verse from Proverbs 31:20.
It states; “She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out
herhandstothe needy.”

Mrs. McCall was also all about family. She was a loving
mother to Homer |, Sonya, and Gale and grandmiother ta
M adison, Jacab, Aria, Lauryn, and Zuri. She was a devoted
wife to Reverend MeC3ll her husband of 45 years. While
their children were home, if you saw one yousaw five. They
seemed to be ahways topether and happy, While as Fasior
and First Lady of 5t. John, Reverend and Mrs. McCall re-
cefved honors at the AME Conneciional Level as the Ninth
Episcapal Distrigd Family of the vear and Pastor and First
Lady of the year,

Mrs. McCall was 2 true waman of God. She spught fo be
compassianats and loving as a sister, wife, mother and
friend, tender-hearted and humble-minded. She looked far
the best inothers and gave the best she had, Her life was
aninspiralionand herf memary will e a benedichian.

5
=Wk
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iTHRIV E Worship Service Focused on “Lliving Free!”

By Bridget J. Floyd
Photography by Mo nia Dillibunt ard Bridget F oy

The worship serdice,
which has & youth em-
phasis, was held on July
31" at 10 am. The
theme  wras “Living
Free® and faur minis-
ters coordinagted to

brAing the message,
“Liwing Free"  hassd
from Johm  8:31-36

Two puest ministers,
the Rewerend Jennifer
Watley Maxell Co
Founder of The Break-
through Fellowship, Atlanta; Georgia, and Pastor Willie
Diges, Youth Pastor of Beacan Hill Worship Center, Madi
san, Alabama, began the team-preaching endeavar. Pastor
Patrck Claybern and Executive Minister SheriSmith Cay-
born reprised their team — preaching ta bring the final
points of the serman. The service was enhanced by 51,
Jahn's Yaices in Praise Choir, Children’s Chaoir, Praise En-
semble and the Dance Ministry,

Frior to imroducing the puest ministers, Fastor Clayborn
acknmyledged the twentieth anniversary af the 5t. Jlohn
AMEMewsletier, He noted that this ministry has extendead
beyond5t. lohn-and the AME Connection and has been well
-receiwed, Pastor Clayborn recognized ocurrent and past
staff members and contributars to the AMEN and present-
ed the editar, Ms. Nedra McDaniel, with a beautiful Aoral

arrangement. As she
mme forward the con-
Eregation spontane
ously stood and ap-
plauded the |eaderand
accamplishments of
this ministry.

Pastor Diggs began the
serman by introducing
the congregants to Je-
sus, giving a litary of
descriptors — “the cor-
nerstane, deliversr,
healer of the sick.. brought forth Lazarus_.God’s personal
sacrifice’. He emphaszed the texd dctawon that f one s
made free by the Son, one is free indeed. He urged the
COnEregants to “paicipate in your own rescue_raise your
hands in worship®. The first point was “Know the S5an”

The Reverend Watley Maxell focused anthe second point
“Achizwee True Freadom” She noted that athough believers
kmow lesus is “the Son”, there Is a tendencoy to treat Jesus
asa "divine Santa.” That is, they submit a wish list, as it
wiere: |n addition, there is atendency to became angry and
“blame God”, when things do not tum out as desired, She
highlighted the difterence. between “giving up” the sin ver-
sus “giwing ower” sinfulness to God. True freedom can anly
be reached Ffwhen the: later occurs; otherwise the free-

AL Ll v fvp g LI
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Back to School: Start the Way You Plan to Finish!
By Bridpet 1 Floyd

This is the-fime of the year whan
young peaple and parents plan far
return to a@demic pursuits and
suppart of same. It's back to school
wme! This isaften met with mued
emaotons.  Following are sugges
wons for starding the school year
and strategies to be maintained
throughout the year,

First, make the psychological ad-
justment. Prepare mentally far a
change fromthe summer schedule. |
Emphasizefembrace ‘the positive

new infarmation toit. This can ba
thought af as “buiding blocks”,
This method also decresses stress
at test ime because the student
has been "building” knowledge
and all that is reguired at test
fime is a3 review, rather than ha-
ngto learnthe matenal the night
before test (“cramming®.
Alza, the way a person studies for
| tests can make a significant differ-

encein how weall they do an tests,
The best way to study is far

asped of learning aswell as seeing'
friends/makingnew friendsat schoal, Ifhelpful, remindthe
child and/or oneseff that there are weekends (respite).
Restaraflive sleep is important. Quality, not just quantity, is
impoartant. It isidealte start adushng bedh'ms a week be
fore school begins. Eight hours of sleep are recommended
far children. Adolescents need nine to ten hours of sleep.
BEedtime should be set based an the ®me needed in the
maming toe get ready and te schaol an ame The bedime
roune shaould include “guiet fme" at least an hour before
bedtime. Lights and volume should be lowered {(televisian,
music, veices). [fvideo pames are allowed an school nights,
they should end at least ane hour before bedime {two
hours are recommended), There should be no excling tele
wision programs, movies, video games ot sxercise just prior
to bedtime.

A smooth start in the moerning @n be facilitated by se
lectng clothes to be waorn, packing lunches and book bags
at night. Amfhing that @n be dane the night before,
means that there is one less thingto do inthe marning and
less stress. A healthy breakfast which indudes protein is
recommended,

Study habits are key. Do assignments in a 'mely manner,
avoid procrastinalion. |tis helpfulte record assignments in
a planner, even if assignments can be accessed online and
are done by computer, Parents should paricipate in the
homewark process. Depending on the youngster's need,
this may range from a frendly reminder to do homework,
to siting at the dezk or table with the child and taking an
active role in helping the child de the homewark bwithout
doingthe wark far the child),

Students should be awars that “achve leaming” isthe best
method. This is reviewing what was learned and adding

= i
“recall” rather than "recagnitton”.

The capacity to recall infoarma@on allows the person to gen-
ergte answers; that s, to explain, define, write an essay.
Studying for recognition allaws the persanto s=fectthe cor-
rect answier. Examples af test quesiions include mulaple
choice, truefalse, matching, stc. The student must rely on
the answer being given, in ordarto select the right anower.
Howewver,  the student studies for “recll”, it does not
mater the type aftest item or queskon, Ifthe student can
generate the answer, 5/he can certainly recagnize or pick
the correct answer. Onthe other hand, if the person ex-
pedsa muliple cheice test but has to fill in blanks ar write
gssays, this would be problematic  Also, some muliple
choice tasts require “recall” by the student because there is
more than ane choice that could be corred, the student
must choose the best answer.

Education and knowdsdge are the keyste success. Once
abtained, no one can take knowledge from a person.
Knowledge is pomwer.
school year!

Hawe & successful and enjayable

WHATEVER YOU DO
WORK AT 1T WITH
ALL YOUR HEART, AS
WORKING FOR THE
LORTDL NOT FOR MEN

L
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Minth Episcopal District Of the AME Church

Schedule of Annual Conferences

Bishop Harry L Seawright, Presiding Prefate
The Reverend Sherita M. Seawright, Episcopal Supervisor

7THSES510M OF THE NMORTHWEST ALABANMA ANMUAL COMFEREMNCE
Tuzsday, Septemberra, 2015 — WS Annual Canvention
Wadnesdoy — Soturdoy, September 7—10, 20156 — Business, Training & Waorship
5t. Mark AME Churdh, Dora— Rev. S heila Wililams — Host Church B Pastor
St:Mark AME Church, Mason City— Rev. GlariaPatrick —Hest Church & Pastaor
Allen Chapel AME Church, Weodlawn —Rev, Yentta Farness —Hast Church & Pastor
Reverend O liver Allen, Hast Presiding Elder
Reverend Dwight E. Dillard, Host Presiding Elder
Held @t DANIEL PAYME COMMUNITY PLAZA

TTH SE55I0M OF THE 50 UTHEAST ALABANA AMNNUAL COMFEREMNCE
Tuesdoy, Septemper 13, 2016 — WS Annual Conrention
Wednesday — Soturday, September 1417, 2016 — Business, Training & Worship
dohn's Chapel AME Church, Enterprise
BOS Geneva Highway, Enterprise, AL 36330 * 3343932661
Reverend Trevor Wooalridge, Host Pastor
Reverend Johnny Rutledgs, Host Presiding Elder

TTH SE550N OF THE ALABANM A RIVER REGION ANNUAL COMFERENCE
Tussdgy, Ooroberd, 2016 —WAMS Annuol Comeention
Wednesdoy — Soturdoy, Doweber 58, 2016 — Business, Traning & Warshio
S5t. Paul AME Church, Mantpomery
T06 East Farton Avenue, Montgomery, AL 36111
Reverend Dr. Farell Duncomibe, Host Pastor
Reverend Albert L. Hyche, Hast Presiding Elder

TTH SESSIOM OF THE NORTHEAST ALABANMA AMNNUAL COMNFEREMNCE
Tuesday, October 11, 2015 — WS Annual Canientian
Wednesdoy — Soturdoy, October 12215, 2006 — Businzss, Tmining & Warship
Washingtan Chapel AME Church, Tuskegee
2508 0ld Montgamery Road, Tuskegee, AL 36088
Rewverend Andrew Haoliz, Ir, Host Pastor
Reverend Dr. Letitia Watfard, Host Presiding Elder

7TH SESSIOM OF THE S50UTHWEST ALABANA AMMUAL COMNFEREMCE
Tuesdoy, October 18, 2036 — WS Annual Convention
Wednesdoy — Saturdoy, Ocoaber 19— 22, 2016 — Business, Troining & Worship
St Paul AME Church, Mohile
1351 Rew. AT, Days Street, Maokile, AL 36605
Reverend Rabert J Rumley, Host Pastar
Reverend Johnnie M. Bryant, Host Presiding Elder

PRE-PLEMNARY M EET ING—W¥ednesday, N ovember 9, 2018
PLEMARY M EETING— Nowvember 10— 12, 2016
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Minth Episcopal District Of the AME Church

Schedule of Annual Conferences
Bishop Harry L Seawright, Presiding Prefate
The Reverend Sherita M. Seawright, Episcopal Supervisor

TTH SESSIOM OF THE
MORTHWEST ALABAMA AMMNUAL COMNFEREMNCE
September 6-10, 2015

Tuesday, Seprember &, 2016 — WMS Annual Convention

Wednesday — Saturday, September 7-10, 2016
Busziness, Training & Warship

[Opening Annual Semvice
Wednesday, September 7, 2016 at 65:30pm)

5t Mark AME Chureh, Dara
—The Reverend Sheila Williams — Hest Church & Pastor
St Miark AME Church, Mason City
— The Reverend Gloria Patick —Hoest Church & Pastor
Allen Chapel AME Church, Woodlawn
— The Réeverend Venita Famess — Host Church & Fastor

The Reverand Qliver Allen, Host Presiding Elder
The Rewerend Dhwight E Dillard, Host Presiding Eldar

Held at DANIEL PAYNE COMMUNMITY PLAZA
1500 Droniel Foyne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35244

TUESDAY, September &, 2016
PRE-COMFEREMCE ACTNWITIES & WMS Convention
4:30 pm O FFICIAL OPENING Q@ FTHE
AMMNUAL COMFERENCE
WOMEN'S MES IO NARY SOCIETY COMFERENCE (Bam —Spmj
7:00 prm WME NIGHT IN WHITE CANDLEUGHT SERVICE

WEDMESDAY, September 7, 2016
G:30 am Morning Glory Bible Study
9:00 am Conference Insitute
945 am BUS|MESS SESSI0M
12:30 pm HOUR OF POWER YWORSHIF SERVICE
1:30 prn LUMECH / RECESS
3:00 pm BUSINESS SESSION
545 pm DINMWER § RECESS
7:00 pm OPEMING WORSHIP SERVICE

THURSDAY, September 8 2016

230 am Moming Glory Bible Study

940 am Conference Inshtute

945 am BLSINESS SESSI0N

12:30 prn HOUR OFPOWER = Women in Ministry
130 pm LUNCH / RECESS

300 pm TOWHNHALL MEETING

530 pm DINMER f RECESS

7:00 prm ORBINATION WORSHIP SERVICE

FRIDAY, September 3, 2016

830am MerningGlory Bible Study

9400 am Confarance Insatuts

8945 am BUSIN B55 SESSI0N

12:30 pm HOUR O FPOWER * Sons of Allen

130 pm LUNCH / RECESS

245 pm Retirement Senvice

400 pm Memarial Service

445 pm Church Schosl

600 pm DINMER / RECESS

7:00 pm LAY ORGAMNIZATION WORSHIP SERVICE

SATURDAY, September 10, 2016

800 am ¥PD Session

930 am ¥YPD PROGRAM

11:15 am Praise Service

11:30 am CLOSING & COMRISSIOMING SERVICE

Ched with the 51, John Church office for information re=
gardingtransportaton on oneafthe church's wehides.
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Prayer Priority

By Fauletie Bargon

Prayer should be the maest important achvity in our lves be
cause we are talking to sur Lord. A number of us seem to
make it our least important priority, ¥We wake up in the marn-
ington sleepy to even think about praying because we stayed
up teo lste the night before. We say to surselves, “I'll pray
wihen | get my first cup of coftes” or “when | go for my moming
run’ We hawve very good intentons, but for some reason our
minds revert'to ather things like getbingthe children ready far
schoaol, cooking breakfast ar planning for the day. Befare we
know itthe day (s over and we start the same reuting over. We
may think that when things are going good we do not need to
pray. Yes wewill evertually pray that day, but is it rushed? Do
wetake the iime to readthe bible alsa?

The bestme to pray is when you think that you are too busy
to pray, because at that aime you are makingthe devil angry,
He isthe ane who putthe thought in your mind that you do
not have imeto spend with yvour Lor and Savior lesus Christ,
He wants you to farget that we shauld ask God far puidance,
strength and wisdom for that day. We should ask for protec-
fion for our children as they head for school: Satan wantsusto
forget abaut asking God for patence whenwe are dealing with
that irftadng co-worker. He does not want us to have that true
rela@onship with God. Satan does not want us @ know hos
much God proved His lowe for us by sacnficing His Sen for our
salvation and He comfinuesto be interested in every asped of
ourlves. Wewill net knaw that if we do nat read Hiswaord.

Prayer strengthens us in omes of temptation because we be
ligve His promise when we sesk His help {1 Corinthians 10:13),
Another reason Satan doss net want us to pray 15510, 1f we are
unwilling to acknowlzdge our sins and ask far the Lord's for
giveness, we will have na desire totalkto esur God. 1 John 1:9
says, “But if we confess aur sins to Him, He is faithful and just
ta forgive usand to ceanse ustrem every wmng”

Let us make prayer our first prioricy and not ourlast resor,

"4 Sincers prayer brings wongdaful results " (fames 5: 18]

67 Living a
Fruitful Life

PR o .
B, Soup Hihen
" - ﬂ :
- !‘:- . =
[ ..:::'""'" .
' S .
By Charkie Bmn b
Autumn isthe meflower season and what we jose in flowers
we mars than gain in fruits —~Samuel Butler

In September and O ctaber, we begin to gather in the fruits

of the summer's grawing season, Beautful, bounwful au-
tumn, with its orizp apples, plump pumpkins, bales of sweet
‘hay, naturslly mspires thoughts about the fruithilness of our
‘own lives.

Ope of the key slemmants of 8 produchve life is service to

'Il'l!r peaple, 'I'I"lf: duu nat faka mmhfngzw:\r from the
ursun who rEnrl:!, an the wantrary, [t Inf[pra'c-'_': them.
‘Sarvice can he J_ﬂudﬂ-—hn nrtjurl: ofi Ering conversaNon  SEr-
vice can be iFﬁTI::.laL IISI'Iln[ Brayers for 'FHF-JE"J needs or
just servingas 3 Erutzn TheSoup [Kitchen Ministry is at 5t
Juht onthe 3% and 4" Tussdays serving Huntsville's needy,
Everyone isinvited to join/suppart this ministry.

‘Knowing that yau can help make samesne's life berier
makes you feel alive—truly frumful. We nzed you!
*"Brrnrlhz bast of the firsfruitsof yaur seedtothe house

of the Lur&, yourGed."
Exadus 23:15 (NIV)

Weekly Prayer Time

Tuesdaysat Moon
Conference Call Credentials:

US Toll Mumber (530) BE1-1213
Meeting |D: 876-863-940

Listemn to the playback amy time

Playback Number 5301 881-1215
M eeting Id B76-863-940

prayingata e inthe Spiril wiball pregerand sop pication
W thatand EepalEn withall pesevemme, naking & upplcetion
forall the saints ” - Epleshm &1
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Understanding Antioxidants and Free Radicals
Snbmitted by Anpefa Daniek BN

An amtoxidant is a8 malecule that inhilits

the oxidaton of other molecules. They

are substances or nutrients in foods and

bodigs that can prevent or slow oxidagve

damage to the cells in the body, When

the body cells use oxygen, they naturally

prmaduce "“free radicals.” Free radicals are

the byproducts of this cellular process

which can and often causes damage to cellsthroughout the
body, Free radicals are atoms with an odd/unpaired num-
ber of electrons, Remember the diagram of the atom in
chemistry class? The danger of free radicals isthat they are
highly reacive and that their reachons can ause damage
to cell ODMNA and cell membrane. To prevent this damage
from happening antiodidants play a role by blocking the
eflects of free radicals. Artrexidants act as “free: radical
scavengers and this prevents and repairs damage dene by
the free radicals.

ELECTROS

Oxidation isthe process of a substance combining with oxy-
gen and the lass af the electran. It is alsa defined as to
make or become rusty. It isanatural processand it happens
to everyone. Hecause it is natural, a diet rich in antoxi
dants is necessary to keep the levels in your body low te
maintain good heakh, The oxidaWion reachon oceurs in the
mitachandria. There are hundreds in each cell. They are the
body's nuclear powear plants. They give off a lot of damage.
Bodies get energy from the mitochondria. The problem e
curs inthe process when the mitochondria tum food into
energy, free radicals are produced that damage themselves
andthe restof thecell.

Ower ime, asthe mitochondria age, more free mdicals are
praduced. The mare free radical build-up that sccurs, the
mare cellular damage happzns, The stress resuling fram
this damage, as well as the damage itself, has been shown
to cause many age-related physical problems. In other
wiords, this process ages the body and its systems. For ex-
ample, this process causesthe rusting of arteries, damaging
the ardiovascular system. Mitochondrial damage isseenin
the development of brain diserders such as Alzheimer's and
in digbetes where it imflames the pancreas’ ability to pra-
duce insulin. Infact, mitochondrial damage may serve as a
contributing factar in cadsing cerain kinds of @ncer. The
damaged DMNA @n evele inte cancer cells and eventually
tumars. This mitechondrial damage can adversely affed the
immung system, skin, eyes, memary, meod, and many oth-
Er SystEms.

[a . L0 F e T

Cerntain behaviors can Increase the
number of free radicals within the
body. Smoking, drinking and sun bath-
ing @an 2use unsafe Increases In free
radic@al production. Other factors that
can increase free radical produchon
include air palluton, infecaon, and ex-
posure to taxic substances.

The human body naturally produces free radicals and the
anmoxidants counteract their damaging eff ects. Howewver, in
maost cases, free radicals far autnumberthe naturally occur-
ring antoxidants. To maintain balance, a continual supply
of external sources of anfioxidantis 15 necessary to obiain
maiimum benefit. Extemal sources include food eaten and
supplenients taken. It is wvery impertant te maintain that
balance of supplyingthe body with the anfoxidants to pro-
tectthe body fram all free radicals that are canstantiy being
produced and building up in the body. Anforidants benefit
the body by remawving free radicals fram the bloodstream.
They prevent cellular damage and destroy cellsthat are al-
ready damaged.

So haw can that ocontnual supply of antmidants be
agchieved? The body's natural defenses against oxidadon
free radicals and-oxidatve stress becomes |less effechive as
one ages. These are imparntant concerns. The body creates
anboxidants naturally. Addinonally -andoxidants are sup-
plied in the dist. Eafing enough antioxidants requires a diet
high in fruits and wegetables. Supplement the diet with ami-
oxidants in the fomm of witamins and medicinal herbs.
There are many differant types and classes of antioxidants
and each type offers different benefits to do spedfic things.
For s=ample, beta caretene is helpful far =ye health, koo-
pene maintains prostrate health, and favonoids are helpful
for heart healh, Turmeric and ginger are two powerful
plant-hased anWaxidants that ‘are powerful an-
inflammatories.

Ambpxidants protect the body fram diseases and boosang
theintake of them just makes goadsense. Armoxidants are
present in fruits and wegetables as well as whole grains.
Fruits and vegetables that have bright colors, such as red
tomatoes, purple blueberries, yellow corn and orange car-
ratsare rich in anWoidants.

A numiber of the witamins, minerals and compounds in

foods hawe antimidant properies Vitamin A, C, E, and folic
acid are' some of the most wellknown and powerful as ara

ALl o Pl T8
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Antioxidants and Free Radicals
Submitted by Angela b niek . PN

S v preniid ey e = W)

beta @roteneg, lycopene and selenium. 5eme foods that. con-
tain large amounts of antoxzidants Indude carrots, green
leafy vegetables like kalg, callards and spinach, berries, cher
rigs, grapes, green tea, citrus fruits, apples and pears, tocoa
and chocolate alzo have high levels of antoxidarits.

Do research and learn mare about those amazing antiosi
dants and damagingfree radicals.

2017 Prison Ministry Volunteer

Training Schedule Announced

iTHRIVE Worship Service

By Bridpet 1. Floyd

FLAREE U TR TR o |

domis limited.

The Clayborns presented thethird and faurth points —*Maoke
Room for the S5on* and "Accepr Your Goo-Given idenoiy” As
they alternated, seamlessly making comiplementary paints, it
was noted that in the test there was the request “ _let Me
lead, follow Me and | will shewr vou how_| came to set you
free”. The reguiremient is “you must make room for Him®".
Withthis lewel of freedom, "you nolonger have to bie a slave
to negadve thinking®, |t means daily openingoneselfto God,
in arder to recejve freedom via a “new idemity of who yau
are in Him. Freedom wvia this mechanism cannot be taken
away by any ane, not afterit hasbeen gven by God, The cor-
relation between truth and freedem was made — truth being
“theforce that makes them free”. The key point was reiter-
ated; that is, there s a qualitaive difference when one re-
ceives freedom/identity from God. The illustraton highlight-
gd the diflerence batween grining access 1o 3 sporling event
by the person in charge of admission &t the door compared
to recejving a passiticket from the son of the awner af the
team. The comfort level would be different forthe person
wha was allowed to enter but had te be mindful and
awoidant of being caught by the authorites wha check fck-
gts. By comparson, the person would have to focus an
avoiding discovery which would interfers with enjoyment of
the sporting event; while the Wcket that is received fram the

The Limestane Correcional Fadility has announced its valun-
teer training schedule for 2017, Guidelines require: that ALL
prison religious waolunteers undergo training to be cerified to
enter the carrecoonal facility. Maore infermation is posted an

son afthe awnerwould allaw for seating in the awners box.
The persan inthestary not anly had the security of having a
pass/fickat in hand, but was loated in the ewners’ box,

the main bulletn board outside of the fellowship hall.

DATE LOCATION

Aug, 35, 6:30 p.m. First Sevemth Day &dve nbstC hureh

1363 Evamelbr. / Huntsville, &L Ba16

Septl7, 8:00a, m. Caplmw BaphstChum h
14544 Dupree Yisrthey Poad

Ham®est, 4L 35749

Ootl, 900 a.m. Chorchof The Mativity (Rid ey Hall)

208 Eustis ave, f Hunisyille, &L 3580

Hartzelle Church of Christ
TOOE, Eﬁﬂ-l.l.'l'il'IEt..-' Hariselle, AL 35590

Moe 5 0L 6, 5000 3. m.

Cec, 3, 2006, %000 & .m: Bndpz Buiklers Chumh Inte matonal

1801 Beltline Poad / Decatur, &1L 3560

Bn. 3 37, 900 a.m. Lindsay Lane Baphist

1300 Lindsay lane / Athers, AL /613

wihene they would not be under the scrulny of those check-
ing#ckets. Sointhe sky box therewas no need to look aver
one's shoulder — no hiding. As the preaching duo buik to
alttermating crescendos to make the paint —itis the truthful-
ness of their circumstances that makes the difference be-
tween receningentry by the “persan anthe daar” versus the
awrersson. Similardy, when aneis truly apento God's5an,
one can receiwe | accept the God-Given Identity. What is
ghven by God can be taken by no person (ne expulsion fram
the sky box),

There was altar call and the invitation extended and the re-
sponse was great. Or. Clayboarn made & special appeal to
young people ta come to the altar far prayer, espacially
those returning to school and bound for mllege. 5t John
added to its membership and there was recommitment to
Christ. Thers was clearly an openness to Gad and heesding
the callto break freg/live fresll
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2016

The leson reviews were written by Brother Willie .
Sandifer. The reference for these reviews is the The
201e-17 Standard lesson eCommentary,

September 4. 2016

Lessan Title: The Peaceful Kingdam

Lessan Seripture: Psalm 72:1-7

Print! |zaiah 11:1-9

Devetional Songs: #25[], 8272 [, and #243 []

Key Wersa) “They wall neither harm ner destroy an all my
holy mountain, for the earth will be Alled with the
knowdedge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah
11:8),

Isaiah is the first beak in the hible that is known as one of
the Majar Prophets. It is so named hecause of its langth.
The book centains many prophecies concerning lesus and
many of them are referenced inthe New Testament.

Since |saiah’s Wme was chaolc in the history of the lsrask
ites, God's Sowereignty is speculated to hawve been a hot
topic by the author of the commentary. “In the yvearthat
King Uzziah died” |saiah began his @ll 1o prophedc service.
The authar shares that thiswas almost two hundred years
after the lsraelites had splt with Israel in the narth and Ju-
dah inthe sauth.

Gaod et |saiah know that his ministry would nat loek suc
cassfulto him. However, |saiah was ta deliver God's mes-
sage unml cimes were empty and lay in ruin, also, the fizlds
ruined and ravaged.

September 11, 2016

Lesson Title: The Moumtain of God

Lessan Scrippure: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Isaiah 25

Print! |zaiah 25:6-104

Devetional Songs: #B6 [ #251[], and #243 []

Key Verse) “He will swallow up death forever, The Sover
gign Lord will wipe =way the tears frem all faces; he will
remowe his people’s disgrace fram all the earth. The Lard
has spoken” {Isaiah 25:81.

This lesson canneds nicely with last week's lesson fram
Isgiah 11:1-5, which endedwith the statement about noth-
ing harmful or destruc’we hawving a place on Gaod's “haoly
mouniain’. This lessan is about a sedion of |saiah that is
called “The Izaiah Apocalypse”. It is @lled this because aof

the similarty of its languape describing how the end of the
world looks. Isaiah, with wivid symbolism, picgured the
wiholegarth comingunderthe judgement of God.

September 18, 2016

Lesson Titlke: Faundations of the Earth

Lesson Seapture: lsaiah 40:1-5, Isaiah 40

Print! |saiah 40:21-31
Devotional Songs: #412[]; 77 [ and 24 3[]

Key Verses: “Do you not knew? Have you not heard? The
Lord isthe everlasting God, the Creator af the ends af the
earth. He will not grow fired arweary, and his understand-
ingno one can fathom.* [lsaiah 40:28).

Comforting words, te God's people in Jerusalem, are how
Isaiah 40 begins, “Comfort, comfart my people, says your
God.” (Isalah 40:1) They were to be released and were able
to retum horme as an indicatorthat their sins had been par-
daned.

Howewer, the future had marein it than homemming. The
next verse speaks of the wilderness voice calling to prepars
the way for the Lard. This came ta pass In The person of
lohn the Baptst through his work that prepared far the
caming of Jesus:

September 25, 2016

Lessan Title: Everdasting covenant

Lessan Scrpture: |saiah 42:5-3, |saiah 61

Print: |saigh 61:1-4, 8-11

Temative Devotional Songs: #525[]; #258 []; and £243 []
Key Verss: “| the Lord, lowve justice; | hate robbery and
wrongdoing. In my faithfulness | will rewrard my people and
make an everlasting covenant with them* {lsaiah 61:8).

This lesson is the last ane in this unit of lessans. The text
has an important messianic propheoy. The 61st chapter of
Isaiah is withinthe cosing secoon of Isaiah's pmphecy for
Isrmel thatis usually identified as chapters 60 through G6.
This secton is like the grand finale of the restoreion of
God's people, The contents of which were intended to give
great hope to God's people in |saiah’s day, The commen-
tary's author suggests a purpose cannechion between the
closing chapters of Isalah and the closing chapters of Reve-
lztion, which offer hope ta Christians in-any age, espadally
those suffering persecution.
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5t. John Adopts

Mew Beginnings

Ik
i iU

Sufierihe litile children to come umo Jesus!

St.John provided school supplies forthe students of Mew
Beginnings Academy! These three and four year olds are
ready! Thanks taJudge 5 herrod and 29:11 Inc. far making
thisyision real 5t. John has new adapted thisschool and is
sxcited about its possibilittes. Please jpin Inprayerand in
suyppart of this schoal, administratton, stafi, teachers vak
unteers, students and families. Eyes have not s2en..

Church School Book Club

August 2016 Discussion Date; Aug ust 20, 2016
10:00AM. —1130A M.

Farty Acres Dwayne Alexander Smith, 205

Seprember 2016 Discussicn Date! Sepember 17, 2016
10:00 A.M.—11:30 AN
'TA the Wall Runs Dry Lauren Frapciz-Sharma, Szptember

2015

& glarious and meving mulWgeneraional, mullicutural-saga
that sweeps fram the 1940z through the 1960s in Trinidad
and the United States. Tothe Wel funs Dy opens in a 523
side willage in the north af Trinidad, where yvoung Marcia
Garda, 8 gifted and smart-mouthed sisteen-year-ald seam-
stiess, lives alone, raising two small boys and guanding 2

Familysecret. When she mests. Farouk Karam, an ambitous

yvoungpoliceman {so taken with Marcia that he elicits help
from = tez-brewing obeah woman to puarantee her ardor),
the rewards and risks in Marciz's life amplify forever. Onan
|sland rich with laughter, clypsa, Carmnival cricket, beach-
gs, and salty air, sweet fniits and. spicy stews, the novel
follows Marcia and Farouk fram their sdsoy and passionate
courtship through peraonal and historical ewents: that
threaten Marcia's serét, entangle the couple and their
children in & tumultuous sc=ndal, and put-the future in
doubt far all af them,

FOR EVERY MOUNTAIN
YOU'VE BEROUGHT ME
OVER, R EVERY
TRIAL YOU"VE SEEN ME
THII?U'I.IGH
. '1_|||

F

¥

\ e
1 _I : \l‘
For this I give you
Praise
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September 2016
Tue Wed Thu Fi Sat.
1 3

530a.m.
Dmnce WinEtry

EhkreEr's Cholr Rereorsal
5100 p,m 1100 & m.

fsBzs Choir e es Rl

- 5/ f & g 10

B 7th Sescion of the Morthwest Alabama Anmeal Conference
] o ey Bishop Hamy Seawright, presiding
AN s P i | Pary re Comminity Plaza—Bimingham, &Bbama
Churmh Schos |
ErEE 500 p,m.
' Sewamess B hig
LTI )

MO 500 p.m,
Bilil Ftudy mpElChorRehmnma|

11 13 14

230m.m.
. Dmnce hingtry
Ea5a.m
Ehurch Schoo | o -
- p.m :
I B 00 p,m B.00 pm. ANEM 5t e e ting

1 Kl Chore
E70.p.m WEChoirRereaen] Cofizges CHren's Ghor Feheasal
Billke Study Hodam.

20 i 27 23

B30a.m
1130 m- 100 pm Dmrce lAnEtry
SO

GO0 pm,
i iFoEEn

KB e Chore

Feresnal
Moo Prayer Ol

26 27 30

1i30a.m- 100 pm.
SOUF
EITCHER

54%5s.m
Chinch5chom |
e Hizon Prayer Call

EINpm,

500 pm
Mass Chok Reheansal

Ibzs Choir e hesesl

PRAYER for the MONTH God, we thankWou forthis ime. we've ed together. Thiowgh tall vou've been with s, You've protected aml pro-
vided, vou've pren emwih and favor A5 we po obrsemrate waie b with g, A5 we do vor will, emposer . A we =2 obr gifts o honor
vou, Bl s shine, We bve You and bless You. We praise You and adore You, Lonl, You are worthy of all paEe. in ksis’ mme we pray,

Lmen.
Soripture for the Month— “Noow unto him that & able 1o keep oo from fallirg, amd © pesent you Rultkss befors the prsence of he glory

wit h exceeding joy, To 1he only wise God ourSavior, be glory ard nmapsty, domingn and power, both mwand ever-Amen® (lude 1224-
F.
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St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
. 229 Church Street .5 Postage

: 3 PA&ID
Hursville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

Fmail:  §oonmme nSsoloom
Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE
The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop
. The Pevermmd Sherita Seawrght, EpEcopal Supe re Eor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder
The Pevermnd Doctor PRtrek Chyvbom, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

August 28 The Reverend Potnck Claybarn’s lost Sundoy as pastoraf 5t John
18:{ am. service - One service only

September & MNorthwest Alobama WS Convenbon, Birmingham, Alobarmo

September 710  Tth Session Northwest Algbama Annual Conference, Birmingham, Alabama

Thot if you confess wath your mouth, “esus & lord, " and halizve in pour heart
thot God mized him from the degd, pou will be soved. Romons 1008

IN DRI
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St. John Welcomes the Reverend Maurice Wright 1l
Fhotopm pliy bsy Darein Washington




5t. John's New Fastor
The Reverend Maurice Wright 11

The Aewverend Maurnce Wnght I,
is & nanve of the Packic North-
wiest, hawing grown up in Taco-
ma, YWashingten and Portland,
Oregan,

The Reversnd Wright dedicated
his life to Christ at a wery young
age and was @lled nte the min-
istry &t the age of 10, He
preached his wvery first sermon,
"You Got What You Wanted, But
Lost What Yeu Had" at the age of
13 at the Powerhouse Temple
Church af God in Christ,

While in Porland, the Reverend

Wright taught choir at Harriett

Tubman Middle 5 chool and Thamas Jeffersan High School.
He served as both cammunity leader and social achvist in
the greater Fartland ares. He is known as-a youth mentor,
with a pazsion of educating and improving the |wes of
young people. During his wme in the Poertiand Public 5chool
System, he was also emploved a5 a Community Agent;
working with high scheol drepouts and at-risk teenagers to
helpthemreturnto school and graduate.

His thirst for knowledge would l2ad him to lesve Wis secoular
employment and study at Portland Bible College and Wik
berforce University in Qhio. While at Wilbe farce University
he was an honor student, hawving received mamy schalar-
chips and awards to include the Bishap Virton R Anderson
Academic Award for two consecufive years. He was also
one ofthe student canductors of the Wilberfarce University
Chair. He is a proud graduste of Memhouse College, Atlan-
ta Georgia, earning 2 Bachelor of Arts Degres in the area of
Choral Conduching and Yocal Pefomance. The Reverend
Wright is curently working on completing a Masters of Di
winity Degrze and will further his studies to the dociorate
lewel.

W hile at Morehouse, the Revarend Wright was -a key mem-
ber of the Wordd Renowned Marehouse College Glee Club,
and was part af the historic group that toured South Africa.
He was also -a four year memberof the Maran Luther King
Ir, Chapel Assistants and the direcarof the Chapel Choir, In
2012 the Reverend Wrght received King Chapel's highest

recognition and was Induded
inta The Martin Luther King Ir.
Interna@onal College of Ministers
and Laity. While in Atlanta Geor-
gia, healso served an the minis
terial staff and as Minister of Mu-
sic gt BigBethel AME Church,

The HReverend Wright recewed
his first pastoral appointment
while smll 3 student at Wilber-
farce Uniwversity. He served the
ongregation of 5t. Paul AME
Church in Zaneswille, Ohis and
then was sent to 5t. Jahn AME
Church in Uhrichsvillz, Ohia. In
2008, BRishop Caroln  Tyler
Guidry assigned him to the pasto-
ral charge of Bethel AME Church in Alexandria, Louisiana.
While at Bethel, Pastor Wright led the congregationina 2.5
millisn dellar renoyation project of the church’s low Inmme
housing comples. Over one hundred units were enovated,
and today the property continues ta serve families and re-
mains avital part of the Aledandria community.

In Mawember of 2012, Bishop James L. Davis appointed the
Reverand Wright to 5t. John AME Church im Ft. Mitchell,
Alabama. Within & weeks of being assignzd, the Reverand
Wright led the mngregation inte the new edifice. Through
his wisionary leadership, the church also remodeled the ald
sanctuary into & multpurpase fellowship halland children’s
church center. The Reverend Wright was actively invohed
in the Phenw City and Russell County area Through his
leadership, the church has become known far being a first
respander ta mary cammunity tragedies and other sacial
concerns and servesas aprayer centerfor all people.

In addifion to his pastorate, the Reverend Wnght currenthy
serves as the Associate Director af Music and Christan Ards
of the African M ethodist Episcopal Church worldwide, He iz
alsothe co-directar af Beangelism forthe state of Alabama.

The Reverend Wright is truly 2 family man. Heis bilessed to
hawve the Reverend Joretha Wright as his partner in mar-
riage and ministry for 20 vears: Togetherthey are the proud
parents of four children; Temence, Lessie, Isaiah and Joy,
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Meet St. John's First Lady

The Revererm Jortla Wrght, M. Div.

The Reverend
Joretha Wright is
an  inspiradonal
speaker, teacher,
preacher, often
recognized far
her  rawe, funny
and intellecual
approach to ad
dressing  topics
that affect peaple
fram all walks of
life. Sumrmarily,
her witty style
and real life ap
proach mofivates
! inspires and chal
lenges people to
- @ higher call,

The Reverend
Rita has a B.5. in
Human Services
i from Shorter Uni
wversity in Atlanta,
Georgia and a
1. D, fram
Payne Theological
Seminary In Wik
berfarce, O hio.

(.

S5he also has a unique giff forthe senior population. Her wa-
ter fitness talents have afforded her opportuniies to teach
aerobics, therapeulic exercise and swim |essons to adult
non-swirnmmers, spacdal needs individuals and loew income
childran involved in programs to increase water adivity =ei-
posure to urban youth, Sheis a certified water aerobics and
swim: instructor and is curently pursuing a naional certifi-
catton in Water Fitness and Life Coaching faryouth.

The Reverend Rita's commitment to empowering youth and
wornen s evident through her [ifestyle of service. Ms Rita,
as she is sflechonately known, is the founder af Afr Enter-
prise; a social change organzaton for women and girls that
offers a diversified spectrum of programs and semices with
emphasis on prevenfion, intervention and diversity taler-
ance. Hercommitment to emMpowennE ¥oung wamen s evk
dent through her lifestyle of service as an HW and AIDS ad-
wacate, community adivist, nan-wiolent instructarfor grl-on
-gid wislence, and excepdional leadership building in both
church and scheol environments. 5he is alsa the founder of
the Project Me Mentoring Praject, created to educate and
instruct girls 12-18 ta make healhy lif2 alterng choices.

The Rewverend Rita is a natve of Lynwood, California. She
later mowved ta Portland, Oregon where she met and has
been married to the Reverend Maurice ¥right || far more
than 20 years. She valuesthe spirtual and lovwing support of
her pastar and husband and the excing role of mother to
their faur children; Terrence &LI.S. Caast Guardsman, 23
vears of age), Lessie (17), Isaiah [11) and Joy (B).

Join the
Soup Kitchen
Ministry

The Saup | Rjuhm eantnuesto meet the needs pf the om-

munity each third and hmh‘rhé_rﬂr of the month, munn.
teers and iunﬂ‘mm “ahways encoursged and ap#h:iﬁ’ -
ed. Please ses Sister Pearlean M’gﬁ‘hh{jﬂi’*ﬁlﬂ:ﬂr Maeala

‘Peaplesta volunteer or make 3 donanon.

A Grandparent's Prayer
May | Be Your Vision

iy grandchild | love you, you know that for sure.
But hare'sareminder, when yourworld is s blur

Of fun and of heartaches and of learning life's rules
YWhenthere's choicesahead, of @mreers or of schools,

Danm'tturntothe werld forthe anoerers you seel,

The world has gone crazy, Its future is bleak
Don'tturntayodryoaungfriends who have never been
there;

Dan't holdtas much store by thewisdam they share.

They knomer just swhat yau Knowr, inay be not quite as much
Theyve stepped only as far as you have, and as such
They*ve no first hand knowledge of what's gone on befars,
Orwhat could be waiting beyond that nest door

But mygrandchild, | hope | always can be

The onethat youturntowhen it's too hard 1o see
Yourweay thraugh the fagas yau joumey aleng.
flay | puide yourwision il the day that I'm gone?

My eyesight |s dim, but be that come what may

My insight grows brighterwwith each passing day.

And coupled with lave, it may be enough,

To help you my grandchild, when your goinggetstough,

| lenee wou®

A grandparent's prayer talen fram biipzd)

whww chrisangrandparents.com/pf poemsabaut-
grandparents-and, html (5 eptember 17, 2016)
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St. John Welcomed New Bishop to 5t. John and the Ninth Episcopal District

By Brget ] Floyd

The Right Reversnd Hamy L. Seawright was introduced ta
StodohnonSunday, August 21, 2016, He offered remarks to
the congregafion during the single warship service that was
held at 10 3.m. sa that 5t. John could come tagetherat one
wme ta mest and greet Bishop Seawright. It was apropos
for Bishop Seawright to be présem at a service where Pas
torClayborn preached his nextto last sermaon, enfitled “The
Probiem-of Chonge”, Bothmen {and theirfamilies) had em-
barked arwere about to embark on a major transman in
their professional and personal |ives.

Presiding Elder @lbver Allen introduced Bishop Seawright
wiho proceeded to addressSt_ lehn during what was termead
“The Bishop’s Moment”. He began his comments by giving
honor 1o Presiding Elder Allen, Bishop Seawright reported
that he had been a pastar for thirty (30) years. He shared
that as heaspiredtothe posimon of bishap, he worked with
hiscongregafionto prepare them for the change af his:leaw-
ing. Heisthe 133rd eleded and consecrated bishop of the
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church.

Bishop Seawright indicated, "| feel your pain because a
good pastor is hard to find”, Hewas referingto the antio-
pated change af the Reverend Clayborn assuming the: pas
torate of Bethel AME Church, Balomore, Maryland, Bishop
S eawright-stated that good leadership in church will follow
the appointment of @ new pastar and that “the waork (s all
diwing”. The Bishop indicated that with prayeful considers
won he in consultalion with Presiding Elder Allen, would
appoint @ new pastor far 5t. John, He emphasized his belief

in prayer.

Pastar Clayborn subsequently oftersd a poignant sermon an
change [note title above). The textswere Job 42:7-9 and
Philippians 3:7-16 with emphasis on verse 12. He cited ex-
amples of change and stated that change can be “glonous”
and change can release 3 kind of power_"unfi] we face the
problem of chonge” [the #tle of the sermon]. Pastor Clay-
born gawve examples of lob and loss as well as the change
that Paul experienced inthe scriptural readings. He indicat-
edthat the problems brought sbout by change will changs
one's perspechve, priorities and potential. He noted that
“when you strain, God |s developing you —onthe otherside
you arz stronger”. Ciing Jab, the Reverend Clayborn indi-

catedthat Job's losses were preater and greater, but in fact,
God was “making a stronger foundawon® and that God re-
stored Job bepond what he had originally, The preacher
indicated that this was because lob prayed for his friends,
as instructed by God, instead of focusing an his loss and
guestoning Ged. Pastar Clayborn indicated that “Gog will

supply alf of your needs” He concduded that changs will
hopoan ond the kay = how one reacts to what hoppans,

el e oo g 22

M embers greet Bishop Seawright affer the serdice.
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Minth Episcopal District Of the AME Church

Seventh Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference Report
Bishop Harry L Seawright, Presiding Prefate
The Reverend Sherita M. Seawright, Episcopal Supervisor

The =everth session of the North- | A S R !
NINTH ErIsSCOPAL DISTRICT

west Alabama Annual Conference
was held from September 7io Sep-
tember 10, 2016 at Daniel Pawme
Community Plaza in Binwingham,
Alabama. The Right Reversnd
Harry L. Seawight presicded.

The first business session of the

conference was the moll call and

conference organization on Tues-

day, September 7% The seventh

gession of the Mothwest Alabama

Annual Conference was officially

opened on Wednesday September

¥, 2016 with dewotion, opening

zong "Blessad Assurance”, followed

by praver and the reading of Psalm

1489, The conference institute was

given by Bishop Seawight. Bishop

Seawight elaborated onthe triple &'s of the church
which are Ancirting, Appoirtment; and Accourtalsility.

The business zession of the conference included the
financial reports (Disgrid budget presentation, District
audit report ), The message of the Hour of Power Ser-
vice was preached by Bishop Owershed from Ka-
kamega, Kenva, Bishop Overshed shared the following
message. ‘The Invighle God Wil Show Up in Your
Time of Meed” from Psalm 46146, He reminded the
Conference that God iz faithful and that they must be
grateful to Him.

During the aternoon busi- “
ness ssegsion, pagor's v

reports were read incluel-

ing the report of St. John
AME  Church, Hurmt=ille. |
Presiding Elder Allen read
the report and this writer,
who was the delegate,
gooke on behalf of the
church. She reguested
that the ned minister be
one that "could take us io
the nex level.” The busi-
ness s=ssion alsn includ-
ed the Board of Examin-
ers Report that incduded a
recomm endation of the
licertistes from St John

Presiding Eder Allen [lft] 3 0d Bozely ne Akins, delesm te, ma e the it
peembonat il Sanval Gnfesce

AME . Hurtsille, Sister Jennifer
Patterson, Brother Judin York and
Sigter Ashley Humphrey to the
Morthwes Alabarma Annual Confer-
Erce.

Ater a full day of adivities, the
Dpening Day Worship Service was
held. The preacher for this sarvice
was the Rewerend Chris Walker.
Her message was  entitled
"Change." The Rewerend Walker
remincled the Conference that time
will bring abkout change and that
the only thing in life that remains
congant iz change. She also point-
ed out that change enables per-
sons for ministry with grace and
gratitude:

Thursday September 8, the second day of the confer-
ence, was glso opened with dewvotion;, opening song
followed by praver and the reading of the scrptures.
The Confersnce Instiute was given by the Rewverend
Dedenck from  Baltimore, Marvand. The Rewverend
Dedenck elaborated onthe legacy of the 2ME church.
First, he reminded sttendeesz that their idertity as
AMEE= iz inseparable from their discipleship. Then, he
reminded them that ewvervthing that they do should
have Jesus in the cerer. Finally, he noted the im-
potance of connecting the pagt, the presert and the

future.
,ﬁ-ﬁThe business =ession

cortinued with the read-
ing of pastor's . reports.
The message of Hour of
Power Service WEE
preached by the Rewver-
i enel Agnes Lover. She
ghared = the message
‘Don't Abandon Your Mis-
gon” from 1 Kings 153,
% She firgt reminded us that
doing God's wil can be
guite challenging. Howey-
er, it Is net time to aban-
(don the mission when
things become challeng-
©ing, She also reminded uz

AL ramiivean! oan pamne Bl
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Minth Episcopal District Of the AME Church

Seventh Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference Report
Bishop Harry L Seawright, Presiding Prefate
The Reverend Sherita M. Seawright, Episcopal Supervisor

Licentiate s rece ived into the Annual Conference
(third and fourth from the left are St John members
Or. Jennifer Patterson and Brother Justin Yok ),

A i Jram fangir 3]

that cur enemvy is not bigger than God. The Reverend
Lover gave three survival tips for the journey of fath;
When things get tough, God wil replenish; God  will
anoirt with His wisdom, strength, and courage; God
will redirect our steps. Finally, God has a masgter plan,
The business session continued with atown hall meet-
ing which induded civic leaders, community adivists,
and business: owners. Bishop Seawright shared the
vigion of the church and his vision to “encourage, em-
power -and enable the people of God.”

The zecond day ofthe conference was concluded with
the Ordination Worship Service and the ancinted
preaching of Bishop Wiliam Devaux.

Friday September EI", the third day of the conference,
was also opened with devotion, opening song followed
by prayer and the reading of the scriptures, The busi-
ness session comtinued with the reading of the finan-
cial reports, the conference componert repors, the

administrative’ committee repots, and the Danisl
Payne College reports, The message of the Hour of
FPower was preached. by the Reversnd Withergooon
from South Carolina (Pagtor of Bishop Seawright's
home church). The Reverend Whiterspoon shared the
following message entitled “The Seoret Stom "™, He first
reminded attende egthat life challenges can sometimes
ke secret gtoms. He gave three points about the se-

cret gorm: A secret storm 15 unexpected and causes
one o call God a =ecret stom throws people: off
courss and forces them to adapt and adjust; and a ==-
cret gorm does not lag always Finally, he reminded
usthat Chrigtis our evaluation plan

The business session cortinued with the reading of the
repons. The third day of the conference was conduded
by the worship service of the Lay Organizstion. The
preacher of the hour was the Reverend Chris Barnett
with @ message ertitled “Don't Blow [T, Play Your
Role." The Reverend Barmett reminded that God gets
the glory inspite of what one iz going through,

Saturday September 10" was the last day ofthe Annu-
al Conference, The day was opengd with a YPD =es-
gion induding the ¥YPD program. Several cther adiv-
ties took place to includes the reading ofthe resolutions
and the accourtart's finance repot. Pagtors Prince
Sanders and Tommy Lee Harvin were received into
retirement. They were presented wih retirement certifi-
cates. Bishop Seawight-and Supervisor, the Reverend
Sherta M, Seawight, exprezsed their gratiude for the
success of the conference.

The do=sing worship service was marked by the anoirt -
ed preaching of the Rewerend Jonathan Weaver of
Mourt Mebo AME Church, Bowie, Maryland. The Rev-
erend Weaver shared a message entitled: “Neighbor, |
Got to Get Through This" The Reversnd Weaver re-
minded that God does not only saves, He keeps. He
poirted out that sometimes hard times come to devel-
op us, He gave three points to deal with dificult situa-
tions: stand =till, et God repositions himzelf, and go
forward.

The: appointmerts were read by Bishop Seawight. St
John, Hurtsville was placed in'the hands ofthe P resid-
ing Elder, However, Bishop Seawight reassured the
delegate and other St John members who were pre-
gent, that he would appoint a pagor for St John,
Hurtsville the following week ,

Thank God for a spiri-flled Annual Conference with
Bishop Seawright.. Thank vou to my St John family for
giving me the opportunitytoc =erve as vour delegate to
the annual conference

Humbly submitted,
Yoursin Christ,
Sister Roselwne Akines.

September VG Pape &



Fastor's Appreciation

By Med @ MoDaniel
Photog mphy by Brid et Floye

The Clay born Fa mily

On Sunday, August 14 5t. lohn clebmted the Caybarns
and expressed apprecigiion for their ministry at 5t. Jahkn.
Thiswas the fifth appreciaton service forthe Clayborns and
atthat o me it was not knownthat it would be the |ast.

The service was organized by the Stewards and incarpo-
rated the ministry of music and dance. The Mass Chair and
the 5t. John Praise Team ministered in song. The dance
ministry enhanced the worship as they accompanied the
chair with liturgical mevement and ministered ta 3 specal
salection. A Iitanythat used Dr. Claybarn's biagraphical in-
farmation and scrpture to describe the life and character of
the Reverend Doctor Clayborn was read.

SRR A long-tmie frignd of Pastor
. Claywbarm's and his brother
{in the ministry ‘ems the
guest preacher Fastor
Clayborn-and the Reverend
M ashod Evans both sered
under the Rewverend [now
Bishop) lames L, Davis at Big
Betheiin Atlanta and Pastor
Clayborn-later served at'the
Reverand Ewans  hame
church, 5t. James AME in
Mewark, Mew Jersey

[ ] -H:

The Peverm NMashod Evam

The sermon text was Exodus
3:1-14 and the sermon was enfitled "It Is What & [s, But Mot
What God Wants It To Be.” The Reverend Evans staried the

message by giving examples on the jab, in the community,
parenting, in school and with family where people some-
fimes accept the situadion and say “It is what it 5" He
warnsd that peaple: should be caumous about accephing
same situations because it may not "be what God wants it
to be.” Going backto thetest, he gave the backeground an
haow Moses found himsel in the stuation he was In when
God spoketa him in chapter 3 of Exodus, Moses seemed to
hawe accepted being in a foreign land, unable to return
homes, warking for someone elss and ewen marrying a
“fargigner” as “it is what i 5 The =¢perience of God
speaking to him through the burning bush was when Moses
had to accept that his |ife was not what “God wanted it to
be* Gedhad an anaintng en Moses' life.

The preacher related the scripture to the |lives of people
teday, He nated that many have to go through various ex-
periences for Godto stretch them. God haste establish His
authoriy, *| am that | am.” God also promises “1 will bea
with you," The Reverend Evans usedthe example of home
God was with Moses when he went back to Egpypt and deliv-
ered the {sraelites out of bondage (itis what itis) to the
pramised land {what God wanted ‘it to be). Believers must
trustthat Godwill bewiththem as Hetakesthem io a place
where He wantsthem to be. In concluding, he urged wor
shippers to “"Hold to Ged's Unchanging Hand” and let God
lead themto the place where He wants them tao ba,

Fallowing the message and the Invitaion to Discipleship,
the Stewards presented Pastor Claybem, Reverznd Sheri
P2, and loya with gifts that were expressions af the congre-
gation's lave and appredanon toward them, Ta God bethe
Glary!
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Pastor Clayborn's Last Sunday at 5t. John

By Med = Mc D= nigl
Photopra phy by Darvinwas hingtan

Sunday, August 28, 2016

wias 2 bitter-swieet day at

5t. John. It was the |ast

warship: service for the

Claybarns. The Revarend

Patrick Clayliorn and family 5

wiere preparing to transi|

fon to 3 new pastoral

charge at Hethel AME,

Church, Batmore, Mary-|

land. Like loving parents,

members were happy for’

this new opportunity for?

the Clayboms, vet sad Iug"

see them leave 5t. John. |

Whare had the fime gone?

The four years and sight months of pastaring 5t dohn wers
caming to an end. Through these years; the church has ex-
perignced growth inthe chiurch’'s miembership-and ministry,
in the Ivesof members, and in the Ivesofthe Clayboms.

The combined worship service followed the normal order of
service, with the addimon aof a special musical tribute and
remarks fram the Claybarn family, Lots af smiles, hugs and
tears were shared throughout the day,

The Reverend Doctor Claybarn preached his final sermon as
pastorof 5t John with the same vigoer and conviclion as his
first sermen on December 4, 2011. The meszage was enfi-
tled “The Promize of Change and the scripture references
were Deuteronomy L6 and John 3:22-30. This message

seemed to have besn as

much 2 serman for the

preacher as it wasforthe

peopla. DOr. Clayborn ex-

plained how God pre

" pares His people for

change by sending a

' promise of guidance and

| by creaing faith in them.

| There must be adecreass

lin persanal will in order

S to yield toa God's will.

~ The key paoints were |if-

ed from the scripture

passage In Jahn that was

noted earlier. God pram-

ises His presence, purpose, and prosperity. The preacher

nated that the promise of change m@uses one'to grow be-

yond their comfort zene in orderte increase. He concluded
withthe challenging question, “Canyou seethe pamise?”

As difficult as parting can be, AMEs know that the denomi-
natton is buit on 2 -system of iWnerate ministry that sup-
poristhe groveth of ministers and congregemons across the
connectonal church. 5tanding on the promises of the 1
Carinthians 2:9 "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have
entered into the heart af man the things which Ged has
prepared far those who |lowve Him.” beth5t. John Huntsville
and Bethel Baltmore know that “The Promise aof Change”
will take bath church families to a higher level of faith, ser-
wviceand lowve. “Can you seethe promise?’
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St. John Hosted Harvest Home Meeting
By Med = Mc D= nigl

j-—— .
i3
Presiding EH!H'-HHFE!LEFEE the mesting
The South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer Presiding Elder
District consists of twenty-twa (22) churches in the Narth-
west Alabama Conference af the Ninth District of the AME
Church. This is ene of ten {10) Presiding Elder Districts in
the Mirmth Episcopal District and one of thres {3) in the
Morthwest Alabama Conference. The Reverend O lwer Allen
is'the presiding elder of this District. As presiding elder, ha
supervises the churches in his district and iz the link bhe
tween the lom@l pastors and the bishap of the Episcopal Dis
trct. He holds several meefings throughout the year with
individual churches {quarterly confersnces) and District
meetnngs like the Flanning Meeswang, Church School and
Chriswian Educatton Cormentron, and Harvest Hame.

On Saturday, August 27, members af the SBHE Distrid as=
sambled &t 5t. Jehn for the 2016 Harvest Home M eefing.
: |, Persans present indud-

gd ministers, delegates

and members of the

campaonents of the Dis

trict. There was fellow

ship, worship, business

and food. Presiding

Elder Allen provided

details about the up

caming Seventh Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual
Conference, He shared Infarmawon that ministers and dele

i - vl

‘Confsrence v IE Pesdent
Pat1 S mith tl1l'q£|rn=_-etig

gates needed to know abiout the Conference apenda, pas
tor's repoerts and other responsibilines of the delegates and
pastars. Presiding Elder Allen noted that SBHE District
members would be preaching durfng the Annual Confer-
ence. The Reverend Deborah Peppers would be the preach-
er foar the Missionary Noon Day Service and the Reverend

Chris Walker would preach the AnnualSerman during the
apeningwoaorship semvice,

The Harvest
Haome
meelng
concduded
with a wor-
ship service.
Music was
provided by
. the 5t. lohn
music de-
partment
and the Rey-

Preseling £zt Allen acbnewkedgesthe
arfthe Ck yhorrs inthe DEtiet mestng

erend Greg-
ory Srith, pastor of Mt. Zion AME Church Trusaville, was
the preacher. His message was entitied "A Charge to Keep
¥We Hawve" with & submile of “Akide by the Door” and the
text was Leyincus 8:35-36.

L

The preac ket
thie Revere od Gegars Smikh;

Members afthe SEHE District expressed their appreciation
to Presiding Elder and Mrs, Allen far their dedica®en and
service tothe Bistrict. Lunch was seved,

Bt i s oo ot infor matis o from =
mEmberafthe Ditrct
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Members Share Their Experiences at CEC 2016
By Justin vork

Kristina Jefierson sings with the 9th Distrig Y outh Chair 3t CEC 2016,

The 9th Episcopal Distrigt held the 2016 Christian Education
Congress July 25-28, 2016 in Troy, Alabama an the campus
of Troy University. This waz the first meeding of the Sth Dis
trict since General Conference wherethe Reverand Dr. Har-
ry L. Seawright was eleded and consecrated the 133rd Bish-
op of the AME Church and assigned to the 9th Episcopal
District.

Members of the 51. lahn family were also in atendance
and, accarding ta same af their parspecaves, they really
enjoyed their week in Troy and the edperiences gained. Far
sorme, ‘the Chrisian Educaion Congress, aflechonately
known -as "CEC", is an annual evart and they look forward
to atending throughout the year. Far others, it may haves
beentheirfirstiime — but it definitely will nat betheir last.
Growang up in the AME Church, it is easy to get used to an
nual events as a child. These events come and go and when
it [sover, you wait for nedt year, Learningthe perspechyves
of athers has shown this writer how important these and
othertypes of Chrisian Education opportunities can be, Not
only are learningthe customs and history af the church em-
phasized, building relaWonships and growing as a Chrisiian
are key focal points af these events. Read what losiah and

Kristna had io say about their edperiences this year

lesiah Gullatte: "At CEC we learned how to stay on our
grind. Qur teacher taught us to block out fake friends and
find Gad, | alsa had fun fellawship with my church members
and | had the pleasure of getbingto know them better. The
most important lessan | learned at CEC wasia staytoagether
as afamily and pray tegether asa famiky.”

Bristina leffersan: "My aowerall first CEC experience was
great. | met a lot of new people and made 3 lot of new
friends. | got ta do a lot of fun stuff such as, singing in the
vouth choir, leading praise and waorship with Cam: (Bishop's
grandson) ; rapping in the teen’s “bet you can’t pralse him
like me" challenge, and bonding atthe lunch table aver the
tasty fried chicken. | also leamed how to stay - on my grind
even when peaple try to knock me off. | also got a lot of
new snapchat fallewiers. | am really looking forward to CEC
2k17. | had a great ome with the people whe wers my age
thatwere also an fire foar God."

The Reverend Sheri Smith Clayborm was co-chairpersoan for
CEC and was respansible far all registrafion. She also coer
dinatedthe 5t. John delegation ta CEC.
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5t. John Hosts Huntsville City Council

District 1 Candidate Forum
By Barle @ Johinzon

The stage was set forthe District 1 Candidate Farum at 5.
dohn AME on Tuesday, August 16th. The mics were hot and
bottled water was set to keep the tempers cool. Note pads
and pans were on the table ta write down speaking points
and rebuttals. All five candidates had confirmed their
ariendance, however anly four appeared on the dais, Ms
Michelda Johnson, Mr Dewyn Keith, Mr. Robert Hewleti
and Mr, Feter Proctor, Pastor Claybom welmmed everyone
and intreduced Dr. Preston Foster, Dakwood University, as
the moderatar forthe evening and reviewsd the forum pro-
tocal This was nette be a debate; but a discussion of the
issues, plans and strategies to move District 1 faremrd,
Quesmonswere submitted bythe audience, read by Dr. Fos-
ter and then =ach candidate was given an-opportunity to
respond.

While District 1 covers avast amount af territary, from the
far narth quadrams of the county to downtown Huntsville,
most of the questions and the @ndidate responses focused
on Marthwest Huntsville. Ms Johnson's focus was revitali-
zaton of businesszs in nerth Huntsville, furding far not just
"patching” roads, but adually resurfadng them and pro-
mowng unity and respect between HED and the community.
Mr. K=ith’s facus was on establishing a community hub in
nort hwest Huntswille 1o bring the community tapether. De
veloping a perfarming arts faclity was en Mr. Hewlett's
agenda for northwest Huntsville. Working collaboranvely
with other council members was the target far Mr. Proctor,
Hez feh that compramise and negowating were shill setsthat
sat him apart fram the other candidates. He waould use
those skill setsto =fl ect change in District 1.

At the end af the farum, sach candidate was given three
minutes to make their last pitch farwhy they should be the
final choice for counal persan Distrid 1. They had a caphve

T A VT Ol

&

LECTIOL
|3 ]

Theiost doy to register and be ghie fo wie in the Nowmber
8" Prasidential Election &5, October 24

‘WMOTE For any election, the last day to registarto vote

w or update your vatar registraton is:the 15th

dzy priortathe election

Tha last dayto apphly for an Aksentee Ballot forthe Navem-
bar E*', Presidental Elechon is Navember 3, 2016

Absentes Ballots are mailed to:
Huntswville hzdison Ciry
Melanie A, Williard,

City Clark

City of Madison
100 Hughes Rl
Mzdison, AL 35758

256 TT2-5650

Ken Benion,
Election Officer
F. 0. Box 308
Hunmwville, 35804
156-4I7-5085

Absentee Ballat Applications farthe Movemberelechon @n
be obtained from Wrs EvaSmith or Ms. Barbara lohnson.

College students that are away at schoal, who would ner-
mally wote in Huntswille, m3ay pgo enline to Alakama
Vote goy, print & copy of the Abssntes Ballot Application,
complete, and return by mail. A ballet will be sent to you
with instructions and deadlines for returning.

Sich and shut in members who are registered voters can
submit an Absentee Ballot Applicaiion. Let the church office
know if you need one for a mlative ara friend.

Meed your vating rights restored, contoct Mdre. Al-
ice Sams ot 256-551-13240

Wotng information can be found at:
AlabamaVote gov (thestate of Alabama's offical website)
Madison County elecions. gov.

YO TE!

Tuesday, November 8,
2016
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CEC Find
A -er Takin Connattion Bishop Seawright Visits St. John

at Troy University

SN el J o paiee 4

Pastar Claybom demonstrated his capacity to intempret the
scripture and communicate a poignant message that touch-
gsthe listener's heart, intellect, spirituality, and fills-a nead
io hear award and guidance fram the Lard.

In the midst of transi-
#ion, 5. John members
grested and weloamed
the Right Reverend Har-
ry L. Seawright as they
anfcipated the depar-
ture of the Rewverand Dr.
Patrick Clayborn. The
following Sunday, con-
gregants wished the Clayborns well as they transiioned to
Bethel AME Church in Balmare.

M &y God Bless and Keepthe Seawrights, the Allensz, and the
Clayborns as they sarve in their various capacimes; and as
they handle the changes that Gad has in stare far their
lives.

District 1 Candidate Forum

el sy ravinl pamre J A )
audience 1o speak taforthe sanctuary was full,

In the end, when all votes weretallied on Tuesday, August
EEI"l, a run-oft eleciion was called foar between the incum-
bent, Councilman Richard 5 hawers and Mr. Dewn Keith,
The rur-off electon will take place on Tuesday, Octaberd,
2016,

Artwark by 5t John member, Or. Cliftan Pearsan,
is ondisplay at Troy U niversity.
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African Methodist Episcopal Church
Ninth Episcopal District

The Northwest Alabaoma Annual Conference
Women's Missionary Society 7th Annual Convention
By Claudin etie Puri oy

M embers af the Bettye E: Derrick WS traveled to Birming-
ham, Alabama to: attend the Northwest Alabama Canfer-
ence Women's Missionary Society’s 7" Annual Camvention
an Tuesday, September 6, 2016, 5t. lohn attendess were
joined by sther missionaries throughaut the Minth Episco-
pal District ta report on their accomplishmeants, gleg offic-
ers for the new mnference year, receive their charge and
meet their new Episcapal Supemisar, the Reverend Sherifa
M. Semwright. Thetheme for this occasion was “Gifts Gwvan
by Ged to Serve this Present Age Cheerfulby”

The maorAing began with the Tanner Turner Memarial
where missionanes honored those 14 WS members whao
passed away since their last convention which included Sis-
ter Mable lones McCall. The business session of the Annual
Conferance Institute was alled to order by the Narthwest
Alabama Conference Women's Missionary Society Presi-
demt, Sister Patricia R. Smith. Gresfings were rendered by
Eister Shirley Patterson, WMS President [Allen Chapzi
AMECL Birmingham, AL), Sister Lolita Malls Sshzer (Edith
Minor Area WS}, Sister Ann Sharpe (NW Conference YPD
Director), Sister Djuana Dumcombe-Wilson i9"" District YPD
Directar), Sister Susie Banner | 9% Episcopal District WS
President) and the Reverend 5 herita M. Seawright (3" Epis-
copal District S upemvisor). The minutesfrom the 2015 Annu-
al Conference Insttute were appraved as well asthe treas-
urer's repart, Roll callwas held and delegates were s2ated
in preparation for the elechion of officers. The fallowing
officers were elected forthe 2016 conference year
Fresidemt: Sister PatriciaSmith
1" Wice President: SisterAnita Floyd
2" Vice President: Sister Christime Dillard

Sister Adbyn Thompsan

1™ Vice President:
Recrding Secretary: Sister Dianne Battle
Sister Charlie Bvans

Asst. Recording Secretary:
CorrespondingSecretary:  SisterThomasing Jackson
Sisterangela Giles

Treasurer
YPO Directar: Sister AnnSharpe
Farliamentarnan: Sister Loretta Marhn
Historiographer/Statistidan: Sister Minter
Fromotwon and Missionary Education:

Sister EulaSkanes
Warship Lleader: Sister LueEllen M eCrary
Member At Large: Sister Chewron Weatherly

Workshops were oonduced by the Reversnd Tamara

Penick Yarbrough and former Birmingham Chief of Police
Annetta Munn. The Rewverend Yarbrough prowvided Infar-
mation regarding Alacare Home Health, She stressed the
importance of a health eare direcive which is a legal docu-
ment In which a persan specfies what acions should be
taken for their health i they are no lenger abile to maks
decisions for themsehes because of illness or in@padty.
Miss Nunn is with the Family ¥Wialence Center which is a di-
wision aftheYWECA, She provided chilling sta®shcs regard-
ing domeswt violence and available services at the Family
Winlence Center, She stated that every nine {9) seconds in
the US aweman is assaulted or beaten and that everday in
the US, morethan three women are murdered by their hus-
bands or boyfriends.

The ¥YPD Director and Area Chairpersons provided their re-
ports. We proceeded to the noon worship service where
the Reverend Deborah Peppers of 5t. Paul AMEC, Somotsbo-
ro, delvered the message. The message was enitled, "A
Mind to Wark” and the text was taken from Mehemiah 4:6.
She noted that goals are set you must be praved up; you
must persevers because thers will be challenpes-and oppo-
siton and that sermedames you will need to partner up he-
cause you will nesd assistance. Shefurther noted that from
unexpeded blessingscome unexpeced victories.

Anndal Conference Institute conduded with a late lundh.

The Bvaning Worship Service is- knewn as the Night in
White. The evening was filled with joyful praise and the
keynaote speaker was the Reverend L. Nicole Slater who
seryes as the pastor of Grant Chapel AMEC in Walley
Grande, Alabama. The mescage was entitled, "Won't He Do
It* and the text was taken fram Luke 3:38-33 which tells
how Jesus healed a demon-possessed man. She told of the
restarative nature of Jesus and how He restores us daily but
we haye to do just as lesus asked the demen-possessad
mantodo —Goand tell athers how mueh God has dane for
¥ ou,

The evening concluded with the bestawing af Life Member-
shiptofour membersandthe Missionary Benedicaon.
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Church School Lesson Overview — Cctober 2016

The leson reviews were written by Brother Willie .
Sandifer.

Detaber 2, 2016

Lesson Title: The Radiznee of God's Glary

Lesson Scripture; Hebrews 1

Print: Hebirewrs1:1-9

Bevetional Songs: 25, #2372, and #2435

Key Varse: “TheSon isthe radiance of God's glory and the
exact representawan of his being, sustaining all things by his
powe rful word” [Hebrews 1:3).

This lessan isthefirst in 8 new study unit that aims to show
Jesus’ sowvereignty and superionty overthe entite creafion.
The author ef Hebrews set aut ta reassure cameerts of the
wisdom in accep@ing Christ as Saviar and discourage them
fram turning back to ludaism or to taking up a mixed farm
of Chriswanity and Judaism

Oectober 9, 2016

Lesson Title: Builder of the House

Lesson Scripture: Hebrews 31 Matthew 7:19-29

Print: Hebrews 3:1-6; M atthew 7:24-29

Devetional Songs: 7364, /251 and #243

Key Verse: “lesus has been found worthy of greater honor
tham Moses, just asthe builder of @ house hasgreater hon-
orthanthe house itself (Hebrews 3:3).

This lessan provides a firm attestation to lesus’ superiority
owver everything, This indudes the most revered ancestors
of the Jews, religinus ideals and precepts. We are fortunate
in aur me ta see how the Scriptures in the book of He
brews merge with ©Matthew's sccounts of lesus’ persanal
tesimoniesio lead to a deeper understanding of lesus' su-
pErIaFity.

Oetober 16, 2016

Lessan Title: The Great High Priest

Lessan Seripture: Hebrews 4:-14-5:10

Print: Hebrews4:14-5:10

Devotional Songs: #1112 &7 and #2943

Key Verses: “Therefore, since we have a great high priest

wiha has ascended into heaven, Jesusthe 5Son of God, |et us
hald firmbyto the faith we profess” (Hebrews 4:14),

The scriptural priestheod that stands out the most was that
of Moses brether Aaron, whoem God erdained te mediatz

for lsrael and ofter sacrifices for sins. As pointed out by the
boaok of Hebrews, this was merely a harbinger of the minis-
try of the Great High Priest, Jesus Christ.

October23, 1016

Lessan Title: The High Priest Forever

Lesson Senpture: Helirew 7

Print: Hebirews 7:1-3, 18-28

Tentative Devotianal Songs: #5235 F258 and #243

Key Verse: "Because lesus lives forever, he has a perma
nent priesthood” (Hebrews 7:24) .

Because death made it impossible for them to remain in
office, the Leviwical priesthood had many priests. lesus,
however, lives farewer and holds a never-ending, unchang-
ingpriesthood,

This lesson shows qualies afributable to Jesus Christ, and
the order of Melchzedek, aswell as, other priests of the
Old Testament. These qualimes include a3 servant leader,
commitment to God and ministry to His people, trustwor-
thiness, reliability, and mnWnuity .

Oectober 30, 2016

Lessan Title: Madel of Enduranca

Lesson ScApture; Hebrew 12

Print: Hebirews 12:1-13

Tentathve Devotianal Sengs: #1115 258 and £#243

Key Verse: “Let us runwith perseverance the mce marked
out for us, fixing our eyeson Jesus the pioneerand perfect-
erof fath” (Hebrews 12:1, 3.

Im this lessan, the authar of Hebrews encourages readers to
see how pain and suffering not only serve as discipline:
These condmons also |ead them to spiritual perfechon, The
12" chapter of Hebrews encourages readers to see lesus as
the perfed rale model far enduring the pain and suffering
thatthey will experience as Christian balievers

The autherof the Bible [fustroter and (fuminator suggested
the Hebrew Christians needed to consider Jesus’ persis
tence, or they might become weary and lose heart. Thers
was evidence that atthough they had begun their race well,
they were becomingworn down by opposifion. They need-
gd a reminder that their Saviour endured mere: suflering
than they would 2ver know.
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Go Green !

Reduce Food Waste

How muchfood doyou dispose of becausetha Yuse by date®
has passed ar the food has spolled. Here are-a few fps 1a elim-
inate food waste (and s=ve monsy),

1 Keep pantres organized sathat |t s easy 1o see what you
have stored inthe pantry and eliminate purchasing semething
yau 2lready have,

2. Plan pantry mealsone orfwo days aweek, Theser meals use
ingredients that are'in the pantry, refrgerator and freezer

3. Bven though the unit price |5 sermedmes Righer purchase
small cartainers of foods that vou use infreguenthy.

4. Label carefully faods that are not intheirariginal containers.

5. Place carrot packages on a layer of paper towe s and wrap
celeny in foil 1o extend their |ife.

6. Research which preduce should be stored at raom tempera-
ture Etherthaninthe rafriperatar

Ifyou have “Go Green” fps that youwauld lke te share with
AMEN readers, please emall themta
nedra.medanigi@gmail.com

Thank you for Your Generosity

“The King will reply, Trily I t2ll yau, whotsver you did for ans
af the leost aof these brothers ond sisters of mine, you did for
me " " Matthew 2540

In response to an appeal fram Bishap Harry L Seawright, 51
John members made donations to assist churches and mem-
bers who were impaced by the flooding inthe gh Eplscapal
District [espedally the Baton Rouge, Louisiana area). Thank
you forthe sacifidal offerings that you shared. A= a result, 5t.
lohn donasted 52,500 ta thisrelief eflort

Technology Tip

By Rlcarde Willlams

Mobile Apps for Parents

Farents pften find themselves an the go. Whether it be an
gducanon event, sparts, af just & Tamily aulng there is
abways something that-hag to ba dene The nesd may be 3
babysitter or diapers deliverad for the parents with new-
berns.There may be-a need to conneact with kids' coaches,
otherparents track kids' achviti s on their devicgsor sven
conned with kids’ teachers, Well, nowadays there are mo-
bile appethat can be used for all af thess. This arode sd-
dresses some of the mobile-appsthat @n e used ta assist
with same af theze achviies.

First, take 3 laak-at Pumpic. Fumpic allews parentste Keep
up with hids achvmes on their |phoneg; |pad, Ipod-and An-
drojd dewvices. By uUsing Pumplic: ane. @n menitar their
online acivity, social apps and even track their GPS Ioce
wan remetely, Alang with these features, parents can alka
blech SME mniaining et words, Timit the ameunt of tExt
messages beingsent and block inappropriste web sources
and applicatons:

Meawxt, |loolk at Simply Circle, Simply Cirde is 3 free maokiie
app thatallews parenms with kids inschoolto connect with
ather parents that may be m ther child's class, en their
sportsteam oreven connect with other family members
Many-schaele-ars nowt using Simply Circle ta keep mem-
bers.of the FTA ar PTD updated with annoiuncemeant s with-
aut having tn ai=nd repularly accurring mMesAngs. Simphy
Circle capn ' also be used 1o crgate 3 privete sports team
group that will allow coaches to send QuT SnROUNCEMETtS,
events, documentsand photoste parents

The first two apps mentoned provide secunty on apps for
kids-and the abifity ta interact ar, become invalved with
their kid's schoal. A third app, 1P assward for families will
allow parents tostare passwardsfarthingssuch as Netflix,

S AL AT ANF BT oA
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Several Online Giving
Options are Available

PayFal™, Gielify and Pop Money are three opions that ars
avallable to denate alecronicallyto5t. lahn,

Yau may use the PayPal Mobile

3 il H e

App or desktop version of FayPal™

Pay.PaI to make donatons. By entering

stjohnameh@aol.com in the “TO:X"

field. If the PayPal™ acmunt is
linked ta your bank account, specify “Famil and Friends” as
the type of donalion, This results in no fees being charged
farthe donation.

: £ ] A recent addimion to the onling
G.Uel! | giving oplions is Givelify Mobils
i Giving. Install this App an your
smart phone-and select 5t. John's

AME Church as the arganizaton to which yoau desire to do-

nate. For faster access for future contributions, mark 5t.
dohnasyour“Home Church.”

Both PayPal™ ‘and Giwvelify can be accessed frem the 5t.
lalinwebsite, stjphnamehsv.arg

Most banking insmtutions offer the PopMoney option to
custarmers who use thair online banking feature. PopMaon-
ey transfers funds directly frem are bank/bank account 1o
another. In the PopMoney setup, specfy you are sending
funds to stjohnameh@aol.cam. This is an excellent way to
cantribute i your wthe/offering is the same each maonth
because this can be set up as 3 rERcurring transachan,

Talk tathe treasurer if you have questons. Online giing is
eagyl

AME Proud

A part of Mother Bethel AME Church

will be an display in the new African

American Museum by the Smithsanian!

Anold pew (from semewhere between
17594-1841) is en laan to the museum, Accarding 1o histark
ans, the founders of the AME Church'sat on this pawas they
wiorshipped on the oldest parcel af land confindously held by
Black peaple in America:

FAMEFROLU D,

Church School Book Club

Septembar 21016 Discussion Date September 17, 2016

10:00 AWM . — 1130 A6,
T the Wil Runs Dy Lauren Francis-Sharma, September
2015

Oewober 2016 Diseussion Date: Oetober 15, 20 16
10-00 A M. — 1130 A
Stond Your Gound, Widaria Chastapher Murray, 2015

A black tesnage boy is dead. A white man shot-him. Was he
standing hisgrmund arwas it-murder?

lanice Johnson is [wing svary black mother's nightmares.
Herseventeen-year-old son was murdered and the shoaoter
hasnot keen arrested. Can the DA and the police betrust-
edto investigste and dothe rfight thing2 Should Janicetake
advantage of the publicoutcry and jain Werhusband alang
side the angry protestors whe are out for revenge?

Merzdith Spencer i mamied to the man accused af the
lillimg-and she sees hier hushand and the stuation with far
mare clarity than amyone realzez. What she knows eould
blow the case wide open, but what will that mean for her
life-and that of her son? Will she. have the courage to came
forward in, Wme s that juskce can be dane?

#1 national bestselling and award-winning authar ¥igoria
Christopher Murray's Stand Yeur Groung i5 a pulse
pounding meditation on race] motherhaod, marriage, and
vigilante juswoe that will havea readers spellbound umd s
shockipg end.

Technology Tip

By Foarda Williams

P it e oo e A0

the garzge door code, er WIF 5o that ane has 3 central
place to keep up with the many passwords to devices, ap-
plicatans or even home automation tools. To ensure users
infarmanon iy securewhan using 1P assward, &n encrypion
mechanism (sused 1o protec sensitive infarmatan.

Incondusion, there are: many mablleapps for igphonz ar
Andreld ysers that will Jllewthem to track and manage
dajly activiies. Please ke careful when using mabile apps,
@ll are not safs, Akrays checkthe reviews and comments of
otherusers before downloading-mobils apps.
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St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
- 229 Church Street .5 Postage

: 3 PA&ID
Humisville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256 534-3265 Fermit No. 240

Return Service Reguested

Fmail:  §oonmme nSsoloom
Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE
The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop
. The Pevermmd Sherita Seawrght, EpEcopal Supe re Eor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder
The Reverend MMaure Wnght [, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

7TH SESS10NM OF THE ALABANA RIVER REGION ANMUAL COMFERENCE
Tuesdoy, Qorober4d, 2016 — WM E Annuol Convention
Wednesdoy — Saturdoy, October 58, 2016 — Buszsinzsss, Traning & Worship
St. Paul AME Church, Montgomery

TTH SE5510M OF THE MORTHEAST ALABANMA ARNNUAL COMNFEREMNCE
Tuesday, Dctobear 11 2016 — WAS Annual Canvention
Wednesdoy — Saturdoy, Ootober 12-15; 2016 — Business, Training & Warship
Washingion Chapel AME Church, Tuskegee

TTH SESSION OF THE S0UTHWEST ALABANA ANMNUAL COMFERENCE
Tussdoy, Dotober 18, 2016 — WIS Annual Convention
Wednesdoy — Soturday, Octaber 19— 22, 2016 — Business, Training & Wirﬂu'p
St Paul AME Church, Mobile

PRE-FLENARY MEETING—Wednesday, Navember 3, 2016
PLEMARY MEETING—Nawember 10—12, 2016

Thaot O you confess with wour mouth, “lesusis Lord, ¥ ond belizve in your heart

INDNIC that Gad rofsed him from the deod, you will be soved, Romans 109
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ST. JOHN —

A.M.E .Newsterer &

| 56 John Afrcan Methodist Episcapal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama
| Volume 21 Issue 10 October 2016

September 2016
st. Jahn Family,

It is with great joy that | greet you in the matchless name of Jesus, On behalf of our entire
family, | would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation for such a wonderful
and wam welcaome. Please know that we are excited to be a part of the family.

For more than 130 years, this church has been a beacon of llght in the Huntsville area as
well as the connectional church. | am so humbled to be a part of the rich legacy of pastors
that has led this congregation; fram the Reverend Dr. William H. Councill, to the legendary
Feverend Or. Homer McCall, to the immediate past pastar, the Reverend Dr. Patriclk Clay-
born. | am grateful to stand on the shoulders of glants and pray that God will gQive me the
vision and strength ta work diligently to further the mission and ministry.

Family, as we ook to a glarous future, | salicit your prayers and your suppart. Over my 20
yvears af ministry, | have come to leam that we are greater together than we are apart.
Let's all recommit ourselves to work in unity for the good of the church, As we seek to
minister to this community, | pray that God will enlarge our territory, | pray that the peaople
who came in contact with this church will feel the presence of God and our heartfelt wel-
come. | pray that lives will be changed, families made stronger and that ministry will breal
forth. Please join in with me as we pray for this "NEW SEASCON" to which God has
brought us.

As we settle in the area, know that the Reverend Jaretha and | make ourselves available
to each of you as we seelk to serve this great congregation. | have come to adopt a simple
slogan, "If you need me, just call me " 8t. Jahn, you are in my canstant thoughts and pray-
ers and | pray thatyou feel the same level of excitement and anticipation.

Yours In Christ,
. =

The Rewverend Maurice Wright
Servant Pastar




The fast doy to Egister ond be ohi= to vote in the November 8", Prasidentiol Hection s, October 247,
For any slection, the l=st day to registerto vate ar update yourveter registranen (5 the 150 day prierie ths slschan

The last day 1o apply for an Absentes Ballot for the November 8", Presidentizl Blection is November 3, 2015, -
Absentes Ballat Applicavons for the November elechion can be abtained from M EvaSmith, Mr, EddisSherrad or i s
Barbarg Jahnson eranlipz 3t alabamavet2sgaw

Mead pour vwoiing nohts mstored, contoct {ire- Alice Somsof 258 A5-1328

Ewery vote counts!

Voting infoermaten can be found 2t alabamavates gov (the gate of Alabama’s nﬁmlwﬂﬂﬂ} 5" L
Irf ormation on the siteinchides: B e

Electmnicwoter regist rafian and registratan, farms

Venficaton of registration and identfmuon of palling place

Sample ballots (Bean nformed vatar, rmi the rhndldatu']ndam!ﬂdmh.rﬂfhlﬁuﬂnw

gotothe polls) - T
rbsentes voung -
filitary and overseasvater sepdies

Comact the church office  you have any questions regarding voRnginihe

2016 general elecian ar need transpariainn e the pﬂ_]ll. &

_ your VOTE
NS is your VOICE
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Encourage
By PRaulette Bargon

“Therefare encourage one another and build each ather up,
just as infact you are deing.” 1Thessalonians 5:11

| was leawing my local Dollar 5tore one day and a lirtle girl
handed me: a sicky note that she had written. It sald “Gad
Lewves You!™ K really touched my heart because | was not in
the bestof moods that day. Ithought, God will aheays |5t you
know that He is watching and He will send some form of en-
couragement, even when it i5 not spected. OH, | forget to
tellyou that the little girl was deaft

Do you know someonewho is an encourager? That is a persan
who will lift you up when you are down. They will motivate
you to keep going when you want to give up and they will
stand with yau in evary challenge. | am lucky to have someang
like that-in my life. He is always there for mie We all need
somebody in our |ives to encourage us; howewver, we also
rneed to encourage others. There are peaple all around us who
are discouraged and need 3 word of comfort; An act ef kind-
ness could make a great difference to your friend, family
memberara stranger's life.

Let your children-or that specal sameane knew how much
you lowva them, especially if you have not told them lately,
Foint out your child's accomplishments and reward them,
Comfart and assurethem when they need it. Hug them.

Take a mealto that eldedy neighbor orto that person who is
recuperating from an.illness or loss of a loved one. Accompa
my them to @ medical appaintment when you know they are
going alone. Encourage with scripture and prayer or just be
there to listen. Send cards or Bowers. You can give someons
asincera campliment. Say thankyou to that store clerkor res
taurant worker, tell them hew much you efjoyed their ser-
wice. Smile, Smile, Smile. These are just afew examples af en-
couraging others. | am sureyou know a lot more, just take 3
litfle fime outto inspire someone or cheer them up. We could
make a rernarkable difference in someone’s life and give them
a glimpse af Christ as we fallow His example of caompassion
and kindness.

The Holy Spirit manifests through us qualities we could never
produce surselves

“Lowe, joy, peace, padence, kindness, gpodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, sef-control® Galawans5:22-23,

Please entourage sameone to vete! |

Find a Need
and Fill It

BiChnikie Bioole

Asa Ehrlhin He ?nu nmelmuaslt, "Lisrd, hilp ITIE. t:l find
‘a need and#ill it

Immediately, our enfire being, :urwhﬂle body recevesthe
‘answer, Wemave, Weaa. We hurr||r!r.n the beadside of a
chrenically ill friend. We offar a smila ora prayer. Wesend
a2 cand to abereaved friend, we bake a cake or send flowers.
‘We are empowered by the infinite loveof our Savior, Jesus
Christ: We are carrisd on our way with joy,-and we know
'|:ha‘|: na matker how difficult the achon rnlg;ht b, wWE mave,
nmwd by the powerful presence of the Haly Spirit 1hﬂ

‘sTs Usto meve.

We respond :|_IJTE|:I|'}‘ to agry fpr.hElE from a Tamily mqrnh-_li,'r
plunged into the grips of grief for 2 siklingor a keloved child
carned imo the arms of God. We faithfully go thers putting

away Bur Rwn nuds,, sharin g,gr'Tnf nﬂu[ng;nhc: and mm-

fort.

We perfarm because we are filled with the divine light of
aur Savior, energzed and grateful that our presence has
helped and we can see that our presence has made 3 differ-
ence before nuru:rf.u?ﬂ'

Yeu are imviied to make g difference before the very eyesof
those who gather for faad fram the St John “Saup Kitchen”
twite manthly. Ta many, this presence can be ag h=art-
warming as & smile and gentle touch. This may bethaanly
kindness they ses that day.

Please:-come onthe T and #""Tu:id_-y of-sach month tofll
adireneed asthis minisiry feeds those whe come. Valun-
teers and donations are ahways enmauraged and appredat-
gd, Please ses Sister Pearlean Myhand and Sister Magala
P E_up.la stovolunteerarm aks = donafan.

"'I'h!n!f:lra | urge yau, brethran, by the mercles of God, 1o
pre lun! your hnﬂlii Ihingand haly ﬂ[ﬂit!, accaptable to
God, which |syour lp{r[‘tua[!!wf:e af worship.”
Remans 12:1
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Autism Spectrum Disorder is New Diagnosis for Several Conditions
By Bridpet ). Flnpd . Ph.D.. Clinical Prycho b ist

October is the month to focus on Mental llness Awareness:
Sevaral key dates emphasize mental health/illness natanal
b and internationally. These dates are as follows:
Mental lliness Awareness Weaek October 5—159, 2014
Nawanal Depression Screening Day Octaber 6, 2016
World Mental Health Diay October 10, 2018

Since vanous types of depression have been featured in
previous-arlides, the foous in this instance will be Aul'sm
Spectrum Disorder, Depression is often 3 component of
this condian howewer.

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is 3 complex neurndevel
opmental/psychalopgical disarder that'is typically diagnosed
in childhood, but it is present throughout the person’s [ife.
The condition can be managed (not curzd), typically by mul
wdiscplinary interventions. There are a range of symptoms
and the severty of the condioan can rangz fram mild to
severe. Impairment can ocour in social, acoupatonal, eme-
fional, educational and other areas of funchioning.

The new terminolagy, Autism S pectrum Disarder, was intra-
duced by the Diagnostic and Statsocal Manual of Mental
Disorders, Fifth Ediran (D5M-5), which is published by the
American Psychiatric Associafion. Seweral disorders now
fall under this new terminology (ASD) and the term
“spectrum” suggests the differermwal in terms of severity
ranging from Autsm, Asperger's Disorder or Syndrome,
Childhood Disintegrative Disorder and Fervasive Develop-
mental Disorder Not Dtherwise Specitied (POD, NOS). As
pergers Disorder/Syndrome is sl used at #mes when re
ferringtothe less severs/milder end af the spectrum.

Mare children are being diagnosed with ASD. It s undear
whether this is due to 3 true increase or improvemeant in
idermrfying and diagnosingthe condion. It is found more
often in boys than girls. There are notests for the condifion
itself. Typically the report of symptoms, family history, and
otherfacars help with dizgnosing ASD. Social, emofional,
behavioral, educatonal funchioning and somelmes ommu-
nicaion and intellecual funchioning are impacted. Each
child may be efleaed in different/individual ways depend-
ing anthe symptams that are present in a parmcular child,

Symptoms may be deteded as early as the first few months
or years of life. The infant or toddler may not like to be
held er cuddled. An older child might prefer to play alone.
There: may be delayed speech and poor develapment in

speech or after speech develops arthey might be werbally
expressive and relate well with older individuals, including
adults, There may be an unusual rhythm ortone whenthe
person speaks. They may repeat words or phrases ar mimic
sounds that they hear. They may engage in repetave be
haviars fram rockingto hand flapping. They may speak ex-
tensively an-a topic that is of interestto them. They may
make poor eye contact. Often times these children prefer ta
have a mutine and may read ta dhanges inthat routneg —
the range being fram annoyed ta hawving tantrums. They
may engage in head-banging or ather self-injurious beha-
igrs. There may be odd movementsthat include walking in
aspecialway suchas ontheirtoes arthey might be clumsy.

These youngsters may be sensiive to light, saunds, touch
They may avaid certain foods or preferfoods and eat those
to the exclusion of others. They may have trouble focusing
their attention ar may be intensely focused, especially on
favorite topics or interests, These youngsters may exper-
ence armdiety due to changs, & new or social stuation, or
they may generally feel amious. They might experience
emotonal distress or depressive symptoms.

This might be treated by prescibing an antdepressant ta
addressthe deprassive and/eranxiety symptoms oran anfi-
psycioBcio regulate mood or manage extreme behaviors.
Peychotherapy @n help to address mood, ansiety, behavw-
ioral issues, This =n include behawvior management and
aiding in improved social and family funcWioning.  Family
thermpy to aid family members in understanding the diag-
nasis, symptoms behaviors, and how to help their child im-
prove. CAomimodatons in educattonal setongs @n be
beneficial. The youngster might be best served by having
special education or accommadations, and/or they might
benefit. fram having advanced/gifted dasses. The range of
cognitive/intellectual funcianing might range fram meantal

retardaiionto above average intelligenceto savant ) genius
level inthe educalonal setbing or in creative/artisli c areas.

Occupational therapy can be helpful not anly with move
ment and cosrdinaton but also with ematon regulahan.

There is evidence that eardy identficafion and imtervention
can be wery beneficial, One should seek evalustion and
treatment by a pedistriclan, psychologist, or psychiatrist
who hastraining/experience intregwngthis particular disor-
der. There-are children wha might be misdiagnosed due to
the wide range of symptoms and the camplexity af the dis
order. There are also specialty centers that woark with chil-
dren “on the specrun”
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2016

The lessan reviews were writien by Brother Kenneth Par-
hiam.

MNovember & 2016

Lesson Title: Everything is Brand New

Lesson Scripture: Revelaton 21:1-8

Print: Revelawon 21:3-14 22-27

Bevetienal Sangs: #3565, 272, and #243

Key Werse: "He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death
will be ne more; mauming and erying and pain will be no
mare, for the first things have passed away” (Revelation
214

Irthis l2sson, Apostle John revesls God's plan and promise
to lve among man. For thosewho made itthrough the pe
riod of trials and tribulatons, the defeat of Satan and the
day of Judgement, Gad plans for the present earthly world
and heavens ara then completad.

In chapter 21, John described in his vision a new heaven
and new earth. It was relayed that Ged would send down a
Holy City, a new lerusalem where God Himself would cherell,
Johnm described this city as being like'a bride adorned for her
husband. The vislon alse describes a perfea world where
God consales the individual by wiping tears away and assur-
ing man thatthere will b2 no more sarraw, pain, or death.
God will provide water from the springof life to those that
made it through the judgement as victorious and to those
that did not make it, God will banish them te a second
death inthe lake of fire and suffur,

The Living Appiicatian Study Bible summarizes this lesson as
follows: “.Just as God finished the warks of cesfion
(Genesis 2:1-3 and Jesus completed the works of redemp-
twon (John 19:30), so the Trinity will complete the enfite
plan of salvation by inviting the redeemed into the new cre-
amon.”

MNovember 13, 2016

Lesson Title: | 5ee a MNew lefusalem

Lessan Seripture: Revelatton 21:5%27

Print: Revelaton 21:3-14, 23-27

Devotional Songs: This Little Light of Mine, #251 and # 243
Key Verse: “| saw no temple in the dty, for tstemple isthe
Lard God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no
need of sun armoonto shine an it, farthe glory of God its
light, and its lamp isthe Lamb.” (Revelation 21:22-23).

Apostle lohn confinued to describe the Haly City as shown
1o him by an angel in @ vision. The Holy City is ssen de-
sczndingfrom heaven, The Haly Ciy was described as be-
ing dear bright jasper. The wall af the dty was surroundad
by zwall great and high, The wall comained twehe gates
puarded by an angel st =ach gate, A name was inscribed an
each gate. The mames were those of the twele tribes of
Israel. The scripture 2lsa noted that the wall was buil an
twelve foundations. Each foundaton contained one afthe
names of thetee e discples:

lahn cantinued by indicafing that although expeced, thers
was no temple in the middle of the Holy City, The ity did
not heve need of sun or moan for Goed Almighty and the
Lamb would bz the temple and the light seurceforthe Hoby
City. Mawons will wallk by its light and therewill be no night,
Kings of nabons as well as people will bring their praises
inta the Holy City by the gates that will newver be closed. h
is noted that only those in the Book of Lfs may enterinto
the city

The Living Applicotian Study Bide commentad that the de
scripiion of the Haly City defies descripiion and that beligw-
grs will not be disappointed 1t alsa noted that the twelve
trikes af |srael and the twehe disciples, noted in the visian,
reprasented the faithful frem the old testament and the
church of the new testament; both, beheving Jews and Gen-
fles living & faithful if= will Ive together in the new earth.
It is also noted thatinthe new Holy City, a temple [primary
place of worshipl is not nesded due to the physical pras
ence of God living amongs Hizs peaple. Finally, the anky
stpulaiion for emenng inta the city s that ene must be
listed inthaBook af Life.

Mevembear 20, 2016

Lessan Title: Life and Healing

Lessen Scnpture: Revelawon 22:1-7

Print: Revela®on 22:1-7

Devotional Songs: #4132, #77,; and 243

Key Verses: “Then the angel showed me the river of the
wiater of life, bBright as aystal Alewing from the throne af
God and ofthe Lamb.” [Revelation 22:1).

Apostle John relayed the vision of seeingwhat isinthe new
city through the eyes of an angel. The reviewer noted a
summary documented in Matthew Henry's Commentary,
Thewriter gives a descriphve narrative of howthe new Holy
City, a New Garden of Eden, contrasisto.the famer Garden

FL oAl el daF panngee M
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2016

AL el v g A

of Eden {Genesis), Some of the points noted below ofer a
view that God again out-performed Himself behich is hard
to comprehend since GOD is perfeciion). One may specu-
late that the determining factor for the success of the new
Garden isthat of God's presence,

Godandthe Lamb arethe fountain head forthe river of
water of life. Al springs of grace, comfort, and glary,
are in God; and all that streams from Him isthrough the
mediaton af the Lamb.

This tree af life is fed by the pure waters of the river
that comes from the throne of God. The presence and
pedections of Gad furnish all the glory and blessedness
of heaven.

The fruifulness of Tree of Life- The Tree af Life brings
farth many sorts of frut —btweive; suited to the refined
tasie of all the saints. Thistree is never Empty, never
barren; there is akways fruit upon it. In heaven there is
nat anly a variety af pure and sansfying pleasures, but a3
continuance of them, and always fresh. The fruit is not
only pleasant, but wholesame.

God appointsthe leaves of the Tree of life with health
sustaining power- The presence of God inthe new city
will ensure the health and happiness of the saints there
they willfind in Hima remedy forall their fammer malz=
digs, and are praserved by Him in the most healtiful
and vigorous state.

The perfect freedorn of this paradise from everything
that is evil - There shall be no maore curse; no accursed
ane {no serpent as there was inthe earthly paradise.
The devil has nothing to do there; he cannat draw the
saints fram serving God to be subject te himself, as he
did our #irst parents;, nor can he sa much as disturb
them inthe service aof God.

The supreme happingss of this paradisiaml state -
There the saints shall see the face of God; there they
shall enjoy the beautiful vision. God will ;own them; as
having His seal and name on theirforeheads. They shall
reign with Him forever, their service shall not only be
freedam, but honor and deminion:

All this shall be with perfed knowledge and joy - They
shall be full of wisdem-and comfort, continually walking

in the light of the Lord; andthis not for-a@wme, but for-
ever-and ever,

MNovember 27, 2016

Lessan Title! Frem Beginning to End

Lesson Scnpture: Revelaton 22:8-21

Print: Revelzation 22:12-21

Tentative Devational Songs: #364; #258 ; and #3243

Key Verse: “| amthe Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end” (Revelawon 22:13).

Apostle lehn reiterated, in veérses 12-15 who God is and
the purpose of His coming— to swiflly bring rward to thoke
who have bheen faithful as well as to.the non-belisvers. To
tha faithful whose names are in the Beak of Lfe God will
welcame each individual inta the Hely City by the gates 1o
dwezll and 1o eat of the Tres of LUfe. Te the unbehsvers,
God's reward to those will be outside af the Holy Ciy and
lhas been noted as the semond death in Revelaoon 21:8.

Inwerses 16 and 17, lesus [dentlied Himselfto the namons
a5 being the root and offspring of David and with that intro-
duction, the Holy Spint and the church extend an invita@on
tothose who hear Hisveice, to those who are thirsty and to
those who wish to take the water of life a5 a gifi to come
and receve eternal salvation

Werses 18 and 19 provided warningsto amyonewho embel-
lishes ar detracs from what is writen in the scriptures for
their awn bensfit Tothes former, God will send plagues as
pupishment and to the latter, God will tale away that per-
san's share of the Tree of Life.

John closed this book of prophecy by attesting to what he
hiad witnessed by inviting Goed's plan to come to pass and
gxtended the benedichon; that may the grace of lesus
Christ be wath uz all

Chureh Sehaal meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m,

There are classes for all ages. Church School provides a sel-
id Bbiblical foundaton far children and adults. |nclude
afiending Church School as part of your Sunday waorship
experignce. Mr, Willie Sandiferisthe Church SchoolSuper-
intendent, Contac himfarmore information about Church
Schoal
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Health Corner:
Sugary Drinks Impact Health

By Martha Smith, . N

The Waorld Health Organizaton recommends onsuming no
more than six (6 teaspoons of sugar per day, One single can of
cola excesdsthis recommenda®on because it cantains ten (10
teaspoons of sugar. The nutriional facts onthe can of soda list
the sugar in grams. The translawon of sk (B} teaspoons of sug-
arto gramsis 2 prams. Une can of Coca-Cala is 33 grams.

Research by the Harvard School of Public Health conduded

consumpion of sugary beverages [1-2 cans per day) increases
the risk of dewveloping type 2 diabeties.

The amde "How Com Cola aflects your body when you drink
it hitpy e medicalnewst oday.com/ariicles/297600.p h
(October 3, 2016) provided the above stawsiics and provides a
detailed analysis of the negative heath eflects of sugary drinks,
with emphaszis on Coca-Cola.

r;:-;.:r;:_r'_' Pastor’s Aid Bake Sale Planned

Sunday, November 20, 2016

afterd am. and 1050 am. services

This is'an excellent fime to get your
Thanksgiving baked goods.

AME Proud

The new editor of The Chrissan Recorder,
Mr. Jahn Thamas |||, announced the revised
amail digest of Chriction Réoorg-
ar [TCRY, Since 1852, TCR has served as the
officdal newspaper of the African Methodist

Bhweekly emails will be sent to subscribers

The

Episcapal Church.
with selected aricles from The Christion Aecorger,

“Breaking Mews" bullefins will be issued in consulta@on with
the Office af the General Secretary/ Cl0O.

Complete ithe subscrApfon farm at
thechrisoanretorderuss.lit-manapgel.omsubscribe?

W=E223b030 20 12k 3deh 33) eab fid=105084ceade

the eledronicversion af The Christan Reomordar

bt

10 TEcEiE

For the complete paper, please purchasa. a primt subscripion
framthe AMECSundayScheel Union.

Technology
Tip

By Ricarde Williarms

Understanding Device Extended Warranty

As people e some form of eléctronic device on = daily
basis whether @ be alaprop, smartphone desktap, or som=
farim af @ tablet, they afien do not keap up with the war-
ranfies. Nowadays, every devics that |5 purchased coames
with sgme type of mapufadurer's warranty ar the apbon
to buy an extend=d warranty. YWhen a shopper purchases &
few smartphons TY or laptop 'there is & Ivigh thance that
the sales person will effer an extended warmamy,. Be-aware
af the pressure thatthe ssles parsan may be under 1o sell
you a8 wammanty, Before deciding te purchase an estended
wiarranty, it is highly recemmended te chetk whether the
device iz already coverad or net within the mamufadirer's
wiarranty, Although most produds have a manufadurer's
warranty, the reliabilty of 8 product lasing = longfme i3
ligher than normal due t6 product compefiveness. Have-
eEwer, itis widely known that most people fesl more cam-
fartable knowing that they are covered with an extended
warranty, The-queition &t hand s whather it l8warth it to
hawe-an =it ended warranty

When |t comes to an extended warranty, an Issue 1o Keep
in'mind iseventhoughthe purchaser may hav e an extend-
ed yvearranty , the warranty may not covertheissue encoun-
teredwith the device: It simpertant to be sximmely care-
ful @nd read =actly what is cevergd within the stended
wiarranty. It has been a lnown fack that afier a device is
repaired; most peaple are noat sasied withihe experience
af the extznded warEmy, Alsa, most people wihe have
tried to use their extended wamranty, offen express how
they may have hadto warn an hold far long periods of fims
to betald by &tech rep that thers imay e notrace of their
contract: Affer the watliing pgrod, mamy people are told
that the demage described nthe daim iz from the user ar
awner the device. Again, it |5 another pain poimt af an 2x-
tended warmﬁty

We anall get araund buying an sxtended warranty by re-
searching the device prior to purchasing Almays check the
reviews of the product before purchasing. Most peaple
that have ad & bad edperience with a poduct will mest
likghy leave a review, |n conclusion, 1t (5-Highly recommend-
gd to sstablish an emergency savings for a faulty devics
and not purchase an averpriced edtended wamanty.

October II1E Pape 7




Several Online Giving
Options are Available

PayFal™, Gielify and Pop Money are three opions that ars
avallable to denate alecronicallyto5t. lahn,

Yau may use the PayPal Mobile
App or desktop version of FayPal™
to make donatons. By entering
stjohnameh@aol.com in the “TO:X"
field. If the PayPal™
linked ta your bank account, specify “Famil and Friends” as

;;yPaf

Account is

the type of donalion, This results in no fees being charged
farthe donation.

Givell

AME Church as the arganizaton to which yoau desire to do-
nate. For faster access for future contribufions, mark 5ti.
dohnasyour“Home Church.”

A recent addimion to the onling
giving oplions is Givelify Mobils
Giving,
smart phone-and select 5t. John's

Install this App on your

Both PayPal™ and Givelify m@mn be accessed from the 5t.
lalinwebsite, stjphnamehsv.arg

Most banking insmtutions offer the PopMoney option to
custarmers who use thair online banking feature. PopMaon-
ey transfers funds directly frem are bank/bank account 1o
another. In the PopMoney setup, specfy you are sending
funds to stjohnameh@aol.cam. This is an excellent way to
cantribute i your wthe/offering is the same each maonth
because this can be set up as 3 rERcurring transachan,

Talk tathe treasurer if you have questons. Online giing is
eagyl
2017 Prison Ministry Volunteer

Training Schedule
DATE LOCATION

Harteelle Chur hof Chret
FO05. Sparlrman 5t.f Harkse lle, AL 35 640

Moy 5, A6, 90033 . m.

Dec. 3, 2006, 900 3. m. Bridge Buiders Church Imtermation|

1800 Beltlime Road [ Decatur, AL 35 600

Bn 3 27,5100 3 m. Lindsay Lame Baptst

1300 Liredsay Llape / Athers, AL 35613

Church School Book Club

Cciober 2016 Discussion Dater Octaber 15, 216
a0:00 AWM —121:30 A0,

Stond Your Grouwnd, Vigaria ChAstapher M urray, 2015

MNovember 2016  Discussion Dawe: Movember, 19 2016

10-00 AM.— 1130 A

Lb==n af Ketwe: One Girl's TRumphant Potfi fo Bacoming o
Chess Chaompion. Tim Crothers, September 2016

The “astanishing” [The Neiw' York Times Book Review) and
*inspirational” [Shalf Aworeansss) true story of Phiana Mot e
si—ateenage chess pmdigyfram the slums af Uganda,

One day in 2005 while searching for foad, ninesyear-old
Ugandan Phiona Muies follewed her brother to 3 dusty
warandawhere she met Robert Katenda.

Katende, 3 war refugestumed missionary, had an improba:
ble dream: to empower kids Tn the Kabkye slum thraugh
chess—a game 5a foreign there is no word for it in their
nabive language. Laying a chess board in the dirt, Rabert
began to teach, At first children came for 3 Tree bowl af
porridge, but many grew to love the game that—like their
daily lives—requires persevering against: great shstacles: Of
these kids, one girl staad out as an immense talent: Phiana.

By the age of eleven Phiona was her count iy’ s juniar cham-
plan, and at fifteen, the national champian Mow a Waman
Candidate Master—the first female atled player in her
country’'s  histopy—Phiana dreams of becoming =
Grandmaster, the mos elite level in cheass. Hut 1o reach
that goal, she must grapple with everyday lifein one of the
world's most unstable countries. The Queen of Kotwe s 3
“remarkable” [NPR) and “riveting” (New Yok Post) book
that shows how “Phigna's story transcends the [imitafians
pfthe chess board” (Robert Hess, US Grandmastar) .

- Ammazan

] your VOTE
is your VOICE
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November 2016

1200 pm
-
B0 pm
Bl Stidy

B:00 m.rm. Wovship
F43m.m,
Churc h & hoo|
1050 es.m. Worhip
Ty e e By

o:aam.
FIy-P iz Mee g
B100 F.I11.
Crincim | Boaind

I e F e il

§.00 p.m.
Steaa etz Boa b kit

Ta 14 13

8:00 mm. Worshap 113 08.m-100 pm

F43am SO0UF BEITCHEN
Churc h 5 hool

1050y Wosship
S Horeest Service B0 p.m
WIFChar P= hErma)

#ioon Frayes Call

27

1120m.m-100 pm.
SO ETCHEN

H:00 .. Worship
5438,
Churc b 5c hoal

1G530n.m, Worship Hoon P reyes Dol

xT gle
B:00 mrm. Wawchip Hoan Fagarcall
S43am.
Churc v 5c kool
10508 m. Worzhip

200 = . Lizvne Fenat

Chikren's Cholr Rere arral
Nidam.

10 12

2308.m
- D Mhi':r'f

500p.m, 1030
El:F:II:hner:I':uull SKAEN ST Meenng

[ Hinth Bistrict Plhnning Meeting— Bir ming la m. 4L

17 18 i3

230m.m
Cence Mnitry
Eﬂ_EF'm
WP ChairAieearal

B0 pm
I+ e Chorne
Femennai

Chikrer s Chdr Rerearral
Hiam,

28

9308.m
- Dance MinE Ty

™ Heppy
Jer i e 47 i

PRAYER for the MONTH Hesvenly Father, tlank vou for lovieg & fo much that You gaes Your only Son that we might hav'e eterml life.
LEe s in Yoursern ke sach day s b that You might be ploifed. n esis” name. Amen,

Sonpture for the Month— “For Gad so leved the world that he gave his‘only Son, sotlEte® o who believes in kim ray not per

Eh but may have etermallife.” lohn 316 [NPESY)
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St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
. 229 Church Street .5 Postage

: 3 PA&ID
Hursville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

F-mail:  1oonmme nEsolcom
Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE
The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop
. The Pevermmd Sherita Seawrght, EpEcopal Supe re Eor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder
The Reverend MMaure Wnght [, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

October 17, 2016 Lay Organizamon Meenng 600 p.m.

October 18, 2016 Southwest Alabama Annual Canference WMS Convention

October 1% 22, 2016 TthSession of the Southwest AlabamaAnnual Conference
5t. Paul AME Church, Mabile, Alabama

October 31, 2016 Fall Festval, 5 pm -7 pm

Movember 5, 2015 LOVE FEAST, 8 am.

Movember & 2016 Daylight 5avings Time ends; fall back one hour,

MNovember 8, 2016 Election Day
Movember 8, 2015 Minth Distnct Pre-plenary Meeting, Daniael Paynz Community Plazo
November 10-12, 2015 Ninth Distnct Flenary Meeting, Doniel Payne Community Plozo

Novermber13, 2016 L0+ Auxiliary Hamest Service

Thot if you confess with yowr mouth, "lezsusis Lord, ¥ ond belisve in your heart
that God roized him from the dead, you will be soved Romons 1008

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN —

A M E Newstermer &

| 56 John Afrcan Methodist Episcapal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama
Volume 21 Issue 11 November 2016

Greetings, My Beloved 5t John Family:

Once again itisa pleasureto greet you in the Joy of Jesus!

This is the season of thanks During this season, a day called Thanksgiwing is set aside where Tamilies and
friends gather to givethanks, to refl ect over the pasyear, to express love and care for each other, and to share
ameal But more importantly, thisis a day where we remember how great our God is and thank Him for His
continued protection and provision

For those who have been blessed to know tha dl we are and all we have is because of the generosity of God,
every day i5 a day of thanksgiving Each day we must ghie God thanks for grace and mer oy which He gives us
rew every marning Within His grace and mercy is evervthing we need for [fe and living: 5o, thanks be to aur
God for who He is, and for what He is doing in our [wes right now, Because we trust Him, we thank Him for
wha Heis going to do.

Mow as we prepare to enter into this Advent season, the time of year when we focus on the coming of Christ
o the world, let us be so thankful for His coming The Bible expresses that Jesus came to safe His people
from their sins. Thanks beto God for Jesus Christ, the Redeemer, who cameto pay the sin debtfor all of us

5t John, | am grateful to God for you and for this partnership tha God oeated between us Let us honor this
partnership with a spirk of thanksgiving | truly thank God for each of you and for the gifts and talents with
which He has blessed you. | look forward to us working together to be tha church tha the world looks at and
says “tha iswho | want to be " With aspirit of thanks and expectancy, let us work diligently to be that church

Again, thanksto al of you for your gifts of love and support to mw Family and me and for your commitment and
dedication to 5t John Church

With a Spirit of Gratitude

. = =
Reu. Moswrics ﬂf‘(é (% %
o o) « 3 e Hlappy
w25 % O"ﬁan&sglwng




Veterans Cay Honors Those Who
Served Their Country

by Cliftan Miller, MAJIOR, GM US Army Retired

For over 240 yvears a grateful nation has sent out the ory for armed
assstance in tmes of war and peace "Whom shall we send and
whio will go for us,” Veterans would aways answer the ory," send
me, | will go". Veterans are those men and women who have
served and those currently serving inthe armed forces of the Unit-
ed States of America-Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and Coast
Guard personnel The word "veteran” comes from the Ofd Enghsh
language and means "old experienced soldier.” The first use of the
wiord was documiented i 1785.Therefore, America honors Veter-
ans on aspecial day every yea.

Veterans Day 15 an offical United 5tates public holiday, obssrved
annually on Movember 11, that honors military veterans T coin-
cides with other holidays including Armistce Day and Bemem-
brance Day, celebrated in other countries that mark the anniver-
sary of the end of World War L Major hostlites of Waorld War |
were formally ended atthe 11th howr of the 11th day of the 11th
month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germary want into effect
The Upited States previousy observed Armistice Day. This U5 holk
day was renamied Veterans Day in 1954 It is not to be confused
with Memaorial Day: Veterans Day celebrates the service of dl UL 5,
military veterans;, while Memorial Day honors those who died
whilein military service

Eetween 1971 and 1577, Veterans Day was celebraed on the
fourth Monday in October. It was changed back to its origing date,
November 11, in 1975 when President Gerald Ford sgned bill £331
imto law The change went into effect beginning in 1978,

According to the American Communiy Survey, there were 193

millicn military v eterans in the United 5tates in 2014 Cf those 16

million were female Cdifornia, Texas and Florida comprise the

stateswith the larges number of veterans, egualing ome million or
More

On Veterans Day - and every day, hug a veteran
and thank them for their service We veterans

would appreciate © more than yol will ever
frow,

il

| 8
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A Thanksgiving Meditation

Unexpected’
y By The Feverend Debom i Peppers, |
Pamj.ﬁ-:t:ﬂh'ul:.ﬂ;ﬁhn Huhdﬂ-t‘,hpith: b
| Seotchm AblEmm '

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for thisis the w

:Eﬂn‘mthﬂﬂ'ﬂ 'I’rmnds set. aﬂd! their difierences to intentonally come togetherto sha

T'ﬂim will mlii?ilt @ certain lacawon to share food, faughs, storiss, and televisinn
ﬂ‘afTh;Hki;mfnf has became the b m:ii' shopping dav af the year. This i

apﬂiﬁqggndthpmnnmlu determines the health ofthe ecanomy.

sﬂ_i#ﬂ’ﬂ s=y thatthe acvines forThan k:;urnﬂ; have bemmea rouline. o otherward
quﬁu eothrough the matons. Unfanunatek, thisamitude tendste ullusto sle
ant with life.

Mﬂnhmi trackfor @ mament to the ime thaj- you ru::uu.gu:l‘ﬂ'qa unexp eqﬂﬂ“ ﬂ ar
ﬂ!ﬁ&ﬁ'u‘mﬁ? Do yau remember how yau falt at that moment? ’Fuuﬁthur hi:li _
£ .'ﬁ-m mun:n caused y ol to take another Jnulr.:tﬁurli‘fe

EI;i_sL ;.}ﬁbm I"r‘namlnnhm 5:16-18 whl'rsn many Unexpected situanons facing

%, 10 pray withaut I:H!In: and to- :HE thanks in all ciroimstances, These th
ﬁﬂ'—_ﬂjﬁn&ﬁanh. We are ta rejoice inthe Lomp whao is constant snd netin Burcircur
ﬂg’k’ﬁﬁh{k because prayer changes things. Pﬁm!rrnm be as simple-as one sent
aloud, Even when we do not know what we nught to pray for hE:‘ikrm the Spirit
i&mﬁtﬂmH “mepress. Lastly, bethankful because it will Keep you going, kesp you |

ness helps you to see the good.

5@, lst us do the unexpected during this Thanksgiving . Let usshow n’:h rethat we
= u-rﬁ*«u‘f"“'f'kh'“‘f semsan, Let us surprise aur nelghbirs, friends, famifies and espesial

othe Lnln g Hnﬁragus-ds oo

EIEJ::lrah Fmp_gr.fl_ 2.1
Llﬁﬁ ol po -_:r'.-__;'_

“This artick was fist publshed in the 5. John AMEN in Nove mber 2008 .
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Whatis the Naomi Council?
By Barlm m Jehnsion

Whan one mentions the name Naomi, people think of Ruth
having been the main character of the story, when the fo-
cus should be an Naomi, the mother-in-law. Far it was Nap-
mi, who, aflerthe loss of her sons and husband, decided to
return to her own country and her own people. Yet, whils
her daughter in- law Ruth could have chasento go her sep-
arate way, she chose to remainwith her mother-in-las and
hence, fullill her d=s8my.

Ruth journeyed anwith Maomi, not only because she loved
her, but also because she was a strong, wise, obedient and
faithful believer. She knaw her mother-in-law would pre-
wvide her with wise council. We have Naomis among us;
amongthis congregation, who provide wise council every
dayto amyane whao's recepive and apen to listen.

S5t.lohn AME's establishment af The Maomi Council grew
out af the needto contnuetio engege and keepthe Maomis
of the 5tewardess Board actvely invaled in Christian ser-
wice The Naomi Coundlis camprised of senior membears of
the Stewardess Board who have served faihfully and dut-
fully, far mamy, many years, and whoe wish to confinue do-
ing so; however, are unable to fulfill the physical require
ments of being a Stewardess. But just like Naomi, these sis
ters hawve provided and will continue to prowvide wise council
toall whe waould seek council.

Maomi Council membears dress inwhite and can be recag
nized by the brenze colored Bower they wear Just like
bronze, they have been strong, have persevered, endured
and withstood the test of aime. They have seen the best
and the worst of [fe. They have celebrated the highs and
provided comfort during those fimes of loss. These great
women have hald the hands of the weary, wiped away the
tears, stood inthe gap, interceded on member's behalf and
comforted them, Yet, here they stand, s#ll walling, shll de
siringto contnueto serve this congreganon and communk
tyin Chrswan service.

Maomi Coundl members have been charged with a spedfic
task in ministering to the congregation. They pray and send
cards to sick and shut in members each month. They en
courage the caregivers in the mngregafion through prayer
and by sending them a card manthly, They mestthe needs
of bereaved families by staying in touch with them for at
lzast three manths afier a loss. They bridge the distance
between students who are away 3t college and 5t. John,

A vnumrised oo e

Embracing the Advent Season

Onz beauwful tradition af Ad-
went is lighting the @ndles of
the Adwvent wreath. The pur-
pose of the wreath isto deep-
en our undersianding of
Christmras. Fram the first Sun-
day in Adwvent to Christmas
marning, the wreath grows in
beauty and light as we wait in
anficipation of the celebrawon
, -.r-".:;/f-a-'-,-'#/ afthe birth of Christ.
Histarically, the Adwent wreath is traced to pagan sources.
Some believe the wreath orginated in Scandinavia. The cus
tam was adapted by the Christian church te demonstrate
how the people dwelling in darkness were sa magnilicenthy
given light by the Son of God. Since Advent sets a mood-of
wiaming inthe dark, and because light began to gain ascend-
ancy ower the darkness when Christ was born, lightingthe
Adwent wreath is a most appropriate and meaningful cus
tom. Later, the practice spread to Central and Western Eu-
MpEe.

The wreath of lwve gresnery symbalizes the sverlasting life
found in Christ. It reminds us of the eternal, unchanging
lowe of God, made evident o us through His Son. The can-
dles in the wreath signify God's Son as the light of the
wiorld. Custemarily, there are four @ndles far the four
weels of Advent. Thethres purple candles represent hope,
lowe and peace.The pink candle represents joy, The Advent
candles are lighted throughout Adwvent, but the Christ can-
dle, the center andle is lighted an Christmas moerning

The purpose of Advent isto prepare our hearts and minds
for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. 5t. Jehn embraces
the Advent Seasan with the weekly lighting of the Advent
candles, special sangs and scripture r=adings. Members
may also observe the season with advent wreaths in their
hemes. Thisyear communion will be served sach Sunday
during Adwvent,

“& shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit af the LORD
shall rest on kim, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spint of knowledge and
the fear of the LORD, * (Isaiah 11:1-5)
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by 5 hannon Lot

The Church Schaaland the Hi-n;"nnm'a Ministry were in parnership ence 2gain forthe F2I Festval on Maon-
tay Octnber A1t farthe d'lilﬂren gf 5t_John A.M.E.and the cammunity, The Fall Feswval cansisied af
rany fun 2civities such 353 bouncy house, Trunk or Treat, bobbing forapples, pifataand much

mare. Pictures below are.an indica®on of the fun enjoyed by thase In amendance

Thiz year was anothersuccess and we ook forward te having anothere Fall Festival next year with mars
Escmng achviies Tor all ages.
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November-National Caregivers' Appreciation Month

By Barmr lohmen

November-is Matienal Family Caregivers Month, a3 fme to recognize the 30 millien
Americans who take care of loved anes — helping them |Ive independently at home
where they want to be. What family caregivers do |5 extraordinary — adult children
taking care af parents; husbands and wives carng fortheir spouses, methers and fa-
thers caring for adult children. They desarve our gralitude and support thmughaut
the yearand most espedally during this month when we tradionally givethanks.

Together—family caregivers spend 37 Billan heours each year providing unpaid assis

tance totheirloved ones —a contribubon walued at 5470 billler. They help with bath

ing and dressing, driving to appaintments, preparing meals, managing medicatons,
handling inances and sa much more. Many are also juggling full-t'me and part-time jobs and some are sbll @ising their fami
ligs. Without a doubt, family @megivers are the backbone of our care system,

The CFR [Caregivers, Prayer and Respite] Ministry at 5t. Jehn was establishedthree years agoto suppart members af our can-
gregation who are caregivers, and their families. For the past two years, the CPR Ministry, has organzed Saturday workshops to
provide requested informat’on. This yearthe ministry wanted to espand its outreach tothe entite congregation. A different
topicafimerest for caregivers was highlighted forthree Sundays during the manth of Nevember. An informaton table was sta
fianed in the leblby af the church an the first Sunday. Congregams could pick up pamphlets and flyers an various subjects re-
garding caregiwing. The second and third Sunday, How to Maonage Stress as a @regiver and Heaolthy Eoting ond MNutritton far
caregiverswas emphasized. M. Donna Gullaie, Agent, with the Madison County Cooperative Extension was the facilitator, A
wigllness clinic, where blood pressure and blood sugar checks were conducted, was held onthe fourth Sunday, Medical profes-
sionalsfrem the cangregaiion facilitated this inimatve, The CPR Ministry worked collabo ratively with the 5t. lahnSoup Kitchen
to prowvide a hot, delicious Thanksgiving meal tothe caregivers and their loved anes A card of Thanks and Appreciation was
attached to each meal. Sometimes, it'sjust the little things that go a long way,

The CRRMinistry, just wanted the caregivers to know that what they de on adaily basis, i greathy appreciated.

The CPR Ministry usually meets at the church onthe foaurth Monday of each monthat G00 pm. Mew members arewelcome. [f
you have a need as a caregiver far assistance, feel freeto conmtact Sister Abbiegail Hugine who serves as the chairperson for the
CPRMinistry orone afthefollowingmembers:

Sister Charlsie Brooks Sister Apgnes Gilmaore Brother Rufus Gilmors
Sister Patrioa Gner Sister Donna Gullatte Sister Barbara lohnsan
Brother Cliftan Miller Sister Lomraine Parham Brether Eddie Sherrod
Sister MarthaSmith Brother Hodges Washington Sister Rosa Walker

Other Caregiver resources:
TARCOG-Area Agency on ABINE

(Top of AlabamaRegional Coundl of Govemments)
256-T1o- 2455

aarp.org/iheartcaregivers
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Give Thanks and Praise
By PRulette Bargon

Ndoks o jopful noise unta the Lord, olf ye londs Serve the Lard
with glagdnezs: come before His presence with singing. Enow
e that the Lo He = God; it is He thot hoth mode us, and nat
we agurssives, we gre His people, and the sheep af His posture
Entzrinto His gotes with thanksgwving, and into His courts with
proiza; be thonkful unto Him and blsss His nome Forthe Lard
iz good; His mancy & everlosting; ond His truth engurath to ol
generotions. Feolm 100

Psalm 100 is ane of the most popular scriptures about: ghving
thanksto Godforthe blessings He provides. Thanksgiving is a
day of refleciion about all things far which people are thank-
ful. The day after, people go on te plan for Christmas: shop-
ping planning parties, rehearsals far children’s Chnstmas pro-
grams and all the many ather thingsthat they think they need
to da. It is so easy to become overwhelmed duringthe holi
day seasan. Take a liftle extra fime during morning reflechon
and meditate on all the ways God blesses.

Here are a few hible verses about all the ways God blesses His
peaple. Share them with friends and family aver Thanhksgiving
dinner,

2 Corimhians 415 All this is for your benefit, so that the
grace that is reaching more and more people may causs
thanksgiving to overflaw tothe glory of God

2 Carinthians 2111 You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be penerous an every sccasion, and through usyaour
generosity will result.in thanksgivingto God,

1 Tirmothy &:4-5 For everything God created |s good, and
nothing is to be rejeded § it s received with thanksgiving
becausa it is consecated by the ward of God and prayer.
Philippians 467 Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situaion, by prayer and pebton, with thanksgiving, pre
sent your request ta God. And the peace of God, whichtrans
cends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in
Christ lesus,

Psalm 138:1-2 | will give you thanks, O Lord, with my wheale
heart; befare the gods | singyour praise; | bow doern toward
your haly temple and give thanks to your name far your
steadfast lowe and your faithfulness, far you have exalted
abowe all things your name and your word,

2 Corinthians 2:15 Psalm 30:12 Colossians 3:15-17
Please add yaour favarite one to the list. May our hearts forew-
er honorand glorify God as we give thanks.

“Praise the Lord. Give thanksto the Lord, far he is good; His
love endures farswer,” Peaoim 1061

What Is Yours
and Mine?

BiChnikie Bioole

Ee in the Know

Make sure you know what is happening at 5t. lohn. Jointhe

TEXT alert system and receive updates on church achiviees.
Ta join, test the word STIOHMHSY to S54649.

Far more infarmaton about this test alert systam orto up-
date your contact informabon, contact the church office
between 10:00 am-and 4:30 prm an Mandaythreugh Friday
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Ofhcers Elected for Conference Year

On Manday, Navember 7, the Official Board elected officers
forthis conferance year,

Sister Pamela Whitehead was eleced Church
Secretary. Sizter Whitehead has served for
seweralyears in this capacity and isa member
of the Steward Board.

Brother Willie Bradford was =lected Church
Treasurer. Brother Bradford has served asa
member of the finance commities and is a
member of the Steward Board.

CongratulabionsSister Whitehead and Brather Bradfard!

Holiday Food Boxes to Be Provided
for Those in Need

Apgain this year 5t Joahn will prepara

food boxss for families in nesd at

Thanksgiwing and Christrmas. The food
items will indude ingredients fora typial Thanksgwing din-
ner and Christrmas Dinner. The quantfes are determined by
the numberof peaple inthe family,

Members are urged to support this benevelent outreach
with financial suppert. The approdimate cast of a basket is
550. Members are asked to donateto this outreach.

What is the Naomi Council?
Bty Barbara Jahuzon

& i Jrar fvee L)

Thereis namention of The Naomi Council amang the ath-
er auxiliaries and groupsinthe AME Discipling, because it is
an initiative which was specifically bithed =t 5t. John AME
Church. There was a desire an behalf of sevaral Steward-
gsses to remain actively engaged in Chastian service. And
with the blessing of the Reverend Clayborn, they mme to-
gether and created a programi to mieet that need. Aswith
all Stewardess Board appointments, Naomi Council mem-
bers serse far one year and are approved by the Steward
Board.

5t John AME's Noomi Council, strong womean, stll serving.

Frostate Cancer Awareness

Can Save Lives
By Brielget J, Fhoyed

Prostate cancer 5 ane of the most
COMMAon CEncers in AMEerican men.
The development of prostate cancer is
imfluenced by genetics ifamily history)
and age. Other factars such as race,
diet, and lach of exercise can play a
rale in increased risk, While prostate
cancer is penerally a “slow growing” cancer; in same cases,
black males hawe a more aggressive farm of the dissase
that makes it challengingtio treat.

Because of the slow prowth, one of the op@ons for
“treatment” is “watchful waiting”. That is, the persan is
marnitored regulady and iffwhen warranted treatment or
interventions such as radialon and/ar surgery can occur.
The decisian is driven by the test resultsthat provide infar-
maton for “staging” the cancer, That s the sale [/ stape
indicates tothetreatment team and patient whether the
cancer s localized thas not spread beyond the prostate) or
whether it has metastasced (“spread”) beyond the pros
tate, into lymph nodes or other organsipants ofthe body.

There are no early warningsigns. Therefare being proachive
with régular screeningsftesting is recommended. An area
of debatefontroversy is whether scresnings/blood tests
[FSA) result in unnecessary treatment and side sffects
There also has been debate regarding whether more ag
Eressive treatment such as surgery, is more effective than
wiatchful waming, Thistypically is an ndividual decision an
the part efthe paent and his loved-ones,

Interestngly, there was a report in the September 14, 2016
issue of the MNew ¥York Tines noting that results of a ten-
vear study supgest that there is no difference in the death
rates in paWents in three randemly - assigned by chance)
treatment groups. These were 1) Surgery, @ Radiawon, 3)
“Achve monitoanng” —treatmeant if progression ocours.

Due to the slow growth of the cancer, most men who are
diagnosed with prostate ancer do not succumb to the dis
gase. Physicoans frequently tell patients that they are mare
likelyte “die with” prostate cancer rather than “die fram®
cancer. They are more likely to lve - a long [ife and expira
from someother condimon.
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Church School Lesson COverview — December 2016

The lesson reviews werewritien by Brother WillieSandifer.

Decemberd, 2016

Lessen Title: God Promises a Saviar

Lesson Seriptura: Luke 1:26-38

Print: Luke 1:26-38

Bevetional Songs: F112, #2732, and #111

Key Verse: "Yau will concemwe and give bithto 2 san, and
youaretocall him Jesus” {Luke 1:31).

Mary learned in thislessen that Goed had chosen herto be
part af a planto bring salkealan to the world. Her poraon of
this plan changed what she and logseph were planning far
their lives topether. They found their plans changed, as
each was visited by an angel, by God’'s planto become flesh
and dwell amongHispeaple,

This lessan looks &t an important part in a sting of larger
stories. It is Mary's story. 5he was avirgin and betrothed to
Joseph when Gabriel visited. The ime in histary that Gabri
gl wisiited Mary was one of suppressien for the Jews. The
Romans were in power at the ime Jesus was born. That
oppression fired hope and expeciation that God would fres
and lead His people by sending aM essiah.

December 11, 2016

Lesson Title: The Affirmation of the Promise

Lessan Scripture: Luke 1:39-56

PFrint: Luke 1:39-56

Key Verse; “Mary said, 'My soul glorifies the Lord and my
spirit rejoicesin God my Savior.”™ [Luke 146, 47 .

Imi last week's lesson Gabriel told Mary that she was chosen
to give birth to the Messiah and that message brings to-
gether the direct backpround for this week's lesson. The
unexpected pregnancies of Mary and Elizabeth showedthat
they stood an the verge of prophetic fuliliment against the
wider backdrop of salvaiion-history.

December 18, 2016

Lessan Title: The Fererunnar of the Savior

Lesson Scripture: Lulke 1:1-25 57-80

Print: Luke 1-18-20

Key Varses: “The angel said to him: ‘Do not be afraid, Zech
ariah;your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will
bear you & son, and you are to call him Jehn, He will be a
joy and delight 1o you, and mamy will rejoice because of his
birth"* (Luke 1:13, 144,

The first chapier of Luke gives the anly in-depth record of
the Origins of John the Baptist by showing the astonishing
circumstances of his birth. Bath the story af Jesus |ife and
the bepinning of the church, start with lohn the Bap@st,
whowas foretold to be avoice callinginthewildemess.

December 25. 2016

Lesson Title: The Savior Has Arrived

Lesson Seapture: Luke 2:1-21

Print: Lulke 2:5-20

Key VWarsel “Today in the town of David a savior has been
bornto you; heisthe Messiah, the Lord” {Luke 2:11).

This lesson shows how the news of Christ's birth spread. It
cansiders the responses and reachons on that night leng
ago, The aming of lesus' birth was brought about by God in
an ideal place with perfect and complete aming. 1t crossed
during Caesar Augustus’ reign, Hewas emperorfrom 27 BC
to 14 AD, His relgn began the Roman Peace as the Raman
Empire was not imvalved in military conflict at this ime,
thus allowing the pood news of Jesusto spread more quick-
Iy

dezus’ arrival iz one of the most humble possibla. M ary was

ayoungwoman who gave birth inan enwironment that was
less than ideal

Weekly Bible Study
Wednesday, 12 pm and 6 pm

Pastor Wright |eads Bible Study each
Wednesday at noon and 6 pm funless
otherwise noted anthe church calendar)

Members are urged to grow spiritually
through thisweekly study. Currently the
lessons are based on the book Conned-

chase the book from Lifeway or other local and anling
booksteres. There is alsa an APP available on this bikle
study series.

Havember 2016 Fage §



Here We Grow Again!

5t. lohn welcomes the persans who have joined this confer

Enceyear,

Conald Goode

John Boston

Jailyn Grandberry
DeCarlos Brastan
Rev_ Gloria Madisan
Cavid Morwood
Katrisa Norwood
Cara Leigh Dawis
Arlzna . Brown

Lendon Briggs

Welcometo the 5L lohn Tamily!

Fastor's Aid Bake Sale
Flanned

£
-
Sunday, November 20, 2016

dafter 8 am and 1050 am: services

Churchwide

Cleanup Planned
Saturday, December 10

Calling all members! |t is #ime to clean aur church. Please
plan to. pariidpate in the churchwide cleanup an Saturday,
December 10. The Trustees will lead this effort; howewer,
everyone warking along with the tnistees will makethe johb
gasier, Contact the church office for more details an the
timeand to find out how you can assist.

Technology Tip

By Ricards Williams

Many peapls usea laptap dn 2 daily basis Tar wark 26d /ot
personal use. Ofien Wme they nevar stap tothinkaboui tha
condiwon af the laptop badery. When purchesing a laptop,
Itz ofien known that meost consumers pever pay sHenton
te the guality of the bartery that 15 induded with the |ap-
top. f they did pay attantion 1o the quality of the batigry,
this muld prevent unedpectsd lang term batiery (ssuss
with laptaps. Hewsver, there are zoma key things ane
sholld bhe aware of with the batiery that is incduded with
the laptopthat they purchass.

Laptaps are usually purchased with a lithivm-lan Batiery
that has 2 [Ife’span based on the-nimber of clarge cycles
versus the number of years yau may use the Eptop The
ameount af charge cycles depends highly on the batlery that
i1 included. Most laptops should g=t around 300 te 1000
charge oydes. Usually mest bamery issues.will start 1o nL-
cur betwesn G000 charge cycles and 1,000 chargs oycles:
This could occr for frequent laptop users around tha sec-
and year af using the |aptap.

To keep up with the hestth and status'of the batEries on
thelaptap, the diagnoskctool anthelaptop can be used. If
the laptop doespot heves diagnoshc tool for The hatieny,
the custamer an, mntact the manufacturer forwpson how
to-checkthe heatth status of the bertery. The most widely
used laptops such as ASUS, Dell, Lenovo or Sony usuakhy
after taols to monitar-the heahh status of barieries Afier
complefing 3 dizgnosac on the batiery and receiving nega-
mwe informamon, [t msy be tmeto replace the batten, If
unsure of what type of barery |8 required, always tontsd
the [Eptop manufacturer to ' get the recommended bartary
before purchasing.

Dwner can remave the baftery to et the speciic batiery
spedficenons that are somemmes listed on the outside af
the battery -Alse, once the bartsry has been replaced, be
gure to propefdy recycle theald batiery mther than allows
ingtait be garzd in unsafe plaes

In sumrmary, ahwaysbe aware of thetype of laptop batiarny,
thelife expecancy of the barery, and hewto proparly re-
eyclethe [attary
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WM S District Meeting to
) be Held at
= =% AlabamaA&M University

The 32" Annual Ninth Episcopal District Women's Missian-
ary Sodety (WMS) Convention will be held December 2-3,
2016 at the Earnest L. Knight Center.on the histarical cam-
pus of Alabama AR M U niversity in Huntswille, AL. The Epis
copal WMSSupervisoristhe Reverend Sherita M, Seawrnght
and the Episcoapal WMS President is Mrs. Susie Banner. The
Northwest Alabama Conference WMS will host the canven-
tion. Sister Patricia R Smith is the Conference WMS Presi
dent and Sister Ann Sham is the Conference YFD Director.
Bishop Harry L Seawright isthe Presiding Prelate.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

(Registration is requirecd

Friday, December 2, 2016

Registrahon: 3pm—5pm

Receptan: Bpm-7 pm

Play “Flight 308" 7:30pm

Atgre:Sunday’'s Best

“Flight 309" is a play depiciingthe conversafions
betweenthe Lord's angel of Death and the peaple the
Angel has been sent to retrieve.

Saturday, December 3, 2016

Registrahion 7:30 am — 8:30 am

Day of Ministry: 3:00 am

Day of Ministry relamve to Service and Witnessing.
Reportng of Missionary Walk, Workshops, Compassionate
Care, W5 Business and AwardsLunchean

Aftire forSaturday: Northwest Conferance WMS s casual
(RED Christmas.

2017 Prison Ministry Volunteer
Training Schedule

DATE LOCATION

Dec. 3, 26, 300a.m. Endpge Boilders Church Intemationa|

1800 Beltline Poad / Decatur, &L 35600

Bn 3, A7, 800a.m Limd say Lame Baptist

1300 Lindsay Lare /[ Athers, AL 315613

Church School Book Club

Mevember 2016 Diseussien Dave: Nevember, 15 2016

1000 AM.—=11:30 A

Que=an of Kotwa: One Girf's Tnumphant Poth ta Baraming 4
Chess Chompion. Tim Crothers, September 2016

Deeembar 2016& Dizeuzzion Date: December 17, 2016

1000 A M. — 1130 A M.

And the Shofor Blew, Francine Rivers, 2013

Inthe Old Tastament, God callzed His peopleia actian with
the blast of the shofar, 5 ram’'s horn, He shllcalls His peo-
pleteday.

In'this relevant and wmely navel, dynamic yeung preacher
Paul Hudson i commitied 1o building his-church—but at
what cost? When Faul accepied the-call to pastor the
struggling church, he had neideawhatto =<pect. But it did
nottake langfor Paul to turn Centerville Christan Church
araund. Atfendance is.up, way up, 3nd everything is going
so well If only his wife, Eunice, could see [t that way. Sall,
he tnes nof to |et her quiet- presepce distract him, But
Eunice knows that samething isnat right ., and it has not
been fora langtme.,

Themore Paulfszeal and-ambmon builds, the mere he los
essight af the One who called him. As Paul and those
around him struggle to’ discern what jttruly means ta [ve
put:-their faith, they must ulmmately choose between their
gwn willand God's plan.
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PRAYER for the MONTH Dear heavenly Father, we thank you foryour bountful blessings. During this ThanksgivingSeason and
throughautthe year, we acknowl|edgs yaurfathfulness and your blessings. Help uste shways bethanlidful Helpusto bless ath-

ers asyou have blessed us, In Jesus’ name.Aman

Eeripture for the Manth— “Give thanks to the LORD, far he'is good. His lave endures farever.” Psalm 136:1
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St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
. 229 Church Street .5 Postage

: 3 PA&ID
Hursville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

F-mail:  1oonmme nEsolcom
Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE
The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop
. The Pevermmd Sherita Seawrght, EpEcopal Supe re Eor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder
The Reverend MMaure Wnght [, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Megzmbar 24, 30716 Happy Thanhsgning

MNewember 28, 2016 Church Conference, &:00 p.m.

December 2-3, 2016 MNinth District WS Conwvention, Huntsville, Alabama
December 10, 2016 Churchwide Sean-up Day

December 18 2016 Christmas Program 10:50 a.m,, Eardy Worship Service, 8:00 a m.

December 24, 2016 Christmas Bve Candlelight Service, 7:00 p.m,
December 25, 2014 Christmas Moarning Warship, 10:00 a.m.

December 31, 2016 Watch Might Service 10:00 p.m,
Breakfast will be served afierwards

Jlanuary 1, 2017 Mew Year's Day, 1000 am Worship

That iff wou confess with your mauth, *fesusis Lord, ¥ ond belizve in your heart
that Sod raised hum from the dzod, you will be soved Fomans 103

INDRIC
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A M_.E . Newsierer!

St <John African Methodist Episcapal Church
| Volume 21 Issue 12

Merry Christmas!

Hurtsville Alabama
December 2016

Pastor Wright, Reverand’
Rebaand Hhe SE.Jokn
ﬁ:.m:!'hr_pr.::y Hia._t Fhis
Christmar wail Be o i .:r:f:
rejoict i for eack of youl ax

. K ._ Y won celebrate the Bkl of
1 b, 7
_1 =it

AT
LT I. 1
= CHT SR VES

Be blgsrad Hhus rwdmar
Join s for 1'1.-‘:1._1.F'.'5'."|1.f_-‘l:' ! andbe.x Barsng bo abha.
aenday, Decamber I8 &.00em. Waorshap
1030 am Clhorshiaz Pregran

satirday, Decomber 24 700 pm.  Candlegghl Soruce

Sunday, Decambier 13 1000 am Chrshnes Mormng Worship

Ganry o God e e Auiess and
an e@rii pedce ariong fose wepi
wriom fie & pleared’”
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Special Services Express Thanks during the T!j'ianksgiviqg Season

Thankful People Service
By Tami Mchbee
On Wednesday, Navember 16, at 6:00 p.m., 5t Johy mem-

bers-gathered for a spedal service of Thanksgiving: The
Praise Team Choirapened with ] Yanna Say Thank Yaou,”
aqﬂgﬂrnﬂ_ﬂ‘ed songs ofthamksgiving throughout the service.
First L_a_d"r,g.-_the Reverend Joretha Wright, ofiered a prayer of
thanks, and Pastar Maurice Wright r=ad the scripture for
theevaning Psalm 100, Falleving the @il for persanal tes-
wmanies, the congreganon was hlessed with spint-filled
“Tag Team" messages fram the HE'?_!rem:I Meriam Garrett,
Sister LiHie Rivers, the Reverend Gloria Madison, and Broth-

grlustin’ ark.

The Reverend Garrett's subject was “Harvestng the Boun-
ty." Shererfminded all of the bounty they do not have to
plant or harvest but receive freely and generously frem
God, gifts such as wisdom, peace, grace and mercy, and
lawe,

Sister Rivers' topicwasthe "3 Phrases of Praise: Hallelujah,
Thank ¥ou Jesus, and Praise God* Hallelujah is the highest
praise-and one should enter inte God's presence with sing
ingand shoutng, thanking Him far everything, and prRising
Him, simply because of His goodness, His faithfulness; and

His everlasha ng mercy.

The Reverend Madison spoke of God's steadfast love that
enduresforever, She encouraged everyone to tell their chil-
dren how pooad God has been and to worship and praise
Godwhen life becomes evershielming Reverend Madison
closed with the sorng, “Fm a Solider.in the Army of the
Lord.”

Brother ¥ork's message; “When Beliewing Ain't' Enough,”
reminded evernfane that indiwiduals must net anly hope
and beliewe something will happen when they pray, but
must- also hawe fath, which requires putbing in the work,

playing their part, and askingfor help,

Pastar YWright reminded the congregetion that one shouwld
cometo worship with a spiritof thanksgwing. Afterthe al-
tar call to prayer, everyone deparied, thankful for God's
goodness and blessings not just durngthe holiday season
but each day of the year,

Fifty-Plus Auxiliary Celebrates

Harvest Sunday
By Agnes Gilmore

“He said to his disdples, the harvest is great, but the work-
ers arefew”. Matihew 3:37

On Sunday Novemberd3, 2016, the Fifty-Plus Awiliary =k
ebrated Harvest: Sunday at the 10:50 worship servite. |t
wias aspirit-filled celebraion with members of the Awiliz-
ry perfarmingworship tasks'throughout the service. Music
wias led by the Gospel Chaoir, the dance ministiy ministered
in dance and 5t John's new pasior, the Reverend Maurice
Wright Il delversd a challenging message. The serman was

entitled "Overcoming Limitamons: Part 11" and the test was
Luke 19:5,

The Fifty-Plus Auziliary was the brainchild af the |ate Mrs
Marie-Cobb. Her goal was to start a ministry that would
promote a positive image ofthe aging process, Mrs Calib
felt that @ harvest worship service would allew seriars ta
gxpress the great nesd for a new generation of Barvest
workers. |t is also a ome to focus an our commitmeant to
God. The harvest celebration would be a ime to facus-an

God'swonderful blessings af family, friznds, shelter; pr:_'u"l—
sian, fruitful ministry, and the many oppartunines to SErve.

Luke 10:2 reads:“Therefore said he untothem, the harvest:
truly is great, butthe labaurers are few: pray ye thesfore
the lord af the harvest, that he would send forth labourers

inta his harvest

God needs us to make ourselves available far kingdom
wiark. My Christan brothers and sisters —it's harvest Ame.
Begin planting the seeds of Ged's word in your heart and
mind teday and you will begin producing a harvest of right-

gousness in your life.

The Fifty-Plus Auxiliary normally meets the first Manday of
each month at 3:30 am. Check the monthly mlendar in
the newsletier for any changes to this schedula. All inter-

gstad membersare invited to joln thisministry,
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Rev. Rita Wright
Moments Like This

Things to Remember

“There have been moements in my life when | fantasized the opportunity to erase
oll the sadness and pain in my life, but if I hod the power fo defeat such o fask,
my inability to sort through the mearning of it all would also remove all the good
moments as well, "

The mind has a way aof hiding |ife’s happenings In places sl not discevered by man. 1t is this same
mind that draws us inta places of our past and aften give sight to ventures in our future. Qur hearts
cingta meamaries, both broken anesand edcepiional ones.

Christmas farmewasa strangefime. Allthe holiday zeal and espressions of Christmas loy seemed ta
biea foreign language Soametimes with thoughts of my ewn holiday memories, many of which have
not ahways been the happiest of ames, | can s@ll remember how those moments changed my life. Holidays In my childhood
home werefilled with dysfundional distracions and powerty plagued subtlefies; as my sisters and | often frowned at the Christ-
rmas dinngrtable filled with oddites from the kitchen cabinets. But-for some reasan my sisters and | always managed to laugh
after we have cried, hug after we fought, and share whean there was [itlle to go armund. There is one fand memory | cherish.
Atthough | grew up around church and notin church, no matterwhat, my father-always prayed Christmas morning. He always
made us get on our knees to show and |earn respect and humbleness towards God, | guess in all honesty, those things that |
chooseto remember both good and not so pleasant have inspired me to remember these important things about the holiday
SE350OM.

Bemember 1o make time for people, Love people by treating therm with respec and dignity;
even if you don’t understand their use and effect. God s commanding us to love our neigh-
boras ourselves (Mark 12:31) - We often take for granted that we will ahways have one more
mamant with 3 person. Lfe = short, dan't procrasinate sbout making that phone call ar
sending a handwritlen card. Create an oppartunityto demanstrate the highest farm of God’'s

~h-I honor,-and that is Love.

I
‘ . ¥ !'ﬂmwm and Merey, In Matthew 7:12 God isinstrucing usto treat others
e

with Kindriess just aswewould liketo be treated. None of usis exemipt from faults soin this
season rememberthat someone did it foryeu when you nesded itthe most.

Remember to eat all yvou want, dor't feel lanely and blus and a2 don’t be bathered, 5o what if you gain a few pounds,
that Christmas sweater will be a sure distracion fram: everything else that does not matter. We all canfind a reasan to be sad
and lonehk, DOMNT! Life is full of wonderful people waiting for yauto share your [ifewith. Make yourself available. |f you are:
reading this artide then you have another opportunity to smile-and laugh, 5o, throw your head back and laugh, it will soon
pass.

Don't be bothered by all the hustle and bustle of the helidays. Don't be bothered by all that you don't have and would like to
give. Dan't be bethered by the illusion of other people's happiness, Don't miss the mement by engulling your thoughts else
where, by exiting the moment before ts Wme. Enjoy the moment and let the rest become amemary to share a your choosing,

Mest of all Pray. It really does changes things.
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IN ONE ACCORD

CHRISTMAS
IS HERE

OINES ATSIEJOHN AME
DECEMBER23RD 7PM
UHURCH STREE | HUNTSVILLE, AL 55510
SERVANT PASTOR REV. MAURICE WRIGHT
ROBERTO BURTON FOUNDER + ARTISTIC DIRECTOR




In Memory ofJason Brown

On Saturday, Movembear
20, 2018, 5t John cele-
brated the life of a faith-
ful member of the church
family,

Brother Brown was a lov-
ing person. Helovedthe
Lord, his family and his
church family. He was
alwaves & pleazant per-
son and ‘was & willing
worker, He ssrved on
the Trustee Board, sang
in the Male Chorus, reg-
ularly stiended Church
School, volurteered with
Habitat- for Humanty,
was photographer and cortributor for the St John
AMENM and sssigted in any way that he could wih
whatever was needed at the church, Jason ensured
his children were also involyved in the church and =&t 5
perfedt exam ple for cther fathers ofthe church, He was
dglso active In community s=rvce ofented organiza-
fions

Even after his health prevented regular attendancs | it
was evident thal he was present in spint. He contin-
ued to tthe, He made a special effort 1o be present for
goedial occasions, espedally the Christmas Evel
Christmas Morning Worship Semvices. Jason kept in
touch with members via e-mail and Facebook, He set
up a spedal Facehook group where he morthly posted
thelist of member's birthdays for that maonth.

The = John family thanks God for the life of Jason
Brown. Expressions of sympathy are edended to his
wife, DOr. Thalia Love-Brown, and children Kimberly,
Breona, Geoffery and Michaela

To God be the Glory

I am the resiirection, and the iife:
he that believelth In me,
thoogh he were dead, yvetl shall he hre.

John 11:25

Officers Nominated and Elected

Al the firgd: Church Conference of the conference vear,
Pastor Wright nominated the following persons 1o serve
as Stewards. They will be confirmed by the Guarterly
Conference.

Roszeln Akines Medra McDaniel
Willie Bradford Cliton Miller

Gy Zinn Mary Rankin
James Heyward E ddie Sherrod
Marcus Hill Lauretta Teague
Abbiegail Hugine Sam Walon
Barbara Johnson P amela Whitehead

Jeanette Jones

The following members were eleded to =erve as Tus-
tees forthe 2016-2017 conference year.

Lars Avery Curtis Maves
Thalia Love-Broswn Zlenn Pippen
Claudinette Purifoy Fears Ray Sconiers
Bridget Floyd Eva Smith

Celeste Gilmore Terry Speight

Karl Gullatte Gerald Teague
Erica Harkin Darwin Washington
Jesse Johnson Bill Williams

Carl Lews Jugtin Yaork

Randy Love

The members afthe Stewnmdship amnd Finance Commis
gion were also elected,

Willie Bradford — Steward (T reasurer)
James Heyward - Steward

Marcus Hill - Steward

Carl Lewis- Trustee

Bill Wiliams - Trustee

Eva Smith - Tnustee

Rufus Gilmore — Member-atdarge
Bob by Adkins— Member-atdarge

Congratulations to these members who havwe accepted
the responshilities of service as Stewards, Trustees and
Stewardship and Finance Commission members,

Adizt of minigry leaders and board. and awsxdliary presi-
derts will he prirted in a future issue of the BMEM,
glong with the calendar of everts for 2017,
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Church School Book Club

.__ . December 2016 Discussion Date! December 17, 2016

" 10:00 Achd. — 11:30 A M .
‘J And the Shofar Blew, Francine Rivers, 2013

f lanuary 2017 Diszussion Date! lanuary 21, 2017

10:00 AWM, — 13130 AM.
e

- -

= = . Rzd Hats, Damen Wayans, 2010
FHE AN N L AL I eet Alma, a mother and wife, who |5 brutally hanest and

F"'J" |'i1|d‘. RT r\ |F B! H |'1- K |-"~:.r:r r |H birter. Disappointment: and heartbreak have lefi the once

ﬁ;—j_‘,.:- : . ﬁ. P f / wital and joyful waeman-so oynical and seff-pretechng that
oo -"-’-"-"""""'J""''I_'_'-""-;"""'r LA s A she has fargetien how to love anyane, including herseff,

R A TN She has become so accustomed to being rasentful af her
f" JI-;J.FJ-‘-':"{.:',.-', husbanmd, James, that even when she wants to show him
]ﬂHUhR}' |5I'l{‘|n lowe sha does not know how, He made samea mistakes over
@& 700 PM. the caurse-of their decadesloang marriage] but she made
some-mistakes, toa, which allenated not only her husbhand
FROGRESSIVE UMM but frigends and neighbors ds well, Deep down $he is somy
ARk I;:i;r,;._ .Ilu:lwl""'f'* J-_m” for what happened and swll lowves Harold, but stubborn
LTSI T AL TR pride eats away the short fime: they hava |eft 1o make
amends
THE B L ERLLLN When she inds hersell widowed with grown children infar
S R L -off places, a deep loneliness sBtsin and sha startsto give
el up on |ife-That i uml & graup of red hat |adies—wham

she-once-thought of as belongingio & culi—estend hands
af frigndship and reimroduce herto herself and, possibily, &
FEw lawe.

Weekly Bible Study i _
In this debut nowel, Wayans has crafied unforgetiable char-

Wednesd oy, acters in Alma,; herfamily; and friends, and a charming sto-
ry that stays with the rrader long after the last pags s read
12 pm EII'IE' 6 pm and reminds us of the endunng power af love and frignd-
ship. —Amazon
Pastor Wright Izads Bible 5tudy =ach
Wednesday at noon and & pmi {unless other-
wise noted on the church calendar).

Membars are urged to grow spiritually through this weeskly : .
study, Currently the lessons are based on the book Cannsact- O Comay O Comay

ed: My Life inthe Church by Them 5. Rainer. You may pur-
chase the beok from Lifeway or other local and online

bookstares There is also an APP available on this bible study
series
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The Light of Christmas

By Fanlette Bargon

Gy

Christ Iz The Light Of Christrias

Christmas joy and ”ﬁhmﬂ%‘
Eh Hsrmﬁi.nquu warm and ehie

o e grenrmn q‘ﬁ’ﬂ gmemm ant peum
there wil] be no snd
Hz wall reigln an Dovid's throne .
and ever hizkingdom,
estoblisfvng and upholding It
with justice and rigbfeoisne cg
from thot time on and forsvsr,
The real gff the Lorg Afrnighty
Wil pooormplish this

J ls=iah :6-T

]

May p=ace:and happiness be your trus gﬂ'l at CHrigtmas, and
may tha New Year be §illed with blessings, grace, meny, farth
and praise foryouand yourfamily

Soup Kitchen
Camer

By Chatkis Bow bs

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON
EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN.

-luke 2:10-14

Urtle Child af Bethleham,
MWay you be barmagain in people's hearts svery day.
GrantthatYaurHel Spirtedll infuse us
with pure love and that we will share it with others
sothat itwill beChristmasin our [kes every day of the year
Wethank YouTor the privilege of celebrating thisday
and forwhat 1t meansto bs
That You came tothis evil warld asthe Son of Gad
and became part: ofthe humble household;
that You wera-rmised and grew up just like any ather child;
thiat Yau grew th adutihopd and werked Ina @penter's
shop;
that You became Rungry and thirsty like we do
Thank you that Yeu knew temptaiion-and sormw;
that You were llke us in evergthing but sin;
and struggled e make 3 Iving like we da,

We pralse Y ou for Y our life-and wark, for Y our lowe
untl desth -and forthe power of Your resurredion.
Weshare inYeurtransBgurawon
and rejaice’in Your divine Interverifion in our lives,
We makes space forYod in aurhearts this festive season,
Letus rejpiceall yearround Because we have faund lifein
You.

We warship Yau, Lard Jesus, as our greatest gift from God
Amen

MERRY CHRISTM AS AND HAPPY NEW % ESR

FRONM ST_JOHNS-SOUP KTEHEN
AND
FO OB SERYICES M IN ET RIESE!
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An Advent Devotional

By Lacly He refio
Writer [wte gt | B2htons 3 0d Maoletiog 3t Palm Bk Lthate Uab=mie,

And my Godwill meetall your needs according totheriches of his
glory in Christ Jesus.
Fhilippians4:19 (NW)

I'm-a child af the "B0s, but some of my favonte childhood memaorizs are af watching the
black-and-white movies and TV programs of my parents’ generstion togsther with my
family, Toe this day | am a8 huge fan of the sc-h serigs “The Twilight Zone” hosted by Red
Serling. One af my favarite episodes, itled “What You Need,” first aired an Christmas Day
in 1958 In it, an elderly street vendor namezd Pedatt played by Ernast Truex peddles ined-
pensive tems ke matches and shoelaces. i soon becomes apparent that the man sn't Just a
smalkme entrepreneur; he has the gift of prophecy. By looking in' @ person's ‘=yes, he can
see inte hisor herimmeadiate future. He then hands the person an objed that seems ke a
random gt at the momen: 3 bottle of fabric cleaning flwd, a bus wdiet o Pepnsyhania, a
lzaky fountain pen, Asthe story unfolds; sach afthose objects ulmately plays 3 pivetal rale
far the characters the man meets. By the ima each redpient realizes that the item was in-
deed exsactly what he or she needead, the man has vanished,

The Bible tells usthat the world was in dire need of the M assiah. &t the #me the Christ child
was born, enly glimited number of people, induding King Herod, knew af his trus identity 53
the Son of God. Most ardinary citizens had no clug of the precious gift in thelr midst, Their
salvadon had been handed to them, and they weren't sure what to make of i.

God knew what Hispeaple needed then, and He knews what we need now He sends peaple
inta our IWes, caries us to distamt places and delivers us into unexpedted situsiions that we
later learn were precisely wham, where and what wa needed. This Sdwent season, may we
fully and willingly accept the gifi of Jesus knowmgthat no matier how our story Unfalds;, He
is-allwe will sver nezd.

“This devawonalwas published inthe Advent Devetonal 2016, December 2
Palm Beach Atlantic University. -




The Church Can Play a Major Role

in Shaping Political Policies
By EricL McDanizl

Mary inthe Black community fearthat a Trump presi
dency will erode gains made over the past eight years.
g Howeeewer, what those grieving sver the elechion forget
isthat even though their party may not be in power,
an. active consEtuency can constrain the ability for na
finnal, state and local officials to oeate and Implement
policies that may harm their community. The below
points briefly discussthe various ways cfizens @n pro-
| tect and advance thelr imerests im:l I call an the

Oreatthe major problems inthe American electorate
is that people ‘are not consistently engaged and lack
sufficient: informabon about candidates and policies.
Because of this, policies that neganvely affect their lives come as a surprise and they are un-
wiare of policies that benefit them. | understand that paying aftentan to the mulitude of po-
litical issues that accur is averwhelming. Howewer, individuals and communiies must find
wiays to acquire and disseminate impartamt information, This s extremsaly important st the
local level where policies have the greastest impact on people’s quality of life. The majority of
pelicies that plague Black comimunifies are created by localand state governments. Given this,
it iz imperative that Blacks remain vigilant in being aware of local issues, communical ng with
local offidals and vat'ng in local and state eledions.

One methaod to help stay informed and get the aftention of gevernment officials is to waork
with lacal civic srganizations. Groups such as the NAACP, Urban League, and Black Lwes
Matter are arganzations that can help keep peaple infarmed and provide awvehicle foar com-
municaing with elected officials. They are in desperate need of support and they can anly
achieve their goals 1o proted the Black community if the: Black community s commitied to
them.

Finally, Black churches should fadlitate these achivities. Churches can offer places to meet and
help citizens develop polimcal knowledge and skills. Fastors must remind their members to
wote, The Sunday bulletn should irfarm the congregetion about upcoming elechions and plac-
estolearn about the issues. Beyond the walls of the church, Blacks must engage their commu-
nities and bethe "Balm in Gilead.” While the churches soothe the injustices of life, they must
also empowerthe communifiesto create a just society.

Aceomplishing this will not be =asy, but Blacks must learn hew the paliiical system works and
how to useitto their advantage. They must not allow themselves to be slowed by those who
say theirwork is fullle ar calmed by those who just say “wait.” The Black community, male and
Eric McBaniel & pmkser of  famale, rich and poor and urban, and rural must stay engaged. In the darkest hour when the

Eove rn ment at the Un e ity ! i . T z X ’
e Akt il b explaited cry far help, the church must provide & light se bright that fno-injusace can hide in

BE Pt In thie: P the shadows and nao injured soul be overlooked. When the Black church does this, they will et
those who wish to do communites harm on nobce and the Black community will be triom-
phant:

Decenbear 2018 Fage LI




Church School Lesson Overview — January 2017

The lesson reviews were writden by Willie Sandifer and
Claudinette Purifoy-Fears Uanuary 15},

Bnuary 1, 2017

Lesson Title: Praising God the Creator

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 33:1-39

Print: Psalm 33:1-93

Bevetienal Songs: 68 F345, and #243

Key Verss: “By the word af the Lard the heawvens were
made, and-all their host by the breath of his mouth” [Psalm
33:6).

Mamy believe thista be ane of David's psalms about crea-
won. David was a king, & writer, and musician. With instru-
ments and voice he asks that we praise God our oceator and
deliverer. Looking at the God that David knew, He is faith-
ful, His pramises are kept, and He speaks what is true and
honest,

lanuary 8 3017

Lesson Title: A Creation Clve flows with Praise

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 36

Print: Psalm 96

Devetional Songs: #97, #2372, and #243

Key Varse: "0 singtothe Lord @ new song singtathe Lord,
all the earth.” {Psalm 96:1).

In this |lessen we look at a psalm that was wriden by David
and is wery similar to the ene in 1 Chronicles 16:23-36. It
wias givento the leader afthe lerusalem temple musicians,
Asaph, and was played in the thanksgiving celebration that

took place afierthe Arkaf the Covenant. retumed to Jarusz
lem.

Bnuary 15, 2017

Lesson Title: Praise Ged the Provider

Lessan Seripture: Psalm 65; 6767

Print: Fealm 65:1-2, 5-13

Devetional Songs: B 2 F258; and #243

Key Verses: "By awesome deeds you answer uswith deliv-
erance, O God of our salwalion; you are the hope of allthe
eridsofthe earth and off the farthest seas.” (Psalm 65:5):

This psalm |5 composed both of petwon and thanksgiving.
The primary focus is praising God for the fatherly cars
which He exercises aver His Church [His peoplel, and the
Earth as well asthe benehts which law fram the Earth. The
Earth and its sbundance are a tesimony of God's power

and Hiz grace. He is worthy of all praise and warship. Thera
arethree natural divisions efthis psalm.

1. God s praised far His moral qualies - He savas. (Psalm
B5:1-5),

2. God |s praised for His preparaton of the earth as a
dwelling place for humankind — He is most powerful
(Psalm B5:6-9),

3. Gaod s praised for an abundant harvest — He |s a provid-
eriPsalm £5:10-13),

lanuary 22, 2017

Lesson Title: Praise God the Creator

Lessan Scnpture: Psalm 104

Print: Psalm 104:1-4, 24-30

Tentative Devational Songs: #450; #251: and #243

Key Verse “0 Lord, how manifald are yourworks! In wis
dom you have madethem all; the earth isfull of yaur crea-
tures” [Psalm 104:24),

This lesson shows that God, the creator, to be powerful and
merciful. God's people, the |sraelites, are principal to this
psalm. The psalm describes creation as caming from bealief
inAbraham’s God, who is described as being kind and layal

The writer of the AME Adult Sunday Schopl Quarterly de-
scribes how God is seen Inthisway. “God is seen-as a royal
creator who dispenses nourishment, isthe master of sea
sgns, Lord of garth and seas, and oantroller of life and
death.”

lanuary 29, 2017

Lesson Title: All Creatian Praises Go-

Lessan Scrapture; Psalm 148

Print: Psalm 148

Tentatnee Devotianal Sengs: #97; 77 and #2143

Key Verse; “Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he
commanded and they were created” [Psalm 148:5).

In this lesson, everything in the heavens and on the earth is
invited to praise God, God's purpose will join things like sea
mansters, wild beasts, erupfing mountains, loud-mouthed
kings with voung men and wamen inta a chalr that will sing
praises to God. The psalm censiders all God has daneg, is
currently doing, and will doin the future for His people.
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Health Corner
By Ros=mary Welk. EN

“12 Ways to Have a Healthy Holiday Season

According to the Center far Disease Contral and Preventon (COC there are ways to brighten the holidays by making your
healh and safety a priority, Take the following stepsto keep you and your loved enes safe and healthy-and ready to enjay the

haolidays.
.' !
b 1. Wash hands efiento help prevent the spread of gems. [t is flu seasan, Wash yourhands with soap
g and dean running water for at least 20 semonds.
{ 2, Manage strese. Give yourself a break § you fee| stressed out, overwhelmed, and out of control.
- Some of the bestways to manage stressare to find support, connect socially, and get plenty of sleep,

3. Donet drink and drive or let others drink and drive. Whenever anyone drives drunk, they put eve-
ryane onthe madin danger, Choose to nat drink and drive and help athers do the same.

4. Bundle up to stay dry and warm. Wear apprapriate outdoor clothing: light, wam layers, gloves, hats, scarves and water-
proof boots.

5. Besmoke-free. Avoid smoking and second-hand smoke. Smokers have greater healh risks because of theirtobacco use,
but nen-smokers alsoa are at riskwhen skposed totobacco smoke.

6. Fastenseat bekswhile drivingar riding in amatarvehicde: Always buckle your children inthe car using child safety seat,
boosterseat, or seat belt according to their height, weight and age. Buckle every me, no matter how short the trip and
EncCourage passengersto do the same,

T Getexamsand screenings. Askyour health care provider what exams you need and when to get them. Update your per-
sonal and family history. Getinsurance frem the Health Insurance Marketplace if yeu are net insured.

B. Get your vaccinamons Vaccinatons help prevent disease and save lives. Bvsryane B maonths

and aldershould get a flu vaccine every year,

9. Maonitar children. Keep potentially danpemus toyvs, food, drinks, househald tems and other

aobjecs out af children's reach. Protect them from drewning, burns, falls and ather potential acci-

dents.

% 10. Prachce fire safety. Most residential fires ocour during the winter months, so don’t leave fire
places, space heaters, food cooking anthe stoves ar candles unadended. Hawa an emergency plan
and practce regularly.

11. Prepare food safely. Remember these simple steps: wash hands and surfaces often, avoid crossontamination, mok
foodsto propertemperatures and refriperate foods prompt by,

1%, Eat healthy, stay achve. Eat fruits and wegetables which pack nutrients and help lower the rskforcedain diseases. Limit
your porfion sees and faods high in fat, salt and sugar. Alsa, be achve for at least 2 % hours a week-and help kids and
teensio be achve farat least 1 haur a day,

Femember__

AS WE CELEBRATE

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
= THE E‘-PEATI'ST GIFT

wasm b placed under a tres

. BUT HE VIAS HUNG ON A TREE

il -

-h'q--.l'

* wow o gow featams /hea bkt hytips findex, itml |, December 2006
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January 2017
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PRAYER for the MOMTH— Dear God, Thank you for Jesus. Aswe celebrate His birth, use usin your service to meet the needs

of athers and 1o sharethe Good Mews of lesus’ hirth. May we be afriend to the friendless and a comfort to those who may not
feel the joy ofthe season. InJesus’ name. Amen.

Seripture for the Month— “Tha Ward bzcame flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glary of the
one and only San, who came fram the Father, full of grace and truth, lohn 1:14
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ol The Pébemnd Olversllen i, Presid meg Eder

The Pevamnd Maurks Wright |1, Pastor

fec=mber 17, 20185

December1d, 2018

Decamber 24, 2016
December 25, 2016
Oacamber 31, 2016

January 1. 2017

TRt

INORLE

5BHB Flanning Meeting Bethel , Homewand, The Reversnd O lver Allen, Fresiding Elger

Christmas Pragram 10:50 a.m., Eary Warship Service, B00=.m

Christmias Bve Candlelight Service, 7:00 p.am,
Christmas Morning Worship, 10:00 a.m,

watch Might Semvice 1000 p.m
Breakfsstweill be served sfizrerards

Mew Year's Oay, L0006 am Warship

iff pou mnfEss wilh yeur meuts, “leour i Lorg = and belisye i pourF Reasrr
thiot God roized him fromm the Jead, ou will b2 soved Ramans 1S




