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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:

The Dream Revisited in the Wake of a New Election
By Bridget ). Floyd

January 15, 2017 wauld have marked the gz birthday af O'r, Marln Luther King, Jr,
The intermationally acclaimed civil rights leader was barn in Atlanta, Georgia and
earned his bachelor's degrze from Morehouse College and his doctorate from Boston
Unmnersity, He was drafied into acion asthe young pastor of Dexter Avenue Baphist
Church in Montgeniery, Alabama after Mrs. Bosa Parks did nat adhereto the rule of
sHng in & cerntain ares of the city bus {athough there was reportedly no room in the srea designated for African Amer-
cans), Ower wme he becamethe iconic leader af the civil rights mevement from the 1950's urd| his assassination in 1968,
He devsloped nomvialent pratests based on Ghandi's namviolent philosophy. Or. King-and those who parfcipated in the
Ciwil Rights Mowvermeant paridpated in peaceful, nenvielent pratests, even in the face of brutality and numeraus arrests. Or.
Kirng's home was bambed and he |wed under the threst of death. He famously seemed to antcipate his death in the
zspeech given the night befare his death, inwhich he noted that swhile he might not: get theres with those that he led, he had
been to the mountain top and seen the Pramised Land (ala M oses who ledthe children of (srasl,

Dr. Kirigwas also known for his letters written during his arrests, and coordinatiigthe March on Washington where he fa-
mously gave his ' have a Dream” speech. Kinglooked to Mahatma Mohandas Ghandifor his philesophy/ strategy of nonwvi-
plent, civil disobedience to achieve independence for India from the Brit'sh, Dr. King spoke of his belief / dream that ane
day future generahions would experience justice, equality, economic opportunity far all and a #fme of mutual respect and
bretherky lovethat weuld make this a natural eccurrence. Hefeoused an vottng rights for African Americas in a2n effart to
hawve asay In gowvernment and laws at all levals; that is, from monicipal oflicials to. President afthe United States,

Historically, in 2008, the United States and the world saw what many |abeled a representation of that “Dream” coming ta
parial fruifion. That is, a man of African descent was elected (and subseguently re-elected) President of the United Statas/
Lleader af the Free World. President Barack Hussein Obama, the son of a Kenyan father and American Caucasian mother,
hascompleted two termsand history will determine his legaoy,

Mewis reporters, polincal pundits and athers have neted the unique demeanor, methed of cammunicating, and @ mpaign-
ing that has been employed during the campaign for the next president of the United S5tates: This has included critical
staternents about persons of Mexican descent and the Muslim faith; fermales; persons with disabilines or who are other-
wise deemed not suitable interms of appearance. There have been statements that seemed to encourage violence at cam-
paign rallies, for example, afferingto pay legal fees for supporerswhe were vinlent towards others with dissenting paligcal
views, The positions taken and/ar campaign rhetaric have reportedly resulted in stated support from neo-Mazi and white
supremacy groups. Generally, thers have been no overt statements or patierns of behavior that supgest that the new [=ad-
erand / or assodates promote orset as-a high priorty, the tenams/ philosophy of Or. King, such-asjusiice and equality, mu-
tual resped and brotherly lowve, nonvialence, to name & few, [Therz are |egal cases on record where the next leader of the
free world allegedly engaged in housing discrimina®ion against African Americans and that restrided membership in gof
resortsthat he owned]

One might ponder, what weauld Dr, Kingthinkaboutthe events suroundingthe 2016 eleciion? Given the aboave, one might
speculate that thers would be concern about those tenants of jushice, equality, mutual- respect, religious tenants/
spirituality, and nonviolence.: The Dream is still a work in progress.




“"Miracle on Church Street”
Celebrated the Christmas Story

“Mirade an Church Street” was the fitle of the Christmas Program that
was presented by the Music and Christan Arts Ministry of 5t John. Or.
Menic Dillihunt, Chrisiian Education Director, fed the team ofteachers,
musicdans, dancers and advisors wha coordinated this event: The pro-
gram was held at 10:50 am an December 18.

The antiopation was high as paracpants, planners, and parents buzzed
around the back halkyay and fellawship hall In preparatian for the pro-
gram. The sets wera in place forthe manger scene and other supporng
sta@ions fer the drama. Famdpants ef all ages brought the Christmas sto-
ry to life'thraugh drama, speeches, music and dance.

The lighting of the Advent Candles (third Sunday in Advent) induded
prayer, sripture and readings on peace by pardcipants Alijah Webb, Joy
Wright, DeShaun Hardin, and Kyle Washington. Namators were Mrs,
Claudinette Punfoy Fears and Mr. Ronald Mcltosh. The Children®s Chair,
the ¥oices in Praise Choir, andthe Praise Team rendered selechons “Love
Has Come,” “"Emmanuel,” "Behold the Lamb,” and “The Night When
Christ Was Boam.” The Dance Ministry ministered to “Breath of Heawven,”
“There is No Christrmas Without Yeu,” and “The Night When Christ was
Barn” The story of the real meaning of Christmas was taold with such
passion and dramathat those diaracters whe were inirally focused only
onthe secularevents of the holiday season wers mnvinced by the end of
the play that lesusis the reasan forthe season.

Thank you Dr. Dillihunt and the M usic and Christian Arts Ministry far pre-
senting “The Miracle an Church Street”
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Christmas Celebrated with Candlelight and Morning Worship Services

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

2016 provided an opportunity fartwo spedal Christrnas Worship Celebrat'ons within twenty-four
hours. Warshippers gathered Christmas Bve &t 7 pm for-a candlelight service. The call ta warship
wias "0 Lowe Divine! frem the cheral postiude, "Heawenly Light" by Alexander Kopylaw, Thea
lightingofthe ChAst Candle anthe Advent Wreath was led by Ms. Barbara Jahnson and Ms. Ange-
line Brownlow. The musicwas rendered by the Mass Cheir. Christmas sangs and scripture re-
J minded worshippers of the joyv of thisspecial night: The program stated a meditation by Pastor
e “ Wright, but he preached! The message was entitled "It's Not About the WrRpping” with text from
Luke 2:7. He began by sharing how beaulTully wrapped gifts raise eqpectaiions about the content, He-also noted that gift
wirapping is a twoe billion dallar'business. The preachar used this background an “wrapping” to contrast the gift that Gad
gave. The gift of His5on had no wrapping Thiswasthe greatest gift God could give the warld and it far exceeded s wrap-
ping. Te further emphasize how the wrapping takes the
focus off the gift, he share three kinds of wrapping that
reflec spiritual truths. The wrinkled wrapping—athough
the wrapping may be wrinkled the beast that God can give 15
on the inside because the Lord does not 'see as man sees.
The sze of the gift does noet represent the guality af the
gifi. The baby lesus was in a small manger, The wrapping
is notthe gift. On Christmas marning the real gift isseen. 1t
5 notabout the wrapping, it i1s about lesus, love, and sakva-
wan.

The service concluded with the lighting of candles across
the sancuary as the lipht was passed from personto pér-
san-and the Benediclon.

Christmas Morning Service

Worshippers gathered again an Christmas marning far a8 10 am service, Thare was a Joyful spirt and greefings af “Merny
Christmas” were shared throughout the day. The priority of the day was to affer
praisesto God far his Indescribable Gl of His Son. The call towarship from Christ-
mas Eve was again used to begin thisservice ad the Christ Candle was lit. The con-
grepational sangs and chaoir seleons all focused an the birth af Christ. The serman
wasg enfitted “Don’t Return the Gift" with text John 1:1-11. After poinbing out res
sans gifts are returned, he fooused on the importance keepingthe gift of God's anly

'Son asavaldable presence in the lives
of those whao have received Him. The
Gift shauld be kept because it IJring';_i

Cnew life, new visionand light. The new

“loak is the way one appears 1o other

wihen they have the Gft. The newvision isto see good things in bad situations. |

The light speaks against injustce and sodal evil. When persans speak negativity,

doubt, disbelief, arfeel unloved , they are returning the Gift. Pastor ¥Wright em-

phasized that the gift is available and free to anyone who accepts Christ and

urged listenersta not return the Gift.

The Benedichion was ablessing as those in afdendance prepared to depart in love and service.
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St. John Celebrates New Year's Eve: Watch Night

By Charkie Bmo ks

As miembers gathered to begin the 20:00 p.m. Worship Service many were drawn to the history of Watch MNight Services
that Pastor Wright.included on the badk afthe YCloclkfaced” bulietn. The description of the age-old elebrebion took mamy
back ta their childhood days. The watch night service could not be missed. For many the tradimon dates back to 1862
wihen the first YWatch Night Services were celebrated in Black Communiies in America; however, the actual histary dates
backtothe daviof John Weslay.

Inthe Black church Watch Might was also known as “Freedonm's Eve.” On that night Black slaves and free Bladks ame to-
getherin churches and private hamies all across the namon awaiiingnewsthat the Emancipation Proclamaton actually had
become |zw. At the stroke of midnight January 1, 1863; all slaves in the Confederste States were declared legally fre.
When the news was received, thers were prayers, shouts and songs of joy as many peaple fellte their knees and thanked
Gad. Congregations sHll gather in churches annually an New Year's Beeto praise God for bringing them safely through an-
otheryear,

The service at 5t. Joln began amid the fogand rain as warshippers forged togetherin praise sought-a new beginning inthe
new year, The call to worship was |ed by the Reverend Joretha Wright, followed with the invo@won by the Reverend
Charles Glaver. The Reverend Glaver s fervent prayer echoed the powerful callte worship which included: “ WONT GIVE
UP_SHUT UP_.LET UP..umtal | have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up, and worked up forthe cause of Christ. lam a
disciple of lesus Chnst. | must go ‘8] He comes, give Bl drop, teach all known and work "8l He stapsme. Andwhen lesus
cames, He will have no problems recognizing me be@use He'll remember: | was the one He gave PO WER." The Praise
Team rendered selechions “How Great is Our God” and “Alpha and Omega.”

Fastor Wright reminded those in afiendance that they were at the “Praise Party” and led in singing | Lowve to Praise Him",
THis was followed by individual tesmonies. Sister Rivers read the scripture for the senvices. The Mass Cholr sang and the
Praise Dancers ministered in dance.

The prodamation of the Word was offered by Pastor Maurice Wright, ||, The message was emtitled . And The Lord Gave
Job Twice as Much as He Had Befare” with text from Job 42:10(b).

Pastor Wrght began, “As we gather inthe final day af 2016, we've all had different kinds of days. We've had good days,
shiny sun and rain. Somefmes nathingwent right.” He compared these stustions to Job's situation which can be set up
for @ diving purpose, Some did not know that. We ars sametimes s2t up fora COME BACK. James 1:2 reminds us that
thingz happen for us to develop our Faith. “When you go through things that you don't think you'll survive, he stated,
these things are faryour good and for your comebads” Thistext, dealswith Job's end. They prepared farhisfuneral, but
Job had patience and faith, Chapter One describes Job asil) Perfect, (2} Upright, {3) Righteous. He staved away from evil.
He could not back down. 1. We were reminded not to focus on our stufl. Matthew 6:19 reminds us that whers your
treasureis there isyourheart. 2. Don'tfocuson ether people. Psalm 1188 - Trust God, not friends and family. Job gave
God “in-spite of praise” after losing his family and possessions. Godis looking for peoplewho @n sAll have reasan to give
Him praise. (ob 1:3%. 3. We have to focus on our Faith. Romans 10:17 says Faith comes by hearing the Word. WE
MUST FEED OUR FAITH. (James 1:22) Tell yourself that everything will bé okay. Do you want something betier in 20177
Tellyourstory! We each should have a Tesamorny —..F've beenthrough,, but I'm coming back. Pastor concluded by empha-
sizing it was a "Set up” for a comeback!

The Inwitation ta Christian Discipleship was gven, followed by the "Yoke Release” and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Yokes were released by worshipperstossing their yakes bwritten an squares of papen at the altar as they received the
cammunion elements. The blessing of the food wasoffered and thenthe Benedidion.

The Steward Board provided 3 wanderful breakfast feast after the service! Food prepared by Brother Hadpes Washington

L e et o e )
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St. John Celebrates New Year's Eve: Watch Night

By Charkie Bmo ks

and company included sausage, bacon, eges, grits, fruit, biscuits, juices and coffee. A special pancake station was manned
by Brother Guy Ginn and Brother5am Walton. Sister Whitehead led the transfomat’on ofthe fEIIu‘mhl’p hallto a 2017 cel-
ebration room. Itwas beaunfully decorated with blue, gold and silver. Beauwtul bullewn board and doar demorations wek
mmed the 2017 year. A 2017 phote booth was available phato shoots. Entertainment included 3 performance by “Mo and
Jg” [ask someane who was there about this). Below are same arethe snapshotsthat captured the fellowship.

AL | i

i y;r...'--m i

Fastorwright, Pey. Ritaand 1he Stevam Board Ste wards Rankin are Johnsan
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Presiding Elder Allen Holds
Planning Meeting for 2016-2017

Presiding Elder Olwer Allen |ed
the South Bimingham Huntsville
Bessemer (SBHB) District in its
Annual Planning Meeting an De
cember 17.  The meeting was
held =t Bethel AME Church in
Hemewnood, Alabama where the
Reversand Wm. lermaine Richard-
son is the pastar. Both ministers
and lay gathersd In eager anfick
pation of the report of plans for
the conference year. In the letler of grestings Presiding
Elder and Mrs. Allen elaborated an this year's theme “Our
theme for thisyear's planningis 'A New Beginning: We will
accomplish our mission by reading the word of God, our
source of power; leoking around and seeing the problems;
and dewvelaping @ plan te accemplish aur mission.” Using
the text of Deuteronamy 2:31-3, Presiding Elder Allen said
that the District should, like the |sraslites, turn north and
try samething different.

Presding Elderand M.
O fwerallen, Jr.

The arganization -of the SBHE Distridt was presented and
detailed instruchions were provided on preparing and pre-
sermfing quarterly conference reports. The District will be
using electronic technology to receive reports and infor-
mation about acwvities will be posted on the websitz,
Churches were reminded of the impeortance of continued
suppart of the Ninth District’s food bank and community
gardens. They should also can®nue the manthly “ Belizwe®
campaign that provides much needed funds for the mainte
nance of Daniel Payne Community Plaza.

There was also good fellowship and food, Congratulatons
to Presiding Elder and Mrs. Allen on 2 produchive meefing
Pray faor them as they lead the SBHE District thraugh this
canference yaar

The SBEHE Distrid consists of twenty-three churches in
Huntsville, Scotbara, Fackler, Gadstan, Birmingham, Bes
sermer, Trussville, Madisan, Albertville, new Market, Home-
wiood, Guntersville, Tarrent City, and Anniston.

“Together we must meve forward and confinue to have the
Same Missien in mind by accomplishing it by ways of New
Methads ¥ - Presiding Elder Oliver Allendr.

The 32nd Annual WMS
Convention held at AAMU

By Mary Powers

The Minth Episcopal District
WIS held its 32" Annual WMS
Canvention in Huntsville on the
campus of Alabama AZM Link
warsity. The Reverend Sherita
MMoon Seswright is the Episco-
pal Supervisar and Mrs. Susie
donez Bonner s the District
I WMS Prasident. The DGistrict
theme, was “Bndging the Gap:
Community, Literacy, and
Healthare Dispariges,”

The conwvention opened an Fri-

day, December 2, 2016 With
T" Wice President Tamara Giles presiding, the ocpening
gvent was billed 3s an Bveningof Cutture. The Revered Rob-
ert Turner gave the Invocaaon and Sister Djuana Dunmmbe
Wilson . gave the welmome address, The YPDers and
YAM:s were showcased as flaggers for the prelude tothe
theatncal predudion “FLIGHT 309." The flaggers danced
az 3 musical selection was given by the ALABAMA SEM
LUMNIWERSITY CHO IR, The play follessd this musical selechion
and was directed by Mr. Perry MeMaeil.
On Saturday, December 3, the business session was
held with Sister Susie Bonner, Episcopal President, presid
ing. The DevobWon was |led by Sister Dom-
thiy Davis, Eplscopal Waorship L2ader. The opening selec
won was “Joy ta the World® follewed Iy prager
and scripture frem Corinthians 5:18-21 Greefdngs and wel
come were sdtended by Sister Mary Powesrs, host church
W5 president, and the Reversnd Jorstha YWright whao
stood in for her husband, hest church Pastor Waurice
Wright.

The busingss session was fallowed by the awards lunchean.
1st Wice President Sister Adrienns Rowland presided. By
nature of her posiion, she was also the organizer for com-
passionate care projects for the Districd. The project this
year supporied the Domestac Violence Center in Hunt swille
The WMS members donated underwear for women and
children, as well as, Walmart gifi cardsthat totaled 51,400
dollars. Before and during lunch, Supervisar Sherita Moon
Seawripht made remarks. She also delighted the WM with
some trug and humorous [ife stories that eaid it is ok ta
face your truth, whatsver 15, and move on because unml

P e e e
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Thank You
By Kaitlyn McClung.

Lord, Ithankyou

forse FII'E._-i_'F[.T.Ei‘tH rday fram tomorrow
Though my past be sinful,

I thank yau

farthe promise of forgiveness.

Lord, | praise You

for each day comes a new blessing

Though | know not f tomarrow Ering! life ar death,
Ithank ¥ou

farthe promise af IH‘_Er_"ur_r_lan'h B

Lard, | magnify You

farbeingGod all an "Fp_urpwh

Today, Wh"E'Er_g;:l'l‘l'g':'l' our mercy and grace upon this altar,
Ithank You - -

farthe promise af Yourlove and salvation.

In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

Kadlyn iz the doughter of Kathlyn Dulaney and o ife-lang mambar of 52
Joha  Sha jso modent oS labama A8 A Lawersitg

The 32nd Annual WMS
Convention held at AAMU

By Mary Powe =

A vl wstend o s B

youface it you can't fix it. The wo rkshop speakerwas A, Faye-

Baykin Calhoun  whao is  known for  speak-

ing Spiritually Truthfully, and Radically. She spoke an how

the Black ::hurr:h is behind the imes on speaking truth to
youngpeopleto pre pare them tn':fa'cz.l_ife'.l issUESs,

Mrs. Calhaun is the author of B=en Through the Fire but Did-
‘t Get Bumed 100%, No Tesmmaony Withaut & Test, In Due
Seasop, and several uthurhnnh.':-.

The m:éi_'ng dosed with a sang, prayer, and the I'I:I'I'lnl_unimr
Benedicton,

NEW YEAR'S GREETING
Alnvphty Creslalk Gogl

W are il geims &t The start al e @ned LH My yesT
taling aurlirsEhesiant sty on S unicssEd roed,
W tham kY tha e e et e reald
and kvery sbiiaelEalongthE wesy)
that Yo want: 1o, beaur Leader and Buida
antl ahaw e the way to'the sletnal Fathal's holss.
Helg-us Totaks Yagr hand Infanh
and to fatlaw Y ou' uncahdinarally.

W thank Fou that ‘fou will ke nthetatum
i E V ad were [k tha s,
thar Youwill l=ad the way thrauzh el sur fomermaws
with the same love w yesterday and (he day bafors.
Thesk Yeu rhar.nohingsend nokedy can snsteh us fmm T aur
Eand, sven i1 we strsy fram Yol dn stubbern williogness,
arantvhs wewil'beginand end thivesarwih Eanhim You;
that vt hing will stenlour oy and peace In Vou
Wewant 1o venture gnte 1he rosd shead
WLty e cagrale 3l Falth, B8 oty e Childrane
tardbmue wEwant in el m Y our footEtEps
‘\‘unt!t_gm Bl eepdice lpye and o byfite,

W prey Ll inthe nan eatosEall names
JESUS B URLORD
ANTEN

Thest Jeha!Saup Kiche=nicopen anthesthird =nd fourth
Tuezaay af e=mh manth. Yaluntasraars atways weltons
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January is a Time for a Healthy Fresh Start
By Bricket ). Floyd

January is often a fme when people decideto have-a fresh start ar make benehicial changes in their lives: Thus, there are
many “Mew ¥Year's Resolutons” made. Plans and inteniions are sincere, but afien the achions last through February or
March at best. Hawing Infarmation to infoarm the person’s mWonale for these changes can serve to increase motvation 2nd
commitment to ‘hangin there far the lang haul',

Some of the most popular changes fgoals focus on improved health and healthy living. The foundation far this includes
healthy eating habits, pood sleep habits and edercise; This can serve to prevent health problems ar to improve physical
and emotonal health and wellbeing,

The key to heolthy soting & fo insure that ane eots becouse ane 5 ootually hungry, Often peaple will eat for other reasans
such as baredam, camfort or sometimes they misread the cug from their brain; that is, they are acually thirsty, So it is im-
portant to stop and onsiderwhat is driving the "hunger'.

Be coreful fo not engoge in ‘gutomatic soting ' while watching telsvision or because of borsdom. Same people eat when
they are arxious, stressed, and/ar sad. This not anly increases weight dueto grester food intake but the types of food.
Emational distrass can trigger cravings for carbohydrates, salty and sugary foods.

Drink woter because thal might be the-acual message fromthe brain. The recommended water intake is & bit morethan
the familiar eight glasses parday. Accordingto areport at nihgow, the recommended water intake for men isthirtesn (13
cups and for women, nine {9) cups, It Is impoatant to drink water rather than sugary soft drinks, tea, energy drinks, stc
Water can be flavored by adding lemon, lime, or orange. Also no-calorie settzer or sparkling water can be |ess bland for
thosz whao camplain about water.

Diecre oee poded sugorintoke Armficial sweeteners should be avoided. Dietfoods and beverages are maore salty or sweet to
taste and will serveto increase the desire for and intake of salt or sugar. One does not havetio do without sugar totalhy.
Try to reduce added sugar (2.g.one teaspoon orless in a cup of tea or coflee) . Honey aragave can be usad instead of sug-
ar. There are netural sugors in fruit, roasted vegetables, plain yogurt, and whole grains, WWihthese and ether such foods,
there are addmonal nutrients such as pretein, calcium, fiber, Vitamins A, C, and O

Goiing gpprogrigte omeunts of sfeep 5 impordont  Eight hours of sleepis a good guide. 1t should be noted that teens tend
to nieed nine toten hours of sleep. Research has shown that older aduls often sleep fourto six hours per night. Some
have problems with insomnia. Ifthere are major problems with inability to get to sleap ar swakening frequently once
aslegp, a physician should be consulted. Good sf=ep hygiens is important. Having quiet wme of at |l2ast an hour before bad-
fimeis helpful. Lght can interfere with sleep aswell. tis recommendsd thot the bedroom be set Up for sesp only. That
15, natelevision or compuierin the bedroom,

Ewercime is importont for good bheolth. Exercide contnbutes to good physicol ond mentol health. There are simple, sven
easy, achivinesthat can serve to keep the person moving. Health experts typically recommend thirty (30) minutes of exer-
cise daily. This can be spread throughoutthe day. A pym membership ([@nd attendance] is good but simple thingslike:using
the stairs instead of the elevator, parking agood distance fram an entrance, walkingte the efice of a colleague ratherthan

e-mailing ar phoningthe person. Weatherdoes not have to be an issue. Often men and women are seen puthng in their
paces asthey make laps inthe mall {ratherthan stralling fram storeta stare). Swimming (s an excellent exardse as thera is
less ground impadc thanin walking ar running %o joints are protectad. There is more resistance however, and sa thereisa
goodvwork out. Househald achvilies such as making 3 bed, vacuuming, washing dishes can burn calories. Adults aswell as
children shauld limit video game fime, television, and other sedentary acavities. Get up ond mowe!

Wishing vou heolthy hobits and good health in 200 7
Always consult your physicion before making any changas in distary or exencise hobits

Lanmry I17 Fapge 8



Holiday Food Boxes

Distributed at Christmas

i | 5t. John provided over fifty food

boxes to needy families far
| Christmas. The bexes contained
f food for a Christmas meal and

maore.

Thank you 5t lahn faryour ger-

erosity and ‘thank you com-

mittee for your selfless service

in shopping, preparing and dis
Maeola Peoples tribusngthe food boxes.
e es food boges .

Membership Canvassing

Coming Soon

Calling all membars!

ltisthat ime of the yearwhen you are asked to update your
membership infarmaton. The stewardswill begin contachiing
youfrom January 29, 2017-February 19, 2017, An adult mem-
berfrom each family must verify the infarmaton, Thankyeu

yery much.

The Stewards af5t. lohn AME Church

AME Proud

The book [now 3 major molon picture) Higden
Figures was writien by Margot Lee Shetierly. It tells the stary
af hlade mathematicians who began woarking as “human com-
puters” during Warld War |l and later played key mles in cal-
culamonsfor NASA'S greatest-achievementsin the space pro-
grarnm.

Dorathy Yaughn (played by Ocavia Spen- %
cer] and Mary Jadoson (played by lanslle |
Monael were both -acive and |ifE—|l:|I'IE.
members of the AME Church. Dorothy
Vaughn was g graduate of Wilberforce Uni-
VErSITY.

Church School Book Club

Discussion Date: January 21, 2017
10:00 A0, —11:30 AN,

Red Hots, Damon Wayans, 2010

Crizcussion Date: February 15, 2017
10:00 A.M.—11:30 AN,

Till You Hear frovm Me, Pear] Cleage, 2010

Just when i appears that all her hard work an Barsck
Obama's presidental ampaign §-about to pay off with a
White House jub, thity-five-year-old Tda B, Wells Dunbar
finds herself on Washingtan, 0.C's post-eleca’on sidelines
even as her twenty-something counterparts overrun the
West Wing. Adding to her woes, her father, the Reverand
Haorace A Dunbar, Atlanta ciwll rights lcen and self-
described “foot soldier for freedom,” is notoriously fez
tured am-an sndlessh replayed YouTube clip in Which his
pranouncements do not exacly jibe with the new era in
Ameritan polics,

The Rew's sanging words and myopic wiews do not sound
anyihing like tha man wha raised |da ta maks her mark in
the woarld. When friends call ta express their comcern, |da
realzes it s ime 1o head home and see for herself what 15
going on. Besides, with her job prospects growing dimmer,
getng aut of 06 C. for awhile might be the smartest mave
shecould make,

Back in herald Yest End neighbarhaod, Ida runs inta child-
hond fiend and smosth politcal operatar Wes Harper, also
Intown ta pay a3 visit to the Reversnd Dunbar, his mentar,
Ida does fottrust Wes ar his mysteriols -connedions for

pne-secand, but she cannat dedy her growing afracion to
him.

YWhile |da and the Rew try to find the balance betweaen per-
sonal loyalees and polimcal realies, they must do some
serinus soul searchingin orderte get things back an track
befara ¥Wes permanently derails their best |aid plans.
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Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church

229 Church Strect | Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Visit us at httpyfwww. stjohname-hsv.org /

METHODIST

Emphasis
Sunday

Sunday, January 29, 2
School 9:00AM Worship Experien:

Transportation and lunch provided.
For more information contact thhe Church Ofhice at 256 . 5343, 3265

-

The Reverend Maurice Wright II, Servant Pastor
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2017

The lessan reviews werewritien by Brother Keén Parham.

February 5, 2017

Lessan Title: Re-ereated to Live in Harmany
Lesson Seripture: Galatans 3:2647

Print: Galawans 3:26-47

Devetional Songs: #4450, #323, and #2943

Key Verse, “There is no longer lew ar Greek, thers is no
langer slave or free, there is no longer male or female; far
all ofyou are gne.in Christ Jesus” (Galamans 3:28).

Inthis lessan, Paul provided assurance to the new comerts
in Galatta concerning being heirs ta the kingdam after their
denouncing Judaism and acceping the teachings of Jesus
iChristwanityl, Paul provided mmfort to them by giving
them an analogy between young heirs not fully come into
their inheritance and slaves with no inheritance. He indicat-
ed that as minors, the heirs were no berter than slaves
though they were stll owners of their inheritance. The mi
nor does have a guardian waiching ever them and their in-
heritance untl they reach properage. Paul indicated that
so it is with the promise of salvadon to those outside the
Lawi. He indicated in werses 4-F that although Jesus was
born under the |aw to redeam those under the |&ew, God
made provisions to adopt the children outzside the lae by
sending the spirit of His son into their hearts. 0 nce adopt-
ed; the ones that accept Christ are no lanper considered
slaves but children. And, if children, they are then en@itled
heirs,

February 12, 2017

Lessan Title: MNew Birth Brings Freadam
Lesson Scripture: Galawans 4

Print: Galasans 4:8-20

Devetional Songs: #364, #3272, and #3243

Key Verse: “Mow, howewver, that you have ome to know
God, or rather to be known by God, how @n youturn back
again to the weak and beggarly elemental spints? How can
vouwantto be enslavedto them again? [Galatians 4:9),

In this lesson, Paulwrote to the Jews who chose to accept
the new religion af Christianity in Galaba. Paul istroubled
by their evering back te customs and wanted to express
his concern asto whether ar not' hiswark in Galawa was in
vain. Faul nowced the following changes in the new coam
werts: 3 regression back to observing cdstams, canmtempt
towards Paul far his rebuke of their regression, and new

converts were sesking the adwice af Judasism teachers
known for net tellingthe truth cancerming the teachings of
lesus

February 19, 2017

Lesson Title: Freedom in Christ

Lesson Senpture: Galawans 5:1-17
Print: Galamans 5:1-17

Devotional Songs: #424, 258, and #243

Key VWerses! “For you were called to freedam, brethers and
sistars; only do not use your freedom as-an apportunity far
self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one an-
other.” [Galatians 5:13),

Here again, Faul addressed the converts in Galaka in this
tewt. He had heard that the converts to Chrishianity weare in
the process of practcing circumdsion, -a Jewish tradimon
based an 2 ovenant made between God and Abrakam
(Genesls 17:10-14). Paul was wandering what was going on
inthat thaconvertzwere doing zo well,

Paul polnted out that Jesus did not care sbout one being
cicumcsed ar uncircumesed and indicied that the prac-
ore would cut them off from Jesus and God's grace. Paul
indicated that revernng back to pradicing lewash tradifions
would only allew them ta became slavesto self-indulgence.
The teachings ef lesus' lave would allew the Galahansto be
free to serve one another az noted inthe second grestes
commandment, “_. lowe Thou neighborasthou self_*. Paul
clossd by cautioningthe new comerts ta not be consumead
by following tredmons for same only sanshed the desires of
the flesh and what the flesh desired s opposite to what
Spirt desirad.

February 26, 2017

Lesson Title: Christ Creates Holy Living

Lesson ScApture; Galabans 5:18-6:10

Print: Galatans 5:12-6:10

Tentatnee Devotianal Songs: #345, F251, and £ 243

Key Verse: “The fruit of the Spirt is love, joy, peace, pa-
wence, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and

salf-cantral. There is no law against such things® (Galatans
C:22-23).

In this passage, Paul explored what © meant to take on

Fleat Al el o e 42
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Church School Lesson Cverview
February 2017

A arlimainl Mrid prasre A )

Chrigt-like diaracteristics and walk in theSpint. The text gro-
vided a lisiing of human characteristics (hatred, snvy, aduk
tery, fornicaton, idelatry, drunkenness, sirfe, 2te) that man
takeés on because of beingunder the law. The Lifs Application
Study Hible indicates that the charmcder traits of the spirit
(e, joy peace, gentlen=ss, kindngss, etc) are under Jesus
contral @and the only way that man can abtain these charactsi
traits is 1o join his Ife with Jesus It is noted that dealing with
gins (crucifying them) dees not mean that believers will not
hawve these desires, but as Christians they have the powerto
overcome sin (2 Corinthians 5:17 —if any man bein Chast, he
iz a new creaturs, old things have passed away 0.

Faul reminded the Galatans that if they walked in the spirit
they must alse be puided by the Spirit. He indicsted that
same will go out of thelr way to segk approval of others, but
those fallowing God with the right heart will not nesd te sesh
approval. And (n keepingwith working In the spirit, believers
should help one another.

Finallg, Paul cammented on warking in the Spirt. He warned
that they would sow what they reaped. Far if in doing right,
believers are plannng seeds for later. He indicated that even
ifthere Is no recognifton for dolng God's waoerk, do not ke dis-
miay2e and de not c2ase, God iswatching and will reward in
due season.

Here We Grow Again!

5t. John welcomes the persans who have recenthly joined the
church:
Mr. Radench A, T. Green

Mis. Lisa K. MecCraw

Welc ome to theSt lohn family!

Membership Canvassing

Stewards will conduct their annual membership canvassing
duringthe manth of February. Members will be contacted by
a steward ta review their infarmaton and ministry paricipa-
wan.

MNew Sth District Website

Visit the newly designed website at
hitp:/ fwnenernimthamechurch,org’

The wision for the Minth Episcopal
District isto

"Encourage, Empowerand Enable the
Feople of Godi"

Like St. John on Facebook

STIOHMARE HEY

B2 sum toviewthe spec | MLEtibute onour Facebook mee

Visit to Museum Flanned

The Fifty Plus A wiliary will ventureto the Scotisboro Boys

Museum Cultural Center on February 3, 2017, The bus/
wvan will leave from t1he church at 9:15 am. Please contad
DOr. Lee ¥Williams at 256.859.133% 1o reserve a seat.

Weekly Bible Study
Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Pastor Wright leads Bible Study each Wednesday at noan
and & pm [unless otherwise notzd on
the church lendar) .

Members are urged to grow spiritually
through this weekhl study, Currently

[ the lessons are based an the book Con-
nected: My Life inthe Church by Tham
=5 Rainer, You may purchase the book

from Lifessray or otherlocal and online baokstares. There is
also an APPF available on this bible study series.
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PRAYER for the MONTH Heavenly Father, thank voufor a new beginning in 2017, Thankyoufor the opportunity to: serve you
more, to tell mare people sbout Your leve, Your gift of salvasion through Your Son and spread Y our lowe. Guide us each day
af 2017 to be whe You want usto e, In Jesus' name. Amen.

Seripture for the Month— Inthe beginningwasthe Word, andthe Word waswith Ged, and the Ward was God.
-John 1:1 {NRSV)
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St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
. 229 Church Street .5 Postage

: 3 PA&ID
Hursville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

F-mail:  1oonmme nEsolcom
Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE
The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop
. The Pevermmd Sherita Seawrght, EpEcopal Supe re Eor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder
The Reverend MMaure Wnght [, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Leadership Tralning Day
200 a.m. Stewardess Boord
I pom. Steward Boord aond Trustes Board
4 p.m. Al leoders
Flease notethat these imes are subject te change. Please contact the church effice
for mare infermation.
lonuary 29, 2017 College Emiphasis Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Service, ChurchSchool 3:00a.m.
February 12, 2007 AME Church Founders Day
February 28, 2017 Shrove Tuesday

Morch 1, 2017 Ash Wednesday

Thot i you confiess with pour mouth, “fesus is Lord, Y and belisve in paur heart
thaot God roised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 103

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN —

A M E Newstermer &

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume21 Issue2 February 2017
CELEBRATING AFRICAN METHODISM

Sobmiterd b S icte r Hathiz Nathzs. 9th DiEtrict Chrictin Bd o tion Dimctar

It is during the month of February that the Africean Methodist Episcopal Church observes Founder's Day. Special worship

services and other celebratory events are planned to honor the memory of Richard Allen, the founder of our great Zign. The
founder of the church was also the first consecrated bishop af the African Methodist Episcapal Church. We must alsa c=le-
brate Sarah Allen, the wife of Richard Allen, ‘and the first missionary inthe African Methodist Episcapal Church

¥We are "African” because our church was organized by people af African descent. The church, howewver, is pento people
ofall races.

We are "Methadist” because adr roots are in the Methodist church; thus we are a member af the family of Methadist
churches. We followthe Methodist doctrine and the order of warship.

¥We are "Episcopal” because our church operates under an episcopal farm of governmernt. The episcapal form af pavem-
ment means that the chief executive and administrabve officersof the AME Church arethe Bishopsof thechurch.

¥YWhile we celebrate the rich history of our AME Church, | invite you to goto the AMEwebsite and read it foryourself. ¥ou
may alsofind the history in The Docnne ond Dizcpline of the Afrncon Methodist Epscopal Church 2002, 5o let us celebrate
the AME Church, which has made such a posifive impad an our lives, We can do this by |iwing out the true meaning af aur
AMErmaotte: "Gad OurFather, Christ Our Redeemer, Haly S pirit Our Comforter, Humankind O ur Family.”

DO YOU KNOW YOUR AME CHURCH?
1 Founder and first consecrated Bishop ofthe AME Church

2. Name the «church swhere Richard Allen swas worshiping befare he and osther blachs walked
out.

3. The place where the group who left 5t George's Methodist Church met,

4., The MName the Eroup gave  themsehes after  they left 5t George's b et hadist
Church,

5. The basic foundamon af beliefs of the AME Church are: found in these 1tem dood-
ments

6, Thesefour personsknown as “The Four Homsemen” were piongers, instrumental inthe development ofthe AME
Church

7. WMS stands for

8. YPD standsfar

9. CLD standsfar

10. Yeu are @ member of the Episcopal District, Conference,
FE District.
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Historically Black Colleges and Universities are not only relevant,
they are Life Savers

By leanette lones

Education Changes Lives and Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HECUS) are truly |ife
savers. For years, HECUs have provided educamional opportunities to all, espedally to minarity
and underprivileged students whao were denled access to educatonal inshtutons due to their
rmce, ecanomically disadvantage backgrounds and systemic prejudices. HECUs, like Alabama
AR University [AAMU), provide guality education, scholarships, and offer supplemental field-
specilic experiences to students which correspond to developing, safepuarding, and preseminga
diverse workforce forthe future across several disciplines. Just as at'any university or college, the
quality of education at an HBECU is anly as good asthe student's desirete learn.

HBCUz are indeed a source of accomplishment and great pride for the Afrian American community and the =niire nation.
The Higher Educatwon Act of 1965, as amended, defines an HBECU as: “_any historically black college or university that was
established priorto 1964 whose prAndpal mission was, and 15, the education of black Americans, and that is accredited by a
natianally recognized accrediing agency or assocignion”, HBCU= ofler all students, repardless of race, an apportunity to de-
welop their skills and talents. These institubons train young people who go on to serve sodety domestcally and internanonalk
by inthe professions as entrepreneurs, aswell as within the public and private sectors (White house infative on histarically
biock colleges and universities, 2016)

Are HBCUs stll elevant? Yes, they are indeed relevant and very necessary. There are appradimately 107 Histarically Black
Colleges and Universioes, including public and private insetutians, community, faur-year institunons, medical, law, and other
health professional schoals, HBCUS represent only 2 percent af all Colleges and Universities in the nalion, yet they enroll ap-
proximately 12 percent of all black college students and praduce 25 parcent of all callege graduates who are bladk. Data alsa

shows that 41 percent of all degrees in the STEM disdplines (Sdence, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematos) were ob-
taingd from HECUs. In the health care professions, data also indicates 38 percent of the bladk health professionals were grad-
uates of HECUs. Acordingto WNCF, HECUs produce appraximately 70% of all black dactors and dentists, 50% of black engr
neers and publicschoalteachers and 35% of black leawyers. Meedless to say, HECUs play a very Important rale in ensuring the
nzton has a welltrained and diversewarkfarce.

HBCUs are primarily minority serving insiitumons meaning they are educeional inswtutions for African-Americans and for
women and men of differem sociocubural and economic backgrounds. HECU s enroll peaples of all backgrounds and ethnig-
fwes. They play awvital role in providing an.education te those wha have been marginalized by the educafion system.

"HECU s, like Alabama AEM University, founded by an ex-slave, Or. William Heoper Caundll, prepares and inshlls within their
students the philosaphy that they can come ta AAMU, and abtain 3 pood eduEtonwhich can take them anywhere in life.”
HBCUs have laid the educational foundanaon for achisvers like retired Chief of Contracts and Management, WS Army Corps
of Engineers, Sharon Butler, AAMLU graduate, Retred Director, Security Assistance, LS. Armry Missile Command, Adrienne P-
K Washington, AAMLU graduate; Judge Martha Lynn Shermd, Fisk Uniersity graduate; Rered UAH Professaor Emeritus, Dr.
Lee Willlams H, Knoswville College graduste; AaMU President, Andrew Huging, Jr., South Carolina 51ate University graduste,
Entreprenesur and Foastball Hall of Famer, Jehn Stalheorth, AAMLU gpraduate; physicianand a former vice admiral in the US.
Fublic Health Service Comimissioned Corps, Or. Regina Benjamin, Xavier University graduate; AAMU Provost, Or. Daniel K.
Wims, Fort Valley State Universiy graduate; Col, James 0. Heyward, South Carolina State Universiy graduate; Pastor M au-
rice Wright, 5t. Jehn AME Church, Morhouse College graduate; and the Reverend Doctor M artin Luther King, Jr., Marehouss
College graduate; all of whom are notable alumni ef HECUs whe have made substantal contributons to the nattan in their
field.

The establishment and existence of an HBCL is-a vivid reminder of the victory realized in communiwes as people af African-
Amercan descent fought forthe nght to be educated. HBCUs were established with the assistance af several well-known

/B rorierncen v forge A0
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Fresident Barack Hussein Cbhama:

Forever Etched in African American (and all) History
Bridget J. Floyd

In 2008, Barack Hussein Obama was elected the 44”, and first African Ameri
can, Presidernt ofthe United States of America. Hewas re-elacted in 20120 The
son of a Kenyan fatherand Caucasian —Amencan mother, Barachk Obama graw
up in Hawaii and Indonesia, and completed his higher education at Columbia
University and Harvard Law School. Prier ta his presidency he waorked as a
carmmunity organcer, law professor, llinois State Senator , and United States
Senatorfrom llinois {his adopted home being Chicga, IL).

The legacy of Fresident Obama will be determined ower ime. As his term

came to an end, President Obama had high approval ratings overall (athough

wihen broken down by pelical party he typically recéned low retingsfram Re-

publicans and very high ratings from Democrats), Mr, Obamatookoffice inthe
midst af @ major recessian, Despite the dedaration by Republicans in Congress that they would oppose any legislation pro-
posed bythe President to insure that he would be a3 ene-term president, a number of signficant accemplishments eccurred.
Inthefirst one hundred days of his first term, a mula-billion dollar semulus billwas passed and the banking, housingand au-
tomobile industry were provided with necessary capital to avoid an economiccollapse Mew regulaiions for Wall Street were
put in place to prevent recurrenie of the problems. He signed lzgislaton to support equal pay farwomen,

The signaturs legislation propossd by Mr. Obamia was The Aflordable Care Act (referred to by detragtors as “Obamacare”),
This was passed and survived opposition efforts which went asfar asthe United 5tates S upreme Court. Interestingly, &t the
wme.of this wring, ctizens have begun to protest efforts to “repeal and replace” Okamacare (although this was the cam-

paign pramise of the current President and his party). The most popular components are that accessto healthcare is availa-

bletothose who have “pre-existing conditions” and children can stay on parents’ insurance policy untl age twenty six { 26).
A 'dear component of President @ bama’s legacy isthe fact
that he filled two Supreme Cour posmions: Sonia So-
tomayor and Elena Kagen, Howewer, his third namines,
Merrick Garland, was not allowed to go forward fora vete.
This rasulied in an elght-member Court far the last y=2ar of
hiz final term.

Frasident Obama apprmowved & special forces mission that
resulted in the death of Osama Bin Laden, the al-Gaeda
leader who was deemed responsible farthe “9/11" terrarist
agttack. Tragic incidents dunng his presidency resulted in
unsuccessful effarts teward gun comtrol. The pun labby was
very formidable. Other events included Treyvon Marlin's
death, the Boston Marathon bombing, and murders at
Maother Emmanuel AME Church where Pastar Clemente
Pinkrney and eight members were killed. President Obama
eulogeed the Reverend Fickney and was highliphted as he

braught clergy to their fegt as he ended his eulopy by

Bishops of the AME Church pray for the then cardidate Obama in 2008. leading them in singing "Amazing Grace”.

Mr. Obama received the Nobel Peace Prize as he beganto reach outte countries around theworld. He did meet with crifi-
cism. by the opposition party as "an-apologist”. However, he gave an inival impression as @ lzader/ person who wanted to uni-
fy. Heinitiated an agreement with Irante limitthe apacityto develop nuclearweapons andta allow inspectors to menitor

VL o s R e )
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Cr. Renita Weems Featured at Or. Martin Luther King Celebration
Bridget 1. Floyd

The Greater Huntsville Imterdenosminatonal Ministarial Fak
lowship | GHIM P annually celebrates the birthday of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Ir. and the Emancipaiion Pracdamation. This
religiaus and patriotc celebration of the renowned cril rights
leader and offical freedom of enslaved African Americens In
the United S5tates. The event is-alw=ys held on the actual
birthday of Or. Kingat ¥ p.m. Thisyear it was Sunday, Januarny
15, 2017, at Progressive Union Baptist Church, The host pas
tor wasthe Reverend Wayne Snodgrass. Dr. Renita Weems,
rengwned AME IWnerant Elder who now serves as co-pastaor
fwith her husband) at Ray of Hope In Nashwille, Tennessae.

The pregram began with the presentation of the colors by the

Boy Scouts and @ youth processional of internadional fags.

Inspiraiional musicwas povided by a mass choir consising of

woices and directors from numerous churches in the commu-

. REAIE Weems nity, Similarly liturgical dance featured Interdenominational

representatian as well. Program paricipantswers pastars fram the community, A youth challenge was presemted by per-

hapsa future pastor, Alabama A & M student, lerrian Crutcherthe grandson of the Reverend Jerry Crutcher. Dr Weems
wias intraduced by the Reverend Dr JuliusScruggs, pastor of First Missionary Bapa st Church.

Or. Weems preached with-an interesting/intriguing combina®on af pathos and humar. Hertopicwas “But We Had Haped”
from Luke 24, She chronicded the histary ef the creafion of 3 nattonal holiday to celebrate Or. King and neted that she had
broken the two rules of homiletcs, one af which is to: “preach your specialiy”. Despite her doctoral training {and urigue-

ness-as an African Amercan femaled in the Old Testament; she was tonight preaching from the Mew Testament — and
preach she did!

While Or. Weems did not hawve “an aspirational” ar positive title (the other nile) she reflected onthe taxt which described a

time when discpleswers recounfingthe events af lesus’ cructhxion andthe associated sadness and loss of hope. She also

noted that the disciples were sa caught up in this sad mood/grief that they did not recognize that Jesus was in theirmidst.
Throughout kerserman, Dr. Weems alluded to {atthat imel
the upoming 2017 inauguration of the new President of the
United States.

- S5he referred to a soap opera Wtle and introduction “Like
sands threugh the hour glass, so are the days of aur lives” and
" the referenced “fake news”. She noted that in the text they
~ were likely reflechng on their hopes and she referred to cur-
rent imes when people talk about “hope in hard imes”. She
made the comparison of & president whe engendered so
much hope to the “incoming” president [at that Wme) and
noted that there might be disappointment, which can turn
into discouragement, which can turn inte dzpression, which
canturninta despoir. She notedthat all of this con scaur if &
persan is not proyed ug or in fouch with Sad. Dr. Weems
indicated that “the mature Christian knows things don't turn
out the way they want, butthat Sod iz in Contmi/!”

Fasior Wneght, Or. Benit@ Weems and the Pevers nd EndE Scruges

L el o fang o 2T
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Leadership Conference Promotes Informed Leaders
By fedm L Mclaniel

A lzadership training session was Peld at'5t, John on Saturday, lanuary 28, 20017, The workshop fecused an the roles of
Stewards, Trustees, Stewardesses, and board, auxiliary and ministry leaders: The Right Reverend Caroln Tyler Guidry
(Retired), 122™ elected and mnsecrated bishop atthe AME Church was the keynote presenter. The Reverend Wilhelmina
DevoneHarvey (Rev. Wi, Esquire, Legal Adviserta the AME Church, and Pastor Maurice Wright || also presented sessions.
—

The morning session of the leadership training consist ed

- of separate sessions for Stewards, Trustees and 5tew-

i ardess. Each group rotated among presenters Bishop

'T\rler Guidry, Rew. Wil and Fastar Wright. Bishap Tyler

{ Guidry emphasized the role of the partioular board to

Cwrhich she spoke-and allawed for questons and discus

!!iﬂl'li regarding these roles, She oversd the qualfcs

fions and duties of =ach office. Her years of experience

and wisdom provided enlighteninginformabon for these

o pfficers. She was thorough in her answers to quesions

about the material that was presanted.

Rew. Wil provided information on “Sexual Misconduct
Folicy Training: Awareness and Prevention.” She provid-
ed infarmation regarding the definitions of sexual con-

tact, sexual miscenduct, sexual abuse, child se<ual
Pasto rwWriht, Bishop Tyker Guidry and Rev, wil abuse, as well as mandatary reporiing and Alabama

rules regarding sexual abuse and misconduct and chil-

dren's !uper'u'i.Einn. The presentation included reallife
scenarios that demansirated the impertance of leaders belng aware of and enforcing lews on sexual misenduct and
abuse. Many guestions were trigeered that led to in-depth discussions an the topics. Her expanence in representing the
AME Church in cases relafingto sesual misconduct was evident inthe discussions.

Pastor Wright led a session an cmmmunicatian with each ef the three groups. He began with an eserdse where teamswere
given @ stack of papar and & few minutes to arempt the buildthe highest papertower. Team members were not:allowed
totalk during this exercise. After discussingwhat happensd inthis exercise, the tearms weare given @ sscond appartunity to
build the highest papertower, but this mme they were assigned a3 team |eader and were allowed to talk. The contrast be-
tween the two exerdseswasthe foundation far a discussion on the importance of communication and team work. The ses-
sion highlighted concerns that alfed leaders and prevent growth: always playing defense, knowingthe dfferance in man-
agingand leading, fear of racking the baat, not enough lesus, and failure to communicate,

Following lunich, @ combined session was presented by Bishop Tyler Guidry, Lleadersfrom the boands, auxilianes and minis-
tries joined the stewsards, trustées and stewardesses for this session, Again, Bishap Tyler Guidry shared wisdam froam her
many years af wark in the church-and the community. 5 he noted that a leader must be a Chrisian, 8 membar “in good and
regular standing,” and understand the Church. She emphaszed that the ministries of the church coverthe areas of educa-
tian, missians, evangelism and worship. Bishap Tyler Guidry discussed the two sacraments of the church, baptsm and Holy
Communion.5he alsa noted thatthe church hasthe respensibility to offerits members education worship, Tellowship, ser-
vice and pastaral care. In return, members have the responsibility of discipleship, regular attendance at worship, fellow-
ship, evangelization, missions and stawardship.

Thetrainingsessian was very insightful, The level of engagement of aflendees indicated this wastraining for which there is
much interest. All presenterswere well infarmed and passionate abaut their presentawon areas. Thistype of training s
the foundaion for preat church leadership.
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College Emphasis Sunday Celebrates College Students
By lled @ L. [leBa nizl
Photeg mply by Darsin Washington

Sunday, lanuary 23, 2017, was college emphasis Sunday at 5t
dehn College students fram all af the colleges in the Huntsville
area were invited to worship at 5t. John. The guest preacher was
the Right Rewverend Carolyn Tyler Guidry, retired bishop of the
AME Church. The guest choirwas the VWaices of Oakwood Univer-
sity. Members and students woare attire fram their almia materor
favarite college,

The service began with welcome by Pastar Wright and moments
af praise by the5t. John Praise Team. Prayer was ofiered by the
Reverend Charles Glever and scripture was read by Sister Lillie
Rivers: OroAndrews Hugine, president af Alabama AEM University,
gave greetings-and emphasized the impartance of educaton. He
introduced Brother Jerrian Crutcher, a student at Alabama ASN
University, who gave words of inspirgtion. Brother Crutcher
) spoke on three groups of friends in one's life. He stated the
groups arefriends behind, beside and abeve. He spoke on haw thess groups shift with maturity. Brother Crutcher further
encouraged students and adults toa mentor, wolunteer and create a space for discussian,

Fastar'Wright BebopTyler Goidry, Rev. Rita a nd Brother Sruto ey

The Volces of Galkwood University rendered several music selechiions. Instead of standing as a choir inthe chaoir loft ar front
of the church, the director arranged the choir along the walls of the church and the center aisle. He indicated this-arrange

ment was to provide a “surround sound” effect, which it did. Thetalented voices' selecwonsinduded “Lamb of God" and
“Marvelous.”

.'.l

The puest preacher, Bishop Tyler Guidry, was born in Jackson, Mississippi and spent her early Iife inthe Jackson area. She
wias wery acive in the NAACP in Jackson and was the chairperson for women's soter registration. She connued her ca
reerand ministry afterrelo@fAngio the Los Angeles, California area, She pastored several churches and set recards as the
first female pastor of 3 major metrapalitan church and wasthe first female appointed te presiding elder-in the Fifth Episco-
pal District.. In 2004 she was alected a bishop in the AME church. During her service a5 2 bishop, she presided owver the
Steenth and Eighth Districts. She refired from Episcopal service in 2012; however, she cominues ta be the voice of Afri-
can Methodism in church polity and secial acion .

Bishop Tyler Guidry preached fram Esther 4:7-14. The semon dtle was “What |s Your Purpose® with a submtle “Stay
Wole.” The subtitle, which to today's generaton is a rallying callto be sodally consdous and engaged, set the tone for a
message that reached worshippers.of all generatons. She told the stary of Esther in a most comical way. She stated that

Vi vl il oy g 14
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How 5t. John Measures Up
By B lohnzon

One ortwo years ago, the congregation was encouraged to read, Bobert Schnase’'s Fve Froc-
nces af Frwtful Congregotions. The premise behind the request was to determing if 5t Jahn
was doing those things that successful churches are doingto mestthe needsof the members,
and grow the church; if not, what improvements could be made? The Great Commission is
that “we go and make disciples of all nations.” Hoerewver, it starts right in the church. As Wen-
dy Williamswould say with gusto-and atmtude, "How ya daing?” How is5t. lakn daing in prac-
ficing these five principals? If the church isto “Growe, Glow and Go for ChAst”, howis it doing?
Does it show “Radical hospitality?” |5 "Passionate worship” exhibited? |s faith development
imtermanal and isthe church -a risk-taker when it comeste mission and service? And lasth iz
generosity extravagant?” Each prachice deserves an in-depth examinadon therefare; this arh-
cle will look at ane pracece each manth. This manth’s focus will be Intentional Faith Develap
ment.

I'u"ﬂ‘ Fro

IIJ:I.'LI" pngre |_||'J||‘1||.

;:,._.,._.,..| o Schnase rewveals what a true prachce of intentional faith develepment shauld loek like, He
stated that, “We learn the [fe of Christ and will of God by studying God's Word and through
eperience with other people of faith. By joining a Bible study or class, we place ourselves in the droom-
stances that are most advartageous far growth in faith. Bible study is not just about sef-improvement but
about setting ourselves where Ged @n shape us, intentionally opening ourselves to God's Ward-and @l
God uses faith-to-faith relawanships to change us. The prachce of learning In cammunity pves us a network
of support, enmuragement, and direchion aswe seekto grow in Christ.*’

The practce of intentional faith development takes a thousand ferms Some come as pre-packaged, high
commitment [earning edperiences such as Rick Warren's Farty Daps gf Purpose. Other faith growth expeark
ences are desipned specifically to meet the needs of the congregafion, such as prayer circles or mission
teams. “Churches that pracwice Intenfional Faith Development not only effer high quality tradifional adul
Sunday schoal classes for lgarning and fellowship, they alsa inlate and support weekday evening studies,
heme groups, “Brenern Bag” lunch Bible studies and 3 hest of apportunities for faith studies” Do not forget
that lesustaught on a mountainside, at awell and inthe upperroom over dinnar. There are lots of opportu-
nites outside of church for faith development.

Here arefour key principalsthat churches that prachce intennonal faith development da:

1 Theynot only provide nee and varied small group ministries for their long-term members; they also start
new groupsadapted tothe neads of new members, visitors, and people not yet afending the church.

2. They develop ways of using technalogy, such asweb blogs. Churches alse make sermons, spedal lessons
and presentations downloadable so that members, friends and guests can listen at their convenience,

3, Intembonal Fath Developpmernt (s also prachced through support and impact af task-ariemnted small proups
such-as the choirs, praise dance ministries, cooking oews and mission teams.

4 Congregefional leaders consider the full life ofcle af members and look for waysthe church forms faith at
every stage. They imentory their annual programs af ministry to discover any gaps in services and needs.

5o, how does 5t. Jlohn measure up in providing opportunites for intentonal fath development? Here is a
summanry, but by na means conclusive, of the intentonal faith development opportunioes available. These
are fath development-adivities which ocour outside of worship as means of helping people to study, learn,
experience, and pracice the faith,

L ST MR G TR

‘schrase; Robert C. [2007), Five practices of fruitf ulc ong regatiors . Mashyille, TH shingdon Press,
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How 5t. John Measures Up
By B lohnzon

Tt foesm e T)

*Ctevands *Ctewamess Boand

*Trisfees “ministemal staff

Hew Membes ClBss somofalkn

Sunday SchoolC Bsses for allages KoinonE MInET ry

Vacation Bibk School forallages Fiooed S reice Minist ry

M- week Bible Study atl 200 2 600 Soup Kitchen Minstry

Geeter Minstry Caregivers PmRyerf Pespile MinEtry (CPR)

PraEe Dar e Minstry for allages & mobilty Media Ministry

-Hahitat for Hura nity Pre et MEs ion Team UsherBoanl s, Senioraml Junior

Worren's MEsionary SoCiety Yourg Peoples DizEon (YPD)

AMEHe wsEtterstaft MisE Mingtry—Mass Chair, Gos pelC hair, Malk Chore, VIP
Choir, PREe Team, Chidrer's Chair
Dra ma MinEtry S50 + & uxil@ry

C hristiam Ed weation L=y O reanzatioon

Colkepe Stude mt/CampLE Minstry Military Minstry

Huos pitality Ministry Thrive PAinist ry

* Membership is eithereleded or appainted.
We havethe opportunitves for sach member to grow intenmonally in their faith. At each meeting, the queston should be

asked, what are we doingto grow our faith, support each other intheirfaith development and fulfill the great commission,
togo and spread the gospelio allthe nawonsof thewarld?

wiedresday Biblke Stud y Aduk Chuarc b 5c hool Chss

“A picture is worth @ thousand words,” and is also evidence of our efforts to grow intenwonally in our faith. The group pic-

tured in the Bible Study class with Paster Wright, had just finished a robust discussion enwhat it meansto serve. Therais
L AT O TR W)
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How 5t. John Measures Up
By B lohnzon

L vwranenie ol it g

room for you at 12;00 neon and 6:00 pm. New members are engaged in learnifng the doctring of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church with the Reverend Johnsan, If you are newtathe AME Churdh, there isroom for you here. The adult Sun-
day5School dass has roem foryou, The teachers are well preparsd to teach and they challenge students ta think apenly and
collaboratively about faith issues. How we reach out to others, not anly deepens our faih, but alsa sharesthe love of God

with others, what we are supposedto be doing; the Soup Kitchen Crew shares their faith with many gach third and fourth
Tuesday af the manth. There'is reom 1o develop yourfaih here.

Soup Kitchenvoluntee s Karen Minor, Faulette Willia ms, M5 e nnifer Thampson with Dr. &Bres B Johrson in New
Tempk ra Stanley, Mary Bankin, Pearean MyFam, i mbers Chss.
KMaeola Proples ard Camol Bl

Membership is open to every memberfor any of the already formed groups. Bvery member iswelcomed. [fthere is a need
not being met, because that group has not been established, talk with the Reverend Joretha Wright, Execufive Minister.
There may be othersin need of that fath development group,

“tonly @lkes tvoorthee gEtherd in [Jesus’] mme’ toexpenence the presenie of Chriet and topmwtopetterinfa h.”

Habitat for Humanity of Madison County is anm 2cu-

H b-‘ menical, prassraots, Chrisan housing ministry
a ltat that seehks to eliminate poverty housing from com-
for Hu ma“ity " muniwes and to make decent shelier a matter of

- “ronscience and achion, Habitat woluniesrs danaie

their ime 1o make & positive difference in communes by building hemes and providing hepe far families. Habitat far Hu-
manity hasbeaen part of 5t. John's community owtreach for over two decades.

The 2017 Habitat Spring Build will begin ne=t menth. 5t. John will pariner with other lacal churches to build 3 S-bedroom
haome an Maywick Drive, near Winchester Road, Pastor Wright has selected four 5t John work Saturdays Mareh 11 2017,
April 8, 3017, May &, 2017, and June 3, 2017, On these days, everyone who is physically able to caome out and help should
planto dosa, Thermissamething for everyaneta do &t some point during the build. The build schedule and sign-up sheets
will be postad on the Habitat Bullesn board that is Just outside the sanctuary, Work fimes are from 7:00 am. to
noon Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 5o if you @nnot make any af the Saturday work dates there are other days you @n
volunteer. |fyou have questions, please contad Tami McGhees st 256-603-0466 orthe church office.
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It is offidally Ellipsis season! Get the early registrabion rate
while it lasts. The 555 registration fee includesa fabulous swag
bag, five (5 meals, and all worship and workshaps, including
materials®! Girls receme the same deal for only 510, Ga
to werw thesllipnsecperience. com to register NOWEHE  S=e
Aoy

Aitaformoare infarmateon

HECUs

religious erganizaiions, indudingthes African M ethodist Episco-
pal Church. HBCU= affiliated with the A.M.E. Church indude
Allen University, Wilberfarce Unmersity, Paul Quinn College |
Edward Waters, Shorter College, Fayne Theological Seminary
and Turner Theological Seminary. Thaugh meagerly funded,
wihile sumviving-and thriving, HECUs weuld be the insatutions
where anyone with the desire for higher educeiion could
attend, ifthey wanted 1o make: a betier life far themselves and
their families. They are monuments as birthplaces af histori-
cal ciwil rights movementswhich changed the caurse of Ameri-
can History and s foture. That is why the Histarically Black
College or University is sl relevant and important to our fu-
ture.

Wt g 2

| the extrame summer heat.

i

%{ Soup Kitchen
22 ol Ministry

l'll Cha |_.i.."= "IIrI ] =

ARE ¥OU HUNGRY ORTHIRSTY 2

“Jesus said tathem, | am the bread of [fe. Whosoever
comesto mewil neverbé hungry, and whoever believes in
me will qaulsrhzthm:y o

~ Jehn B35 (NRSV)

“Areyou hungry? Areyouthirsy?' We can remember our
‘mathers asking these questons when we returned from
‘piayingar from schoal, espedially when we played autsids in
. . If we said no, then they asked
‘i, “Are you sure?

Far all of us r!rirﬂ’len of our iuﬂnn in Hl’u, lhqu ques-
wons fau us all. Far all hurnnn: and crestures are ms:n{:t-
bleta physical hu:-ugm- -and thirst. Fulimr-r[, thete needs ara

essenial

“Jesus snon saw 3 hugs cowd of people coming to look for
him. Tuming to- Fhm;—.h:ﬂm “Whera can we buy bread
‘o feed allthese pu:pl:?‘ Philip rnleJ!h:I even if we waorked
for manths, we wouldn't have enough maoney to feed
them? _Jesustookthe lnaves gawve thanks to God and dis
tributad them tothe peaple® lohn 6. (NLT)

We are charged to feed the hungry. "Feed the hungry, and
hﬂlp'lhnn In muhln. ’ﬂ-um vnurirgl-n will :hrneenui fram

-a5 rinan.” 1gaiah 58:10 [I"ILTI

‘Please [ain 5t Jahn’s Soup Kitchen 2ach 3% and 4" Tuesday

to serve in the “Saoup Kitchen”, You @nbe the face of God

oftenng faod, water and the love of Christ to thosa who

mme.

‘Gracous God,; thank you for ofiering bread and waterto aur
hungry and thirseng souls and badies. Amen

Greeter Ministry

The Greeter Ministry s in need of a ministry leader and
greetervolunteers. [finerested, pleage contact Rew. Ritaat
stiphnfirstlady@pgmail.cam or cemplete an Interest fam
located anthe ministry board,
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St. John Goes to the Movies
By Charkie Bmo ks
I3 On Friday, lanuary 13, 2017, the 5t. John church family
overflowed the reserved theater io a second theater to
see the movie Hlddan Fgures which is based on the book
by the same rame.

The New York Posts’ movie review said that Higden Fig-

wres pulled afi & surprise wictary at the Screen Acors Guild

awards;, making it the most serous challernger to other

Oecar favarites, This mowvie is about thres black wamen

working as MASA mathematcians in the early days ofthe

space race. Itisa moviefor anxious imes, offering patri-

ofic balm for current fractured race relgmons. The re-

view gaes on to say that American history has its blemish-

es and homars. Hidden Figures offersan alternatve. “The

idea that black women had been recruited to work as

Dict@ S pesnsss Bl cr kb dtAiddes Ry mathematicians at the NASA installawon in the South dur-

ing the days of segregafion defies our expecdations and

challenges much of what we think we knoer about American history. It's 3 great story, and that alane

makas it worth telling,” wrote the book's author, Margot Lee Sherierly. The woamen are the hermings
and this jsa great story that alone makes it warth telling.”

Miss Tami McGhee offers this view of the movie. “Afier watching the movie, Hidden Figures, with
soronty sisters and friends, | left the theater with feelings of exctement and gragtude. As an African
American female engineer.at Natwonal Aeronautics and Space Administraiion (NASA)-M arshall Space
Flight Canter (MSFC), | was exciied that someone decdded to document the Incredible stary of the
contributions these courageous, brilliant women made tothe space agenoy's missions during the ear-

by years."”

“l'am thankful that | do not hawve to deal with the segregation policies and inegualities these wamen
initally edperienced, but there are soll challenges. | am grateful forthe career opportunities that are
Fvailabla to mea at NASA, | am further motvated to confinue with pride the work | do far NASA,
standing on the shoulders of ext@ordinary woamen, such as Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, Doro-
thy Waughan and many otherswho have pavedthe way forme.” = Tami McGhee

Mrs. Karen Minor attended the movie with her granddaughter, Channing, and offered the following
thoughts. “l toek my granddaughter Channing to see the movie because | wanted her to see how
black females can succeed in mathematics. At @mes Channing does struggle with math, but with hard
wiark and persistence she can succeed in |ife. This mowvie sentthis message te herand to me. ltwas a
movia that pictured reality. Channingand other young folk in'gftendance could see that Blackwamen
can achieve greatnessin this wordd.”

This mowvie is recommended forallta see. Itis based an the lives of three women who were graduates
of HBCU schools, AME's itwia of the three women), active in their communites and all were achvely
invoked in Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Everyone should also read the book Hidden Figurss by
Margot Lee Shetterly far a broader wview of the lives of the women featured in the movie-as well as
atherswhe worked at Langley Research Center from the 40°s through the late 70's. Thereis a young
reader'swversion of the boakthat isa must read farall youth.

" The alkAmerican appeal af “Hidden Figures'/New Yark Past http..//nypost.cam 2017/0206.
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Highlighting 5t. John's Youth

51, Jlohn observed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. day on5un-
dayJanuary 15 during bath worship services. Youth of the
chiurch led the cengregaWon in a spedal litany. Plctured
above are Amthomy Harbin, Michael Clark, Joy Wright, Ed-
diz Whitehead, Jr,, and Marinee Hill.

Male members of the Youth Usher Board pose with Pastor
Wright after service on January 15, Pictured from lefi 1o
right are Jlasiah Gullatie, Daniel Hayeaod, Michael Clark,
Anthony Harbin, Eddie Whitehead, Ir,, and Pastar Wright.

New Members Welcomed After

Mas horda White, David Horsood, Katrsa Monsyood,
e nnifer Thompson and Roderi kG reen

Church School Book Club

Discussien Date! February 18, 2017
10:00 AL 0. — 1130 A,

Till You Hear from Me, Pearl Cleage, 2010

Discussion Date Mareh 18, 2017
10:00 AN —11:30 AN,

Who Asked You? Terry Mehfillan, 2015

When Who Asked You® begins, Trinetia leaves her twao
youngsans with her mother, Betty Jean, and promptly dis
appears. Bl already has her hands full d ealing with her ath-
gr adult children, two opinipnatied sisters, an il hushand,
and her oan pustp.nned dreams—all the while holding
dawn & job delwerng room senvice ata hotel.

Her son Desxter is abouwt ta be paroled from prison;
Quentn, the family success; can’t be bothered to lend a3
hand; and-taking -care of two lively grandspnsis the last
thing Blthinks she needs. But who asked her?

AME Proud

Y The Coundl of Bishops of the African Methad-

" ist Epitcapal Church issued an Episcopal State

ment an January 31 2017 in response 1o the

views and acions of President Donald Trump since hisinau-

guratian an January 20, 2017, The statement sxpresssd

opposiian to four (4 executive orders and twe (2} Bxeou-

five Memoranda: The Bishops alsa made a call for achion far

the Sodal Acwon Commissions of ‘each Annual Conference

te mest with Congressional delegafions io express the
yiews of the AME Churh,

For & copy of the Episcopal Statement, go to the AME
Church websit e— hiip s:/ e, am e diurch, com wp-
content/uploads/2017 /0V/Episcopal-Statement-CounciF af-
BishopsreT rump-Acions. pdf
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Dr. Renita Weems Featured at

Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration
Bridget |. Floyd

Liwwraral | o pepe

Dr. YWeems cited examples of laments, “We thought the can-
cerwould be cured, that | wauld get in my first college choice,
| weuld getthe raise, the marriage would work out.” 5he also
noted that one can doubt God and queston, "Why_. Where
was God? She referred to the book of Job and highlighted
lob's uniqueness in his posiion that God should not be ques
#ioned in the hard imes, as He was noat quesaoned in the
ames of blessings.

Cr.Weemsagain referredto the text, noingthat the disciples
were so 5ad, but Jesus was “right there” and they did not real
ize t. She gueried the congregants, “"How many imes have
vou donethiswhen Godwas making @ way® She encouraged
those present to “Be grateful He |s with you in the bad Ames
ewven when you are not aware”.

Or. YWeems transimoned to the focus of the celebration, Cir
King. She stated, “WWe had hope!" 5S5he noted that “we like
our praphets dead_-King is a prophet now!" She returned to
the topic“We had hoped” and notad that “people” have hope
and that "We hope for the presence, peace, manifestafion,
Kingdom of God.” She encouraged that “as God has brought
us inthe past, he will bring us through the future”, She redted
the words frem the Wymn, “My Hope is Built”. She noted the
histary and that God brought African Amencans "through the
middle passage, Jim Crow, etc ¥

Or. Weerms excdaimed, “We Have Hopet®™ She stated that
the baton is passed to the young person on program whao
ofierad the “youth challenge”, and noted that he and other
youth are “facing your Petigs Bridge and Berlin W all,

The cangregaton responded to an outstanding and wTmeky
message that was very passionate, humorous and direct in
pondering what the future might held. Despite dewvisting
from the “rule” of an aspiraional title for the serman, the
preacher left those present with the message/ eminder that
God iz present and working on their behalf, even in difficult
[seemingly hopeless) imes.

A highlight for 5t Jahn members who were present, was the
acknowledgement that former 5t. John pastor, the Revarend
Dr. Homer L McCall, was present for the event. It was then
stated that with his entrance, all past-presidents af'the GHIMF
were present at the event. There was a rousing responss to
Dr. M cCall’s presence.

A Black History & Founders Day Moment
By Palilette Bargon

Things thot we hove heord and known, thot our fathers
havea talg us We will not hide them from ther children, but
tail fhe moming genzmbtion fhe gloripds desds of the [ORD,
Ang His might, ond the wondars thot He hos dons
- Psgim 734
dardan Winstan Early -Tha Rew
grend  Jordan  Winstan Early
{18314-15903) was a-A:M.E. min-
ister, considered to have been
ane af the pianeers of African
Methadism, Early was barn a
slave in Franklin County, Virgin-
ia. His mother died when he
was thrae years old. He was
raised by an elderly woman
known a@s Aunt Millie, whe
cared for the plantataon’s slave
childrn. She vas 3 dewvout
Chriswian. Early attributed the
fact that he became a “useful and intelligant man®, due to
herinfluence.

in 1836 Early mowed with the Early Family to 5t. Louis,

where he freqguently visied camp meetngs and listened
the white ministers' semmons When Eardy was 18, he was
givan reading lessons by a Preskyterian minister and a ma-
te on the: boat where Early worked taught him how to
write. In 1833 hewsas llcensed a5 ai exhorter inthe Meth-
pdist Episcopal Church: It was thought that he purchassd
hls freedam atthe.same #Bme.

I the mid 1830"s Willigm Paul Quinn, & pieneer minister in
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, came 1o 5t. Louis
te evangelize an behalf of his predominantly black denami-
nawon, Early was one afthefirst to switch his sffiliawan 1o
the new church and he soon rose in s ministerial renks.
Thest. Louis AME congregation grew rapidly. By 1840 they
baught land snd built & substanial brick church. Afler the
Mat Tumer reballion in- 1831, slave patmollers kept 3 close
watch an the black church, but the mayar of 5t Lauis
stopped the patrol from interfering with the church bea-
causa Early had earned much respect amongthe people of
the city.

Qwer the next 13-years Early organized AME Churches in
Burlington and Dubugue, lews, Galeng, inois, New Orle-
ansand &t least nine locadons in Missourd, all without -

nancial helpfrom his chorch. Eady faced: great dangerwhile
S bl ke iar i A
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Lent

LEMTEM SEASON cowers the forty-six day period beiwsen
Ash Wednesday and the eve of Easter. Lent itself ex-
cludes the six Sundays and is; therefare, only forty days.
Our worship services on Sundays are weelkly commemo-
ramons of the first Easter and the prodamason that
Christ is risen. The date of the bzginning of Lent, Ash
Wednesday, 5 determined by the date of Easter.

The contemporary church observes the Lenten season
withthe followingobservances:
Penitence: Lent is atnme of self-denial. This means that

wie must repent of our sins and the damage that they da,
and deny ourselves of those temsthat separate us from

Mardy Tone Sprdl Dol a closer walk with God.

Teaching: As a means af growth inthe knowledge ofthe
faith, this period is used asafme of intensé teachingand
catechizing, as acontinuaton ofthe eardy Chriswan preparation of new converts far the Easter bapfaism.

Outreaeh: Thisisattmewhenthe cross and tssignficance to the individual and the faith is lifted up with special witness
being given to its redemplive message.

This year the fecus 3t 5t John during Lent is prayer and fasting, loin the Wednesday marning devetanal ezll at & a.m. The
conference eall number is 530.881.1212 and the meeting id is B76-863-540,

College Emphasis Sunday Celebrates College Students

By Nedm L MeDaniel
Fiotopm pliy Isy [ ravin \Washington

L “cobiraiel pren et A

Mardac “stayed woke.” He kept his gears open and he aded an what he saw. She used this exampleio encourage hearers
that it s not enough to just sit and cry; somettmes acion is required. Throughout the message, she emphasized "Stay woke”
and rememberthat although people are ahways plothng, God is shll enthe throne.

Follmwing the service, a delicdous meal of fried and baked chicken, green beans, mam@mni and cheese, potato sslad, mlls and
cakewasserved to students and mambers. Everyonewasencouragedta enjoy the mesal and Fellawship.
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2017

The lesson reviews were written by Willie 5andifer, Church
SchoolSuperintendent,

Mareh 5 2017

Lesson Title: Perfect Lowve

Lesson Scripture: 1 John 4;7-13

Print: 1 Jahn 4:7-19

Bevetienzl Sangs: flove Lifted Me, #2372, and §243

Key Verse: “Dear friends, sinee God slse loved us, we also
ought to leve one another” (1 John 4:17) .

The appstle Jehn has been credited with wrigng three
letters called 1, 2,and 3 John. Having written them after AD
90, he may hawve beanthe last of the twebe original disci-
plesaf Jesus sull alive.

Althaugh they may appear odd =t first glimpse, John uses
absolute statements like "God is light" and “God is lowve
without seeming contradictory, John uses this technique in
his wring and his statemeants about peaple show themina
polar-opposie light, We see thistechnique in this lessan.

The three |letlers provide evidence of bitterness in John,
likely mused by false teachers that were decried by John.
The commentator suggests that an elderdy lehn appear=d
out of touch to other leaders who desired to go in new di
recionswith the churches,

March 12, 2017

Lessan Title: Great Lowe

Lesson Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10

Print: Ephesians 2:1-10

Devebonal Sangs: F364, §323, and #2943

Key Verse! “[God] made us alive with Christ even whean we
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved” ([Ephesians 2:4.

Because Paul menfioned being comfined physically as he
wrote, hislettertothe church in Ephesus is cansiderad ane
of his “prisan gpistles”. Paul did not men@ion whare hewas
imprisoned, however, the mmmentary speculated that he
wias likely in Reme. The commeantary fied it ta the houss
arrest situation 2t the end of Ads where Paul was walng
foraheannginfront of the Roeman emperor.

The lewish people during that ®me had a lengthy histary of
loaking down an the Genmles. Howevarthis did not appear
to be an issuein Ephesus asit was in‘other places. Paul was
careful to show that Jesus had gotien fd of any necessary
division between Jew and Gentlz. This formed a single

body of God's people. Keeping the Jewish law, earned nei-
ther Jew nor Gentle salvamion, It isbrought into beinginthe
grace of Gad

fdareh 15, 2017

Lessan Title: Matchless Love

Lessen Scnpture: John 15:1-17

Print: lohn 15:1-17

Devotional Soangs: §This Litle Light of Mine; #258; and
#243

Key Verses: “My command isthis: Love one anothar as |
have loved you,” Uohn 15:12).

The fruit praduced in avineyard was a staple in the ancient
waorld because it was @ source of sustenance the enfire
year, a5 the harvested grapes were comverted into maisins
and wine to ke eaten later. One of the allunng descriplians
of the Promised Land was its fruithul vineyards, A massiva
cluster of grapes were brought back by the spying expedi-
won intothe Promised Land.

In Jesus’ day, vineyards were commaon all owver Galilee, Ju-
dea, and Samaria. This lesson is monsidered by some to be a
parable and by others o be an illustratve compansan or a
plotlessextended metaphar.

March 16, 2017

Lessan Title: Christ Creates Haly Living

Lessen Scnpture: Joel 2

Prnt: loel 212, 13, 18, 15, 28-32

Tentative Devotional Songs: #F7; #2571 and #2243

Key Verse “Fendyour heart, and not your garments. Re-
turn to the Lord your Gaed, for he is gracious and compas-
sionate, slow ta anger and abounding in love, and he re-
lents from sending calamity” [Joel 2:13).

The final twele bhooks of the Old Testament are @lled the
Minar Prophets. loel is ane of those twehe books: The
books are referred to as minor because of their lengths and
not bem@muse of their cantents. The imperance of the can-
tent is seen in the quatations, thiny of them, which show
upinthe New Testameant:

Joel's name means “the Lord is God.” Mot much is known
abaut this man or whenthe book was written. Convention-
ally, loel was thought to have lived as early as 837 BEL. This
places loelin the days of King Joash, although Joel refers ta
enermies that place him in an earlierime period.
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A Black History & Founders Day Moment
By Paulette Bargan

- ot fPeast g 40
doing his missionary work v the south,-He feared the patrak
lers, police and the slaveholders. In 1846 he was called befors
A grand jury in Missourl and was (mterrogsted about the
transpartaton of fugiive slawes on the Underground Raik
mad He danied having any knowledgs of an escaps network,
but on several ocasions, he did help to purchase a slave's
freedom;

Throughautthe y2ars Eary went an to pastar many churches
in llineis, Kentucky, and Tennesses. |n 1281 Early was ap-
pointed presiding elder for the AME churches in eastern and
middle Tennessee. Herewired fram the iministny In 1EE8. lar-
dan Eady's place of death was unknowmn.

Fianeer black mimisters like Jordam W. Early were mainly re-
sponsible Tor the tremendous growth in the south and the
west regions af the AME church. They accamplished much
despite severs percecutian and great poverty amang the pao-
plethey served.

Reference: AFRICANA, The snoclopedia of the Africon & Afre
con Amarioon SxpEeria nce,

This |5 just a fregment of the life of the Reverend lardan W,
Early, Read more about his complete history inthe abowve r=f
Brefce!

Remember the dojps of old; consiger the yeors of many genar-
atfons; ask pour father, ond he will show you, pour edfers and
they will =0 you Deu=mnamp 327

New 9th District Website and Logo

Wisit the newly designed wehsite at
hitp -/ fwnsnse.ninthamechurch.org’.

The wision forthe Ninth Episcopal
District isto
“Encourage, Empower and Enable

the People af God™

Here We Grow Again!

Welcometa the 5¢ John Famihy!

Lisa McCraw

President Barack Hussein Ohama
By Bridpet F loydl

PO e it FAed g )

same. Diplomahcrelagonswith Cuba wers implemented as
well. Troops were reduced in lrag and affer an escaladon,
subsequenttroop-reduchon occurreéd in Afghanistan.

Mr. Obama facilitated the Paris Agreement and generally
national and internatonzl changesto protec future prob-
lems related to global warning,

There is a poignant photo capturnngthe AME clergy as they
prayed for then-candidate Obama. One could srgue that
this was a componant of an outstanding job under difficult
circumstances. President Obama-and his accomiplished wife,
Michele Rabinson D bama, and their young children, Malia
and Sasha, exemplified intelled and professianalism, and
operated with integrity and compassion. Onfe might argue
that they exhibited grace under pressure. Bven when Presi-
dernt Cbhama’s. approeval raings dedined, Mrs. Obama's
raings were routinely wery high/positive throughout. The
Obama'spresented a more accurate (non-stereotypical) rep-
resentation of the African American family and there were
indications that Amernc recognized this, Genermlly & large
segment of the American people and the wordd viewed Pres
ident Obama in a posiive manner

May God blessthe Obama family and may God Bless the
United States of America.

Weekly Bible Study

Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Pastor Wright leads Bible Study each Wednesday at
noon and & pm (unless otherwize neted enthe church
calendar)
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March 2017
Tue Wed Thu 2 Sa
1 2 4

im;ﬂ.ipm, B0 s m. Lowe Femst
K Stemmd Boad IHp
E00pm. Trurie Boord Wity

Eaf wied meiaay
Lioe. Prmst

§00p.m.
Foles £ I hioir T emma )

= 5! : 11

- 530m.m.
B:00 .. Wiorshap P
: Denice= fd
34%8.m, 2.4 a.m ncs Wit oy

Chure h 5 ol FRy-P 13- Meetig

10308
1050m.m. Worhip smopm 500 pm. B0 AKIEN S eeting
i e g e S iy Site of e Chedh s recs Boa M‘I:E EI\:EF:ICI'luerEI':uulI

deyn bz Habitat Work
Day

12 13 14 15 17 18

8:00 nm. - Whor ship 610 mm . Devetion
843n.m g330m.m.
Chure i 52 moal Cance B iy
1050 a.m Worship B e sBop.m. S0 pm.
s:00pm WIFChoT Re fea el sma WP C hoir Re resmel I ke Choiris
Fartar's Rec=nton ks :|’1‘|':|‘1;r Fe hennal
Baylig bt Savings J
Time Beg ins

19 2 22 24
00 mon . Devertion

100 a.m.  Wior ship 11308 .m-100 p.m

343s.m. SO BTCHER 1200 pm.
Chore h 5c hoal &

1050am Womhip 00 pm,
z Bk Sy

L0 pm
e le Chori
Fefearmal

G 26 29 &

000 moen . Deepartiom

B:00 m.rm. Wiorship
34%a.m. 1130e.m -100 p.m

Chure h 5 hoal AR L 200 pm.
TR ek 51:; m gth Destnct MulYear Convecation
Bk :th- Warch30-Apnl 2, J027

Dol Py Logacy Wlloge

PRAYER for the MONTH - Dear God, Thank You for Yourinstrucions on how we should Inve, Helpusto do Yourwill each day
by being loving and kind to evervane, Inlesus’ name AMEN,

Scripture for the Month— He has told you, 0 monal, what is good; and what doesthe LORD require of you
butto do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your Ged? Mich 6:8 [NRSW)
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St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
. 229 Church Street .5 Postage

: 3 PA&ID
Hursville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

F-mail:  1oonmme nEsolcom
Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE
The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop
. The Pevermmd Sherita Seawrght, EpEcopal Supe re Eor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder
The Reverend MMaure Wnght [, Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Februany 26, 2007 Block Histary Observance—An Evening of Spirtual, & 00 pm,
Februory 28 2001 F Shrove Tuesday

Morch 1, 2017 Ash Wednesday

March & 2017 State of the Church, 6:00 p.m.

Mareh 11, 2017 Hah'rt'atf'urHumarﬁt\rEuill:l 2017 Work Diay

March 12, 2017 Daylight Savings Time Begins

PMarch 12, 2017 Reception for Pastor and First Lady Wright and Family, 4-& pm

Mareh 30— 31,2017,  Ninth District Mid-Winter M esting
April1, 2017

April 10-13, 2017 Haly Week Revival
Maundy T hurs day

April 16, 2017 Resurrechon Day

Thot if you confess with pour mouth, “fesus iz Lord ¥ and befisve in pour heort
that God raised hum from the deod, you will be soved FAomans 109
INDRIC
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Getting to Know
Fastor Wright

By Bridget J. Flowd

# Pastar Maurnce ¥Yright ||, recalls with clarity his
V r call to. the ministry, Hez was ten vears of age.

It wras lune 24, 1986, aSunday night, when he
experenced the call of God as he was at the
altar In church. At that young age, he did not
fulty understand what had scourred, but his
parents had him speakwith his popdfatherwhao
_ gave sage, prophett advice. That is to allow
Fastor Wrght and Fev. Rita him to “be a child and &t the proper ime God
will manifest in him” what He intends.

i

At age thirteen, he preached his first sermoan,
“fou Get What You Wanted but Lost What ¥You Had”. Thiswas based on the biblical query “YWhat does it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul? noted in gighth chapter of Mark and 16™ chapter of Marthew. The nest
significant moment was at age skteanwhenthe budding pastor had a dream which represented/ revealed the enlightening
impact of his speaking. ltwas at this paintthat he knew thiswas the fmeto move foreard in his calling.

Pastar Wright neted that he "vowed ohways to fallow God s leod. . pointing athers to Jesus"” and embraced the importance
af “telling sverybody you can obout the saving groce of fesus”. This convicBon is assadated with twoe poignant inddents
wihen inlate-adolescence, Pasiar Wright expernenced the death af two friendswithin 3 teo year period, In the first instance
he spent fime with his friend, which turned out to be the day before his friend's death. Subsequently he lamented not
speaking to his friend about his soul being saved during that ime. This was “a defining moment” acording te Pastor
Wright. Inthe second instance, Pastor Wright was inspired to mentionthe importance of having & saved soulto his friend,
followed his inclinatwon, and that friend subsequent by met with an untimely death aswell.

It wms clearfrom the first #methat Pasior Wright served communion at 5t John, Huntsville, that he apprecated and en-
couraged congregants ta appreciate the significance efthe cammemoraton af the sacrifice of lesus farthe sins of others.
The Reverend Wright recalled serving his first communion 2t 5t. Paul AME, Zaneswille, OH, at' which #ime hea was
“overtaken” by the significant/sacred nature af the “sacrifice of Jesus_.He gave His Ife for us..none isworthy”, And so, 5t
dehn, Huntseille's current pastor stated, “Communion is so sacred te me"!

The ather special aspects/ memaores of his ministry, besides Communion, is that “three have answered the a3l under his
pastorateftutelage, One of whom is hiswife, the Reverend Joretha Wright (“Reverend Rita®},

¥When asked about the challenging aspects of the ministry, without hesitation, Pastor Wright stated, “Losing members_.
dealingwith the passing of someone’s family (s a hard pillto serallow”. He noted that whether he was at the bedside af a
100 vear-old or an 18 year-old, he has had “a heawy heart” and felt the loss with the family. He noted that people are
“taught notto question God_.in the Bible Mary and Martha questioned. Jesus did in the Garden of Gethsemane”. So it is
hard when families do, to addressthe family's quesaians,




Getting to Know Pastor Wright

By Bridget J. Floyd

A rwnibnil Ve o

The ather challenge that Pastor Wright has faced (s that his family is called to the ministry as well. He notedthat their children
hawve “sacriiced rme with theirfather”. He gawve an example of hisyoungest child st appraximately age sight, havingtrouble
understanding his havingta leave when calledto the hospifal. He notedthe imporance af his being present for dinner and
homeworl.

Pastor Wright has had & “cross country” experience as he transitioned from Minister of Music in Portland, OR to Pastor of 5t.
John AME Church, Huntswille, AL, Hisappointmentito 5t John, Huntsville, was Bishop Harry Seawright’'s first appointment as a
Bishop and as presiding prelate of the Ninth Episcopal District. While employed as ateacher, he left his jab in Portland and
matriculated to Wilberfarce University (O0H . He noted that Bishop Jahn Bryant is one of his father's inthe ministry. The other
wasthe late Reverend Ronald Williams. Upon visiing the Reverand Williams' widow, 8 member of Big Bethel AME in Atlanta,
GA, he met Bishop James Davig, then pastor of Big Bethel. Bishop Davisimmediately offered the Reverend Wright a job and a
solufion to the impediment of his being-a student at Wilberdorce University; that is,to enroll at Morehouse College. And so,
he worked fullwme far ayearand then enmlled at Marehouse. Later Bishap Carolyn Tyler-Guidry called him te Louisianate
pastar. lm anether instance of adaptation, the Reverend Wright pastored the church in Louisiana from Neavemberto WMay
tgraduation) by driving after class for nine{% hours eachweekend. He notedthat he conducted all activities in three days —
Bible Study, meetings, etc, then returned te Morshouse. Pastor Wright noted that Gad pretected him owver those months,
with no accidents while traveling. After graduation in May, Pastor Wright moved ta Alesandria, LA for sik years: The nest tran-
stran was at the call of Bishop Davis, resulting inthe pastarate af5t. lohn, Fort Mitchell, Alabama. Hewas there for five years
and led in complefion of the building of a church. Far the record, Pastor Wright has made marmy transiions: Washingtan, O re
gun, Ohio, Georgia, Louisiana; and Alabama (Ft. Mitchell-and Huntsville). He noted “l understand the ifnerancy”.

Pastar Wright stated that he believes in giving because he knows it will come back, and that he isthankful. He added, “God
has proven Himself to me over and over again”. He refleced on hig curent pastorate and noted,” [ belizve God hos posi-
froned this church togo infe o gloriows futwe?. He indicated that heis “henored to follme” farmer5t. lohn pastors, the Rever-
ends Harmer L, McCall and Patrick D, Claybarn. Pasior Wright stated that e was “excited to be here”. He indi@ted that he
feelsthat the move to 5t Jahn was a move from "2 comfant zene” and he sees this as-an apportunity to refocus, He stated
that he views the current placement as afunchion of God knowingwhat Pastor Wright and 5t. John nesded,

He indicated that he sess “expansion” farst. Jahn, which he noted is a “light in this community”, BEcamples of expanding the
ministry include 1) pod casts 2) streaming live 3 technology to spreadthe gospel, 4 sacial media. He indicated that it is-im-
partant farthe church to “update”, nawngthat “in a 4G society fag machines are obsalete”. He referred to the baok enttled,
The Sticky Church, wiith the premise that “no mater how many came in the front doar you will losetham ifthe back door is
left open”. The pastar noted that his goal is to “make sure the back door is closed”. A challenpge @n be gething everyone an
the same page, not havinga small percentage of the members doing most of the work, but having total invehkement, He not-
edthe importance of good communication and growth.

Postor Wright's wision & for 5t fohn “to be the best” That means that “what we de, we nesd to do well”, The key is out-
standing warship, energizing good communicanen and growing Christan Education and Bible S5tudy. He indicated that “we
must understand the needs of the community, youth, and families.” The pastor noted that "We must stretch n worship, hos-
prtality and giving Giving i5 o motter of farth and trost n God ©

Et. John has an executive minister, the Reverend Joretha Wright (“Reverend Rita"). Pastor Wright erthusiastically described
the experience of having a partner in marriage ondthe ministiy. He indicated that he volues the unigusness that she has pro-
vided when compared ta his prandmether having the role of “first lady, wearing the tradisonal hat”. He noted that his wife
prays for his success inthe ministry and his strength — "We work os o team” He espressadthat he is thankful. He highlight-
ed that “she has sacrificed, moving all acrass the country” and adjusted to new localions withouwt the connachion of family of

[L R
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Black History Month at 5t. John

Photeg mply by Darsin Waszhingte n

St.John abserved Black History Month with special emphasis each Sunday, The events were coardinated by the Christan Ed-
um@ton and Music and Chrisaan Arts Departments.

The first Sunday members dressed In African atire. The callage below is ef pictures fram the 8 am service: and Church
Schanol.

The facus.on the second Sunday was AME Foundears Day, The Richard Allen Documentary was shown during the service.
(If you hawe not seen this informatve documentary on the founder of the AME Church, please view at hrpsy/
wrensemotherbethelarg/allenfversion 2/ indes, html

The third Sunday obseryvance was nuggets of Black history presermted by youth and adult members.

The Byening afSpirtuals was the final event inthe manth’s celebration. Please see paged forthe article on this service,

'F?;
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Evening of Spirituals Earned A Rousing Response

By Erelzet Floyd and Mede Felanel
Photes mphy by Daewin Washiagts n

5t. John presented “An Evening of Spirituals” on the last Sunday of Black History Moanth to an overflowing audience. The
service was sponsored by the Music and Christan Arts Department, under the directian of Music Directar, Mr. Reginald
Fearson. Spirituals were sung during slavery asa form of communicatons. They are an integral part of Black Histary.

Miss Erica Fox Washingtan of 90.2 W AR radio introduced the talented paracipants. Chairs and soloists included the 5t
dahn Mazs Chair, Alabama AEM University, Woices of Oakwood University, Montview Elementary Singin® Mustangs, Mr.
Walter Williams, the Reverend Janette Kotey, Ms, Kelsey Wilson and Pastor Maurice Wright. 5t. John musicians were Mr.
Roberte Burtan, Dr. Wayne Bucknar, and Mr.5teven Blackman,

The opening selecion was an arrangament of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” which was sung by the Alabama A M University
Cholr, and setthe tons for this outstanding program. The5t. John Mass Chalr sang "Holy Ghost Fire” and “Hald Gut.” Mr.
Walter Williams of5t. John sang “Stan’ 54l Jordan' and “Walk Together Children The Alabama AEM University Choir, con-
ducted by Or. Horace Camey, sang“This Lirtle Light af Ming* and “0h Elijah.” The Reverand Doctor Janetie Kotey, 5tafl
Minister of Music Warship and Arts at First Missionary Church in Huntsville and a well-known singer/musicdan in the dty,
sang the familiar Mahalialackson selection “How | Got Owver”

The Montview Elementary Singin’ Mustangs were a talented group of young people, direged by Mr. Phillip L. Pugh, Jr.
Their selections were “All My 5ins” and” Witness,” arranged by Mr. Pugh. Ms. Kelsey Wilsen, a graduate student at Als
barma AZM University and member of5t. Jahn, sang “Give Me Jesus” and heramangement of "Precious Llard.” The Voices
of Oakwood Unwersity was conducted by Mr. Jusiin Jordan, Their three selecions were “Great Day,” “A Litde Talk with
desus” and “An' | Cry." Addimonal, Condudorlomdan sang “Gad is a God.” 5t. lohn's pastar, the Reverend Maurice Wright
Il, sang "Deesp River” and “Crudhzion.”

The closing sang, “Total Praise,” was sung by the chaoirs, soleistand congregaton. Just asthesong builtte aclasing crescen-
do, the spirit and appreciaton forthisinspiraonal eveningof spirituals, did sa aswell. Each performance, be it by chairar
soloist, served as a reminder of the rich musical heritage af the African American people. The spiritual is & genre af African
American musicthat should not be fargetten. Programs such as this, can/should continue nat anly to entertain but to re-
mind {and inform young people) af the historical significance af thisuniguely African American music.

The inspirafional rendions brought atiendeess to their feet numerous iimes duringthe program. Thiswaould be 3 lovely
annual event.

Fastor MaUrEE Wkt
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Evening of Spirituals Earned A Rousing Response

By Brdget Floyel
Photes mphy by Daeain Washiagte n
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“The Investment Factor: Challenging, Motivating and Empowering”
Hour of Power Revival

Fhillips Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
gy B. Johnsan

The men of Phillips EME Church invited the Reverand M aurice Wright, |l, Sere-
ant Pastor of 5t. John AME Church, 1o preach the evening Hour of Power Ser-
wice an Friday, February 10, 2017 5t John's Male Chorus accompanied Pastar
Wright and provided the spiritually uplifting musicin solos by Bro. Reggie Pear-
san, with “Right Mow Lord, * "Who's Onthe Lard's5ide” and “Jesus Christ is
the Way, " led by Dr, Cliftan Pearson. The message was opened with scripture
from Prowverbs 1228, “In the way of right eousness there'is life; alongthat path
lisimmaortality.”

The Reverend Wright preached from the semmon fitled, “What Men Must De.”
He began by sharing athought from hisfather, “Boy, vou're worth samething
to God, te meand to others” He stated that he understood hisworth, sothat
he muld invest in himsel. He went anto affirmthat, “As Black men, we have

" notinvested in gurselves. YWe have not always reached back to help others ar
fully accepted respansibility for sur own demise. We have to stap puthng sve-
rything off on othersand accept responsibility; and it begins by developingand
impreving our rela@onship with each other and with God.”

Fauressential points, answerad thequestion, "What doasittake for mento
wialkuprighthy with God?” The Reverend Wright expressed that;

1 Men must live a righteous life by living out their pumpoese. Men must come out of the shadaws of
pthers-and desire and seek outthe standard set forthem by God, Proverbs 20:7, “the righteous
lead blameless lives, blessed are their children after them.”

Men must know God for themsalves, Real men stand up forthe lord. To stand up forthe Lord
meansyou are not afraid to share yourfaih with others. You are not afraid to be seen @mying
your Bibleta church, Church School arBible5tudy on 'Wednesday night.

Man must walk in the right erowd. Places that you go, the peaple that you know, and thethings
that vou do are a reflechon of the God inyou. The man whowalks righteously does not spend his
fime creatingmess, stealing, back binng, belittling athers or holding prudges. Men were reminded
of Psalm 1:14, astothe consequences of beingwicked, “the wicked are like chafl that the wind

bl owes awray.” Let g of these who mean yeu no goeod.

Lastly, man must have a made-up mind. Righteous men must not be double-minded; be not con-
farmed tothiswordd, Learn howto make up your mind like Joshua 2415, “Asfor me and my houss;
wewill serve the Lard ™

The Reverend Wright closed in his usual, dynamicand prophenc way by stating empathically, that when a

man walks righteously with God, he can singwith great copvicoon and enthusiasm, *Amazing Grace, how
sweet the sound that savad awretch like me”
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 2
By B lohnzon

(g T - In his book, Fve Procices of Fruul Congregomians; Robart Schnase idemifizd five prachices that

}r'uirful C ageiticen growe and develop churches and congregations. Last month looked 3t the prachce of Inftentional
Faith Develppment and idemified mamy ways in which 5t: John is pradicing that prindpal. This
maonth we look at the pracoce of Extrovogant Gansrosty, By the age of 10 all who afiended Sun-
day Schoal, were well acquainted with the verse, “It is mare blessed to give than 1o receive (Ads
20:35." Wetthe and gveourten percent and give an offaringwhen asked. We striveto be cheer-
ful givers. 5o, how does giving aurtithes and aflerings compare with extravagant genarosty?

Extrawvagamt generosity describes “practices of sharing and giving that exceed all especdations and

extend to unespected measures” K describes “lavish sharing, sacnfice, and gwing In semvice to
God and neighbar.”

Here are just & of the many key principals which are demonstrated in churches that pracice Bstravagant Generosity:

1, Yibrant, fruitful, growing congregatons teach, preach and prachce propor@onal gvingwith a goal toward #thing.
They encmurage members ta grow inthe grace of giving as an essential practice of Christan Disapleship and as a
congregation they practice generosity by their extraordinary support of missions, connectional ministries; and or-
ganizawonsthat change people'slives.

As people grow in their rela@onship to Christ, they grow &lso in the prachice of BEitravagant Generosity, offering
more of themsehes for the purposs of Christ. They provide the esources that strengthen ministry and that help
the church touch livasaf mare and more people inthesame way thelr own lveshava been transformed by God.
Generosity isafruit of the spirit, aworthy spirtual aspiration. Generosity isthe opposite of selfishness, To prachce
extravagant generosity requires sef-contrel, patrence, kindness, faith, and love of God and neighbor.

They offer seminars, sworkshops, and retreatsthat help thelr congregants with money management, debt manage-
ment, inancial planning, estate planning, preparingwills, cansidenng legacies, bequests and endowment giving.
Chiurches that nurture the prachce of Extravagant Generosity take seriously the stewardship of the resources en-
trusied to them by their members. They take extraordinary prec@ulions o protec the Integrty af their financial
systems by providing proper checks and balances farthese handling money, preparing regular and accurate financial
reports for church leaders and anyenewho requests them, and furnishing annual sudits to appropriste trustess and
financial officers, They operate with transparency.

When5t. Johr's generasity, ismeasured, in compansanto the Bctraav'agant Generosity yard siich, we-are grateful. ¥We share
ourtime, and talents, as well a5 our firances onthe local, state, national and connechional levels. Our sharing with our

Soop Kitc be n volu ntes i s=rve CPR presentes M Rikey Gos, Finan- Il mbe s supporting
1000 s0f mea ka yea 1. cia Ladviser, Edward lones & Mr, Willie Hese: Begin nings Academy

L e o oria B

Sandife . Prime O rica Pepoes= nia thee.
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up
By B lohnzon

P mivasd e fangir 1)

neighbars has not onbkytransformed thelives afothers, but has been atestament to aurfaithful reladionship with God. As
Wi review our giving, itisin no way tao be boastful, but te glorify and praise God for His abundance. Here are just a few
wiays 1N which we have demonstrated Extrovagont Generosicy

Extravagant Generosity has been shown;

# |ntheSoup Kitchen Ministry. The soup kitchen went from servingmeals anly once a month to serving meals twice 3
manth. Fram serving maybe 150 meals to serving over a thousand meals. In Movember and December hat meals
were deliversd to adr sick and shut in miembers. The soup kitchen provides miealsfor The Hariis Home far Children
and First Stop Ministry.

Impacting the lives of athers, while praizing God far His abundanee.

S5t John honored the Reverend Or. Homier L. McCall far his 40 years of ministry by establishing an endowment at
Alabama ABM University in the ameunt of 525,000. The interest, beginning in 2018 will pravide scholarships for
deservingstudents for yearsto come.

Impacting the lves of students, while praising God for Hisabundanes,

S5t John supports education efforts beginning with pre-k proegrams: The church donated book bags at the beginning
of the year andthen made a substanial Hinancial contribuion to New Beginnings Academy during its fund raising
campaign. 5t Jahn hasalways believed insupporiing education, This belief has been suppoarted by the prowision of
henarariums for all our praduating high school and college graduates. All mades possible through the genemsity of
members.

Impacting the lives of students, while praising God for His gift of abundance.

The Caregivers’, Prayer and Respite (CPR)Ministry has forthe last two years organized workshops to provide not
only caregivers, but the congregation with infarmation regarding Medicare Benefits, Social Securty Benefits, and
Respite Care for families. Most recently, the focus of the warkshop was an financially security, and How Money
Works.

Financially impacting the lives of members and millennia’s, while prising Ged for His abundance,

The Sons af Allen have assisted in building mmips for the disabled. The Adult Sunday Scheol Class, the YWMS, the
usher board, and the S0+ Auxiliary have provided gifts during the holidays for The Sakation Army Angel Tree Angels
andwamen's shelters in the community,

Impacting the lives of community members, while praising God for His gift af abundanece.

51 John partnered with Habitat for Humaniy in 1995 providing sffardable housing for families in this commiunity.
Forthe last 22 years, 5t. John has donated over S100,000 financially and provided many volunteers, to ensure par-
ents and children have a safe and aflordable place to [ve.

Preise be to Goed for His abundance te impact the lives of so many families!

When a member of this congregation is in need of assistance, this congregation respands te the call immediately
with extravagant generosity. This congregatian fills the vaid with theirome, omfort, care, concerm, prayers, and

L AT O TR W)
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Celebrating Founder's Day at Greater 5t. Paul Scottsboro

By Charki= Broo ks
Photeg mply by Darsin Washington

T — = All on one Accard. OnSunday, February 12, 2017, 3:00 pm. 5t.dohn celebmted Found-
% er's Day with fellew church, 5t, Paul, Scottsbere, Alabama. The Reverend Debarah Pep-
- ~ pem, officers and memberswamly welcomed 5t. John members, the Reverand M aunce
o “Wright ;and family to Scofisboro. As the service began, all jpined in the processional
and singing “Marching to Zion". After prayer bw the Reverend Charles Glowver and scrip-
turg, the Reverend Peppers welcamed Presiding Elder Allen and Mrs. Allen-and visitors.
The Reverend Allen introduced the preacher of the hour, the Reversand Maurice Wright,
Il, Presiding Elder Allen summarnzed hisintroduction with, “Rev, Wright is old enough to
speak for himself.” The Reversnd Wright painted worshippers to the cross and then
introduced hiswife, the Reverend Joretha Wrght and family. He thanked the Reverand
Feppers for inwi'ng him, “to a place he had not been befare®

His text was from Galaians 5:7, His sermon was entitled "Unstoppable’. Someone intier-

rupts yaur activittes, distraciions get in your way. Do thosethings hinder us from osur

relatianship with the Lard?® He contnued, Satan can get us going amound in & drecle far

he doesn't want you to enjoy the Joy of the Lord and he also wants your Power. We
have aStory-Line. He said we don't need a “rerun®; we have a new season, a new story line; the Fower and we rely an
the Word. Inthe text, the messageto the church was not to go back to the past. We were urged to stop conversations
that hinder you. Paul alse made athlefic cormparisans inthis lefter. Threethings to do to be unstoppable. 1) Den't back
up. Eliminate unimportant stuff, 2) Don’t backdown. We are not to be fearful, It takescourage to keep going forward as
did Joshua 1:9. 3j Live right-stand strong. 5tand strong as Richard Allen. QOurFounder's story tells us we can take a stand!
Dor't back out of your service to God,” he said,

Finally, we must not be hindered, we don't have the same queshonsasin Ads1:11 What would cause you notto be confi-
dent? Farwe know God will make away. Hold on, endure, for joy is cominginthe marning.

Afterthe call to Chrisian Discipleship, blessing of the food, and dismissal, a delicious fellawship meal was served. The
Mass Choir provided musicforthe service and 3 large number of 5t. John members travelled for the ;elebaton of Found-
er's Day with 5t Paul, Scotisborao.

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St, John Measures Up
B B lohnzow

S A g Al
acts of kindness, Anancial support-and LOVE for eadh other.
Impacting the lives of our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ, while praising and giving thanks to God for
His great gifts af supreme abundancel

These wersa just a few edamples of how the members of 5t. John have demonstrated Bditravagant Generosity. If each o~
ganizabion were poalled, and if individuals were surveyed, the list could po on and en regarding how this congregation has
been blessed, and has blessed others in this community, Remembering the description of extravagant generosity; the prac-
tices of sharing and giving that exceed all expecdations and extend to unexpected measures, It descnbes lavish sharing,
sacrifice, and giving in service to God and neighbor, we strive ever more to do the things whichwe have been called to do
by the Werd af Gad. 1tisthe least we can do, whenwe remamberthat God gave hisonly San_whichwasan extroondinars
iy EXTRAVAGANT oct of GENEROSITY.
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Habitat

for Humanity

Habitat 2017 Build Has Begun

Habitat for Humanty of Madisan County 15 an ecumenical, grassroots,

communmes by building hemes and providing hape for families,

Habit at

for Humanity has been part of 5t. John's mmmunity sutreach for cuver two

decades

e
Chrisian housing ministry that seeks to eliminate: poverty housing from
communies and ta make decent shetter a matter of conscence and s
fion. Habitat valuntesrs donate their ime to make a positive difterence in

The 2017 Habitat Spring Build kas begun. 51. Jahnis partnedngwith ather
local churches to build 3 S-bedroom homea an Maywick Drive, near Win-
chester Road. Pastor Wnght has selected dates 5t John to wark: April 8,
2017, May & 2017, and June 3, 2017, On these days evaryone who is
physically alileto come out 2nd help should plan to do so. There is some-
thing for everyone to do st some poim duringthe build. The build sched-

ule is listed below. Work imes are frem 7:00 2.m. to noon Tuesdays
Thursdays and Saturdays, 5o if you cennot make ay of the S sturday work

. dates there are-other days you can voluntasr.

It yeu have gquesEons

please mntact Tami MeGhee st 2566030466 or the church affice.

DAYS

2017 SPRING BU ILD'S CHEDLILE

B3 14 Maywick Rd.

TAS &

“Mar. 14 16, 18
Mar. 21 23, 25

Mar. 28, 30 Apr. 1

Apr, 4.6 B

Apr.11, 13,15
Apr.18, 20, 22
Apr. 25, 27, 29
May 2,4, 6
May 3, 11 13
May 16, 18, 20

May 23, 25, 27

May 30, lune 1, 3

Tue, Thur., 5at.
Tue, Thur,, 5at.

Tue, Thur,, 5at.
Tue, Thur,, 5at.

Tue, Thur,, 5at.
Tue., Thur,, 5at.
Tue, Thur,, 5at.
Tue, Thur,, 5at.
Tue., Thur,, 5at.
Tue, Thur,, 5at.

Tue, Thur,, 5at.
Tue, Thur., Sat.

Deliverwallsto site and eract. Straighten, brace and sheath walls
Erecttrusses and deck roof (by others . Install houss wrap.
Install windows and edterior doars.

Install facia, reof bracing, dead wood, hurricane clips, aiic access
Start winyl siding, (Roofing, plumbingand electrical rough-in

by others)

Caulk openings, install wall insulation, continue vinyl siding
iShestrock by athers) finish vinyl siding

Faint interior walls, clean floor, paint base board, doorsand trim
Install winyl Boor @le, sheet wirml

Install interior doors, baseboard, window trim, cabinets
(Plumbingand electricalfixtures by others) Install door hardware
doorstops, closet sheking windeoe blinds

Landscape, touch up paint, dean and was floars, work punch list
Catch-up (Dedicatonto be announced)

The schedule is confngent on weather and submntracors. Wewillwark 7:00 AM to noon.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Marth Memarial Ploay, go west on Winchester Road. At the botiom of the hill, turn right onto Sandia
Rd. Ge 0.6 miles, turn left onte Desha, o about 300 ft_and turn right anto Maywick.
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TEEN REGISTIRATION
AT LT o -y g P (]
duntl Uald ougj
JAR G Ly lingertmtitn

FRILL RECESTRATICN IKCLLFTRES: 11 | o Bong, 7] Rocepbicn, (3] ks {2
QLchiarbiin, A i pr e e A D e ol el i aliilaly,

It is offidally Ellipsis season! Get the early registrabion rate
while it lasts. The 555 registration fee includesa fabulous swag
bag, five (5 meals, and all warship and warkshaps, including
materials®! Girls receme the same deal for only 510, Ga
to werw thesllipnsecperience. com to register NOWEHE  S=e
Rew RAitafar more Informaton

Here We Grow Again!
Welcame to the 5t John family!

Annie Cook
Angie Rush
Rebecca Rush
Rosalie Rush
Philip Alan Green
Tristan Myles

Anthony Fears

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

bk

Servies is Notan Opton

“Forthe grace of God has been revealed,
bringing salvation to all pzaple.” Tus2:11

‘When asked who wers servants of God, ths average church-
guer would most likely nnm;n the pastor ar same Chriswan

:tEh!lIrtt'h They almost wauld never say, “We are all God's
smrvants”. Offen Emﬂmmﬂ are drrul{ﬂm-_r Into twa :ruu,ir—-

thase i full Wme ministry—and the lay. Paul states in Ephe-

{ sian 210 that believers are saved o that they might SEWF_

If-ihere were no other reason to serve God besides gram-
tude for salvanon, that would be ause enough, We are
rumﬂ- frnm hrmll.nt ihnll-,g:l\inrl mrﬂl fife with the Flnhl'

'ip;rfrﬁumum“umm Seniceisbuta uﬂa.lrnr-:hnnudu

T

:rwmm :‘F*.ﬁu iﬂ'l dzh m.-w:d hlf:umhm nn r’:’rﬂ
to withhald nur;fhﬂr-rme.

When Pastar Wright asks far help in aur bi-manthly ‘Saup
Kitchan” many think ke is !"Fll-ﬂ'fﬂl 10 someone glse be-

‘cause *certain peaple’ have training in hawthat help warks,

or | have 2 busy sehedul=.

Service is not an option, God alls usto be servants so we

@n imeest our llves |n an a'lurrliﬂ',r valuable pumose: the
“salvation of unbelisvars and the acceptance of Him in their

lives. Qur job may seam insignificant or our limtawons
Ereat, but we are vessals of Christ with 3 mi= of building His

kingdam..

Jainusin Eml (= an 1}}'1_:_ 3" and 4" Tuesday of each month.
There i ajab fayou! And Thans

Greeter Ministry

The Greeter Ministry s in need of a ministry leader and
greetervolunteers. [finerested, pleage contact Rew. Ritaat
stiphnfirstlady@pgmail.cam or cemplete an Interest fam
located anthe ministry board,
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In Memory of Brother Jerry Baldwin

Brother Baldwinwas a mem-
ber of 5t lohm for over 440
years. He was a member of
the Steward Board where he
served faithfully foar many
years. He was wery Sup
portive of the ministries of
the church and encouraged
those whao led andfor partice
pated in the ministries, He
was faithful in attendance,
even though he had heakh
challenges over the past few
¥Ears.

Brother Baldwin was ‘the
husband of Sister Gwendolyn Baldwin and father-in-law of
Sister LaTosha Baldwin.

Colonel James Heyward spoke on Brother Baldwin asa church
member and friend during the homegning service. He noted
that he hecame associated with Brother Baldwin in the 2arly
eighttes when he joined 5t. John, They served together in
many mles and achviiies in the church: He alsa noted that
they served together In Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. Colanel
Heyward stated that © Brother Baldwin was a quiet man, but
an eflective one, & leader in Kis own right. He had a strong
spiritual focus. He always warked far that which was best for
the church as he served on the Stewand Board for many
years.” He also said “lerry developed the ability to listen to
athers and became very perceptive, he was very helpful to
athers intWmes of crisis, always willingta lend a helping hand.
He also possessed a sense of humor and ocoasionally would
enjoy & good joke especially caming fram the late Dr, ¥Williz
Minge Clark,”

Brother Baldwin was reared from Marshall Space Flight Cen-
ter of NASA where he served in many posions. He was also
svery-achve in the Humtsville community. He recei/ed numer-
ous swvards far his community service: He wolunteered at his
son's band and Boy Soout achvines.

And God zhall wipe pwaoy ol tears from their eves ong the e
shall b= no more death, nzither sormaw, Bor orping, naithar

shall there peany maore poin  Revelaion 21:4

Maother Delois Fippen Remembered

Upon relocatng to Decatur
in 2012, Mother Plppen
united with 5t. lohn where
her son and his family are
members. Although her
health prevented her fram
afiending church, she was
certainky in the hearts and
prayers of the 5t. John con-
gregation. Mrs. Delois Pip-
pen was the mother af Mr.
Glenn FPippen, moether-in-
laws of Mrs. Regena Fippen
and grandmether of Ms.
Faulz Pippen.

Hodges-and Juanita Washington often visited Mother Pippen
and shared these memaories.

As We Knew Her

From the day we Introduced ourselves ta. her, we were im-
mediately drawnto heras a "Mother” figure. Mother Pippen
wias 2 warm, laving, kind and nurturing person. From: the
first visitto our last, she treated us like we were one of her
own. The cormversalions were always centered around her
famiiy. She loved herfamily and expressed her lowve with pic-
tures (in her moam) and staries about her family.

Mother Fippen had a lewe far word puzzles and NIF's “sugar
free” mndy; We quickly discovered that she was a word puz-
zle enthusiast. We remembered one wvisit where as we
wialked imo the raom, without the intemt of staying very
lang; and she wason the phone having a conversation with
her devoted son, Glenn. 5he quickly said to him, guess who
just wralked in, the Washington’'s, I'will speak with yau latar; |
am going to go and enjoy my wisitars.

Moether Pippen looked forward to her hair and nail appaint-
ments. 5he loved looking her best, at all ames, Her nails
were nal ane of Just nail palish, but of beaunful elaborate
designs: She exempliied her beauty and warmth asa person
through her appearance and character. We will truly miss
herand wewoauld like to say tathe family, stay strang trust
inthe Lord and remain steadfast.

"Molongerin our lives to share,
butinour hearts you're ahvays there,"”
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Mareds Leie Apill Dosils

This year the focus at 5t lohn during Lent is prayer and
fasting,

lain the Wednesday morning devotional call até a.m.

The conference call number s 530.881.,1212 and the
meetingid is ET6-863-940. (You canspeed dial fram the eell
phene at 530.881.1212 . B76863940). The call back number
to listen to the recorded devetanal is 530,881.1215,

Devotiomal Leaders

March 1
March B
March 15
Mzreh 22
March 20

Refired Bishop John R. Bryant

The Reverend Carmen ¥ alker

The Rewverend Reginald Crump

The Reverend T. Erc Nathan

The Reverend Dacor Mark Tyler
iIMother Bethel AME Church)

The Rewverend lennifer ¥Watley Maell
The Reverend Myron D. Hill

The Right Reverend Ann Henning Byfield
The Rewverend ArthurB. Carter

TED

April 5
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13

April 10-12
April 13

Haly Week Prayer Revival- 6:00 p,m,
M aundy Thursday 5ervice - 6:00 p.m,
April 16 Resurrectien Sunday
Sunrise S ervice- 6 a.m,
Easter program - 3 a.m.
Worship-10:50 a.m.

Fastor Wright

S it e aige 2

origin and friends. His wife stapped goingtao school in arder
ta allew him to complete his educalion and then resumed
her education. Pastor Wright indicated that the Rewerang
Joretha “Rite” Wright is “o wonderful spouse, mother of our
children, protective of our fomily. She's a fot of fun
Thera's never o dull moment in our house” They ars
“polleagues in mingtry” He noted that the Reverend Rits
pastared two churches, at whichime he supported her pas-
tarate. He indicated that she has embraced her calling and
ministry in ways otherthan pastoring

Pastar Wright indicated that his charge iz "to postor all of
the people .. to bring together one congregotion with time
and prayer. | love people . | wont to serve”. He refers o
himself ag “servont postor” He credited Bishop James Davis
with emphaskzing service as lesus humbled himself. He also
reflacts on anetherinfluenial persan in his life, Ms, Dorothy
McHenry, @ Sunday School teacher, whao adwvised him to
“keep your nome clear . people will forgive pou but won't

fongat”

Pastar Wright noted that he will focus on development at 51,
dehn, Twws areas include the men's department and the
voung people's department. He indicated that “if the Lord
grants o | would like to build for church). | waont to build

people”

St:lohm has a pastor who has demonstrated a cormmitment
to his calling, and the capacity to adapt and respond tathe
challenge of change and transiion, aver his greater than
twenty years as an-ordained minister. He has taken on this
pastorate while serving as VWice President of the Music and
Arts Department for the AME Church (since his elecion in
2012), Hewill runfor president next year. He.is Co-Director
of Bvangelism for the Minth District of the AME Church, He
istheSemwant Pastor of 5t. lahn, husband and father.

5t. John members and the Huntsville community are geting
to know Pastar Wright a5 a dynamic preacher, confidant,
and committed |eader, and consoler and prayer warrior in
difficult imes. He has shared his musical gifts, This amde is
an eflorn to offer addional insight lnte the man who [zads
this flock.. ¥We look forward to the development, communi
cation, growth, and worshippingfuncioning in oane accard/
as“one church”, ‘and helping te spread the word and serve
the community — aspiring taward the vision of Pastor M au-
rice Wright Il

Welcame to the Reverands Waght and family !
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2017

The lesson reviews were witien by Claudinetle Purifoy
Fears (April 2 and Willie Sandifer, Church School Superin-
tendent.

April 2, 2017

Lesson Title: The Lord is Iy Shepheard

Lessan Scripture: Psalm 23:1-6

Print: Psalm 23:1-8

Devetional Sangs: #ThisLirle Light of Mine (#2732 | and
#243

Key Verse: “The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not

want” (Psalm 23:1).

This well known and often repeated scripture, referred to
as a prayer, can helpturn around negatve thinking and as
sist with fears, Wing David, the author of this psalm, grew
up and worked as a shepherd. He lowved the metaphor of
seeing God, as a shepherd. The shepherd’s job isto care for
his flock, making sure they are safe, nounshed, calm and
happy at all imes.

Sheep are wulnerable to danger from predators because
they cannot run wery fast, and they are not ahways smart
enough to avaid danger. Tae care far them correctl and
safely, sheep require a shepherd to take them to the ferile
areas to graze, ta pretect them fram dangers, and keep
them together so they do not stray from the group. Sheep
have a strong insdinct to: fallow the sheep in front of them.
When one sheep deddes to stray, the rest af the flack usu-
ally fallows, even if it is nota good decisian.

The Good Shepherd caesfor His people and provides pro-
tection even when they encounter opponents orthose who
wish ta da ham. The Lord gently ar firmby prods them
when they deviate from Him. He promises those who fol
lows Him that they will have all of their needs met and will
know peaceand hamony. He will ghve rest sothat they can
become rejuvenated. God pramises His protecion farever
as long as one's gtlenton is focused on Him and submits to
His wyill

April 9, 2017

Lesson Title: God's Sawing Lowe in Christ

Lesson Seripture; lohn 3:1-21

Print: lohn 371-16

Bevetional Songs: #4123, #3213, and #243

Key Verse: For God so loved the world, that he gave his are
ly begotten5on, that whosoewver believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasanglife” Uahn 3:16).

This lesson esamines a passage that envelopes the messapge
of Jesus’ love. The author sharesthat the Gospel af lohn is
the ane that highlights Jesus as the Saon of God maore than
other aspects of His being. The Gospels. of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke show Him as King, S2mvant and a perfect man, re-
spechvely. Jahn highlights His deity more than the other
Gospels:

Jesus was met with two responsesto His life and message
througheut His earthly ministry. From ameng the large
crowwds that usually follewed Him, He was accepted by
some in the crowds and rejected by others. He was hated
mare by those who were knowledgeable of the Scriptures
than thase whao were common people. Nicodemus, @amea o
Jesus with an eamest desire to know the truth abowt Him
and His message.

April 16, 2017

Lezsan Title: God's Lowve Triumphant

Lesson Serpture: lohn 19:38-20:10; 1 Peter 1:3-9

Print: Johm 20:1-10; 1 Peter 1:3-5, 8-

Devetional Sangs: Flove Lifted M e; #258; and #243

Key Varses: “Then went in alsa that ather disciple, which
came firsttothe sepulcher, and he saw, and be-

lieved” {lohn 20:8),

The memuories of Easter for mast people include sunrise
services, family dinners, and, for some, the bunny, =ggs,
and Easter baskets. Imagine what it was like an the first
Resurrection Sunday marming. God's love is shown in the
death af Christ on the cross far the sins of the wordd. Were
it nat far Christ's resurrection, His death would not mean
amything and the King would be defeated; leawing His fol-
lowers without the hope of salvafion. This lesson shows
that therm Is mare ta the resurrecion than an event cele-
brated every springiime.

April 23, 2017

Lessan Title: Ged's Recenciling Lave

Lesson Serpture: Romans 5:1-11; 8:31-39

Print: Romans 5:6-11; B:31-3%

Tentatiee Devotional Songs: F364;F25]1; and 7243

Key Varse! “Neither death, nar life, ner angels, nor prind-
palities, nor powers, nor things present, northingsto come,
norheight, nor depth, ner any other creature, shall be abie
toseparate us from the love of God, which s in Chrst Jesus

St i and o e i)
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Technology Tip

By Ricarda Williams

Gating Fit Ueing Technology

Thisyear many have set new goals armilestones

for the year. One of the most faverable New

Year resolution s to.set a goal to get fit or to

lmse ar gzin weight. Nowsdays, thers are ssvaral

srart padpets that can assist with mestng those
goals. Mos, of the gadgets are in warious price enges and
abllitytn assist with maetng thase poals.

First, look &t smartphenes. On 2 daily hasisthey are usedtor
various reasone Both Appla il and Android devices can ba
purchased with mobile 3pps that can assist with getting #it
already nstalled The mobile apps manage nuiribanal intake,
calgries consurmed, daily steps and also presoipwon medics-
wons. There are alsa other apps such as Mike ‘Run and
Auniastic that can accurately track werkeuts. The toals -also
allow for serhing poils ta camplete: alang with challsnges to
stay on trackte complete the poals

Anothertechnical gadget that manmy peaple UsE to AsEET with
mesting their get-fit goals is 2 pair of great ear buds, The sar
buds can be used to enhance the workout by providing the
ablity ta |isten 1o music or podcasts while exarcismg: Ear
buds, such as 3 labra Sport, allow users io trach pace, ce
dence and other stats thmugh bullt-in sensors. Ear buds are
parfact far any runner ar cress trainer by offering @ great
sound ability to get pumped up for the warkout, Listening to
music or padcast through the ear buds @n all ba doie By
using Bluetooth technology. This allows the abllity to work
aut while |istening to music withaut the |[nterference af
wires.

Lastly, anather great padest that can enhance the warkaut
experignce (5@ GPS watch. GPS watches have been dsed Iy
athletes far 2 leng Wme now, Different from previous GPS
watches, there are pente parscular GPS watches that track
glevanon gains and descents. This is an edezllent feature Tor
cyclistzand runners. Same of these same watches have a fea-
turete manage mobile devices, which prevents the (merfar-

Church School Book Club

Disouzsion Dare| March 1B, 2017
10:00 AN, — 1130 ADA.

Who Asked You? Terry Mehdillan, 2015

Diszuszion Date: Apnl 15, 2017
10:00 AN, — 1130 A.M,

The Dhsessian, Nora Roberts, 2017

Napmil Boweslost-her inmocence the night she followesd her
father into-thewnods. In freging the girltrmppead in The root
cellar, Naomi revealed the horrible extent of her father's
crimes and made him infamous. No matier how close she
gets 1o happiness, she cannot putrun the-sing of Thamas
Dravid B ovweres.

N ow & successful phatographer living underthe name Nao-
mi Larsan, she has found a place that @lls ta har, a8 ram-
blingald hause nneed of repair, thousands of miles away

fram everything she's ever known: Maomi wants to em-

brace the splitude, but the Kindly residents of Sunrise Cove
leep farcing her to open up—espedally the determined
XanderKzaton.

Naom| can feel her defenszes failing, -and knows thaEt the
connection her new |ife offers is something she's always
secretly craved. But the sins of her father can become an
nbsession, and, asshe's learned Wme and-again, her past is
pever-morethan a nightmar sway. - Amazon

Weekly Bible Study

Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Pastor Wright leads Bible Study =sach Wednesday at
noan and & pm (unless atherwise noted on the diurch
calendar).
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St. John Congratulates Minority Leader
Anthony Daniels

Phiotepm phy by Darwin Was hington

OnSunday , February 19, 5t lohn offered congratulations to
State Representabve Anthony Danizls on his elechion as Minori
ty Leader for the Alabama House of Representabives. This elec
ton is historic because Representafive Danigls is the first Afri
can American and the youngest represent abive to hald this po-
simon. Pastor Wright presented Representabve Daniels with a
plague from the church and members greeted him at a recep-
#on inthe veswbule afthe church after each service,

Church School Lesson Overview

L bl U g | 40

purLord” Romans B:38-39),

This lessan shawswhat God's recenciling lave leaks like. 11
is sad when relatfonships are seversd hecauss a divide
exists betwreen friends ar family. Somenmes it |swery diffi-
cult tm ask for forgiveness and offer to do what it would
take to restore the mlattonship that was once alive and
wital. The Lord, howewver, did what it took ta restare paao-
ple's relationship with Him. Jesus died and took the penal-
iy they deserved. He paidthe price Incured by their own
sin—the wery sinthat broke the relawonship. This kind af
loveisonethat only God can exprass.

April 30, 2017

Lessan Title: The Good Shepherd’s Lowe

Lesson Seripture: Romans 5:1-11; 8:31-39

Print: Romans 5:611; 8:31-39

Tentatwe Devetional Songs: Flead Me, Guide Me; #251;
and #2431

Key Verse: "l am the good shepherd, and know my sheep
and am known of mine, As the Father knoweth me, even
sa know | the Father: and | lay dewn my life far the sheep”
John 10:14-15).

Thislessan looks st the Lord Jesus as the Good Shepherd,
The auther suggestsitisthe Mew Testament counterpart
to Psalm 23. The focus ofthis weel'slesson is.on Christ as
the Gaod Shepherd in contrast to:the hirelingwho fiegs
when danger comes. The autharshares the theme of God
exhibiting a shepherd-like love appears in many biblical
passages. It isnot surprisingthat Jesus compared Himse if
to ashepherd and Hisfallowers to sheep.

Technology Tip

By Ricardo Willlams

I b .'u'_.'.'.'.'-ll (B 5 4
gnceaf anawering the cellphane during 3 warkaut,
There are s2veral other gadgets that can be used te =n-

hance the jodrmey an getong it Most af these devices
can be synced with each other to alow viswing of data
captured during the workout an mare than sne device at
g fme The deta cafi alse be uploaded to 3 tablet or lap-
tap, Afterall, 1o meel “ger-dit” goals you heve to have 3

way to track your progress.

Mach 20017 Pape 18



Wed

April 2017

Thu

o
T tapey

£ FASTER

2 2 £

8:00 am. Woiship
gd%a.m,
Churs h & ool
10508 m. Womhip
LT TR s
AASEN DHEODR INE

g 10 11 12

Fal SUNDAY
243a.m
Chuns b BEchoal
1090 8.m. Worship

1R mom . Dewertiom
S0 am.

F iy Ins Mee tig

B0 p-m
Eriticin | Boand

12 D0-pm:
&
E:I:I'.'Ipm.
ElE Sty

600 pm.
Stemméss Bood g,

Haoly Week Prafer Rawval
6080 pam., nightly

16 18

a: 00 a m
Surmrmes Sereo
Br=ak fmct
9:00 s Enstes

Program
LS50 e, Wonhip

23 25

0:00 & m., Waorship
3:43s.m,
Churc i 5 hool
1050 a.m ‘Worship

11308.m 100 p.m
S0 L WITC HER

113 0a.m-100 pm
540 LP T HIEN

30

343a.m
Ehurns b Ec ool
1000 5. m Worship

§O0p.m.
En.'l'.l:ll:hnlr Reizszal

E00p.m.
MUNDY THURS DAY

20

21

.

500 pum.
MeE Chore
fe rem el

26

&

230m.m
Canic= Mhi'lrll

1033
AFAENETRTT I'nl::‘!l'nE

15

230a.m.
Cance kinimy

29

830n.n
Cance= r.-'|i1i1r|-

29

S530Ge.m
Cmnice r.1i'|i:1rr

PRAYER for the MONTH - Dear God, Thank you foryour loving kindness, Help usto usethe sacrfices of this Lenten season

to prow closertoyou. Indesus name. AMEN,

Scripture for the Manth— Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my amious thoughts. See ifthere is any
offensive way in me, and lead me inthe way evedasting. [Psalm 13%:23-24)

Mach 2007 Pape 17



St dehn AME Chureh Man- profit
229 Church Street .5 Postage

: PA&ID
Hursville, Alabama 35801 Hurtswille, &L

(256) 534-3265 Permit No. 240

Return Service Requested

F-mail:  1oonmme nEsolcom

Wiebsite ; stjohname - Fsv.oE

The Right Beverend Harry L Seawrght, BEhop

The Reverend Shanta Seawright, EpEcopal SupereEor
The Peverernd Olversllen, Jr, Prsd ine Eder

The Reverend Maure Wnght [, Serant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

March 24, 2017 Mignight Musical, 10:00 p.m.

Parch 30—31, 2017, Minth District Mid-Wimer Meeting
Aprill, 2017 Daniel Payne Legacy Village, Birmingham, Alabama

April10-12, 2017 Holy Week Prayer Revival, §:00 p.m.
April 13, 2017 Maundy Thursday, 500 p.m.

April 16, 2017 Resurrection Day
Sunrise Service, 500 a.m.
Breakfast
Easter Program, 9:00 a.m.
Easter Worship, 10:50 a.m.

That if you confess with pour mouth, “Jlesusis Lord, " ond belizve in yaur heort
that Bod roised him from the dead, you will be saved Romans 1003

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN —

A.M.E. NEWSLETTER@

| 5t John African Methodist Episcopal Church Hurtsvile Alabama
Volume 21 |55ue4 April 2D1T

Forcrr
Faster Hlaipht
v, [t
sl Thoe

St Gakr Famity

On the first day of the week, very early in the marning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the fomb, muyfnurﬂﬂeﬂnnem!wawnyﬁamﬂmtumh but when

L ther entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wandering about
'ﬂ‘ﬁ-i.- Eﬂﬂ'ﬂ’éﬂ-{rm men in -‘.‘hflﬁﬂ that gleamed ,I’J'.'E‘E thm'ng .smm' bu.'de them, In ﬁ!ﬂrﬁfgﬁ’t
the women bowed down with fﬂﬂrfﬂcﬁ to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do
you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told
you, while he was still with you in Galitee! | The Son of Man must be delivered over to the
hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised agoin.'* Then they remembered
his words, Luke24:1-8




5t. John AME Church Under
“The Wright Leadership”

By Jeapette lones
Photee mphy b Darain Washingtan

On Sunday, March 12, 2017, the 5t. lohn A.M.E. church family gathered to officially welcomea 1o
5t. lshn AME, Huntsville, the new leadership team, Servam Fastor, the Rewversnd Maunce
Wright, Il, Execufive Minister, the Reversnd Joretha Wright, and their children, Joy, Isaiah, Les-
sieg, and Terrence. The Steward Board spearheaded the welcome recepmon which was held at
the Board of Reattors. Steward Hill led the sub-cammities and 5teward Barbara Iahnsan mardk
nated the svent site logisics and the refreshments. Mrs: Danna Gullatte transformedthe room
with lovely decorafions.

It was a sunny, bright and beauliful day in Huntsville, asthe 5t. John family, friends and leader-
ship ofthe Greater Huntsville community gathered to ofidally welcome the Wrights to Hunts-
wille, |twas acoaol day, but there wers warm hearts and big smilas as the well-wishers came out
toextend their hands of friendship to the Wright Familyfor 5t.John, The vice-chair of the 5tew-
= g arcd Board, Marcus Hill, presided over the weliome ceremony. Ms: Kelsey Wilson beautifully
'=l1=" Wrghtand Rev. Ris sang“The Lord's Prayer.” Representatives from the dty, county and state, and religious cammu-
nity affered wards of support and intentons of cooperaiion to work for'the greater pood of the
Huntsville community. Alabama A%M Universiy (BAMLU) presented Pastor Wright the President'al Medallion as a signal of its
cormfidence and resped far his leadership. AAMU is uniquely conneded ta 5t Jahn AME Church inthat they share the Found-
er. Dr William Hooper Caundll, feunder af Alaliama AEM Unkersity is alse one of
the organzers of 5t. John AME Church whers several of the farmer presidents; trus-

izes, faculty, stafl and students aftend,

Pastor Wright responded with words of appreciaton and noted his commitmeant to
St.John and anwdpation of future endeavorswith 5t. John aswell as working with the

Huntswille community at large.

The Food Services Commitiee coordinated with the Stewards in serving the foad,
which was delidous. The music {ive band composed of members of the 5t. Jahn mu-
sic departmeant stafl) was great and the young people af thechurch served as the pracious hosts and hostesses forthe event.
It was “abeautTul dayin the neighborhaod” and all iswell.

O Jopes precs pted 2w wHie Fastor Wiieht

. |
“ie Endeson rephesented'the .
Mayers Dffiee
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5t. John AME Church Under
“The Wright Leadership”

By Jeapette lones
Photee mphy b Darain Washingtan
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5t. John Celebrated First Midnight Musical

By Charkie Bmo b=
Photee mphy by Daewin Washiagts n

“And Dovid spoke to the chigfof the Levites toapoaint thieir brethren the singers,
with instruments of music, psaiteries and harps ang cymbals,
sounding aloud and [fting up the voice with jop "
1 Chraonicles 15:16 ASW

Friday evening at 10:00 p.m. on March 24 51. John's church doors opened to singers and musicdans from Madison Caunty
and sumoundingareas to [ theirvoices to deliver as tothe Lord, their Sangs of Praise. Andthey did just-that. The singers
offered joyful musicasuniothe Lord and tothose afending,

5t.John Praise Team gave their best, leading the evening with rendi-
tions: “Freedom™ and “You Deserve |t.7

tions Worship Assembly minced no words, but sangthe introduchion
k tothe next perfiormers, “Friends”. Jeremy encouraged the excied
audience and participants to “Be who God says you w@n be”
I| Frisnds, the Musical Group, delivered beautful renditons of “One

St lohn Pa e Tmom I
) The Trbe af Judah's Praise Dancers frem Hope Community Church

offered abeautful praise dance. Their iery deliverance wasto Ricky
Dillard's "Celebrate the King.” In One Accord always delivers angelic music. They followed by singing "God Wants A Yes”

and “Revive Us Again.”
Mext weare Nr. Courtney
Moore and Remnant. Their
selechion, “The Warship

k| M edley” had the audience
standing.

Alex Banks, saxaphonist,
deliveresd “We Lft Our

Hands In the Sancuary”

and “0 Magnifythe Lord.” Anexcellent performance! Alex was fallowed by Mime
milnisty by 5t. Jahn's Khrsty Jefferson whe had the audience en their feet as she
ministered her well-knewn” BIGGER.”

Director, Stan Torain and Conttnual Praise confinued the high praise with, “Great .
God,” “God's Mot Dene Yet” and ending with "He's Standing Up and Making It
Good”

Mest was anatherwonderful dance rendiian by the Tribe of ludah Dance Ministry.
Both oftheir delverances were magnificent.

Sl ks Man ks o phaEt

S e vl oo e 3
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5t. John Celebrated First Midnight Musical

o -|-'|'||'|'|'I'ﬁ1'||l_.'|'l'|ll g o)

picty Jefiersn n Mink e m [hoace

Remy ey

By Charkie B ks

Photee mphy by Daewin Washiagts n

— ) —

The last performing group was the Alabama ASM
Gospel Choirwho raised the rafiers. They delivered

¥ in a mighty way. “Solid Rock” "Got to Tell This

World The Lord's Been Good to Me," and ending it
all with, ittinghy, “To God Be the Glory.”

The master of ceremaonies ended the Jubilant even-
ing fafter 12:30 a.m.) with “let’s Give God Continu-
ingPraise for His Goodness.”

What a wonderful evening of praise, |t was unigue
and excellent. Hopefully Mr. Reggie Pearson, Music
and Chrisgan Arts Director for 5t. lohn, will plan
many maore great musicals like this.

In 0= Srcocd

Stin Tarain = nd Ca ntinua | P@ =
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Mrs. Sarah “Granny” Bell

St. John Member for 84 Years and Counting
By Bridget Flopd

Mrs. Sarah “Granny” Bell was barn on May 6, 1919 in M eridian-

‘:.' | wille, Alabama, almost ninety-gight [98) years-ago. The sighth of

gleven children born ta John Davis and Sarah Harper Davis, Mrs.

Bell nated, “| am the only ane standing”. She attended schoalsin

: Marmal, AL and Chattanooga, TH, greduating at age 12, She mar-

risd at age 19 instead of attending college as she inittally intend-

ed. She indicated that “God blessed mewith sie beaunful chik

dren_four fiwing and two buried”. 5t, John member, Ms. Yiian

Humphrey is "Granny” Bell's “frst barn”. She cared for @ son

who liwved with her for eightesn {18) years afier he sustained a

head injuryin an automohile accident. She indicated that he lost

the capacity to speak as a result of the injury. She did not want

him ta Iwe in atreatment facility and so choseto have himin her

hame unfil his death. She poipnantly recalled his last maments

after he had been takento the hospital and she was st his bed-

side, with her cheek touching his, whispering to him that it was alright for him to rest after he had fought a long, valiant
struggle.

“Granny” Bell noted that she grew up in the church. She recalled sftending Sunday School and the Sunday Schoal Canven-
won, 5he indicated that sherecalls Ms. Betty E. Derrick, who is known asthefounderof 5t. John's Missionary Society, which
bears Ms. Derrck’s name. One fand memory was, a5 @ young child, declining an Easter spéech that she fek she could not
recite;, despite Ms. Derrick encouraging her. Sister Bell indicated that she can emember 5. John pastors, starbngwith the
Reverend Lowndes. She was baptzed by the Reverand T. B Thormpsan in September 1932 at the age af 13. |t will be BS
years in September of this year. Ower these years she served as secretary of the Sunday School sangin the choir, was an
usher, Stewardess, and was named a Deaconess by refired pastor Homer L. McCall. S5he listed the 5t_lohn pastorsin order
from the Reverend Lowndes to the current pastor, the Rewerend Maurce Wright, 11,

While Ms. Bell graciously agreed to be interviewed, several ¥mes during the process she emphasized, | don’t like to be
fussed over”. Her modesty began as a yvoung child, when her matherstatedthat she was ‘different’ from her siblings. This
broughttears to her eyes unttl her father explained that this had been & compliment —inthat she did not engage intypical
childhood behavior of being self-focused and she was inclined to be well-behaved. She alsa recalled having a horse and
spending ime with her father as he tended the animals and farmed tha land. She described herself as a “daddy’s girl” and
indicated that tothis day she spends alot of #me in her yard, workingwith her flower garden.

Shz also enjoys being acave. “Granny” Bellindiceted that in her youth shewould chosse tovwalk, while otherswould chooss
to drive orride to their destinafions. She highlighted that untl fouryears ago she took daily, three-mile walks in her subdivi
sion staring 530 a.m. She sall cuts her grass with a self-propelled lawn mower. Herchildren reportedly have gvenup try-
ingtio conwince herio cease and desist. She shared that she wears a knes brace since injuring her knee twenty-four (24
years ago while playing foetball with her grandson. Forthose who do the math, that indesd was when she was seventy-
three (731 years of age. Her grandson hastaken ownership of thisinddentfaccddent of her ‘skidding’ on ker knee during
play. That is, he will gleefully ask.his grandmother, “How's my knee doings”

“Granny” Bell described an ongoing prayer life. She noted that despite her "bad knees” she prays daily en her knees: She

P v vl o o B
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Mrs. Sarah “Granny” Bell

St. John Member for 84 Years and Counting
By Brgget Flopd

TR e —y)
kneels at the altarfor communian. Again, 5he harkened back to her childhaead where she recalled knegeling baside her father
when he prayed. |n describing her prayer content, there was 3 dear theme: Love She asks Ged to “give me lave in my
heart for everybody” and fallowed by stating, "And he does, ton!” She stated, | pray foreverybody, Including my famil®.
As she spoke she intertwined her biological family and her church family. She stated, "l lowve people”. She indicated that
her church family “has been good to me..| feel sa blessed_ | feel so loved by family™,

Her advice: “Love everybody and pray for everybody”. She added that “When | give, | dent giveteo receive, | pve bem@use |
wantto?. She stated, "I'm & child of God and | just lowve everybody.” Sheindicated "l don't believe in people looking dawn
gn arybody” She elaborated in terms of people getting caught up in status, degrees, and material possassions. She re-
turned to the theme af fowe, She stated that her "“motto” comes from the scripture, * _faith, hope, and love butthe greatest
of these js lowe”.

Eheisearly to bed and early to rise and thiz seems to vigld the results from the familiar phrase/rhyme. “Granny” Bell enjoys
ward search puzzles. She indicated again that she loves her vard and “can stay in my yard all day”, working in her flowear
garden,

Sherecalled being amemberofithe 4&H Club when she was ayoungster. 5he noted that in additonto being a Deaconess at
5t. lahn AME, she s alsa a member af the Order af the Eastem Star. She expressed that she valued her membership in this
greanization. S5he mecalled babysiting the three children af Pastor and Mrs. Hamer L. McCall, While she emphasized that
she |loves people throoghout the interview, “Granm® Bell indicated that “older peaple and youngchildren are my favarite”.

She also reflected on waorking with children who wers inthefoster care system for twenty —five (25 years. She was 3 'stay-
at-hame mom' when ker childrenweare young proddly netng that she was waiing for themwhen they arrived home from
schonl. Howewer, after they erew up she worked as a house parent for Chi Ha Mansion swhich housed yaung people in the
care 6fthe Madison County Department of Human Resources [DHR). Sheindicated that she took @re of those young peo-
ple as if they were her own. ¥When asked aboutthe challenge of working with the young peaple with the knowledge that
ihey would move -every so aften, she walidated the challenge of caring for them, getiing sttached, and adjustingto their
mevingand the bilersereet circumstance af the young peaple returning after they left the residental sethng,

Itisclearthat Mrs. Bell embraces the Chrisaan tenamt of love as the ulimate’. She has a healthy prayerlife. She keeps her
mind and herbody achive: Sheis a giving and grateful person. Sheisfarthright and speaks her mind, 5 he expernences / re-
ceives love fram family, beth bislagical and church.

Wethank Deaconess Sarah “Granny” Bell for sharing herame and allowingthe readersto get to know her. ¥We hopethat
her birthday will be 3 blessed and enjoyable one, We congratulate heron 84 vears (soon'to be 85 as-a member of 5t. lohn
AME, Huntswille.

Faith, Hope, Love

BUT THE GREATEST OF THESE IS5 LOVE,

1 Carinthians 13:13

S il 2017 Pajge 7



Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 3

By B lohnzon

+}' T This isthe third insgaliment in the series on the Ffve Prochoes of Fringl Congregotons, by
LR LBl Fobert Schinase Sofar, the series has reviewed the practice of Intenbonol Faith Develoo-

ment and Extrovogont Generosity. Thismaonth worship is examined; |5 it Passionare?

At eleven o'clock on Sunday morning in mest every community, one will find church ser-
vices of mamy different denominations gearing up. &l churches are going to have a worship
service where the congregants gather. They arrive, sit in “their” pew, read "their” bulletin,
listen to the preacher and sing along with the choir. True enough, this is waorship, but is
their worship passonae?

S5chnase sates that: “Passionate worship is described 2 the type of worship that draws
people to Christ, deepens understanding and relationship with Christ, and over ime transforms lives as disciples
grow inthe image of Christ God works through the church o make disciples of Jesus Christ, and worship plays an
essential roleinthe process ™

There was so much information in this chapter, so
much so, tha space will not allow for all the essen-
tid details However, here are just afew of thie high-
lights which describe what Possonate Worship
should look like, feel like and what the congregation
should experience All churches offer similar service
formas and include some of the same tradiions, so

b | why use possionate to describe the practice of vi-
o brant, fruitful, growing churches? Without passion,
worship becomes dry, routing, boring and predicta

W ble, keepingthe form while lacking the spirit

Passonde worship describes an intense desre,
an ardent spirit, Lrong feelings, and the sense of
The co g reps tio s joiss hands for the Bepediction hefghtgned [mpur{an[g

Paste s Wi ight's fivst Su mdlay 215t Jahn, E : :
et bl e ) « Passonae worship speaks of an emotional con-

nection tha goes beyond intellectud consent.
P assionate worship is dive, authentic, fresh, and engaging
In Passionate worship, people are honest before God and one another, and open to God's presence, truth,
and will for their Ives
Passiongte worship connects people with God and with one another, opens [ves to the experience of
God'sgrace andtothe hearing and owning of God'sword, and forms people inte the Body of Christ
Fassionate worship 5 not performance; nor is it mechanicd motions merely assembling at 1050 on Sun-
day morning
Passiohate worship leaves people challenged, sustained, and led by the Spirit of Ged, and it changes how
they view themseles and their neighbors. An hour of passionate worship changes all the other hours in
the week
Passionate worship leads to each person considerimg what might | do “for the love of God"” to make Sun-
day worship more special

L AW MR O TR W)
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 3

By B lohnzon

S v sl v (i K1

¢+ Pzwsionate worship means a church cares enough about service to offer its best; its utmost, its highest
Churches that practice P assionate Worship makethis sacred ime as free as possble from distracions, an-
novances, and inconveniences and people sense the deliberate care in preparation and intemnton.
Choirs and praise teams offer their work & ministry; they care for one another and pray for one another,
and hone their talent to the glory of God Quaity musc resonaes through congregations who emphasze
Passionate Worship
In churches marked by Passionate Worship, people do not merely show up and St passively in their pews;
they are actively engaged, genuingly connected, personally addressed, and deeply challenged The mes
sagetouches them, the music moves them and the service changes them.
Pzssionate worshiping congregations appeal to newcomers because people delight in one another and

feel grateful in being together. Visgtors choose a community in which they learn, find hope and help, and
are war mly and graciously welcomed

God in Christ changes people’s [ves through Passonae Waorship. Warship sirs people’s souls, inspires them,
and strengthens them They find such help and courage and belonging and care that they cannot help but talk
about the sermons, ideas, stories, musc, and prayers during the week There 5 a comtagious quality to authemndic,
engagingworship, to relevant sermonsand uplifting music and warm community.

The responsibility for the quality of spirifud [ife in the congregation does not reside only with the pastor. Com-

milees and teams and a3 cannot do it on their own, either. What each person brings to the worship snvice
shapes the experience for everyone & much as wha he or she finds there Passionate worship begins with each
worshiping individua.

Spril 2017 Puje 8



Calling Authentic Women

By Behapinn Henning Bitie d

NOW IS THE TIME

It's tima ta become intimidoted only by the potential gf pour graatness
Stop wangdaring if the Ight on theoczon & the reffection of the stars
Andrealize it 15 the bnghtness of pour own soul

Affirm that it 5 not arrogont o look in the mimar

ond sgy Hmmm, ['m pretty good

£njoy the lowpdness af the slencz oround you

becouse pou con make pour music without accompaniment, and

Live the [ife God wants you to fve *

Last month we relebratad the brilliance of women, the @il for authenticwomen s criical. The mmmunity of believers will
anly grow when we emergz aswhom God hascreated, All of usare gifts from the Creator and given peculiar gifts. | chal-
lenge women offathto use our mllechve giftsto represent God's kingdom on earth.

Take thismomenttorealizesthat you are extraordinary in Your ordinary, Whether you are-amother or not, single arnot,
professional homemakerarnpt, God hasaffimmed that yeu are wondefully made. The core of yeur inner being s amazing,
strang, resilient, Take the plungs with Godto do something unusual forthe community, yaur family oryourself. Remeam-
berthe African American women before you,

Sarah Boonewhao created the iran

Mary Mcleod Bethune established Bethune Coakman Callege

Harmriet Tubman, |[da B Wells, Sajourner Truth, Nannie Helen Burroughs,

Dr.5hirley Jackson whose telecommunicanons developmentsindude:the touch<tone telephone, the portable fax,

caller |0, callwamng and the fiberophc mble.

Marie Wan Brittan Brewn the first pereanta develop a patent for dosed- circuit television security

Let's not forget Women of Hidden Figures, Rosa Parks, Black Panther sisters

Carolyn Rodgers, Mikki Giowanni, Sonya%anchez, Nina Simone, and Mari Bvans,

Take note of somethingthat has been inyour spirit. ¥ou have special unchion: trust God, trust the legacy before you, and
trust yourselfto produce greatness. Mow |s the Time!

The Right Reverend Anne HenningByfield,
Presiding Bishop, 16™ Episcapal District
AME Church

*Did Y ou Receive The Press Release?
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CPR Spring Workshop Held

By Bat Grier

The5t. lohn Caregivers Prayer and Respite {CPR) Ministry held s spring workshop onSaturday, March 11th, The theme of
the workshop was: ‘March into Spring by Jumpstaringyour Future, Spirtually and Finandal by,

The marning warkshop beganwith a light repast and words of welcome from Mrs. Abbiegail Huging, CPR Chairpersan and
Congregational Care Steward. Prayer was then ofiered by Mr. Cliftan Miller, member af the CPR Ministry. Mr. Hodges
Washington, moderator af the woerkshep, then gave an owverview of the workshop purpese and goals; followed by anintro-
duction of the presenters — Mr, Rickey Gosa, Financial Advisorfor Edwards lones and Mr. Willie Sandifer, 5t. lohn member

and Agent with Primerica Financial Services (PF5) Investmeants.

The first presenter was Mr. Gosa. He presemted histen {10) ‘Rules of the Road' fortaking care of yourfinances. Theten
'Rules af the Road' shared wera:

=

Develop your strategy [set goals for vour family or retirement]}

Understand yourrisk [bewareaf market ups and downs and how it-aflectsyour investments and famiby]
Diversify fora solid foundation [do not put-allyour eges imaonies) in one basket — dwersify]

Etick with quality decisions [ beware of fads and si'dc with fundamentals]

Invest farthe longterm [buy and hold}

Have realishc expecta®ons [remember your sirategy and goals]

Maimtain yourbalance [periodically check for alignment of imee st ent s with market]

Prepare for the unexpected [ahvays have an emergenoy fund farthe unexpeded

i,
3
&
L
B.
z,
B,
B:

Focusonwhat you can cantrol [siick with Wmetested principles and avoid predicions]

10. Review your strategy regularly [stay on course by having an annual checkup en your imvestments]

Mr. Gosa emiphasizedto the attendess that striving to follow the 'Rules of the Road! would allaw stability and reliability in

managing their personal inances.

The second presenter was Mr. Sandifer. His presentafion was fitled ‘Building Your Financdal House God’'s Way'. He gave
biblical raferences for practicing good Stewardship with one’s monles. He referenced lsaiah 55:8, Malachi 3:10, Luke
16:11, Matthew 6:24, and | Carinthians &2, Mr.5andifer then proceeded to tell the atiendess how to build their Financial
House framthe faundanon up. He expounded on the followingtopics as each relates to buildinga Finandal Hause that will
stand through the storms of life:
1. Income Protecion and Emergency Fund [preparing forthe unexpeced)

Debt Elimination and having a Will [protectingyour family]

Income Diversification [growingyour assets]

Retirement Plans [preparing for the future]

Roth IRAs [afler S years tax-free income for reirement]

Educaton Plans [providing for family]

Accelerate Mortgage [decreasing debt and increasing income]

He stated that by striving to achieve each of the tems abowve, families can gain inanoal independence, FREEDGM!
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"‘-:'“:"- Habitat 2017 Build Continues

for Humanity

The 2017 Habitat Spring Build caminues, 5t. lohn is pardnering with ether lecal churches to build a 5%
bedroom home on Maywick Orive, near Winchester fonad. One date remains for the seleded 5t lahn wark
day: May &, 2017, On this-day, everyone who is physically able to come out and help should plan ta do
so. There is semething forevenone to do &t some point duringthe build. The build scheduls is listed be-
lowe. Work simes are from 8:00 am. 1o noon Tuesdays, Thursdays and S sturdays, so f you cannot make the

Saturday wwork date, there are ather days you can valuntesr, If you have guestions, please contacd Taml
McGhee at 256603 E6 or the church officz.

2017 SPRING BU ILD'SCHEDLILE
B34 M aywick Rd.

DATES DAYS TAS WS
Apr.11, 1315 Tue, Thur,,5at, Ehestrock by othars) finish viryl siding
Apro 18, 20, 22 Tue, Thur,,Sat. Paint interiorwalls, clgan floor, paint base board, daors and trim
Apr. 25, 77, 29 Tue., Thur.,Sat. Install wvinylfloor tile, sheet winyl
May2 4.6 Tue, Thur., 5at, Install interior doors, baseboard, window trim, @bhinets
May3, 11 13 Tuge., Thur,, Sat. (Plumbing & electrical fistures by others) Install door harthware

Doorstaps closet sheking, window blinds

May 16, 18, 20 Tue, Thur., 5at:. Landscape, touch up paint, clean & was floors, wark punch list
May 23, 25, 27 Tue., Thur.,5at. Catch-up (Dedicaton to be annaunced)

The schedule is confingent on weather and subcontracors. Wewillwork 5:00 AM to noon.

CRIVING DIRECTIONS:

Fram Narth Memarial Pk, go west an Winchester Raad, Atthe botiom aof the hill, turn right onto Sandis
Rd. Go 0.6 miles, turn left onte Desha, go abaut 200 ft. and turn right ante Maysick.
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Team's MS Walk Commitment

Continues
By Pt Grizr

W The '‘Pl's Partners’ Team
has & new name (M5
PAC - Praying far A
Curel: but the team’s
commitment s the
same—to raise fundsto
help find a CURE faor
Mutple Sclerosis (WMS)
M5 ig a chronic often

disabling disease that
Front roww : Johnathan Baikey. Pat Grier &

Bavid Bajley, Lomine Parkam. Buch attacks the central ners-
row: Aenes Gilmore Feunsth Pirham DUS System (CNS). M5
Lille Biemrs, Phiylis Bameit treatmems hawvs i
creased and improved

= over the years. But M5

- s'ﬂ'll can be-a life chang-

sist. Finding a cure far
M5 is sa important and
wh\r this team partci
pates in the 'Walk M5
ewent each year.

Front mw: Jolinathan and Do vid Bailey,
Bck me: lub Rechele Ll Ries, The

2017 Walk ME
evant for Multiple Scle-
rosis (M5} was held in
Huntswiile an April 1% at Providence. The ‘MS PAC' team
wias one of almaost 50 teams participating in the Hunts
ville ¥alk and to date the team is.amongthe tap five
teams for fundraising. The 'M5 PAC team knows that
their fundraising success is largely due to the generous
contribufions suppart ef5t. Jehn members ef thisannual
team achivity and fundriser. THANKYOL o much! The
'ME PALC' team members parbcipatng this year were:
Agnes Gilmere (Team Captain), Pat Grier, Larraing Par-
ham, Kenneth FParham and Lillie Rivers. The Team was
alsa supported this year by Jasmyne Rachelle, Jaknathan
and David Bailey; aswell a5 Lula Rochalle and Phyllis Bar-
reft, who were both temporarily sidelined for medical
reasans.

e Bailey, PatGrisr

The-team members will be colleciing donatiens thraugh
the end of April. To support this warthy cause and i
team members have missed comachng you, pleass con-
tact Agnes Gilmere, The team Capiain, at 256-53659131
ar amy team member.

Thanks again foryour penerous suppart!

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

bk

JEBUSLOVES MEAND HE LOVES YO U
“Let Him lead e to the banguet hall, 3ed |e1 His banner over
ma be |ove
Sang afSangs 24 3{NIV)

Wier we |Bah Back imto tha insights st the m _nnl:-] gof @ basic
truth we learned as children: “lesusloves Me® saunded 5o

simplisic and bellevable. Thass words weree plantad in aur
Jmtn Smdb,- we o nat e uLtt:mwufmﬁuﬂw

(Gad Took an himan form sa He could sufter and di= 1o pay

far aur sing, which is nruﬂ'l-’ !rulu:h of His uncondimnnal jave.

“And when they were come unto 3 place callsd Golgotha. .

The placa af 2:shill, they gave Him wine ta drink mingled with

gall- He wauld nat drink, And when thisy frad erigiied Him,
they partsd His garments smong them, casting In-t_:_\;'-irrd"'i; =
et and watched Him there.* Mathew 27: 33-36 A5V

Jmsiis is with us every step of the way, Edeh brasth is = gif

fram Him. The food in Bur refngemter and your favoris

autfit all came fram Him. The singing birds outside, the
warmth af a-ehild and the porgesussunsat: thase are all 2
pressians of Hislove

A feith-Hilzd lifeis abaut loving Bad and athers. Hisall about
the love He offered us on the Cross Wihen we serve pliers it
bacamzs 10Y . We can now 'hE 'lﬂlis ind iro uhh!.', bamausy
JESUS LOVES US.

Join Us 5 we movs this concent af His great love from aur
brains te the context of cur hearts, 'We thank Him for Hie
(smcrifics far us azwe terve pthers. HE-LOVEchangss svery-
_'I:Hnn'_g

The Saup Kichen Ministry wishes sveryons- 3 "HARPY EAST-
EFl' and Invites members to shaw His lave and jein them an

‘the 3rd and 41h Tussdays in the Soup Kitchen fram 1130 am.

— 100 pm

Here We Grow Again!
Welcome to the 5t lohn family!

Teresa Edwards
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2017

The lessan reviews werewritien by Kenneth Parham.

May 7, 2017

Lessan Title: Sustaining Lave

Lesson Seriptura: Psalm 139:1-12: lanah 1
Print: Jonah 1:7-17

Devetional Songs: #4450, #27 | and §243

Key Verse! “Thistarrified them and they asked, “What have
vou dane? Uonah 1:103).

In this lessan, Janah disobeyed Gad and ran away fram his
responsibilies. God had Instructed Janahto gote Nineveh
andto preachthat Godwas unhappy with their sinful living.
However, it appeared that Jonah wanted no part in rebuk-
ingthe people of Nineveh and deaded to take aship ta an-
other country,

The story contnued where the sea became rough, due to
streng winds and waves, and the ship was threatened of
belng sunk, The crew, being unaware, attempted to lightan
the load of the ship to no avail. The crew then tumed to
praying to their popds and when this did not wark, they de
cided to drawr straws 1o see who was the culprit for this sit-
uattan, Jlenah pulled the shart strane and immediately con-
fessed that he had disobeyed his God and that his punish-
ment should beto be thrown over the side of the ship into
the water. Afler praying about their penlous situahon, the
crew yielded and threw Jonah overboard. The sea calmed
and it is documented that God crested a fish to swallow
Jdonah or te save lanah,

The reviewer surmises that God will make one's [ife uncam-
fortable if they decide to go against His will. Inthis lessam,
students see where God's sustained love gave the people of
Mineveh an-opportunity to turn away from their wicked-
ness. Itis also noted that God's sustaining lowe oeated a
fish te protect Jenah fram drowning even theugh he had
disobeyed God.

May 14, 2017

Lesson Title: Preserving Lowve

Lesson Scripture: Psalm 116:1-14; lonah 2
Print: lohn 3:1-16

Devetional Songs: #415, #3233, and #243

Key Verse: ", with shouwts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to
you. ¥What | have vowed |will make good. | will say,
‘Salation comesfrom the LORD” {Jlonah 2-9).

donah 2 denotes Jonal s acceptance of his fate for disobey-
ing God as he descends intn the belly of the great fish. lo-
nah reflected upean his life, being & haly man, and prayed
sarnestly, He thanked God far sparing his life fram a
drowning death and then asked Godfor a secand chanee to
prove hewas unlike those who prayed toidols, he vowesd to
keep his promise to be aliving sacrifice. Gad heard lonah's
sincers prayer and had the fish to spew Jonah ante dry
land.

Ewven at a person’'s darkest or lowest paint in |ife they
should pray expeding God's mercy to see them through.
Taday's calamities rmay incude incurable diseases, destruc-
ove storms, drug abuse or sudden ar tragic loss of leved
ones, but be assured that God's sustaining love will rescue,
gwen from the darkest moments and give peace, hope and
blessings,

My 21, 2017

Lessan Title: Fargiving Lowe

Lesson Serpture: Acts 11:1-18; Jonah 3; N ahum 1-3
Print: lanah 3

Devational Sangs! Flove Lifted Me ; #258; and §243

Key Verses “When God saw what they did and how they
turned fram their evil ways, he relented and did not bAng
onthem the destruction he had threatened” (Jonah 3:100.

In examining this lesson, students encounter several events
that allewed the people of Nineveh to realize that they
must repent fromtheirwidied ways to escape the wrath of
Gad. First, it was probably certain that the fishemen re-
turned to land and spread the woard of what happened
aboard theirship and what they hadio do te Jonah to save
themsehkes. Semndly, we can be erEin that upon being
restored onte dry land, Jenah having an aftdtude adjust-
ment, was mare than willingly ta bring Gad's message of
redempiion or destruchion to the people of Nineveh. Third-
Iy, we @n be more than certain that ance the people of
Mineveh recagnized lanah as being the ans thrown ower-
board for disobeying his God, hearing the message of me-
dempuon or destrucoon and, remembering what happenad
io the city ef Soleman and Gamarrah in earlier history; the
people af MNineveh ame to thelr senses and realzed that
they were on a destruchve path and decided to ask God for
forgienass fthrough faswng and atonement). And finally,
God being aloving heard the people and saw the sincerity

Fleat Al el o e
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Technology Tip

By Rioardo Wiliams

PrevenfiingSoftwareHacking

Do yau know fyaurprivate informamon stored an yaur com-
puteror l2ptop issafe? Do you Knew it sameane 3 watching
every keystroke you make when surfing the internat? Do you
knawe f samenne iswatching yau through yaur hamme security
ar home automation system? These are |ust some of the
gquestions you have io ask yoursell when t comesiothe pre
vany and security afiyaur data Hacking has become a hugs
secUrity issus when f comes ta the privacy and safety of
soma of our daily achvities where we use devices that con-
nea tothe internet or some form of netwark

To better safeguard ourselves from hacking, this-armicle will
talkz a ook at some of the ways to prevent it from eccurring.
Eath piece of software installed on a laptop, tablet, or mobils
davice hgs required updates-that must be installed and the
installaiion s recammended from the [ssiarafthe software
Often tmes utars may ignore the software update. 0 ne way
a hacker an access-devices is by using soffiare that may
havewilnerabilifas, To prevent the wilnerabifies from oc
curring, the issuer or developer of the sofivware hasto commm-
Uete leep the software updated apd updates pushed oot 1o
thelr user' community. Thisalko incdudes constantly using ant
-virus software and Installing ant-spyware or adware pro-
grams These type of pragrams ean be 3 great toalin pre
vering umdanted soffware or informawon |eaded ento a de-
vice during a dawnload from the internet. Thisizane af the
maln entry waysfor 2 Kacker to gain-access 1o dévices.

Aperher way te safegusrd Informaten |3 te esnstantly
change the pnr&wurﬂ. At g highly recommended 1o change
the password to any electronic device, website which in-
clud=s banking we b sits savery 30 days. This-helpsto keep thi
passwbrd refreshed [Us In asesomeane may have the pass

Church School Book Club

Diszussion Date) Apnl 15 2017
10:00-A.0. —11:30 AN

The Obsession, Nora Roberts, 2017

Discussion Date: May 20, 2017
10:00 A0, — 1130 AN,

You Know Betrar, Tina McElroy Anca, 2002

It isthe spririg weekend of the Peach Blassom Fesaval in
thetiry middle Geargpia town af Mulberry, but things are
far from sweet farthe Pines wamean, La.’;ha'l.-.mdm, an gight-
eanryear-ald hoochie-mama wha wants nothing more aut
of life than to dance in & music viden, has messed
up...again. But this ime she is not stddng amund to hear
abaut it.

Mot that her mether seems to care; after all, Sandrais busy
wiorking on herreal estate career afnd an the lecal minister.
It's LaShawndra's grandmather, Oy, & farmer schookeach-
ef, principal, school board administratar, and highly re-
spected cornerstone of the Mulberry community, who is
scouring-the streets at midnight Ilooking far her grand-
daughter:

Qwer the course of one weekend these thres disparate
wiomen, guided by 2 trio of Unexpeded spirits;, will learn to
facethe painintheir lnes and discover that with recancifi=
man comes the healing they all desperately ssek  [n this
magical, deeply resanant novel, Tina MeElroy Ansa goes
straight to the heart ef women's relawonships to reveal the
soul that bonds usall —Amazean

Weekly Bible Study

Wednesday, 12 pm and 6 pm

Fastor Wright |eads Bible Study each Wednesday at
noon and & pm (unless otherwise nated on the church
calendar).
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CPR Spring Workshop Held

By Pat Grier

i amnmaara et e

Mr.5andifer encouraged the atiendess to havethree accounts:
shart-term, mid-term, and long-term. Shari-term |5 an emer~
gency fund account, midterm is @ personal and/er business
Lastly, he
touched onthe importance of having adequate life insurance

account, and lengterm isthe refirement account.
and the difierance betweenterm and whole life insurance.

A brief QA period followed the presentations with both pre-
semters supplying answers and sources of addmonal infor-
maton for the afdendess. The CPR Commitiees is very thankful
forthe presenters and the infarmation shared and distributed.
The carmmittes is also grateful to all those who cames out to
suppart this workshop. Your atflendance and confinued sup-
port af this ministry is much appreciated by the CPR ministry
mermbers,

A

Sl o mn G rEE ey spemkl g el seek i ame e o FRdlalE e
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snrndld moon bl beednis el

Technology Tip

By Rimrde Willams

L BN L AT LF]

woard by wisibls meansar has already hached into the dewice ar
system. Never use passwords that are related to birnh date,
address, Kid s-name, family members ar anything that might
Iderntfy you, These are the 2asiest types af pasavardsthat @n
be fpursd out

One must canstant |y beon the alert to safegdard their pnvate
infarmation; Atheughthess are just 3 fenw waysto do so, thera
are mary ethers sueh 3 deletng emalls frem  unknown
solifces, installing 2 firewall, not sharing wireless network cre-
denwals, =tic. Flease confinle to use some of these fecuriiy
messures ta preveni-malicious hachsrs.

Church School Lesson Overview

P ranimiandd v e /4
af Mineveh turning sy from their sing and spared the
peaple of Nineveh from a great calamity.

hNay 28, 2017

Lessan Title: Pervasive Lowve

Lesson Seripture: Psalm 86:8-13; Jonah 4

Printi lonah4

Tenwative Devotional Songs: #1395, 8251; and #2343

Key Verse: “Should | net have concern forthe great oty af
Mineweh, irmwhich there are more than.a hundred and
twenty thousand people who @nnot tell their nght hand
fraom their left—and alsae many animals?” Jonah4:11).

After the peaple of Ningveh repented of their sins, ane
would hawe imagined Janah rejoiong for bringing God's
wards of having a second chance to the people of Mine-
weh, But this lessan encounters lonah praying to Gad with
an angry heart indicaangthat he wauld rather die than be
partofthe compassionthat God had shown to the peopls
of Mineveh, Jonah indigaied that he knew in advance that
God would forgive the peopls af Nineweh and that was
wibiy e disobeyed Gad inimally.

Oneshould ponder wiy Janak, 2 man of God, should har-
vest contempt ar hatred towards 3 peaple. By research-
ing, historians indicated that MNinewveh was an Assynan na-
ton (Persians) and the Hebrews Uonah's peaplel despized
the Persians, their previous captors [slave owners. God's
response to Jonah was to examine Jonah’'s level of om-
passion. God took the apportunity 1o measue the lael
of lanah's compassian after lanah retraated info the de-
sert, =ast of the cty, God allowed a bush to grow instant-
Iy to provide shade to Jonab. Overnight God created 3
wom that sttacked the roots of the bush and the nes
moming the bush died |gaving Jonah ance again sxdpooed
to the heat of the day. Jonah's immediate response,
Agalin, was that he was angry and wished he was deaid.

God's responss 1o Jonah's plea was immeadiate. God wion-
dered how Jonah could show such compassion far the
bush that Jonah had no part of nourishing, while not un-
derstand the compassion that God showed 1o the people
af Nineveh, one of God's creation. God indicated telanah
that He saw an opportunity to spread His unlimited love
and compassion thmugh a faregign nanon (150,000 peo-

HER
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29
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23

11308 .m -100 p.m
SOUP OTCHEN

3
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5
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Bk Study

10

May 2017
Wed o

4

11

§O0p.m
Giox F:IChnir Hehepen|

18
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g308.m.:
Cance= r.-'|i1i1r|-

1030
ARIEH ST M-.-:'h'ni

20

330a.m.
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2

g5308.m.
Danc= r.-li'i':t'r

Pitums forthe new Pictoral Directory will be
Elendunng the month of May, Please watch
for o detaik inthe Sumday Bulletin

PRAYER for the MONTH - Heawvenly Father, thankyoufor sending¥our sonte sufigr and die for oursing, Thankyouthat He
rose onthe third daythat we might have eternal life. Amen.

Scripture for the Manth— "The Christ will suffer and rnse fram the dead an the third day, and epentance and forgiveness of
sinswillbe preached in hisname.” [Luke 24:45-47)
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5t Johin AME Churzh 1
; Man- profit

213 Church Strest U.5. Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hunﬁl'l.rille. &L
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rmil  offfes g'l:_:n:mnlme:c-:hm

e b ite - st hina me- fev org

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Olier alen, Ir, Pesding Eder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

April 16, 2017 Resurrection Day
Sunrisa Sarvice, 5:00 a.m.
Breakfast
Easter Program, 3100 a.m.
Easter Wearship, 10/50 a.m.

Mother's Day

That if you confess with your mouth, “lzsusis Lord, ™ and befizve in your heart
that God reised him from the dead, you will be soved Romaons 10:9

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN

A M E Newserrer'Y

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

| Volume21 Issueb May 2017

Bishop Seawright Blessed Property and Encouraged Growth and Expansion
P ek W hite hesd
Fhiotes @ phy by Darsin Washington

: ; 2 Palm Sunday was a jubilant day of worship and cele-
| bration in cbservance of the journey toward the cul-
mination of the eathly walk of Christ Jesus and the
beginning of Holy Week It was dso a joyous occa-
sion that celebraed dl that God has done for 5L
John AWM. E Church in the expansion of its territory !
After a wonderful and spirit-filled worship experi
ence, the day continued with a "Semvice of Thanks
8 giving and Blessing” of the 5€ John AMEC property
g located on Blue Spring Road, Huntsville, Alabama
"u 35810,

Pastor Maurice Wright I and First Lady, the Bever-

The Wreghts, Seawrightsand Dr. Mccall end Joretha Wright along with the Right Reverend

Harry L Seawright, Presiding Prelate of the Minth

Episcopal District, and Episcopal Supervisor, the Reverend Sherita M, Seawright led a motor cade of scores of 5t

John congregants to the [and site for a special service. The Reverend Dr. Homer L McCdl, Betired Pastor of 5C

John AMEC, under whose leadership the property was purchased, was dso present for the cccasion Pastor

Wright led the cungregmun in-a@very moving }E:arn,' befitbng of the occagon, first gvingthanks to the Almighty for

e His generosity and further beseeching God for His

88 Devine guidance & the church seeks to continue to
| build up His Kingdam

After the wmn of praise, "We've Come This Far By
Faith,” the land was blessed with prayer by Bishop 5ea
wright and words of encouragement were extended.
The 5t lohn congregaion was reminded that they are
g the “chosen ones” end the Bishop further gave the
charge to let all plans for the Blue Spring property be

: for God's ghory. In closing, the Bishop ferventhy thanked
God in advance for the souls tha will be saved, the ministry that will go forth and for the leadership that isin
place

With great jov, exclamations of praise were rendered by those in afendance in anticipation of wha God has in
store for 5t John AMEC & itsBlueSpring location To God Be the Glory!




Bishop Seawright Blesses Blue Spring Property

Pameb Whitehead
Pictegmphy by Darwin Was hingte s

Below are pictures of memberswho gathered for the blessing of the land
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St. John Welcomed Bishop Seawright on Falm Sunday
Bridget J. Floyd

On Sunday, April 5, 2017, the members of 5t, John marked
Palm Sunday and welcomed the Right Reverend Harry L Sea
_ - wright; Presding Prelate of the Minth Episcopal District. There
:? was one senvice held at 10 am A “Service of Thanksgiving and
“ . Blesang” was held at the church property on Blue 5pring Road,
At er the worship service

The AME Order of Worship was followed, with clergy offering
prayer, reading scripture, and summarizing The Decalopue
The Mass Choir provided inspirational worship in sang and the
Children, Youth and Women members of the Liturgica Dance
. Ministry led wor ship through dance

alsn introduced the Right Reverend 5eawr|ght and the Bever-
end Sherita Moon Seawright, the Episcopal Supervisor of the
Mirth Episcopal Digrict. of the AME Church. She brought greetings to 5t John and installed the officers of the
Betty E. Derrick Missionary Society of 5t. John

Fastor Wreht aml Biho p Seawng bt

Bishop Seawright highlighted his praise for the Lord on this Palm Sunday. He @so highliphted, as he did through-
out, his praise and thanksgiving for his 'miraculous’ recovery after @ sudden illness. He intertwingd his testmomy
— of faith and God's grace in his literally being brought back to [ife

by fir st responders and others who were used by God astools of

healing and recovery via heart quadruple bypass surgery and the
ass0 Ciated rehabilitation

‘The text for the day was Isaiah 5336 and the sermon title was
“He Was Hung Up for Our Hang Ups”. Bishop Seawright also cit-
ed the twenty-third verse of the third chapter of Lamentations,
noting tha God's grace and compassion i5 in operation every
day. He sated that, “The measures in Heaven never get old.
when we trust and believe in God the rewards are extraordi-
mary”. As he spoke more of the scripture lesson, Bishop Sea

r wright indicated
tha he is "so glad

He was wounded

for our transgres
sions._and by His

= % o j S 3 ' stripes we  are
- =t el lr L A— ol ’ . heded” He fur
cees RS - . ‘4 o = - N A ther advised to

M .‘ - ' oy —=% T rrett | - i—- . -::.. &y never allow anyenes
J A 110

— } AL sl o e 4
indante. 5 * R !

T
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St. John Welcomed Bishop Seawright on Falm Sunday
Bridget J. Floyd

L e row page 1)
‘to cause you to thinktha you are not good enough or that le
sus does not love you™.

He indicated that "God will gve angels charge over you”. He

, spoke personaly of his treanng physician who staed that the

| Bishop “seemed to have a lot of angels around him"., Bishop

Seawright noted songs that gve him encouragement and

,should do the same for congregants The songs included, "l

Won't Complain”, "I've Seen the Lightening Flashing”, and then
cited his ‘favorte’ song, "HisEveisonthe Sparrow”.

- The Bishop emphasized his thanklulness for every day tha he
wekesup in his right mind and noted that he must give God the praise and just wantsto be awitnessfor God, He
indicated that it is this thankfulness tha contributes to his stated lack of depresson and arxiety as he continues
his cardiac rehab (a8 common occurrence in those who have had a cardiac event and/or bypass surgery). His an-
swer to the medical staff queries: “No, in no way!”

The focus was Eiving prase o Jesus MNumerous times congregants wav ed their palms in reverence and praise =
well as response to the theme of highest praise coming from the music ministry, turgical dance ministry and the

preaching and testimony of the Right Reverend Harry L Seawright
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5t. John Celebrated Resurrection Day with High Praise
Fhotagrophy by Danvin Washingtan

“Where, O death, & your victory? Where, O deoth, is your siing?”1 Corinthians1555

!i S5t lohn's celebration of the Resurrection was aday of high praise  Esst-
er lilies adorned the sanctuary and were donated in memory/honor of

loved ones of the congregation Mames of doors were read at the 1050
am. sernvice The altar and pulpit were covered in white paraments, the
iturgcal color for Easter.

The day began with Sunrise Service & 6 am. Worshippers took a pause
dter the service for breakfast, sponsored by the Steward Board This was

Y| followed by the Easter program (see page b for the article on this pro-
gram) presented by the Christian Education and Music and Christan Arts
depariments The 1050 am. service followed the program

' Pastor Wright led the worship services, assisted by the ministerial staf
Music was rendered by the Mass Choir, under the direction of Mr. Reggie
Fearson The atmosphers was joy ous

(The 1050 a m. worship service included baptisms Little Miss Abbigai Dan-
jels, daughter of RBepresentaiv e Arthomy Daniels and Dr. Teneshia Daniels,
and Tony Wright, the brother of Pastor Wright, were baptized.

The Eager message was entitled A Dialogue with Death * The text was
from 1 Corinthians 1555 and Mahew 285, Pastor Wright began by describing @ corwversation where deah wes
confidently brageing of how everyone had 1o eventually face him The dialopue ended with the defeat of death
because Jesus conquered the sting of death through His death on the cross amd resurrection thres days later, The
conversation then became a conversation between Jesus and Death where Jesus told of the miracles He per-
formed that showed His power over
degth. The dialogue concluded with
the ulbmate victory over deah, His
resurrectan.

Thank God for snother wonderful
Resurrechion Sunday!
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Holy Week Prayer Revival and Maundy Thursday Services

By Roselyne Akines
Photee mphy by Daewin Washiagte n

The spirit-fi led Danizl Fast during the Lenten season concluded with ablessed Holy Week Praver Revival There
vivd lested three days, from Monday, April 10, 2017, to Wednesday, April L2, 2017,

On Monday April 10" praver was led by the clergy. The scripture was read from Hebrews 4:16. The spirit-filled
message given by Pastor Wright was entitled "Amazing Grace *. Pastor Wright pointed out tha grace is far more
than amyone understands. He raised four main points about "God's amaing grace”: 1. God's grace redeems us
from dn 2, God's grace relieves our fears 3, God's grace reassures us 4. God's grace rewards us eternaly.

On Tuesday April 11"’1 the prayer was led by the gewards The scripture was read from Matithew 16: 24, We
were again blessed with a spirt-filled message by Pastor Wright entitled “Deal with Your Cross’. He pointed out
that there are three main crosses with which we needed to deal 1. The crossof self-denial 2. The cross of Chris-

fian discipleship. 3. The cross of Being willingto do wha we haven't done

On Wednesday April 12th, the prayer was led by the leaders of the Men's Ministry, WKS, and Women's Ministry.
The scripture was read from Matihew 26: 39-42. Pastor Wright closed the pray er revival with a spirit- led mes-
sege enditled "The Prayars of Jesus”. He pomnted out that prayer 5 a secret weapon tha we do not use like we
should. He elaborated on three prayers of Jesus: 1. & prayer for divine guidance. 2 A prayer for hisenemies. 3. A
prayer for his followers

Thank God for three daysof powerful worship and wordstha revived our spirit and repewed our commitmentto
i God

_ The Maundy Thursday service replicated the events
that occurred on Jesus' last night with His disciples be-

. fore He went to the cross to bear the sins of the world
Presiding Elder Allen gave the meditabon from John
131-3, "The Mission of the Messiah.” Holy Communion

pastor led the foot washing service by washing the feet

of the ministers and stewards: After which, the pastor,

| ministers and stewards washed the feet of others who

- " were in @tendance  This was an humbling servant’s
Pastor Weht washes the feet of the minsters and ste wards.
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SIBS - St. John Broadcasting System
Easter 2017 ™ Live at Calvary

By Lyda Ask Dwe
Pl tiogs @ plyy by Da e in Wazhington
This vear's Easter Program was centered in Jerusalem on
the afiermah of the Crucifixion of fesuws Christ The SIBS
Reporters were interviewing eye witnesses at the scene to
gdn their perspective on WHO was there, WHAT actually
happened, WHEN & happened, WHERE everyone was in
the crowd, and WHY it happened

The program opened with the Wilson Twins (Caden and

Chiole) pulling double duty in welcoming the audience to

the s=t. Prayer was rendered by Breesyanna Croan and

|~ scriptur e was read by layla Rembert, Luke 24:1-6, Tollowed

¥ ;;- . '_J.;"‘t. ':: 4 by avides introduction of the SIBS - 5t John AME Broad-
: ' “% H:T- casting System; after which the interviewer / journalist led

] everyone to the stage and directed them to their seat

There seemed to be a little hostlity because of the people she chose to interview: Mary, Pilate, Herod and Peter.

8 Once everyone was seded, the interviewer began by introducing the
. __' ﬂk story and providing the staions commitment to its viewers She added
> that she did not “concur” with thoss who chose 1o “believe” in the acts

the story to allow everyone the right to judge for themselves Theinter-
viewer was interrupted and guestoned by Mary Magdaene (as she
clamed to have fird-hand knowledge of the Crucifixion). After that dis
turbance, the interviewer began to ask the guests for short introduc
bons

r B8 =nd actons which have been aiributed to Jesus Christ, and was bringing

Peter introduced himself first and began to go down a long laundry list of al the things "he” was known for or
had done Pilate, being efficient and busnesslike, began to tell his life story and didn't dare forget to mention
that he was the one who “found no foult in Jesus™. The

imterviewer asked the guests to pause for @ minute

while they went to commercia break

During the break, we heard a word from sponsors
"What's Important”, "Easter Promise”, "Springame”"
and "Tear Friend” Also, souls were lifted with a selec-
ton from the 5t. John AME Youth Choir entitled “f Love
You Lord, " soloist Blake Johnson.

After the commercial break the interviewer shifted to
Herod, whio ssemed very haughty and disinterested. He
commented that he had “litile interest in the internd
sguabble within the silly Jewish community and that ob-

Pl el vol e W
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SIBC - 5t. John Broadcasting System
Easter 2017 ™ Live at Calvary

By Lyda Ask Dwe
Pl tiogs @ plyy by Da e in Wazhington

Ll ol I e T

viously, the man was jus that —a man”. Then she moved onto the Roman Soldier. He appeared very precise

and self-assured, after all he was not to "blame" for what happened._ She then turned to Mary Magdalene,

who was very friendly and soft spoken. She explained who she was prior to meeting fesus and how He saw a sin-
ner in need of forgveness She
taked about Jesus' character
aid how meeting Jesus
changed her life. She evenre
marked about how the inter-
viewer could use a "touch of
the Zgvior™. This seemed to
have angered the interviewesr
g0 she immediately went to
commercial break

Duringthis break, there were speeches from sponsors entitled "Blessed is the One” and "Easter Joy"” and ministry
to in dance by the5t John AME Praise Dance M inistry to the song * 5o Amazing. ~

After commercial break, the interviewer continued with a direct guestion toward Peter, who she dso referred to
asSimon, Rock, Simon Bar-lona, or “whatever your name is”. At this point Peter began to lose his cool & he
tried to explain the type of man he was Duringthe back and forth with Peter, the interviewer began to show a
litile sarcasm.. As Peter began to explain why he missed so much of what Jesus had to say when He was with
them, she abruptly interrupted him and accused him of "inventing’ some of these events The next question was
to the Roman Soldier to explain what © was like at Calvary., The soldier's voice began to crack as he explained
how that day & Calvary was different; different in that he sensed the suffering of those on the cross The two
canvicts were crying and begging for mercy while fesus displayved a kind of serenity, as though through it all he
Wes in control This seemed to shock the interviewer as she guickly went to another commercial brealc

, .| " ' - N During this break

\ : | sponsars  spread

their IMESSAEES

with speeches

"Crucitixion,” “T'm

Glad,” "A Dreary

Day,” and " Good

Friday.” The music

during this com-

mercial was the

song "Jesus Keep

MMe Mear the Cross,” soloist ZariaYork Additionally, there was a Spoken Word entitled “Lord | Thank You” by
Eaithyn McClung

L T MRS O TR )
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SIBC - 5t. John Broadcasting System
Easter 2017 ™ Live at Calvary

By Lyda Ask Dwe
Pl tiogs @ plyy by Da e in Wazhington
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At tumes the interviewer sppeared doubtful, sarcastic and pushy; however she pressed onto thefinal queston of
the day: While this drama was being played out... Where WereYou? Listening to each of the guests answer this
partcular question, one could sense the remorse and shame intheir voices: However, the satisTaction in know-
ing Jesus died for each of them seemed to bring acalm pressncethroughout the audience Mary Magdalene, the
last of the puests to speak, summed it up by saying: “Praise the Lord that | should be so privileged. | was there
at his side. | learned the true meaning of His words, His body broken for me. His blood shed for me. He died

L forme™

Durimg the final com-
mercial brealk, speech-
i es from the sponsors
were entitied "Rejoice
{— He is Risen!” and
"Easter Thanks!"

CREDITS
Director —  Alyanah
Amendarez Journalist -
Morgan Owens, 5i
mon / Peter / The Rock
— Josiah Gullate,
Pilate- Daniel Hay good,
Herod — Wallace Par-
ham, RBoman Soldiers —
Michael Clark and
De'Shaun Hardin, Mary Magdalene - Mariss Owens

SPOMNEORS —Martinee Hill, Channing Wilson, Callynn Williams, Derryn Goode Isaiah Mays, Caylon Mays, Mikayla
Washington, Isaiah Wright, Jasmyne Rochelle, Cambridge Wilson, Anthony Mack, Kelson Hill, Samantha Adkins,
Eylie Washington, Joy Wright, Tyler Williams, Zaria York, Blake Johnson, 5t John AME Church Youth Chaoir, 5t
John AME Church Praise Dance Ministry

A Special Thanks to the Easter Program Commitiee:
Shelby Washington, M aena Warren, Thaia Love Brown, Mary Bankin, Shayla Wilson, Da win Washington, Willie
Sandifer, Hodges Washington and Monica Dillikunt
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A Young Mother Shares Her Thoughts on Being a Mother
By lamelg Brodfond

Growng up, many of my friends and Tamily
would cdl me ‘Mama Mela' because | would
constanthy try to take care of those around
me Although, | was comfortable being in
that role back then, | stll felt apprehensive
about havy ing children of my own someday,

When Willie and | decided to begin our fami-
Iy, | did net have time to tade any paenting
cleeses However, when Addison came into
this world, all of my concerns went avay. |
instantly went into & mothering role and
took charge of my [itlle one Seeing and ex-
periencing the love tha Willie and | have for
each other materidize as a beaunful baby
girl was the highlight of our marrigge Mow
g that we have two gor geous gifts from God, |
The Bradfords—Branne, Willie, Bmeb, and addison have had time to redly focus on what | want
our family to represent

Ky life’s mantra comes from apoem by Edga Albert Guest, “I'd rather see a sermon than to
hear one amy day.” My parents did an excellent job living the [ife that they preached about
to us As Addison and Breanne's mother, | an goingto do my very best to be the example of
g God-fearmg God-loving, and God-serving woman that | believe they need to s2e Bvery
day they will see-a mother who loves and respects her husband, who prays for her Tamily,
who works hard to incresse the weaith of her housshold, and who is compassonae and for-
giving towards others They will dso see a mother who is modest in dress but sall fashiona
bile and well put together.

| have three sibilings and we all are different My parents raised uswih the same moras and
Values but when it came to molding us as individuals, they took into account our personalk
ties While my punishment for disobedience resulted in my comic books being taken
away, my sister's punishment would be washing dishez In this sme way, | will raise
my daughters by vauing their uniquensss It is important to me that | identify and cuk
tvate their talents as well as celebrate their disinciveness My vision is for them to
beinmtune with who they are as indwidualsand to do my best to celebrate their God-
given abilitiez In doing 5o, | believe | can raise. confi dent young ladies who will grow up
M to become producty e cibizens

Being a new mother, | have had a lot of sleepless nights. | have had to give up some
& 'me tme while | adjust to having two litlle ones totally dependent on mefor their sur-
lvival At times, it Teels like a huge responsibility, but | know tha God gives me the

strength and the gracethat | need to be successiul at parenting every day.

Breanne ard ldEon
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AMEs Participate in AAMU Founder's Day Observances

By leanette lones

Bishop Harry L. Seawright - Community Breakfast Keynote Speaker

Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University celebrated its 142™
Founder's Day Celebration on May 5, 20017, which was held on its beautiful
and historic campus This celebration included the President' s Annual Com-
munity Breakfas, the Founder's Day Convocaion and Gravesite Ceremony.

| The Bight Reverend Harry Seawright, Bishop of the Ninth Episcopal District

of The African Methodist Episcopal Church served as the keynote speaker

{for Alabama AERM University's Community Breakfast This breakfast is held

each year during the Founder's Day Celebration to recopnize individuals

who epitomize the university's motlo: "Service is Soversignty”, who pos-

ses55 and demonstrate through ther dedication and commitment to com-

munity service and civic engagement  Alabama A&M Universty's 11"

president, Dr. Andrew Huging, Jr., presented the coveted R, D Maorrison award to former Councilman Or. Richard
Shower s and Attorney Jocelyn Boustani, former member of the AAM U Foundation Board.

Bishop Seawright delivered a message of encouragement He shared with the audience his ife experiences and
reflections during his recert health challenges The Bishop spoke from the subject "Stay Focused”. He began by
telling the crowd that he wasthe first one in his family to complete college He spoke ahout an epiphany he had in
the 9th grade after hearing a dasanate sing, "To Dream the Impossible Dream”. It was then that he knew he could
do what seemied to be the impossible, goto college He began goingto the ibrary and ooking up different colleg
es and universities. He applied to collegs, and got accepted, and went on to get, not.only aBachelor’ s degree, but
dso a Masters in Divinity from: Howard University, one of the first univeraties he had read about in the library
many years before He emphaszed tha he was able to do tha becauss of God’'sgrace and the fact tha he stayed
focused It was astrring and thoughtf ul message The audience received his comments with a standing ovation

The Reverend Dr. Homer Litdefield MecCall Scholarship Endowed

During the Alabama A&M University's Annua Founders Day Celebration, the members of 5t John AME Church
presented a check in the amount of 526.500.00 to Albama ARM Univerdty's 11" Preadent, Dr. Andrew Hugineg,
Jr. to establish an endowed scholar ship in honor of the Beverend Dr. Homer Littlefield McCalL

Dr. McCall worked for approximately 39 vears as professor of English and Chaplain,

& Aldbama A&EM Universty and 40 years as Senior Pastor of 5t John AME church

There isa divine connection between the church that the Beverend McCal pastored

‘ and the university, where he worked and mentored legions of students and young

- faculty members. Because of the Beverend McCall's love and dedicaion to Alabama

- t, : - AEM University, the members of the 5t lohn AME Church family have given over

Hichop Sewriht, 0. M 525,000 to establish an endowed scholarship in honor of the Reverend McCall

3 o Pastot Wiight Mary of the members of the church family were present for the presentation and
the Reverend McC &l gave very gracious acceptance remarks for this grea honor,

LR bk o JE )
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AMEs Participate in AAMU Founder's Day Observances

By leanette lones
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o ey The original site of Alabama AEM Universky is locaed in down-
Sy town Hurtsville & the current location of the Yon Braun Civic
Center. This is spproximately three (3) blocks from the current
! location of 5t John AME church. Alabama Agricultural and Me
chanical University is uniguely connected to5t John AME Church
in that they share the Founder.  Dr. William Hooper Councill,
founder of Alabama A&M University 5 also the organzer of 5t
John AME Church where the current presdent and several of the
former presidents, trustees, faculty, stalf and students worship

zinlmh The keynote speaker for the Founder's Day Convocaion was

L Mrs Pamela Moore McDonald, an electrical engineer graduate
of AAMUL. Mrs McDonald currently serves & the Software Acquisition Manager for the Missile Defense Agency.
During the Gravesite Ceremony, specal tributes were made 1o AARM U's Founder, Dr. William Hooper Councill The
poem "The Founder"” was rected by Miss AAMU's Carmen Wright and wreahs were laid on the gaveste The
Golden Class of 1967 paticipated in abaloon refease in remembrance of the e and legacy of Dr. William Hoo per
Councill

Founders Day Church Service at 5t. John AME Church

and the Return to the Original Site of Alabama A&M University

As 3 part of the Founder's Day Celebration, Alumni concluded their achvi-

ties with worship service at 5t Johm AME Church, the church of the

founder of Alabama AEM Univerdgty. 5t Johrn's Serv ant Pastor, the Bever-

end Maurice Wright, I, graciously welcomed the AAMU faculty, staff, stu-

dents and alumni. Members of AAMU' s gospel choir provided excellent,

inspiraiona musac  AAMU Presdent, Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr. welcomed

_ \ -"'J" the dumni and provided hissignature acrostc. Dr. Jeanetie Jlones, church

Bir. Hugifes i aluminiat the AAMU hiske Steward and member of the AAMU Board of Trustees alse provided a

1 ' = grestings and occasion on behall of the Trustees and the church Tamily.

Her commients began emphasizing that the "Arican Methodis Episcopal

Church was founded by Bishop Richard Allen; and the local diurches are organized by the locd leadership. The

Beverend Dr. William Hooper Councill was not only the Founder and first presdent of Alabama AEM University,

he was also the local organizer of 5t John AME Church. The original site of AAMU is located dowrtown at the cur-

rent location of the Von Braun Civic Center, which i1s approximat gy three (3) blocks from the church. 5o, @5 we

celebrate the founding of Alabama AEM Univergty, the members of 5t John also celebrae, because we are di-

vinely connected by the Founder and Organizer, the Reverend Dr. William Hooper Councill, a visionary leader and

a man of God. For years, during Founder’s Day, the univer sty family would recite the favorite scripture verses of

Dr. Councill, Psalm 37:23-37, Theseverses refl et on leadership and integrity and that the 5teps of a Good Man

are ordered by the Lord, The steps of Dr. William Hooper Council were ordered and led him to the site where he
organized 5t John African M etheodist Episcopal Churchy”,

After the church service members of the congregation and alumni returned to the original site of AANULU.
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The Reverend Maurice Wright Il Gives Invocation at Alabama State House

By Barbara Johnson

It was a bright, cool, crisp Tuesday morning, when 21 members of the 5t
John AME Fifty-Plus Auxiliary, traveled with Pastor Wright to Montgom-

g & the State House, awxiliary members were treaed to a catered lunch

? :' provide by Repressntaive Daniels They were soon ushered into the visk
e tor's gallery, where they would be able to not onk view the RBeverend
- Wright's invocaion, but dso observe all the representativesin action

Thefollowing is Pastor Wright's invocation

Lternal God, we come before your gregt maojesty, thanking you for the
opportuniy to-approach your throne one more time  We come to offero
prayer for this legislobve body before they begin their wark on behall” of
the great state of Aloboma. We recognize without vour manifold groce
amd mercy, nothing is possible. 5o, we segk your blessings on this legisio-
tive session and each representative.

Fother, these are the persons whom we have entrusted to be our voice
and even the voice of those who think themselves voiceless, 5o, Fother,

please hearourprayer,

As the legisigtors moke decisions thot wil impoct the iives of all ciizens, we proy, thot you wouid erown them
with wisdom, knowledge, ond strength. Grant unto them the courgge to do justice, for all, whether, young or
old, rich or poor, Black or white: God, these are they who are responsitie for representing others | proy that

they commit themsalves todong justice, loving mercy and walking humbly, as you reguire of them,
We proy for thase Brave men ond women who ot this very minute are defending our freedom anmd senang our
country. We ask for your continued protection and guidance uporn them amnd their famiies For those leoders

who moke the tough deckions
that impoct our soldiers and
their families we pray a special
blessing uporn them

Lord, we desire to be more and
mare like you, 5o, mplant within

us those virtues that reflect your |

goodness. Uise us o5 your instri-
ments of pegce, iove and king-
ness 5o, thaot wWhomever we 8-
counter will experience you, not
anly through our words, but also
through our deeds,

Thisis our prayer, in the nome of
our Redeemer, Our lord ond
Sovior, Jesus the Christ, Amer.

PN bovend a1
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 4

By B lohnzon

T ive Prociins of This is the fourth instalment in the series on the Five Prococes of Fruigild Congregations,

};'irful R by Pobert Schnase  So far, we have reviewed the practice of Intentonal Foith Develoo-
ment, Cxtrovogant Genercaty ond Passionate Worship, This month we are examining our
hospitality. Are we radical in our hospitality?

Schrase states tha, "Christian hospiality refers to the acive desire to imvite, welcome,
receive, and care for those who are sranger s so that they find a spiritual home and discov-
er for themselvesthe unending richness of life in Christ [t describes a genuing love for othe
ers who are not v a pat of the fath community, an outward focus, a reaching out to
those not yet known, a love that motvates church members to openness and adaptabiliy,
g willingnessto change behaviors im order to s ommodae the needs and receive the tak

Bible text reminds Christians of how hospitality should
be shown every day, In Deuteronomy, God reminds the
people of Israelto welcome the stranger, the sojourner,
the wanderer, for you were once a stranger inthe land

of Egypt (Deuteronomny 1019)  Jesus taught in
Matthew 185, “that whosver welcomes one sudh child

im my name welcomes me " Paulimplores the follower s

of Christ to practice an active hospitality. Romans 157

reminds us tha we should, "Welcome one another,

therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glo-

ry of God.” And then Hebrews 132 cautions us, "Do
not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for by deing that some hav e entertained angels without knowing it "
The point being _hospitality is what we do to show love for Christ and for each other.

Here are just afew examples of how fruitful congregations practice of Radicad Hospitaity.

»« Churches that practice Radical Hospitality do not merely have ushers and greeters; they dso train them,
teach them, prepare tham, and make their service a vital ministry. Their ushers and greeters don't merely
point, they escort; they don't merely pass out paper, they make people feel at ease They take note of
names and introduce visiters to the paster and to others. They constantly seekto undersand the perspec-
tive of the newcomer and to see church pracices and faciliies from the vistor's point of view so they @n
anbcipate those needs.

How is 5t. John doing?
Churches that practice Radical Hospitality do not merely have a committee; they make Christian invita
tion and welcome avital part of the culture of the church, an expecation of every member and of every
miinistry.

How is St. John doing?
Churches that practice Radical Hospitality communicate with their members & well as the public

J i) el dav ke A3

“Schnase, Rabert € (2007) Five proctices of frunful congregotions. Nashville, TN - Abingdon Press
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 4

By B lohnzon

I i mannd S page 1)

e — through mailings, brochures posters, banners, newsetiers, websites, and signs
A_ M_E_Niﬁﬁlf r-"::-]"‘-'- Throughout all the communicabions, they are announcing that the church is open to all
— e | and that all are invited and welcomed.
~ | How is St. John doing?

+ Churches that practice Radical Hospitality do not coast after Christmas and Easter,
They oreganize to focus on the visitors and aflendees for these special occasons They
follow up with writlen thankyou leflersor phone cdlsto thosevisgtors
Heow is 5. John doing?
« Churches that practice Radical Hospitality constantly iearn from other churches
how to do better with haspitality, visitor follow-up, and new-comer assimilation. Pas-
tors and laity evaluate their work and solick feedback from: newcomers about what
helpsin offeringthe genuine welcome 1o Christ
How is 5t. John doing?
Churches that practice Radical Hospitality do not reduce lists, remove names, ignore inactive members,
save postage, and take the easiest way. They focus on how to communicae betier with greater numbers
of people, and they constantly develop lists of vistors active and inactive members, Christmas and Easter
atiendees, constituents, and infreguent guests in order to incite them to special services, new ministries,
of service projects They don't give up on anyong
How're we doing 5t. John?

The essence of this seriesonthe five Proctices of Fruful Congregotions was o consider how 5T John measured
up and what possible changes could or should be made te bring about some change, if need be Thiswas not in-
tended to be a scientific, data driven evduation with resulis submitied to a partcular sub-commities of high
ranking entiies, but for each person reading the arbicle to intro spectv ely evduate how they fit into the scheme

of things It was also intended to show how an individud

member of the congregation could contribute to making a
change in the church,

How are we doing with our hospkality? How can we malke
it the Radical Hospitdity we see in the Ife, Teachings,
death, and resurrection of Christ? How are we doing as a
church, a5 aSunday school class in our worship services
and mission projectsand youth programs? How can we do
better?

“& church changes its culture one person & a time  Radical Hospidity begins with a single heart, a growing
openness, a prayerful desire for the highest good of 3 stranger. It begins when one person trests another re-
spectfully and lovesthe stranger encugh to evercome the internal hesitations to invite that person into the life of
Christ’s church

Ei'hﬂﬂﬁ’_, RobertC. (2007). Five practices of fruitful comgregotons. Nashwile, TN Abingdon Press

Bay D7 Pige 15



5t. John Participates in Ellipsis Experience;

A Conference for Women and Teens
By The Beverend loretha Wight

The Ellipsis Experience was one of the most captivating, comforting, v e exciting and spiritual, events for women
and teenstha | haverecently aftended Thisyear's theme was “The Ellipsis Experience: More to Your Story.. From
Surviving to Thriving " The Beverend lennfer Whatley-Maxkell and the Breakthrough Minmistry hosted this event
with the intent of ignming women and mspire them to move from surviving to thriving The event was held im At
lanta, Georga, April 28-30,

- The event commenced on Friday night with

a surprise gppearance by the Reverend

Jennifer. Whatley-Macell, affectionately

" kmown as "Lady 1Y and her dream team

_' gnging a rendition of Jlanet Jacksom's

| “Control” What an amazing ocpening ap-

| petizer! To add to this marvelous opening

was the hilarious comedy of the MC, the

Reverend Rita Wright The fur-filled, inspr

rational night cortinued with music, danc-

ing, poetry, opem mic panel discussion,

pookside picture teking podcas inter-

views, sxhilarating interactions, worship,

and most importantly, breadhroughs:

hugs, tears, [aughter, thankfulness To end

Et. o bhnatte ndees at the Ellipps conference the first night of the conference, God used

- the incredible experiences of noted au-

thors Aprii Monchief, How My Oivorce

Soved My Maorrioge, and the Reverend
Shonda Micole Gladden, Becoming, to captivae moving and insightful ways for
women to authenticate their faith and promote in-depth self-love Lest | for-

get the savory food!

SdEurday's powerhouse lineup was infused with anointed prayver, dancing,
worship, inspiring preaching profound teaching intellectual conversabion,
moments of pause, signlanguage, singing more laughter, tears, reflection and
many other adjective entities. Women like Fiy Music, LatanyaMoore, the Rew-
erend Sheleta Fomby, Dr. Cynthia Hale, aka jusx “Cyrthia” reminded us
“relax and just be yvourself__Tor real this ime!” More gifis were shared by S5&
mantha Majors, teen preacher lordan Deveaws | Mariah Crews and the amae-

ing teen host Madison Maxel
o

Rey Rita, Felsey Wik n and Shay Willia ms

& e vy il
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5t. John Participates in Ellipsis Experience;

A Conference for Women and Teens
By The Beverend loretha Wight

I pad el f el fvrge A
Shay Williams shared these thoughts on her Ellipas experience

My 2017 Ellipsis Experience Wwas nothing short of amazing! The strength and power of the spegkers rodigted
throwgh eoch ond every one of us ot thot conference this year. | come in with an expectaton of doing the same
thing as last year but this year made me think obout myseif and my spirtual walk in o totally different way. The
candid frankness of the women wos the best part overoll! They sho wed that through odversity, triols and tribulg-
bions that we con make it through the storm with GO0 os owr helper and woy-maoker but also somefmes it re-
quires a girlfiend to have vour bock The closing doy with worship expenence at the Bregkthrough Ministry wes
obsoiutely increditrie! You cowld feel the Holy Spirit touching the hearts of each ond every one of us, This Hiipsis
Experience goes down in the books for me, never @ dull moment! Our very own 1 Lady Rev. Rita did her thing as
well mokinrg sure thot we cortinue to breathe aften, lowgh horder, and enjoy each other in ol the octivities!
2017 ellipsis Experienrce, OH YEA, IT WAS LT/

As the weekend progressed, | kept a list of the words and phrases that reminded usto do the work My Ellipsis list
included consistent, breathe, becoming, just a litle bit, lose control, and fabulous: Personally, £ was a joy to see
wWomen come in.one way and leave stronger, more confident and ready for the world The teen girls and women
from5t lohnwere amaing Thosewho shared this experience with me were Lula Rochelle, Lenita Rochelle, Lillie
Rivers, Kristy Jefferson, Jakeyah (Shay) Williams, Kathiyn Dulaney, Kathyn MoClung, Shawanna MoMeil, Cara Davis,
kelsey Wilsen and Lisa McCraw. It was an honor for me to represent agroup of people that are arefl ecion of class
and beauty.

| pray that next year each alendees makes an asserted effort to bringa friend or &ven a granger. | hope to seeyou
there | promise it will be worth the trip. In the words of one of the Ellipsis motivaors, D, Cecelia Williams-Bry ant,
“When We Roll, We Roll Together.” Asthe new First Lady of 5t lohn, this years Ellipsis experience wes a great op-
portunity for me to share quality time with my new famiby.

Women's Day
May 21, 2017

Church School 900 am

WorshipService 10:00 am

Jointhe women of 5t John for praise and worship
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In the same way,
let your light shine
before athers,
that they may

see your good deeds
and glorify your Father

.John AME Church | in heaver,

r

Vaeation Bible School , [ l
SJTINe

WF“H /" 12th - 151h Matthew 5:16
6G:00 P
JESUAT h lowshi 1 Meal

will
s HINE "'u: rved 1h.lﬂhlh.
YOUR LIGHT

The Reverend Maurice Wright Il Gives Invocation at Alabama State House
By Barbar alohnson

L ralivrad il i precgres LT
It was aproud momentte be inthe gallery as our own minister, the Reverend Maurice Wright 1, Servant Pastor of
S5t John AME Church, opened the session of the Alabama Legislature with a warm and passionate prayer.

AME PROUD! WE ARE AME!

Asthesesson opened, it was obvious that it was goingto be atempestuous meeting Debaeand filibustering began
immediately. Two representatives from the Alabama Black Caucus spoke passionately regarding the plan to change
the boundaries of many stae Senate Districts Filibustering continued long dter the group left the gallery. The Ser-
ate passed the plan to redraw 25 legislativ e districts later in the week

The Fifty-Plus Auxiliary meetsthe first Monday of each month at' 930 am Lunch is served dong with valuable infor-
mation, exciting and energizing actvities and high spirited comversation  Cultural excursions to interesting and his-
torical sites are included in our agenda All members and guests “fifty years yvoung” are welcomed to atend. Mrs
AgnesGilmore isthe presdent
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Academic Year Recognitions

{:i.-_'.l'l_." H:-_{':t{f-.fit.ﬁ 1

GREAT'!

CHEERS 5 wWASHES!

5t.John's students will be recagnized fertheir accomplish-
ments during the academic year in the next issue of the
AMEN, Params, please submit information anthe famrms
that are outside af the church office and e-mail the com-
pleted farm to Medra.mecdaniel@gmail.com by June 4 This
recognifion is for pre-schoal through high school

Accurate Accounting

Toensurs accurate accouning af inancial cantributions, it
isimportantthat you provide complete information anthe
offering envelopes. Please dearly write your full rame
and the ameunt of the contribution en the envelops,
The finance team counts the funds and deposits the
checks and cash in the bank. Enwelopes arethen passed
ta the financlal secretary for recarding in the membership
database. |fthe wrtingis nat clear en the emeelope, the
Hinancial secretary does not hawve the check available for
reference.

Thank you far blessing the ministrigs of 51, John with your
fithes and aftering,

9th Episcopal District

Christian Education Congress
Monday, July 24 through Thursday, July 27, 2017
on the campusaf Troay Unhersity

Far mare irformation |, cantact Or. M anica Dillihunt

Here We Grow Again!

Welcome to the St John Tamily!
Tony Wright
loyee Little

Brittney Gulley

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

By Chark e B b

Blessed to Bless Others

"But this | s3, He that soweth sparingly shal reap also
sparingly, and he tha soweth bountifully shall reap aso
bountifully. ket each man do according as he hath pur-
posed in his heart; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
God loveth a cheerful giver.* 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7,

God's blessings to us are not meant to end with us His
desire s that they filtér down to others This principal
applies in 2l areas of e Finances a5 well as service to
others God desires tha we share resources with oth-
ers. He commits to provide all we need to live and to
share

In His mh'm'mmmnmiﬂ in 2 Corinthians9: “And God
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that atlnm'ys
having all sufficency in everything you may have an
abundance for every good deed” This encouraging
itllp'tEEE s a good reminder tha shaﬂn; ﬂimmgs with
athers will pever lead to deprivation. We can never out
gilm God.

Please consider using your gift to meet someong efse’s
need The bi-menthly Saup Kitchen may be a ministry
that you wish o ﬂnmunﬂﬁlm His grace at werk in yaur
life A monetary dunilmn or your ﬁftu-.ﬂ! Hh'lraﬁ be ap-
preciated by this ministry. Please mark your emvelop
"SOUPR EITCHEW" to' dshare in this service to thozs in
need

Do not iilnw HEi ;l:nﬂrnhs mnﬂsmﬁ Ta end with you
Pas thﬂ'n on 'En others and d[s:m:r the J;nyf nfa never
ending cycle of blessings

YOU CAN'T BEAT GOD GVING.
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Church School Lesson Overview — June 2017

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer.

Jun=4, 2017

Lessen Title: Debarah and Barak

Lesson Seripture: ludges 4, 5

Printi Judges 4:1-10

Bevetional Sangs: #0meard Christian Soldiers, §272, and
#243

Key Verss: “'Cartainly lwill o with you,’ =aid Deberah. ‘But
because of the courseyou-are taking, the honor will not be
yours, forthe LORD will deliver Sisera inte the hands of a
woman,' 5o Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh.” {Judges
4:9),

This lessan looks at how a Judge, wha is a leader aof lsrael,
led her peoplethrough & hard 8me.

Joshua warned the: Israslites once mare, like Moses had
alsa done in his gpodbye address, about what they would
go through ifthey worshiped ather gopds. Despite this warmn-
ing, the |sraslites did waorship other such gods because a
generation was reared who did not know the Lord. Disaster
after disaster fallowed. if & generaiion were not to teach
the next generation about God, then bad thingsfollow,

The eighty years betweaen Ehud and Deborah is the longest
period of peace recorded inthe book of Judges. Thislessan
goes hack about 3,200 years, which is just as that period of
peace camieta an end.

The people recognized Deborah's abilies, resulangin her
becoming & leader in Israel as-a Judge and as @ prophet. As
a prophet, she was a spokesperson for God. Debormh fulk
filled her mle as a prophet when she delivered ta Bamahk a
message from the lordthat he wasthe oneto lzad Israslin
battle.

Jun= 11, 2017

Lessan Title: Gideon

Lessan Scripture: Judges 58

Print: ludges 6:11-18

Deveotional Songs: #4132, #323, and #243

Key Merse; “When the angel of the LORD appearsd to Gide
on, he said, “The LORD iswith you, mighty warriar” (Judges
B:12),

This lessen foruses on anether judge — Gideon. He was of
the trike af Manasseh. Isragl had forty vears of peace afier
Sigera and the Canaanites were defeated by Barak. Inthose

forty years, the memaory of oppression faded and a new
gengration ame up and started to worship other gods.

After Gideon puts his army together froam four tribes, he
waned ta be sure the Lord really would deliver |srasl
through him and asked for one mare sign — flesce on the
threshingfloar. Gideon wanted the fleece the next marning
ta have dew on it, yet the surreunding greund to be dry,
The sign happened.

Mot satsfied because it is natural for dew to dry up quickh
from other sufaces, Gideon asked that it bethe apposite
way around the next morning. He wanted the fleece to be
dry and the ground mvered with dew. It happened, toa.

God made some unusual requests himself, After Gideon
recruited 32,000 men ta fight against 135,000 Midianites,
the Lord sald Gideon's arrmy was too big. He had Gideon to
shrink the-armyto 10,000 men and then to a meagsr 300
men. This made the ralo against Gidean's Army 450 ta 1,
The book of Judges goes anto give account of Gideon’s win
that resutted in 40 years of peace.

lun= 18, 2017

Lessan Title: lephthah

Lessan Serpture: Judges 11

Print: Judges 11:4-11 2531

Devetional Sangs: £390; 7258; and #243

Key Verses: “lephthah answered, "Suppose you take mie
back ta fight the Ammanites and the LORD gives them to
me—will | really be your head?” Uudges 11:3).

Last week's lessan ended with |srasl having farty vears of
peace after Gideon defested the Midianites This isthe last
peaceful perod mentoned in Judges.

In this lessan it is seen that peace ended afier Gideon's
death, when Abimelech, whe was one af Gideon's seventy
sons, tned to kill all of his brothers. Abimelech reigned far
only three years as a ruler of a city-state and not as a ruler
of all of lsrasl.

Atthe end of a rebellion, Abimeléch captured a dity close to
where people had talken shelter in aformfied tower, He got
top dose to the tower and was hit in the head by 2 mill-
stane and died. |srael was oppressed by the Ammonites an
both sides af the Jardan Rwer The people of Israsl repent-
ed and needed someoneto organize and lead them against
the Ammaonites. lephthah was that man.

Sl o e )
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Go Green
Recycle Can Tabs

THAT LITTLETAB THATYOU USETO QPEN YOUR SO DA
MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE AT ROMNALD M CDONALD
HOUSE CHARITIES®

Raonad McDopald Hause (RMH) asks the commuuniky 1o
heip "pick up the tab” by collécting pop tabs off @ods
cans pet food, canned vegetables etc - Aluminum cans
are vauable, but the Pop Tabs are made of a more pure,
higher-prade aluminum. [tis cleaner to collect Pop Tabs
ahd J@so takesup lessspace

The pop-tabs are recycled:in order to rase funds for the
Rondd McDondd House MMoney raised through pop tab
collections goes directly into the vearly oper &ing budget
and dlows EMA o comonuz providing & " hom eawayg-
from-home" ta 5t lude families free of charge

Cregte a callecion container using clean Ziploc bags, Ga-
torade botiles coffee cans, or-shoe boxes, eic

K2y .and Bobby Adkins will collecttabs! Contact217-781
-1030 with gueshons

Femember; every [fle bit helps

Weekly Bible Study

Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Pastar Wright leads Bible 5tudy each Wednesday at noan
and & pm {unless otherwise noted an the church calen-
dar)

Church School Book Club

Discussion Date! May 20, 2017
10:00 AN, —11:30 AL

You Kpow Bettar, Tina McElroy Ansa, 20032

Diseussion Dawe | lune 17, 2017
1000 AN, — 1130 AN,

Boar Brown, Michelle SEmipsan, 2004

smart-talking  1eShomdra Smith amd her gidfrends all fare the
same reltiomnship Esue - wher torfind a good fran. They yearn
To meet 2 strong, confident man who loves God | just lile Boaz in
the Biblz. The pobEmis that they de mot jist want 3 godly man,
they wanta pod|ly ble k man. Emar Steton Bmwn, 3 handsame
engimeer ard faithfol man of God whe matches lashoml=as wit,
style, amd valoes, but beppens to be of a diferent mce. But will
Las homdra be able to overcome the beliefs thatshe and everyone
armound keErsuppors and bas grown Wp o wilh, in order o open
heself othe troe bve ofStEtsonand God ? — AMRIGN

Church School Lesson Overview

AL o Abraasd el i DY,

June 25, 2017

Lessan Title: Samsan

Lessoan ScrApture: Judges 13-16

Print: Judges 13-1-7, 24 25

Tentative Devotional S5ongs: #135; #25]1; and £243

Key Werse: "You will become pregnant and have a son
whose head is neverto be touched by 3 rezor beause the
boy isio bea Nazirite, dedicated to God from the wamb. He
will take the lead in delivering Israel frem the hands af the
Philisanes” Judges13:5).

Samson’s parents did their part in rearingSamson per God's
instrucions. Samson was then readyta deliver the Ismelites
fram the Philistnes. Samson®s task was to keep the Philis
anes off balance by using his great strength. He kept them
concerned and confused and did things that caused themto
concludethat their pedswere naught.

Samson acted maore-as a free agent and not-as a leader of
thousands. He did the following without help: Killed 2 lion
wilth his bare hands, killed sne thausand Philisanes with the
j@wbone of a donkey, and Lifted and carried the cty gates of
Gaza toward Hebran.
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St. John Initiates “We Care”

Presented by Dr. feanetie Jones; Board of Stewards
"How good ond pleasant it & when God’s people five together inunity ™ Psalm 1331

5t John is a growing church, small enough for usto know each other and care for each other, We are family. And
we take care of each other! The Reverend Maurice Wright is a servant pastor and he is here for yvou and me He
wantsyou to know; he iswilling and wants to be there for you in the good times, bad times, happy times or sad and
confusing times. He isvour pastor. Likewise, the Stewards are here to assst the pastor and support him; and we
are here to help care for the members of the congregation  Caring for the needs of the congregation is one of our
many duties as owtlined in the AME Book of Discipiine, And we are here to fulfill that responsibility; WHY?

Because we Carg!

1) Because we care-The Pastor and Stewar ds want to reach out to members who have not dtended in a while,
members who have been hospitalzed; have experienced some type of loss intheir ife through death, divorce, or
ilness—help us know who they are!

2)Because we care- we want you to know who we/the Stewards are and how to contact us 50 please see the |ist
below with contact numbers 5o, know that it there is anything that happens in your Iife, we can offer assistance —
we want you to call on us If we cannot do amvthing else, we can join together in prayer for you; which is the most
important help we can gve

3} Because we care- we do not want amvone in our church family to feel done or lonely. We do not want anyone 1o
feel that they do not have anyone to call for help, to just talk with or listen

4) Because we care- we want you to feel that you can call the Pestor or any of theStewards and we will be there for
you

The Stewards just want members to know that 5t John has a new shepherd in the House who follows the Good
Shepherd, and he wants to take care of all of his members and do the “Wright” thing

S0 please call and Bt the church know what (s geing on! Thank you

The Beverend Maurice Wright, I 256-534-3265 (5t John AR E)

Ro=lyne AKines 256-684-5101  Jeanstie Jones 256-714-8170
Willie Bradford 256-631-6376  Clifton Miller 256-337-1000
Guy Ginn 256-374-5466 M ary Rankin 256-527-4273
James 0. Heyward 256-881-7999  EddieSherrod 255-508-1782
farcus Hill 321-217-4870  Lauretie Teague 256-683-4080
Abbiegal Hugine a03-707-8602 Sam Waton 571-277-5354
Barbara Johnson 256-656-7452  Pamela Whitehead 256-679-7802

Please notethe following e-mail addresses for the church.

Pastor Wright - pastorwrighti@stjohnhuntseille com

Rev. Rita - executivepastor@ stjohnhuntsville com
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5d5m.m 11308 .m-100.p.m

Charc h 5 hoal SO ETCHEN
18050 am Wontip

PRAYER for the MONTH - Heawvenly Father, Thank you for mothers. Bless =ach person who is @ mother or servesthe role of
a mother. Givethem strength to teach their children howto live a godly [ife thraugh their faith in You, InJesus' Mame. Amen.

Scripture for the Momh— Grace and peacetoyvou from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | 'thank my God every ime
Irememberyou.—Philippians 1;2-3
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POTPOURRI

Ms. Lady Hereford ha a new position and job title She is now the Program Specialist for Johnson
Scholarship Foundation in West Palm Beach Florida  Theair mission is to serve disadvantaged people
by assisting them to obtain educaion and employment. s Hereford is the daughter of the Bever-
end (Betired) Robert and Janice Hereford, Like them on Facebook @ johnsonscholarships.
Congratulations Ms. Hereford!

+ Mrs. Mary Rankin was featured on a WAFF-TV news segment on National
~ Teacher Appreciation Day, May 9, 2017, She was honored by WAFF-TV re-
] iy porter Allen Shroud Shrood said Mrs Rankinm taught him in the sscond
grade and was his favorite teacher.  During the interview Mrs Bankin told
of her love for teaching and the students Shroud shared how Mrs Rankin's
love for all of her students made a Sgnificant impact on his |ife and how the
~ second grade experience was so different than his kindergarten and firs
L gade years Listen to the imterview at  hrip/www walf. com)/
sory/35383945/ longtime- madiso - county- educator-honared- on-nati onal-
teacher-apprecidion-day. Mrs Bankin is thewife of Mr. Booker Rankin and they have four adult children
Congratulations Mrs. Rankin!

Mir. Kenneth Parham was honored at the East Atlanta High School Alumni Asseciation’'s Hall of
- Fame Brunch in March ofthisyear. A member of the class of 1977, Kenneth was honored for his
. contributions in the field of Science Technology.

Kenneth earned a BS Degree in Chemical Enginesring at Howard University and has Level [l Cernfi-

caion in Systems Planning, Research, Development and Engineering He worked & Safety Engi-

neer with the US Army’s Tooele Army Depot in Utah, Lone 5tar Army Ammunmion Plant in Texas,

Technical Center for Explosive Safety in lllinois, and Department of Defense Contract Management

Command at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama He was responsible for ensuring haards were identd
fied and s cidents abated through design reviews, producton and facility |ayouts, pre-operadonal checkouts, inspec-
mons and procedural reviews In2002, Kenneth became a System Sa ety Enginear with the US Army Space and Miz
sile Defense Command [nthis podtion, he supported various program offices ensuring government oversght of vark
ous procurement activities, the ocutcome of which wastechnical data which corroborated his developing a safety and
health data statement for any Army missle system being developed Kenneth worked onvarious national and inter-
nabdona programs and provided vauwable service to the soldiers and country regarding naiond defense From his
safety and health data statement publicaion various components were launched and incorpor&ed into what is now
theInternational Space Station

Kenneth is the husband of Lorrane Edwards Parham and the father of Wallace Parham. Congratulations Mr. Par-
ham!

(T vwreamand o g 29
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Dr. leanette Jones was honored to be named Distinguished Professor & the Alabama A&M University Commence

ment on May 5, 2017. Dr. Jones earned her PhD. in Botany/Medical Mycology in 1976 from The Ohio State Universe

ty, and is among the first African American women to receive a doctoral degree in her discipline  She is a veteran
member of an extremely exclusive and very elite group of African American
women in5TEM —and in avery real sense, Or. lones is AAMU's Hidden Fig-
ure Sheisrecopnized naiondly as aSdence History Malker and her oral his-
tory has been placed inthe Library of Congressin Washington D. €. She gives
presentations to middle school students about 5TEM careers

Dr. Jornes has served Alabama AN University (AAMU) as Professor, Director,

Principle Invediggor of extramurally funded projects, Graduate Coordinator,

Heatth Careers advisor, Faculty Senator and Faculty Senae President, and

Trustee and most notabl she served = the first female vice president In

) 2006, the Alabama AEM Uniersity Board of Trustees presented Dr. Jones a

resolution for distinguished service She 5 a Nationa Associagion for Equal

Opportunity in Higher Education (MAFED) Kellope Fellow and received the Distinguished Alumna recognition from

her Alma mater, Fort Valey State University. In addition, she & an inwited interviewer for the medical programs at
UAE and University of Alsbama, Tuscaloosa

Or. Jones is the founding Director of Biomedical, Behavioral and Erwvironmenta Health Besearch Center through
which she pursues and manages interdisciplinary extramural researche As a President of the Faculty Senae and
member of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Jonesis closely imvolved in the [fe of AAM U and quite instrum ental im indl uenc-
ing the visionary direction of our insitution. Clearly, Dr. lones has enjoyed a long and distinguished career and it is
fitong that she be recognized as a Distinguished Professor. Of themare than 300 faculy & Alabama AZM Univers-
ty, Dr. Jones is currently the only faculty member with the designation of Distinguished Professor. Congratulations
Dr. Jones!

Mrs, Claudinette Purifoy-Fears was nominated by the Army Aviation & Misdle Command (AMCOM), G-, Military
Logistcs as one of 26 nominees across sx Department of Defense divisions Her mominaion 5 particularly notewor-
thy considering there are over 30,000 Department of the Army civilians working aboard Redstone Arsenal (FSAL The
26 nominees represent the "best of the best" across Bedstone Arsena She receved an award for her nomingtion
category in Technical and Technical Management at the Association of the United 5tates Army, Bedstone—-Huntsville
Chapter, 2017 Department of the Armry (DA) Civilians of the Year awards banguet on Tuesday, April 4, 2017,

Mrs Purifoy-Fears serves as Engineering Branch Chief within AMCOM, Mrs Purfoy-Fears has been directing the
Mititary Construction (MILCOMN) Program for both Letterkenmy Army Depot (LEAD) and Corpus Christi Army Depot
(CCAD) gnce 2010 as a senior programmier and planner. AMCOM aversges 3 projects each vear inthe top 10 of the
AMC 1-N fist under Mrs Purifoy-Fears leadership. In addition, her leadership allowed AKM COM to receive one CCAD
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The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

June 9, 2017 SBHB Chureh Schoal and Christian Education Convention, Gadsden, Alabama
Jurme 12-15, 2017 Vacation Bible Schoal
June 20-21, 2017 Council of Bishaps and General Board, Los Angeles; Califarnia

July 24-27, 2017 Christian Bducation Congmress, Troy, Alabama

That if you confess with your mouth, “lesusis Lord, ¥ ond believe in your heort
that God raised him from the deod, ypou will be soved Romans 10:9

INDRIC

By 017 Papge B



ST. JOHN —

A.M.E .Newsterer &

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume21 Issueé June 2017

Women's Day 2017 Filled with Praise and Worship
Bridge1 ). Flayd
Phetogm phy by B revin Was hington

Wamen's Dy was celebrated an Sunday, May 21, 2017 a2t 10 a.m,
Thetheme was“Sharing the Word, Serving the People®. Inspimm-
#ional worship in song was provided by the Women's Choir and
the Praise Team. Women af the church participated inthe arder
af warship. Sister Ul Rivers led the callte worship and Sister Ce
leste Gilmore set the tone with a beavttul prayer. Sister LaCon-
dria Bryant read scripture from Colossians 3: 12-14 and in pravid-
ing'the oaccasion, Sister Enea Harbin cited the scriptural descorip-
#on of a virtuous woman frem Proverbs. The Rewverend loretha
Wright ofiered the welcame. Sister Kelsey Wilson pave the ar-
nouncements for the day, Before the sermon by Pastor Maurice
Wright Il, he recogneed those celebmBng hirthdays and anniver
saries durng the manth of May, Hs gave a special anniversary
recognition ta Mr.and Mrs. David Norwood who presented
anniversary couples with gifis.

Pastor Wright then announced his plan durifng his tenure as
pastar, to name 3 “woman ofthe year” at 5t lshn's annual
Women's Day services. He emphaszed that the selechion
was knmwn anby by him and as such was “a surprise”. He
¢ then proceeded to describe the recipient ef the inaugural
= mward in terms of her many positive characteristics and ac
wions. He noted thatfrom the #ime of his arrival she had not
only been dutiful in invalement in the church funclianing
but had heen aftentive to the pastar and his family, YWhan
the name of Sister Nedra L. McDaniel was announced, the
“womanof the vear” awam. congregalion respended with & rousing standing ovalion.
Fastor Wright continued in his comments directly to Sister
McDaniel after she came farward. In responsetothe accolades, she expressed appredaton in hertypical humbleand gra
cious manner, nofingthat she leves the Lard and her church.

Fastor Wright preached the serman emitled “It's Time far a Mak=over” from the text 2 Cannthians 5:17, He began by
citing examples of reality television, focusing ane program, "Bstrame Makeover”. He indicated that the premise of the
pregram was to create “a camplete physical change”; however, 3 physical makeaver only changes the outside while the
inside remaingthe same.

He suggested that the congregants contemplate a new program, “Extreme Spintual Mahesover”, targetingchange inthoss
who are arirachiyve an the outside but nat antheinside. He supgested thatthere would e three experisto assist intheir
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Women's Day 2017 Filled with Praise and Worship

Bridget J. Floyd
Photeer mphy by Daeain Washiagto n

L AT e e e |

transfarmatian; The fother, The Son, and the Holy Spirit. Through the power of prayer there would be the “big reveal” of
the “new atmtude _made aver by the power of God”. Pastor Wright stated, "God is in the extreme makeaver busingess”
and that being bam again is available to-all. He added that "I we trust serve and obey Him, He will [maks] us aver

again”,

k was noted that the texi highlighted the capacity of @ person to. be-
mme d changed person as demonsirated by the gxperignce of Paul an
the Roadto Damasous.

Pastar YWright indicated that it is not sufficient to just be "areund

Christ” but one must be “in Christ”, that is inward change He indicat-

ed this gones beyond acknowledgement of Christ, Rather “the person

: Places their entire fife in the hands of God to order their steps” He

8 emiphasized that "everybody needs a spiritual makeowar”. The Rew-

erend Wright indicated that "“Sing maoke ws ughe. off hawve sinned.. some

known, some unknown... there s no litiz ar big sin._ony 5in 5 o0 infroc-

tion egoinst God’s ow” He confinued by statingthat “moake up ond dressed up woan 't do.just covers up. st thers” and
that these outer changes do not impress God “because he sees beneath it all. We nesd o complete mokeover which can

anly be done by Gad”

The preacher far the mearning went an to cite numerous individualsinthe
Bible who sinned and/or sufiered and were changed by God thmugh re-
pertance and/or healing. Pastor Wright stated, “He takes the bad stufi
and giwes usthe good stuft”. He went on to note that despair becomes
delight, weakness becomes strength, and failure: becomes success. He
culminated by indicafng that “IESUS PAID IT ALL'YY He built to a cre
scendo as he described that very process of “two thousand yeors ago he
poid for our mokeover” through suffering and death onthe oross,

After the sermon there was another seledaen fram the Woamen's Chair,
Again emphaseing praise to God, featunng soloist Sister Kelsey Wilson, All were able to reflec en the reframe “Far This |
GiveYaou Praise”.

The women af5t. John had a great Women’'s Day celebration with a mast inspiretional worship service.

Fey Bita-and Fasto rwrg it
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Habitat for Humanity 2017 Spring Build Completion Near

Tami M G hee

—fl 3t. John partnered with other local churchas and arganizationsto provide funding and walun-
3 | teersto supportthe Habitat for Humanity of Madison County’s 2017 Spring Build, The 2017

Build is a5 badroom home forthe Ford Family a 6314 Maywick Drive. The home dedication
service is tentatvely scheduled for Saturday, June 24, 2017,

Thanks ta everyone foryour prayers and support throughout the Spring Build

Habitat

for Humanity”
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Father's Day: A Tribute to My Dad
Bobby J. Adkins (I

Father's Day. A fime where father's around the country are
serenaded with complements and lave, treated to great
meals and fun achvities, and showered with more individu-
al-artention than mostamy other day of the year. As for
' me; though greatly appreciated, | am not ton consumed by
the celebretory achons. Instead, | use the day to think
about my father, try to spend ime with Him, and to reflect
on the sacrifices and examplz that he set for me. | tend to
keep it inperspective, Besides, | have learned that a single
day is not enough to celebrate a great dad. | know what |
am talking abouwt here, This arfide is not about m= as a fa
P ther, |t is about my father, and my fatherin me.

If Jlames Browin was considered “the hardest warking man
in shaw business”, than my dad, Babby Adkins 5r, should
be considered “the hardest working man outside of show
business". My dad is a "jack of all trades” and a "master of mamy™. He has made a good |fe for his family in a number of o c-
cupations, to include beinga famer, educator, peace officer, electrician, car salesman, gas stalon awner, primer, property
renter, hame builder, truck driver,-and supply distributor, You name it.., He has donejt. Mo legal trade is off [imits. He
warked his way through college (Mississippi Yalley State University), and grad school (University of Oklahoma). Though ke
lowed making maney, he also lived by Proverbs 1:1. He

 Fat heT anel son

is @ lwing example of inteswnal fordtude, grit, detemi-
nation, kindress, fairness, and can-do atbtude, He per
fectly balances being a strang disciplinarian with a touch
of farbearance and compassion, When Muhammad Al
passed away in 2016, | remember thinking “I'm: glad |
have dad", Aliwasmy sports hero, Dad is my life hem,
He is likely the last hero of my life. Really, the coolest
dude | know. l'am lucky | sl have him in my life. More
than ewer, | cherish these days,

On my daily drive to work, my father and | talk on the
phane around 7:30 am. We often chat on my way
hame. It is a pood feelingto know he is shli engaged.
He is wonstantly sharing wisdom and dmopping
knowledge. He isahvays listening to me, assessing the
situation, and providinghis thoughts. He reflecs an life,
politice, family, civil affairs, and of course,; the weather.
He Is ahvays concernsed and checks up on my embre family, in-laws included. Wouldn't you know £2 My father texts like a
teenager and does nat mind a “Faceame” chat. He has ole school attitude, but understands new agetechnolopy.

The i hjn-_fﬂnih' ate rchumh

Before dawn, heisupand busy, bemuse the “early bird getsthe wam®. He dispels the naton that the body needs 8 hours
of daily sleep to funchion. Energy-and busyness is & constant with him, with the-appearance of effort as important asthe ac-
#ions nowadays. His health, | cantell, is stardng to slip. He is a few steps slower, but always “on the ball”. Yes, | watch and
listen. 5all my hero,

Asahusband and father, lask God, “Am | like my dad“? “Am | leading properly or sethinga good example™? “Am | providing
A il e o 3
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Father's Day: A Tribute to My Dad
Bobby J. Adkins|
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enough for my family™? “Am |3 good father"? “ls Kindness one af my wirtues"? "Am | layal™? "Trustwerthy™? These are
same of the questions | have asked ower the years. Forthe answers, [ reflect upon my father. He has been a guiding light for
me for 50 years and counting. At 76, he sall setsthetone for our family and has been a great father of 7 children, 14 grand-
kids, great-grandkids, nieces, nephews, and friends. |n the post Civil Rights era Mississippi, my dad was a highly respecded
leader, having served as a public school teacher, County Sherift (at the fme inthe early 19805, he was anly the 3rd African-
American in the stateto hald that posiion), and active life member of the NAACP. Yes, the Fruits of the Spirit have always
been on display. He got us imvolved in polics as children, often-attending loml polical rallies, knockingon doars, and hand-
ing.out posters and campaign cards. He preachedto usthe needtosupport civil Aghts efforts, speak framthe heart, do your
homewsark, and te always pay afHention towhat is goingan inthe cammunity. Beenat an advanced age, he is acave locally,

Farihe last 10 years, my dad has been excellingin his |atest rale, as caretaker af my moether, Maxine, wha lkeswith an ad-
vanced case of Parkinsan's Disease; as well as early stage Akheimer's. 5he spends most of herwaking hours in a wheel chair
ar the rechiner. Her memory is failing. A couple of years apo, and begrudgingly dug to Dad's ewn medical concerns; we
placed mom in a local rehabilitation and nursing hame, trying to gauge if it was the right thing for long term care. Aflermy
father's healkh improved from two surgeries, he set abeut'an a planto get mam back hame. Her absence tore at hissoultoo
much. After sik months; he informied his seven kidsthat “mom (B1) is coming home". Inizlly wetriedto persuade him to
recansider. We balked, thinking wie knew best. What we underesiimated was his love for his wife. He persisted, we relent-
gd, We all just hadta step up and assist a5 best we could, cansideringthe distance.

After remodealing the houss;, mam returned home, and one year |ater, is doing batter than we could have anticipated. Yes, it
is difficult day-to-day, but dad's more than equipped to handle it, provingto us every day that he will go the =xtra mile.

Grace and mercy have been extended from God, and-alsa froam my father. Heis both the recipient, and the giver. Far me, its
lessan learned. His mofie is “Care unfl you can’t care anymere”, This approach may net work forall, perhaps not even be
advised by the experts, but itworks for dad. Pattence, sympathy, and empathy are a must. He will ahways go the extra 10
milesforthose heloves. | have seen him go an extra mile for those he did not know. Once again, dad s setbing the examipl g,
leadingthe way, displaying the “fruits of the spirit” {Galat'ans 522§, and beingthe loving husband of 57 years. Really, at this
paint, he is also afather {and mother) ta my mom. ¥es, |watch him, watch them, listen in, and ask questians. He always tells
me, “Bob, we will be alright”. He is confident now, yet lately has shown signs of vulneability far the very st fimes. 1t is
new to me; seeinghis perindsof sadness, but [ am sl learning from him the art.of "aging graceful ™.

| My father has been many thingsto me over the course
' of my 50 years, Mentor, advisar, doting dad, coach,
‘proteciar, and idal are a few that ome te mind. He
has provided me with tangible examples to use as a
father of my own children, as wel| as guidance to draes
upon as | age and corminue to mature as a parent. |
shiare the wisdom | hawe received with my own son
[Collin), knowing one day he is.likely to face the same
challenges as a young man that | faced. Nowthat he is
driving and a 2017 high schoel grad, Collin recently told
me, “I'm going ta Hally Springs (M5} to sees Big Dad”,
Far @ split secand | smile, thinking “that is the wisest
imvestment you could make”. Perhaps he knows now

wihat | have known all these years. | know my dad
withdad sl o, waould relish the chance to “shoat the breeze” with Cal-
“lim. Just the twao ofthem.

AL iRl A At A

lune 7 Pages5



Father's Day: A Tribute to My Dad
Bobby J. Adkins|

. ramkmaten SAT. ook

Finally, ¥ | am blessed to Iwe into. my 70s/805 as my parents have, |
pray for my dad's level of wisdom, ownership, responsibility, and hu-
mility, He hasalot on his plate, and seemsto thrvein that enviren-
ment. | do nat knew another person as patient as he js. His mn-
sistency is what | appreciste most. He belisves inthe Gospel of lesus
Christ and is more spiritual today than at any paint in life, that | can
remember, Heisamodelfatherin my humble and biased opinian. In
fact, he is morm= than a great father, He is my dad!

Happy Fathers Day Dad! Hdi_] ¥y
Youroldest son lowes you! *é/ﬁ?f? !:I

e g pe i nfi.-‘-dh:im: 'l.e:_::in:’l}

AME Proud
Weekly Bible Study

Mother Emanuel Nine Memorial

Displayed at Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Charleston International Airport

Pastar Wright leads Bible Study each Wednesday at noon

" : and b ES55 =rwise church calendar)
A permanent memaorialto honorthe | 2Nd 6 pm funless otherwi ”"'Jt__'ilj.-un Juech. calengar

o vicems of the shoowng In Mother

ﬁ H_' | '_r; Emanuel in Charleston, South Caroli-
| I e na is on display at the Chadestan

Alrport. The Charlestan County Avl-

| aWon Authority Board began plans Wills Clinic to Be Held at 5t. John

far amermarialin Fall 2015,

The Alabama Cooperatve E<tension Sysitem and Legal 5 ervice
of Alabarmawill partner and host a free Wills Clinicon Wedne
day, June 28, 2017 =t 5t. John AME Church.

Thereisnao income orage limitation, all are welmome.

The memarial is 400 sguare feet and mntains twe fve-foot-
Kigh stained glass windmes showing Mother Emandel and
nine white doves symbelizing thewicams. Thera lsalso an all
painting donated by lacal arist Jonathan Green showing nine

birds and a photography exhibit chrenicliing the community . ) ) )
Aflendees will be able tostat and complete simple wills, Pa

er of Aftarney and Uving Wills at this special dinic There will
alsp be sessians on estate planning, consumer law and reyerse

respanse-to the Methar Emanuel massacre. In the-center of
the space isa Bibleopen to Mark 4:13-20, the scripture usad
during the Bible study before the shootng. The ReEverend
Clementa Pinckney's bible and ane bible from another of the
vicams iz also inthe case. DonnaGullatte.

mortgages. For more information Brto sign up, contact Siste

Fhoto fraarts: Chorleofon Awiotion ' Adthanty ! Arrcls fasturas information
fram. Tha Chrigtay Caroa [ L Ihachraimonreca e . camy’
O R R MR e n e e - ed ek =in - cha nlesfon- géir s ine A0 TTL

lune 37 Page B



Students Complete Successful School Year

5t John extends congraulaionsto all studentsfor another successful school year. Below are the accom plishments
of some of the students

Collin Adkins graduzed from James Clemens High School on May 22, 2017. Collin graduated with a
3.5 GPA, and was honored with the Madison City Schools "Seal of Academic Distincoon"”, having
succesdully passed three or more AF honors clesses, corresponding AP exams, as well astwo years
of Foreign Language courses Collin passed AP Physics, AP English Language, and AP Biology, in ad-
dition To 5panish | and 1. Collin will aftend the Bagley Schiool of Engineering at M ississippi State Uni
varsity thisfall Collin is the son of Bobby and Kay Adkins.

Samantha Adkins recently completed the fourth grade at Mill Creek Elementary School in Madison,
Alzbama Samanthaachieved Honor Boll status, with an A average for the school year Her Tav orite
classes were science and music She received an "E" citizenship award. Samantha dso completed
her 5thyear of Girl Scouts, being promated Junior. Samantha Adkins is the daughter of Bobby and
Kay Adkins.

 Anthony Harbin completed the seventh grade at Meridianville Middlie School He recenved all A's
during the entire 2016-2017 school year. Anthony Harbin earned the highest grade average in his
Pre-AP English Language Arts class He was accepted for the Duke Tdent ldentli cation Program
(TIPy Fth Grade Talent Search and was invited to take the ACT with college bound high school st
derts. He was recognized for his ACT test score along with other 7th graders in the state of Ala
bana atthe University of Alabama in Tuscadoosa on May 9, 2017. Anthony is the son of Glenn and
lessica Harbin.

lessica Harbin completed second grade at Lynn Fanning Elementary School She received all A's
during the entire 2016-2017 school year. Jessica is the daughter of Glenn and jessica Harhin.

Maya Wekauche completed her junior vear atSparkman High School She was en A honor roll

and a member of the National Honor Society. Maya also received an Aspiraions in Computing

_— award from the Morth Alabama chapier of the National Center for Women and Information

. - - Technology (MCWITL She and severa young high school women were honored by NOWIT at a
|
5

-l banguet at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa for their achisvements Maya & dso a

f member of the Key Club which perfarms velunteer work in the Madison County community, in-
f cluding volunteering & the House of the Harvest Manna House and providing Christmas gifts
and a party for the specid education students at Sparkman. Maya is the daughter of Ms, Genevia Fontenot.
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Remembering Sister Lauretta Teague

Lauretta Teague joined 5t: John in the
mid-80s when she moved fram 5t.
Louis to Madison. She was a strong
beligver in Christ, prayer warrior and
always wanted to give her best for the
Lord. Lauretta was 3 Eenerous gver
and went abowve and beyond to ensure
her ithes were received and was will
ing te provide financial support for
special neads within the church.

Lauretria was a chater member, along with her daughter
Leuren and son Gerald, of the 5t. lahn AME N ewsletier stafl.
They cantributed articles and, during the years that the
priming was dang sutside of the church, assisted with the
delivery and pickup of the newsletler.

Lauretiz was a faithful member af the Stewardess Board for
many years. She organized the Women's Ministry &t 51.
John: Her concern was for the spiritual growth of the wom-
en, and young women, af the church through bible study,
service projects and fellowships, She led the Saturday mormn-
ing megtings and organized women's workshaps, retreats
and prayer breakfasts. 5She was a natural leader and |ed
with excellence, She was very metculous in her persanal
life and in her lgadership afthe Wamen’'s Ministry.

Lauretia was co-chairpersan far the 5t. lahn tutoring pro-
gram which offered tutoring both withinthe church and at a
local elementary schonl, Shewas an educetar by profassian
and that strong desire to help children achieve tatheir fulk
est potental was evident in her desires far the tutaring pra-
grarm.

Lauretta served as a Trnistee in the past-and, at the®wme of
her passing, was a member of the Stesward Board. In honar
af her service to the Steward Board, the board has made
denations to New Beginnings Christian Academy and The
Early ¥Works Children’s M ussum,

Lauretia was an encourager. She-ahways had kind wards of
support forthe members afthe church.5he frequenthy sent
cards and textsto those whorn she knew might need to be
uplifted. Throughout her iliness; she contnued te encour-
age otherswho were gaingthrough similar circumstances.

In everything that Lauretta did, she lived Colossians 3:17 —
And whatever you do in woerd or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord lesus, gningthanks to God the Fatherthmugh Him.

b HERL

Remembering Sister Dollie Mack

Lydia Dwers

Oinllia Dion Mack
juined S5t lahn in 20714
wihern she moved to
Huntswille to
her children.
moving, she
member of Mt Sinai
AME. Church in Cen-
treville, Alabama whers
she served as a mission-

live with
Frior io
Was 3

ary, a stewardess, on
the kitchen ministry, and at fimes Sunday Schoal secretany,
until ker heatth began te fail. She lowved reading mmance
nowvels and geingto church.

Granny, a5 she was aflectiionately known by her family, will
bz remembered for manmy things, by many people; howewer
ta them she will be remembered far her advice, her honesty,
her love, smilg, her wit and most importanthly; her Yhome
cooking”,

Here are some fandest memaries af “Granny” fram her chik
drenand grandchildren.

REmE playing ME. Santa Clas toall the kids and prard kids. -
Brenda Mac k

Fty fondest me mory of G @any willalyays be she amd | smging
Blessad Assumance together, and making v Eeas -
latica Mach

Blessed Avsuronce was one of ker favorite somgs.
Chrstim Max k

2 hids, vespent most of our sumime s in the sout h with G R Ay,
Whenshe coohed d inper, she knew L didn't ke “hot” food, there:
forshe vould prpare myphte freramd et skt a whik befor
shecalled & intoeat. That was my grRany, abaays thinking of oth-
ersam absays looking out for s ard giving me the “special treat
et
BTy 1o P A P

[called praed ma every wes b, would ask what she was doing, and
she vas always sittirg on t!° Bxeptope waek she old e she
was them “with Arthor, siting on i@!"

Hem 'mthinking mygmnd ma kad a boyfrem untiliasked &
shesad, "Arihur is not 2 ran, it's AATHAITIS
Farin Hudsizn

Granay would always el e | was kerchocohie &by, My fondest

AL sl il v ks ¥
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Remembering Sister Dollie Mack

Lydia Dwers

Sl

memaresof ker werm alvays inthe ichen, she bved tocock amd

feed hergmamls. She alemys shovered me with a type of ove that

was mw, wnfiferad; but mall Herlove will b= forevers hershed in
my kean.—amel Wwillams

PO R

Whenlgot pregmamt with AGni | mrember bert=llig /e oo’ e
poing 1o e another ome”. 110k herdont sayiRtEmnAny lam
rvt Bz ing 2y o children. Shesaid “yeab whets e atter |

bzl Akbmi Tgot pregnantagain with cdelym and then she says to me
“roight as well leve apotherore, youare poirg to kave another

one”. 153l granny do not saythat; you pedicted Alani__.
She sd “you will FEve three children®f Sure 2 pough; she was
nght! - Slmnt Mangrum

&3 5 yourg kid pEying mseball, | leved it whenc momy would show
up &t rmy bEseball ames, Whepsver | would hit a hormenin, G@nny
would lawve the biggest onile on ker face.

- Don Ant hony (DAl Mack, Jr,

| wEs Grannies "GLAMODUA baby.. we would absays have conver

satiors about lair, mils, why she dd n't variany “rees® oy e
ard how | should mme mberte mdoce, “you have o red we baby,

ed e | would always walk nard say “heesy GrEanyg-mama, kBt's

paint yourmik” arm Fer esporse was aleays “why ™. Wkt | miss
masta Ut s mnmy was hoows ke wanted me. o succeed inevery-
thirg I did from rediwcing, tosEying inschooland raking sue |

GRADUATE GrAmy-manms | edoced and Imoasemesieravay fmm

gradlting. 5o thenk youtforaleays #Illirg me lan do Any-
THEE! - &lEa Willarms

One of my fave nte memores of gmat-ganmy was wien she
thowug bt the @iy w2 w=e haig formy Aunt Bremla wa erp@r
ty the whok time. lalse rmenberwhen dBnAi vasa laby; she
wool try to@ke my GEAAY's came. She med fopetso upEet-am
all she could really do was Dugh! - Marksa Owens

Ganny would alvays tellme [wae 3 pood boy becswse | would
Felp @le care of herand gre her sweers | miss kera bt
- Emd Bures

W loved sitting with gmnmy ard hearstores abowt our mo me
gmwing up. 5 he would aleays tell our monms we ware sweat Angels
gnd ot o sponk us. e love ard 'miss you g@aoy
-Bnee Willams ard Byl Mack

One day GrRnany and | wer siting inthe kic henat Edra's houss,
she tumed o e and asbed; “15 ke (Myron) pood toyou aml your
kis * tmmediztely, | koked at beramd sad, “YES, Granmy he &
very pood tous,” She then sail witha s mik on her face: “Wwell
he'd betterbe”!!l] - Ld B Owers

Restin PeaceGronny! We truly miss Yaou!

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

bk

THE 10Y OF GINVING

“When wq;hrttn God, mﬂhw Eﬂ‘ﬂ‘lﬂfﬂ:pt',l‘l upthe
Floodgates of Heaven " (Maachi 3:10)

Some Christians I'm &fraid, tee the opposite of The

above They think they'l wind up with less T they gve
God wants us to see gving in terms of future blessings

'fnr-,mu mﬂywﬁmw A: m:ﬁu. ir*:tnmnhar Hn-

ﬂnn
hmm:: sid, ﬂmm‘s muratu God's 'Eus[q;ﬁihh

‘money. Rather than thinking of riches in terms of

mountains of money, God's provision for our lives can
come in the form of assistance from the body of Chrlst,
Le ummmﬁﬂ.sr natefrom a church mﬂmn ajob

‘opportunity and mary ilﬂ'ltr un m::aiumhrn gifts

We ;iil't'tn'lfi'it' back obediently and joyfully. Our treas
ured gifts aren't defined as earthly gifts but rather

_'ueasm:l gifts we build up n Heaven. When we give =
|Christ requires, God will pmﬁd: u:wih our daly need
Take God & his Word TestHim rrmmqpmwhﬂnf

ward on the adventure ﬂr;m-'in:, We won't be ursnp-
pﬂllm!d

Eﬂﬂﬂﬂr[hm:“ umﬂmhl,nsm Itﬁi:hm. WEm

‘meals each 3" and 4™ Tuesday.

GODLOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER!!!

Online Giving Options

PayPal Guelii

Accurate Accounting

To ensure accurate acoury ng of financial contribudons, it (s
important that you provide complete inforrmation on the
offering envelopes. Piease dearly write your full name and
the amount of the centributien on the envelope.
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Putting Your Business in Order
The Beverend Carmen Avery Walker, D.M in,

Belowed.,..Please listen and take note. Life is very shoert...Teo shoert to not do due dilipence in getdng ana's affairs in arder_ It
iznotasubject peoplewant to discuss but the reality is simphy this: We MUST.Thers are no two ways about it and the saaner
we begin to get our affairs in order the betier it is far family and loved ones. There are a few simple documentsthat EVERY
FPerson needsto have in place and anether setthat one should hawve at their dispasal at all #mes.

Bveryone shauld havethe fallowing at their disposal and should be kept topetherin asafe place:
An original birth eertificate forthe membears of your household.

Original Social Security cards for members of your household. If erginals are not available, the S5A will e you cerintied
papersorkthat verifies the Social Security numbears.

Passports. These are not anly for trevel but are respeced as documents that verify your identity in @se your driver's [+
cense islast orstolen.

Phetoeopies of dAvers license for all driversin yaur heusehold.

A Voters Registration card f you are of voitng age.

Insuranee cards or coples ofthem in case of emergen oy,

Any legal paperwork pertainingto marriage, diveme, annulment, legal guardianship and custody.
Schoal records and immunizatan recards faryour children.

Bank (including4 01K, etc) and insurance records with benefidary.or Power of Artorney dearly stated onthem.

These are decumentsthat also ‘are necessary o have in place:

* Power of Atterney, This isa person you designate to handle your affairs YWHEN YO L CAMNOT SPEAK FOR ¥O LURSELF. You
may hawe one for Healthcare and one for Finances f wyou want difierert people to handle your affairs,

AWill, Beenifyou do not have atremeandous amount of assets, you needto have arecord of who you want to have what-
eyar it is.

BHNR/BMNI or statement of what your wishes amre in the case of medical emergency, You may choose a Living Will ar Five
Wishes document to state this..both are available anline. Check to see what your state acknowledges. Thisisa hard ane
biut it Is necessary. F you do net want to be resuscitated or intubated, it'needs 1o be recerded. TELLSOMEBODY YWHAT
YO L DESIRE AMD PUT IT IN WRITING: Medical professionals need documentation so they can dotheir jobs properdy.

Soowhy am | telling you this? | am doing this purely out of LOVE. As a Hospice Chaplain and as a Pastar it breaks my heart to
have to'stand at bedside with a family who is already in distress over the dedine af'their loved one and ask if these things are
in place. It-breaks my heart to hear families argue over what "Mamma said” she did ar did notwantwhen it would have been
a much more leving thingta have-allthe paperwark in place so the last moments could be spent speakingwards of lovetoone
wiho only has a short whileto e

Make same ime and get it done. Itisnot easy but it iscertainly worth the effart.

Abputthe Authar:

The Reverend Or. Carmen Avery-Walker is a senior chaplain with Homestead Haospice in Atlanta, Geargia
and pastor ofLee Chapel AME Church in Bimingham, Alabama.
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2017

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer.

July 2, 2017

Lessan Title: Moses and the Burning Bush

Lesson Seripture: Exodus 311-12

Print: Enedus 2:1-23

Bevetional Songs! #25 #2372, and HI43

Key VWerse: “The cry of the children of |srael is come unto
me: and | have also seen the oppression wherewith the
Epyphians oppress them. Come now therefore, and | will
send thee unte Pharaoh, that thau mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:9-100.

Iri this lessan, the first of five prophets s examined. The
Jewws lpoked at Moses as the preatest of all the prophets.
Howewver, God called Maoses fram avery humble situation,
Mases was an outlaw fram Epypt. As 3 Hebrew, he had
killed an Egyptian. Pharaoh had tned to kill Moses far haw-
ing killed the Egyptian and Moses was awanted man.

The lessan loaks &t the story from the perspecave of the
call by itsef and Moses' answer to the @ll. Moses' call
seemed impossible and far beyond amy man's ability, Mao-
ses, hawever, proved faithful in all the great and small tasks
that God =lled himtoe do.

Mosesisthe epitome of a persan who did not seethe wis
dom behind God's plan but was dutrful ‘anyweay,

July 5, 2017

Lessan Title: Isaizh in the Temple

Lessan Seripture; Isaiah 6:1-13

Print! |sziah 6:1-8

Devetional Songs: It's Me, It's Me Oh Lord, #321, and #2403
Key Verse: "l heard the voice of the Lard saying, Whem
shall | send, and who will go for us? Then said |, Here am |;
sand me” {Isaiah 6:8].

Inthis lesson |saiah had a vision af the Lord that was a life
changing experience, as God's holingss changed the way
lsaiah saw himself and set a new course forthe rest of his
life.

Isaiagh’s reachon was completely different fram Mases in
last week's |lessan. [sajah felt shameful for his uncleanliness
and Maoses felt ungualified forthe mission. Bath men, how-
ever, contributed large bible books: Moses's were histarical
and instriciional and Isaiah’swere pmophetcand poeticl.

Isaigh never wavered from his path of commitment in his
Iife or in his ministry, A Jewish tradiion says that he was
put into @ hollow lag and the log was sawn in half. Bikle
schalars beliewe this incident is referred to in Hebrews
11:37,

luly 16, 2017

Lessen Title: leremiah’s Call and Commission

Lesson Scnpture: leremizh 1:1-19

Print! leramizh 1:4-10

Devotional Songs: #221; #2358 and #3243

Key VWarses: "The Lord said unto me, Sayv not, | am a child:
farthou shalt go to allthat | shall send thee, and whatsosw-
erl mmmandthee thau shalt speak” [Jzremiah 17)

In this lesson we examine Jeremiah who prophesied at a
very dangerous iime during the |ast days of Judah’s fall.

God set leremiah aside for a special mission befare his
birth. While sl ank a boy, Jeremiah was sure that he had
nothing to offer God. God told Jeremiah that he would not
be alone and that he should net ke afraid. if He, God, had
ordained something, it would be sa,

Godtald Jeremiah that nawon: and kingdoms would betom
down and na@ions and kingdoms would be buik up. Jeremi-
ah became a praphet, instrumental in perfarming Goed's
own work under God's supervision and swith God's weny
wards.

July 23, 2017

Lessan Title: The Call af Ezxekial

Lesson Scenpture: Ezeldel 1:1-3:27

Print: Ezekiel 3:1-11

Tentative Devetional Songs: #4312 #251; and #2343

Key Werse: "Go, get thee to them ef the cap@ivity, unto the
children of thy people and speak unto them, and tell them,
thus saith the Lard God; whetherthey will hear or whether
they will farebear® [Ezakiel 3:11).

Ezekiz| was gwen the call to preach to the people of lsrael
who had been taken caphveto Babylon, Their capmivity was
fulfilment -of an eadier prophecy and seen as proof that
wihat God says istrue.

God wanted Ezekiel to eat the scmll and literally let- it fll
him. The scrall was to fill his bowels, which are a persan’s

St i e o e 420
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Go Green
Suppart Local Farmers

Flap summer mealsamund the vegeidhles that ars in seasan
And that can be purchased from lacal farmers. Chedk the
mewspaper and local televizion stawons for locawons of
farmer's markets'in the ares |f you have 5 gardean, share the
ablundanee with sthem.

Church School Lesson Overview — July

& ey Mo jarse ) )

innermost parts:

Godtold Ezekielto preach whetherthe people listened to him
orwhetherthe people did net listen to him. The Word taught
by Ezekiel was given to those whe were expected ta hear and
they were judged If they failed te respond in the right wey.
Like Ezekiel, wetoday are to take God'swords and then com-
municate them toothers, whether they listen ornat

uly 20, 2817

Lessan Title: The Call of Ames

Lesson Seripture; Amas T:1-17

Print: Amas T:10-17

Tenmtve Devetional Songs: #77; #251; and #243

Key Veme: “| was no prophet, neiher was | a praphet’'s san;
but | was an herdsman, and a gatherer of sycamere fruit: and
the Lord took me as | followed the fack, and the Lord said un-
ta me, Go, prophesy unto my peaple [srael” (Amos 714-15

This |essan examines Amos, who was not a likely prospec to

recelve acall from Godto be 3 prophet, as he was a plain be-
liever.

The first almast sewen chapters contain messages of coming
judgement uponthe naions, ending with dedaralions against
Judah and:especially the northern kingdom of lsrasl. Amos
was @lled to utterthese judgements.

In contrast to the hireling that made his living by pleasing a
ruler, Amas faithfully fulilled the missionte which the Lord
had called him by pronouncing the Lord's message of Judpge-
ment on Israel because.of their sin. Amaziah died with the un-
true system that he suppered, howsver, the Ames’ name and
message |ved an.

See you in Church Schoaol!

Church School Book Club

Discussion Date! June 17, 2017
10:00 AWML, — 1130 A,
Booz Brown, Michelle Sampson, 2004

Discussion Date: July 15, 2017
1000 AN, — 11130 AN,

Garden Spele Sarah Addison Allen, 2007

In & garden surrounded by a tall fance, tucked away behind a
small, quiet house in ameven smaller town, isan apple tree
that is rumored to bear avery special sart of fruit. Imthis lu-
minous debut' novel, Sarah Addisaon Allen tells the stary of
that enchantedtree, and the extraordinary people who tend
thetrass.

The Waverleys have always been a curous family, endowed
with peculiar gifts that make them sutsiders: even in their
hametawn of Bascom, North Carolina. Even their garden has
a reputation, famous for its feisty appletras that bears pro-
phewcfruit,; and te edible Bowers, imbuedwith spegal pow-
ers. Generations of Waverleys tended this garden. Thelr his
torywasinthesoil, But'so wearetheir futuras

A successful @terer, Clalre Waverley prepares dishes made
with her myswcal plants—from the pasturtiums that aid in
keeping sscrets and the pansies that make children
thoughtful, 1o the snapdragons intended to discourage the
atentions of her amorous neighbor. M eanwhile, her sldarly
cousin, Evanelle; Is known for distribufing unexpected gifts
whaose uses bacome uncannily dear. They are thelast of the
Waverleys—except for Claireg’s rebiellious sister, Sydney, wha
fled Bascam the moment shecould, abandaning Claire; a5
theirawn mother had years bafore

WhenSydney suddenly returns home with syoaung daughter
of her own, Claire’s quist life s turned upside down--alang
with the protechve boundary she hazsa cargfully construd-
gd araund Rerheart. Together again in the hause they grew
up in, 3ydney takes stock of all she |eft hehind, as Claira
strupgles to heal the wounds of the past. And seon the sis
ters realze they must deal with their common legacy--if they
are evertofesl a1t home in Bascom—arwith each ather,

Enchanting and heartfel, this capwvaWngnovel 5 sure to cast
a spell with a style-all its ewen.. .
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July 2017
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PRAYER for the MONTH - Heawenly Father, thank you for each new day. For the sunshine and for the rain, we give you
praise! Armen.

Scripture for the Month— Thisisthe daythe LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. Fsalm 118:24
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5t. John AME Churzh 1
; Man- profit

213 Church Strest U.5. Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hurrz dile oom

e s ite - st hina me- fev g

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Olier alen, Ir, Pesding Eder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Jurme 25, 2017 Men's Day, 10:00 a.m.

July 24-27, 2017 Christian Education Congress, Troy, Alabama

Please note that there will be aneworship service
each Sunday through the end of August:
nmer

o ahip 8:45 3.m. Church School
10:00 a.m. Worship

That if you confess with your mouth, “i=sus is Lord ¥ ong befizve in your heart
that God reised him frem the dzoad, you will be soved Romons 102

2 Happy

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN

A M E Newserrer'Y

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume21 Issue? July 2017

Men's Day Focused on “God’'s Man”
Bridge1 ). Flayd
Phetogm phy by B revin Was hington

5t. lohn celsbrated Men's Day an Sunday, June 25, 2017 & 10 am Thetheme was “Sharing the Ward, Servingthe Pea-
ple” (thetheme selected for both Wemen's and Mer's Day). The Praize Team and The Male Charusled the mngregation
inworshipthrough song. Warship through liturgical dance was offered by members of 5t. John's Dance Ministry,

== Prake Teamses the tome forthe sepdie:

The order of worship featured men of the church, Braother
Willie Sandifer aflered the call to waorship. Brather Phillip Pugh
gawe the invocaton and Brothers Callin Adking and Guy Ginn
read the O 1d and New Testament scriptures, respechvely. The
picasion was given by Brothar Boblby Adkins and annaunce-
mentsand welcome by Brother lonathan Scot.

There were several special recognitwons duringthe service, in-
dudingthe first annual “Man of the Year® sward which Pastar
Wright announced would feature twe outstanding men of 5t.
John; and the annual recognition of 5t. John graduates and re
mrees. Dr.Jeanetie Jones and Sister Sharon Butler along with Pastor Wright, made presentabons to the gaduaies and
remrees. (Demils of the latter will be feotured in the August ssue of the AMEN.} A highlight of the day wasthe baptsm of
infant lsaiah Barnes. Thiswas preceded by 3 wonderful musical selecaon from the “Mack Family Cheir®, all talented rels
tives of the special infant.

As indicated, Pastar Wright announced that therewaould bz twa mien honored with the fitle “man of the year” for-2017.
The pastor described Mr. Lafayerie Townsend as the first to arrive on Sunday momings atthough the pastor arrives very
earky himsel. His manicuring the grounds and particularky his sense of humor, were highlighted. Akhough surprised,
Brother Townsend accepted the recognition with geetude and [eft the congregation laughing with his humormus com-
ments. Brother Bill Williams, vice chair of the Trustee Board, was highlighted for his dedication and hard work inthe over-
sight ofthe church property and upkeep af the church and also going abovwe and beyond. Also surprised, He expressed

i el O o )




Men's Day Focused on “God’s Man”

Bridget ). Flayd
Photogm phy by Do rwin Was hingte s

WA e e W e A |

appreciaion and: graciously focused en sthers and accepted on their behalf as well. The congregation responded with a
standing ovation for each awardee.

FPastar Wright preached anthe topicGod's Man” fram the texts Genesis 12:26 and 2 Timothy 1:7. He began interssangly by
asking the women present to contemplate their requirements for a Yeood man”. He aided them in considering the typical
items an the wish list; as.it wers; ulmately reachingthe realEaton that one.is not likely to encounter @ man (person) with
all the desirad attributes. While there was anamused response fromthe congregafion, they got the paint —there is no per-
fect man, Howewver, Pastor Wright proceeded ta lay out the characteristics of 3 good man whao reaches this guality [evel
through God.

1 God Makes Courageous Men, This does not mean that

there Is an absence of fear, but rather ane hasthe capacty to

owercome the fear and toface the fearand dificules of life.

2] God Makes Streng Men. This means that he can be firm

and he finds strength through Gad,

3 God Makes Loving Men. God giWesman'a poriion of Him-

self because “God is Lowe".

4 God Makes a2 Sound Thinking Marn. Untl God remakes

them, men are selfish in their thoughts or impulsive. The goal

is "moderafion, self-contrel, balance”. Pastor Wright added
ithat asound thinking man "is a praying man, has a saber mind
and livesthe example that he wantsto be”. Heindicated that

“thera i5 nothing gregter thon o Good Mon wha & in God's

Hana”, Referring to Genesis, he reminded that “Gad formed

man aut of dust in His hands®,

The inspired preacher dosed by cng numerous examples of
men in the Bible who were changed as a funciion of thelr encounter with God; that is, “became a better man®. Biamples
included Elijah, Abraham, laceh, Moses, Joshua, David, Adam, Paul, and Jenah. Pastor Wright ended by pracdaimingthat the
menof5t. John an experience that transfarmaton for themselves.

The 2017 Men's Day Service pave much food for thought and encouragement. Afterthe invitation te Christian Discipleship,
Fastor Wright invited the men to the altar for prayer, which they heeded.

Cangratulations m 2017 Men of the Year: Brather Lafayette Townsend and Brather Bill Williams!

Tuly 017 Pape 2



Habitat for Humanity 2017 Home Dedicated

Tami M G hee

5t. lohn parinered with Alpha Foundation, CFD Research Company (CFORL),
| Huntswille Boaard of Realtors, Wells Fargo, Provision Center for Proton Thera
py, Church af the N atvity, Faith Presbyterian Church, First Chrisian Church,
Aldersgate United Methedist Church, and 5t Marthews Episcopal Church to
builda & bedroom home at 6314 M aywick Drive in Huntsville for the Habitat

| for Humanity of M adison County's 2017 Spring Build,

Fard Family held an Saturday, June 24, 2017, After the opening prayer and
welcome, Myra Sanderson, Habitat for Humanity of Madisan County Beecu-

wwe Director, recagnized the sponsors and house leaders. The Reverend Theedis Acklin, Pastar of Briar Fork Cumberland
Prestyterian Church, offerad the prayer forthe family home. After presentaiions to the family and closing remarks, Pastor

Wright gawvethe bensdiction,

for Humanity”

Vacation Bible School Was a Blast!

Parre B WWhkite head
Photogmphy by Brid get J. Floyd

What attmef! The 5t. John family, Grady-Madizon family and their invited guests had a total blast at Vacaton Bible 5 chool

at 51 dohn AME Church, 229 Church Street, Huntsville, Alabama The theme was “Glowingfor lesus” with scripture fram

M atrihew 5. 16— Sa letyour light 5o shine before men and letthem see your good works that they may glorify our father in Heaw
en.” Theentire week was indeed a blessed experience fram start to finish the oordinagon/planning/preparation, Bible les
gans, classroom design and props, creadivity, crafts, collaboradon, team teaching, classes, recrea@ion, music, food. .. ARS0-

LLITELY E¥ERYTHING! The food wasdelidous 2ach night, A big cheer goes ta Christian
Educason Directar, Dr. Monica Dilllhunt!s ketotally rocks®® Also, definitely shout outs
to Pastar Maurice Wright || and First Lady, the Reverend Joretha Willlams Wrght far

their awesome leadeship!!

The adult class teacher for the first night, Lillie Rivers, brought the theme to life as she
taught the lesson in @ mistume that included a glowing light. Mare picdures of this
year's exciing Wacation BibleSchoosl are onthe net page.
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Vacation Bible School Was a Blast!

Parre B W b ite head
Photogmphy by Brid pet J. Floyd
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Honoring Steward Lauretia Teague
B.lohrson

Sister Lauretta Teague was-a member af the 5t Joahn AME Church Boaard of Stewards, where she fully parfarmed her duties
and responsibilires url her health failed; The Stewards wiantedto hanor hermemory of being a life-long educatar by shar-
ing her legacy with two organeamons which embraced her passion for the education of young children. The Board of 5 tew
ards’ project honenngthe late, Mrs. Lauretta T eague cameto fruiion on Wednesday, June 30, 2017,

The Board of Stewards, alang withthe Reverend Maurice Wright I, Servant Fastar of 5t. lahn AME Church, Mr. Gerald
Teapue, her husband, and Cameron Teague, her grandson, presented a chedk for 5300.00 to Mr. Ban Williams, Execubive
Director af Early Works Children's Museum. The fundswill be distributed through the Tuiiien Assistance Program to pravids
transportation and/or the admission fees for any class which may need supplemental funding,

Asecond check for 5540.00 was presented to the Reverend Errol Davis and the Reverend Jennifer Davis, ministers of New
Beginnings Christan Church far the New Beginnings Chrisian Academy. Sister Teague was a significant resource, who
wiorked with Judge (Ret.) M. Lynn Sherrod, in establishing the pre-k pragram at New Beginnings. The funds will be used to
support the curriculum and aciviiesfor the summer session.
Sister Teague was a life-long edum@ter whose bottom line was ahways,
hew will it benefit the children? The S5tewards, who |abored alengside
her, are sure she would be pleased ta know that her legacy will live on
far the students that attend a field trip to Early Waoarks and for the chil-
dren at New Beginnings Christian A demy.

Petued from Efto right: The Bev. Jennifer Davis, The
Rev. Wrightand The Bev. Emol Dave, teacheramd sig
dents fromthe New Beginnings Chretian A ade rmy.

'ﬂﬁ-‘l'.'hl'ﬂf EIIHT'IH'UI m
. Teagme, the I!'.E#.Wl’?glm N Barbam Jol

AME Proud _
T M The United States Pastal Service will withdraw Weekly Bible Study
the Richard Allen 5tamp w@n SEFTEMBER
i 30, After that date, all unsald Richard Allen
E Stampsand colledible items &t retail outlets will WE[IHP dalll"lf 12 pm d"[l B pm

d b= s=nt back to the USPS Storape facility in Kan-

Pastor Wright teads Bible 5tudy each Wednesday at noan

sas City, Missodri for disposal. Yau may pur- ; :
. F ) and 6 pm lunless otherwise noted onthe church calendar)

chase stamps at the local post office ifthey o]l have them in
stock. Stamps iy be ordersd anline at

Foon
F LR EQ s |-rr ) B
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First Lady Hosted Women's Brunch
By Lydia Owens

The wait was finally ewer, after ascheduling canflictin the manth of June, the Firs
Lady's Brunch was held an Saturday, July 1at the beaunful home af Pastor Madnce

% and the Reverand Joretha Wright. The gusstswere greeted and welcomed with a

smile by first daughter Lessie Wright. Once everyonewasinside, Fastor Wright'
blessedthefood andthe feasing began. The Brunch Menu consisted of cooked ta

| order omelets, shrimpand grits (prepared by the First Lady), French Toast, fruit, saw
sape, bacon, pastries, arange juice, mfes and water.
While everyone was seated and satng, the First Lady asked if the ladies could play afew games with her. The first pame
played was “Wy Namels” (sach person had totell their name and list three things they liked abaut them self. Mext Rev. Rita

was given alist of questians (similarto truth ar dare) which she had to answer abowt herself. Some she answered, some she
threw away.— All inall, same of the answers she gave and the faces she made werahilafous.

Another game consisted of a list of tems for the members and a list of itemsforthe First Lady, The guesiion was:
If wou were stranded on & deserted island, which three things would yeou take with yeuT
First Lady [tems Memberltems
Curly Wig - Bibl=
Bob Wig - Radio
Tierra Bottled Water

Cape I akeup
Shart Glaves Reading Book
Evening Gloves Matches

Eye Lashes M aney
Lipsack. A Peppermint

The First Lady chose the cudy Wig cape and eyve lashes.
Afterthe games, everyane was askedto tell what they were thankful for and the cansensus was that most of the ladies were:
thankful to Rev. Ritafor hostingthe brunch and simiphy beingwhe sheis. Mrs. Zelda Gogginswon a prize for beingthe firstta

arrive on Saturday and Mrs. Mildred Powers wonthe prze forbeingthe oldest member in attendance .-

Great Day, Great Food. Fun and Fellow ship
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Remembering Lou Verlon Clark
Pat Guizr

Servant of Ged, Well Dane

sepant of God, well dore! Best from thy
v/ ed & mploy;
The battle fought, the vEtory won, Emer
thy Master's joy,

The pairs of death ame past, aboramd sor
M CRRSE

ard |ife's borg wardare closed at bst, Her
soulis found in peace,

Solderof Chrit, welldone! PreEe be thy rewemply,
ard while ete malages run, Restinthy Saviors joy,

Onm June 10, 2017, Sister Lau ¥, Clark entered into 2ternal
rest- ‘Rest inthy Savior's joy’,

MWrs. Clark joined 5t. Jahn A.M.E Church with her husband,
the late Or. Willie M. Clar, afier they moved to Huntsville in
1957, Mrsi Clark served 5t lohn over the ye=ars an various
commiiess;, boards and awdiliaries. Mrs. Clark was a mem-
ber of the Building Commities that was responsible far the
planning and building of the wrrent 5t lohn edifice an
Church Street. She served as a member of the Stewardess
Board for mast of her years as a member af5t_John. When
her wision and health became a cancern, she becams one of
the charter membersaf the Masmi Council, a proup of Stew-
ardesses who ‘ars unable to perform the physical require
ments of attar duty and communion setup; but who are wilk
ing and cammitted 1o fulilling the other Board duties. Mrs.
Clark was alse a memberofthe 50+ Auxiliary and seried for
sevieralyears asthe church treasurer.

Mrs. Clark was soft spoken, had a gentle smile and a sense
of humoer. Shewas respeded by those who krnew herand-all
who came in contad with her. She was known at51. lohn
and on the Alabama AEM University (AAMUY campus as a
diligent and dedicated worker and sameone who akways
paid atterhon to detail. She touched the Ives af many stu-
dents thraugh her job in the AAMU Bookstare and Camp-
troller's Office. Her 31 yeéar career started as a bookstore
clerk and she retired as the Bursar.

Mrs. Leu . Clark was a humble and pentle servant of God
and will betruly missed at5t. lohn. Her memaory will cond’n-
ue to Inspire those who knew her to serve unszlishly and
untringh for God's Kingdom.

Mrs. Clark Is survived by her daughter and san-in-law, Cas-
sandra and Tommy Thompson, three granddaughters, two
great-granddaughters and other extended family.

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Charie Biow b

“\Whenyou open your ha.m:l they are filled wlth gonod things.”
~Psatm 104:24

‘A clenched fist cannot hold more, just as adosed heart miss

es aut on all the beauty emowans can bring. We choose to-
dayto open our hands, our minds and our hearts.

With'open hands, we help others. We physically take pasi-
“Eir.:i'm ta make-a h!mli:ipl :Iﬂlnr’ml:& |1'r the lives of :Flh-
ETE arll-r! :rI'IErlP_n-!lLL To !hm in need, we Ierh'-'l a hand.

Whanwe open pur mindsio l!:rnrng m#:un’lnuaily miﬂhg,
we open to discovery, ta findin :'l'IE'I'-I"\H'i'rIJ-‘If b sing present in
the warld and' n.Lm_gnn:rrrg the beauty that mmes with-shar-
ingwith those fess fortunats.

A5 we open our hears we discover ways to make peace
where there s chaos. When we open our hearts to offer
Kindness ind lave, | the Spiric nﬂ.‘-‘hrh‘r., WE np!nln Trealn:

athErewith Lave and Care.

Jain I.Ii1ntrl=.'iin|:=urn=1qhhlm.llwn wald IJanhHer
!ﬂ by serving in The Saim Jaohn Saup Kitchen on the 3" and

4" Tuasday of each manth.

“We open aur hands, eurminds, and sur heartsto make a
diffierence inthe Warld”.

Online Giving Options

PayPal Guelii

Accurate Accounting

To ensure accurate acoury ng of financial contribudons, it (s
important that you provide complete inforrmation on the
offering envelopes. Piease dearly write your full name and
the amount of the centributien on the envelope.
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Minth District

2017 Annual Conference Schedule

Bishop Hamy L Seawright, Presiding Prelate

The Reverend Shenta M. Seawright, Episcopal Supervisar

BTHSESSION OF THE
Alapana RWVER REGION ANNUAL COMNFEREN E
August 15-19, 2017
Ward Chapel AME Church
The Reverend Agnes Lover, Pastar
130 West #h Street, Prathille, Alabama 36067

BTHSESS|ION OF THE
MORTHWEST A LS EAMA ANNUSLTONFERENCE
Aupust 29—September 2, 2017
Dartiel Payrne Community Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

BTHSESSICN OF THE
SOUTHEAST ALABAME A NN LUAL COMNFERENCG E
September 12-16, 2017
5t. John AME Chureh,
The Revwerend Carlton Worthen, Pastar
Lakefrant State Park,
1M Lskepoint Drive, Eufaula, Alabama 36027

BTHSESSION OF THE
MO RTHERST A LAESMA ANMNUAL CONFEREMCE
September26-30, 2017
Gaines Chapel AME Church,
The Reverend Nathaniel Copeland, Pastar
911 Billingham Strest, Phen City, Alabama 36867

BTHSESSION OF THE
SOUTHW ET ALABAMA ANMUAL CONFEREMCE
October 10-14, 2017
Gaines Chapel AME Church,

The Reverend Amas5Smith, Pastar
122 CamverAvenug, Atmore, Alabama 36502

2017 PManning Meeting
November 2-4 2017
Daniel Payne Community Plaza
1500 Dranie| Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

School Supplies Will BEe Collected

S5t. John will be collecing schoel supplies naw through the
first Sunday in August, Colleclon bins are placed throughout
the church. Allmembers are asked to pardcpate.

Church School Book Club

Bizscussion Date; July 15, 2017
10:00 AN, —11:30 AN,

Garden Spalis, Sarah Addison Allen, 2007

August 2017 Diseussian Dete; August 19,2017

10100 AN — 11130 AL
No Weopan Formed, Michelle S¥mpsan, 2004

In this sequel ta Michelle Sampson's beloved debut novel
Boaz Brown, LaShondra and her Boaz, Stelsan, are IWingthe
ideal American |fesiyle, sxcept for the subile and not-so-
subtle ways society keeps reminding them that they are not
the norm. She |s African-Amerian, he is Caucasian, and their
gldest child is-already tackling the question of idemity. 1t is
bad-enaugh when sutsiders show thaeir ignorance ar disdain.
But wihen the issues come fram family, LaShondra finds her-
self wondering if 5telson antruly comprehend the challenges
leamingan the horzon. When s church pimic leadsta 5 head
-on dash between LaShondra's fears and S5telsan's opfimism;,
the truth prevails. But that is just the beginning. LaShondra
leamsthatthe drama during the family autng was anly a set-
up foran even more rigorous spiritual battle to save her fami
ly. Afteriurning her backto the pressures at work and yield-
ing to Stelson's leadership, LaShondra finds harself intercad-
ing far a husband she hardly gven recognizes anymaore. |sthis
the beginning of the end far the muple that truly endeavored
to honor God's ways, or will this seasan forafy their mamiage
for His glory?
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 5

B, lohmon

‘}'"-_'- Fraciices o This is the fifth and final installment in the series on the Five Proctices of Fruiglul Congregotions, by
e Bl b it Schnase. In Part One, we reviewsd the practice of int=ational Faith Development, Part Twao,
Y e wie axamined Extrovoagont Genergsity. Fart Three explored Possionote Worshio and Part Four inmve st-
- . gated Rodical Hospitaiity, And forthe fifth and final pradhce, we delve into Rizk-Taking Mission ang
Service. This is probabhky the most challenging for many cangregations, because we like things to stay
the sams, We like tradition, wstoms and things with which we are most familiar. We do net like

change

\
rl' r Fobert Schnase; suggeststhat,

L } “Risk-taking Mission and Service is one of the fundamental advvies of church lifethat is so criical
Pttt St that failure te prachce it'in same form results in-a deterioration of the church's vitality and ability
to make dizciples of Jesus Christ. When churches turn imaard, using all resaurces for thair own
survival and caring only fortheir own people, then spintual vitality wanes. By offering the Radical Hospitality of Christ,
church members bring others into contact with the church, and through Passionate Worship, God transforms them.
Peaple graw in faith and lowe through Intentonal Faith Development, and God's precess af faming disciples cantinues

aspeople prachice compassion with their neighborsthrough Risk-Taking Mission and Service.”"

While same positions are paid positions in @ church, many of the jobs/tasks of the church are done by willing, dedicated and
committed members of the Body of Chast. The Soup Kitchan runs on walunieer service. Church schoal istaught by persans
willingtao sharg their ime and talent. The ushers and tnistees volunteertheirskills to serve where needed, Schnase states
that, "M aking ourselves useful forthe purpose of buildingthe Body of Christ imbues our lives with purpose and connecs usto
others.”

The word “missign” turns church service outward. Missian reminds congregations that Christ’s compassion, grace and mercy
and love extend tothe entire world, and these fruits are culmvated not anly withinthe walls af the church or among the peo-
ple of the Body of Christ wiha are regularly seen and already knewn. Mission referstothe posiive difference made in the lives
of people beyand the inner circle af the church. Mission spreads the faith by exemplifying the compassion, mercy and jusaice
of Christinthewaordd. For many churches, such wark involves QUTREACH intheir communimies as they sctablish food pantries
to serve the hameless, advocate for fair housing prachces
and spansor souling programs in underserved areas. Mis
-sion alsa invahes the focus an waorking abroad, supporfing
clinics and schools. Nearly every congregation supparts or
offers some level af missian, relying upon thevalunteer help

~and financial generosity of members,

Risk-toking stepsinto greater uncertainty, a higher possibik
ity-of discomfort, resistance, orsacrifice. Risk-T aking Mizsion
and Servicetake: thingsto & higher level af cmmmiment. It
takes miembers into ministries that they may not have en-

I (RTME) looks like in churches that praciice this principle;
&  RTMS invohes work that stretches people;, causingthem
to do somethingfar the gooad of othersthat they would new-
Seap Kitchen volumesrs. er have considered doing i it were not far their relationship

i 7 e 0

‘Schnase, Robert C. (2007) . Five proctices of fruitful congregotions Nashwille, TH: Abingdan Press
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Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations: How St. John Measures Up—FPart 5

B, lohmon

TR e —)
with Christ and their desire to serve him.
Churches that practice RTMS not only raise money to support overseas, internafional, and cammunity wark, they alsa
arganize teams, solicit and trainvoluntesrs, and send people to work directly in hands-on, face to-face ministries.
Churches that pracaice RTMS consciously seekto motvate people to more extraordinary service,
Churches that pradace RTMS also encourage, supportand celebrate memberswho perform service thrmugh communi-
iy agencies, dvicorganizafions, hospitals, clinles, schools, and praba®on courts. “Prayers, presence, gifts, and service
that members do for the purpose of Christ in the community as representatives of the congregation are all forms of
RT M5,
Churches that practice RTMS not anly Invahlie adults, but insist that this principle be aregular part of the Instruchon far
the children and youth,
Churchesthat practice RTMS lookforopportunities to partner with other churches and agancies with the same mission
of making disciples far Chrst when planning projects. They include members, visitars, and friends, as well as, the un-
churched ta help them in making adifference inthe lives of others.

, howe (55t lahn doing in Risk-T aking Mission and 5ervice?
5t. lohn stretched fselfwhen some 20 years agn, we partnered with The Church of the Nativity to build the first Habi-
tat Home far a family in need ofhousing. Making a difierence since then, for many families in the community.
RTMS whenthe Soup Kitchen dedded to add the fourth Tuesday in gach moanth as another day to provide mealsforthe
hungry, Making adiflerence for mamy families.
S5t.John's WMS partnered with the Hamris Home for Children to provide miealsforthe children and bed linenswhenthe
request was sent out. Making a diterence farthe children.
5t. John's music department supported and raised funds farthe Urban Strings Program of O hio. Making a difierence for
students outside sur community.
5t. lohn's support of the Mew Beginnings Chrisman Adermy Pre-School Program. Making a difference for a sister
church and the students that afiend the schoal
The Sans of Allen have collected and distributed schiool supplies to the educators inthe church. Makinga difference far
thetaachers.
The Stewardess Board has colleded clinic supplies far schools and baby products for a family in need. Making a differ-
gnce inthe lves of studentsand a famiky.
The Fifty-Plus Awiliary and the Adult Church School Class have provided Christmas, gifts for The Salvaion Army Ange|
Tree. Makinga difference far children and adultsinthe community.

Space and e will not allow for all the examples of how 5t. lohn AME is reaching out to serve the community and make a
difterenceinthe Iives of athers, locally, naiionally, Internafionally and through the Connedion. However, thers |s aharays mmam
for improvement. Let usconfinue to stretch ourselves and mowve out of our comfort zonesto meet the needs of athers and
make discplesfor Christ.

What'sthe opposite of Risk-Taking? 5afe, Predidable, Comfortable. Cerain. Convenient, Feaful. These words do not de-
scribe the ministry af Jesus Christ who said, "Far thesewho want to save their life will leseit, and those wha lose their life for
rry sakewill save it.* (Luke 9:3) The pracice of RTMS reminds us that cangregations are not ends in themselves; they are
respurces God usesto change lives and transform the ward.

Congregations make disciples af Jesus Christ by graciously inviting people and welcoming people with Radical Hospraldy so
God @an reshape their Ivesthrough Possionote Warship and mature their faith through intentional Foith Devefopment. They
discermthe call of God to transformthe world with the compassion af Christ through Aisk-Toking Mission ong Service. To sus
igin these core processes so that the Body of Christ thrives in this genera@on and into the future requires the Extrovogont
Generpsity of Jesus' disciples.

July 2317 Fape 10



“Walking With a Purpose” Fashion Show

article and Photography by Manah GulEtte
Presented by 5t. lohn AME Music and Christian Arts Ministry

June 16", St. John hoested its very first Fashion Show, "Walking with 2 Purpose® The
show featured 5t. John's wery own runway models! Walking with a purpose was an ad-
mission free fashion show with a poal of allowing people to bethemseves in every way!

' In additionto @ runway show, people wers askedto bring gently used clothesto donate
tothe Huntsville Downtown Rescue Mission's Agape Shop, At the Agape shop, the home-
| less or residents of the shelter can come and shop for clothing at no cost! God wants us
tonot only be happy with oursehies, but to help athers along the way,

“Walking with @ Purpose” was hosted by Miss Blads Rocket City, Lauren Blue. Lauren Blue
became Miss Black Rocket City in February 2017. 5he is a masters degree student study-
ing Business Administration at'the University of Alabamain Humtsville. She was delighted
to be Mistress af Ceremoniest? '

The show scenes included a “Hattude ™ “Seasoned Saints,” “Young and Contemparary,”
the kids worked it aut, “Sundsy's Best,” and "Greek Lowve.” "Hattitude” highlighted 5t.
1 dohn's enzzzy hats from all seasons,
for woman or men. The “Seasoned
Saints” scene was anby forthe fabu-
laus 50 and aver! “Young and Car-
2. temporamry” was forthe yaung flir-
‘P"- ty, and wibrant. The kids showed
) }-’ -~ out with their fun accessaorizs, ani
mated rumeay walks and poses.
“Sunday’'s Best" ended the show
with a bang! Bveryones had the
chance to waork their fanciest
“Sunday Best Outfit” to dose aut
an evening of style and empower-
ment! During the shaw, lacal wen-
dars such as Dubose Shoes B
Clothes, laann's Wariety Shop, Prine
cess Claset, and 81 Hame, Gift, and
f Glam set up shop! Owverall the

night wastruly asuccess

=

W hat this writer enjoyed the most
was seeing people feel pood about
themselves and BE themselves;
wiho they are and what they stand
for. Ewery model truly embraced
their ame: in the spotlight . God's
Light. Be encouraged . Always put
God and yourssffirst... Help some-
ane alang the way ... Do and wear
what makes you happy and may it
bein God's Image!
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Urban Strings Columbus Youth Orchestra Performed at St. John

URBAN STRINGS
o

2017 SOUTHERN TOUR

SO B
LN i i i

TTRWANT FRITHE

OEITLOHNSEEE TRLIE SRS 0F

Fegimald Peamon

The Urban 5trings Calumbus Youth Orchestra is a Cantral O Rio-based community yoauth
archestra of serious, talentsd, young musicians fromvanous public private, charter, and
suburban schoolsthroughout the metropolitan Columbus area. Urban Strings Columbus
perfoarmsamuli ciltural repertoire of great music ranging from classical, jazz; and gos
peltoa REEB and mawvie themes. On Saturday, June 24, 5t. lohn AME weas blessed ta hest
the Urban Stringsasthey celebrated their 10" anniversary with a Sauthern Tour.

The Master of Ceremenies forthe eveningwas the Reverend Eddie Roberts, Associate
Minister af New Salem Baptist Church, Columbus, O hio. He intreduced the conductar
and the beginning group, the Quarter Notes. The Urban 5trings Quarter Notes have at
least sk manthsof experience, whetherthat isin school, privately, arin another outside
ensemble. They perfarmed a “Black Heritage Mini-Pak: (Fanga, Follow the Drinking
Gaurd, and Git an Beard)” and “Two Bach Minuets”. Fallowingtheir performance, each
student introduced themseles and the audience learned the average age farthis group
wias 10 years old.

The next performers werethe UrbanStrings Half Motes. The Half Motes are the intermediate group. They typically have had at
least 1to 1z yearsof expenence playingtheirinstrument. They performed “Teleman”, a beaudTul rendition of "How Great is

|| Our God/Holy, Holy, Haly” and
ended with a "Classic Spiritual

Medley”,

Fimally, attendees exparianced
The Urban Sirings Premiere. They
B arethe maosttechnically advanced

b of the three groupswith at [east
twa ormore years of lessansar
perfarmingon their instruments.
Their pragram included “Joshua
Fit the Battle”, "Exped Yaur Mirs
de”, “Can't Nobody Da Me Like
Jesus”, “SayYes” and "Total
Praise”. Mr. Spotswood even
induded the audience far a spe-

B cial rendimon of “Wea Are Family”
by SisterSledge.

Thanks tothe generosity ofthose who ariended, 5t. John was ableto
give the Urban Strings a 51,000 lave aflering. The svening cencluded
with a spaghett dinner prepared by Mr, Phillip Pugh and his st aff.

What awonderful ame inthe Lord. The Urban 5trings are underthe di-
rectian af Mr. StephenSportswood and underthe guidance af their
founder, Ms._ Cathering T. Willis.

Extravagam genemsity and radical hospitality on display at 5t. Jahn !
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Tips for a Successful School Year: Start the Year on a Fositive Note
Bridget J. Floyd

Aupust is the maonth that most young people will sta or return to
school, Some report that they miss school and loak forward to return-
ing. Some ook forward to goingto school for the firs #me or afending
a new school Others indicate that they are anxious about starling.or
returning to scheol Therefare it is important for parents to assess
wheretheirchildiren) fall an the spectrum. The key is preparing for this
change [change can be stressful] so that children {and parents) have

clear expectafions and a planand reuting that @n inoease the comfart
lewel.

i ihe child |s gningto @ school for the first ame, it is good to have an arientation to the new school, 0ften
group orientamon occurs for kindergarteners or those transifoningta middle ar high school. If needed, the
parent ean sclhedulz an individual orientation in additton to the group arientatton or if the dchild just happens
to be changing ta a new schoal. The tourshould include the classroamis) that the child will frequent, the caf-
eteria, the offices ofthe school counselor, nurse, and principal. This would be helpful especially if the child is
anxious aboutthe new setting.

Think positive, Having a pasiive atbitude can increase the likelihoed of a positve outeome. |deally theyeung
person has a positive view: Starting school is exciting, is a new/positive phase of their life, etc.  Returningto
schopl means sesing friends regularly, leaming completng another grade, moving towards graduation, in-
volement in extracurdcular achivities. Ifthis is notthe view, parents should emphaszethe postive (after lis-
tening to-and validating the feslings of their children). i is normal to feel anxious or dread-a full schoal day
sfter having flexible days, but parents can help the less than enthusiastnec child, find the sikver lining of school,

Part of that fAesdibility is sleep schedule. 5o, two weeks before schoaal begins, children should be awakened
slightly earliar each day, so that they can groduaily transition to the school skeep/woke schedule. Childran
need at least eight hours of sleep. The poal should be ten haurs of sleep sothat the child is well-rested and
ready to lzarn.

A healthy breakfast Is important far good learning Proteinis an impernant part of 3 pood breakfast.
Fthe morning rouine is hecac plan te do a5 many things as possibile the night befare. This includes se-
lecting clothes, packing 2 lunch and/or book bag.

School js the child’'s work (Jass ond homeweork come first  Listeningin class, doing assignments in-a dilF
gent and fimely manner, studying even if there is no homewark, are all impertant: The best way to leam is
through active learning, This means learning incrementally and bullding on what was previously learned is
key. Comirng home and reviewing what was learned reinforces what was leamed and f this is done each day,
when test-oime arrives; there willbe no need for ‘cramming’, rather the student will essentially review asthey
have besn building their knowlsdge all along (achvely learning.

Prepore well for tests. Studying the material is key. The best test peformance and learning will occur with
achive learning. The Idea af ‘cremming fartests and then purgingthe inffomaton after the test, defeats the
purpose of education {afew students preferthisapproach). Addifonally, inthe higher prades, exams typically
reguire cumulative knowledge gained over the grading period or semester. |tis easierto review, build on ex-
isting knowledge, preavious |earning.

Prepore @ guiet areg and good surface for dong homework The routine should nvolve doing homework

v Mveed v e 1)
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Tips for a Successful School Year: Start the Year on a Fositive Note

Ili:ll.liiq

Bridget 1. Floyd

L il avate v Jaae J

1 first, and then recreational actiwities |deallythe student should start heme
I‘? wark afier a brief afterschoal break. Once hamework is completed then vid-
L L T en games, television, playing with friends should follow, K extracurricular ac-
W ) wyities or @ part ime job require a delay to homewaork, then the student
needs to immediately do the homeworkf/study as soon as possible. Video
games should be limited to twe hours madimum and having the weekends as
the primary me for these recreational achvities might be praferred/needad,

especially f hamewarktakes a good deal af Ame,

A few students prefertofcan do homewsrk with music as “white noise”, as it

“wiere. Ifthis works for the student (grades are good indicators), thenthere is

no prablem (as lang asit does not disturk another student who needs a quiet wark environment). [Rapping,
singing, dancing, playingair guitar might suggest that musicis not conduchve to total focus onthe work.]

Checking the homeswork ossignments & the responsibility of the student with gudaonce / support of the par-
ent, depending on the oge of the student. Bven high school students should have the support of parents to
know that the woark was adually completed as assipned. If the assignments are online, both the student and
parents should hawve the access code. Bwen if the assinments are onling, it might be helpfulto have a planner
to record assignments and keep hard copy assignments in one place to make turning in assignments easier,
Farznts may make contact with the teacher {at the first open house or before school beging to set up e-mail
communicalion or phone @lls during @ planning periad, in orderto directly communicate regarding assign-
ments, apions fartutoring ways that the parents @n-augment what the teacher does durning the school day.
If neaded, the teacher and parents can initial the planner / list of assignments, to verify that the student accu-
rately recorded, completed, and submitied the assignments.

Hove o bedtime routine At |east one hour (ideally two hours) before bedwme, there should be no wideno
games, axciting television programs or movies. The lights and sound should be lewered in the househald in
order to-aveid oversimulaiion that might imterfere with sleep. The blue light emitted from electronic devices

(even LED alarm clocks) caninterfers with sleep. Forthose whoneed light.or sound to goto sleep, it should be
on afmer, becausethe very thingthat aidsthe persan in poing to sleep, will Interfere with sleep gquality. For

yvoung children, having an hour that includes bath Wme and bedyme story can have a calming effect after a
stressful day at schoal Mwork” and prepare them forthe next day.

Froise and incentives are important for reinfordng pood behavioral and academic pedfomiance in schosl. In
addion ta learning, students will do well to fallow schoel rules and show respect forteachers. Teackers send
home behavioral charts that are another sign of success "on the job". Although theyoung student might get a
treat from the classroom “treasure chest” ar eam rewards at school, incenwves should be in place at home as
well.

Be gware gnd sansiove to bulfping and/or “droma®  Students ofien are thrilled to reconnect with school
friends as the schoolyear begins. Guidingthem in negowawng social interactons/pesr dy namics is impartant.
They may need help in same challenging situatons. Help them to be sensiive to those who may be bullisd,
deal with bullizs themsehles, and avoid “drama” and peer pressure which can detract fram school enjeymeant
andthe capacity to focussufficiently on acade mics.

HAVE A GREAT SCHOOL YEAR Y
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2017

The lessan reviews werewritien by Kenneth Parham.

Auzust s, 2017

Lesson Title: Called to Witness

Lesson Seripture: Acts 1 6, T

Print: Acts 6:1-8

Bevetional Songs: #2211, #272, and £243

Key Verse: “Wherefare, brethren, ook ¥ aut among you
seven men of hanest repart, full af the Haoly Ghast and wis
dom, whom we may appoint overthis business.” [Ads 63).

This lesson documents the growing pains af the early
church, t becomesapparent that sven thoughthe Apastler
primary mission wag to spiritually grow the church, the
apostlzs were forced to deal with the social condinons of
the mmmunity. The spostles were faced with the chak
lenge af ensuring fairness when it came ta distributing
food, The Hellenlsts were complaining that the disciples
were showing feworimsm towards the Hebrew widows and
allewing the Hellenists' widows te starve.

The disciples disoissed the need for gssistance if theirtrue
mission were to be accomplished. The discples asked the
cammunity to identfy seven men of good standing, wise
and full af the Spirit te ensure the widows would be fairly
treated. The disciples could then devots their ime in pray-
er and spreadingthe gospel.

This lessan is relevant in today's @me in that, it describas
that the |eaders werewilling to confrant the problem of not
having enough able bodies to copewith many issues of the
church/community. The approach taken by the apostles
wias to assess the need of the community, idenafy talents
amangst those undertheircharge and then to match those
with talents to-an assigned task {alongwith accountability).
This approach, demoenstrated in this lesson, should be the
framewnrk of any organeaton wishingto succeed.

August 13, 2017

Lesson Called ta Break Down Barriers

Lessan Seripture: Acs 8

Print: Acts 8:26-39

Devotional Songs: #3590, #3211, and #2343

Key Verse: "Then Philip opened his-mouth, and began at
the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus® (Ads
8:35),

In this lesson, the reader is presenied a scenario whers
God's plan of spreading salvation [Acts 1:8) to a foreign na-

fon was manifasted with the assistance of the Holy Spirit,
His word and unbeknownst teio willing men, Fhillip and the
Ethiopian eunuch, beth having just |eft Jerusalem afterwor-

shipping

The spirit led Phillipto |eawe Jerusalem and to travel along a
wildemess road. Onthis road Phillip encountered a chariot.
The chariot’'s occupant was an Ethiopian eunuch (an official
ti the Queen of Ethiopia). The spirit led Phillip to approach
the chariot where he found the occupant reading the words
of Isaigh. Phillip asked if the sunuch understood what he
was reading and the sunuch indicated with dificulty and
invited Phillip to assist him in understanding the words,
Phillip explained that the words of |saiah was a faretelling
of ane (2 sheep) who would pay the ulimate price (his life)
forthe sins of man without uttering a single word. The eu-
nuch wondered who this man was {lsziah or someone else)
and with that inwitanon, Philllp explained using the scrip-
turesthe good news about Jesus. We read that asthe char-
iot traveled along they passed a body of water and the su-
nuch wanted to know what it took to be bapbzed. FPhillip
responded that if one believes with all of one's heart you
may, and with that confession, the sunuch was saved and
wias baptized. The lesson ends by Indicatng that immedi-
ately affer the eunuch came out ef the water, Phillip was
gone.

The AMEL |essan summary indicates how the sunuch, as a
symbalic barrier (having both a gesgraphical and ethnic
background different than the Jews), allows God's role in
evangelism to be observed and that we take from this |es-
sonan apportunity to examineg and 355855 OUr WA COMMmit-
ments 1o evangelism. And we are |eft with the faith that
God used the sunuch in spreading the word onece he re-
turned to Ethiopia.

Bugust 20, 2017

Lesson Title: Called te Preach

Lesson Scrpture; Acts 9:1-31

Print: Acts 3:10-20

Bevetional Sengs: 877 F258; and #24-3

Key Verses; "Thers was a3 cerain discple at Damascus,
named Ananias; and to him saidthe Lord ina vision, Anani-
as.And he said, Behald, | am here, Lord” (Acs 3100

In this lessan, we encounter a spirtual echange between
Ananias and Jesusin avision. Jesus first called Ananiasfor
service and Ananias answered “Here | am Lord.” Jesus then

St i and o e i)
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Church School Lesson Overview

M AR B R S )

instructed Ananiasto po to the house of Judas and to seek out
Saulwhere he awaits. There Ananias wasto lay hands an Saul
in arder that Saul may regain his sight. Ananias knowing af
Saul asked Jesus if He meant the same Saudl whe had authority
to persecute those spreading the pospel. lesus anserered that
it i5indeed 5aul and that He planned to use Saul to spread the
gospel to the genfiles, kings and to the people of lsrael. Upan
awakening fram the wision, an obediemt Ananias sought out
Saul and indicated that Jesus, wha 5aul met on the mwad ta
Damascus, had sent him to lay hands on Saul so that Saul
would regain hissight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Saul
immediately regained his sight and was baphzed. S5aul cams
aut af the water as Paul and immediatzly began to proclaim
Jzeusinthe synagogues, saying,” He isthe Son of Gad.”

The Life Application Study Bikle commentary en the lgssan’'s
scripture indicates that " __we must not put limits an Goed. He
can da anything and we must be willing to obey God's calling,
as demaonstrated by Ananias, =ven § we enmunter dificub
peaple or places. God calls us to commitment and net cam-
fort.” And, like Paul, as new comerts, we can immediately
share our personal comversions based an God's love, prace
and mearoy.

August 27, 2017

Lessan Title: Called te be Ineluswa

Lessan Seripture: Acts 10

Print: Acs 10:19-33

Tentatve Devetienal Songs: #412; §251; and F243

Key Verse: “[Peter] sald urtothem, ¥e know howthat itisan
unlawful thingfora man that is a Jewto keep compamy, ar
come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me
that | should not call amy man common arunclean” [Ads
10:28).

This lesson opens with Peter.as hewasthinking about a wision
that lie had seen =arlier where God placzd all zorts of animals
before Peterto eat. Petec'sresponce wasthat he did not eat
anything unclean and God humbled Feter by ssyingio Feter
that amything the Lord makes is clean fverses 10-16), Peter
was then visited by the spirit and was informed that thers
wiers thres men searching for Peierand that he should go-and
meet tham. Obedizntly, Peter faund tha men and asked how
he could be of assistance. The men informed Peter that they
wiere sent by Cornzlius of Cazsarea (Roman occupied territo-
ryl, They indicated that Cornelius, & God-fzarnng gentile, was
visited by an angel and the angel told Cornelius to bring Peter
te his home so that he might hearwhat Peter had ta say. Pe-

Women to Attend
“Saved in the City Conference”

are inwited tm atkend
‘the “Saved in the Gty
Conference.” This con-
ference will prowvide
#safe  platiorms  far
women 1o learn, grow,
share through

- ;; small groups;  fellow-
> ships and outreach pm-

R JCF
AVED IN THE CITY
Ci-FERENCE

nursing  homes,

munity agences and
gven owerseas missions. Theweeksnd will Tnclude pewerful
worship experiences, group sessians, as well as beauty and
health seminars. Child care services will be-available.

cam-

This year's conference will be held August 17-1%;, 2017 =t
Trinity United Methodist Church, BGF Airpert Read SE,
Huntseille, - Alabama.  Aftendees can  register  at
www . savedinthecityconfarence.com. You may also contact
theSt. John affice for mare infarmaton.

ter arrived at Cornelus’ hams, where he was recelved with
waorshipful reverence. Pater ashed Cornelius to treat him as
any other man. Peter then indicated that custems between
the two natonaliees would shun thelr meeang but Peter
indicated that he saw neither profang nor undean. He then
asked his host why he was summaoaned. Carnelivg ndicated
that he had been visited by an angel and the angel requestad
that he send for Peter in order that he (Cornelius and his
housahold) may hear what God had commanded Peterto
5pealk.

The Life Aoplicotion Study Bills commentary indicates that
“_the barrigrtothe spread of the Gospel 0 the frs century
wias the lewish-Gentle conflict. Maost of the first belizvers to
the Gospelwere Jews, and to them it was scandalous evento
think of associgangwith Gepules But God told Peteriotake
the Gospel te 3@ Raman, and Peter obeyed despite his back-
graund and personal feelings.” Using the vision, noted in
werses 10-16, God made it clearthat the Gaod N ews of Christ
I for sveryone. We should not allow barners — languags,
culture, class status, grography, or-educaion —to keep us
fram telling othersabowt Chrst. The Gaspelis allincusie.
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AARL Diay Birmingtam, AkEma

PRAYER for the MONTH - Dear God, thank you foryourtender merdes. We are grateful for each new day. AMEN

Scripture for the Month— Because of the LORD's great lovewe are not consumed, far his compassions never fail.
-Lamentations 3:22
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5t. John AME Churzh 1

; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hurrz dile oom

e s ite - st hina me- fev g

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Olier alen, Ir, Pesding Eder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

July 24-27, 2017 Christian Education Cangress; Troy, Alabama

August 5, 2017 5BHB Harvest Home. 5t. John- Huntsville

August 19, 2017 Chureh Pienic

August 20,2017 Pastor's Appreciation, 10000 a2.m.

August 27, 2017 AAMU Day

August 29—September 2 Bth Session of the Nerthwest Alabama Annual Canference

Daniel Payne Legacy Village
1500 Daniel Payne Dirive, Birmingham, Alabama

Please note that there will ba ane waorship servica
each Sunday through the end of August.

. teRirner
B o P £:45 a.m. Church School
10:00 a.m. Worship

Thaot if pouw confess with your mauth, *“fesusisLlord, ¥ and belizve in your heart

LHANE that God roised him from the dead, you will be soved Romans 10:3
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Understanding Your Scars
Sermon by the Reverend Maurice Wright Il
Servant Pastor, 5t. John AME Church

B.Johrson

The Fifth Episcopal District af the Christan Methaodist Episcapal (CME) Church celebrated its 20017 Annual Conference in
Hunisville duringthe second week of July, The Reverend Maurice Wright |l, Servant Pastor af 5t. lohn AME Church, was the

guest preacher for the opening service an Tuesday, July 117 It was an impressive
|

" celshration beginning withthe procession of the bishops into the baliroom, turned
sanctuary, The service proceaded as most usual worship serviceswith the opening

hymn, prayer, scripture, songs af praise, a weliome and an offering. Preparaton
wias made for the deliwvery of the woerd by the Presiding Prelate, Bishap Teresa
leflersonSnorton. Bishop Jefferson-Snorton elogquently introduced the Reverend
Wright.

The Rewerend Wright teokic the podium: and greeted the bady in the tradiftonal

AME way, extending greetings from The Right Reverend Harry L Seawright, Presid-

- ing Prelate ofthe 9" Episcopal District, the Reverend Oliver Allen, Presiding Elder,

| South Birmingham-Huntsville Bessemer District, the officers and members of 5t.
dohn and First Lady, the Reverend Jaretha Wright.

After praying, the Reverend Wright led with scnpture from Galatans 6:17, “From
now an, |2t no one cause me trouble, for | bear on my body the marks of Jesus.
The sermon was entitled, "Understanding Your Scors, " He laid out farthe worship-
pers 3 pictorial view of Paul and the challenges heendured as a messengar for Je-
sus Christ. As usual, the Reverend Wright drew the audience in by sharing experi-
gnces regarding sars ta which all could relate; the scars, seen and unseezn, The
The Revemud Manike Wight Il SerantPaswr  coar received after childhood shenanigans. Scars unseen by failed relationships
f:'.{;::r':':':E t;:r;?:t;;!::nﬂ;im;::: and missed nppnrtun'rl.'es_. He stated that, “our scars tell the story of what we've
Disnict of the Chrgtan Methodst Episcopal been through. As Christans we need to thank God for our scars, for our scars
Church show that we've been through something and survived.” He went further 1o ex-
plain the scars received by Paul in his journey 1o preach thewoard of God. Paul
had atreubled past. He was an enemy of the church. He did not even believe in Chris@anity unfl that ane faithful inddent an
the Damasous Road: The Lord asked him, “Why are you perseculing me?” Afier beingwith Jesus, Paul became a Chrishan;
wirote maore |etters, preached o more people and traveled extensively spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ, more than any
other apostle. But the peaple away s questoned Faul regarding his past. And just like Paul, “we will neverbe able to mpvince
everyore aboaut whe we are.” But Paul persisted in preachingthe gospel, even after being bzaten, stoned, and persecuted. He
eamed his scars, They were proaf af his faithfulness whan he stated, "Because | bearin my body the works af Jesus”

The Reverend Wright left everyone with three paints to ponder regarding scars. First of all, scars remind people that they

L ra e oo g )




Saint John AME Mass Choir Sings for
Indian Creek P.B. Church Revival

Charlsie. B oo ks

On Monday, July 17, 2007 &t 7:00 p.m. 51, John had anotherreasan to sing. They love to singio God. “Sing praises to God,
SiNE praises; sing praisesto our King, sing praises.” 2 Chronicles 20:14-22 reminds them that He is always worthy af praise,
and they want te praise Him more and mare.

Under the leadership of the dynamic Musicand Christtan Arts Director, Mr. Beginald Pearsan, 5t.John’'s Mass Choir delivered
beaulful music at the Indian Creek P.B. Church Annual Revival. The Reverend Timothy M. Rainey isthe pastor and the guest
revivalist was the Reverend Dr. Timethy J, Woads.

The chaoir delivered “Want to Praise You" as the opening seledion. Afier scripture and prayer by the church ministry, the
Rewverend Rainey reminded us that this revival was forthose Christians of one hundred years as well as the new Chrisiian.
Weare all glad to bie here to offer Him praise.

The choirthen presented, "God's Got @ Blessing” and "He Keeps On Blessing Me.® The sermonic selechon was "Hawe You
Heard", These selecionswere uplifiing forthe congregation jaining In the praise and warship.

Rewerend Woods sermanwas fraom Ephesians 1:1-7, Topic: "Hme 1o Recagniee aHealthy Church, He statedthatthe healh
cancems of today's people can be avoided, treated and cured. He contnued, “Befarethe church dies due to unfitness, they
must get things back in arder”, YWe must become richin Chrishan goodness. Paultells usinthis letier that we should walk
worthy and act aswe should, (1) We must seek unity. The Lard wants us on one accord. We should be marked in harmony.
(2 Seekihe Lord. Paiently put up with each ather, work hard at @ — again and again, He conWnued, “Fingers alang don't
do much, but topetherthey make afist?” {3 A healthy church is diverse, we must not devalue others. V.7 In conclusion, he
stated that-a healthy churdyis maved by unity, diversity, and sup poriive mnistries,

The doors of the church were spened as the choir deliwered, “"Great Ged, Great Yision.” The Reverend YWoods ended with
prayerthat a "Healthy Church” servethe peopleand be all God wants it to be. The Benediction wasto be delivered upon the
closingon Thursday gvening,

Understanding Your Scars

B. lohrsan

i enmbimiasa WA faiee |

have beenthrough stufl. “Every ime | said ves, tothe Lord, | had to go through semething. | have the scarste prove it.” Scars
helpto tellthe stary of what one has been through, The pood news isthey have come through. Secandly, scars remind ane
that they survived. S@rs remind them that they are sall here_ lames said it beast, *| count it all jay.” And | survived to tell the
story, Betrler yet, it was Gloria Gaynor who said, "At first | was afraid | was petrified, Kept thinking | could never live without
you by my side, And | learned howto get along! 've got all my |ife ta lve. 've got all my love 1o give. And Il survive. | weill sur-
wive, ey, hey! Thirdk, aur scars remind us of Gad's ability te heal us. Ourscrs remind us of who we belong to. The scars we
hawve are atesamomy that we want more out of life.

The Rewerend Wrght closed with the statement, “If you want mare—it's goingto cost you samething” You cannot enjoy the
rese without dealing with the tharns. Ma cross, no crown. 5o glad the God | serveis inthe kealing business. The scars we ac-
quire, He can heal. Isaiah 53:5 reminds balieversthat, "He was wounded for ourtransgressions, He was bruised for our inigui-
wes; the chasasement for sur peace was upon Him, And by His siripeswe are healed.” He concluded by saying to not worry
about the scars. Be proud af the sarsforthey are proof that you have survived.

The message, Undersmnding Yaur Scors, was enthusiastically received by the congregatian,

Sppust AT Fape 2



Initial Sermon is a New Beginning for Sister Latimore
Ch ki Bmelks

“The Preacher sought to find aut acceptable Wards, andthat which was writen uprightly, even, Wards of Trust.”
- Ecelesiastes 12:10 ASY

On Thursday evening, July 20, 2017, Sister Karmen Labimore delivered her inmal ser-
man before the congregelion of her beloved church, 5t. John AM.E, Church. Sister
Laimore was barn July 2, 1987 in Atlanta, Geergia. Sheisthe second of three daugh-
Iters barnio Ms Connie B, Laimore, After high school praduawon in 200%, she moved
 to Huntsville to attend Alabama A & M Uniiersity where she studied biology with a
focus in healthcare and nursing. She is airrently enmlled at Deke 5tate Community
and Techniczl Callege as a nursing student and will receive her Assodates af Nursing
- Degres inthe summer of 2019, Sister Lamore is currently employed a5 a Health Wnit
o 4 Assistant at Huntsville Hospital.

The Wednesday eveningservice legan with musicfrom the dyrnamic5t. John Praise Team. Afier prayer and scApture, Pastor
Wright welcomed those who were thers to support and encourage the preacher. He slso welcomed visiing minister, the
Reverend Deborah Peppers. He cntinued with words of encouragement for Sister Laimaore. He shared that he was sall
nervous sfter preachingfortewenty years. He said “She needs our prayers that she won't disappoint Ged.” He prayed for her
strength and that the Holy Spirit would descend upon her.

After the Praise Team and mngregation sang, "Mone Like You®, Sister Lawmore began her message. 5 he acknowledpged P as
tor Wright and ministers and extended thanksto all for their presence. She began by singing "l Meed Thee Bvery Haur” and
offering prayer. Her sermon testwas from Genesis 22:1-9 and was entitled “"Meest Me at the Altar”.

She bagan, "How many of us do as God asks'usto do? From theScripture, Abraham |gaves his servant, ashamed to tell him
wihat heis goingto do. Aslsaac questons why, Abraham presses on, “Where isthe lamb ofiering, his son ashks?" [saac sens-
gssomethingis wmng We all ask guestions when fear overconies us. Abraham presses on and proclaims, God will provide.
And He did. Kammen continued as she stated that we miss aur promises because we all have our alternate aplions. There
were many imeswhen she herself has lost her foos and God has kept her through her fear and anger. After an apisode
here atthe church during a meetng, Karmen said shestarmed from the mesfng and wenttothe sanctuarytofind the altar,
Friends came to find her there. Her Heavenly Fatherwas already there wamng far her. Through her doubt, she pursued Him
and knelt at the Altar. She emphaticlly stated that she was so glad she made herwayta meet Him there., Church, please,
lopk for Him at the altar. He'swating foryauthere.

Pastor Wright opened the doorsefthe church, and encouraged Karmen

to mave on. Hethen presented herwith three essem@ials to accampany

heran herjourney in ministey: The Bible, The AME Discipline, The AME
Hymnal and & small sapend for support. The Reversnd Wright pressed
upon Karente never let these leave her side as she beagins her journey in
the Ministry, He told her that she could -akesys depend an him and
rmare importantly rely onthe lord lesus Christ.:

A Church Conference was comvened where it was motoned; secanded
and woted that Sister Karman Nicole Latimare be referred ta the Quar-
8 terly Conference far license ta preach,

Afterthe Benedicnon Sister Latimore was warmby gregted by church family and friends.
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Presiding Elder Allen Holds Fourth [Final) Quarterly Conference:

Prelude to Retirement in September
Bridget J. Fleyd

Presiding Elder 0 liver Allen, Jr, met with the members of 5t. John's
Quarterly Conference an Wednesday, August 2, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.
This wias his final scheduled Quarterly Conference with 5t. John prior
to his scheduled retirement on September 2, 2017, The Presiding
Elder indicated that he might serve inthe interim as needed subse-
guent te that fime.

Pastor Wright presented Presiding Elder Allen who in turn gave

“greetings” and offersd words of encouragement to the ministers

and licer ates in arendance. He expressed that it was an honoer to

serve and that his offical rerement date isSeptember 2. He an-

Hoipates membership at 5t. lahn after his affidal respansibilines

end. He indicated that he is looking forward to retirement. He hu-
morously referred ta holding the Quarterdy Confersnce on a "holiday”; that'is, his seventy-second birthday.

Presiding Elder Allen began hiswords of encouragement by first thanking those inthe ministey and licenfates “for accepiing
the @l and for suppomng 5t. John. He stated, "We are praying
foryou” and urged them to “cominue to preach and teach_lkeep
tellingthe stary”. He went on to say, | encourage you o stay
wilth the ministry, stay with your pastar_help himto do what the
Lard would lave him do_share your vision with the Pastar”. He
follewed this by telling the members in afendance that they
have acharge tosuppar the ministry and the ministers. He gave
accoladesto Pastor Wright and neted his close ceordinaion with

- the Presiding Elder ower this Conferance Year (as the Presiding
Elder has requested of all pastors who report to himj. As the
business of the quarterly cmnference was mmpleted, the Presid-
ing Elder began his “closing remarks” by corftinuing to praise Pas-
ior Wright and thamked him “far-ajob well deng”, The members

El erallenadd ress . : h
ofthe Quarterly Conference responded with a standing ovation.

Fresiding Elder Allen stated that hewill recommend that Pastor Wnght return as pastar of 5t. lohn, Huntsville. It should be
noted that each repor during the Quarterly Conference conduded with thiswery request afthe Elder.

Closing remarks continued with Presiding Elder Allen gwving special recognition:io the Reverend Charles Glover who hasas
sisted the Elder in many ways during histenure. The Presiding Elder canfttnued his clasing remarks by stafing that “li's been
3 good nine years” as presiding elder. He noted that he has enjoyed telling peaple about Jesus which he deemed the high-
light of ks e mthe ministry and serving in bis current role: Heinfoermed the membersthat all are to lead peaple to Christ:

“Byerybody is supposedto lead somebody ta Christ” (not just the clergy).

Presiding Elder Allen returned to praise for Pastar Wright and highlighted his maturity and capacity to pray and be led by
Christas heministersto the people and the dvallenges that pastoring can bring.

Hisfinal acion before adjeurnment was to present Pastor Wright with his first check/donation as a member of 5t. John AME,
Huntswille his anticipated role afier retirement as Presiding Elder].

St.Johnisindeed appreciative of Presiding Elder Allen and Mrs. Allen, and look farward to hisnew role 3t 5t. John and Mrs.
Allen’scantnued imdalvement in the ministries af3t. John.
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Presiding Elder Cliver Allen and Mrs. Allen Celebrated
at Harvest Home Meeting

Foz=fyne Akin=s

Surrounded by theirfamily and frisnds,
Fresiding Elder Oliwer Allen and Mrs.
Mary Allen were celebrated by the
South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer
District at the Harvest Home meehng.
The refement reception was held at
the Huntsville Board of Reakors immedi
ately following the Harrest Home busk
ness-and woership service, Members and
pastarsfrem across the District camato
acknowledge Presiding Elder Allen’s gx-
cephiional dedicaion and |leadership. 5t
Jahn AME Church in Huntsville was hor-
ored to host the celebration. Elder Allen
and Mrs. Allen are very special to:5t John
because they are alsm members. Live
music was provided by 5t lohn AME
e Church music ministry. Elder Allen and
Mrs:Allen were honored by several indi
vidual members and churches, and gifis
| were given as takens of apprecisiion for
S their service. The president of Alabama
AZM University, Dr. Andrew Hugine, and
Mrs. Hugine preserted Elder Allen and
Mrs Allen with a plague commemarafing
their exceptional service and dedicalon.
Final remarks were giwven by Elder Allen
and Mrs. Allen to thank the South Bir-
mingham Huntsville Bessemer District for
their expressions of love and suppoer during their ning years of service. Elder Allen and Mrs. Allen's youngest daughter
thanked the Distrit on behalf of their entire famiby.

5t. John thanks Elder Allen and Mrs. Allen far ning years of spirit-filled, dedicated service ta the South Birmingham Huntsville
Bessemer District-and to the Minth Episcopal strct. They leave the Allens with these words, "The Work /s oif Dfvine! ™
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St. John Missionaries Are on the Move
Chorisie Brooks

The Women's Missionary Society ((WMS) af 5t. John has sxploded with visions and missions far this year, underthe leadar-
ship of WMS President Lorraine Parham and YPD Director Ms. Donnie Thompson, During the manth of June, with the sup-
port of 5t. John members, the WMS donated sixy sets of new twin bed sheets far Harris Home far Children, Each child cur
rently liwingin this foster residence can lie down an new prsane sheets, New pillows and laundry baskets were-also donat-
ed, Underthe leadership of Pastar Maurice Wright, || additonal fundswere raised to keep this as-an an-going prajed.

Many of the thirty-three members of the WM joined in serving a luncheon meal & the Downtown Rescue Mission. They
lifted sangs to the residents as they were served. The Missionaries were blessed with many pasive remarks about the faod
service and espedally the hymns that they shared.

Ornthe lastSunday ef Julythe WMS sponsored a5Sunday Socal as an outreach effortto imvite new membersto join thisawik
iary of the church. The program, along with decorations, was beaunful and well received, Eight beautful ladies asked to be
added tathe ranks asMissionaries. Thank God fartheincrease.

The above pi tures ae from t e WS Soc @l thet was held atersernie onthe 5ih S onday

The¥PD Director, Ms. Thompsan, and thewoanderful yeuth of 5t. Jahn have had two outstanding meshngs where planning
and fellowship were the focus. This group is growing; the WMS is escited that they amre activated and ready to begin a new
conference year, We Love Our Youth!?

The WMS meets the fourth Saturday of each month at 10 a.m., Unless otherwise announced.

AME Proud

I Thie Urited States Pastal Sarvice will withdraw Weekly Bible Study
the Richard Allen 5tamp w@n SEFTEMBER

Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Stampsand colledible items &t retail outlets will
be sent back to the USPS Storage facility in Kan- Pastor Wright leads Bible Study each Wednesday st noon
sas City, Missourl for disposal. Yeu may pur- and 6 pm (unless atherwise noted onthe church clendar)
chase stamps at the local post office ifthey o]l have them in
stock. Stamps iy be ordersd anline at
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Bedding Donated for Harris Home

Lo rmine Parlkam

In the state of Alabama owver 5,500 dhildren have been
placed in out-of-home fadliiies, befler know as foster care.
The children in foster care have been removed fram their
hames as a result of abuse, neglect, ar their parent’s inabik
ity to keepthem safe. Children in this situation are emofon-
ally fragile and in nesd of & safe, dean, nururing enviran-
ment.

5t. lohn's neighbor, Harris Hame for Children, provides such
an envimnment. Founded in 1554 this foster care fadlity
currently serves - as -a safe haven for 15 voung peaple, pri
marily boys, betweesn the ages of 11 and 15,

When the Women's Missionary Sodety [WMS) reached out
to Harris Heme they were advised that boys are parficularly
mugh an bedding and the need far new linen was immedk
ate. During the month of June, in & EMpaign spearheaded
by the WMS, a il went out to the 5t John family to assist
the Harmis Home and THE RESPONSE WAS OWVERWHELMING!
On Juby 2, 2017, 5t. lohn gifted 60 sets of new bed sheets,
pilloves and laundry baskets te Harris Home. The gifts wers
recelved with gratitude by Mr. Babawale Adepoju af Harris
Home during the worship service, Thmugh the efforts of
Servant Leader Pastor Maurice Wrght |, mere than 55900
wias also collected and will be used at a later date.

Thank you Pastor Wright and 51, John Family faryour extrav-
agant generosity and for being 3 "bood Nelghbor®

Online Giving Options

PayPal Givel

Charkie Bios b

SERVING GOD

ﬂmm&::&g@mmum@&rmﬂ,m &
blessed of my Fother, nherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundatian of the word: for | wes hungry, ond ye gaie me 1o zaf, |
uﬂm:nm im‘;: o me drink, [ was o strongey; and ye took rme
In; maked, ond e clothed me; | was sick, and ye visited me | was in
mmmipmmwmmﬂmmum

‘and took thes in? ﬂﬂdiﬂe&mwﬂunﬂmmpﬁiﬂn and

&mﬂﬂﬁrﬁﬁaﬂnﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂg mmmw«mmﬁ e
wwmm:mmm# Nkupmmmmm

12n, evanthe least, pe did it unto me. " Motthew 25:34-50

'Consider thess qug;h::m; "hﬂurmugmﬂﬂﬁz spent on-

b &n ihurfmrllr? Are youl rMnrtn PUMTUE ynur gwn inters

‘estx prosuccess? © Thase aims en be ﬁrﬂla'm! ‘withaut

|:|f|:|=g value Hnﬂgﬁ “the. underi;vlr-rg goal’ Is to, :um& Christ,
.Iud:n‘ﬁﬂnws:huulnt rr'rﬁdtl their lves iﬁﬂ' Fﬁ';.

When one considers servants wha amazingly served God, |lke

-E{r';gnaﬂﬂ_ or Mh&ﬁnnmiﬁﬁupﬁﬁs wihe :ﬁulr‘ru thou-

#‘HH!. haw could anything they do compara to these mighty
seryants. Hﬂw.tni-ﬂﬂ anythingthey do compare with accom-
puiﬁmrmsmmhm?

Gad's call far each persan s unique. He will pravide the situ-

ﬂ'im,, wards, and ability ﬁ"ikﬁt‘f'lhrr *-':l"l*l achieve !'Hhﬁ He

wants done. Ask Hirm iF service in the St Jahn Kitchen Minis-

Ty s umrfnrmu make a3 ﬂ}mle:L LnT. Hh-rr direct you

1.3 aringministry where you can serve yaur- pumu taday.

The fonthiy Soup nchen Ministry serves an the 3 and 4"
ey atisan manth Jain s

“We ar= merely tanls, and we're glad ta b used by Him
- Unknaun
Coming soon.....
‘Get R=ady! Get Ready! Get Ready!
“Growing children [n Christ ls our goal

Children’s Church Launch Date
September 10, 2017
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St. John AME Church

Salutes Graduates and Retirees
Jeanette o res

Annually, 5t. John remegnizes-church family members who have made significant achievements or reached signficant mile-
siones in their Ives.

2017 High School Graduates

Collin Adkins, sonof Bobby and Kay Atkins graduated from lames Clem-
gns HighSchool, was honored withthe Madison Ciy Schoal "Seal af Ac-
demic Distincion.” A Merit Schaolar, Collin completed an intemship with
Avion Solunon. A scholar-athlete, Callin has been accepted at Bagley
School of Engineering, Mississippi State University, where he plans to
majar in Aerospace Engineeringwith aminor in Mechanical Engineering.

Talese Alexandria Cox, daughter of Vicoria Janae MDowell and Talbert
Cox, graduated fram Columbia Internatonal Baccalaureate Hiph School
in May, She received a 4year Merit Scholarship from Alabama A B M
i, University where she plans to pursue a degree in Biochemistry/ Food
Tak _. _l'.:ﬂﬂfl#ii-ll-':i_'_ill?ir\'ﬂ'l'ﬁl._i_._lld \=zie wughs Technolapy and Minor in Piano pedagogy.
Lessie Ywette Wright, daughter of Servant Pastor Maurice Wright and the Reverend Joretha Wright, Executive Pastor, graduat-
ed fram Huntsville High Schaoolin M ay. Lessie plans to continue her educafion while pursuing her lifelong dream of establish-
ing her own busingss.

Undergraduate and Graduate Degrees

Family Murse Practtioner fram Chamberlain Callege af Hursing. She is
currently a registered nurse at the Madisan County Detenton Center
She has one son, Daniel Haygoad.

fﬂﬂﬂ]yn Akines received the Master of Science degree in Mursing,

LaCandria Bryant, a native af Birmingham, Alabama, received a Bache-
lor's Degree in Government Finance and Contracts at UAH in 2007 and
a2 Bachelar's degree in Acquisiion Managemeant. She received a Mas
ter of Business Administration (MBA) in Acquisitions from Straver Uni
= wersity in Orlando, Flarida. She is @ Depariment of Defense Conmtract

- Specialist and plans te cominue her academic studies farthe dodoral
Eaz bym Shines fanel Wiksmm; Pasie Wi ight, and Fe by Wikana degree.

Alesia Ginn, daughter of Guy Ginn, mmpleted dual degrees. aB.5. In
Industrial Management and M5, in Technical Management, from Mercer Unversity in Maomn, Georgia, in W ay,

Dion Anthamy Mack, Ir. received the Master of Science Degree fram Alabama AEM University in May with-a major in Food 5d-
encef Microbiolopy.

Meazan Speight, daughter af Terry and CoraSpeight; received her Master of Business Administrat’on fram Harvard Business
School. She will be warking for Empyrean Capital Partners, an event-driven Special Situation Hedge Fund based in Mew Yark
City.

JILFay Aend e e
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St. John AME Church

Salutes Graduates and Retirees

leanetiz o nes
fl ks bread Jadee M)

Sammie Walton earned a Master of Science degree in Logistical Supply Chain M anagement fram Emby Riddle Asranautcal
Unmersity, Heis married to Deidre and they have one san, Timoethy,

nel Williams graduated with her Master af Business Administraon from Grand Camyon University Aprl 2017, She is the
mother af lared and Janise Burns,

Kelsey Wilsan, daughter of Yonda James and Charles Wilsan, is a native of Tus@mloosa, Alabama. She received her BA degree
in Psychology fram Stillman College and just completed the requirements for her Master' s degree fram Alabama A&M Unpver-
sity in. Psychelopy and Counseling, She plansto pursue a Dectorate ef Marriage Family Therapy.

Deoctoral Graduate

Wesley Daniel Sims received the B.5. in Physics from Morehouse College; M.5. in Engineering Management fram LAB; and in
May hereceived the Ph.D.fram Alabama ARM University in Applied Physics, with a Concentration in Opfics, Currently Wesley
isa Postdoctaral Fellow at Morehouse College. He joined5t. lahn while a praduate student as an aftiliated memberand served

diligently on the Usher Beard. Wesley wanted to let everyane know how much he appredated the members af 5t. Jlahn AME
Chureh.

Congratulatans to these graduates! Prayfor their suscess as they mowve to the next phases of their ives,

2017 Retirees

ThE years retirees are vo stRAgers o the community aml ae active mem
bes of our church family. These Bdes am emgaged in a namber of oganiea-
tions and aux ilares via |l ot he o peation of the charch,

Lowraine Parham retired after 32 years of Ciilian Sersice with the Depart-

mentof Defense. She sered as Diee tor of Contmcts for the Deferse Con

trct Marspement gency in Humtsyille, Abkbama, She led 3 team of 70 Co-

hiort s pacialEt suppo rtieg approdimate y 500 defense contracts in post award

performane of over & 000 contRcts valued ipexcess of %53 bilion dofars.

She has moebed numerows avards from the Departrrentof Defe e, Inadd

tion,she |=s kel positors at lLavsonSEte Commun ity College Develop ment

- _. = I — office, the State of AEbarma. Employment Servicesand e part ment of Com
 PummaWiigna ml esies Lo s Paem merce, Minority Business Develbpment Canter, Ms. Parbam eamed the BS
from Miles Collepe and an MEBA from Alabama AEM University. Sk is mar

ried 1o [enneth Parkerard they leve ore son, Walkoe.

neda McDaniel competed 43 years of continwows emp oy me it in Information Teo inology. Heremployes incloded pMoDonne | Douglss,
Fakton Purina, Moring associates, legent Corpamtion, and CA Technologies. Inaddition, Nedra has =enanadjurnct pofessor of Mathe
rratis and Compuizr 5iene at Southern (inoEs University, Eeamsyille amd 51 Lous Unkersity, According to Nedm, she has traveled a
million plis miles across the US, Camada, Mexko amd Eumope under the protec tion of the Lo, amd toGod e the glory. She ea med the BS
degree in Mathe vetics am Clemistry from Benrett Colkge forWonmen aml M5 degree in Computer Scem e from Sout kem llinoE W niver
sity, Carbondale. She Fas ore adultson, Eri, who resides in 2wEtin, Texas.

Mease congratidate these retirees as they move to the next level of service and hopefully some refaxation m their new revitalized ife!!
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Christian Education Congress PFromotes Theme of “Living the Word”

Hathe Hathan, Nisth DetretChrston Bdum ton Drectar

We are indeed grateful to Bishop Harry L. Seawright, presiding Bishep of the Minth Episcopal District and the Reverend
Sherita M. Seawright for the opportunity to serve and for their unwavering suppart of Christian Educaton and parteularly

CEC 2017. We thank the Presiding Elders, pastors, lay people, sponsors and everyons for your prayers and leyal support of
CEC 2017,

CEC 2017, July 24-27, was held an the beautful campus of Troy Unkersity in Troy, Alalbama. The theme far the cangress was
“UNING THE WORD:BEING READERS, HEARERS, AMD DO ERS. It was truly a Chrisaan Education experience that was stufted full
of Word, Worship, Workshops, Fellowship, and Fun activities. Bvery event/ activity was focused onthetheme and spoketothe
Spiritual Formawan af thase in aflendance.

o W orship services were spiritual with the Waord heing deln-

ered by Bishop John F, White, the Reverend Eddie 5coH,

§ Bishop Kawimbe, and Bishap Hamy L. Seawright. Musicfaor

the warship services was rendered by the spirit filled vaic-

g5 of the Minth District Youth Choir under the capable,

strong leadership of Mrs. Shelia Jacksan. The Word (Bible

o Study) was taught by the Rewverend Christopher Reeves
and the Rewerend M aurice Wright.

There were three themefocused Plenary Sessions/
Workshops as listed below:

T e DR e TR TR < ary Secsion 10 "0 TASTE AND SEE THAT THE WORD IS

GOOD" focused of the fag thatthe Word is pood becauss
it pravides recipes for spiritual nounshment and holy |Wing.

Flempary Session 2: "HAVE YOU HEARD: FAIMH COMES BY HEARING" emphaskzingthe fac that we must s2ek opporiuniies out-
side of morningwarship, Bible study, and Church 5chool to hearthe spoken Word.

Flenary Session 3: “IUST DO IT" encouraging parficipanis to examine their own sbedience io the Werd of Ged and cometo
the concdusion that it isGod'sWard and it must be abeyed.

Flenary sessions were facilitated and conwvened by clergy and |ay people from within the Ninth Distric along with guest pre-
senter, Mrs, Rabin Parter Smith. The guest presenter for the dergy was Mrs, Cynthia Gordon-Flayd with @ worksheap entitled
“CHURCH FINANEES, ACCOUNTING, AND BUDGETING."

Congress parncipants were also aflorded the opporuniy totake part in a “"LEGAL CLIN-
IC* where they could speak to a-lawyer conceming wills, powers of attorney, and
healthmare direcaves [livingwilis), This clinicwas aranged by Aflomey lda Hyche.

Other congress acAviies included debate and “Bible Bowd” compettions basketball
toumament amangthe Presiding Elder districts, @ mowvie, a dance for all ageswith a live

- Maw that you are back home in your local churches, we sincerely hope that you heard
| something, saw something fett samething, or did samething that you took home with
| you and that you are sharing it with the church and the community 3t hame asyou prac-

| oice it yourself, Remember it begins with one person and that personis you, Let your [fe
encourage others to "UVE THE WORD.™

_mmumn:hm Hantyille
g2 erdebate team . |
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August 19, 2017
1:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

ABM University’'s

| Research Station
372 Walker Lane

zel Green, Al 35750

FOOD! FUN! FELLOWSHIPM

ST JOHN AME CHURCH
t 9t Annual “Men’s Ministry Retreat”

i

 WORKSMOPS: GUEST SPEAKERS
A | + Heafth & Winlness ﬁm = Spivitual Growth
4 - Wills & Estate « Haaitiry Habits
j Planning =edtone « Batfar Fathars and
- Adidiction Solutions Hunbands

= Paorsorial Fingge

« Political Forum ?ﬂ#ﬂd’#
"dean on God and Go Forewand~ Prooerfs 5:5-6 RISNSY Tt 1 Tomieer

Save the Date: 25-27 August 2017 Q
2150 for 3 day / 2 night RETREAT 575 flat foe 1o sttend
Frores B Whaikhiy

Leks Guniemyille Siaie Park Ledge, 1155 L'JI.‘lﬂ_E‘ Drive, GuntErsyvilbe, AL 35976
Leg firo. Adking Bro. Ginn, and e, Blackman for sign ups and paymants
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ST. JOHN AME

729 Church Streat, NW- Huntoville, AL 1580

s

AAMU DAY

Join Us For Morning Worship Service
Hosted By The St. lohn AME Church Family

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2017
10:00 a.M.

ERNEST KNIGHT RECEFTION CENTER

Reverend Maurice Wright, |l — Servant Pastor
www.stjohname-hsv.org

Immunizations: Recommended for all Ages
Bridpet J. Flod

ol Aupust is Mamonal Immunizalion Awareness Manth. The purpose during this ime Is ta raise awareness
: about waccines and strategiesto increase immunzaton rates. Often immunizadions are assodated with chil-
immumizalion . dren but they are also important in preventing/protecing people.of all agesfram serious diseases. For ex-
ample, itis mcommended that children and adults receive an annual flu shet. Thevery yaungand the older

populadonsare often at most risk if not vaccinated for certain diseas es,

The Centers far Disease Control and Preventon (COC) has provided the major reasons forobtainingimmunizations, Thess are
highlighted below. Furtherinformaton can be abtained at httpy Servnwnfidorg/sbout-vaccinz s/reasons.

1, Vaccne-preven@able diseases have not pone away. Virdses and bacteria that causeillness and death are stll in existence
and can negatively impact people who are not vacdnated, Dizeases are more easily transrmittad with the ease-and rate of
global travel at this aime.

2. Vaecines will help keep you heathy, The COCremmmends vaccingfons from Birth through adulthood to provide a lifefme
of protecon, Many people do not heed the recammendaton which putsthem at risk for disease and suffering.

3. Vaccines are a5 impoartant to your everall health as dist and exercize. Similarto eat’ng properly, exercsing and regular
scregningsfor diseases such as colon and breast cancer, wacdnes @n be impoartant in maintaining health,

el e e e o WU
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The St. John AME Church Family Joins the Alabama A& M University Family
TO WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING STUDENTS FOR
“MOVE IN DAY ON THE HILL"

leanetie lones

Servant Pastor M aurice Wright |l and the Reverend Jaretha Wright, along with ather
members of 5t John, arrived early.on “The HillY, on the mernings of August 10 and
11" to welmme the members of the eptering class of 2017-2021 and returning stu-
dents to Alabama ARM University. The church provided refreshments, snacks, encour-
agement, smiles and friendly adwice to the students, their families and friends whao
traveled from as far away as California and Alaska to attend historic Alabama AZM
Upiwersity, whers many of the alumni and suppaorters and Presidert Andrew Hugine
enthusiastically chants, “S5tart here and go amewhere” ! Move-in day was exciling and
. tearful far many who are leavinghame far thefirst ime, as they start theireducaton-
g A al joumey, Pastor Wright and “Rev, Rita,” in addition to providing frigndly smiles and
-’ﬂ'ﬁ‘-’-ﬁ}{ - - l.l.r::rr'n EI':I]FEEEE, alsa E||r:|r|:|1..li|'.i|!:| infamaton about 5t. Juphn AMEEChuth its warious
S, A0HN AU CHL oy, ministries, and how we welcome them to join us for our Sunday morning services and
bible study, Pastor Wright and “Rew. Rita” were both just as excited as the students
and plans are underway to expandthe church owtreach acivities in the community,

Acutan A CTILR
&1 .

i

AL ima P‘:E"t-;l:'l.lugﬂ"ﬂl'l‘ Jnnu
B8 cele s wisit ST Jo hrrtah B 'ﬂ_ et B S L ISt T

¥/

brouims and PastorWright.
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MNinth District
2017 Annual Conference Schedule

Bishop Hamy L Seawright, Presiding Prelate

The Reverend Shenta M. Seawright, Episcopal Supervisar

BTHSESION OF THE
ALapasmMa BWVER REGION ANNLUAL CONFERENCE
Audgust 15-19, 2017
Ward Chapel AME Chureh
The Rewerend AgnesLover, Pastar
130 West 4th Street, Prattville, Alabama 36067

BTHSESI0ONM OF THE
MORTHWEST ALABAMA ANNLIAL CONFERENCE
Aupust 289-5eptember 2, 2017
Daniel Payne Community Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

BTHSESION &F THE
SOUTHEAST ALABAMA ANMLUAL CONFERENC E
September12-16, 2017
5t lohn AME Chureh
The Reverend Carlton Werthen, Pastor
Lakefrant State Fark,
1M Lakepoint Drive, Eufaula, Alabama 36027

BTHS ESI0OMN OF THE
Mo RTHEAST A LABAMA ANNLAL CONFEREMCE
September 26-30, 2017
Gzaines Chape| AME Church
The Reverand Nathaniel Copeland, Pastor
8911 Dillingham Street, Pheni City, Alabama 36867

BTHSESION OF THE
SOUTHWEST ALABARE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
October 10-14 2017
Gaines Chapel AME Church
The Reverend Aamos Smith, Pastar
122 Carver Avenue, Atmore, Alabama 36502

2017 Manning Meeating
Movember 2-4, 2017
Daniel Payne Coammunity Plazs
1500 Daniel Payne DOrive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

Church School Book Club

August 2017 Diiseussian Date: August 19, 2017

10000 AN — 11130 AWM.

Na Weaopan Formed, I'I:ﬂl'chzllzii'mp'iun, 2004

Discussion Datel September 16, 2017
1000 AL — 1130 A,

Septembear 2017

Truly, Mody, Guiity, Liane Moriarity, 2016

"This is @ story that begins with a barbeque”. 5o begins Truly
Madly Guilty. Erika -and Clementne have been friends since
schonl Erika had adifficult childhead and Clermenmne’s home
and family became something of a refuge for her. Now, years
Iater, both are married, Clementne s = cellist, marred to
Sam, with two young daughters. Erika and her husband Oliver
are childless and fanatically Wdy and orderly. They invite
Clementne and her husband Sam over for afternoon tea, but
it evales inte 3 BEO at their neighbeor's house: And at that
BBO, something will happen. An event which will be exireme-
Iy traumatcfor everyona wha s thers

That'sthe premise forthis baok. Fram the start we knoe that
something significant has happened. We know that Erika has
problems remembenngit, that Clementine does not want 1o
think about i, that their husbands are siruggling with their
feelings.

—Amazon
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Retirement Planning Basics — Lessons learned from the Gunny
Bz by 2l lars, I

I'have been warking for over 30 years, starfingwith my career inthe United States Marine Corps, and confinuing another 12
yearspoast USMC refirement, Thaugh | have been a conscious saver, | laok at my retirement portlolio and reak

zethat | could have done much more. |think about'the nights out an the town, the new clothes, new car, par-

tying at the club, and excess spending that was part-of my weekly life. f | had known then what | know now, | t
wiould certainly do things abit differantly. | am prefty sure | am not the anly one who thinks that way, Ohwell, .
we [ive and we |learn, Of course, itisalsa hard totell an 18-yearold to look into the future-and start planning _‘ &
financially.

After about two years inte my Marine Corps @reer, | recall an ole Marine Corps Master Sergeant sitiing me down for-annual
counseling and asking me “sen how much are you saving?’ | simply shrugged my shoulders with a smirk and said “a LCPL
doesn’t make enough to save”. He stared at me, and said “Listen to me. It's never too early to start saving, and it's nevertoo
late to start saving”. He comainued by saying, "l can'ttell you what to dowith your meney, but | can share my own experienc-
es with you*. Hethen went about telling me how he started saving maney, and increased his savings amount every ime he
got a pay raise. Owvear the ourse of athen M-year career, he had saved a couple hundred theusand dollars, Mow that got my
attermion, Corinthians 16:2 aflersthis advice for sicking to a savings plan; "0n the first day of every weekeach one ofyouisto
put aside and save, a5 he may prosper, sothat no collecwons be mads when | come™

After my perfarmance counseling, which had turned inte ‘an investment strategy session, | went up to the 5-1 (administraiion
officel and askedte start asimple 525 per paycheck allotment te my home bankin Hally Springs; Mississippi. | calied my mot b
grto get my account informaton (| didn’t rememberthe account number and tumed inthe paperworkto5-1 Withthat, | set
up nry first dird deposit. [t was not a lot, but it was an honed start. This reminds me of Proverbs 13:11, which reads,
“Dishonest money dwindles away, but hewho gathers money little by [itile makes it grones”.

Thaugh my early paychecks (fer tax) were around 5300 per check svery two weesks, housing

and food was being coverad by the USMC Therefore, the MSGT knew | could &t [2ast sewe S50

ar 560 bucks per maonth. Well, looking back, I'm glad | taok his adwice, but | shall groan when | B
think about what | missed out on by not invesangaggressively enough during my 20s. . v
While we are all trying to enjoy this summer, get the kids badk in schoaol, itis important to take a step badk and think about
what litlle steps you are taking at your cumrent ageto betrier align yourlong term goals for remmement. Inthat spirit, and using

market-recap-2 , here are 2 few things that you should have set up orin place to address refrement savings based on your
age:

20s:

Start cantribuingte your 401k, The soaner you start contribufing to your 401k the more you'll et to benefit from the power
of tax free or deferred compounding. Many companies will have investrnem matching and f you are not contributing, you are
missing out onfree money. Fyoud don't have access to a company or employver sponsored 401{K), seek accessto a savings
pordfalin atyour local bank ar credit unian. Many banks now afferinvestment portfolio services. Asthey atfemnpt to keep more
money intheiracmunts, they are now previding inancial services.

20s:

IFyou own & home, tryto pay down non-mertgage debt and rid yourself of debt and interest payments
\ : s : ; ;
that cannot be used forta: relief. This isthe ame to start paying down credit card debt and studem

loans sayou will enteryour forties with better posifianingta start buildingyour nest ege. Praverbs 22:3
cautions: “The rich rules opwverthe poor, and the borrower becomes the lenders slave ™ Make sure you
have a sufficient emergency fund balance (usually three - sik months of expenses) . Consider insurance i
you havestarted a family as wellas setingupwillsand estate planning documents.

AL dyrataly g e M)
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2017

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer.

September 3, 2017

Lessen Title: The Rainbow

Lesson Seripture: Genesis 8:20-9:17

Print: Genesis B:20-22 -9:53-17

Bevetional Songs: FRevive usAgain #272, and #2493

Key Verse: “| establish my covenant with you. Never again
will all life be destroyed by the waters af a flood; never
again will there be-a flaod to destroy the earth” (Genesis

5:11).

Inthis lessan the focus is the rainbow. The S5tandard Lessan
Commerntary describesthe rainbow as 2 signfrom Godthat
signifiesan important promise and afact of histary.

The bible®s record efthe great flood gwes detailed speofics
fromthe start of the flood, the amount of fimethe rain fell,
the amount of iime the =arth was overed with water, and
the ime ittookthe waterto retreat. it all adds up to just
OWEr 3 Year,

Imagine the joy Moah and hisfamily felt as they weare |eaw-
ingthe ark and setbing foot anto solid ground. Warship was
the first thing that Noah did tothank Gad for His diiine care
in bringing him and his family safely thraugh the whole -
pErignce,

September 10, 2017

Lessan Title: Cireumcision

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 17

Print: Genesis 17:1-14

Devetonal Sangs: #'Where He Leads Me, #321, and 7243
Key Versa: “| will make my covenant between me and you
and will greatly increaseyour numbers” [Genesis 17:3.

In this |lessan God gave Abraham and his descendants a
lasting mark to show that they wwere His. Unlike ather
marks, the mark of grcemcision was more personal than
visible

The sign of Gad's covenant with Abrmaham was the circumck
sion of each male. This symbol was so impartant that it was
treated asif it were the covenant itself: this is my covenant,
For generabions circumcision would be the mark of God's
people,

Later when Jesus started the new cowenant, circumcisian
did not play a part physically. Figuratively it would become
a symbao| of putting aff the sins of the flesh. The droumck

sion in the new covenant is not donewith hands. Spiritually
it connects with bapmsm,

Ciroumcision In the 0ld Testament was compulsory and
necessary to stay part of the covenant people. |t is the ath-
erway around inthe New Testament as physical circumei-
sion is stalwartly opined against as it is connected to the ald
Iz that is no langerin force

Septembear 17, 2017

Lesson Title: Sabbath Qbservance

Lessan Seripture! Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 31:12-18; Isaiah
618

Print: Exodus 31:12-18

Devotional Songs: #381, #2858, and £243

Key VWerses: "fou must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a
sign betwesn me and you for the generabions ta come, so
you may know that | am the LORD, who makes you haly.
O bserve the Sabbath, because it is holy fo you” (Exodus
31:13b; 144

Im this [zsson we see God's cure for burnowt as being over-
wiorked combined with lack of restis adangerous recipe.

The undesirable efiects of burnout onthe job spill everinte
home life and into social life, When that happens several
things occur: Relamonships get less than deserving full fo-
cus, it becemes hard to priorieze, and busyness overtakes
trug accamplishment. Peaple @n become wiulnerable te
ilinessinthe langrun.

This lesson is a direchve to the Israelites about the Sabbath.
Howewer, this text is not the first menfion on this subject.
The first mention of Sabbath as a8 noun waswhen God fed
mannatio the Israelites as they traveled to Mount Sinai. On
the siwth day.of the week the people gathered twae days’
warth so that they could rest an the seventh day, which is
called the Sabbath.

September 24, 3017

Lessan Title: Spirit-Fillad Heart

Lesson Senpture: Ezekiel 36,-37; Titus 3:1-11

Print: Ezekiel 36:22-32

Tentative Devotional Songs: FWolke up this Morning, #2571,
and F243

Key VWerse! “|will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
inyou | will remove from you your heart of stane and give
vou aheart offlesh” (Ezekiel 36:26).

St i e o e J W
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Retirement Planning Basics

e e peiee 1 T)

40 s

This.isthe decade to beef up your savings and really start defin-
ingyour lenpterm gaals. Balancing redrement, callege and per
sanal or family goals. Arevou an track to pay far college goals,
hawve you revisited insurance coverage? Are your 401k contribu-
fons mated out? Also, many parents are choosing to have chil
dren later into their 30s or even eardy Hls, so savings @n be
challenged. Make saving a priority in spite of the family situz
waons. Give God what is owedto Him via the tithe, but also pay
vourself wia your sawings. Ten percent would be ideal, but if you
are having trouble stretching the paycheck, start with a lower
number like 3 ard4%, Increase it praduallby.

5O

You are now eligible to. make larger contributions towards re-
firement accounts. Take advantage of the catch-up provisions,
If wou have children, start to set prioriies and expectafions an
how you plan to help them after college and thmugh adult-
hood. Reassess how cose and when you wantto refire. Are the
wills and estate planning documents up to date?

B0 s

‘fou should have a berter idea of what refirement could look
like for you and what it really means for you to. be “refired”. Do
you want te keepworkingas longas you can? Weuld you like 1o
slow down? What ars ywour

Social Security benefits and

when is the opfimal age to

start taking them? At &5,

make sure you vist and un-

derstand Medicare, whether

you Intend te use it or net.

fptimize your inwvestment

ACCOHUNTS 50 yOU are astax efficient as possible

T0s and beyond

Grandchildren could be a big part af starang ta think about leg-
acy and family planning. Any philanthrapic goals ar srganiza@ion
that yaou care sbout? Regquired Minimur Distributions (RMDs)
will be a fagorwhetheryou are sallwarking or not.

Summary:

Inwestment stratapiss are not @ ane skze fits all plan. However,
sawings should be a priority for everyone, especially those per
sons just starBng out on 3 career, or who are inthe midst of a
steady state af employment. | have learned to pay myself sach

paycheck, no matter the situaton. Investing is-a habit. A good
ha hit.

Church School Lesson Overview

A eamiiaien i e vl

Ezekiel| prophesied as a capive fram Babylon. In 597 BC he
had been taken alang with the king of Judah and around
10,000 others. Ezekiel’s ministry started five years of capie-
ityin 532 BC,

Alang with leremiah, Ezekiel prophesied the end of the na-
wan of ludah with Jerusalem being destroyed and the temple
defiled. Althaugh preaching inthis message in lerusalém and
beirngin danger of being executed fortreasan, leremiah par-
sisted and went an to write 2 letier to the exiles in Babylon.
In the |etter he tald them to prepare far a long @ plivity,

Ezekiel preached the same message fram Babylon. He en-
couraged fellmes |sraelites to not believe the umers ef an
early return back to Jlerusalem froem exile. The firs thiny
chapters of his book predids the dire consequences re-
suling from sin on Judah and the natons around them,

Immunizations

S el o g A 0

4, Vaccinatien =n mean the difference betwesn life and
death, Approzimately 50,000 adults die each year fram
vaccine-preventable diseases inthe US.

5. Vaccines are safe .and effective, Vaccinesam amorg the
safest medial products available. The potental nsle Esocat
ed with the diseases prevemted by the vaccires am muoch
greaterth@nthe potental riks frontle vacoines the mse lees.

6. Vaccines will not give/tause the disease they are de-
signed to prevent. One cannot “catch” the disease from
the vacdne. WYaccines contain ether “killed” wirus that
cannot cause the disease ar weakened wiruses designed
to not caussthe disease.

T Young and healthy people can get very sick: too. Infants
andthe elderly are at greater risk farinfechions and mm-
plicaions but amyone can beimpact ed,

8. Vaccine-preventable diseases are expensive. [naddimon
to directly impacing individuals heakh, therm are direct
andindirect costs that exceed 510 billian peryear.

9. When 2 person becomes ill, their children, grandehildren
and parents are 3t risk, too. When a person getsvac
cinated to protect themsahies, they are pretech ng family
membersaswell.

10, Yaur family and coworkers need you, Millions of adults
get- sick each year from wvaccine-preventable dissases.
They miss wark and are unable to care far children and/
ar AgiNg parents.

Lt 2007 Pape 15



Summer Vacation Fun Pictures

SUMMER

i-i‘m'[:n“u H Someft. John members have shared pictures from their summertravels.

Bemee’ Booker amd her sEters
took a road tip frem Ao
to Washington, DC.

Mikd red, Barrand 5r, Bermard Ir. and Lo maine Ste phanie Scott, Chekea Johmson, 5 anda
Po#e s Y ationed in Hawail Scott, and b0 mathan Scotlenjoyved aseven day
Westem Caribbean Cruise.

Koinonia Ministry Enjoys Game Night with the Wrights

Sk npon Lot

The Koinania Ministry “Game Might. Luau Editton” on Friday July 21 2017 -at the Wright's Family Home was awonderful and
blessed experienca. There wasplenty of food, games and fellawship far everyone who aflended.

The graup played a lot of games, but there was ane that was the famlily's favarite of all. The Pastor and First Lady intreduced

the Koinonias toa game called Pit. This game has to have at |east seven (7) players at awme and each player is dealt 9 cards.

There are B different commaodities on the cards which are traded amongstthe players. The object of the game s tha first per-
son to have all 3 cards with the same commodity wins, Pit was
so much fun and it was ysterical to see the Pastar and First
Lady'sreacton during the game.

Kelsey YWilsan shared her thoughts on the evening. “What an
amazing ime it was 1o be surrounded by such youthful and
like-rinded spirits. | ahways find myself being drawn ta those

~ who love fellowshipping and inspiring others to walk closer

) with Christ. 5t. Jahn AME makes me feel at hame but the Kai-
rnonia Ministry had a way of making me feel even closerta my
genergiional culture. | loak ferward to ather events which al-
lowr us to fellowship. Aswell as determine how we may cull-
vate and help those grow beyond the scopes of their experi-
gnces.”

Also, the Koinonia Ministry discussed new and exciing events
farthis upcoming year. What a fellowship and what ajoy divine!

The Koinonia Ministry is a 9% District ministry designed ta meet the needs of young adults (ages 18-45 . The purposs isto pro-
wide support for this age group, promote acive engagement inthe church and to 2ncourage others in this age groupto be
come members of the church and this ministry.
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5t. John AME Churzh 1

; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hurrz dile oom

e s ite - st hina me- fev g

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Olier alen, Ir, Pesding Eder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

August 15, 2017 Chureh Pienie

Bugust 20,2017 Pastor's Appreciation, 10000 2.m.

August I7, 2017 AADL Day

August 29—S%eptember 2 8th Session of the Northwest Alabama Annuzl Conferencs
Daniel Payne Legacy Village

1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama

September B-10, 2017 Music Werkshop with Dr. Reland Carter

That i jrou confess with paur mouth, "“fesusis Lord, ¥ and belizve in pour heart
thot God roised him from the deod, pou will be soved Romans 10:9

INDRIC

Lt 2017 Pape 24



ST. JOHN —

. M _E NewsLerer &

f ' |r| |_|1' 20 BiT, u-l*rl i1, ALrch -—|||r||T |||.—l .._||_‘ur'_|ur'r|_|-

T September 2017

ST. JOHN AIVIE

HUNTSWVILL
“Sharing The Word, Serving The Peaopie.”

( j) /f Z r" "; real @ Slectsiere

THE ST. JOHN AME

CHURCH FAMILY PROUDLY
WELCOMES BACK

S vstor . Werwerice /L/ f‘f'yAf .

& FIRST LADY REVEREND JORETHA WRIGHT & FAMILY

D UsS ALL "REAL, REAL., REAL GoOoD"!

Paxtor Maurice Wright & Family




2017 Delegate’s Report
of the 8" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference

at Danigl Payne Plaza in Birmingham; Alabama
Tuesday, August 30th—Saturday, September 2nd

IMary Fankin

| As a delegate for the 8" Session of the
Northwest Alabama Annual Eonference in
Bimmingham, Alabarma, this writer was
hurmbled to betrnisted ta reprasent the 5t.
John AME - Huntsville church family. Sa |
surrendered my fearsto God, havingfaith
that Hz would previde exactly what was
needed to serve Him inthis capacity.

The first official duty as delegate began as

| stomd to affirm my presence io answer

P the Roll Call along with reciting a bible
wverse. Dunng the Rall Call, Bishop 5ea-

' wright duly noted the transfers of Fastor
Maurce Wright and the Reversnd Joretha

Wright fromi the Mortheast Alabama-Annuw

&l Conference to the Northwest Alabama

~ Annual Conference. Spon thereafter, the
fallewsing action itemis took place: Confer

e mbers stand with Pastor Wiightas e rahes hs e prt to Bieko pSewright.

5

ence Beundanes were set, Presiding Elders
Summary Reports were read, and the Con-
ference Finance Committes Report was
read.

God's word during the 2:00 a.m. devotion

s service on Wednesday focused an peace of

mind and faith te anticipate the great

thingsthat God will dofor us st this Annual

Conference.. God's word was true a5 the

10:00 a.m. Warship Sesslon apened with

Delegate Wb ry Banhin mabesa ppealon be ke Bofthe charch for the retorned Paste r Wi ight 5t. John's presiding elder, the Reverend Ok

wer Allen's heartfelt greetings, thanking

everyone farallthat was done for him and his family durng histenure in the South Bimingham Huntsville Bessemer District

and the entire 3" Episcopal District. Presiding Elder Allen opened up the “flandpgates” with his beautiful voice as he sang,

“The Lord Will Make a Way Somehow”, bringing all the passion, all the love and gratitude that this song represents, to our

hearts and souls as we openly praised God for His prace and merny in our livas. This song was a serman all by itself! Howew-

er, Presiding Elder Allen took uste | Kings 17:1-10, intreducing his serman title as, “A Man an a Mission”. W= were asked to

focus on thisimportant phrase, “and he wem"” swhich sparked & fire'in me as a “woman who went"! From his message, we
wiere reminded that it we are obedient to God'swaord, if we gowhere God leads us, He will never leave us alone.

5t John's presence an Wednesday was in full bleom the entire day. The Wednesday evening Educational Woarship Servica
wias led by Pastor M aurice ¥Wright, the speakerfor the eveningwas introduced by Or. leanette lones and the speaker ofthe
evening was Or. Andrew Hugine Ir. Now, you cannot pet maore 5t. lehn Huntswille than that!? Dr. Hugine's powerful mes-

A rordimiarnl o i L
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2017 Delegate’s Report
of the 8" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference

Mary Fankin

VL il oo e Sl

Or. Jones introduces O . Hogine. Belop S wiighta od Dr. H gz ine

sage entitled “Transforming Education in the Presemt Age”, challenged allto lead by having high expectations for all af.our
children and youngadults so that they will become aademically successful using thess principles —

E xpectations

D iversity

U nity

£ ammitme it

A cion plans

T eachers

| ndiwidual responsibility

O pportunity

M ewver give up

Thursday, August 31was filled with great anticipation and enthusiasm as it wasthe day an which Pastor Maurice Wright (I
would read his Pastoral Report. The 8:00 a.m, Devation and Bible Study challengad conference attendeesto hea “team” of
church members, who encourages. and empowers otlers to be canneded as “doers” in our church_.showing evidence that
the Holy Spirit in us; isworking threugh us, to help othersto be connected te God through their church family. Immediatehy
fallowing the morning Devation and Bible Study, Bishop Seawright moved swifthy through the fellowing procesdings: Canfer-
egnce Institute, Business Session, and Reading af the Minutes.

Pastor Maurice Wright cleady explained to Bishop Seawright, and the Conference attendees; 5. John's mission and minis
trigsthat reflect the members love of church and community to “S hare the Word and Servethe Peaple”. Included with P as-
tor Wright's repart for each attendes to recee, was a beautfully designed in-color repont booklet of 5t. lahn —Huntsville’'s
programs and ministries, including a8 CO of Pastor Wright's dynamic and anpinted soul-saving sermans, entitled,
“Understanding Your Scars”.

Additianally, as the delegate forthis-canference year, | falt God's continued blessings for5t. John, as | delivered my allotted
two-minute plea and “original song” to Bishop Seawright, asking him to send Pastor Wright “right” back to Huntsville, Ala-
bama, | appreciated the smiles-and applause from the audience as | mmpleted the plea and was sa very thankful that God
had blessed us again “Real, Real, Real pood™®

The Thursday afternoon Hour of Pewer Women in Ministry Service began soon afterthe [ast Pastor's Report was completed.

AL A re fanee dl)
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2017 Delegate’s Report
of the 8" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference

Mary Fankin

VTl e panp 1)

The Reverend Anna Moshy, pastar af 5t. Jude AME Church in Germantewn, Maryland, Brought 8 ward from the Lord enti-
tled, “Follows the Plan® (Remans 8:26-28). Hersermaon invited usto ahwaystrust God and follow His plan, because His strate-
gic planning will put usin a place thatwe can anly dream about. Our charge 3s believers istatrust God and follow His plan.

Thursday evening the Sons of Allen Service honared men in the Nerthwest Annual Conference whe have made a difference
intheir church family and/orcommunity. The following distinguished men of 5t. John AME - Huntsville weare honared:

Men of5t. Jahn AME-Hurtsville: Sons af Allen Unit Awrard

Wir. Bill Williams: Man of the Year Award

Calanel (Ret) James Heyward: Man ofthe Year Award

Or.Andrew Huging dr: W aking a Difference in Education Award

The sermaon for this power-packed evening service was entitled, "Encountering God”. The Reverend Rabert Hodges, Sr. from
Allen AME Church in Baktimare, Maryland stated that if we lwe right, do right, and expea something fram the worship ser-
wice, we @n have an encounterwith God, However, © we do net bring "nathing” into the service, we cant expect to get
“anything” fremthe service, He ended his sermon by saying, "0Only What You do for Christ will Last” which iz irenically, the
name of the beautiful saongthat the spirit-filled Conference Choir blessed uswith during the Sons af Allen Service.

The Ordination Sermon entitled *Graveyard Revival® (Ezekiel 37:1-14), preached by the Reverend Dr. William Campbell, pas
tar of Unian Bethel AME Church and proud pastor af praise dancers, the Alelpha — Ansinted Vessals, teaches us that the
“valley of dry bones” will putyou in the midst of an impossible situation that will make you wonder why you were given this
anoimted appaintmeant. Trust God as He putsthe “heart” back into your "dry bones”, and preach anyway! After the Invitation
to Christian Discpleship was extended, Bishop Seawright led the ordination af minisers which included the Reverend lor-
stha Wright [ “Rev. Rita").

The last three services onthe agenda were: Memaorial Semvice, Conference Church School and the Lay Organzation Woarship
Service featuring the (WOD YWomen of Distinction Praise Ministry and a Lay Viden Presentatian,

On Saturday morning the Carference was dedicated tothe YoungPeople's B Children Division (¥ PD) whose task was to per-

form in the 12 Tribesof Ismel Pageant. The yauth and children did an outstanding job with their recitations, praise dancing,

props such as flags, signs, colorful scarfs and dresswear. 5t John AME YPDers, showed up-and showed out; as they repre
semtedthe “Tribe of Dan”, Congratulations ie 5t Jahn partici-
pants Michael Clark, Amtharmy Harbin, Daniel Haygood, Mar-
tinee Hill, Anthony M ack, Jayla Madi, Eddie Whitehead and
Kimberly Whitehead fora job well done. 5t.John member Kek
sey Wilsan led one afthe YPD Choelir's selections.

The Closing Warship and Commissioning Senvice was high-
lighted with a strong and strring Procamawon of the Word
delivered by Dr, Silvester Beaman on “Delglification of the
Bartle,” reflecting an scripture fram Mathew 17:1-9; 1 Kings
20. Dr.Beaman, a native of Niagara Falls, Mew Yorkls a gradu-
gte of Wilberforce University and Beston University, Upon
graduating frem seminary he was giventhe University's Out-
standing Freacher and Bible FReader award, which was mani-
fested inthe message he deliverad.

Bishop Seawr ight pesides during the Co e mace. )
L el rae panee 2
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2017 Delegate's Report
of the 8" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference

IWary Pankin

4 erllirsiend M puigee 41

Followingthe worship service, the bishop gave 55,000 to each Presiding Elderto distribute to pastors intheir district who had

the moest nead or &t their discretion, It is the District’s way of giving back to the community. Refired pastors also received a
check: the Reverend. McCall and the Rewverend Fitchard and Mrs. Mildred Hereford, widow of former Pastor Hereford, re-

ceiverd a chech.

THEN, wewaited patizntly for Bishop Seawright to read the pastoral appointments. Exdted5t. John members praised God as
the Reverend Maurice Wright || was assigned to 5t. Jahn—Huntsville, We look forward to arotheryear of the amazing “"T-WE"
experience (Team Wright Experence), Although Presiding Elder Allen retired during this Annual Conference, he was tempo-
rarily assigned to continue as presiding elder of'the South Birmingham Huntswille Bessemer District.

Pastor Wright Welcomed and Conference Certificates Acknowledged
During First Service of the Conference Year

*
LE
Fastorwright with Sors of 2fen avamd
recip e nts e Billwilla res amd
Col (etired) Bmes 0. Hey ward

steward Mamus Hillpesents Pastor Wght.

Fastor Wnght press nis Confere nce Trustee Pastor Wrg bt presents Confereme Trustee
Certificate to Or. feanetis dnnes. Cartificate to Col. (mtied) Bmes Heyward.

Se prember. L7 Pape 5



The Northwest Alabama Conference Women's Missionary Society
2017 Convention Held in Birmingham

Chorlsie Books

Tuesday, August 29, 201F, members of the Betty E. Dernck Mission-
ary Sodety from 5t. John AME Church, Hurtsville, travelled to Daniel
Payne Legacy ¥illage, Birmingham, to afend the Northwest Alabama
WS Annual Convenman.

The early morning program was |led by the Reverend Sherita Moon
Seawright, Eplscapal Supemisar, Sister Susie Bonner, Eplscapal WS
Fresidemt and Sister Patricia Smith, Morthwest Alabama Conference
WS President. Aftermaorning breakfast and devewons, the business
session began, The two conference workshops were very infommative
and enlightening. Theywere “WK5 Life Membership” fthree (3 new
members received their Life Collars and “Constitution B Bylaws”
Both workshops were wery wall presented. The WS compassionate
care outreach project was to donate cleaning/laundry supplies to

Solaba WS prepared to attend the " Hight in White™ ==rvce Pathways, Inc.
= = __ﬁ
r—r" The dynamic guest speaker far the infamoeus “Annual Might in White" was Dr. Patricia
(PAM) M. DeVeaux, spouse of Bishop [Retired) William P. DeVeawd. The subject of her
message was "When lesus Takes Over the Case.” She referenced scripture from: Luke
j 18:35-42 Sheemphasizedthat, likethe blind beggar, all whe need inte rvenfan shauld
qﬂ gotodesus because He willtake careafthe problem.5he noted that the blind man had
.tu leave behind hatred and persist in his petton, just as missionaries should. She con-

= cluded with a call toturn the case overto lesus by going ta Him baldly,
j| One atiendee from 5t Jehn, Mrs. M ary Powers, shared that she enjoyed the comen-
e R e e e fion because the sessians started on ame, thers was 3 nan-contested elechon, busl-
to Pathways, Inc ness was conducted in atwmely manner-and therewas a long break between the busi-
ness sessionsand the evening sessian.

Those attending the conventian fram 5t John were Lomaine Parham, le@l WWS president, lanice Hereford, Pearlean

Myhand, Rosemary Wells, Eleanor Burnett, Ernestine Barnes ey, Angeline Brownlow, Annie Hall, Charlsie Brooks, Claudi-
nette Purifay-Fears, M ary Allen, Monica Dillihunt, Bea Smith, Dannie Thampson, and Mary Powers.

Weekly Bible Study

GRANDPARENTS

Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Pastar Wrght leads Bible Study each Wednesday at noon
and & pm [unless atherwise noted onthe church calendar)
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Bishop lohn Richard Bryant Preached for Pastoral Appreciation Celebration
Bridget J. Floyd

At 10 am. onSunday, August 20th, the members af 1. John honored Sern-
ant Pastar Maurice Wright, |l and the Reverend Joretha Wright and family.
The theme far Pastor YWright's st Appreciaion Celebrawon at 5. Jahn
was “Sarvant Leader: Soaring with Faith and Strength to Mew Heights®,

= Tlye Right Reverend John Richard Bryant (Ret) AMEC was guest preacher
forthis special day. Pastor Wright referredto Bishop Bryant as his father/
mentor in the ministry. Paster YWright was also blessed to hawe his father,
the Reverand Maurice Wright |, present farthe special occasion.

The Reverend Or, Danigl K. Wimnms served as worship leaderforthe service.
The Mass Cheirand musicians under the direciion af Mr, Reginald Pearsan
provided inspirawonal and upliftingwaorship through music. The irvecation
wias led by Steward Oftan Miller. O1d and New Testament scriptures wera
read by Steward Barbara Johnson and young Mr. Daniel Haygood., The Reverend Gloria Madison led the cangregation in a
summary of the Dem@logue, Dr. Thalia Love affered a children's message forthese aged twele and younger. Pastor Wright
recognized members’ binhdaysforthe month af August and with the aid of the Reverend Joretha Wright and Mr.and Mrs.
David Morwood, made presentations to those who were celebrating wedding anniversaries,

B, Rita and Pasto o Wright

Masz Chair minEtars in sang Barbe m Jobnson radsseriptn e [anizl Haymooed mads soriptn e

Stewards James 0. Heyward and Jeanette Jones gave the accasion and litany, respectively. Coloenel {Ret) Hevward gave an
apropos tnbute/descripion of Pastor Wright that highlighted his many attributes that have been a blessingto 5t. John and
the reasans that e is infact appreciated by 5t. John, Dr lones led the congregation in reading the “Pastor's Appredabon
Litany™ that she composed, based on lsaiah 40:30 42:1-9.

Fastar Wright introduced Bishop Bryant who brought an inspirsiional messagethat was not only perinent to the occasian
and the pastor, but to the congregaton at large. In his introduclion, Pastor Wright oedited Bishop Bryant with invieing/
inspiring him to become a part of the African Methodist Episcopal Church — “_.this church | love so much®, Pastor Wright
indicated that the 14™ anniversary of his ordinanon as an lnerant Elder inthe AME Church would ocour during the upcom-
ingweek, Hewaent onto say that he hasconsutted with Bishep Bryant regarding eve
r ry majar decision in the ministy, He paid hormage to his mentor, staling that Pastor
Wright was “standing here today inthe AME Church and Hunisville because of Bishap
Bryant®, Heindicated that Bishop Bryant is one of the key figures in African M ethod-
ism, comparing him to the Founder and a couple of early leaders in the AME Church.
He stated that Bishop Bryant is “one of the world's greatest preachers_.a humhble

man”. The congregaton stood to receive The Right Reverend John Richard Bryant.

Bishop Bryant spoke an the @tle “You Got to Finish 1 fromthe text Genesis 24:51-56,

AL iRl A At
Bieho plo bn Brya ot
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Bishop lohn Richard Bryant Preached for Pastoral Appreciation Celebration
Bridget J. Floyd

Pl raE e e Tl
He began by nofing that everyone aspires to success rather than failure. Howewer, not everyone
o knows howto besuccessful. He proceeded to give guidance asto h:!w to obtain success. Heres
armmended that one have models of success. He noted that even f & persan does not make the
best choices.in all instances, f theirmentors orheroes are posiiive, they are kel to have positve
outcomes themselves. He cauwoned that success is not ahways associated with a high posifion ar
status; in fact, oneshould “never despise humble beginnings—-never consider any task below yau®,
He cited the person in thetext, Elzer, whio was a servant that mse tothe level of being the lagical
recipient of Abraham’s wealth before he had an heirlate in life. However, there was no bitterness

Eishop Brya nta nd vhe Rew-
i Man rice Wil | Bishop Bryamt indicated that in order to be successful, one should not be jealous of anyone else's

position or success; that is, "What's for me is for me”, He notedthat in orderto betruly success
ful, apersan needs to align his/her life with Ged'swill. When that is dene, “no demon on Earth can harm you®. To da this,
one must have a prayer life—be in communi@fion with God. He referated the example of the servant in the text and en-
couraged congregants to “Finish £ He cited numerous examples of tasks —
eduational, career aspirations, and others — highlighting what must be

done to “Finish ",

The preacherthen specified to Fastor Wright that he, in fact, must “Finish
it*. He noted the numerous tasks that the Reverend Wright has begun as
pastar ef5t. lohn and in being a minister “_lhes to change, souls to save,
| children to influence..” The Bishop highlighted a phrase that was utilzed
garlierinthe service: “The best isyet to. come”,

The wiright tamily exeives g from the choch Bishop Bryant cited the life and actions of Jasus Christ as an example of

ompleting the task. Mot even going to the Cross would [/ could cause Him
tao leave His mission unfinished —even as He commented to His Father: "It is finished”. This outstanding preacher very poign-

anthy encouraged those present te carefully and seriously reflect on accephng salvaton and becmming a member of 5t. John.
Several came farerard.

Afterthe sermon, special presentations were made by the ministenal staff, led by the Reverend Madison; Mrs. Claire Phila-
delphia and 1the Pastor's Aid Board; and Steward Guy Ginn and the Steward Board. Pastar Wright, the Reverend Joretha
Wright, and theirthree youngest children were presanted with tokensof appreciahon.

Pastor Wright's father was invited to bring greetings/remarks and he grested 5t John and: expressed pride in his son, not'ng

that Pastar Wright “has always had the ‘it facior'”. He indicated that he pave his son to God andthat Ged surraunded Fastor
Wright with ‘grest men', turning to Bish-
op Bryant. Pastor Wright then respoanded
by pradoushly exprassing his appredafion
and nowng his commitmentto5t. lohn,

At the conclusian of the maving warship

service, a luncheon was held at the Ear-

nest Knight Center on the Campus of Ala-
S bBama A B M University.

The ¥ right & mily atdinner Edera md I Sllen with Bshop Brya
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St. Jlohn AME Church Turns Into
A "Church Without Walls On The Hill”
At Alabama A& M University

Jeanetie Jones

It was 8 graat day on "the Hill® and 3 very exdiing day, as we watched the yaung
men and women from Alabama ARM Uninersity, faculty, staff, administrators;
and the5t. John AM E church family and friends, walkinto the Ernest L Knight

Reception Centerunfil'it reached a near capacity of 610,

The5t. John AME church family, underthe pastoral leadership of Maurice Wright
S Il and the Reverand Jor
etha ¥YWright turned the
Ernest L. Knight Center at Alabarma ASM University into 3 House of
Worship minus the church steeple. t wasa great day! The music
. } . 2 provided by the 51, John praise team ushered in the spirit of worship
lrh,- ‘*-."' 3 ! W maintained throughout the service. Under the direction ef Ms.
.—‘*'rh-- .J,qr a | ' [ J Shayla Wilsen, the youth pralse dancers, representing all age levels,
b " S continued to garner the aHenton of the congregawon and moved

=

. the spirit inthe room to ancther hallelujah praise level; The music
ministry, led by Reginald Pearson, kept the spiritual etmosphere at a
high level of praise asthe chairministered to sur hearts,

The Rewerend Or. Daniel K. ¥Wims °
wielcomed the AAMLU students,
vigsitors and friends on behalf of
AAMLU Fresident Andrew Hugine,
Ir. and zhared the histornc rela
fionship between 5t. Jahn AME
Church and Alabama AEM  LUni-
wersity. He stated that 5t.lahnis

bringing the church to the cami- Ministr: iz

pus, “the Hill*; the place whare

the primary organizer of 5t. lahn, the Reversnd Dr. ¥illlam Haoper Councll, was alsa the faunder of Alabarma ABEM Univer-

sity. In essence, Pastar Wright and the Reversnd Jaretha Wright are expandingtheir ministerial leadership in the Greater
Huntsville Community towin souls-and minister to the youth.

The Reverend Wright proclaimed the Word ef God in-a message
that commanded the attention of all in attendance, His message,
“In It To Win t,” @aptivated the audience. He highlighted faur im-
portant points forthe students as they engage in goal setiing for
the academic year: always consider the outset, the outlook, the
autreach and the outcome. After a very powerful and spirit filled
message, one student geve her life to Christ and seven others
joined as affiliated members. The Stewards welcomed the new
members and offered words of prayer and encouragement to
them,
Factar Wikht
Following the service, the pastor and members of the 5t. John
family joined the students, faculty, and administrators asthey dined in the mmpus afeteria.
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Annual Picnic was a “Carnival Extravaganza”
Charlsie Brooks

Who knewtherewauld be “candy apples”, "hot buHered popcern”, "cofton
candy”, "animal crackers intheir cute drous boxes, “peanutsflowing from
adoring jarswrapped in gross grain ribboans”, placed on beausful it burlap
tables runners? Mo one knew. Only the elite group of coordinators,
lakeyah LaShay Williams along with LaCondria Bryant and “children at
heart” committes members knew that their coordinated eforts would have

The Carnval E<travagamnza was held on Saturday, August 19, 2017, at the
fabulous Alabama A B M University farm. The mom was beautfully deco-
rated-and ready far all at L:00p.m. A beaulful sunshiny day allowed the
children to enjoy the huge moon bounce;, basketball inflatable and high
strike pames that were enjoyed in a safe outside environment. |twas 56 much fun they did not wantto come in toeat.

Commites membes prepare tocerve the mealat picnic:

Games offered inside included Una, Spades, and Phase 10. 5t Jahn's signature game Family Feud, led by Mr. Sandifer and
Mrs. A. Brownlow, was a usual smashing hit. Teams played fearlesshy with many winning prizes awarded. The Bid Whist and
Fhase 10 pames compettors almost cheered the roof off the building. ©h, yes, theres was Bingo that those more quiet pamo-

pantsenjoyed

Dinner was sarved at 4:00 p.m_ Plates were heavily laden with “chicken an a siick”, "chicken/beef tacas and nachos?; fried
fish, hat dogsin (avariety of choices). Adelidous themed kewasserved for dessert.

Afterdinner, the eveningended with gift #cket drawing, cormmeants fram Pastor Wright and Rev, Rita, and the dismissal.

The commitiee isto be commended for an edcepiional and fun evening. t appeared to have been immensely enjoyed by all.
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Annual Picnic was a

Charlsie Brooks
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Soup Kitchen
Ministry

What DaYou Need Today?
“Hxhand itwill be ghien to you;seek-and you will nd; knoclk
and the doorwill be npanad to you * Matthew 7:7 (NIV)

‘Havayou heard your children say: *Why don't we have any-
thing to =at”? Parentsthink, betause you ate it all when we
bought groceries ]un the other day. Or, thqr think, “Wiy
:lhu'n"'l: fnhﬂ last: :haEE,I'r, I'FrE n:rrrril, hnu, rg;ulir—!iln;
pﬂupla"‘ Parents-are somedmes 'l:hmh:mﬁ, Jokinghy, we can
offer them one meal 3 day and then lock them out of the
house and [et them meF,E for the rest.  And they think,
“What will the neighbars think®? They come to grips that
they are grawing Elans; Trying 1o NUMUre young. gr“.nnghnd-
ies, Parents really think: “Did ‘thE'r sat awhole Inif of hread,
‘@ndawhole ]arnrpunut buttar in aday artwe 2

l'l’u an huhimkfuhhit ﬂrﬁhjuus, pravisions. r:mrér nin gut.
He neversays, “0h, | am so sorry_we are all out of grace to-
day” Or, "You really shauld have stacked up on mMercy yes-
terday becuse |'ve got nothing for yeu™ He does not tell us
there is no morelove, chade backtomorrow.

His i:r.nrur.r'l"grnc! and maroy and |ove :ru uMnd]rlg, They
are few every day. Huu-nﬂuL I:Iwrlum’lug, We can ninto
Him every hour af evéry day, and He: will meet us-with opEn
arms and say, “| have every single-thing that yau will ever
need.”

.iiu: what about the beginning of aur stary: About the hun-
:rr children? Please help us fesd the needy by pruvden;
Funds and Wime to stack our monthly “SOUP KITCHEN", W
serve anly on the 3" a nd 4" Tuesday of sach month, but that
helps many thmugh the month wha are without

Thimh.'\rn:l 10 those wh: regilarly !I'IE'I'-E andwe ask that you
plﬁu pm-rrhat we can canmnue 1o h!lp'l:hnm innesd.

“'l'l'bit doyou need today?
Mk..luurr:mppl‘rihm need.
Ha las all that you need and more.”

Deaconess Corner

Submitted by Deacoress Errestire BEarnes-very
The Spirit and Prayer of a Terch Bearar

Today Dear Lard I'm B0 and there is much | haven't done,
| hope DearLord You'll let me live untl I'm eighty-one.,

58 many places |wantta go, sowvery muchto ses_.
Would ¥ou please Dear Lord let me stay awhile
umi| F'm eighty-three.

The warld is changingwvary fast,
thereis so much in store.

I'd like it wery much to liveway past 841

And-see what happensto the world when appmacdching
Heawven's Gate,

| know dear Lord it'smuch to ask

bt could that be past 8572

| know by then | wor't be fast and may not shine arwhine,
But |t would be very pleasant
To beamund wll 53¢

lwill hawe seen so many things,
|would like to askane more,
Maybe for a world wind flight
Or whatever you have in stare;

And sa Dear Lard

I'd like to stay, way past 102,
Before | make my final journey,
my joumey home to Y ou!

W,DLL"@LI}'\{, ueq) weany

doire
F‘*r; at th E'-PI"{JPET'ELHU_”

‘ﬂft? Wi

de a lhanueal
L—.-'E

0 ho i {“-‘gﬁ-’b Ut
(G ilany b5

Online Giving Options
PayPal

[rueli
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Church School Lesson COverview — Cctober 2017

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer.

Oetober 1, 2017

Lessen Title: Geod’s Covenant with Abram

Lesson Seripture: Genesis 15:1-21

Print: Genesis 15:1-6, 17-21

Bevetional Songs: #2505, #272, and £243

Key Verse: “Inthe same daythe Lard made a3 covenant with
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have | given this land, fram
the river to Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphra
tes.” [Genesis 15:18).

THis unit focuses an the covenants themselves and in this
lesson God's covenant with Abram. The lesson looks &t the
specific agreements, or promises God made with His peo-
ple, beginning with His cowenant with Abram, a covenant
relaling to posterity and land. The lesson looks at Abram’s
acceptance by faith of theseemingly impossible,

Deteber 8, 2017

Lesson Title: God's Covenant with Israel

Lesson Seripture: Exodus 19:1-25

Print: E<odus 19:16-25

Devetional Songs: #345, #258, and #243

Key Verse: "Woses brodght forth the people out of the
camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part
of the maount” (Exodus 19:17).

Im this lesson, the foous is the solemnness and fearfulness
of thetime precedingthe giving af the commandments. Ta
impress on the people that they wers sinners and that sin
always separates God and people, God told Moses a couple
of imes to make sure that ne one, net even the priests, was
tocome upthe mauntain, Staying awsay fram the meuntain
wias a matter of |fe and death, for the presence God sanch-
fiedthe maountain

Gad was teaching the nahon af lsmel-about what a cove
nant with Him weuld look like. Israel was to be in relation-
ship with God and yet separated from Him. It was apparent
that |srag| was to kesp its distance and it would be disre
spectfulto ushinto the presence of 3 haly God.

October 15, 2017

Lessan Title: Obeying God's Law

Lessan Seripture: Exodus 20:1-26

Print: Bdodus 20:18-26

Devotional Songs: #377; #25); and 243

Key Verses! “In all places where | reoord my name: | will
came unto thee, and | will bless thee " (Exodus 20:24.

The 19 and 20 chapters of Exodus mark the beginning of
the owvenam of the law, which confinuad urlthe inaugu-
ration of the church in Acts 2. While we operate under a
difterent covenant — the new — we shll ind principles for
Ivingtaday inthe M osaic Law,

Exodus 20 records the Ten Commiandments, which describe
how relafionships between God and people would look,
This left the people of lsrael with such fear that they re-
gquested that Moses become their spekesman to God. Mae-
ses assured them they need net fear God, for He was anly
seeking totest them and to k=ep them from sinning. God
waould go on to lay out some speciic regulatons that would
zllow & sinful people to worship a holy God,

Oetobar 22, 2017

Lesson Title: God's Cowvernant with David

Lesson Serpture: || Samuel 7:1-16; Psalm 39:1-52

Print: [ Samuel 7:1-6, 810, 1216

Tentative Devotional Songs: #412;F37; and #243

Key Verse: “Thine house and thy kingdoam shall be estab-
lished for ever before thee: thy throne shall be =stablished
farever” {ISamuel 7:16

Accarding te the commentary, the believers inthe premil-
lennial system of theology balisve Christ will come back to
the earth to establish his kingdom atthe start of the “one
thousand-year” millennium, The Dawidic cawvenant, in this
week's lessan, is part basis for this pasiion. God promisad
to set up David's throne farever. Only Christ can fulll this
promise. He will reign forever, stariing with themillennium.

The commentary sees the Old Testament as a history of
God wlling Israel Into a special reladonship ar a cowvenart
with Him. k began with Abraham when God promised a
seed and a land. It was unremitiing . on Mount Sinai when
God called Israel to obedience to His law, The next great
revelatory item came owver four hundred years after Sinai.
God covenanted with King David, promising to set up and
preserve his descendants on |srael'sthmne. The pramise to
David was fulfilled In Jesus Christ:

Oetober 2%, 2017

Lesson Title: God's Cowvenant with the Returned Exiles
Lessan Serpture: Nehemiah 9:32-38; 10:25 29

Print: Mehemizh 3:1-10:39

Tentative Devotional Songs: #381; F7T; and #243

Key VWerse) “Thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for

St i o e )
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Summer Vacation Fun PFictures

Someft. John members have shared pictures from their summertravels.

Lhbes iland Sndrew
Hugin= at the Great
‘Wall in Beijing. Chim

Shay Mcloy on the
be=mchat Golf Shores

Fa men Wisaratihe
MILE o o me ot in
‘Washington, [.C

lasmynea ml Breeyannaatihe Beach, Lenita Foc be ke, Lillie e s 4 unt Wa riha,
Emembl ke, NC. Fating Westand lub Pexhele 3t the
Beich, Emen d sk, T

Church School Lesson Cverview — Cctober 2017

S il o gy J
thou hast dane rght, but we have done wicked” (Nehemiah 9:33

The book af Nehemiah opens revealing that Mehemiah was the cupbearer ta Artaderses, who was-a Persian king. Mehenmiiah
learned the walls af Jerusalem were stll in ruins even though the Jews had bzen back in Judah farmamy years. Nehemiah sat
down and cried, mourned certain days, fasted, and prayed.

After returning to Jerusalem with permission, Nehemiah led eftarts to rebuild the wallsof the city. With both human determi
nation and divine help, the project was finished in lessthan two months.

The events in thisweek's |esson took place aver.a thousand years-afterthe people had pramised to obey God at MountSinai. &
new generanan had came back fram caphvity and were in the land God premisedto |lsr@el’s ancestors. Bven so, they were not

free and were in subjechiion tothe Persian kings. The commentary says it was time to turnte God in honest and humble confes-
sion.
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Are you effectively planning for retirement?

Bobby Adkins

Thetmeto repairthe roofiz whenthe sunis shining. = John F, Kennedy

When do you plan to retire seems [ike it would be an sasy question ta answerwith 3 guick age-related response; or some
thing alangthe lines of "never” or"as spon as | can.” Now, really focus onthose words, and thinkagain-_When do you plan
to refre?

There are eight essential decizion areas that will help focus your rebrement preparations, The decision areas are: (1) Social
Securty; (3 Warlg £3) Insurance; (4] Retirernamn Plans; (5 Saving and Imvesting; (8] Housing; (7] Debt; and (8 Fraud. Each of
these factors should be fully examined, to ensure that your persanal reiremeant assessment s complete. Mow, you may have
other variables to consider, but these eight, according to Smart About M oney Mews cover a majority of the scenarios you may
face inyour golden years, hilgs: F

YWhenyou think abaut refirement; you are contemplaing what your future might haold.
To da this, you have to start with an overal| objective —your ides| retirement. But the
gight key areas listed above will need 1o be addressed ta help you achieve that desired
refirement. Once you know how dose you are and what else you need to make lagical

NEXT EXIT M

decisions about, then you can foous an planning for that future. Break your planning
and assessment down intothesethree mtegories:

Ie  Sizeup your situation: Size up Your current circumstances, preparaions and condi-
dencein beingable to achieve your desired refirement,
Analyze your decisions: Analyze sight key decision areas that help or hinder your progress in achieving your chosen
refirement |festyle.
Mazhke a Plani Make plansto prepare foryourfinancial needs during rerement.

How Do You Feel Abaut Hetirement?™ How will you feelwhen you retire? Nea one @antell you how te feel about your refite
ment because it's unigque to every person, You may be looking foreard 1o retirement, arit might frighten you ta think about
the finances, whattao do with your ime, oF even how people will react toyou a5 3 refime. Like any transiian in life, reanng
can bring about warious emotons. Not surprisingly, many refirees miove through a variety of réaciions about being refired.
After all, retirerment isa major life transimion,

What are Yeur Maotivations for Retirement? You have been motvated to get good grades, you have educated yourselfto get
a good job, and you wark hard ta garn money and live the life you want. But even these seemingly posiive motnvabons far
your acions @n have downsides. For example, getting pood grades can mean that you do not get enough red from all the
studying. Educatng yourself for @ good job may not pan out if your chosen areer is not sawsfying. Finally, working hard fora
particular |ifestyle means you an miss same of the simple pleasures in |ife. Do any of these motivatons sound familiar?

s |lamfired sfworking arunhappysaith the wark | da.

= My company is forcingme into refirement.

= Healthconcems ffor mear ethers miake it difficult Tor meto canfinue working.
s |wanttoenjoy my life with my hobbies travel and famiby.

What is metwating you to retireT 5o, what mofivates you to refire? Are vou prepared for it? What are some of the down-
sides if you do refre? Write down your mesvadons far retiring and think about bow your life will look in the future. Can you
think of any negatives? Write those down too — you will need a plan to address them. Your Values Count! When you make
refirement plans your inancial needs and values will influence your decisions farthe refirement you envision, Cansider these
statements for example, comtaining wvalue-and financial seniments,

Yaur Retrement Aspirations: Whetheryou think refirement is just aroundthe corner ar a longway off in the future, thinking

o amURal o g 1A
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Are you effectively planning for retirement?
Bobby Adkins

A Mewmideend S gl 130

aboutwhat youwant to do with your resrement will give you guidance for your nest steps.

When Will Yeur Retirement HappenT

® | sessomethinginthe fardistance (20— 34 years aldl; Ferfect! Thisis the best Wme to start plan-
ining your retirement. The sardier you can start savirg far yaur redirement, the more banefit yau will
|| ‘reap from earnings on your savings.

|& | amwithin sight of reirement (35 —43 yearsoldi- 0K, take a good look at your retirement sav-

{ings. If possible, you have saved somewhere up to three Wmes your salary, Keep contribuing to em-

;pln?zr-spunsnred reti rement savings plans and contnue (or increase) savings on your own as well

le.g., inataxable account ortax-deferad IRA).

‘® | am closingin on eWrement (50 or older, but not to full rewrement age yetl: If you have been
saving all along, you might have upto fve aimes your salary. Do net fret if net; you s#ll have ime to save and indreass
yourearnings. Addifonally, at age 50 aralder, you can increase the amount vou contribute to qualified accounts [401
(), 403ib) and IRA cantributions} to help catch up.

¢ | am glready there (65 or older): Mow it is Wme to make dedsions about cortinued employment, your financial readi
ness far remrement, and managing your income in the years to come. If you have been planning all aleng, then you
mmight be readyta refire.

What s Your Life Expectaney? What isthe optimal age to refire? Well, it depends on your preparedness and how longyou can
expect to live. Reduions in deaths from major diseases (like heart disease, cancer or stroke) have positvely influenced life
expectancies inthe U5, Currently, the |ife expecancy for an infant-born in 2014 is almost 79 years. And, ance you hit-majar
age milestanes (65 or more years), your |ife expectancy can increase. Understandingyour life expectancy isimportant because
you will wantto have enough resourcesto coveryour ife span afier retirement. Yaur sources of inceme may beeome limited
when you retire. To factor your life expectancy, go to the following website to calulate hitpsy fwaerw Sca pov/0ACT/
population longevity. hitmi

Fyou take into consideration the lesson above, you will effe cively posiion yaurself to maxkimize yaur retiremeant wellness and

mitigate those unknowns that consatute [fe and longevity, Ower the next several months, this feature will break down the
eight essenmals.

Church School Book Club

September 2017 Discussion Date) Seprember 16, 2017
10:00 AWML — 1130 AL
Trufy, Modly, Guily, Liane Mariarity, 2016

Detober 2017 Diseussion Date; Octaber 21, 2017

10:00 AN, —11:30 A.M.
Kndrag, O coavigButler, 2004
Dana a modem bladowoman, is celebrating her twenmy-sith birthday with her new husband when sheissnatched abrupthy
fram her hame in Califarnia and tran sported tothe antebellum South. Rufus, the white son of & plantaton owner, isdrown
ing.-and Dana has been summonedto save him, Dena ) sdEwn back repeatedly through fime 1o the slave quariers, and each

nme the stay grows langer, more ardunus, and more dangarous unwl it (€ uncertain whether or nat Dana’s [ife will end, lang
before i hasa chancoe ta begin. —Amazon.
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5t. John AME Churzh 1
; Man- profit

213 Church Strest U.5. Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 P&l

(2568 )534-3265 Hunﬁl'-.rille. &L
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn s sl oom

W s ite - st lina me- bev ore

The Rght Peverrd Hamy L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Fevererd Olier alen, Jr, Pesding Eder

The Pevererd Mauorie Wright I, Serant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

SEFTEMEER 25, 2017 CHURCH COMFERENCE, 6:00 P.pA.

OCTOBRER 1, 2017 BISHOP ANME HENNING BYFIELD, GUEBST PREACHER,
10 004 14, WERSHIP

BTH S$ES5IOM OF THE
MORTHEAST ALABAMA ANMUAL CONFERENCE
September 26-30, 2017
Gaines Chapel AME Church
The Reversnd Mathaniel Copeland, Pastor
911 Billingham Street, Pheni City, Alsbama 36867

BTH SESSKM OF THE
EOLUTHWEST ALABAME ANNUAL CONFERENCE
October10-14, 2017
Gaines Chapel AME Church
The Reverend Amos Smith, Pastar
122 CarverAwenue, Atmore, Alabama 36502

2017 PMlanning Meeting
November 2-4, 2017
Daniel Payne Comrunity Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

That i jrjou confess with paur mouth, "fesusis Lord, " and belizve in pour heart
thot God roised him from the deod, pou will be soved Romans 10:9

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN —

'A.M.E .Newstemer &

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

| Volume22 Issue 10 October 2017
Bishop Anne Henning Byfield Welcomed by 5t. John

Bridgst J. Floyd

On Sunday, Ddober 17,51, John was privileged to welcome Bish-
op Anne Henning Byheld, 135" eleced and mns=crated Bishap
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMELD). Bishop Hen-
ning Byfield isthe presiding prelate of the 16" Episcopal District.
In hisintreduchion of the preacherfarthe day, Pastar Wright not-
ed the inspirafional role she has played in his ministerial life as
well asher notable achievements. In surmmary, he indicated that
cshe has served inthe ministry fordd years, havingpasiored three
cengregalons and prior te becaming bishep, she was Presiding
Elder in the4” Episcopal District of the AMEC. Bishop Henning
Byfield is @ published authar af three {3} books, numeraus arn-
cles, and pamphlets. He noted that “she tells it like it is? She
delighted listeners as she read/redted poetry from two of her
books befare beginning her sermon. The positve themes of seif-
gsteem and confidence were ewvident in the words and the
presenta@on. Bishop Henning Byfield's proud membership in
Alpha Kappa Alpha Seranty was recopnized by Pastar YWright,
two local chapters of the sarority and 5t. lahn sararity members.
" This was |led by Dr. Thalia Love and Mrs. Adrienne Fope-Kelley
Washington.

Pastor Wrght, Bshop Hennirg Byfied amd Fev. Ria

The 10 a.m.warship service began with the processianal by cler-
gy-andthe Mass Choir. The Reverand Charles Glover [ed the can-
gregetion in the Call to Worship, followed by the invoefon by
the Reverend Glana Madison and scripture reading by the Rever-
end Joretha Wright [Psalm 37:1-4i. Mext mmethe sacrament of
imfant baphsm, the signficance of which was not lost on those
present.

Bishop Henning Byheld spoke on the tapic “k's Time to Reclaim
Yoursel” with text from James 1.5-B. S5he bepan by giving the
example of a physidan nofing that a medical pronouncerment
could be deemed as either "good” or “bad” stress depending on the perspective of the individual, She encouraged focus on
the positive perspecive in arder to reclaim oneself, She noted that stressors exist, and pave a litany of wronps and injustices
guch as hypocrisy in society, the church, and government. Included in this was the spedfic examples of recent natural disas-

Firs, bary Allen, BEhop Henning Byheld and
Presdimg EderOliverallzn, ir

ters and the differental response of government and even amongthose island nations/American cit'zens, there is 2 lesser
responsg esperienced by those in herdistrict compared to otherareas that are net rceiving sufficient assistant inthese try-
ingfmes. Inthewalke of distress and inequities the listeners were reminded of James’ caution, “Do not be double mindad”.

LA U ST T S |




Bishop Anne Henning Byheld Welcomed by St. John

Bridget J. Floyd

A mriliarctd Meaat fare )

- r S5he noted the importance of under-
L# standing that “God has made promis
il " es for you_. lesus got up from the

& l:"—j dead”. She notedthat this means ane
might needto suffer, “live through the
pain’ but™if He did it before He'll do it
again®. Giving the example afthe mir-
acle of the resurrzction and Jesus de-
feating the devil, Bishap Henning By-
#eld noted that “He will gt us
through® strife and bad fimes.

The preacher noted that sometmes
the difficulties and loss may cause a
persan to. be so nepabvely impaded
that thiey doubt God, She notad that it Is in these negalive circumstances that “we must reclaim oursehes.. change yaur
mind®, Shereminded, “As a person thinketh” that iswho s/he is or becomes. Therefore do nat focus an negative feadback
ar crificism from others. [t is Impermatve to not let the negatvity of others impact one's thinking, self~worth, orwho they
become/are, It was at this point that Bishop Henning Byfield shared her memory of @ stern chaswsement from her mather
when she was age five.5he drankfrem a waterfountain because it was at a levelthat she could reach, mtherthan daing so
because it was labelled "colared”, Her mother adamantly discouraged this act. Similarly, Bishap Hennlng Byfield encour-
agedthe congregantsto “change your spirit” and to be mindful that *| am not what they call me or even what | call myself”,

BEhop 2nre Henning Byfekl delivars a powerful messge.

She reminded them' of the scriptural recording of the transformaton of Paul; that is, from ‘killingto bringing people to
Christ”. She stated, "You have to decide whoss side you are an”,

ConWnuing to notethe positive outcome that can/should come from negative situstions; Bishop Hanning Byfield stated, God
can take our lack of skills forchallenging situations) and muse an unexpeded/perfect outcome. She gaye examples of peo-
ple receiwing negative feedback that they couldwould not succeed butin fact earned advanced/terminal degrees, became
surcessful in music/the arts or in sports. Again, the choice istotake eitherthe negative or positive perspedive, understand-
ing that the choice can/will make the difference inthe oucome,

I Bishap Henning Byfield noted her doctaral
dissertabion examining the effect of “shor-
natice appoaintments an pastors”. This ob-
vioush can be stressful to the adults as well
as the children in such situafions. She
shared her experience of adjusang to a
miowe required af her father, nafing the
pattern of moving every three to four years
a5 @ pastor's child, She shared the experk
ence of encountering a determined bBully
when she started a new school She noted
that fallewing the instrucions af her par-

= ents resulted in her not having a positive

outcome inthat first: encounter. Howewer,

after her mathar noted that there is a differ-

_h:h:.plmquh]lﬂiiﬁf '.E!mhr:nfilph: Kapm & I'phi'u.uﬂ\l ire, ence in starting a fight versus defending
= Eh:l..l...‘.’fl'!ivl'l‘t far the sepris. _ el e oo v i
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Bishop Anne Henning Byheld

W aralirinced e e 2

aneself; that is, establishingthat this bully would not have an
ea sy passive target going forward. ¥With the encounter an
the secand day, she thought she was alone, but asserively
stood her ground and the girl ran away. She subsequenthy
foundthat she had “hidden” supportinthat her brother had
been hiding in the background, but when she asserf@vely
stood her ground, he stepped out (unknowingly to her at the
timej so thatthe bully saw that she had support.

A5 she conduded, Bishep Henning Byfield prodaimed to the
congregants that "You've got somezbedy whe's net hiding_.
God! ¥ou've got same help! Reclaim Yourseff®  As she ex-
tended the invitalon to disdpleship, Bishop Henning Byfield
extended the “first call” to salvation — "Reclaim Your Salva-
fion®™ Thera wasone addion tathe 5t John church family.
Additmonally the call for prayer was answered, Bishop Hen-

ningByfield prayed forthose who cametothe altar for pray-
Er.

There was a beautful, inspirational spirit presem. The blegs
ing af balance between challenge and encouragerment was
wiell received by St. John and puests.

After the sermaon, Bishop Henning Byfield installed the offic-
ers of the Women's Missionary Society.

Bishop Henning Byfield was the chief celebrant forthe sacra-
ment of Haly Communian at the request af Pastar Wright.
The Pastar, alongwith Presiding Elder Allen and the 5t. lehn
ministerial stafl, served the congregants. '“We are thankful
forthe lovely service, message, and sacraments.of the AME
Church.

Weekly Bible Study

Wednesday, 12 pm and & pm

Fastor Wnght leads Bible Study each Wednesday at noon
and b pm (unless ptherwise neted an the church @len-
GETR

Ceaconess Corner
5ubmitted by Deacomess Ermestine Bames Mery
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Feeding of the 5000........... The Evolution of the Soup Kitchen

Bloheon

On any given third or fourth
Tuesday, the line begins form-
ing at11:00 a.m. at the doaor of
{the Soup Kitchen at 5t. lohn
AME Church, Hurisville, Ala-
bama even though the Soup
Kitchen does net open untl
egactly 11:30 am.. The line
consists of senior cizens, mid
dle-aged parents with children,
csome yoeung adults, and during
the summer months, children
of wvarying ages: Since hunger
has no respect for ethnicity,
the line is wery diverse, Some
rmake their way in vehicdes, but
the majority, walk to ihe
church. Despite their seen or
unseen disabilies, they come
far gne reasan only: ta obtaina
hot meal on the third Tuesday
and a bagged lumch on the

fourth Tuesday,

Soup Eickenvaluntee s Steplanie Sott, Templena Stanky, Mary Alen, PEadean Myham,
Prukette Williams, lohrathan Scott, Kamn Minor aml Kay ad kins. According to 2 news report by
Courtney  Crown (2017, “In
Madison County, the Narth Alabama Coalimon far the Hameless (NACH reported 3 13% increase in the total number of
homeless people inthe county. |n 2016, the total number reported was 289, butthe numbers for 2017 show 379 peaple |-
ing either unsheltered, in emergency sheltersar transiional housing.” Inthe state of Alabama, a family of four receives a
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program {(SNAP) /Food Stamp, alletment of $309.00 for a full manth {United States Dept.
of Agriculture, 2017.) Parents receiving this allatment depend on the school system to provide two meals [breakfast and
lunch) far their school-aged children. The younger children are provided for, but what aboutthe aduft{s) or older children in
the family? How do they get their meals now since most families are on fixed income? Forthose falling intothis demograph-
i, food should not become a low priority issue to housing, utiliies and medidne, but unfortunately it does.

In 2007 aneof 5t. John's church members, Mrs. Charlsiz Brooks, was visiing her sister’s (Mrs, Cassandra Pitis) church, 5t.
Paul AME Church in Macon, GA-She observed the operations of their soup kitchen. The church actually picked up the people
and brought them tothe church far lunch. Aftersards, her thoughts were, “if they @n dothis for peoplein theircommuni
ty, why could this pregram not be replicated to meet the needs of the peoplein Huntsville?” Mrs.Brooks appraached the
Reverend Dr, Hamer L MeCall with the praposalto begin a soup kitchen at5t. John, The Soup Kitchenwoeuld be part af the
Food Service Commitiee, the commities which oversees all food preparation for the church. The 5t John Soup Kitchen
opened in 2005,

With Dr. MeCall's blessings, the proposal was shared with the Stewardess Board. The Stewardess Board accepted the chak
lenge. The major concern was security. Second to security concerns were health department regulamions. The Health Depart-
ment was ontaded and the concem was resolved. As long as good healh procedures were followed, the meals would be
considered a donation and considered afree gift. Being a new concept; however, low parfdpation and apprehension en-
sued. As fime passed, the attendance and support grew,

A et nd e pvge 3
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Feeding of the 5000........... The Evolution of the Soup Kitchen

Bloheon

M vamliwaiad v pisee £

The missian of the Soup Kichen remains the
same: "0ur ministry uses the vehicle af food to
feed the kingdom by providing escellence in

guality and service to all we serve.” We strive
lto |ve Hebrew 13:2, “Do not forget to enter
-~ tain strangers, for by 50 doing same have urr
withingly entertained angels.” The Intent was
te not only to share a meal, but to share the love

of lesus and develop a relationship with the
peaple being served.

The Soup Kitchen works because of dedicated

and commitied volunteers, Some of the first

supporters and workers were Mrs. Charlsie

Breoks, Mrs. Eleanar Burmeti, Mrs. Maeola

Peoples, Mrs. Pearlean Myhand and Mrs. Char-

lotie Brisker. Ag the Soup Kitchen grew, more

Soup Kt he n Vol ites s —winter 2007 people volunteered. The Stewardesses valun-

teered. The YPDers helped when they were an

school breaks. Same members came during their lunch heurto assist. Since there was not a budget, members were gracious

indanatng food aswell as kitchen equipment. Mrs. Bessie Smith, Mrs Lorene Jones and the late Mrs:Sugie Hammonds and
the late M rs. Benita Jackson all served as chairpersons forthe Food Service Committes.

Later on the FoedService Committee and the Soup Kitchen combined underthe supervision of Mrs. Peadean Myhand and
co-chair Maeola Peoples. Mrs. Stephanie Scatt serves presently a5 the Soup Kitchen Ministry supereisar. The issue of secun-
ty has since bean resoled. Mr, Bill Williams, Mr. lesse Johnsan, Mr. Lars Avery and other5t. lohn Trustees currently provide
security forthe Soup Kitchen.

Originally, theSoup Kitchen was anlyepen onthethird Tuesday. The Reverend OF, Patrick O, Claybarn sawithe need to offer
theSoup Kitchen twice a month and so the 47 Tuesday was added. The Soup Kitchen was also gven a budget. The budget
has been increased under the tenure of the Reverend Maurice Wright, |l. Hoerewer, the budgst is sall not sufficient 1o sup-

port the many needs of the Seup Kichen. 5o, many fmesthe members ofthe soup kitchen filltlhe gap with their own per-
sanal funds.

The meals are prepared with care and concem forthe people that come. The kitchen ministry strives to provide good guality,
nutriious and attrachvely packaged meals. Holidays are spedal inthat the people are imiited ta partake of a hot Thanksgiv-
ing and Christrmas sit down meal with all the trimmings.

The Soup Kitchen has become popular with the community, 51, John just happensto be located adjacent to a local television
stabion. The stalion sponsars a8 community event knawn as “Pay It Fonsard” where good deeds in the community are recog-

nzed with a cash payment af $319.00. 5t. John's Soup Kitchenwas the redpient of the “Pay t Farward” Award in March of
2014,

The Soup Kitchen not anly serves individual persans and families in the Huntsville Community, but also serves other groups.
Forihe last few years, the Soup Kitchen has partnered with The Hamis Heme for Children te provide mealsforthe children
wiho reside there. The clients of First5top, Inc., a2 program which encounters homeless peaplz where they areand empowers

P PATATRARIT iV R )

Do ber IIF Fape 5



Feeding of the 5000........... The Evolution of the Soup Kitchen

Bloheon

o e e e e A

them to find independent, sustainable living also receive meals from the Soup Kitchen. First Stop, Inc epresentagive, Mr.
Talley, stated that, “The meals from the Soup Kitchen allews us gne day a month to concentrate.on the ather needs of our
clients. The clisnts really lowe the meals and look foreard 1o receiwingthem.” He also said the meals enable themto save an
the mst andame of preparng meals. He remarked that the mealz wers same of the “best in town.”

5t. John’sSoup Kitchen also partnered with the Caregivers, Prayer and Respite Ministry (CPR Ministry), The CFR ministry pro-
wides support forthe sickand shut in members and their carggivers. Holiday meals are pached and delivered to the members
and their caregivers. This allows the CPR Ministry members to connect with those members who because of their health
hawve not bean able to cmme to church, The CPR members enjoy reaching out to those members as much asthe members
enjoythe wisits.

As of August 2017, 5t_John AME's Soup Kitchen celebrated its 5,000 meal forthe conference year! How did 5t. John get to
this mile stone? |t started with meals being distributed ance a month anthe third Tuesday of each month, Then the program
pregrassively moved to twice a manth. The chart below shows the progression of providing more meals to safsfy the grow-
ing need inthe coammunity, The Soup Kitchen progressed from serving B18 meals in 2012 1o serving 5649 in 2016-17. All
the hanerand praise gees ta God, the ulimate provider.

Feeding the 5000

Ghas
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This writer had an opportunity to speak with several of the recipignts while visiing the Soup Kitchen on Tussday, August
22" Here is what they hadto saY.

Christima C., & regular, stated that cthe enjoys the meals and that they are awelcome relief, seeing she has very little money.
And it also means she does not have to caok

Susan ., who has been coming for several years, said that the ladies arewery helpful. The meals are a blessing, Herfriend,
Leonard, (b.k.a. Cowboy) said if it were not for God, he would not be here. The meals are a God-send,

Barbara T. commentedthat she has been comingfar several years and was wery grateful when anether day was added.
Reflecwons from the Soup Kitchen Ministry members were just as positive.

Mirs, Stephanie Seoit, Soup Kitchen Supemvisor, stated that she just wanted to help her community and to give back, seeing
a5 she has been so richly blessed. Her anby wish is that funding could increase so that moere people could be served and an
addiional day could be added.

A rrdimianl o i Tl
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Feeding of the 5000........... The Evolution of the Soup Kitchen

Bloheon

ELIEJEE S R T
Mrs, Paulette Williams, walunteer, stated that she volunteers because it iswhat she feels sheis supposed to do.She reflac-

ed on Matthew 25:35, “Faor [was hungry and you gave me somethingto eat_." She stated that this is what we are called to
do.

Mrs. Mary Allan, volurteer, stated “This is about as close as you could get to fulfilling the missian God asked of us. Serving
someone food fulills a basic human nead. And we do it beczuse of Christ, not because of us. As we feed the physical needs
of the people, it is my hope that one day very soon, we will be able to openthe attar of the churchto pray with them-and fill
their spirtual needs as well ™

Mr. Bill Willlams, security volunteer, stated “The people seem ta be genuinely grateful farthe meals. They depend an our
reliability and deparndability to b2 here..and because they know we-are goingto be here, they keep coming back.”

Besides the Reverend Maurice Wright, Servant Fastor af 5t. John AME Church, Retired Presiding Elder O liver Allen is one of

theSoup Kitchen's staunchest supparters. He has raved about the meals and espedally the desserts at every Quarnery Con-
ference. Both servant leaders are thankful to
the volunteers for meeting the needs of Gad’s
people,

y The needs af the peaple Inthe ommunity will

" continue to prow as the economy becomes
mare unstable Peoplein need will continue to
reach out for suppart. 5t. Johr's Soup Kitchen
will be heretostandinthe gap. However, it |5

| eoing to take more people willing to valuntesr
on the: third and fourth Tuesday of each
manth. More people, means more food,
which means more moeney reguired to supply
the need. The Soup Kichen Staff is soliciing
donafions on a manthly bases via the Sunday
offerings. The Soup Kitchen is listed on the
ofiering envelope. Please consider making a
monthly donahon.

Piture of YPOes volumeeringat the Soup Kit henin 2013

In Marthew 14:18, lesustook & little boy's lunch of twa fish and tive loaves of bread and fed 5000, It was considered a mira
cle. 5o, what is the lessan learned frem the Soup Kitchen? He is sl in the business af cresfing miracles. What began as a
little project, just-athought, has grown beyond what was believed could be possible. God took the liftle provisions that we
started out with and provided the Soup Kitchen with more than enough ta fulfill His mission for His people in nesd,

Tewvalunteer contac SisterStephanie Scotlat stepscothid com cast.net

Reference List
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Ereast Cancer Awareness
By Rosemary Wells

According to the American Cancer Society breast @ncer is the most commaon @ncerin Amen-
mnwomen, except for skin @ncer, Currently, the averdge risk of awomaninthe United States
oA io develop breast cancer same fime in herlfeis about 12%. This meansthereisalin & chance
RS shewill develap breast cancer. This also means there isa ¥ in 8 chance she will never have the
e Hevillesely disease.
rep by fren
I:'IJ'-"II"-":II .j; .'J'Ilu' Cancer is a broad term for a dass of diseases characterized by sbnarmal cells that grow and in-

FIT ol

wade healthy cells inthe body. Breast cancer starts inthe cells of the breast as a group of cancer
cells that can invade surrounding tissues or spread (metastasize) to otherareas of the body.

“What's my risk of breast cancer?” is-a quesiion many women ask their dectors. Women with certain risk factors are more
likely than others to develop breast cancer. A risk factor is somethingthat may increasethe chance of getting a disease. Ge
feEme rish factors that cannot be changed incdude the fallewing:

& Ae=the strongest riskfactor, most warmen whao get breast cancer are alderthan 50.

& HRace-Inthe United States, white women hawve the highest breast cancer rates. African American women are mare likely
to die from breast @ncer than white woarmen. 0 ne reason sthat cancer is often found in African American women at a
later, more advanced stagewhen it may be harderto treat.

s Family histary-havinga mother, sister, ar daughterwho has had breast cancer increases a woman's nish,

o Pampnal haahh hisor-women whao have had cancerin one breast are more likely to get cancerinthe other breast.

& Early menstrustor-hawing your first period before the age of 12,

s Late menopavis afterthe age of &5

o [laver having children-or hawing children afterthe age of 30 Inoease your risk for breast cancer,

Ervironmental riskfaciors that can be changed aravoided indude:

= Sedentary |Festyle-lack af physical adivity

o  Foordiet

& [0 besity-heing over weight

» [Drinking alcehal

* Hadighontothe chest

» Combined harmone replacement therapy (HRT)

Cafleine, deadorant, micrawaves, cell phones, being in comtact with somsone who has breast cancer or wearing an undereire
bira are net riskfactors and do not cause breast @ncer.

All people;, whether male or female are born with same breast cells and fssue. Bven though males do not dewelop milk pro-
ducing breasts. a man's breast cells and assue @an sbll develop breast cancer. Even so, male breast @ncer is very rare. Less
than ane percent. of all breast cancer cases develap in men, and anly ene in a thousand men ‘will ever be diagnosed with
breast mncer. Breast cancer in men is usually deteced as a hard lump underneath the nipple and arecla (the dark-mlo=d
skin on the breastthat surroundsthe nipple). Men carrya higher mortality rate than wiomen do, primarily becauses awarsness
amongmen (s less and they are less likely to assume alumpis breast cancer, which @n cause a delay in seekingtrestment.

Thanksto sereening breast cancer ofien (s found before a waman has any physical symptoms. ¥ et a waman should know how
her breasts narmally look and feel sathat she can repoert any unusual changeste herdacar.

Tests commanly used to screen far breast cancer (s a mammogram which is @ low-dose of $-ray of the breast to lookfor chang-
esthat are not nomal. Some woamen have net gotten regular mammoegrams inthe past because of cost and lack af insurance,
Butinsurance companies are now required to cover mammegrams every 1 to 2 years for wamen aver 40 at no oost to the pa-
went because of the Aflardable Care Act. Depending onfactors such as famiky histary and your general health your docor may

A vasat dop g 00
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Breast Cancer Awareness
By Rosemary 'Wells

i rovedbwanral Ureamt panage B

recommend & mammaogram before age 40 or more often,
The other screeningtool is @ Clinics! Breast Beam (CBE} per
formed by yoaur physician, The docter looks at and feels the
breast and under the arms far lumps ar anything else that

SEEMS unusual.

It is alse recammended that every woman perfarm a Sef
Hreasi B<am [SBE) regularly on the same day every month.
By doing a regularSBE women become familiar with the way
their breasts normally looks and feel.

Krnowing what iz nomal for you may help you notce a
change in your breasts and you can report the abnormality
early toyeaur physician,

Call your doctor ifyou feela lump in or near your breast or
under your arm pit, @ change in the size ar shape of your
breast, nipple discharge (Auid that is not breast milk), dvang
es i your nipple such as imveried nipple, any changes in
vour skin {redness, itching, scaling, dimplingor puckering) .

Heep in mind that most breast changes are not cancer. &
lump felt could be a benign cyst, which is @ fluid-flled luimp
that is not cancer. Eady breast cancer usually dees not cause
pain. 54ll, if you nofice a change in your breast or pain do
not lesiate to call your docar and schedule avisit. Op not
wait unil your next chechkup,

REMEMBER_.“EARLY DETECTION isthe BET PROTECTION

Fermaore infarmation on breast cancer swareness go to
winrwwomensheatth.gav or
vaerei.nationalbreastancerorg

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Charie Biow b

MISSION TRIP

| hﬂﬂi‘l:”h.l'!lll:‘& of the Lard, nﬁn:,”l\'h:l shall | send, and
who will go farus”
Then said |, "Here | am, sand me"* |saizh 68

¥ you Kpow Jesus, your entre |ife is a longt=rm Mission
Tﬂp,_i.u_d Bvery single week Is a shart term mission sppar-
tunity. That mieans you ara ona !hnﬂ-t!n'rl mission trip hers
inyourtown, every day; everyvwhers vou :'n.

Can yau imagine how radically difterant aur lives would be if
wewere 1o apply the same mind-set-about-foraign missions
tripsthat we are an every day? Can you imagine haw our
trheswuuld EHIHEL Hﬂu.r aur :mnnﬂhni’l‘lﬂuhuld dﬁmg‘!"

Imagine that every day, just iiJ'I"'ruu weErein some sxonc for-
‘E1E|"I land, II'.rTrrﬁwﬁh an up!ml an l:FEer’i ]::lwr_r a5 Mis-
sionarigs like Faol, tha .lpn!ﬂi!, David Livingstan, Charlotte
Moon, and Eric. I.J:Idr.ll and others who changed lives “aver
thers'. Imag[n! thil.‘-'.rnuﬂrr'u was fill ed with that same colrs
g:uu-s engagement with ‘non-believers’ and that Ged was
Eoing to use you asa part of His plan te rescus, serve and

lead o ut of d ir.h'_rq esstheu nﬁr!.m:l w¥hao e n_ln'r ¥0 u:_?

Living mission-ceniered life s maintaining 3 concarn for thase
not yet rr_m.ml! and ﬂrfrr[ faor asin aur local, eammunity.
Here is the pl.i.r:l ‘where your believar's heart can begin to
grow, Bea part of aur Mission, feeding the hungry and being

-th’n-tlhur'd_'l_nnﬂ missien, where every deed and Word Is be-

ing duneta reconcile peaple to Him,

-Inﬂﬂd af thin |:[1'||,r [If"l'l'li:!ﬂ'ﬂﬂ:l'-h'l termsef invalving fnutgn
lands and exofic places, ’1r|rjn|nln:1th ‘lacal mission’ of lead-
ing people-to know: JEIHLB:I-TH. werve food. Eu'uﬁr 3" -and 4"
Tﬂnldﬂ in the Siﬂn'l dehn A.MJ‘:" Church Saup Kitchen begmn-
ningat 1130 a_r'rl .".i:El‘r:lu 'lh!re_

'H_!]_p ustobe a_:_hu:n_:!& an a mission 1o seekand save tha lost
s J=sus Leads ustoda

-for| was hungry, and ys gave meto eat; | wasthirsty, and ye
gave ma drink; and | was @ stranger; and y= taok me in.

Marthew 12:1 (ASV)
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2017

The lessan reviews werewritien by Kenneth Parham.

MNeovember 5 2017

Lessen Title: Faithful Ged, Unfaithful Peaple
Lesson Seripture: Mumbers 25; | Samuel 2:27-36
Print: Numbers 25:10-13; | Samuel 2:30-36
Devetional Songs: #2457 and #2443

Koy Werss: " will raise up 3 faithful priest, wha shall do ac
cording to what isin my heart and in my mind.” |5amuel
3h

Ir this lesson, we enoountar twa occurrences where God
wias enaching same type of judgement an the priests wha
biad been chosen to 2ct as intercessors betws=en God and
the children of |srazl. One exchange shows God dealing
wiith 3 faithful priest and the ether Gad is dealing with an
unfalithful priest

In the first sxchange (Numbers 25, God is pleased with
Phinghas' acwan as he spared an lsraelis and the Midianite
woman. God's imtent was for His people to be abedient
and te serve Him enly (for Godis a jealous god). God had
been displeasad with the Isrzelites beczuse they had inhab-
ited a farsign land (Promised Land) but had alse intermin-
gled with the custam of idolatry by the Midianites God had
commanded Moses o kil all Israglites who had aligned
with The forsign gods and customs bt before the arder
was carried out, azealous and loyal priest (grandson of Az
rany, ook actans imo his own hands to stone for the peo-
ple of lsrasl.

Inthe second exchange (1 5amuel 2, God made known 1o
the priest Eli that his service andthe sarvice of his lineage
was no longer needed. |t is noted that Eli's sinwas that of
camplacenoy, God relayed how Eli stoad by as Eli's sans
falso priests) had desecrated the meat offering and were
apenky sleeping with women near the worship tent. God
indicated to Eli that the ime of judgement had cometo Eli‘s
family with the death of his sons anthe same day. God also
indicated that He would cut off the branch of Levi (Eli's de-
scendants) and appoint a faithful replacemeant that He had
been grooming, a faithful priest Samuel) beyond reproach.

It is noted that in both occasions, God remained faithful to
the priests and children of |smel, i is noted that in both
cased duete man's sinful nature, man failed ta remain
faithful to God.

Movemnmber 13, 3017

Lessan Title: Promise of a Mew Covenant
Lessen Senpture: Jeremish 31

Print: Jereamiah 31:27-34

Devotional Songs: #2585 #3211, and #2343

Key Verse! 1wl put my law wathin them, and Dwill wirite an
their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my
peaple. Jeremiah 31:33

Thrmaughaut this chapter, the Lord speaks to J=remiah an
rebuilding of the relawanship between God and the children
of lsrael; and how He will make lsrasl 2 great people again
It should be noted that since the delwermnce of [sraelites
from Epypt te the Promisad Land, God giving Moses writien
lawis for the |sraelites te follow and with people having free
will; God allawed for the growth (both good and bad) of his
people throughout the pramised lands. God prowvided re-
wiards and punishments where nesded ta get the attenmion
of His people sa that they might stay trnie to Him, Howewer,
it appeared that the [sraglites imtermingled so much with
theforsign people of other lands that they a5 a people for-
got the face aof thelr Father and the covenant established
between God and Mozes,

God relayed to Jeremiah that a fime 15 coming whare God
will restare the children of {srasl to greatness. He indi@tes
that he will establish a new covenant with the children af
lsrael. The new covenant will not hold the descendants ac-
countabile for the sins of thair farefathers. Instead of having
wiritien laws that man can interpret and follow based on
human nature, God will put the law in man's heart  And
those that follew the lawwritten intheir hearts willtruby b=
God's people and He will be their God.

MNevembar 19, 2017

Lessean Title: Mediator af the Mew Covenant

Lesson ScrApture; Hebrews12:14-15, 18-29; Psalm &6
Printi Hebrews 12:14-15, 18-29

Bevetional Sengs: 25, F272, and #243

Key VWerse) Since we are receiving 3 kingdom that cannot
be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we afferto Gad an
acceptable worship with reverence and awe for indead aur
Godisaconsumingfire, Hebrews12:28-29

Upon consuling several commentaries for this lesson, they

U o ) e 42
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Church School Lesson Overview

o amnideriectcd v peiipe 4 1)
all agree that ane must be at peace and in a state of holiness
in order to truly enter inte wership with God. They alsa
agree that we must refrain fram antering with = birtar spirit.
It was noted tha |ife crisis such as dissppointments and re-
sentments lead to urfulilled lves, bider spirits, may ower-
shadew ourdespest Christian relalionships.

And azwe gatherto warship God in awe and with reverence,
we gre reminded that se as the children of lsmel needed 3
mediator under the ald cowenant, we too need a mediatar
under the naw covenant. Unlike the days of the Law where
Moses was nesded te stand inforthe [sraslites based on the
depiction of Ged living on Meunt Sinai spewing fire and
thunder and consuming any uncleaned man ar animal who
dared g spproach-His holy ground; e, underthe new moyve-
mamt, encounter @ gentler God, one who has transfarmed
into 8 God of love. Being under the new covenant of grace,
Jesus stands . in &85 our mediatar The depichan under the
new ovanant has God residing Inthe new city @lled Jemusa-
lem located an Mount Zion. Residing in the new city is also
noted astesus, a host ofangels in 8 festal gathering and the
spirits of the right=ous

Movember 26, 2017

Lessen Title: Remembering the Covenant

Lessan Seripture: | Connthians11; Jude 1

Print: | Carinthiang 11:23-34

Tentative Devotional Songs! #412 F258, and #243

Bey Verse:
as ofien asveu drink it, in remembrance of me.”
ans 11:25

“This isthe new ovenant 10 my bleod, Do this,
| Carinthi-

I this lesson Paul writes to the Chrishan: of Connth to ad-
manish them cancerning the Lord's last supper. Hewanted
to let the p=ople know that the Lord’'s Supper is a wery s
cred mesl and that ane should examing one’s gwn heart o
ensure that one is not opening oneself to God's
Judgement,

eternal

it appeared that the Chrisians of Corinth met regularly 1o
partake of the lord'sSupper. Based anwhat iswiritien inthe
scripture, the Christans of Connth made disinclion amongst
each other at this gathering and also made it 3 habit of not
waiting on everyone to arrive before consuming the meals.
Faul Indicated that this led to some; over eating and over
drinking while athers were |[2ft not having anything to. 23t ar

drink. Howewer, the most important fact was that the signifi-
cance af the Lord's Supper had been fargotien and was re-
placed with a tradiion (not even clase but a Thanksgiving gath-
ering without the Thambks).

Paul sgain reminded the hristans of Corinth that Jesus aiked
the discipies to take and eat the bread [His flesh] and drink of
the cup (His blosd) a5 aften a5 one @nin remembrance of the
sacrifice that Jesus wasto undertake inarderto provide 3 new
coveEnant between God and man.

Church School Eook Club

e BOOK I!I—::1 9,
© LB g ®

Dizeussion Date ! Octeber 21, 2017
10:00 Al —1130AM.

Kindred, O ctavia Butler, 2004

Diseussion Date: November 18 3017
1000 A M-_—11:-30 A M.

leota's Gorden, Francine Rivers, 2013

L!ﬂ'[:i"! garden was once 3 place of beauty, where flowers
bloomed and hope thrived. {t was her refuge from the deep
wounds inflicted by & devastating war, her sanctuary where she
knelt befare @ loving God and prayed for the children whao
ould not understand her silent sacrifices.

Mow, elghty-fourvearold Leota Reinhardt is alane, her beloied
garden im rujne All hereflorts to recondle with her adult dhil-
dren have besn fruitless and she voices her despair ta & loving
Father, her only friend.

Then God brirgs & wind of change through unlikely means: ane,
2 college student wha thinks he has allthe answers; the-other,
the granddaughter Leata never hoped to know. But can the
devastamon wmught'hy kEeepirng painful family sacrets bhe re-
paired before she runs out of Wma?. —Amazon,
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5t. John AME Churzh 1

; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hurrz dile oom

e s ite - st hina me- fev g

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Olier alen, Ir, Pesding Eder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

October 23-26, 2017 GHIMF Fall Revival, First Missionary Bapiist Church, 7 p.m.

October 25, 2017 First Quarterly Conference, 6:00 p.m.

DOctober 31, 2017 Trunkor Treat, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Movember 2-4, 2017 Ninth District Plenary Meeting, Daniel Payne Commurity Plaza, Birmingham, Alabama
Movermnber5, 2017  Daylight 5avings Time ends— Fall back ane hour

MNeovember 3-11, 2017 Connectianal Lay Organization Executive Baard Meeting, Birmingham, Alabama
December8-3, 2017 Church Training

Stewardess —Friday, December 8, 2017, 5:00 pom.
All Church Leaders—Saturday, December 5, 2017

That iff you confess with pour maouwth, “Jlesusis Lord, " and belizve in yaur heort
that God raised him from the dead, pou will be soved Romans 102

INDRIC
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_ St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama
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A Thanksgiving Message

Hattie Mathan
st lohn AME Church, Ft. pilc kel 2B barm
8" DEtnctChrstian Ed wation Diector

THARK YOU GOD

Weare entering the season that we call Thanksgiving. We dothank God eve-
ry day for His goodness, His grace, and His mercy, as well as all of the many
blessings He sends our way. While you enjoy feod and family, thank God to-
gether and name Hisblessings one by ane.

THAME YOU GOD:

For the ime You have given usto live, to love, and to laugh; for the trials-and
tribulaons of everyday life that test our fath and make us stronger; for
tough skin that breeds endurance; far tender skin that culwvates the fruit af
the spirit; for yourtouch God that makes us whale and far the human touch
that makes the difference in the lives of your people; for knowing the truth
that sets usfree;and farttme bring Inthe hands of the giver af@me,

Forthe heawy load YourSon carried asHe bore the sins af all mankind ornthe coss st Calary; for our new home called heaven
with no more sickness, death or pain; for hindrancesthat shelter us from harm and danger; for hearis that somefimes grieve
biut sill have joy; for hindsight which somed mes brings usto the understanding of the matier; and for healing from all manner
of sickness and disease.

Forthe awesome God that You @re as seen in Yaour creatures and Your cresfions; for the autonomy of ¥ our authority as You
take charge of everything and everybody, forthe anserers to our prayers even our selish prayers; for anger that ends befare
the sun goes down; foraspirafions to become wha Youwould have usto be; and for another chance after every ather chance.

Forthe nail printsinYour Son's hands and feet which we have not seen yet we believe; for nothing greaterthan Your love and
our new life in Christ; for natural resources which were made by You for us; for never-ending protecion and provisions; far
right nowwr while we sall have ime to give our best; for our numbered days bethey langor shor; for both spiritual and physical
naurishment;, fornewbornsto replenish Your earth; and for neighbarswwho are helpful 2nd in need of help.

For ¥ou God,the King of kings; for the privilege to kneel before ¥You and know that Yau will hear us when we pray; for the
krowledge of Your perfed will and Yeurwanderful way; for kindred spirits to connect sith our sisters and brathers in Christ;
for lesuswho stands-at our door and knocks; for knowing we are kinsmen because You are our Father; and for knacking on a
doorthat we know will apen,

Forsendinglesuswho cametosemne notto be served; for our God who never sleeps or slumbers; for salva®ion given to us as a
result of the shed blaod of Jlesus Chrst; for aur Saviar, the San of God who isthe same yesterday, today and forever; far the
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A Thanksgiving Message
Hate Mathan

St lohnAME Chureh, Ft Witchell Alabama
8" DiEtrict Chritian Edu ation Director

A Tt B e 1)

Holy Scriptures which reveal the will af Goed; far the security of being covered in the blead af lesus; far sensifivity ta the
needs of others; for shelterfrom the stormy blasts; forthe shield af faith; farthe sheer joy of calling on the Mame of Jesus;
and for the sacred opporunity to confess aur §ins and be made dean again:

For the fres gifi of eternal |fe; for the gifts that God has given to us for us to glerify Him; for the privilege to stand (n the
gap; forthe oppartunity ta give; for the gatherngof the twio arthree inthe name af lesus; forthe glodausdisplay of Gad's
power in the universe; forthe government which is really upon His shoulders; for the pood news of the Gospel; for the ur-
merited favor of grace; forthe grave that has no victory; for God, our makerand our creator; and for God, the great | AM.

Forthe image inwhich God made us; for our idermty in Christ; for the illustrafion of God's power and order in his creatton;
forknowing that God inhabits the praises of His people; for our God-given inheritance;
for the forgiveness of our iniquimes; and for the innumermable stars that sprinkle the

night sk,

Far the variety of good graces given to us by God; for the mountains and the valleys of
Iifewhich reveal our true strength; farthe vastness of God's creation which inspires us
* to explore; for aur natural wentlator {lunps which enables us to breathe; far the wil-
lage to help mise the children; far wision that by the grace of God comes te fruiion;
and farvocamansthat call us to wark and farvacatonsthat allow usto rest and relax.

Forthe inner most pant of us where the spirt of God dwells; for the Waord of God
wihich is good for instruckon; for the desire to be an instrument of peace; for our in-

tangible souls;for integrty; fordivine interverdon; forthe invaluable riches of the gos-
pel; and for God's investmeant in His children.

Farnathing butthe blood of lesus that can wash my sins away; foar Ged’'s never-ending and abidingloeve; far neighbars who
aretrue friends; forthe noises of beth the ceatures and the creawon; farthe wonders af nature; for natural beauty; for the
next generaions which are to come; for not givingup or giving in; for new comers to help build God's kingdam; for the
blessed privilege to @l upon the Name of lesus which is above every other name.

WE ARE 50 THAMKFLIL:

Forour awresome God; for our God of bountiful blessings; for our God who cares so dearly; for God who will draw all men
unto Himsel; for our everlasting God; for our faithful God; far the graciousness of God; for our Hely God; For God who is
infinite; for aur jealous Ged; for the kingship of God; for God's uncendonal leve; for the mighty God, our maker; for God
who s not slack in His promisas; far our God whe is amnipatent; emniscient;, and amnipresent; for our Goad who kas all
powerin Hishands; for God who answers our prayersand our questions; for ourridy God; for God who is super natural; for
our God of understanding for Gad whowvindicates us; for God the Weoenderful Counszler; our God ef natural ¥-ray vision; aur
God whose yoke iseasy: and our God who is at the zenith af His creatfon.
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Children and Youth Enjoyed Trunk or Treat Food and Fun
By takaye b Williams

Popcarn, candy, and cakes OH MY The |augher of kids, the wittiness af their costumes and the smiles on their faces made
thiswear's trunk ortreat so awesome! The night started off with 12 kidsall lined up wailngto play musical diairs. The compe-
fition was 50 humorous and entetaining? In the end, the winner was Uma of Descendants (Demyn Goode)! After so much ac-
won framthe musical chairs, the babies were lined up to start the adventure of the night, Trunk ar Treat! Several trunks were
decorated to perfecwon forthe holiday but onein pariioular stood out amongst the rest, the Falcon's Lsirf The Falcan's Lair

was fully dressedin Atlanta Falcons gear and was a crowd favorite among the kids and adulis! The kids filled 1heir bags up 1o
ma<imum capacity frem each car and their smiles made everything alright!

While the night wasyoung, the festvities cantnued with a ringtoss game an the inside! Super Nurse Karmen lined the kids up

tryingto help them win aprze inthe game. The babies had a lot of coordinamon be@use they won every single wme! The am-
ma-af buttery popcarn begante fillthe fellowship hall-as they transifoned into the last stage af the night. Mr. Sandifer set up
and beganto play one of the best Halloween movies af all ime, Hotel Transylvania 2°

Isaiah Wright blessed the food in awvery spedalway. Ms Connig, the Reindeer, and Chef Pugh beganto serve some hot, ooey
gooey pepperani and cheese pezas, delicious chacelate chip and matmeal raisin cookies, and Mama Dee passed out the Koal-
Aid Jammers to allthe happy boys and girls. Bellies were full and the kids enjoyed eatng and watching movies farthe rest of
the evening.

This year's Trunk or Treat was-a major success! Thanks te all thosewhe supported the event, even those who stepped in to
lerid a helping hand, itwas much apprecatsd.

g
Sy AR |
s

i
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In His Own Words....A Reflection on the Vietnam War
as told by the Reverend Robert Bernard Hereford, 5r. (Retired)

Blohmson

Aswe prepared to celebrate another Yeteran's Day, we muld not help but
rememberall the veterans who served honorabhy fortheir country. Beeryone

VETE R_ANS had been looking anxiouslytowatch the new Ken Bums doumentary on the
Wietnam War, an undeclared, as well as, unpopular war. The veil af truth was
finally pulled backfar the country to seswhat actually occurred.

Sincethera was no declaration of the war, edact dates are sketchy. Howewer,
it 15 now widely accepted that the Yietnam War started on Neavember 1,
1955 and lasted urml April 30, 1975, which was roughly 20 years. From 1340
to 1973, The Draft, orSelecave Service System was the system used to fill
posifians in the military service. All young men were required ta sign up
when they turned 18 years of age. There were same whe actually volun-
teered imthewar aswell. Thelast man was drafied on June 30, 1973, That
weas the official endto theSelechive Sarvice System-the Draft and the beginning ofthe alkvalunteer army.

The United States suffered heavy casualies on-any given day duringthe 20 year confli, Twernty-five percant (B48.500) of
thetotal forces in country were draftess. Drafiees accounted for 304% (17,725) of combat deaths inVietnam. Eighty-gight
percent of the men wha actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian; 10.6 % (275,000) were black; 1% belanged to ather rac-
es. Bven though they were not even counted at the ®me, 170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2} died there
Eighty=six percent of the men who died inVietnam were Caucasian; 12.5% (7,241) were black; 1L.1% belonged to other races.
Fourteen percent (1530) af non-combat deaths were amang blacks. Thiny-four percent of blacks whao enlisted voluntesred
far mmbat arms. Owverall, blacks suffered 12.5% of the deaths in VWistnam at a ime when the percentage of blacks of military
agewas 13.0% of the total populstion. Owerthe course ofthe war, ower 78,000 soldiers would |ose their Ives and be im-
martalized anthe Yietnam Memaorial Wall. Forthose who returned, their lives would never be the same; they would be for-
everchanged.

Of the many stores and memaores, here is just one saldier's reflecion in his own
words.

Onmy 18" birthdoy | registerad for Selecive Servce as did gl other 18 peor old young
men. Shartly thereofrar, my mother conrocted me ang tolg me that [ hod received the
Isttar, stoting that [ hod been drofted. | didn't want to go [ tned everything possibiz. to
ovodd going [ ottempted toenral in college, but didn thove the monsy for twilfon ar my
high school soprds, If was umaoned thot iff pou ate sogp, it wolld roise your Bfood pres-
surs [o g point whers vou would fail the physical exomine Yes, | triad that tog, to no
ovol. | rreeived the natice, “You have possed the physical, Congrotulotions. You hove
been inducted into the U5 Armp ™ | knew [ had to repost. [ knew there wos o possibik-
ity of being kfled in 1368, [ knew personally of o clos= frigng who hod bzen killzd  But |

reported for duty onyway,

My first duty stotion wos Ft. Benning, GA, for six 5] months of Bosic Training ond then
to Ft. MoClellon for & addifongl manths af in-the-ffeld troining. e trained out in the
despest, thickest Kudzu imoginable to assimilote the jungles af Vietnom, At the dozse of
two oddifonal wesks of training my MOS (AMiitory Docupation Spedaolty) waos 13-
BRAVD infantry.

SPCA: Rl et He el
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In His Own Words....A Reflection on the Vietnam War
as told by the Reverend Robert Bernard Hereford, 5r. (Retired)

Blohmson

VL v maicnd o g )

At the end of anothar troining 1,000 of us steog in formonon o hegr our ossigned dgespoaton. Eighty-ive percent of s wara
going straight to "Nam ¥ Your name and assignmeant were called overo lbud speaker. “Rabert Bernord Hereford, Republic af
Vietnam, * This gssignmamt caome with g 30 doy laave, af which I extandad by two days [ was not AWOL, but [ had missad my
ossignad group when | got fo Cafifornin. 5o, ['wos re-pssigned to another group . going directly o Vistnam,

Aftar fiying for 36 hours from Calfarnia, [ arrived o Vistnom It was strange how [ hod left Colfarnio ona Soturday and a -
fvadin ‘Wam" on g Soturdoy Anothar wesk of training took plocs We wers sanf gut In the fisld wath live ammao whare we
hod baen tolg the Viet Cong were stofonsd My MOS hod changsd from I1-8RAVO [afantry o 11-Deftn. Al af us were new
QUs and stuck our fike sgre thumbs: We wers scared, A tour of duty was for ong year, 365 dops. Eoch doy was unbeorably
leng. You wers foong deoth from the tme you got up OF you went o sleep,; thot & i you could sfesp ot all,

Tha ather Block guys ond [ kn2w what wos goung on 10 the stofes with the 0wl Rights Movement, but we were struggiing
within our own Ut for aur ciwl nghts Rocism was just o part of everpday dfe, =w@en in “NWom " After hearing af Or, Martin
Luther King's ossignotion in 1958, maony brothers refused to 9o 1o the field to fight They would stay in the reor. And the snse-
my was using this information to divide the unite. Ninety percent of those who-refused to fight recaived dishonorable dis
charges for refusolaf o direct order, Mony ottempted to obfoin Conscientious Objector Stotus, but weare denied Thers wos
=iven o dvide betwaen the Brathers; fnper oty Brothers from the Narth falt supenar to Brothes from Alaboma, Missizsipol
and Geargia, It really didn 't matter to me [ wos deiermined o come aut alve ond with an Honoroble Dischorge.

December 5, 1868, my unit was on o seek ong destroymission. The tank [ was an Ait o
booby trop The lost thing | remember wogs going down jn the tonk to retrievs my gas
maosk  When | woke up, [ was in the 23" Evac Hospitod in South Vietnam, A whitz
salider from Yozoo, MiEskzipp) had soved me, As soon o5 [oowd walk, | wos sent
straight back to the unit with medication. At thie point in the wor they wee sodespar

ate for peopls to fight, os soon o5 you were oble; you Were sent back into oction |
sought out the white soidier to thonk him for sgving my Iife. He told me, he did whot
hz thouwght was the right thing to do. He also soid he would have donz the same far a
dag, Yes, he was from Yozoo, Missizsippl And rocism wos olive and well in the jungles
af Yietnam,

Drecember 17, 1968, ' was woundad agoin, A broken leg, shattersd In muliple ploces.,
This time the tonk At 0 min2, sverpons wos madavocked out The njuries | receivad
gof me out of the fizld and in the rear

I grew up as o “PE" o preacher’s kid Even though | hod & the church when  was o
teennger, the teochings ongd the spiriuality never =t me, [ knew thot i was God who
sporag me @ wen affer bang woundad twice | should hove bean dead, but thanks be to
God, Hz hod other plons for my [ife [knew thot os | fored the snamy, God was thems
with me. [ajften reffect on o statement the Reverand. Or. Hamer L MoColl shared with
me whan | acoepred the colf to ministry He soud, “Beoouse of my expernsnces, [ would

SPCA Poberi Herford recovering never be without o serman * He was right

froma bmken leg
Whan the botalion regssembled, | wos owondad the Purple Heort with an Dok Legl
Cluster | received o cemificote, not the octual madal, The Purple Hegrt is o United States miitory decomiion owarded in fha
nAame af the President to those wounded or killed while serving. The Purple Hzom with an Oak Legf Ouster indicotes that
there wos 0 subseguent oward, [did not regeive the actunl Purgle Heort Medol until [ retumed stote sude.

A il s {ige Al
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In His Own Words....A Reflection on the Vietnam War
as told by the Reverend Robert Bernard Hereford, Sr. (Retired)

Blohmson

L i wvend S forgee 0

Huntsville Madson County Veterans
Memoral Brick paver in hanor of

SPCA Hereford
Purple Heart wallat the Madizon

Ciounty Court Hall,

As g Purple Heaqrt recipiznt, | was recognized by the Aiditary Order of the Purple Heort, on Veterans Doy The ceremaony took
ploce on the steps of the Modisan County Cowt Houss, insige the court house on the first floor is o wall dedicoted to Modison
Lounty Herpes Haoving my name on that wall & ons gf my proudsst memaories

The war wos reol It will olways be remembered like no other war. [ don't balisve there will ever be gnother waor whers 5o

many lves will be socrificed for no opporent justitable rpozon. [tried not to g=t into the polits of what wos going on | waos
thera to do o job, to defand and protec my country 5o, | did what [ nesdad to do o fulfill my militony duty, stoy afve ond re-
tum home Mystory is no differgnt thon the countiess othar stares af other Rurnng war veterons.  For those who were ac-
tually thers ond sow, they'ne the pnes who wowd trwfy understond, The only difference is thot [ hove been given an opportunk
Ty to fell it in myrown wonds,

Tothe members of St_John AME Church who served their count ry with
dignity, hanor and valar, during the Vietnam War and did not receive
the welcome home celebmation you deserved, we say with gladness,
WELCOME HOME! THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

Refermnre:

Statvstics courtesy of VFW M agazine and the Public Infarmation Office.
HQ CF Farward -1" Recon

April 12, 1957
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Ms. Kelsey Wilson Delivers Initial Sermon
Charsie Bmobs

Onthe Wednesday evening of Ocober 18, 2017, a daring and
beautful child of God made 2 decision and commitment that set
her aside from the norm. Ms. Kelsey Wilson delivered her Initial
sermon and became a spokeswoman for Christ ourSawvior,

Kelsey is a 24-yearold African-American female from Tuscalaosa,
Alabama. She pradusted from Central High School and holds &
Badielors of Arts Degres in Psychology from S#ollman College. Kelb
sey came to Alabama ARM Unwersiy in the fall of 2015 to obtaina
M asters’ Degree in Counseling Psychalogy. S5he will earn her Mas
ters' Degree in December of 2017, She aspiresto obtain a Ph.D.in
Hurman Develapment and Family Science, preferable fram The © hio

k. Kekey Wilsan Staie Uniwersiy.
e Tﬂ,"_"-ﬁ

B

Kelsey discoversd at 3 wery early age that she had besn blessed
with a talent for singing. When her dad became absent fram her
life at age: six, her ability to sing became her refuge and a source of comfort. Because of hertalent, she was given the nick-
name “Songhird” and began perfarming in different venues, including several presidential events at Shllman College.

The service began with inspirational music fram the Praise Team. The Revzrend loretha Wright offered prayer, asking that
Kelsey would be strong as she is called forth to do God's will. The scripture was from [ Samuel 3:1-10. This was followed by
cangregational music

The Reverend Maurice Wright Il reminded persons present that they had cometo sharewhat the Lord had given Kelsey. This
was a spedal night for all in afiendance. Fraying hands were |ified towards Kelsey as she came forward to deliverthis special
Hrstsermaon.

Kelsey began by singing "There areSarme Things | May Mot Knees,” Shethenwelcamed herFather God, and asked Himto be
receptive of her words, She thanked Pastor Wright and Presiding Elder Allen. She sxpressed that she hoped her sermaon
would be transforming to all present. Her scripture text was from John 31-17F and her message was entitled “Kingdom
Dreams.” She stated that Micodemus spoke with Jesus and that Ged speaksto many in dreams. Kelsey shared her God-given
dreams: (1) Herfirst Dream. She had somehow contaded ticks in ker hair, and her friend was helping rid ker of them, Kel-
sey falt she was cursed. She immediately prayed that the blood of Jesus would rid her of them. She crossed away to the
otherside. Mo red came fram her, but there was The Blood.

She continued, Nicodemus had ta be born again. (2§ Her second Dream. Kelsey was nevar frightened in her dreams and in
this ane, the physical condiion was water, The water changed the snake into a new oeature. If you fill your water bottle
wiith His Words, Hewill help you fulill yaur works. |neach dream there were dramatic changes. The Holy Spirit gives hirth
tothe physical, and you arz borm again.

Kelsey belisvesthe Holy Spint is working through herand her dreams. She believes that, brothers and sisters who listen to
the Word canbe changed. People lowe the darkness and are afraid to come1o the light.-She posed the queston, "What in
your dreams takes you intothe light where you can see God?* She encouraged listenersto bringothers and ta help them to
crossto the other side, doing what He |eadsthem to do. S5he concluded, * Let His dreams fulfill yau, Let Him, by faith lzad
wyou, 5t. Jahn, and Sweet Dreams"!

A e nd v pviget

Hovem b=y 217 Fape 7



Ms. Kelsey Wilson Delivers Initial Sermon

Pastor Wright prese mts books to s, Wikon. Presiding Elderallenadd esses Ms. Wilsan

A aveniroll s e T

Pastor Wright then commented. He sald that what Kelsey had accomplished was not easy, and he openedthe doars of the
church. Hethen asked her to come forward, He presented her with (1) The Hymnal, containing Songs of Zion. (3 Dodrine
of Discipling, the Laws, Methods and Discipling-of the AME Church and {3 The Bible; which is a Lamp urtl her feet. She was
giwven a monetary donation to sow in her minlstry,

Presiding Elder Allen made encouraging remarks after which, Pastor Wright called the church imte Conferance where it was
voted to accept her name to be referred tothe Quarterly Conferance for license te preach.

2017-2018 Conference Year Offices Elected and Confirmed

Steward Board Trustee Board

Reselyre Akines
Willie Bradford
Fufus Gilmore
Guy Ginn

Erica Harbin
dames Hesyward
Marcus Hill
Abbiegall Hugine
Barbaralohnsan
leanetie lones
Oifton Miller
Eddie Sherrod
Sam Walton
Pamela Whitehead
Mashanda W hite

Lars Avery
Thalia Lowe-Brown

Claudinetie Purifoy-Fears

Bridget Floyd
Celeste Gilmore
Karl Gullattz
LulaRachelle

Jesse Johnson

Carl Lewis

Randy Love

Curt's M ayes
Glenn Pippen
Darwin ¥YWashington
Hodges Washington
Bill Williaims
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St. John Welcomes
MNew Presiding Elder

Pastor Maurice ¥Wright, the Beverand loretha Wright and the
5t. John family welcome Presiding Elder Albert Hyche and
Attorney lda Tyree-Hyehe as leaders af the South Biming-
ham Huntswille Bessemer District. We prey God's blessings
for you asyou return toyour home district to confnue yaur
dynamic leadership in the MNinth Episcopal Distng of the
AME Church.

-:hildrma

- MINISTRY

" To Become A Kingdom Kids Team Member
Email Sister Tary Ramldn
T anilcind 2 Ehells cutlume t

thS

g Soup Kitchen
i _ﬂ

3 Ministry

=
=

Chark = Bas ls

A PRAYER FOR NOVEMBER

[thankThee, Lord, for daily’' bread;
Far sheltering roaf abave my head;
Far friends and |oved ones, farand near;
Farmemaories which | hald dear;
Forseasons as they come-and go,
Far warmth of summer, winter snow;

The Baming rmaples in thefall
Spring's verdant freshness over all;

Splendar of dawn and sunset’s glow,
Andall of t_iga!l_rqr here el
Thesongaf birds; refreshing showers;:
Beawry of music and flowers
And all th!_.pl!i:uru.thqr aftard—

For all of these, | thank Thee Lord ..
--habel W. M cClelland

Saimts, please pray forthe many who cometo our church for
food and comfort.

Remember them aswa near the Holiday Season!

"Bearone anothers burdens, and:sofulfillthe law of Christ:”
Galawmans @ NEIV
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Finance Corner
By Bobby Ad kins

Con't be in a Hurry to Draw Your Social Security

When seniors are thinking about retirement, or hawve recently retired, they may ask themselves, “What is the best ime to
start drawing Social Seairity?” Jane Bryant Quinn, wnter foarthe monthly AART Bulletin says “Dor't Rush Social Security.” T
seniors can afford towait untdl 70 years ald, Ms. Bryant Quinn believes they will bhe better off.

Seniors pondering retrement income, and not currently drawing Social Security, should

S he encouraged towalt as longas possible before taking Social Security refrement bene

*fits. By waiing, they can receive or draw the madimum payout. A refites’s manthly So-

i cial Security benefit [chedd will be 76% higherthan fthey started drawing at the mini

rmurn qualifying age of 62 F they are married and procesd to pass away first, wam ng
will also provide the surviving spouse with a larger survivor's benefit.

Many people nesd the money, so they start their benefits at 62, 50, what about thase
with substantial imrvestment portfalios or-a pension from a previous employer? Even i
they can affard to wait, wuuld they come out ahead if they claimed at 62 and imvested those benefits for grewth?

Bill Reichenstein, a professor of inance at Baylor University in Waco, TX, and co-oeator of one af the most pewerful Sodal
Security calculators, was asked this question recently for an AARP magazine ariicle. He adjusted forvarious tases (for exam-
ple, the prabable tax on a higher-income investor's Sodal Securntyincomel and assumed a 2 percent annual cost-of-living in-
crease in benskits. Afler running several cases at'the national average life expecancy for people wha are 62, he found that

they all produced the same anserer: Financialke, f'sbheterto wai,

s s g I Far example, say recently renred senior files for benefits at 62 (accep@ing a much
avw OCIa smaller check far starng early) and then invests the drewn benefit into a nest egg
- - consistng of half etacks and half bonds. If they allow that imvested social security
securltv Plannln beneft [cumulative manthly investments) to mature untl age 70 before drawing,

g how long will their inyesied Social Security money |ast, afier tax? The answer s

FOR BOOMERS unwl age 81

Hereis anotherway to explain it;

They start drawing sodal security at 62, immediately invesang it.

They decide not to tap.into atherforms ef savings to replace the Sodal Seairity income.

They desire to:hold current income down sathey @n build theirinvestments up.

They start drassing on that nest eggat 70 years old, taking aut the invested manthly beneft at 70, which they waited
to collect.

M ake sense? Well, again, here is the answer. The imested sadal security they used, using historical return-averages, will |ast

arly unfil age 81 Why is that number important? Elyears old just about matches the natienal |ife expedancy. Also, i you
are already into yaur60's, chances are you will out-live the average.

_-‘Lnnking at the details, when they start drawing early, even after the imvested beaneatfits
are pone at 81, they are [eft with the minimum value benefit, ie.the amount received
starting at age 62. Again, if they can wait untl 70, the larger benefit will be available
the rest af your life. Now, some individuals, due to income constraints, haven't the
uppnrtunrt\rtu wiait. Huweuer fur those mrees wha happen io I:|E in thEtup half af

L e e vy g J A
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Finance Corner
By Bobby 2d kirs

i awalawrd S farse M)

Femirees might think they an beat the system by invesang
mare of their 5ocial Security benefit in stacks and lzss in
bonds, Maybe stocks will saar, creating a nest egg that lasts
urtil you're 88 or alder. Howewver, there is alsn & greater risk
of earning even less than Social Security would pay.

They might censider stariing at 62 and Imvestingthe benefits
if they, or their spouse, are sure they will never need the
maney. That way, their hairs will inherit the account if they
dig: early, That makes sense. Also, if they are in very poor
health, they might alsa start drawing at 62, assumingthey or
their spouse will newver need a larger survivor's benefit. This
is lagical as well. Lie concems ar issues likely challenge in-
westment or receipt stratégies. Therefore, they should inves
figate as many scenarios as possible, to indude the sohency
oftheSodal Security Fund.

vour VOTE
is your VOICE

U. 5. Senate Special General Election
December 12, 2017,

The last day to registerto vote in this special elechon is Mo-
vermnber 2Fth.

Wehsite |mip://sos.alabama.gov/alabamavotes has infor
mation on online registration, registraiion verification, ah-
sentee ballot applications, precincts, poll loca@ons and
howrs, and informaton en candidates and other tems that
will B on the ballat,

For a sample ballet, go to htip://sos.alabama.gov/alabama-
wvotes/voter/2017-sample-ballats:

Ceaconess Corner
Submitted by Dex oress Ermestine BERmes Kery

Seelthe l ord and HisStrengi?y
Seekft i face continealiy

Fsalm 105:4

The nest imeyou feel ke GOD can't use you, remember,..

Maah wasa drunk

Abraham was too ald

lzaac was a day dreamer

Jacob was a liar

Leah was ughy

lpsephwas abused

M oses had a stuttering prmablem
Gidean was afraid

Samsan had long hair and was a wormanizer
Rahab was aprosatute

deremiah and Timothy Wweretoo young
David had an aflairand was amurderer
Elijah was suicidal

Isaiah preached nakead

Jonah ranfram Gad

Maomiwas awidow

dob went hankrupt

dohnihe Bapust ste bugs

Peter denigd Christ {3 Wmes]

The Disciples fell asleep while praying
MW arthawoarded abeut everything
The Samaritan waoman was divarced, more than once.,
Zaccheus wastao small

Faul was too religious

Timathy had an ulcer.. AMND

Lazarus was dead!

Mow! No more excuses! God can use you to your full
patental.

Yeu are not the message, you are justthe messenger.
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Church School Lesson Cverview — December 2017

The lessan reviews werewritien by Willie Sandifar

December 3, 2017

Lessen Title: Faith in Jesus

Lesson Seriptura: Acs 3

Print: Acts 3:11-21

Devetional Songs: #112 [, -#1t Came Upon-a Midnight Clear
[,and 111

Key Verse: "By faith inthe name of Jesus, this man wham
you see and know was made strong. k& is Jesus’ name and
the faith that cames through him that has completely
healed him, as you can all seg” [Acts 3:16),

Those whao followed lesus swll endured conflict with the
Sanhedrin Coaundl. It was made up of the high priest and
seventy that were appointed by him. The Sanhedrin over-
saw the affairs of the temple of lerusalem. They served
roles of legislature and judiciary. The people and the council
feared each other.

The temple was the eplcenter of the Sanhedrin’s power.
The temple, a thirty-five acre complex made up of cour-
yards and hal~enclosed places where people could meet.
Jesus had taught there and those who followed cninued
toteach and pray there after His ascension.

Just prior to where today's |esson test staris, Peter and
dohn had cometn the Jerusalem temple. They encauntersd
a disabled man who was begging. Instead of giving him
maney, Peter declared that he walk in the name of lesus
Christ of Mazareth.

December 10, 2017

Leszsan Title: Faith to Discern

Lesson Scripture: Acs 13:1-2

Print: Acts 13:1-12

Devotional Songs: #111 []. #108 []. and #Angels We Have
Heard an High []

Key Verse: "When the proconsul saw what had happened,
he believed, for he was amazed at the t2aching sbout the
Lard® (Acts 13;12),

Saul, who later bemme Paul, was traveling with Barnabas
because of the need to reassurgthe Chrisans in Jerusalem
that he was now a believer in lesus. Barnabas was known in
the lerusalem church by way of his generosity.

Barnabas inwited Paul to comete Anfioch as a teacher in
the church that had spread there. This week's |esson Text
starts in Antioeh, @ majorSyrnan city, It had a mulwethnic

group of people and was among the biggest ciies of the
Roman Empire.

Both Jews and non -laws became believers as the gospel
spread, This group lived in fellowship and provided aid ta
fellow believers in faraway lerusalem. The Amadoch church
wias the first to send missionariesto other places to share
the gospal.

December 17, 2017

Lesson Title: Faith to Persevera

Lessan ScrApture; Acts 14, Colossians 2:6-7

Print: Acts 14:2-11, 1523

Devotional Songs: #0 Come all Ye Faithful, [J; §0 Lirtle
Town [J; and #Harkthe Herald Angels Sing [

Key Verses; “[Paul and Barnabas] preached the gospel in
that city and won 2 large numhber ef disciples. Then they
returned to Lystra, lconlum and Anfioch, strengtheningthe
disciples and encouraging them te remaintrue to the faith.
“WWemust go threugh many hardships to enter the kingdem
of God * [Acts 14:21-23).

Lystra, the setting forthis lesson was a small somewhat iso-
lated tawn that was shielded fram the outside warld.

A man with a disability that he had had hisemire life ame
io afention. As with others in his shape, there was not
much more he could de save beg formoney to lnve. He was
a reminder af the man Peter and Jahn came across-at'the
temple gate, who was alsa lame from birth. These men,
who were not named, were living in serious need ‘and had
not come across anythingable to change their condiion.

The disabiled man heard Faul's preaching about lesus. His
response was the start of his faith. According te the text
Paul looked at him closely and perceived that the man had
the faith ta be healed, as the man was convinced lesus
could change his |ife as ne ether cauld.

Faul ardered the man ta do what he had never done befare
and stand, The man stoed and did more, If lesus’ power
could dathismirade, it certainly could bring God's blessings
onthe people Ivingin Lystra.

December 24, 2017

Lessan Title: Faithful Seekers of the King

Lesson Seapture: Matthew 2:1-12

Frint: M atthew 2:1-12

Tentative Devotional Songs: #120 [[; #& Came Upon a Mid-

St i e o e L
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Church School Lesson Overview

A e o e

night Clear [}; and §122 []

Key Verse: “On moming to the house, [the Mag] saw the
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and wor-
shiped him. Then they apened theirtreasures and presented
him with gifts-of gold, frankincense and myrrh® [Matthes

1%,

We sesh to give gifts that are appredated whan we-gle
gifts. This week's lesson  |looks at noteworthy historic gt
givars. Frorm them we can get some insightful aps on giving,
gspedally when it comiesto giving to God.

Thefirst Raman puppet Judean king, Herodthe Great, ruled
from 3742 BC Herod professed Judaism but his backgraund
of Arabicand [dumean descent, wasteful [ifestyle, and layal-
ty to Reme caused manyto queston his belief.

Herod iz possibly most known for his huge building projects
that included a renovamon and expansion of the Jerusalem
ple comples, He was very paranoid-and kept a large group of
bodyguards that acted as a secret police, By way af this fores
Herod got nd of enemies both real and thought to be real
This way he squashed dissent. Thiz lesson takes place in this
paranoid setbing,

One day towards the [after part of Herod's reign, M agi show
up in Jerusalem. They were a caste of holy men, who were
experts inastmlogy, medicne, histary, and politcs. The Magi
werg looking for “the ane whe has been born king of the
dews” and came looking for hirm in Jerusalerm, which was the
epicentar of lewish faith and way of life. Of a mystery is how
“hisstar” had direced their mission.

Decamber 31, 2017

Lessan Title! Faith ta Unite

Lessan Scripture: Ephesians 4

Print: Ephesians 4:1-16

Tentative Devotional Songs: #412 [[; #2568 [[; and 243 ]
Key Verse: "As a prisoner forthe Lord, then, | urge you to
liwe alife warthy of the calling you have received, Be com-
pletek humhble and gentle; be patent, bearingwith one ar-
atherin leve: Make every effort te keep the unity afthe Spir-
tthroughthe bond ef peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3

In this lz2sson Paul used logic when it cameto the mission of
the church. It weuld be senseless for Gad's people to sepa
rate and work against each other. Espedally when we realze
that Jesus is working in each of us to-achieve his purposes,
Mothing can stand, not a house, net & kingdam, and naot a

chiurdh, if its people do not work tagether.

The Ephesian Christiians snjeyed strong leadership. However,
they had a dificult wme lving faithfully ina wordd driven by
materialism, pride, and untrue ideas of God and His will. Paul
warned the |eaders of the Ephesian church that lzaders whao
sarve their own interestswould make fractions; by splitiing the

bady fartheir own factions.
— s

BOOK
© CLUB g ©

Church School Book Club

Mevember 2017 Diseussion Date November 18, 3017
10:00 A.M.—11-30A .M.
Leata’s Gomden, Francine Ruers, 2013

December 2017 Discussian Date: December 16, 2017

10:00 AWM . —11:38 AN,

The Parfact Presant, Alers; Hodges and Yayes, 2017

A CHRISTMAS LAYOVER Rochelle Alers

When Naw SEAL Captain Mosh Crawford and - -elementary
school teacher Sierra Nelson mest on aplane headed east from
San Diepn, they're glad to passthe ame in friendly converss
fion. But when afrealk storm grounds them, Sierra offers Mazah
A place to spend the night—with her stended famiby, all of
wihom assume they're a couple. And a5 the holiday spirit infus-
g5 severy moment they spendtogether, thay both begintewon-
derif arelafionship 153 special gift they didnt expect -Amazon
THE CHRISTIMAS LES50MN Cheris Hodges

Kayla Matthews isn't loeking forward to heading hame this
Christmas: Divarced and stniggling, nathing has turned autthe
way she sxpeced—including her childhoad friend, De5hawn
Carter. Now the high schaal pringipal, he's alsathe kind of man
she's always dreamed about, Before the holidays are over, Kay-
la has 8 chance ta =claim everything she once thought she
wanted—or prove to Debhawn that they have & second chance
worth celebraiing-Amazon

CHRISTHMAS WITH YOU Pamela Yaye

Celebrity stylist Maya M alone can't-find anything joyous about
the seasan, not singe her ex-fiancé |eft her on Christmas Eve.
But ane look at spors agent Marc Cunningham s almost
enough to change her mind. Their instant-ariracion feels likes
the best sart of pressnt, except far ong wvery large obhitade—
MWMaya's NFL star big brother, Marc's new clignt. k will takermare
than heliday spirit te convince everyone involved that Marc and
Maya's connecornwill make:the angels sing- Amazon
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SAVE THE DATE

Bishap Harry L. Semwright

it Eplarnpal Dislncl
Chalr, Cormmission nn Econcomic Devesoprmsnl

Blahog Willred . Messist

Treh Epeertraal [isknicl
=i, (TS ofy EroimenTic [ A T

The Commission on Economic Developmant

and the Department ol Hetiremen! Services of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church

INTERNATIONAL

(R ]

STEWARDSHIP & il
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f BEESON
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WHAT: ¥ AND FooD
VWHEN: anm'. DECEMBER 1, 201
WHERE: TrRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

607 AIRPORT ROAD — HUNTSVILLE, Al 35802
(N |
SFER Dy

PRICE: $35/PERSON
CONTACT:
DaAVID AND KATRISA NORWOOD
2 dsH 119 @vahoo.com

PuonE: 2129770282 OR EMAIL
MOMEY IS DUEND LATER THAN NOVEMEER 12, 2017 TO RESERVE SEATIMNG
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Save the Date

150" Anniversary of the 9™ Episcopal District of the

African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L, Seawright, Presiding Prelote
The Reverend Sherito Moon Seawright, Episcopaol WIMS Supervisor

Reverend Dr. Farrell 1. Duncombe Mrs. Bernglla Knight Rose
Ganeral Co-Chairpersons
Theme: “150 Years: Celebrating God's Blessings™
Leripturol reference: “His fulthfulness continues fo all generotions " Esale 100! 5.
Theme 5ong: “Great is Thy Faithfulness®

§i aLE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DATES: Vave
ﬁ?‘;?_ November 2, 2017 - Nuvember 2, 2018 i
€ KICKOF CELEBRATION: Mid Year Convocation April 2018 i’?ﬁﬁ’

IMTTLAL PRTETRTATION doi e Ly Sis b Stsawntabil and Gowweeisd Goy Chaiepie i curieg 8% iz Pl i
Pelecting o= Sovember L, 2017 and the sollowing 2omnes were dizcuszed:
o iled cpizzosal Listr ot wazestablished i 1868, Lzlebratior will conttue urt! 2008,
o GO Teoe vk b irreroes gt inees thee Teree buserv g paart ol thies Risteder < T30 i
# Lelch-vton will continue anzil P onring Moctnr on Novombar 2, 2005 3. onc-year colchration.
EVERY WWILLIM®G WORKER is inwitec anc encouremed to k2w sar of the celebration,
~ OPPORTUMITIERTO SERVE. WOIRKIMNE COMMITT S AHL:

 Hiskany
o ‘Worzhip
wo PMusic

w  kFublic Helations

. S EY
a1 Foeadrieivae =Y
| . ..I ..,:._H
o Hospieality 0

o Souwen riaorsal .4’,:'.:"':'-
o Bl g,
A Andioyinml
- Trenszoctaticn
» DUR GUESTS: Bishop Ssawright wenis tooinvite former Bishops whissarnvec in A3 0ama, Sisl-aps wha sre
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Dr. Arthur Walker Honored in Building Naming Ceremony

Mootlowr S5tate Cormmunity College, Lynchburg, Tennessee, hore
ored its fourth president, Dr, Archur L. Walker, Ir. by affixing his
name ta the ariginal dassroam building on the Motlew Smyrna
Campus. Or. Walker is the fourth of siZ Motlow presidents to
have & building dedicated in his honar. By namingthe Arthur L
Walker, Ir. Building, M aotlew Collepe honors Or. Walker for his
steadfast leadership, influence, and dedication te the insEtuton.
Dr. Walker epitomizes the ideals of the Motlow teaching and
learning community, which are respect, inclusion, respansibility,
cservice, and philanthrepy. Having a buildingnamed for an individ-
ualisthe highest honor acollege can bestaw upon an indiwidual,

In intreducing the program, Cannon said, "The season of honor
has come into the life af Art Walker. On this, the 207 day of Octo-
o ber, inthe year of our Lord 2017, we celebrate the |fe service,
contributians, and leadership of a friend, a peer, a president, and
most af all 2 servant-leader as we dedicate the original Motlow
College Smyrna @mpus classroom bullding in his honor. During
this ceremomy, you will hear repeatedly the words honest, integ
rity, fair, compassion, leader, and gentleman. Regardless of the
speaker, these words describe Dr. A Walker bemuse these
words-are consistent with Ivis life, regardless of his station or st
~tusin life.” As forecast, each speaker vwalidated what Cannon had
predicted,
The Arthur L, Walker, Ir. family stand infront of the
Matlow State Community College Smyrna classroom Hawingretired fram awvery successful military careerthat spanned
building that was dedicated in Dr. Walker's honor on 2byears, Or, Walkerjoinad the Motlow College family in 1588
fict. 20, and refited in 2006. Or. YWalker pragressively maved through the
academic rarnks from instructar ta Fayetteville Center Director to
Wice President for Academic Affairs to President. He assumed the presidency in 2003, He moved Matlow College fomsrard in
areas of student access, capital prajeds, and fundraising. M otlow e<panded course scheduling'and online dasses, entered
imta partriership with Tennesses Tech University ta create the 2+2 Elemientary Education Program, facilitated the implemen-
tation af the general education core, and significant ly increased enrollmeant in the high school Dual Enrallment Frogram.

On February 21, 2005, Dr. Walker hosted the groundbreaking ceremany farthe first free-standing building for Moetlow Cal

lege Smyrna Teaching Site locgted on Mason-Tucker Drive, now Motlow Callege Boulevard, On Juns 22, 2006, Dr. Walker
hosted the afficial open house and ribban cutingceremony apeningthe new buildingfcampus.

On June 30, 2006, Dr. Walker refitred asthe fourth president of Matlow State Community College. He confinues today as a
Motlaw College Foundationtrustee. Dr, Walker is married ta M rs, Rosa Walkerand they have one adult daughtier, Angela

Congratulations Dr. 'Walker!
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Return Service Requested
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The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Peversmd &lber L. H. Hyche, Presidine Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Church Training [Dates to be determined)
Presenters;
Bishoap Caralyn Tyler Guidry
The Reverand Dr. Timathy Tyler —Shoerter Community AME Church — Denver, Calorado
The Reverend Ritney Castine — B Episcopal District

December 12, 2017  Alabama L. 5, Senate Special Election—VOTE!
December 24, 2017  Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 p,m.
December3 ], 2017 Watch Might Serviee, 10:00 p.m.

lanuary 4, 2018 Church Growth and Development Conference Wership,
lacksenville, Florida, Bishop Harry Seawright, Preacher

Wappy
[ ?ﬂ?ﬁﬁ fﬁar}rf

That iff you confess with pour mouth, “Jesusis Lord, " ond belisve in yaur heort
that God raised him from the dead, pou will be soved Romans 1009

INDRIC
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Itiz with boundless joy that e exfend grestings on behalf of aur entfra fomily  Reier-
end Rita gnd [ are thangful far pur chursh fomily and extend Christmas Blessings from

oL __lrl.'.‘"'“'r Lo pours

Curing this Adyent Ssoson may you reffect an pour ehtionship with our Lorg Jesus
Chast  Whilk Advent 5 cefaunly @ time af celebratran and anticipatron af Chrst's
birth, it s mare than thot [tisanly in the shodow of Adisent thot the mirode gf Christ-
mar aon b2 fully undesstood ond apprecioted  For this wason alons, we should be

filled with jopand consalptian

At the hegrtof Christmar is the wond2rful news thot God sent Hiz Only S5an to eorth to
Qive Hymsalf on the crass toesore ws from owr sins We can't repay o gift k= that, But
Wwe fan recene it The sairt af Chrstmas s reoeiing becauss @t the heort gf Chnst-

maxzis God's groce, which anly con be receivad,

Az we go obaut plonmng our celebrattons, remember that fesus i5 the repsan _'Ir-'_.'lf the zepsan Celebmite Christ

by spanding time with fomily ang paw church fomiy, ' Moy the gufs af Advent and Chastmos — hops, peaocs,

Joy and lone Decame pour true plessing IJ_IIr ourSovior Jeses Christ

fn retrospect, we gre aporecotnee af the generasity af 5t fohn's members thot’s been shown ta our famiy

threughout 2017 W2 sogerly ontrg pate the many rich blessings thot Gad has i stare ol 56 dann for 2008

"E."l.ll".'_l:l.l.l'li.il The .'J-F.l'l'l'l:lfﬂ'.l"lé'rl!‘v Nos be=n gsopled af our theme  (Tis9uw a25re. [NoT ouF Warship #xparence . will

became ane with on atmosphere afestravogont waship

Again, moyeach af you bz blessad durmg this jopous s2ason and moy you boldy ocknowiedge with gratuds,

our Heawenly Fothes's moomporable gift to us

Blessings to you ang pours,

Fastor Maurcs Sight, 11




Bishop Harry L Seawright's 2017 Advent Message

Weve mmeto that ame-ofthe yearwhen people talk about the Christmas ssason, That’s great, and I'm
glad io share inthis ime. Howewver, bhefore we celehrate Christmas, perhaps we should remember Advent

Adwent is found in the calendar dates bheginning 4 weeks before Christmas and
ending an Christmas Bie. The Advent Season is the beginning af aur Christian |-

E:"-turgital vear. Advent is @ Wme of wailing, prepariig anticipawng the birth ar arri-
val of lesus, the-Christ child.

Honestly, mest of us spend Advent In other ways We prepare Chrissmas lists
checking them twice), menus, travel and antetainment plans. | find nothing
wrong with this secular emphasis on Christmas, but what |f Christians ob=arned
Adwentwith aspiritual foous.

The perfect dreular wresth, made only of svergréen, symboliEes God’s starmity.
Focusing anthe Advent colars leadsto spintual repeval. The first purple andlz is
"The Candle of Hope"; we are reminded af the propheoy (hope] af the coming
BEhopand Supe e Eor SEaw g Savior. The secand purple @ndle [s “The Candle of Preparaiion®; during Advent,
we are to get resdy to welmme lesus, The pink candle standsfor “The Candle of
Joy"; lesus brings joy! The third purple candle is “The Candle of Love®; becauss God loves us, God sent
Jesus to save us from sin. The (usuzlly) large white candle: “The Christ Candle”, reminds us that lesus,
God's spotless lamb is the lght of thewarld,

During the next fewweeks asyold shop, dine, travel and entertain, remembearthe real reazon for Advent,
Spend ime reading Gad's waord, praying and listening to God, worshipping regularly, and experiendng
God's peace, | believe if we spiritually prepare for Christ, Christras will take on a stranger meaning: We'll
gxperence real hope, genuine preparation, unspeakalble oy, and unfailing lawe, Then, an Christmas mom-
ing when we sing "lay te the Wordd”, God's light will owerake usand |gad usto a8 new kind of Christmas
celebramon:

Rev. Sherita, Shari, Matthew, Cameran, and | pray that you will enjoy Advent 2017, Let’s maks Aimeto pre-
para forthe Christ Child.
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Presiding Elder Cliver Allen Retires From Active Ministry in the AME Church
By Brdpst 1 Floyd

The Reverend Oliver Allen has retited from achive ministry in the AME Church. His
appointrnent at the wime of his retiremeant was the Presiding Elder of the South Bir-
mingham-Hunt swille-Bessemer Distrid of the Narthwest Alabama Conference of the
Minth District (AL of the African Methadist Episcapal Church. Presiding Elder Allen
and Mrs. Mary Allen have served dunifully, and graciously agreedto share their ex-
perienceswith the St. John AMEN

Presiding Elder Allen answered the call ta ministry in 1989 and preached his first
sermaon in March of 1985, He was ardained after 3 two year period. PAorte com-
pleting seminary training and ordinaton, he served as a “supply pastor” at Bay Mi-
nette AME Church and Trinty Chapel AME Church, He preached zt Bay Minstie
AME Church for si€ manths. The first church to which he was assigned as pastor
was Mt Olive AME Church in Creols, Alsbama. He was there far four vears. He
reported that in 1994 he was assigned ‘across the bay' (Mobile Bay) to Montross
AME Church, in Montrose, Alabama, again far four years. He noted that his initval
duty was to funeralize a member there, who tumed out te be the mother of his
now sor-in-lae, He noted that beingfrom the Mohile area, he had the oppafunity
to preadi/ pastor in an areawith family and friends.

Presiing EMerand prs. Oliver allem, Jr.  According ta Presiding Elder Allen, 199 was pivotal in another way. This was
when he stoppad his "paying job* &t Scott Paper Company to become a full ime
minister/pastar. This step of faith for him, as well as his family, resulted in leaving behind what would be considered a vary
welkpaying posiion, to take a reduchion to half of his previous salary. He and Mrs. Allen noted that this was at a ime when
their second and third-barn daughters were - abouwt te complete callege and enter college, respechvely. They described the
blessings that allowed them to meet their poal of providing higher education fortheir daughiers sothat they and their daugh-
ters would be debt-free. Their description of how they were able to achieve this gonal emphasized God's divine assistance,
amongwhich was scholarship funding and meetng their youngest daughter's lang-time stated goal of attending Aubum Uni-
versity, A theme throughout the comersation was the faithfulness of God as Presiding Elder Allen made dedsions and met
the challenges of follewing Ged’'s .

After graduat’ng high school, Presiding ElderAllen joined the miltary, He noted that thers were manyissuesthat he encaun-
tered in the military that alse prepared him for the ministy. He served in manmy places, including Louisiana, Mississippi, Cali-
farnia, and Korea. He indicated that there was inequality in terms of Iving and esting arrangements, as well as treatment
when the soldizrswent inte the community, even inan ofiidal capacity. Therewere iimes when African Americans in the mik
itary felt-like they must be vigilant in terms of the established/known enemy, but things were not always ‘frendly' (perhaps
even safe] with the persan who was next to them/ “ontheir side”,

Presiding Elder Allen noted that he felt that God “guided me away from pitfalls” even befare he-answeredthe @lito themin-
istry. He described how he was hired at ScottPaper Campany in 1967, at which fime he was the first, and for a long whilg, the
only African American. He noted that "God prevented lay-ofls” and facilitated successful autcomes on extensive tests and
succeaedingin classes and training that allowred him to reach the highest level in his department. He noted that he progressead
to beome & Class A Mechanicwhich resulted in increased salary, A persan with this classificamion was required to be on the
premisesto meet safety requiremients for the plamtto be in operation. Thismeant that'heoften kad extended hours:

He noted that ke alsofelt “pre-ardained” to meet and marry Mrs. Allen. Althoughthey are both fram the Mabile area, they
did not meet while thera: They met in Tuskegee where his sister made the introdudton. Presiding Elder Allen expressead
“how strang she wasthmugh my challenges’. He indicated that their daughters have mmmented on Mrs. Allen’s strength as

AL el Fa e 4l
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Presiding Elder Cliver Allen Retires From Active Ministry in the AME Church
By Brdpst 1 Floyd

FIL nivmd el Wi i 1)
well. Heindicated that kis family as a whole has made sacrifices. Howewver, God would help Presiding Elder and Mrs. Allen
fand family) through the challenges, by his report.

Presiding Elder Allen stated that he has deak with “not beingthe most liked persan in this journsy”, citing examples of his
mmeinthe military, being thefirst black at his company, and ekpenencesinthe ministry, He immediately stated the key fac-
tarin dealing withthose abstades, “when you are bieszed and highly favored”. He expressed that he had been "bothered by
missing some aspeds of my schooling”, but he fesls that God says, "1 was thers. . look where you are now”. He emphatically
stated, * | knew it's favor— divine interveion ™

The presiding elder recalled when hewas in Dothan, Alabama, pastoring Parks Chapel AME Church, and hethought that the

%15 million asking price was insurmountable for purchasing a new cdiurch. However, with God's favarfintervention, his con-

gregabicn was able to abtainthe propery, as well asthe cantents of the new church building, for less-than the asking price,
The fawor induded-a higher offer being declined, while their lower offer wacs ae-
cepted. Presiding Elder Allen stated, "That showed methat nothingistoa hard for
Gad”.

The Reverend G. L, Washington was his “father inthe ministry*-and Dr, Anderson
Todd, Ir. was a major supparter and was instrumental in his assignmeants in the
ministry. Presiding Elder Allen indicated that Dr. H. 0. Swanson gave him opporty-
nies in the ministry, He nated that this wasthe person who took the presiding
elder tathe churchwhere he supplied bafore being ordained, and urged himto go
toasmaller church, (M1, Olive) far his first pastorate, He noted Bishop James Davis
selected Fresiding Elder Allen for Treasurer of the Ninth Episcopal Distrid in 2008.
The following year, he was promaotedto the posimon of presiding elderofthe South
Birmingham-Huntsville-Bessemer District. The Elder noted that mathematics was
his “strang suit” and this served him well in his mle inthe ministry as well as his
other employment.

l T Fresiding Elder Allen noted several people played a significant rale in his ministry,

When asked about her experience as the wife of a minister and presiding elder,

Mrs. Allen indicated that one of her adjustments was lzarning abaut the structure

of the AME Church as she had grown up in the Bapwst Church. Mrs. Allen credited

Mrs. Swanson in helping her learn abaut the AME Church and edpectations of the

Presding Eder Allen preac hingat 5. ohn  spouse of the pastor. In comparing the adjustments “then and now”, she stated

that currently spouses are “more involked”, and many af them “are actually minis-

ters themsehes'. She noted that what served herwell inthe adjiustment was that ¥l was secura in who |was; | felt comforta-
ble being me.” Assuch, she did not feel uncomfortable with the expectations arthe guidance which she received.

While she was also frem Mabile, Mrs. Allen Ived in Tuskegee and warked in Opelika. (It wasduringthis Wme that she andthe
presiding elder were introduced by his sister,) She retired in 1999 as ateacher of English and sodal studies. She noted that
Presiding Elder Allen then mawed to Dothan ta pastor Parks Chapel AME Church. Mrs. Allen moved to Dothan the following
year, allowingtheir daughter to complete her last yvear in high school. The pasiorate in Doethan was eleven years, unlike pre-
vious pastorates which were four years duratton. They moved to Huntsville when Presiding Elder Allen was promoted from

pastar of Parks Chapel ta Presiding Elder af the Sauth Bimingham-Hunt sville-Bessemer Distid of the Marthwest Alabama
Conference.

AL el FaE e )
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Presiding Elder Cliver Allen Retires From Active Ministry in the AME Church
By Brdpst 1 Floyd

PR et v va paree
Mrs. Allen indicated that she feels it has bean “a peaceful experience.. |'ve enjoyed the journey”. Similarto her husband, she
noted, | could seethe move of God. He always had sverything prepared. It just seems evenyerhere we would g, God went
before us", She spoke af the challenge they faced when Presiding Elder Allen resigned from Scotl Paper Company. She re
ferredto Psalm 23, in terms of the preparations af the Shepherd. Presiding Elder Allen addedthat “You don’t lheve to be good
i but yvou hawve to be foithful . | work hard to be forchful®  Mrs. Allen
stated that Presiding Elder Allen has been “a pastar's pastar”. She indi-
cated that he has the pattencethat is required to guide adults and pro-
fessionals fthe role of 3 presiding elder) Mrs Allen provided further
guidance and wisdom for spouses of ministers/pastors: “"Humility —ng
one can teach that. You need humility. Put God before yvourself .. you
hawe to be selfless”.

Presiding Elder Allen highlighted the scripture that stands out far him:
fMatthew 15:24 [“Then said Jesus unto: his disciples, If any man will
come after me, let him demy himsel and take up his cross, and follow
me.”] He stated, “You must break that scripture down...you muse deny
yourself If pou can’t get pourself out af the way._. " This isihe advice
that hewould give as the key to answering the @l te ministy. |n gving
adwvice to spouses of ministers, Mre. Allen indicated that “First, be faithful inthe ministry, be supportive but be yourself, Ask
Godto helpyou_find your ministey where vour gt can be identfied. If you're whereyou're supposed to be, it will wark"”.

Fresiing Ekler Al R pims 5t. John

Presiding Elder Allen has served under Bishops Reid, Thomas, Grady, Kirkland, Davis, and Seawright. He served as Ninth Dis
trict Treasurer, and was appointed presiding elder by Bishap Davis. Henotedthat Bishop Davis emphasized sxcellence, quali
ty, and that “adversiy is the path to success”,

Post retirement, Presiding Elder Allen stated his intent to farmally join 5t. John and in consultalon with Fastor Maurice
Wright ||, become achive in several ministries. He has a particular passian for Church Scheal. [He hasin fact jained 5t. John
and has become amemberofthe Building Committes] Mrs. Allen; has been invaked inthe Food Ministry/Soup Kitchen, the
Missianary Soaety, and Fifty Plus Auiliary. 5he has been able to work with these ministries while supporting her husband in
his role as presiding elder. He neted that 5t. John has been his “greatest expenence of church”. They agreed that Dr. and
Mrs. Hamer L McCall played a big part in serving as pastor and aidingtheirtransiion to 5t. Jahn . helpad to make it-an easy
transition” They notedthat several persons in 5t Jobn introduced them to Huntswille and made them welcamea:

The couple wasvery achive in bowlingwhen the Mobile area, Pre-
siding Elder Allen was even onthe Board of Directors of the Great-
er Maobile Bowling Associahion. He Indicated that he might re-
sume that favorite pasimes now that there will be more leisure
w'me available.

They are proud and thankful far their family, daughters Adrignnz
Tibbs (LaDon); Tilany Duncan (Courtney); and  Patrice Allen.
Grandchildren include ¥William Lalon Tikbs |, Brianna Tibbs; Kylan
Duncan, Kigrsten Duncan; and last but not least "granddoggie Par-
ker”, Patrice’'s "baby™.

5t John would [ike to extend congraotudotians aond appredation
to Presiding Elder and Mis. Allen

Presidirg Elderallenas imterim pastorof st ohn
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AIDS Awareness
Bridget L Floyd

Wald

December 1st is marked as “World AIDS Day” each year, This
began in 1988 and was the first glabal health day. The pur-
pose isto unitethe people of the world in an efiat to learn
about and fight HIV/AIDS, Addivonally, they can support In-
dividuals wha are living with HN aswell as memaorialize those
who have died, This condition has a worddwide impact and
ower the years has become understood toimpad all penders
and ages—hirthto geriatric

In the 1980's a diagnosis of HIV/AIDS was seen as aterminal
condivon. This has changed te the phrase “living with™ HIV/
AlIDS. There'is effechive treatment and preventive methods.
Efforts to decrease stiema, increase talking about the subjec
and getting screened/tested, have all mntributed to preven-
won and management of the condiwon.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevemion
(CDC) African Americans-are disproporionately aflected by
HI%, In 2016 African Americans represented 12 % of the pop-
ulation but accounted for 44% (17,528 of HIV diagnases.
Afrian Americans have the highest rate of HIV diagnoses
compared ta ather races and: ethnigwes. Addiwonally, the
population rates (per 100,000 people) of people who re-
cetved HIV diagnoses were highest inthe South (16.5%).

In terms af wvingwith HIY, the COC data suggest that at the
end af 2015 1,122,900 adults and adolescents were IMing
with HIV, Of those, 162,500 (15%) had not received adiagno-
gis. |t is important to note that young people were the most
likely te be unaware of being infected, Among individuals
aged 13-24 who were living with HIV {at-the end of 2015),
445 did not knows.

wrap oo h oo A H I A0S

Content sonce: Divsion of HIY 4105 Preve ntion, Nationa | Center far HIY)
LIDE Viral Hepats, STO. amd TB Prevention,, Centers for Diesase butmel
and Freventon

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Charke Bros =

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

¥ OU ARE THE CHRIST MAS SEIRIT
Teuemer the hame af poverty, causing childranto open, thEir
eyedwide (nplzased wander

Yaucadse the miser's hand to rel@d, and thus paint-a bright
zpot an his-spul

Yau cause the aged tooenew theiryauth and to laugh in tha
old, ghad way,

You leeep ramance glivein this heart of childhaod, and Bnght-
en-sleap whth dreamswoven afmagic

You cause esger feet to climb dark siairemyswith flled bas-
kets laawing behind hearts amazad at the goodness of the
wrrlel

Youcausethe prodigalto paoseamament an hiswrild, waste-
ful weay,-and send to anxisur love sarme little 1o ken that raleas
g3-Elad tears—which wash sway the kard Imes of sarmwe.

Yol emerdark privon cellg reminding scarred ' manbood of
what might have Beey, and peining farvard to gopd days y=t

tabe

Yeu comesafily into the sall, white homeof pain-and lps that
arg too weakto speak justtremble mdilent, eloguent graa-
Tuda

In-athousand wayryol cause the wearny world to loak up ite
theface of God, and fora iFlE meme2nt forget the things that
aresmall apd wretched;

YO U, DEAR FRIEMD ARE THE CHRISTM AS SERIT!
Paraphresed E.C Baird

e n dE e ever seE you horery 200 feed o thistyand g ke
woaadink? And whendid we eversee yousickor in prearand
forme temey Thenthe ki will &y, “Fmweling the solem bt h:
Whermseryoud B o e of these things icsomeons overookead ar
grored | TRt was me—pudid © o me " Matthew 537 MEG

HAP P HOLIDAY WISHES TG THEVOLUNTEERS WHQ
SERVEIN O URSOUP KITCHEN NMINISTHY

THANK YU
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Presiding Elder Hyche Visits 5t. John

- Vs
-

-—

e |
=

Pastor Wrig ht, Attomey and Presiding Elder Hix he

PresidingElder Albert Hyche and his wife, Attorney Ida Tyree-Hyche, visited with 5t. John on Sunday, December 3rd. This was
their first ime at 5t. Jahn since the recent appaintment of Presiding Elder Hyche to the South Birmingham-Huntseille-
Bessemer District.

The Revarend Maurice Wrght, ||, pastor of 5t. Jehn, intraduced Presiding Elder Hyche who waswell received by the congrega-
wonand brought greetings. He indicated that he was lookingforward to working with Pastor Wright and 5t. John, He suggest-
ed that 5t. Jahn has been blessed and reminded, “to wham much is ghven, much is required.” He Introduced his wife whao
warmhby greeted the congregation and noted that she, also, looked forward towerkingwith 5t. Jahn. They asked far prayers as
they.and5t. John move forward together. Presiding Elder Hyche noted that he had heard Pastor Wright sing and looked for-
ward to hearing him preach. His response; and that of the congreganon, indicated the posinve experisnce of hearing Pastor
Wright singand preach on this day.
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Advent Is a Season of Preparation

Bevent is the first seasan In the liturgical calendar in the
Christian Church, The purpose af Advent istoprepare hearts
and minds forthe birth of the Savior Jesus Christ. The seasan
includes thefour Sundays before Christmas.

Onetradion of Adwent is lighttngthe candles ofthe Advent
wireath, The wreath of [we gregnery symbolzes the ewer-
lasting life found in Christ. The @ndles in the wreath signify
God's 5on as the light af the world. Customarily, there are
four candles far the four weeks of Advent. The thres purple
candles. represent hope, love and peace. The pink candle
represents joy. The Advent candles are lighted throughouw
Adwvent, but the Christ candleg, the center candle, is lighted on
Christmas Bve ar Christmas Day.

Families of 5t. John have been selected to lead the Advent
devotional and lighting of the @ndle(s) each week. Bemard
and Mildred Powers led the lighting on the first Sunday of
Advent. The Adkins family, Bobby, Kay and Samantha, led
the lighting onthe second Sunday of Advent.

CPR Ministry Activities
Highlighted Caregivers Month

The Caregivers Prayer and Respiie (CPR] Ministry of 5t.
dohn scheduled achvities for each week of Natonal Family
Caregivers M onth in November,

The first Sunday of the monmth the ministry provided an
infarmatve display of useful material far caregivers.

The semnd Sunday of the moanth they partnered with the
Health Ministry to provide healkh screening far members.
Pidured below are some ef the members whe usedthis
service to checktheir health after service.

The CPR ministry chose one Tuesday af the month tosark
along with the Kitchen Ministry to deliver meals to sick
and shut-in members andtheir aregivers. They also sent
cards of encouragerment to caregivers. The final adavity af
the month was to sit with those whe regquire mnfinuous
maritaringso thatthe caregivers could arend church.
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Christmas Drama
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Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains,

Christmas Eve Warship

Schedule ofServices far Christmas Eve

Glorig, in excelsis Deo!
Sunday, December 24, 2017

Glorig, in excelsis Den!

Annual Chnstmas Drama 2 =
H45 a.m Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains profong?
What the gladsome bdings be
Which inspire your heav'nly sang?

Marning Warship
10-00 a.m

Chrstmas Eve Warship E el )
6-00 p.m Glaria, in excelsis Deo!
Glorig, in excelsis Deo!

Deaconess Corner Come to Bethlehem and see
Deatoness Emestine Bmes Wery Him Whase birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
JOY, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

"i/t RLD Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
= Gloria, in excelsis Deo!?
i

See Him in a manger laid,

Whom the choirs of angels proise;
Mary, loseph, lend your aid,
While our hearts in love we raise,

Thizis the gme of v ea when we celebr &2 the old,
bt ever new miracle of Christmas

It is our Bime to wish you @
Happy Holiday Season!
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Spring Trip to Atlanta L BOOK [‘-: J
The: Ellipsis Expark (:}-L";E m

ence ¥Women's ‘and
Girls Conferance.
REGISTRATIGON 15

NOW G FEN! Church School Book Club

All interesied ¥YWom-
en and Youth ages15 December2017 Disaussion Date! December 16, 2017

L1E. 10:00 Achl —11:30 A,
The Perfeor Present, Alers, Hadges and Yayes, 2017
Please go the Ellipsis
LR e hsite too register.
PE'I|I|TIE nt p|a|-|5 are lintrilr‘y'iﬂ.'l.ﬂ Discussion Date; |h'|'||1-|'3r"!iI .Iﬂ-, S018
Dl b = thmugh the 10:00 AW, — 1130 AM.
sites registrawon 1 DeSooner e Betrer, M acomber 2016
page.
o] She'sstuch with Jazlh,,
wen “Foallipufs: -;rﬂ"lr AT

Larraine Dancy has [ust discovered that sverything she believes
gbout her father iz 3 fie—starting with the fact that Thomas
supposadly died years ago. N ow she has learned that not anly is
he nof dead, he |s living ina small town south of the barder. In

{11 WOME the process of tracking him dowmn, sh2 manapges to get framed
HEFHESH A0ES 17 AND B for theft and pursued by the real thief, the poiice ond & lecal
crime boss. Her father's friend Jack Keller agrees ta help her

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

escape, althoupgh Larraing is reluctant to depend on a man like
Rim.

And he's stuek with her!

Jack is every hit the renegade Lorraine thinks -he s—an ex-

mercenary and fermer Deliverance Company aperative. He is

alsothe one personwho can puide herto safety. Butthere ara

stormy waters ahead, including an attracion nedher of them
COMING SO0R wants ia feel An aHrachion that 5 as risky as it |sintense—far
_;:':: both ofthem. The saoner he can get'lorraine home, the betar
Fimies &8

Wil ki I
‘B Samrin

Bev. Wil ¥righ SIGN-UP BA/ NT—H NiceHT SFpvicCF
Toral lirs T Hisis iy - 3
SERERIAEIE . gEal LM .

Rejuvenate your MIND, HEART ErBil BAA TP0Y
and SOUIL,

MarkYeur Calendarst
Wednesday, lanuary 3, 2018
6:00 p.rm. far Intercessary Prayer
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2018

The lessan reviews werewritien by Willie Sandifar

Bnuary 7, 2018

Lessen Title: A Sincere Faith

Lesson Seriptura: Daniel 1

Print: Daniel 1:8-21

Bevetional Songs: 577, #2551, and #243

Key Werse: “But Daniel resobied that he would nat defile
himsalf with the royal ravons of fagd” (Daniel 1:8) .

In this lessan, we look at the walue of completely com-
mithing to God's will. Specfically Daniel, swho was young
man who had a strong faith and commitmeant to God. His
faith was strongly tested by being among those captured
and by being forced to |we in Babylan, Nebuchadnezzar
wianted Daniel and the ather captives to give their loyaltyto
him and his geds and turn their back on their identity as
children of Gad.

lanuary 14, 2018

Lesson Title: A Bold Faith

Lesson Scripture: Daniel 3

Print: Daniel 3:15%-23, 26-28

Devetional Songs: #4132, #375, and #243

Key Verse: "Blessad bethe God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who sent his angel and deliverad his servanis
wiho trusted in him. They disobeyed the king's cemmand
and yielded up their badies rather than sere and worship
any god except their mwn God” (Danisl 3:28).

In this lesson, having made a golden image, Nebuchadnez-
zar ordered all the officers to bow down befare the image
and worship.

Let us take nate that peer pressure wWe may Come 3crass in
this day and apge Is small when compared with the peer
pressure that Meshach, Shadrach, and Absdnega faced.
Doing God's will to please Him was at the top of the list of
Daniel and his friends They did not take part in compromis
ing acons in order to be accepted by others. Although
their lves were.on the ling, respectfully, they did not com-
phy with the king's edicts.

lanuary 11, 2018

Lesson Title: A Prayer far an Obadient Faith
Lesson Scripture: Daniegl 3:1-19

Print: Daniel 3:4-8, 15-19

Devetional Songs! §377, #272, and #243

Key Verses: "0 Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, listen
and act and do not delay! For your own sake, © my God,
bemsuse your city and your people bear  your
name® [Daniel 9:15.

In this |ssson, Danigl prays for lsrael and himself, as e is
aware that Israel'sexile is close to an end. AsDaniel praved,
God revealed a larger pigure af Hisplansthat indude salwva-
won and etemity.

Caniel remained fathful in his commitment te God. BEven
though he endured harassment and persecutian bem@use of
his commitment. Throughout kis captivity, Daniel prayed
each day and fasted at fmes for the benefit of his peaple
and himself. God confinued to bless Daniel in all areas of his
life. Mot enly was he highly advanced as a dvil servant, he
wias enabled by God to use his gifts of prephedes and wi-
sionsto encourage hispeople.

Januany 28, 2018

Lessan Title: A Strang Faith

Lesson Serpture; Daniel 10, 11

Print! Daniel 10:10-19

Devetional Sangs: £525, 7321, and 7243

Key Verses: "He said, ‘Do not fear, greatly beloved, you are
safe. Be strong and courageous!’ When he spoke to me, |
was strengthened and said, 'Let my lard speak, far you have
strengthened me' . (Daniel 10:15) .

Im this |esson we are introduced to Daniel's |last vision that
takes place inthe third year of Cyrus, who was king of Per-
sia gt the fime. This is dose to three years afier the vision
that was observed In the lessan for last week, Although
some of the captves returned home, Daniel stayed in Baby-
lon. He understond this final wision, unlike the wvisian in
chapter 8. Daniel saw and undersiood same scary future
events that invoked the spiritual battle of those whe be-
longed to the enemy and God's servants to include wars,
canflicts, and further afflicoons upon Isras|

EHURCH?IHDGL

Church School meets
each Sunday
at 8:45 a.m.

All are welcome!
catch the

EXCITEMENT!

Dece mber 3007 Page 12



7

B43n.m,
Churg h 5 heal
1000 s m. Waorhip
Cagrmmiimssn Siandmy

14

34 3n.m.
Churs i 5 ool
10008 m. Worhip

2]

BEd3nm
Chorch 5 koal
18480 am Wonkhp

200 pm
Wiomen's I instry
& nnch

343a.m
Ehurns b Ec ool
1000 5. m Worship

2 3

10

Li0pm,
&
500 pm.
Bl E Sty

17

12 10 pm.
&
EDO p.
11308.m.-100.p.m BibE Study

SO UF OTCHEN
MLE Doy

REFRESH Eibbe Study

Far Waomen
700 p.m

22 23

115308 .rr|.-1:II|-F.rr|

RIERLE SOLF ETCHEN

.00 pm.

&Y

1200 pm.
'
EIﬂIII:lm
EDE Sty

January 2018

Thy i Sat

- &

Liote Fese | X0 am,

Al ShaiT &
Mirizry Leaders Miee irg
S0 i

11 13

1030a.m

EDOp.m, AMEN ST Kegting

'EI:I.EI!II:hEirH.EI'EH enl

19

510 p.m.
I ke Crons
Ferenral

26

B0 p.m.
i e Chorie
FEErernel

L’@lb

MAFEY IMEW YEAK

Dece mber 3007 Page 13



5t Jahn AME Chursh

228 Church Strest
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256)534-3265

Return Service Requested
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e b ite - woywcstio hnhu rtsyille.com

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Man- profit
U.5. Postage
F&ID
Hurtsville, AL
Fermit No. 240

Important Dates to Remember

Church Training [Dates to be determined)

Presenters;

Bishoap Caralyn Tyler Guidry
The Reverand Dr. Timathy Tyler —Shoerter Community AME Church — Denver, Calorado
The Reverend Ritney Castine — g" Episcopal District

December 24, 2017 Christmas Program, 8:45 a.m.

December 24, 2017  Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 p.m.

December3l, 23017 Watch Might Service, 10000 pom.

lanuary 4, 2018 Church Growth and Development Conference Wership,
lacksenville, Florida, Bishop Harry Seawright, Preacher

NOE:L
B 3 adl

That if you confess with your mouth, “l=susis Lord, * ong befizve in your heart
that God reised him from the deoad, you will be zoved Romons 102

INDRIC
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