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Press Toward the Mari farthe Prize of the High Call

“| presstoward the markfor the prze ofthe high calling aof God in Christ Jesds” (Philippians 3:14) and as such, 5t
dehn's beloved shepherd abedient ly yizlds to the call fora higher level af semvice.

It iswith the great pleasure of God's joy that 5t Jakn annoaunc
es the candidacy of s excephonaly GIFTED and ANOIMTED
pastor, The Reverend Maurice Wright, I, far the Connecoonal
e posmon of Director of Music and Chrisian Arts Ministry

i/ (M CAM) . Inadditan to beingthe Sanior Pastor at 5t. John Afri
can Methodist Episcopal Church, the Reverend Wright is an
outstanding wocalist, musician, diredor, -and composer. He
holds a degree in ¥oice and Candudang frem Morehouse Colk
lege, Atlanta, Geargia and has worked with choirs and commu-
nity groups acress the country, Additonally, he has traveled
internaf@onally spreading the lowe and light of Jlesus Christ
through bath the Ward and music, His God-given aristic gifis
are @ natural complement to his very Impadful ministry and as the 51, John AMEC congregation has often wit-
nessed, music and worship artsare intricately woven throughout every worship esdperience and setthestmosphere
fara uniguely powerful encounter with the Holy Spint.

The Rewerend Wright's imvalverment writh M CAM is extensive. He was a founding memberaf the Canneciional Mu-
gic Cammitee-and has been an integral part of MCAM since its inception at the Connectional lewel. Pastar Wright
has been instrumental in advancing the ministry through knowledge sharing with both clergy and lay persons, has
wiorked diligently with local congregemions inthe idemificaiion and develapment of the spiritual gifts of its meam-
biers, has facilitated ministry and leadership training workshops at the local and district lewvel for churches that de-
sire to establish and/or grow their Musicand Christian Arts Department, and has warked faithfully incollaboration
with leadership at various levels-across @ number of Episcapal Districts with the goal of increasing the vitality of
waorship arts across the Connecion. Pastor Wright isthe current Associate Director of MCAM and has served with
gxcellence farthe past two consecutive Quadrennials.

Above all, obedience to God is paramount to the Reverend Wright and as such, he answered the call to preach at
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The Reverend Maurice Wright, Il
Candidate for Connectional Director
of the Music and Christian Arts Ministry (MCAM)

By Pamel white head

A wbdrand i g )
the tender age of 13. God has blessed the Reversnd Wnght to grow in spintual grace through music and the Hoky
Spirit has been his puide a5 his passion and commitment has resulted in a very rich musical vitae which began
when he demonstrated exceplional gifts at an early age a5 a young musician and wvacalist. His passionfor music
confinued te evalve and expanded to include choral direcing for middle and high schoel cheirs aswell as Found-
ing Direcor ofthe MLK Community Chair in Portland, Oregan. Addifonally, his broad range of gifts further de
veloped as he gained experience as Direcor and Minister of Music working with congregatons acrossthe Con-
necion to indude Bethel AME Church, Portland, Oregen; United AME Church, ¥enia O hio; Pawerhouse Temple
Church, Partland Oregon; Philadelphia Community Church, Partland Oregan; Big Bethel AME Church, Atlanta
Georgia;and the Martn Luther King Jr. Chapel Choir st Marehouse College Atlanta, Georgia.

Accompanying his extraordinary, soukstarring hamiletc abilittes are even mare of his musical gifls which include
being an accomplished arganist, pianist, saxophonist and vacalist. Pastor Wright is both gifted and musically
trained with vocal experiencethat includes being a member ofthe Morehouse College Glee Cub, Atlanta Dpera
Company, Marin Luther King, Jr Commemorative Chaoir and the Wendell Whalum Community Chair, His favorite
genre, Gospel Music includes preferred styles that span the full musical spectrum from hymns to @l and re
sponse worship songs to contemporary gospel and Christan music.
FPastar's lifelong passion for music began when he was just a yaung
boy singingin the Sunshine Band of the Altheimer Memaorial Church
of Godin Christ. He would |ead songsand even direct the youth choir.

Mot anly was he involked in church music but he started playing the
savophone asa 5 grader. His musical talent was noticed by the wome
an who would became his favanie teacher, Mrs. Ethel Peak. She
taught chaoir at the Jason Lee Middle School and was the Minister of
| M usic &t Allen African Methodist Episcopal Churdh in Tacoma Wash
Pi!h;'".‘nlf'ih‘rl‘l the piaho. ingtan. The Reverend Wright recalls, "0 n Sunday mornings Mrs. Peak
wiolld come to plick up her students from Akheimer Church to sing
and play at her church because they were down the street from each ether. When Allen AME Church would get
out of semvice, she would drop us back ofl at my church and church would =@l be going on”. Even in high school,
musicand arts were paramaunt in his [ife. He served as the drum majer et the Grover Cleveland High S chool Band
and sanginthree high school choirs. As alunior, he entered the solo compelton st the Newport Jaz= festval and
wasthe 1" African Amierican Studentta win. His rendition-of Stormy Weatherwas highlighted in several newsps-
persinthe Portland area,

-

In an.imteriew with Pastor Wright, he shares..

My fave for music and arts hos allowed me o go many placss ond meet many peaple. As [ serve God and the
church [ love sa much, | affer mysef to serve in this posifion 5o we can go to 2ven higher heights | hove been for-
funote fo witness this department from i incepbion. Sithng ot the fzet of Or. Don Lee White, Or. fmmis Jomes,
the Raversnd Sylvester Loudermill, Jr, Or Wille Wilioms ond the Rewenend Anthony Vinson hos besn more than a
priviag= ond @ Bl2ssing

Az Azsooate Durector, (hove hod the pleasure 1o s2rve glong with the Reverend Anthony Vinson os the Lond gove

S raribranral oA e 1)
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The Reverend Maurice Wright, Il
Candidate for Connectional Director
of the Music and Christian Arts Ministry (MCAM)

By Pamel white head

Al b hraad Feoam paaee )

him the visign to produce béo recordings ond do greot things, [feel strongly about megningful warship ond o ffar-
ing our best to God. The arts departmant 0 our churches & moving forward in every way, [ want to help o fogl-
tatz the posiie direction ond provids feadeship 5o we will never be oble to sop that MCAM is the bast keprss-
cret, [ envision proviging resources for churches thot want to foundch o dromao ministry oF a fturgical donce minis-
try | wont to see the visuol arts mingtriess become oninteractive part of worshun Our Zion hos been blzssed with
some of the grepte st takent you con imagine, [would ke to incregse our supoort Lo our own oriists, as we show-
co=se and MT up ther gits and abilities o the workdwsde church

With great pleasure, the officers and members of 5t. John AME Church give their full support and pray God's fa-
warupaon Pastar Maurce Wright, Il a5 he runswith grace the race that God hasset before him as a Candidate for
Conneciional Director ofthe Musicand Christan Arts-Ministry ( MCARM),

Sp, markyour calendar® The M CAM Electionswill 1ake place during the Connectional Christian Edum@on Confer-
ence scheduled for June 287 -30%, 2018. We pray God's cantinued blessings upon Pastor Wright, First Lady, the
Beverend Rita Wright, and the emire Wright family as they continus to honor God with their obedience and “-.
presstoward the mark forthe prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus®. [Philippians 3:14)

DUTIES OFTHE CONNECTIDNAL DIRECTOR OF M CAM

The Connectional Directar 6f Musicshall coordinate all adiviges of the MCAM and preside owver its mestings. He
ar she shall serve a5 ligison between the MCAM and BEdecutive Secretary of Chnstian Education and serve as
Chairof the Executtve Beard. The Cannectional Director shall bz an es-efficio member of all sub-committeess and
shall have general supermvision and direcion of the work of the Canneowanal Music and Christan Arts Ministry
and the Connectional Music Insatute. The Cannectional Directorshall be recegnized asa Connechonal Officer of
the AMEChurch and shall be empeoweredte runthe day to day operations af MCAM and CWLL

Connectronal Music ond Chnstian Arts Minsory Bylaws —-Amendments | Arfide IV Officers”
AME Book of Discipline 2012

WHAT 15 THE MUSIC AND CHRETIAN ARTS MIMNISTRY (M CAM) 2

MECAM isa Connechonal subcampoenent that falls under the Cammission an Chrisaan Educafion and (s endorsed
and recognized by the General Canference of the AME Church. It is the body that provides structure and con-
sistancy in music in all areas of the AME Church from the connedional churdh to the local church. Addionally,
it serves as a musicand related arts advisory erganizaton that assistswith planning and preparafion and submits
recommendadons for music at General Conference and Connecional Mestings as well as episcopal district
mestngs, Annual Canferences, districts of the Annual Conferences and local programs or achvities when re-
quesied.

“Connectional Music ond Christian Asts Ministry Blows -Amendments
AME Bookof scipline 2012

lgnite Growth! | Inspire Change!| Impact Service!
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The Reverend Maurice Wright, Il Inducted into

100 Black Men Greater Huntsville Chapter, Incorporated
By aretie oRes

Widely known for his eflervescent personality and his desire to serve in the greater community and mentar the
youth, the Reverend Maurice Wright, I, pastar ef 5t. lahn AME Church in Huntsville, was meently inducted into the
membership ofthe 100 Black Men, Grester Huntswille Chapter during their 2017 Annual Holiday Gala. The theme
forthe Gala was “Developing Future leaders Today". Afier only fifteen months in the local area, the Reverence
Maurice Wright has been meewng people and working with varnous community-based organizanons. He s thaor-
oughly inwvalved inthe Greater Huntsville Community and is recopnized as5t, John's Servant Pastor,

Induchian imto the Grester Huntswille Chapter of the 100 Black Men of America was a great accomplish-
ment. Joining him for the ceremony was his wife, the Reverend Joretha Wright, and children, |saiah, Joy and Les
sig. Othermenaf 5t Johrwhoare membersof 100 Black Men include the Reverend Hamer McCall, Hodges Wash
ington, Willie Sandifer, Arthur Walker, Syhester Daniels, Wilb=rt Brawnlow, Karl Gullatie and Paster Maurice
Wrghtll,

The Gala was an opportunity forthe 100 Black Men to recognize their 2017 Mentor of the Y ear, pin new members,
and pay tribute to: fallen members afthe organization.

100 Black Men of Greater Huntsville isa S01ich{3) arganeation focusing on African American Youth. Their goal isto
wiork with yaung pesple through their signature pragrams of mentoring, educatian, smnomic empowerment,
health and wellness, and leadership development. Nattanally and locally, the erganization has posively affzcted
thousands of youngpeople and their families.

Congratulations to the Reverend Maurice Wright I, Servant Pastor of 5t. John Hunwille!

lanwary I8 Fape 4



Christmas Give-a-way
A Collaborative Event Sponsored by the 9th Episcopal District
and 5t. John AME Church, Huntsville, Alabama

ByvBartam Johreon

51. John AME Church, Huntswille, underthe [eadership of the Reverend Maurice Wright,
I, 5er@nt Pastor hosted eleven families on 5 aturday, December 9, 2017 forthe Christ-
mas Give-A-YWay. The celebrafion took place in the Community Roem af the Huntswille
Board of Reattors” building adjacent to the5t. Jahn churchfram 10:00 am to nean, Oth

-f- ef AME Churches in Narth Alabama and Presiding Elder and Mrs. Hyche alsa contrbut-
ed.

The eleven families, which included 14 children frem the ages af 6 months to 14 years

Rev Lathamand Rev. Wright wiere welcomed by members of the Women's Missisnary Society. A wisiing pastor

& njoy ing 1 he e llows hip from the Decatur area and 15 of His members joined in the celebraion. The children

enjoyed thetable—top Christmas activities while viewing “A Charlie Brown Christmas.”

After all the families arrived, Pastar Wright welcomed everyane and shared a brief Christrmas message. The lunch, which weas

prepared by the 5t. lahn Kichen Ministry, was servad. The mealwas a spaghettd meal with all the trimmings plus a dessert.
Christrnas music duringthe meal was provided by the Christian Education Department.

At the mnclusion of the meal, the Rever
end Tony Latham, pastor of - Mew Pisgah
I AME Church, Flarence, passed out bags of
groceries and gifl cards to his members.
Then, Pastor Wright and Stewards of 5t.
lohn enjoyed playving Santa and dissemi-
™ nat ng the gifis to the families. Each family
was presented with 3 huge bag antaining
wrapped gifts far gach member of the
family. The celebration closed with the
singing af several Christmas Carolsand the
benedichon by Pastar Wright.

Dannie The mpson, Cliten Miler, B&rkam Efchen Minstry members FRuktte Wik
Iohreonamd Pastor Wright. lans, M=ok Peopks arl Pearkan
Pty b

T AT 98 3 ? Thanks are expressed to the mem-
bers af 5t. Jlohn whe packed the
boxes with brand new toys, other
iterms,-and gave money to support
the give-sway. Thanks are also
ewtended 1o the. 5t John
"Wrappers,” who came out an Fri-

4.  day evening and wrapped all the

e gifts for the children, The meal was

delicious and the musicwas Christ-

rmassy, thanks, 5t Jahn Soup Kitch-

G meste njoy ing 1he fellows hip meal Stevanms Ginnamd pMiller bring ingifts | en and Chriswan Education Depart-

ment.

The event was atotal success because af tha help from Ms. Donnie Thompson and the Women's Missianary Sodety and their
wiork in idenfifyingthe families.
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Holiday Food Baskets Distributed to the Community

By Pauktta Williars

Faoktte Willams, Mary alkené Masok Peopes with domtions:

Farthe fourth consecutive year, 51. John has provided food boxes-at Thanksgiving and Christmas to families inthe Humtswille
community. Thisservice isfunded inpant by the church®s geneml budget and largely by the generasity of memberswho make
donafions above their regular giving. The need is great and 5t. John attemptsto ensure that all families whao have beesn iden-
afied are assisted.

Begirining in November, the committee organizes forthis projed. Appeals are madetothe congregation forfinancial support
as well as referrals of families in need. The thrifty shopping of the cammities ensuresthe dallars are stretched as much as
possibleto provide the greatest amount of food, Overthe first twoe years, the cammittes ine-tuned the pracess so that it exe-
cutes seamlessly. Boxes are distributed the week before Thankspiwing and the week before Christmas. The quart'ies are
adjusted to match the family size.Senior redpients are also given 510 gift cards to purchase meat for their Thanksgiving/
Christmas meal. Thisyear 170 boxes were distributed. The gratitude of the recipients makesthis ministry 2 blessing 1o the
recipients and the volunteers,

The mmmirtee coardinators are Paulette Williams-and Masola Peoples. Other committes members are Bill Williams, Jesse
dohnson, Lars Avery, Sam People, Marg Allen, Pearlean Myhand, Stephanle Scott, Monica Dillihunt, Adrenne P-K Was hingteon
and Darwin Washington, Thankyou5t. John farthis outreach ministry to the Huntseille community?

St. John AME Church Embarks on its First International Mission Trip
to Port of Spain, Trinidad

Led by the Reverend Maurice Wright, |l, members of 5t lohn AME Church wall travel to the Part of Spain, Trinidad to parfick
patein the Windward Annual Conference af the African Methodist Episcopal Church and to work with lacal residents and

cammunity based oreaneamans. The Annual Canferencewill beheld at Metropolitan AME Church in Fort of Spain, where the
Feverend Godfrey E. Michell serves asthe host pastar

The Huntsville delegation will leava an Maonday, March 5, 2018 and return on Maonday, March 12, 2018 Servant Fastor
Wright will preach af the Ordinaton Service on Saturday, March 10, 2018 during the Windward Annual Conference and serve
as a puest lecturer forthe Confarence Inswtuteon March 3, 2018 &t the invitawon of Bishop Anne Henning Byfigld, The Presid-
ing Prelate of tha 16™ District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. The theme of the Annual Conference is Ascend and
Soar“but thosewho hopeinthe Lord will rensw their strength; theyswill soar onwings like eaples” lsaiah 40:31

Thei5t. lohn members and friends who wish to join Pastor Wright as a part of the 51 John delegation ta Trinidad will need to
contact 5teward leanetes lanes or Trustee Hodges Washington for addieional details.
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Christmas 2017
Calling All Superheroes

By Lydia Dwens

Inawarld filled with crime and chacs, there stood a small band af Superheroes in search of the "NEW" Hero oming te tawn.
They seam unsure if this“"NEW" Hera is here to joinforces arta relieve them of their dutiies.

Welcome and Greetings were extended by Kylie Washingtan with a prayer and scripture reading from Miah &8 and Alijah
and Ariyana Webb and Mikayla Binfard givingusthe true meaning of The Christmas Candle.

leseph and Mary enter discussing the reasans why they were chasen to be the hirth parentstothe "NEW" Superhera. Soon

thereafter they mest up withthe otherSuperhemes and as night approaches, they inquire about a place to stay as it seemed
all ef the innsweere full,

The shepherds on duty were discussing how “bored”they were when they hearthe voice of an angel insruching them to go

find the baby Jesus. Frightened by the vaice, the shepherds question haw "finding o boby”will help them? The shepherds,
gsearching far the baby Jesus, mest up with the superheroes to disouss what rela@onshipthe baby lesus has with this “NMEW"
Superhero.

Asthey all gathered togetherthey begin singing “His Name iz Wongerful®

AL ievatil Fam P K
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Christmas 2017
Calling All Superheroes

By Lydia Dwens

L ekl maa Wi e ©)

Inthe final scene, Mary and Joseph enter again, but thistime they wera not alene. Mary had given birth te the “Real Superhs-
ra® TheSuper Baby, It is now dear to the othersuperheroes that lesusis the “NEW" Superhero in town, What is also cl=aris
that his one and only mission isto save the world fram SN with his Father's Love.

asthe all are gethered again, they begin singing"Jesus, of whot o Wondargul Chad™

The Dance Ministry ministered in dance to Hara by Kirk Fronkiin, The Chastmas pregram ended with closing remarks by Fas-
tor ¥Wright.

Cast af Heroes
Superman Courtney Jones
Wonder Women Cayden B Chloe Wilson and Joy Wright
Bat Girl Jessica Harbin & Jasmyne Rachelle
Spidergirl Channing Ransam

Hulk Wallace Parham & Chrisman Washingtan
Cat Woman Zaria York

M ary Dermyn Goode

laseph Blake Jahnsan

Shepherds Cambrdge Wilson and Kelson Hill
Woices of Angels Michael Clark and Daniel Haygood

lanwary IV0E Fape 8



Candlelight Service Celebrated the Coming of Christ!

By Medm M Daniel

“Hent from heoren, thy rays were Qiven on'greot and small toshing! O Light Divins! = Kopylav

S5t. Jahn members and friends gathered en Christmas Bve to efier praise and warship far the coming M essiah at this tradi-
wonal candielight service. The call to waorship was taken from the choral postlude of "Heavenly Light" by Alexander Kopy-
low. The 5t John Fraise Team led the music minisiry for the service with selecions that included “Celebrate the King” and
“The Mame of the Lord is @ Strong Tower.” The Christmas hymn was “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” The invacation was
offered by the Reverend Joretha Wright and scApture was read frem Luke 2:3-15.

The meditawan was brought by Dr. Jennifer Qlwer, Dr, Oliver is currently a student at FullerSeminary and resides in Pasade-
na, California. Her ministry while at 5t. John included directarof the liturgical dance ministry and during her fme at 5t Jehn
she accepted the call to preach, Dr. Oliver ministered in dance during the marning worship service and in WORD duringthe
candlelight service.

Or. Oliver spoks on thetopic “Love threugh Obedience.” She gave scripture references of Matthew 2:13-15, 19-20; Matthews
1:22-25; Luke 1:35-38 and John 3:16, She usedthe scriptures to show how love (Agape’ love) and obedience are conneciad.
Forthis she used Jaseph as an example af his leve for God and his abedience in his relattonship with Marg. 5She noted that
the pbedience of loseph and Mary was key inthe prophesies of the 0 I1d Testamant being fulfilled.

Or. Qliver shared her persanal experence of lovefor Gad and obediepceto Hiswaice that led her to relocate from Huntsville
to Califamiata continue her seminary studies. Despite the hardships ef makingthe move and establishing a househald in her
new locaton, she stated that she was always obedient. This obedience resulted in God opening doors for herthat she could
have never imagined. She [eft the worshippers with the dosing emphasis that God is calling His people to lowve Him by being

obedient and thisispossible because Christ has come!

Fallowing the messags, Pastor Wright led inthe lighting of candles and singing “Jesus the Light of the Warld.” The service
concluded with the Benedicaon.

“Thou aur beooon ond guidze sholt be! Light Divine, we proiss Thas!"- Kopylay

or, Oliverdelives the meditation, Brother Peason Eads the prase team
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The Dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: A Work in Progress
By Brdpet 1 Floyd

Dr. Mariin Luther King, Jr., the imnic civil rights leader, would have celebrated his 83tk birthday anJan-

uary 15th of this year. Alsothis year, the national holiday commemaorati ng his birthday coinoded with
his actual birthday, Dr. King was assassinated on April 4, 1568 in Memphis Ten
nessee. He was there to advocate for equitable pay for garbage workers. This
yearwill markthe 50th anniversary of his assassinawon.

br. King earned his undergraduste degres from Morehouse College in Atlanta,
Geporgia, and his Ph.D.intheslopy from Boston University, As a young ministerin
Montgemery, Alabama, he was essentially drafied as leader of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott. After Mrs. Rosa Parks refused te give up herseat; an effectve and
wiellarganized boycott had the desired economicimpact. Or, King embraced the
leadership of the Civil Rights Mavement with the now well-knewn tenants of
nonviolent peaceful protest. Or. King was @warded the Nobel Peace Prize as a
result.

Wideo accounts shew the commment and central af protesters whe endured
verbal and physical aggression, without responding in kind. M &ny were injured,
some |ost their lives, induding Dr. King, He expanded his efforts to crusade for
peace (against the Vietnam War) and economicimpravement for poar peapleof
all races.

After fifty years, are things where Dr. King woeuld exped ar hope? What is the

status of dream fulfiliment?
o, King ini1984
Clearly progress has been made: Educational and eccupanonal epportunites and

achievements-as well as political invalvermnent and elected posiions. While thereis economic progress,
whites still rank higher than Afrien Amercans and other minarites. Although the 44th Fresident of
the United States was the son of an-African and Caucasian-American fthe first African Amencn presi-
dent), the 45th President has directly and unapologewcally criicized and taken achion to dismantle or
reverse mamy things considered “propress” by a significant numberaf Americans. Some of wham pro-
tested-against these changes/reversals,

Or. King-advocated for justoe, equality, nonviolence, peace, and civilty even intheface of threats and
violence. What might be his thoughts about werbal and electranic bullying; resurgence of graups that
pramote white supremacy; harassment and assault of women or ather yvulnemble indwviduals; prome-
fion of violence; oppositon to immigration fespecially ertain groups ; problematic relaonswith othar
countries {to nclude risking nudear conflict)?

L T
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Happy Birthday, Alabamal......Well, Almost.

B. mhmson

Alabama will commemorate its 200" hirthday in 2019. 200 Alabama Bicentennial is the
state-wide organzahon, spearheadingthe celebraton. The focuswill be an more than cam-
memaorating 200 years of a government: The people, places and stories will be the central
theme of the celebrawon. The state of Alabama exists as a place of unparalieied natural

.h L ﬁ. B A M A beauty. it 5 the hame of a diverse and disinct people wha share a histary with unique per-

spechves, values and @ sense of shared culture and stories. To ensure the inclusion af all

BICEWNTENMIAL Asbamiansin the telling of this story, all 67 counties were encouraged to form 200 Ala-

bama Blcentennial commifdess, Each county organization s responsible for highlighting the

best arributes of the county and the people whao reside there. 200 Alakama Bicentennial

includes all 67 countes, and stretches fram the Morth Alabama Mountains to the white, sand beaches of the Gulf, as well as
fromthe Capifal Citytothe Rocket City,

Mrs. Sally Warden serves as Exacutive Director of The Humtswille Madison County 200 Alsbama Bicentennial Committes. The
Afncan-Aamerican Bicentennial Sub-committes was established out of this commirtes. The facus of this sub-commities sthe
development af “The Wall af Remembrance.” This project will recognize the trauma of the lass of idemity during slavery, It
will give voice to the nameless lives, historic African American burial grounds and will preserve the names of manmy forgotien
citizens. The purpose of the “Wall” will be to memorialze African Americans buried in unmarked graves and extant cemeteries
duringthe 19 and early 20 centuries inthe Georgias lave Cemetery, Glemarood Cemetery, Huntsville Cemetery and the Cok
ared Cemetery. Mrs. Qllye Conley, a nated Humtswville historan, is the lzad an this project-and has been working diligenth to
collect the names. The dedicaton af “Tha Wall of Remembrance” is scheduled far February 2009 Mre. Ollye Conley willbe the
guest speaker forthe Febmuary 5 2018, meewngof the 51, John AME Church 50+ Auxiliary.

Yeu onk tum 200 vears old once, and herorng the history that chanped the world will need some fme. The c=lebrafion
spans a three year journey which agualby began in 2017 and will conclude in 2019 The theme for 2017 was “Discovering Qur
Places,” which coincded with Alabama's territarial bicentennial. The theme far thisyear is “Honoring Qur People” Thisyear's
focus will be sharingthe experences-and stories.of all Alabamians, “Sharing Our Stones” will bethetheme of 20019 which will
markthe conclusionafthe 200 Alabama Bicentennial

The Dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: A Work in Frogress

By Bridpet 1. Floyed

& ravedbvanra! drist gt JM
The teachings and adions of Or. King can serve as inspiration and a model for effecang change in today's
LY windd, The key is te recognize that complaceney is net an apiion. Pressnt-day
: $ - 1“ actionmand response can sl come fromthe Ygrass roots” (as inthe 1950°s and
— 1960¥s), However, due ta more than fifty years of progress and change, thers
are peaple in posinons of power [African Americans and other racial, ethnic,
religious, and economic minorges)
# wiho can make a differsnce - keep
warkingan the “Dream®. | LOVE B e vy ﬂ‘.l."r.'-;

The “Dream™ on@inues 1o be a woerk
in progress.

‘i Fiaf cam i an enamy
i

frrdera frienid [ 4
F

2
Mastn Lultier hll‘-:'I It ﬁ\ -

"

Br. King at the 1963 March onWas hirgton
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Baby Boomers Moving to the Next Fhase:
Three Smart Money Moves They Should Make in Their 60s

B bbby A biims 11

= Iokinny 5t John has worked hard over the yvears, saving a5 much -asthe economy (and
'. his paychecks) would allow, Mow, heisthinking about slewing things down, leaving the
\ warkforce, rearing. Similarly, many seniors, having arrved intheir 60s, are feeling poad
about their future, There are 3 solid inandal steps Jahnny, and folks like Rim, @n make

to maximizean early refirement and the years beyond,

Is60the newd40? A Today Show survey found that 70 of sity-somethings felt younger
than their age. Imaginethat. Howewver, while baby boomears may be as physically it as
younger assocates, they would be wise to act their age when it comestofinances.

Whether just menthsfrom refirement or, like a growing numbear of Americans, planning to emain part of the
winrkforce, the decade of their 605 can mark a persanal and professional Inflecian paint. Forlohnny, and sen-
iors like him, making the most of their 60s {and beyand) means taking the right steps to ensure a financially se
curs future.

“Thisis a periad sftransiion,” says Dezna Katz, a pesonal financial planning professar at Texas Tech University
and co-chairperson-of Evensly & Katz/Foldes Financial Wealh Management. "You will he making importam
dedsions that will afHect vour next stage of life.” Herziswhat lohnmy should do.

1. Strategize Social Security: Johnny hasentered into aperdod when his ham woark starts

paying aft. He can begin takingbenefitsasearly as age 62, and a5 late-as age 70.

®  When to wait. The langer he delays drawing Social Security benefits, the preater

those monthly bensfits will be forthe rest of his life. The difference can be substantal. If

dohnnyis expecting to live a long |fe and can afford to postpone payments, this could be

the way far himito go.

# |f he was eligible for @ monthly bernelit of 51,300 at his “full refirement age” af

argund E6 and he started collecting early, at age 62, his benefit would be reduced to
5864 a manth. If he waited untl age 70 however, his monthly benefit would be 51,698; that is 76% more
thanwhat hewould get if he started-at 62,

Darn Shebesia, a ceriified finandal planner and wealth advisar at Jackson/Roskelley Wealth Advisors, says “If
you believe you're going to be |wing several| decades into reliremeant, you warit to wait as long as possible to
collect yourSocial Security benefits”

&« ‘Whentoclaim early.5ix out af 10 Americans daim benefits before theirfull refirement age, according ta
the Sodal Securty Administration. Forthose facing an income shortfall ar who do not exped to Ive be
yond their early 80s, starting benefits sooner might bethe more pracical choice,

Consulting a finandal adwvisor who understands his comprehensive financial pidure can help lohnny make a
good choice, "Hisdedsion should be based an his individual situaton,” 5 hebesta adds.

2. Review Retirement Expenses
Johnny needs to have 3 ealiskic idea af hisfutue financial expenses when planning his retirement lifestyle.

# He should calculate how much he espects to spend on necessiies, aswell as amy added costs. Far in-
stance, does he plan totravel ar eat out more or le2ss often? “Many peaple think they will spend le2ss in
refirement, when often they end up spending the same amount because they want the same guality of
life,” Katz says.

He should indude health care expenses in his projected retirement budget, Owvertheir lifeames, the av-

AL iR ol v peespe L)
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Baby Boomers
Moving to the Next Phase

Bo bby Adhins i

B radlmanra e g A )
erage B5-year-old couple redring today can expect to
pay mare than 5400000 in health care costs, includ-
ing- payments for Medicare supplements and dental
insurance, according to & recent repart from Healkh-
Wieww Services, which specializes in health are cast-
projecon softears.
Fut the budget to the test. Esimate the monthly gs-
pected incerme from all sources, then try to spend a
cyear or two living as if
already refired. i Johnny
isunable to cover hispro-
jeded expenses, he may
need to delay retirement
and find a way to save
more.

1. Update Estzte Plan
Forthase having an estate plan, it is not eneugh i it is not
kept current. Life changes, such asa diverce or marriage, re-
quire an amendment 1o cerain decuments. Here are three
thingsforhimto keep in mind:

s  [Make sure beneficdaries desipnafions are up to date
Manytypes of property, such as [RAs, 401{ks and Ife
insurance policies, pass to spedfically named benefi-
cigries. Determining who the assets will be |eft to is
a5 5e i al.

Consider setting up trusts. Trusts can serve mulaple
purposes in estate planning, including setbing condi-
mions on how the esigie will be distributed afier his
death,

Many recent retirees have not established a living
will, chosen a health care proxy, or appointed a dura-
ble power of aftarney, Please do not put it off any
longer. All these things must be done in orderto en-
sure that hiz wishes are mried out with regard to
health, belangings and finances, should ane be unable
to make decisions on their own.

Whilz these tasks require sorme fime and effort, ance they
are completed those seeking reirerent can stant thinking
about makingthe most of the years ahead,

Happy Retiremant!

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Charke Bros =

Sharing Jay In 2018

Awell-known poet B: Tagore wrote: "l slept-and dreamt that
life was joy. He cantinued, " awoke and saw that life was
Service, | aded and behaold, Service was loy.”

Aswe look back aver the Christmas Holiday, 2017, the spirit of
the season was displaced In Giving. Christmas gifts were ex-
pected and there was [itle disappointment.

Let us begin a new spint of giving aswe begin the New Year,
Serviceto others can be-a smile to & stranger or sharing words
af gratitude. It might be servingin @ hemeless sheler, cook-
ingameal far a sick neighbor, offeringa ridete an elder for a
doctar's appaintment; or offeringchildare ta a harried friend.

As we enter the New Year open your heart and willingly and
lawingly share the jey af the year with others, starfing today.
May we focus on abundant generosity rather than sesking ar
getting this year, uplift your Spirit, with unexpeded joy and
peace—by sharingwith athers. This is the greatest gift afthe
Mew Year!

Remember, you are ahvays invited te serve, with joy, in our
Monthly “Soup Kitchen" sach " and 4" Tuesday. Owur doors
will abways be open!

“Foryou shall go out inJay, and be led backin Peace.”
-lsaiah 5512

St, John AME Music Workshop

February 5-11, 2018

Guest Clinican Br. Beland Carter

Wearlshap
|Remmter ot hitpecstj s bontsy illemus oo reho posy = b e o m|

Friday, Februsry 29 - G000 pm
Saturday, February 10 -5:00 am

Warship Celebratien

Sunday, February 11 - 10:00am

Concert, Sunday, February 11th at 5:00 pm
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MUSIC & CHRISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY
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IGHITE GRGWTHI iHSPIRE CHAHGEI IHPA.CT SERVICE!

Rev. Maurice Wright, Il
CANDIDATE FUR CONNECTIONAL DIRECTOR

Gurrani Conneclional Associnle Director MICAM
Choral Directing Exparinnce
= Hartet Tubmen Middés School, Porflard, Orebon
= Thimes JulMsrson Fgh School, Porlland. Cirecor
¢ Humnod Elamentury School, Pretand, Orogon
o T Diwacios MLK Cimmmmily orilind, Ciidgon
8 Maodis Episiopal C o 1A, oo
i ".Illl.d rif Cushor Fong Chape Chol, SMomdhogon Lobage allnme, - Georgie
inter of Munic / flrn:nl'll
Bl AME Chyreh, Porfland | Osajon
= Urmlad AME Chanoh, Xerin, Oig
« Powitooss Temple Chamsly, Porttand, Oregon
= Prladalipia Comeniahiny Churol, Portdand, Dvogon
Wocal Experience
* Momshousa College GRee Tl
= . Sllieta Cpana I_.I:'I'L'I.Illr'

v = Iharbn Lulfor King, B Commormoradem ok
REV. MAURICE WRIGHT, Il : o by, & Commrn
SENIOR PASTOR Prauidfing Elder Dinirict Direcior
ST. JOMHN ANE CHURCH = Bt Hirmisghane Hurssefle Besssmar Dstect (SR Epscnped T |
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA & P Clby Disins (5% Entsaspal L_'nf.'l:-".

& Mlpstemdin TTiibodmaes DHstresd PRI B piecaapesl Chal

Anrusl Confersnca Dirsstor

= ofhapst Aidtiema Aonval Coideienoa (B8l Episocoan] Distng i

=« ICwnbigll Fe0ith Limumiang Apnual Cordampog (0h Spscioal Dlalngi)

Diesgres In Voice and Conducting fram Morahouss Colisge, Atlants, Georgla
Muambar of Natlonal Assoccintion &f Kegro Musicians |[HANM)

Earven #n i lschurer on Worship

Choral workshop fagiliator

Founding Membor of the Connectional Susic Commitiae

Rev. Myran D. Hill
ANTHOATE FOR CONNECTIONAL ASSUGIATE DIRECTUR
Enirreil Corshinctiogiol Pamfasmiiaiish MCAM
Spaciad Edutaton Teachar for the Gresmsood Sotiood District 50 i South Goansiiis
Cxmrment Drpctor of Music: Plesdenont A Cordorence & Abbewdlo Sressnpsood Dedrec
Cairmiml ProskolDiecior Graansocsd (B Arad Mattn Liughed Bing, Br Maas Chddr
Musioian: Temner Snger. Tumar Thoological Sominany. Aflants Goorgia
! Mirister af Music: Flippor Ternipis AME Church, &llarta, Osstimgia
- Fanandar: Veicaw of LIty G, LDy Ml AME Chuneh, Saivmaion, Soull Camlina
Pyl Founder: &%an W, Parmit irspirntional Sisoir, Wiliams Chapel AME Chuech, Orangatsng, Sowth Canoling
m- ann" ﬂ- HILL Fandai- Shulimalle Communily Yoy Chelr
SENIOR PASTOR C-FFouimcier [along with bes Bather): demssiovwn Shileryilis Communiy Cheaie
CYPRESS CHAPEL AME Oranist Wealey AME Church. Shulervilie. South Carolina
ABBEVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA Adjhs nbiartwel (iayirg piare. 1

N 'I[I 'i MA] ©
-.a'- Jo 19
‘I.IHEHEAEE COMNECTIONAL MEMEERSHIP
L INCREASE THE VITALITY OF BCAM IN EVERY EPISCOPAL ISTRICT
3. PROVIDE LITURGICAL DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CONNECTION

4. CONTINUE TO PROMOTE AME ARTISTS
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2018

The lessan reviews were writien by Kenneth Parham

February 4, 2018

Lessen Title: Faith Withaut Worls |s Dead

Lesson Seripture: lames 214-26

Print: James 2:14-26

Devetional Songs: #468, #2551, and £243

Key Werse: “So fath by itself, & it has no works, is
dead” [James 2:17).

Herein, Apostle James discussed the importance af works to
justfy one’s faith. He set out by askinga simple queshan,
"Canone be saved by faith alona?” As noted inthe Sunday
Schoal commentary, James made a comindng argument
showing how faith without works is incomplete. James cit-
ed the examples of how faithful Abraham was in the act of
sacrificing his son, lsaac, to show his faithfulness; and af the
pmshtute, Rahab, who protected the messengers. Jlames
could hawe cited many more examplesto demonstrate his
point. Onethat comes to mind isthat of David, a shepherd,
Buenthough David professed great faith In God, he thought
it necessary to canfram the giant, Goliath, when all of the
Israel soldiers were afraid.

The reviewer reflects back on his Chrisiian upbringing and
remembers many ministersindicating that the only reguire-
ment for salvation wasio believein one’s heart and confess
with one's mouth. ITthe terms “believe” and "confess” are
deemed -achon words by James then | agree with what
lamesis saying. However, if James meansthat we must da
3 lot more than what | have noted, then | depart with James
and reference Jesus as my authoritative source in indicating
that faith alone can save {Mark 16:15-18), But once saved,
faith will be completed by acts of warkto be performed.

February 11, 2018

Lessan Title: A Disciplined Faith

Lessen Scripture: Jameas 3:1-12

Print: James 3:1-12

Deveotional Songs: #3777, 477, and #3243

Key Werse! “But no ong @n tame the tongue — a restless
evil, full of deadly poisan” (lames 3:8).

In this lessan James mubions spiritual teachers to be on
guard because there will be those wha will indesd measurs
every word that one speaks and will s2e if the teacher's life-
stile is in fact in line with the words spoken. And how hard
it it 1o live perfed? lames indicated that thisis avery diffi-
cult task and presents 3 scenaris where it takes sirong
winds to. move 3 large sall boat but it anly takes 3 small rud-

derto steer thevassel. He then implied that thetongue is
represemanve of @ rudder and has caused many catasiro-
phes to ocour, As thetongue speaks ar tums, it causes the
lhead and sther parts of the bady to turn. It regulates how
the body respondsto owside stimuli in arder ta protect ts
host, the body, It will, as James Indicated, expound an
great edploits or it i3 apable to cause death and destruc-
ton by the use of malicious words. James noted that all
animals [including #isk and fowl), crested by God, wers
placed under Adam’s control but how is it that no ene @n
cantrol the tongue, Jlames called the tongus a estless avil
full af deadly poison. James went an te indicate that the
tongue speaks both blessings and curses; that thiz should
not bz sa and highlighted that this iz not in line with Gad's
other creations bverse 11, “Can & spring bring forth brackish
and fresh water or can 2 figtree produce grapes?) .

The Lfe-Appllcan on Study Bible commentary umlzed in pre-
paring this review gives us hope, The commentary Indicat-
ed that although we cannot control the tongus, we wia dis-
cipling gramed through the Haly Spirt can learn how 1o
reduce the damage caused by the tonpus

Felbruary 18, 2018

Lessan Title: Faithful Disaples

Lessan Sedpture: Acts 9:36-43

Print; Acts 5:36-43

Devetional Sangs: F415, 7272, and 7243

Key Verses: "Peter put all of them outside, and then he
kneh down and prayed. He turned to the body and =said,
‘Tabiha, et up.' Then she opened her =yes and seeing pe-
ter, she sat up.” (Ads 240 .

Thizs lzssan recaunts the death and resurrectian of Tabiths,
2 disciple devoted to good acts of charty. The story relays
that Tabitha of loppa was taken ill and died. Upan her
death, the artendants washed her bady 2nd lzy her in 2
reom upstairs inthe house, |tisnoted that the discaples af
Lydia had heard that Apostle Peter was in Lydda, a nearby
town, sent foar Peter and requested that he come without
delay. Peter arrived inLydda as soon as he could, He was
taken to the upperream and shown the bedy ef Tabitha as
the waomen wept, Peter put everyone out of the room,
prayedand commanded Tabithato get up. Tabitha spened
her eves and sat up, Peterthen presented the living Tabi-
thata everyane

Az ppne can see, thisstory parallelsthat of the resurre oion
of Lazarus by lesus, We noted that the similarmesare that

Fleat Al el o e
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Church School Lesson Overview

oL Lwadrs sl Jevam e S0

there was an illness and death, there weare faithful and de-
voted fallowers of Christ, Jesus was In a nearby town as was
Peter, both respondedtothe call for assistanes, both prayed
before pedforming the miracle and both pedformedthe mira-
cle af raisingthe dead. The anly diferance betereen Peter's
miracle and Jesus' is that Peter had te pray for assurance
through faith whereas lesus' prayer of affirmston crested
an opportuniy toteach faith,

February 25, 2018

Lessan Title: The Geod Fight af Faith

Lesson Seripture: 1 Timothy 6:11-21

Frint: 1 Timothy 6:11-21

Devotional Songs: #3590, #3221, and #243

Key Verses; “Fight the good fight af the faith; take hold of

the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you

made the good confession in the presence of many witness-
5. {1 Timothy 6213,

A summary of comments froem the Life Applicadon Study
Bible mmmentary indicates that =t verses 11-71, Pauls
lefter to Timaethy is ene of spiritual puidance when it con-
cerns waalth, Paul reminded Timathy that i we have food
and clothing we should be content but there are those who
fall imto temptavon in the pursuit of accumuladog wealth.
ferses 6-100 . Paul indicated that Timothy, in verses 11-16,
stay strang in the faith (Bght the good fight — pursue Fight-
gousness, goodlinsss, faith, love, endurance and gentie-
ness) and fightthe urgz to seek wealth. He asked Timothy
natio farget the promiss that he madeto serve Christ

Verses 17-1% deals with the wealth of membersof the Ephe-
sign church. 1t s noted that Paul advised Timothy 1o deal
with the potermal pmblem by tzaching that having riches
carries great responsibility, Those who have wesalth must be
ganerous and not arogant that they have 3 lot 1o give. Paul
indicated te Timothy ta remind those with wealth that they
must not put-theirtrost in maney but in the living Gad for
their security, He also reminded Timothy that even thosa
without wealth can be rich in goed works foward athers,
Upan thinking an this matier, the reviewer is reminded of a
saying that seems applicable to all individuals and organza-
fions of substantyal weatth - “__ to much is given, much is
empeded.”

The mmmentary addresses yerses 20-21 by Indicanng that
wihille chiurchies may build wealth, the church should not for-
get its trus calling, 1.e., knewing Goad, warking togethar in
lewing harmany and taking God's pead newsio thewarld,

o BOOK e, o
© CLUB g

Church School Book Club

January 2018 Discussion Date! lanuary 30, 2018
10:00 A —11:30AM.

The Soaner the Bemer, M acomber 2016

February 2018 Discussion Date: 17 February 2018
10:00 A M.—12130 A M,

Man on the Run, Weber 2017

MNew York Times bestselling author Carl Webar delivers a rie
efing, acon-packed drama full' of the twists and turns for
wihiich he las become kmown.

It wras the night before his wadding, fifieen years ago, that the
nightmare bagan for lay Crawford--lacked up for a crime ha
never cammitiEd. Now, ke has escaped prison and wants noth-
ing more than to dear his name and protect his family. To get.
justice, hewill need the help af the three bes foends wha have
ahways had his bade-Wil, Kyle and Allan. But &' man onthe run
requires ahsolute trust. and lay may just be sefiing himsalf up
forthe ulimate betrayal - Amazan

CHURCHSCHOOL

. Church School

meets each Sunday
at B:45 a.m.

¥ —

R '1'. P ol
Ty A
cafch tha

EXCITEMENTI

lI'I you can't fty, then run,
if you con't run, then walk,
it you con't walk, lhen crawl,
but wholever you do,
you have lo keep moving forward.

— Martin Luther King Jr.
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February 2018
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4 _ 7 : 10

BdTa.m.
i hurch Schoa

10 B .. Woashap
Lo i T Sl

E0pm ki i Works hop

Bk Sty
1E30e.m

§00p.m. _
AMEN ST Megang

EO0pm. Gotpe L ChoirRe en e |
STk (onEmE e

11 12

g:23a.m.
C hurch Echoai

2600w, Wiorship 600 pm.
AEFFESH B Stoay e Chors

Far Wham e=n E Rerearal

Mu=mcWaork thop 700 pm

Concert
5:00 pom

18 14 20 21 23

B:d3a.m, 11508 m-100 p.m, 200.p.m
ChircheehaaT REFRESH Bimhe Slusly  gopimeroed L

16K oo W era ik Fou Whom e §10 pm.
700 pm BEEL P

YOUTH SUNDORY P RO STy Il I C hoirim

Eeremmal

B 00 pm,

25 2 28

g:43a.m
Chumch Schoa 1130a.m-100 pm Zoopm
1000 &.m. Woazhip SO ETTICHER &
E_iIII pm.
BEk Sty
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5t Jahn AME Chursh

228 Church Strest
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256)534-3265

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hun'l:.'ilh.n:nrp

e b ite - woywcstio hnhu rtsyille.com

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

February 2, 2018 Couples Ministry Launch, 6:00 p.m. [Registraion deadline January 2151
February 7, 2018 Second Quarterly Conference, 6:00 p.m,
February 9-10, 2018 Music Workshop with Dr. Reland Carter, Qinician

February 11, 2018 AME Church Feunders Bay
Musie Werkshop Cancert, 5:00 pm

February 14, 2018 Ash Wednesday Serviees, Noon and 600 pm

hareh 512, 2018 Missian Trip te Part of Spain, Trinidad

That i jrou confess with paur mouth, "“fesusis Lord, ¥ and belizve in pour heart
thot God roised him from the deod, pou will be soved Romans 10:9

INDRIC

Man- profit
U.5. Postage
F&ID
Hurtsville, AL
Fermit No. 240
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St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume23 Issue2 February 2018

Founders Day Observed with Special Worship Service
Bridget J. Flowd

This year 5t. Jahn AME celebratad “the life and legacy” of Founder,
Bicshop Richard Allen an Sunday, February 11th at the 10 am worship
seryice, The guest preacher for the event was the Reverend Dr. Gar-
| land F. Pierce, Executive Directar of Christian Education far the AME
Church, Dr. Pierce received the B.A. degree In Religion from Furman
s University (5.C.) and the M aster of Divinity from Vanderbift University
E:E:huul of Divinity (TH). He earned the PR.D. from Claremont Universi

|ty (CA).

b The 5t Jahkn Praise Team, Gospel Chair, and the Liturgical Dance Min-
istry augmentesd the specal service. The Reverend Charles Glover
gavethe imiacafion and the Feverend Gloria Madison read the scrip-
ture fram Psalm 27:1-14. The “Founder's Day Litany” writien by Bish-
op dohn H. Adams was led by Master Michael Qark: Prigr ta the intro-
duchion of Or. Pierce, Pastor Maurice Wright, || highlighted the 5t.
Jahn membear selected for recagnitton on this Second Sunday in Feb-
ruary - M rs. Charlsie Brooks, (Dr. Lee Williams, | was featured on the
First Sunday. |

Pastor Wrightthen introduced 8 "sermanic mement” frem Or. Reland

Pastorwright and Dr. PEme Carter, teacher, composar-arranger, conductar, Or, Carter conducted a

weekend music worishep  which  culminated in & com

cart Sunday evening as part of the Founder's Day celebration. Dr. Carter blessed congregams with his plano ar-

rangement af the spiritual "Steal Away” The inspimuonal, viruosicperdomance gamersd Apt atenton a5 well as
a standing owaton,

The tone was set for the serman, “It's Who You Are® The text was Matihew 5:1316. Or. Flarce began by high-
lighting key parts of the tedt ", You are the salt of the =arth...you are the light of the world” along with the im-
portance af a strang identity, He noted that “identty is important” throughout the serman, On & persenal basis it
can ghie people the strengih to extncate themselves fram an abusive relafanship, avald inappropriate verbliage
and behaviors, entrapmeant n #inandal debt/spending. He also emphasized the signficant history of the AME
Church and African Americans. He stated, "¥We are AME st We are AME Strong! This [dentity W atters! Again, refer-
ring to the text, Or, Plerce emphasized the affirmaton Inthe present tense (not future or pasttense) “You are the
salt of the earth..light of the world”. He encouraged the congregants 1o let their lights shine. He clased by citing
the Ulwmate dentty, God [ am *); Jesus {*The Resurrection and the Life “).

Dr. Pierce extended the invitafion te discpleship and the call for prayer as the congregants sang “This Litile Light of
Ming". The commemoraton ef Founder's Day was off te a great start with sffirmaton, encouragement, and histary,
The culrinafon To came in concert that evening.




African American History Month
Say it LOUD, 'm BLACK and 'm PROUD

By Lyda & Owers

But you ame a chosen people, 3 royal priesthood, 2 holy nation, God's spedal possession,
thiat you may dedare the praises of him who called you owt of darkness into hiswonderful light,
1 Pater 2:8 (NIV)

Black Histeary Month, also known as Afrimn American Histery Month in America, is an annual observance inthe United
States, Canada, the United Kingdom and in the Metherlands {as of 2016) where it is known as Black Achievement Manth. It
began as away forremembering importam people and eventsin the history af the Afncan diaspara: It is celebrated annually
inthe United States and Canada in February, aswell asinthe United Kingdam and the Netherlands in October. The precursar
to Black Histery Moanth was created in 1326 inthe United States, when historian Carter G. Woodson and tha Assooatton for
the Study of Megro Lfe and History announced the second week of Februaryto be "Negm - History Weeak", From the event's
initial phase, primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coardinated teaching af the history ef Amercan blacks in the
nation’'s public schools. The first Negm History YWeek was met with a lukewarm response, gainingthe coaperaion of the De
partments of Educaion ef the states of Morth Camlinag, Delawars, and West Virginia az well asthe city schaol administrafians
of Balimaore and Washington, 0.C. Despite this farfram unlversal acceptance, the event was regarded by Woodson as “one of
the most fortunate steps evertaken by the Assocdabon”, and plans for a repeat of the event onan annual basis cominued. At
thetime of Megro History Week's launch, Weodson contended that the teaching of black history was essentizl to snsure the
physicl and intelleaual survival afthe race within broader sodety:

“If 2 rece has no hatory, it has o wortinwhide tradition, it becomes 3 negligible factor m the thowght of the world,
and it stands in danger of bein g e steminate d."

Black Histary Marth ofiensparks an annual debate about the confinued usefulness and fairness of a designated month dedr
cated ta the history af one race. Criicismsinclude questons aver whetherit is appropriate te canfine the celebrabon of Black
histary 18 one month, a5 opposed to integration of Black history into the mainstream sducation the rest of the year. From
generabion to generawon, African Americans have ahwsys expressed themselves through arts, including theatre and dance:
Today, the fine arts cammaonly indude addiwonal farms, such as film, phetagraphy, video producwan/sdimng, design, sequer-
tial art, canceptual art; and printmaking.: They, a5 a people, have & let for which to be proud and this arfide seeks ta inform
readers of the many accomplishments in the area of Fine Arts since the 18" Cemury:

1760 First known African AmenAcan pubBished author: Jepiter Hammon [poem "&n Evening Thowght: Salveton by Chrst with Penitenhial
E'EII!

1773 Frst known African American woman to publish a book: Phillis Wheatley [Poems an Voriows Subjects, Religious ond Moml)
1853 _First novel pubfished by an Afncan American; Clotel; or, The President's Dowg hiter, by William Wwells Brown,
1858 First published play by an African Amencan; The Escope; or, A Leap for Freedo m by 'willizm wells Brown

1850 Frst African American to record a bestselling phonograph record: George Washington Johnson, 'The Laughing Song" and "The
whistling Coom, "

1852 First African American to sing at Camege Hall. Matilda Sissieretta koyner Jomes

1903 Frst Broatway musica] weitten by African Amencans; and the first to star African Americans: in Dahomey

1531 Frst African American composer to have symphon y pesformed by leading orchestra; William Grant 5tll, Symphony Ne 1, by Roch-
ester philtharmonic Orchiestra

1335 Arst known interradal jazz group: Benny Goodman Tne [ Benny Goodman, Teddy Wilson, Gene Kmipa)
1336 First African American to conduct 3 major U5 orchestra; William Grant S8 (Los Angefles Pihifhaomeonec |
A vrddmin oa v
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African American History Month
Say it LOUD, 'm BLACK and 'm PROUD

By Lydm & Owers

P et ol AR g 2
1238 First African American to star inher own television progam: Ethel Waters, The Ethel Woters Show, on NBC

1940 First Afrcan Amadican to win an Academy Award: Hattie McDanie] (Bast Suppodting Actress, Gone with the Wind, 1939

1943 First African Amadican artists to have a #1 hit on the Bilboard charts: Ml Brothers ["Papes Dodl"), topped "Bast Sellers in Stores"
chart on Movem bar 6

1344 First Afnican. Amen can to eceive 3 contract with 2 major American opera company ! Camilla Williams
1245 First Afncan. Amen can member of the Mew York City Opera: Todd Duncan

Ly
First African Aamerican artjst toreceive sole credit for a #1 hit onthe Billboard charts: Count Basie ["Dpen the Door, Richand "), topped
"Best Sellers i Stores" chart on Febmary 22

]

tamees Baskett was the first African American man to winan Honorany Academy Award, Walt Disney's Song of the South {1946 First Afn-
can Amedican man to redeive an Academy Award. lames Bashett [HonorRry Academy Award for his portrayalof "Uncie Remus" in Song
af the Sputh First African American composer to have an apera performed by a major WS, company; Wille m Grant 56l {Trowbled is
lomd, Mew Yok City Opera |

First known African aAmerican star of a rgulady scheduled network 2 levision sefies: Bob Howard, The 8ok Howard show

First african American to star in network television sitcom: Amanda Randodph, The Loytans

1945 First African Amedi can owned and operated rmdio station, WERD, established October 3, 19499 in Atlants, Georgia by Fesze B, Blay-
tom; 51

1950

First african American to win a Tony Award: fJuanita Hall (Best Featused Adtress ina Musical, South Pocific )

Frst African American solo singes to have a #1 hiton the Bilfboord charts: Nat King Cole ("hona Lisa"), topped "Best Sellers in Stores"
chart on haly 15

1354 Frst African American woman to be nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actress: Donothy Dandridge (Cormeen Joness,
1954,

1955

First African American mamber of the Metropalitan Operal Marian Anderson

First African American male dancer in 3 major ballet company: Arthur Mitcheall [MNew York City Ballet]: also first African
American principal daneer of 3 major ballet company (NYCE), 1956,

First African Amercan singer to appearin a telecast operal Leantyne Priee in MBL's preduction of Tosco

1956 First African American star of a nationwide netweork TV show: Mat King Cale of the Mat Wing Cale Shaw, NBC

1957 First African American to win the Best Actor Award at the Cannes Film Festival: Jehn Kitzmiller (Boling Miru]

1958 First African American to reach number 1 on Bifboard Hot 100: Tommy Edwards ["It's All in the Game" ], September 23

1959
First African American GEmEmy Awand winners, in the award's inaugural year, Bl Ftgerald and Count Basie (two awards each )
First african American tedevision purnalist Louls Lomax

i rablirai G e )
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African American History Month
Say it LOUD, 'm BLACK and 'm PROUD

By Lyda & Owers

FL caihaRed ol AR e )
First african American group to reach #1 on the Bllboond Hot 100 The Platters ("Smoke Gats in Your Eyes"), lanuary 13

1961 First African Amadican tenor to sing leading mles for the Metropoditan Opera: Gearge Shirley

I%E3

First African American to appear 35 2 series regular on 3 primetime dramatic television sariec; Cicely Tyson, "East Side et Side" (CBS )L
First African American to be nominated for a Pimetime Emamy Awand | Dizhann Carmoll, for Dutstanding Single Performance byan Ac
tress ina Lead Role, for episode "4 Horse Has a Big Head, Let Him Wonry" of Noked City

1364

Sidney Poitier was the first African American man to wina competitive Academy Award for Best Actor {1964

Firstmowie with Afncan American interracial mamiage: One Potote, Two Pobefo, actors Bermie Hamdton and Barbara Barne, written by
Civille H, Hampton, Raphael Hayes, directed by Larmy Pearce

First Afncan amarican man to win the AcademyAwarnd for Best Actor (not homorary | Sidney Poitier{ Lles of the Feld, 1963)

%65

First african American nationafly syndi Gated cartoonist. Mome Tumer | Wee Pals)

First african Americanstarof a network televicion drama; Bill Cosby, I Spy (co-star with Robert Culp)

First African American cast member of a daytime soap opera; Micki Grantwho played Peggy Nolan Hamis an Arother World until

1966 Arst African American male to be nominated fora Primetime Emimy Award and first African American to win 2 Primetimes BEmimy
Award Gl coshy, ! Spy

%67
First African American intermacial kiss on network televsion: entertainess Nancy Sinatra (Caumsian) and Sammy Davis, ir, [Afdcan Amer-
ican | on Simatra's vanety spedal Movin' With Nancy, inng December 11 on NEC

1968 First African Amencan interadal kiss on a network television drama Uhra, played by Michelle Michok (African American),
and Captain Kirk, played by Willlam Shatner (white Canadizn): Stor Trek: "Plato's Stepchidren

First fine- arts museum deveted to Afncan amencan work: Studio Museom n Harkem

First African Amarican actness to star i herown tel evision senes where che did not play a domestic worker: Diahann Carmoll in fubo

1960

First African American director of a majo Holhrwood motion picture: Gordon Parks (The Leaming Tiee |

First African american fownder of a dassical training schood and company of ballet: Arthor Mitchedl, Dance Theatre of Harlem
First Afncan Amercan woman to appear on the Grand Ole Opry: Linda Martell

1970 First Afnican Ameican woman to win 3 Prmetime Emimy Award, Gadl Fisher, for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a3 Drama Series,
for Adan nik

1971
First Afncan Amarican to win an Academy Awand in 3 non- acDing category, winning Academy Award for Best Onginal Song; =aac Hayes
First African American to win a2 Golden Globe Award ! Gail Fisher for Monmny

1572

First African amevican interracial male kiss on network television: Sammy Davis, k. (African Amsrican | and caoroll O'Connor [Caucasian)
in Allin the Fomily

First African American woman Broadway director: Vinnette Iustine Camoll [ Don't Bother AMe, | Con't Cope

i eabliraid G e 1)
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African American History Month
Say it LOUD, 'm BLACK and 'm PROUD

By Lydm & Owers
P caihRed ol AR e
1273
First ATncan American artistic director of a professionsl regional theater: Hamold Scott [Gnoimnati Payhouss in the Park)
First African american Bond villain: Yaphet Kotto, playing M. Big/Dv., Kananza, Live and Let Die.
First African American Bond cirl in 3 ames Bond movie: Gloria Handry (plaving Rosie Carver ), Live and Let Dis,

1975 First Afnican Amencanintermdal couple ina TV -senes cast: The seffersons, actors Frankiin Cover and Rowe Roker as Tom L Helen
widlis;

1479 First Afrcan Amencan to win 2 Daytime Enmmy Award for lead actor in 3 soap opeara: Al Freeman, I (Ed Hallin One Life o Live)

1982

First Afncan american to recsive the Pulitzer Prize for Drama: Charkes Fuller for 4 Soldier's Play

First African American woman to become a prindpal dancer of 3 major American badet company . Debra Austin 3t Pennsylvania Balist
AT First African Aumedican woman, and first woman, inducted into the Rody and Roll Hall of Fame; Aretha Franblin

1930 First Afnican Amenican woman to become a principal dancer at Houston Gallet: Lawren Anderson [Houston Ballet)

1521 First Afnican aAmencan nominated for the Academy Award for Best Director: John Singieton for Boyz n the Hood

1243
First African American to win the Mobel Prize for Literature: Toni Momison
Arst African American woman named Poet Laweate of the United States: Rita Dowe; 3lso the youngest person named to that pesition

190 First Afnican Amedican woman director of 3 major-stedio movie: Damedl Martin [(Colwmbia Pictwres' | Like 1 Like That |
1995 First African American inductee to the Radio Hall of Fame: Hal lacksan

2001 First African American woman to win the ASCAP Pop Music Sangwriter of the Year award: Bayanes Knowles
2002 First African American woman ta win the Academy Award for Best Actress; Halle Bermry

2004 First Afriean American to win Broadway Theater's Tany Award for Best Lead Actress ina Play: Phylicia Rashad

20039

First African American to win the Pulitzer Prize for History: Annette Gorden-Reed, The Hemingsss of Monticello: An Ameri-
con Farmily

First African American to win an Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay [Precious): Geoffrey 5. Fletcher

2013 First African American U5, Senator from the farmer Confederacy since Reconstruction: Tim Seatt
2014 First African American woaman nominated for Best Director by the Golden Globe Awards: Ava DuVernay for Sefmao
Z016

First African American president of a major broadcast TV netwerk ! Channing Dungey
First African Amercan Llibrarian of Congress: Dr. Carla Hayden

Say it LOUD, I'm BLACK and I'm PROUD
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Sth District “Empowerment Celebration Salute to Dream Keepers”
ﬂ‘,'!l!lﬁ! lones

The Minth Episcopal Distrct af the African Methodist Episcopal Church held a special “0Or. Maran Luther King
Jr.Empowerment Celebraton” Saturday January 13 through Monday January 15, 2018,

The celebration induded several empowerment semiinars, a8 special dramafc presentation “Trashing the

King* and a special serwice honaoring the Dream Keepers—-individuals throughout the g" District, wha hawe
made @ significant difference in the lives of many individuals in
the state. The Reverend Doctor Homer Litlefield McCall was one
of the Dream Keepers so honored,

The program provided an array of seminars and workshops de
sipned to empower youth with knowledge sbout finances, man
aging maney, developing financlal plans and career choices. Other
workshops targeted clerpy and church leaders that focused an
maintaining the church's inandal stability during volat’le mes,
financial literacy, and funding the ministry through effecave com-
munity partnershipsand giving.

Follawing the serminars and workshops, an outstanding dramat’c

The Peveremd Dr. Homer L Mcczll presentation of a creative stage produchon, “Trashing the King®,

receies Dream Keepes Award, was conducted in the Daniel Payne Community Flaza, Saturday,

danuary 13, 2018, This play reflecied on a family and their re-

sponses te the events surrounding the sheoting death of Or. Marln Luther King, Ir.in Memphis, Tennessee.
The actaors received astanding avation by those in attendance.

Following the play, a very special presentaton henorngthe Dream Keepers, recognized individuals threugh-

aut the district whe have kept Dr. Marin Luther King Jris-dream alive. Reverend Docter Homer Littlefield

MeCall, reired pastor of 5t John AME Church, Huntsville, was ane of the individuals receivingthe “Dream
Keepers Award”. Ac-
campanying Or. McCall
far this spedal =ward
presentation were his
children, Hamer M oCall,
I, Senya McCall Shep-
herd and Gale NWcCall
Teapue, pgrandchildran,
and church family, 5t
John members came out
in record numbers in
hanor of the Rewerend
M ciCall,

Congratulatons to the
© Rewerend Or. Homer
- Lirilefield McCall on yet

another special achieve-

ment!!

Cr. MeCall fcenter with family, BEhopSeawng vt and the St. iohn family.
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Mother Mildred Alice Dunn Hereford Remembered as “The Preacher' s Wife”
Earbara Jokreon

Many 5t. John members never had the accasion ta meet Mother Mildred Alice Dunn
Hereford, but we all “sit in the shade of the treg” which was planied by Mother Here-

" fard and the Reversnd Samuel Shelby Hereford 45 years ago. k was the vision af the
Rewerend Hereford to build a new 5t. Jakn and Mother Hereford, being the preacher's
wife, labared and sacrificed alangside him to see this edifice 5t John members warship
intoday,

& Although, the Reverend Hereford did not get a chance to worship inthe new sanduary,
(e “é‘ Mrs. Herefard came asoften as she could

- .

ol ﬁ? - Mather Hereford is remembered as being a small, petit lady, but quite stylish; Most-ak
wigyswearinga hat to service. She was a quiet lady, really soft spoken. When she spalke,
you almost hadto [2aninta hear herthoughts. Shewas a humble servant, never asking
anything of the congregation otherthanto supportthe ministry.

Her character and personality prowved herto be very kind, gentle, and respediul in herinteradons with oth-
ers: Even when she came into the sanctuary and found sameone sitbing in her seat, she would naot say any
thing, she would just stand there dntl they got the message and ether moved over or changed seats,

Mather Hereford is most epitamized inthewards of “The Preacher's Wife,” a poem by T. B. Buzzard, The
lings of the peem sum upwhao she was and how she lived out her life’s purpose,

The Preadiar's Wife =
Inthe shadow of the parsonage stands a figure oft obscure.
Just behind the faithful pastor is his wife, devaut and purs.
She is with him every moment helping make his work prograss,
And you can't discount her porfion inthe measure of success,
Oft behind the scene of achion, often never seen ar heard,
Yetshe standsforever ready justto give a helpingweard.
Itisnatinachve service that herworth is realby shown,
Butin the bearingheavy burdensthat to others are unknown.
With encouragement and vision she must urge God'sservant an,
Whenthe shadows arethe darkest and his courage’s almost gane.
With her home ferever apen and herwark guite neverdone,
She isever hislieutznant inthe batiles fought and wan.
-T.R. Buzzan

Mother Mildred Alice Dunn Hereford was the wife of the Rewverend Samuel Shelby Hereford, Sr.o and the
motherofthe Reverend Robert Barnard Hereford (Janice), Mrs. Barbara Hereford Turner (1. B), Mrs. Brenda
Hereford Powell (Yernon)-and Mrs.Sharan Hereford Fioremting {Michael) and the late Mr.S5amuel Herefard,
Ir.
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lessica Harbin Named Youth of the Month

Beginning in January 20158, 51t. Juhn began a focus on youthand yeung adults onthe third Sunday of the manth.
The young adult choir, “Yoices in Praise” sang forthis service and theyouth pariicipated in the order of service.

Each manth, 3 “Youth of the Month” will be highlighted during this third Sunday service. The first redpient of
this award was Miss lessiea Harbin.
b
lessica Harbin Is an acve 3rd grader whe enjeys singing, dancing, art projects and raller
gliating. She s invaked in many edtracrricular achvities via church, school and commu-
nity, She sttends 51. John AM.E church where she iz an active member af the Children's
| Choir and a regular atiendamt of church school Jessica frequently particpates in special
t programs at the church to celebrate ocoasions such as Christmas, Easter-and the Blad
History manth.

lessica attends Lynn Fanning Elementary School in Meridiamille, Alabama, At Llynn Fan-
ning, lessica has pamcipated im the Fantasy Playhouse Children's Theater afier schosl
progam for several years, Addimonally, herart has been selected by art teachers atthe
school an two differemnt ococasions to be féatured at the Huntsville Museum of A, In
2015, as a kindergartner, lessica’s art was selectad and displaysd atthe mussum for the
Youth A Month f¥AM)Y. This past fall, November 2017, her art was displayed in the Chil-
dren’'s Art Gallery. Thisyear & scheal, Jessica beganthe Academic and Creafive Enrich-
ngsica Ma rhin-with herpamats. ment ACE program for g'rﬁl_al:ll EtIJI:lE.I'I‘tS. Also, sl'!e warselectad az a srudent ambassadar
Cennard Ercs Harbinand ey YWhersas she frequently paricipates in the morningannouncemensforthe schoal.
birothier, At Harbin
Inaddiwonto her achvities at church and scheoal, Jessica has been snralled in dance clas
sessince age 3.5 he i currently anroled at Ann's Studio of Dance (Hazel Green studio), Thisis her 4th yearasa
student af Ann's, It is abvious that Jessica loves art, music and dancing but that is not all, She plays soccer inthe
fall manths, basketball in-the winter and saftball in the spring. She is super excted for this basketball season as
herteam hasthe potenfialio compeiefor adih championship in & rew. Each yvear that she has played baskeiball
2t the Meridianviile Recreation Center she has ended the season a3 & champian!

lessica isthe daughter af Glenn and Erica Harbin and the sister ofAnthony Harkin.

Conzratulations Jessim!

St. John AME Church Huntsville announces

new website launch

www.stjohnhuntsville.com
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| Still Do Couples Ministry Launch
Clitam piller

Lave is in the air! On Friday night, February 2, 2018 st 6pm, theSaint Jahn AME Church Mar-
red Codples Ministry held its launch dinmer at Konz Grill, Bridge S5treet Town Centre. What
great fun, food and fellowship were enjoyed by alll There were 10 couples in sfendance 1o
include Pastar Maurice Wright, | and the Reverend Joretha Wright, our Ministry Leaders,

— The 5t. lahn Married Couples Ministry sesks ta meet the cancerns of both parmners while
strengthening, stabilizing and enabling couples to go the distance to fulill God's purpose for
o their Ives:

Brother Glenn and Regena Pippin wers given a prize for having the most years af marriage, 46,
and Sykester and Angela Daniels, received the prize for gethingthere first.

Y Thanks tothe Marmied Couples Ministry coordinators, Broather and Sister Norvoad and Brother
and Sister Miller. Bverything was planned, coordinated and executed In an osutstanding and
Godly manner. Keep your earstothe ground and eyes wide open for the nedt married cauples
svent. By your afendance, your marrisgewill ke hlessed.

Coupks enjpy fellbwshippirg dunng the couples ministry Bunchat Fona GAll

5t. John AME Church Embarks on its First International Mission Trip
to Port of Spain, Trinidad

Led by the Reversnd Maurice Wright, ||, members af 5t.Jahn AME Church will travel to the Por of Spain, Trinidad to pardic-
pate inthe Windwsard Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and to warl with lacsl residents and
community based organzatons. The Annual Conference will be held at Metropoltan AME Church in Port of Spain, where the
Reverend Godfrey E: Mitchell servesasthe host pastor,

The Huntswille delegaiion will leave on Menday, March 5§, 2018 and return an M onday, March 12, 20018; Servant Pastar Wright
will preach at the Ordinafion Service onSaturday, March 10, 2018 durmg the Windward Annual Conference and zemve as a
guest lecurer forthe Canference Inswtute on March 3, 20018 atthe invitat'on of Bishap Anne Henning Byfield, The Fresiding
Prelate of the 16" District of the African M ethodist Episcopal Church. The theme of the Annual Canference is Ascend-and S oar
"But these who hope inthe berd will rensw theirstrength; they will saar on wings like eagles” |saiah 40:31

The 5t. Jahn members and friends who wish to join Pastor Wright as a part of the 3t. John delegatonto Trinidad will need to
contact Steward Jeanette Jones or Trustee HodgesWashington for additianal details.
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B The Heart, Fascinating Facts....

T g,"y' Posermary Welk
4 .
N

Haw often devyou think abewt your heart? Net hew much you love your spouse, your kids or your dog,

but aboutthe innerwaorkings of one of yeur body's mast predaus argans. In all likelihoad, yau prebably

don't think about yaur heart often enaugh, yetthisvital "pump” is literally and steadily transparting es

senial blood to your organs as you read this! Give your ficker some thought by reading through these
fascinating heartfel facts .

The heart beginsto beat in the womb, That is why the doctor usually asks mom and dad fthey want to listen to
their baby's heart beat atthe $th week afler canception mark.

O awerage, the human heart beats approgimately 100,000 tmes per day! Think about that, ever a lifefime that
is'an esamated 2.5 billion heart beats!

A healthy human heart will pump roughly 1 million barrels of blood over an average |fespan, That is enough
blood to fill 3 super trucktankers.

Regina Avaraham, author of The Crcwotory Spstam, praised the heart for how hard | owarks to pump blood
throughout the body. Avaraham explained that if a person squeezes atennis ball as Wghtly asthey can intheir
fist, they are mimickingthe eflort ittakes forane beat of the heartto pump blead.

The heart produces a “thump thump” saund through a stethascope aorinthe earm whenths blood pressure rises.
That “thump thump® is literally the noise made by the four () valves of the heant (mitral vahe, tricuspid vahe,
aorfic vakee and the pulmonary valve) as they open and close.

Whilethe heart of an average healthy male typically beats around 70-beats-per-minute. Awoman’'s heart beat |5
a bit faster-at roughly 73-beats-per-minute, That 5 eight (8 morebeats perminute ladies!

Accordingto research from WebMD, the average heatthy male heart weighs in at mughly 10 ounces. And while
thewoman's hearnt beats faster (gight mores beats perminute) it weighs two ounces less at approximately sight
ounces intotal. The heart droulates blood to the lungs and bachk In just s secands. But that is not all_Blood cr-
culates fram the brain and back in just gight secands, and fram the heart allthe way tothe toes and back in
roughly sisteen secands. Waow!®

Inchildren, the heart isroughly the same size as a clenched fist. For comparison, adult hearts are roughly the size
of two hands clasped together. The average size of a heart valve is all.%, half dellar.

The heart is responsible for providing adequate bload supply to: 75-trillion cells threughesutthe enfire body, The

only areathat does not require blood supply is the cornea {inthe eyes).

Imagine commuiing GO,000 mileste and fram work each day, This is mughly
the length of the blood wessels responsible for providing precious bleed to
the body's argans and #iEsues. Any damage to this route of vakes (orthe

hear itself) puts blood —pumping-power and demand at risk, causing the
heart towark even harder.

M atters of the heart grestly differ when it comesto howthe genders experi
ence & heart aftack. Men expeérience wery obvious heart attack symptoms
such as chest and shoulder pain, nausea and indigestion. Women's heart

& e o il
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aftacks are generally 3 lot less obwious. A weaman hawing a hear attack will efizn suffer symptoms such
as unusual fangus, slegp disturbance, sweating, shortness of breath, as well as; neck and j=w pain. The
most prevalent Wme of year for heart afacks is Christmas Day. Boxing Day (December 267 and New

Year's Day comein at aclose second for heart attack high points.

Edgar Allen Pos wason to samething when hewrote the Tell-Tale Heart about & murdersrwho dismembers a

body piece by piece and hides it underthe fleorboards. The narrator and murderer ulimately loses his mind be-

cause he hearsthe vichm's heart sill beating under the floorboards. In reality, the heart can continue to beat
when removed fram the body due to an electrical impulse (the heart has its own sepa
rate electricimpulse] and an adequate supply of oxygen,

A sedentary |ifestyle can be hazardous to ane's health and 15 considered the “new”
smoking trend. Sitting all day leng atthe job &and coming heme to Metflis may increass
the risk for heart disease. The key to goed hean health is-.eercise! Not anly is-daily
physical fitness wastly important to kesping the heart healthy-walking, running, and
kicking a soccer ballare FREE!

Alang with exercise, many foods can help keep the heart: at its best. Some help lower
your blood pressurs, others keep cholesteral In line. Add same of these itemsto the
grocery shopping cartto promote ahealthy heart,

Salman (wild caught) is atop cholce because it is rich in amega-3 fatty ails fomega-3's have an ant-clotting
efiect so they keep your blood flowingl. It also helps to lower triglycerides {a type of fat that @n lead to
heart diseass]. Aim for at least twa servings of oily fish each week, saysthe American Heart: Association. &
serving is 3.5 ounces, That Is a litle bigger than a compuier mouse. Other options may include tuna, traut,
gsardines and macherel.

Nuts can play abig part in 8 healthy heart. Mibbling on 5 ounces of walnuts each weak may cut the rick af

heart diszase in half. Walnuts have lots of “good” fats. When these monounsaturated fats are used in place

of saturated fats fsuch as burter), “bad” LOL cholesteral is cut and they raise “good” HOL cholesteral. Other
nutsto include are almonds, casheers, pistachios flasseeds and chia seeds.

Oatshave atype of fiber (@lled betz-glucan) that helpsto lewerthe DL chalesteral.

Olive, canaola and safflower ails are great choices when eliminating saturated fats (fats found in meat, whale

milk and butter) fram the diet. Fats from animal products and trans fats [“parvally by drogenated oils*) miss

“bad” cholesteral and can make fat build up inside arieries.

Dark choemlate made fram the oo plant is rich in Aavanols, which helpste lower blood pressure and pre-
went blood clots: It also acts as-an anwoxidant which can keep “bad” LOL chalesterol from
siicking to artery walls: Choose dark chocolate (st least 70% cocoa) 1o get more flavanols
and lesssugar, Sugar raises the risk of heart disgase.

|
ll' [
| ,I | Accarding to research fram the Cleveland Clinic, happiness makes hearts happy, guite [it-
| | erally. Being happy and feeling happy creates emobonal witality that translates to lower
I

H the risk for hean disease.

For more information go to weow . heart.org
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Sister Lillie Rivers
Speaker for Acklin C.M.E. Church
Women's Day

PaiGrize

Sister Lillie Rivers was the puest speaker for the afiernoon
Women's Day program &t Acklin C.M.E. Church an Jlanuary
28", Sister Rivers is an exharter at 5t. John The theme for
their Women's Day was: “Chrisman Wamen Empowered by
the Haoly Spirit to do God's Will”,

Sister Rivers’ message was enfitled “You Gotthe Power” and
was based on the key scripture for the day, Acts 1:8. Sister
Rivers implored everyone pressnt (especially the women) to
be mindful of three things when seeking the power af the
Haly Spirit.

Ehe said: (1) know the source of the power that you seek —
power comes fram the Lard; (2) know who or what has the
potential to drain your power — stay away from negative peo-
ple and negatve iituat"uns; and 3 know when you have the
power —acknow|edge that you have the power and use it for
the Glory of God.

Sister Rivers' message of empowerment was weall received by
all those in aftendance: To God bethe Glory!

ATl

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Charke Bros =

SPIRITOFJOY

S hout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Warship the Lord

with gladness; come before him with joyful sengs-.gvethanks
to himand praise his name”. —Fsalm 100:1-2,4 (N1¥)

This story gives an account of an 88 year old woman who vis-
ted-a local soup kitchen each evening for her supper. She
seemed to be the life af the party at her table, encouraging
everyane around her. Apparently hard of hearing, she talked
loudhy, which allowed mamy people to hear “Bless you!" that
she said to thosewhe stopped by to greet her. “Boy was she
loud” the writer said.

Friorio the meal, many of the people who entered the dining
area looked downcast and seermed ashamed to be there
Howewver, the Spint of Ged, working through this positive and
joyful woman, seamed ta change the atmosphere of the
whole mam. Inno fime, the laughter and relaced fellowship
at hertable had spread to all the othertables.

Sarving the Lord with gladness is contagious and brings joy to
the heart. It helps people to understand that ne matier their
circumstances; they @n be agents of God's blessings.

Please consider serwinginthe bi-manmthly "Soup Kichan* each
T and 4™ Tuesday in the church fellowship hall. You may just
wish to come serve as a greeter who bnngs joy and smilesto
those who tome; so you wish to come pray far those wishing
prayer, ar-just to come down after service for cleanup. There
isworkfor you. Andwethankyou inadvance

“Lord, you arethe Helper and Hope of all persons, help usto
be posiive and joyful witnesses for you wharever we are”;
Amen!

Couples Ministry

tig ministry s=din to mest the concerns af bath) parners

» nilestean gtivaning-and stablizing marriages =nabling roupfes
ot the e A fu il e
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MUSIC & CHRISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY
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IGHITE GRGWTHI iHSPIRE CHAHGEI IHPA.CT SERVICE!

Rev. Maurice Wright, Il
CANDIDATE FUR CONNECTIONAL DIRECTOR

Gurrani Conneclional Associnle Director MICAM
Choral Directing Exparinnce
= Hartet Tubmen Middés School, Porflard, Orebon
= Thimes JulMsrson Fgh School, Porlland. Cirecor
¢ Humnod Elamentury School, Pretand, Orogon
o T Diwacios MLK Cimmmmily orilind, Ciidgon
8 Maodis Episiopal C o 1A, oo
i ".Illl.d rif Cushor Fong Chape Chol, SMomdhogon Lobage allnme, - Georgie
inter of Munic / flrn:nl'll
Bl AME Chyreh, Porfland | Osajon
= Urmlad AME Chanoh, Xerin, Oig
« Powitooss Temple Chamsly, Porttand, Oregon
= Prladalipia Comeniahiny Churol, Portdand, Dvogon
Wocal Experience
* Momshousa College GRee Tl
= . Sllieta Cpana I_.I:'I'L'I.Illr'

v = Iharbn Lulfor King, B Commormoradem ok
REV. MAURICE WRIGHT, Il : o by, & Commrn
SENIOR PASTOR Prauidfing Elder Dinirict Direcior
ST. JOMHN ANE CHURCH = Bt Hirmisghane Hurssefle Besssmar Dstect (SR Epscnped T |
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA & P Clby Disins (5% Entsaspal L_'nf.'l:-".

& Mlpstemdin TTiibodmaes DHstresd PRI B piecaapesl Chal

Anrusl Confersnca Dirsstor

= ofhapst Aidtiema Aonval Coideienoa (B8l Episocoan] Distng i

=« ICwnbigll Fe0ith Limumiang Apnual Cordampog (0h Spscioal Dlalngi)

Diesgres In Voice and Conducting fram Morahouss Colisge, Atlants, Georgla
Muambar of Natlonal Assoccintion &f Kegro Musicians |[HANM)

Earven #n i lschurer on Worship

Choral workshop fagiliator

Founding Membor of the Connectional Susic Commitiae

Rev. Myran D. Hill
ANTHOATE FOR CONNECTIONAL ASSUGIATE DIRECTUR
Enirreil Corshinctiogiol Pamfasmiiaiish MCAM
Spaciad Edutaton Teachar for the Gresmsood Sotiood District 50 i South Goansiiis
Cxmrment Drpctor of Music: Plesdenont A Cordorence & Abbewdlo Sressnpsood Dedrec
Cairmiml ProskolDiecior Graansocsd (B Arad Mattn Liughed Bing, Br Maas Chddr
Musioian: Temner Snger. Tumar Thoological Sominany. Aflants Goorgia
! Mirister af Music: Flippor Ternipis AME Church, &llarta, Osstimgia
- Fanandar: Veicaw of LIty G, LDy Ml AME Chuneh, Saivmaion, Soull Camlina
Pyl Founder: &%an W, Parmit irspirntional Sisoir, Wiliams Chapel AME Chuech, Orangatsng, Sowth Canoling
m- ann" ﬂ- HILL Fandai- Shulimalle Communily Yoy Chelr
SENIOR PASTOR C-FFouimcier [along with bes Bather): demssiovwn Shileryilis Communiy Cheaie
CYPRESS CHAPEL AME Oranist Wealey AME Church. Shulervilie. South Carolina
ABBEVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA Adjhs nbiartwel (iayirg piare. 1

N 'I[I 'i MA] ©
-.a'- Jo 19
‘I.IHEHEAEE COMNECTIONAL MEMEERSHIP
L INCREASE THE VITALITY OF BCAM IN EVERY EPISCOPAL ISTRICT
3. PROVIDE LITURGICAL DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CONNECTION

4. CONTINUE TO PROMOTE AME ARTISTS
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NINTH EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

Standing United, Moving Forward, Stronger Together (Numbars 27.1-7)

! mﬂ-'_'ﬂll aFAL CHUETH

The Reverend

N

The Reverend SHERITA MOON

SEAWRIGHT

9:30 AM CST scopal Distric
DANIEL PAYNE Tickets s4o

COMMUNITY ELAZA auy oniine EVENTBRITE.COM
Blnmnghmﬂ.. AL Search: "Jarena Lee Awards Brunch”™

Rev. Deborah Peppers, WIM President | Rev. Dr. Letitia Watford (PE), Event Coordinator

February IR Fape 14



Church School Lesson Cverview — March 2018

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer,

March 4. 2018

Lessen Title: The Lord Will Provide

Lesson Seriptura: Genesis 22

Print: Genesis 22:1-3, 514

Bevetional Songs: 707, #251, and £243

Key VWerse: “Abraham answered, 'God himself will provids
the lamb far the bumt offering. my san.’ And the two of
them went ontogether” (Genesis 22:8).

Abraham's faith was nowhere near a perfed faith, although
he is-acknowledged in many Scriptures as a man of faith.
Leaving his hame in Ur showed much faith in chapter 12 of
Genesis. However, he told Sarah, his wife, to say she was
his sister, so asto stay alive, before the chapter'send.

Abraham later impregnated Sarah’s maidservant, Hagar,
instead of seeking God's will, His choice became the souree
of & lot af tension within his household. He failed agsin to
trust God by giving herioa pagan king.

Even through all of this, God stayved faithful to both Abra-
ham and Sarah. He savad them from a few powerful kings,
watched ever the canditton imeelving Let, Hagar, ‘and Ha
gar's san lshmael. God even gave Abraham and Sarah the
son of promise farwhom they had been awaiting.

SHll hawever, by chaptertwenty-two of Genesis we ramain
wandenng if God would become impatent, as Abraham
wias a person of spiritual highs and spiritual lows. His faith,
although inconsistent, was strong. We-are [eft wandering if
he is sl the man who first left Ur for the unknown ar if
yearsof poing fram placeto place had warn dawn his faith.

March 11, 2018

Lesson Title: There Is Mo God Like You

Lessan Scripture: 2 Chronides 6:12-21

Print: 2 Chronicles 6;:12-21

Devotional Songs: #3381, #77, and #2343

Key Versa "You hawe kept your proemise to your servant
David my father; with yeur mouth you hawve promised and
with vour hand you have fullilled & - as it' i5 today” (2
Chronicles 6215).

Building a temple for God was a shovel ready project that
David had prepared and one of the main tasks that Solo-
man completed as king of Israel. Akhough David desired to
really complete this praject, God did net allow him to do as
he desired. Telling him in the sighth verse af the teenty-

second chapter af 2 Chrenides that he had shed toe much
blood an earth and that David was not io build a house in his
Mame.

In thisweek's lessan we see part af the dedicaton ceremony
that Selomon presided aver forthe completed temple. 5ole-
man turned around and biessed the wholz assembly as the
ceremamy stared, called aflenfon to God's keeping his
promise that he lad made to Dawvid that his saonwould reign
and would build & house for him. Selemon omprehended
that the finished temple was not a persenal thing far him, as
it was God fulfilling His divine premise. Soloman was just
used by Gaod, the master builder.

harch 18, 2018

Lessan Title: The People Gave Thanks to Ged

Lessan Scnpture; 2 Chronicles 7:1-11

Print: 2 Chronides 7:1-9

Devotional Songs: #9597, #2702, and #243

Key Verses: "When all the |sraelites saw the fire coming
down and the glary of the Lord above the temple, they knek
on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they
waorshiped and gavethankstothe Lord, saying, ' He is good;
hislove endures forever™ (2 Chronicles 7:3).

In this week's lesson we ses that giving thanks plaved an
important rale inthe dedication of the temple. The natan of
Israel had atwo weeklong celebraiion, not merely a day like
the way we celebrate today in the United States and the way
they celebrate today in Canada.

The same backdrop to last week’'s |esson on Solomon's pray-
er of dedicawon is not repeated again but applies to this
week's lesson. His prayer, which is immediately befare this
week's lessan text, was so powerful that its wording is re-
fleded in apsalm:

‘Arse, Lerd, and come to your restng place, you and the ark
of yeur might. M ay your priests be clothed with your right-
egusness; may your fathful peaple sing for joy.™ Far the
sake of your servant David, do not rejec your anointed one.
—Psalm 132:8-10

Mareh 25, 2018

Lesson Title: Keep My Statutes And Ordinances

Lesson Scapture: 2 Chronicles 7:12-22

Print: 2 Chronicles 7:12-22

Bevetional S5ongs: #377, #3221, and #2443

Key Verses: "If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn

i eaplivaies Lo Lk A
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Observing the Lenten Season

The LENTEM SEASON cowvers the forty-sie day period be-
tween Ash YWednesday and the eve of Easter. Lent itself ex
cludesthe sixSundaysand is, therefore, anky forty days. Our
warship services an Sundays are weekly mmmemorations
af the first Easter and the proclamatan that Christ s risen
The date of the beginning of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is deter-
mined by the date of Easter.

The cantemporary church observes.the Lenten seasan with
the follmwing obsevances:

Penitence:
Lent «is-a #ime of self-denial. This means that we
must repent of our sins and the damage that they
do, and deny ourselves af those temsthat separats
usfrom a doser walk with God.

Teaching:
As a means of growth inthe knewdedge of the faith,
thiz perind is used as atme of intense teaching and
catechizing, as a continuason of the early Christian
preparaion of new conwerts forthe Easter bap@sm.

OQutreach:
Thisisa time when the cross'and jts sipgnficance to
the indiwvidual and the faih is lified up with special
witness being givento its redemplive message,

This year the Lenten Season began an February 14 5t. John
mermbers are encouraged to parmcipate in the Daniel Fast
duringLent this year.

The Daniel Fast [or Daniel Eating Plan) is based on werses
from the bikle in Daniel 1:12 and Daniel 10:2-3. Persans
parficipaang in the fast will eat the food that Daniel ate dur-
ing his fast. The basic foods are vegetables, fruit, legumes,
whale prains and nuts. Do not eat meat, dairy, sugar, leaw-
ened bread-and processed foods, Water isthe beverage faor
the Daniel Fast.

Resources onthe Daniel Fast are available at the church and
opnthe Internet

“In those days || Danlel was mourning three full wee o |
ate no plessant food, no meat ar wing came inte my mauth
rnor did | anaint myself at all, ol three whole waelke weare
fulfilled.” Daniegl 10:2-3

§ BOOK e
Church School Book Club

February 2018 Discussion Datel 17 February 2018
10:00 AWM. —31130 A.M.

Man an' the Run, Weher 2017

March 2108 Discussion Dater 17 March 2018
10:00 AM. —11:30 AW
Girl with o Peoil Eomring, Chevalier, 2001

Tracy Chevalier transports readersto @ biygone Wme and, place
in this-richly-imagined padrait of the yeurg woman wha in-
spired ane of Yermeer's most celabrat ed painfings.

History and fichion merge seamlesshy in this luminaus nowvel
about arfis®c wision and ssnsual awakening: Gl with o Fearl
Eamring tells the story of sisteenvear-ald Griet, whose life &
transformed by her brief enmuonter with genius even as she
herself s immertalized in @nvasand all,

Church School Lesson Cverview
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fram their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and |
will fargive their sin and will heal their land.” {2 Chronides
7140

Inthislesson there is a strong warning from God to Soloman
that not keeping the ordinances and statutes would result in
wihat the author of the commentary would call “a reverse
makeoverto that structure.” The cantrast between before and
after would be amazingly bewildering. What was true then is
stlltrue inourtme: [fthe peoplewere not dedicated to being
God's people, @ structure dedicated te Him means nething.

Soleman’s accomplishments were impressive. He had finished
the temple af the Lord and his royal palace. He was successful
in carryingout all that ke had in mindte do in both places. The
pecple were joyful and glad forwhat Goad had dene for David,
far Salamon, and farthem

Maybe the warning came beause Solomon was tempted to
rest anwhat he had accamplished at that point being satsfied
with his performance record. However, God wanted much
maore fram Solomon and from: the people of lsrasl than just
merely ereching a building. He wanted sbedience and not sven
the mighty temple that Salomon just Bnished could be a sub-
stitute far obedience.
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5t. John AME Churzh 1

; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hun'l:.'ilh.n:nrp

e b ite - woywcstio hnhu rtsyille.com

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

February 24,2018  9th Bistrict YPD Leadership Training Institute

February 25 2018 Founder's Dayat Greater 5t. Paul, Seottsbor, Pastor ¥Wright will bethe preacher
March 512, 2018 Mission Trip te Part of Spain, Trinidad

March 11, 2018 Baylight Saving Time Begirs —5pring forward One Hour

Mareh 24, 2018 SBHE District Conferanecs, 5t_John, Huntswille

March 25, 2018 Palm Sunday
Chureh Anniversang

March 25, 2018 G aspel Cheir Explosion, 500 p.m.

April 1, 2018 Resuraction Sunday
Combined Sunrise Service—5t. John and Church Strest CPCA, 65:00 a.m.

Marning Worship, 10:00 a.m.

That if you confess with your mouth, “lzsusis Lord, ™ and befizve in your heart
that God reised him from the dead, you will be soved Romaons 10:9

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN —

'A.M.E .Newstemer &

| 5L John African Methadist Episcopal Church Hurtsvilie, Alabama
Volume23 Issued March 2018
e RESURRECTION
Il ec il By IS, Hattie Mathan, Himth Distric1c hristan & wation Diector

M According to the gospels of Matthew (281-100, Mark (16:1-8), and Luke
241-11) it was ealy in the morning when the women came to anoint the
body of Jesus On their way, they wondered who would roll away the stone
so they could enter the tomb Well when they arrived at the graveste,
much totheir surprise, the stone had already been rolled avway and there
jwas no body. The mater of fact is that the resurrection had already taken
place lesus was resurrected which means He had gotten up from the dead
The sing of deah had miraculoudy disappeared and the grave had los tsvictory,

zod did not allow deah or the grave to have any victory. 5o God rolled away the stone and raised lesus
Christ from the dead Each vear now, the Christian church celebrates the resurrection of Christ on Resur-
reciion Sunday. However, as we celebrate, we must remember that death is sbll trying to song and the
grave 5 sl trying to claim the victory

Yes we do have grave sxperiences in our [ves Jesus said in John 1633, “In the world you will have grea
tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world” This tells us that the fones have been
rolled away, Get up and live Today's world has 50 many graves and 50 many people are allowing them-
selesto remain in these graves because they cannot see their way out They think there isno way out Let
us just look & a few of the graves that are holding people today.

People are dying in the grave of Drugs and Alcohol Do not allow this vice to keep you'in its grave The
stone tha may hinder you has already been rolled away. The entrance to the grave is open IFyou need a
fix, Jesus has the perfect one s called grace and mercy and He gives it new every day. If you want a real
high, alow the Holy Spiritto come aliv e in your life

It seems that the world is Suck in the grave of Gun Violence Every time God gives @ new day, gunfire
seems to get louder because there is more of it with each passing day. Get up out of the grave of Gun Vig-
lence! There is a better way to salle differences God says in His Word to acknowledge Him in all your
way 5 and He will direct yvour paths

The graves of Abuse are many and varied. Some by name are child abuse, elderly abuse, physical abuse;
verbal abuse, mental abuse, sexual abuse, and so0 many more The abuse graves are open Amfone can be
resurrected from those gravesremembering tha we are all ourbrother's and sster's keepers

There are graves of Financial Instability and Economic Deprivation Anyone can be resurr ed ed from these
graves as they look to Jesus who promises to supply-all of our needs according to His riches im glory. Re-

CLMES ERE e e




5t. John Launches Children's Church Ministry!

B. Johnson

Children’'s Church Mission: Empowering Kids 1o SHARE the WORD and 5ERVE the PEQPLE,

{Afler eight long months of meetng and planning and meetng and revisingthe plan, the Chik

dren’s Church Ministry, “Kingdom Kids®, was launched on Sunday, February 18, 2012, The fel-

lowiship hall was transformed inte a child-size sanctuary, complete with rews of chairs, a padi

umand alargevisual display screen. Twenty-five, sik to twelewyear-olds attended the first ser-

wice of Kingdom Kid's Children’s Church Ministry, At first, they were a little relucant to partice

pate, thinkingthat they shll had to remain quiet ‘and poised during the service. t did not take

L  them long to realize that this was going to be an interacWve service, geared specifically for
%o them.

The “Kingdom Kids" began their service by singing "This isthe Day,” which was not the tradi-
fional way, They actually had to stand, move and use shakers along with the music that was
being projected anthe large screen. The scripture was |ed by Jessica Harbin and the prayerwas
led by Kelson Hill. Those who celebrated birthday's In January -and February were recognized
with @ “Reggae Birthday” song which called for more movement. Twa wvisitors were adinowlk
edged with greewngs by all, followed by the singing of *What alMighty God we Sarve” the King-
dom Kids way. The offering was collected and counted by Samantha Adkins, a “Kingdom Kids"
attendee, with the help of a church 5teward. Mrs. Rankin, the "Kingdam Kds® Ministry Directar, led the children in the
"Kingdom Kids” maming chamt, which was a repeatad riwthmic beat in unisan using their hands as instruments. Thase who
made presenta@ons were greeted with another chant:
Leader “Kingdem Kids", how did you like that presentalion
Response: “Outstanding”! {Along with three very loud hand daps)

The Interachve Devotion Leader was the Reverend Glona M adison, whose message was enhtled, “We Trust Gog ang Depend
an Him; The Day the Sun S5tood 5510 basad an the story of Joshua.  Mrs. Kay Adkins, a “Kingdom Kids" wolurmeer, prepared
the children for the story by -asking guestions regarding “trust”, As the children replied te the questions, the Reverand Rita
Wright passed out gold coinsto reinforce and motvate the diildren fortheir comributons.  Four childrenweare assigned cos
tumesto help deliver the storyta King, aSoldier, loshua and theSun. The actors, acted out their roles as the Reverend Madi-
son recounted the story., The childreninthe audience had a8 parficipatory response as the story was being told. At the conclu-
sion efthe story, everyone had an oppoftunity to participate by answering guestions regarding what they learned from the

A i ur e T

ME. Pankin Eads the kids inthe clant. PAFs. 2 kins as ke g Eeshens on trst

Iach 3018 Fape 2



5t. John Launches Children's Church Ministry!

B. Johnson

stary., The lesson was summareed by Mrs. Kay Adking. Announcemants and reminders were made hefore the benedichon
wias given by Breeyanna Croan, Bveryone was thanked for their aflendance and involvement. Each child received a "Kingdom
Kids* cinch sack/back packto carry their thingsin, andto serve as a reminderto come back nest marnth.

When the last child |eft the fellowship hall, we realized that God had abundantly blessed our first Children's Church service. It

wras apparent that 5t. John's Children enjoyed themsehes and would be the anes to spread theword and invite others to the
service, by telling themthat 5t John's Children’s Ministry was FUN, FUN, FUN! After Children’s Church-ended, Pastor Wright
reported with @ huge smile on his face, that the children toald him, that they had a great ime in Children's Church

St John AME "Kingdem Kids" Children's Church Ministry will be held on the 3'u5un|:|a'y of each maonth for children ages 6-12
years old. Teens ages 13-16 vears old will meet on the 2nd Sunday af each menth beginning In March. Parents are enceur-
agedto registertheir diild ar children prior to the date of service,

This ministry is shll sesking adult and youth volunteers. f interested in volurnteering, please send an email to the entact
emailslisted below. Allvolunteers must complete twa hours aftRining and undergo a backgroune checkthraugh Pratect our
Mlinistri.

Contact information for Children's Church, Kingdom Kids Ministry:
The Reverend Joretha Wright, Execubve Minister, execuvepastor@stiohnhuntsville.com
Mrs. Mary Rankin, Director, kingd am kidsi@ st johnhunt seille.com
Ms. Barbara Johnsan, Assistant Director, baj=t21 2 @=tiohnhuntsville_com

“Wewilltellthe nest generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord.” Psalm 784

RESURRECTICN

By M. Hattie Mathan, Minth Distrct Chreten Edwation Dimctor

AL ribratend it plidgr
member God has everything and He gives of His riches freely and generously, Jesus says ask infaith and you shall
receive

The graves of Envy and lealousy are im pursuit to claim the fives of people in the world and in the church The
stones in front of these graves are rolled away. Be resurrected by trusting God for His word and by operating in the
gift(s) that God has given you Know that these gifts do not conflict, but they do complement each other.

Yes the graves are mary. W you find yourself ina grave, just know tha vour grave is not sealed. The sone has
been rolled away and you can be resurrected The price for all of our inquities has already been paid lesus Christ
paid that price with His precious blood. He suffered; He bled; and He died. Dur blessed Savior was then put in a
borrowed tomb. His grave was sealed with a large stone Guards were stationed at the entrance In spite of all of
these precautions, death o= its stng and the grave lost its victory. On the third day morning, Jesus Christ got up;
He was resurrected with @l power in heaven and on earth in His hand

Maow, as we all celebrate Resurrection Sunday, remember that just as God raised Jesus Christ from the grave, lesus
Chirist will raise usfrom our graves

HAPPY RESURRECTION SUNDAY!
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Workshop Culminates with “An Evening of Spirituals”
By Charlsie Brooks and Bridget 1. Floyd

“‘ Preparation and more preparation! Hesitantly, members of the Saint John
= AN EC Hunteville, Alabama Mass Choir alangwith singers fram First Missian-

ary Baphbst Church, Fellowship Presbyterian Church and Lakeside LUnited
Methodist Church, gathered for an evening of profound, intense rehearsals.
Their hestance was because they were to become students of the es
teemed, mnmyned director, eomposer, arrangsr, planist, schalar, research-
er, teacher, Or. Roland Cater

Chattanooga Symphony and Opera Assodamon, His focus iswith a very spe-
cial promotwon of the great musical tradiions of the Afrimn-American herit-
age. DOr. Carter's involvement centers on the African American Museum,
andthe Chattanooga Choml Society for the Preservation af Afncan American Sang

Dr.Carter leads workshop.

Dr. Carter has served as the Ruth 5. Holmberg UTC Foundawon Professor of Music at the University of Tennessee at Chatta
nooga. He also served as Head.of the Cadek Department of Music and Conservatory for six years [1989-1995). Prigrto return-
ingto his hometown to accept this assignment, he served as Chair of the Dapartment of Musicat Hampton (institute) U niver-

sity and director of its internationally acdaimed choirsfor nearly a quarter century.

In additian to teaching and performing, Carter hasz an outstanding record in arts advocaoy and semvica. Dr. Carter serves on
many boards and associatons. He is alsa a life member of the American Charal Directors Assecia®on, Kappa Alpha Psi Frater-
nity, and the MusicTeachers Mafional Associatton. Addifonally, Or. Carteris a publisher spedalzing in music by African Amer-
ican cormposers and tradiions.

The choral preparations began on Friday evening, February 9, 20018, with Dr. Carter explaininghow gasy it would be for pariici-
pants to sing the music he had chosen to teach for the Sunday Concert. He put away fears as he explained patiently where
gach wvalce waswritien, an which line far those whe did net read music. He assured everyone with his pattence that he was
indeed a master Teacher. He explained the black history stary behind 2ach afthe songsthe choir sangwith his magical warm
-up melodies. Many even contained verses fram the bible. One of the favorite stories was about the quartet “Wings Over
dordan” where he tald hew impodant they were to blacks and how every home played their music on Sunday morning. He
had the group in laughter when he stated as they sang, "King Jesus is a Listening”, “Mo he is not, far he 't seethe expres-
sions an yourfaces or hearyour call.” The chairthen sang with meaning.

The Wiorksho pC hoele
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Workshop Culminates with “An Evening of Spirituals”
By Charlsie Brooks and Bridget 1. Floyd

i miman] A e &)

After hours of guided rehearsals, it wastime far the Sunday Cancert Perfarmance: The workshop chalr lified their valces and
sang with great pride and joy, The choirwas jubilant. The crowded audience gave the program participants applause afier
applause which must: have made them feel that their work was not in vain for they hadthe best—the swesome oreator—and
writer ofthe beautful music ef African American farefathers, Or, Boland M. Carter, They sang!

On Sunday, February 11, 2018, “An BEvening of Spirituals” began with the welcome, apening prayer and remarks by Pastar
Maurice Wright, I, Mr, Robert Drake, the Master of Ceremonies, then introduced The Huntsville Spirtual Chorale, co-founded
and co-directed by Mr, William and Mrs, Brenda Davis, The graup has performed lacally in Huntswille, Alabama as well as oth
erwenues inthis-and atherStates. They alse have embraced the mission of keeping alive the tradion and history of the spint-
ualsisimilarto Dr, Carten, They acknowledgedthe recent additon tothe group of several students from Alabama A & M Uni
versity, The three spirituals performed by the Huntsville Spiritual Chorale were: "Ev'ryiime | Feel the Spint", arranged by ¥Wil-
liam L. Dawson Solaist Frank Jones); “l Heard de Preaching of de Elders”, arranged by Roland M. Carter, -and “Rock-& My
Soul’, arranged by Uzee Brewn, Jr. Goleists Demetrius Davis and Kyla Pitcher), The tone was then set.

Or. Carterthen presented the Workshap Chorale fwhich included Pastor Wright). The special treat was that-all selecions
were amanged ar transeribed by Dr. Carter, The Workshop Choralz opened with “Same Train” Soloist Arthurine Shackleford],
This was followed by “Twno Spirtuals in Trbute to ¥Wings Over loardan” (transcribed by Roland M. Cartend 1. "as,
Lord® {Soloist, Lula Rochellg) and 2, “Leaning onthe Lord” Baloists, Phillip Pugh and Jabari Walton) . The next was-also trar-
scribed by Or. Carter, "KingJlesus |5 A 'Listening”; with the culminating rendering of "Ride On, Jesus”.

After acknowledgements, the closing song by the performears, with the audience welcomed to join, was “Tetal Praise”, The
benedichon wasoftered by the Reverend Dr. Garland F. Pierce, BExecutive Director of Christian Education af the AME Church.

Throughout the program, the audience was engulffed by the melodious woices and harmony, as well as the nch histery and
emoton associated with thinking afthe ariginal rendering of these spirituals and their purpose in communicating, sometimeas
life-altering and life-saving messages. ks atAbutetio Or. Carter and others who would strive to sducate and eipose spirituals
tothosewho have come along since the spirtuals were routnely sungin worship services of the Afncan American church. Ta
paraphrase and capturethe sentment of Dr. Carterin his opening comments forthe evening, the newer and urrently popular
farms of music de not have to be sacrificed In arder for spirtuals to be kept alive as it were; but rather they can co-existinthe
rich and multafaceted African American musical tradiwion.

Special thanks are extended to all pamapants: Mr, Robert Drake, Master of Caremony; The Huntsville Spiritual Chorale under
the direciion of Mr. William ‘and Mrs. Brenda Dawis; Mr, Reginald Pearson, 5t. John AME Direcor af Music and Chrisiian Arts
Ministry; and the Reverend M aurice Wright 1, Servant Pastor, 5t. Jahn AME Church, Huntsville,

Or. Caner, OF Piere amd PRRstor Wre kit
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“Mevertheless She Persisted”
By Tami G hee

Women's Histary Month iz a manth set aside each ygarto honorweamen's contributfans in American his-
tory. It iscelebrated in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia, during the month of M arch.

The Natonal Waemen's Histary Froject (NWHF, a not-for-prefit American organization, was founded in
1980 in5 anta Rosa, California, by Molly Murphy Madaregor, Mary Ruthsdotter, M aria Cuevas, Paula Ham-
mett and Betie Morganio “prompte mulicultural women's history awareness.” The organizsfion suc-
cesstully labbied for nafional recegniion, and in February af that same year, President Jimmy Carter is
sued the first Presidental Proclamation declaring the week of March 2, 1980 as National Women's History
Wesk. Subseguent presidents confnued to preclaim a Mawonal Women's History Weesk in March unt
1987 when Congress, afier being petfoned by the Matonal Women's History Project, passed Fublic Law
100-3, designawng March as "Women's History Manth.* Beteeen 1988 and 195, Congress passed addimonal resolufions re
gquesting and authorzingthe President to proclaim March of each year-as Women’'s Histary Menth, and since 1395 a special
Fresidemtal Preclamation is issusd evary vear which honors the extraardinary achisvernens ofAmerican women.

e

Each year the Namional Women's History Project seleds and publishesa theme for Ma@onal History Maonth, This year'stheme
15 “Mevertheless She Persisted: Honoring Women Wha Fight All Farms of Discriminafion Against Women," The phrase
; “Mewertheless She Persisted” was born in February af 2017 when Senatar Eliza-

NEVERTHELESS SHE : 4y ! iy
beth Warren, O-MA, refused to be silenced during Jeft Sessions' confirmation
PERSISTED." hearing for Attorney General when she was reading an opposion letier writien
Hﬂﬂﬂl‘iﬂg H:'Tﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ H:'T.l!ﬂ in 1986 I:rgr.pa.st NYWHP hl!!I'I[IrEE Coreta 5cott King. Hn?ferrlng to the incident,
& Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, B-KY, later said "Senator YWarren was
FIEI'IAH Fﬂ"’“ giwving-a lengthy speech:5he had appeared to wiolate the rule % he was warned.
qfﬂiwrﬁ:ﬁnnﬁm:.dgnﬁut She was given an explanafion. Nevertheless she persisted.” Right away femi-
r nists began to use the phrase to referto any strong woemen who refuseto be

Homen e 5 il

Thisyearfifteen outstanding wamen will be honored for their persistence in fightong 2ll forms of discrimination against \wom-

enand girls; The 2018 N attonal YWomen's Histaory Month Honorees are:
Fauli Murray {1510-19285 - Post, auther, lawyer and Episcopalian priest who buit communies of understanding and
tolerance,
Geraldine Ferraro {1935-2011) - First woman ¥P candidate from: amajor party who championed women's rights.
Elizabeth Peratrovich (1911-1558) - Civil rights leader whose advocacy ant-discrimination led to the Alaska territory’s
first anw-discimination-ad in 1945,
Angelica%alas - Key strategist and |eader inthe national mavement far immigrant rights and policy refarm.
Cristina Jiménez A leader in the youth-led immigrant rights movement and instrumental in creating the DACA pro-
gram,
Susan Burton - A leaderinthe Criminal Justice Reform Mavemeant helpingto breakthe cycle of incarceration.
Saru layarman - A nafional labar lzader and researcher who works with empleyers and consumers for better wages
and workingconditions,
Arlene B. Mayerson - Leading aforney in disability rights |aw who has played a key role in drafting and negoWating the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
Jill Mess Greenberg - Trailblazer in addressing the intersection afwomen's rights and warinus facdors such as sacioece-
nomic status and race impact on wamen.
Margaret Dunkle - Played a key role implementng Title M with her groundbreaking report documenting the discrim-
inatimn af women athletes.
Marty Langelan- A leaderin glabal eflorts to end harassment and gender winlence by teaching women about self-
defense through the "Direg-Adian Toolkit”

AL vnlmiind oA e S
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“Mevertheless She Persisted”
By Tami b G hee

o P Mraw farese A
LindaSpoonster Schnearz - A military veteran who has dedicated her life to advocatingfor equal care and benefits for
wWomen wet erans.
Pat Maginnis - S5he argued that women had the right to safe and legal aboriens and she champloned every waman’s
right to choose.
Roma Guy -She hasworked on theissues of girl’s-and wormen's health, reproductive justice, HIV/AIDS services, and
universal healtth care.
Loretta ). Ross - Natonally-recognized expert on women's issues, hate groups, racsm-and intolerance, human rights,
and wiglence against women.

& Celebrating Women's History Month alsa means remembering the legades of the
women in the African Methodist Episcopal (AME Church who “nevertheless persist-
ed." Onesuch woman waslarena Lee, the first woman to be allowed to preach the

: Gospel publicl inthe AME Church.

- | larena Lee, was born to afree Black family in 1783; As lee began to age, she devel
oped 3@ strmng love for Ged and listening to the Gospel She soan felt she had a calk

L | ing.onherlifeto spreadthe word of God, and to inspire others. Shewasinimally hasi
~ tant to pursue ministry, because of the male-dominated nature of the church, How-
ever, she decided ta confide in Bishap Richard Allen and revealed to: him her &l to
preach. Bishop Allen told Lee that ke could net grant her permiission te preach, be

Jarena Leg L | Euse hewasrequired to uphold the AME Church’s ban against fermale ministers.

Later, during @ waorship service at Bethel Church, a guest preacher began struggling
with his message and abruptly stopped preaching: As he stared into the congregation at a loss for words, Lee sprangto her
feet and bepan preaching, picking up where the minister had left off. After Lee’'s sarman, she was afraid that Bishap Allen
waould punish her for preachingwithout-permission. On the ontrary, Bishop Allen was so impressed by Leathat he officially
gave her authoreza®on to preachthe Gospel, asserting that God had alled Lee ta proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Because
she was a waman, shewas never ordained inthe AME Church.

Despite Richard Allen’s blessing, Lee faced hostlity because she was black and a waman, bt *nevertheless she persisted.”
Jarena Lee began preaching in 1820 throughewut Mew Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Mew York and alse traveled te Ohioand Cana
da, Shewasan estremely strongwoman, who traveled through dangerous slaveholding towns to preach the gospel, and who
stood uptathe church leaders of her day, asserfing her right to preach. Jarena Lee became a pioneer for allwamen seekingto
preach. During the 2016 General Conference of the AME Church she was posthumoushy ordained.

The Minth Districc AME Wormen in Ministry celebrated the pioneering spirit of the Beversnd Jarena Lee on Mardh 3 with &
larena lee "Herstory” Awards Brnunch at the Daniel Payne Community Plaza in Birmingham, Alabama. Or leanetiz lones, a
memberof 5t. John AME Church, was one of several hanorees who have distinguished themselves inwvarious areas of religion,
science, polics, and sodal and community achivism.

Arficle Soumes:

it ps offen. wikiped & o S wiki Wome nh27s_History Mot h
bt o i i g

bt poff e v hlac bpast orp/aahf/ee -prena-178 3
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Members Dress in African Athre for Black History Month
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The 50+ Auxiliary Celebrates Rich History
of Past 5t. John A.M.E. Members

o for onz't gncestors isto be o without o souroe, o tres without a roar ™
T get ons’ iy to be o brook without , O 1r thout ot
B. lahnzan

Mrs. Ollye Ballard Conley, noted Huntswille historian, educater and acdaimed
genealogist wasthe puest speaker forthe February Mesting of the S0+ Auciliary.
Shelkept the tifty or 5o attendees enthralled from beginning to end as she narat-
ed with authority, the history of past A.M.E. minsters, members and people of
the community. Mrs. Conley stated that the African Methodist Episcapal Church
has an impressive history of ever 150 years of service and existence inthe state
of Alabama and we shaould be proud of that accomplishment. She encouraged
the members ta tell the story of their legacyto the young people so the tradi-
wons would cominue. Mrs, Conley stated, “There is nothing more powerful than
a nation, whaose peaple are steeped inits history. Our history acually cannot be
told witheut the backdrap efthe church. Ourtradinons and culture seem to em-
M. Conley presenting to50- Pl ulate the church; the way we move, dress, communicate, and our spintuality can
all betraced backto the early church and the traditions that were brought here
from Africa.”

A Alabama continues to commemarate the 200th year celebration of statehood, the theme during thisthird year is,
“Honoring OQur People.” Thisyear's focus will be sharingthe experiences and stories of all Alabamians. The focus of
Mrs. Canley's presentatiion was 1o reveal some af the 5t John members who have made outstanding mntributions
tothe community, The semnd focus was to discuss the purpose af the "Wall af Remembrance.” The “Wall* will be
just one aspact ofthe 200" Bicentennial Celebration. The “Wall' will memarialize African Americans buried in un

-marked graves and extant cemeteries during the 18" and garly 20" centuries in Madison
County. Much of her research has been dene from past records regarding the Georgia Slave
Cemetery which is Iocated under the parking deck of the Huntswille Hospital and Glemesood

" Cemetery. The Georgia Slave Cemetery was established on twe acres of land in 1812 by the

| city of Huntsville as & burying pround faor slaves. Duringthe 1950's Hunt swille Hospital built a

: parking garage owerthe graveyard. [t is uncerain whether the emains were emoved priorto
construction or left there; no recardswere kept.

Glenwood Cemetery was sstablished in 1870 en 10 acres of land. The cemetery is considered
dead inthat burial plots can ne langer be purchased. However, there are many vacant spaces and depressions which
wiould indicate the possibility af unmarked grawves,

Mrs: Conley and others have worked tirelessly to uncoverthe namies of the many persons that have been buried in

these unmarked graves in Madison County. A list of 1000 names, so far has been compiled using old records and

infarmation found in the library archives. The Huntsville community will be @lled uponto ofler up mare names.

Mamy families may know of somieone in their family who might be in-an unmarked grave. At some paint soon, the
publicwill beinvited to submit names oftheir loved ones. Public submissions will require at
least three ariicles of evidence to verify theirproposal. The "Wall of Remembrance” will give
an lden@ty and a namea ta thase whoe remained nameless forse lang.

As Mrs. Conley was expaunding onthe mary facts and people she had uncaverad during her
research of persons who had actually |iwved, worked and worshiped in Huntsville, she took
membersan a vitualtour from Goree island, off the coast of Dakar, Senegal and the “Door of
Mo Retum™ to present-day |ife in the 217 Century.

1 et o e 0
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The 50+ Auxiliary Celebrates Rich History
of Past 5t. John A.M.E. Members

“To forget ong 5 oncestorsds to b2 o brook without o saurce, o tree without a raot ”

il
RArs. Conky amd ME. B. Johrson ME, Conlky pesenting io50-Phe

A arblaril Jream s W

She brought to life former pastors of 5t. Joahn ACMCE. Churdh, such as the Reverend FMY. Puryear whose name was
mentioned inthe March 1883 Huntsville Gazette and the Reverend Faron, whose name appeared inthe same publi-
catonin 139 and in 1897, the Reverand E. W, Williamswas cited in the Huntsville Weekly, She shared stories about
same of the former Trustees af 5t. John, such as Mr. Charles B, Denegan and hew he was related toa past member,
Mrs. Gertrude Winston. She told how the Donegan family actually owned a stare and @ coton gin in Madison Coun-
ty. Then there was the Wither family Uames and Charity) and how they were related to Mrs. Hodie McCraw (Mr.
Harmer M cCraw’s wife), She said how both James and Charity Withers are buried in Glemeood Cemetery. Mrs. Can-
ley alsa shared information regarding Landonia Coleman Ray (1987-1970). Mrs. Ray lived whera the Huntsville Hilton
was located. She was the ook for the Kiwanis Club. She owned a stare on Madison S5treet and was-a member of 5.
dohn & M.E. Church.

Another interesting fact, Mrs. Conley shared wasthat at ane point churches would eome together for special scm-
sions. One such event happened when 5t Jahn AM.E partnered with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church far a
Sunday School aflair and the speakerwas none other than Booker T, Washington himsalf. The program happened at
St_John A M.E

Bven after hearing about all these outstanding people the most amazing stary wasz sl to be revealed. All AM.E's
know of Bishop Richard Allen and his wife Sarah Allen. But not much has ever been known aboutthe children. Well,
Mrs. Canley in her diligent pursuit of histary sharedthe story of PeterAllen, one of the sons af Bishop Richard Allen.

PeterAllen actually lived and walked the streets of Huntsville, Alabama. Peter Allen was born in Ph”Ed.Elphl-E_, Fenn-
sylvania in 1805. He was a free black mian. In 1835 Peter Allen left Philadelphia, a city whose enfite population of
approximately 15,000 was free, to come and live in Huntsville, Alabama, where anly one percent of the state's black
populaton enjoyed freedom, The reasonsfor his emigration are undear, hoaever, it was an extraardinary move
cansidering the threat of sezure and sale into slavery for amy free blackfrom the north venturing into the Deep
South. Hemet and married an enslaved woman, Mary [ca. 1807-1885), shortly after hiz-arrival in Huntsville.

ST mlad e paige 100
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The 50+ Auxiliary Celebrates Rich History
of Past St. John A.M.E. Members

‘To forget ane’s ancestors 5 o be o brook without a source, o tree withaut o roat, ™
B. lohnsan

AL il et g iU

Beginning in late October 1835, appeals were published in several Alabama newspapers, including the Huntsville
Southern Advocate, urging-Alabamians te came ta the aid af their “brothers in Texas” Akhough hewas a free black
who had recenthy arrived in the city, Peter Allen a flutr'st, was welcomed in tothe company as a musician. The mm-
pary made it to Texas by January 12, 1836 They wers soon dispatchedto Gaoliadand to fight the Mexicans and Santa
Anna. They faught vallantly, but surrendered an March 20, 1836, and were Imprisaned at Goliad,

The night befare the massacre, Captain Jacks hackefeard, commander of the Red Rovers, recalled that the musicians,
induding Peter Allen, whao played the fife, had played the sang “Home Sweet Home" for the troops and brought
manmy 8 strong seldiar to tears, The next moming, Palm Sunday, March 27, 1836, the menwere awakened and pre-
pared for ececution. However, the Mexican general tald Peter Alen, if he played that song @g=in, "Home Sweet
Home" and brought the men totears, hewould be spared. Peter Allen refused and stated, “"Noe, I'll net play, but Il
just go along with the rest of the boys” And sa, he was execut ed with the others,”

Peter swidomes, Mary, lived the remainder of her life in Huntsville, Alabama, and died onJune 23, 1885 She is said 1o
be buried in Glemyood Cemeterywith hersecond huskand, Mr.lshn Cook. ]

This isa true stary of @ Huntswillian and an Afncan Methodist Episcopal personality. There is sufficient, documenied,
evidence to authenticate the fact that both Peter and Mary lived in Huntseille and he did serve in the Texas Revolu-
Hon.

Again it bears outthe statement from Or. Lonnie G. Bunch [, Director of the5S mithsonian Insetutan’'s Natonal Mu-
seum of African American History-and Cutture in Washington, DT, “There is nothing mere powerful far than a peo-
ple, than 8 nawon, steeped inits histor,”

Mrs. Canley |=ft supgestions far all the nowice histarians ta consider pursuing. Here arethetop four
o 5t lohn AM.E, Church should work to acquire recogniton on the Nattanal Register of Historical places in Ale
bhama.
St.John AM.E Church should work to establish @ histarical marker forthis locatfan on Church Street,
S5t.John A.M.E. youth should be encouraged to write 3 play, skit, children’s baak or documentary on the life
of Peter and M ary Allen.

St.dohn AME. Church should begin callectng the aral histanes of the members af the church and retrieving
some oftheir arafacts for histarical evidence,

Mrs. Canley clased her presenta®on with a poem, “Nobody KEnows My Mome* [page 16) to.emphasize the purpose of
knowing our history, sothat those persans who lived, worked and worshiped at 5t John African Methodist Episcopal
Church and in Huntsville-Madison Countyswouwld no lenger remain nameless.

‘Handbook af Texas Gnline, Stephen E. Taylar, “Allen, Peter,” accessed March 9, 2018,

hiip:/ fwwnar tshaonline. orefhandbookisniine/am deffalle
""Cnul-c, Mary, Oied” Huntsville Gazette, Huntswille, AL. Saturday, June 17, 1BB5, page 3, Val. ¥, issue 32
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The Women's Missionary Society Serves Lunch at Homeless Shelter
By Cb mlinett e Purifey -Fears

“For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat; | was thirsty and you gave me samething to drink.
When |was a stranger, you welcomed me” . Matthew 25:35

The Women's Missionary Society (WMS) of 5t. John A.M .E. Churchventured to the Downtown Rescue Mission on a min-filled
Saturdayto perform community outreach en February 10, 2018, Whils it was gloomy autside, they were greatly wamly wel-
comed Inside by stafl and residents, The WMS assisted with serving meals to residents and visitors who are serviced by the
Downtewn Rescue Mission and they assisted with preparng wegetabiles for future meals. The mission afthe Downtown Res
cue Mission is to serve homeless people throughout narhern Alsliama and southern Tennessee by providing Christ-filled care
tothesein desperate need.

It is amazing that their intent was to be of service and a blessingto the Downtown Rescue Mission and the personsthey
serve; however, they walked away thankfulfor the experience and with an added blessing. The WMS is commitied 1o serv-
ingthe Dewntown Rescue Mission. Persans interested in being a part of this great ministry arvolunteedngwith this outreach
should contact a Missionary. The WM5S meeststhe 4th Saturday of each month at 10am, unless noted otherwize.

Thanks to the administrators of the Downtoan Rescue Mission for allewing them the opportunity te serve, the YWMS mem-
bersthat assisted, and to Misters Parham and Fears who also served.

Chodinete Fears and lermine Parhama e mady to == re. Moniz Dillihnnt s roes mealio esident with a smike.
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Finance Corner
By Biobby Ldhins

Is it tirme te get aut of the Steck Market?

| hawe been an investor for 30 vears now and am in awe of the recent drop inthe stock market. The 2017 rise ta unprecedent-
ed |levels has been followed by an early 20018 market sell off that has investors skitdsh and wondering if placing their savings
under a pillow is the best appreach moving forward. As expressed by Mark DeCambre, MarketWatch's markets editor, “There
is suddenly stock-market carnage an Wall 5treet, shattering what has beena protraced period of low volallity and a mosthy
uninterrupted dimb toward the moon far stocks.”

W hat is surprising abaut this recent market correclion, s that there was ne clear-cut catalyst for the dedines, which have
come @5 & longrunning rally fueled by improving corparaie earnings and strengthening W.5. and global econamic growth ac
celerated in January. Employment data indicates near historic lows farunemployg-

ment, with the currant White House enjoying the benefitsofthe ObamaEra resus

citafion of the econanty afterthe collapseof 2008, Furthermare, the Stock Market

has benefitted greatly fram “cheap money” as lending rates have remained under

8l 5% for the past decade. This good will, generated from the econamic improve

ments of the past decade, did little to foreshadow the recent turmoil on Wall
Street. That being said, what goes on with Wall Strest, ofiermimes isn‘t indicanve
of what is happening on Main 5treet. Main Street is doing pretiy well. Let's re-
memberthat. 5o, as the U.5. stack market encounters tsfirst genuine bout of tur-
bulenceinyears, here's what some edperts recornmend:

Do not b seared

Krsana Hooper, chisf global market sirategist at Invesco: "Don't be scared, and don't be impulsive: Be discdplined na matier
what the market environment, and keep saving and investing according ta your long-term plan,” Hooper says, noting that ris-
ing inflawion, yields and volaflity heve combined for an unsetiling recipe on Wall Street.

Jefi Carboane, managing partnerfarCarnerstone Wealh: “We are reminding clients ta keep this in perspedive and loek toa be
proachive not reachve to the markets st thistme. it is & big emotonal test of __risktolerance; we all wantthe upside but re-
memberthere is downside riskand goals, risktolerance and #ime frames must always lead one's imnvestment decisions.”

Trouble ahead, trauble behind

Bob Dall, senior porttalio manager and chief equity strategist at Muveen Asset Management: “A sharp risein bond yizlds trig-
pered the start of a correclive phase for stocks. We think yields are likely to contnue rising, which could put addivonal pres-
sure-on equity markets.” Rising Treasury yiglds, with the 10-year Treasury yield note hitdng 2.88% on Monday, translate inta
higher bormowing costs for companies and can erode appetie for assets like stocks as dimbing yields make government paper
relabvely attrachive. Yields subsequently retreated as the stock-market carnage friggered a flight to safety that fawored haven
assets like Treasury Motes.

Scoft Minerd, global chief inwestment officer at Guggenheim Partners, saysthere is upside left inthismarket, “The llapse in
equity prices can be explained in-aword, rates” Fears of interest rate hikes has spaoked ins@tutional invastors, crealing sip-
nificant wolatlity in the markets, Also, asthe markets have been at record highs, and into the mid-20K range, low single digit
percentage drops simply eguate much larger point drops than we have ever seen befare. All things considered, the recent
drops inthe stock market equatetothe approximate 10% market correchion that was inevitable, Histarically, 10% drops have
cansttuted market carreciions aff of historical highs. Nowisnotthe ime to panic

Minerd also states “the back-up in bond yields has been signficant, concerns have been building about bond market supply,
and wage data in Friday's job report suggest potental inflatiopary concerns. The setback today is not over but we are ap-
pmaching a battorm, | skl hald the opinlan that the favarable economic fundamentals that arein place, wherewe are inthe
business cycle, the breadth of the market, and |evels of current wvaluations are supporgve of equities. Buying here will probiz

LA L T R R R ]
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Daniel Haygood Named
Youth of the Month for February

Daniel Haygood 15 3
15-year-old sopho-
more g Huntsville
High scheal. His
favorite subjects In
schoal are Sodence
and History, Daniel
is wvary athletc and
lhe enjoys basket-
ball and track and
fizld.

AtS5t. lahn, heisan
acive member of
the YPO and
the usher baoard.
This past summer,
Daniel parficipated
i the STEM program at Alabama ARM University where he
received a cerificate of completion. He alse parmapates in
various community projects to Incude Habitat for Humanity
and Heatth Rocks.

Fastor®right pres=ms award t Do nie | Ha ypoed,

Caniel 's future plan ls to major in biology to become anoph-
thalmalagist. Daniel Haygood is° the son of Roselne
Akines. Congratulanons Daniel Haygood!

Finance Corner
By Ba bbvy A kins

S bl il e g AL

bly make Inwestars happy campers later in the year, but the
tug af war between stocks and bonds is just getbing under
wiay, This may be the biginvestment story far 2018

Mow, the most important thingio remember about imvesing
isthat there has never been 3 ten year window, ie, 1945-
1855 1991-2003, where the market has not increased. Re-
cent drops aside, buying opportuniies abound, aswell asthe
chance fordollar cost-averagingto pay off inthelongrun. Far
every drop in the market, the savw imvesior sees & buy op-
portunity, undersianding the long play. Paying atlention io
the swings inthe market are crucial, but reachng irrational by
can be disruptive to long term plans: [f you are years away
from refirement, history indicates thatthe recent maroet cor-
rechion is just market reverfing backio the norm, Happy in-
vesting and enjoy the benefits of two af my favente words,
Compounded Interest.

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

WESERVE WITH HUM ILTY

“Don't be selish; den'ttry to impress others. Be humble,
thinking of athers as betler than yaursehes. Don't loak out
only foryour own interests, but take an intersst in others,
ton.” Philippians 2:3-4

There are no “Big Shots” in Christ's Kingdom. Bveryane is on
ithe same level at the cross and saved by the same grace and
blopd of lesus. Aswe humbly admit our sinful, helpless cendi-
wion and call an the lord te save us; He forgives our sin and
irrevocably adopts usinte Hisfamily, And just as we humble
surselves to recepre Christ's salvabon by fath, we must also
serve Him ‘with humility of mind.

Beinga servant of Christ requires that one submits to His l2ad-
grship regarding what they are to do, how they are to carry
out His will, and where He would have them serve. There is
no raam for self-seeking or self-promaian; the onl cancem
should be obedience, with the aim that God gets the glory,

Ahumble spirit does not look aut for its own interssts but ine
stead thinks of others, Thisisthe atbtude Christ had. He will-
ingly left heaven to take on human form in arder to go to the
cross—that was a3 seffless ad of obedience 1o the Father se
humanking could be saved.

Are you willingto serve the Lord in obscurity? What if no ex-
pressions of gra#tude ar praise came your way? Do you
cheerfully take on lowhy tasks? If you answer YES, we imvite
you to serve in humility in the bi-monthly “Soup Kitchen” on
the 3" and -q-'j'Tuesu:Ia'y af each month. 5 es youthen!!l

“Humble yourseh ez underthe mighty hand of Ged
1Peter 5:6

!Iiu S B

b |

~NEW WEBSITE

Visit the new websiteat wanwstphnhuntsyille com
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Ash Wednesday Service Sets the Tone for the Lenten Season
By Bndget J. Floyd

S5t. John gathered on Weadnesday, February 7, 2018 tao far Ash Wednesday services held at noon and 6:00
p.m. The meditation was afiered by the Reverend Gloria Madison at the noon service and the Reverand
Miriam Garrett at the sid o'dock serwice. Pastor Maurice Wright, Il led the sereice, The pragram was the
same foreadh, This writer attended the |ater service.

= e

_h'

The H'.'erehrrl i lona r-.:m;: e fire med =y . e il
Vb theevening  med fafion

The rasponsive scripture was Pealm 51:1-17 was the basis far the service. The ymn “Lord | Want to be 3
Chnsman “ was sung followed by a lemen prayer setting the tone for “a repentart community” and an invk
tabionto “observe @ Holy Lent by prayer and fasting, by works of leve and by reading and meditafng on the
Word of Gad..now before God ..o and confess our sins”.

This was followed by The General Confession and 3 second hymn “Hawve Thineg Own Way, Lerd”, Pastor

Wright-then provided an spportunity for tessmonials of God's goodness and thankfulness: There were
miany that were heartfelt and touching. This allewed for congregants to net anly
imeditate an their own blessings and faithfulness te Gad but ie share and apprad-
ate the bléssings and experiences of others. [Great is Thy Faithfulness2 2 Thanks be
to Godilf]

Afterthe singing of "Praize Him", the meditaion was gven. Forthe evening service
the Reverend Garreft highlighted the Lenten Seasan and the soripture (Fsalm 5.
The Season invales faseing and gwing up lusuries a5 a way of recognizing/ recalling
the edperiences of Christ as He was inthe wilderness, The Reverend Garrett cited
thefourth chapter of M atthew which “explains how lesus was tempted 35 He fast-
gd Inthewilderness” She also delved into the featured scripture for the evening {Psalm 51 in which David
asked God to forgive his transgressions and cree
| atein him 3 new heart That is, he was “asking
® for God to FIX HIM®. The Reverand Garreft urged
that duringthe forty days of Lent, those present

TAKE IT T THE LORD - HEWILL FIX IT.

reference from the temth chapter ef Danizl in
which the seriptural description could be found.

i The impositian of the ashas ifram palm leaves of

o thie 2017 Palm Sunday) set the tone for moving
into this reverent season.
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Nobody Knows My Name

Inthis room, where | sit, myfather died,

Hewas a Black man.

He was proud of his calor, his name, his famiky, hiswork, and
hispeaople.

He was a man: Had no money, no home to @&l his home.
And: ki thess tiings 5t Jebn will celebrate Chureh Anniversary

Wewere never late for church and always had supper on sungay March Iy, 2018
Hie. L0032 .

When there was nothing lefi but crumbs, we were fad, Reew. T_Ziic Wathiar— Guest Predcher
In this mom my father died, Grard Chiapel AME Churc h=Rirmingham, aL

and nabody knows his name.
Gospel Choir Expltsion Faatiring Crystal dlkin
_auther unknown Lee High Schaw! Auditorium

500 aun,

{Recited by Ms, Conleyat Fifty-Phs pese nation —p2pes 5-11) .
gE—— CLne
COUPLE'S

Celebrate The Savior—He Is Risen
BOWLING NIGHT

rvisd, 21 MARCH FEVA FllTH 1.0 PH Wlauredy Thursday

L LINE

I'I'IL!::' N TOME KEENALS HOH Communian & Footwashing
AL

T PE FERSON Thursday, March 25, 2018
et Y DAL HAT B0 MANTH ZUAY TO B:00 pum.

TelllE MnLER

he Coammunity Good Friday Service
51 fohn &WIE CAUFEh
13080 Kenan

Wa nted! Goad Fridey Warihia 8 Esgley Meat Ministries

W riters/r eporters for the St John AM ENewslenier. 700 .,
' ' Fastor Wrighk preaching

M ust have excellent writingskills.
The Faster Fpg Hurt/Bxtravagansa
IFimerestad, cantac Saturcay, Warch 31,2018

B: Jahnson at

Bais4212 @hiweay net Combined Son-lise Senvice
Resurrectan Moming

Loeciol Guest—Chureh Strest CRCA Church
Bol gam,

Cheiatian Eduwcation Easter Program

EASTER _—

Easter Surday 10:00 a.m. Marning Warsnlp
(st Praacher

The RIght Revarend Harry L. Seawright
Fresiding Praiate

Gih Episcopal Disirict AME Church
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MUSIC & CHRISTIAN ARTS o2
MINISTRY PRESENTS =%
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Xplosion

St ODPM
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=T SAEVHBM ARYE CHLULIBCOCR MASS 'II-'.II:IZI
FMOPE CCORMBMILIMITY CHRHLUEBCK hAS ol S
LIRNITONN CiHATEL N _B e b LR O IIIJI'I-'r iy BN =
= ERAAEK AT TISY CHUBCH THO R
i
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BEST SEASOH 1 WIHNHER ST, BARTLEY P B, CrROURC E OSSO O =
CRYSTAL AlKIM bt € FE§

u-".!:h School A.u:litnri:“ n

0 Meridian St'N,
Huntswilla;, AL |

Church School Open House
By Tha fia [ove

On February 11, 2018, the 5t. Jahn Christian Education departrment in canjunciion with the Church Schosl department hosted
an Open House incelebrawion of the Afrian Methodist Episcopal church anniversary, The Open House began with devaton
inthe sanctuary. After devolon, each dass presented a summary ofthe lessan.

The lesson far discussion was entitled “A Disciplined Faith®. The key verse far the |essonwas James 3:18 which states Sut no

human being con tams the tongue, Itis o estlessewl, fullof deadiy poison. Mrs. Erica Harbin presented the Beginners lesson
and encouraged parentsto bAingtheir young children ta start early learning-about
what God wantsthem to do. The Primary class presented the acronym THINK to:
explain the lesson. When we speak, we should ask ourselves; |s it True? |s it Help-
ful? Is it Inspiring? Is it Necessary? s it Kind? These gquestions will help usto THINK
befare we speak. Mrs. Claudinetie Purifoy-Fears presented the [esson forthe Inter-
mediate class. Ms: Kamen Laimaore-and Mr. William Bell presented far the Senior
class. Or, Thalia Love presented the Akernanve Adult lesson with a tube of tooth-
paste to.demonstrate that once we squesze words out af sur mouths, we are not
able to put-them badk in. The Adult Class, led by Mrs. Lillie Rivers, presented a skit
onthe dangers of the tongue. The lessan reviews were followed by breakfast inthe
Fellgwship Hall.

The Church School department invites allmembersto came and study with them in Church School .
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MUSIC & CHRISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY

."l || |._

-.l = . -1 " |

IGHITE GRGWTHI iHSPIRE CHAHGEI IHPA.CT SERVICE!

Rev. Maurice Wright, Il
CANDIDATE FUR CONNECTIONAL DIRECTOR

Gurrani Conneclional Associnle Director MICAM
Choral Directing Exparinnce
= Hartet Tubmen Middés School, Porflard, Orebon
= Thimes JulMsrson Fgh School, Porlland. Cirecor
¢ Humnod Elamentury School, Pretand, Orogon
o T Diwacios MLK Cimmmmily orilind, Ciidgon
8 Maodis Episiopal C o 1A, oo
i ".Illl.d rif Cushor Fong Chape Chol, SMomdhogon Lobage allnme, - Georgie
inter of Munic / flrn:nl'll
Bl AME Chyreh, Porfland | Osajon
= Urmlad AME Chanoh, Xerin, Oig
« Powitooss Temple Chamsly, Porttand, Oregon
= Prladalipia Comeniahiny Churol, Portdand, Dvogon
Wocal Experience
* Momshousa College GRee Tl
= . Sllieta Cpana I_.I:'I'L'I.Illr'

v = Iharbn Lulfor King, B Commormoradem ok
REV. MAURICE WRIGHT, Il : o by, & Commrn
SENIOR PASTOR Prauidfing Elder Dinirict Direcior
ST. JOMHN ANE CHURCH = Bt Hirmisghane Hurssefle Besssmar Dstect (SR Epscnped T |
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA & P Clby Disins (5% Entsaspal L_'nf.'l:-".

& Mlpstemdin TTiibodmaes DHstresd PRI B piecaapesl Chal

Anrusl Confersnca Dirsstor

= ofhapst Aidtiema Aonval Coideienoa (B8l Episocoan] Distng i

=« ICwnbigll Fe0ith Limumiang Apnual Cordampog (0h Spscioal Dlalngi)

Diesgres In Voice and Conducting fram Morahouss Colisge, Atlants, Georgla
Muambar of Natlonal Assoccintion &f Kegro Musicians |[HANM)

Earven #n i lschurer on Worship

Choral workshop fagiliator

Founding Membor of the Connectional Susic Commitiae

Rev. Myran D. Hill
ANTHOATE FOR CONNECTIONAL ASSUGIATE DIRECTUR
Enirreil Corshinctiogiol Pamfasmiiaiish MCAM
Spaciad Edutaton Teachar for the Gresmsood Sotiood District 50 i South Goansiiis
Cxmrment Drpctor of Music: Plesdenont A Cordorence & Abbewdlo Sressnpsood Dedrec
Cairmiml ProskolDiecior Graansocsd (B Arad Mattn Liughed Bing, Br Maas Chddr
Musioian: Temner Snger. Tumar Thoological Sominany. Aflants Goorgia
! Mirister af Music: Flippor Ternipis AME Church, &llarta, Osstimgia
- Fanandar: Veicaw of LIty G, LDy Ml AME Chuneh, Saivmaion, Soull Camlina
Pyl Founder: &%an W, Parmit irspirntional Sisoir, Wiliams Chapel AME Chuech, Orangatsng, Sowth Canoling
m- ann" ﬂ- HILL Fandai- Shulimalle Communily Yoy Chelr
SENIOR PASTOR C-FFouimcier [along with bes Bather): demssiovwn Shileryilis Communiy Cheaie
CYPRESS CHAPEL AME Oranist Wealey AME Church. Shulervilie. South Carolina
ABBEVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA Adjhs nbiartwel (iayirg piare. 1

N 'I[I 'i MA] ©
-.a'- Jo 19
‘I.IHEHEAEE COMNECTIONAL MEMEERSHIP
L INCREASE THE VITALITY OF BCAM IN EVERY EPISCOPAL ISTRICT
3. PROVIDE LITURGICAL DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CONNECTION

4. CONTINUE TO PROMOTE AME ARTISTS
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2018

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer,

April 1, 2018

Lessen Title: He Has Risen

Lesson Seriptura: Luke 24:1-35

Printi Lluke 24:1-12 30-3%

Devetional Songs! #Christ the Lord is Risen Today [], #97 [1,
and & 233[]

Key Versa: “It is true. The Lard has risen and has appeared
toSimon® (Luke 24:34).

The 24" chapter of Luke centers on the witness of the
waomen. We can assume that the woamen knew where the
tomb was |located, as they saw loseph of Arimathea put
Jesus’ body inthetomb. Howeyver, we @nnot say the same
for the eleven apostles, but from the test as few as two of
them knew specifically wheres the tomb was lacated

The angels’ fAnal queston about |looking for the lwing
amongthe dead was a pood oneg; but the women did not
understand it. The women had not s=2en the resurrected
lesus yet and do not have an expectation to see Him alwe.
The hintta the mystery of Jesus’ missing body was shroud-
ed inthe queston that the angels ash.

Whan the angels state that “h= has risen”, they state an
important fact. The angelsthen ask the women to remem-
ber Jesus wards while He was with them in Galilee swll. The
cammentary states that these verses make upthe start of 3
poeticsandwich that uses the word remember,

The angels prompted the women about the words of Jesus
that should net hawve been forgotien ito begin with, The
cammentary speculates that they forgot Jesus’ most critical
wiords because they did notwish to believethem.

April 8, 2018

Lessen Title: The Risen Lord Appears

Lesson Seripture: lohn 21:1-14

Print: John 21:1-14

Devotional Songs; #3412, [[;#251[; and #2443 []

Key Verses: “Jesus said to them, 'Come and have breakfast”

None of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Whoareyou? They
knew it was theLlord.” (John 2113 .

In this week's |essen we are reminded that nething Is too
big or tos small for God. The Apostle Jahn's account of Je
sus's death and resurrechion is a streng reminderthat God
Is transferming our world back to the way He ahvays in-
tended it to be by owvercoming the sin and death that pak

lutes our lives. Inthis account Jesus, who was fram the dead,
meets His disciples by the Sea of Galilee. He surprised the
disciples with brealkfast and undergirds His promise o al-
weays proavide fortheir needs.

This lessortext jsthe beginning of a long narrative outlining
one of lesus' appearances after His resurrechion that was
recarded by lohn anly, The lesson text begins with John haw-
ing already gone owver the events fram the resurrechion day.
Finding lesus's tamb empty of His body, Mary M agdalane,
iold Peter and Johnihat Jesus's body had been taken, To see
forthemseles they ran to the tomb. Jesus, confirming He
wiassurehy raised fram the dead, appeared to Mary.

lesus @ppeared later that same day to His disciples while
they were in & locked room and appeared tothem laterthat
wieek again, He addressed Thomas that fime, as T homas was
absent befare. Thoamas' doubfng indicated that he needed
persanzaltangible evidence Jesus was really alive.

lesus’ appearance to Thamas is the 2zenith af John's Gaspel
based on Jesus’ statement that “Because you have seen me,
you hawve believed; blessed are those who hawe not.seen and
yet have believed”. John thentells us about the mamy other
miracles that Jesus did. These miracles make up the meat of
dehn's Gospel asreaders of it an put their faith in the risen
desus whom they have not seen with their eyas.

The commentary notes that this would be a good place for
this Gospel to end. Howewer, there s some unfinished busk
nasswith both the apostles generally and Peter particularky .

April 15, 2018

Lessan Title: Follew Me

Lessan Serpture: John 21:15 25

Print: lohn 21:15-25

Devotional Sangs: #525, [ #2558 [} and 243 []

Key Werses: "Simon son of Jehn, do you |eve me merethan
these? 'Yes, Lard’ he said, "vou know that | love you! Jlesus
said, Feed my lambs’” John 21:15).

Following his denial of lesus, Peter wept bitterly at having
denied Him. lesus, howewver, offered Peter a chance to make
a mmmeback. Peter had a chance to leave serrow and shamea
behind and entered a place of renewal in service tothe Mas
ter. Jesus' wordsto Peter and His challenge of service both
hawe somethingto teach us even today.

This lesson lopks &t the last eleven verses of the Gospel of

i eapiiivaiesy L e NI
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Church School Lesson Overview

Lot few g A
dahn. The background to this lesson is the fourteen werses
that made up the text of last week's lesson.

The main theme of this lesson is the image of a shepherd
watching over sheep, John draws frem this commen @ccupa-
fion asthe image dosely resemhblesthe experience af kiblical
peaple. Sheep and Shepherd are used to picture, inthe O d
Testament, the relafonship between God and His people,
especially in the 23" Psalm. The relanonship between God's
peaple, Israel, and their king is describable as sheep without
a shepherd. The term bad shepherds was used to describe
the widked |eadersof the people

lesusshowedthe range of His grace by a repeated exchange
with Peier. lesus gave Peter the chance to openly declara
three imes what he denied three imes during the trials of
Jesus. Howewver, Jesuswas not yet finished with Feter.

April 22, 2018

Lessan Title: The Lord God Almighty

Lesson Seripture; Aevelabton 4

Primt: Reveladon 4:1-6, 8-11

Devotional Songs: #3524, [C#77[]; and #243 []

Key Verses: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, 1o receive
glary and honor and pow=r, far you created all things, and
by your will they were created -and have their be-
ing:” [Revalation 411

This lesson uses 8 metaphor ta show Heaven in terms aof a
royal thrane. The king of Heaven and earth i5seated on the
throne. Those given access into the throne reom derve &
certain honer based an their dosenessto the one seated an
the thrane. Jahn does his best to describe what he sees aven
though the scene isovenwhelming far him.

The commentary describesthe bookof Revelaiion as a story
told by & narrator, @ narretive. The fac that it is a narra@ive
does not make it a made up story, A ot of factual history is
wiritter as a narrative. John told what Re saw in the visions
given ta him by Christ while he was =iiled anthe isle of Pat-
maos. A story, with many conneded scenes, is the best way
io read Revelaton.

Asthis weak's |lesson starts, John has stated already that “an
the Lord's Day ['was inthe S pirit.” lohnthen experienced the
vision of “someone like a son of man® just prier io receiving
lesus’ messages te the seven churches in the second, third
and fourth chapters of Revelation.

Church School Lesson Overview

April 29, 2018

Leszon Title: Blessing, Glary, Hanor Farewar

Lesson Scripturer Revelation 5:6-14

Prnt; Revelation 5:514

Devotional Songs: #3450, [[; %272 [|; and #243 []

Key Verses: "Wortly is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
pawerand wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and
glory and praise.” (Revelaton 5:13),

In this lessan we see that God is savereign and dedares, "My
purpose will stand, and | will do all that | please” in lsaiah
4610, God has the power to carry out His will in all things
and His plans are not to be frustreted. Humans are given free
will and are allowed by God to make and carry out their awn
plans for life, athough God reserves a final say onthe monse-
gquences. This is in contrast to the fickle and unpredicdable
actions of the pnddesses of fate. God's will coordinates with
hurman wills forthe results that God wants. These results are
consistent with the unchanging naturs of Gad.

The scroll had wrigng an both sides. That was not the way
scralls were writien in John's day. The scrall was probably
made of animal skins that had bean treated and it was sasier
to:write an the flesh side than on the fur side. The impres
sion that the saoll was overflowing with essenfial infor-
mation was given by wriingon both sides,

We alsa consider the eventual resultsthat God ensured will
happen. In the fourth and fifth chapters of Revelstion, John
saw the Lord seated on histhrane. A scrall sealed with seven
seals was in God's hand. The opening of the scrall would
show future events that “must take place afterthizs”

The scroll, instead of one seal had seven. God Himself
affized these wax seals and only sameone who has proper
autharity could breakthem, A seamch ensued thmugh Heaw-
en in attempt to find someone worthy to open this scrall, At
first no one was found of suitable authority, John was disap-
pointed and this disappointment mowed him to tears. John
wanted to know what was written anthe scroll and. he real-
zed this was why he was given acecess ta heawven, the scroll

wiould show what would happen on earth,

The faurth chapter of Revelation isthe start of John's visian
af the throne room, 115 majestc features and residents are
described, This includes the worship lead by living creatures
andthe elders bowed in warship. A song praising the wart hi-
ness af the Lord God to be warshiped ends the chapter, The
songis based enthe one who creates and keeps all things. It
is based on God.
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The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

March 24, 2018
Mareh 25, 2018
PMareh 35, 2018
March 19, 2018

harch 30, 2018

Mareh 31, 2018

April 1, 2018

April 12-14, 2018

April 13, 2018

INDRIC

SBHB District Conference, 5T. Jahn, Huntsville

Palm Sunday, Chureh Anniversary, The Reverand T. Eric Nathan, Guest Preacher, 10:00 a. m.
Gospeal Choir Explosien, Les High School, 5:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday, 6:00 p.m,

Good Friday
The Coammunity Geod Friday Service at 5t. Jehn, 12:00 Noon

Easter Epg Hunt and Extravaganza

Res urrection Sunday

Combined Sunrise Service—5t. Jlahn and Church Street CPCA, 6:00 a:m.

Christian Education Easter Program, 900 a.m.

Marning Worship, 10:00 2.m., Bishop Harry L. 3eawright, Preachar

Mirmth District Mid-Year Convecation, Danizl Payne Cammunity Plaza, Bimmingham, AL

AME Connectional Day of Prayer

That i jrou confess with paur mouth, "“fesusis Lord, ¥ and belizve in pour heart

thot God roised him from the deod, pou will be soved Romans 10:9
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ST. JOHN

A.M.E . Newsierrer ¥

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume23 Issued April 2018

Bishop Harry L Seawright Preached On Resurrection Sunday at 5t. John
By Bobby Adkins, ||

What a Fellowship! What a Joy Divine! Leaning an the Everlasting
o Lord. Praise God From Whorm ALL BLESEINGS FLOW!

5t. Jahin African Methedist Episcapal Church abserved the resur-
rection of our Lard and Saviar Jesus Christwith awanderful, spirit
-filled, and blessed celelramion on Easter Sunday, April L A
weehkend of services, that started with Maundy Thursday, fal-
lowed by multiple Good Friday services and Sunrise Service, cul-
minzted with a packed cangregation celebraing the Resurrec-
~ Won of Jesus Christ.

" The Easter Samice was led by Fastar Maurice Wright ||, with
Songs of Zion provided by the chair. The congregamanal hymn
wias "Praise God the Almighty “. The Rewverend Gloria Madison
led the church in prayer. The Rewverend Mernam Garerireadthe
scrpture, which was taken froam the Gospel of Luke 24:1-7,

Bishop Seawright peaches.

Follmwring a selecion framthe choir, Pastor Wright challenged the congregation by asking “Does anyone-herg know that He
Feigns?”

Sister Celeste Gilmare acknowk
edged the gift of Easter Lilies an
thealtar, and thoss loved onesin
whase honor they were presem-
ed.

Fastor Wright enthusiasically
fintroducad the leadership of the
Mth Episcopal District of the AME
Church, starting first with the
= Supendisor, the Reverend Sherita
Moon Seawrght. She offered a
lawing “Good moarning”, followed

Pastor Wnght presents BEbhopSeawright.

by “¥a'll hawing Church. | like thiskind of @rmying an®.

Upan introducngthe guest preacher, Pastor Wright told the congregaton that “| love
him! Everytime |walkin here |love him more.* (He was referringto the fact that Bish-
The Pevemnd Sherita MoonSeawrngh opSeawright appointad Pastor Wright ta 5t. Jahn) The 133rd elected and consecratad

add esses congregation. Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, The Right: Reverend Harry L Sea-

ELAE ME L




Bishop Harry L. Seawright Preached On Resurrection Sunday at 5t John

By Bobby Adkins, ||

Emther Pearson directs mass choir.

ket AT oot A

Finist by in da e during Easter S2rvice.

wright, was warmly received by the congregadion. The choir sang a3 musing rendimon of "He's Alne” which the Bishap

MinsEters serse communpniodeaco mess am stewandesses.

Afterthe Bishop conduded a powerful serman, Pastar Wright extend-
ed the Invitation to Chrstian Discipleship and aftenwards the church
prepared far communion.

It was 3 joyous Resumedion Day celebration and the 5t lohn AME
Church family was blessed to be part afthis service.

To Ged bethe glory!

acknowiedged as "one of his favorites at Sth
District meed ngs”.

Bishop Seawright stated that he iz ahways
happy to come to 5t John AME Church in
Hurtseille, stating “5t John, you all have a lot
going an! There |s nothing like being in-an
alive church on Easter Sunday.” Bishop Sea-
wright's sermon was entitled “Good News
fram the Cemetery.” He fooused an the cem-

@ etery asa "dreaded place to visit” but afiered

that thereis Hope coming fram the cemetery,
in the form of the Resurrection of lesus
Christ.

Aviewof the comgepatondunng worship.
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He Has Risen!
Bro. Bobby Ldkns

L On Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018, Saint John African Methodist Episcopal
Church hosted Church Strest Cumberland Preshyterian (CPCA) Churchfor a
Combined S5an-Rie Service to celebrate the Resurredion of our Lord and
Savior, lesus Christ! The theme for the ssrvice was “"HE B RISEN!, with
scripture taken from the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 16, Verse b, which reads
“But ke saidtathem, ‘Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
is crudified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.""

To support the com-
bined service, a com- |

bined Praise Team
The Fevemrd Shaw, Fastorwright, ard DroWalker ppened with a rous

ing rendiion of “YWe
Worship ¥You”, followsd by the mngregational hymn, “"He Les”, ThE;.
Reverend Dr. Mitchell Walker Sr., pastar of Church 5t. CPCA Church, |
gave awonderful Invocaton, capturing the spirit of the moment flood-
ingintothe aislz and througheut the church,

At the urging of Pastar Wright, 5t. John's Sister Jlamelia Bradford had

the great pleasure of introducing the guest preacher, the Reversnd

Greg Shaw Ir, the Assodate Pastor of Emanual Missionary Baphst

Church in Memphis, Tennessee, whe happens te be her father, Sister The c ombined ¢ hoirs sing durnng the service,
Bradford offterad a pesk inside the Shaw household when she and her

siblings were growing up, With great adoretion and respect, Sister Bradford credited her father with setbing awonderful ex-
ample for his children, while beinga leving husband, and an example to all as a dedicated and devated Man of God.

Afterthe mmbined choirs of 5t Johnand Church Strest provided amuoving selecion, "You are Worthy of my Praise”, the Rev-
erend Shaw stepped tothe podium and externded a “Good Mnrnlng‘“' reminding the cangregation an several oceasions that
“Itis_Sunday Morning” and stating that “l haven't been preachingfor lang, but | hawe known the Lord for most of his [ifa®.

The Reverend Shaw delivered a stiirring semmon embitled “Jesus Kept His Prom-

ise” with a sub-topicefIn Whom Do You Belisve”, which parallels the beliefs af

the AME Church contained within the “Apostles Creed”. The sermon scripturs

was taken from Mark 10:30-3%. The Rewverend Shaw spoke of the triune God,

“The Father, The Saon, and The Haly Spirit”. He spoke of Jesus asthe "Beloved
 Son, inwham | [God Believe”,

He asked the congregaton, “Why did the Son come? lesus was the only
i choice, as God is much too powerful and f He came down, we would all have to

die. Also, the Hoby Spirit muld not come, asthe Holy Spirtt had its own purpose,

to be left with believers asa Helper after Jesus ascends back into heaven, As

dohn 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world, that He gawa His anly begatien
San, so that whomever believed in Him, shall not perish, but have everdastng life. "

The Pevemad 5 b2 wdelie s the message.

The Reverend Shaw evalked sponianeous praisewhen he referenced Jesus through the lyrics of the sang “He's All Owver Me®,
Speaking af his church's combined choirs singing this sang, he mofoned that Jesus is “On my Right, He's an nw Left, He's in
the Front, He's inthe Back_-He's evar Me, He's underMe; and He'siwingdown inside...He's all swar Me!

Yes, the Haoly Spirit was all over the Reverend Shaw, and all over the combined congregaiions.on 2 blessed Resurrechion
Maorning. Hallelujah®
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Easter Program Presented by Christian Education Department

iy Lydia &5 he Owens

The 5t. John A.M.E. Christvan Education Department presented its annual Easter Pro- ﬁl
gram afterSunrise Service on Easter Sunday. The welmme was given by Shelby Yash-
ington, prayer by
Samantha Adkins,
and the scripture
wasread by ME
‘chael Clark.

Recitations were
. Ebven by Alijah and- Arivana¥ebb and AzyaTumey. lsai-
ah Wright rected a posm emitled “Love Owercame”

Several young people paricpated inthe skit "You Con't Howe Easter Withour. " The first ad of the skit focused on ALL of the
things people think they “need” far Easter. The cast creaftvely consisted of those “things" and each made their case far why
peaple could not have Easterwithout them. Zaria York and Joy Wright began with a short comersaton about what Easter
meant to them and ended by explainingto the rest of the cast that “they may WANT all af thoase things, however they did not
necessariby NEED all of them. In condusion—¥eu Con't Have Easter Withowt.....  JESUS!Y

The Cast Actors
Girll ... Z3nfa¥York
£ ] o R RN T Joy Wright
Easter Bunmy —... Christian Washington
Decomtion-——.... Demyn Gaode
Camdy1l ____ Kylie Washington
Candy @ ... Chloe Wilsan
Candy 3 ... Cayden ¥Wilsan
Begp oo g Jasmyne Rachelle
Basket ______. .. M ikayla Binfaord
Robin Sanderson

Haithyn McClungministered through spaken ward enfitled imagineg o King.

From there the program transtioned into & second skit which wasentitled Hove You Reoched a Ver-
dict?

This skit was centered anthe trial of Jesus the Christ. The trial was called to ardar by the judge as
the bailifl led the defendart [Jesus) into the courtronm. As Jesus lopked an in silence, the judge

. read the following charges: Sorcery , Witchorafi, Blasphemy, Being in the company of the dewil,
= Claiming to bethe Son of God,

Oncethe charges were read, the defendant listened as the prosecutor called the withnesses one by aone te testfy about the

eventsthat ledto thistrial, Throughout the entire trial, Jesus remained silent, He did not utterone sound. Finally, as the last
witness, Judas finished testifying, the “jury” was polled and the restis history__..

il ca et T)
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Easter Program Presented by Christian Education Department

iy Lydia &5 he Owens

I v sl e e )

Have You Reachad o Verdicr?

The Cast Actors
Judge Thalia Love
Prosecutar Cambridge YWilsan
Witnesses
Jacab [Pig Farmer) — Dayshin Turney
Bozz [Potier) Cortney Janes
Lazarus [Weaver) ... Shelby Washington
Kelsan Hill

Channing Ransom

Christan Washington
Members ofthe lury . Congregation

Thankyou Christian Education Department for investinginthe 5t. John youth and young aduls.

Easter Ege Hunt Enjoyed by Youth of the Church

After Easter Program rehearsalonthe Saturday before Easter, the children enjoyed an Easter Egg Hunt, food and games.
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St. John Commemorates Palm Sunday and 123" Church Anniversary
Nedra McDanlel and Bridget J. Floyd

=P OnSunday, March 257, &t the 10 a.m. worship sarvice, 5t. John recognized two signifi-

cant historical and religiously signficant events: Palm Sunday and the 133" Anniversary

— of the founding of 5t John AME Church. The Rewersnd Or. T. Eric Nathan, pastor of

Grant Chapel AME Church splendidly preached a serman interweaving the two signi-

cant events in the history of the Chrisiian Church and in5t. lohn's history. The spint-

filled service was enhanced by the music ministry including the Praise Team, Mass
Choir, 2nd musicians; as well as the Liturgical Dance Ministry.

The 5t_John Praise Team offered inspiratonal songs 3s people gathered farthe spedal
Pasto ryrig bt blesses the palms waorship service. ‘Afterthe Processional, Pastor Maurice Wright, |l led the blessing and
i distribubon of the palms. Lttle Miss

lessica Harbin led the Call to War-

ship, followed by prayer with Sister

Lillie Riwers, and liturgical dance by

the Dance Ministry. Brother lesse

Johnsan  read scripture  from

M atthew 16216 —19. Sister Barba-

Sf ra lohnson gave the occasion which

highlighted the history of 5t. lohn

Church, augmented by a wideo

Dr. Floyd serves am wo ship leader. presentation coordinated with the

Media Ministry, and narrated by Brather Ronald Melntosh.

Dr. Lee Williams, | authored and led the Anniversary Litarmy. Brother
and Sister Anthony and Claudinetie Purifoy — Fears welcomed
guests, gave announcemsnts and led offenary gpiving Pastar Wnght
introduced the preacher for the accasion, highlighting his recent ac- £
complishment of completng his docdoral studies and the close famil-
i@l annection betweenthe Nathan and Wright families.

Or. Nathan began by singing | Knowthe Lord Will Make a Way”. He

acknowledgedthe role of 5t lohn and several persons who played a TTHE T bl yaves! i 2 1hey sing

role in his development spiritual and ethereise as he matriculated at

Alabama A and M Unkiersity. Then this ministenal ‘son of 5t John' brought an inspirsional message blending Palm Sunday
and 5t. John's 133" Church Anniversary. Histext wasfrom Romans B, with
the #itle “From S ufiering to Glory”., He indicated that “Holy Week was a
trivector for Jesus”. Thatis, “Jesus went from hosanna, to cucify Him, to
suffering on the ooss”. Heurged listeners io consider the suffering during
this Holy Week, to cansiderthe suffering, and walk Holy Wesk in a new way
—considerthe suffering ofthe journey. He used the likened the triumphant
entry-of lesus to a “parede with one flaat.” He referenced the gory cine-
mabc representafion of “The Passian af Christ* and same responsas that
thisfimwas too gary-and could not betolerated by some/many. Howevar
the preacher encouraged refleciion on the “real” suffering af Christ and
gave averbal descripon of what was endured by this mian fwho knew that
his future held in terms of suffering and death). He noted that sufferingis a
real part of life. He alsa emphasized that the glory follows, and will surpass

f B L TR R R |
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St. John Commemorates Palm Sunday and 123" Church Anniversary
Nedra McDanlel and Bridget J. Floyd

P Rl e Al

the suffering,

The Reverend Nathan indicated that sometimes suffering is writtan over your face and in your countenance. He caumoned
against campanng suftering with the glory and noted “the balance of the account isin your favar i you are suftering far the
glory af Christ. Thers are things we must gothreugh because ‘ne crass, na oown''. Heimvokad the writings af Paul, in ne@ing
that suffering is only for @ mament — “"your light afflicen_ it iswarking for you®. He indicated that one must look farthat
which is unseen [eternall not the seen [temporary], He stated “Shifi happens” and encouraged those present to “shift fram
your suffering to belief in God and Glary”. K one shifts foous from personal suffering to the suffering of lesus and that this
suffering will result in 3 benefit and hope [salvation] that has been opened to those who make that “shit”. He emphasized
that knowingthat something is waitingin glory enables one to cope with the suftering

The preacher compared the suftering of Jesus during Holy Weekand the development of 5t. Jahn AME Church. He ofiered for
consideraion, that the process of staringthis church was certainly not without challenges/suffering. He compared 5t John in
its beginning time ompared ta thosethings that have accurred ever the many decades af its existence and the progressthat
has brought5t. John tothis moment. in fme. He inwmated that moreisto come_ . "eyes have not seen.” He urged, "Press
towamd the pree and the glory”.

Or. Nathan gave thetesimony delvemncafrem afinancial debt that-had to ba recondled before he could defend his disserta
tion. Atthe wmethat he learned of the debt stuation he became aware of a UMCF scholarship that he had recewed —an
amount greater thanthe debtitself. Hewitnessedthat “when your hand can’t handle it, God s workingit out”.

He queried, “Whenthe parade is aver, what side areyouon? When you sufer this week, will you be faithful?* He reiterated,
“If | suffer, I'll gain eternal life. Afier suffering comes the glary'™ He encouraged, “Be faithful*!

PastorWright transitioned the worshippers from the sermonte the invitation to discipleship with the singing of sang “When |
see lesus, Amen®,

St.John wasblessed with-a spiritually upliftingwarship sendice, blending the church anniversary with the marking of the trium-
pham start of a weekfor Jesus that culminated in glory after suffering. The spiritual theme/mrd mnthroughout the service - -
fram the pralse team and processional [“We've Come This Far by Faith) to the chorl songs of praise and adoration by chair
and congregation and for iturgical dance, 35 well as messagesthmough woard and songs by the clergy. The program parfice
pants were pracious intheir willingnesstao be a part ef the program and their contributions are greatly sppreciated by the ca-
chairs, Or. Lee Williams, || and Or, Bndget . Floyd, Spedal sppredadon s noted to Fastor Wright and to Dr, Mathan whao
preached farthis special service, a few days after defending his dissertation.

May God continue to bless 5t lohn
as it moves forward with thankful-
ness for its rich history, and faith-
fulmess-io serve the mmmunity by
spreading the pood news. Refiec-
Hon an the transion from suffer-
ing to glory during Haly Week, @n
be used at amy Wme that one
needs ta be inspired to shift faols
fremthetemporary tothe stemal

T (R Rl Eriiciis L]

Dr. Nathanand Pastor Wright Pastor Wrght, Mrs. Smithard cal. Smith.
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St. John MCAM Presented Gospel Choir Explosion

By Clarkie Bma ks

all choirs jpined together for the firmk - “Total PaEe”

“_lsanyone happy? Letthem sing songs of praise.” Uames 5:13.)The Reverend Maurice and the
Reverend Joretha Wright exdaimed during theirpre-Gospel Ecplosion interview with W1AB news
caster, Erica Fos Washington, that gospel festvals of yvears ago gave Christians an apportunity to
mmetogether in audacious praise and celebrafion, This custom hasfaded and they wers excited
that the upcoming Gospel Choir Bdplosion, produced by 5t. John AME Music and Christian Arts
Ministry (M CAM), would bring choirs from local churches to the stage. The Edplosion was to be
held Sunday afternoon March 25, 2018, 5:00 p,m. at Lee High School Auditarium.

4
“Biock music unonimously recregtes the Universe each time thot thought 5 trongformed into

b’ 1 The spedal guest arfist and mistress of ceremony was the first winner of BET's *Sunday Bast,”
Crystal Alkin. She is alsa the sister of Pastar Wright, Crystal ignited the auditerium’s packed audfe
ence with Praise and Warship accompanied by the New Beginnings Praise Team. Crystal's mag-
nedic persona illuminated those present- she was in herelement of Praise Musicand the Stage.

The Wrights prepame for
mRd i intereiew.

“The function of the music 5 to mise bath pegormer and oudience far abawa
The routine emotion; even the eiderly throw oway their sticks ond donge. *”

| Pastar Wright and First Lady offidally introduced the renowned arist far the evening.
Crystal then sang with the amaing recording group “In One Accord.™ The next choir
group was the host choir, 5. lohn AMEC directed by Mr. Reggie Pearson. M usic was fol-
lswed again from “In One Accord” and filling the stage afterewands was the All Natons

S Worship Assembly Choir. They brought the house down.

L AT RS O TR W)
Guest a st Crystal &ikin
presents ¢ boirs

* Frances Beby African Music, “A People’sArt.” 1968
“John Lovell, “Blank Song.” 1972
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St. John MCAM Presented Gospel Choir Explosion
By Charkie Bma ks

Jl iimaasnd fhvant e X

Durngthe intermissian Pastor Wnght and Reverend Ritathanked all for their presence and expressed delight in the sense of
happiness and togetherness the ocsion had manifested. They recognized dignitaries, special vistors and guests. He again
thanked songstress Crystal for sharing her gifis of music, Pastor Wright announced thatthe purpose of this effort wasto alse
give backto the cammunity and premete community programs. Maonetary awardswere made to the followingorganizations:
The Harris Hame for Children, The hy Cemer Foundation, Big Brother Big Sister of NMorth Alabama, Alabarma ARM University,
Floyd E. "Tut” Fann Home, M ae Jemison High School Baseball Program and the &' Episcopal District Job Training Program.

“‘Music senvesife inall its manifestofons. Theunborn, the fving and the physically dead are served by muslc,” '

Fellonss hipof Faith C hakr

st. Johm AMEC Mass Choir Unin Clapelna. B. Churh Choir
The choral performances continued with the same slashcity asthe preceding choirs. Beaunful selections were presentad by

Union Chapel M. B. Church Chaoir, 5t Mark Bapi'st Church Choir, 5t. Bartiey P.B. Churdy Chaoir, Fellowship of Faith Choir, and
the New Hope Community Chair

Special acoolades wers expressed farthe mighty musical professionals who directed and accompaniedthe varnous chaoirs. Spe
cial remgnifton was givan to 5t. John members who gave financial support for the oncert. The applause that followed was

thundering and resaunding.

At this ime all the chaoirs gathered on the momentous stags forthe |nvitation to Christan Discipleship and the singing, as &
thousand voices, af the beautful renditon of “Total Praise”. The Gospel Eaplosion ended with & thundering Benediciion by

Pastor Maurice Wright.

Alfred Paster-“The Ropts ofSoul”. 1982
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Reverent Service Commemorated the Last Supper
By Parre B White head

St. John AMEC observed Maundy Thursday an March 23" at 5 00PM with a
wary reverant service of remembranee that induded several musical selec
fions by the Praise Team wha fervenily sang both hymns and praise songs.
Maundy Thursday is the Christan holy day falling on the Thursday before
Easter. It commemorates the Maundy and Last Supper af lesus Christ wath
the Apostlesasdescribed inthe @mnanical gospels.

Pastar ¥Wright led the Call to Worship and membersof the clergy staft assist-
ed with the service through the offering of prayer and the reading of scrip-
ture. The meditahon was given by Pastar Wright with the text taken from
John 13:38

Officers amd ministers wash the feet of mrembe s,
The focus was humility, even though Jesus knew that God, The Father, had

giwen Him authaorty ower everything, He sill chose ta walk His earthly journey with abedience and humility . Jesus knew that
not only was He from God, but that He would also returnto God. Inthe text, lesus proceeded to
wash the feet of Hig disciples as an-ad of humility, Likewise, in remembrance, Pastor Wright

ﬂ wiashed the feet af the clergy stafl and those in afdendance.

The footwashingwasfollowed by a solemn partaking of ameal commemaoraiingthe Last Supper.
The meal induded:

*  |amb-—Symhbolicaf Christ, The Passover Lamb
* Birter Green Herbs - Symbolic of the Sufferingof Chnst

& Applesauce and Raisins — Symbaolic of the marar which the Hebrew slawes ussd during
their servituds,

*  Unleavened Bread —5Symbolic of the Broken Bady of Christ
®  Choice of Grape Juice or Wine —Symbolic of the Bloodthat lesusShed

The meal com mema EHRg

We should be ever mindful that Jesus went to Calvaryfor one reason_. TO SAVEUS. Thank God for Jesus!

“A paw command [ gie you: Love ans anothar, As | hove lovagd you, 5o pou must love ons anather,
By thic sverpone will know that you are my deciples, if you love ang onothar “ John 13 :34-35

Pastor Wright Preaches at Eagles’ Nest Ministries Church
Good Friday Evening Service

Inaddman to preachingthe seventh WORD at the noonday Good Friday Service, Pastar ¥Wright
preached the first WORD atthe Friday evening service at Eapgles' Nest Ministries. Church where
Bishop Daniel I. Richardsan is host pastar.

Father, forgive them faor they know nat what they are doing Luke 23;34

-4
1‘||_Thank you, 5t John, faryour support af this semice.
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St. John Hosted Church Street CPCA Good Friday Service
By M edra M cDianial

The Church Street Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America Annual
Good FAday service was hosted by 5t John AME Church thisy ear. Church
Street is in the midst of building a new churchat theirold locamon, across
(the street fram 5t. John. Dr. Mitciell M. Walk er is the Pastar-Teacher and
Cr. Henry Bradford, Jr. is the Pastor Ementus. Musicians and ushers fram
Church Strest served during the ssrvice. The Daughtars of Zion Dance
' Ministry from Walley Fellowship Church in Huntswville, Alabama ministered
in dance to the sang "0ld Church Choir.” Mother Brenda Lewis of Church
|Street gave the welcome, ol to warship and offerad the prayer of imo-
| cawian. The congregational hymn was “The Old Rugged Cross” Special
i riusic was rendered during the service by the Reverend Dr. lanetie C.
— == M Kotey and The Voices of Cakary. They sang a8 medley of “At the Cross”
or. Michellwalkeraddesses woshippers, "Ma Greater Llove,” and "kt Was Mot the Nails That Held Him to the
Cross.” Seven preachers fram diverse churches in the Huntsville cammunity
brought messages ifive to seven minutesin length) ontheirassigned “saying fram the cross”

Or. Kotey and The Voices of Cakary The Daughters of Zion Dance Ministry

The Reverend Paul l. Allen of Frst Christizan Chureh speke anthe passage fram Luke 23:34. In this passage lesus prayed for
forgiveness forthose who were crucifying Him. The preacher said that Jesus was full of compassion rather than anger. Like-
wise, he said, beligvers should live out the mercy received fram God and remind themsehes to speak out against evil and can-
frant it in a8 spirit of compassian and mercy. He concluded with the admaonition to "forgive others because Gad has fargiven

-

Us.

The Reverend Minon MeCricklard, Associate Rector Church of the Mativity-Episcopal spoke onthe passage from Luke: 23:43,
He stated that Jesus’ words in response to the thief who hung beside Him were of kindness and mercy. Jesus oftered him a
place in paradise.He noted that the central factor of paradise is not just beauty and health, it is abowt restaaten. The preach
ernoted that'these wards were not onbk forthe thief an'the cross, but "We are invited into paradise (restoratian) with Jesus *

Elder lames Meaney, Paster, Saint Bartley Primitiwe Baptist Church brought a message fram John 26-27. He began by talking
about family distincion thmughout the Bible, startingwith Adam and Bve. He noted that ane of the strangest relafionships
was between lesus and His family. He said that in the third saying on the crmass Jesus clarified the relswonship of family . Elder
Mooney gave three points on this relaiionship: 1 While the relatonship with the Heawvenly Father is priority, relationship with
family is important. 2. Theasloglcally, Jesus did not came to abalish the law, but te fulfill. 3. Pracocally, when one has suftered
great loss, God will place peoplein their Ives to walk with themthmughthe burdens of life.

Ly L TR R i
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5t. John Hosted Church Street CPCA Good Friday Service

By Medra M claniel

el e e 0 )

The Rewerend Jennifer Davis, Co-Pastor, New Beginnings Christian Chureh delivered awaord from: M atthew 2746, She called
this sayinga “Why moment?” She noted that manmy hayve had seme agonizing and soul-searching imeswhenthe queston is
ashed “Why?. Many of these imes God does not give an answer. She said that in this case, persons should quote God's
word and trust Him, She said oane may ask "How could Jesus be separated from Ged?” She concluded with the answer
“Berause Hewasforsaken, we do not have to be farsaken®

The Reverend Rita Wiggins, Pastor, Madison Worship Center — Madison, Alabama, was assigned the 6 saying with text
dohn 19:28. Addressing the queston af how Jesus, who was fully God and fully man, could be thirsty she said He did so to
fulfill the scripture. She noted thatthis was the first word about His personal suffering. Again, she posed the question, how
could He who spoke [fe into existence and said He was LivingWater be thirsty? Again, she came backto this statement baing
to fulfill scripture. As it relatesto belisvers, the Reverend Wiggins said “"He thirst sa that we would never have to be thirsty
fartruth. On Sunday He beame a pushing spring of Living Water.”

The Reverend Or, David B. Freeman, Senior Pastor, Weatherly Heights Baptist Church delivered a message from John 15:30.
He began by splaining how the Greek for “lt |s Finished" is one word, tetelestai. He further explained how tetelestai was
used in Jesus' daywhenworkwas finished, and that Jesus chose thiswerd onthe crossto indicate the mission was camplet-
ed. |t was a cry of triurnph, mission accomplished. He concluded by stating that tetelestai was used becauss lesus handed
Himself backtothe Onewho sent Him.

{The: Reversmd Maurice Wright I, Servant Paster, 5t lohn AME
Chureh brought the last word from Luke 23:46. He =aid Jesus finished
just as He started; forgive them, into thy hands | commend my spirit:
Pastar Wright shared how the last words af those who are dying re-
flect the persan, some are at peace and others die struggling and in
ctorment. He highlighted that Jesus died of His own power - He gave
¥ His |life- He chosethe moment that He would take up the ghost. Pas-
| tnr Wright notated that 2s Jesus died praving to His Father, believers
ineed to be more diligent in prayer. His mncluding statements were
"He died trusting. He died committing His spirit backto God. He diad

. | submitting to. God. Given what Jesus did, we must submit’ our ways to
God. He died remembering whose hands He was actually in. There are
no better hands thante beinthe hands of God."

Pastar Wright preachss the seventh Waord,

Follewing these seven powerful messages, the invitation to discipleship was offered, remarks were made by Dr. Waller and
the Benediction was given. This annual serviceset the anacipaiion forthe celebraion on Resurreciion Sunday, He Livest
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St. John Hosted District Conference
By Btber Clitton Pilker, 51. John's dekgate 1o the DEtrict Canfeence

= O Saturday March 24, 2018, Saint John AME Churdh
served as the host church far the Distrid Canference and
Leadership Skills Clinic af'the South Birmingham Hurtsville
Bessemer District af the Narthwest Alabama Conferance
of the Minth Episcopal Districi of the African Methodist
Episcapal Church. Presiding Elder Albert Hyche served as
the presiding officer farthis swent.

1 The day started inthe 5t John fellowship hall with the

I- kitchen ministry serving up a hearty and delicious break-

fast to all artendeeswhile Presiding Elder Hyche conduct-

AM.E. C§ ed his Pastors' Council meetng. The Conference then

. l-tlﬂnln Elhma g REH moved tothe sanctuary forthe welcome and official open-

‘ .@ """""""“T':""H'I.ll W ing by Presiding Elder Hyche, followed by the business ses

i et " sion and arganizaton of the Distria Conference. Sister

Fresiding Eldar Albert Hyche addresses the Conference. FaasAe AR W EIEﬂEd.iEEEtEw AL INE e

ence. Twe marshals were appointed, and the Rewverend

gy Fox was appointed as reparter to the Chrisnan Recorder. Next

amethe roll call of churches and cerbficaton of delegates. |n-

|troduchon of new pastors) ministers in the District and their
]:i spouses took place.

|
E/ At approximately 10 am Marning Worship began with Retred

Fresiding Elder Myers Hawskins delivering a spirit-filled message
that blessed everyane,

The Conference mowved ta the Huntsville Board of Realtars at

around 11:30 a.m. where lunch was served by 5t. lehn kitchen

ministry, After lunch everyane assembled together for Leader-

ship Skills Clinics. The first clinic: The Dutes and Responsibilimes

of Stewards and Trustees in the African Methodist Episcopal

Rztred Elder Hanerkins delivaers the message. Church was moderated by 5t lohn Steward Or. Jeanetie Jones.

Other members of the panel were ministers: The Rewverends,

Sammie Melms, Bruce Y. Hunter, T. Eric Nathan, Anre' R. Faush; laty:5isters Dorothy Davis, Leverne M cReynolds, Or, lean-
ette lanes and Brother Hodges Washington.

Leadership 5 kills Clinic || focused an Administrative Matters andthe presenterswereSisters Thomasing lackson and Charlie
M. Bvans.

Leadership Skills Clinic 11l focused on the role of the Allen Christian Fellowship (ACF inthe African Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The conference was adjourned around 3 pm with a clasing prayer and dismissal by Presiding Elder Albert L. Hyche.
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St. John AME Church Embarks on Its First International Mission Trip
Realizing the AME Connechion in Port of Spain, Trinidad

By Jeanette Jones

Mermbers af 5t John AME Chureh in Huntsville, Ala-
bama traveled with Servant Pastar Maurice Wright |l
and Bdecutive Minister the Reverend Joretha Wright
- to Fort of Spain, Trinidad. The delegation realized
the AME Connecwional Church Legacy as we wor
shiped in unisan with fellow AMEs during the Wind-
~ward Islands Annudal Conferenes in Port of Spain,
" Trinidad. This was an eccellent opportunity for 5t.
lehn, Huntsville, Alabama members to interact with
mermbers of the Annual Conference atiending from
Trinidad, Tobaga, Barbados and Grenada. ¥WWe were
all on one accard.

| Led by the Rewverend M aurice Wright |1, members of
S5t. John AME Church travelled te Trinidad to parici
pate in the Windward Islands Annual Conference of

The5t.John delegstion with Bishap Herning Byfisld. the Affican Methadist Episcapal Church and to inter

act with lacal residents. We participated in the war

ship and praise, which was a spirit-flled, jeyful e<perience. The Annual Canference |
was held at Metropoltan AME Church in Port of Spain, where the Reverend Godfrey W "
E. Mitchell served as the host pastor. Bishop Anne Henning Byfield presided,

The Huntsyille delegation left on Manday, March 5, 2018 and retumed on Munda?,‘
March 12, 2018 Servant Fastor Wright preached st the Ordinadon Service an Satur-
day, March 10, 2018 during the Conference and served as-a guest lecturer for the
Conference Inswtute on March 9, 2018 at the invitalion of Bishop Anne Henning By-
field, The Presiding Prelate of the 16th District af the African Methodist Episcapal
Church. The theme of the Annual Conference was Ascand and Soar “but those who
hope inthe Lord will renew their strength; they will soar on wings like eagles” lsaiah
40:31. 5t . John members were able tovisit the local AME churches, interact with the

AL ETRICT 1
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members and provide schoal supplies and
back packs forthe elermentary school stu-
dents. The conferance insatute induded a very interadive discussion on “Effecave
Leadership” Pastor Wright emphasized that you must be willing'ta woerk hard;
launch out o the deep, you cannot stay on familiar grounds; you have got to step
out, but be honest with yoursell and athers. When you are blessed, yau can and
must blsssathers.

Schoal kids

A highlight of the Conference was a wonderful Ordinafion Service where the Rever-
end Maurice ¥Wright || delivered an sutstanding sermon erfitled "Be Thankful for
Your Scars” with text from Galalans 6:17. The scars remind you that you have
come through something and survived! Scars also remind us that God @an heal and
they remind ustao wharm yau beleng During the Confersnce Bishap Byfield and
members of the conference prayed foarthe Wrght Famih.

While in Trinidad, we visited some of the key sites as we travelled through Par of

A amidmandil il eiger A1
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John AME Church Embarks on Its First International Mission Trip
Realizing the AME Connechion in Port of Spain, Trinidad
By Jeanette Jones

ATAATRE T AR e
Spain, a beaunful diy with a variety of
breath taking sites and lots of histarcal ine
formaton, old Widarian bulldings and Par-
liament. Some of the main places were the
Queen’s Park Savannah, Gowemment
House, Botanical Gardens, Emperor Valley
Zoo, Magnificemt Architecture, and numer-
ous types of religiods buildings. As we left
Fort of Spain, we treveled to the southern
part af Trinidad and wisited “Pitch Lake",
which is not a lake of water, but-a drive in
lake that supplies a8 never-ending supply of
asphalt te the world for roads. The Trinidad
Fitch Lake is ane of the natural wonders of
. I the waorld, We later travelled through the
E_ L I . . mountaing, dropping down to the beautful
; cocanut tree lined blue waters of Maa@s
Beach, where we had a surpnse pary for
the Reverend Joretha “Rita” Wright at Crew's Inn, as she celebrated 8 milestone birthday. Durreturn toak us through S anta
Cruz Yalley, which was ance filled with cocoa and cofies plantabtions; and overthe Lady Young Road where we stoppead ta en-
joy & panoramicvigw of Port of Spain 2and purchased souvenirs:

{'right preaches @t the Confare e,

The adventurous 5t. John delegation incduded Stewardess Charlsie Brooks, Stewardess Juanita Washington, Trustee Hodges
Washington, Steward Abbiegail Hugine, 5t ewsard leanette lones, the Reverend Joretha Wright and Pastor Maurce Wright |L

The experience at the Windward |slands Conference is best described with the theme ofthe 16" Distria, “OVER AND BEYOND
OUR IMAGINATION': Ephesians 3:20. /

C hnst AME Church membe s

-
"i 1 ¥ e o Pastor and Rev. Wright
= s (A at Mountain Overkook

Pey Rimarm Pey. Cara Perkins, Comfereme PRAE: TRam
Diector 16th Detrct YPD,

Payerc ircle with Chnst AME
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Dr. Jeanette Jones Receives The Jarena Lee Herstory Award

as Pioneering STEM Educator
By TonyaPerry

| Dr. Jeanette Jones, Distnguished Professar at
‘Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical Unmersity
(AAMUY and beloved Steward and member of
L5t John African Methodist Episcopal [AME)
Church, Huntsville, Alabama, was recently hor-
ored as the recipient of The Rewverend Jarena
| Lee Herstary Award as a Fioneering STEM Edu-
cator at the First Jarena Lee Herstory Awards
Brunch held on March 3, 2018 in Birmingham,
Alabama. The Awmards Brunch, which was in-
spired by the pianeering spirit of the Reverend
Jarena Lee, who in 1819 became the first wom-
an allewed ta preach in the AME Church, was
hosted by the MNirth Episcopal District’s Women
in Ministry. The larena Lee Herstory Awards
Brunch is an annual ewent designed to. recognize
pioneering women frem multiple sphers of
influence who embody the piongerng and cau-
ragenus spirit of the Reversnd Jarena Lee. Dr. Jones was honored far her Pioneering Contributions in 5TEM Educaton based on
her graundbreaking and sustained natonal prominence within the STEM arena. Other exceponal women whao received The
Reverend Jarena Lee Herstory Awrard included Bishop Teresa lefierson-5norton, Presiding Prelate, Fifth Episcopal District, CME
Church, and The Honorable Wivian Figures, Alabama5tate Senatar.

Having earned her Ph.D.in Batany/Medical Mycolegy from The Ohio State University, Dr.- Janes.is aveteran member of an ex-
tremely exclusive and wery elite group of African American women in 5TEM-=in awvery real sense, Or. lones is the AME Church's
own Hiddan Figure Through the effaris of Dr. Jones and atherwoamen inSTEM , the numbers af women entering 5TEM careers
have increased exponentally over recent decades. Throughout her tenure of service at AAMU, Or. Jones has tauvght, funded
and mentored countless students and junior faculty, Her investment inthe success of students and junior faculty has resulted
in the successiul matriculaion of students through doctaral pregrams, allied health pragrams, dental and medical schonls and
their subsequent entry-inta meaningful careers in the STEM disciplines.

Dr. lanes has served the University in varinus c@pacites induding Prafessor, Direcior, ¥ice-President of Research and Spor-
sared Programs, principal imvesiigator of estramurally funded projects, graduate advisor, health careers advisor, Faoulty Sena-
tor and University Trustee. Through her various leadership rales in the broader academic community, Or. lanes has brought
nabonal recagnition tothe University, These roles include being an MIH Extramural Associate from 1989-2006 as well as serving
onthe United States Amy Sdence Board from 1993-2011 Dr. Jones is the founding Direcor of the Biomedicl, Behavioral and
Envimnmental Health Research Certerthroughwhich she pursues and manages imerdisciplinary edtramural research, As Presi
dant atfthe Faculy Senate and member ot the AAMU Board of Trustees, OF. Jones is closely invableed in the life af AAMU and
quite instrumental in influencing the visionary direction of the inswtution. In 2017, Or, Jones' stellar caresrled to her appoint-
ment by President Andress Hugine, Ir.o and the AAMLU Beard of Trustees as the University's first Distinguished Professor. Or.
Jonesisamember of The Unks, Inoarperated and is alfeime member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Somrity, Incarporated.

Ag a chiurdh Steward and longstanding rmember of 5t John AME, Dr. lones has 3 well-earned reputation far not only being a
respected STEM educatar but also for belng a faithful and commitied seryvant of The Chirch and |ts membersthroughout the
Minth Episcapal District and beyond.

S5t. Jahn AME joins with the Ninth Eplscopal District’s Women in Ministry in c2lebm®ngthe sicepmonal achlevements of Dr,
leanetie lanes, 2018 Reverend larena Lee Herstory Award recipient! Cangratulat’ons Or. Jones!
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Finance Corner
By Biobby Ldhins

MNew to the Workforce? You should be saving for retirement now.

Sty-six percent of Millennials have nothing saved for retrement, Accordingto the Nabonal Inswtutz on Retrement Security,

mast Millennials are net an track when it comesto saving for retrerment. A March 6, 2018 review af the indings indicate

there is a deeplytroubling trend underway af Millennials not saving for reirement at anything deseto reasonable rates, fac-

toring in wage and salary trends and contribution data from pardcipatng employers. In reality, this should come as na sur-

prise. After paying bills, nt and making student loan payments, there is often not much [ef ower each month for young peos-
ple, many of wham entered the workforece at a ime af stagnant wages
and high unemployment. Though unemployment numbers have
dropped consistently ower the last nine years, wage growth has not
accompanied the increases in employment, thus limitingthe ability 1o
cantribute for young workers.

But = new report shews just kow far off track they might be. About
66% of people between the ages of 21 and 32 hava absolutely nothing
saved for refiremeant, accordingto the Natonal Insiitute on Rewrement
Security. The report is based on Census data collected in 2014 "l see
in praciicethat a lot of us are putingrefirement down the goal prority

list, in favor of paying off student debt ar buying homes,
The Mifennial Money Fis.

said Douplas Boneparth, a cerified financial planner and author of

Waling to save could sipnificantly delay refrement. You'll be missing out on valuable years of compounding returns. ™| knoes
it will delay your ability to advieve financial independence;" Boneparth said. “But how are you going ta tell sarmeone who has
g child that saving in 2401k ismare imporiant than theirimmediate needs?

But nat all 83 million Millennials are behind. Abéut one-third-are sawing for refirement. Most have less than 520,000 but
same have much more, The average account balance is 567,891, accordingto the repart. Ifthey are saving, it's likely their em-
ployer oflers a retirement plan, like a3 401K . Morethan 3% of Millennials wha are eligible far aworkplace retirement glan
are saving. That's about the samie parBcipalion rate as older generalions.

But Millznnial warkers in particular ofien find they don't meet the eligibility requirements for @ 4010k even F their employer
offers one. Sometmes they don't work enough hours;, ar emplayers
require themto workfer a certain amount of ime before they qualify.

About 25% of Millennials said they were not eligible to pariicipate in
an employer-sponsored redrement plan becauss of their part-fime
status. Loosening these eligibility gqualificamons would increase the
number of Millennials saving for retiremant, the report said, OF
course, people @n save for retirement without an employer spon
sared plan. Most peaple are ellgible far Tradional ar Roth IRAs, which - “f #
also offer tax benekits for redrement savings. o, it

=
These findings are cantained in new research from the Natonal Insatute on Retrement Security (NIRS), “Millennials and Re-
wirement: Already FallimgShort,” authored by Jennfer Brown, MIRS manager of research. “Financial experts recommend that
Millennials set-aside 15 percent or more of theirsalary for refirement, which iz amuch higher rule of thumb than recommean-
dations far previous generaiions. But we find that Millennials’ average refirement savings rate, including empleyers’ matching
cantributions, isten pereznt aftheirsalarns,™ Brown explained.
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Chloe and Cayden Wilson Named
Youth of the Month for March

Chloe and Cayden Wil-
son baoth attend Madi-
son Elementary. They
are inthefirst grade,

i Their hobbies include:
singing, dancing  (The
“Dance Compamy, 3rd
|year students) and 5t
Ylohn AME Dance Minis
‘try, soccer,  baseball

| {Chlog) and gymnastics
{ (Cayden). Cayden loves
anything princess ‘and
they both love playing
with dolls,

The twins are members
of 5t Jlohn AME and they
are adive members in
the childrer's chaoir,
dance ministry and children's church.

Chokam Cawlen Wikon receie
Yo uth of the Mot b &ea

Future poals include their contnuous acadermic growth. They
alsa plan to incorporate sang and dance in their future
goals! When Cayden grows up she has plans of becaming &
princess and Chloe wantsto play basketball,

They are the daughtiers af Robert and Shavla Wilsen. They
are the granddaughters of M. Karen Minar,

Upcoming Election Information

Sratewide Primary Election

Junz 5, 2018

Statewide Primary Runeff Elzctan
July 17, 2018

Mid-Term Election
Statewide General Election
Movember 6, 2018

Absentes ballot applicasons may be obtained from
Mrs. EvaSmith or Ms. Barbara Johnson ar anling at hps://
sos.alabama gov/alabama-votes/voter/absantee-voting

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

OUR GIFTS COME FROM ABOWE

“Every pood and perfect gift is fram abave coming down from
The Fatherafthe heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows”

James 117 (MIY)

Do wou think about the financial gifts yau make to the church
and the gifts you sharewith ethers lessfanunate? A stay-at-
home mom, says she knew that it is a great value in giving or
serving in so mamy other ways even i she ould not provide
much financial suppor to those in need. She woluntesred
and helped others as she rould. However, their anly income
came from her husband. As the colledion plate passed her
each Sunday she felt wistful because she could not share as
shewished.

As she prayed about her circumstances and as the mlledion
plate passed and she placed their small dona@on init, she sud-
denly felt a symbolic part of the eftering. Asthefamily enve-
lape was placed in the plate, it hit her that lesus daes the
same thing in aur lwes. Bvery gift we have—finances, ome,
health, rela@onships, talents—comes from Him. He entrusts
each gifttous and allows usto give them back as our effering.
As lesus views the many needs af the warld. He could directly
gsend provision to each person without our involhemeant. Yet
often, He gives us the blessing of being part of His answer,
Weare not the source of grace or wisdom, but He puts His
resaurces inte our hands o that we can touch them brigfly
andthen pass them along

Hopefully, this idea m@n gpive you a new perspectve on bless-
ings that come inta your life. You can thank Him and then
ook for awayto share.

Let His resourcesto our “Bi-monthly Soup Kitchen" become a
part of your extended donation of service and giving, We
would welceme small denadions and even food itemsto help
feed the many who come for food. Please check with the
Soup Kitchen Ministry workers to see what supplies they can
use.

Mote: The nest #me you receive g gift, a paycheack, or some
aother blessing, ask lesus to show you awayie passthat bless-
ing alongto semenne glse,
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STIOHNAME: Growing Boys 2 Men!

By Bobby Adlars

Aga kid growing up in Narth Missizsippl, | watched my parants work avariety of jobs, st the most extreme hours, and in @
racially charged environment, to make a good livingfor their kids. | imaginedthen, in the mid-15870s that:life as a bladd man
in Americawould impreve dramatically as | got older. | aften said, “There's noway I'm goingto dathe things my father had
todoto makealwing'. Well, |'waspardally right, | haven’t had to do many of the things my parents did, but ther= is sall ane
thing we have in commaon regarding hard wark. payingwhatthey and athers refer to asthe “Black Tax". "Black people hovs
to work ang perform o regulor tosk twice g well os white people in order to get hoff ox much reoognition, * says lames Burge
inthe artide "Young, Block and Living in Trump’s Americo”, written by David ¥i, of the website Yery Good Light.

To munter this “tax”, my parents pushed me to get inveled in a numbar af youth achviies, many sponsared by our local
church. These edperiences enabled me to develop leadership and public speaking skills, @nd to grow camfortable interading
with community leaders and church officials. The responsibilities geined from being an usher, singing in the choir, and
attending Bapt'st TrainingUnian (BTU) svents helped shape who | would eventually become. A5 such, | committed my santo
= church youth actvities from ‘an early age. As leaders, it is imperatve that we
Py . provide a safe and dynamic avenue for our boysto grow inthe canstam face

=1 of the daily adversmies of [ife foryoung men of colar,

At 5t Jahn AME, Pastar Maurice ¥Wright || and the ministry leaders are com-

mitted ta reshaping and leveling the playing field by providing our Young

Men with the opportunity te grow inte solid and successful Christian Black

Men, ard to become a part of the next wave of Fortune 500 Leadership can-

didates and community leaders. The Youth Ministry at 5t John AME is work-
Cingavermmetao previde opportunity faroauryoung men.

l‘ - i Here is the reality as written by Tamika Thampsan's Towis Smiley Reparts;
Fac Shest Dutcomes far Young Black Men, Behind every fact isaface Be
ST HYAN AME offers a0 oppo rtanity forone Teenage Boys  [ind evary stalistic is a story. Behind every catch phrase is a young person
o develop inte Spirit Filled a ml Exce phional Yo ung Men. . . P— : : :
. whose future will be lonst f somethingisnot done immediately to change his

Fram L za A, Youth Lishars : Michaa! Clark, Dansel Hoygood, 5 1 Y ]
Ekra- Whitishinaed & erdl Avibhinimy Hehh or herreality. And when it comesto young, Africean Amercan men, the num-
bers are staggernng and the reality is soberng. "Too Important to Fall! 5o

ing Americo’s Boys™ by Tanis Smiley offers grim statishics associated with youngboys of calar.

E4% of African Americans graduste from high school, compamed to morethan three quarters of white and Asian stu-
dents.

The tealfth-grade reading scores ef African Armerican maleswere sipnificantly leveeer than those far menand woamen
acrossevery other rmoal and ethnic group.

The incarceranon ratesdisproporiionately impact men of color:1in every 15 African American men are incarcerated
incomparisante 1in every 106 white men,

Aceording te the Bureau of Justce Statisiics, one inthrea black men @n expectto go ta prison in their lifetme.
Young Black men — across the board — score below their countarparts in ather racial and ethnic groups swhen it
comes to graduafion rates, literacy rates and college preparedness.

And many African American men, inturn, are virtually lacked out of employment and ‘are filling up the nation’s pris
onsin disproporiionate numbers.

5T JOHM AME ministries, such as Kingdom HKids, Media, Music and Fine Artz, Sons Walking a Generation EWAG), and the
Young People's Division af the WMS offer aur young men a mnge of options to aid intheir development. These ministries
also after parents an aflordable pathway to augment the sipnificant work they are perfarming shaping these young men into
contributing adults, and defying the trends listed abeve. Wa salute the many young black beys of 5T JOHN AME that are
changing the exishiing narrave and growing in Christ fram “Boys 2 Men®.
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Lovely Girls Ministry: Girls Night Cut; “ A Wrinkle In Time"

By The Reverand Rita Wright, First Lovely and Executive Minister

-l = Interesingly, Madeline L'Engle’'s “A Wrinkle in Time" was al-
s most never published. Itwas rejected for beingtoo leng too
== tl_female, too strange. The bookwent on to sell mare than 10
- ., millian copies and enjoyed the disWnction of being ane of the
~_ most frequently banned books of all ¥me (Meghna Chakrabar
#i), The story, in my opinion, i5 not @ oitics choice but an
- affectionate sight at the power of black gids and their faith,
' passion, love-and intelled on-a unwersal level.

- Refleching an my own expeEriences a5 @ young girl, my heart

_ * tlinches as the remembranca of self idenmtty and private pains
~ shapedthe becoming of my own womanhood. Designing such
-_'-.:- # life portrait revealed the poverty, pain and appression of

f . unplannged motherhood, generational substance and physical

"" “" ahuse, and anti-social behaviors all of which shape the views

o .._E‘L _ of many girs in todays waorld. Recagneing that external influ-

ences determine and shape a girl's idemty; media, family,

oM munity, oppressive dispariies, socal stgmas, peers,. and even their religious praci ces often encourage low-self esteem
and selff-confidence.

Af anagent of change, | have made it my personal responsibility to expose girls, especially young girls of calor, to excep®anal
oppartunifies that will build their esteem and Inoease their passion to suppenrt and |f up their peers and community. The
Lovely Girls Ministry experienced a “Girls Night QOut® to a specialviewing of "A Wrinkle In Time", In aftendance were 10 girls
and twao very active parents; Mrs:Shannon Lottt and Mrs. Erca Harbin. Thare was plenty of conversation abouwt faith, school,
life and yes, even boys. A lesson in individuality was explored in an achvity @tled “Lipstck Cholce® The characters in the movie
A WrinkleinTime are calorfuiin both appearance and personal charader expression. | gave sach girlthe opportunity ta ran-
domly select a lipsick calar. | personally took the ime to recreate the famous Oprah eyes from the movie on myself. & was my
hope that the girls understood thatto be an individual 1= first choice. Often we have to work with what God has given us. Alsa,
we are all beautiful and special with unique qualittes for the purpose of servingthe world in which we live. The girls left with
*_f..;__-"-_-——'—-" . . T two key points fram the
. ! mowie; Leve is the gate-
wiay too evercoming self
doubt and fear and only
the light in our hearis
can get rid af “it,* which
represents the darkness

= inthewarld.

Sharng this ame with

the girls and the math-

ers. who aflended has

inspired me to confinue

the pursuit of inswlling
hope and purpose in our girls. It also reminded me that #ime nor generational shifts have the abkility to manipulate the essence
ofa girl's resilience, power, influence and innerbeauty,

In thewvalce of Lovely Girls:"When we roll, we all together—-. no ong gets l=ft behind”,
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Youth Agriculture Day Attended by 5t. John Youth

By Donna Gullats

Youth Agriculture Day wasthe concept of Representative Laura Hall of District 19 and Repre
sentative Armthory Danizls of District 53, They both wamedto provide and sponsor an educaion-
al resource and a program that would provide the Madisan County Youth an apportuniyto [2arn
about how food getsfrom the farm tothetable, the value of farmiers, and new technology that
help make the famingprocess easier, mare produchve, efficient and more cost eflechve.

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System Specdalist Mrs. Kimberly Burgess-Neloms, Dr. Angela
Williamsand Urban Regional Extension Agent Mrs. Donna Gullanie provided the leadership and

§ planning for Ag Day which was themed “Ideas to Grow With!™ They partnered with AAMU Col-
lege af Agricultural, Natural and Life Sciences under the leadership af Dr. Uayd Walker.

Yauth were ona realtime visit to all things Agexhibits which was held atthe AlabamaAZM Agri
biton Center. The event was opento allyouth age 9-18 but targeted schools in Districes 19 & 53.
Tnuth paricpants visited exhibits armund the centerwhere they learned about caresropportuni-

ties in agriculture plusthey pamdpated in several hands-an achivities like sail caterpillars. Other exhibits/demaonstrafions and
achviies included: Environmental eflects on food and resources used daily; dependence onthe agricultural processes in the
dothingworn daily; a drane demonstraion and how drones are used in farm management. The youth akio learned abowt m@n-
talner gardening, food and animal sciences as well as cmmmunity and urban planning.

Rey. Rita wiih Youth &g Day atte nd ses

o The ACES-Urban Regional Extension Agents provided “Farm to Table® Workshops and
 Interacive Activities such as “Skins and Skulls,” “Water Wheels," and “"MNutrfion an
the Mowe Bus,” Thers were workshops for parents that focused on growing with your
childrenm and dealing with conflict, aswell as, participating in the activities with their
children. A delidous Chick Fil A Lunch was served and the day ended with a Scavenger
Hunt forthe youth summarzing what they had learned. i was a fun day for two 51,

volunteers and exhibitors pariicipating in the 1° Youth Ap Day- “Ideas to Grow With.*

Representatives Hall and Daniels sponsored the event along with the Madison County
Farmers Federation/AAMU College of Agricultural, Natural and Life Sdences/Publix
Super Market/Chick Fil & and The Alabama Cooperative Extension System-Urban and
Mew Nentradiwonal Programs.

CPR Training Classes To Be Offered

The Caregivers. Prayer and Respite [CPR) Ministry is offer-
ing @ CPR Training dass given by The American Red Cross.
They need aminimum af 12 members to pariidpate ta. re
duca the cost.

Interested persans are asked to sign the sheet on the bulle
A‘M'E' cHumH FA'M“'\’ tin board near the affice by April 30, 2018, The date and
& mtEHDS DA? tme for the class will be determinad later. Formore infor-

SATURDAY,

JUKE 2. 2018 maton, please contact Sister Abbiegall Hugine or any mem-
ber afthe CPR Ministry.

Comact Lormine Pademorshelly Washington
i o vl like to atte rd
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MUSIE & CH RISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY
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1.INCREASE CONNECTIONAL MEMEBERSHIP

2.INCREASE THE VITALITY OF MCAM IN EVERY EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

3.PROVIDE LITURGICAL DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CONNECTION

4, CONTINUE TO PROMOTE AME ARTISTS
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2018

The lessan reviews werewritien by Kenneth Parham.

May 6, 2018
Lesson Tithe, Giving from a Generous Headt

Lessan Saiptwre! Exndis 354-7; [:4-28; levitics 2730 33; 2
Corinth2ms 9 58

Print: Exod s 35:20- 29; 2 Corinthiars 8 68

Devotional Songs: #8525 [|, 4351 [, amd #243]]

Hey Verse: “The ome who sovs smnimgly will alse map sparingly,
amd the one who sows boontifully will akoe map boontifully™ (2
Corint hia s 9 6

This lessan is a @ninuation of events noted in Exodus 32-
33. In these chapters we sncounter Moses' reaction as he
returned from Mt. Sinai carrying God's commandments and
coming across the golden calf built by the children of ls@ael.
Mposes js =@ angered that ke commands the Lewites to
slaughter 4000 family members and neighbors throughout
the camp. Hethen sesks God's forgiveness of the |sraslites’
sinand asks not to destray the Israelites. God s displeased
with His chosen people but acknowledge that he will not
destroy the lsraelites: H is noted that Moses could net
speak to God while amongst the lsraelites, after what had
transpired, and decided te meest with God at a distance
from the lsraelites. This led Moses to s8t up 3 tent far
meeting the Lord away from the |sraslites. it is notedthat
the |sraelites watched fram a distance at the door of their
tents as Moses entered thetent to meet with the Lord and
if they saw smoke rising fram the tent that they would war-
ship within their individual tents ithis later observance be
came known asthe Tent.of M esting).

Inthe spirit of atonement (Exodus 34-35) -after God estab-
lishes a new covenant between His chosen people and giv-
ing Moses a second set of commandments, God commands
His people to make an offering towards His Holy tent
ftabernaclel. God desiresthe tentto be worthy ofHis pras
gnceand it is notedthat those who were willing and talent-
ed brought the needed matenals. & is also noted that the
materials gathered were precous jewelry, precious metals
igold, sitver and bronze), predousstones, spices and oil (for
lighting as well as for anaimingl, fine leather, acacia wood
and finz lingn (spun from purple, Blue and crimsan thread),
and fabrc spun fram goat hair,

2 Corinthians 2:6~8 reminds us that we should, with an un-
safish spint, be willing ta share the burdens of othears. It is
noted that when we give sparingly, we will also reap spar-
ingly but the anewho gives abundantly will also reap abun-
dantly for God loves a3 cheerful giver and will bless accord-

ingly.

May 13, 2018

Lesson Title: Bringing First Fruits

Lesoon Soripture: Lewitioes 2:14; 23:9-22

Print: [aviticus 239-14, 22

Devotional Songs: A0 hat Can Wash dway By Sin, [1; $572 [|;amd
#2143 []

Key Verses: "Speal to the peopl of Ereelam say to them: When
youo énter the Brd that | am givine youamd you reap its hapest,
you shall bring the sheaf of the fimt frums of your hareest to the
priest” fLev itic s 23200,

In this lgsson, Ged gwves speclic instruchions to: Moses for
the children of Israel conczrning the reaping of the harvest
inthe land that was pramised.

Asnoted in this |lessan text, werses 9-14 God indicated that
the first fruit efiering should be mads the first day after the
sabhath. Each housshold was edpectad te make a burnt
offering imvolving the sacrnfice of a year-old |amb without
klemish; a grain ofiering consisiing of two-tenths af an
gphah of chalce Mlour mi< with ail ofiersd by fire with 2
pleasant odor; and, 3 drink offering consising of one-fourth
of a hin of wine., Addiwonally, no one wasto eat bread of
parched grain nor any fresh corn unfl the day af the offer-
ing. This observance was to be adhered to throughout 1s-
rael’s generadions and setllements. Here, referencing
Matrthew Henry commentary, God was establishing lew to
set precedence that Y. one shall begin everyday with God,
every meal, every business affair —seek first the kingdom of
God,”

Gad alse gave instruclon cancerning the gatherng of the
harvest. His instruchion was that one should not gatherfrom
the edges or gatherwhat was spilled. This surplus shauld be
left for the poor-and the aliens. The edplanation: given by
the John Gill ommentary regarding verse 22 . was io
teach the lsraelitas that when they expressed theirthankful
ness to God, they should exercise charity and liberality to
the poor.*

May 20, 2018

Lesson Titia: Remembering with oy

Lesson Scripture; Levlious 25

Print: Leviticus 2531-12

Devoticnal Songs: 5408, [[: #3258 [|;and 5243 []

Key Verses, “ard youshall hallbw the fftieth yearam you shall
prox B im likerty throughout the Bad toall s inlebiams, 1 shall
be a jubike for you: youshall mium, every ore of you, to your
property and everyone of vouto your family” [Levitic i 25 210)

AL vl oar s 24
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Church School Lesson Overview

Lot Ve uipe 2T

dust a5 God rested en the sabbath, we sez inthis lessan that
He commanded thisof the lsraelites as well as all who inhab-
fted the promised land. God psve speclic insruchons to
Moses that ance they enterad the premise land, they woauld
be allawed To wark the land for six years. Inthisame peri-
od, they were allowed to sow thefields, prune the vineyards
and harvest their crops. Howeswer, onthe seventh year, God
commanded 3 ampléte rest far the land where there shall
not be any labor expended anthe land except for gathenng
of famd that might come up on itsown te feed both man and
animzl Goads instructon also Indicated that this oycle vauld
big repeated for seven oycles orfor a total af fary-nine years
(gach seventh year the land would rest), And an the fiftisth
year, God instruded that the inhahitants hallow the year
and pracaim liberty throughout the [and.

Research indicates that the fftisth yvear was called tha Year
af Jubilaton, Itisindicated that the Hebrew custam prirari-
Iy dealt with the managing of land and property. Duringthe
fiftieth wear, it 15 noted that all debts wers canceled, slaves
wiere freed ‘and any land sold by an owner was be returned.

May 27,2018

Lesson Title: Rejmcmgin Restoration

Lescom Soripture ! Ley i & 16; Psalm 3; Hebrevs 25:-18

Print: Pealm 342-10, Hebmews 217 -18

Devotional Songs: #424, [[; 877 [1;am #2043 []

Key Werses: 0 faste amd see that the tomd & good; Rppy ame
those who @ke efuge inhim” [P=lm 28],

The rewiew in the AME Sunday School Quarterly indicates
that the badigmund for this text (mvalves David praizsing the
Lord far hiz deliverance from the hands of King Saul. Dawid
fiad to use ounningness of feigning madness in order ta es-
cape capture. And thus, this psalm |5 ane of praise fram 2
persanal =cperience of being deliversd from grest danger
anly by the hand of Gad. Dawid reminds ug, in verses 1-10,
that i we seek God through praises and humble warship,
tGod will defiver us from fear, He will make us 3 people that
will never bz ashamed, Hewill instruct His angels to prated
ug, and Hewill provide for aur every need

And we thought David was tested. Herethe auther of He-
brews 2:17-18 reminds us that there is one whe took an
maortality and humility, one that had no place to rest His
head biut healed the sick, cast out demons, provided comfort
to the comfartless, fed thousands, raised the dead, was cru-
citigd upoan the crossto redeem humanity and returned fram

Church School Lesson Overview

eternity, Hows much more do we nead to know of His love
for us and that no matier what we are going through Jesus
has been thoroughly tested and is there for us in the ime of
our persanal-struggles,

Church School Book Club

April 2018 Biscussion Date: April2l, 2018
10:00 AWM. —11:30 AWM,

Death by Honeypmoon, § ye, 2011

May 2018 Discussion Date: May 19, 2018
10:00A.M,—11:30 A.M,

Remamber e, Robinsan, 2011

Two best friends test the limits of loyalty In 2 swrring new

novel affriendship, betrayal, and forgiveness.

Miaand Danielle had vowed to stay best friends for [if & un
ang indiscrenon d!ﬁrunﬂ that band forever, Twenty years
later, tragedy reunites them in an un=dpectsd way. New
they must confront the pas, discover s untald truths, and
rebuild afriendship destingd to endure. - Amazon

Recycling Available for Pill Bottles

5t. John Missionaries will collect
empty pill botiles far recycling.
Empty pill bottle recycling is criti-
cal for safe and sanitary dispens
ing of medicahons in developing
countries.

Flease remowve the labels fram the

HEE{JF

botiles and place them inthe collec- - e«

#Hon container at the church.
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5t. John AME Churzh 3

; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hun'l:.'ilh.n:nrp

e b ite - woywcstio hnhu rtsyille.com

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

April 37-25, 2018 The Ellipsis Experience 2018, Atlanta, Geargia

April 29, 2018 Colleze Day—FPlease wear your faverite collage aruniversity gear.
April 30, 2018 Official Board and Church Conference, 6:00 p.m.

hayZ, 2018 Third Quarterly Conferense

May 13, 2018 Mather's Day

May 30—luns 1, 2018 AMEC international Stewardship and Ecanemic Develapment Summit,
Beeson Divinity School, Bimmingham, Alabama

That ff you confess with your mouth, “lesusis ford, " and befieve in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be soved FRomaons 10:9

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN P

A M E Newsterrer &

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume23 Issues May 2018
Retired Pastor Homer Littletield McCall: Reflections

Bridget J. Flayd

Thiswriter hadthe privilege of speaking with the Retred Pastar of 5t Jahn AME
Church, the Reverend Dr. Homer L McCall, as he reflected on his |ife and partic-
ularky his ime at 5t, lahn AME in Hunt®éille, The thread throughout the mnver-
sabon was his tremendous commitment and connechion te Gad as he guoted
scripture and/or credited God, even when asked about his accomplishments
and experiences. There seemed to be a sermon or a spiritual example in every
responseor cammient.

He bagan by emphaseingthe significance of being “wrappead in God's anpinting’
a5 he progressed through |ife and his calling in the ministry. He noted several
highlights frem his point of wiew. The first being the mission of “expansion of
the house of Gad” which indudes “leave’it betier than you found it". The Rew-
erend MeCall stated that “I'm happy to see it__the growth continues and I'm
glad to see that when | go 1o 5t. John*. He reflected on feeling "blessed by the growth of membership at 51. John_. the
souls that were saved, growth in membership, feeding the hungry, expansion of commifees and the growth in various areas,
including the youth, seniors, families and infants®. He noted that-all ages from youthto elders/seniors were being fed, which
he associated with mare dependency on God and more prayer. He emphasized thatthe appropriate mannerof reflechon is
to. “look of what God hos done through yol, not what [ hove dons®

Pastor M Call leading wo s hip,

Or, McCall also emphaszed “thonkfulness.. for God ond os God comes alive beyond wonds ond wu can see the presence af
the gospel.. ¥ Dr. M cCall referred to. an essental scripture to him, the 23" Pealm. He citedthe importance af peaple moving
beyond “recitation to Iwing the 23" Pealm in their homes'. He quoted the scripture, statng "Surely goodress and meroy
shall follow me all'the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord”. "It's not just a recitafion but becomesa
prayer-ihen they Ive it, it becames a meditation and then they are living it out”,

He stated that “You feel vour living has not been in vain when semeone locks into vour efforts”. He contnued, “I'm |iving
because Chrast commanded to ‘make disdples of all na@ons-.la, | am with you always”, He noited such a command re-

quired that as pas
_‘i tor he “leave the

| pastor's study, go
| outinte the com-
" munity and save
souls”. He contin-
ued, “That's the
purpose — preoch
the. gospel, sove
souls, and feed the
fock”,

u

BEhop DavE, Pestor Mecalland Presding Eder Dillard Pastor MoCalland Bihop Kirkam.

CLME S il |




Retired Pastor Homer Littlefield McCall: Reflections

Bridget J. Flayd

{1 Fainerree A farge A |

Asthe former pastor of 5t. John transiioned from reflechions on me as a pastor (for forty years at 5. Jahn AME, Huntsvill ),
he described transifioning to reirement status. He noted that ke is daing moarethan he thought he would, rcognizing that
“Hod iz not through with me yet.  Aslong os vou hove bregth, there i saomething thot He waonts you to do. Thot's true for oll of
ur—God put us on this egrth ong there i5 spmeathing He wonts urto do. We thank God for thot”, The Reversnd McCall stated
that his "prayer isthat God confinues to use usto ‘woerk together, worship together, we can present our body as a living sscri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto Gad, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed te this warld but be transfarmed by
the renewing of your mind; that you may prove what isthat good, and acceptable, and perfeat will of Ged"”, {Romans 12:1-2

isanother favorite scripture of Dr. McCall)

The Reverend MeCall shared that he answered the call te preach an March 18,
1962, while at hiz father's funeral. He indicated that he became sware of his
purpose, that is, “I'm here in abedience with that covenant that | made with
the lard”. Heindicated that he “had a prayer mestngwith God.” He contin-
ued by stabing, “"He promised not to leave you if you're faithfully obedient”,
Dr. McCall indicated that “na matter how hard things get, | know He'sthere so
see me through”, Or.McCall citedthe example of iliness. He noted that as he
deals with physical/ medical issues, he has the addimonal funciion of helping
athers who have physical issues, as he manages his own status. Again, Dr.
1 McCall presented himself, not as an =nfty unto: himsel, but akvays having a
=S purposefinteface with God, being an example toffor people and sering a
Gak, Pastoramd Ms. Motalland Sona helpful / beneficial purpose as he strives to negofiate his daily living

He again noted his original clling at age 10 (as he has previously shared that he was influenced by the death of his older
brether and found himse!f at a young age, serving as a comfarter/consaler to his parents inthe midst of this tremendous loss),
Moving forward ta hissenior year in collegeat Morehouse College, he "chaosethe mad ministry instead af law".

Pastar McCall noted that “| grew a lot at 5t. John.. in prayer”. He stated that “te grow as a congregasion warship begins in
prayer and God |leadsthe prayer__tells us we are to listen instzad of ustelling Him what we want to do”. He paused, then

stated, “Forty yearsof leaming to listen® and commentedthat heis sulla work in progress, with regard to this. He noted heis
thankfulto God forthis.

Another point of reflecon/instruction, was the rmole of failure in ane’s ife. Heindicated that a situation experienced as failure

can turn out for good. That is, a seeming failure must be viewed in terms of the scripture that says "All things work together

far pood for those called for His purpose”. [Romans 8:28] The seasoned pastor stated, “He warks t out Don't got boggsd
——— T downn the detoils God will work it out for pou”

When asked about his experiences at Alabama A & M University, Or. McCall stated,
“God gave me many exposures and skperiences for which | remain eternally grate

= ful. [The Reverend McCall taught English and French and served as Chaplain at-the
University,]

When asked abouwt family, he went on to share that “You put family and friends
first.” In reflecting on his first lady') ‘Lady Mabel’, Mrs. Mabel Jones M cCall, whao
transitioned from these earthly bands in July af 2016, He noted "lthink af her sve-
ry day.” He reflected, "Deep memaories, etched by eternity”. He spoke of moving
foreard and &t family gatherings both missing her while feeling her presence, He
noted that Mrs: MeCall was "3 dominant force” in his life ‘and he has felt'that this

A vl o pvage )

Fastor MoCall Eading wars hip,
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Retired Pastor Homer Littlefield McCall: Reflections
Bridget J. Flayd

was true forthe 5t John congregamion as.well. He indicated that he remains "thankful fnrl:

the memaory of her imfluence inthe church and the community, not the least of which 1o her
famihy".

and that without that "lifé would be useless”. Healso returned tothe significance of prayer, B

nowngthat He feels "empowered when people say 'I'm praying feryou'. | feelit® He conbin-

ued &sif bringing his sermon to its closing points, referring again to the 23 Psalm and the =7
Shepherd that ‘makes things happen’; highliphting that as one walks thmugh the valley of Pastor MoCall add ressing

the shadow of death, God is with them. He stated emphatically, “Thea ChiefShepherd pro- the comg mgation

vides all our needs —we're thankful for God and His providing for all humanity. He has pro-

vided, Is previding and He will prawide, even in that last day an earth®, Dr. McCall noted that he wants ta go to “The Big
House". He indicated "l just want to hear Him say, "Welldone Homer, Come on in. Yeu'we been faithful aver-afew things".
He painted & picture: “That Big House, called Heawven, we'll goin one by one. We'll see those who hawve gone before us”. Pas
tor McCall named numeraus individuals, Including several 51. John members who have “gone an”. He stated that it is im-
portant that you know the Lord and you |ead ethersto knoethe Lord... no academic degrees or human accolades come b
fore this.

He statedthat the funchoning of the church is: Teaching, Preaching, Praying, Healing, and that prayingisthe most important
af these. All of these compenents are "workingunderthe inspiraiion of the Holy Spirit. Goed will give the increase”.

Or. Homer L. McCall earned his B.A. degreefrom Maorehouse College in 1962, He sttended Yale University working towards
the Master of Divinity degree. He earned the Master of Divinity, and Doctor of Ministry in 1978 and 1980, respedively, He
noted preudly that for more than a $0-year period, he has attended eleven General Conferences of the African Methodist
Episcopal (AME Church "as a delegate of the Lord”. He began in 1976 and attended the most recent General Conference in
2016 {commemaorastng the 2007 anniversary of the AME Churchl. He had to return home duste the unexpected death of
Mrs. McCall. He indicated that he always enjoyed atiending the General Conference of the AME Church which he found ta be
effechve in sorting outthe things that needed to be addressed inthe paceedings of the Conference.  He stated, "I'm thank-
fulta be part of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. & has made a difference. | will neverregret being in God's ministry
in the AME Church®,

Or. McCall isa proud father and grandfather. Thealdest of thethree children'is Homer McCall, | (Shakira Cummings-M cCall),
and grandchildren Madisan McCall, lacob McCall, and Aria Taylar, His
second child is Sonya M cCallShepard, Fh.D, (Darryl), and grandchildren
Lauryn Shepard and Zun Shepamd. His youngest child iz Gale McCall
Teapgue [Germld, Ir) and granddaughter Genae Teague, who has a sib-
ling “anthe way".

5t. lohn has been blessed ta hawve the |eadership of the Reverend Dr.

Hamer L. McCall, His calling as 3 child; accepting/ mmmitting 1o that

callin college; and being ardained by Or. Marin Luther King, Ir; having

greaterthan fifty (50) years inthe ministry; and serving 40 yearsas pas

tor of 5t. John AME Church, Huntsville, give & general summarny of his

spiritual/ministerial joumey, This journey continues asthe retired pas

tor of 5t. John, in that his muntenance and mission consist of sharing

ar educalionalf/inspirational word about God, with a faundamon in

The MeCallfamily at the 40th Annvesary Bamg®l  prgver, and an unending mission that he continues with reversnce and

thanksgving. He celebrates the confinuation of the growth of the congregation and ministries at 5t. lohn asthe baton has
bheen passed. TO 00D BE THE GLORY!
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DATES

Habitat for Humanity 2018 Build

the community to build 3@ house. Members are encouraged ta
valunteer on any of the dates listed.

2018 S5PRING EUILD SCHEDULE

Partner Family:Shaniqua Gaillard, Building site: 6125 Belgrade Dr.

DAYS

TASHE

March 20, 22, 24

May & 10, 12
May 15, 17, 18

May 22,24, 26

May 258, 31 June2

dune 5, 7.9

June 12 14 16
June 13, 21, 23
June 26, 28, 30

July 3,5, 7
July 10,12, 14

July 17,19, 21
July 24, 75, 28

Tue., Thur., 5at.
Tue, Thur., 5at.
Tue., Thur., Sat.

Tue., Thur,, 5at.
Tue, Thur., Sat.

Tue., Thur,, Sat.
Tue:, Thur., Sat.
Tue., Thur., 5at.
Tue., Thur,, 5at.

Tue., Thur,, 5at.
Tue., Thur., Sat.

Tue., Thur., 5at.
Tue., Thur,, 5at.

(Warehousel Cut lumberfor walls, assemble wall frames

Deliverwallsto'site and erect. Straighten, brace and sheath walls and corners,
Trussesand roof deck by others) Install house wrap. Install windows and
exterior doors, '

Install facia, roaf biracing, dead wood, hurricane clips, atic
Start winyl siding; (Roofing, plumbing & slecrical rough-in by others)

Caulk openings, install wall insulaton, continue vinyl siding

(Sheetrock by athers finish winyl siding

Faint interior walls, clean floor, paint base board, doors and trim
Install winy| floor e, sheet vinyl

Install interiar doars, basebeard, wind o trim, cabinets

P ishe ical Wa g
Install door, hardware Door stops, closet shehing, windaw blinds
Landscape, touch up paint, dean & was floors, woerk punch list
Catch-up [Dedicafion to be announced)

Thescheduleis contingent on weatherand subcontractors. We will work 7:30 AM to noon. Mo lunches willbe provided.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From North Memarial Plwy, go west an Winchester Road, Atthe botfom of the hill, turn right onto Belgrade Or, Go to 6125

Belgrads (on the lefi side of the street),
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The Reverend Jaretha Wright

Let's talk about. mothers and/or mother-figures “Then and Now".

oy asked me aninteresingquestion_.

Joy:Da yauthink spit-cleans betier than water?

il ez Wby would you ask me that queston Joy?

loy: bem@use, mammy, you shways use it to clean my face.

Most mathers now will use a hand wipe or samething similar. Thare s ons thing trus abow 3 mother, her words not anby

have long lasing meaning, but they haees power, A mother's words and experignces have the power to changz who we are
and how we think.

What are same saying s that your mather used, and you still remamber or use tham today?

Thewaords and phrases my mother used were-often so graphicthat | only selectedto use them in her absence. And-once |
became a mother with four (4 children of my own, | faund myself grappling with inner glee and shame hearing myself ax-
daim many of her sayings and obecenities. Just whan | foupht not to be like her, | found myself speaking her words-and influ-
encingrmy own children years after her departure.

A Bescription of her “THEN® and my “MNOW™"
It wias neady twenty vears before | reconnected with my moether. Te my dismay after our first face te face mesting she re-
vealed to. me that she had terminal breast cancer. | explain these parions of her life to give you a peek at her heart witho ut
disclosing the extent of her pains. Her pains have been the omplexity in which | have sarted and conclude; there are so
manythings | am glad that she did nottell or teach me.

Aafter she lived in an-abusive relaionship mast of her adult life, | am glad she never told me why she stayed; because | ton,
may have found solace in her admittarnce and reasoning by inherinng abusive love as a healthy rela@onal normal. Afier all
the chemun, long doctors visits, sleepless nights, hair loss, and vielent tummy aches, she never tald me that she was fired and
wanted to give up. Facing this fight with hertaught me to be at peace with whatever life brings and fight if you must with
class and dignity. She reminded me to ahvays find some "cute”. Gids must be cute, even on their rough days. Andwhat | re
spect about her most is that she sacrificed hertruthto empower my innerstrength. She knew [was watching!

So now | arrive at life's reflection station,
Her Then: A community of Mother's raised the children inthavillage.
My Mow: Young women embrace being single mothers as a badge of honor, yet lack the wise use of resources to raise their
ol and support other sisters intheirvillage. We are often judgmental, confused and afr=id of ene another.

Har Then: Birth control methads were few and women birthed children umbl theirbody just muldnt produce: any langer.

My Mowe: There are many forms ef birh contral. ¥ eu can abort-a child as a teenager withoutthe parmission of an-adult and
the foster care system is.inundated with children who have been born into young families both unable and/or unwilling 1o
care farthem,

T LR T R
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The Fevernd oetha Wnght

A v ram i

Hear Then: Women, especially women of color, were not afforded the resources for munseling and support for mental illness,
se ually transmitied diseases and other critcal life and health traumas.

My Mewe: We frequent sodal media, sex, wiolence and opioids as remedias for pain, disassodated pleasures and corflicing
rationales about real life. Our"NOW" |ives in & virtual waorld.

And now | am amother of four; two sons and two daughters eachin adifferent “Now” phase.

What will be there Now and Then? What am | deingto prepare myself to have the honest mnversation abeut sedal jushice
and their mmmunity? As a3 woman af faith, how do | speak about sex, drugs, sesuality, polifics, racism, sexism, colorism,
ageism, womanism, i(sm, ism, and mare ism's. | am #wred just thinking about it. How am | preparing myself to gain a berer
understanding of what it 'means to be a motherin this NOW generatton

There i gne truch that has stood the testaf time.. found in Hebrews1 3-8
Jesus is the saome yestardoy, today and farsver,
My take-away as mother and & charge for each one of you who are raising children and young adults in this NOW penerafion:
2 Learn a new language: Every generation speaks a different. language. Words may hawve different meanings, but the
heart of a generalion iscenstant; for love, compassion and wisdom,
¢ Open your eyes to their solutions for pain: Drugs are different, O pinjds-are more common and easierto gsin, Today's
pain relievers are more deadly and easier to access: Become beflerinformed and mare irvalved in your youth's com-
munity.
Bon't compromise your then for their new Be authenst and open about your experiences without compromising
the value of yourlife story, k- may seem & bit ole scheol, but you would be surprised hew your experiences and reali-
wesfrom the past inspireand give hopetothe MOY generation.
2 Speak God Loud in your life; They ars watching.
I pesed the quastien to my Secial Madiz Family) What was the best sdwvice that yeur mother ar mother-figura geve youT
Here are just afew responsesfromthe many women imfluenced by the wanderful mothers and mather figures in their lives.
Ewan Greges: | don't have to be afraid of anyene.
Anita Kellar: Fret Mot Thysefil

Victaria D, Parker! Killthem with kindness and you can always come back hame.

Hannahgeargiapeach: Women areto be seen and nat heard you do not have to step out of character to get your point
ACross.

Laketa Finley Seipio: Pretly is as prefty does.
Tish Conrey: Only you can say when enough is enough.

il eablraies Ll ke T
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Alisha Kelley: Don't ever beg faranything,
Liza G, Harris: Bverything that loaks good ain't good far yout
Fran Allen; Every dog gets a day and agood dog gets two

LaTeya Sibley: Bz okay being by yourself that way yvou never will be afraid to be alone or upset whean people deddeto leave
Yo

Cynthina Jehnson Den't [et no man put furniture inyour house buy your oen.
Shrala Askin: Don't borrow other people’'strouble
Meriam Garrett: My Grandmother said, "¥What ever someane gives you whether you like'it or not; take'it.

laDeonna Edwards: Always balieve you are beautiful, What's popular is not ahways right and what's right is-not always popu-
lar.

Maeala Peaples: Don't barrow, always have your ewin.

Katrira Hames-Ford: Fut God FIRST and everything else will fall in placeii!
Candies Benbaw ! Fray forwisdem,

Britanie Micale Alexander: Treat others the way you want to be treatad!!

Broaklyn Ma: As awoman always have your ewn job, bankaccournt and pension in case a man wantsto act foolish you can
aherays survive without him.

Cathy Samuel-Bell Theus: And thistop shall pass.
Cherika Smith: Don’t place all your cookies in ane bag.

Cassandra A. Henderson: When referring to the “glass ceiling” in  society my grandmother said:
“fou don't neadto break ceilings inyeur ewn house.”

Alana larnes: You can do anythingyou can be-amthing.

Christine Broeadous: Roby dant you ever fight a waman over yaur man, check yaur man, You don't knme what lies he could

Eraina Ross-Aseme: Insisted that | take typingand business classes.
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Granny Bell Honored on Her 29th Birthday

Pastor YWright and 5t. John members hanored Mrs Sarah Bell, alse knowr as Granny Bell. On her 99th birthday en Sunday |
May Bth. Granny Bellwas presented with a plaque and 99 beautful long stem red roses. Stewardesses and officers marched
dowin the isle with mses farthe beaunful vases that were on a special table.
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Ellipsis Offers Empowerment for Women and Girls

By Carmella Gores

Ellipsis offered anm amazingline-up of welkversed women in areas which supportthe empewermneant and authenticwholeness
af wamen and girls.

Such women as:
The founder af Ellipsis the Reverend lennifer Watley Maxell afleciionately known as “Rev. Jenn” is a preacher, teacher,
church ce-founder, life coach and writer knowen far her interactive teaching and creafve communicafan style.

Anteinette G, Alvarado is the Co-Pastor of Grace Church Imternational, established by her husband and Senior Fastor, Bishop
lohnathan E. Alarado.

The Reverend Dr, Gina Marcia Stewart is a pastor, preacher, builder, mentor, adjunct professar, and daughter af Christ Mis-
sionary Bapwst Church in Memphis, Tenneassee.

Candice Marie Benbow is a wrter and educator. In 2015; she crested “Aed LUp Thealopy”, @ movement 1o encourage Black
wamento embrace theirwhole selwvesas pood creafion.

br, Thema Bryant-Davis is Execulive Assistant Pastor at Waller Temple AME Church and Associate Professor of Psycholopy
at Pepperdine University.

Minister Marizh Crews, “Min. Mimi® graduated from Hampton University in 2014 and is sl witang her story.

Jordon Deveaux parficipated and now mentars as & "big sister” in the Daughters of Esther Rites of Passage program for
younggirls at Reid Temple A.M.E. Church

Casmndra Hendersan is a licensed and ordained minister, visual and performance-based ardst, achivist, scholar, community
organizer, entrepreneurand all-amund renaissance woman,

The Reverend Ragquel 5. Clair lettsama i an [Wnerant Elder in the African Methodist Episcapal Church with 20 years of con-
gregational ministry experence that transcends denominamonal lines.

Kim Moore is an Ordained Minister in fellewship with Joy Christan Center and Global Ministry and Relief, Inc The Georgia
Association af Christan Counsglors'Beard of Examiners licenses Kim as a Christian Counselor and Therapist:{LCCT) and Pasto-
ral Counselor {LPC}.

Rew. Br. Dominique Ayesha Robinsan, began her Christran walk under the |leadership of her late, paternal grandmother, Dek
la V. 5mith, who founded and pastored Deliverance House af Prayerin Irvington, M.

ladah Quick is a recent graduate of Mount Holyoke College, where she received her B.A in Mathenialics and Mandann. This
has aflarded her the oppartunity to become a young professional in the inancial industry,

The Reverend loretha Wright is an inspirational preacher, comedienne, teacher and public speaker.

| wras blessed to be one af the young ladies chasen ta aflend this Ellipses Conference. | was welcamed with open arms and
abletofreely explore myfaith and dive deeper inta my spiritual journey as a youngwoeman af God. | was able to exparience,
leam and engage with women from allwalks of Ife and encounter powerful women of Gad. A highlight of the conference
was the brealout sessian where the pareicipants discussed the next stepsin fuliliing their purposes. This wastruly needed
andthe best weekend to hiave right before my finals. | left inspired, refreshed and renewed and hope to attend next year, |
feel blessed to have found extended family with not anky the 5t John Church Family bt alsa The Wemen of Ellipses. | hope
to attend againt
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Finance Corner

Money Milestones: In your 20s? Your finances should look like this.
By Bo bbby Adhins

Finance experts and renrement planners often focus en people in thelr 50s or 605, pardcularly thoss within
striking distanez of relirement, Empty nesters-are also targets for imeestors, a5 adults with grown children
are used asexamples of warksrs who can makimize their savings well into their galden years, The ability to
sochk away larger amounts of maney in an Individual Retirement Account [IRA), with concesslans from the
Intermal Revenue Service (IRS) regarding deductions, makz it an stiractive period for adults. 5o, with the
‘ " added facus an middle aged warkers, what should ayoung em-

i ployae; 2 few years emoved from college, do 1o build a refire

ment nest egg? We will try to answer that quesiion,

Fram the website Market Watch, we see the challenges that
youngworksrs have to navigate. As soon as Tsering Yangchen,
3 25wear-old publicist in Minneapalis, started her first job out
of college she signed wp for her compamy's 401 plan,
meeting the employer match and contribuang 7% of her sals
my. When she l=fi that job for 3 new oneg, where she was not
able to enroll in the 401K plan for a yvear, she took matters
into her own hands, signing up for an IRA and making contributions directly from har checking account. It
has been a year, and she s now signed up for her 0Lk plan, too. Indeed, the urgency needsto be getbing
staried, even with amounts as low as 525 per week., With the stock market’s historical return averaging

above 7% annual prowth, geting started earlywill allomy reffrement savings to grow exponentally, doubling
inwalue approximately every 8-10 years.

Millennials are 3 the prestest advantsge for maremeant saving, as they have ame on their side, experts say,
andtheir monesy earns compound interest, which is interest earied anthe mongy they put in as well astha
interest that money earns, Granted not all millennials may have the ability to put awsy as much as Yang-
chan can, lsut any cantribution counts, evean just afew dollars.

When yau are in yvour 205, it makes sense to weigh-shor-term gaals maore heavily than mArement, said
DouglasBoneparth, 2 inancial adviser and president of adwvisary firm Bone Fide Wealh in New York, That s
notto say you should pot be saving for refiremant, 35 you should be putting inat lzast enough money to
meet & company match, since that is essenmally free money, and then prierifze shart-tem goals, ke said
Howiever, with college loans due and the cost of living increasing yearly, the will to invest af .2 young age Is
challenged svery paycheach.

¥What anyone in their 205 can do, hewever, isfind consistency in thelr maney habits, such as saving farthe
future, allo=Eng incame taward big life goals as well as emergency situaiions and paying down debits. Mil-
lennials seem to be preftty pood about saving, for emergencies and retrament, but =il about a third afcon-
sumers say they might not be able to aflord an unexpected 2,000 emergency. One way to save for both
refrEment oran emergency is by investingin a Roth individual refirement account, where maoney can be
withdrawrn penalty-free if it is just the prindpal and not-the interest earned on the assets, Alex Rupert, as-
sistant portholio manager at Laurs| Tree Adwvisars in Oeveland, O hio.

Mest - manth, wewill focus on what you should da inyour 30s. Untlthen, happy imvesting®
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Elake lohnson Named
Youth of the Month for March

Blakz Kemington Jahnsen is a
bright intelligent young man
who |5 wery wise beyond his
years, Blake is currently a fifth
grader 3t Marrs P-& in the
Huntswille Cry Schoal District..
He has eamed
and maimained the distnc
tian of being named ta the
Hanor Aoll for the schoaol
year. He was recognized by
his school and was giien @
Cernficate af Beczllence far
Academics. Blaks has prewvi
ously received awards far out-
standing perfoermance  in
math. His feverie subjedsara
math and sdence He has
mafindously excellad in both
subjects. He was recognized
by hiz teacher and recam-
mended for Huntsellle City School's Gifted Fmgram

BlEch receies award fram
Pasto 1 Wright

Blizke is a member of the 5t. Jahn ¥.P.O. and the Children's’
fouth Chalr

Buring his free wime, ke likes to play basketball for the Boye
and Gids Club and Monrovia Park Fecreamon 25 a poin
guard,

fMas impartantly, Blake dedded to gve his life 1o Christ an
April 24, 2016,

Blake 15 the son of Ms Pamela Lidle and the grandson of
Carver and Pearlean Myhand, Congratulations Blaks!

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

LEAN ON ME

“When Moses' hands gress ired—~Aaron and Hur held his
hands up—aone on one side, one on the other—so that his
hands remained st eady 4l sunset” Exodus17:12 (NIV)

One Christian writer shared that she grew up on a farmwhere
hard work was the nerm.
seemed endless.

Musdes cramped, and chores
YWhen they needed a break, she said, they
often leaned against the closest fence. It propped them up
while they drank cold water, wiped their faces, and wondered
hews much longerit was untl guitting ime. **Personal re-
membrance- Blacks in fields had no fences, bireaks and very
little water. . * *

She cominued, good fences can be like dose friends whao sup-
port us during trying mes ltis camforting to know you have
samesns who you can ount an being there—firm, steady,
and secure.

The-scripture fram BEgodus reminds us that Aaron and Hur
wiere there for Moses when he grew weary, they held up his
hands sa thatthey “remained sturdy Wl sunset” They stayed
with him, never wavering until he completed his task of mak-
ing sure'the lsraelites were victorous.

Examples like these and af ather men and women af the Bible
should prompt us to ask ourselves if we allow others to lean
when they are weak? As God's family we can ask ourselves;
do we offer a place for people-to catch their breath before
they mowve on. Do we provide & maoment of respite when
caregivars think their tasks will never end?

Youare Invitedta help prop upthe hardwarking kitchen work-
grswho serve dilipenthy inthe 5t. Jahn Soup Ktchen, Serve as
afence onthe 3™ and 4" Tuesday of each month. The lines of
those caming gets longer and longer. They would appreciate
your willingnessto help.

MANY HANDS—"By mamy hands the work of God is done.”
Richard Le Gallienns,
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Northwest Conference Lay Mother's

Day Brunch Honored Mrs. Powers
By Donnie Thompson

bars: Powse s with flowe s prese mted by the Lay O rganization

On May b, 2018 afew of 5t. John A.M.E. Church Lay Organiza-
won members traveled to Birmingham to parncipate in the
Mother's Day Brunch / Comedian Show, hosted at Bryant
Chapel AM E. Church, wherethe Reverend Damian Litlgjabkn
is the Servant Pastor. The following members represented 5t
John: Mrs. Mildred Powers;, Mrs. Mary Allen, Mrs. Juanita
Washington, and Mr. Hadges Washington, Mr. Willie Sandif-
er, Ms. Lula Rochellg, Mrs. Caral Buss, Mrs: Edna Owens, Ms.
Doratly 0'Cuinn, Mrs. Claudinette Purifoy-Fears and Ms.
Donnie Thompson, Atendeeswere served delicious food and
had lets af fun while being entertained by a8 camedian and
tero youngladies who paid tribute through dance.

Sewveral people fromthe churches throughout the Conference
gave tributes to the mothers; 5t. John hanared and paid tib-
ute ta Mrs, Mildred Powers for her sereet and motherly 5t
John spirit. Mrs. Powers churds membearship with 5t John
spans ower 25 years. Throughout thisttme span, Mrs: P owsars’
warm, friendly, motherly spirit has been a beacon, not anky
ta 5t. lohn, But to Grady Madison AME of Madison. Mrs.
Powears was ane of the seven membears af 5t John whao
helped to establish Grady Madison AME in Madizan, Alz
bama. She has served on various boards and ommitiees
throughout the Huntsville cammunity. Mrs. Powers will be
celebrating her B9™ Birthday in the very near future. Brother
Washington made the presentaion and presented herwith a
dozen pink roses.

The 5t. Jehn family lewes Mrs: Powers and axtends a Happy
Mather's Day grestngto her!

Couples Enjoy a Night of Bowling

By Tullie Miller

On Friday night, April 27, 2018, the 5t. lohn Couples Ministry
sponsored & couple’s night out af bowling @t the Redstone
Arsenal BowlingAlley, Atotalof 1IF 5t Jahn members partici
pated in this-fun-flled event. Fun, faod and fellowship were
the order af the day/night as the group paridpatad in some
intense bowling, eawng, conversabon and encouragement,
Bowling skills ranged from those who had never bowled be-
fore, thase who had not picked up a bawling ball in the last
twenty plus years and those very skilled bowlers wha eagery
showed offtheir excellent and unigue skills.

Lots of great lessons were learned by same. For s<ample,
just like houses, bowling lanes have gutlers as weall. Howewer,
rain jssupposed to go in the gurters, but bawling balls do not
belang inthe gutters ofthe bowling lane. That was a fun and
hard lessan learned by some fellaws 5t. Jahn members. Alsa,
it does matter how fast, cute, sawy ar what direchion you
move your hips, it has negative impad an your bowling ball
once it leavesyourhand and heads downthe bowling lane.

Couples bonded and fellowshipped with the other bowlers.
Thefood and beverages from the snack barwere outstanding
and everyone [earned something,

Be on the leakout for the next couples’ event and please da

not miss it. For couples, the best isyetto come! Praise God,
lewe isinthe air forthe 5t. John Couples Ministry,
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2018 National Multiple Sclerosis (M5) Walk-A-Thon

(W alking With A Furposel
By Kennzth Paham

When someone in the family is sick, family tends to surround that indf
widual with-abundant leve and suppoart. | have witnessed this aumpour
_.,_:‘ ing towards the members of the Grier family who have lved with WS
_ for more thantwe decades. Inthistime periad we, the Parham family
and others (the Bamretts, the Waltons, the Trentons; the Rivers-and the
Rochelies) have offered our support by being there when the Grier
family called far walkers during annual Walk-A-Thons. Also, last year
the team name was changed to show lowve and supportfor amember
of the 5t. Jahn church family, Sister Lillie Rivers, who had been diag
B nosed with M5, aswell as confnuing ta show support of the Grier fam-
iy members with M5.

Looking back averthe y=2ars, f onethought aboutthe miles walked in

‘ support of finding a cure for M5, the Grier organized teams (Walk for

Jean, Pl Partners and M5 PAC [Praying for a Curel) hawve gone through

M5 PAC Teami- Lille Bivas: Kenneth Parkam. Loriine some sneakers. Given that the avarage "Walk M5 svent is a 3 miler

partmm, Phylis ﬂ;mﬂirﬂ p;“;r';r and the average number of members on the Grier teams has been

about sewven (7 and the annual walks have been going on for over

twenty-five years —that meansthe Grer teams have walked over 525 miles. The Hunt sville M5 Walk-A-Thons have taken them

through the dewntown histarical district; through the Hurntsville Botanica| Gardens, around the University of Alabama Hunts

wille campus, around BigSprings Park, around Providence Elementary campus and the Village of Providence —amazingly, the

team @nnot remember the M5 ¥Walk ever being canceled due to. inclement weather, Using a similar type of logic, the Grier

teams have consistently raised approximately 52,000 perwalk {i.e., >550,000 in totah. The Grers and extended family have

been fathful intheir supportta the Natonal MS Sodety in helping raise funds to further research in an ongoing eflort of find-
ing acure forthis devastating disease.

Once again, the Griersand extended family have answered the call,

The M5 PAC team participated in the M5 Walk-A-Thon on May 5, 2018 at the Providence Village (Huntsville,-AL). ParBcipants
were: Agnes Gilmore (team co- captain/virtual walker), Patrida Grier (team co-captain), Phyllis Barrett, Lillie Risers, Lorraine
Parham and Kenneth Parham. As ahways, the WS PAC team extends many thanks far the love and financial suppart given by
the 5t lohn AM Efamily again this year. And remember, we are walkingto create 3 wardd free of M5,

Upcoming Election Information

Statewids Primary Election
June'b, 018

Statewidz Primary Runoif Elecoan
duly 17, 2018

Mid-Term Election

A.M.E. CHURCH FAMILY Statewide General Election
& FRIENDS DAY MNovember 6, 2018

SATURDAY, JUNE 2. 2018

B = Abrsentze bhallot applietons may bz obtained frem

Contact Lormine Parkamorshelly Washington M rs. BéaSmith or Ms, Barbaralohnsan or online at hitpsy//
i vou woul like to atte . sos alabama gov/alabameavotesfvoter/absente e-voting
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1.INCREASE CONNECTIONAL MEMEBERSHIP

2.INCREASE THE VITALITY OF MCAM IN EVERY EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

3.PROVIDE LITURGICAL DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CONNECTION

4, CONTINUE TO PROMOTE AME ARTISTS
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Church School Lesson Cverview — June 2018

The lesson reviews were written by Willie Sandifer [June 3,
10) and Claudinette Furfoy Fears Uune 17,24

Juna 3, 2018

Lesson Title: Justice and Sabbath Laws

Lesson Scripture: Marthew 12:1-14

Print: Matthew 12:1-14

Bevetienal Sengs: #8377, #25], and 243

Key Versa! “If you had known what thess wards mean, |
desire mercy, not sacrifice,” you would not hawve con
demnedthe innacent” (Matthew 12:7).

Inthis lessan e look at thetrue restthatisgiven by God to
his people through Jesus,

In His achion and teaching Jesus presented HimselF as hav-
ing authority that belanged to God and came across belisf
and sppostion. He was opposed at every tum by the reli-
gious leaders. 5ll, many chose to follow Him, belisving Gad
wias about to restore |srael by fulilling His andent promis
g5

lesus dealt with an argument about what He and His disci
pleswere doinganthe Sabbath. The Sabbath was described
by the Law aof Mosesas a day of rest from work, K is a two-
fald celebration of God reshng from creaton and His free
ing lsrael fram slavery. However, the Law of Moses did not
clearly definewhat “wark” mnsists of,

The cmmmentary Infarms usthat the Pharseas started as a
movement against perceived corrupted leadership in the
temple. They were hopeful of God restoring His blessing to
Isragl iflsrael started to keep God'sneglected law.

The Pharisees brainstormed svery situstion in which the
laws might be applied and came up with responsesto those
situghons. In their mind the persan who went by their
teachings would not came close to vislaiing the law. Strict
rules aboutthe Sabbath were 3 part of these teachings and
not: even.small, simple deedswere to be done.

Jun= 10, 2018

Lesson Parables of God's Just Kingdom

Lesson Scripture: Marthew 13:24-43

Print: Matthew 13:24-33

Devetional Songs: F205; #372; and #24.3

Key Varses: "Let both grow together unnl the harvest. At
that #ime | will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds
and fie: them in bundles toa be burned; then gather the
wheat and bringit into my bam® | Matthew 13:30.

Jdesus taught in parables, which are similar to a addle that
were made up of commonly understond images and every-
day events, The parables compelled listeners to reconsider
what they understood about how God was working in the
warld.

This lesson text is made up of mostly parables and the para-
bles in this test challenged views of how God was bringing
about His kingdam.

InJesus's day there were many who spected God's prom-
ised kingdom to defeat the pagan empires that ruled Ged's
people for generaions. There was an exdpectation by the
people for God's kingdam to be political and miltary king-
dom like any other kinedom that people knew on garth. The
anly difference is that kingdem would be ruled righteously
and insubmissian te God.

lune 17, 2018

Lesson Title: lesus Teaches about Justice

Lessen Seapture; Marthew 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-13

Print: M atthew 15:1-3

Devotional Songs: #424; FI158; and #2143

Key Vemses: “Thess peaple honor me with their lips, but
their hearts are farfromme” (Matthew 15:8),

The Scribes and P harisess were experis in the Llaw of Moses
and in maintaining tradiions developed to keep the law.
Many of the oral tRdiffons went weall beyond the rules
found inthe Law of Moses and were excessively burden-
some mam-made rules. The Saibes and Pharisees expressed
concern because Jesus was performing actsthat contradict-
ed with tradiion. In the pastthey had accused Jesus of blas-
phemy in fargiving sins (Matthew 9:3), of eating and drinking
with publicans and sinners (M atthew 9:11), of disregarding
fasts (Matthew 9:14) of asting out devils by Beelzebub
iMatihew 1224 and of breaking the Sabbath (Matthew
12:3%, Intoday'slessan we find that the Scribes and Phari-
seestakingissue with the disdplesbemuse they did not con-
farm tothe ritual of washing of hands prior to partaking of 3
meal,

While it-is-commion pradice today to wash hands prior to
eating far hygienic reasons, Jews held to the tradimon of
their elders and did not eat unless they gave their hands a
ceremuonial washing.

Jdesus challenged the accusadon and ritual because they

i eaplivaies Lo Lk A
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Church School Lesson Overview

vl e e 4

wiere taking overarching liberives with the scrnpture. Deuter-
anomy 2:10 requiresthat a blessing be aflered in associa@on
with meals and does not address washing of hands. The
Pharisees used their unbiblical traditon as a standard for
righteausness which contradicted thewritien |aw,

lesus jllustrated in verses4-6 how easily atradiion can con-
flict with the moral purpose of Scripture: Ifwe areto honor
and care for sur parents but provide gift to the temple that
would have benefitted the parents have we honored our
parents? Onthe outside we look like we heave besn faithful
for God but inwardly not ohedient to His ward. God knows
pur hearts. ¥e must be obedient ta His commands and not
hypocriti el ferthe sake of traditton or farthe need of main-
fainingappearances,

Lessan Title; Reaping God's Justica

Lessan Seripture; Luks 16;19-31; Jahn 5:24-30

Print: Luke 16:15%-31

Devotional Songs: #355;%77; and #243

Key Verses; "Abraham replied, “Son, remember that in your
lifeime you received your goed things, while Lazarus re-
ceived badthings, but now ke is comfarted hers and you are
inzgony” (Luke 16:25)

lesus tells a stary of the relafonship, during life and afier
death, between an unnamed rich man and a poor beggar
named Lazarus. The rich man Iived in abundance daily while
Lazarus covered in sores laid &t his gate and ate the scraps
framthe rich man's table. Whenthe beggar diad, the angels
carried him to the side of Abraham however when the rich
man died hewas s2nt ta Hades. The rich man was tarment-
ed |n Hades and begged Abraham hawve pity an him, Abra-
ham explained the reversal of fortune. The rich man while
on garth had the apportunity to show love and charity but
he negtected his responsibility., 5o, God condemns the rich
man and provides everlasting camfor forthe beggar: Upon
coming te terms with hissituatan, the rich man ashks Abra-
ham to send Lazarus to warn his brothers that they must
repent orthey will receive damnation. Abraham’sfinal state-
ment isthe main point of the stary and 15 a elear reprimand
to the Jewish leaders. Abraham told him that his brothers
had not believed Moses and the Prophets of the Old Testa-
ment then surely, they would not believe someone who rose
fram the dead.

The story wams of the danger of persisient unbelief, The
name Lararus was significarnt bermuse lesus had raised Laza-
rus of Bethany from the déad but the Pharisees refused to
recognize lesus as the gwer of life eventhough they claimed
to believe in the resurrechion. Jesus knew that'the Pharisees
wiauld reject Him even after His own resurrecion.

They would fail to recognize Him as the fulfillment of the law
and prophets. Furthermore, the story s a ebuke to the
selfishness of the lewish leaders and wealthy people who

justified their imagined status with God. However, we are
reminded that we all-are in need regardless of our droum-

I BOOKE‘J 9,
(0 CJ,L@ L ;

Church School Book Club

May 2018 Giscussion Date: May 19, 2018
10:00 AWM. —T11-30 A0,

Hemember \e Robinson, 2011

June 2018 Discussion Date: June 16, 2018
16:00AM. —11:30 AWM.

The Proyer Box, Wingate, 2013

When lolz Anne Poole, an old fimer on Hatteras kiand, passes
away In her bed at ninety-one, the siruggling young maother
in herrental cottage, Tandi Jo Reese, finds herself charged
with the task af cleaning out lala's ramblingVictorian house.

Running frem-a messy, dangerous past, Tandi never expects
tg find more than a8 temporary hiding place within |ola's
wralls, but everything changes with the discowvery of elghty-
ane carefully decorated prayer boxes, ane for-gach yedr,
spanning frem lala's youth to her last days Hidden' in the
boxes 15 the story af a3 lfswme; written an randam bits. of
paper--the hopes andwishes, fears and thoughts of an unas-
suming but comples waman passing through the seasans af
an estraordinary, unsung life filled. with journeys of faith,
phservations an [ove, and anefinal lesson that could changs
everything
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June 2018

=

Ed43m.m.
EhurchEchen )
18000 m.m. Woszhip

Communson Sundey

10

B:453.m
Church Schoal
1000 m.m. Wioaship

1

Bid3m.m.
Church Schon |
1000 5w, Wornhap
YOUTH SLENDIAY
Rid's Rangdom
(A= E-13

FATHER'S DAY

24

B:43a.m,
Church Schoo§
1600 m.m. Womship

g3Cam.
Fifty Fig. Meeting
10 pm
Sewn miesr Boam
5:0cp.m, WEET e
G pelChair Rehes e

Vacation Bible School— June 10-14

18 19 20

11308 m-100 pim Loopm
SO OTOHEN 1]
500 pm.
BEFRESH Babbe Sty b et
Far Women
IO pm.

11308.m 100 p.m Lenpm
SOUR RTCHEN &

E0Opm.
Fiok STy

Thur

Eﬂl:lp.m.
GospelChioir Re feses|

308 m,
EMEN ST h.tu'u'ni

SEHE Church Scheaol Converfion
Alen Temple— Bessemer

18

B0 pim,
i e Chorie
Eerepmal

May 2018 Pape 17
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The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, EpisopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Albert Hyche, Presiding Elder

The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

May30—lune 1l 2018 AMEC International Stewardship and Econemic Development Summit,
Beesan Divinity Schoal Bimingham, Alabama

Jume 8-9, 2018 S$BHB Church School and Christian Education Conference
June 10-14, 2018 Vaeation Bible S3chool
June 26-27, 2018 2018 Council of Bishops and General Board Meeting, Atlanta, Georpia

Jume 27-30, 2018 Connectional Christian Education and Yeuth Coangress, Atlanta, GA

That iff wou confess with yaur mauth, “fesusisLord, " ond belizve in yaur hegrt
that God rased hum from the deod, you wall be soved Aomans 1009
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Women's Day 2018:

5t. John Celebrates Women Youth and Milestones
By Brdp=t l. Floydd

f! On Sunday, May 20, 2018, 5t. John, Huntwville, held its an-

nual Women's DayService during the 10 a.m. warship ser-

 wiee, The Reverend Jlarstha Wrght served as worship

ﬂ* | leader with guest speaker the Reversnd Amittia Smith of
- &t. John AME Church, Fort Mitchell, Alabama. The Praise
Tearm; Children's Choir and Wemen's Day Choir provided
inspiradonal music far the spacial day, The Wamen's Li
“turgical Dance Ministry offered an interpretaion of the
. poern authored and read by worship leader, "Reverend

' Rita",

\ < Sister Marissa Owens led the all to worship, followed by

Aprm{&r by the Reverend Meriam Gamet. Sister Maya

Ifekauche read the scripture for the marning, Maith e

The Bevermnd Amitia Smith, Wamen's Day Peacher 5:18-15. Pastor Maurice Wright, |l announced the Y outh

of the Manth”, Sister Somantho Adkins; and the “Woman

afthe¥ear”, Sister Pomrico Grier, The children's moment was led by Dr. Thalia Love-Brown. AfierSister Larraine

Farham welcomed visitors and gave announcements, there was recagniion of bithdays and anniversaries fed by

The Marewood's and The Miller's. This was followed by the graduate and refires recogniion led by Or. leanstie

lonesandSisters Barbara lohnsan and Pam YWhitehead. [See related ardcle.] Steward Roselyne Akines led war-
shipin giving.

The speaker was introduced by 5t. loehn's executtve minister, the Reverend Joretha YWrght and the speakar’'s

SEter Fankin kads sk ton by Women's Chiir, Honey Rose Smith imtmd wes her mot ler.
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Women's Day 2018:

St. John Celebrates Women, Youth and Milestones
By Bridget ] Flayd

LWL [ PEAH g )
3 daughter, Sister Honey Rose Smith. The Rewerend Smith spoke from the texst Matthew 5

16, with the topic "Be the Light: Letbing Yaur Light Shine”. Beginningwith the definitions

of “shing”, including, “to give out bright light, to be very talemed, to be of the sun or an-

other saurce of light”, the speaker used the play on woardste note that it is "hecause of
S the5-0-N, we shine brightly today”,

Quoting Genesis, "
the darkness from the light in their Inves, similarta the accurrence when God began the
creation of the heaven and the earth. 5he also referred to the nescessity of
Eart,.""'Eeasuning"“ nated in the bible and urged women to not “lose your salt™ and to =t
your pood deeds shine”. She stated that "God needsyouto bethe lightwhenyou enter
adark room®, The speaker cted numerous female histoncal figuras, ranging from Harrk
e Tubman to: farmer Secretary of State Condaoleezza Rice and famer First Lady Michele
Obama. Sherznminded that God blesses the persecuted and referenced several af “The

— let there be light", the preacher urged those present to separate

Beatitudes”, She also dted women in the Bible, urging wamen present to “shine like
Ruth, Esther’, etc. Throughoutthe sermen, the Reverend Smith returned to her file,

The Reversrd Amittia 5 mith “Bethe Light”. She stated that each person has a purpose and encouraged the women
ta "shine |ike a diamond”.

The Reverend Smith also brought examples/ lessons from the musical produciion “The Wiz", based anthe movie,
“The Wizard of 0z", She notedthat the key character, Dorothy, was lost; that is, her light was out. The preacher
labelled the yellow brick road {that Dorothy traveled in order to find the Wizard of 0z/The W) as “the shining
road”, retuming to the theme of light. The preacher noted that, though lost herself, Damthy was able ta help

pthers as'she navigated the vellow brick read/traversed the Land of Oz. The character even overcame the disap-
pointrment af the fraudulent wizard whao was not the soluffon as pramised. Howewver, the character discovered
that the solulion, power to retum home, was with her much of the aime —the slippers that she was wearing.
The preacher changed the mantrathat was used ta “go home’ ta “Shing, Shing, Shine”. The Reverend Smith e
couraged the women to “let your light so shine_.it's already inside of you®.

Tao highlight the theme ofthe sermon, the congregaton was led in singing
csongs illuminating the importance of “the light”, Appreciation was ex-
Apressedto the puest preacher and her daughter. The service was signifi-

cant for celebrating numeraus aspects of light —womien, the youth, birth-

days and the commitment af marriage, and the milestanes of graduation
and rerement.

Congratulasons toall!
Spedal congratulations te

Sister Patncia Grier — rebres
aswell 8s Woman af the ¥ ear.

SEtlrGrier meeives Worman oftle vearavand, The Reve rerd Smith 3nd the Revere nd Wright.
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Bishop Messiah Preaches at St. John
Medra L. McDaniel

Bishop Wilfred Jacobus Messish, the 1207 elected and consecrated
bishop in the African Methodist Episcopal Church was the puest
preacherand chief celelirmnt for Holy Communian on Sunday, June 3,
2018; &t 5t Jahn AME Church. Bishap M essiah was invited to5t. lahn
by Pastor Maurice Wright ||, a frignd for mare than twenty yvears,

Bishop Messiah was elected bishop inthe AME Church in 2004 &t the

47th General Canference in Indianapolis, Indiana,  He is a na@ve of

South Africa, He was educated =t Wilberfarce University, an AME

university lacated in Wilberfarce, Ohio. Bishop Messiah pastored in

the United States before returning to South Africa [post apartaid) to

BE hop Wilfred Messih serve as dean of the R, R. ¥Wright Thealogical 5 eminary inthe Republic

of South Afrca Since his eleciion as a bishap he has prasided overthe

20", 15" and 17" Episcopal Districts of the AME Church. |n his current posiion as presiding prelate of the 177 Epis-

capal District, he presides over AME churches in Zambia, Rwanda, Demooaic Republic of Congo, and Burundi. His
District includes 12 Annual Canferences,

Im his introductory remarks, Bishap Messiah achnowledged the Reversnd DOr. Homer McCall, farmer pastor of 5t
John. He stated that one of the reasons he wanted to come to Huntsville was to meet the Reversnd McCall be-
cause af the support: provided by the Reverend McCall and 5t. John Church for books donated forthe library at the
R. R. ¥Wright Seminary, He alsa acknowledged his endearment to Alabama because af the kindness extended to him
by astudent from Birmingham, Alabama while he was at Wilberforee University.

Bishop Messiah’s serman was enfitled “The Cry of a Penitent Saul” with text from Psalm 51, with emphasis on verss
12. He lzid the foundaton forthe message by nofng that the Psalms include prayvers for fogEiveness and redemp-
man, puriicamon, cries'over griefand sin, and restoration. He encodraged the congregation to read a Poalm a day

Setbng the background for the text, he noted that David was already "King David.” It was at the height af his career
that he met with disaster because he desired what was not his. He told how David plofied to kill Bathsheba's hus

band and stated that atthough others may not knew abeut plets and plans, God sees and hearsallthings. He furthar
indicated that when God iz displeased He will ind & way to &t the person know. In David's case, the prophet Na-

than went ta David and revealed his sin.

Hishop Messiah said that sin holds the sinners and there is na escaps
from the reminder that ane has donewrong He further said that the on-
Iy wayto deal with sin s 1o repent. He used David's repentance as an ex-
ample ofwhat ta do. David did net try ta justfy his sins, instead he asked
for “a cdean heart and anew and right spirit.” David realzed he had lost
his joy and that it needed to be restored, thus his plea in verse 132,
“Restore to me the joy of Your sakawon, And uphold me by
Your generous Spirit.” Bishop Messiak's closing admoniwon was "Thers
isnathing you c@n da withowutthe poeer of the Haly S pirt

Following the message, ong person gave their life to Christ and anather
re-united with the 5t lshn Family. Members greeted Bishop Messiah
afierthe service

BEhop Messieh aml Pasto i right
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Reflections on Father’s Day

By Brother Bobby Adkins 1l

Father's Day is a celebralion honoring fathers and celebranng fatherhood
Men wha have established patzrnal bonds with children, as either father fig
ures, coaches, gpuardians, ar persons of irfluence are also celebrated on Fa
ther's Day. Father's Day is a great day to acknowledge the signilicant mle
that fathers play in saciety.

The Bible is filled with famous fatherswho expressad love, patence, strength,
forgiveness, and understanding: Men such as Adam, the Firg Man; Abraham,
the Father af a lewish Matian; lacal, Father of the 12 Tribes; M oses, Giver af
the Law; and King David, a Man after God's own Heart, are fine e<xamples of
biblical fathers, Howewer, there are plenty of fathers who will never appear
anthe pages of histary books who grace our presencetoday,

Leoking a little deeper, the role af the father has been instrumental in foster-
ing healthy relatonships with family and with children. As we hawve offen
heard, while almost any man can father a child, thers s sa much more to the
important role of being dad in a child's [ife. This arade looks &t who fathers
are and why they are so important.

Fathers are central to the emotional well-being of their children; they are capable earetakers and disciplinarians: Studies
showr that if a child's father is aflechionate, supporive, and invahed, he can contribute greathy to the child's cognitive, lar
guape, and sodal development, aswell as academic achievement, 3 strong inner core resource, sanse af well-being, good sel-
esteem, and authemivdty.

How fathers influénce relationships: A child's primary relationship with hig/her father an affect all of the child's relaWon-
ships fram birth to death, including those with friends, lovers, and spouses. Those early patterns of interacion with father are
the very patiernsthat will be projected foreard into all rela@onships...forever more: nat anly yaur child's intrinsicidea of whao
hefsheis as helshe relatesto ethers, but also, the range of what your child considers acceptable and loving.

The effect of fathers on young girls and boys: Girlswill lnok-for men who hold the patterns of goed old dad, farafter all, they
knowr how “te do that,” Therefare, if father was kind, loving and gentle, they will reach far those characteristcs in men, Girls
will look for, in athers, whatthey have experienced and become familiar with in childhood. Bemsuse they have poten used to
thosefamilial and historic behavioral patterns, theythinkthatthey an handlz them in relaionships.

Bovs onthe other hand, willmodelthemselves afiertheirfathers. They will look for their father's approval in everything they
do, and opy those behaviors that they recognize as both successful and familiar, Thus, if Dad was abusive, contralling, and
dominahing those will be the patierns that their sans will imitate and emulate. However, if fatheris loving, kind, supporitve,
and protechive, boys will want 1o be that.

Changing Family Roles: According te & recent study by the Natonal Insttute of Child Health and Human Development
(MICHD), in 2015 only 20 percent of American households consisted of married couples with children. Filling the gap are family
structures af all kinds, with dads stepping up to the plate and taking on a myriad of roles, When they are engaged, fathers can
really make a difterence. Whether within a tradiional marriage, single, divarced, wideowed, adopave step-father, a stay-at-
home dad, arthe prAimary family provider. What isimportant is that be is invohed.

Thanks Dad! Finally, an this Father's Day, it isimportant to recognize and reward dads for beingthere, and achvely teaching
important life skills to children. Kis important to their children, and meaningful to dads everywhere when you say “Thank
you, job well done!™ This, after-all, is what makes life warth Ining. This is your true legacy: ensuring the health and well-being
af your children, that future generation to be,
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St John A.M.E. Church Participated in Huntsville Memorial Day Ceremony

BycCol [Pet) Enes O. Heywamd

— -+ The Greater Huntsville Interdenaminational Fellowship (GHIMP joined the Boy

Scouts in the Annual Memaorial Day Ceremony at Glemvood Cemetery in the diy

af Huntsville gn May 16, 2018, Scouts from Urban Emphasis Scaut Leaders Coun-

dl [UBSLED placed U.5. Flags on the grave sites of all veterans inthese cemetaries
= Northside, Brandontown, Meadowdawn of Peace and Maple Hill.

5t lohn A.M.E.was the first member of the GHIMF to volunteer te assistin this
ceremaony, This most significant ceremony has been pedormed since 2004, K was
a short program with pardcipaton af @ npumber of 5t. lohn members. Same of
those participants were the Reverend Charles Glowver, who gave the imvocabion,
col, (ret.) Heyward addmsses the audiemce. andihe 5t John VIP Woicesin Praise) Ensemble underthe directorship of Mr. Reg-
gie Fearson prowvided the music far the occasion.  Col. (Ret) James Heyward
served ds dhairman farthe ceremomy and introduced the puest speaker.

The guest speaker farthe ceremany was Col (Ret.) Glerweood Morrls, a combat
weteran, 38 DA Civilian of the U 5. Space and Missile Command, Redstane Arsenal,
The pragram zlso induded histarical camments from Mrs. Ollye Doyle Conley,
refired school principal and local historian: “We know thatthere is 3 great neesd
to provide our children with factual infformabon about what sacrifices their fore-
fathers and mothers made to help make this country what it istoday (beginning
with Crispus Aflucks in Bostan, MA) and that this cuntry belongs to them as
much as it belongsto the children of eleced officials.”

Of course the program cmnsisted of a fiing tAibute to honer service men and
The Mﬂmﬁﬂm!f_ﬂ_“fﬁ_ﬂfﬁ inserdice. women who have made great sacrifices and served this country with honor and
: p— W distinchion. The program ended with the playing of “Taps” and a proper cannon
military salute. A wery large tent was provided to proted guests from the weath-
er and chairs for seniors and handicapped attendees, Min, Wernan Spearman,
President of the UESLC served as Master of Ceremony,

This Memarial Ceremony is held st Moon each year an the Saturday preceding
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5t. John AME Church Members FParticipates in Alabama A&M University's
Community Breakfast, 142" Founder's Day and Commencement
Weekend Celebrations

By lEarette ones

On May 5, 2018, Alabama AEM University celebrated the 143 Annwersary of itsfounding in 1875 by the Reverend Doctor
William Hooper Counall, an organizer of 51, Jahn AME Church, Huntsville, Alabama.

=y

Beginning at 8:00 a.m. on the morning of May 5, Alsbama AEM Univer
g s'rt'n,n’s 11" F‘resident and 5t. John member Dr Andrew Hugine, Jr husted

'fan:urt'qr staff-and students. The guest speaker was Dr. Jlmm'lf E Jachiun

n pastor of Whitesburg Baptist Church, who recently retired after 40 years,

1pr|:|1..'i|:ler.'| an outsianding message on servant |eadership and unity, Pre-
siding awerthe breakfast was Dr. Daniel K. Wims, University Provost and
5t lahn member, while the Rewvarend Maurice Wrght |l provided the in-
vocalon., Also in aftendance was First Lady of the University Abbiegail
Huging (a Steward at 5t. John), First Lady of Whitesburg Bapw'st , Mrs.
Jacksan ,and the First Lady af 5t. John AME Church, the Reverend Jor-
etha Wright. Also present was the newest trustee af the unmversity, Sheri
Banks, a member the board of edu@=ton and a member of 5t lahn AME
Church; Fort Mitchell, Alabama:

Dr, Wins, Dr. Hugime and Rey. Rz ard Ws. Banhs,
Pastor Wright

.Fnllml.ringthe Community Breakfast, the group gathered for the 143th Founder's Day Cormvocalion,
where alumnifrom acoross the naton gathered to hoaner the founding of the university wherethey
got their start. Mamy are [wving out the current university slogan “start here, and go anywhere", 0 ne
returning graduate, DeWayne 0. Carter, who had given 5100,000, gave anaddiveonal 550,000 to his
university cantributions. Or.oAndrew Huging Iroweas surprised and elated.

Finally, the day concluded with the Commencement services where The Honorable Anthemy Daniels,
amember of 51: John, delivered an inspiring and informative cormmencement addressto =40 gradu-
gtes and owver 10,000 alumni, family, friends and university supporters. Following his address the
president presenmted Representative Daniels an award for Disingdished Services.

D Jopes ereives 3wamr. 1he Alabama AZM Unwersity Mawonal Alumni Associa@ion presenied several scholarships and
Fwrards during the weekend celebmtion 51, John redpients:

M Kaitlyn MeClung, a rising junior at AAMU, was the recipient of threg
AAMU . scholarships for the 20182019 school year, She has =arned
the AAMLU First- Lady Scholarship, the Huntsville/Madisan Courty
Alummi Associgfon Scholamship, and the Mational Alumni Associafian

o Scholarship.

b, leanetde Jones received the Magonal Alumni Assaaaton “Award
| of Mearit”.

MM On Sunday maming, Alabama ARM faculty, staff and alurmi wor-

A& M facalty, staffand alomniat hstorc marer. shippad at 5t. Jahn. Following the service, they pardcipated Inthe
annual walkfrom 51. John to the histaric marker ef the first locaton

of Alabama ARM University.
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5t. John AME Church Celebrated New Beginnings

for Graduates and Retirees
By Jmpnette lones

On Sunday, May 27, 2018, 5t. lohn recognized their 2018 Graduates and
Refirees in a special remeniwon ceremany. Each yearSt. John pausesto rec-
agnize youth whe have reached 3 sipgnficant milestone in their lives. They
have graduated fram high school or college and we salute this significant
accomplishment.

Pictired to the lefi isthe recognition cammittes: Or. Jeanette Jones, Sistar
Barbara lahnson and Sister Pamela Whitehead,

The High School Graduates recognized included the following:
Maya [fekauche , 5 parkman High Schoal
Kristinalefterson, Sparkman High School

M organ Alexandria Owens, Sparkman High School
fitchell AlexanderSmiley, Mae Jemison High School

| Each high school graduate received a spedal cerificate, Bible and 5400.00, which was
| presented by Pastor Maurice Wight, |l and the Reverend Joretha Wright:

Hie h 5 hool prad wmtes Morgan
Owvers; Krsting Bfferson and
Maya He ha o e

The eallege graduates included
Kourtney Bureell, lacksonville State University
Chelsea Carter, Unweersity of Mississippl, B.S.

Erin Lott, Associate Degree in Mursing, Dec., 2017
Karmen Lattimaore, 1.F. Drake State and Cormmunity Collegs,
Associate Degree
KyleSpeight, Geargia Insttute of Technology, B.S.

The College/University Graduates each received a spedal cer-

“wificate from Pastar Wright and the Reverend Joretha in recop-
nion of their accomplishments and a5 mobvalon to keep
striving for excellence

GrRaduaies Famren athmore are Enn Lott, with commites
membe s s, ohnsonam Dr. o mes
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5t. John AME Church Celebrated New Beginnings

for Graduates and Retirees
By Jmpnette lones

Fastorwright ecogniees miirees SeterPat Grerand Seter Lille Rvers.

The 5t. Jlahn Church family is pleased to recognize the refirement af two individualswho have worked firelessly over the years
as servant leaders inthe church and inthe Greater Huntsville cammunity. The 2018 refirees, Ms: Patricia Grier and Mrs. Lillle
Rivers, each recened a special certificate and a gift fromthe churchto help celelirate a new chapterin their lives. These were
presented by Pastar M aurice Wright, || and the Reverand Joretha Wright

M5, Patricia Grier, a natwe of Georgia, has been a member of 5t John AME Church, Huntsville for owver forty years, Afier
warking omeer 40 yvears inthe system software enginesring industry, she decided to retire December 31, 2017 Her employers
owver the years have induded Computer Sdences Corporafion, Electranic DataSystems, Computer Data Systems, Incorporated,
and DST Health Solutons, LLE Her waork experience spanned over twenty [20) years in developing, enhancing and maintain-
ingwarious engineering reporfinig and data management systems; and 20 years developing and maintaining heatth e soft-
ware far Managed Healthcare praviders, induding Medicare member enraliment providers. Sheis 3 graduat e of the Universi-
ty of Georgia where she earned the Bachelor of Sdence degree in Statshcs and Computer Science. Ms Grier is a true of ex-
ample af ChAstan womanheood.

Mrs, Lillie Rivers, a native of Morth Caroling, Is the oldest of seven children and has five sisters and orie bather. She s &
graduate of Huntsville Bible Coallege with an Associate of Arts degree in Chrisiian Education. Lllie's desire is to return to
Huntsville Bilble College to abtain ker Bachelor of Arts degree. Afterthirteen [13) years of service, Mrs. Rivers refired frem
Adtran an May 29, 2018 She stated that before deddingio retite she asked “God to please |et herlive a few years of her life
anthis earth without -having to get up early inthemorningte go towerk”. 58, when she was offered an early refirement pack-
age this year from Adtran, God answered har prayer, she took the offer and ran!! Lillie shared with usthat shethanked God
for being so good and for hearnngand answering her prayer.

"COMNGRATULATIONS TO THE 2018 GRADUATES AND RETIREES”

Jupe XTI18 Pape 8



Habitat for Humanity 2018 Build

{

Wiorkes contine comstroction on the Habitat Howse for 2018 . 5t John member ks ohnson is pi tured on the rght.

TheSpring 2018 Habitat House praject has begun. Each year5t, lehn partners with Habitat for Humanity and churches inthe
cammunity te build a house. Menibers are encouraged tovalunteer an any of the dates listed.

DATES

2012 SPRING BUILD UFDATED SCHEDULE

Partner Family:Shaniqua Gaillard, Bullding site: 6125 Belprade Dr.

2018 SPRING BUILD SCHEDULE

Partner Family:Shaniqua Gaillard, Building site: 6125 Belgrade Dr.

DAYS

TASKS

June 5, 7,9

June 12, 14, 16
June 19, 21, 23
June 26, 28, 30
July 3,5, 7

July 10,12, 14
Jubly 17,19, 21

July 24, 26, 28
July 31, Aug 2,4

The sdigdule is contingent onweatherand suboontracors. We willwork 7:30 AMta noon.

Tue., Thur., Sat.
Tue., Thur,, Sat.
Tue., Thur,, 5at,
Tue., Thur., Sat.
Tue., Thur,, Sat.
Tue., Thur,, 5at,
Tue., Thur., S5at.

Tue., Thur,, Sat.
Tue., Thur., Sat.

Mo lunches will be provided.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Morth Memorial Py, po west on Winchester Road. At the bottom of the hill, turn
right onto Belgrade Dr. Goto 6125 Belgrade (on the left side of the stras=t).

Ms. Tami McGhee is the mordinator for 51, lohn. Please contad her if you have any gues-

hons.

Continue winyl siding, (plumbing & eledrical mugh-in by others
Caullk apenings, Install wall insula@ion, continue vinyl siding
Eheetrock by others) finish wimyl siding

Paint interiorwalls, dean floor, paint base board, doors and trim
Install wiry | floor e, sheat winyl

Install imternordoors, bassboard, window trim, cabinets
(Elumbing finish electrical and HYAC by athers, Install door,
Hardware Doarstops, closet sheling, windaw bilinds
Landscape, tauch up paint, clean & wax loors, wark punch list
Catch-up (Dedicatontobe announcad)

L T —— i

-
W
AUEN Bty Bebes

Thee Canbllaesd '.-Il, Home

Bl e b
- [ TS [

R A
-y

Habitat

for Himnanalty®
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Remembering

Brother Ira Bargon, Jr

5t John iz saddened
by the transifian
from laborto reward
for Brother Ira Bar-
gan, Ir. Brother Bar-
gon and his wife,
Pauletle, joined 5t.
John when they relo-
cated 1o Humtsville
fram Michigan. Ira
and Paulette camea
with high commen-
dations fram their
farmer church, -5t
lahn  AME, River
Rouge, Michigan. In
Michigan, Ira wras
very activa iInthe chiurch and his posiions included usherand
trustes.

At 5t Jahn, Ira was alwayswilling to help In any way, He was
faithful in-attendance. He served anthe usher board. He also
served anthe inal Computer Ministry commitiee. Alhough
Ira was nota memberof the choir, he was always at rehears-
als and all af their engagements because he drave his wife to
the church or the engegement and waited patently for ker.
He also worked with his wife Pauletiz in the soup kitchen
ministry.

The Bargons were known for theirwam hospitality and the
delicious meals that they preparad and servad to ministers
and guest preachers ofthe church.

Ira was a faithful servant of God. Please conbnue to pray far
his wife Paulette Bargon, their children, his mother and hiz
siblings.

The rightepus pensh; and no ons fakes it to heart;
the devout ore faken away, ond no one bndsrstands
that the righteous ors taken gway to be spared from avil

Those whao walk uprnahtly enter into peocs;
they find restas they lis in death

Ispinh 57:1-2

Sister Cora Speight

5t: John mourns the
death of Sister Cara
Bonita Hamer Speight.
She and her husband,
Terry, joined 5t. John in
1988 and she was a
faithful member wnbl
her death. Cora was
soft spoken and had a
Warm smile. She
aftended services regu-
larly untl her health
prevented her from
attending. She laved
the Lord and desired to
serve Him by using her
skills and talents at 5t
Jahn.

Cora preferred to minister behind the scenes. She served as
financial secretary for 5t.-John for over 17 vears. This posilion
s ane that goes unnoficed by many, but requires hours of
commitment to accurately record the inancial records of the
church and manage the payraoll. Her accounmangexperise was
invaluable ta the finance committes as she adwised them an
proper accounting procedures and IRS puidelines for religious
Grganzalons,

Cora also served other ministries in the church. She served for
over 20 yearsonthe AMEN stafi. Shewas a contribul ng writ-
gr, but preferred the role of eding/proefing articles. She alzo
served for several years anthe Pastor's Aid Baard. She valun-
teerad for many special events and supparted her children in
their church achviies.

Flease continue to pray foar her family, husband Terry Speight,
children Meagan, Kyle and Kewin Spelght, and sister Nedra

MeDaniel.
1 &m Frees

Do not gneve for ms, for now I'm free,
I'm following poths God made for me
I'took Ws hond | heord Him b
Then tumed, ond bid forswel to ol

-Anonymaus
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Samantha Adkins Named
Youth of the Month for May

o LS The May 2018 Youth of the Month was

Samantha Adkins. She just completed the

. fﬂg Sth Grade =t Mill Creek Elementary School

in Madisan, Alabama. S5he is a member of

- the Mill Creek Archery Team and has beesn

2 Girl Scout for sk (B years [K-5 grades).

She receiwed the Excellent Cizenship

award and maintained an overall AR aver-

age. Samantha was the Znd Place Science

Fair winner at Mill Cresk and receied

honerable mention &t the North Alabama Regional Science
and EnginesnngFair.

samantha 2d kins

Samantha iswery active at 5t. John AME Churchwhere sheis
a member of the Children's Choir, Dance Ministry and
atlends Church Schoal. Her hobbies are cooking, making hot
glug creafions such as bowls and purses, and crochedng.

Samantha isthe daughter of Bobby and Kay Adkins.

Congratulations Samantha!

SLmantha Eceresawand fom
Pasto 1 Wright aml Bev. Ria

A ol Fiok dinlinie Srieedi i ki) o] d besih Gl o i1 el T g
TPy e ey s B e Ty W e

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

CREATED TO DO GOOD WORK!

“Work hard so you can present yaurself to God and receive his
appraval. Be a pood worker, aneswho does not need to be
ashamed and wha correctly explainsthe work of truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15

Qurlives are not our own and yet God hasgiven them inte aur
hands. You are God's workmanship, You hawve been created
in Christ lesusfor ane purpose alone;ferthe good works that
God planned espeaally for you before the beginning of ime.
It is Gad's plan that you walk.in the life that He has plannad
and prearranged for your advantage. But the dioice is soll up
to you. You @n have it your way or God's way, You were
created for good warks and not for the warks of the flesh ar
forthe apinionsaf your emefons.

The good works that Christ planned for you before you were
even barn are more than reading a devodonal book or listern
ing to:worship music. The geod woarks that Gad had in mind
when He thought of yau were so plorisus that He declared
acrossthe-ages that yvou were His very own masterpisce,

God has had His eye on you since the beginning of ime to da
samething extraordinary through your life that even the an-
gels would stand back in woender and lorg to do what you
were ordered to do.

OurbimonthlySoup Kitchen can use your hands anthe 3™ and
4" Tuesday of each month. Let the angels smiile on youl!

“WORKING WITH GDO—§ I con put anez Touch af any sunsst
inta the [ifz af any man ar woman, §fshall feef that | hove
warked with God "

-Faorge Mocdonald

n

HAPPY
F T > =

DAY
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Finances in your 20s...Here's what you should be doing.
By Bnother Bobby 2d kins 1

Most falks intheir 30s are already a pood 10 years out of college, f not ' more so, and, as such have already gotien ataste of
what it means to be afinancially responsible-aduli. f you are inyour 30s,

here are a few milestones you will want ta achieve during what could be

the miost pivetaldecads of your career.

1. Establish a fully loaded e mergeney fund.

Last year, GO BankingRates.com reported that 69% of Americans have less [
than 51,000 in the bank, and that stamsnc Indudes 30-samethings. Mot i

ank should you have reached the 51,000 mark in savings by the ime you

hit 30, but you should also, ideally, have enough money stashed away at

that poimt to cowver three to sk months of living expenses. [fyou da not already have an emergency fund, it should beame
yourfirst priority abowve all elze. ¥ ou might need to make some lifestyle adjustmentsto free up more money for savings, but
without that safety net, vou will be apeningyourself up to a world of debt or inancial upheaval should you encaunter an un-
planned expense. And that is not what you want at this siage of life.

i. Geta handle en your debt,

Thaugh the ayerage borrower under 35 has about 55,800 in credit’ card debt, the average borrower aged 3510 44 has over
28,200. But no makter what end afthat spectrum you fall inte, you should knew that amy sart of credit card debt really is not
good. And the lenger you carry that debt, the mere meney you will wind up wasting on interest-at-a #me in your lifewhen
you muld be pummingthat cash to betier use, like building your savings, That iswhy your 305 are 3 great aime to break fres
from debt — and that includes student debt, too. Look &t your living expenses, cut a few ormners, and start chipping away at
whatever outstanding balancesyou owe. Forthe most part, it paysto knock out credit aml debt before student delt because
the former typially comes with higherinterest charges, but if you bomowed for mllege from prvate lenders, your rates may
be comparablz.

3. S5ign a mergage.

Mot everyone wants to become a homeowner, but if that |5 an objechve of yours, you will ideally want to sign a8 martgage by
the fmeyou reach your mid-305. The reason? Most people who take out mortgages go with a 30-year loan.If you start by the
fime you are, say, 36, and you make all of your payments as scheduled, you will be mortgage-free by the ime you retire. And
that is a pretty big deal, because once you stop working and start living off a fised income, you will need all the money yau
can get, Mot having a mortgage payment to deal with as a senior could makefora more inandally relaced refirement, but if
yau wait ur |y ourd40sto buy a home, and take out 3 30-year loan, you will be making paymentswell into yaur 70s,

4. Begin funding your retirement plam.

Thaugh remrement might seem like a far-oft goal, yvour 30s are actually the perfect ime to start funding an account i you
hawve not begunto do so already. That (s because Fyou give yourself alangenough window ta sswe, you will manage toturn a
series of relanvely modest contribuons into a prety sizable sum over ime. Say you are 32 and start contributng 5400 a
maornth 1o a refrement account. If your imvestments generate an average annual M return, which is a few points below the
stock market's average, by the ime you reach age 67, yvou will have a mther impressive 5663, 000 to your name, Sock ey
SE00 a month, and, assuming the same ®me frame and return, you will be sitting on neark S1milion by the ¥me refrement
rollsaround.

But watch what happenswhen you wait Wl vour 40s to start saving those same amounts, If yvou begin contributing 400 a

M el o parpar A T
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Student Recognitions for
2017-2018 School Year

Samamntha Adkins, Mill Creek Elemantary School. Ezxcellent
Citizenship, A/E ‘Honor Rell, Znd
Place Science Fair Winnar g Wil
Creek

Anthorny Harbin, Mearidiamwllz 1 id-

tdle Schoal: A Haonar Roll {for the

grare school year, Supenntendent
Physical Fitness Award, Cericate of Excellence:. Award for
garning Highest Average in $th Period Pre-AP Language Arts,
Cerificate of Bdcallence Award for garning Highest Average
in 3rd Penod PreAF Physical Scence inddcted into the Rl
wonal Junior HaonerSoci ety

lessica Harbin, Lynn Fanning Elementary School: A Honor Roll
for the entire school year, sleged Student Ambassador,
Hunisville Mussum of A Community Gallery Award

l=ziah Wright, Huntaville M iddle School: & Hanor Roll farthg
entire school year.

'
Endal e | Stident foners informaton recefired ofter the
| r

PREERE [ oy hfication of this.issue will -be included in the

Ly e

.
L 1

Finances in your 30s...Here's what
you should be doing.

By Bm. Bobly adkins 1

A, ruibwpintd frei g 13

manth to 3 refirement account at 42 and want to redre at
67, you will end up with just 303,000 -- not & all shabby,
but less than half af what you would amass by starling 10
years earller.-Similarly, that 600 monthly contribution will
leave you with 5455 000 in oime for refremant — a decent
nest egg for surg, but nowhere closeto the 51 million mark.
Your 30s offer a Unique cppartunity to set yeurself up fara
Arancially stable future. If you hawe yet to chech the abowve
milestones oft your list, now is the ime to reevaluate your
priarimes and start thinking langterm. You will be thankful
far it later,

The Mind-Body Connection:

Maintain Mental and Physical Health
Bridget J. Flayd

Stress can be linked ta poor health — mental and physical,
Brief periods of strass are mufinely faced by most people, but
pralonged stress without sufficient coping strategies, @n re-
sult in ermomonal illnesses such as anxigty and depression; and
physical illnesses such as cardiovascular disorders, diabstes,
digeshve disarders, cancer, etc.

These disorders can negatively impact quality of life, and if not
treated sufficiently and / orthe stress is not reduced ar med§
ated, death can result. Depression can result from chronic
strass-and chronic medical canditions can be associated with
depression. Serious and prolenged depression can be associ-
ated with suiddal ideation'and aciians. Changesinappetite ar
sigep (increased or decreased), persistent sad feelings
beyand 'the blues'), feelings of hapelessness, worthlessness,
guilt lass af Interest inthings that once were enjoyable, are
signs af depression. For a small percentage, suicidal ideation
peocurs. Itisimportantto seek prefessional lhelp, to netisalate
ar withdrawe, as ane might be indined ta do. There are poy-
chologists and p;,rl:hiatriéts wiho can help, also mental heatth
counselars.

Proper diet and exercise contributeto goed mental and physi-
cal heatth. Proper nutriion from wvegetables, fruit, fish, whole
grains-and avoiding food that is fried, high in fat, salt, sugar,
and carbohydrates can support 2@ healthy mind and body.
Cravings for the pmblem foods cn indicate that one is
stressed, amxious or depressed — e g, eatng for comfart, due
io beredom or habit, rather than due te hunger. Keep mow-
ing. Walking and sswimming are good achvities, Set aside the
time to avoid plans that newver reach fruen. Thidy minutas
per day is recammended. Ten minutes of exarcises, two ta
three smes during the day, can break up the exercise, if pre-
ferred. Stretching can be helpful F aerobic exercise is nat rec
ammended.

Do not start or moke chonges in an axercse or diet regimen
without consuliing a physican.

Getting sufficient sleep (duration and guality} Is anather faun-
dafion component for poad mental and physical health. The
goal should be eight hours af sleep each night. Teens can ban-
ghit fram nine taten hours af slesp, and older individuals can
suffice with sz hours af sleep. Decrease samulation of the
brain near bedtime - hawe a routine to lowerthe lights, an-
gage in @iming adivities, gquist Wme which preparesthe body

A vridma il v it A
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MUSIE & CH RISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY

IGHITE GRU’HTHI IHSFIRE CHAHGEI | IMF'ACT SEH"H"IEEI

0 |

Rev. Maurice Wright i

i T T I Y T ;| i

CANDIDATE FOR CONNECTIONAL DIRECTOR
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o - Plgetinil Tismiarn Middie Scho

Thgma JefeFson High Somoo
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« Boifbasl Aabomn Saiuil Confessmee (516 Epeonpal abrict}

o Dl Moeth Lonpalibng At Corifesradnios (M Epmcotiad Deairicll

Owegrus in Volcs and Condugting from Morshouss College, Atlants, Georgin

Mambsir of Naflonal Association of Nagre Muslcians [MANM)

Baresa An & lciured R Womhip

Chorml warhshop facitiistos

Founding Member of the Conmmctionasl Muric Commitioe

Rev. Myran D. Hill
GANDIORTE FOR CONNECTIOMAL ASSHGIAT
Cumrury Compresctiorel Farllmiseriacinin MEUAN
Spwrial Educaion Taachar for e Deoer il Bohool Destict 50 im Sodls Caraing
Grrrprd Director of Busss: Padmont Ammuinl Cenfornncs & Ahbevile Grennsscod Distrct
Currary Prdial T Girbnweondd MRIC] Arun Martin Ludius Ping, Jr Pl Chob
Musriar: Tornas Singor, Turner Thockogeal Seminary, Alanta. Goomgia
Mhnisber of Music Flippes Tompls AME Church, Allania, Goirpea
- Fouriier, Voiom af Linarty Choir, LEsarty Hill ANE Chom, Sharmrainm. Soull Carciing
REV H"I"'IiﬁH D. HILL Foundar: Alinn W, Parrost ineperatonal Choir, Wilkars: Chapel ARE Curch, Grangatsing Sooth Camiling
" " Founder: Sluilsrelle Conraiiiily Youlh Chok
SENIOH PASTOR ComFoiser |alorg with his Taifaer); Josesiosn Shiodendlls Commieity Chuolr
CYPRESS CHAPEL AME Crganisnt: Wesiey AME Chorch. Shulervilin. South Caroina
ABBEVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA A wtawctei il prias )

'"Il. 11}

IRECTUR

Ju H ul ,'r-I{ ] )

1.INCREASE CONNECTIONAL MEMEBERSHIP

2.INCREASE THE VITALITY OF MCAM IN EVERY EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

3.PROVIDE LITURGICAL DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC RESOURCES FOR CONGREGATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CONNECTION

4, CONTINUE TO PROMOTE AME ARTISTS
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2018

The lessan reviews werewritten by Willie Sandifer.

July 1, 2018

Lesson Title: Parable of the Unfargiving Servant

Lesson Scripture: Marhew 18:21-35

Frint: Matthew 158:21-35

Devolional Songs- #3565, #2511, and #243

Key Verss: “Should you not have had meroy on yaur f2llow
slave, as | had mercy on you?” (Matthew 18:33) .

This lessan is a stary to eonvey afact and how it can be ap-
plied. The authar af the commentary notes that amone
could have made up this parable about the quesioned fact.
it is also pointed aut that the same truthful end would not
have been reached because Scripture declares all judgment
is given ta the San of Gad. 5o, lesus could authoritaiively
say, “So likewise shall my heavanly father do” {Matt 18:35).

Gaod is faithful and merciful to us. However, we can picturs
ourselves acing the way the unmerciful servant acted, as
we hold folks accountable for évery debt owed us. Whenew-
er we choose not to forgive someone we are aching as the
unmerdful sersant acted,

Marmy of us follow the way we forgive those whe have
wranged us from the way baseball is played. The first wrong
is strike one and we likely give a small warning. The second
wrong is strike twe and we likely give a stronger warning
and & hard glance: The third wrong is strike three and the
persan who wronged usis out. We then want nothing else
to dowith that person.

July 8 2018

Lessan Title: Jesus Crioeizes Unjust Leaders

Lesson Scripture: Matrihew 23

Prnt: Matthew 23:1-8; 23-26

Devotional Songs-®#358; #272; and #243

Key Verses: “The scnbes and the Pharisees sit an Moses'
seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and fallaw it;
but do net do asthey do, forthey do net prachice what they
teach” (Matthew 21:2-3).

In all His arguments, confrantafions, and dissgreements
wiith the Jewish autharimes and rulers of His day, nothing
seemed to faze Jesus, The author of the commentary notes
that this lesson records the strongest language that Jesus
used ageinst anyane. The scoibes and Pharisees seemed 1o
pull gut the strangest and most negative reachlons fram

Him.

We lzarn that not everyone that is placed in authority s
faithful to do what God calls them to do and we learn the
importance of the poesiiions of influence that God gives us
and the responsibilimesthat come with those posiions.

luly 15, 2018

Lessan Title: The Widew and the Unjust Judge

Lesson Scripture: Luke 1B:1-8

Prirt:Luke 18:1-8

Devolonal Songs: #4437, #258;and §243

Key Verses: “And will net God grant jushce ta his chosen
oneswho cry out to him day and night?” {Lukes 18:7&).

In thislesson the reputation of the one beingpettoned is at
risk. Althaugh God is net ke the crooked judge, there s &
small amaunt of basis in that God will guard His reputa@ion
and justify Himself,

The wideow's persistence in coming to him paid off; the judge
decdded to actin the widow's faver. YWe might get the idea
that the secretto efiecove prayeristo just wear God dman,
like children sometimes do with their parems ¥We would
then bhe guilty af praying like the heathan pray in thinking
they will be heard far their speaking 3 whale lot.

We learn about Gad®s will concerning a fathful prayer life.
God desires that we confinue to have a steadfast faith, even
if results are nat seen right away,

July 23, 2018

Lessan Title: Entering God's King dom

Lesson Scripture: M atihew 7:15-23; Luke 13:22-30
Primt:Luke 13:22-30

Dewvolonal Songs: #375,;#77;and £243

Key Verses: “Strive to enter through the narrow door” (Luke
13-4,

The commentary alludes io Robert Frost in stafing that
sgmetimes the road that is |ess traveled is the best one to
take. In this lesson Jesus described two roads that are very
difterent from each other. The first road is very popular and
geasy to travel Itis wide and brmmad and s filled with many
travelers. This road leads to absolute ruin. The second road
is mmpletely opposite from the first. It is narrow and com-
pressed, making it hard to follow. Jesus taught His followers

i eaplivaies Lo Lk A

June IVIE Fape 15



Church School Lesson Overview

Lol feow g 4 2

that the narrow road (s the road that |eads to life.

It sesmsthat every religion has a doctrine af heaven; where
itis|located, what it is, who petsto bethere, and if it isforew-
er. There are many imaginary concepts and ideas, however,
anly the Lord Jesus pives Us truthful anseiers to thess ques-
nons.

July 25, 2018

Lessan Title: Parable of the Great Dinner

Lesson Scripture: Luke 14:1524

Print: Luke 14:15-24

Devamanal Sonps: #5235, §77, and #2943

Key Verses: "Go out at onceintothe streets and lanesof the
town and bringin the poor, the oippled, the blind, and thea
lame” [Luke 14:21

Alot of our sacial achiviles invole eaiing The meal in lesus’
stmry was clearly a large occasion and very impoertant te the
host af this formal meal. The commentary points outthat in
many cultures, breaking bread with someane, or drinking
with someone isto have asocial bend with the other person,
Many were inwited to this suppsr and those imvited wera
known to the host. The servant is sent out ta bring in the
poar, the maimed; the halt, and the blind. Each group was a
social outcast. The hause.is sl not full and the servant was
sent sut ta bring in from the highways and hedgss even
more gutcasts.

Chureh Scheal meets each Sunday =t 8:45 3.m. Thers are
classes for all ages,

Summer Children’s Church

Wolunmteers are need-
ed far Summer
Churdh. Summer
Church is our new
summer ahkernabve
ta Children's Church.
There will be oulngs,
crafts and fun bibklical
explorafions that will ignie the lawve of Christ in our children
apes4-12

W

e 545'\”

Please email executivepastor@stjohnhuntsville.com for more
informaton.

Church School Book Club

June 2018 Dlscussion Date:lune 16 2018
10:00 A.M. —11:30 AN

The Proyer Bax, Wingate, 2013,

July 2018 Discussion Date: July 21, 2018
10:00 AWM. —131-30 A.M,

The Memory Keapers Doughter, Edwands; 2005.

This navel beginsan a winter night in 1964, when a blzzard
forces Or. David Henry to delnverhis own twnins. His son, born
first, is perfecly healthy, but the docor immediately recog-
nizes that his daughter has Down syndrmme. Far mowves he
tells himself are good, he makes 3 split-second decision that
will haunt all their lives forever He asks hisnuorse, Caraline;
to take the baby away to an insttidon, Instead, she disap-
pears into another cityto raisethe child as her oemn.

The Mind-Eody Connection:

Maintain Mental and Physical Health
Bridget J. Floyd

L eaellomesed Ervami s LT}

to rest and have restorsdive sleep. Withowt gquality slesp,
problems with artenmon, mood, as well as physical faigue
CaN OCCUT.

Reducing/dealing with stress should be a constant focus.
Suggestions include not only the abowve, but some coping
strategiesindude:

Meditation or relaxation —deep breathing, @lm music, im-
agining onesalf in a calm sefbing, ar accomplishing a goal.
Express feelings — Talk about feelings, do not keep them
inside. Write/keep @ journal. Draw feelings.

Be not be 2 perfectionist - M aks your best eflort. Manage
expedatons. Putthings in perspechve - How important will
this be nexty=ar arinfive years? Canthings get betier with
wme?

Foeus en the peashive - Spend ime with people whe are
positive and supportive. Lessan criticism of self and others:

June IVIE Fape 16
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5t Johin AME Churzh 3
; Man- profit

213 Church Strest U.5. Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtsville; AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hun'l:.'ilh.n:nrp

e b ite - woywcstio hnhu rtsyille.com

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, Episopa[Superisor
The Peversrd Olier &len, Imerim Presding Eder
The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

June 24, X018 Men's Day, 10:00 a.m.
Jume 26-27, 2018 2018 Council of Bishops and General Board Meeting, Atlanta, Geargia
June 27-30, 2018 Comnectional Christian Education and Youth Congress, Atlanta, Geargia

July 16-159, 2018 Minth District Christian Education Congress, Troy Uniiersity, Troy, Alabama

That iIf you confess with yaur mouth, “lzsusis Lord, ¥ and belisve in pour heart
thot God raised him from the deod, you will be soved Romaons 1005

INDRIC
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ST. JOHN

A M E Newserrer'&

St John Afncan Methodist Episcopal Chirch Hurtsviiie Alabama

Volume23 Issue’ July 2018
5t. John AME Men's Day 2018

By Bro. Bo bbby Adkirs

Itwiasa daytorejoice and reflect on anather spint-flled year forthe 5t. Jahn AME Church, Sons af Allen, as the
men hosted "Men’'s Day 2018" on June 24, 2018 Ourtheme for the program was "Men of Faith” with theme
scripture gleaned from Proverbs 28:20, “A faithful man shall abound with blessings."

The service started with a burst of energy from the 5t John Praise Team, as they opened with voices lified to
Godand our Lord and Savior being praised with true and infechious emofion,

Brother Justin York led the congregation inthe call to warship and inspired worshippers though prayver durng
‘the imvacaton. The Youth Ministry was well mpresented as young brothers Michael Cark and Anthany Harbin
read scripture fram Jeramiah 1218 and 1 Peter 5:53-9. Havingthese youngmen suppariingthe program is-adirect
reflechon .of the desire te provide a platform for the yeuth to learn and presper threugh their teen years and
into adulthood.

Brother Bobby Adkins || presented the theme foar the service, challenging the Brothers to be “Mighty Men of
God*. The scripture, 1 Timothy
B:11-12, which reads “But pou,
0 man of God, fles these things
and pursys nghteousness, God-
linzss, foith, love, potence, and
gentleness Fight the good fight
af foich, loy hald on etemal lifs,
to which vou were alsa caiied
ond hove confessed the good
onfession jn the pressnce of
many witnessas” semved as the
The &t. ohn Mak C hors PrOE @M & ricipa s Justin vork, Michael inspirattonal word of God.
Chrk, aml Anthony Harbin

After reciting a number of inci
dents of racism in the community and
across the naton, Brother Adkins |looked
back 30 years to the 19280°s Hip Hop music
graup Public Enery, by reciing lyrics fram
their hits “Don't Believe the Hype" and
“Welcome to the Terrordame” as examples
af what is gaing an in the namon’'s politics
and the cormsive enviranment many live in
as African-Armericans.

Pastor Maurice Wright || presided owerthe
service and preached fram 2 Corinthians

Pt bl e panpe )

Brother Bill Willa s Brothe r Bo bly Ad kins




St. John AME Men's Day 2018

By Bro. Bobby Adkins

L ranirenan! Mo jeage J |

13:5 with 3 sermon wiled “Biamine Yoursehes". Pastor Wright
stressed three: key paoints during his sermaon: (1) Real men are not
afraid to |ook-at themsehles; (2) Real men are not afraid to dhange;
and [ 3} Real men are changed by God, The classic kit “Maninths Mir-
ror” performed by the lzte R and BfFop Super Star Michael Jackson
was referenced as Jlacksen states in the sang "Pm starmng with the
Man in the Mirror® Pastor Wright, howeser, was quick to remind that
wie cannot doit alene. James 1:23-24 was also referenced for inspira-
#on, with Pastorimplying te "look inthe mirror” and thatthe “mirmr
does not deceive.” Pastor preached to usthat in order for us to be
cleaned, we have to admit we are dirty”; As David prayved in Psalm
51:10, “Creote in m= o clean hzart” As perusual, Pastor Wright nailed

Fastor Maunce Wright |l peached a poweful message  the sermon and with the help of God, [fted the program to-an amazing
from 2 Cor. 135 entitBd * Examine Yousehes ™ spiritual |evel.

Men's Day 2018 was an ovenvhelming success and we thank the Lord for the opportunity to worship and praise

Himinthesanaguary and beyend, Hallelujah tothe King of Kings!

Saint John AME Church “2018 Man of the Year”

By Bro. Bobby ad kims 1

Each year, under the leadership af Pastor Maurice Wright [, the men
of 5t.John AME Church recognize a servant of God asthe S5t Jahn AME
“Man af the ¥Year' duringthe annual Men's Day Service. This year's

l group of candidates reflected the highest qualities faund ina “"Man af

) God”, with a variety of minisiries and mission outreach being illumi
nated within the selectiion process. Howewer, in the end, ank ong
man was deermead to be “most worthy” af the #tle for 2018, and that
was Brather Jesse Johnsan.

* Brother Johnson is a true reflecion of 3 gadly servant, with a spirit
reflecing humility and commitied service ta 5t. John, aswell as to the
greater Huntsville community, Whether welcoming members into the
sanctuary with a warm smile and hug an Sunday mornings, providing

persanal lsbor supporging church adivifies, delivering supplies
Pastor Wrght presents avan o around the community, or assising with family moves using his
Brother Johmon trusty pick-up truck, Brotherlesse's sefless leadership and assistance

are prime examples for othersto follmer.

Brother lohnsan i5 a regular at church en Sunday’'s where he supports a number of ministry achvities, and is an
achve parfidpant in Church Schoal, akvays seekingio learn maere about the Lord through the studying of Ged's
Word, He s also a memberoftheTrustee Board.

Brother Johnson isafriend to mame and offers @ hand and smile to all. Itiswith great pleasure that 5t John rec-
agnizes hisacamplishments asthe 20018 5t. Joahn Man of the Year Coangratulations Brether lohnson! Your dedi-
cation and sacrifice tothe Lard's callingiswell deserving of thisspecial recognition.

Tube 3318 Fape 2



Men's Day “After Party” 2018

By Bro. Bobby Adkins 1|

Toconclude a packed Men's Month schedule, the 5t. John AME Sons of Allen met #

at the pastor's residence after Men's Day to relas and enjoy a great fellawship,
with a cook out and plenty of fun achivines. Afier along day that started with
Church School and the Annual Men's Day Program, it was great to change?
clothes, relad, and listen to some good music and watch movies. After getiing
filled with spiritual food at the Men's Day Program, our bellies weare then filled
with same fantastc food, to include atered barbeque ribs and deep-fried catfish, Ty

tre rediblas 2 was playing onthe
BeSceen Apood movieand 3

pood meal, all inore s pot.

onthe hill, tothe men.

The food was fantasict

cooked on the spot by 5t. John's'esteemed chef, Brother
Diawid Russ, with assistance frem Brether Anthony Fears,

Farfun, the fellas broke out the “bengs” for a game of |
' dominoes, and dropped the jokers, with several games of |
cpades, For those sesking a8 maore intense strategy, the
chess masters hitthetable and seme even played check-*© : =
ersand UND, far thosa whae are challenged. Bm. David Riss and Bro, &

thomy Fears (rar) shovwed off
their cooking skills to prepae
some arezing catfeh.

Gentlemen, bothyoungand old, shawed up and had a fab
ulous ime in fellowship, There s nothing guite like having
ihe brothers hang together in fellowship and In spint. A big

thanks to Pastar Wright and First Lady "Reverend Rita” for apening their beaunful home
Itwias a blessingto remember.

Anyore fora game of spades ¥ Check out
the cor e ntration.

These pentlemen possess some
senos skillon the =hie.

Tube FIE Pape3



St, John AME Men's Breakfast

By Bro. Babby Adkins 1|

On Saturday, June 16, 2018, the 5t. John AME Church5ans of Allen Ministry spansared a “Men’'s Breakfast” at the
Galden Carral an University Drive in Huntswille, The gathering was a great opportunity farthe Sans of Allen Min-
istry to share infellowship and team spint. In addion, and to add to &
spint of sharing, the men opened the dear farfamillesto attend, which
cregted an esciing opportunity for sisters and youth to come out and

[ jainthern for a good meal and great fellowship.

After an apening prayer, the group engaged in some wery thoughtful

corversaions, with each persan learning something new about the

E attendees. The small groups allewed far more Inimate dislogue and

' meaningful periods of reflechion. Whether young or old, newta Christ

or aseasoned saint, the breakfast pravided an apportunity for mem-
berstoconverse ina relaked envimnment.

The Galden Corral staf was engaged and spirited, with one waitress
ackrowledging familiarity with 5t. John AME and asking forthe mean to
pray for ler mother and family. Yes the Holy Spirit was presant and

Sons of len Breakfist Fellowship at Golden Comalon  mowing. This was the second breakfast held by the men this year, and
Liniversity Or, Hurksulle, the parbcipation illustrated the real value of cemmuning together

awayfrmm church, and Inthe spirit of love.

A bigthanksto Pastor Maurce Wright |l, Pastar/Teacher, for supportingthe men and parficipating inthe event.
His leadarship and exceptonalism are greatly appreciated and inspired the men to ahigher calling of semvice.

Yfoung and old, new to Christ or seasoned saint, the brothers
were engaged in meaningful conwersation,

Tube 308 Faped



Pastor Wright Preaches
at The Twenty-Seventh Annual Brotherhood Day Celebration

By B. ohrson

Theme: “Godly men Gwenthe Power, Love, and Self-discipline by the
Spirit of Gad*_I Timathy 1:7

The Reverend Maurice Wright, |l and the 5t. John AME congregation were
Cinwvited ta Pine Grove Missionary Baptst Church for the Twenty-5 eventh
g AnnUal Bretherhood Day Celebrmfon, Members af the Fine Grove Mis
siopnary Bap®st Church Brotherhood opened the worship service with a
gresfing, prayer and scripture readings, The 5t. lohn AME Church Chair
provided the musiml selectons; “God's Grace” with Sister Rosemary
Wells as soloist; “He Keeps on Blessing M e” and "We've Come to War-
ship Him,* Fresiding Elder (Ret.) Oliver Allen eloguently introduced the
Reverend Maurice Wright, || to-the congregation. The Reverend Wright
greetad everyone inthe AME tradifion then went right into an spening
The Reverend Jermmain Turner and Pastar YWright prayer followed by, singing “Father | Stretch My Hands to Thee® The
chasen scripture was | Kings 1B, beginning at werse 41.

And Eljoh soug moe Ahob, "Go, eot, ond annk, for therz 15 the sound of 0 heavy oin ” 5o Ahab went off to eot
ond drink, byt Elijoh cimbead to the tap of Mt Cormel, bent down o the ground ond put Ris foce between his
knses. “"Ho and look toward the s2o,” he told his seriant And he went up ond feoked, “Thers & nothing thers he
soid ¥ Bepen times Eljah soud, "Go bock ¥ The ssventh time the ssrvant reportad, "4 doud a5 smal a5 a man’s
hang &5 rizing from the seo “ 5o Eijph soid, “"Go and el Ahob, "Hitch wp your charigt and go down before the

roin stops you ¥ Megmuhile, the sky grew biock with douds, the wing rose, o heow rain storted foiling ond Ahob
rode of to Jezresl The power of the Lord came an Elgoh and, fucking his dook inte his belt, he ran aheod of
ARob all the wayp to fezreel | Kings 18:41-48

The Reverend Wright expounded onthe sermontopic, “In Spite of the Forecast, God is Working Behind the Scenss *
The sermon was opened with a propheic questtan, "Have you ever listened tothe weather forecast and prepared for
what was told, onlyto go outside and find that whatthey told you was wrong?” Bverything is subjecttao change be-
cause God is shll in ‘control. Somefmes there are sunmy days. Those are the days when we walk around sifnging,
“Showers of Blessings.” And then there arethe days when you feel like you are in a spiritdal drought, when you can-
net seem to make the ends meet. There |s sickness inthe family; more bills than maney, The Good news isthat re-
gardless of what things may feel like, regardless of howthings may look, everwhen you feel like God is not around, in
spite of the forecast, Godisin control and He s working behind the scenes. God is saying, | am checking out to see’if
yvouare sill goingto sing, “How Great is O ur God” when your lights get turned off. As ChrisWans we can be reassured
that even when the enemy triesto clodd our minds with doubt, God has our back, But the question iswhat will we
da’? Will we keep singing, praying, and trustng God for amirrde orwill we walk away and do things our oen way?

In the scripture, the text is dealing with Elijah and his commitment to God and God's commitrment to Elijah to do what
He said Hewould do. Elijgh had prayed a simple prayer and God had sent down a fireto prove that thers wasatrue
and lwing Gad, The land had been languishing under a drought. The Bible saysthatthere had been ne rain. The peo-
ple had repented and it was time for God to send down the @in: Elijgh had heard that the rain was coming: Elijah
stood on the promise of Goed.

Three key points were ifted fram this sermon. First, God knows the forecast befere it gets to us. Beenthough we da
not see it, we can trust God. Belisvers are not controlled by the universe: The safest place you can beisinthe hands
of God. f God knowsthe forecast, then God also knows haw totake care of us. Secondly, it is no Wme to quit. This is

A e dav aRpe A0
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The 28" Connectional Christian Education & Youth Congress (CEC)

Experience!
By Pamek White head

The Reverend Maurice Wright, 1l
Elected Connectional Director of MCAM

"o justioe, love ndness, wolk hembly with youw Gog”’

The 28" Conrectiomal CEC which was held June 28' 30" in M, G&, greatly surpessed eve-
ry possib e ez peotation! The convergence of cErgy and laypesors from & mss the Conmection
ceated a familar erergy of heh-preEe amd worship, soulstiming preaching, informatoen esx-
chamge, creativity, aml elevated soc Bl consciousmess ina way that remimds of the godly man
date to not only engage incommunites thowpghasvareness, bat toako address the 1B ofsock
etythromghaction; heme the theme, “Walking Wioke”. The reverbe mting question throog ho ut
the confee e eas, “What does God equire™ tMoah 68 overtly arsvwers the gestion as “He
hzs shown you, O mortal, wiat is pood. Ard what does the Lord require of youo? To act justl
ard to love mercy and toowallk humbly wit hyour God™ MV ThiE keystore vese was the foun
dation of rearly every woshipsarnice, meeting, session, and learning Bb prese mted during the
confemnce.

The Conrectioral CEC, under the kadeship of the Peversnd |

Dr. Garland F. Pieme, Conrec tional Director of Chrgtian Ed uca-

tion, wes comducted with spirtualam pofessioml exelle e,

The eze of regEteton ard avaikbility of both, digial and

prnted informaton, catersd tothe bmoad cross-section of in

tepeme@tion| conferace atiendees. The confemnce bepan

- with a poweriul opening plerary by the keyrote speaker, the

Fevemrd Or Obery Hendricks followed by BEhop McEinky voung, Senior BEhop, -
who preat bed the opening woship s=rvice. The spintofthe morning carried over
imto the aftemoon wher there wemr a variety of kaming Bbs that mrged from
chumh schosl ¢ ok olom, woship ars, health, outreach, communi @ton, tech- §
mlogy, ecologal jistice arnd mome.

Tube FIE Pape B



The 28" Connectional Christian Fducation & Youth Congress (CEC)

Experience!
By Pame & White head

dressed in black to ke a stam insolidanty agairst gerler-based vioknce (kttps )/ fwerw.oikoume re org/en/get-
imeoleed thusdays-in bEck). The impact of the soc &1 focws of the day was simply outst=nd ing and == reed as the
perfect pate way into an ekpant presentation of the Chretian Debuamtes amd Wasters ©Essof 208 whem yo ure
people frorm acrogs the Conmection who have participated in their mspec tive d Btret’s pogram wee eoognized.
it owes evident that these woung peoplk, with God’s continued blessirgs ard favor, are well ontheir way totakisg
up the rantelof Chrstian kaders hip for oor Zion.

Fast forwamd _attendess walked into Frday erergized by the museal mie pEyed by BET's D Suwmve Burgamdy, &l
weme setand ready to engage ina mrel-kd decusion on sociEl justiee . At the soumd of hearng Kemrik Lamar's
prpulrsong “alrght”, the writer’s inital thoog hts were, obh my, ths & a3 bit “edgy” forchuch. Howeser, this is
the essemce of “Walling Woke”. There mst b= a ealization of the reed to be opzn to pew appmackes amd stat
egies that will im rease the visibility of problerss in communities so that the chumhcan better add ress the iils of
society, “alrght” § a populr mainsiram song that provdes massurance that despite what has Rppened | &

mppening, or will Eappen, "we pon’ b= alright” as its K cs state, The sorg E an autkentic and unpretention de-
scAphion of the c umemt state of Beck amerca whik paredozically serving as 3 povwe rful hip-hop poc B nation of
hope fora betterday. Christiars know that their hope résts in Chrst s smd it is only becase of Himt =t they
amard willco mtinee to “be alhght.”

The day contineed with more [earning labs, an Hour of Power Womship Serdice, minktry meetings, and elkctions.
The highlight of tle day for 51, ko hn & MEC-Huntsvile wasthe PMsic and Chretan Arts Minstry (PMCAN] meeting
amd electiors. & 51 John places a heavy emphasis on the worship ars in s weekly serdices, more than 60 par-
soms Traveled to the Conmectioma | CEC 1o epgage in pmowth and enrchment opportunites. [ was a worde il
tirre of fellows hiparm developrrent as many of the 51, lohn e mbers partcipated in multple workshops. Inadd
tion to all that was learred and experenced, the pammount moment of ihe confereme for St. lohn AMEC -
Huntsvile was when Pastor Maonce \Wright, || was cerified as the newly elected Conpectionz | Birector of BACARA
amd the Peveremd Mymn Hill s sssociate Conpectiomal Director, Ina previows interdew with Pastor wnght, he
shamd,

¥ feel strongly obowr meoningful worship ond offaring owr best to God. The orms deportment in owr churches is
mewng forword in every way. | want o help o foolitote the positive dircoon ond prowde lzodership so we will
never be oble o sgy that MECAKM i the best kapt sacret ™

The offices and members of 51, ohn AMEC- Huntsville pay that God willstrenethen ard sastain Pastor Wright as
ke continues to b obedienttothe Spirt and doall that God equies of him in bE new position, We pRy God ‘s
continued favor upon Pastorard Pev. Rits as theyembark uponths rew dime mionof theirjoormy,

**Fxrmomr highlghts am petues fronithe Conrec tional CEC, you are invited tov st the ¢ hurch's Face boo k page
atSTEHMNAME HEY .
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MUSIC & CHRISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY

IGNITE GROWTH! | INSPIRE CHANGE! | IMPACT SERVICE!

July 6, 2018

Dear MCAM Family,

We are immensely grateful to our family, friends and loyal supporters who
£0 graciously embraced our campmgn ior Director and Assooate Director of
the Music & Christian Arts Ministry of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church. Yourwords of encouragement, contributions, but most
importantly, vour prayers will never be forgotien

Dur prayver is that God will be pleaged with the work done through this
ministry and that this ministry will continue to transform lives, semve ous
church and most importantly, glorify God!

Again, we are rlrnplj..' humbled and genuinely appreciative for your support
during the campaign, We look forward to you joiming with us In ministiy as
we give Him the glory and edify the people of God.

In His Service,

Rev. Maunce Wnght, 11
Director, MCAM

Ry, Myton [, Hill
Asgociate Directar, MCAM

Lal uls Some o s Dresenice Wittt Mranssos W FEE LS TIENE & il morss I P Wikt

sonas of priise!” -Foalm 952
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South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer Church School Convention
“Encouraging, Empowering and Engaging the People of God”

By Thalia Love

The 3% Episcopal District-Narthwest Conference, South Birmingham Huntsyille Bessemer District Church
School Carmention was held June 8-9, 2015, Friday night's service was hosted by the Reverend Anre Faush
and Allen Temple, Bessemer, After the opening of the converion by Presiding Elders O fiver Allen and My-
ers Hawkins, 5r, Mr.Haodges Washingten, 5. Jahn—Huntsville, gave an averview of the church schoal les
san. The lessan was followed by Bible Bowl, wherby teams entered answers via electmnic devices. 5t.
Johrn—Huntswille handily secured first place inthe Bible Bowl games.

After the Bible Bowl, there was mare technology and brain work as Dr. Chris Crawdord, Jr. Assistant Profes
sorinthe College of Engineering and Computer Science at the University of Alabama and Dr, France Jach-
son, @ User Experience Researcher fer Intel Corp presented a handson demenstration of their docoral
wiark through a BRAIN-ROBOT Warkshop. By measuring brain actvity, two volunteers were able to iy 2
drone using brain waves rather than a remoete. Drs. Crewford and Jackson may have recruited a slew of stu-
dents intaSTEM programswith theirexct@ngwark..

Attorney |da Tyree Hyche, the Distrid Coordinator, and Mr. Willie 5andifer, District S uperntendent, pre-

sented awards forthe poster contest winners. Afierrepast, Bishap Harry L. Seawright led the worship ser-
wice, The waorship service
concluded with the conse-
cration of four Deaconess
es: Mrs. Gwendolyn Bald-
win, Mrs. Charlsie Brooks,
Mrs. Mary Pewers, and
Mrs. Ewa Smith—all fram
5t. John—Huntsville.

. Saturday's achvities began
with a Calsbratian of Life
for the late Presiding Elder
Albert Lee Hezekiah Hyche
gt the Daniel Payne Com-
munity Flaza. In keeping
with the late elder's wish-
g5, the Church S5choal Pic
nic, with food and fellow-
ship, was held immediat ely
fallowingthe senice.

Four women frem 5t Jahn were censecrated Deaconesses in the AME Church during the Fri-
day worship service. Pldured abowve are Pastar Wright, Deamnesses Charlsie Brooks, Mary
Fowers, Bva Smith, Gwendolyn Baldwin and Bishop Harry S eawright.
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Vacation Bible School Focused on Kingdom Building

“Build on Jesus®

By Thalia Love

Ie mibe rs ofall apes enpyed Vacation Bibk S hool.

Vacation Bible Schonl was a time far building at 5t John AME—Huntzville, The 5t. Jahn family cele-
brated withthe theme, “Jesus the Kingdom Builder.” The scripture for the week was from Hebrewss
11: 10— for he wos lboking fordard to the oty with foundotfons, whass architect and builderis God
Helping ta build were the Preschool Builders, lzd by Mrs, Kay Adkins, the PrAmary Carpenters, led by
Me. Shelby Washingtan and Mrs. Pamela Whitehead; the Junior Contractars, led by Ms. Patrice Hol-
land; the Teen Architects, led by Mr. Bobby Adkins; the YoungAdult City on a Hill Builders, led by Sis-
ter Karmmen Lawmore and BrotherJusen York; and the Adult City on a Hill Builders, led by Sister Lillie
RBisers and Mr, Hodges Washingtan.

The lessons farthe week moversd all aspects of kingdem building. Monday's |lesson fram Matthew
T:24-27 was “Build an Jesus”. Tuesday's lesson was "Building Strang Families” from Genesis 17 5-9.
Wednesday night's lessan was “Building God's House® from Exodus 25:1-9, and the week dased.out
with “Building Tomorrew Today” fram Joshua 24:13 15,

The commifteas all did an excallent job. A spedal thank you to Mrs, Donma Gullatie and Mrs. Mary
Rankin for “canstructing” the decorattons foarthe classrooms. Mrs: Larraine Parham and Ms, Lula Ro-
chelle made sure everyone was registersd. Dr. Abresofia Williams and Mrs. Cheryl Anderson were
site coordinators for ceadve building crafis. Mr. Earl Fitchard made sure there were fun sutdoor
games. Mrs. Stephanie Scott and the Kitchen Ministry provided nutriious foundatan laying meals to
begin each evening. Mr. Darerin Washington captured the events in picdure and provided media ser-

wices. The Christian Educaon department gives special thanks to Pastor Maurice Wright, |l and First
Lady, the Reverand Joretha ¥Wright for their leadership and support.
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Vacation Bible School Focused on Kingdom Building
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Habitat for Humanity 2018 Build

Theare is sill time to pamcpate intheSpring 2018 Habtat Heuse projec. Each year 5t John partnerswith Habitat far Hurman-
ity and churches in the communityto build 8 house. Members are encouraged to volunteer on any of the dates listed.

DATES

DATS

20128 5PRING BUILD UFDATED SCHEDULE

Partner Family: Shaniqua Gaillard, Building ste; 6125 Belgrade Or.

Z01BES5PRING BUILD SCHEDULE
Partner Family: 5haniqua Gaillard, Building site: 6125 Belgrade Or.

TASKS

June 5, 7,9 Tue., Thur,, S5at, Continue vinyl siding, (plumbingand electrical rough-in by others)
June 12, 14, 16 Tue, Thur,Sa3t.  Caulk apanings, install wall insulaton, continue vinyl siding

July 24, 26, 28  Tue, Thur,5at. Installimenor doors, baseboard, window trim, cabinets

July 31, Aug 2,4 Tue, Thur,5at.  (Plumbing, finish electrical and HYAC by others

Hardware Door stops, closet sheling, Blinds

Audg 7,9 11 Tue., Thur,, 5at. Landscape, touch up paint, clean and wax floors, woark

Funch list

Aupg. 14,16, 18 Tue., Thur.5st. Catch-up (Dedicationtobe announced)

The schedule is confingent onweather and subcontractors, Wewillwork 730 AM to nooan. No luncheswill be provided,

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From North Memarial Py, go west an Winchester Road. At the battom af the hill, turn
right onto Belgrade Dr. Goto 6125 Belgrade (on the left side of the stras=t).

M. Tami McGhee is the coordinstor far 5t. John, Please contact her if you have amy

quesHons.
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A Tribute To Presiding Elder Albert Lee Hezekiah Hyche
“A MANCN A MISSION"

§ The Reverend Albert Lee Hezekiah Hyche was @ man of commitment, courage,
“l‘ and a strong character destined for grestnessand success.

| Elder Hyche's character was most consistently identfied by regarding him as a
disciple of Jesus Christ and committed to carrying out his prophetic duties,

Elder Hyche accepted Christ as his Savior garly in his life and Tn 1976 was Or-
dained in the African Methodist Episcapal Church. It was then that He accepted
the challenge to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ: Thus becoming YA Man on a
Mission af Minlstry™ far ovar4l years.

In 1997, Elder Hyche was elevated to Presiding Elder af the Birmingham-
Flarence District. He also served the Montgomery-5elma District. Atthe #ims of
his death, he was serving the Sauth-Birmingham-Hunt swille-Bessemer District.
Elder Hyche was an organizer, a leadesr, and aloverafthe church: Hez established
many arganizations thraughout the church and comrmunity,

Elder Hyche's religious faith be@ame a recognizable imfluence &t the me of ‘his
illness as his zeal far unadulterated warship and administrafion sxposed him as
2 wise man on 3 missian of minist .

YWhen it cameto dealingwith some situalions, especially his health, the task was esceedingly difficult, but El-
der Hyche justsaid bring it on, and he aghtened up his boot straps and Taced them head-on. The most citical
episade of Hezekiah®s carzer was the trialsthat he faced in his last days of ‘his sickness and disease that cut
hirm oft not onk frem family and hope of life, but frem assodation with men and wamen and accessto the
sanuary, His iliness seemed to endanger the goals of his ministry and mission, but Elder Hyche held anto his
faith and for this reason he was regarded as @ man of deep commitment and courage. [fthis reminds you of
another great “Man.on a Missien”, that is my intent.

The death of Elder Hyche crowned a consistent character of strength and spirtual steadfastness that urmveilad
the greatness of @ man that Paul spoke of when he said "l fought @ good Gght, | kept the faith, | inished my
course”. Elder Hycha was the husband of Attomey |lda Tyree Hyche for ower 34 years, a lowing father and
grandfather,

Thank yau Elder, for a job weall done!

"His lord said unto him,

Well done, good and faithful servant;
thou hast been farhful over a few things,
I will moke thee ruler over many things,
enter thou into the joy of thy lord ©

Matthew 2523
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Kelsaon Hill Named
Youth of the Month for June

Kelsan 1. Hill was namead Youth
of the Manth for June.. Heisa
member of the 5t. lohn YPD
and Yauth Chair. He enjoys
playing videa games, hangng
out with friends and staying
away from his somewmes an-
noying bkig sister. His favarite
foods are macarani and cheess

| IE®onzed Pastor wnght
and tacos, Kelsan has an infec-
mous smile and likes to laugh, aswell as make others laugh;

sametimes even gething in trouble for daing so.

Kelson is actve in sports, plays football, basketball and base-
ballforthe Huntsville Eastern League. He hasmade the base-
ball Altstarteamthe last 2 years, as well as being an All-5tar
farthe Bl basketball team this past season.

In addion to having perfed afendance, he made all 4's and
ane 3 this past-a@demic year. His favorite subjeds are math
and reading. He is part of GATE, Gifted and Talented Educa-
won Frogram, of Huntswille City 5 chaals. He scoared inthe 39
and 94 parcentiles an STAR testing for math and resding,
respectively

Felzon iz a nsing 4th grader &t Hanpton Cove Elementary
Schod. He ig the som of Marcus and Angela Hill and the
lwother of Martines.

Fine Grove Brotherhood Service
By 8. ohnson

[ M L T B

not the #me to sit down, There is always same work to do.
Ahab wient up:. He did not sit- down. Elijah téaches us today
that a child of God'swark is never done. And finally, what ever
you do, da not stap praying. Elijah st himsel an the earth
and started to talkwith God. Thisisthe ime when Christans
nzed to pray. Keep on praying, knowing that God is lHstening;
keep an praying knowing that God is working behind the
scenes; keep on praying when He says “no”. Keep on praying
ewen when yeu do not see the rain. In spite of the forecast
God i working bahind the scenes

Worship closed with prayer at the altar. The Reverend Jer-
main Turner, the pastor of Pine Grove Missionary Baptist
Church, thanked the Reversnd Wright and the 5t. Jahn con-
gregation for a wonderful worship experience.

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

WEORSHIP THAT GLORIFIES GOD

“Come, let usworship-and bow down. Let us kneel before the
Lord.our maker, for he is our God.” Psalm 356 MNLT

God created us to warship and has placed this inclinaton in
every human heart. W people do not worship their Creator,
they will facus their devolion an samething ar someone glse.
That 15 why there are sa many religions in the world,

As Christians, we may assume that since ours Isthe God of the
Bible, He must be pleased with our worship aof Him, The Od
Testament was very spedfic regardingthe ways in which the
Lord gave very direct instructions about how to approach Him,
Although we now have direct aceessta the Fatherthrough the
Son, we must-shll be carefulto worship Him in waysthat glori-
fy Him—whetheror not they please us.

If wre wish to Worship Him im Truth, we must do marethan
“Lip Service”. YWhen our hearts are far from God, we may go
throughthe roulines of worship without meaning anythingwe
say orsing. OrF, we have the "Wong Faois”. fewe come simp-
by to have a satisfying emofonal experignce, we have missed
the paoint. Warship is about hanoring, reverencing and ador-
ing Godwith ourwhale being—rmind, will, and keart.

Finally, we as follewers and sworshipers af lesus Christ, aur
liwes must include the verbal sharing of our loveof Jesus. We
have to attempt to Ive our lives as lesus. Show people what
He laoked like. How He reached aut and touched poor pec-
ple. Hereached out to all,

Mot only do wewarship and Praise, butwe show in nan-verbal
ways the Love of Christ, the way we treat people in powerty,
the way youtreat a neighbor, the way you look aut for same
body's concerns beyond just yourself,

5t. John'sSoup Kitchen, serving each 3™ and 4" Tuesday of the
month offers you a great potental to point peopleto Chhst
and woarship while serving. God bless you and please come
and serve,

“The Church Isn't just about aworship experience
and focus on self. |t's about others.” Mikalis Lisikakis
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Money Milestones: This is how your finances should look in your 40s
By Bnother Bobby 2d kins 1

| have been mvesting for over three decades and have understood the Tundamentals of nvesting for many years
That being said, | did mot really "get it" umdl my mid-305 and [Zer @ | approached 40 years old, having recently re-
tired from the military. Though | had saved monthly, | had not disciplined miyself well enough to “makimize my
savings op portunities”, beliesving | needed to achieve a certain level of in-
come What did | not get? Well, my mindset was “l don't make enough to
save enough” 5See, | had a speclic doliar igure in mind. That was the
wrong mindset Finance professionals have long held that savings should
not be based on what we make, it should be based on wha percentage of
ourincome we choose to save Setbing specilic goals and establishing the
ideal portion of your income o place into savings is the key, Planning for
retirement means establishing goals and becoming disciplinegd in mesting
those savings objectves As we continue the "decades series”, let's take a
look & the prime earning years, the 40s

ImaJanuary 5, 2018 artcle, on the website Marketwach com, Alessandra Malito, afinance writer, writes, "The40s
decade is a criical time for retirement svings, as it is likely when a person wWill reach their peak income and can
make a dent in their long-term goals if they haven't yet begun to do 0." For a 40-year-old with nothing saved for
retirement, putting away 5650 a month (about 15% of a 550,000 sdary) can get them 51 million in retirement sav-
ings by age 67, according to calculations on persond finance personality Dave Ransey s website

Per an article pul::lll':hed un Januanr 5, IDlE ﬂn Marh:EtWatch Cam, ma:'rmi:ﬂ'ng Earnfngs mnuld be a man focus in

about retirement for personal inance site Eanlrae com "r'uu can start with a hnhb\f of build @ mini busmess and
eventually make that sde gig afull-ime job T you like Bepgardless, saving & much & you can is important

Your 40s are also the time to begin usng various typ es of accounts for retirement funds, said Parick Amey, atinan-
cid adviser at advisory firm EHC Wealth Management Services in Overland Park, Kansas Max out employer-
sponsored retirement accounts, such as a401{k) or 403(b) plan, and use Both Individual
Retirement Accounts (IRAS), The third option s a tacable investment account, that they
can useintheearly vears of their retirement as their tak-deferred accounts (the first two
types) cortinue to grow. Cornfield said a good esimate is stashing away 8% to 12% of
vour salary, whereas Amey said anywhere from 10% 1o 15%.

Stcking to aplan 5 also key to having a comfortable amount of asseswhen it is ime to
retire, something Joe Mecca, a 40-vear-old marketing manager at Cozstal Federd Credit
Unionin Raeigh, M.C. has dene, he sid Bven when finances were tight — such as stu-
dent loans, auto loans and at one point his duakincome household becoming a Sngle-income household — he re-
mained steadfast on contributing to his future's funds, knowing the money would grow to his berefit He did admit
it would have been easier to Sop contributions, so he could have more cash flow every paycheck, though | had to
have faith in the system,” he sad “Even as | was going through different Iife changes | have abwvays trusted the

M TR e Leaper J T

July Z01E Fape 15



Kaitlyn McClung Receives Another Scholarship

Eoadfhyn at Redstone Federalc mdit Union
Scholars hip BEanguet

By 2drenme Pope-Eelly Washirgton

Onlune 21, 2018, duringthe Redstene Federal Credit Union Scholarship Bar-
guet, Kaitlyn McCung was awarded yet another substantal schalarship based
an her academic achiewvements and an essay that discussed the adwvantages
and disadvantages of face to face communication inthe digital sodal age.

A Junior English Majar at Alabama-& and M U niversity, she isthe reciplent of 3
fulktuitron Acadermnic M erit Scholarship and band scholarship. With 24.0 GPA,
Kaitlyn is presently @ member of the Honors Program, Marching Maroen and
¥YWhite Band, Honors Program Debate Team, English Club, Poetry Club, Pre
Alumni Associglian, and mare. An achive member of these organizattons and
her church, she frequently valumtesrs and serves ler community, exemmplify-
ing her University motio "Service isSoversignty.”

- Her academic achisvement and service have earned her four addifonal aut-

side scholarships, resulting in-a "full ride” foarthe 2018-2019 academic school
year.She is a two-iime recipient of both the Alabama A and M Unwersity Na-
wanal Alumni Assodaton Schalarship and the Huntsville/M adison County As
sociaion S cholarship. The Mafonal Alumni Assadafion Scholarship Recephion
wias held an May 5, 2018,

On April 7, 2018, Kaitlyn receved a scholarship duringthe Alabama A and M
First Lady Scholarship luncheon. She is now a part of a select group of stu-
dents known forvelunmeering their ime and talent in service, net only ta the

unmersity but the surmunding community

Upon graduasing from Alabama A and M University, Kaitlyn plans to confinue to serve her community as
an attorney and owner of @ non-profit. She plans te own & naiion-wide chain of art-based community
canters with emotenal and educatonal counseling for creative and underserved teenagers. Kaitlyn says
the combinaton of community, family, and faith has enoouraged her to |live according to her faverite
guote by Maya Angelou: “My mission inlife is not merelyto survive, buttothrive,; andto do sowith some
passion, some compassion, some humor,-and some style”

Kaithyn isthe daughter of Mz, Kathryn Dulaney.

Kennedy Harris Receives Multiple Honors
from Tuskegee University

Kennedy Harris attends Tuskegee University where she was: seleced as the 2017
Callege of Arts and Sciences Spotlight student; inducted inta Sigma Alpha Pi and
Sigma Xi Honor Sociewes; recognized as a University Honors Convocation Schalar
and elected upcoming Junior Class ¥ice President.

Kennedy is curently partdpatingin the Gatewsaysta The Laboratary Summer Pro-
gram at Cornell University in Manharian, NY where she is dually conductng bio-
medical research as-aMIH NIDEKSTEPUP intern.

Kennedy isthe daughter af Reginald and Yvenne Sandersan and the sister of Rabyn Sandersan.
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Student Recognitions for Money Milestones: This is how your
2017-2018 School Year finances should look in your 40s

By Bro. Bo bby 2d Kire 11

Robyn Sanderson finished the

year with all “A" Honor Roll and e meed s s 240
represanted her school at the
Madisan County Regional
SpellingBee. 5o, T you are in your 405 and have not established a
longEterm savings plan, & 15 not too late Websites such
as MarketWatch com and MotleyFool com offer a varie-
ty of retirement planning tools, at no cost to You, as
well as access to many highly recommended irvest-
ment portfolios and accounts Again, it isnever too late
to plan for the future

plarn”

Robyn successfully bridged to
lunior  devel in Girl Scouts
and pardicipated in AYS0 soccer,
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Minth Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L. Seawright, Presiding Prelate
The Reverend Sherita S eawright, EpiscopalSupervisor

018 Annual Conference Scheduls

" Sassion of the Alabama River Region Annual Conference
August 18— WMS EYPD Annual Conference
August 21-14, 2018
Browns Chapel AME Church, The Beverend LeadisStrang, Host Pastar
410 Martn Luther KingAvenus, Selma, Alabama 36703

9" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference
September 1—WMS & YPD Annual Conference
Septermber 4-7, 2018
Daniel Payne Cammunity Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 3521%

9" Sazsion of the Southeast Alabama Annual Conferance
September1s —WM5 & YPD Annual Canfarence
September 18-21. 2018
Greater5t. Paul AMEChurch, The Revarend Elijah Shafsh, Host Pastor
BOB E. Academy Street, Troy, Alabama 36081

9" Session of the Mortheast Alabama Annual Conference
September 2—WMS & ¥YPD Annual Conference
Detober 2-5 2018
Washington Chapel AME Church
2508'W. Montgamery Road, Tuskeges, Alabama J60E8
Hosted by “Consortium of Bullock County Churches”

9% Session of the Southwest Alabama Annual Conference
Ocdober1l3—WhHMS &EYPD Annual Conferance
Oetober 16-19, 2018
Hostto be determined.

2015 Planning Meeting &
150" Celebration of the AME Church in Alabama
MNeowvembar 1-3
5t. John AME Church, The Reverand Roosewvelt Williams, l1l, Host Pastar
207 Madison Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama 36104
Fenaissance Manigomery Hotel & 5pa
201 Tallapoosa Street, Montpomery, Alabama 36104

MNinth Episcopal District Office
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingharm, Alabama 35214
205.326.4498 (office) — 205.326.4434 (fax)
wnsnsninthamechurch.org
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Church School Lesson Overview — August 2018

The lesson reviews were writlen by Brother Kenneth Par-
ham,

August 5, 2018

Lessan Title: God's Justee

Lessen Scripture; Romans 3:1-16

Print: Romans 2:1-12

Kay Verse: "But glary and honor and peace far everyans
who does pood, the Jew first and alsa the Greelk. For God
shows usno parnality.” Romans 2:10-11

Upan reflecingon this lessan, the eviewer noted the theme
of man's mistrestment towards his fellow man. For some
reason it seemsthat man must have status aver another and
thusly, man hasto label another man with labels that magnk
fy the morale weakness af the one being looked down upon,
We are shown this whan we encounter the soiptural ac
count of the woman at the well baing accused of aduliery by
those who also had some morale deficiendes of their own

Uahn 8:3-11).

Even though man's morale deficiencies have levels of degra-
dation, we are reminded that thereis ne “greater sin” (sin is
sin} and we all fall shart of the glory of God (Romans 323,
Paul reminds us to be weful in passing judgement. Forin
doing sa, this lesson highlights that we are casting damna-
#@on upon our awn souls. And if we follow the teaching of
Jesus (Matthew 7:3-5), we will first be able ta perform a self-
esamination of our own sehvesto removethe plank in ane’s
own eyeand then being able ta deary see and help remowve
the dust in our brother's eye. Faul reminds usthat God isa
Just Godand repays acarding to each of our deeds. That is;
GGod will give etemal life to those patiently doing good and
seeking his glory @and honar and immarality. And farthose
‘who are self-absorbed not caring about truth but seeking
wickedness, Gadwill reward with wrath and fury.

August 13, 2018

Lessan Title: Glebal Economic Justice

Lesson Scripture; 2 Corinthians 89

Lessen Print: 2 Carinthians 8:7-15

Key Verse: "Foryou know the generous.act of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though hie was rich, yet for yoursakes he became
poar, so that by his poverty you might beceme rich.” 2 Co-
rinthians 8:9

It has been established by consensusthat the United States
ls the-most {blessed) richest nawan an the face of the eanth
It |1z alse noted that Americans are 1he mes Benevolent in

the world. If thers is 3 heart wrenching cry for assistance,
Americans are usdally the first to reach deep within their
pockets contributng lo@lly aswell as internadonally. Ameri-
ca demonstrates how compassianate a naWon it isan 3 con-
stamt basis

Yetinthe lesson text, we see Faul explorng the concept of
being eager and willlngly 1o come ta the 2id ef those who
have less. In his letter te the Carinthians, ha indicates that
the projectthat they started should be campletely and with
zeal, Paul notes that Jesus who was rich gave up all to be
come poer in arder that we may became rich, Paul reminds
the Corinthians that out of love lesus gave all. And in the
spirit of trus love, those having much, witheut pressure,
should be willingto gve to the lgéss farunate and those with
iiftle will be more than wwilling to accept from thosa who
have much, Faul reminds us in clesing that this s simphy =
fairbalance of nature _° the ane having much did nat haws
too much and the one who had litile did not have too little
{werse 154"

August 19, 2018

Lesson Title: Lowving and Just Behaviar

Lesson Scnpture; Romans12:9-21

Lesson Print! Same

Key Verse) “Let love be genoine; hats what (g 2vil, hald just
towhat is good” Romans 12:9

We have all been taught the second greatest commandment
that is " _love thy neighbor as thyself (Mark 12:37) _% But
has sach one of us really pondered what it truly means to
love thy neighbar, The reviewer believes that this lessan
providesavalid madmap te each that end.

The lessan indicates that we should be compasslonate fo-
wards and achvaly engage In the physical, emetonal and
spiritual needs of ourfellew man.  Faul, in verses 12-21,
identifiesr mamy noted Chrisman characterisics that define
what it means toachvely engage. The following are noted:
having & genemmus spirit, — be willing to give to the saints and
poor and to show hospiality to strangsrs; having a8 compas-
sionate spirit —bBe willing te: rejoice and cry with athers, and
ta be there for others during their fimes of trials; having a
humble and mesk spirc — remember God gwves talents to
man in mary areas so do noet think yeu are betier than an-
other; and aboawve all, having-a ferewing spirt —forghe and
forget wrongs donete you and remember that vengeance ig
forGad

i eapiiivaiesy L e NI
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Church School Lesson Overview

Lot few g A

August 26, 2018

Lessan Title: Pracheing lustica

Lesson Scripture) Ephesians 835 —5:L Colossians 3:1-17
Lessen Print! Celossians 3:5-17

K=y Versa: “As God's chosen enes, holy and belovad, clothea
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness
and patience.” Colossians 3:12

In consuleng the Life Applicafion Study Bikle, the following
camments zre b2ing afterad in the review, Inthis lessan,
Paul writesta the newly carverts of Colossae. He lets them
knew that fallowing Christ is a (Feame commitmeant. He l&t
them know that in order to follew Christ which is-a life-long
journey ane must give up the ald self [Le rarhly morals -
Impurity, passion, =vil, anger, wrath, slandsr and abusive
languzgsl; and to put on rew God-fearngmarals love, kind-
ness, humility, measkness fargiveness and patience). He alsa
indicatzs that the pewly converted must guard the tongus
and do not spread lies against one another for lizs bring
about separabnon and i5 also. a pathway back 1o the old sslf
lald mormls)

Faul also indicates that alangthis new walk, God favars no
namonality, moce, educstional ar social standing, wealth, rall-
gian or power. Chrst breaks down all bamiers and sccepts
all (%~ Christ s all and isin all_") and during this new jour-
ey they are commanded to teach and admanizh anz anoth-
erin wizsdom with gratuds in one's heart exemplified by the
singing af lwymns, psalms and spiritual sangs to God.  Paul
closesthe leHar by indimtng that whatever wea do (in word
or dead) do everything in the rame of the Lord Jesus giving
thanksio Godthe Fatherthmugh him

Date Night

All couples are inwited out on July 27, 2018 from 6:30 p.m. 1o
EB:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse &t 101 legacy Drive 5'W, Madisan,
Alabama to partake in learning ta Line Dance. The price is 57
PEF REFSON.

Light refreshrment s will be served,

Flease ses the Norwoods, the Millers, or the Scetts (Hosts)
for maoreinformaton.

o BOOK i, o
G‘ C}L@ 0

Church School Book Club

August 2018

Discussion Date: August iE, 2018
10:00 AM. —11:30 AN
Cross Roads, Yeung, 2013,

September 20148 Discussion Date: September 15, 20718
10:00 AM. —11:30 AN,

The Handmaid's Tale, Atwood 1998,

Offred I8 a Handmaid in the Republic of Giead She may
iemie the homs of the Commanderand his wife once a8 day
to walk to food miarkets whose sipns ame now pictures in-
stead of waords bemise women are no longer allowed ta
read. Shamust e on her back once's manth and prag that
the Commanpder makes her pregnant, becadse in an-age of
declining births, Offired and the other Handmalds are valued
anly Fiheir ovarizs are viab| e

Bfired can remember the days befare, when she Ived apd
made leve with her huskand Luke; when she' playad with
and protecied her daughtar; when she had ajob, money of
her own, and access to hknowledge. But sl of thet s pone
maEw

Furmy, wnsipacied, harrfying and altogsther mnvine-
ing, Thz Honomuoids Tof |§ @1 once scathing samre, dire
warning and literary tour de force - Amazan

et Fror prsiig Benindns and yousg mamn o gros e G thaii vyt
Lems i Shrems i W am Dhciisss B 5 (e om BEe
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; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID
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The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Ssawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright, Episopa[Superisor
The Peversrd Olier &len, Imerim Presding Eder
The PeEvererd Maorie Wright I, Servant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

Mily 30, 2018 Official Board and Church Conference

August 18, 2018 Chureh Pienie

September 1, 2018 Morthwest Alabama Conference WMS & YPD Annual Cenferenes
September4-7, 2018 97 Session of the Morthwest Alabama Annual Conference

Daniel Payne Cammunity Plaza

1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

Thot if you confess with yowr mouth, "lezsusis Lord, ¥ ond belisve in your heart
that God roized him from the dead, you will be soved Romons 1008

INDRIC
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Welcome Back to School
By Pouwla M Pippen

Anew schoal year birings several new beginnings - friendships, [earning opportuniyes, adventures, just to mame a
fewthings. Hereare same back-to-schoolfipsto ensure thatyeur new school yearis asuccessful one:

= Start =ach school day with a posittve atfitude. Remember, your afotude detemrnines your aletude

s G=t 3 goed night's sleep! Staying up late a1 night may makes i1 difficult for veu te sigy focused during
the schaool day,

=  Eata healthy breskiast, Do not skip breakfast as it s very important to get & healthy start toyour day,

@ [onet be afraid to 3=k guestions in cdass ar ask for help if you do not understand how to do some-
thing.

o Find 3 homework-anly area in your home This area @n be ampwhere, but o must not have any dis-
tracions nearby such as television, call phone/sacial media, computar games, etc.

® fakesurzto share imporant papers with your parents, paracularly thesethat nesd to b signed-and
returned in 2 imely mannar ’

# Pracice pood study and work habits. Always complete classwoark and homewark assignments aon
ame

®  Charge your electmnic device 2ach night (if ussis allowed in dass

& Prepare for each sccheal day the night before, Selea your puthit and have it sifing out ready for the
nest marning. Make sure that yeurschoosl suppligs, hamework, and/or important forms are packed in
your backpad.
Pack yourlunch the night before. Make sure it 15 healthy and well-balanced.
Farocipate in school achvites. Find out what clubs and/or extracurricular achivity opportuniies are
available in your school This will help you develop your talents, become bhetter acquainted with the
echool, and meet new peaple.

Have an awesome school year!!!!
Adapted fram “10 back to school Wps”, 2014 Retrieved from hitps:/fwnenw ez storage.com/blog/10-going-back-
schookwps-elementany-high-schookstudents/, August 2018

Phietezea ph by Wakeew s S uthor i le=osed onder O B C-54,




Minth Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L S eawright, Presiding Prelate
The Reverend Sherita S eawright, EpiscopalSupervisor

018 Annual Conference Scheduls

" Sassion of the Alabama River Region Annual Conference
August 18— WMS EYPD Annual Conference
August 21-14, 2018
Browns Chapel AME Church, The Beverend Leadis5Strang, Host Pastor
410 Martn Luther King Avenus, Selma, Alabama 36703

9" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference
September 1—WHMS & YPD Annual Conference
September 4-7, 2018
Daniel Payne Cammunity Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 3521%

9" Sazsion of the Southeast Alabama Annual Conferance
September1s —WM5 & YPD Annual Canfarence
September 18-21, 2018
Greater5t. Paul AME Church, The Revarend Elijah Shafsh, Host Pastor
BOB E. Academy Street, Troy, Alabama 36081

4" Session of the Mortheast Alabama Annual Canference
September 2—WMS5 & ¥YPD Annual Conference
Detober 2-5 2018
Washington Chapel AME Church
2508'W. Montgamery Road, Tuskeges, Alabama J60E8
Hosted by “Consortium of Bullock County Churches”

2" Session of the Southwest Alabama Annual Conference
October13—WHMS EYPDAnnual Conference
DOctober 16-19, 2018
Emmanuel AME Church, The Reverend Jabn Dees, Host Pastar
654 5t Michael 51, Mobile, AL 36603

2015 Planning Meeating &
150" Celebration of the AME Church in Alabama
Mevember 1-3
5t Jahn AME Church, The Reverend Roosewelt Williams, I, Host Pastar
B07 Madisan Avenus, Montgomery, Alabama 36104
Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa
201 Tallapansa Street, Meantgomery, Alabama 36104

Minth Episeopal District Offioe
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214
205.3264499 (office) — 205.326.4434 (fax)
whsne. ninthame church,arg
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Minth Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L S eawright, Presiding Prelate
The Reverend Sherita S eawright, EpiscopalSupervisor

2018 Annual Canferance Agenda and Daily Scheduls

The Annual Conference Women's Missionary Sociegty Annual Convention and ¥YPD Day will be held the 5 aturday before the
Annual Cenference.

Tuesday 8:00 a.m, Official Openingofthe 9th Session of the Annual Conference
# RallCall = Transfers *+ Organization « Conference Baundary # Presiding Elders Summary Report
10:30 a.m. Opening Worship Service - Annual Serman - Pastor Wright will be the preacher,
1:00 p.m, —2:30 p.m. Lunch
245 p.m. Devollon
3:00 pom: Business Session = Pastors Reports
E4h p.m, — 645 p.m. Dinner
700 p.m, Worship Service Educatonal MightYoungAdults —featuring College Chairs

E:00 a.m. —2:25 am. Devonon / Bible Study

8:30 am.— 945 am. Conference Inshtute

10:00 a.m, —Moon Business Session « Pastors’ Reports

1215 p.m.—1:15 p.m. Hour of Power Worship Serwice 12 | Page
1:20 pom.— 2245 pom, Lundh

3:00 p.m, —5:30 p.m, BusinessSession = Pastors' Reports

545 p.m. — 645 p.m. Dinner

7:00 p.m. Beening'Worship Service —Sons of Allen

2:00 am.—2:25 am. Devoton/ Bible Study

B:30a.m,.— 5945 am. Conference Insitute

10:00 a;m.—Maon Business Session Beard of Examiners Report Ministenal Efficiency Report Conference
Component Reports Wemen's Missionary SadetyYeung Peaple’s and Childran’s Division, Lay
COrganization, Chriswan Education, Sons af Allen, Beangelism, Wormen in Minstry, 5 acial and
Folin'cal Action, Richard Allen YoaungAdult Council, Health Ministry, M-5WAW O+FKEs, Christian
Debutante-Masters Commission, Prayer Ministry

12:15—1:15 p.m. Hour af Power Worship Service —Wamen in Ministry

1:20 p.m. — 2285 pom. Lunch

2:00 p.m.—5:30 p.mi. Town Hall Meeting

545 pom — 645 pom, Dinner

00 p.m, BreningWarship Service — Lay Organzation

B:00a.m.—E:2% am. Devotian / Bible Study

B:a0am, — 945 am. Memaorial and Rel'rement Service

945 a.m.— 105 am. ChurchSchool (Summany)

10:00 a.m. —Moon Business Session Administraive Cammiftee Reports Conference Trustees Deeds, Abstracs,
and Abandoned Property Missions, Circuits, and Stafions Conference Boundares Employee Security
PresidingElders" Assassment Church Growth Church Schoal

1215 pom. — 2:00 pomn. Serdce of Ordinamon Service of Holy Communion &ll ordained dergy wear white robes.

2:15 p.m.—3:30 p.m. Lunch

345 p.m. =500 p.m. Closing Business Session Sth District Budget Presentaion Brotherhood Repart

Corference Treasurer Daniel Payne [ Life Center

530 pom, Closing and Commissieoning Service ResolulonsStansncian's Report Finance Report Presentation

of Certificates Reading of Appointments and Benedichan

Lopust 2008 Pape 3



Church Street’'s Business District: Past and Present
By B_lohnsan

Ask.anyene who is a naive Huntsvillian about Church Street and their mindswill beginto travel back.in ime,
when Church Street was considered the Black Mecca of Huntsville. The African American business distric en-
compassed Church Street, Holmes Street and Jeffersan Street. “The 1859 map of the City of Huntswille shoes
onhy-one church on Church Street. A |ot of people thought the name came frem the number af churches an
the street. But the name predated the four churches thought 1o have been the street's namesaks. The 1859

map showed anly one church which was, The West African Church ar The West

WY T oy S g African Baptist Church, swhich was thoughtto be5t. Bartley. The building would

[ TELE |

R ) —— I - later bemome The: Cumberland Presbyterian Church.” {Smith, Michael) So,
L L s LT RN

- T

T |y e Church S5treet was not named for the number of churches which were lo=ted

P OTE -

¥

Ms Jlana Euggans, ownerof Bl Hame, Gift and Glam

—a iy on the street, but itwas & substantal part of the business distric. Church 5treet

B was a hustling, bustling, thriving, energizing strest mompnsed of predominantby
N — African American businesses. The business distnct ran fram the curent lacafion
b of the train depot to the corner of Holmes and Church. Both sides of the strest
v were filled with barber shops, beauty parars, cafes, eateries, cab/taxi services,
funeral hemes, insurance agencies, doctor and demist affices, poal halls, dance
halls and yes, even churches. Ascan b2 seen fremthe photo listng, there wera

many flourishingbusinesses serving the African American community,

Sa, what happened? Where did all those businesses go? What caused them to

just disappear? One simple answer_Lirton Renewal. Or what most people
called, “Negro remowval.” Gentrification is the new term for Urban Renewsal. [t is happening in many major
cilies across the country. [t has already happened in Marth Caralina, New York, Atlanta-and it has happened in
Hurtsville, Gentrification is & process of renovation of deterioraisd urban neighborhoods by means of the in-
flug of more aflugnt residents. It often shifts a neighborhood’s radal/ethnic composian and average house-
hold inmme by develeping new, more expensive housing, businesses and improved resources. (Wikipedia)

At ane time, downtewn Huntsville east and west af Church Strest to Govemors Drive was predominately

Black. Mot amymoare. The face and culture of downitown Huntswille has changed. Fifty-eight years ago there

were approximately 42 Black-owned businesses an or near Church Street. Taday, there are only two, Hundley
Batts and Assaciates (established in 1573 and Albent’s Flowers [established in 1958.)

T S R e

. However, two young wivadous, African-American

women have ventured out on their own to “Reclaim

&% pur place” in downtown Huntsville, Ms. Jana Gog-

gans and Ms. Navette Wall share 875 square fest of

retail space, in a 100 year old building &t 100 Jefier-

~ son 5t, in downtown Huntsville. Not ane, but two

high-end bouwgues are housed in this |locaton, &1

n [ ] Home, Gift & Glom, where “Bverything.is Glam" and

- g i : i & . Clochic Boutigue where the motte is in the pame,

!| =" 1] “Classy and Chic” Janaand Navette ahways had aspi

L : rations of becaming entrepreneurs and both came

L .. ..-i to this lacation in different ways. lana had thoughts
|I|
I

J II' |I I|I ||I| i early on of apening her own salom and boulque

J.

|'J. ,'.".r wihile warking a day Job, while Maverte, finished her
; - = Masters in Business and got inte the websiore sce-

S ey el i et )

Ms. Navette Wall awner of Clachic Boutque

Lopust 2008 Pape d



Church Street’s Business District: Past and Present
By B lahnson

Limiknias friaw g o)
ne. One oppartunity led te anotherfor both, Jana started her boutique in a6x10 sq. ft. spacewhich event ually

led to-an Bx10 sq. fi. space. Jana had her grand apening in 2014, Navetie had lets of produc but ne retail
space un®l she moved to a kiosk at Redstone Arsenal, then to a4 5010 sg. ft. space in & business incubatar.

Whenthe opportunity presented tseffarthe two to merge, they did,

Though they share retail space, their praducs are similar but quite different. Yau might find 3 piece in one
% boutigue which might campliment another piece in the other boulique.
There are items forthe home, as well as for personal use; scented soaps,

lotions, creams, jewelry, dothes scarves, purses and the like. There are
productsfor men-tes, socks, the ever-trending bearl wash and lbeard ails,
and during the summermanths, tems farchildren.

Opening a business was a leap of faih far bath Jana and Navere, YWhen
asked about the challenges of being entrepreneurs, both shared that they
had experenced financial challenges and marketingissues and being aware
of the compe@ton. They were the anly boutque originally, now there are
d three other higherend boubques downtown. But regardless of the chalk

lenges; they cansider hard work and faith to betheirweapons of choice to
getthrough the dificult imes.

After having beenin business for several yearms, Jana and Mavetie offered the following advice to other aspir-
iNg Bntreprensurs:
1. Studyyour market; know who you want ta engage.
Educate yourself. Keep inthe loop on businesstrends.
Setrealishcespecdahons.
Be prepared. Surmund yourselfwith pood solid peaple for support.
Krow yaur competiien.
Rememberta be inclusive and reach back and build up others,

Acknowdedgingthe past history of African-American businesses in downtown Huntsville, both Jana and Na
vetie have made the mmmiment te maintain their standing in dmsntawn, They do net have a desire to leawe

their location. They likethe downtewn location and are looking forwardto the passibility of growing with the
city. But'they are not sa naive asto think, that that will comewithout the support ofthe community.

Congratulamonsta both Jana and N avette for "Reclaiming aur ime” in desintomean Huntsville.

Lopust 2008 Pape 5



Zaria York Named
Youth of the Month for July

Zarig Yark |s a vivacious
spint who loves [ifel She
Is an upcaming 3rd grad-
er -at Providence Ele-
mentary School whers
her favorite subjects are
math and reading. Re-
cently she was placed
inta the gifted program
at her schogl!

She s imolved in numer-
ous achiviiessuch as The
Children’s Choir and 5un-
day School a 5t Jshn,
She paricipates at Solss
Dance Studie where she
ZFara vorkand v pmnt .Enjuys all forms of danc-

ing and she plays saccer
for James A. Lane Boys & Girls Club. Her hobbies include sing
ing, danang, cooking, and most ef all making slime! Zana
loves people and family and when you sze her, she will al-

wRAYS greet you wwith a smile.

Zaria iz the daughter of Brather Justin York and Sister Jakeyah
William s Congratulations Zaria!

AME FROUD

The Bicentennial Edimon of The Decirins=

and Discipline of the ‘African Methedist

Episcopal Church 2016 is now avallabls.
You may purchase a printed
copy for 530, The book is alse
avalable in elecarenic form an
Kindle.

Every AME should have a cur
rent capy of Tha Dactring and
Discipline of the African M eth-
pdist Episcopal Church 2016 5o
that they are [nfarmed af the
history, paliciesand proceduras
of this great Zion

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

EROKEWN TO BEWHOLE
“But'the jar he was makingdid not turn out as he had hoped,
53 he crushed it inte lumps af day-again.” Jeremiah 154

The writer of the lluminatng chapter "Braken to Be Whals" in
The End of Me by Kyle [dlerman touched my heart, and | share

excerptswith you.

In discussing the gueston “Da you admit that yau are bro-
ken?® he guoted socologist Brene' Brown who says that alt-
hough people fight it, they longfor the freedom to admit they
are broken. Brown states:

“8e are nat alone, we are 'those people’ Most af

us are one paycheck, one divorce, gne drugaddiced

kid, pne memtal health diagnosis, one serinus illness,

one sexual assault, one drinking hinge, one: affair

away frem bheing, these peoplz.’ The ones we don't

trust, the ones we pity, the ones we don't let our

children play with, the ones bad things happen to,

the oneswe don't want living nedt door.”

Idleman also stated:
“There are too many voices telling usto keep up ap-
pearances because if we dan't, aur life will fall apart.
There are top many voicestelling us if we entertain
oursehres and if we doam'tthink the badthoughts, the
bad stuflwill somiehow trickle ey

The writer, candudes:
“The pood news is that God makes the braken
wihole. He takes the owverlooked, the undervalued,
the lefi out the written of, the damapged and de-
stroyed and then He does what anly He can de,”

“God lovesto makethe broken beaumful ”

Canyou help to serve those who may be “broken” by assisang
the Soup Kitchen Ministry on the 3™ and 4™ Tuesdays?

God please take ogur broken pieces and remaold them into what
seems besttoyou.

"God blesses those who are poor and realize their nesd far

Him, the kingdom of Heawen is. theirs." Matthew 5:3

Lopust 2008 Paped



Remembering

Sister Joyoe Sales

Eeter Joyee Sales served faithfully as a
mermber of 5t, ohn. She was mpular m
atte pdarnce at Surday worship serdices amd
faithiul in attend ing Bible Stody. She was
swoftspoben am a quiet spirit; however, her
stmre faith was evidemt thmugh her
atterdarce and contributions to chumh
and family. She had a very pleasant peson
ality. she preeted everyone with a smik and words of encourage-
ment.

SeierSaks mtied fromthe Departme ot of Homan Seeices whe e
she vaorked 1o emoumpe are support those in meed. After her
retirement, s he spent time working with the eldedy.

&t 51 bohn, SEter Sales was a member of the Pastors Al Board
and supported the other mingtnes of the church, She & oursged
kerchildmen to be & tive inthe chuc Bamd berdesire was to sperd
tire with family 3l to e ncoumge them,

Please continue to pray for the Sales family,

vl |

SEter Vanona Walton

Sister Yanona Walon was a faithful
member of the 5t. John congregafion:
She was reliable and many said that if
she made a8 mmmitment to serve, she
wiould be faithful.

During her years at5t. lehn, Sister YWal-
ton, sangin the Sancuary Choir, served on the Usher Board,
waorked with the Soup Kitchen Mimisiry, taught the paimary
Church School class far owver 20 years, ministered as a membear
af the Adult Praise Dance Ministry and served as-a member of
the Steward Board.

Sister Walton leved her family. She was proud of her daugh-
ter's accomplishments.and she and her husband loved visitng
their two prandchildren. She was gpdmother to three mem-
bers of 5t. Jahn and invested in their lives as she did her own
daughter.

Please contnueta pray forthe Waltan family and Sister Wal
ton's mother and zister.

sister hilia Waters Phillips

Sister Jula Waters Phillips trarsitiored o be with the Lord on May 18, 2008, She speot most of her

lfe in Elba, Abbama where she was a faitlful member of Greater Bethel AME, She sered as the
faithful Chur b Mother, taueht Surday 5 hool, bel positions in the Misiomry Society, Stewand

Board amd Trustee Board.

Sister Phillips mipcated 1o Humsyille abowut a war apo to lve with her prarddaughter, SEter Pauk
Ellimard. Ske unmited with 51. John Huntsville. whike ber health dd not allbw active imokement in the
minist ries of the church, she was faithful in atte kamce and ke rswest spint was evidence of ker bve

for the Lom.

T continue to pray for the Phillips amd Elliard families.

“Do nat =zt your h=orts be troublzd You b=iews in God; belsve also inma

Ny Father's house has many rogms; if thot were not 5o, wowld | hove told wou thot fam
going. there o prapgora g ploce far pou?

Andif | go ond prepors o place for vau, fwill comes badd ond toks vou to B2 with m= thot

you o'sn may be where 'am

Fou know the way to the plors wharz fom going,

Jahn 1414
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Minth District Christian Education Congress
Held at Troy University

By Willie ). Sandifer

The 2018 Ninth Episcopal District Christtan Education Congresswas held across the four daysof

July 16-1%, 2018 snthe campusof Tray Wnnersity in Troy, Alabama. A group.of roughly twenty-
five 5t. Jahn members traveled dewn wiathe church bus and individual auvtamobiles.

"AME Forever” wasthe theme forthisyear and wasinspired by the mowvie "Black Panther”
wiherathe mantra “Wakanda Farever” wasderived. Therewere T-5hirts "celebragnga communi

ty of two hundred and eighty-five churches celebrating God's blessings for one hundred and fifty
years, 186 5-2018" forThe Minth Episcopal District.

The four days were packed with four plenary sessions, six-worship services, workshops, three debates,
five bible bowls, basketball, a movie, adance, and tours. This was a lot for aftendees to choose from
among. Congratulattons to Bishop and SupervisarSeawright and the Ninth District CEC Commities for
an enriching conferance.

First Fridays Millennials Group Meeting Held
By Ashley Tait

The First Fnday event was held by Pastoraml Fist lady waght at Camtima Laredo on

Agust 3, ard it was more than alrieht. These amazing kaders know how to create &

ve ko mirg emvironment where everyore can elas aml get o know ore apother. The
| group of millenniak Fad so mo hfun from the ebeaker, shanng ni kmmes, and ply-

irg ganes lile compkting a statement or choosirg something they would mther do

irstead and why | had to choose beteean laving a free inte matioral trip annoally s
- anunlimited a mount of trips in Amerca.

¥ The blck community and cutume were ako dEcwssed, specifically how it vanes region

fally ard the Evel| of conmection felt by the parcipants. There were two recent grad i

S ates fromithe course ling psyv holbey pregrmofablmne cLM Unvesity inattenda me
at the event as vellamd mtumly the comesaton turmed o mental leath and the
reEeds in the community amd the chure b &5 one of the recemt prad i@tes, it w= great to
tearwhkatsorme ofthe concerrs and needs wers.

Becawse of the event | know more thana fewfacs inchunch and these faces recognee
mire too!! The only thing et to do now B to conmit 1o an oEanization within the

chumh to pet busy sereing the c hurch amd commuoanity, See youo at the mexi Fist Frday
rille nnials meton First Frid ay vEmtl

Thankyou to Fastorard Fist lady Wright for @ hking tire o sperd withibe Millennials, [t was genuine ly appres sted. # was geat to = in
a po i judgmentalemironme ot where you coold isten and shame your opinion, ard everyore fe i comfortable with doing so. f you wem
not at this event, | hope to ==e you at the mext ore. Do not mss out on fellbeshippie with geat people withins1, John, co mmuanity, and
yEILF AEE E MU,
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Money Milestones: This is How Your Finances Should Look In Your 50s

it is all about ‘catchingup’ now.
By Bmother Bobby 2d kins 1

On the first day of this year, a friend of ming, Mandy Alesander, a tech author, had a note on her calendarto start
contributing more ta her refirement accounts. Mandy isturning 50 laterthis year but she's already Epitalizing an
what experts say (s one ofthe most important things 50-samethings can da far theirretirement savings: catch up.

Even the industry demonstrates this — employer-sponsored refirement ac- | &2
counts and Indiwidual redrement accounts hawve “catch-up mntrihui’uns,“—_w
which allew inwvestors to put away more money in their accounts beginning ™ | ‘___‘:ﬁ/ A

the year that investor turns 50. As fellow members of the 50+ dub; my wife J® . E

and | have alse maoved onthe “Catch Up® plan, sdempiing to maximize nurmw

prime garning years, while taking adwvantage of tax deduchons -associated to Y

employee matching cantributtons aswell, “You haveto dowhat you can to plan far the future,” Bressler said, “Yau
always have 1o be squirreling away.”

Mamy S0-somethingsare atthe crossmoads of their lives — between big life events that may have already scourred,
such as buying a heme and getng married, and the children they raised are becaming financially independant,
also known as "empty nesting.” When mipenses start ta dwindle is the parfect ime for G0-somethings to start
ramping uptheirretirement savings, espedally fthey don't have much inthose accounts. By your 505, vou should
have saved four or five mmes your annual salary, though thess in thelr 50s have an esimated median savings of
about 5117,000, accordingte a 2015 Government Accountability Office analysis, U rfortunately, seme people just
can't afford to retire yet.:

Catchingup doesn't havete be overwhelming — whether you have kids or not, expenses @n be downsized, which
would allews the average S0-something to put more money away for their efirement. Some people choose ta
move ta & smaller horme, ar rent, to alleviate paying off @ mortgage for 2 home too large and perhaps not fully
used. Buying a smaller heme could also save on takes, ulility costs and insurance, accordingto business forecasts
pubilishing comparny Kiplinger.

Some S0-sormethings may want 1o start by svaluating what they already have
zsaved, accordingto Mew Yark-based robo-adviser Betterment. Thisincludes look-
ing overwhat accounts you already have fand possibly consalidate numerous ac
counts and checkingyour portfolios’ asset allocaions. General advice isto lean
toward bonds instead of stocks as you get alder, since they are less rishy, but
sorme experts, such as Henry Hebeler, who assists people with refirement plan-
ning, might suggest keeping & fair mid as that money will need to siretch through
yourrenrement years. Keep in mind, how you feel about the risk assodated with
yvour portolio isalso important in determiningthe right: mix.

Feople in their 50s lookingto refire sooner rather than later should also start mimicking their future lifestyle, by
cregting a financial plan or budget and spending less than they may currently be spending. That lifestyle shauld
alsa be tested, to ensure they like it and can Iwe wathin Its means, “By you belng mare disciplined an saving, it
helpsyou be more disciplined on spending,” Satudeh said.

OFf course, the age in which sameone refires is becoming fuezy, said James Nichols, head of cansumer salufions
group at Mew'Yark-based finandal services firm Yoya Financial, and people are expected to Ive longerinthe future
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2018

The lesson reviewswere written by Brather Willie Sandifer.

September 2, 2018

Lessan Title: The First Days of Creation
Lessan Seripture: Job 38:1-11; John 1:1-10
Print: Genesis 1:1-13

Devotional Sengs: #68[], #258 [, and #243[]

Key Varse! “The earth was withaut farm, and void; and dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirt of God
meved upon the face of the waters” [Genesis1:2).

The author of this |essan inthe Bible Expasitar ond iluming-
tor for Fall 2018 describes the sarth as the perfect place far
manta live andthrive, Our universe isthe result of God car-
ringout Hisplan.

The first chapter of Genesis gnies the acomunt of how the
universe and our world came about. The Bible tells us that
God was there atthe beginning and created the whole uni
warse as we seeit. Genesis1 outlines Ged's creafion process.

In this lesson God laid the framework for His creative achivi-
fies in the fuiure. He made everything ready far sefdng up
the warld far humanking.

Septemberd, 2018

Lessan Title: Creations in 5ky, Sea, and Land
Lessan Seripture; Psalms 19:1-6; 104-24-30
Print: Genesis 1-14-25

Devotional Songs: #25, [[; #8272 [|;and #243 [|

Key Verses: "God madetwo great lights; the preater light to
nile the day, and the lesser light te rule the night: he made
the stars-also” (Genesis 1-16):

This lesson looks &t Ged'swaork in making the universe, the
wiorld, the animal life, and humankind, |1t examinesthe cres
tures He made to fill'the sky, the sea, and the land, God was
in complete cantrol of all details, as He made ready the
world for allto reside.

Onthe fourth day of creation, God made the heavens abowe
the earth. On the fifth day God ceated the animals, On the
sih day Ged oeated humans, All that God oeated s de
scribed in Genesis-as “goad”; however, the ceation of hu
mans is described as "very goad”.

September 16, 2018

Lessan Title! The First Man

Lesson Seripture: Fsalm 8:3-9; Acts 17:24-28; 1 Corinthians
15:45-50; Exodus 20:8-11

Print! Genesis1:26-2:3

Devotional Songs: #3581 []; #2551 [[; and $#243 []

Key Verses: “God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness:and let them hawve deminion over the fish af the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and overthe cattle, and
over all the earth, and ower ever creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth” (Genesis 126 .

This lessan looks at how humans came to exist anthe earth.
Ona previous day God had already make the ‘animals, birds,
and nature. He thentook on His greatest creation - humans.
God created humans in His image,

Yes, that-is right, the crown of creabhon i humans. The au-
thor states thatthe universe and everything in it was creat-
ed by God far man’'s enjoyment. The first chapter of Genesis
ends with humans as the zenith to the sit days of Creaton.
God provided all the food that man and animal would need.
Greenvegetabon and every seed were provwided far man and
animalsto eat.

Humans were giwen big respansibilities: They wereta rule
over creafion; they were to increase in numbers; they were
to tame cregfion; and by implicalion they were to culhivate
the ground fartheir feod.

God rested after complet’ ng His creative aonivity. The author
described it as the rest of complemon and not the rest of
exhaustion. The task was finished. The seventh day bemme
special for God. He“sancatied” it.

Septembar 23, 2018

Lessan Title: Man's First Hame

Lesson Scrpture: |saiah 51:1-3; Ezekiel 28:11-14
Print! Genesis 2:4-14

Devetional Songs: #450, [[; #3Z1]; and #24.3 []

Key Werses; "God blessed the seventh day, and sanchfied it:
bemuse thatin it he had rested from all his work which God
created and made” (Genesis 223).

It is made wvery dear by the Bible that God isthe Creator of
the heaven and of the earth.

AL vl ov e J )
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Church School Lesson Overview

vt few g 0

This lesson looks at semethings about nature and the begin-
ning of humans. God gawe humans the Garden of Eden in
which to dwell. & was a beausful place that God made for
humarn's complete security and enjoyment.

Eden was filled with all types of trees and plants that hu-
mans would need for survival. The vegetation was good in
twio wiays: it was beaunful 1o look at and pood to eat. Goad
putiwotrees, special ones, in the middle of the garden. The
tree of life and thetres of knowledge of pood and ewvil.

September 30, 2018

Lessan Title! A Suitable Helper for Adam

Lessan Serpture; Proverbs 31:10-31; Malachi 2:13-16;
Matthew 19:3-3; | Carinthians 11:3-12

Print: Genesis 2:15-25

Devational Songs: #3441, [1; #421[]; and %243 []

Key Verses: "The Lord God said, It is not good that the man
should be alene; | will make him an help meet far
hirm® {Genesis 2:18).

In this lessan the author of the commentary describes the
privilege and joy of companionship and relafonship a5 one
tothe greatest blessings of God'screation

God looked at Adam and saw he was alone and needed

sameone like himfor companionship, God created asutable
helperfar him —the first warman.

God set the founda@ionsfor marriage, when He pave Adam a
companion that was perfectly suited ta him,

When God created man, He designed him ta hawve fellowship
with God. Mankind has the ability ta uss free will to choose
to worship Him and to procreaste. God gave marriage far this
— One man with one waman far life. God showed the divine
principle af marriage by giving Eve to Adam.

CHURCH SCHOOL MEETS EACH 5LMNDAY
at 845 a.m.

Church School Book Club

Septembar 2018 Discuission Date: September 15, 20718

10:00 AN, —11:30 A0
The Hondmaid s Talk, Atwood, 1938

October 2018
2018

Discussion Date: 20 October

10:00 AM. —11:30 AN,
The Scorlet Thraod, Rivers, 20132,

Twm women, centuries-apart, 8 [oined through 3 taftersd
jaurmal asthey contend with God, ushands, and sven them-
sehves_uptl they 3l Into the armeof-the Ope who loves
them uncondimanally, Sierra Madrid's life has Jun been
tumed dpside down when she discovers the handcrafied
quilt and jeurmal af herancester Mary Kathryn MelMurray, a
yoeung waman who was uprootad from ket home anly to
endure harsh condimons anthe Gregon T rail,

Theughthewomen are separated by fme and circumstance,
sierra discovers that many of the issues they fare ars re-
markably similar. By fallawing Mary Kathryn's gxample, Sier-
ra learnstosurrender to God s sovergignty and untendivan-
al laye,

Money Milestones
By Brother Bohby &d kins 1

it el oo e 1l
than they did decades ago, By these new standards, future
refirees need te push away anmiety over potental maney
problems and get to business: take into-account all expenses
vau will possibly incur in retirement (such as health-care
costs and bills), and save so you are not one of the many
wiho are under-saved for retirement. That meanstaking the
baby steps in your 50s to get to where you would like to be
inthe future. "You may not be able ta hit the number you
were hapingfor, but-any number you add now will improve
your lifestyle in the long run” Nichols said, “You have to
think of it incrementalky, ™
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THE AME CHURCH COUNCIL OF

CALL TO CONSGIENEE

THE BLACK CHURCH

AGAIN, MUST SPEAK TO THE
CONSCIENCE OF AMERICA.

DAY OF ACTION
I [ ‘I ] i ,.--,,I"! I;L.:‘_'_ _|!'.' |-1I|' :‘r.?r I'Ir I','!'u

THURSDAY @ 9AM

9.6.18

LAFEYETTE PARK
WASHINGTON, DC
EETF HITE HOUSE|
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5t. John AME Churzh 3

; Man- profit
213 Church Strest U.5. Postage
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 P&l

(2568 )534-3265 Hunﬁl'l.rille. &L
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rrmil D1'I1|=EE1:_:I\:mn hun'l:.'ilh.n:nrp

e b ite - woywcstio hnhu rtsyille.com

The Rght Peverrd Hamry L Seawnght, Bishop

The Pevererd Sheria Seawright. Episopa[Superisor
The Peversrd Olier ilen, Imerim Presding Eder
The Pevererd Mauorie Wright I, Serant Pastor

Important Dates to Remember

August 26, 2018 AAMU Athletie Day, 10:00 a.m.onthe @mpus af AAML
September 1, 2018 Marthwest Alabama Conference WS & YPD Annual Canferenee
September 4-7, 2018 9" Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference

Danizl Payne Community Plaza
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214

i- !_ST.JnHN AME

That If you confess with your mouth, “lesusis Lord, " ond belisve in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, pou will be soved Romans 1009

INDRIC
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A M E Newstermer &

St oJdohn Afncan Methodist Episcopal Church Hurtsville Alabama

Volume23 Issual September 2018

‘-:F:__..:_L‘E

Rey. Bita,; BElwopSeawnght, Paster Wreht, Pesiing EHer Humte e, Me. Gall Hunter

-

The sficers sod members of St lohn AME Church, Huntswville, Alabama welcomethe Reverend Maurce Wright 11}

First Lady the Reversnd Jaretha Williams Wright; Terrence; Lessie; |saish and Jay. This is Fastor Wright ‘s third pasto-
T3 sppaintmentie St.lohn and the-church iz excited about the yearahead,

S51.lohn alsowelcomes the newly appainted PresidingElder of the South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer Distrct, the
Revarend Bruce Humt=rand hiswite Mre, Gall Hunter. Presiding Elder Hunter served a& pastaref churches inthe Bir
mingham and Tuscalonsaareas before being glevated ta Presiding Elder atthe Sth sezsian of the Narthees Alabama
Annual Canferance:

On thefirst Sunday of the mnference year, ‘Bishop Harry Seswright, Presiding Prelate af the Ninth Episcopmal District,
and Fresiding Elderand Mrs: Bruce W, Hunterworshipped at 5t John g5 the church launched VIS0 N 2020,

S e mibeey B0IE Fape 1




Second Appreciation Celebrated for Pastor Maurice Wright, Il and Family
Bridget 1. Floyd

onSunday, August 19, 2018 atthe 10 a.m. worship service, 51, John expressed
its apprecialion to the pastor, the Reverend Maurice Wright, lland family, The
theme for the occasion was "Celebratng Pastoral Excellence: God Sent, Spirit
Led, Vision Driven”. The puest preacher forthe event was the Reverand Dr. Ken-
neth Hill, Pastor af Shorter Chapel AM E Church, Franklin, TM, and retitred General
Officer, who was imraduced by Pastar Wright. Inspimtonal music was provided
by the Yoices in Praise (VIR Chair,

A spedal call to worship was |led by warship leader, Brother Guy Ginn. After tha
hymn of praise, Brother Clifton Miller offered the inve calion, with scripture from
the Old Testament and Mew Testament being read by Lirtle Miss lessica Harbin
(salah 40: 25-31) and Sister Barbara Johnson {John 10:11-18),

Fastar Wright-announced the August¥outh of the Month, Master Caylon Mayes.
[See related armde.]

Dr. Thalia Lave led the children’s moment followed by the welcaming of guests
by Sister Roselyn Akings: Member binhdays and marriage anniversaries weara
recogriged by Brother Clifton and Sister Tullie Miller and Brother David and 5is-
ter Katrisa Nomwood. Sister Erica Harbin presented annauncemeants, fallewed by offering led by Brother Eddie Sherrod and
the occasion by Sister Pamela Whitehead. Dr. Jeanette Jones led the Pastor's Appreciation Litany which she authared.

The Wreht Family

hass Choir mrdes misic. stevard Barkmm Jo hrson eads = ripture. B & W, Willars pides tribute.

A spedal tribute was given the Reverend Joretha (“Rewverend Rita®] Wright, by
Fastor Wright and Reverend Rita's unclewha polgnantly noied the spacial relz
wonship that developed afier sipnificant lnsses during Reverend Rita's youth and
the pride-that he, her aunt [surrogate parents), and cousins/siblings have as
they travelzd across the country to celebrate with Revarend Rita and family.

¥ The: guest preacher, the Reverend Kenneth Hill, brought the message far the

day, enfitled “The Good Shepherd” from John 10 11-18, with emphasis on the

11" verse. He began by assering that “all ministry is derived fram the ministry

of God”, He cited alist of & number aof things that might “break the spint” af a

pastar, immediately followed by things that “will bless & pastar's spirit”, He

The Bevererd Or. Hilldeliers semon. eepanded on the image of the “shepherd” ctingthe soriptural tedt as well as

Slorwedd et on e T
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Second Appreciation Celebrated for Pastor Maurice Wright, Il and Family
Bridget 1. Floyd

/B v e o g

Psalm 23

The Reverend Hill stated that 5t. lohn has a good shepherd, defining a pood shepherd as one who "must earn the right to

shepherd and lead” and ane who should follow the instrucwion “feed my shesp”, He noted that the good shepherd shauld

pray for the sheep, have integrty and trust God, among ather posive/spiritual atributes. He indicated that being such a
E chepherd is “a lifzstyle not atechnigue”.

He noted that at #imes there @n be “trust issuss” and that
“sheep must learn to trust the shepherd”. He went on to say
that Jesus, the GoodShepherd “faces troubles (wolves) head an
— He becomes a sheep with us_ He lays down HIS life__lesus
f| comesto lay down HI5 UFE for us®, The Reverend Hill want an
tosay that "God grves us poodness and mercy — bodyguards - to
shepherd us*. He cited krics and song titles to illustrate this,
with the emphasis on “l give myself away”. He asked those pre-
sent, “Are you willingte give yaurself away? The invitation to
- discipleship wasaflered as that songwas sung softhy.
i_;': Special presentadions were given to Pastar Wright and family,
Gifts wem presented tothe Wright family. starting with young loy and lsaiah. “Rewversnd Rita® gracously
accepted red roses. Pastar Wright was presented with gifts of
lowe fram the corngrepaton as a token of appreciaoon for his shepherding5t. John far a secand year and the hape that he
would retum for athird year upon appointment of the Right Reverend Harry L Szawright of the Ninth Episcopal District: Pas-
tar Wright expressed appreciaiion to his family and ta his5t. John family,

After the benedichon, mamy present transifionedto an apprecdalion lunchesn
atthe Ernest Knight Recepion Center at Alabama & and M University, to fur-
ther celebrate Pastor Wright and Tamily,

il
Presiding Eder allem, Dr. Hill, Fastor Wright .

Paitor Wright, ey, Rita aml the Boamd of Stevwmrds

. Ritaard Fastarwright
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Servant Pastor, Maurice Wright ll, St. John AME Church takes
the Sunday Morning Worship Service
at AAMU “Straight to the Top”!!

By leanetie Jones

_—
e/

Student athietes =sembled at the Knght Center

S5t. John AME Church, under the servant pastoral leadership of the Reverend Maurice Wright, ||, moved its warship services to
the campus of one of the nation’sleadingHistorcally Black Universities, Alabama A&M University [AAMU).

On Sunday morning, August 26, 2008, over 600 students, student athletes, adminisiratars, faculty and stafi members met in
the Ernest L. Knight Centeron the historc campus of Alabama A&M University for the 7th Annual AAMU Day sponsared by St
lohn AME Church.

e ——
r—

— = ———The 5t, John Praise Team, Choir and Praise Dancers ushered inthe spirit of praise
= and thanksgiving as mermbers joined an uplifting, spirit-filled worship service at
—— :E AAMU. Dr. Andrew Hugine, Ir, tha 11" President af Alabama AEM Univers ity and

_:E member of 5t John, weltcomed the students, visitors and friends to the campus
seryices, He explained the divine relafionship betweean Alabama ARM Unmwersity
and 5t.Joahn AME Church, bath founded by an ex-slave, Dr. William Hooper Coun-
cil, who was alsa an ordained iwnerate elder in the AME Church and ane of the
lacal organizers of 5t. John AME, Huntswille. I his welome message, President
Hugine shared AAMLU's 2018-2019 theme, "AlIM High'. lust as one aims high in
academic and athlefic pursuits, he encouraged the students.ta AIM High'in their
spiritual develapment and prowvided the following acrosac based on the werd

i

i

ASMU President, Dr. Andrew Hugire, r. {F-and Rt b a4

S e nibes 2OLE Page 4



Servant Pastor, Maurice Wright ll, St. John AME Church takes
the Sunday Morning Worship Service
at AAMU “Straight to the Top”!!

By leanetie Jones

VB el v M g )

“AIM" fram a biblical perspecave,
A-"Ask, and it will be piventayou; seek, and yau will find; knack, and it will be opened to you.” [Matthew 7:7)
I -"Imall thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” {Proverbs 3:6)
M- “May He grant you, your heart's desire and make all efyour plans succzed.” [Psalm 204

Following this inspiramonal welcame frem President Hugine, the chair, under the direcaon af Mr. Beginald Pearsan, provided
several sangs of praise that touched the hearts, souls and minds of the congregehon.

it
I

|!i

Choirard Dare Ministry kad inwoship.

Pastar “Wright then shared an inspirational
= message hased on Ecdesiastes 9:11, "Do Yau
Have What k Takes?™ He highlighted three
~important points on how important i is to
~ " haye Courmge, Love and a Sound Mind in all
the things you de, The race is not to the swift
northe hattle ta the strong, but ta the onewho endures. “Do you hawe what it takes?”, ke
asked the afiendees? [fyou are goingto win, or experience successin life, you will have to
have ourage to face diffioulty without fear. If you are goingto succeed in life, you will need
lowe which is the wery essence of God. If you have love you will trest others right and re
spect others and yourself. Yol swillthen have the power to endure. And if you have all of
these and a sound mind, yau will have perfect peace.

PEs A8 add resses woshippers.

After this spirit-filled message which commanded the atiention of all, Pastar wright made
the @il for salvaton; one student answered the @ll'and gave her life to Chrst. It was an-
other great day onthe Hill at Alabama AEM University, when one student answered the

Pastor Wright deliers semon. i
call,
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Minth Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L. Seawright, Presiding Prelate
The Reverend Sherita S eawright, EpiscopalSupervisor

018 Annual Conference Scheduls

o' Socsion of the Southeast Alabama Annual Conference
Septemberls —WHMS & YPD Annual Coanference
September 18-21, 2018
Greater5t: Paul AME Church, The Reverend Elijah Shafah, Host Pastor
BO8 E. AcademyStreet, Tray, Alabama 36081

9" Session of the NMortheast Alabama Annuzal Conference
September 2% WMS B YPD Annual Confersnce
October 2-5 2018
Washingtan Chapel AME Church
2608 W. Maontgomery Foad, Tuskeges, Alabama J60E8
Hosted by “Consortium of Bullock County Churches”

9% Sessian of the Southwest Alabama Annual Conferenca
October13—WMS EYPD Annual Conference
October 16-19, 1018
Emmanuel AME Church, The Reverend lohn Dees, Host Pastor
654 5t. Michael 5t, Maobile, AL 36603

2015 Planning Meeting &
150" Celebration of the AME Church in Alabama
MNeowvember 1-3
5t. John AME Church, The Reverand Roosewvelt Williams, l1l, Host Pastar
207 Madison Avenue, Montgomeary, Alabama 36104
Fenaissance Manigomery Hotel & 5pa
201l Tallapoosa Street, Montpomery, Alsbama 36104

150th Celebratian Gala
MNovember 3, 2018 at noan

Montgomery, Alabama
Bishop lames L Davis, Guest Speaker

Minth Episcopal District Office
1500 Daniel Payne Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 35214
205.32644599 (pffice) — 205.326.4434 (fax)
wowrw. ninthamechurch.org
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Caylon Mayes Named
Youth of the Month for August

Caylon Mayes jg a 5"
grader at Riverton Inter-
mediate Schoal. He isan
avid reader of both fic-
A twan  and  non-fchon
books. His habbjes are
bike riding, skafng,
s@imming, building
| Legos, and robatcs cluls,
ol He plays baskethall for
the Mi. Carmel Wildcats.

Caylon rece es avward

from Pasta rwright. At 5t lohn Caylon is 3

member af the Chil-
dren's Choir, ChurchSchool and ¥PD.

His academic achievements are many. He hasmaintained ASB
honar rall since kindergarten and finished 4™ grade achieving
all A's. Caylonwas awarded the President's Award far Educa
tional Excellence, Super Scentist award, and was the highest
achisvingAccelerated-Readerin his class.

Calyon is the son of Curtis and Stephania Mayes and the
brather.of CurtsIr.and [saiah.

Cangratulations Caylon!

AME FROUD

The Bicentennial Edimon of The Decirins=

and Discipline af the African  Methadist

Episcopal Church 2016 is now avallabls.
You may purchase a printed
copy for 530, The book is alse
avalable in elecarenic form an
Kindle.

Every AME should have a cur
rent capy of Tha Dactring and
Discipline of the African M eth-
pdist Episcopal Church 2016 5o
that they are [nfarmed af the
history, paliciesand proceduras
of this great Zion

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

AreYou a Good Samaritan?

“For you have besn called ta Iwe in freedom, my bethers and
sisters. But dom't use your freedom to sawsfy yvaur sinful na-
ture. Instead, use your freedam to serve one another in lowve”

-Galawans 5:13 (NLT)

Being & Good Samaritan has becorme cultural shorthand for
showing kindness and assisting those who are lessfortunate
How dowe live that stery in Luke 10 in taday's warld?

By stretching our imagina@ion, | invite you to walk through a
dangerous treachemus road, knowing the threat of armed
parsans at-every blind bend. How dowe engage in aur reli-
gious comdictions in this complicated situation; when we
siruggle ever what it really means to love our neighbor the
way lesusembodied rechless leve for us.

Are we the third traveler, the Samaritan, the detestable man
who took pity on the man who hewas supposed to hate? Je
sus says, @ persan in dire need aswell as a persan with many
resources are bound In & community of Friendship,
Weareinthistogether,

We must look for Jesus in evary person we encounter, In
Christ, God both suflered and sawved, loving even the unlewvely
with irretional favar. And now, God invites us, by the Power
of the Holy 5 pirit ta jain Him as we @re for our neighbors in
reckless lowe.

The Soup Kitchen Ministry workers are preparing food far
those in need each 3™ and 4" Tuesday, manthhy, please join
therm.

“He answered, 'Lovethe Lord wour God with allyour kheart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind,’ and, ‘Love your nelghbor as yaurself."

- Luke 10:27
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Social Justice Sunday Chserved
By Nedl m MeDanil

“Lord we lang faryour justice and yaur peace to heal aur land. "
- Social Justce Sunday Call to Worship

Sunday, September 2nd was declared “Sodal Jushce Sunday” in Black Churches acrassthe United States. “Social Justiice Sun-
day” served asthe kick-off ta the "Callto Conscience — Famward to Acion™ event hield September 5th and 6th in ¥Washingtan
DC. “Historically the Black Church has been the conscience of the nation®, said Bishop Reginald T, Jackson, President of the
Councl of Bishopsofthe African Methodist Episcopal Church. “The Bladk Church called and challenged the na@onto live upio
itswordsand creeds, to be its best seff," Jackson-added.

St. lohn joined with ather churches acrossthe connectional chidrch in observingthis spedal day, The Callto Worship and

marning prayer weretaken fromtheworship guide that was provided by the AME Church. Likewise, hymns and scripture fol
lowed the suggested worship guide.

Pastar Wright preachedfrom Mark 10:46-48 and the sermonwas enfitled “"Holler Ure'l He GetsYou.” In the message he am-

phasizedthat the manwho was @lling outte Jesus was desperate for change. From this passage Pastor Wright noted four
(4 points onwhat persons who are seeking change need to do. 1 Depend on Christand not the crowd, 2. Do not be distrad-
ed by crifics. 3. Deviate from the mndition and “throw of every weight,” 4, Declare the change,

To read the AME Church’s press statement on Social Justice Sunday, visit the website hiips:/ v ame-church.com/event/
sociakjushce-sunday-2018/.

In Memory of Sister Doris Evans

fue fized some pood days e Fad some hills to cimb.
Foe vkl sorme wearydays and onely nigbts

But when | oo ha rooand aed |t hink things over

Al ot rey pood days | they autweigh my bad days

So b won'tcomplin

- The Pevemnd Clay Evans

Seter Dore Evars joired St John in 2012 when she elocated from Pacire, Wiscomin to Homtsv ille, 2B-

bmma. Althoweh she had healthchalkenges at the time, it was berdesie to b an active member of St
ohn. She wanted to be inwoshipas often as posibe and she enjoyed the entite service - the music the preaching and
the fellawship, When her family was out of tawn, 5t. John members coordinated rides to church for Sister Evans
and she was always patient and appreciative of the love extended to her.

When visiting Sister Evans during hospitalzations or wmes when she was mnfined to her home, she ahways said

that she “would not complain.” She followed this by sharing how blessed she was and how much she loved the
Lord.

Sister Evans was a pleasant persan and enjoyed getting to know members, as well as their extended family, She

enjoyed sating at nice restaurants, aftendingtheater plays and danee recitals, Sister Brans' hobbies included seam-
stress and musician (whao played both piano and argan).

amd flgoand prepama phee for you, | willoome Rokard tahe youto b with me that wuako may be wher lam.”
- dohn 14:3
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Aloha - 5t. John Goes Hawaiian
By Deid e Walttn

It may not have been anauthentc PigRoast, but 5t. John defintely celebrated in Polynesian style atthis year's church picnic at
the Winifred Themas Agricultural Center at The Farm af Alabama AEM WUniversity an August 18, 2018, The theme this year
wias Hawaiian and everyone dressed Intheir Hawaiian styled outfits fram floral and tropicl shirts and dreszes, straw hats and
sandals. All came dressed to enjoy the feswnvines. There were even a couple of grass skirts spotied inthe crowd,

5t. John feasted an Juau-themed tems such as pulled porksliders, pulled chicken, pineapple upside down cake along with good
old American standards, hot dogs, coleslaw, potato salad ‘and fred fish. Various games and achviieswere played such as ¥ ol-
leyball, Uno, Spades, Bid Whistand Bingo: But the pinnacle of the acvitles was the Family Feud Game; the Boomersversus the

Millennials with the Millennials bAanging hamea the victory,

The congregation had ablast. The forecasted rain even held off unt laterthat evening.

Special acknowledgementsta Chairperson Jakeyah “Shay” Williams, Brather Phillip Pugh, Sister LaCondria Bryant, Sister Kar-
men Latimare and all their crewi far an excellent svent thisyear.

S pte by 2008 Fape 9
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Aloha

By Deid e Walttn

Septe mber 2018 Fage 10



r.j‘i?.; ﬂf!fﬂ -_".__.rit[‘:-r::d @ !} E}I?’ﬁi" rrﬁ'.i'-_*f 2y :%ﬁfrfrfﬁ ?Mrﬁrﬁﬁ& it

The 150" Anniversary of the 9" Episcopal District qf the
JAdfrican Melthodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L. Seawright, Presiding Prelate
The Reverend Sherita Moon Seawright, Episcopal WMS Supervisor
Reverend Dr. Farrell J. Duncombe Mrs. Bernella Knight Rose
General Co-Chairpersons
Themre: “One Hundred Fifty Years: Celebrating God's Blessings”™
Seriptural reference; "His foithfulness continues to all generations.”™ Psalm 100: 5.

Theme Song: "Great s Thy Foithfulness™
GO0AL: Te cricbhrale The numerous generafions thai have been a port of ihe Disiriel's 150 yooars,

Embiem to be affixed to programs, bulletins etc. in all ' District AME Churches throughout the year.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DATES: November 2, 2017 - November 2, 2018
KICKOFF CELEBRATION: Mid Year Convocation April 2018
THE BIG EVENT: Christian Education Congress — July 2018
9" DISTRICT PLANNING MEETING & CULMINATING EVENTS: NOVEMBER 1-3, 2018
CLOSING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION GALA - NOVEMBER 3, 2018
Tickets available from your Pastor or Presiding Elder
Renaissance Mantgomery Hotel & Spa at the Canvention Center
201 Tallapoosa Street, Montgomery, AL 36104

&

@?

——

Local Church Higtory - Don't be le ft out! See vour Presiding Elder,
Anniversary t-shirts for sale ot each Annual Conference or from your Presiding Elder
Ads Sowvenir Journal Deadline extended to ember 17, 2018~ Details Attached,
Closing Celebration ala - See Poator or Presiding Elder for tickets — $66.00 donation per ticket.
Colling for a 150-Voice Choirl See your Presiding Elder
Plamning Meeting & Hotel accommodations - Detaolls Atroched

FOR MORE INFO, pleasa contact yvour Pasior, Presiding Elder, or chalrpersons.

Ov. Farrell J. Duncombe guncombe1@aol.com or Mrs. Bemelia Knight Rose bempllarcse@comcasl.nal
District website ftlps . www ninthamechyrch arg/

Digtrict &-mail blasis Upooming edition of The Minth Hour Newslattar
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Money Milestones: This is how your finances should look in your 60s
By Bnother Bobby 2d kins 1

My wife and | are active savers. We place a priority on three manthly payments, (1) Our tithe and oflering to God and His
Church; [ O urRetrement Savings Plan, both 401K and IRA; and (3 Dur personal wellness, j.e. vacalion and Wme with famiky
and friends. The formiula is net new, but-itworks farus. We have sguandered many dollars by spending freely eady an in aur
marriage, but have budied down over the past decade or so0 through sirid financial discipline and priaribzed saving. Inaur
gark 505, we are in our prime earning y2ars. Thaugh we have 3 san in callege, and a daughter in middle school, we =0l live
withthe same monthly saving priorities. Yes, there are shll family milestonesto plan for, such as assistngoursan in establish-
ing-a career hwithout debt) and we continue planning for our daughter’s higher education and employment career. As such,
e are extremely cautiouswith our earnings and where each dollar goes. Nothinggetsinthe way of oursavings and the three
priarity payments each month.

gJu ¥WWe are planning forthe future, and planning to be here into our70s, BOs? 90s? Ithank Gad
L_ | that my parents are sull [iving intatheir 705 and 805 My wife's mom is nearing 90 {she's 89).
It iz impartant thatwe “"plan” to live that lang. That is koth appealing, yet frighteningas well
= ?“LL:""ES Fil bo 1% What wil| we need in our financesto Insure we @n live reasonably well. Mow, | know for 2
of sslory ' fact, God may have different plans for us, However, unil that is manifested, we have a per
= SEacth msbrn cosh wibas L, : )
saonal respansibility to.securs gur (and our famik's) finandal future.

Fn:;ﬂ:l.:

= Moxirnlee aarwmbnge
ralsalf slds glad | 5o, Fyou are 3t that poirt where you have moved into precresirement planning, the 605 be-

= Opsin tanable sccoust — | comethewmeto deddeif you have enaugh, or fgulplif you had enough.
Erird buclsl of reblrémenl |

asEeks
| 1 irfe py . T
ATt B i sl e The following excarpts wers token from marketwotch.com arfide published Jlon 8, 2018 1240

abrmit ealale plens | pm ET

Lorry Marise, the athletic drector of the University of Tompo, was st storing his coreer
whan he decided it wos important to begin saving for retiremeaat — he sow ofde r peoplz who never got to folow their
dreams o Travel ond anjay thair loter years, and he didn’'t woant that m happan to him.

MNaw ot 65, decades gftsr he began soving, he's 560 working — but because he wants to. He has twa sans in callzgs,
and o wie with similar sowngs values, and he s gccomplizhed all he s wanted to through the pears There were omes
when he hod to stretch his income o hove food, shelter, dothing, mensy for his goals o5 well gg retiremant sovings,
but he maods It wark.

“At thiz oge, it refieres o lof af pressure and tension, ” Marfise said “We don’'t have to worry about soifag cat food and
othear things you heor people doing to suAdva ™

Marfise hasa point. Not everyone is prepared for reirement in their 60s, let alone deades befare when they are at their prak
garning years or just staring out in the real wordd. Unfardunately, people somefimes do not realize they have not saved
enough untl it is too late. Near-refirees, for- example, had the least ameunt of meaney saved for refirement than any other
group in a 2015 Wells Fargo survey: Americans 60 and older had about 550,000 stashed away while people 5510 59 hadthree
wimes as much. Americans of all ages said their biggest financial regret was not sawing for refirement earlier, accordingto a
survey by persanal inancewebsite Bankrate.

The landscape of the retirement years has changed aswell — tradionally, you would expect most people to retite between
62 and 65 years old, but these days people are workingthrough those years, said James Nichols, head of consumer saluttons
group &t Mew York-based financial services firm YoyaFinancial. Somefimes, that Is hemusa they never had the oppartunity to
save forredmrement when they were younger. ¥oamen age 65 and alder are perhaps most susceptible to this predicament, De
partment of Labor data shows. Woemen, especially those divarced or unmarried, face financial hardships, possibly because

B e ||
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Money Milestones
By Brxther Bo by Adkins 1)

LA L B e
they lost meney inthe 2008 Wnancial crisis or because they
had to leave the worforce to care fartheir family,

Thereis hope for boomers, thaugh, even for those with litile
io no rewrement savings. [fthey are inthe posiion to work
langer, they can do so while bullding up a bigger nest egg
and delaying Sodal Securnty benefits. Beery ime a pre-
reMiree postpones Sacial Security banefits by another year,
the inimal amount they receive increases about 8%, experis
said. If married and in nesd af assistance, the spause earning
the lesser of the two should taks
Social Security beginning at 66 if
-l-ﬁh f-]h possible. Choosing to begin with-
drawals betwesn the ages of 62
= Lok bor wome wii and 65 while shll warking could
ks warm walrs lrcoms reduce the bensfit they recefve,
= Bulld g bleopr mask
l.t||]
= nu.m- Loerind 'il:-l‘.'uhl'!-

experts said.
Benehts Now alsa is the wme to think of
= Colimobe e omich 4 the impad of health-care costs

w1l i for keallh carg| 00 your retirement, f you have
. not already — deduchhles, pre-

miums and other expenses could
gat inte your savings accounts. A
B%yearold man would need
572,000 and @ woman of the
same age 593,000 in orderio hawve a 50% chance of enough
savings 1o cover their health-are exdpensesin refirement in
2016, an Employee Benefit Research Inswtute (EBRI) repart
found.

- Wouwe a an-nli FRLL EH
bomdls ANT shockes b

rrrr|'fl:||i|:r:

“You are not investng for the net five years but rather far
the 10th, 15th and 20th year,” Braglia said. “And that is not
really any different than Imvesting when you were younger,”

Where are our
College Students?

%1. John's mllege students are enmuraged to share their
colisge information with the AMEN readers. The AMEN
would |ike 1o publish & list of membars who are in college
aned where they are ﬁ'li'lﬂil':ufﬂl'lgqmll ase luhrmt this Inﬁlrr
ﬁﬁ%tﬂﬂn&&ﬁﬂiﬂﬂwﬂ mm.

Church School Book Club

October 2018 I]i'!l:u_urun Datez 20 October 2018
10:00 AN — 11130 AL
The Scariet Threod, Rwvers, 2011,
MNovember 2018 Discussion Date: Movember 17,2018
10:00 ALM. —11:30 A0,
The lnherimance, Alers, 2007,

Corparate -afarney Hannah DuPont-Lowell ahvays pictured
herself returning to New Orleans to retire—|ust naot yet. But
afier her Manhatian company abruptly lay: off its staff,
there iz o better place to fipure aut 8 next moave than the
parch af her plantafian-style hame,

Nestled in the stunning Garden District; the DuPont House
has baen in Hannah's family for two centuries. With s
gighteen rooms and two guesthouses, it is far more home
than widewed Hannah nesds Swll, it could make & wonder-
ful inn, espadally if she =n convince her friends and former
cownrkers Tanya, Jasmine, and Nydiate join in the vemure.
But in the meantme, Hannah has a high school reunion to
aftend_

Callege Professar 5t. Jalhn McNair, Hannah's ane-ime class
mate, js sWll the finest guy in any roam, Betwesn Hannah's
willmary, blande beauty, and his uncanny resermblance ta
Marvin Gays, they make s striking pair. And gradually, their
rekindled friendship mevestoward romance, 5ull, Hannah 15
tao hruised by her late hushand's jnfideli’=s to trust 2 man
again. But:herfriends’ arrival and encourgement [ust-might
show her 2 path through uncertainty—straight 1o 2 wibrant,
javTul new life_—AmEon

*44@w

nedra medaniel@
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Back to School
By Samantha Adkins

What arethe sevenwordsthat | hate tao hear late inJuly?
ITS_TIME..TO ..G0_. BACK__TO __SCHOOL. Light

After a long hot surmmer, flled with trips to Tesxas, Tennessee,
Mississippi, and Flarida, | knew the summerformewas just about
overwhen | heard my dad say those seven words.

Though | am shy farthe most part, | didn’t have any fears about
starming this schoaol year, gven though | was moving to & new
schoal | am kind of use to changingschools by now. After maving
from Texas two years agno, this will be my 3™ school in four years.
Sull, since | am not an outgaing person, just meedng new friends
iz usually a challenge, YWhat helpsis having a few friends at school
that also attend 5t: Jahn AME. | can look forward to seeingthem
gach day.

Atry new school, Liberty Middle Schoel in Madison, | get to see

Channing Wilson most days. Since Channing is alsa in the 5t. lahn

AME dance ministry with me, t makes me fesl| good 1o see her at

schaal, as | know shewill come overtao say “Hi" and te chatwith

mewhen she can. Sincewe are now fourweehks into the new schoolyear, | am more comfortable, but soll
look farward to seeing my church friends in the school hallway, in class, arinthe cafeteria. YWeare starfing
to have moere funtoo. 5o far, my favarite subjec is Wisual Ars. My least favorite is Henars Math, thaugh
outdoor PE is not fun when it is so hot.

onthe & af Septemiber | wentta miy first high scheol football game, and Channing and her brether Cam

camewith me:. Atfirst | did not want to ga, but my dad copvinced me it would be a good idea, plus Fthink
it wasthe perfect excuse far him goingto see the Madi
san Bowl [Bob Jones High School versus James Clemens
High Schoali. Channing and | -are also laoking farward
to going to see our faotballteam, Uberty Middle Schoaol
Lians, play laterthis year.

| look farwardto the st of the school year. | am sloely
getting use to the daily schedule and all the extra work
that hasto be done in middle schoal, My first progress
repart was pretty good, so | will'try hard and et you
ko how thingsturn out,
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Church School Lesson Overview — Cctober 2018

The lesson reviewswere written by Brather Willie Sandifer.

Detober 7, 2018

Lessan Title: Moah's Steadfast Faith

Lessan Seripture: Genesis 6; 8:19

Print: Genesis 6:9b-22

Devotional Songs: #378[], #3845 [, and #243[]

Key Verse: “MNaah did this he did all that Goed commanded
him.* (Genesis 6:22).

Because Moah was faithful, he was granted a spedal rale in
God's renewal of the word following the great flood (6:7, &,
1223,

In this lzsson we see that things changed when sincame into
the pidure with Adam-and Bee choosingto eat of thetres of
knowledge of peod and evil. The Wmeframe between Genesis
4 and Genesis &, which indudes being kicked out of the gar-
den and Moah's lifetime had & huge incease in population
and dramatic increase in evil. Wickedness foiled God's plans
far a perfect world so badly that the only remaining opfan
wias to destroy humans and animals.

God warned Maah of the coming flaod and told him a way to
supdive it in a faithful way Noah was ta make his owen way of
suryival in the form of an ark. The arkis like a free-floating
barge without a sail or propulsion system. The measure
ments of the ark were huge: 450ft long, 45ft high, and 75ft
wide. The owerall velume cameta ouver 1.500.000-cubic faet.
The commentary matchesthat to the capacity of around 375
modern daytractortrailers.

Detober 14, 2018

Lessen Title: God isAlway s Warking

Lesson Scripture; Genesis 8-12

Print: Genesis 10:1 Genesis 11:10, 27, 31, 32; 12:1-4
Devotional Songs: #377, [|; #272 [[; and %243 []

Key Verses: " will make of you -3 great natton, and |will bless
wvou, and make your name great sa that you will be a bless
ing. |will bless those who bless you, andthe one who curses
you | will curse;-and in yau all the families af the =arth shall
be blessed.” [Genesis 12:2-3):

Often @lled a Table of Nabons, Genesis 10, shows a family
history of the descendants of Moah, The Descendants of
Shem sertled what is known as modern day Irag and lran.
This iswhere Abram was barn.

The 1tth chapter of Genesis begins and ends with verses
that autiing the lineage af Naah's sans and gives their geo-

graphical distribuion of clans that later became natons.
begins with lapheth, then Ham, and finally Shem, whose lin-
eage isthe lesson focus, Abram comes from Shem's lineage,

The commentary relates that God's covenant with Abram s
patterned the way &ncient suzerain-vassal treaties are
patrierned. In the suzerain-vassal treaties a great king de-
clared sowereignty owver a weaker king and demanded com-
plete layalty in exchange for pratechion and averall security.
The terms could cross generational lines fthe heirs of the
vassal kingagreed tofulfill the conditton of obadience.

In this lesson, God, the supremie soversign, effers Abram, 3
lacal tribal lzader, blessings in exchange for abedignce to
God's terms to leave everything te include his country, his
people, and even his close relatives. He is to permanantly
joumeytoan unknown locaton,

October21, 2018

Lesson Title: Abraham and Sarah Birth God's People

Lessan ScApture; Genesis 18:9-15; 21:1-7

Print! Genesis18:5-15, 21:1-7

Devotional Songs: #424 [[; #3721 [ and #243 ]

Key Verses: “The Lord dealt with 5armh as he had said, and
the Lord did fors arah as he had promised (Genesis 211).

This lessan showsthewvalug of, and the need for & slow and
steady way to faith. No matter the feelings about i, God
moves in His awn tme toward the completWon.of His plans.
The path can seem wery slow as bellevers wait for God to
act. Real faith requires that Christans keep moving fanward
with the knowledge that t hey will win if they do not give up.

Inlast week's lesson God promised 1o make a great namon of
Abram and maks his name great. His descendants would
malke 3 farmidable and respeced group of prople. Thers
was ane thing warking against this future state: Abram and
Sarai had not been able ta have children,

Abram pointed out that it would not be possible for God's
planto work because he had no male heir. At Abram’s death
all his assets would revert to his oldest male servant who
wasnot related to him by blood,

Abram and Sarai took matiers into their man hands and pro-
duced an heirthrough a surrogate mother, Hagar. However,
aboaut 13 years later, God made Hisintentons cdear: Abram
would be known as Abraham, “father of many nations" and
Sarah was renamed from Sarai. With the birth of their own
son lsaac, they would go onte have many descendants.

i eaplivaies Lo Lk A
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Habitat for Humanity Home Dedicated
By Tami McGhee

Add Habitat Howse 2t lohnrmembErs Esse ohrson am
TamiMecGhee withthe GailEm Family

Sister Tami McGhee and Brother Jesse Johnsan represented 5t: John at the Habitat for Humaniy
Spring Build Dedication Ceremony for the Gaillard Family Home held on Saturday, Septembear 08,
2018, The home is lecated at 6125 Belgrade Drive. Sponsors forthe home are 5t. Jahn AME Church,
Church of the Mawwity, First Chriswan Church, 5t. M atthews Episcopal Church, Faith Presbyteran
Church, Alpha Foundaton, ERC, and Provision Center for Freton Therapy.

Church School Lesson Overview — October 2018

L e | e AT

Dctober 28, 2018

Lessan Title: lsaae and Rebehah eontinue the Legaey

Lesson Senpture; Gengsis 24

Print: Genesis 24:13-21; 61-67

Devotional Songs: #4611 [}; #97[}; and §243 []

Key Verses: "Then Rebekah and her maids rese up, maounted the camels, and fallowed the man; thus, the servant took Rebek-
ah, and went his way” (Genesis 2451,

This lessan shows same principles in away that often causes Christiansto ask God fara sign in choosing a spouse.

Abraham was |efi with one last task to iind a wife for [saacwhowould mntinue Abraham’s blaodline and pass along the prom-
isethatthe Serpent’s head would one day be crushed by God through one of Abraham's descendants, Jesus,

Abraham was determined that lsaac' s wife would befram among his awn rlafives. He sent 3@ servant to choose [saac awife,
Her famiiy had to be willing ta lst her go to relocate to Canazn There was no certainty, however, that Abraham’s relaves
would let one of their marriage-eligible daughters leave with a stranger and mowve miles away 1o marry @ man that she had
newver seen ar even heard of.

This [esson starts as the servant amrived with ten mmels inthe land of Abraham'sfamily. The servant stopped by aweall outside
Mahor, & town named after Abraham’s late brother. The servant needed to water his animals and it was preordained that he
wasthere at sveningtime asthe wamen came out to draw water. The servant chesathis lacadionand thistime as a good place
te seekasign frem God.
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5t John AME Churzh 3
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113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
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Return Service Requested

E-mmil oMo E:'l:_:n:-lln Nz dlie com
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ST. JOHN AME

Whaneg Thee Word, Sénang The Peapls

Thaot if jrou confess with paur mouth, “lesus s Lord, ¥ ang befizve in pour heart
that God roized him from the dead, you will be soved Fomons 1009

INDRIC
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Fastor Wright Preaches Annual Sermon

at Northwest Alabama Annual Conference
By B. Johnson

The Ninth Session of the Northwest Alabama Annual Carference was held Tussday, September 4,
through Friday, September 7, 2018, at the Daniel Payne Community Plaza in Birmingham, Alabama.
The Annual Conterence was led by Bishap Hary L 5 eawright, Presiding Prelate. The Rewerend
Sherita Moon Seawright is the Episcopal Supervisor. Fresiding Elders of the Conference were the
Reverand Dwright E. Dillard and the Reverend Cleophas Guice, 5r, along with Interim Preziding El-
ders the Reverand Olwer Allen and the Reverend Myers Hawkins. Host churchesfarthe Conference
wiere Bryamt Chapel AME Church, Grasselli Heights, Birmingham, the Reverend Damien R. Lidlgjohn,
Pastar; New Magnolia AME Church, Muscoda, Bessemer, the Rewverend Charles Marie Davis, Pastor 5t. Mark
AME Church, Brighton, the Reverend Roderick Calling, Pastar; and 51. Paul AME Church, Adamswville, the Reverend
Jaseph A. Hall, Pastor.

The paster of 5t. John AME Church, Huntswille, Alabama, the Reverend Maurice Wright, Il was the preacher far
the OpaningSession afthe Annual Conference. The Rewverend Wright was introduced by The Right Reverend Har-
ry L Seawright. The Reverend Wright's sermon topic was; "In S5pite of the Forecost, God 5 Waorking Behind the
Spene” OF course, Fastor Wright's delivery was powerful, exciting, intense and enthusiasnc? |t was very well
received by'the ministers, delegatesand these in attendance. He made 5t. lohn memberswha were present very
proud that-he was their pastor.

At 3:00 pm the reports began and 5t. John members were excited to know that Pastor Wright would be giving his
report on this day while they were all in aftendance. The Reverend Wright, lanked by almost 30 members, stood

boldly and predaimedthe posive things that had taken place ower this last year at 5t. lobkn AME Church, Hunts
wille. Praise God!

Members were also proud of 5t. Jahn's delegate, Brother Cliftan Miller, in his passianate reguest far the return
af the Reverend Maurice Wright, ||, Servant Pastar, to 5t. John Huntsville for the next onference year! He did an
putstanding job and his request wasgranted at the Clasing Session on Friday, September 7™,
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Vision 2020 Launch Kicked Off the New Conference Year

B. Johnsan

T minus 5 semndsand ourkng. Go_.. for auto system start.
Five, four, thres, twao, ane, mission contral, we hawe Lift off!

S5t. John lzunched its VISIOMN 2020 Building Campaign on Sunday, September 9, 2018 st 10:00 am. It was a spectacular event!

The Building Committes, under the leadership af Sister Adrenne P.K, Washington [eft no stone unturned, The committee had
planned an exciing event to capture the invakement of all the mngregants.

The maorning service took Mlight sith the church wel-

I X
+ | L — comingthe Reverend M aurice Wright, || 5ervant Pastor,
m the Reverend Jorethas Wright and the Wright famiky
Pres i S THETTRE tired) Sf=n i-_'ﬂ”':'ﬂ Presiding EdlerBuce Hanter back forthe beginning of their third conference year at
J i Et. John, Presiding Elder (Ret.) Oliver Allen led the han-
ar. This presentation was followed by the introduction of the newly appointed Presiding Elder, the Reverend Bruce ¥Wayne
Hunter and hiswife, Mrs. Gail Hurter. Alsa, among the harnored guests was The Right Reverend Hamy L. Seawright, Presiding
Prelate, 9° Episcopal District, AMEC, Once allthe introducions were concluded, the service procesded with the usual order of

warship, Fastor Wright preached on the sermon topic, ¥l CanSee Clearly Mew” with supporng scripturefrom 1 Corinthians
1312,

fd renre P-K Washirgton presents VEiDn 2020 SkEmn Butker prese s WEiDn 2030 Giving Campaign

Through the poerer of creafive imagery, Sister Washington presented YEION 2020 to the enfite congregsfian. She edplained

P el el oaF i 1)
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Vision 2020 Launch Kicked Off the New Conference Year

B. Johnsan

I v A v vy v 4|
while there had been tall far years regarding expanding5t. lohn, the time for talk was aver; “We are flat out of space” and
= need to ecpand in orderto meet the nseds of 3 grmwing, thriv-
ing congregaiion and to conwnuzto grow and expand minis-
A tries, She described the plan for moving from the idea, to the

mined; no architect has even been decided. What she was
most explicit aboutawas the planta begin raising the necessary
capitalto begin a building project. She ended her presentaaan
on three key concepts as the church begins the process. She
stated that, "We will take inte consideration, what we want,
what we need, and especially what we can aflard.”

“T Sister Sharan Butler fallowed with a spedfic strategy for rais-
ing the capital for the building campaign, She explained that everyone would be encouraged to paricipate, this was an incle
shie project. She shared the beaulfully designed pledge m@rds and
how to submit them te the Stewardship and Finance Commission,
wihich would honor everyane’s confidentiality: Sister Butler stressed
that it was not so much what one pledged, as much as, being con-
sistent with the pledge. Pledge ards were distributed te the adults
and to the children and youth. A copy of the pledge card is on page &, |
for use by persans who hayve not submitted a pledge @rd.

Az the WEION 2020 launch came to a concdusion in the sancuary it

mowved to the next stage which was a fellmwship meal. The entite con-

gregation was invited te-a delicious meal. The weather did not be - e
have as was hoped, sa all the outside achviies were sither post-
poned ar brought inside. Mevertheless, everyone enjoyed the com-
radery, 5tagethree of the [aunch had everyone to returnto the sanc
tuary for 3 spirt-filled concernt by /n One Accond, underthe direclion of Brother Roberto Burtan, The benadichon was renderad
therzafier and the 5t. John African Methodist Episcopal Church WISION 2020 Launch concluded. Amen.

Setup im plete-for cutdoo ractivites.

ke mbe s enjoyed focd aml fellows hip.
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The 50 Plus Auxiliary Celebrates National Hispanic Heritage Month

By B. lahnsan
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Fastor Wnght, puest presenters amd Fifty Phs members

"The foreigner residingamengyou must be freated as your natve-bom. Love them as yourself’ Levilicus 15:34

The 50 Plus Auxiliary, underthe leadership of Sister Agnes Gilmore, celebrated Mawonal Hispanic Heritage Manth
duAngthe September meetng While the membership is omprised mostly of relirees, they never stop learning.
The monthly agenda ahways presents an opportunity for the membersto |eam something new and this manth's

agenda was no excepion. Mamonal Hispanic Hertage Month |s celebrated from September 15" to 0 ctaber 15" .
The histaries, cultures and contribuons of American dtizens whose ancestors mme from Spain, M exico, the Carib-
bean and Central and South America are recognized. The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week
under President Lyndan Johnson. It was expanded by President Ranald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period.

The public has been intripued for months asthey have witnessed the horrendous events occuming at the United
States barders and with the immigramon crisis. They have heard the dismay of'the inacoon towards the young im-
migrants, known as “Creamers.” Ciizens across the United States have been appalled by the "2ere Tolerance” Poli
oy of the Trump Administrafion towards immigrants and the separaion of families. The African Methadist Episca-
pal Coundl of Bishops, [Bishops 2018} wrote a scathing rebuttal to. Aftorney General, Jeflerson Beauregard Ses-
sion's use of scripture to defend the "Zero Tolerance® Fnliqr.:

To bringclarity to this discussion, two experts were invited to share their knowdedge. Mrs. Ann Marie Batista, Coor-
dinator of English for Speakers of Other Languages (EBSOLE) , for Huntsville City Schools and Mrs. E. Yalitza LaFor-
taine, Regional Morth Organizer, Alabama Coaliion for Immigrant Justice (ACLY) were the guest speakers.

Here-are just a few of the paints shared by Mrs. Batsta:

s  Huntswille City Schoal's Admissian Policy states that enrallment of immigrant or migrant children shall net
be denied ar delayed due to lack of approprizte government issued documents, fi.e. birth.cerificate, sacial
secUrity number, scheal recards etc.)

Huntsville City Schools has an enrollment af approsimately 2000 Spanish-s peaking students.

O e e v i 1

“The Council of Bishops of the AME Church. (2018, July 18). AME Church Condemns Use of
Scripture by Attorney General Sessionsta S eparate Immigrant Families, The Christion Recorder, pp. 15
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The 50 Plus Auxiliary Celebrates National Hispanic Heritage Month

Alrawl e el o g £
® Spanish-speaking countries arterritaries represented in Huntsville City Schools are Argentina, Chile, Colum-
bia, Dominican Republic, Bl 5alvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, Venezuela and
the USA. 5o, students are not coming just from Mexico.

Mrs. LaFontaine spoke passionately on the state of immmigration and the crisis, not anly happening at the barder,
but across the United States. Her pressntabon was extremely informa@ve: and encompassed maore Information
than space will allow, However, here are just afew highlights.
= She began by explaining the difference between Latna, Hispanic, illegal alien and undocumented, terms
wihich people of Lafin heritage are often identfied by, “lllegal Alien” Is considered a government tag. The
preferable termis"undacumented immigrant.”
She gawe a brief history of immigration in the United States and how the dempographics heve changed. Ini-
waly Europeans comprised the majority of immigrants in the 1700 and 1500's. Asfime passed and condk
fwans and the economy chianged, the color of immigraion changed from African (forced migration) to Cau-
casian, to Asian, to Mexican.
DACA Deferred Acaon for Childhood Arrivals was designed to protect the children that were brought hers
illegally by their parents. DACA requiresthatthe students beinschonol, ennot be arrested, and must check
in. A DUl domestc violence and theft will petvou deported. Over 800,000 children are literally waitingto
renewtheirstatus at a cost of 5450.00 ewery year.
If an undocurnented parent is deported and the child is a WS, cibzen, the child can po with the parent, but
they can onbly stay in that country for 180 days becguse they are considered afareigner. They cannot atiend
schoolunless the parent pays for schooling, The child must hawve dual civzenship in orderto remain in that
country with the parent or be returnedtothe U5, after 180 days.
There are 11 million undocumented immigrants in the U. 5% And there is no path to ciizenship forthess
peaple; not even farthose refugees seeking asylum.
She spoke on Immigraiion and Custams Enforcement {|CE) and howthey are enforcingthe current admin-
istratiom's harsh régulattons. ICE has contracts with privately owned prisons-and detenion facilites across
thecountry. Thirty-fourthousand ICE beds are filled gach day at a substantial amount ef money. Immi-
grants apprehended in Huntsville/ Madison County are sent to Etowah County for halding andthen sentto
a facility in Lowisiana, And yes, Mrs. LaFortaine reported thatthers had been at least 30 people arrested in
Huntswille by |CE
Unlile cthzens, those that are arrested and detained have no right to Due Process because they are undoc
umented immigrants. Bail can range from $300to 55000 dollars, CASH.

Itweas truly an eve apening presentafion. She conduded with several suggestens an howi to relieve same afthe
pain af this civil rights issue,
= Mopstimportantly_- ¥0OTE! Vote forthose regulamons and persons who arecompassionate towardsthe
plight af the immigrant families,
Wolunteer with agendes that are ightngforthe rights of immigrant Tamilies,
Engage with the immigrant community.
Advocate and donate.
Write legislatars.

Follewing the conclusion of the presentattons, the 50+ Awiliary shared a real Medican Figsta with Meagican foods,
decoraionsand Mariachi music.

The S5+ Auxiliary mests the first Monday of each menth at 9:30 am. All are weloome. Please consider [oining us
nait manth, where, we may be refited, but we are stll leamingand doing.
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Reflections on Grandparents Day and Grandparent’s Love
By Charlsie Brooks

“| am reminded of yaur sincere faith, which first lived in yeur grandmother Lois and inyeudr mether, Eunice and, | am
persuaded now lives Inyoud alsa,” -2Timathy 15

Sunday, September 3, was National Grandparents Day. This is not a "Pop-up” holiday, but a legitimate and growing celebra-
won, Grandparentingis nothing new to. Black families. Stafisncs reveal that for same, generaton after genemion af Black chilk
dren were raised by grandparents. "Great-grandmather habblgsin on cutches, her gament pinned acmss her chest with a
safety pin, and her caped on with a black ribbon. But it takes morethan crutches and discarded ribbens to abash a colared
grandmather, Infact, they are the only grandmothers whom | have ever known to come into their own, They are sall persans.
They never quail befare a stylish granddaughter by so much as afrachan of an inch-They have all drunk atthe fount of youth
and never lost itsAavar.

“ly grandmothers were stroang.

Theyfollowed plows and bent to toil,

They moved throughfelds sowingseed.

Theytouched sarth and grain grew,

They were full of sturdiness and singing.

My grandmothers wers strong.

My grandmothers are full of memaories..*”

O prah Winfrey wrote "l pray every day. Mot enly do | pray, but| pray on my knees. Like my grandmethertaught me. As lang
as God allows youto bend, you bend, And 've bent every day of my |ife.’

MNatwonal GRndparents Day has morethan one origin, Some people consider it to have beanfirst proposed by Michazl Goldgar
inthe 1970's after he visited his aunt in an Atlanta nursing home: Sperding 511,000 of his ;en meney in lobbying eflorts to
have the day oftidally recognized, he made 17 tripsto Washington, DC over a seven-year span to meat with legislators,

Others consider Marian Ludlle Hernden Mcluade, a housewife in ¥West Wirginia, to have been the main driver for the day of
abservance. Throaughout the 1970's M ol uade warked hard to educate the people about the impernant comtributions senior
cimzens made and the contributons that they would be willing ta make if asked. She alsa asked urged peopleto adopt a
grandparent, not for one day ayearand not for material giving, but fora lifewme of experenca.

In any event, Nattonal Grandparents Daywas finally signed into lze by President Jimmy Carter in 1578, Marian Mecluade re-
ceived a phone call from the White House to advise her of this event. Mamy people belizve that National Grandparents Day
wias insplred by her efforts. A presidental proclamation on September &, 1979, made this day afficial —it designated Sunday,
September 9, 1979, (beingthe “first Sunday of September following Labor Day”) as Mational Grandparents Day,

Each year the President is requested to issue a proclamason far this day and to call on people to observe the day with appro-
priate ceremonies and achvities. This is now a spedal ‘and recognieed day. Many find simplewaysto honor their grandpar
ents. While Barack Obamawas President he took fimetoissue Presidertal prodamatons urging Americans to “honaer the an-
chors of our families and recognize the immeasurable waysthey enrich our lves.”

The 5t. Jahn church family lowves grandparents and: grandchildren. This-areicle shares comments from several grendparents and
pidures of same of their grandchildren,

FERTE ITF P T |

‘Eleanar Wembridge, Life Amongthe Lowbrows, 1931,

:I'l.-1argaret Waller, “Lin=age,” For My People, 1542,
‘Oprah Winfrey, in “An Intmate Talk With 0 prah,” Essence, August 1987
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Reflections on Grandparents Day and Grandparent’s Love
By Charlsie Brooks

Vel maseted s A e A

Sister Karen Miner has eight grandchildren and she shared in-
formation of each of them. (1) Austn Franklin afends Pied-
maont Internatonal University in Winston 5alem, North Carolina
where he ls majoring In business. Austin and Karen love 1o
spend Wme just talking. (2) Channingis a 6" grader at Liberty
Middle Schoal in Madison, Alabama. Karen zaid that Channing
has a silly laugh that she lowes to hear. They enjoy shopping
and doing oafts. (3 Cambridge Wilson aftends Madison Ele-
mientary Scheal in Madisan, Alabama where he is in the 5"
grade. Cam lovesto play football and baseball. Camalsa lowves
to eat grandma’s cooking, especially chicken. ) Grandson,
Justin Franklin, livesin Hopewell, Wirginia and is inthe g grade.
Karen |lowes attending Justn's soccer, feptball and basketball
gameswhen she visits Virginia. (5 Chloe Wilsan is her grand-
daughterwhao isin the o grade. Chloe loves playing bashket-
ball. They loveio go to the parkio ride so she can ride her biks
and feed the fish and ducks. (5 Cayden Wilsanisa 2™ grader also; she is the twin sister to Chlae. They are eight years old.
Cayden loves her grandma-and they watch as Cayden dees gymnashics at Altude Trampoline Park and she pedfamsin her
own fremt yard, (7) Baby Carter Wilsan is twoyears old and is now a “Terrible Two” according to grandmother Karen. Carter
likesto play patty cake and loves playingoutside with grandma. Carer also loves grandma’s ooking.

Karen Minors G mnde hild en

Sister Lanita Slaton, happily sharesthefollowing about her darling grand-
children. "My grandchildren Erin Minar {15}, Jordan Slatan (100, Tristan
Elaton (3)-and Slaton Anderson (B) arethe lights of my [ife, They keep me

- busy enjaving their estracurricular acvilies. Erinis a cheerleader at Ausin
High Schmal. Jordan enjoys parBcipating with her sevim team. Tristan is a
fartastic art’st and recenthy had her work featured in'the River City Arts Fes-
mwal. Slaton, the younp
est and only boy afthe |
crew, loves to study space
and wants to b2 an astro-
naut when he grows up.
My grandchildren make
my heart smile,”

Jister Agnes Gilmeore |
shared how impartantit.is for she-and |
her husband to pray foar their g1'E|n|:|-i
children, “As grandparents, we pray daily that aur grandchildren will under |
stand the meaning of the cross. We pray for their physical needs and pru-!
techon. We pray they rememberto treat family members, friznds, teachers|
and everyone with the same kindness and respect they would like te re-
celwe. We pray that they feel secure in our love for them.”
Grandparents feel blessed and honered to be able to shower love and cars

Lania Slaton’'s Grandehildren

Apnes and Rufus G ilmoe with theirgrrdchilden,

fE rT e e o e
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Reflections on Grandparents Day and Grandparent’s Love
By Charlsie Brooks

il I i o paope T
on their dear grandchildren, This wrter's grandchildren are pictured an the
lefi.

This poem from Leaves af Gald, published in 1948, enttled “When We Are O1d”,
saysit all.

When you are old and: gray and full of sleep,

And nodding by thefire, take down this boak,

And slowely read and dream of the soft look

Your eyes had once, -and eftheirshadows desp;

How many loved your maments of glad grace

And loved your beauty with love false and true;

But one man.. (your grands . loved the pilgrim soul inyau
Charisie Brools’ Grandchidren Andthey.{grands) lovedthe sarrews of your changing face;

And bendingdown beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how love fled
And placed uponthe mauntains everhead
And hid his face amid a crowd afStars.
—William B. ¥ eats.

Finally, Alex Haley wrote, "Grandparants somehew sprinkle a sense of starust over grandchildren.”
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Ninth Episcopal District

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Harry L. Seawright, Prasiding Prelate
The Reverend Sherita 5 eawright, Episcopal Supervisor

2015 Planning Meeting &
150" Celebration of the AME Churchin Alabama
MNovermbear 1-3, 2018
St lohn AME Church, The Reversnd Roosewvelt Williams, 111, Host Pastar
207 Madison Avenus, Montgomsary, Alabama 36104
Reraissance Mot gomery Hotel &5 pa - 201 Tallapoosa Street, Montgamery, Alabama 36104

150th Celebration Gala

November 3, 2012 at noan
Bishop lames L Davis, Guest Speaker

St. John's Betty E. Derrick Women's Missionary Society
Attended the Annual WMS Convention in Record Numbers

By lormire Fafam

MNineteen members of the Betty E. Derrck ¥WMS Saciety aitended
the 2018 Northwest Alabama Conference WS Annual Day, on
September 1st at the Daniel Payne Coammunity Plaza in Birming
ham, Alabama.

The session began with theTanner Turner Memarial tribute to our
missionary sisters called home during the year. 5t. John's circle
remains unbroken “ta God be the Glary™.

The business sessian focused onthe elechon of delepates to the

2018 WMS Quadrennial Comeention, which is scheduled for Jul 28

— —Aug 1 2019, in Columbus, OH. The conference elected 5 dele

New mre mbe rs of the NWAC WS including 5t. John gates and lalternate. Our own Dr. Monica Dillihunt is an slectad
PR e e e Al o, i M i P e ot ol delegate; she will represent 5t John and the 9% Episcapal district

atthis connechonal meeting.

Each year Morthwest Conference WMS engagesin a compassionate @re project. This year the Conference awarded four 5850
ih

Book Schalarships to deserving students and denated 5300tathe 9 Episcopal District GED pregram.

During the afternoon in white worship service missionares receiwved a challenge from Dr. Dolly Desselle Adams, wife ofthe
late Bishop John Hurst Adamsta “Go and Be Useful Chrisiians”, Dr. Adam spoke fram Matthew 21:18-19, expounding an Je-
sus’ reactiontothe igtree that did net hawve any frut on it. Bemuse it did not serve its purpose lesus caused it to wither and
die. Or. Adams described all the ways Chrishians have become useless due to their ego-driven pursuit for power and posian,
Wewere encouraged to stop cateringto our desires and recognize that blessings come with responsibility, and Chriswans have
a responsibility to be useful in fulfillingthe mission et the chorcd,

5t. lahn Missionaries attendingthe Conference included Mary Allen, Gwendolyn B aldwin, Earnestine Barnes-Wery, Renes
Booker, Charlsie Brooks, Angeline Brownlow, Eleanar Burneti, Janice Hereford, Monica Dillihunt, Claudinetie Fears, Annie Hall,
Thalia Lowe, Peadean Myhand, Larraine Parham, Sylverte Parker-Menroe, Mary Pawers, Eva Smith, Donnie Thampson and
Rosemary Wells.
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Addison Bradford Named
Youth of the Month for September

Addisan Bradford was the
youth of the month for Sep-
tembar, She is an up and
caming arlist and a lover of
all things purple and pink.
She talkes great pride in cre-
aiing |felike portraits of
her family and ‘friends. Her
artwark has been featured
in the affices af many disn-
guished individuals like Fas

sddEon Bradford tar Wright.

In addition to beinga budding armrst, she is also @ dance stu-
dent at Soles Dance Center, a pymnashcs student at The Litle
Gym, and a piano student of her mother. She is a wanderful
big sisterwhao takes pride in making hervounger sibling laugh
at her various anics.

Her educational journey is just beginning at Central Elemen-
tary School, where sheis in the Pre-K pragram. Her faworite
thing to de =t schoal is play en the seings during recess.
When she is not drawing, you can find her putbing together

puzzles, reading one of her favorite books, or watching Dan-
iel Tiger's Neighborhaod.

Addisan is the daughter of Willle and Jamela BRdford and
the big sister of Breanne.
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GIVING LEVELS

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

Are You on Fire With a Passion to Serve?

“But be suretofearthe LORD and serve him faithfulby with all
your heart; consider what great things he has dane for you,”
- 1S5amugl 12:24

When you are ariuned te the Holy Spirit the desire to serve
athers is awakesned. Are you eager to express God through
your thoughts, words, and desds?  As you wake up to the
Spirit’s voice within the heart it expandsin gratitude. You will-
ingly desire 1o serve God and others faithfully and sincerehy.
You then become a wvehicle through which God is revealed in
the warld. Othersseeyauand see God,

Askthe Holy Spirit how can you be of service? May you open
your heart to be of service to those who cometo 5t lahn's bi-
monthly “Soup Kitchen*? Open your heart and mind-and ad
onthe guidance that Gad will give.

We invite you to share your gifts with passion. Let the energy
af the Holy Spirit became ipnited, Yeu can be an fire with 3
passion to serve when you accept His will,

“They came, everyone whose heart was sfirred, and everyone
whase spint was willing, and braught the Lard's ofiering to be
used farthe tent of meetings and for all its service.”

- B<mdus 35:21

Be sure to let the ¢ hurch office kow when you move so that
your comact infbmation in the membership databzee will b=
comecl,. Email yournewadd ress o oftce @stjohnh untsy ille com.
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Missionaries’ Outreach Ministers to Women and Children
By Netl m McDanel

On Saturday, September 22, 2018, the Women's Missionary Society
(W5 of 5t Jahn served lunch at the Women's and Children's Center
of the Huntswille Downtewn Rescue Missian. This is a quarterly ser
wice project forthe WS,

At the center;, the missiananes served a warm meal that vas pre

pared by the Downtown Rescue Mission staft.Some members worked
 the servirgtable, while others served beverages and desserts, Aneth-

er group worked with the stafl to prepare wvegetables for the Sunday

meal. As missiananes served, they also mingled with the residents of
" the center and offered greewngs and encouragement.

WS memberswho pardcipated were Lorraine Parham (W5 FPresk
dent), Monica Dillihunt, Pamela Amrington, Medra McDanigl, Claire
Fhiladeiphia, Mary Allen, Eva Smith, Angeline Brownlow, Rosermary
Wells, Renee Booker, and YPOer RobinSandersan.

The Stodohm WMS meests the 4th Saturday of each month &t 10:00 am. Sistar Loraine Parham isthe president. Members are
invited to jain this ministry,

In Memory of Sister Barbara Jean Leonard
By Rufie G ilma e [

Singto the Lard, far he hasdone wonderful things,

M ake known his praise-armund the warld.
Isaiah 12:5

Barbaralean Leonard, daughter of the late William 5r. and M argaret Leonard was bom on March 19,
1936 in Bimmingham, Alabama,

o She accepted Christ as her Lard and Savior and was baphzed at an early age in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. She moved her family 1o Boston, MA inthe late 50Fs where she began her careeratthe Ray-
thean Corporafion. She moved to Huntsville, Alabama in 157 8 where she mantnusd working in the
Scence, Technology, Engingering and Mathematics (STEM) field and evertually rewred fram Lock-
heed Marin Missiles and Space Co. After reliremeant she enjoyved velunteering with Meals on
Wheels and sitting with the eldery. Barbara lowved ta travel and sing inthe 5t. John AME Senior
Chair.

Barbara became an important part of the 5t. Joahn Music Department by participa@ng in the Seniar
and Gospel Chaoirs. As we became acquainted with each ather we discovered that we were beth from Birmingham and
immediately bonded and our friendship grew stronger and stronger as ime passed. As choir diredor, Barbara and |
spent hours preparing music for the warship service. Barbara was faithful and dedicated in her service to5t. John, She
had a lovely soprane voice that would touch the hearts of those who heard her sing. The congregation would often re-
guest that Barbara sing, “Christ 15 ALY "God (5581 On the Throne,” “God Cares Far You,” “"What A Friend We Have In
Jesus” and “Let God Abide.”

Barbara had a laving and caring spirit as she interacted the chairand the congregation of 5t. Jahn. She will be missed.
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Call to Conscience - Day of Action Held in Washington, D.C.

Don Clemons, Co-Chair, Sodal Acvon Commission
Sth Episcopal District Lay Organzamon

On SeptemberS &6, 2018, underthe leadership of Bishop Reginald T, lackson,
President af the Bishep's Council ofthe A-M.E, Church and Bishop Frank Madi
san Reid, I, Chairof theSodal Advon Commission of the AWM E Church, a Call
To Conscence Rallywasheld in Washington D.C The rally's purpose was to re-
it assert the Black church's rale asthe "Consdence of Maon®. The Black Church
CONSCIENCE OF ANERICESS has been invelved in nearly svery progressive sodal and human nghtsissusin
AY J.F AEHH" ‘M this naton of uur.s. thE. protest lad by Bishop F‘:ld*la.r:l Allen walking out af 5t,
George's Methodist Episcopal Churdh, the woting rights act, the bus boycoof,
Brown ws Board of Education, the civil rights act. The rally wasatiended by sew-

eral faith communies (A.M .E, AM.EZ, CM.E, Baptist; COGIC, and several other denominations),

Reid Temple A.M.E, Church of Glenn Dale,
Maryland served as the headquarters far
the first day of the rally. Workshops on

Bvangelical Chrisiian and Conscienfious
Chriswans; Mid-Term electons — Matonal
and State Implicanons; Registration, Mo
bilization, Eardy ¥ofing and Crganizabon,
The master of order was the Rewversnd

LALL 11U LUNIL

Steven Greene, Son af Bishop Sam
Greene. The chosen workshop presenters
were millennials, the Reversnd Williz
Francois; s, Stephanie Young [Bishap
McKinley Young's daughter) and Ms. Rose
R e i . Simmans (daughter of the late Reverend
A AR ety BEhop Frank Madison Rei (i Daniel “Super” Simmons, whe was ane af

the Emmanuel 9). The workshopswere both ingpiring, encouraging, and informative

Lafayette Park, across from the White House, was the site for day two of the rally, The Nawonal Park Service esm-
mated that approdimately 2000 were in aftendance. This was a spirit-filled rally that included great singing and
speeches by the likes of the Reverend lessie L. Jackson, Bishop Reginald Jackson, Bishop Gerald Ingram, Bishap
lames Daviz, Bishop John Bryant, Bishop Anne Henning Byfield, Bishop Dennis Practor, Brother Louis Reed and
several dignitaries with the keynote speakers-again being millennials; the Reversnd Jamal Bryant, Brather Louis
Reed and Sister Alice Marie Jahnsan. The proceedings of the day In the park may
L be viewed on YouTube: #RolandMarenUnfittered; AME Churches 9:6.18 Call To
Conscience/Farward To Aciion Rally st WH. Afterthe rally inthe park, the clergy

and lay met with members ofthe congressional leadership 2t the US. Capitol.

Bishop Reginald T. Jackson's clasing remarks were a charge to the Black Church
that this was not an end, but a beginning and the moast impatant work would not
be donein Lafayere Park, but when rally attendees returned home. He encour-
aged pastors and lay |eadership to go to work ensuring every person eligible ta
wote is registered, He set @ goal that befare elechion day B0 percent of congrege
tonswould have veted by =arly vatingwhere pemissible, or by absentee ballat.

The dosingthemewas: Call To Conscience — Forward To Adion
Dovm Cle v e 3 rd the Do n i e e & el

Pevemen esse Brkson Bmther Lous Peed
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Retirement Planning General Orders
By Bnother Bobby 2d kins 1

Friorto becominga US. Marine, ane af the firstthings | learned in boot camp was my military “11 Ganaral Orders”, Farthose
in the military, general orders are designed to cover every possible scenario a sentry {guard) might encounter while on duty.

All recrutts learnthess arders werbatim during recruit training and are edxpected to preserve this knowledge forthe remainder
af their military careers. | have been oft of achve duty for over a decade, yet | sall rememberthem, such a3s General O rder §1
"To toks chorge af my post ang olfl governmant proparty in wigw ™, At this pointinthe amicde, yvou may be asking yourself,
“What dogsthis haveto dowith the finanoal carner?” Well, | am glad you asked! | have the answer for you.

As we mntinue on thisjourney to learn more about rew’ rement planning, we have baen r _‘

exposad to varyingimnvestment strategies, often based an income and age. Likewise, as ; .,‘: |

wie monitorthe news, we gre bombarded daily with headlines reparingthat the mar- . g. 1

kets are up, arthe markets are down, orthat individuals have dificult inancial decisions :-__-_.f’_ f:"

io make regarding their future. Questions, such as “How do we keep Social Security sol- " Eﬁ:

vent?” “How do we make Medi@re sflardable? “Why are Americans not saving

gnough?’ These become polical taglines. We are constantly faced with 3 host uf#‘.r -~ ﬁ%z%&‘
thorny refirement issues that affect retirement strategies and hinder pafience. These

iype queskons oeate anxiety amongst investors who are coun@ing the daysto remrement. What should be done? How @n
ane foous within this stock market chaos?

Inthe midst af all of this uncertainty, we should have same fundamental inwestment guidelings that we can rely onio help us
makethe best decisions as we plan for retrement. | call these the “11 General Oeders af investing. " They are written down in

nospecficarder ofimpartance.

1. Place your reirement savings ahead of othergoals, like college ar a vacation home. Unless you have a goed pensian, plus
SpdalSecurity, tismostly uptoyou. Remember, therz are nefinancial second chances.

Sawve as much as possible, a5 soon a5 possible: You can akvays reduce savings rate later. Investment compounding really is
powerful. Load up on savings early in your career and let'the money work faryou inthe decades that follow:

When moaney gets aght, such as when paying far the kids' college, you may nead totrim savings for a few vears. But iFyou
owver-saved during thefirst 10 yearsor se of your career, you will likeby siwll reach reirement in good shape,

Have a financial and estate plan, te include a Will and Power af Attarney that provides coverage and support foryour
spouse or others who depend on you financally, as well asthose who may outlive you. Income-annuities, investment in-
come streamsand life insurance might all be part afthat plan.

Flace health care high on yaudr list-of fi<ed expenses. Medicare plus supplemental insurance can cost arefred couple more
than 5700 a mamth. These premiums are a bhig monthly hit and they will grow each year. Prescription drugs can alsa be a
large expense. Rememberthat Medicare has no out-of-pocket limits.

Imyest in ways that will provide a steady income stream in re@rement. [n mamy ways, reeirement is no different from your
workingyears: Youwant asteady flow of income, Do not betotally exposed to stock market fluduations, Y ou de not want
to womy about wheare that 4% withdrawal rate will come fram each year,

Ifyourpre-retrerment lifestyle is set with avision astowhat you can sustain-after you leawe the worlkforce, you are likely
ontrack. f not, refirement could mean a sharp drop in living standards.

Mewer forget that nen-financial aspects of refirement are important, too. Think about any significant relocation long be

AL e Lo e A4
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Retirement Planning
By Brxther Bo by Adkins 1)

FC ramakaaen fro: e 4 T
fore you resre, and considertrying it out first, It is a big
mistake to think of reffrement purely as leisure fime.
And remember, when living in refirement, the fun stufi
takes money.

Remember, Social Securty is designed to replace no
more than #B% of pre-refirement income, and for many,
that 40% is an overmsimate. The benefit calculafion is
shewed toward lower income Americans. In reremeant,
you will wart seme steady sources of income, and 5ocial
Seourity is probably the most secure.: Howewver, recog-
nize that it's de b= 3

income.

. Pay attenfion to communic@i@ons from your farmer em-
players, 5ocial Seourity, Medicare, personal advisers and
athers. What you don't kmow @n hurt you. A missed

deadline and ary number af ather arrors @n do severe:

financial damage. Weigh the pros and mns of applying
for early pension paymentsor sodal 52 curity.

11 Recognize that yeur taxes may not be lewer during re-
tirement. Allthe signs point to higher tades inthe futurs
for everyone. To reduce your reirement tax bill, a Roth
IRA account or municpal bond mutual funds may be
more favarable.

There are surely other guidelines that are not listed, but ad-
hering to these 11 general arders for rewrement planning
should cover many of the life events that affect your later
yearsand retirement planning.

Untl next month, Happy % avings!

Where are our
College Students?

51. John's mllege !tu'ldznu are EH;IUEB:EJ, to shame ﬂ!q]r

iuh‘tgt information with the MH'IEII.I readers. The AMEN

B 10 publish 3 list of mn:llql:g :A:hu are in n;lilgcgn

Mid-Term Election
November 6, 2018

October 22"  Last day to registerta
woteinthe Movember 6™ Electian

Applicafions for Absentee Ballots may be abtained fram Mrs,
EwaSmith.
Movember 1® Last dayto make application for an Absentes
Ballot

Last day to hand-deliver or postmark an
Absentze Ballot

Mevembear 5

Movemberis Caregivers Appreciaion Manth

5555 Retirement? Areyou Ready? Stant Now! 5555

The Annual Caregvers Workshop
Thursday, November 15, 2018 from 6:00pm-730pm.

M rs. Latoya Ford, Social Security Specialist fromthe cooper-
ate affice In Atlama, Geargia will be the guest presenter,
Everyone s imvited to attend, espeoally millennials and
youngadults.

A light repast will be served fram 5:30 to G:00pm. Please
make plansto sttend,
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Ereast Cancer Awareness

Ereast Self-exam and Survivor Testimony
By Rosemary Wells

lished in the foumal of Women's Health in 20011 found that 57 percent of female

| survivars said there was mare imvolved in their breast cancer detecion than a3
mammogram—with 25 percent reporfing sef-exams asthe addi®onal method and
18 percent sayingthey found a lump accidently,

| The National Breast Cancer Foundatian (MBCF —is pérhaps ane of the biggest an-

| dorsers of the breast self-e<am by urging women to perform self-edams at least

gnce @ month. The organizai’on reasoning is simple: Mo one knows your breast

berter than you do. “While mammograms can help you detect cancer before you c@n feel a lump, breast salf-

exams help you to be familiar with haw your breast [ooks and feels, “the NBCF writes. [Then] you can alert your
healthcare professional right awey if there are any changes.

Before you begin to performn 3 breast seff-exam, you mayfind t helpful ta dis
cuss the instructions and technique with your docter If you mensiruate,
choose afime inyour cycle whenyour breasts are least tender, Your harmane
level fluctuates each manth during your menstrual cyde, which @uses changes
in breast fissue. Swelling beginsto decrease when your period starts. The best
fime to perfermm & self~exam for breast swareness is usually the week after
your period ends.

Begin with a visual examinanon of your breast. Stand in front of @ mirror with your ams 2t your sides. Look far
puckering, dimpling, or changes in size, shape or symmetry. Checkto see f your nipples are turned in (inverted) .
Inspect your breast with your hands pressed down on your hips. Inspect your breast with your arms raised over-
head and the palms of your hands pressed together. When you raise your ‘arms above your head, the mass F
thereis one, steys there and the skin pulls away. Lift your breast to see if ridges along the botiom are symmet-
rical,

Mext use yourhandsto examine your breast: Choose a bed arother flatsurface ta lie down on your back. When

king down, breast Wssue spreads out, making it thinner and easier to feel, Use the pads, not the very @p, of your

threemiddle fingers. Use different pressure levels. Use light pressuretofeelthe fissue clasestto the skin, medium

pressureto feel a little deeper, and firm pressure to feel the tissue closest te the chest-and ribs. Be sureto use

each preszure level before moving on tothe next spot. Inthe shower, |ather yaurfingzrs and breast with soap ta
help yourfingers glide more easily over yaur skin,

Take your Bime. Dan’t rush, it may take several minutes to carefully examine your breasts. Yeur goal is to feel
difftarent depths of the breast by using diffierent levels of pressure to feel ALL the breast wssue. Follow &
patiern. Use-a methodical technique to ensure you examine your enfire breast. For-instance, imagine the face
of & dock aver your breast orthe slice.of pie. Begin near your collarbone and examine that secion, moving
yvaurfingerstoward your nipple. Then move yourfingers tathe next sechian.

Finding @ change or lump in your breast is not 3 reason to panic. Breasts feel different in different places. A
fimn ridge along the botom of each breast is narmal, for instance. The look and feel of your breast will change as

¥ou age.

AT O e A
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Ereast Cancer Awareness

Ereast Self-exam and Survivor Testimony
By Rosemary Wells

L ekt sl Jm peee J )
MMake an appeintment with yourdoctar if you netice:

&
2

L
L
&
"

Lt
Yaur dectar
breast exam,

A hard lumip or knot nearyour underarm.

Changes inthe way your breast looks or feels, induding thickening or prominent fullness that is differ-
gnt from the surrounding Assue

Dimples, pucker, bulges arridgesonthe skin ef your breast

Arecent change inanippleto become pushed in {inverted instead of sickingout

Redness, wamth, swellingor pain

Itching, scales, sares or rashes

EBloody nipple discharge

may recammend additional tests and procedures to investpate breast changes, induding a clinical
mammaogram-and ultrasound.

A personal teshmony -

5l
TEST

STIRAL

‘ My name is Melinda-and | am a 12 year biréast cancer sureivar,
I

My journey with breast cancer began in 2006 when | was first disgnosed at the age of 41 Al

o  that Wme | was diagnosed with stage || triple-negamive breast @ncer, with positive metasta-

LY sis to the lymph nades in my right Breast. Triple-negative breast cancer is different framthe
" three mare comman types of breast cancer. |t is less coammoen, harder to treat and more
ageressive, Triple-nagafve breast cancer refers to cancer that has not tested posiive for

any.of thethree other types. Triple-negatve breast cancer has no targeted therapies availa-

ble, currently. It is mare likely than the athertypes of breast @ncer to spread and recur,

My second d

iagnoseswith breast cancer was in April af this year. | was diagnosed this Wme with stage |l triple posi

five breast cancer in my |left breast. Triple positive breast anceris Harmone Receptor-Pesmve breast cancer: It is

breast ance

rthat has asignificant number af eceptars for sither estrogen or prapesterone. Estrogen receptar-

positive breast anceristhe most commaon ty pe of breast cancer disgnosed today. Accarding to the American can-
cer Society, about 2 owt of every 3 cases of breast cancer are hormone receptor-positive. Tumarsthat are ER/PR
posifive are much more likely to respond to harmene therapy than tumaors that are ER/PR negafive.

Ore maonth sfter having a “normal® mammogram | discovered alump by peforming my manthly breast selif-exam.

| wras devast
happen tam

Melinda Bowes

ated with feelings of disbelief, anger, fear, confusion, death and =ven wondenngwhat was going to

¥ young daughter, all types of feelings came te mind. But, | literally SAVED my Hfe twice by doing my
BSE and knoesing what my breast normally feels like and reporing the changesto my docar, |
cannot express how impartant i is for women to examine your breast (BSE regularly &n @
monthly basis.

| had no family histary of breast cancer when |was first diggnosed, but my sisterwas diagnos=d

with breast cancer-in March af 2017, | am numbar 7 of 14 siblings and have a good suppoart sys
tem in place. My family, parents, husband, friends around the world (military family);, church
family, induding co-workers all play an important role in supporiing me as | mnfnue this batile
with breast cancer. There are breast cancer support-gmup dasses available for family and pe
wents, aswell as an enermousamount afinfarmation on-line

L e ot e T
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Ereast Cancer Awareness

Ereast Self-exam and Survivor Testimony
By Rosemary Wells

LNt I T P TR S E

My treatiments were very scary, | had €T scans, MRI%s, labs, ulirasounds, & total of 34 rounds of mdistion treat-
ments incuding mastedamy, One year after treatments | had reconstruceon breast surgery. Each test done was
scary bem@use | did net know whether the cancer had spread to ather parts ef my boady. Tests included edtense
lab weork. | had a portakcatheter placed for chemo therapy treatments and lab draws. My insurance campany
neededto approval all treatments and pald far certain madiatons.

Someofthe obstacles | have faced during my treatments induded, afier using my 12 weeks of FMLA, | was termi
nated by my employer. The Oncologist treated the tests, labs and repans not me the patient). | had to own my
treatment plan for myself. | was too sickto take care of myself and had to depend on othersfor meals, taking me
to appointments, cleaning my house, and at Bmes assistngme with ADL s [achvities of daily lving.

My message ta AlLwomeninthe community:
& Makeyourappaintmeants and get yearly marmmograims.
% Take CONTROL af your health,
& Do monthly breast seif-esams,
& Kyouthinkitisnothing wisit yeurdactor-anyway and 25K questions.

Like | mentioned before, | have saved my |ife twice by performing my monthly breast seff-exam.lthank God | am
back at work part-ime and by His grace daing well!

Melinda Bowers, RN

Couples Ministry Enjoys Night of Bowling and Fellowship

By Katrnsa Norwood

~ " OnFriday, September 28, 2018, 51. John's Couples Ministry host-
egd bowling night at the Redstone Arsenal's Bowling Alley whers
atotal of 14 people aftended. |t was a great outing where thers
were couples who were seasaned as well as those who were
shampeningtheir skills,

The spirit amongst everyone was compeffve but fun. Brother
| Gilmore and Brother Keys took a silent, but deadly, approach as
they bowled; whereas Sister Parham, Brother Williams, and
Brother Scotl weare no-holds-barred as they led wath the higher
scores, The technique award went to Brother Parham as he
showed how to praperly spin the bowling Ball down the lane.
Now as the couples finished the |ast game of the night, Sister
Scoft recewed the award far her high score, even theaugh she
wias entering her first game, and the rest of the group was fired.
Threughout the night there was the “it's about ime” as bowlers
hit multiple strikes, the “hipsters” thattriedto pushthe ball where'they wanted it to go, and these that just prayed every time
they let the ball po because they did not knoe which direction it would go.

It wias a joyaus night ta fellomers hip.
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2018

The lessan reviews weare written by Brother Kenneth Par-
ham.

Mevemberd, 2018

Lessan Title: A Troubled Birth

Lessan Scripture: Genesis 25:19-34
Print: Genesis 25:19-34

Devational Sangs! #3565, #2561 and #24.3

Key Verse: “Two nalions are inyaurwomb, and tvwo peoples
barn of you shall be divided; the are shall be stranger than

the other, the elder shall serve the yourger” [Genesis
25:23).

The rewiewer's approadh in commenting on this lessan-is to
depart fram the obvious retelling of how Jacob became the
wvessel for which God fullills the proamise made to Abaham
but to provide another wiewpoint of what s being revealed
inthis lessan.

Wi see God's works being placed inte mofian as being the
ulmate provider. God answered |saac's prayer for provid
ing hiswife a fertile womb after sixty years (cominuation of
promise to Abraham). God provided an avenue for the fuk
filling af the prophecy that the yaunger nation (Jacob) wauld
rule over the older naton (Esau) by allowing Esauto be born
first; and alzo, by providing lacob an avenue to receive the
birth right from his brother, Esau). God provided an avenue
fcharacter trait) for Jacob to fight for God's blessings [Jamb
grabbed onto Esau's heel in order to enter this world and
later he wrestled with the angel i eceive blessings that God
had promised. —Gen 42:22-32).

Spacordingtothe scriptures; all the stars weres-aligned and
the opportunity is presented in this lesson where Esau, who
in his own right was 2 hunter (a provider] was so famishad
that ke sald his birthrght to Jacob for a pot of lintel stee.
The Life Applicaion 5tudy Bible Commentary notes that
achng on Impulse can |l=ad to short<term and immediate
power and sabsfachon, but laterthere Is 3 let-down oncz we
realze the lenp-range consequences of our achians.

MNevember 11, 3018

Lesson Title: laeob Receives laaae’s Blessing

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 27:1-28:5
Print! Genesis 27:5-10, 1819, 21-29

Devetiomal Songs: #424; F272; and #2423

Key Verses: "[isaac] did netrecognize [lacob], because his

handswere hairy like his brother Esau's hands; so he blessed
him” (Genesis 27:23.

Based an this belnga continuason from the previous lessan
where Jacob wasin a positon to be blessed, but the revisw
er ponders on why deception was used by the mother and
Jacob to obtain the blessing fram lsaac.

Since the last lesson, #ine had passed, and the sons werns
approaching ar had approached manhood and with |saac's
health mpidly failing, Rebekah was e=minded of the angzl's
wiords prophesying that she was-carrying twe natfons and
that the younger would rule overthe alder, Rebekah probas
bly wondered how the angel's words could come to pass if
Jacob did not have the rightto receive Isaac's blessing not
knewing that Jaoabh had already obiained the hirth right
from Esau. Rebekah devised and executed a plan, after
owerhearing lsaac's instruchon to Esau to bring him game
and savory food so that Isaac could bless Esau {Jewish cus-
tom of blessing the first-barn son), with paracipation from
Jacob te get lsaacto think Jacob was Esau and to get lsaacto
bless lacob. With lacob placing animal hair.on his arms and
taking his father Esau's favoriie food and wine, |saac some-
what confused and nearly blind, inally resohed any doubt
that itwas Esau he was blessing before he died.

Noted in the AME commentary is that despite the achions
taken by Rebekah and lacob, the promise to Abraham was
stll in place. If not by deceplian, another avenue may have
developed where lacob could have rightfully recemwed the
blessing from lsaac Biblial research reminds us that ac-
carding to. scripture, the lineage from Jesusto David 1o Abra-
ham was through ene of lacob’s sons Judah), God had al-
ready appointed the lineage outcome to occur and thus it
Wasso.

Movember 18, 2018

Lessan Title: lJatob Ferms a Relationship with Ged
Lessan Scripture: Genesis 28:10-22

Print: Genesis 28:10-22

Devotional Songs: #4671; #258; and #243

Key Verses: “Know that | am with you and will keep you
wheneveryou go, and will bring yeu back te this land; for |
will not |eave you until | hawe done what | have promised
you" [Genesis 28:15)

i eapliraies Lo Lk J VI
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2018

o i o g D

Hereinwe see that after Isaac blessed Jaceb, |saacsent Jacab
to adistant land to find a wife (Gen 28:1-9) and yes, away
from Esau who was in 3 state of murderous rage over the
deception played out by lacob, Duringthe journey he decid-
ed torest for one night and he used a stone to rest his head
while he slept. He dreamed of a ladder reaching heaven
with angels ascending and descending. And the presence of
the Lord appeared to Jacob and indicated that the promise
made to Abraham he will fullill through blessing Jacob and
his nﬂipring. The Lord pramisedte give Jacabthe land that
he slept an as well as distant lands in all four directions, The
lesson goes.onto indicate that upon awakening, Jacob decid-
ed ta build a pillar using the stone that he slept on because
he knewr that the land he was an was holy ground, He alsa
made an agreement that aslong asthe Lord kept him safeon
his journey providingfood and dothingand allowing lacob io
return to his father's land in peace, thatthe Lord shall be his
God and the land on which lacob built the pillarwillbe Gad's
heusz and Jacob made acommiment to give backa tenth of
all of his blessings.

The AME commentary explarad the symbaolism noted in the
lessan. The ladder has been identified as being a spiritual
recanciliation betwesn God and earth; and the stane as be
ingthe cornerstone used inthe foundation ef the great tem-
ple of Zion. Wis alse noted that this lesson reminds one of
the faith walk between God and man. We say, we wall by
faith in askingfor God's blessings but are we truly committed
in gaingthe gdtra mile in ensunng God will ‘answer our pray-
ers (l.e. being good stewards over the things cumrently en-
trusted to our carej,

Mevember &5, 3018

Lessan Title: God Blesses laeob and Rachel
Lesson Seripture: Genesis 30

Print: Genesis 30:22-32 43

Devotional Songs: #77; 897 ; and #243

ey Verses: “God heeded [Rachel] and apened her
womb" (Genesis 30:22).

In this lessan, we find Jacab Inthe land of Haran, mamied to
Rachel, having kids whilst in veluntary semvitude of his father-
in laws (Laban), Infact, asthe biblical account of this story
goes, Jlacab had worked seven years to marry the daughter
gf Laban but the meming after the wedding feast, lacab

learned that he had married the first-born female (Leah) per
lewish custorn. Both Jacab and Laban agreed that after a
week Jacob could marry Rachel if Jacob agreed to work an-
other seven years. And during the fourtesn years, Laban had
prospered dueto God's blessing on Jamb,

After completng the fourteen years of service, Jaimb was
ready 1o leave and Laban was so overjoved from Jacab's
yvears there 'that he had to somehow repay Jacob for the
abundance that God had bestowed on Laban. Both agraed
that Laban did not owe Jacob anything but Laban {an oppar-
tunist aflempiingto get more years of service from Jacoly
insisted that he do samething for Jacob. Jacmb indicated
that far one last ime he would feed Laban‘s herd. Jacob
indicated to Laban that he would thin out Laban's herd for
himself. Jacob would take any blemished ar spotted sheep
and every black lamb and the spotted and freckled amongst
the poats.

Inferrad within this lessan is that Jacob was at peace with
himself.- Through patience, e had hanored his Lard and he
had honored his father-in-law and, was ready to return to
his.own country to make things right. The Life Application
Study Bible Commentary notes that it is hard trusing God
whenthings-are going against man’s plan that God seemsto
have inifiated, but yet shllit is harder to live with the conse-
quences of taking matters into one's awn hands.
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Domestic Violence Statistics

bt pey fde mesticvis Eices mtefio o e'de mestc-vio e e s tis tics/

Every 9 seconds n the WS a woman 5 assaulted or
beaten

Around the world, at least ane inevery thrae womean
has baen beatan, coerced inta sex or otherwise abused
during herlfetime. M ost often, the 2buser [sa member
of her own family.

Domestic violence is the leading muse af injury to
women—mare than car acodents, mugegings, and rapes
combined.

Studies supgest that up to 10 million children witness
same farm of domestc violence annually

Mearly Lin 5teenags girls who have beenin 3 relzion-
ship zaid @ bayfrignd threstened vialence or self-harm if
presented with a breakup.

Everyday in the U5, mare than three wamen are mur-
dered by their hushands or boyiriends.

Minety-twa percent af woamen surveyed listed reducing
domestc violence and sedual assault as their top cn-
£ELN.

Domeasmc wiolence vichims lose nearly B million day s of
paid wark per y2arin the US alone—the equivalent af
32,000 fulkome jobs.

Baszed on reports from 10 countries, betwesn 55 per-
cent and 95 percent of wamen who had besn physicalby
abused by their partners had never contacted nen-
gavernmental organizations, shelkers, or the police far
help.

The costs of infimate partner violence in the US zlane
swceed 558 billlon per yezr- 541 billlan are for direct
medical and health care services, while productivity
losses account far nearly 518 hillion

Menwho aschildren witnesszd their parents domeshc
violence were twice ai likely to abuse their own wives
than sonsof nomaolent paents

let us bregk the sifence!

o BOOK e, o
* JUB gt

Church School Book Club

MNeovember 2018 Discussion Datz:MNavember 17, 2018
1000 AN — 11130 AM.

The lnhertance, Alers, 2017,

December 2018 Discussion Date:December 15,2018
10:00 AN —11:30 AN,

better Late than Never, Lawson Raby, 2018,

Rew. Curtrs Black is no strangerio scandal Throughout the
decades, he has done much nthe public eye, both good and
evil. But what most peoplE do not realize is that Curlis has
been hiding a harrfic childhood that has aflected him in
muntless, unspzalkable WREYE.

His buried past resurfaces when his estranged sister be
eomes alarmingly ill and his youngest child, twelve-year-old
Curtina, becomes the kind of pmblem daughter whom ke
never imagined she could be: This is anly the beginning.

The harror of Cures's childhood secrets, as vell as Curtina's
wild and rebellious behavior, takes 3 crivcal toll on Curts:
and the emire Black famlily. All the public scandals they have
experienced over the years now seem like child's play com-
pared ta the turmaoil they are facing in private. Who could
have known that the deepest wounds wauld come from
within? - AmEzon

Domestic Violence Assistance
in Huntsville, Alabama

Them are cumemth four (2] cemers in Huntsville, ard
others in Madison, Alberteille amd sormuding ares, that offer
s istance for domestc violeno e Victirs amd surdivors,

Crisis Services of Morth slabama
Downtown PescuE W ESDn
Legal Services Akbama
LsFREiran

The Matienal Demeste Vielence Hotline is 1-800-799-7233
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The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

Dates to Remember

2019 Planning Meeting &
150" Celebration of the AME Chureh in Alabama
Mevember 1-3, 2018

The Annual Caregivers Weoarkshoap
Thursday, Novernber 15, 2018 from G:00pm-7:30pm.

Pastor's Aid Board Bake 5ale
Meowvember 18, 2018

Annual Conventien af the Sth Distriet WHAS

and Observance of Rasa Parks Day in Alabama!
Mowember 30-December 1, 2018

=1 JOHM AME

Thaot ff you confess with yvaur mouth, “JesusisLord, ¥ ond belisve in your hagrt
thot God roised him from the deod, you will be soved Romans 10:5

INDRIC
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Thanksgiving: Faith, Food, Family

The Reverend Meriam Garrett

When | think abaut Thanksgiving, | am reminded af the hymn, "' Aoreest Time":
O lord 've comes o receiva my bisssing
Paotiendy owaiting for the harvest = nigh
I got thot Hebraw 111
Faith to know my blessing shall comes;
ft'smine, ol ming, ft's honvest tims

Fromithefimethe seeds are planted uni] the harvest; there isgreat antidpation of what the final reward
will be. Onee you ferdlize the ground, plant the seeds and waterthem, you wait onithe seedlings to peak
threugh the ground. During the growing seasan, you rely on prayers and faith in God to protec your
crops from drought, floods, storms arplant disease. Whenthe growingseason is over, It's harvest ime!

VO b ot o g 2
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Thanksgiving: Faith, Food, Family

The Reverend Meriam Garreti

A rardean v pvige

Harvest ime is defined as the process of gathering a ripe crop from the fields. Harveshng is the
most labor- intensive acivity of the growing season. The completan of harvesting marks the end of
the growing seasen orthe oycle ef a crop, The impertance of this event makes it the focus of the
seasonal celebration.

In the past, harvest ime was 2lebrated as a feswval, a ime to thank God for & plenteaus harvest,
The Europeans and the Nattve Americanswould harvest: crops and sharethem. Thenthey would
prepare same af the harvested crops alengwith wenisan, fish, fowl and otherfoodsfar the feast.

Im the present #irme Thanksgiving means different things to different people. To some peaple
Thanksgiving is all about the food. The enjeyment af the mammni and cheesse, the greens, the
gresn bean @sserole, the yams, the dressipg the chitterlings, and the hot water carn bread. The
decision to roast, bake arfry theturkey can bz a prest cancern.

To same people it is all about'the foethall pame. A great seat in front of the TY
G = fand a plate of foodis all that is needed far the football fan. I does not matter
IVE THANKS wihich team is playing.

to the

I ( ') = ] ] ) To others Thanksgiving is all aboutthe beginning of one of the biggest shapping
AN h S .

fseasons of the year. You make & list of items you must have, You chedk the
amethe stores openandwhat yeu must have fram which stare.

FOR HE Is GOODJ

HIS LO‘FE To other people Thanksgwing is all about family, The coming together with

. = = i those you lave ta enjoy a day af prayer, thanksgiving, love, togetherness, food,
ol 1 T ] 1 ]
ENDURES FOREVER, and fun. Fellawship with parents; sans, daughters, grandmaothers, grandfathers,

| Chromicles 16:34 grandchildren, great grandchildren; aunts, undes, cousinsand best friends.

|II {45 we harvest our crops, we see the signs of God's goodness. He protected our

seed from dmught and storms.- He kept our seedlings frem plant disease and

wind damage. He allowed the plants to bloem and produce fruit. He enabled us to harvest a foll
crop,

O give thanke to the Lord for He isgoog and His marcy endurss fore ver
- Pegim 1361

Dear God, thank you for the pppartunty to come fogether with fomily and friends on this Thonksgiv-
ing Dy, Thonk you, Lord for eoch gensration represenied. Thank you far life and the freedom fo
anjoy it Thank you for o regsanable portion of health and strength  Thank you, Lord for the food
served on this speopf day, Bless the hongs thot prepored this food gnd those whohanvested or pur-
chased it. Thank you for roveling groce for all who troveled on this speciol day. Thank yau, Lard far
eoch planting ssoson and for eoch honvest Indesus’ nome ! proy. Amen
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The 100™ Observance of Armistice/Veterans Cay

wintten by Dr. arthar L, waller, Jr,
Major, USAF |Ret.)

A century ago, at the eleventh houran the eleventh day of the elew-
enmth month, fighttng between the allied forces—which induded the
United States alang with morethan a dezen other naions—and the
warring facwans alipned with Germanmy stopped, putbing an end to
the horrfic bloodshed of World War | An amisdice agreement de-

r/ )}/_ 2 70 ] ¥ tailingthe terms.of Germany'ssumenderwas signed that same day.
CLCL S

: In 1919, on the one-syear anniversary of the armisdce agresment,

DAY President Woodrow Wilsan signed a pradamaton commemaorating

Mowember 11 as Armistice Day. The celebrasions were to include

parades, public mestings and a two-minute suspension of business

at 11 a.m. The proclamation read: “Armistce Day willbe filled with solemn pride inthe hersism afthose who digd inthe coun-

try's service and with gramitude far the vigdory, both bemuse of the thing fram which it has freed usand be=use the oppor
tunity it has gven Americato show her sympathy with peaceand justice in the coundls af the nations "

Seven years later, congress passed a resolufion urging state governors to obserde Armistce Day with “thanksgvingand prayer
and exercises designed to pempetuate peace through poodwill and mutual understanding between natfons. In 1938, Amishce
Day became an official LL5. holiday dedicated to world peace.

Sadly, Warld ¥ar | was not the warte end allwars as it had been billed. Roughly two decades afler the armistice, the world
wias once again engaged in glabal warand anthe heels of that warthe United States was engaged inwaronthe Korean penin
sula, Lawmakers believed that veterans of these two wars—Wordd War |l and the Korean War—also dessrved their own day of
remembrance. To that end, in 1954, President Eisenhower signed & bill changingthe name from Armisice Day tothe more
inclusive Waterans Day, a haliday to thank all who had served the United States of America. Eisenhoerer's prodamaton read:
“Onthat day,” [meaning November 11] “let us salemnly remember the sacrifices of all those whao fought so valiantly, on the
s2a35, inthe air, and on foreign shares, to preserve our heritage of freedom, and |8t us reconsecrate ourselves to the task of
proamofng an enduring peace so theirefforts shall not have been invain”

Just a5 ¥¥orld War | did not and all wars, Presidents Wilsan and Eisenhower's wision of an enduringwarld peacz has alsa bean
elusive. Inaddan to Woerld Warll and the Korzan War, overthe cemurywhich witnessed the end to Waorld War |, US. troops
have been engaged inamed conflict in Yietnam, Grenada, Panama, Kuwait, Iragq, Bosnia/Kosove, Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya,
Syria, Yemen and other areasaround the glabe, some knewn and athers nat. Wheth-

er-the mission s combat, peace-keeping, humanitarian, or disaster recovery, U5,

servicemen and wemen have beenfrent and center.

Through it all, U5, {and, yes, even same nan-U5.) ciizens corfinue to answerthe
call te duty in America’s armed farces. Many are motvated by patristsm, some by
family tradifon, same by employment consideramons; sall others by a yearning to
“seethe word,” orthe desire to get away from home/neighborhood! negative influ-
ences, and so on. The reasons are but small matters. What is most telling isthat they
serve and they sacrifice. And far this, they deserve America's gramiude. Mot just
through the uterance of “thank you foryour service® artying yellaw ribbons around
trees or lining parade routes on Veterans Day wawing minigture American flags but
through premobng and suppording palicies and inittalves which impad the lives af
veterans andtheir families in pasiive and tangible wiays.
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Trunk or Treat Provided Fun and Fellowship at 5t. John
By =t

On¥YWednesday evening, October 31, the yauth ef 5t. John enjoyed an evening of fun asthey receed treats from the trunk of
cars decorated forthe evaning, There swas plenty of candy and food far all to enjoy as they fellowshipped. Games were also
played to add to:the fun.
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Michael James Clark Named
Youth of the Month for October

Michzel James Clark was
named the 5t. John October
Iuth of the month.

He is 3 10™ grader at Madisan
icadermny. He is a member of
the Madison Academy Basket-
ball Rec Team and Concert
Band (plays the drums) Mi-

with friends, spend ame with
“his dog, Cody, and play video
EaMmes,

Michael excels academically. His overall grade awverage is B
and his favorite subjec is Physical Scignce, His most recent
grades were A in Bible, Ain 30 Madeling & in Histery and B
in Physical Sdence,

Michael is achve in several ministries at- 5t lohn. He is a
member of the YPD, Usher Board, and Media ministry
fwhere e assists during Sunday Services).

His future aspirations are to-attend the University of Alabama
to: study Yidea Game Design. Michael isthe son of Miks
and Ywette Clark.

Congrmtulations Michael!

Movemberis CaregiversApprecaton Manth

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

Is Thanksgiving for Everyone?

“Grain must be ground to maks bread; so ofe does net go an
threshingit forewver, The wheels of athreshing cart may be
rolled over it, but one does not use horses to grind grain. All
this also comesfromthe Lord Almighty, whose plan iswon
derful, whose wisdem Is magnificent.” |saiah 28:25-23

As we reflect on Thanksgiving, the farmer uses spedal toolsto
plant and harmvest tender herbs sa he will net destroy them,
He takes into account haw fragile they ae. Inthe same way
God takes all our individual circumstances and weaknesses
into-account. He deals with each of us sensigvely, We should
follow his example when we deal with athers. Difterent peo-
ple require different treatment. As believerswe must be sen-
sitfve to the needs of those around us recogneingthe special
treatment they may nead.

Wpon celebrating Thanksgiving this year, we celebrate with
grattude. We thankthe Father that He treats us tenderly,
lowes and forgives us-as He sees our weaknesses. He lowves
those who may not think much of Him during this seasan, for
God s pood and His kindness extends ta all.

As we remember those who may not celebrate Thanksgiving,
we remember that nane of us deserves Goad's kindness and
His grace. By showing kindness and |owve we must tell athers,
“He'll fargive you, just as He forgives us.” At Thanksgiving we
share that He will grant them eternal life and they will ba
opwerwhelmed with lowve and gramtude forwhat Christ did for
usand will da fortheam.

Happy Thanksgwving!

Be sume io ket the church ofice
kpow when ywu mowe so ilat
.. your contact informaton in the
. membership database will be
“romect. Enail your mew addmess
io office @stphahunisyille com,

Rovember. T8 Page 5



St. John Members Participate in Voter Engagement Campaign
By Thalia Love

5t lohm members partnered with Faith in Action Alsbama (FIAA) Tn its Yoter Engsgement Campaign.
They assisted with Phonebanking (calling registerad woters). The visian of tha Voter Engagemient Cam-
paign was to:

# build-a 100% volingcongregaton within the beloved community thmugh-adion.
& huild the capacity to strengthen our wark outside election cycles, while not just securing the
power to vote, but to govern our communies in awaythat istransformational, redemptive and
centered on meedng the
needsof the people we love .

In addition ta Phonebanking,
FIAA mobilzed marginalized
cmmmunites by canvassing,
previding woter educsbon,
and ssisEng with vater regis
trafion. The goal lsto narmow
Eaps in woter parfcipshion
within marginalized commu-
nities and low-propensity vet-
grs across the spectrum of
race-and inome.

Faith in Action Alabama oflers
training for teams of waolur-
teers inside each congrege
Waon orother organizing group
= teams buitt Cross-
generationally and focused
100f% on cofmmunity engage
ment--that. will drive turnout
for their community benefit
programs, lbridee reladon-
ships within their community
and ofier mentorship programs and jobsto directly impacted people and youth fremowithin the congre-
gation and community. These teams will confinue to exist within congregations beyond the mid-tarm
elecions, allowing them to integrate their dvic engapement and community benefit programs moving
forward.

Where are our
College Students?

5t. lohn's collepe students are encourdged to share their

college informawon with the AMEN readers. The AMEN

would like to publish a list of members who are in mllzge i ; W
and wherethey are matriculating. Please submit-this infor- Ehment ERETT S

mation to nedra.mcodanizl @ gmail. com. n_mm:_
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Retirement Planning Mistakes You Probably Do Not Realize You Are Making
By Bmother Bobby 2d kins 1

What arethe keys to 3 successful investment strategy? What expertise do | need? How much money should | save? Thess
are some ofthe queshions investors have asked for decades as they have started out onthe path to redrement. We ask our-
selves, "Can | do this*? Well, research indicates that financial planners and professional imvestars do not weightoo heavily on
the nofion that saving far retirement isa science, Yes, there are a variety of factars, such as investment strategy, age, and an-
alytic research invaked Howewver,the most basicelaments of 8 successful savings strategy are cansistency, planning and pa-
tience. To ensure you cover the essential elerments of reWrement savings, da

not make these mistakes.

1. Relying tee haavily an Socal Sseurity: Millions of szniors olled Sacal EE-I_'._.
curity in reirement, and those monthly payments play a pivotal rofein hglplng,_ >
beneficiaries keep up with their expenses. But if you are planning to live an ;..:'";*
SooalSecurity alone ence your career comes to a close, you-are makinga huge . '-'ﬂi
mistake. Contrary to what you may have been led ta believe, Sacial Security is

not designed to replace your former paycheck. If you were an average sarner, #?

those benefits will translate into roughly 0% of your previous income. If you '

wiere a higher earner, they will replace an even smaller percentage. Since most seniors need mare like 80% of their former
garningsto live comfartably, you will need totake steps to s=cure income outside of what vou get frem Sodal Security, Far the
most part, this means funding a retirement plan like an IRA or 401K during working years, but it could also mean planning to
work part-fime in retirement, rening out your home as a senior, or ahost of other possibilines.

2_Assuming your living costs will droap drastically: Many people assume that once they retre, their Iving expenseswill mag-
cally shrink. But chances are; your monthly bills wor't change allthat much once yau're no longer warking. Think about the

things you spend money on today, like housing, food, unlimes, and dothing. These are all tems you'll continue to need when
you're slder, and whether or net yau're workingat the s me won't really matier. You may even cometo find that some of your
expenses go Up inretirement, like healthcare and |eisure.

3. Not taking advantage of cateh-up eontributions: Many workers fall behind on refirement savings during the eardier stages
af their careers, when student loan payments housing costs, -and other expenses eat up maost af their incame. Thankfully,
thosewho are 50 and older geta pime opporiunity to make up for lost years of savings in the farm of catch-up contribulons,
Ifyouare saving in an |[RA and are at least 50 years old, you can currantly put in‘an addiional 51,000 each yvear for an annual
total of 56,500 (workers under 50 can contribute just 55,5000, If you aresaving in'a 201K, you an make 356 000 catch-up
contribution for an annual total of 524 500 (compared with $18,500 for younger warkers),

4. Fargetting about tanes: Beteeen your Sacial Security benefits and your nest egg, you might find yourself anthe receiing
end of a prefty healthy incame stream in refirement, espeaally if you have saved well But do not assume all.of that money
will beyours to keep. Chances are; the IRS will also be enttled to its share, especially Fyour refirement incame is substanmal.
There are several ways you might get taxed in refirement. First, unless you have a Roth IRA, your nest egg withdrawals will b e
taxed as ordinary income — meaning your highest passible rate. The same halds true for many types af pensions. Further-
mare, if your incame exceeds a3 certain threshold, you could pet tawed an up to B5% of your Social Security benefits. Finally,
just as interest-and imestment income are taxable during your working years, so too-are they subjed to taxes during refire-
ment:

The takeswray? Be sure to fador taxes into the mix when calculating your anticipated reirement income. f you are planning
towithdraw 530,000 ayearfrom your 401§k} and you expect your ordinary income tax rateto be 25%; know that you'll end up

with only 522,500, and plan your expenses accardingly
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Healthy Living for Seniors: 10 Best Tips
By Babby Adkins

(Health tipstaken from htips:/ Serens thehelp erbees. cam/ healt hy-l ving-for-seniors

A5 peaple age, there are a number of [fe and |festyle eventsthat hinder their ahility to maintain a healthy body. Eating right,
regular exercise, spiritual growth, and mental samulaton are compromised. Dutside pressures, such as caring for elders and
those with disabilit'es stunt the-ability to properly take care of self. When thiswrterturned 50, it seemed asif a personal exer-
cse wall was hit, and have been banging my head against that wall ever since.

Eric Caorurm; in his ariicle “Healthy LivingforSeniors: 10 Best Tips” anthe helperbees.com; listed these tentips for seniorswho
wiant to eat healthy.

1

Stay Hydrated. Drinking water is a great way to make sure your body is meEming
allthe m@re it deserves! As simple as this ip might seem, it Isone of the most cru-
cial. Every cell, argan, and ©ssue in yaur bady (s counting an water ta help them .
work properhy. In addiwon to drinking water, herbal tea and vegetable arfruit juic- :

Iwing for seniars!

Read the Mutricion Faces Labels, Sometmes, food packaging can be deceiving.

MMake sure you take the siraime 1o ook & the nutnfian facs label atthe gro- |

cery sigre when purchasing food, Pay attenfion to the serving sEe and how many

servings you are acually esting. Also, if someoneis sentto the grocery store on behalf of the senior, make sure they
know of any distary restricions/ recommendations that are specificto that person.

Eeep It Calorful, Have you ever beentaold that it is best to have mare coloren your plate? Think green, arangs, red, and
purplewhen it comes to veggies andfruit.

Chooss Feods that are High in Fiber, To help cantral and regulate the spead of digestion, choose the foods that are per-
fect companians in this area, such as: split peas, lenmls, lima beans, bladk beans, amchokes, broccoll, peas, Aspberries,
brussels sprouts, avacados, blackberries, branflakes, pears, pearled barley, whole-wheat pasta; and oatmeal. (You can
also add flaxseed meal to smoothiss, yopurtand baked goodsto help with digestan)

Remember to Ineorparate Vimmin B For aging adults; it 5 highly
recammended to indude Vitamin D In their diets, asit is important
far muscle and bone funcion and preservaion. & has been said that
Witamin [ can acually assist in fall and ost=oparotc fracdure preven-
fion, leading to less visitsto the emergency room. Yitamin D can be
cbtained through supplements, food, and z little old-fashioned expo-
sure to sunlight. Incamaraeng calcium-rch foods {including dairy,
nuts, leafy greens -and fish) into your diet helpsto build and protect
yourbones.

Limit Sodium Irmtzake, Hypertension (high blood pressure) can be low-
ered or avoided by mnsuming food that is lewer in sedium, such as frezh or frozen fruis, dry beans, unsalted nuts,
grains, brown rice, and nats. Be careful when eating out, as some restaurant-prepared meaals can be loaded in sodium
without you realzing the amaount,

Do noet Rush. There are many studies that show eatng slowly can be benefidalto the body. Think: smaller bites + slowe
ereating+ more chewing = befer digeswon' Eatng anutrifious meal should be a marathon, not-a sprint.

Consider Prabiotcs, Gut health is important &t any age: Some banefts of faking probiotcs include increased levels of
bifid bacteria, reduction of constipahon, and enhanced immunity, Probiafics are available in foeds, such as milk, juices,
soy beverages and yogurt.

Eat witha friend. Far seniors, it can be benefioalto combet malnutrivon by eating with a friend or family member. In
social sethings, aging adulistend to eat more and make befder food choices Plus, laughier and conversaion can maks a
mieal much more enjoyable.

e

Sl vl v g )
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Church School Lesson COverview — December 2018

The lesson reviewswere written by Brather Willie Sandifer.

December 2, 2018

Lessan Title: Love and Ohey God

Lessan Seripture: Mark 12:28-34

Print: Deuterananmy 6:1-9

Devotional Songs: #461[], #251[], and §243[]

Key Verse: “Lovethe LORD your Gad with all yaur heart and

with all your soul and with all yoaur strength.” [Deuteranamy
B:E).

Deuteronomy apens with Moses reviewing the histoary of
lsrael up to that pointto includethe disabedience of the first
genermation. He refreshed the peaple’s memary of the faith
fulness and the power shown by God while helping the peo-
ple win the territory ta the east of the Jardan River, This
powier also puided the second generafion inwinning the area
west of the Jordan River,

The sacond generalion was to stay away from the wrongful
doings of the first genemton. The fifth chapter of Deuteran-
omy =nds with a call to the people to obey the Lord and not
turn right-or lefi. It isthat call that continuesinthis lesson.

The commands from God, however, are not limited ta the
second-generabon lsraglites only; but are for following gen-
ergions as well. His commandments are to be passed from
one genermfion to the next ane by teachingthat is fathful
and consistent.

Decemberd, 2018

Lesson Title: Love and Serve God

Lesson Seripture: Pzalm 81 Bxodus 20:1-11, loshua 24

Print: Joshua 24134 13-15, 2124

Devotiomal Songs: $112, []; #108 [[; and #106[]

Key Verses: [f serving the LORD seems undesirmble to you,
then choose for yourselves this day whom you will sere,
whetherthe ppdsyourancestors served beyond the Euphra
tes, orthe podsof the Amontes, in whose land you are lwing.
But as for me and my housshald, we will serve the
LoEp" [ Genesis 27:23).

In this lessan Joshua gves his farewell addressto the nation
of lzrael. Jeshuais now an ald man with lats of experiences
that indude assisting Maoses, leading the fight for the pram-
ised land, and leadingthe people,

lashuz is memioned farthe first ame when he was arderad
to choose some men to fight against the Amalekites by Mo-
ses.-He was with Moses when the two of them descended

from Mount Sinai after Moses got the Ten Commandments
that had bean writien on tablets of stone by God. Joshua
was one ofthe two of theten spies to give a positive report
ghout the stateof the promised land.

With this ardent badiground Joshua was a shoe in to suc

ceed Meses in leading Israel into the promised land and
campleing what Moses had started.

Cecember 16, 2018

Lessen Title: Lowve and Warship God

Lesson Scapturer Pealm 103:1-17, 21, 22

Print: Psalm 103:1-17a, 21, 23

Devotional Songs: #111[]; 8118 [[;and #115 []

Key Verses: “Asfarasthe east is frony the west, so far has he
removed ourtransgressions from us® [Psalm 10313

Israel’s lwmnal, chockfull of emotions expressed to God, is
the descripion given the book of Psalms. The emotions cov-
er praise to frustrafion at how God handles the issues of 3
fallern warld. Thereare oft edpressions about how the lsrael-
ites are being treated by evildoers who seem to not suffer
fartheir aciions.

The Psalms contain contributons by manmy authors and caver
awast span of ime. Psalm 90is the old oldast psalm and was
written by Moses. Psalm 137 had a setbng around the @ap-
fivity of God's people InBabylon. A period of 900 years sepa-
ratesthese two.

December 13, 2018

Lesson Title: Love God for the Gift af Jesus

Lessan Serpture: Luke 1:26—31: 2:21—-35

Print: Luke 1:26—31; 2:21-35

Devotional Songs: #120 [[; #109[]; and #116]]

Key Verses: "My eyes have seen your salwa®on, which you
have prepared inthe sight of all nations” iLuke 2:30, 37).

In this lesson we see a5 backdrops the things that Jesus’ par-
ents did that were accordingto Jewish custam of that day.
Jesus was circumcsed when he was eight days old. Friends
and relatves would have stiended and it would have been a
celebraiion fime forthe small family.

The circumdsion and naming took place while loseph and
Mary were sull in Bethlehem, which is about a three-hour

il eapliraies Lo e 1D
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Church School Lesson Overview

A b s e JI

trip by foot fraom the temple in Jlerusalem, Luke menfions
that they stayed in Bethlehem untl about 40 days afier le
sus’ birth, when Mary was ready to undergo puriicaion at
the temple.

December 30, 2018

Lesson Title: Love Gad and Serve Others

Lessean Seripture: Matihew 25:31-45

Print: M atthew 25:31-46

Devotional Sengs; £122 [|: #108[L; and #112 []

Key Verses: “The King will reply, Truly | tell you, whatewver
vou did for ane of the |east of these brothers and sisters of
ming, you did for me™ (Matthew 25:40).

desus’ triumphant entry in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday began
the last week of his ministry. The events of that week, known
as Passion Week or Haoly Week, are contained within all four
Gospels. The largest percentage is in John (@4, followsd by
Mark (37}, Matthew (38 and Luke {28 in descending order.

Matthew 25 @an be divided into thres sections: The firstis a
story about wedding attendants and their preparations for a
delayed bridegroom, the parable aof the 10 virgins, The sec
ond section is abaut how servants have used resources en-
trusted to them durng their master’s absence, the parable
of the bags of gnld. The gist af beth pambles isto be pre
pared as the day and hour of the bridegroam’s or master's
return in unknown, This |esson comes from the third part of
Matthew 25, which starts with a picdure of the Messiah's
return.

Healthy Living for Seniors: 10 Best Tips

By Babby Adkins

AL vasald! |l e e M)

10. D mot Ferget Omega 3's Eating foods that are high
in O mega-3's, such as fish and nuts, does wanders
farthe body. Mot only isit known to decreass chanc
es for heart disease and stroke, but it can impmove
general braln funchon, Including mamary and Park-
insan’s disease.

By focusing onthesefips, & healhier youis possible at any
age!

Community Matters
The “Invest in a Girl Celebration”
Featured Lynn Troy

By The Reyv. Joretha wright

several members fromst. Jobn attemled the “Invest in & Girlcele-
brtion” that vas hosted by the Girk e . of Hantsville.

“¥ou hawe the powerio make the decision that will change
your life forever, This quote was a constant reminder from
my mother in ministry, These words opened my eyes and
gave me a clearer understanding of what it meant to be fe
male, girl and waman. It meant that female was the vesssl,
girl was the heart, and woman is the soul misture of ele-
ments that mys#Ty even the Creater's miraculous human
design. Girls Inc, embodies the creagve strength af all girls
andthe descriptors - bold, strong and smart - are proof posi-
mwveto the fabric oftoday's girls and tamorrmow’'s leaders.

The "lmvest in & Girl Celebraton* was hosted by Girls Inc. at
the Huntsville Betanical Garden Grand Hall. Girls Inc. gave
recognifion to community leaders and program alumni for
their support, service and leadership in their communiies.
The purpose of the celebration waste raise fundste support
the growth inifatv e of Girls Inc of Humtswills, which will al-
lows the organizalion to increase opportunities for parcipa-
wan-and expansion.

The prmgram featured both alumni and current parficipants
of this non-profit arganzaton. Each parwcipant: giffed the
plattormn with their story of success as a result of Girls Inc
programming. The elabarate décor and wonderful food gave
the event an edceptional flare and siyle. The program indud

A bl c patere 10 )
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MUSIC & CHRISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY

The Executive Board Meating of the Music and Christian Arts
Minigtiy (MCAN) of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
will be held In Huntsville; Alzlbama. Allare Invited ta 2ttend
the follawing sezsions.

Dpaning Warship S=rvice

Thursday, Movamber 29, 3018 at 7:00 p.m.
Bishop Harry L. Seawright, preacher

51 John Praise Dance Ministry

The Aeolians, Dakwood Unbeersity

G uest Presanters
Friday, Moveamber 30, 2018 2t 500 2.m.

Dr. Lisa Alien Mclaurin, ITC—Atlants, Georgia

Saturday, December 1, 3018 at 5:00 a2.m.
Dr. Ethel Wellington Terywick—Orlando, Flarida

Community Matters

By The Rev Jorths Whght

L vl iy vt e A4

ed greetings from the Edecutive Director, Stephanie W,
Malone, and an award presentabion by Candace Jlones, a
Jemison High School seniar, Curmrent youth frem Girls Inc,
posed guestions to the panel members: 5t lohn AME
Church is proud that several of its girls are acive members
of Girls Inc. Jessica Harbin is notonly ang ofthis year's post-
erchildren farthe Girls Ine. ef Hunt syille, but she also posed
a panel guestion. Her queston was "When did you find yaur
voice and who inspired you?"

The inspira®onal presentation from the keynote speaker,
Mz Lynn Tray the co-founder and CEQ of Trow 7, Inc., a
weapons intellipence and assessment company, was au-
thentic and refreshing. Atkhaugh she is an accomplished
business woaman, she shared her story 8f teen pregnancy,
abuse and finding hervoice.

Each year Girls Inc inspires ower 700 girls nationally and the
growth mamentumiis 3 reminder that Girls Inc s an effec-
tve resource farthe epnpowermeant of girls everywhere,

s BOOK e, o

Church School Book Club

December 2018 Discussion Date: December 15, 2018
10:00 AL —12:30 AUM.

Better Late thon Never, Lawson Roby, 2014,

lamary 2019 Discussion Date: January 19, 2019
1000 AL —11: 30 AL,

The Dofhowuse: A Noval, Davis, 2017,

YWhen she arrives at the famead Barblzon Hatel In 1352, sec-
retarizl school gnrallment in hand, Darby Mclaughlin is eve
rything her modeling sgenoy hall matee are not. plain, salf-
monscious  homesick, and utterly eonvinced she doss not
belong—s nofion the models do mathing 1o disgbuse Vet
whzn Darsy befrientds Esme, & Barbhizan maid, she s (ntre-
duced ta an entirgly neiw side of New York City-seady d own-
town {2z clubs where the music 3 asaddichive as the hemin
that ls used there, the startling sounds af bebap, and =wan
the possibliy of romance.

Quer half & century lster the Barbizan Has gane cando and
most of its long ago guksts are forgorien. But rumors of Dar-
by s imva ik Ement in a deadly shirmish with & hotel maid back
in 1952 haunt the halls af the bullding as surely as the melk
sncholy music that Aoats from the elderly weman's ranft-
contralled apanment: It is a combina@on 1oo intoxicshng for
Jeurnalist Rose Lewin, Darly's Upstairs. nelghbar, 1o resis—
not to meEntion Lhe perfect distrachon from her own implod-
ing persanal life. Vet oy Rose's aboession deepent; the athic
af her imvesmgation become increasingly murky, and nalther
weamian will rémain unchanesd when the shacking truth is
finglly revealed: —Amazan

VISION
D 20

BIGHITE CRCAWTH
BMNSPIRE CHAMGE
BIMPACT SERVICE
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5t John AME Churzh 3
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

Dates to Remember

Annual Convention of the Sth Districe WS
and Observance of Rasa Parls Day in Alabamal
Mowvember 30-December 1, 2018

MCANM Executive Boand Meeting
Huntswille, Alabama
Movember 253-December 1, 2018

! That iff you confess with yvaur mauth, *fesusisLord, ¥ ond belizve in yaur heart
thot God roised him from the deod, you will be soved Romaons 10:9

S1. JOHN AME

INDRIC
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5t John African Methodist Episcopal Church Huntsville, Alabama
Volume 23 Issue 12 December 2018

Pastor's Christmas Message

Farmily,

Once again the Lord has blessed usto seathis most blessed wime of year. In the midst of 1he fes-
five lights, the trimmed trees and all afthe heliday cheer this szason brings, we are aver mindful
af thz truse meaning of Christmas. The birth of eur Lord 15 the reason we celebrate. God's grast-
est gl grven to mankind @me mesk and |lowly, This gift of love, joy, peace and hope was sent
that we might recemwe fife.

A e loagk back pver 2018 sach of us has much farwhich te bethankful. Threugh maomenis of
bath |oy and sadness, God has been with us every step of the way, Asa congregaiion we have
sxperienced the oy of growth as new members have joined the family. We have alsa endured
loss @5 several members passed from lebor ta meward, During this fime espeasally, we lift up
those who ars dealing with loss. Durcomfart remains (0 Jesus, who ghves us the strength fo
rmake it each day.

Loaking forward to 2019, we arz sdcited about what God kas I stare for 5t Jahn Church, There
are many ministiy opportunites that are before us, and there are manmy peopig in need, Dowm
through the years, the hallmark af pur congregation has besn service, Let gach of us recommit
ourselves to sharing, @ringand spreading the love of Thrist in our words and deeds,

Family, | am more than gratsfulfor the love and care yau have shown my-famik, Yeurthoughts,
calls, encouragng werds, expressions of love and prayers have sirengihened me mare than you
will ever lnew. Itisa pledsure to serve each afyau.

Mayyou have a truly M erry Christrmas and a Blessed MNew Y gar!

Feace & Blessings,
Pastar Wright




Advent iz thes season of prepafng for the
coming of the Messiah that focuses on the
themes of hope, peace, joy and love, 5t.John
members haee writtien devotonals on each of
these themes Please prayzrfully meditate an
these asyou prepareto celebraie the caming
af the Messiah, The writers are Or. Thalia
Love (Hopel, Brother Justin York (Peacel, Sis-
ter Karmen Lettimore Uoyl, and Sistar Lillie
Rivers | Love).

HOPE

That first sdvent, the shepherds and lowly
peasants waited expectanthy, as did the king
an the throne There was a hope 2nd an ex-
pectabon. Modern culture sometimes sess
this hope as an unrealistc oplimism; howeae

gr, this HOFPE i15s & hopa v the promises of
God

Our HGPE |= believing in and waing Tar while fully trusting and sxpecang fulfilment of God's promises. This hape Is In the
promise of help from on kigh. This hape is the promise of powerfrom on ligh. This hope i in the premise of Ife sternal. Our
hope in lesus is not just @ hope in the baby in the manger; it 15 hope in the plan for edemption set forthte anchor usto aur
faith in the promises of the Father

Sometimes the very act of wamng s dificuk for us. We are disappointed because our iming Is not abserved, We are anxlous
because we e the obstades aston great, We feel weak duringthe batiles. That is the beauty of the Christmas story, B=hind
all of the glitter and tnsel; shopping, present giving, and hustle and bustle, 3 baby was born ta bring hope for help, power and
victory to awarld that had lost s way.

lsaiah encourages his people withthe good news that the Lord God will heal the brokenhearted and prodaim freedom tothe
caphives. The glory af the Lord will be revesled and “he will be called Wonderful Caunselor, Mighty God, Biedastng Father
and Prince of Peace_.” (Isaiah 61:1-3 and 5:2-7) This good news isthe foundawon of aur faith. We embrace the birth from a
wirgin, & life withauw sin, 3 death that atones, and 3 resurreciion that redeams. Thus, aur hape s in allthat His [ife promises

While we love the preparaion for and celebraton of the birth of ourSavior, 1et us never forget that he is comingagain, and He
hastold usto be prepared. Qur HOPE in this advent season = not justin the presem or the immedisis future Our hop=isin
the Advent —coming—amival —of the Messiah, Ourhopeisinthe promisz that He will come again. ¥We must never lose sight
efthis premise. Let aur lves reflect acenfident expectation af thispromise aswewallin the hope ef this premise..

PEACE

“Glory to Ged in the highest heaven, and on earth peace tothose on whom hisfavor rests. ™
Luke 2:8-14 MN

The shepherds witnessed the angels praising God prior ta the birth of lesus. They were afraid while intheir presence. After re-
cewing the news of lesus’ pending birth, they wanted to witngss this momentous accasion and tell the stary. The message
from the angels: “God grants peace tothose He favors.” What does this meanto you? We do not haveto be afraid when the
unexpected happens in ourlwes. We do not have to wonderwhy, We do not hawve to wait in amicipation for the outiome as if
Godwill not protec, provide, or prepare.We have.seen Him do it way top oftento doubt. When we focus onthe issues of our
wodd and allow them to consume our peace, we leave no mom Tar the joy God's love brings to. our lives, ¥We dao not have ta

A eararaere e e 1)
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L il o g 2
fear, wonder, or anficipate. We know we havea the vidory through Jesus. Rest in that peace. Trust God's promises; they never
fail, During thisadwvent seasan—this season of expectancy—exped the peace of God to comfort, stirengthen, and keep you.

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and yaur minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4.7 NN

0¥

“That night there ware shephards stayinginthe fields nearby, guarding theirflocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel af the Lord

appeared among them, and the radiance ofthe Lord's glary surrounded them, They were terrifisd, but the angel reassured

them. ‘Den't be afraid® he said. 'Ibringyeu good newsthat will bring great joy to all people. The Saviour—yes; the Messiah
the Lard —has been borntaday in Bathishem, the ciy of Dawid?™ (Luks 1:8-11)

The third @ndle of Advent represents Joy' During this ime of the. yearwe are supposed to be happy, cheerful, and celebrate
the coming of the Messiah. As Chriswans it is peredived that we all have great oy in spite of allthe thingz that life brings. Joy
can be abit blindte the réalwarld. Some are experiencng the fight of theirlives, others may be dealing with sadness and/ar
despair, But even as much as those things plague us, we cannot escape the laughter, the song, the dance and the joys of life. |t
is inthese very dark moments where joy is barn. Just like the birth af l2sds, i comes unegpeded and it is faund while halding
on tothe faith andtrust we have inthe Lord. 1tis said that “Joy is the affirrnaton of thethings that sre truer than any troukile
and any afflicion,” but joy 15 the affimmaton that Love prevails over all.

Duringthis holiday seasan am all your cares away and focus on the reason for the season, In Luke 1:8-11 &t 1ells of the night
that lesuswas born. People all around were afraid, they were unsurs of what was to comes but an angelfrom an high came to
reassure them to not be afraid, not to worry, do not despair! He was there 1o spread the goed newstothe people thatthe
Messiah, our Savior has besn barn!So rejaice, shout, dance and be filed with JOY for our Lord has come. Whateverwe face, [oy
lsthetruest thing and this is nat the end. May your joy everfiow this holiday season.

LOVE

Lewe |s mareihan a deep aflechon foreratiachment or devolion te someoneg, ar the expression of this, Leve cames fram God;
sotrue love brings you closerto God. 1John 4:7-8 [MLT) says, “dearfriend, let'us continue to love one another, for love comes
from God. Anyone whao loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does nat now God for God is
love”

True love makes great sacrifices. |t does extraordinary things. 11 goes out of s cornford zone ar sacrifices things Imporant 1o
just to show its lowve. "For God so lowed thewarld, that he gave his only begotien Son, that whosoever beligveth in him should
not persh, but have everlasing life.” Uohn 3216 (KJW)) True lowe is not based on words ar hypocrin @l desds, but it is based on
truthful acions. 1 John 318 (HCSE) says; “Little children, we must not love with words or speech, but with truth and action.”
Love loves even those who do not love it. True love does good things even to those who hate it. Jesus said, "But, | 8y unto you
which hear, Lave yourenemies, do good 1o them which hate you, Bless them that carse you, and pray for them which despite
fully use you” (Luke 8:27-28 (KIV))

Lows will stand the test of ome. “Lova 15 patient, love is kind, love does not anwy, 15 not boastful, 15 not conceited, does net ad
improperly, isnot selfish, is not provoked, and does not keep a record of wrang. Love finds no joy in unrightesdsness but ejoic-

esinthetruth. &t bears allthings, bialieves all things; hoapes all things, endures all things; Love never ends.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-
ga

The greatest command in the Law, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all vour soul, and with all your mind.
-Loveyourneighbor asyoursel,” Matthew 32:37-39 (HCSE),

During this Advent Seasan spraad the love of God everywhere. Do not forget the greatest was the gift of Love [Jesus Christ)
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Presiding Elder Bruce W. Hunter:

Leading the South Birmingham-Huntsville-Bessemer District
Bridpet 1 Floyd

On Saturday, November 17, 2018, 5t. John AME
met with its new presiding elder, the Reversnd
Bruece W. Hunter far the First Quarterly Confer-
ence of the Conference Year far the South Bir-
mingham — Huntsville-Bessemer EEHB) District.
Subsequently, Presiding Elder Hurmter shared
same insights regarding his plans fer the Distna
and tao -allow 5t, lahn and ethersta |earn more
gbout their presiding elder.

He began by sharing his wiew that one should

m m.E_ CH—LTR{'H prepare to preach a sermon as if it were the first

HENTRVILAE, ALbVsma sermon ever preached, regardless of how long

.'% mmtlm'lrr“dﬂ“ n the persan has beesn preaching, even f one isa

4

o St b seasoned preacher. He noted that another of his

S oz | (250) G34-3005 ienants is that one comes to leadership through

WWW.NTION Iife experiences. Presiding Elder Hunter shared
that one of his life experiences {and that of his
wif gl was the sudden loss of his {theid recently

Presiding Elder Bruce Humter [Cemter) presides over hi first deceased son. He noted that this experience, as
qua rterly ¢ onte rence at St o hn well as his role as a husband and father {of two

sons) have prepared  him fer preaching and
teaching. Presiding Elder Hurter emphasized the relaiionship of “Taith, hape, and visian®. Heindicatedthat f one limits ape
self, this takes away from faith (referencing Hebrews 11:1as the “foundaton®). He stated, “You mustsee beyond your limita-
wons and maimtain fath and continua to have hope and perseverance”,

Presiding Elder Hunter retumed to the loss of @ son, noWng that “the journey is ongoing”. He insightfully shared his view/
concern for hiswife, notngthat in his view “the lave of a mother for heroflspring is the closest thing we an ses as an exam-
pleof agape love. | can see her pain when nobody else can”. He described their mutual "expression fram the soulin losing
ourfirst barn child”. He refleded anthe lack of opportunity for closure [due toa motor wvehicle accident] and that “God didn't
ask rmy permission. | havetotrust in Hisdivine wisdam®; and the mutual process af beth parents "tryingto digest reality”,

The Elder shared that as a pastar he has worked with members, supporting them in times of distress and [oss —in the emer-
gency raom, aiding in decisions regarding life suppart/life and death. He indicated that even with tremendous empathy, ane
cannot Imaginethe pain of such stuaWons/ioss. He noted the pastor's role (s to “pray, sit, cry with them®, In regard to the
transifion from pastorto presiding elder, the Reverand Hunter noted that ke no longer has the “day to day responsibility of
taking care of & congregaton” norpreparnng cermons on a8 weeskly basis. He noted that he was sboutto preach histhird ser-
mon since September 2. He noted that at this point, as he prepared to preach and hald the quarterly conference at Grady
M adison (Madison, AL hewould hiave visited-all of the churches in his District.

When asked about unexpeded aspecs ofthe posiien, the Elder indicated that he has learned that there are imes when thers
iz not *100% ooperation” and so he finds that he “must assume responsibility _. represent the 9" District —all churches”. He
noted that he finds that he “must appredate what everyone brings to thetable ——work with them”. He seemed to describe
this as both achallenge and privilege.

O el e el oy g 1
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Presiding Elder Bruce W. Hunter:

Leading the South Birmingham-Huntsville-Bessemer District
Bridget k. Floyd

fE vl v v i )

Presiding Elder Hunter indicated that he grew up in Birmingham, AL and had the rare apportunity te pastar the church in
wihich he grew up, 5t. James AME, Avandale. He pastared there for over nine years. He noted that the change and challenges
which occurwhen one takes on a leadership role are similarwhether inthe church ar secular setting. Befare being appointed
as presiding elder, the Reverend Hunter was pastor of Payne Chapel AME Church, Birmingham,

Most persans can idenhfy persons whao have served as a mentor for them and Presiding Elder Hunter is amang those, He
sharad three mentars: The Rewverend J. C. Bonner, 5r, the late, former pastar of 5t. James AME Church, Avondale; the Rever
end P:H. Lewis, 51, pastor of Bethel AME in Mobile, Alabama; and the Reversand Or. Hamer L. M cCall, former pastor of 51, lohn
AME, Huntsville. Presiding Elder Hunter described Dr. MciCall a5 a “strong inspira@ion® and noted appredawan far all af his
mentors. He referenced the sage advice given by Dr. McCall asthe Reverend Hunter was preparing to attend hisfirst General
Conferance of the AME Church: *Make sure you know who yau are_ by knowingwhe you are it will ground you®. He indicated
that he foundthisto be helpful and true.

In sharing his goalsfplans forthe SBHE District, Presiding Elder shared not only his ideas, but had readily available, hard copy
templates af hisvision for programs /ministries / informavonal eflarts that hewould fike to see inthe District. Thess Include:

SMELE) IShining My Inner Light to Ed fi]

EON->0ME [Each Dae, Recch Ong]

Woms Day! MWammograms far Qur Mothers, Sisters, Doughters and YO

HEAL! fH=lp Enmourage Anather to Live]

Yoh Mo Initiative {The Lord Helping Us to Help Eoch Other)

Church Pamphilet — to highlight ministnes/providz information about mdividual churches

Church Calendor — 2019 — ro highiight / prafile individual churches

These range from owutreach to fellow man/parishioners, partnering with family and frignds to prompt them to get health
sreeningsto prevent breast and prostate cancers, and to share informatian/ highlight individual churches.

Presiding Elder Bruce W, Hunter spoke of his visian forthe District, his commitment to giving his all to this new role; and to
represent all in the Distrig in a fitting manner as he responds ta the Bishop of the 3th Episcopal District, The Right Reverend
Harry L Seawright. This soft-spoken, reflective minister/presiding elder, moved from the intemview to give a glimpse of charac-
ter as clergy and human being —to offer amawing, inspiraional, opmistic serman focused on thankfulness at all ¥mes, onthe
Sunday before Thanksgiving. This was without hint af the tremendous [oss upan which he had just reflected. It seems as
thaough he practices what he preaches,

MW ay we pray for Presiding Elder Bruce W. Humter, District Coordinator Mrs. M. Gail Humter, and their san Micholas, as they
take ontheir new rolesin the SEHB District. May God undergird them as they joumey through & challenging ime/process,
with faith, hope, perseverance, and thankfulnzss; and one day soon, memaoriesof Brian bringing them smiles.

MNow faith is the substonce gf things hoped for, the evidence of things not sean Hebrews 111
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Veterans Day Celebration
And
Special Salute to Veterans of 5t. John AME Church

By leanetie lones

Mowember 11, 2018, Americans amund the World paused to henor -all who served in the
United S5tates Armed Forces, especially the Waorld War | Weterans. 5t John recognized thoss
World War | Veterans whao were related to membears of 5t. John ina special program book-
let. Inaddion to the World War | Veterans, all members of 5t. John who have served in any
branch of the Armed Forces were listed in the booklet with their pictures; in their service
unifarms along with the dates of service to our country, As weviewedthe pictures with ad-
miraion and pride, 5t John AME Patriots reminded us of the great country we have and
the sarvice and sacrifices so many made to protect this country, both domesacally and
% abroad. The hearts of these men and women ware moved to place their lives in danger's
- 5! path so that we, wham they never would meet,
; i‘: might enjoy the blessings of liberty bestowed on l
L thelUnited States of Americ,
LTC. (Ret.) Amgelo W, hrson, USA . )
The special Yeterans DayService at 5t Johnwas
led by the posting of the Calars by the Calar
Guard of the Alabama AEM University Bulldag Battalion, under the leadership of
the Professar of Military Saence, It. Col. George Bolon. This was later followed by
a special Veterans Day Litany which was presented in recogniion and in appreds
won ofthe service and sacriices of the men and warmen who have served this na-
wonwith dishinchon.

The Weterans Day speaker, LTC [Ret.) Angelo ¥W. Iohnsan, USA, served as Directar
of Middle East Operatians, Reliant GlobalSolutons, Col Jlohnson was introduced
by his sister, Steward Barbara Johnson, who gave 2 loving and informative story of her life and interachions with her brether,
wiho has such a calerful and interesting life story. Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Johnsan is a native af Huntswile, Alabamaand a
graduate aof Alebama Agricultural and Mechanical U niversity with a B.5c in Cwil Enginesrnng Technolopy and & Masters in Mil+
tary Arts and Sciences from the United States Air Force, Air University, Montgamery, Alabama. Colonel lohnson served his
coumtry with diswnoian, having taught, coached and mentored owver 60,000 elite warriors on 4 confnents and 9 saversign na-
tions, Johnson shared his experience inthe service and highlight-
ed samewvery interesting historcal facs about Werdd Warl, onthe
100th anniversary af the “War to End All Wars",

Postimg of the colors.

Let the spirt of courage, and the lowe of country, which mowved
thess heroes and otherveterans like LTC. (Ret) Johnsan, confinue
tathrive in aur nalion that there will always bethose readyte an-
swarthe call and pay the price for liberty. We giwethanks for our

_" Yeterans.

Pictured on the next four (4) pages are members 6f 51 John who
have served aur country inthe armed forces. These pictures were
prinied inthe special ¥eterans Day bulletn,

Prog ram pa rtic ipa mts and committee membeis
with LTC. [Pet ) lohreon,
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James O Heyward, S
LS. Am
July 1953 - Avgust 1983
Codome|

Hariza Nornwood
LES, Amy
19952016

Lieptenant Colkone!

Jam es Russall Jolmson, 5
LS. Amry
December 1952 - June 1992
Liewrenant Colona!

L5 Nawy 19731977
Mayvy Resenve 1278-13284
Neo

Oaniin Washinoion
LIS Amy
1973 - 1283

Liswrenamnt Colone!

Felfcia Canter
LS, Amy
1986 - 2014
Liemwenant Colong!

Rober Bemard Hereford | Sr,
LE S Ay
Marck 1969 - Marck 1971
SPCH
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D, arthur Walker
LLE AlrFome
1057 - 1DEE

Nk Clark
L& Armryond Army Reseres
108530091

Bobby Akinz 1
Linitad Srotes Monne Corps
Algust 1984 - Sentember 3804
iGunnary Semgeant

Samma Wokon
Liri =g stotes Alr Force
October 1853 - Nowember 3003
Terhnico [ Sargeont

Homer H, McCraw, 5
LIS, Army
August 1843 - Moy 1845

St ff Sengeant

Austin L Frankiim

L5 Army
Alglist 2005 - Bresant

Robort Wizon

LLE Ammy Reserve
December 2012 - Presnt

Ciifron Rillar
LLS Army L& Ammy
hdgy 18, 1975 - Jupe 1, 1095 Morch 2005 - Present
hig)or Najor

Dalrgy C Petgrave Jn
L& Armmy
1988 — Present
First Sergeant (155 )

Ire M Borgon, .
LLS. Army

Oct 20, 19628 April 24, 1972
S=meant
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Nothan el Browmnlow
LS, My
Active DUty
Bty Officer Second Class

Sylkester Daniek
U5, Army
xiober1979 - Ortoberlos 2

Speciakst

Adigopen © Lewis
L5, Army
7977 — 1985

Sergeant Fist Closs (SFC)

o ——
Rey Chorles E- Glaver
L5 Maorine Comps
Moy 1874- 1876
EET
L5 AirFonce
Maorch 1082 - jonwary 2002
NSET

Hodges Washington
L& Army
22 yrs 6 months

Rickep MoGrow
LLE Army
AL ST 1075 - Aonua ry 2004
MAISSE

Conver £ Myhand, 5r
L5, Army
danugry 1858 - AMorch 10632

Wesisy L Donels
LLE. Aremry
O tpber 2016- Presont
Sergeant

Angelia ¢ Daoniels
U.5. Armyp
Many 1985 - Aoy 2002
Leytenant Commander

Ray Soon fers
LI Army
1578 - 1500
ESd5ET

.-ﬂ

Glando orfeal Soomars
L5 Army
1oFojoE3
[177

Johnothon Scot
LS Army
Decpmber 1085 . My JO15
CWas Chief Warnon t Officer
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LS Ammy
4/20/80. 2/27/1007
SETYES

Fard Guilate
LS. Navp & Noval Resres
ALQUST 1 BE7 - 2000
ES5/ Patty Officer Second Closs

Yuomne Borbour
Ay Notiang! Guend
19851988
SRd

Othg Owens
LS Anmy
1961-1963

E4

Brondy Powers Lockert
LLE Armmy
Jufy 1onF - Ay F001
Sl Semgeant
LS Aarnes
Januery 2068 - une 2011

Staff sengeant

Mo picnmed

Cleophos Haygood
L5 Armyp
1055~ 1968
SPd

Terseniz Sigle=Wight
LES. Cnest Siamnd
2032 - Prasefr
Ligutanant

MNotpicnmed

Aomes Avery Bumet
LLE Mow
IRET - 1085
P vwre
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Pastor Wright Leads MCAM Executive Board Meeting

The Executive Board of the Music and Chriswan Arts Ministry (M CAM) of the AME Church met in Huntsville, Alabama, November
29— December 1, 2018, This meetng was underthe leadership of Pastor Maurice Wright || wha presided aver his first mesting
since being elecied Coapnechienal Diredar of MCAM. Bishop David Daniels, Chair of the Commission af Christian Education far
the AME Church, the Reverend Garland Pierce, Btecutive Diredor of the Department of Christiian Educat’on, and the Reversnd
Kenneth Hill, Ph.D., former Executive Directar af the Department of Chriswian Education, were among persons from across the

ik um' i Connecwional Church wha were presant for this

meeting.

Avworship service was held at 5t. lohn to begin
this meelng of the execubve board. 5t John's
M CAM parbcipated in the service by leading
the moments of praise and ministering in
dance. The Aeolians of ODakwood University
wierg the spedal guest arbist for the service.
They sang a medley of spirtuals and hymns
including “Lift Ewery Waoice and Sing” "Steal
Away,” "Kesp Your Hand on the Plow.” and

The AeolEns sing during o pening worship, "Haly, Holy, Holy.™

The message farthe opaning worship service was delivered by the Reversnd Myran D. Hill,
Assistant Director.of MCAM and pastarof Cyprus Chapel AME Church, Abbeville, South Caro-
lina. The Reverend Hill chose the texi Geneses 12:1-9 and the serman was enitled "The Ac-
#ons of ‘Big’ People,” As he repeatedly reminded the congregation, he preached theword in
“his own style.” He noted that “big" people understand that God is big and cannot be con-
tained. In the text, Abraham had to leave home for God to do something big in his life. The
Reverend Hill stated that God wants MCAM o mowe from where they are to where God
wiants themto be. He futher indicated the big people follew God, accept the blessing trinity
ifrom God ta us, fram us to others and frem others back to us), carry sveryone aleng, war-
ship God wherever they are, and leave the familiar, as directed by God. |n closing he urged
MCAM to "accept the blessing and share it

On Friday and Saturday the MCAM Fall Execubive Board |
met an the beautiful campus of Alabama Agricultural &
Mechanical University, The Connecaonal Directar, the Rew-
erend Maurice ¥YWright, [l called the meetingto orderat 9:00AM. The Reverend Dr. Lisa Allen-
Melaurin, Helmar E. Niglsen Assaciate Prafessor of Church Musicand Wearship atthe Interna
tonal Theological Center (ITC) and the Pastor of West Mitchell Street, CME Church, Atlanta,
Georgia, presented an enlightening woarkshop on utlzingthe arts in worship. The presenta-
tion focused an key comiponents ofwaorship including music, dance, dramaand visual design.

The pevemped Hill

The Opening Plenary was followed by grestings from Alabama AEM Universiy which were
brought by Or. Jeansette Jones on behalf of Or. Andrew Hugine, Ir. Inthe M CAM Connechional
Director's Report, Pastor Wright shared his appreciation for the immediate past Connectional @
MCAM Diregorand all af thasewha have served. He gave areportthat cast a great visian for
thefuture of the Connediion ministry that incdudes increased membership, resaurce avallabil-
ity for small and growing churches, a new worship C0 and ecumenical partnerships. Aswell,
the Reverand Wright highlighted the ministry's accomplishments duringthe crrent admin-
istration toindude, payingthe debt tothe Conneciional Christtan Educaton Department in full,
reaching aut o all af the Bisheops across the Connedsonal Church to idemdTy Distric Directors,

or. Wellirgton-Tr wic K's
B rese mRton

FIL v et o e JFI
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Rosa Parks Hymn Commissioned by MCAM

Pastor Maurice Wright, the Connedional Director of Music and Chriswan Arts Ministry (M CAM) for the AME Church, com-
missioned this hymn'to celebrate the life of the beloved Deaconess Rosa Parks. The hymn debutied during the Fall Execubive
Board Meetng of MCAM and mindded with the sigte of Alabama's first celebraton of offical state haliday - Rosa Parks
Day, Decemberl, 2018 Pastar Wright commissioned the talents of Bishap E. Anne Henning Byfield and the renowned cam-
poser, Or, Uzee Brown, Jr. of Morehouse College to write this celebratory lymn,

Rosa Parks A Warrior for Good

Fior the famugurad OCalebruniom of dee Sose Morkr Hediala

Lyricy by ksl Anme Henning Byficld Ueee Frown, Jre, Movemiber, 2008

" AV by rree
—

é;',"l.it-. =-: . s i

A dijh
il =k

. ; } fm '__.'1‘

| smumnusivenm ] by iy oo Slambn Wigle, 0L sanesmmad | s of Mlass ol | Bl bis
S an vleilmwdul i aopad 0 Rapch far Be oo U giomrdinig b 5 i Pl il ckes
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Bishop Daniels Preaches for First Sunday of Advent
By Hedm MiDanizl
Photog @ phy by Brother Bob by 2d kivs 0

L— Bishop David Danizls, the 124" elected and consecrated bishop in the

AME Church, was the preacher for first Sunday in December services at

. 5t. lohn. He is the presiding prelate af the 15th Episcopal District, 15th

District encompassing Western South Africa, Namibla and Angola, and

« Chair of'the Commission on Christian EdumBaon, Bishop Daniels' was in
Huntsville forthe executive board meetwng af MCAM.

Bishop Daniels preached from Luke 1;26-38, with emphasis on verse 28,
His sermon was entitled "You Are Highly Favored” This message was
very fithing given that this was the first Sunday in Adwvent. In the semaon
he emphasized that Christians, like Mary, have been chosen by God.
Confinuing the camparison ta Mary, he stated that Christians should rot
ke afraid of their calling because of God's lowe farthem Uohn 3:16) and
: T . p . the power He gives to those who He has called. Bishop Daniels was the
R sor NRaree W Na s SRkop el Denek chief celebrant inthe communion service that fallowed.

S5t. lohn was alse blessed with the pressnce of Or. Ethel Wellingtan-Trawick. Dr. Trawick was Pastor Wright's middle school
music teach and he credits her for his being in the AME Church. She was also in Huntsville for the executive board meeting

where she was a presenter on Saturday, At the request of Bishop Daniels, Or, Wellington-Trawick sang a solo, "He Touched
Me,” priar ta his serman,

These special worship guests/parficipants contribute to the rich experiences of being a part of 2 world-wide mnneciional
church, the African M ethodist Episcapal Church,

FPastor Wright Leads MCAM Executive Board Meeting

S B oo )

and the mest recent accomplishment af commissianing the Rosa Parks hymn, Several vacant appointments were filled and
the new proposed |ogo was presented. Other business conducted induded the 3™ reading of the bylaws, reports fram the
Assodate Directors and a thorough review of the calendar of events farthe Connectional Church, with emphasis an espeda
mons of MCAM.

Saturday morning's session ncluded a presentaton by Or. Ethel Wellington-T rawick. Dr. Wellington-Trawick is currently a
member of 5t. Mark AME Church in Orlando Flarida where she serves asyouth choir director and directar af the Second Sab-
bath Spiritual Ensemble, She has served as director of music at seweral churches, directed the Tamma Symphony Gaspel Chair

and has been & soloist st Carnegie Hall: Pastar Wright credits Dr. Wellingtan-Trawick, his middle schoal music teacher, with his
beinginthe AME Church.

Saturday, December 1, 2018, was the inaugurel celebreton of the Rosa Parks Holiday in the state of Alabama. Te cammemao-
rate this day, the Aeverend Maurice Wright and M CAM debuted the hymn, “Rosa Parks A Warrdaor for Goad.” The text was
written by Bishop E.Ann Henning Byfield and the hymn tune by Dr. Uzee Brown, Ir. of Morehouse Collzge.

Congratulations to Bishop David Daniels, the Rewerend Garland Pearce, and Director Maunce YWrght on 8 successful board
meeting.

Decem ber D18 Pape 13



CPR November Workshop Held

By PFotncio Grier

The St. John Caregivers Prayer and Respite {CPRI Ministry hosted a warkshop on Thurs-
day, Novernber 15" fartheSt. John members and puests. The focus of the workshop was
Social Security refirement benefits.

A light repast preceded theworkshop presentaton. The workshoap was held in the Sanc-
tuary and opened with words af welcome-and an opening prayer by Mrs. Lerraine Par-
ham. Mext, Mrs. Rosa Walker introduced the presenter forthe evening, Mr. Rickey Gosa,
3 Financial Advisar far Edwards lanes.

Mr. Gosa's presentation was Secial 5eairity: Your Quesions Answered’, He stated that
the primary questions often asked are:

1. How doesSodal Seairity fit into my rewrement income plan?
Mr Coms i BLiEses 2. Whenshould | start receiving Social % ecurity benefits?
Social Security 3. Whatabouttades onSodal Searty?

He then gawe general and detalled responsesto each of the above quesaans,

Ag g general response far question #1, Mr. Gosa stated that SocialSecurity would likely be the foundaton for your refire-
mant incame;so planwisely on howto builld onthat foundation with other income sources. Asageneral response for gues-
tion #2, Mr. Gosa stated that deciding when to start recewing Sodal Security income isavery personal dedsion and should
bz based on several considermtions —yourfull etirement age, your earnings and other incame, and your health and life ex-
pectancy. As 3 gensral response to queston £3, Mr. Gosa stated that Social Security refiremeant banefite can be tadable at
any age and the benefit amount taxed is determined by the taxable amount of your other refrement incemes and 3 per-
centage of yourSecialSecurity benefits.

After respondingto the three key questions, Mr. Gosa then briefly discussed the following related Sodal Security benefit
items: spousal benefits, Cost of Living Adjustments [COLAs) to benefits, health insurance prior to Medicare eligibility, and
the impact of Pension Plans on Reirement income planning. The infarmation presenmed was wellreceved by the aitendees.

Abrief Q%A period followed the presentahon with Mr. Gosa supplying answers and sources of additional informanon farthe
afendees. Mrs. Hugine concluded the workshop with a thank youto Mr. Gosa and tothe afend=es. The CPR Commiteeis
very thankful forthe contnued support af thisministry by the 51, John members.

ey iy 24, 2018
' GO0 pwn—
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Kids Kingdom

dfzzyg Loves the Little Children
Kingdom Kids
Nottais Hentity * Refotionship® Sannce
By Lydio Qweans

This writer had the pleasure of afending5t. John's Kingdom Kids Children Church an the $th Sunday in November. Kingdam
Kids assembles every 3™ Sunday of the month and welcomes members af the church and their guests ages6—11 Theser
viee began with Sister Jana Goggans playing “Beery Time | Feal the Spirt” and grestings were axtended by Sister M ary Rankin
with the kids beipg asked to give their definiion of Kingdom Kids, Their answers ranged from “Church” to “Children's Church®
to “all kids and children af Gad™.

A mini devolan was given by Ann Marie Gaines and it was entitled “How well de you listen?” She smphaszed that “Goed
wants usto listen to His word sowe know what he wants us te do.”

M= Shelby YWashington then asked the children & few questons:
# How many people have you talkedto today?
®  How many people have you listenedto today?
» Do you know that vou cantalk to and listen to God?
#« [Dovouthinkprayingistalkingto ar listening to God?

The kids seemedto all agree that “it's hard becauseyou can’t hear his voice® andthat praying is both talking to and listening to
God.

Tha thought aof the doy Wwos "It & alright te hold o canversation but sometimas we all nead to learn to lstan, ¥

The scripture, Psalm 85:8, was read by Jordan Williams and the prayer was given by Cayden Wilson. Wisinng Kingdom Kids an
that Sunday were Steve Hassan and Halaih Wyatt, The Children
then recited AME Church Histary & The AME Church M otin,

Devofion was given by Dr. Thalla Love Brown and inclided in her
bible lessons were achwiies that required the kids to decde
whether lesus was listening or talking. The walls ware set up with
an ear on one wall and & mouth on the ather and the kids wera
instructed te listen te the lesson and mowve to the mouth if lesus
wastalking and move tothe earif Jesuswas listening. |n summary,
lesus praved by talkingand listeningto God. lesus had a onwersa-

e fion with God. That is why we pray - to have a corversaiion with
our heavenly Father. We can do as Jesus did, by talkingte God and
also by listeningto Him,

Jesus is on the Main Line - Ms. Barbara Johnson brought an old rotary phone for
the next achvity. We all know we da not need atelephonetotalkto God, howewar
farthis achivity the kids used the old rotary telephone to have a conversafion with
God. Whenwe use atelephone, we talk and we listen, When wetalk with God, we
talk and we listen,

After a prayer by Chloe Wilsan, the children had twe group achvities before divid-
inginta groups farthe last acvity of the day,

P ramimitd o g J &)
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Kids Kingdom

fzzyg [oves the Little Children
Kingdom Kids
Mottais dentity * Refationship * Sennice *
By Lydio Qwans

S v el v g 150
1. “Praying Hands" {5 ways to Pray (have 3 comversation with God))
2. "The Whispering Game"

HOW WELL DO YOU LISTEM? The sentence was: “God s wvery happy whean
wietalk and listento Him every day”

It begins when one person whispers the sentence in the next person's gar i:

and sa on-..The last person who hears the sentence says it out loud, The
person who heard the sentence first repeats what he or she heard 1o ses
how well the children listen,

Sister Johnsan worked withthe younger children on these activiies:
1. lesusHears Me
2. Dotte Dat__.Pray inSecret
3. Fray Daily Caloring Activity

Sister Rankinworked with the older children onthese acaviges:
1. Talkingto God

2. Word5Searcho. . The Lord's Prayer

If all achivities are not completed, the cdhildren cantake them hometo complete with their parents. Benedidion was given by

Sister Rankin andSister Johnson asked for volunteers forthe next Kingdom Kids Sunday Service. The chiidren are encouraged
to sign up and parbcipate inthe service. Snacks are served and the children are dismissed.

Kingdom Kids Ministry

Leader: Sister Mary Rankin
Assistant:Sister Barbara Johnsan
M usic: Sisterlana Gopgans
Helpar: Ms. Shelby Washington
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Missionaries Decorate Christmas Wreaths for Sick and Shut-In
By Medm ncDanel

e ST

f—
)

MEsionaries d 5 pey completed weaths, Pau ket demo reiraies
bz making.

After the Nevember busingss mesdng of the 5t. lohn WMS, members decoratzd Chrstmas Wreaths for the sick and shut-in
members afthe church. Sister Paulette Williams provided instructions in decoratng tedinigues and bow making. The WMS

mermbers fellowshipped whila working asteams on this project. They also 2njoyed a3 buflet of foods brought by the mem-
bers.

Missionaries Attended Annual State Meeting

By Hed= Mcbanil

... . Members af the Betty E. Derrick WS of 5t. lohn trav-
sled 1o Mantgomery, Alabamato ateendthe 34" Annual

. Comeenmon afthe Minth Episcopal District Wemen's Mis-

w  sionary Socigty on November 30-December 1, 2018, The
Reverend Sherita M. Seawright is the Episcopal Supervi-

sar-and Sister Susie Banner is the District President. The

:____ meeting was hosted by 5t. Jahn AME Church, Mant gam-

Sl gry, where the Reverend Roosevelt Williams is the pas-
torandthe Reverend Dr. Jacquelyn Denson is the Presid-

- ing Elder. The Right Reversnd Harry L. S2awright is the

= . E FresidingPrelate af the Mirnth Episcapal District.
Activities began with an aflernoon sessianfor the Young
5t ohnwps members pose atiero pening worship. Adult Missionaries YAMs . DOr. Manica Dillihunt repre-
santed 5t John Huntsville at this session. The evening
worship session was aftended by all in the WMS delegation frem St. John: Lorraine Parham, local WS President, Charlsie
Brooks, Nedra McDaniel, Paulette Bargon, Annie Hall, Claudinette Purifay-Fears and Menica Dillihunt. Parmcipants in the
wiorship were the Episcopal YPD President, the Alabama River Region YPD Choir and members WMS and ¥YPD, The preacher
was the Reverend Carolyn E: Brailsford, Episcopal Supervisor of the 20" Episcopal District: In additionto being a preacher of

A camnieranrd v e TR
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Cerryn Goode Named
Youth of the Month for November

- Derryn Chrisettz Goods iz
a chansmahc and intelli
gent young lady. Dermyn s
cumently a2 4th grader at
Frovidence Elementary
Schoal. She: has earned
and maintajned the Honor
Raoll for =ach school year

since 15t Grade.

She currently plays soccer
for the AYS0 498 leagus,
which her team waon 1st
place Inthe Alabama State
Championship this fall ses
san, She also plays basketball for Dublin Parke She loves to
dra, paint, darce and design clothes far her dalls.

DerrynGoode aml Pastor Wiig bt

Cerryn 5 3 member af the ¥.P.0. and the Children's Youth
Choir & church. When Derryn grows up she wants to be a
visual areist. She 15 the daughier of Donald and Shannan

Goode.

Congratulatons Derryn!

Pray

for our
College Students

Alicia Browrlow
University of South Alabama, Mobile, Alabama

5t. John's college students are encouraged to share their
college informaton with the AMEN readers. Parents and
students, please submit this infarmation io
nedra.modanieli@gmail. com,

Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaik e Bmn s

WE WISH ¥ OU A MERRY CHRIST MAS
B HAFPY MEYY YEAR

Almighty Creator God:
¥WWe are pilgrims atthe start of anew and unknown year,
Takingourfirst hestant steps on an untraveled read,
V= thankYou that You knew theread
and every abstacle alangthe way;
that Yeuwantto be aur Leader and Guide
and show usthe way to the eternal Father's house.
Help usto take Your hand infaith
and ta follow You uncanditonally.
WethankYou that You will be inthe future
just as Youswere inthe past;
that you will lead the way through all ourtomorrows
with the same love as yesterday and the day before.
ThankYouthat nothing and nobody can snatch us frem Your
Hand, even ifwe stray fram Y ou in stubbérn wilfulness.
Grant that we will steal our joy and peace in You.
Wewantto venture ante the road ahead
withthe courage and faith of mature Chrisgans,
Lard lesus, we want to follew in Y our footsteps;
footsteps of senvice, love-and sacrifice.
We praythis in the name above-all names:;

Jesus our Lord,
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Presenting the Good News at Allen Chapel AME Church
By Bobby Adkins

OnSunday, Movember 18, 20158, the 5t. Jahn AME Church family traveled to Albertville, Alabama, to share in fellmwship and
the receiving of the Word of Gadwith the Allen Chapel AME Church famiky, The outing was both inspirattanal in message and
enlightening astethe tralsfacing the madern church, and particularly the AME famiby.

In many rural areasin the southeast, and across the United States, church membership and atendance hasbeen in decline.
Allen Chapel has certainly reflected this unfortunate trend. Forthe past few years, the Allen Chapel membership has beenre-
duced to anly @ hand full of members, which places a tremendeus financial burden an those who sull atiend and seesk the
Waord of God within the AMEfamily. Understanding the power of prayer and fellowship, aswell-as illustrate what -a f ew faithful
servants of God can accomplish, 5t-John AME Pastor Maurice Wright |l encouraged members to visit with him to provide a bit
af inspiraffion to theAllen Chapel family. O h, what a wondearful and inspiringfime forthose in attendance!

WWhen worshippers arrved they were infomed that the church was expenencing severe financial hardships which resulted in
the electricity having recently beenturned off. Though the sunwas beginningto set, there was a constant ray of light, shining
frorm the west at the perfed angle to provide lightingtothe program. As expeded and understood, God can provide justwhat
isneeded, at justthe ripht ime.

Afier the Call to Worship, prayer, and & beautful selection by the 5t. Jahn choir, Pastar Wright asked the cengregstion for a
sacrifical offering to bless the Allen Chapel family with financal resources nesded to cover building expznses: With a blezsing
frarm God, the congreganion came through with nesded funding.
o Brother Justin Yark gave a powerfulsermon framthe book of Hebrews , chapter 10, entitled "Why
DaYou Goto Church?' BrotherYork eminded the congregation that “Some go forthe singing,
' Same go forthe dancing, Some goto hearthe Preacher preach, and.others, they go to see what

| someone else wore” ‘Some people go because they were raised inthe church and that's just what
they know to do,” He then added that many people who aftended church in the past have stopped
for @ number of reasens, with doubt being one of them. Brother York referenced thatthe Baok of
Hebrewswaswritientothose who were sdperiencdngdaubt,

) While being blessed with this wanderful Word from God, and withthe sun settling behind the trees
withinthe neighborheood, God showed up ance again, onwme. The lights, which had been ofi at
thestart ef the service, came on, with the congregaion shoutng “Hallelujah™ at the very moment
Godworked things-out. It w&s nat just elecrical power caming on, but 3 refechon and very pre

Brother Justin York blessed gent illustration of God'sHoly Ghost Power!
us with @ pow eril Word for

the book of Hebrews. s A . s i s
Remred Presiding Elder Oliwer Allen, though not on the program, provided quite the moment of in-

spiration as he refleced on an event that helped shapethe very fabric ofthe Allen Chapel Church. Hetald an incredible story
abeut the survival af the church, fecdusing en an incddent a3 number of years ago when Pastor Jerry Smith was serving Allen
Chapel. One morning, whilz watchingthe news, he saw that there was afireinthe Albertville-area. Paying doser afteron, he
recognized a house, lacated right next to the church, was burning. He jumped in his @r and rushed fram Huntsville to Ak
bartville. Presiding Elder Allen said that he had called the resident pastor and inffoarmed him af what was happening. Well,
wihen he arfved on site, he realezed that God had already worked things out. Hesaid, “the fire wasn't just next doar, but we
measured, and it was gight feet ! BUT GAD!

With a strong conviciion, the Reverend Allen marveled that “the windowss got so hot that they burst.” He pointed to the va
lence on the windows closest o where the fire burned and stated that those were the original items hanging from the win-
dows. He motonedthat the paint of-the walls had not been damaged or repainted. 1t was sillwhite, Lastly, and reminding us
that God is abways in cantrol, he sald the Fire Chief @me aver and told them “last night when this hause was burning, we
made a decision__burn the house dewn, save the church.” HALLELUIAH! Tha fire chief told them, "We took the watarthat we

! |'"'||'.'|"|'|'|'.II|.'|':'J'.'||'._|' bl
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St. John AME Prison Ministry is Moving Forward
By Bobby Adkins

Atter mh prRyer and pepaaton, the 5. ohn AME Churh PrEcn Ministry was reestablished onder the kaders hip of

Brother Bobby 2d lins ard Peverm Gloda Mad Bon. Inadvame of the November 2018 Eilkoff Meetings, SE. abigail
Hugire pry Eled the groop with a sold fourdation by ransging the scheduling of the
meeting, the selkction of minstry kademhip, and establEhirg a sold cademe for future
BVEALS,

Having comd wted s November 2th kit loff meeting, the 51. lohn PrEon RMingtry imited
Brother Adrizn Muler, from the 2Bbama MonVielent Ofenders [ANVO] mon-proft
oEancation, besed in Huntsville, to speak to the Wedresday night Bibk Study
attepdeas. With over twenty persors in atte rdamce, Bmother Mullerspobe in great de-
@il abowt the obpctives of the organization, the bass for it & founding, the daily op por-
tunities for volumteers to impact the ves of those icanemted , meently mlkased from
prson, as wellas the trRinivg opport unities reeded to epnablke sffective mingtry parbci-
pationam partren[g with 2HVO.

The Mission of thEma NHonviokent Offerde s OEanzation & 1o a5 ist those seeking
regaintheir plce insocety byconrecting themto msoures and serdices to reachtheir
full pote mial & prod wtve me mbe s withintbe ir fa milies and co mmuanity,

Brother Sdian Mulkr fom the Abbama Hes-¥olent

Offenders Dz ation, spoke to Wednesthy Nght gipce 2008 ANVOO bas asssted and informed hurdreds of individ ek withsupport in

Bilake Stucly Grou p areas such as the Peinstate ment of Votig Righs; Records Pad ored; Expurgement of
Pecords; Ermployrment Serdices, Housing, and Edwation Peferak; ABbame State Hen-

titication Camd s, and Clothirg Prog mms.

mp—T

Chretans believe that Jesus—Hinself browght to trial executed, buried, amd
browug bt 1o ife apain—ofiers hope, healing, amd 2 e w purpose for each fife. Even
the most broken people amd situatiors cam ke made whole ag@in. Thowgh an
aming awakenire o rew hope ard |fe purpose, those who once boke the Bw
am transforrred aml moved to sere their meighbors; am the ok of crife, E

eplaced by aowle of rerewal
Wwhat if you could partc ipate ina elebilfatve pogmmto assista former prEcner
apd serd him or her back to their family am community a Rew man or Woman - 3

prmon who knows howto reso e confliet peacetully ? What § you could be part of  PRESONER'Y GLITTN IO

a support systerm as these nonviolent offenders work to become a comtnb uting ' T POWER AND PUEEDOME

e mber of vour community again? Thowgh Preon Felowship, you can! We am TEEEE
waiting for you to join ! This s a preat time to get imvo bed in helping to t@ee- |
formthe lives of ex-offe rde s and theirfamilies. | | | l|'

Additiora[ mfo rreahonabout the Preon MinEtry will be uplbaded to the 5t dobn

AME € hore hwe bsite, with mading matenal lbcated inthe chur b foyer. Ple=mse

contact Brother Adkirs at B17-781-58 20 of bpd insEgmailcom f you am imerest- The ANWO Mon-Proft provides

ed insupporting this great ministry amd st in the d oing of God's Work . For training the Prsan Minkstry Wol

maoe Infometicnoen ANVO, VBt Fpc W wwan oo.org orcontact the oganga-  unteers and references "House

tionat (256) 28E-3175 or (56 715-7054. of Healing” as a guiding book for
thiose seeking to support the
ministry.
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Four Personal Finance Rules That Are Meant To Be Broken
By Bmother Bobby 2d kins 1

We all hawe our awn opinigns an what 8 “Rainy Day Fund” should loak like in our savings. Far some folks,
having afew weeks salary in a savings account is sufficdent. Forothers, having accessto extended credit to
cevertimesof Ainancalturmoilwoerks. Masth, it depends on yourinmme and ability to establish a pattem of
consistent savings, that slowrly maturesinte a8 comfortable savings account, 5o, what really conshiutes ade
guate sawings? Well, with anumber of written and umwriten rulesfor how to handle yaur persanal finances,
it is eagy to get overwhelmed and not know which rules to follow or which oneswill work best foryou. When
it Comestoyour managing maney, it isimpariant io remember that one see does not fit all, and that same
flexibility is encouraged. Here are some old-schoal prachces that we think deserve a secand look. Ready to
break same rules together? Addional guidance can be found at
https ;' www. theladders com/ career- advice/4-persanaHfinance
rulesthat-are-meant-to-be-brokean .

v

1. 5aving six manths' warth of expenses in an emerganey fund

Comantional wisdom says you should have an emergency stash of

cash that you can suryive on for up to sk monrths Most people

take this piece of advice and believe that is the most they should =

be saing up when in reality, this is more of a bassline fer you to!

start with. The amount you need depends entirely on yaur parsan-

al circumstances, and once you hit 2 geal that works for vou, do

not stop there! If vou are able te save enough money to survive on for six months, 52t anew goal for yourself
and keep going You never kpow when life will thew you a curveball, se it is impoertant te set yourself up
with a strong safety net:

2., Mat using credit aards

Credit cards mn be dauntng &t frst. Many people shy away from them, fearful of everspending and being
burdensd by debt. But here iz the thing: Credit cards are not inherantly good or bad for you. They are finan-
cial tools, and while they can get people intotrouble, they can also be used for good. Using them can help
vou build your credit score fas long a5 you make tWmely payments) and, in some cases, even help you rebuild
it with asecured line of credit.

3. Staying at the same job for most of your career

¥While this might be one of the oldest “rules,” thisis one that everyone should bewillingto break, ¥Yes, most
of aur parents and grandparents may have worked at the same company for 15+ years forthe pensians, but
with-a thrAving job market in certain ciies, this isnot 3 reality for moest. By hepping around the corperate lad
der or staring & side hustle, you can help your caresr advance faster by taking on roles at new companies
and trading up for @ better salary or title (or both), which can open doarsto new finandal milestangs.

4. Relying entirely on a financial advisar

Having a financial advisor may seem aut of reach for someone fresh out of college and is an expansive optian
when you are on & #ght budget. Sowhere toturn for advice on how to make your money work for you and
guidance anwhereto allocate all your resources? Luckily, there are plenty of apps and personal finance toals
that help you budget, manage your money, and provide Insights that are personalzed foryau. With apps like
Mint, you can uilee the new Mintsights feature, which oflers personalized ecommendations to help you
improve your financial situation, such as #'ps on creafing a first budget to debt consalidalion, to growing in-
vestments, i is just like a persanal advisar inyour pocket.
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2019

The lesson reviewswere written by Brather Willie Sandifer.

lanuzry &, 2019

Lessan Title: Held Fast to God's Lave

Lessen Scripture: I Thessalanians 3:13 —3-5: 2 lohn &:11
Print: 2 Thesszlenians 2:13 —3-5; 2 John 4:11

Devetional Sengs: #513; #2151, and #2343

Key Wersa! “This 5 lave, that we walk according ta his com-
mandments; this is the commandment just as you have
heard it from the beginning —you must walk in it.” {2 John &),

Qairns of false teaching have been around since the hegin-
ning afthe church. Most seem noet to apply taday like claim-
ingthat cicumesion is needed to be a member. On the oth-
er hand, same seern to apply today as well like the role of
wiarks in salvalon.

A consistent threat from false teachers revolved around the
nature of Christ.The early church taughtthat lesus was fully
human and fully divine. Dveremphasis or underemphasis of
either part by church leaders would lead to heresy quickly.

In this lessan Paul and John deal with false teachers who
threatened the church's existence and denied the teaching
of the apostles. Readers glean from them ways to identfy
false teachers and hawthey should be handled.

Many early Chriswans were lews and believed that all parts
of the lewish law applied to the early church as well. This
belief extended to those believerswith Gentle backgraunds,
This belief induded dreumcsionfor males and strict applica
mon to Jewish food laws for evary Chrisman. This belief s In
error because salvaion does not require the keeping of such
lanass .

January 13, 2019

Lessan Title: Submit to God in Love

Lessan Scripture: lames 4:1-10

Print: James 3:1-10

Devotioral Songs: #1321 #77; and #1143

Bey Verse: “Draw near to God, and he will draw nearto
wou® [lamesd:8).

In this |2sson, James gave guidance an managing conflict. He
prowided the source, the consequences, and strategies to
resolve it approprigtely, Some corflicts that James witnessed
were the feeding of the widows, the rulethat Genflle belisw-
ers be circumcised and Peter breaking bread with uncircum-
cised people.

James obsaryed that these tense struggles revealed prob-
lems that reside in & person, as therewas a desire for what
others had, or there was a belief that something had bean
denied ta them. The author of the lessan points out that
what made these conflicts worse is thiey did not hawve amy-
thingto do with God, however, they were motvated by per-
sanal gain.

lanuany 20, 2019

Lesson Title: Submit to Ged in Chnst

Lessen ScApture: Philippians 1:12-21

Print: Philippians 1:12-21

Devotional Songs:#312[]; #251 [; and #243[]

Key Verse: “| want youts know, belovedthat what has hap

pengd ‘ta me has acually helped to spread the pos-
pel (Philippians 1:13

Paul continued to teach-and preach even while imprisoned
and awaming atrial before Nere, The writing af this letterto
the Fhilippians was among the things that Faul did durng
that aime.

The commentary menfions that the eflechvensss of Paul's
ministry stirred athersto preach the Gospel, although for &
variety of reasons. Paul rejpiced, however, as they wers
spreading the message about lesus, specfically His death,
burial, and resurrection.

Earty Chriswans underaent periods of persecution. Some of
them were imprisaned like Paul was, some were boiled in
oil. same were crudfied, some were fed to lions and same
wiere beheaded. In spite af their plight, they shared the Gos-
pel

lanuary 27, 2019

Lesson Title: Devote All ta Christ

Lesson Senpture: Philippians 2:1-11

Print: Philippians 2:1-11

Devotional Songs: #3165 #I7; and #2343

Key Verse: In humilty regard others as better than your-
selves.” [Philippians 2:3).

Paul's letters to the warious churches usually addressed

problems with interpersonal conflid, howewer the central
theme of Paul’steachingis seen inthis|esson.

il eapilivaiesy L e T
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Church School Lesson Overview

el o poge 35)

In his letter to the Philippian church, Faul encouraged the
spiritual growth of the believers. One way 1o become more
Christ-like iste think like Jesus, Paul used Jesus’ leaving heaw-
en and coming to earth and His surrendering completely to
God's will as an example This change fram Ikingin a heav-
gnly realm to [wing on 2arth required Jesus appear in physk
cal farm.

Paul told the church that single mindedness will make his joy
omplete because their new mind will be like that of Jesus
Christ. They will have campassion for others and no longer
think of themse|ves first. Willingly putting the nesds of ath-
ersfirst isthe result of havingthe mind of Christ.

Annual WMS Convention

By Nedra Mk Daniel

e e e 1 T
the Gospel, she is a national recarding artst, sangwriter and
founder of CaBraibong School for Wocal Arts: Both her
preacher and wacal skills were displayed as she preached a
powerful message, “Uncommon Faith {Go Hard for God)”
from Luke 7:37-50.

The Saturday maorning session of the onference induded
the business session and a leadership workshop. The offic
grs and ommittees of the Ninth District were @lled upon
te make their annual reparts. From finance to mission to
membership to spiritual grawth, the Ninth Districd YWMS is
on the meve. Mrs. Patricia Rutiedge led an inspiring work-
shop an leadership, 5he used a cupcake acrosmic to empha
sze the charmdenshcs of a great leader: Capabile, Unstop-
pable, Persanable, Charitable, Accountable, Knowledgeable,
Enjoyahble,

The Convention concluded with the Rasa Parks Legendary
Lleader Awrards Lunchesn, The honorees were Missionary
doyee Parrish 0'Neal, also presidert of the host conference’s
W5, and Mr. Anthony Brock, an achve member of 5. Paul
AME Church in Montgemery and Head of Schaol at Waliant
Cross Acadenmy. The puest speaker for the luncheon was
Patricia-RusselkMecClaud, Esquire, Episcopal Supervisor of
tha 14™ Episcopal District. Supervisor Russell-M cCloud is 3
disinguished inspiratianal speaker. In herunique style, she
shared the story of Rosa Parks and at the same #me ir-
spired missionaries to a greater service.

Church School Book Club

anuary 2019 Ciscussion Date: January 19, 2015
13:00 A.M., —11;30 A0,

The Bolhouse: A Nowvel, Dawvis, 2017,

February 2019 Discussion Date: 16 February 2015
10:00 AN — 11130 AN

The Great Alone, Hannah, J18

Ernt Allbright; 8 former POW, ‘comes home from the Wi
etnam war a changed and velafile man. YWhen he loses yet
another job, he makes an impulsive dedsion: he will meve:
hiz family narth, ta Alaska, where they will live off the grid in
America’s lasttrue fronter. ;

Thirteen-year-ald Lenf, & girl coming of -age in a tumultuous
wme, caught inthe riphide of her parents’ passionate, starmy
relationship, dares'to hape that a new land will lead 1o 2
better future for her family. She is desperate for a place 1o
belong. Her mother, Corm, will do anything.and go anywhere
for the man she lawes, even if this means following him into
the unlinown.

At first, Alaska seemsta be the answer ta their prayers. Ina
wild, remate corner af the state; they find s fiercel inde
pendent community of strang men and-ewsn stronger wom-
en. The long sunlit days and the generosty of the |ocals
make upfar the Allbrights’ lack of preparaiion and dwindling
F2S50UFCES.

But s winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska,
Ernt's fragile mental state deteriorates and the family begins
io: fracture. Soen the perils ouiside pale in camparisan ta
threats fram within, In their small @bin, covered in spow,
blanketed in-eightgen hours af night, Leni and her mother
learn the terrible truth: they are gn their own. Inthewild,
thers is no onetosave them but themsealves. —Amazan

Fresenting the Good News
By Bably Adkins

i earivraies W i Y

wiere putbing on the fire, and put it an the church.” BUT
GOOY God's churchwill survive, and that was the lesson af
the day. All praiseto the King of King!

It was & wery present reminder that when things look bleak
and there seermsto be na hope_ GOD ISSTILL IN CONTROL

To God bethe Glary!
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Health and Wellness

Common Walking Mistakes That Lower Your Calorie Burn
By Brother Babby Adkins

| liketo walk. | have to walk, | need to walk. | walk &t work, |walkat heme. |walk thru my neighborhood, |walk_ealk eralk, 1t
isahealthy atemative for someone with bad kness like me. Just 30 minutes of walking a day has been shown to help reduce
stress, improve mood, increass bone density and more, But turning a walk into @ workout, as well as up the calorie burn, re-
quires paying afention to details including the route, speed and form. Carrecing these four walking mistakes helps you burn
mare calariesand turns your daily walks into serouswarkouts.

Miing up your speed during a workout not onkytorches calories, it helps burn fat. 0 ne study found walkers who varied their
pace burned 20% more caleries thanthose who maintained a constant speed. More g

iffarmaton can b found at hitp:ffrsblrovalsodstypublishing.orgd |

content/11/3/ 20150486, Addional research indicated alternaing between a maod- '

erate-intensity pace and bursts of high intensity was more effechive at reducing balhy

fat.See https:/{link. springer.com/article /10, 1007% 2Fs40273-017-0807-y for additonal informatian.

The #x: To add intervals to your walk, Leslie Sansane, creator of the Walk at Home Workouts and authar of “Walk Away the
Paunds” supgests starting slow, walking at a warmup pace for two minutes, 3 brisk pace for the nest two minutes and then
jogging far 30 seconds, repeadng the patiern for 20 minutes. “Your body has to adjust to differsnt speeds, which reguires
more energy and leads to 38 bigger calerie bum,” notes Sansane. While @ brisk _—

walkisan excellent cardiovascular werkout (B0 minutes burns an esimated 259 cal- = M_#_I* A2

aries) adding a strength-training componentto your walkburns sven more @larizs. Fﬂm‘g‘?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ-ﬁﬂ‘*

See the full artcle =t hnpsdlwoesemyfitnesspaleom/ssemise/ @larissburnsd) =

wialking- 35 mph-brisk-pace 196 .

The f: Incorporate strength-training imemnvals. Erin Nitschke, thermpautc exerdse spedalist and American Councl on Bierdse
certified health coach recommends walking for 3 minutesthen performing 30 seconds of walking lunges, jurmnp squats, jumping
jacks or other resistance exercises.

“Climbing-engages mare muscles inthe glutes and thighs [and] these are big moscle groups that use alot-of energy and burn

mare calaries” explains Sansone. O ne study found energy expenditure or calories
burned was as much as 308 higher on unewen terrain, See htipss//

whanwe . nebionim.nih.geviprmc/ariides /P C42 36228/ for more details.

The fi<; Change your routine and add more hills or variaion in terrain such as stairs, gravel or sand, which use different muscle
groupsand an helpwith balance and core strength. If you live ina flat-area, you can also take yourwerkout to the treadmillto
play with the incline,

Walking might be all about putting one foot infront of the ather, but that does not mean. your arms should hang by yaur sides
when you powerwalk, “Using the upper body when walking is good body medhan-

ics; it is how the body is meant ta move,” MNitschke says. “The more muscle groups

¥Oou engage in aworkout, the greaterthe calaric expenditure.”

Thefix: Bend your arms 90 deprees and pumpyourfiststoward the shy asyou walk,

For even maore of @ challenge, try holding 1—3-pound hand weights while you wallk. Acordingthe American Council on Exer-
cise thiscan boost your hean rate up to 10 beats per minute and inorease oxygen onsumpiion between 5—15%, addingtothe
number of calores burnad during a workout. 5 ee [ ;acefiin r ‘on-and-resources/ lifes
-the-benefits-outweigh-the-risks-if-individuals-hald-dumbbells-in<their hands-while-doing-step for details.
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5t. John AME Churzh 3
Man- profit

25 Church Street U.5. Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PA&ID

(256 )534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Sernce Requested

£- rrd il -oflie e @5t ph nhantsyille .com
websme; werw st bhinhe msy ille.com

The Right Pevernd Hamy L Seawrght, Bishop

The Feversmd Skerim M. Ss5wright, Episcopa| Supery sor
The Peversm Bruce W, Huntar, Preseling Ekler

The Feversm Maurice Wwrght i, Sarvant Pastor

Dates to Remember

December 23, 2018 Annual Christian Educaton Christmas Program, 845 a:m.

December 24, 2018 Christmas Bve Candlelight Service, 6:00 p.m.

December 31, 2018 Watchnight Service

January 15, 2019 Annual Dr. Marin Luther King, Ir. Emiancipation Proclamateon Celebration,

Progressive Union Missionary Bapfist Church, 7:00 p.m.

That if you confess with pour mouth, “Jlesusis Lord, " ond belizve in yaur heort
that Bod roised him from the dead, you will be saved Romans 1003

VISION
20 20

BIGHITE GRCAWYTH
BiMSPIRE CHAMNGE
BiMFACT SERVICE

INDRIC
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