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Meww Year's Blessings!

Family, we made it! 8y the grace of God, we have entered not ondy anather year, but another decade As we
reflect on the past, we are grateful for every exparience that we encountered in 2019, Prayerflly, 2ach ce-
curmsiance cased wk o grow ceser in our relationship with Gog and depend on God's power 1o Bring. «
through. We hanor and cherish the memory of our loved ones that transitioned from Labor to reward last

year, and we are thankful for God's sustaining strenath. | salute the life of our beloved Pastor Homer Little-
fiedd Nelall, who served this congregation faithdully for mare than four decades, it ic an honor 3nd 2 privilegs
Lo stand on the rich legacy he leaves behind,

it it impariant to remember, while wie are abie 1o ok back with 3 spirit of gratitude, it is our resalve (o keep
maving forward, We aée sssured that [ust a5 God provided in the past, He will provide For aur future

The vear 2020 s 2 milestone in the Efe of our church. This year, we will celebrate our 1357 church anniver-
sary and we can say that vee have truly eome this far by faithe With mich prayer and anbicigation, we gre
planning to bréak ground foe our new worship center. Everywhere we look, we are fortunate to see God's
blessings and provisons for the ministryAs aur church continges to grow, | encourage you to fellowship and
gzl 1o enow the new members of cur family. We are blessed to have them as 3 partof 3¢ Fohn AME Charch

{am humbled at the opportunity to serve this congregation, Thank you for vour encouragement and most of
all, your pragers for my family and me. My prayer for each of vou |5 tnat God wiould bless yoo “REAL REAL
REAL GOOD"

In His Servce,

Pouwsico ME

Aeverend Maurice Wright, |
servant Pastor
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Advent, Preparing Qur Hearts and Minds for the Coming of the Messiah

Pevererel Donramare Bmem

In the aricle What is an Advent Wreath? Meaning of the Advent Wreath and Candles
wintlen by Joel Ryan in Christianity. com, Advent is a seasonaltradiion often celebrated in
the Christan and Catholic faithto prepare far the arnval or coming of lesus Christ, The
advent wreath is used to symbolically comimiemorate newness, etemal life, and the death
and resurrection af the pramised Messiah. It is often coupled with the lighting of candles
and prayersrecited in the weeks leading up to Christmas, (Ryan, 2019)

Advent traditions will wary by country, but the heart behind Advent is mostly the same

across oultures and denominatons. Derived fram the Laiin word “adventus”, the word
adwent means “arival” ar “coming”. Inthis instance, i is used to indicate set fmels) during the month ef Decemberto com-
memorate the coming of the Messiah in lesus Christ. Advent, like Christmas, is a season of expectation, celebration, and
hope, conneded to the bith of the prophesied Messiah and the promise of Christ’s subsequert ministry, (Ryan, 2019)

The Clrk Family lighting 1 e Candke of Hope.

Advent wreaths were eventually fashioned out of evergreens, twisted to-
gether in acirdeto syrmbolkze cominuous life acrossthe seasons, from the

0 death of winter to the new life of spring. Maturally, this earthly symbuolism

also points to the
spiritual symbalism

S of newness and the

promise  of Eternal
life. and salvadon|
ofiered through the!
sacrifice of lesus
Christ Uohn 3:18)
The circular nature
of the wreath simi

lar to aweddingring or band, is further meant to reflect the unend-

ing love of Christ and eterpal [ife offered through salvaton. (Ryan, The Brown and vVasy ue: Fimrg the

2019)

Peace Cardle

Hally lezves, bierries, and seeds are sometimes added ta the Advent wreath as well, Hally l2aves can be prickly and there
fore used to represent the cown af tharns placed on Jesus’s head during his crucifixian. Berrigs, which are typically red,
also pointte Christ's sacrifice and the blood shed forsins. Pinecanes, seeds, and nuts are also placed within the wreath asa
symbol and promise of new life. Tagether, the elements af the Advent wreath refled the new life and eternal salvation
ofiered through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who we now celebrate. (Ryan, 2019)

. o ||
The Walon Family Lighting the Camd k of Jovy,

The most comman tradimon, howewver, typically uses four candles. Each
candle is lit on one of the four Sundaysleadingupto Christmas, The colar
of these candles can wary, but it iz common that the first, second, and
fourth candle is purple, while the third candle is ross-colared, red, or a
pinkish hue. In some cases, all the candles are red, blue, or white, and

A often, a fifth white candle is placed inthe middle afthe wreath and litan
Christmas Day itself. (Ryan, 2015

A bl e paraine )
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Advent, Preparing Qur Hearts and Minds for the Coming of the Messiah

Pevererel Donramare Bmem

S ad vl s o puiegm 31
In most-tradirons, the lighting of the four candies (er multple candles) is
meant to be done as a family and will often be used to refled on the hope,
faith, joy, peace, light, and purity that came into the world waththe gift of the
Messiah. Families will typically light the andle together, often encouraging
children totake part in the celebration. Mamy modern churches light an Ad
vent candle during Sunday ser-
wices to prepare for Christmas |
as a church family, (Ryam,
2019)
; The sdkirs Family ighting the Cand e of Love.
| Regardless of specific Advent
W tradinons and differences in how it is celebrated across cultures and coun-
tries, Advent is atime for all believers and families to commemaorate the arri
val of the Messiah, prepare for his second coming, and celebrate the joy of

s 282 Christmastogether. (Ryan, 201%
The Hill Farmnily lighting the Chret Candle on

RFRAE Fel, At 5t. John, five Tamilies were seleced to light the Advent candles far the

four Sundays in December. The five families were the Clarkfamily an Dec. 1st for the HOPE candle, the Bromwn and Yazgusz
family on Dec, 8th forthe PEACE candle, the YWatton familyon Dec. 15thforthe JOY ndle, the Adkins family on Dec 22nd
for the LOVE candle. The Hill family lit the Christ Candle on Dec: 24t h forthe Christmas Bve Candle Light Service.

Ryan, J [x0e October 4), Chrst@nity/ Wikl S Holidays S what s an Advent Wreath? Meaning of the Adwent Weath and Cardles. Be-

treved fromC hrstanity.com: ) it

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service
Hedra M Daniel

Members, fiends and family gathered at 5t. John on Christmas Eve at & p.m.to welmmme

the Christ Child with a @ndlelight service, This evening was the culminaton of weeks of

preparafion forthe birth as reflededinthe relightingof the Advent candles of hope, peace,
U lowe and joy.

¥ The music was |led by the 5t. John Praise Team. The Call to Warship, a responsive reading

¥ from the charal postlude “Heavenly Light,” was led by Presiding Elder (Refired) Oliver Allen.
.5i5ter Lillie Rwers offered prayer and the Reverend Charles Glowver read scripture from
© Matthew 2:1-10. The Marcus Hill family led the lightng of the Christ Candie.

| Pastar Wright preached fram the tests Matthew 1:21 and lsaiah 9:6 a message enfitlzd

~ ‘The Sweet Mame of lesus” He began by describing how ene’s name designates who they

are and how names tell family stones. Transmoning to the text, he focused an the name

Pastor Wnght preaching Jesus. He stated that when Christians wear the banner of lesus, they take an His mame. He

“The Sweet Hame of e sus" noted that Jesus wasthe last person inthe Bibleto be given a name by God. He connectad

the name given in Matthew tothe five (S} addiional namesof Jesus given in Isaiah 9:6: Wondeful, Counselor, Mighty Gad,

BEverlasting Father, Prince of Peace. He explained what each name means in the life of a believer. Conduding, he stated
“There are other preat names inthe Bible, but the name of Jesus isthe greatest.”

il o paoee A
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Christmas Eve Candle Light Service
Hedm Mc @ niel

AU i e s T

Follewing the message, Pastar Wright led in the lighting of
the candles across the sanctuary. Worshippers passed the
light untl the sanctuary was flled with the glow of candle-
light. “Jesusthe Light of the Word” and "This Lirile Light of

Mine" were sung in @ moving display of the real reason faor
the Christrnas calebration.

Christmas Program and Worship Service
B. lohreon

The excitement was huilding as the 5. Jehn congregation mowved deoser to cele-
bratingJesus birth on Christmas Cay. The church was decked inthe celshriory col- L
ors of Christmas, the greens, the reds, and the golds. Beery corner of the sanduary |] s =

was appointed with various decorations hailingthe joyeous coming af the Savior. The |
children were scumying amund in prepara@ion for thelr performances during the &
Christmas Program, The parents, grandparents and siblings had arived =arly to gar-
rier that perfect seat for taking videos and pictures of their chiid®s perffommance.

The worship service began as usual with a triomphant call to: warship, followsd by

the hymn of praise, "Angels We Hawve Heard an High.” The children were then imit-

gd to come farth and share their poems, rrctabons and Christmas greefings. As
they took their seats the congregedion ap-
plauded enthusiasacalby.

The Christmas serman was anfitlsd, “Lessans from the Wise
M en-Giving, Receiving and Seeking.” The scripture reference for B8
this sermon was Matthew 2:11. The Reverend Maurice Wright,
Il'facused on three lessonsto betaken fram this seripture. The
first lesson was, we need to seelk wisdom. Wisdoam is to know
good and da it. It is to know God and know when a fall.oocurs,
Heistheratao pick us up. Wisdom is knowingthat thereis a |es
san te be learned in every experiencs, The second lesson was to
Pastor Wnght, i seek @ relaionship with God. Getting closs to the servant
should be our main prienty-which means distancing ourszhves from things that distance us from Him,
We should draw nearwith comfidence. Finally, the third lesson was just as the ¥YWise M en traveled far
townarshipthe baby who would be king, we toe sheuld warship Him. YWe should emain forever faith-
ful ta Him with aur service. The ¥Wise men came seeking a Savior, they gave gifts, and they received
the blessing of the Baby Jesus. Lessons from the Wise Men-Give, Receive, and Seek,

The Erzdford SEters
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Watch Might Service

The Pevererel Donnam@arie Brown

According te Encyclopedia Britannica, Watch Might, also called Freedem’'s Bve, is-a Christian religious service held an New
Year's Eve and i5 associated, in many African Amencan churches, with a celebrston and remembrance of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamaton (enaded January 1 1BE3) which freed slaves in the Confederate states during the American Chil War,

Mew, many mainline Protestant churchesin the United States sponsor a Watch Might service an Mew Year's Bve [Murray,
2014).

The tradifion af Watch Might may be traced to the garly 18th century in Marawian churches, when churchgoers began
markingthe occasion with aviglto reflect upon the year past and to contemplatethe oneto come. In the Methodist tra-
diman, Jahn YWesley adopted the pradice for his Methodist Tollewers, whio held similarvigils manthb with the full moon.
wias given a new signifimnce among African Americans on December 31, 1862, when, accordingto tradiion, slaves inthe
Confederate states gathered in churches and private homes an the night befare Pres. Abraham Lincoln's Emancpation
Frodamation was sxkpacted to go into effect, pending his signing af the document. The soon-te-be-fres slaves stayed
awakeall night and watchad the nightturn into a new dawn while wang for news that the Emandpation Proclamation
had been issued, thus making all the slaves|egally free (Murray, 2019),

Church services on Watch Night generally begin some ime betwesn 7:00 and 10:00 PM and end at midnight. The services
tendto be attended by family groups. Many afiendees go on to Mew Year's Eve pariies afterward (Murray, 20159) .

S5t. Jahn AME Church, like: most churches, held the tradional Watch Night Service on December 31st. The sarvice bapan
at 10:00 P.M ., and was to conclude at midnight to mark the beginning of the new year. Gathered in the sanctuary were
many members and imvited friends. Several people from the community werewelcomed asthey expressed their apprecia-
tion forthe warm recepion they received. They were looking for 2 church that held a Watch Night Sarvice, saw the carsin
the parking lot, inquired abeow the service and were invited in,

The order of service included teswmaonies from the congregation, Several members and visitors took the opportunity to

share how God had kept-them through-out 2019, It wasa moving experience. There were tears of happiness, shouts af

praise and Hallxlujah! A visual presentaton by the Media Ministry, captured all the events af the church in review during
2019, There were moments and reflecions of great joy and happiness, mupled with mo-
mentsof great sadness farthe church family, It was a beauaful presentabion.

Pastor Wright began his prodamation of the word with a deeply emofonal rendifon of
: Reverend Paul Jones” sang, "I Waon't Complain.” Thers wasnot & dry eye inthe sanctuary,
" He preached fram Genesis 45:20 with the sermon ®8tle “"Don't Take i ¥With You", Pastar
Wright expressed three points for considerawion for the new year. First, he stated, to anly
Ccarnyinto the new yearwhat we needed orwas essential. Secondly, he stressad that we
shauld net carry guilt and unfargiveness inteo the newyear, that these weare concepts that
should be left behind., Nest, wewsreto not carry worry because as faithful Christians we
should trust that God would supply all our needs in 2020. The congregation was truly
blessed by the last semmon in 2015,

Pastor Wright, IF singing

“) wan't complain.* Asthe clock counted down to midnight-and the changing of the year and the decade, the

enfire congregaton was assembled around the attar in moperate prayer. We all look foar-
ward to the greatthings God hasin store forthis church, thiscongregation and for each other in 2020,

Murm@y, L (2038, December 31). Waotch Nght Cheistion Relgious Sendcz, Petrieved fom Emcyclpeda Britannica: httpst/)
wiswebiriannica ¢ onytop ic M Watc b- Hight,
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Resolutions vs. Goals
AMEHM Stafl

Happy Mew Year! A new year brings with it the thoughts of resalulions, setdng goals, making life changes and focusing on
itransifions for the nest 365 days, When asked, most persans say, “| am not making amy resalutions this year. | am setbing
new goals for myself” Well, what'is the differance? Are'not goals and resalutions the same thing? Arethe twowards not
interchangeable? Do they not mean about the samething? Actually no, they do not mean the same thing. Accordingto
Gogele, aresolumon s afirm decision to do or not to do saomething, While a goal is the objed of a persons ambimon ar
effart, an aim or desired result. 5o it would appear that it takes a litile more effart and determinadon to fulfill & desired
goalthan to simply pronounce a resalulion. The stabstics are available which prove that by the second week of January
gighty-twi percent of people hawe already forgotien, failed, neglected or missed the mark with their antdpated resalu-
won. While those who set resolutions have bombed, those who set gonals have usually proven to be more successful, espe-
cially when aplaniswritften toaccompany those goals.

Much research has shown that establishing SMART Goals; goals which are spadfic measurable, achlevable, relevant and
time-based tend to lend themselves to more attainment, than just acaing ona resoluion, The research also indicates that
wiriting down-one’s goals and strategically planning forthe accamplishment in small steps, anly furthers the possibilty of
success. There is much to be said for the old adage, “a goal is a dream with a deadline”’ So, now is the fime to set your
goal, write it down, establish a plan, with a deadline or else it will just be an other dream.

St.dohn members were ashed to share theirgoalsfar 2020 with the AMEN News5taft, Check it out.
My goal @ toget through the next semester with passimg grades. . Collepe Student

My pmal 5 tomake straight "A's™ for the remamder of the school s . High Bchool
Seruor

¢ Itismyprayer that m 2020, I wall use my gt of inderstandire and encouragemernt

tohe & blessing tomy St Johnfamily through my active engagement in clurch mirms.
tries It 1e also myprayer that God will grant me the cowsge and conviction tobe tter hono my body 88
a temple of God by exprcsine, making wise food chorces and engasire 1n el care artvites. By nurtur
g myself mentally, ploscally ard spintaally, I pray that I will be well prepamd to serve otkers withan

and amide 5t John Cadlege Instruwtom
|- s
Toesrna 4 0 GPA 3 myeoal for 2020 High School Student

e
Mw goal for 2020 15 o get an athletic scholarshp to sty college or o versity ¥

High School Stadent b

Cuthng hack on sweetened beverage: and getorg more guality slesp 15 my 2020
goal Mature Adult [IJ M
L % g

Becawe ] have always attended "my chureh’ for Bunday mormrg sSeIvice, one
pfmyeoalz iz oattend other churches Bunday mormnes services 1w 2020
measoried Saint

InZ2020 myeoal 18 weet my fnst manuscript published | Aspuirg Author

Prowerks 16:3 Cammitto the Lord whatever you do, and He will establish your plans.

P el vl e g |
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Cevotional Page

The Pevererel Donnam@arie Brown

Setting Life Time Goals

2 Corinthians 5:3 (MNLT) 5 o whetherwe are here inthisbody or away from this body, our goal isto please Him,

Atthe beginning of the New Year, peopletend to make resalutions ragarding their heatth and averall well-baing {e.g. finan-
cially, relationships, new job-or posiion). Their minds arz set on their own ability to use their will power to pull them
through the resolution. Unfortunatehy; the resoluiions are broken within 30 days due to changes intheir liveswhidh leadsto
losing focus-and mobvation to achieve real results. The other preblem with setbing resolulions.isthat they are centered an
what we want out of life and not on what would be pleasingte Gad first, Umately, our lives belongto Him and it is not
about aurselves. Proverbs 163 tells usto *Commit yaur actians to the Lard, and your plans will suceeed.”

Instead of making resolutians this year; |et us do one thing better —io please God first. |t is necessary to set goals that
wiolld pleass God first becadse the results are life-changing through the help of the Hely Spirit guiding us. First, |et us start
by setting small goalsto learn what the Bible says about what God requires of us to live sur Ives ina way that would be
pleasingto Him. This may include seting a daily devotion sime with Him first thing in the morning and reflecing on His
Wordthroughout the day, Secend, set seme shor-term and leng-term goals that are spedflly certersd on pleasing God
through our relaaonship with Him, The Bible menfons a ot of goals and ways to please God. The ' Word of God tells us how
to be good stewsards of our bady, mind, spirit, inances and relatonships. Third, set measurable tasks you can do daily,
weekly, or moanthly, This step will hold you accountable to God to getthe goal dene. Third, make your goal to warship God
atiminabile. Habakkuk 2:2 says “Then the Lard said to me, write my answer plainly ontablets, so that a runner can amy the
correct message to others,” Remember, you mustwrite down your gozls. You arethe runner of the goal, You arethe cami-
erof the correct message of Godthat it s God wha is changing your life to others whao are struggling with the same goal in
their life.

5o, what are some of the goals you want to set for yourself that will henor God thisyear? Proverbs 16:9 also tells us “We
can make our plans, but the Lord determines sursteps.” Let God determine your steps in amy goal yoau set. Honar Him with
yourlife and deepen your rela@onship with Him thisyear.

Frayer Heawenly Father, may our goals be pleasingto you as weventure out to st new goals to worship and honor you,
Help uste commit eur-adions to you 5o we can succeed with the plans you have for our lives, Give usyour strength and
much sucecess aswe cominue ta build aur relationship with you throughout this newyear. Thank you forhearing our cry for

change in our lives. AMEN

[LRETHIL PO T R T ]

I've always exercized hut my 2020 goal 15 o ircreAse my eXercise rounre o 5 days a week. . Millenmal

In 2020 ry goal 15 10 push aside some of my setishness and strve for the panence to listen inosilence 1o the views and
apiniens af athers, gspecially tothe anes | lave deady . Church Leader

My goaltar 2020 istotrust God to grve me good health and strengthto accamplishthe vision farSt. John's new
church. Church Leadei|

My pnmary goal forthe 20193-2020 school yearisto make 2l A% Middle School Student

To be good at school and dowhat nmiy parentsask me to do-Elementary School5tudent

L sl e e
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Turning Your 2020 Health Goals into Daily Habits

PoseTE ry Wells

The impartance of sétbing health goals vary between bigand small, achievable and maybe farfetched. When sething goals, it
isimportant to do soin such a way that allows a persan 1o obtain them and naturally weave them into their daiby life, To
create new habits, it @ntake up to sty days to make them sick, Wellness takes prachce. It means difierent things to
difterent people. Being healthy means being peaceful, serene and joyful in ane’'sthoughts and mind. Haw are responds to
ewents in this wachky world we live determinesthe stress level we expose gurselves too. Opiimal health should & hweys be the
desired outcome. Howevear, lite can getinthe way of makinghealthy geals habitual

When a persan is stressed oremotonally distressed their heart is one afthe first organs in their bady thatwill feel the pain
and reac. Life will'throw thase unexpeded curve balls 3t same ome or other, Eo it is critical to sustain those habits. Turn a
guest for balance and good health into aceonable steps that slowly become roubne. Every day, peaple will set goals to im-
prave their overall wellness. But what if people could take those health goals they are setbing and transcend them:inta daily
habits?

Author, motivational public speaker, health/well-being disability advocate, world traveleérand arti'st, Tessa Koller says that if
aperson has emvisioned themseles happier, heakhier and more energized; these goals can be obtained. Kaller has put to-
getherconcrete steps which can be taken to help set the 2020 health goals and turn them into daily habit s!

1. Develop a Moming Reutine. How a person begins their day matterstremendously. The way they greet each marn-
ing (hopefully with a prayer of grastude) will determine the kind of mood they will be inthe enfite day, A marning
reufine will help ease a person into the day, and start them off on the right foot. a person has a health goal to
have maoretime inthe marning, they should sta with ifteen minute increments each day, urmy| they are happy with
thettme. Mare@me in the marnings means more ime and atfenfion to work obligaons, and to peoplethey @e
aboutthe most.

Develop An Evening Routine. An ewvening rouine can consist of reading, "Fuga.b(}v
cleaning, arganizing, or doing exerdse. Winding down |5 critical for mental health | .,
management, Come 7:00 or 7:30 pm is whan a person might want ta start allowing §

their brain and mind to relas. Their svening routine can entail amthing that pro-

mates peace and seranity. Do something relasing before gaingto bed. To miake 3

healkh gealinto a habit, set attme ta STOP woarking?

=

Walk for Thirty Minutes a Day. A repular mutne of walking @n increase @rdiovascular fitness; strengthen banes,
reduce eicess body fat, and boost muscle pawer and endurance.

Incorporate More Greens on the Plate. Greens, especially dark |eafy greens, have a broad B8 - *:,11
array of benefits from healhisr skin, wision, and energy to strenger kidneys and organs.

Start off slow by adding greens to the dinner and lunch plate. Any kind of distary change | ‘q'h.
takestme, tome &flont and planning. But it is allworthwhile.

o B

N

. Use Aroma Therapy for Stress Management. Essen®al ails truly ara essental towellness. Armma therapy has bzen
used forthousands of years astools far healing. When fezling ovenihelmed, stressed, flustered or rushed through-

out the day:try dipping & carton ball inta lavender oil, chamomile or eucalyptus and breath in the ails. This simple
activity will bringabout a drastic change in one's mental and emobonal state,

. Engasgein Mature Therapy. One Japanese praciice @lled 'Forest Bathing’ has radically improved health in people. All

A i O T AN
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The Dream of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr.: A Work in Progress
Bridget J. Floyd

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the fconic ciwil rights leader, would have celebrat-
ed 891 years of eistence on January 15, 2020, Dr. King was assassinated an
April 4 1968 in Memphis, TN, at the age af 39. He wasthere to acvocate for
equitable pay far sanitalon workers.

(elebrrare ¢ Remiemiber

Or. King eamed hisundergraduate degree fram Maorehouse College in Atlan-
ta, A, and his Ph.D. in theolagy from Boston Unnersity, As a young minister
in Mentgemery, AL, hewas essentially drafted as leader of the Mot gemery
| Bus Boycatt. After Mrs. Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus, an
) efiective and wellorganized boycott ensued and had the desired economic
impact. Or, King embraced the leadership ofthe Ciwvil Rights Mowvement with
the now well-known tenants of nonwviolent peaceful protest. Dr. King was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize-as a result, : :
Our feaes bepin to end
¥Wideo accounts show the commitment and comtrol of protesters who en- ”‘:_,,_- duy we become
dured werbal and physical aggression, without responding in kind. Many selent alout things
were injured, same lost: their lives, including Or. King. He expanded his EELTEEL S H
eflorts to crusade for peace {against the Vietnam War) and economic im-
provement far poorpeople afall races.

After mare thon fifty yeors, are things whera Or. King would axpe o or hope? What 15 the status of dreom fulfilimant?

Clearly progress has been made: Educatonal and occupaiional opportunies and achievements as well as political invo ve-
ment-and elected posifons. Whilethere is economic progress, Caucasians sBll rank higherthan African Americans and other
minorites in this area. Atthough the 44" President of the United States was born to an African father and Caucasian-
American mother {the first African-American prasident], the 45" President contnues to unapologetically cricize and take
achions to dismantle or reverse many things considered “progress” by a signiicant number of Amearicans. Some have pro-
tested against these changes/reversals.: There are those who hawve compared the differences intemperament and cognitive
processing, as well as leadership style ofthe two |leaders, among sther cmmparisons.

Or. King advocated far justice, equality, nonviolence, peace;, and civility even inthe face of threats and violence, What
might hethink about werbal and electronicbullying; resurgence of groups that promote white supremacy; an assodated rise
af wislence-against racial, religious, and ethnic mineriies; harassmient-and assault of women and athervulnerable indwidu
als; opposifan to immigraton to the paint of what many would categorize as inhumane treatmeant of the most vulnerable —
children; problematc relag’ans with other countries — risking aliena®an af allies and eoming to the brink of war, perhaps
ewen risking nudear conflict with -adv ersaries?

The teachings and acans of Or, King n shll serve as inspiration and a model far efleching change intoday's warld. Much
of what s seen in today's world is armdthetical to Dr. King's approach/teachings. Complacency is not-an option. Present —
day acion and response can s8ll come fromthe “grass reots” fas inthe 1950's and . 1960's). Dueto more than fifty years of
progress and change, there are people in posmans of power (African Amercans and other racial, ethnic, religious, and eco-
nomic minorites) who can make a difference as wel|,

| et e -r-. S5ull g work in progress: Do Not Lose Sight of “Tha Dream®! Kesp Woring on "The Dregm ™
e Hisle W T e &
T -
A L ey, A l-” il
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#
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Turning Your 2020 Health Goals into Daily Habits

PoseTE ry Wells

AL e R i N
a person need do s surround themseles with trees, The concept isto be free from obligations, effort, and doing. Do
naot hike:or count steps, just be present, Focus on all five of senses. It'is revitalizing and energy restoring. Try daing
this;, if possible, forten minutesa day-and see how you feel!

7. Inhale Fresh 8ir Fifeen Minutes 2 Day. Fresh airopensthe lungs, the heart and the mind. it is a mllaborative pro-
cess with body and nature, Being outside is emotonally and mentally healing. & benefit of breathing in fresh airis it
sharpensthe mind and restoresthe energy, diges@ve system, and improves blood flow,

8. Try this Simple Diaphragmatic Breathing Technigue for Anxiety. If 8 person is anxious or owerly stressed all the
time, the body system will operate as ifthey are always in fight orflight. Deep breathing slows all the systems in the
body down. it dearsthemind of troubled orwamisome thoughts. Trythissinhale slowly through the nase fourames
and exhale, making & soft sound. Repeat it fourtmes and be wowed by the results, You will feel much calmer!?

3. Devote ten Minutes of Stretching during the Day. Stretching is nesded ta strengthen, repalr and grow muscles,
Stretching increases flexibility and decreases chronjc pain. It is good to stretch before and after a workout session.
Stretchingfosters movement-and relaxesthe hody and mind?

10, Take Maps. A nap will revitalize a person’s physical energy and mind; and refresh their eyes and focus.

Maps are a great way to provide needed breaksduring the day or evening! ST B

elrg fails
Enka =

11 Organme the Home or Wark Space. Fifieen minutes of cleaning will save so much fme. Whetherit isin Hag
the morning orat night, take fifteen minutesto clean each day. A person’s home should be their oasis.
A clean place is vital for stress management.,

12 Schedule Moments of Silence. Just ten minutes of silence can have a profound impact on a person’s mental health.
These maments of silence should give their mind pause, a break from tedious thought 5!

Do net atfempt to force habits. [tis okay if it takes a while to really get in the groeve and adjust! Incorparating evan the
smallest goals and making them habits will transform an individual’'s health in same way, If a persan has fallen off the
wellness wagon, they simply negd to try doing a few of these regularly, Turning health goals into habits will transfarm
anyone'swelkbeing in waysthey would never imaging and they will feel unstappable.

For more tips on health/well-baing go to htipy ftessakoller.com

A iR e jaree Tl
% To cominue my studies at the Huntseille Bible College in hopes of obtaining a Bachelar's Degree in Christan Educa
Ban_. Thealopical Schalar

My goalz in 2020 are to try and become a berter "person” this year, than | wasthe year before. | plan to be more
produchve and spend less ime procashinahng demonsirste more adaptability tn change and be less acceping of
the status qua, be sngaged in moere guality fime and 125500 just “busy” @me | will strive te meat these goals anz day
at aime with the Lord’s help_.Deep Intuitve Thinker

My geal for 2020 isto spend mare fme reading and less fime on Social Media- . College Student

“Hill, Napolzon. (2020). Retrieved from wasw.pinterest. comy quotes-hill,
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St John Welcomes New Members!
Hedm= N D= niel

M embers who recemly united with 5t. Jlohn completed athree-session new members' dass on December T, 2019 and were
read into full membership and extended the right hand of fellowship on Sunday December 15, 2015

The textbook for the class was The 5 A T ° Monu-
gl of Africon Methodiem by Bishop Gregory In-
gram. The first session covered “What We He
liewe,” Students were taught the ABCs of salve
tion, the definiion af the church and Chriswans,
and what AMEs believe (the 10 Commandments,
the Arecles of Religion, the Apostles Creed and
the General Corfession). The second session was
more spedfc to African Methodism. It began
with adocumentary an Bishap Richard Allen. The
1 five (5} conferences of the church and the episco-
The Bz wver=nd Maunce Woght, pal strugure were tadght, The final presentation
R king 3 pesenEtion tothe Hew Membe s C Rss. of the second session was on Stewardship and
Fimance. The third seczion began with a discus
sion an the two sacraments, bap®Wsm and Haly Communien. The final twa hours of

the last session focused an the boards, auxiliaries, and ministrigs of 5t. John, Repre
sentatives from these groups made presentations to the class and encouraged their
partcipatian inthe ministries af the church.

Although studentsin the class had warious Chrisiian experiences and came fram wvark
gus denominabdons, they all expressed that they found the sessions informatve and
identified areas where they wished to serve at 5t. John. The personswho completed
the class were Debaorak Bland, Diedre Davis, Hedy |bezim-Phillips, Carla Buchanan,
Alin Hardwick, lerald Gains, the Rewversnd Derwood Wilsen, lacqueline Davis-
Vazquez, the Reverend Donnamarie Brown, and Robin Reeves. The mordinators and
instructors for the dass were the Reverend Dr. James. B. lohnsen, Presiding Elder 01
warAllen, Sister Barbara Jahnson, Sister Patricia Grier and Sister Nedra McDanlel. Pas

tor Wright served as advisor and pariicipated inthe discussions/presentamons. Presiding Elder (Fetired) Oliver Allkn
teaching the ke w Members Class,

SEter ohmeon istrcting the Cade hids
durirg Hew Members CRss.

Mew hMembers, minstry presentes and Pastorwright,
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STAR Driving License Requirements

bebomh B

Do you have aStar 1D inyourwallet? Na? Thenthis Informaton (sfar you! Effec-

‘SjA R I D wve Octoberl, 2020, everyane will need a Star D as-an extra layer of identfiEbon
..,ru_ when planning ta board a commercial aircraft for domesticflights; orenter certain

5rr. WLE TRUETED AP Riiian,: military bases and regulated federal facilites. The Real D Act of 2005 was passed
by Congress in response to terrorism commiited in the United States. This Act,

while requiring a *Star” on the offidal, authorized motor vehicle license, will also allow individuals To use their unexpired
United States passporis for travel, Expiration dates for passports are based onthe age at which they were received. A pass-

port obtained befare the age of 16 is walid for & years, A passport
obtained after age 16 is valid for 10 years. The expiraion date can be DRIVER LICENSE

found on the second pageofthe passport. - 4 l ABABIJ\

In the state af Alabama, only Alabama Lae Enfarcement A pency Diriv- o 123496 o
er's license Bxam Offices can issue Star I0's to qualified individuals. oo 03 i-‘W?{ rer 03- 11 =102
County sperated license offices will continue to provide rengwals m

i Lt DREIYE
and duplicates for ID cards and 5tar 10s. g e P

At A
The state office loated at 1115 ChurchStreet, Huntsville, Alabama is ¥ Iﬁ.f“ i -
now opan on Saturdays from 7:00 am to 3:00 pm and weekdays to
issuetheStar D License. Mo appointment is necessary. This locatian
is one of four offices inthe state of Alabama and the only one in

Naorth Alabamato expand ity hoursto meet the dermand.

There are three (3 =tegores and four (4) forms af identfication needed when applyingfortheStar D, When an Individual
appliesforthe Star IDthey must bring, one document verifying the their identity and date of Birnh; one document wverifying
their sacal seairity number; and two (2) documents verifying their prindple residence address.

For informamon and & complete |ist of required documents, please visit Alabama Law Enforcement Agency website at
woens. alea.gow, To seealist of acceptable idemificaon documents for domesticairtravel visit woennisa.gov.

Freguently Asked Questions;

Can | get aSTAR ID license and |10 card before the expiration date on my current licensa or 10 card ?
Yes. Youwill haveto payfor a duplicate.

What is the cost af the STAR 1D or ID card?
ASTARID license isthe sameas anormal license, 536.25 paid to License Dept. Checks payable to Mark Craig, License
Director.

W hat if oy utlity bill, which isneeded as proof of residency, is in my spouse’s or parent’sname?
If you present utlity bills to verify the address af yaur principal residence, and thase bills are in your spouse’s name,
yvou must bringyour marriage ceraficate, If udlity bills-are in your parent's name, you may use your birth certificate,

Dol needtio get a new license now if lintend to use a commercial airlineg or enterfederal facilmes?
Beginning Octaber 1 2020, all domestc fights will require flyers to hold aSTAR ID or possess a passport. To see alist of
all accepted doaiments visit TSA. Some military installalions are airrenthy requiring-a5TAR 1D to abtain access; it will

depend anthe facliy,
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Simple Tips for Saving More in 2020

Bob by 2d kins, 11

Itisa new year, new decade, and everyone has bigfinancial plans in 2020, ¥ a person desires to save more and expand their
networth, here are some stepsto increase individual savings, without a tremendous lifestyle change.

Establish a Savings Obhjective: Simply put, sawing requires disapline, very similar to
the ability and desire to withe within the Christian church. It is not so much about =
consistency. |nstead, it is a desire and plan fooused an afaining a spedfic objec-
five. Forstafters; committo-a speciic dollar amournt each week/month, based on |
the pay schedule, NO AMOUNT IS TOO SMALL Remember, the goal is to SAVE
MO RE 525, 550, 575, or 5100 saved per month adds up. Factaring’in smallinterest '
payments furthers the cause,

i 7
Make An Emergency Fund a Prierity: An emergency fund is a financial safety net. WL ars yunf AF0EAVIn S e

Start small, choosing to save an addiwonal 3-5% of aweekly salary. The extraS20-

%50 per manth can work wonders, Unespectied expenses are bound to crop up. k15 wise to have money saved forwhen
samething happens.Sacrificingatrip toStarbucks ar McDonalds, orthe family dinner suling, once a week, creates a path
for addittonal savings.

Have Fun Without Busting the Budget: Sometmes it feels impossible to have a social life, entertain kids, ortreat oneselfto
something nice, without spending a bunch of money. But the solufion is not locking aneself insidethe house and being
bored all the ime. Becoming @ couch potato presents Bs own set af problems, oftan resuling in added cost, such as
health care. A person can find entertainment that does not include a price tag. Perhaps more me outdoors, reading a
book fromthe library or offthe shelf an provide just as much enjoymeant.

Stack Up Cash Quickly: Money tends to grow slowly, bt sometimes the savings account needs a
boost ASAP. Simply challenging aneseff to immediately spend less, always helps. Skip the G O AL S
S10-15 breakfast ar lunch orice awesk. Makethat cup of cofles (ar latte]) at home for a once :t_
a week savings of 55 ormaore, based on prices at local mfiee shops or donut houses. Essen- © :
tially, decide to spend a little less. sgsess your firmm &) health
amd establEh masomabk
Rethink Your Living Arrangements: Housing is often the single largest monthly expense people goak foryoorsaving’s
face. An individual must have 3 roof aver their head. Howewver, thinking outside the baox can
help a person reduce their rent or mortgage. |n terms of square footage, less is more when it comes to home cost,
wihetherwvia mortgage ar rental. The newer the property, likely the more cost. Oftenames, residing in an area adjacent to
the shiny new property provides an opportunity for better value.

Save Mare Money at Hame: Chances are;there are several opportunies ta save money which are very abvious. Some op-
portunies are relatvely easy if a person tweahks thelr daily routne. By tweaking daily habits when |t comes to food
imore heme ooking), ullites fturn off the lights or lowerthe heat in the winter), dothing (shop less ar became @ bar-
gaining shopper) and cleaning supplies (less name brands, focusing on the chemical make-up of the product, instead of
the brand), a family can lowertheir expenses and build up their reserves:

Get the Best Deals an Travel: |tis hard to relas on va@tion when the family has spent so much an plane fickets. ks more
troublingwhen they mn not aflord & nice lunch or beverage on the beach. Saving maney on upomaming travel is an art
form, but & thrifty family @n masterit with a litle homework up frent. Be strategic when booking that flight. Search for
the best walues and book as far in adwance as possible, Knowingthe cheapest days to fly will help packet more of that
hard-eamed cash.

v sl ey e 1)
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FPreparing for the
2020 Census

Every ten years, Amernca cames together to

Uhnmed States
C'EI'ISI.IE count every resident in the United States.
The first census was taken In 1790 a5 man-

2020
dated by the Conswiution. The purpose of a
census isto provide the basis for mappor@oning congressian-
al seats, and redistriching and distributing maore than 5675
billion in federal funds annually to support states, counmes

and communities. These federal dallars are used ta support
wital programs such as housing, education, transportaiion,
employment, healh care and public policy,

Date of the 2020 Census: April 1, 2020

By April 1, 2020 every home will receive an invitaeon to par-
ticipate inthe 2020 Census, O nce the invitalion arrives, every
household can respond in one of three ways. The head of the
heuse hold can ether respond tothe census onling, by phane
ar by mail.

The guesiions are relanvely simple. Here are just a few.

= How mamy people are liwing or staying &t the home on
April 1, 20207

YWhetherthe homeis.owned or rented,
About the sex, age, and race of the people Iningthere.

Whether a persan in the heme is Hispanic, La@ine, ar
Spanish,

o  Ahout the relationship of each personinthe home.
The 2020 Census will never ash:

Faran individual's social seourity number

Fora donafion of money

Anythingon behalf of a palitical party

Orbank or credit card account infermaton.

The personal infarmaton from the censusis kept stnctly con-
[rdentiol The Census Bureau is bound by federal lae to pro-
tect the infarrmation from the census and the data mllzced
willl be used onhy for staWshcal purposes.

For addional infemation wisit the 2020 Censuswebsite at

wener. 2020 census.gov

Registered Voters:
Important Dates to Remember

The 2020 elecion oycle is just around the comer. All regis
iered voters should be prepared to wote in the upmming
elecions. Do not wait. Now is thetime to mnfirm voter sta-
tus A simiple search on wheneralabamavotes. gov will confirm
apersan’svoter regisiration status and vosng locamon,

Here are dates and reminders te prepare for the elechon
cycle.

PRIMARY ELEC ION —MARCH 3, 0290
February 14 Last day te hand deliver woter registration
farms.

February 1% Last day to postmark voter registranon farms
February 17 Voter Registrafion Deadline. Last day for online
woter registrafian.,

February 17 Last day for voter to make appliawon for an
absentee ballot.

Miarch & Last day for voterto hand-deliver ar postmark an
absent=e ballot.

PRIMARY RUNOFF ELEC TION (IF NECESSARY) —
MARCH 1, 2010

Mareh 16 Voter registration deadline.

Mareh 26 Last day for voter to make-application for an ab-
senies ballot.

March 30 Last day farvoter ta hand-deliver or postmark an
absentee ballot.

CENERAL ELECTION —NOVEMEER 3, 2020
Cletober 19 Voter registration deadline.
Oectober 29 Last day for voter to make applicamion far an
absentee ballot.
MNovember 2 Last day for veter ta hand-delver or postmark
an absertees ballot.

College students enrolled in Alabama may vote intheir local
glecons by submithing an Absertees Ballot. Please remem-
ber one must submit anapplication for the Absentes Ballot,
first. The Absentee Ballot will be mailed, The applicant must
then submit the Absentes Ballot by the designated deadline.

Voter Registration Forms may be obtained from ether Mr.
Eddie Sherrod or Mrs, Bva Smith. Absentes Ballat Applica
mons can be obtained fram Ms. Barbara Johnzan.
Registration can also be completed an line at
wreres. alabamavot e s goy
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Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Cha ieie Bs s

We Believe We Will Run On

“| have seen something else underthe sun: The @A 5 nat
tothe swift or the hatile tothe sirong, nordoes food come
to the wise or wealth to the brlliart or favor to the
learned; but ime and chance happen to them all.” Eoclesi-
astes 41 NIV

An unknown writer shared a story about a grRndmother
and granddaughter that the slawes shared years ago. The
comiersation went samething like this. The grandmother
zaid to the granddaughter, "Child we don't give up in this
family, because the Bible tells.us, “the race is not given to
the swift, but to the oneswho endures the race”

As the pranddaughter grew in wisdam, one day, she said to
her prandmather, "Well, prandmother, afier reading, Ecde
siastes Chapterd werse 11, the scripture does not-actually,
zay that the race is not won by the seift, but by the one
who enduras.”

The granddaughterwent on to say, "Actually, grandmother,
what Solomon was saying was that e had the pleasure to
bz among the cleverest hurman beings, the most accom-
plished human beings and the wealhigst human beings in
the ward. And, me and chance happenta them all. Mew-
grtheless, they did net give up, they confinued inthe race
af life. They kept runningin spite of their setbacks.” The
grandmother antnued to listen.

Smarthy, she cantinued. “We annot allow our sethacks to
kick us out afthe race of Iife. We cannet become welghted
roadblecks in aur pat ways.”

The granddaughter was adamant as she prodaimed, “The
Word of God tells usthat the enemy mmes to steal, kil and
destroy us .

Shewent further by saying, "l rememberthe scripture that
zaid, that He came so that we might have life and have it to
the fullest. ¥We cannot allow depression, lanelinzss, disap-
pointments nor our failureste paralyze ustrom moving for-
ward inthe race of life.”

The grandmaother said, 'That's true, and together, the family
will not et the enemy mb us of the experience of those
amazing plans that Ged hasforus all”

The family who believesin God's Word, clingsto His promis
es and trusts Him, will continue to move foreard believing
that the Word of God gives & future and a hape. The enemy
wants nothing better than for the family to give up an Gad's
Word and quit this rece of life.-However a strong famiby will
keep faith in Him. A strong, commitied family, will keep faith
that His Word gives hope, not'to give up in this race of life, A
strang, united famiiy will hold togetherin this race of Life in
Jesus when they serve as the strong, commitied Family of
Fait h.

The 5t. lohn soup kitchen ministry/family conmnues to Run

the Race to feed the homeless, and sick and shut-in twice
1h

monthly inthe 5t. Jahn kitchen every 3 and 4" Tuesday of
each menth. Join us— Family.

Simple Tips for Saving More in 2020

Bebly Adkins, 11

A, ruibnpintd e g 11

Be Smart About the Next Car
Purchase When it
comes to buying a3 car,
going with one that's
used, rather than brand
new can help save thou-
sands, Caonsider this, 2
family purchased threse
wehides, all of which
were company demo ve
hicles, each with [ess
than 30,000 miles, and
each coming with e
tended warranties attached. The sawings for this family
were huge. Industry datd indicates that a new car will
lopse up to 40% of its value within avear of being pur-
chased, regardless of the number of miles on the sdome-
ter. Savings in excess of 510K can be gained by purchas
ing the previous year s model wehicle, pariiculady as the
newer year's models arrive an the sales lat.

Establish Savimes Targets aml Fi
nancalGoak

Consider each of these steps and determine which ones are
muost appli@ble, Best of ludo with the inancial goals set for
2020 and remember, it takes discipline and purpose. Happy
Mew Year and Happy 5 avings!
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St. John AME Supports Angel Trees 2020

Bob by 2d kins, 11

OnDecember 20, 2019, the 5t Jahn AME Prisan Ministry, in partnership with Prisan Fellnwshlp |"."|II'IIFtrIE! IPFM), the Alahama
MonYiolent Offenders Organizaton (ANYO), and the Huntsville Proba | i

won and Parole — Day Repoming Center (H3W-DRO), treated 20 local!

families te a haliday meal, presemed gifis to 40 children, and providad &

gift cards for 20 parents, each of whom are parfcipating in the Ala- £S5

bamaState Corrections Facility, Post Release, Three (3 Phased Integra- ff*_‘

won Prmgram. Matthew 25:40 reads, “The King will reply, Truly | tell

you, whatewver you did for one af the [east of these brothers and sisters

af mine, you did for me.”

Phase 1 and 2 persons received a stipend of ne more than 5192 per
maonth while atiending the program, which requires near full-ame par- cf
tcipanon. As such, most of the young men and wamen struggle with §

Mondey — Friday class schedule. The gifts provided by 51. John AME
betterensured that each child and famiby were able o enjoy the bless
ings af the Christmas seasan.

The DRC program is designed to assist recenthy released prisaners from Bm. Buhh‘y ;!.dh.u-s presents gitts: to the AP P-DRC personnel
State Comedional Fadlies with @ comprehensive wellness package are families

designed to enbance the reintegratton of parsans on parole back into

eueryday socisty.

Pastar Maurice Wright I, 5t. John AME

Church, Pastar/Teacher, opsned the

evant with prayer and spedal remarks.

Brother Adkins followed by leading the |

families thmough a saries af ice breakers,

to include ward games. Lunch was pro- K

vided -and sponsared by 5t lohn mem-i

bers, priarto the gifling porion of the

pragram. 5t Jehn AME members

stepped up in advance of the ministry

event by purchasing gifts during athree-

weelk perind between Thanksgiving and

Christmas, providing ower 100 presents

forthe 40 childran, representing 20 fami- Families (ower Eftand rght) were treatad
lies and adults, Cash and gift card dona- io lunch, games and giftcards

Wans excezded 5650, Miche ke Patri k(lower Bt - on the right)

prov ided acess to the HSY O BC for the Pre-
on Mingtry Ewvent

5t. lohn AME; tharks for all that vou didto suppoartthe Huntsville community, A specialthanhks is expressedtoSister Kay Ad-
kins and Samantha Adkins, who organized the received packages, purchased gifts using cash receiwed from members, and
wrapped addimenal gifts; and Sister Patricia Grier, who designed and provided Angel Tree tags foar each family padckage. Well
Done!
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AME Proud!

Congratulations! The Pride of 5t. John AME Church

Manah LorDalsia Gullatte gradu-.
ated fram Auburn Unkersity

The Junior Usher Board

with a Bachelor of Science De-|
gree in Apparel Design and Pra-
duction Management and 2 Mi-
nar in Human Sciences Interna-

monal Studies. M ariah will
begin work on her Master of
Science Degree in Hotel Restau-
rant and Hospitality Manage-
ment at Auburn inthe Spring of
T ——— 2020. While at Auburn Mariah

G ulette was Involved in many arganiza- kAR Sam Walton, Head Lsker, bar. Elle Johnson,
tions and worked with the Ath- M, Eddie White head, ir, Mr. Eijah Homel The Rev-
letics and Bverts Dept. She iz wery proud of being a emnd Maurce wnght, I, The Peverm Joretha

leader in submitting the most designs in her Senior Cap- Wrght, Mr.Mihael Cerkand pr. Daniel Haygood

stane Fashion Bvent andthat some of her designs were! | would rather be a doorkespsr in the houss of my God

shown an the Auburn University National Telewision | o505 dwell in the tents of wickedness (Psalm 24:10). The
Commerdal and published in the Auburn Research| (st john Junior Usher Board under the leadership of Mr.
M agazine. ‘Sam Walton is the pride of 5t. John. These voung men
serve becausethey have a desire to serve Inthe church, be
of service ta athers and please their parents. Mr. YWalton
serves af a mentarto the young men aswell a5 a trainer
cand guide.

Mariah is the daughter af Mr. & Mrs. Karl Gullatie, sis
ter to Mr. Josiah Gullatte and the pranddaughter of!
Mrs. Lorene Jones and the late Mr.Ernest Janes.

Congratulations! The Honorable

Congratulatons to the Rew- Val DEMi"EEJ L. 5. House

erend Or. JE-I'IHI‘FE.F O liver on Df HEPTESEI’ItEﬁ‘u"ES
her ordinamon in Novem-

L ber. Reverend Dr. Oliver is

an ordained Wnerant Elder
serving in the Sth Episcopal American |law enforcement officer

~and poliician who serves as thef

Urited States Repressntative fram

{Florida's 10th congressional distrct.

iShe served as Chief of the Orlando Police Department, the
first woman to hold the position.5he isa graduate of Flon-
da State University, Rep. Demings s married to Orange
County Mayar Jerry Demings, i a proud mpther to three
Patrick Claybarn at-5t. lohn AME Church, Pastar Olver sons, and proud grandmaother to five. Rep. Demings halds
has one daughter, lordan Pattersan. an  honorary doctorate of |l@ws from  Bethune
Cookman University. She is @ member of 5t. Mark AME
Church, Orlanda, Flarida.

Valder Wenita “Val” Demings s an

District, She is an Associate
The Pevermd Dr.lennifer finister of First AME
Olfer with The Peversmd
Kaurice Wright, 11 52 rant

Fastorofst. john AME ?
Church, Huntsy i, AL her calling under the leader-

Church, Pasadens, Califor-:
nia: Pastar Oliver received

ship. of the Rewerend ODr.
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Church School Lesson COverview — February 2020

The reviewswere writlen by Brather Kenneth Parham.

February 2, 2020

Lessan Title: Single-Minded Obedience

Lesson Seripoure: WMatthew 4:1-11

Print: Marhew4:1-11

Devetional Songs: “#377" [|, #242[], and #243([]

Key VWarse “. Waoarship the Lord your God, and serve only
lim.* M srihes 4:10 (MRS

In this lesson, the reader encounters Satan carrying out his
plan to destroy the relslionship betw=en man and God. 5&
tan has always been envious of the relatonships betweaen
God and Jesus and God and man. Satan has ahaaes wanted
to be like God [Isaiah 14:13). His plan was to get Jesus to
submit (obey and serwe) him, And afterfinding Jesus isolated
andweakfram fastng, Satan put his glan into achion.

Satan frst went after the basic needs of man. He tempted
Jesus by indicafing that Jesus should turnthe stones into
bread.. Jesus responded by quotng soipture indicaing man
does nat live by bread alone. |t istheonzed that had Jesus
salisied individual man's or humanity's craving, both Jesus
and Satan knew that man waswilling 1o surrender all in ar
der ta have basic needs met. And we are reminded that a
man can became se hungry that he will sell his Birth right-for
food.

Satan next, attacked thefaith relagonship betwesn man and
God Satanindicated to Jesus that Jesus should not hawve any
prablem jumping off the clifis knowing that “'God will send
His angels to bear Jesus up sa that Jesus feet will not dash
against stone.” lesus responded by indicating that scripture
also statesthat thou shall not put your God te atest. Hers, it
is being theonzed that Jesus knew that i 'he had jumped, or
even considered jumping, that He (as man would have
tempted God and questioned man's faith in God thus pre-
sermfing an epportune me forSatan to- oompete with Gad.

And finally, Satan transported Jesus to the top of the world
and showed lesus all the riches of the world, He indicated
that if Jesuswould just bow down before him: and serve him,
Satan would give lesus all of the rniches of the earth. Jesus
responded using scripture to indicate that believers are to
wiorship the Lord God and serve only Him. Again, it is being
theorzed that what Satan wanted to convey to Jesus was
that man possesses & spirit of greed and that greed will make
a manwaoership otherthings than God.

This lessan reminds believers that just as lesus used the

Word to rebuke evil, it is so relevant today that believers
reflact and lean on the Word when going through dificult
#mes in their lives, The lesson also emphasizes that man,
having freewill, is willing to choose to obey and to serve ei-
ther sin unto death er obedience unto righteousness
(Romans 6:16),

February 9, 2020

Tide: Fiety That Henars Ged

Lessan Serpture: Erclesiastes 5o1-6; Matthew 6:1-8

Print: Matthew &:1-8

Devotional Songs: #412 [1; §272[; and #243[]

Key Werse! “Beware of prachcing your pisty befare ethers in
arder 1o be seen by them; for then you have no reward from
vourFatherin heaven” Matihaw 6.1 [MRSY)

In this |lzssan, lesus taaches on the human nature while de-
ingeood deeds, while giving and while ofleringprayer.

Jesus indicated that some only do good deeds if and only if
they are recognized or rewarded by iman. And ifrecognitian
iswarranted fram man, then Jesus indiated that thersz is no
refward waitingin heaven.

Jesus indi@ted that while giving, the l&ft hand should not
know what the right hand is doing, One should net keep
account of what ane is giing ta God or others nar should
one expect any recogniion or reward in return, The gwer
should giveinsecret and God will reward openly.

And while praying, Jesus indicated that one should not be
like those who pray in the churches orin public using fanoy
words and repefive or caich phrases only to be seen by
men, Again, lesus indicated that these have already been
rewarded by man and should net edpect a reward in heaven.
desus indicates that when belisvers pray, they should goto 2
guiet place and withow being repewtive offer sincere re-
quests and God, wha hears in secret will anseer their re-
queste,

The Life Applicaion Study Bible commentary indicated that
the motives for doing amthing for God should be pure,

“Yeg, itis easyto dowhat is pood and what is ight for recog-
niion and praise. Butto ensure that mo#ves are not selish,
good deeds should be pedormed quietly orin secret and
with na thaught of reward. The acsthat performed should
be God-centered and not self-centered _. The reward God
promises is not material and 15 never gven to thoss who
seehit.”

i eapliraies Lo Lk J VI
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Church School Lesson Overview — February 2020

A il M ke JAU

Februzry 16, 2020

Lesson Title: The Prayer of Jesus

Lesson Scripture: Matthew B:5-15

Print: M arthew 6:3-15

Devetional Songs §215]; #251[]; and #243[]

Key Werser “Praythen inthizway . Your kingdem come. Yaur
will be done, on earth as it 15 in heaven Y Marihew 6:10
(MRS

Usingthe Life Applicaion Sfudy Bilble commentary, the prayer
that lesus taught the disdples is dissected below:

The phrasa Qur Father which art in heaven, indicstesthat God
it not only majesuc and holy, but personal and loving Thess
words -are used In an apening prayer 25 giving pralse- and
showing commitmentto God fverse 5,

Thy kingdom come and thy will be done 153 reference of God's
spiritual reign will be complete when allevilis done fverss 10).

Give usthis day our dally bread Here there is acknowledging
God beingiustainer and Provider. The faithful must trust Gad
daily to pravide what He knows they nesd (Verse 11).

Forgiwe us our debts as we forgive our debtors., Jlesus hem
gives a strong warning abaut forgiveness. If Chrishians do not
forgive one another, how do they expect God 1o fargive them ?
Because when balievers do noet fergive, they are denyingtheir
commoan ground 3s sinners leoking towards God's mdempiive
farpvenessand love fverse 12),

Lead us not into temptaton. Jesus is not implying that God
will lead peaple inte temptafian. He is simply asking far delne-
erance fram Satan and his deceitful acts. All Christians strug-
gle with temptawon, be it subtie or overt. God has promised
that He will not allow believers to ke tempted beyond their
endurance (verse 13

February 23, 2020

Lessan Title: Perseverance in Prayer
Lesson Seripture: Luke 11:1-13
Print: Luke11:5-13

Devotional Songs; #424{]; #345[]; and £343[]

Key Verse “Sol say fo you, Ask.and it will be given you;
earch, and you will find, knock, and the door will be
ppensd for vou.” Luke 11:3 (NESY)

In this lesson, Jesus uses a parable te demonsirate that
God will answer prayers.

The parable Indicated that one night while a man and his
family were aslesp st home, a neighbor banged on the
door awakening the man fram sleep. The man of the
house inguired through locked doors what the neighbor
wantad. The neighbor indicated that he was expecinga
wisitor but had no food to serve and asked if he could
borrow loaves of bread to feed hiswvisitor. The man de-
manded that the neighbor po mway, but the neighbor
persisted unml the man relented and gave the neighbor
what ha had requested.

desusindicated that so itiswith God, Through persistent
praver, God will hear the prayers of belizvers and grant
theirrequests

Church School mestseach Sunday at §:45 a.m,
Classes for all ages.
Everyone iz weleome!

Fsalm 119:105
Thy wiard is a lamp unto my feet and light unte my path,
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Church School
Eook Club

| 5 BOOK st

O

lanuary 2020 Dissussion Date: January 18, 2020
10:00 AM.—11:30 AN

The Mastermece, A Novel, Davis, Fiona, 2013

February 2030
10:00 AM.— 1130 AL,

Discussion Date; , February 15. 2030

Wore ta Life, Billingsley, ReShanda Tate, 20189

Freshly 45, Aja James knows her life is good, complete with 2
laving, wealthy hustand, well-adjusted children; and a beautful
home. ¥ et the truth is, she feals painfully urdulfilled, studk inthe
present, haunted by-a painful past, When & friend sugpess a
gifls' tripto atropical paradise, Aje hopes & change of scere will
also change her perspechive.

O wacaton, illed with fun and freedom, Ajais relieved ta find
her spiritslifting. But her good Ame also shines alight on what |s
troublingher from her siblings ta her husband-and kids, she has
spent nearly herwhole [fe:taking care-af everyone - except her-
ceff She has lost her spark. She has lost her (denfity.

Desperats ta turn things around, Aja makes an impulsive deci-
slon ~ane that autrages her family and that stuns her friends,
But it may alse be her wisest choice. Bacause itis anly through
learning whiat she could lose - and what i5:truly worth keeping -
that Aja an transiarm this temporary fix inte real, laswng happk
ness.. —Amazan

Celebrating the Life of
Samuel Harrison Peoples, Sr.

The Celebraion of Life for
Brother Samuel Harrisan Peo-
ples, 5r. was held an Manday,
December 30, 2019 =t 5t.
John AME Church.

Brother Peoples was a native

of Birmingham, Alabama. He

was educated in the Birming

ham City School System and

graduated frem A. H. Parker

High School in 18539, He
afended Miles College briefly before entering into the
UnitedStates Military. He began his areer as an infantry-
man. He retred afier serving for 27 years as a Maon-
Commissioned Officer. After his mtrement he warked for
Bosingfor 10 years unty]l 2010.

He was a man of faith. Brether Peoples rededicated his life
toJesus in 2016 while aftending5t. Jahn AME Church.

He wasa strang patriarch af hisfamily, and a good friend
toall he met. He was good fatherwho ahways took care of
his children and did the best he could to teach and guide
them. He was also 3 loving grandfather.

Beingthat hewas a miltary veteran, Pastor Wright's eulo-
gy was entitled, “Samuels Final PCS (Permanent Change
of Station) 2 term with which all military persannel are
familiar. The scripture reference was 2 Timothy and 2 Co-
rinthians 5:1. Three points were made regarding a "Good
Solider.” First @ pood solider must endure hardship, Sec
andly, 3 good salider must not get entangled in everyday
life. And thirdly, a good solider must please the Lord Jesus
for they know that this earthly house will inevitably pass
Feray,

Brother Peoplesis survived by his lovingwife, Sister M aen-
la Peoples, three sons, and & daughter, One godson, Ricar-
do Love. Ten grandchildren, four great grandchildren, ane
brotherand three sisters.

Brother Peoples wasloved and will be truby missed.
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

In the February Issue:

# A movingtributeto ourbeloved, Pastar, The Reverend Or. Homer Litdefield MeCall.

# Recopnitian of Founder's D&y and Bishap Richard Allem,

# Preparafion forthe 135th Church Anniversary af 5t. John African Methadist Episcapal Church.

ST, JOHN AME

That if you confess with your mouth, ®esus 5 Lord, Yang believe n your hearr
INDRNIC that God rosed him fraom the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103
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E Newsterrer &

st..John African Methodist Episcopal Church Huntsvilie . Alabama
Volume 25 Issue 2 February 2020

A TRIBUTE TO

The Man...
The Preacher...

The Legacy...

REVEREND DR. HOMER LITTLEFIELD MCCALL

I Have Only Just a Minute
by e, Bengamun £ Moy

I have only just a minute,
Omnly sixty seconds in it
Forced upon me, can’t refluse it.
DHdn't seek it, didn't choose it.
But it"s up to me
lo use il
I must suffer if I lose it.
Give account if | abuse ji.
Just a tiny little minute.
Febriatry 1, 1944 —November 22, 2019
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The Reverend Dr. Homer Littlefield McCall Appointed to

St. John AME Church

bREATER ST. JOHN'S DOOR T0 OPEN
FATHER'S DAY

i CEWSRATRLATIONG T THE PAITOR

OFFRCERE, & WEMBTRS OF (Wi gaedtid

CHICN UPOR THE COMPLETMN W TRDD [TNE
WE WEBE GLAD 10 AV REEN Cmt
AL GENERAL pibwTRALTIS
P TS P MOUAE ¢

[

BRLLTY COMETRUETIN CINPIHY
1 T AN

This aricle appearad in The Waakiy
Mews, on Wednesday, June 16, 1571
It was announcing the arrival af the
new pastor for 5t John AME Church,
following the unbmely and sudden
passing af the former pastar, the Rew-
erend Samuel Shelby Hereford.

The newly assigned pastor af 5t. lohn
was tm be the Rewerend Hamer L
McCall a3 native af Mantgameary, Ala-
bama.

He receiwed his B. A degres from
Marehouse College in 1963, with a
major in English, and minor in Frendh,
Rewerend McCall went on to afend
‘Yale  University Diwinity School from
1562-1964.

He had also pastoresd 5t Paul A.MLE
Church, Monteamery, ALand the War-
rior Circuit of the North Alsbama Con-
ferance.

Reverend McCall and hig wife, Mrs.
Mable Jones McCall moved to Hunts-
wille to assume their assignment at 51,
dahn.

L]

The Reverend Samuel 5helby Hereford
had labored diligently to build a brand
new edifice to honor God and Hispea-
ple. This new strucdure would hawve all
the modern cameniences that would
make a church relevant and insgira-
wonalin the future. The new 5t. Jahn
had bezn erected at a cost of ower
5175,000.

“It wias his ambiton to worshipin the
new sancduary an EasterSunday, but
God gave him a new seat inthe midst
ofthe company of the Fourand Twen-
1y Elders”
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The Man-The Preacher-The Legacy

or, Lee E. Willams, [

Upon unitng with 5t. Jahn AME Church, under Pastar M aCall as an affiliate
member in 1974, my wife (Rosetta A, Williams and | found Pastor McCallto be
full of faithfulnzsste his family, tothe church, ta Alsbama A&M University, and
to the Huntsville Community. Ahsays exhibing himself as the guintessential
family man, Reverend McCall was very rarely seen in publicwithout M rs. M cCall
and theirchildren. Whether at the barber shap, the grocery stare arinthe mall,
theywere toget her ahways,

At 5t lehn, Pastor MeCall served for more than forty vears while aflering all his
abiding hope in God, He gave the people in 5t John, and-outside, lowing guid-
ance and blessing wherever and whenever he could. He was well knowin
throughout the Connecwon far his fervent prayer life and impactiul sermons.
Such effechiveness led manmy to answer their @il to the ministry and esthers to
assume leadership pasimonsin the church.

Flugnt inthe French and English languages, Pastor MeCall served Alabama A &M

University as an instructor for as leng as he servad 5t John as a minister. His

students admired him and held him in very high esteem. Pastar McCall served
as Unmwersity Chaplainwhile serving Chrst in unigue ways in the classroom and during university gatherings. His objec-
wves were ahways to learn, to teach, to worship and to pray.

Ag @ notable minister in the Huntsville community and the Ninth Episcopal District, Pastar McCall demonstrated the
leadership gqualittes of paience, the collechive sipnificance of all persons, the power of prayer, the glory of Godliness,
and the sharingof spiritual gifis. He cansistently demoaonstrated the religionus principals of lave, hepe, peaceand jay.

Asmy pastorfermore than forty years, he never failed to call or pray for me when |was ill erto congratulate me when
I made a spiritual contribution to the growth of the church as a committee member, steward ortrustee. He was 2 sig-
nificant part of my spiritual development farwhich | shall farever be in his debt.

L L]

The rECallFamily

Front mow: e, & Mrs. Geald Gak| Teague with o ughtes
Genae & Zoe Teapue M & M. Home o [Shakira] BMeCall 11,
Bl & Bhs. Banyl (Sonya) Skepmrd. Me. Mabke McCalls
brother, Fr, Cakin Jones. Bach ww: Madeon Melall Arm
Taylkr lacob Belall Laoryn Shepm e and Zuri Shepad.
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Rellections on a Life Well Lived

The 5t.Jahn AMEN newsletier staff was asked to collect memaries from the congregaton on the impact Dr. McCall had an
theirlives. Here are just a few af the respanses,

Dr, McCall impaced my lifein many ways. | will start by remembering what a kind -and humble man he was, He was truby
dedicated to preaching God's word. Allyou had to do was mentan Or. M cCall’s name and anyone who knew him, immeadi-
ately without hesiamon spoke of him ashumble, kind, imelligent, family oriented and a devout man of God.

He was so appreciative of everything anyone did for him and his family. He abways followed any ac of kindness with a gra-
cious “Thank-you” note, na matter how large arsmall the thought.

| remember vividly the wme | asked him to offer prayer for my nephew who was crigcally il He prayed with me owver the
phone, then wisited him inthe hospital and prayed again. My sister-irrlaw who was there told me what 3 wonderful prayer
he delivered.5he was so impressed.

Or, M call was ahways so positive. | c@n stll hear him say, “The BEST isyet te come” ———-Mrs. Martha Smith

My memory of Reverend MeCall was onewhere, my nigce Mina Johnson, Sister Shermeka M cCoy and |, were thelast three
candidates who received bapiism from Rewerend MoCall This was on March 10, 2000, at Lirtle Indian Creek P. B, Church,
While, the acual bapsm, (emersion) was done by the late Reverand Kenneth Johnson, it was Reverend McCall wha read
the three af us imo full membership at 5t. lohn. | will alweays emember this special moment in my life.
———=RBratherlesse lahnson

I emember Reverend MeCall from AAM U due to his service as chaplain, | never had him as an instructar, 5o, my experignce
with Reverend MeCall was sfier | joined 5t. labhn AME. | respected Reverand but most importantly, | liked him. | liked when
he shared how hisfamily prayed together prior to leaving their home gach day. | thaught that was remarkable: | liked that
beingcoveredin prayerasyou beginyour day and the significance of prayer. | started to begin my day in prayerand Thanks
giving. It isa necessary habit that my husband and | have incorporated inour lives: 5o, Reverend revealed and personified
theimpartance af 3 prayer life. ———"Sister Jaudinette Purifoy-Fears

—_———— e e e

The Reverend Homer L. M eCallwas truly 2 blessing. He impacted my life in many ways. He was a prayer warrior. Hewould
go immediatelyto God In intercessory prayarwhen an issue was shared with hirm; early morning just prior to 2 surgical pro-
cedure; at a swearing in ceremany; during the illness and passing of my father. He wasz a shining example of devomon to
God and “practicingwhat he preached’.

The former pastor of 5t-John ‘was impactful also be@use of his posiive and encouraging demeanaor. In conversing wath Or.
MecCall, there were numeraus sermans and [/ ar spiritual nuggets shared, as what seemed to be-a natural byproduct of the
interachon. |twasablessingta know this Renaissance man, whose devetion to God and famiky served as an inspiration.

— —— [, Bndget Flayd
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Reflections on a Life Well Lived

| had the privilege of working with Pastar M cCall &t 5t John
AME as the church secretary for more than fifteen years. Asmy
spiritual leader he provided me the guidance | needed to live
and thrive as a commitied, Christian beligver.

The Reverend Dr. McCall was 8 great suppoarter of the Boy
Scouts af America. Dunng his years at 5t. John, the church
sponsared a Cub Scout Unit and a Boy Soout Troop. A number
of young men at 5t. lohn achieved the coveted rank of Eagle
Scout and took their place in sodety as suocessful professinnal
cifizens And hewasproud of each and every one of tham.

Therg weare many men who patlerned their |ives after Brother

MeEall and sttained success in their chosen profession and
adult life. The Brothers of Detta Theta Lamda Chapter, Alpha PhiAlpha Fratemity and this emtire cammunity will never far-
gettheimpact he made on our lives. ———~Col, [Ret.) James O . Heyward

[ — -.I, S SEE

Pastar M eCall was an encourager. He always had posifive words for everyone, Because of his encouragement | was able to
serve as editor of the 5t. Jehn AMEN far ower 20 vears. Although | had no experience in journalism, Pastor MeCall encour-
aged me and ahyays supportedtha ministry. — ———"%ister MNedra Mclanig|

To know Reverand McCall wasto love him. To serve and to be mentored by himwas 3 humbling and yet powerful expeari-
ence which | apply to my daily life as | encounter and ministerto others

——The Reverend Judith Gardner, Hamilton, Bermuda

What | remember most about Reverend McCall was his amazing ability to redte from memory, long verses of scripture
and leng stanzas of poetry. The poem, ] Only Hawve alMinute” was ane of his mest recited and was probably the shortest
compared to the poem “Mother ta Son,” [Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair), by Langston Hughes. The other posm |

remembzar him sharing was Rudyard Kipling's, “If.*

“If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, or walk with kings-nor lnse the common touch, If neither foes nor
laving friends can hurt you, if-all men count with you, but nenetoe much: If you can fill the unforgiving minute, with
siwty seconds warth of distance run, yours is the Earth and everything that'sin it, And-which is more-you'll b2 a Man,
my san,”

He had an impeccable memary, Even as hisheatth began to fail, he stll could greet members by name.

———D0igier Barbaralehnzon
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Reflections on a Life Well Lived

The Reverend Dector HomerLitlefield M cCall-
“A Gentlernan with a Cammen Touch, who Made a Difigrence”
By leanettie lanes

l-arrived in Huntswille, Alabama in 1976, and & was my instinct tofind an AME Church to atfend, since | had besn & membear
af 51. Peter AME Church in Fart %alley, Geargia all of my life. | was led to 5t. John by the late Dr. lean W. Bonner, farmer
Dean of Graduate Studies at Alabama AEM University (AAMU) and later leamedthe dose conneclion between AAMU and
S5t. John. The Pastor, Reverend McCall was dosely linked to bath, as Pastar of 5t. John and Professer and Chaplain at Alz
bama AEM University. Dr. MeCall and his wife Mable lones MeCall weloamed me with aap of his hat, 2 handshake and a
smile, just as @ gentleman would do and as | will ahvays cherish. Why, then, do so many individuals across the country and
threughout the connechion remember Homer Littlefield M cCall with such fond memaries? ¥What manner of man was ha?
After all, he was Just a man who was @lled to preach andto serve God with all af his heart and saul. Hea told his congrege
fwon, often, that God was hisfirst love, followed by hiswife Mable and his family, This love of God was reflected in how he
treated people and how he responded to life’s biggest challenges. Why did so many Bishops, religious feadersin other de-
noaminaliens, policians, dodors, lewyers, eduEtars and everyday people hold Homer so dear In thelr hearts? He was a
man with a common touch who never met a stranger and always paid afentiontothe “small things”, that mamy in his posi-
fion would ignore. Atthough hewas highly educated, he mentared many and was an example forallwho hadthe chance to
meet him. A roll call would produce 2 litany of individdals in the AME Church and around the country who were under his
tutelage. Thankyou were twowords that were second nature to Reverend Molall. If yau did the smallest af things far him
ar his family, you would get 3 big thank you, handwriien notes ora phone &l § he learned of an. illness or death inyour
family, he was thers to pray or call with 5 prayer. He did not stopthere, he made phone calls for spedal occasions ke birth-
days, anniversaries, Christmas and fora New Year's Prayer. The ather three words | associate with Reversnd McCall, sspe-
cially in times af conflict ar problems brought to his attention were, “Lets Pray About 1%, It was the small things that
touched meand the hearts af so many; and his commaon touch with people, that |=f lastng memaries of hisspecial care and
cancem far athers.

5o, what wasthe impact that Reverend Or. Homer Littlefield M cCall had, and why did we honaor him with the esiablishment
af @ scholarship In his name at Alabama AEN Uniiersity, 3 spedal day in February, Black Histary manth, at 51. Jahn AME
Church? He was just a manwho in his own way made a diflerence in the lives of those'who hadthe chanceto get to know
him and leve him.

| came 1o Alabama ABEM University In 1987 as an 18-year-old country girl | miet Reverend McCall my sophamore year, in
what would be the first of two classes (Humanies [-and Humanities [ that | would take. His lowve of the word and'the Eng-
lish language was evidant by the passion in hizvoice when he spoke. His love far his family was evident in how he took e
af them when they were with him on ampus Lasthy, his love for his church was evident In his weekly imvitalion 1o his stu-
dents. It was not une|l my senior year that | would have the epportunity to visit 5t. John, | then maleed that instructor
M cCall and paster McCall were anein the same:. Hetaught his studentswith the same passion and in the same spirit as he
taught his church family, The impact that Reverend had on my life led me to afdend 5t. John In 19592, and subsequently
charige my membershipfrom5t. Paul Baptst Church, to 5t.John AME Church In 1596,

Feverend McCall was an extremely compassionagte person with-a penuineg love ferpeople. | can remember the first ime my
muother visited 5t John, | introduced them and each Wme she would visit after that he always grested har by names, (She

A rand e T e
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Reflections on a Life Well Lived

F s s Ao Janie Al

lmved that)

"Il gave you with my fondest memoery.... During a brief hospital stay (you knewthe onewhere they only keep wvou 23 hours),
Reverend came to Crestwood Hospital on hisbreak, anlytofind that | had already been dismisssd. He called me after | mads
it hamea and told me that he had been to Crestwoed to vist with mes He apologized, we talked for a f=w minutes and then
hesaid (as only he could) "Lydia, | came ta the hospital to check an you and to PRAY with you, since | muldn -getthers be
fore your surgery,” He paused fora minute, asked my permission and began 1o pray for me over the phone. From then an,
anyhime | asked 2 question or had 3 situaton, hisfirst words were always "pray about it

Thank You Hamer, Sonya & Gale for shanngyeur father with so many Alabama AEN studentslike myself. He wastruly 3
GEM and ane of the BEST pzople I'veever mat.

——Mrs Lydia Owens FormerStudem

— e W ._.-'_ﬂq_-'..

Aewverend Homer L. McCall was a reversnt Godly man, an ideal family man whao loved hiswife and children, and an ideal
spiritual leader wha loved his church family, an ideal friend and neighbor who always treated syveryane with lave and re-
sped. Amiime you were in Reverend M cCall's presence, ane could abways feal God's sweet spirit of genuine love exuding
from the twinkle in his eves-and the smile on his face as he greeted you, His amazing legacy as a family man will 2heays [ve
an inthe hearts and minds of everyane who knew him ar knew of him. He taught the membership by example, that Tamily
ghould ahways “stick” together physically and spiritually,

Asan ideal Pastor, he was a shepherd of God, laving, compassionate, hanest, loyal and humble, teaching his congregaton
that through Christ, “The Best is yet to Come!” As afriend and neighbor, Reverend McCall, always had a word from en high
to lift yeur spirit, motivate, and inspire us to always put God first in our lives. Our loss is heaven's gain! Reverend McCall is
now inthe strong arms of Godwho says, "Well done, good and faihful servant. You have been faithful with a few things. |
will put you in charge of many things, Enterinto the joy ofthe Lord,” Matthew 25:21-23

——— Mrs. Mary Q. Rarkin, Neighbor

When | think of the Reverend McCall and hisfamily, | think of 2 man who loved God, loved people and the tasks he was g
gnto perform, He was 3 son, a husband, father, brother, an unde, minister, teachar, neighbor and a friend to: many.

My late husband Uerry) and | moved to Huntswille in June 15973; We immediately sought out the AME Church, beause we
wierg both AMEs, On owr first wisit ta 5t. Jahn, my husband recognized Reverend M cCall. They had aHended the same school
and church in Mantgomery and lived near each other. After service, Pastor M cCall greeted us, took our address, phone num-
ber and said, “I'll &l during the week.” Later that afternoon, he @lled and invited ustothe parsanage to wisit with Kis fami-

Iy. They had just brought the new baly gild homefromthe haspital, Our friendship began thatSunday aftemoaon,

Reverend McCall belleved in family. He leved his family and the 5t. Jahn family. He loved the babies, youth and the elderky.

(T it et o g A
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Reflections on a Life Well Lived

L) e A Qi S

He spent-alot of guality ime talking with the elderly. He would encourage the youth te study and miake goed grades. The
children laved him because hewas kind to them and had a quiet and calm manner in which he talked with them. He had an
open-door paliog at the church, The children could go in and wisit with him, in the affice, but most Bmesthey just wanted

some candy aut af his candy jar, and he obliged them:

Wewere neighborsin Cedar Paint. The McCall's would stop by the house on Sunday evenings to eat ice cream and talk. Rew-
erend McCall enjoyed-ice cream and a glass of cold water, somefmes two glasses. He was szl fied with the simple things in
lif e Aftererards the camersafion woauld tum tewards things:-happening in Montgamery. Mrs. M eCall named Reverend and

lerry, “The Montgamery Bays,” because Mont gomery was always their shared conversation.

Wewere neighbors and Reverend McoCall was our pastor, but we were also like family. Our children grew up topether,
played together and worshiped together. lermy and | were Uncle lerry and T-Gwren to Homer, Samya and Gale. Reverend was

Uncle Homerto Brian, but at church, hewas s@ll Reverend McCall,

Reverend MeCall was always there for my family arnd me. When my mother became ill, ke would @l and pray for her and
the family. Even after he had retired from 5t. Jehn, when our son becarme very ill, hecalled, visited and prayed with usand
for us, When our son died a few years |ater, the MoCall's’ were in Washington, D, C. with their children and could not be
with us-physically, but they were there spiritually. Due to theirmedical condittons neither Mrs. MeCall.or Reversnd was able
io aftend the funeral, but they informed lerry and me that a M oCall would be in afendance. And trueto their word, they

flews Hamer |1 ta Hurtsville for a few hoursto bring a message of condolence from them. That's & true friend.

Reverend took early morning strolls through the neighborhood before getiing started-on his daily tasks. He would walk and
meditate while everything was guist. Walking was one of the things he enjoyed. As a neighbor, hewas there for the needs
of the community, If things such as re-zoning forsome reason ara neighborhood meetngwas scheduled, he was in atiend-
ance to speak on behalf ofthess whowere geingio be affecded.

Reverend Dr. Homer Littlefield McCall my farmer pastar, was my neighbor, and —hewas my FRIEND.

———Deaconess Gwendolyn Baldwin

The Man.. The Preacher..The Legacy

Many persans could have been asked to share their memones, and many different narebtves would have been submitied,
because FPastar McCall impacted each persan diflerently. However, there was one apparent theme amaong all the accounts
summited, ‘and that commaon thread was that, Pastor McCall was loving. He lowved evenjone. It was also reiterated in the
ppening remarks af the eulogist, Bishap Frank Madisan Reid, |ll, that, “Reverend Dr. Hemer Littlefield MeCall, Loved the Pen-
ple.”

Thank yau ta each efyou whoe shared your thoughtsand memaries af the Reverend Dr. Homer Lirtlefield MecCall. ¥ aur heart
felt semiments made this special tribute edition possible

———=E8. Johnsan, Editar
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February 1st. Proclaimed Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall Day
i. Johreon

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 was avery historical day for 5t. John AME Church. Itwas during the church conference that the
congregafion was reminded that Sunday, February the first would have been the S0th birthday of the [ate Reverend Dr.
Homer L McCall. While everyone reflecded on that thought, Pastar Wright supgesied that the church would on % unday
honar his |legacy by proclaiming Sunday, Reverend Dr. Homer L McCall Day. A motion was then sflered statng that,
“Bwery first day of February would now and farevermore be proclaimed Reverend Or, Homer Lttlefield McCall Day.” The
moton receied @ rousing second and a hearty Amen in approval fram all present. Pastor Wright concluded by saying
"From this day forth, every first day of February would be the Reverend Homer Littiefield McCall Day.*
L

A resolution henaring the legacy of Reverend Dr. Homer Littlefield McCall swas composed

by Hunte=wille City Cauncilman Will Culver. Resalution Na. 20-50 was read intathe minutes

of the city coundl meeting on Thursday, January 23, 2020,

OnSunday, February 2, 2020, Councilman Will Culver visited 5t. lohn AME Church to read
and present the resolulion to the congregation and the family of the late, Reverend Or,
Homer Littlefield M coCall. Accepting the resalution was Pastor MoCall's daughters, Dr,
Sonya MceCallShepherd and Mrs. Gale McCall Teague. Three of the M cCall granddaughters
wiere alse present, Madisan McCall, Genae and Zoe Teague.

Hortsville City Coumnilman
Will Culbver

Courcilman WillCuker, Mrs, Gale Teague,
Dr. Sonya Shepherd,
Peveremd Maurke Wrght, I
Gemeand Zoe Teag &, Pesolution Mo, 20-50 sigred by the Huptsville City Council
on the 23rd dayvof Bnuwry, 2020 @
presemted on the 2nd day of Feb ruary, 2020
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The African Methodist Episcopal Church Celebrates Founder’s Day
i. Johreon

Psalm 78:56 states, “He decreed statues for S . g Jacob and established the law in |srael, which ke
commanded our ancestars to teach their X %) children, so the next generation would lkniow
them, even the children yet to be barn, and o0 they in turn would tell their children.” Celebraiing
Founder's Day each year fulfills that require- [ ! ment.

It would seem by now, everyone would il know the African Methodist Episcopal (AME sto-
ry, It seems redundant to repeat the same g story every year, but it is done intentianally, The
Richard Allen Story hasto be told over and ower again, so that the next generation, and the
generafon after that will know and under- BEhop Ric had Alken stand African Methodism. There are: new belisy-
ers joining the AME denomination every day 17 60-18 31 and it should be the purpose of =ach congregation
to tellthe stary, Soon the secand Sunday in February, AME churches across the nadon, pause
to recognize Bishop Richard Allen, the founder of the AME Church, and honor its history.

¢ 5t lahn AME Church celebrated founder's day as wiell en Sunday, Februarg 9, 2020, The
| waorship service opened with thE_ hymin of praise, followed by the Black Mational Anthem,
“Lift Every Woice and 5ing." Presiding Elder {retired) Oliver Allen, Jr. led the congregation
inthe imvecalion, praising God and givingthanks for the founder, Bishop Richard Allen for
his wisign far the AME Church, Warship confinued in dance, musicand spaken woerd. s,
Kaithn MeClung, an aspiring poet, shared an original piece entitled, “Grandma's Historg
Lessan.” A poem spoken esuberantly, chroniclingthe history of African people from ba-
| ing enslaved untl the curent Wmes. She received @ rousing ovalon at the canclusion af

her pigce.

The scripture reference for the worship service was Deuteranory 6:23, “But He brought
Ms. Faithn NEC lurg, Poet us aut fram there to bring us in and give us the land He pramised on oath to our ances
tors” The Reverend Maurce Wright, || chose as asermon #itle, “Look Where He Brought
us From and Let’s Keep Going” Pastor Wright began by reminding the cangregation of Frederick Douglass’ words, “There is
no progressywithout struggle Mo one succesds without a struggle. He followed this reminder with the fact that there is
stll workyetto be done. Reverend Wright admaonished the congregation to be mindful of three important points asto how
they are being kept. The first paint, he stated, "Tell the children that they have ceme frem an enslaved people, but God! k
was not luck arweakh, it was grace that brought us and grace has kept us. Grace the unmerited favor of God. We are sall
here bemuse of God's grace. Secondly, we have to keep an going. Thewarld isin crisis, trouble on everyside, Injustce sve-
rywhere, The churdy needs totake astand—stand up. Howewver, taking a stand does not come without 8 cost. Bishop Rich-
ard Allen stood up— and walked out of 5t. George's Church, Refusing te take anymore abuse. He took a stand. A stand
wihich made allthe difference ta future generattans, That is why we liave to keep going Standingforthe future generations
of children to corme. Lastly, a5 a denomination of believers, it isthe mission of the church ta remind Christians everywhere
thatthe lord ison ourside and God is stll on the throne, He premised an oath to our ancestors and He |s a proamise keeper
The African Methodist Episcopal Church will eontnue to prow and prosper. The warship service concluded with cooperate
prayeratthe altarand the singing of, "We%e Come This Far By Faith.”

The history of Bishop Richard Allen and the founding of the African Methodist Episcopal Church will cominue to be tald
each-and every year with the intentonal purpose ef infarmingevery generation. Amen.

The Richard Allen decumentary may be viewed at htps/ werw facebook. com fwatch)/ Av=204204-2119155900
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St. John AME Church Celebrates
Heritage Sunday

SEter Templers Stanky

Fek 3000
CalabmidinT™

E Eter uanita Was hirgton

The Revererd Maurice Wight, 0
Presil ire Eder|Ret.) Olveralle n, Peveramd Dr.Wims,
Brother Pegimld Peamon, MinEterof Musk
Stevardesses, Camlyn Puss and Paulette wWillams

Shter Aleyahwilams, Brother

: S st o phillip Pughand SEter Lacond ria
Deaco ress Brooks stewand Mashorda White SisterratncE Grer washingtan

h***************i
F*******‘*******ﬂ
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Cevotional Page

The Pevererel Donnam@arie Brown

We Have Come This Far by Faith

Inthe tradition of Black Histary Manth, the church celebrates a lifetime af how African Ameri-
cans have came this far by faith. African Americans have had ta leam overthe years how to
Inve andthrive in a country far away from their homeland. Fromthe wme of slavery uniyl the
present ime, they have leaned on and trusted Godto helpthem make itthmugh their srug-
gles bedause they knomw Hewlill never leave them ner forsake them.

In 1956, Albert A, Goodsan wrote the hymn, “We Hove Come This Far by Faith” for the Radio

Choir of the Fellowship Baptist Church in Chicagn, llineis. Not much is known about this mu-
sician and sengwriter; hawever, his hymn onfinues to be sungin most African American churches. The chorus ofthe sang
stll rings true to @ host of bellevers. The chorusto the song has & lot to do with acknewledging Goad and how the faithful
cannotturntheir backs onthe one who has néver failed them yet while lzarring to: live by faith through His Holy Word. The
choms of the songis as follows:

We've come this far by faith
Leaningonthe LORD
Trusangin His Holy ¥Word
He never failed me y=t
Ok @an'tturn arodnd
Wie've came this far by faith

Tharz are several scriptures that correspond to this hymm and its profound chorus, but the scripture that stands out the
most {51 Chronides 17:16 which says, "Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and prayed, “Who am [, O LORD
Gad, and what Is my family, that you have brought me thisfar?® From David’'s perspecave and looking back sver his life,
God had kept him, kisfamily and his kingdom foravery longtme: David knew God was going to raise up another persanin
hisfarmily to build the Lard's temple. Withthat promise in mind, David praised God and recognized he could not have mada

it without the Lord's help an his side.

While African Americans celebrate Black Histary Manth and rememberthe contributionsefthe ancestars, & mament should
be sat aside to think about how the faithful have leaned an the Lard through the rough wmes and trusted in His promises.
God made promises to everyone in His Holy Word that have come ta pass. |t iswell for all African Americans to always re
membertheir ralationship with Gad, He calls for all believers to walk by faith, and not by sight {2 Car, 5:7) far as long as we

e

Prayer, Thank you, O Lord, for bringing us & mighty leng way and in-
creasing our faith through the oppression of slavery and the trials and
struggles we are currently going thmugh. YWe could not have made it
this far without you. Increase oudr faith and help us to trust you more as
we |2arn more about your word. Let us never turn our backs on you
becauseyou havenot failed us yet,
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5t. John AME Begins Preparation for the 125th Church Anniversary

B. Iohreon

Happy 135th Anniversary 5t John AME Church! ¥es. 5t. John will celebrate having been
in the Huntswille-Madison County community fer 135 years this spring. 5t. John was
founded by Dr, William Hooper Council ten vears [1885) after he founded Alabama Agni-
cultural and Mechanical University (1875). 5t. John had an humble beginning in a barber
shop on YWest Holmes and Miller Street in downtown Huntsville, Dr. Coundll was ar-
dained an elderin the AME Church-and served asthe first pastor.

In 1800, the first church building was ereded an Church Street. Ministers serving 5t

John besides Or, Coundill were Reverends Fatterson, Shetton, Goodlow, Williams, Todd, B

Brooks, Mewell, Evans, Hill, Brice, Douglas, Cook, Thompson, 5con, Olwer, Woods, Lz 8

mar, White, Hughes, Howard, Stane, Dennis, Foxe, Hereford, McCall, Clayborn and our b

current pastor, the Reverend Maurice Wright, 11, In 1971 the church moved into a newly

erected facility at 229 Church Street. St. John ARE C hurt b

Preparafions have begun for the 135th anniversary of 5t. John. Mark your calendars. An array of events and achvities have
besn scheduled for the celebration.

Thursday, February 27, 2020 ... Organizer, Steward Marcus Hill
One Night Empowerment Revival, featuring the Reverend Dr. Jamal Harrison Bryant, 5 enior Pastor
Mew Birth Missianary Baptst Church, Lithenia, G&.

AlabamafBM University, T. M. Elmare Building, Doors open & 500 pm. Service begins at 6:00 pm

Friday, March 13, 2020_________ . Organizer (TBA) Family Skate Might . — ... Rainbaw Skate Center.....b:00—8:00 pm.
Saturday, March 14, 2020 Organizer, Sister Kay Adkins_______ Community Day af Service___9:00 arm to 12:00 noon
Sunday, Mareh 15, 2020 ChurchSchool at 845 am
Organizer, the Reverend Roberta M cCay, WorshipSerice at 10:00 am
Oreganier, Steward Abbiegail Hugine_._.... Histarical Marker Urmeeiling at 1230 pm
Organizer, Brother Reggie Pearson, ClesingService_...Anniversary Concert
Ferfarmance by AlabamaAEM Caoncert Band f 4:00 pm 5t. Jahn AME Church

Mareh 1-March 30, 2020__ . Organier, Stewand Sharon Butler— ... 1-35 (O neThiny-Five) Building Fund Campaign

This.isa church-wide celebration. Bveryone is encouraged to pardicipat e and gt invohleed.
The organizersforthe eventsare:
The Reverend Maurice YWright, Il Servant Pastor
The Reverend Joretha Wright, Executive Minister

Dr. Tanya Perry and Sister Barbara lohnsan
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5t. John AME Begins Preparation for the 125th Church Anniversary

51. JOHN AM -
HUNTSVILLE ST. JoHN AME

Sharing Fve Word, S=2rwing Thi Peapie.” " r
ALABAMA ABM Ut _ &r\'

| _
[

*' ' Celebrating Black History Month

_

EX) ey, iZ) Z. J};ﬂmf @-yﬁfzf

ONE NIGHT EMPOWERMENT REVIVAL
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020
6:00 P.M.

T. M. ELMORE BUILDING / ALABAMA ASM UNIVERSITY

%};m Lj.: LQ““/%}. 57%;55;?;-

Doors Open at 5:00 p.m.

PRESENTS

PrREMIERE DENTAL SiEA — - SERVIST ST BAMEK
ALIERT E FLORST i g : RICHK SILMOOE
ROoYalL FUNERAL HOME THE LiocE GRoUP
MaATHEMY GOLOMON ARCHITESTS RIiCKEY GOBa—FEDWaRG JONES
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February-Heart Healthy Month

Bosemany Walls

5t. Jlohn AME Church has been gifted with-a new, |if e-sawing device. The Health Minis
A“‘Tﬂ“ﬁrl: try, under the advisemeant of Sister Rosemary Wells and Sister Roselyne Machen,

e bath of whom are healkh m@re professionals are in the beginning stages af promofng
EITEHH#L and securing training for membears onthe use ofthe AED, Automatc Bxtemal Delib-

DEFIHHILLATEHE rillator.

The American heart Assocation recommendsthat AEDs (Automanc External Defibri-
latol be available in public and/ar private places where large numbers of people

gather

What exacthy is-an AED? An Aumtomatic Bxternal Defibrllator is a light weight, battery-operated portable device that checks
the hearts rhythm and s2nds a high energy electric shockthrough the heart. The high energy electric shock is called defibril-
lzton. The aim of this shock iste retum a heart to s normal working state § it poesinto cardiac arrest. When the AED is

applied propery to the chest, it assesses the heans rhythm, detemines if a shockis needed, and provides ashockwhenthe
rescuer presses a buton.

The AED has easy-to-follow visual and audible prampts A sheck cannot be given acoddent-
Iy. The machine will not deliver a shock unless the heart [s inwventricular ikrillavon orver
tricle tachycardia. CPR without defibrillaiion in these instances is fumle. In sudden cardiac
arrest, each minute without defibirillaion decreases the vichm’s survival rate by 10 per T

cent. Bvery minute spent wamng far an ambulance counts and the sooner the AED. is Ir"'w‘..“-,_ﬁ1

aitached and readisd, the betier the vichim's chance. P A S rpr fraining

Onez ofthe best waystotake the scary out of usingan AED, as with many other things, 15 a good ald-fashionesd dose of prac-
hice

The Lenten Journey 2020

Lent is a liturgical seasan which lasts 40 days, excluding Sundays and is celebrated by Chrisians across the world. Lent al-
ways begins on Ash Wednesday and ends an Holy Saturday, leading to the season of Easter Tide. Lent'is representanive of
Jesus’ being led into thewilderness by the 5 pirit for 40 days and 40 nights. Durngthis fime He endures great temptation,
but is able to withstand the temptations of 5atan. Just as lesus"#ime in the wilderness prepared Him for His three years of
ministry, the church uses this 40 day seasan in preparaton aswell First, the 40 days prepares the Church to appropriately
remember Jesus ministry and ulimate sacrifice, This is wihy the season leads to Resurrecon Sunday, Second, Lent helps
the Churdh to prepare collecwvely and individually far its continued ministryinthe world.”

Marmy Christfans abserve Lent; but each cammunity determines the particulars, each choosing their emphases for the ses
son. Spedal preparation is usually made forthe high holy deys: Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Haoly Saturday, Most commoanly communmes of faith observe this season through worship services, prayer,
fasangand i!lr'rl.tgi\'.rir'lg.J

S5t. lohn AME will begin its Lenten season of preparation on Ash Wednesday, February 26th with the disposiening of ashes
gt the 12:00 neon and 6:00 pm Bible Study, The Weekly Call to Prayer will be iniwated on Wednesday, February 26th at
EO0pm and every Wednesday there after. The community-at-large will be called to warship in 8 One-Might Revial, which
willbe held, Thursday, February 27th at 6:00 prm-at Alabama AZRM University, The entire congregatian will be called ta fast
and pray beginning Wednesday, February 26th in a church-wide Danie| Fast.

18 2 Clayborn, Patrick, “The Lenten Journey 2013 A Lenten Season Devetional, (2013).
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Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Cha ieie Bs s

Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall's Vision
to Feed the Mulitude

“Rememberto welmme strangers becausesorme wha have

done this hewve weleomed Angels wit hout knowing it
tHebrews 13:2 NIV}

S5t. John's Soup Kitchen Ministry began in the fall af 2002
underthe leadership of the Reverend Dr. Homer Littlefield
McCall. At a fall Stewardess Board Meewng, Stewardess
Charlsie Brooks with the Paster's support praposed that
the church farm a new ministry. The goal presented was
thatthe ministry would use the yvehice af “Faog” to feed
the kingdom by providing excellence in quality and service
to allwhe would come fora meal, Thisministry, which was
by any means unigue mow, was a newvisien farthe church,

Stewardess Brooks, a life-long AME, was encouraged to

hegin this ministry after visiiing her sister's AMEC wihere
she s firsthand a church that offersd & hot meal while

sharing a souree of “"Good Mews" and fellowship with pear
sans transported there from a local agency,

Rewverend MeCall and Mrs. McCall were in accard and the
proposalwas offered to the Stewardess Board and was ac
cepted. There were several questions as well as shephcs:
(1) It is dangerous, we are downtown, (2) Where would the
food comefrom? (3] Do we need spedal licensing? After
deep prayers and agreement, anseers came: After darifi-
cation from city food inspectors we wera told to procesd.
Members would be asked to donate monthly, soup and
ingredients far sandwiches. Mealsweuld be served an site
and male church valuntesrs would come to monitor. At
that ime no monegy was allofied fram the church finances.
The support came from individual membears.

Howrewer, we were off io a slow start. On occasians we
stood autside to wan'e peaple in. SisterBrooks carried fly-
ers to outreach agencies and shelters. Interest began to
slowly build, A sign was hung out and people noficed.
Downtown businesses nofced and secretaries looking fora
lunich acthivity even stopped in to valunteer. One banksrs
business often dropped ofl cookies and other food items.

Godwas graning an increases,

Channel 19 TY Stawon, aur neighbor, notrced and came call
ing. They stopped by to do a feature for their Cammunity
Aflairs Broadcast. We madethe newsand many came.

The eflart to feed and fulfill the neesds af the community may
have begun slowhf, however, by 2016-17, the 5t. lohn Soup
Kitchen had served ower 5,000 meals! The accomplishment
wias highlighted in the September 2017 issue of the 5t. lohn

AMEN newsletter (Feeding of the 50000 and reprinted in the
October 2017 issue af The Christion Recorger. And the num-
bers continue to grow.

Astime passed, Reverend Or, Patrick Oayborn was appointed
to lead5t. John. Hisvision was totake the soup kitchentothe
next level. The soup kitchen began affering meals bi weeakly
under hig leadership and was induded as a line tem in the
yearky budget.

Under aur current pastor, the Reverend Maurice Wright, |,
the budget for the Soup Kitchen has increased to include
sufficient funding to feed the ever-increasing numbers who
Come.

Food is delivered to neighborhood shekters and a Cammunity

Center that provides homes far displaced youth, We also de-
Iwer meals with lowve te our sick & shut in members by aur
Caregivers Prayer and Aespite Minisiry members.

Qur Kitchen Service Ministry now serves hot meals and soup
twice manthly. We alse serve for many ocasions and espe-
ciglly for families of our deceased members, Wea Serve with
Love:

We appreciate and thank Pastor MeCall far his wisian to open
the doors of 5t. John as-a mainstream ministry which feeds
anyone who cames. His legaoy will live on, aswe confinue to
fulfill the request to fesd the hungry and share the “Good
Mews.”

We pgive God the Praise Amen.

L]

Sexual Harassment Training Worksh op 2.
Saturday, March 14, 2020 e

1:00 pm, 5t. lohn AME Church 4!

Mandatary Requirement for
all officers, ministerial staff, trustees, stewards, secunty
team, ministry leaders,-and those working with
children and youth,
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AME Froud!

Congratulations!

ww |History was made in
Spotsyhkania County, ¥ir
ginia, when Deborah
Harmilton Fraziar awas
sweiorn in as the first Afri-
can American ever elect-
ed tothe Board of Super-
wisars.

The swearing in ceramo-
ny was performed by
Jdudge Ricarde Rigual an
December 17, 2019.

M. Abbepail Hugire, herse-
ter, M5, Deborah Hamilton,
FrRzeram Tk Honomble

Julge Ricardo RiE W,
Frazier, who serves as

the Chancellor Middle Schesl Frincipal, knodiad off in-
cumbent Paul Tramps, the current chairman of the
board, towintheSalem District sest. Educabon satop
prority for Frazier as well a5 afordable housing and
trEnspartaion

The Board of Supervisors sets county policies, adopts
ordinances, apprpriates funds, appraves land rezoning
and spedal e{cephons to the zoning ardinance, apd
carries aut ather responsibilities set forth by the ounty
coda.

Deborah Frazier is the sister of Mrs, Abbiegail Hamitton
Hugine and the sister-in-lawof Or. Andrew Huging, Ir.

The Pride of
5t. John

The Trustess afthe church
are entrusted wsith the
care and maintenance of
the church facility,
grounds and other duies
as assipned. The Trustees
are naminated by the pas-
tor and elected by the
members of the Quarterly
Conference. Each elected
trusteeservesforans year.

Brothers Enn Pippen, member
Boa rd of Tnetess
St. John AME Churh

Brother Glenn Pippen has been the excephion. Brother Pip-

pen has been gleded to the Trustee Board by the members
of the Quarterly Conference forty-three fimes and has|
served forty-three terms. Thirteen of thase forty-three

years, he served as pro-tem af the Board of Trustess.

Brother Pippen atfributes his effeciiveness as a Trustes to

his full cammiitrnent to serve God and mankind.

Brother Pippenisalso @ member of the S+Auxillary, The
Lay Organization, the Senior Usher Board, sings inthe Male
Chorus, and has been a member aftheSans of Allen.

Heis married to Mrs. Begena Fippen. The Fippen's have
two adult children, Paulaand Glenn (Rashida) and two
granddaughters, Kyra ad Keely.

Congratulations!
Three5t. John AMEmembers, Mrs. Erice Harbin, Mr. MarcusHill.and Mrs, Lydia Owens, recently passed the PMF Projea
Management Professional Cerification Examing. The Project Managemeant Professional (PMP) Cerification is am internz
tionally remgnized professional designation affered by the Project Management Insttute (FMO. As of Aupgust 20185,
there were 932,720 active PMP certfied individuals and 300 chartered chapters across 218 countries and territories
worldwide, The exam is based anthe PMI Project Management Body of Knowledge.

MArs: Erka Harbin

Mrs. Harbin serves an the Steward Board and has besn a Missile Defense Contractor for the
past 9 1/2 years. She is employad with ERC {Engineerng Resaarch and Consultng Inc a3 a Busi-
ness Felations Manager and serves as the ERC HEY site lead for IRES ontract.

AL e o plide 4 VI
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Church School Lesson Overview — March 2020

The Lesson reviewswere whnitien by Brother Willie Sandifer.

Nareh 1, 2020

Lesson Title: & Call to Accountability

Lessen Seripture: Amps &

Print: Amos5:18-24

Devotional Songs “#377" [| #272[], and £243[]

Key Verse; “Let Judgement run down as waters and right-
eousas amighty stream.” [Amos5:24).

Farthis guarter, these |essons are drawn fram the book of
Amuos;, Micah, Habakkuk, and Malachi and comprise thirty-
three percent ofwhat are referrd to as the Miner Prophets.

Amaos stood sut in two ways. Frist, he had a job and returned
to it after giving his prophedes. Second, he was from the
southern kingdom, Judah. The Lord commanded him to
speak hismessagetothe Northern of Isragl, He said the most
abaout |srael’s sins.

farch & 200

Lessan Title: A Prayer for Justice

Lesson Seripture: Habakkul 1

PFrint: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 14-24

Devotional Songs: #412 [ #258[]; and #243[]

Key Verse: "Wherefore lnokest thou upon them that deal
treacherously, and holdest thy tangue when the wicked de-
woureth the man that is mare righteous than he.” [Habakkulk
1-13h).

Habakkuk is amangthe Minar Prophets. In his book no kings
are mentoned of either srael orof Judah. The book @Enap
phy to virtually amy similar scenario.

The lesson text (mtroduced Habakkuk and his grievance to
the Lord. The author of the commientary compared Habak-
kuk's heated expression and way of speaking with the Lord
to the way lob spoks hisfrusiraion with the Lard. Although
the author peints sutthat the reason for Habakkuk and Jab's
gueshons are not the same.

Mareh 15, 2820

Lessan Title: Consegue nees for Injusties

Lesson Scripture: Habakkul 2

Print: Habalkhkuk 2 :6-14

Devetional Songs: 7 7[1; #251[]; and #243[]

Key Varsal "Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood,
and establisheth a city by iniguity® (Habakkuk 2:12). Like last

wieek's lgssan, this lessen is taken froam Habakkuk, Hs is
standing on the tower walting for the Lord's reply to his
complaints, The Lord tald him to capture what he was about
to be shown an tablets: A messenger could then delverthe
“wislon.”

The average Chaldean leader's lavd ess, arogant atbitude and
Iifestyle was detalled by the Lord. Thus, making it known
that God was aware of their faults theugh, God =wll khad
warkfarthemto accomplish.

Two of the five woes are covered inthis lessen. The first woe
cowverad judgment, which is reflected against the ane who
steals. This winlated |srael’s gighth cammandment, The sec-
ond woe spoken by Habakkuk brought attenton to the Chalk
deans covetousness, which brake the tenth commandment.

Mareh 22, 2030

Lesson Title: An Argument Against Corruption

Lesson Scnpture: Micah 36

Print: Micah 3:1-3, 312, 6:6—28
Devetional Songs: #3644 #345[; and #243[]

Key Verses: "He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good;
and what doth the LORD reguire of thee, but to do justh,
and te lowve mercy, and to walk humbly writh thy
God? (Micah B:8),

Micah is one of the twelve Minor Prophets. His ministry was
inthe latter part of the eighth century BC. During his lifet mea
there was turmall and uncerainty for the nerthern and
southern kingdom, Israel-and Jludah, respectively, The Assyri-
ans weare @ huge threat to the northern and southern king-
doms. They were the means by which God amied out His
judpment. The capital city af Samariafellin 722 BC.

The lesson text far this week comes fram the third chapter
of Micah, The language is similar te that previadsly found in
lesson 3 that came fram Habakkuk 2. Habakkuk described
the conduct of the Chaldeans. Micah, however, s describing
the behawviar of lsrasl. A people that should have known
better.

March 19, 3020

Lessan Title: Need for lust Leaders

Lessan Senpture: Malachi 2; 3

Print: Malachi 2:1-9

Devetional Songs: #377[; #25[1; and £243[]

Key Verses: "If ye will nat hear, and if ye will not lay it to
heart, to give glory unte my name, saith the LORD of hosts, |

i eapliraies Lo Lk J VI
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Church School Lesson COverview — March 2020

i M g J AU

wiill even send a2 curse wpon you, and | will curse your bless
ings:wea, | have cursed them already, because ye da not lay it
to heart” (Malachi-2:3.

Inthis lesson the problems addressed by Malachi are similar to

those problems Israel faced in the fifth century BC in the iime
of Mehemiah. Nehemiah had traveled from Persiaie Judah 1@

rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.

Some problems that both Malachi and Mehemiah addressed
included mixed marriages, the failure to Bthe, and corrupt
priests. The aberrant leadership wrhich Micah spoke fervently
against had resurfaced in Malachi's day, It was as unpleasant
tothe Lord in Malachi's #ime just asit wasin Mimh's.

Chureh 5cheel meets each Sunday at B:45 a.m.
Claszes for all ages,
Everyane is welcome!

LLE ]

AME Proud!

Weekly Prayer Call

During Lent, there will be a
lweskly  Prayer Call  each
Wednesday at 5:00 pm starfing
an February 26th, Ash Wednes-

dany.

The Prayer Call credentals are;
Dial in number: 1-530-881-1212

Meeting code: 876-863-940

I vou miss the Wednesday Spm =, yau may call in far the
replay.

The replay number is: 1-530-881-1219

Meeting code is: 876-863-940

Please joim the Prayer Call each week and together we
can keep each other encouraged and uplified.

LA VAT g T

i

MF, Mare s Hill

BAFs. Lydia Owens

Mr,
Board and has keen employsd
with SAIC Sdence Applicatons
Imtemamonal Corporafon since
15597 and Is currently an IT PO
B Portfolio Manager/ Senior Pro-
gram I anager.

Hill serves on the Steward

Mri Owens is @ member of
the Senior Usher EBmard
and the AMEN MNewsletter
Staft. She iz employed with
Leldos Carporation as a Sen-
igr IT Pmject Manager.

" VOTE

Primary Election
Tuesday

March 3, 2020

Polls open at 7:00am
Close at 7:00pm
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Church School
Eook Club

¢ BOOK -

February 2020
10:00 AM. —11:30 AN

Discussion Date: February 15, 2020

More ta Life, Bilingslzy, R=Shonda Tote, 2018

March 2020 Discussion Date; 21 March 2020

10:00 A.M. —11:30 A.M.
Big Little Lies, Moriorty, 2019,

A murder... Atragic acadent... Or just parents behaving badly?
What sindisputable isthat semeaneisdead.

Madeiine isaforce to be reckoned with. She'is funny, biwng, and
passignate; she remembers everything and forgives no ane Ce-
leste is the kind of beaunful woman who makesthe world stop
and stare, but she is paying a price forthe (llusion of parfecion.
New to town, single mem Jane isso young that anothermathar
mistakes her for @ nanny, She mmes with a mysterious past and
g sadness beyond her years. Thesethres wiomen are at different
crossroads, But they will all wind upinthe same shocking place.

Big Little Lies iz a brilliant take an ex-husbands and second
wrives, mathers and daughters, schoalyard scandal, and the little
ligs that can turn lethal. — Amazan

_5 - r The Daniel Plan
'\ s
B3 & 40 Days to a Healthier Life

Thisbookand other resourcesare
available on Amazon. com.
Hardcopy inew) 515, 859 +5H

oras low as 51.89 [used) +5H

Warren, R, Amen, 0., Hyman, M. (2013, The DonseiFian:
4 Doys o o Heoithizr LUfe Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Zondervan.

Celebrating the Life of
Mrs. Alberta Jefferson

The Celebraton of Life for Mrs,

| Alberta lefferson was held on
Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 5t.
Jahn AME Church,

Mrs. leflersan was born In Or-
angeburg, NY. S5he was the
daughter of Frank MdDaonald of
Dacatur, AL. and Hortense Boshc
of Philadelphia, PA,. She padust-
ed in 1971 from Clarkstewn High
Schoolin Reckland County, NY.

Mrs. Jefferson and her family lived in 5pring Valley, NY for
35 years. She was employed by LeCroy Corporation aof
Chestnut Ridge for 2% years, and DORS Inc. af Drangeburg,
MY .

She meved te Madisan County, Alabamain September of
2007 and united with 5t Jahn AME Church in 2009, As a
member of 5t. lohn, she attended Church School on 5 un-
day marnings and was very acive in the Mass Chaoir, Ewve-
ryonecarroborated the facd that she loved singing.

Mot only did she enjoy singing, but her hushand of 4&
vears, Mr. Robert Jefierson, atiested to the fact that she
wias avery kind person. This same aftribute of kindness
wias affirmed by Sister Laraine Parham in hertributeto
Mre. leflersan.

The Reverend Maurice Wright, || preached the eulogy
from Psalm 40:3, “And He had put a new song in my
rmauth, a hymn of praise to our Gad. Many will see and
faar and put their trust in the Lord® Sermeon topic was:
“Ive Learned to Live Holy.” Three points were emphasized
inthissermon regarding & new song, 1) the krics are en-
joyable, 2) everyone can sing aleng and 3) every sang has
apoint where there is modula@ion-moving up a litile high-
erin toneand pitch. Pastor Wright summarized by saving,
“Sistar Jeflerson, modulated fram sicknessto rest”

Sister leflerson was lowed by ler immediate family and
her church famiby, She will be truly missed.
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103

That if you conafess with your mouth, “lesus 5 Lard, “and believe i your heart

INDRIC

Febrm v 2030 Fape 24



LI TEER

A.M.E .Newsierer W

St John African Methodist Episcopal Church Huntsvilie, Alabama
Volume25 Issue 3 March 2020

SAINT JOHN

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CELEBRATES

Mamh 30 Fage 1



5t. John African Methodist Episcopal Church

Celebrating 135 Years of Service
“Shanng the Word.. Serving the Peaople

5t. John A. M. E. Church History

St. lahn African Methadist Episcapal Church is in the South Birmingham-Huntswille-Bessemer District of the Marthwest
Alabama Conference of the Ninth Episcopal District of the African Methadist Episcopal Church.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church wasthe first major religious insituton for African Americans. The church was
feunded by Bishop Richard Allen in 17E7 in Philadelphia. The church began as a protest against radal injusiice to war-
shipers of African descent at 5t. George's M ethodist Church. Thefirst organization was known as the Free African Society.
In 1816, the church held tsfirst General Conference and elected Richard Allen the first Bishop. Today the church has mil-
lions efmembersand tewenty Episcapal Distrid s in Marth and South America, England, and Africa.

The Minth Episcopal District consists of the state of Alabama and the presiding bishop is The Right Reverend Harry L 5ea-
wright. The Minth Distrig was originally the Seventh Episcapal District. It was officially farmed at the General Conference
af the AME Church in 1868, Bishop John ¥W. Brown was assigned asthefirst bishop, Between 1868 and 1920 the district
was geopraphically reorganized several fimes and at different imes Alabama was attached with Florida, Geargia and
South Carolina. In 1920, Alabama became the Ninth Distict. Currentlythe district has five monferences,

Bishop Henry McMeil Turner erganized the North Alabama Conference, beginning with Greater5t. Paul AM.E. Church in
Flarence, AL in 1878, The North and ¥West Alabama Canferences were combined and the Presiding Elder Distrcts rea-
ligned under the [eadership of Bishop James L. Davis, 5t.lohn isintheSouth Birmingham-Humtsville-Bessemer District of
this conference. The cument Fresiding Elder is Reverend Bruce W, Hunter.

S5t.lehn Hunmtsville was organized by Or. William Heaper Councill and othersin 1885, The first church serviceswere held in
a barber shap on the corner af Miller and West Holmes Streets. Or. Councill was ordained an elder inthe AM.E. Church.
In addimon to arganizing 5t. John and serving as the first Fastor, Or, Councill wasihe founder and one of the most distin-
euished presidents of Alabama Apricultural and M echanical University. In 1900 the first church building was erected on
Church Street:: Ministers serving 5t. Jahn besides Dr. Councdll included Reverends Patierson, Shelton, Goodlow, Tedd,
Brooks, Mewell, Evans, Hill, Brice, Douglas, Cook, Thampson, Smtt, Olver, Weoods, Lamar, White, Hughezs, Howard, Stene,
Dennis, Fox, Hereford, MeCall and dayborn. 5t. John's current minister is The Reverend M aurice Wright, |1

In 1971 the church moved intoa newly ereded faclity st 229 Church Strest: From this strategic locabon at the corner af
downtewn Huntsville, 5t John opened itz doorstothe cammunity. The many civic and culttural events hosted by 5t Jahn
induded MAACP meetingsand programs, ingugural prayer service forthe President of the City Council of Huntswille, gradu-
ation forthe Phoeni Program, Greater Huntsville Interdenemina@anal Ministerial Fellowship and Interdenominaaonal
Ministerial Spouses Associafion services, woter registabon, Alabama Democratic Canference meehngs, Race Unity Pro-
grams, and the origination paint forthe NAACP Annual Marn Luther King Ir. March.

5t. lahn cantinuesto have a sirong affilianon with Alabama AEM Uniersity through its members, autreach to students
and financial support. Transportation |s available for students who desire to atiend worship. Four of the eleven presi-
dents of Alabama A&M University have been members of 5t. John; the founder and first president, Dr. William Hooper

Coundll, the eighth president Or. David B. Hensan, the ninth president, Dr. loahn T, Gibsan, &r,, and the eleve nth president,
Or. Andress Hugine, Jr.

5t. Jahn has achve ministies for members and the cammunity, The church purchased 53 acres of land in northwest
Huntswville in 2008 and an expansion committes is currently making plans forfuture use afthis property,
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Devotional Page
Rewverend Do nranarie Brown

Thus Far the Lord Has Helped St. John AME

5t. Jahn African Methodist Episcopal Church will be celebrated 135 years as-a church,
with @ growing and thriving membership. Net many churches can attest te this type
of langevwity. The stansiics are alarming. The research indicates that every year mare
than four thousand churches dese their doors, while anly about one thousand new
churches-are started.” Itis reported that churches are closing every day for one reason
or anather. Sometimes churches dose their deors due to. a lack of finances and sup-
portfram the congregants. Sewveral churches have closed amidst some alleged scandal.
And stll others close bemuse members leawe the church to attend other churches,
wihen a new pastor is assignedto the church. Monetheless, 5t. Jehn has bzen able to
withstand the test of fime. it'is now ableto celebrate a great milestone in the history
of the churdy and the Huntsville-M adisan County Community. What a tremendous
blessing and occasian has been provided with the help of the Lord.

5t John AME Charch

Secripture speaks tothisin 15amuel 7212, New King James Yersion (MK, “Then 23 Chumh Street, Huntsyille, AL
Samuel took 3 stone and set /T up between Mipah and 5hen, and called s name

Ebenezer, saying, Thusfarthe Lord has helped us® Samuel's placement of the Ebenezer stone recalled not the names of
the dead, but the living Lord Ged, the Helper of His people. Ebenezer means "stone of help” ar “stone of the Helper®. The
explanation af the name, Thus farthe Lord has helped us, can mean “as faras this geographical spet”, which fits the acoa-
sion af5t. lehn's 135 year anniersary as well. Many prayers have been anserered in the pastto contnue to keep5t. John
standing and to encourage its faith in God for future blessings. The congregation will ahvays confinue to praise Him far all
that is past, and trust Him farallthat isto come,

In continuation af the praiseto God for bringing the church thusfaras a congregation,
the members should praise God for how He has brought them thus farintheir persanal
ltwes, They should consider how God has brought them as believers thus farin their
relaffonship with Him. They should consider how God continues to keep them intheir
current localion (ie. home, job, marriage; schoel, church membershipl. Than as
strong, commitied believers, they should praise Him everyday. They should place a
spiritual Ebenezer in their |ives to recognize Hirm as their help. F so, then their faih
should soar! Thers should be an increase in theirtrust. Believers, be enmouraged your
faith in God for future blessings, will be given by the Spirt of God whe is your helper
-and guide.

ComerSione fmm ik fist
5t lohn AME at 218 Charch Street
Humsville, AL., Built in 1500,

Prayer: Lord, help uste place-a spirtual stone, a marker, in aurlves. Show us how you have brought usa mighty langwray
and to see & bright future as we await your Son's return. We recognize you as our personal Helper. May we confinuetio
pray and praise youforbringing us thus far, by |fing up our eyes to the hills, recognizing where our help comes from, We
know sur help comes fram you Lard who made heavan and earth. Amen.

* Krejdr, Richard, Stawstics and Reasonsfor Church Decling, wwe. churchleadership.org, 2007
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Cne Might Empowerment Revival
with The Reverend Doctor Jamal Harrison Bryant

It was promoted as 2 one night empowermient revival with renowned
preacher and teacher, the Reverend Doctor JamalHarmison Bryant, senior
pastar of New Birth Missionary Bapast Church in Lithania, Geargia. The
flyers announdng the evant had been posted. The 5t John Face Baok
page had announced it for weeks: The Reverend Maunce Wright, [l Serw-
ant Fastar of 51. John AME had paracipated in an interview, prametng
the event with WJAB, the lacal public broadcasting station, at histaric Ala-
bama Agricultural and Mechanical University . The stage was set. The mu-
sicians and singers were in place. The excitemeant wasbuilding.

Thewarship experignce was held at the T. M, Elmore Gymnasium at Ala-}

bama A&M U niversity. |t wasto beathe clesing actvity to a manth af Afrl- . .0 mniine

mn-Amercan History events and the beginning of 5t Jehn's 135th  Or. &ndew Hugine, Ir. Prsdem of 2l bana 28mM
church anniversary elebration, The entire community had been invited. University, M. 2bbiegal Hugine, First Lady,
Dr. Bryant’s reputation for being a dynamic, spirit-filled, preacher with @  The Pevemnd Dr.Jamal H, Br@mt, Senior Pastor

strang, wibrant delivery proceeded him and drew athrong of beligvers, ”E""'Hi"hMi’_h"a”_hpﬁ“ch”"h'
The Pevemm Maurice Wright || S2nant Pastor

St ohn AME Church
Immediately at 6:00 p.m. S5tan Torain and Confinual Fraise Cholr, took A i

the stage and began inspiring the worshiperswith “He's Alle” and several otherselechons. Bveryone was then welcomed
to the event by Dr. Andrew Huging, Jr., President of Alabama A&M University. The 5t. John Mass Choir offered two selec

fions, proceeded by an outstanding praise perfarmance by the 5t John Dance Ministry, The Reverend Bryant was intro-
duced by Pastor Wright.

Scripture reference was taken from Luke 10:30-35, the story of the Good

Samaritan. The Reverend Bryant began by stating, “"Biermne whae gradu-

ated Suma Cum Laude from vacatton Bible schoal is familiarwith the sto-

ry, There was a man walking from Jerusalem to Jericho who fell among

thiewes, They beat khim, robbed him and left him for dead. Several peaple

passed Wim by, a prigst, a Levite, (someone representingthe law), but 3

B Samaritan stopped, had pity an him and took him ta the hotel. He tald

the managerto take mre of him unfl he returned.” Pastar Bryant stated,

he wanted to challenge everyone’s theolagy with the sermon #tle, “Stop

Celebrefingthe Gooad Samaritan! Pastor Bryant shocked everyone for a

minute, but went an to explaing, that a5 an observer of the Montessar

method of teaching, he had learned that, "Every unnecessary help'is a

TP TER ' stumbling bledk to developing independence. This should be 3 pro-

The Revererd Dr. Bmal Harrson Brant nauncement for the clesing af Black History Manth,” He stated, “That

everything in creawon understands that principle, except Black people,

Allthe creatures inthe universe achnowledge that it is'a part of maturation and development. Andthat asa people, know-
ing struggle as we have, we should understand that and embrace it."

Reverend Bryant continued an, "And to this hour, everyane has besn shoutng accolades to the Good Samaritan. | can’t
celebrate the pood Samaritan. I'm going to lay out for you the reason why | have a beef with the good Samaritan. This
young man is |eft for dead and | want you to see what we have been celzbrading underthe dodrine of an enslaved colo-
nized religion. That in order for him ta be saved, somebody who does not look like him khas to sawe him. Someane who
dees not live in his cernmunity, does nat understand his culture, comes in to be his saving grace because the people wha
live there do nothingto help him."

A ol e et A )

Mamh I3 Fage 4



St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
135th Church Anniversary!

Community Day of Service
De borah Gland

Fastor Maurice Wright, |, of 5t. John Afriean Methodist Eplscopal Church, located at 2259 Church Straet MW, Huntsville,
Huntsville, Alabama and church members arganized the first Annual Community Service Day, Saturday March 14, 2020,
Sister Kay Adhkins, Chairperson, was excited abowt coordinaingthe day of service because of Hebrews 13:16: “But do not
forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

The rain did not prevent Pastor Wright and four teams of 5t. Jahn AME Church members from giving back-ta the communi
iy by showing love and appreciation. Service prajeds included: Huntsville Animal 5 ervices; anapatment resident surpriss
at Coventry Apartments; valunteering at Free Z Teach; and [F
the Fire Stafon-Precinc One.

Ten members delivered 45 bags (8 to 20 pounds each) of &
dog foed to Huntsville Animal Services (HAS), 4350 Triana |
Bouleward, Huntswville, AL which partners with Helping Ani
mals Withaut Shelter (HAWS) . HAWS was inittally an arm of |
the police department and slowly developed inta a full ser-
vice department. The shelter relies an the ommunity of
Huntsville and surrounding areas to: assist by fostering and ol
adopting dopgs and cats. K you would like to contribute ta
the sheler or adopt an animal, please contact Karen Shep-
pard at 256-283-3524 or wisit weenw hunt svilleal gow animal
for more information. Thank youto Sister Lydia and Brother
Myrman Owens for headingthe commitiee and tothe fantaskc
memberswho danated food farthis praject.

Deliveed provisions tothe animal s ke ler witha few
e by guests, Busteramd InEni

Fiwe members gathered at Coventry Apartments 1505 Sparkman Drive
MY, in Huntswille far an apartment resident surprise! Robin Dawis, Man-
apger, helped with the surprise by calling the resident to the ofice. The
motherand hertwo children came to the office, where she was present-
gd acheckinthe amount of 5135.00 towards rent and donated house-
held supplies. Her sen, whais graduatng fram high schoolin May, has
encouraged his mother to con®nue to pursue her education. She plans
to graduate with a degree in nursing this May, Her daughter is inthe
second grade and gave the biggest smilewhen asked about her favornte
teacher. The resident was indeed surprised, prateful and thankfultae all
Jthe members of 5. Jahn AME Church. Thank you to Sister Claudinefis
B8 P yrifoy-Fears for heading the committee and to the awesome members
| whao purchased supplies farthistruly wonderful surprise!

Team 2/Apt. Surpree
SEtes kay Adkirs, Debomhb Blznd,
Chudiretts Punfoy-FRRas, the family,
SEterTammy Jobnsonand

FL vl daven i e
Bt her Rufis G ilmo e
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St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
135th Church Anniversary!

Fadd menad ) el Jaiee

Nine members gathered &t Free 2 Teach managed by lennifer
Cummings. They blessed the arganeaton by working to restock
the store and warehouse and to help sanmze the school supplies.
The non-profitwas started by Mrs. Eula Battle, the wife of Mayor
Tommy Battle. It was arganized in 2012 in a garage and has awver
the years meved to larger lacatons. The current location is A
warehouse where it has been for five years. It hasthe capacity 1o
serve all 3,800 teachers in all three school systems and appmxi-
mately 56,000 kids.

' | J Free 2 Teach allmas teachers the ability to shop six Wmes a year

for free school supplies. These supplies indude suchitems as art
supplies, crayons, craft supplies, markers, notebook paper, pen-
cils, seasanal tems, and so much more! Thank you to 5ister Lisa
Lema«< for heading the cemmities and te all af the fantabulous
mernibers who wvolunteerad farthis project.

Team 3_Fee 2Teach
Sorting and Re -stoc king Schools up plies

[El{ | Ten members met at Fire StaWon-Prednd Ong, lo-

|| cated at 2110 Clinton Avenue West, Huntsville, Ala-

bama, CaptainCockrell and other firefighterswere

greeted by membersta express a sincere thank you

for allthey do to pratect 5t. Jehn AME Church and

the surrounding communites, Five year old Addi-

san Bradford created and colored a huge thank you

card which she alse presented te the firefighters?

An abundance of snacks.and beverageswere donat-

edtothe station. Also, 5t. lohn members offered to

purchase lunch for the crew, but the firemen al-

ready had plans. Thank you to Sister Katrisa and

Wl Erother David Norwood for heading the committes

h-., and to the sensalional members who gatherad on
“ behalf of 5t. John AME Church.

Community service projects were also scheduled far Huntseille Haspital and
twa nursing hames, but hadta be postponed untl a later date.

S5t.John AME Church has served the community for 135 years and looks
farward towoarking'in the Humtsville community and sumourd ing amas foryeas
Toome.

Thank voucard by 2dd Eon B medford
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5t. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
135th Church Anniversary!

“ASolid Foundatron and A Promising Future” Matthew 16:18

Bishop Seawright Preaches for 135" Anniversary of 5t. John
Bridget J. Fleyd

A special worship ssrvice at. 9;30a.m, on Sunday, March 15" marked the
celebrawon of the 135" anniversary of 51. Jahn AME Church. The Right |,
Reversnd Harry L. Seawright, the 133" “Elected and Cansecrated Bishopin
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, was the specdal puest preacher far
the event. Presiding Elder Bruce W. Hunter served aswaorship leader for
the service: The therme was “A Solid Foundation and @ Pramising Future”
with the scriptural reference: Matthew 16:18. The Mass Choir provided
musical selecBons that augmented the special serwice. The Liturgical
Dance Ministry offered a powerful, inspiratonal ministry in dance to the
recorded selechon “The Blaod Will N ever Lose its Power”,

The service began with the precessianal as the choir sang “Glad to be in
the Service”, followed by the Dexology and the Callto Warship Litany led
by Sister Donna Gullatte, This was followed by the singing of "The
Church's One Foundaton”; imocalion by the Reverend Charles Glaverand
selechion by the Mass Chair, Scrpture readings were as follews: The Old
Taestament Psalm 100, Brother Justin York) The New Testament | Corinthi-
ans 3: %11 and The Gospel M atthew 16:13-18, Sister Karmean Latbimore,
This was followed by the Apostle’s Creed. Steward Pro Tem Marcus Hill
and daughter Martinze Hill highlighted announcements. Twe new men-
bers who had completed the New Members Class were read into full
membership.. Pastor Wright, then introduced Bishop Seawright who was
received inthe tradimanal AME manner.

SEter Donm G ullEte
Callto worship Limny

Bishap Seawrght spoke on the topic “The Church —The Change Agent”
with thetext Matthew 16: 1318 He began by referencing the challenge
of keeping calm and leading in the midst of recant events, and noted the
problem af fear and the importance of “listening to Ged's word and not
l2aning to sur own under-
standing”. He stated it is
imporant to recall in these
difficult imes the assuranc-
es in God's Ward and faith-
fulness. Bishop %eawright
acknowledged his history af
@ |ife-threstening experi-
ence and Gad bBringing him
through and as such, stat-
ed, "I've chosen to not live
infear”.

The rEhlt Peverm Hamy L Seawriglhit
felivering the 1 [ihChurch
L RA e FsAryY 52 1 n

I o e o g

The Liturgal Gance Minist ry
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“ASolid Foundation and A Promising Future” Matthew 16:18
BishopS=awright Preaches for 135" Anniversary ofSt lohn
Bridget . Floyd

L oamlvraead i frpe O

In referring to the text Bishop Seawright stated that
“Peter had the courage to confess to Jesus that *“You are
the Chrst,” which resulted in Jesus giving Peter “the keys
io the kingdam bacause he knew who lesus was". He
went onta say that “There is no preater accamplishmeant
than knowing that Jesus is your Savior—. recognizing the
role that Jesus played invour accomplishments:® Return-
ingto the sermon #tle, Bishop Seawright cited ananalogy |
foar The Church serving as a change agent. That is, one E‘
shauld think of The Churdh as the thermostar, which has kb
the mpadty to change the temiperature, rather than the
thermameter which measures/registers the temperature.
He went on to cite the varous problems that partculady
impact the African American commiunity and are not fea-
tured inthe headlines. He noted the difference in current
leadlines regaarding the nowvel coronavirus/COWID -19,
Bishop Seawright encouraged givingto-and feeding those
in need, especially during thesetroubling imes — remind
ingJlesus words “when you did ittothe |east of these."

The imvitaiion to disdpleship and il to the altar were
extended by Pastar Wright,

The Anniversary Planning Committee was chaired by
Steward Barbara Jlohnsan and Or, Tamya Perry, I

Moy God Continue to Biess 5t Jphn - its Rich Hentage and
Promizing Future,

Onthis 135th Choch &npive s ry: te's e membes we e read into full
me mberm bip by Pasto e Wight, levee m Glever
Presiling Eder Broce W Hanterand the Board of Stewa wk.
5t Jobn wekomed Me: Barbam Yasgoez and the Peve rend Robera MeoCoy

BmotherPepinald Peamon, MinEterof Mt
The 51. lohn Mass Choir
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St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
135th Church Anniversary!

St. John AME Church Unveils its Historical Marker

L Owens and B. Johmson

What began many years ago, finally came to frumon en Sunday, March 15, 2020. Several committees had been formed ower
theyearsforthe sole purpose of erecoinga historical markerforst. Joehn AME Church. The 135th church anniversary wasthe
motvation for the 5t. lohn History WM akers Ministry to sccept the baton enihe last legofthe relay andtake it to the finish
line. The initial wark had been done, it was.a matier of arganizing the information and submittingitto the appropriate enf-
ties. Just thissegment of the projecttook afull yearto complete.

5t. John first had to be listed in the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage before-applying for-a marker. The farms,
information and picdures were campiled and submitted to the Alabama Historical Commission. 5t.John wasnottied early in
dune 2015, that it had indeed been recognized as a place of significance by the Alabama Historical Commission and would be
listed inthe Alabama Regisier of Landmarks and Heritage. Now, application could be made for the marker. The marker ar-
riwed on March4, 2020 and the process farinstallation began.

On & rainy, windy Sunday afilemoon, as St. John celebrated its 135 " church anniversary, led by The Right Reverend Harry L.
Seawright, the church unweiled itz historic marker Just outside the man emtrance on Monroe Street.  The weather did not
deterthe cangregation from witnessing this historical event.

Pastor Wright, Bishop Seawnght and Presiding Elder Hunter led the dedication ceremomy with the Trustees and Stewards
laokingan, The script anthe markerwill bear witnesstathose who stopto read it, the histary of 5t. lahn for many years to
come. The script reads as highlighted inthe adjacznt frame,

5t bhe Africn Method st Epeco pa lChnich
Although the weather was gloamy, the Madizsn Cannty

135" Church Anniversary Celebration
and the Dedicasan of thie Histarieal 5t Johndfiicn Methodst Eperom IChoch, Huntsville. was o pmnged

by B William Hooper (e oncilla ndathes in 1BES.
Br. Councill wis an onh ined eder in the African Metheod st Epiro pal

Chuchand akin th=fonnders od fist pesident of L bama Sgriculnm |
and Mechanical Unismrsity Thefimtchunch s=rvices wene beld ina

barberchapon the comerof Wik rand West Holnves Strests, The first
chumh building was erected at 218 Church Strzet in L5800 In Sprilef

MW arker will farever be etched in the
minds and hearts 35 ane af the best
days inthe livesof the congregafon.

1971 thechurch moved into & nes by erected facility at 229 Church
Street, Thischunh was built nmderthe Eademhipaftbe bte Feve rend
Samue |Shelby Herford w bo passed on April8, 1571 aever ka ving
preached in the new Gcility. The RBeserend Herefonl sas sncceeded by
The Feverznd O Homers Lt efield McGall D McCallsered & forty
years, from 187 1— 2011, ma king him the b ngest == rving pastor of 5t
Jeihn &HE Church when be etied. 5t Johs & cunrzntly in the South
Bir ming b mr Ho o sy ille- Bes g mer DEtrct of the Bo mhwest & bbara
LnmualConte reme of the Ninth Epico pal DEtrct
opfthe Ofrican Method st Epeca pal Chuh
Let=d inthe Ahbane Regsterof Landmarks & Hertapeon June 27 3019

It rher g ecied in 3030 by 5t John &fican Methedist Epecopa lChnh

Incekatonof is B5th annremny,
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St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
125th Church Anniversary!

St.John AME Church Unveils its Historical Marker

unveiling of the marker by

Dedication Ce mmony for the Hitorial Marker ; &
Tristees Pippen &williame

Presiding Eker Hunter, Bishop Seawright,
Eeveend Maonce Wrght, I

The Reverend Mawrie Wright, Il
The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S2awnght
Presiding Prelate, 3th Episcopal DEtrict, AMEC
The Reversnd Bruce W. Hunter Pastor bz urice Wg b, 11

Presiding Elder, SBHE District o - Serant Pastor
2 St.dohn AME Chur b

I METHODIST St John's Hitoral Ma fer

Pecogneed by
The Ablmma HistorealCommssion

The marker mounted ona

“SolEl Foundation fora FromEing
Futume

MMaxch I Fage 10



St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
125th Church Anniversary!

“Down Home, After Church, Southern Dinner”
B. Johrson

Fallwingthe umveiling afthe histarical marker, the benedichon was given and the food was blessed. 5t, Jahn had prepared a
good ale fashioned “Down Home, After Church, Southem Dinner” for the congregaton asa conclusion te 3 fantasec 135th
anniversary celebraion. The dinnerwas held in‘the Huntsville-M adison County’s Board of Realtors’ building, which sitsjust
across the parking lot from the church, The cangregaton and puestswere greeted by a beaudTully decoratzd room, adorned
ingold and black appaintments. Bishop Seawright, Presiding Elder Hunter-and Pastor Wright were escorted to their seats.
The welcame was given by Dr. Termya Perry, church anniversary co-chairand the Bishop's birthday was acknowledged by
Steward Pamela Whitehead. Everyone joined in singing "Happy Birthday” to the Bishap. The serving lines were apened and
everyone proceeded to enjoy, the delectable and appenzing entrees forthe evening.

Coown Ho e, after Chaeh Dinper

The Bishop Hamy L.Seawright a nd
The Rewvere rd Mauarce Wright, Il with
mr. Bmes Bmar, one of the oldest
Ireirg rme mbers of
st. John AME C hurch,
mr. Bmar bas beena me mberof
st. lohn for 75 years. He pimed this
Congregation ind 945
i was truly @ blessing to Fave him in
atterdarce on this histork al occas ion,

Hap py Birthday BEhop! B Ehop S2awright BiEhop's Birt hday Cahes!
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AME Proud!

B. iohrson

5t John AME Church Celebrating 135 years of Christian Service
"ASolid Foundation and a Promisng Future” Matihew 16718

5t Johm's longevity has been built on the strong foundabion of Christian service and commitment provide by
memberswho have stayved the coursefor years They joined 5t John; worked inthe ministries; supported the
minister s shared their ime, talents and treasuresto ensure afuture for 5t John and the many membersyet

tocome Here are just a few of the mamy memberswho forged ahead through steadfzst faith, belisving tha
W hat they did way backthen would benefit the next generation and the next

Deacaress Samh “Granmy"
Cavie Bell

Apamtenar@e (100 vears okd)
prow ly stated she joined St.
Johninl232 under
ihe Peveremd Peter Pobert
bhrson. She hes bEena mem
berofst. lohn 2FE Church for
£7 years!

M, Lorere ores ar Family

ME. lomme jores arm Mer
large extended family have
en membes of 51. ohn for
S0+ VEa .

The. [Wara] lones-Walton
family, The Gullatie, B riour
ard Frankinfamilies.

Brotherames Jlamar

Brotheramare mthus @stically
recalled that be joined
st.Joba ARE Chuar b in 1945,
He has =ena membearaf
st. johin AME Chure h for
75 years!

The Herefomr Family
B0+ Vears

PEs; Preachers Eds
Mrs. Ba b ra He o -
Turmer,

Fey, [Pet.) Poberl B2 rra o
He re fio

The Powems Family
50+ Years
Descendants of ME. D
Powers;a bre-time member
ofst. lohn,
The koxhrson [Mary Powers
Johnsan) family,
the Wilkirs (&ilean Powers
wilkirs] family,
the Horma Powers- e nkirs
familyand M. SasiE Poves
Alirs .

The Fiilr kamd Family
50+ YEam
Reverend [Ret.) Horace
Fitcham, Mr Earl
Fitchard amd M 5. Dane |
thy Fitt bam O'Qoinm,
descemdants of b rg-
time members,
M. Low e Watls
[(kaamm= Lty and
pArs. Sallie Fitchard.

P wrsveeenl o g 1 T
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AME FProud!

T maad o o 4.2

.

iars. idell Memell
0+ EA IS
e rmibe rs hip at
5t dohn AME Chum h.

hm. Sarah alls
Joired 51. ohn AME Chamh
under Peverend Foos.
She has beena memberfor
B0+ yBATS.

‘ mrs. Evelyn Hil reth

M & Me. Borks
S50+ Years
Descerd ant

Ms. Brerda Brams-Bu s

The Reverem Maurke Wright, 1L
PArs: Bess i S mith and
col. (Ret| E.C.Smith,
the |zt survivire me mber of the
1871 5. whn AME Chumh
Buil irg Committes .

“There is hothing more powerful thon o people, thono
notion, seeped in its history And there ore few things os noble o5
onoring owr ancesiors by remembenng.

. Lonne G Bunch o

PArs. C harizie Brooks
50+ veam ree mbers hip
At St dnbhn AME Chur kb,

Col & Ms. Bmes Heyward
S0+ Years.

1A, B Brs. Wille m Bell
S0+ YESIS.
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5t. John African Methodist Episcopal Church

Celebrating 135 Years of Service
“Shanng the Word.. Serving the Peaople

THANK GOD FOR ODUR CHURCH
Charkie Bmaols

YLetthe message of Christ dwell among you richly asyouteach and admonish ane another wath all wisdem through
psalms, hymns, and sengs from the Spirit, singing to God with grantude in your hearts,” Col, 3:16 (NIV)

In Colossians 316, Paultells the Colessianste act toward ene another in love and unity, Because Jesus has established
peace, and because we are all part-of Christ's body, we should be at peace with one another. Paul encourages his readers
tosingtio God from a heart of gratitude and:to do everything while giving thanks to God,

In Colossians Paul is directly speaklng to the church. We are the church. The penple wie warship with on Sunday marn-
ings, other Ames, and ntherl ; beliswvars wham we fel
lowship with on a regular | | . basis are the church. ‘W=
must be -actve, diligent, % . | : - grateful memibers of the
local body of Christ. We get e G R ey | "M to express our gratitude
through aur achons, words | L '. } . e ! and atmtudes. The Church
was created to be a3 placeto A T i AUTET i minister ta the belisvers
aswell as serve the unheliev—b - . ol .7 i ers, to win them with the
lowe of the Savior. As a - . member of Saint Jahn
African Methodist Episcopal g 3 : ¥ L g bt | Church, Huntswille, Ala-
bama, we have an obligafion ' o - . P 1o love and serve the
church as well as we an, L . oy - ; We strive to serve here
with (5) kingdom currencies: T ' ‘e “Time, Talents, Treasures,
Touch 2nd Words. g

Hew often do you thank God o y ' p 3 for aur church, the place
you worship and the leader- . ! ' ship wha semve faithfully?
Doesyour graftude show in hawyou servethe chorch and speak about the church and leadership? Isthere anything that
you needto I3y down anthe Lord to make a shift in your heart sethat you can love-and serve the church with @ grateful

heart? Canyou name several peoplethat helplead at our church and why you are grateful for them? Can you share why
you are grateful far our church, why you love beinga part af it, ar how our church has ministered to you ar your family?
We love Saint John AME in spite of the shortcomings and problems we feel that exist.

In summary, we love this House of Worship because: (1) Itisaplace of worship, 12 tisaplace of comfort. (3 Itis a place
where God's people gather. (4 It is an encouragement filling staw’on. (5] It is a place of preaching and teaching God's Haly
Waord. (B) t isaplacethat God loves and (7] Itisa place where we hearthe gospel preachied and glorioushy souls find eter-
nal salvation. SWE LOVE OLUR CHURCH!

“The Church must gmpe her way into the aleys and courts, and into the perilouscity; inta bare raams, up broken stair-
casesand beside the laathsame sufferer; she must go down into the pit with the miner, into the tent with the saldier, into
the shap with the mechanic into the factory with the sperator, intothe figld with the farmer and intothe stare with the
merchant. Likethe air, the Church must press equally on-all the surfaces of society; like the sea, low into every nook of
the shoreline of humanity; and like the sun, shine on things foul and low as well as fair and high, for she was organized,
commissioned and equipped far the moral renovation af thewhale werld,” Simpson

Sermon Central by Phil Dyar, “Why We Love Qur Church”. Ot 20, 2017
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March is Women's History Month

Lyda Deers

AME Woman and the Word
Women’s History Month Tribute

March is Yeamen's Histery Month and that alone, is @ reason to CELEBRATE! The
Library of Congress, National Archives and Records Administration, Nattonal Endows |
ment of the Humanites, Nawonal Gallery of Art, Matienal Park Service, Smithsanian
Inswtution and United States Holooaust M emaorial Muaseum join in commemaratng
and encouraging the study, observance and celebraton of the wital mle of wemen
in American history, YWomen's History Month had its arigins as a national celebra-
fion in 1281 when Congress passed Pub. L 97-28 which-authenzed and reguested
the Pregident to proclaim the week beginning March 7, 1982 as "Wamen's History
Week” Throughout the next five years, Cangress canfinued to pass joint resolufions
designaiing a week in March as "Women's History YWesh" In 1987 afier being peh-
wonesd by the Natonal Women's Histary Projedt, Congress passed Pub, L 100-9
wihich designated the month of March 1987 as “Womean's Histary Month." Betws=en
1988 and 1594, Congrezs passed addinonal rezalufions requeshing and authorzing
the Fresident to proclaim Mardh ef each ye2ar as Waemen's History Menth. Since
1995, Fresidents Qintan, Bush and O bama have issued a series of annual pmclame The [ste, M=, Valerie FaithGary Bell,
wons designawngthe month of March as *Wamen's Histary Manth Former Connectional Lay Presilent

The earliest black fernale preacher wasa Methodist worman simply known as Elzabeth. She held her first prayar meeangin
Baltmere in 1808 and preached far about 50 years before refiring to Philadelphiata Ive ameang the Quakers.

Thig year, far Women’'s Histary Manth, we hanarthe life af Mrs, Valerie Faith Gary Ball, a fifth-generation AME and a mam-
ber of the Lay Organeanon since 1574 Valeriea was. anahive ofthe 2nd Episcopal District, the daughter of Mr.. James and the
Rew. ¥Wiwian Gary. Walere's spiritual growth and development were inspired and nurtured by the members of Mt. Zion AME
Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

From birth, Yalerie was taught to strive for excellence, and in 1973, she made history asthe first African American graduate
of Old Dominian Wnversity, Schoal of Dental Hy gigne, in the state of Yirginia. Her professional career included emplayment
a5 a 5taff Dental Hygienist, Clinician, and Instructar, @t the United States M aval Amdemy, Annapolis, Maryland, and the Public
Heath Service of Capital Hill in Washington DC. She continued to culvate and enhance her |eadership skills as-a Marketing
Manager for ATET Inc in Fairfax, Virginia.

After successful tenures with the United States Naval Academy and ATET, Valerie stepped out on faith and began living her
childhood drearm as an-African American eantrepreneur. For over 25 years, Valeriewasthe successful mwner and stylist of two
salonsinthe 0. C. metrapolitan area.

Walerie dedicated her life to making a differencein the hearts and lives of others. As servants of the Lord, Walerie; her hus
band, and twa sonswere the founding members of First AME Church of Manassas, Wirginia, in 1985,  Valerie was recognized
in‘the African Methodist Episcopal Church for her umevavering love far God, humankind, and being a catalyst for excellence.
She has served in many capacies at the Local, Conference; District, and Connecwonal level. On August'7, 2017, at the 357

LT M A e )
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March-Women's History Month

Lyda Deers

Al aamlveend bl parpe J 1)

Biznnial Session of the Connechional Lay Organzation in Columbus, OH, she was elected as the 4™ Connechional President.
Since the birth of the Lay Organizaion in 1912, she was the 2™ female to serve in this capacity. ¥ alerie transitioned on Febru-
ary &, 2020, after a brief illness. For ower forty-si years, she was marrigd to her best frisnd and the love of her life, Donald

Bell, Srothey were parents ta two sonsand had four grandchildren.

fMamy 5t. John members remember VYalerie as the guest preacher forst. John AME Church's 2019 Founder's Day Celebraton.
Az we honor Mrs. Valerie Bell this month, please carinue te pray for strength for her family, the Secand Episcopal District
andthe Connectonal Lay O rganzason,

bitt ps o e nish 5 tory mo nth gov & bo ut,f
bt pifSthecom'e sation.com hidde refigu es- hoow- Blac b owo re nepreac be s-s pole-1 ot -io- pose r-7 3185
hitt ps o fwvwowarre-c hum b o mfnewsdeat kof-connectio ra b ay-orga nization- p res d e nt-va ke ne-gar-be(F1595 3- 2020

it feom pages). One Might Emp owerment Bevival with The Do or Jamal Harrison Bryant

“The first beef | have with the so-called good Samaritan isthat if e really wanted him healed, why didn't he take him to-a
hospital and not 3 hotel? He was not about recavery, he vas about comfortability in his broken state. He {the Good Samark
tan) never asked who did this to you? Mo investigation was done. The police were not called; a report was not made. Thereis
no descripion of the perpetrator, He never asked where on the road this scourred? Ne incident report was issued to the
cammunity, to warn athers, ta ensursethat other people didn't have to go through whatthe man had gene through. | want
youto knoethat your assipnment isto make sure other peaple don't havets pothrough what youwent through. Your as-
signment isto make mom for someone else. Your tesamony

is your classmom for your ministry, You didn't get to whers

you are by voaurself. Somebady prayed faryou. Now, it's your

turnto break the curse, breakthe oyele inyourfammily.”

“The secand problem is that he pays at the front desk, but
never inguires about the condition af the young man, The
Good Samaritan was willing to finance his recovery, but not
invest in his future. He never went to. see about the young
man. Bveryone should surround themselves with people who
wiant to see them completely restared. The reason we're
standingis because of a Black man with hair like lambs wool,
and skin of bronze who saved us. When | think of the good-
rness of Jesus and-all He has dane for me, my soul criegs out!

And as the story ends, Luke never goes back to hear the =eosemwip—s
yOUNEMan'stesHmony.” The com e onof the One Mgt Empowe rme it Rey pal

“Lift Your Harmd s as Hehas You See Yours f Goirg!

“Weshout, not becauseof a good Samaritan, but because of Jesus Christ. We keep sesing ourselves as the youngman anthe
road and neverasthe Good Samaritan. God, is blessingyou, sothat you can bless someane else. Lift your hand as high as yau
see yourself gaingt”

In conclusion, Or. Bryant reminded the audience that, "Bvery unnecessary help is a stumbling block ta develasping independ
gnce and that we should Stop Celebrating the Good Samaritan.” The one night ermpowement revival conduded with shouts
of praise and hallzlujah?
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Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaybe Bmalks

BRING WHATYOU HAVE
YBringthem hereto me,” Ussus) said. Matthew 1318

“Stone Soup,” an old tale with many versians, tells of a
starving man who comes to avillage, but no ene there can
spare a crumb of food forhim. He puts a stone and water
inapotover afire, Intripued, the villagerswatch him as he
begins to'strin hiz “saup.” Ewentually, one brings a muplz
of potatoes to add to the mix; another has a few carrots.
fOinz person adds an onion, aneother a handful of barley. A
farmer donates same milk. Beentually, the “stone soup”
becarmes atasty chowder.

This tale illustrates the value of sharing, but it also reminds
pople to brAng what they have, evanwhen it seenis to ba
insignificant. In lohn 6:1-14 it reads of & boy who appears
to bethe anly persan in a huge crowd who thought about
bringing some foed. Christ's disciples had litile use for the
boy's sparse lunch af fve leaves and two fishes. But when
It was surrendered, Jesus increased it and fed thausands of

hungry people!

Someane said, "You do not haveto feed the five thausand.
You just hawe to bring your leaves and fishes ™ Just as Je-
sus took one person's meal and mulwplied it far beyond
anyane's edpeciaions or imaginaton, He will accept be
Iwer's sumendered efforts, talents, and semice. He just
wantsthem to be willing to bring what they hawve ta Him.

With the approach of the season of His suffering sacrifice
for all, show that remembrance of Hislove for all mankind
by thewillingness to serve Him and the least of those who
cometo5t. John for food on the 3° and 4™ Tuesday of =ach
month. Itserves as a privilege 1o celebrate this vidary that
He now offers each af persen,

Jesus, help us to surrender whatever we have ta You,
knowing¥ou can mulaplya little into a let,

Tribute to
Erother Aaron Loman Freeman

5t. John AME Church celebrated
the life of Brether Aaren Loman
Freeman on Thursday, March 5,
2020. Brother Freeman transi
woned this life an March 2, 2020
with Pastar Wright at hisbedside

Brother Freeman moved to Mew
Market, Alabama to lwe with his daughterand her famiby in
Juby af 2017 He later joined 5t. lahn AME Church.

Sister Agnes Gimare in her refleciions an a life well lved
sharzd that Mr. Freeman laved the old hymnsafthe church
and lowed to sing. He began attending the S0+Awilliary
Meetings an the first Moenday of each month and loved the
fellowship of otherretirees. When he was able, he enjoyed
attending the Adult Church Schaol Oass and always felt
comfartable sharing his career experiences and his spirifual
relationship with God,

He loved peetry and especiallythe poems af James Weldon
Johnsan. For Blad: Histary Manth, he rected James Weldan
Johnson's poem, “"Go Down Death.” He had missed making
his presentamon the year before, because of illness, but he
was determined te share thiswith the classthisyear.

Acknowledging Brother Freeman's past career as a compui-
er specialist, Pastor YWright used as @ sermon topic,
“Brother Freeman's Mew Cperating System.” The scripture
reference was 2 Corimthians 5:17, Therefore, i any man be
in Christ, he is a new creaturs: old things are passed aeray;
behald, @l things are become new (KIV). Three important
points were cammunicaied, First, everyone should be con-
nected to the sepver-lesus Christ. Secandly, in arder ta in-
stall the upgrade, there must be a shut dewn. Lastly, a-re-
start i5 better than the shut down. Yes, on March 2nd,
Brother Freeman received a “re-start” with his heavenly
Father.

Brother Freeman was a dear, sweel spirit which will be
missed inthis5t. lohn corgregation.
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Church School Lesson Overview — April 2020

The reviews werewritten by Brother Willie Sandifer.

HApril 5, 2020

Lesson Title: God's Just Servamt

Lessan Seripture: |saiah 42

Print: |salah 42:1-9

Devotional Sengs: "#358” [|, #258[1, and #243[]

Key Verse: “"Here is-my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen
one, in wham my saul delights; | have put my spirit upan
him; he will bringforth jusiice ta the nations” (Amos5:24)

In this |=sson we seethat Gad was not pleased with what He
sz and that he had a plan to deal with the stustion. God
used Hiz prophet lsaiah to share His plan with the anpguished
peaple. Isaiah's message told the people not to lose hope, as
the justicethey wanted would come.

April 12, 2020

Lesson Title: Resumection Hope

Lesson Scripture: Mark 16, | Corinthians 15

Print: 1 Carinthians 15:1-8, 12-14 4245

Devotional Songs: #4437 [[; 827 2[]; and #243[]

Key Verse! "If forthis life only we have hope in Christ, weare
of all peaple most to be pied, But in fact Christ has been
ralsed fram the dead, the first fruits of thase wha haye
died” {1 Corinthians 15:15-20).

The Greeks were included in this lesson, The Greeks believed
the soul did not die, 1t can be concluded from that, that they
believed in some sart of resurrection, However, they could
not grapple with the concept af 2 physical bodil resurrec
mon. They had difficulty sesing a person who was physically
dead rising up and traipsing out of the grave.

In 1 Carinthians 15 Paul is seen urging the Greels and others
pastthe limitatonsthey put onthe resurreciion of Christ, by
starting with his previous teachings on salvadon, Then he
assertsthat lesus Chrst wham they knew died, was buried,
and then rosa again.

April 19, 2020

Lesson Title: Injustice Will Be Punished

Lessen Scripture; Esther 3; 5; 7

Print: Esther¥:1-10

Devotional Songs: #4141 #3451 and #243](]

Key Verse! “So they hanged Haman onthe pallews that he
had prepared for Mordecai® [Esther 7:1-10).

In this lesson we see that when it comes to jusace, God took

the matter seriously, Although God is net mentonzed inthe
book of Esthar, we see Hisfingerprints all averthis mse.

The commentary mentions a proverh warning us-about dig-
ging wells and laying traps far others, as the wells we dig
may bemme our graves. Such was the m@se with Haman be
ing harnged on the gallows which le had buift ta hang Mor-
decai.

April 26, 2020

Lessan Title: The Lord Lowves Justice

Lesson Scnpture: |saiah 61:8-62:12

Print: Isaiah 61:5-11; 62:2-%3

Devetional Songs: #5971 #251[]; and #24.3[]

Key Verses: "For | the Lord lowes justice, | hate mbbery and
wronedoing | will faithfully give them their mrcompense, and
| will make an everlasting covenant with them” {Isaiah 61:8).

I this lessan God's posimon on jushce s put beyond any
doubt. The scripture shows three facors about how God
views justice. The first, that God rewards people who stand
far justice. Secondly, when God punishes a naltan far injus-
fice, the punishment lasts only for a certain amount of Ame.
And thirdly, thare is 38 strong connechion between the prac-
o of jushice and economic prospenty inanatwon.

Chureh Schaal meets sach Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
Classes for all ages,
Everyane is welcoms!

Wesekly Prayer Call

CDuring Lent there will be a
weekly Prayer Call each
Wednesday evening at 8:00
p.m. The last prayer call will
be on Wednesday, April B,
2020.

The Prayer Call credentalsare;
Dial in number; 1-530-B81-1213
Meeting eode B76-B63-540

If wou missthe Wednesday B:00 p.m. call, you may callinfar
the replay.

The replay number i5: 1-530-881-1213

Meeting code is: BT&B53-340

Pleass join the Prayer Call each week and together we can
keep 2ach atherencouraged and uplifted.
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g L&‘JF‘JF ﬁ i Church School
_J'ﬂi Book Club

Mareh 2020 Diseussion Date: 1 Mareh 2020
10000 AN, — 1120 AN,

Big Little Lizs, Moriarty, 2019,

April 2020 Discussion Date: 18 April 2020
10:00 AWM. —11:30 AN,

The Bestof Me, Sparks, Nichalas, 2019

In the spring af 1984 high scheal students Amanda Callier
and Diawson Cole fell deeply, irrevocably in love. Though
they were fram opposite sides of the tracks, their lowe for
one another seemedto defy the realites af life inthe small
town of Oriental Merth Carolina. But as the summer o
thelrsenior year came'to a close, unfoareseen evants wauld
tearthe young couple-apart, setting them on radically diver
gent paths:

MNow, twenty-fve years ater, Amanda and Dawzon-are sunr-
moned back to Orienial for the funerl of Tuck Hostetler,
the mentor who once gave shelter to their high schoal -
mance. laither has Infed the life they imagined . . . and nek
ther can forget the passionate frst love that forevaer
changed their lives. As Amanda and Dawsan carry out the
instrucwans Tuck |efl behind for them, they realze that eve
mpthing they thought they knew —about Tuck; about them-
selves, and abouwt the dreams they held dear — was not as o
seemed. Forced to corfront painful memories, the two for
mer lowers will disover undeniable truths abeut the chaoie-
es they hawve made. And iIn the-oourse of & single, searing
weekend, they will 3sk of the liwing, and the dead: Can love
truly rewrite the past?

Announcements

St John AME Virmual Chureh

For the next two Sundays, Mardy 22th and March 2%h
winrship sendice may bewiewed anline.
Bible Study, Wednesdays at 12:00 noon and 6:00 p.m, may
alsa beviewed anline.
All can be viewed at the following sites;
Church's websie __wwnw.stjohnhuntswille.com,
dick an "Wiew Livestream”
Church’sFace Book Page....stjohnameahsy
OnYouTube at 5t. Jokn AME Huntswille ar
Wimeo at5t. John AME

Mew Members Class Canceled

The three sessions of the Sprng New Members Class that
wers scheduled for March 21, 28 and April 18 have been
ranceled. Duetothe rapid spread of the Comnavirds and
based enthe recommendations of government afficials and
our Episcopal District Leadership, we will not have any in-
persan ministry schivites or meatngs.

We will be Intouch with you regarding the rescheduling of
the dasses. Mast week we will mail youd an informaton kit
with material farthe dass, including the textbook.

Sister Nedra McDaniel, Mew Members Class Coordinator

Primary Bection Run-0ff
The Alabama Primary Eledion Run-0ff has been re-scheduled
for Tuesday, July 14th. Ifyouare planning to. attend the Gen-
eral Conference in Orlands, Uuly 7-14) vou should conside
submitting an Absentze Ballot priorta leavingthe state.

April 15th Tax Reliaf

The Treasury Departmemt and the |[RS are providing special
payment reliefto individuals and businesses in response to the
COYID-19 Outbreak., The filing deadline for ta returns has
been extended ta July 15, 2020 The IRS urges taspayers who
are owed arefiund to file as quickly as possible. For those who
cannat file by the April 15, 2020 deadling, the IRS reminds in-
dividual taspayers that everyone is eligible ta regquest a six —
manth extension to fle their retum

Income tas payment deadlines of individual returns, with a3
due date of April 15, 2020, are being automat cally extended
until July 15, 2020, for up ia 51 million af their 2019t due.
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Sons of Allen Fellowship Cuting
Bobiby Adkirs

On February 16, 2020, the Sons of Allen (Men's Miristry) enjoyed an
evening filled with feod, fellowship, and fun &t Stars and Strikes Enter- |
tainment Centzr in Huntsville. The svent, planned as a3 springboard far
calendar year 2020 ministry achvities, allowed the Brothers of 5t John
AME to better know: each ather in a fun and infarmal way. From the
youngest teen to the most seasoned Son of Allen, an enjoyable svent,
Alled with laughterand hearty discussion, took place,

As members gathered, they were surprised when Brother Rivers walked
in with histraveling bag of bowling balls. This meant serious business was
at hand, At that point we knew it was game on. While the maost skilled
bowlers aimed far the high score, most had more rmodest goals, to in-
clude keeping the ball out of the gutrier. Breaking 100 would be consid-
ered a morethan respectable score. To that end, each player increased sors of Allen Bo wling N

their scores ower the two hour event. While none of the men will be invit-

edto jointhe Professional Boawlers Touramtime soon, the leve| of enthusiasm forthe event was voiced an many occasions.

Every one enjoyed the array of food chalces fram piza to wings and

|| beverages prepared by the hast fadlity. The hest staff was courtenus
and aHentive, cateringto each reguest far services. In addition ta bowk
ing, seweral brothers, partcularly Willie Sandifer and Guy Ginn, show-
cased theirskills on the chess board, providing a less taxing avenue far
enjoyment and a great means forintellectuzl samulabion.

d Allin all, it was awonderful fimein spint and infellawship. The 5ons of
Allen are lopking and planning akead to quarterly outngs such as this
and irviteallthe men af5t. Jahn 1o join us mowving farsard,

Emthers Guy Ginnand Wille Sandifer e njoying 3 frie ml by
game of Chess .

sors of Alken enpying bewling reght .
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April 2020

Wed Thu

1

ATTENTION
Many of the scheduled April events are pending the status of local, state and national requirements for

heatth and safety precautions. The congregation will be notitied by the Pastor of cancellations and re-
scheduling of events.

5 B 10 11
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The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
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ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103
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Episcopal District’s Response to COVID-19
iPeprimezed femThe Oflica | Wwelsite of the Afrcan MethodEt Epecopal Chur kj

Councilof Bishaps
African Methodist Episcopal Church

March 31, 2020
ToThe Connechonal Church:

In light of the uncertainty areund the spread and managemeant of the novel coronavirus pandemic Cawvid-19, the leader-
ship of the African Methodist Episcopal Church has rightly placed the health and wellbeing of our members as the funda-
mental prigrity. Thus, it has been determined that it iswise and prudent to reschedule the 51st General Conference. The
results of a series of comversations with officials in Orange County-and the Corvention Center, and several meetngs with
the Bishaps, and the most recemt meefing of the Generml Conference Cammission,-a decision has been made to postpone
the General Conference. We are cumrently cansidering alternative dates in cellaboration with the Convention Center and
Officials in Orange County/0 dando that will also include datesin 2021, A date certain will be announced within the next
fewiweehs — when all hotel and Conventian Center negofatons are complete.  Waoarldwide, COVID-19 has infected more
than 800,000 confirmed 2ses and finding new Wichms to assault every day, As of this wriing, more than 39,000 people
have died. The necaolopy is growing exponentally daiky. Flarida is new listed as 3 “hotspot” with more than 5000 con-
firmed cases. By Biecutive Order, 0 mnge County Mayar, lerry Demings, has issued a "stay-at-hame” arder.

Our utmast cancern |s for the safety and health of the AMEC family as we would potentially gather for our quadrennial
meeting, aswell as an overarchingcancern for public health around the globe, especially as it pertainsto the novel comns
wirus, We are commitied to following the policies mandated by official government agencies, and the pmtocls of best

prachices to flatien the curve of new cases determined by the World Health Organzation (WHO) and the Centers far Dis
ease Contral and Prevention (CDO).

Concerning aur Ganeral Conference, all manner af passibilines are being cansidered.. Also beingconsidered isthe emnom-
ic impact that a shortened General Conference Program might have as a lanpg-term benefit tothe denominaton, farthe
lacal church, and for delegates, alternates and observers attending the Conference, All considerations, howewer, must in-
dude the full partidpation of Districts 14 — 20,

Please pray forthe heatth of thewoarld, the nattons, and the African Methodist Episcopal Church,

Respectfully Submitted,

The Right Reverand Harry L. Seawrght
Fresident

Council af Bishaps
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! St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church
‘ A Response During this Pandemic

“Sharing the Ward., Serving the People

A Messagefrom the Fastor

5t.John Family,

| pray that you are blessed and safe during this@me of glabal crisls. We want to. ensure you that your healh and
safety is our top priarity and concern. After prayzrful rensideration and consultation with sur Episcopal District
Leadership, local and state officals as well, 51, John s closely monitoring the Coronavimnus. We want to ensure the
health and safety ofaur members and theirfamilies.

Effective immediately, we will not have any in-persen ministry achvimes.or meetings outside of our regular Worship
Service. Farregularly scheduled meesfings, you are encouraged to use the church cenference @l line arvideoconfer-
ence. Streaming is available wia Facebook, YouTube'and the church website. QurSunday Worship Services will be
streamed at the regpular service ime, We have moved to an on-line Bible Study un#l further nofce. Please adhere
to these recammended precautions:

Wash your hands far 20 secands with antbacterial soap and hot wat er.

Hyoucough or sneeze, do it in your upper sleeve. Cowver your mouth and nosewith a fissue,

Stay about six feet Social Distancingl away from sameone who 5 sneezingorcoughing.

Afterusing hand sanmzer four consecufive Imes, you must wash your hands.
Please notethe follewing symptoms of Coronavirus Disease 2019

Runm nose

Sneezing

Coughing

Fever

Sare Throat

A a means of prevention, please wash your hands before and after contact with abjects and people. Please usze
carmmon sense pracices during this pandemic, which indudes social distancing, aswell as consistent sanitary prachic-
gs. As a church family, |et's rensw our commitment to check an our s2niar popula®on and those we know are sick
and shut in. Those members who are facing crifcal needs, please montad the church office at 256-534-3265. [fyou
are experiendng any symptoms, do not go to the hospital, call your family physidan-and refrain from sttending any
ewents asyoursafety and the safety of others is & priority. Please keepinmind that this iz an ewver-changing situation,
and we-are confinuous by receiving new guidance-as the nawonal stualion changes,

Abowe all, our faith reassures us that even In @ mament of crisis, God is stll in control. We are praying for families
wiho hiave been afiected and for the state of ourwaorld. We are reassured by the word of Psalm 46;1 which declares
“Godis our refuge and strength and a present help inthetme of trouble”

Yaursin Christ,

Rewverand Maurice Wright, ||

Servant Pastar
5t Jahn AME Church
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Coping with Stress Associated With

Coronavirus Disease 2019 [COVID-18)
Dr. Bridget Floyd

Thereis currenthyin existence-a pandemic, referred to as novel coronavirus disease,
wihich was discerned inthe yvear 2019, known as COVID-15. This created a confimma-
|| tron for those who wers not awrare, thatthey are living In a global sodety. The res
piratary virus has moved araund thewerld, first reported as sccurring in China and
then spreading exponentially over several months to ather countries, including the
United States — with every state epomng cases of the virus. Some areas in the
United States and sther countries hawve been referred to as "hot spots”. This histar-
ic event is expected ta cominue for many months and medical experts anlicipate

that it will take gighteen menths to two yearsta develop 8 vaccine. Research is underway tafind safe and effe cive medi
@Ehontotreatthe disease, News reports arefrightening. Individuals are experiencing "a new normal® in terms of schools
and businesses closing aswell a5 many states and localiies issuing "stay at hame arders” and curfews. There are exising
mortality rates and pradicions of worsening stabstos that are difficult to fathom, There are daily updates and naws
briefings from governmental, meadical and experts atthe natonal, state, and local levels,

MNesdless to say thisis a stress-pmducdngevent. twould be atypical to.feel totally calm under such droumstances,

Fallawing are same suggestions far coping with the stress asseeiated with this COVID-19 emergeney.

It is narmal te feel anxious but there are ways to cope. Peaple vary in t2rms af how they respond to stress,

*

Stress management/reduchon isimpontant because inoreosed or prolongsd siress con oomMpramise the immune system
—making 4 parson more susreptible to diness gr reducing the copooty ta recuparate fram dlness,

Children respond differently from adulis and vary based onthe age of the child. They may respond with irritability, oy-
ing, achingout, have a drop in grades, sleep or appetite problems, or may return to an earlier level of development —
e.g. bedwetting or soiling themselves.

Children do well when their questions are honestly answered [without dire details/informaton should be guided by the
ape af child] but not with toe much infarmation. Cortral/limittheiramess to newscasts but do net give misleading in-
farmation inan effart to reassure or “'protect” the child. Strike a balance:

Arm yoaurself with accurate information/data,. [dentfy and avoid myths. Use reputable news and other media [ web-
sites.

Controlthe amaunt of news coverage that you swatch of read. Turn off'the television. Infarm yaurself. Avaoid gething
overwhelmed by informahon.

Avoid a "doomsday” perspedive. Focusonthe here and now, positive atiitude, healthy praciices. |If a persan thinks it
lstheend of theworld, they will feel like it isthe end of the world,

Adhere 1o guidelines far emaining heakhy: Woshing honds freguently,; Use hand sanitizer § soop and water are not
ovoldobls, Maintoin oppropriote physkol distonce fram othars This vigilance fon be réassuring — pou know yol are tak-
ing regsonnble pre coutians

This is important porticuinriy if wou ore in gn at-risk group. For exompie, oge 60 or obove; underiying medicol canditon
{5) ot any age; o first responder, your position or ogency has designotion o5 “essential”

Physicol distonce i important for physicol health but socinl isolotion s not good for emotional/mentol health

AL e ! e i Bl
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Coping with Stress Associated With

Coronavirus Disease 2019 [COVID-18)
Dr. Bridget Floyd

AL e T g 3 |

-

Connect with family and friends by phone call, text, face ime, skype, socal media, stc Technology @n be helpful with
wirtual sacialization.

I x aas
Laughter is: 2 good stress reliever. Watch television, videos, movies; espe- E
dally comedy. ST RESS .

Engage in hobhiesfareas of interest: Read, write poetry, draw, journal, G

and/orlisten to calming music. ' RELAx

Use relaxamon technigues: Deep breathing meditadion, yoga, or ether re
la=amon techniques.

E<ercise—at home, or a safe distance from athers— &g outdoors, not in agym.

Eat and sleep well. Thisisthe foundawon for good physical and mental health, IFthere is asignificant change [increase
or decrease] insleep and for appette, this canindicate depression or anxisty,

Cope with the change/stress of being amund family more than usual— & g adults warking at home, young peaple whe
are home from school/college; Enjoy family fime but also have alone timie foreach person (age appropriate supervi
sion for young children).

Use faith-based strategies for reassurance,. Religious readings, meditaWons, praver, music/songs, and virtual religious
services can ald in coping, provide reassurance and have a alming eftect.

Seek puidance from a financial professional te cope with stress associated with emonomic/stock market changes ar in-
vestment issuss. Making majar investrment or inancal decisions — or any type major decisian — s not recommended
when under major stress. A professional @n give puidance farthe individual's specilic circumstances.

Seek assistance from a mental health professional as nesded to address stress, anxiety, depression, unhealthy coping
strategias such a5 substance use, impulse control issues — e.g. pambling, etc  Professional associations, regulatory
beards; and insuance companies are providing guidelines and approval for teleheahth for primary care and mental
health treatment.

Histary records instances of pondsmics angd mgior sconoamic downturns that people hove suvivad/owercoma, Successfully
monoaging stresg, seeking aporogrigte profercipnnal heafth care and finoaciol guwdonce one key strofeglos

Bridget J. Floyd, Ph.D.
Licensed Peychologist
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COVID-12 and Your Finances

6. 2d kirs

The Corpnavirus ([COYID-19) pandemicis affecting nearly every aspect of American. daily |fe, Businessowners and workers
alike are worned about their companies, Jobs, weekly and manthly hills, debt accumulation, pending or planned reare
ment, care of seniors, child eduaton, ar any atherfinancial impacts. Americans are worried fand stressed) about the mk
lapse of the economy. It has been over-a decade since there has been a collapsa of this magnitude within the United States
Financial Inswiufions.

MWK ey wmrbwoar

In arder to provide a simpler understanding of the financial crisis, and the impacts,
here-are some commanly asked questions (and answers related tothe COVID-1% and
the gowernment’s response to the econamic fallout. Sources for research indude §
Farbies, Market Watch, and the Small Business Administratian (5 BA) w=bsites.

What has the US Gevernmant done to support individua ls and business ewners atfected by COVID-137

In response to the crippling: ecanomic effects of COWIE-19, the LS. Senate and House of Representatives passed the
Caronavirus Aid, Religf and EconamicSecurity (CARES) Act, which infuses more than 52.2 trillion from the United States
gowamment into the economy. The CARES Act was signed into lew by President Donald Trump on March 27, 2020,

Will there be moaney in the CARES Act for individual use to make ends meet
Yes Funding is atached to the stimulus fer mest working-class Americans, bath individuals and married couples.

Whe Qualifies fer 2 5tmulus Chack?
ASocial Security number is required to receive a payment, reports the Wall Street Joumal.

Arcordingto pages 144 and 145 of the BE0-page rescue plan, nonresident aliens, those who @n be daimed on
sameone else’stad reiurn as adependent, and estatesor trusts are all exduded,

Aneamingsthreshold based on adjusted gross incomewill mean no checks for same Americans.
Hews Much Maney Will | Recaive?

The CARES Act provides direct cash payments of upta 51,200 for most adults, or 2,400 for married couplas filing jaint-
Iy, plus 5500 per child under17.

To get the full amount, your Adjusted Gross Income (AG1) an your 20159 ta< return {or 2018, if you haven't already filed
for 2013) must not exceed the following:

Individuals: 575,000
Head af Househeld: 5112,500
Joirt Return (Married Couplesi: S150,000

Mote:You can find your adjusted gross incorme on line Bb of Form 1040 anyour most recent Federal Tax Return,

fyou make too much money 1o receive the full amount, you may sboll recelve a smaller check. Reduced stmulus payments
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COVID-12 and Your Finances
B. ad kirs
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will go out te indwiduals whe make upta 599,000 and married couples wha make up to 519,000,
What if | Den't Marmally File 2 Tax Return?

Seniorcimzens, Sodal Security recipients and railroad retirees who are not ‘othereise required to file a tax return are eli g
bleto recewe an economicimpact payment.

When Will | Reesive My Sumulus Payment?

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said oan Apnl 2 that paymentswill begin to show up in bank accounts in-about- teno
wieeks, accordingto USA Today, For those without direc deposit, he said it should be a matier of “weaehks.”

How Will | Receive My Chack?
If you gave bank infarmationto the IRS on your 2018 or 20198 tades; the payment will be made electraniclby .

Forthose who do not have direct deposit set up with the |[RS ar have changed banks, you could be waiting longer faryour
payment ta beissued by mail, 1 will be sent to the address on filewith the RS,

Do | Hawe to Pay Taxes an the Paymem?

The money that yau receive fram the CARES Act is not considered ta<able income, according to Farbes, MarketW atch and
other major news saurcesthat wers checked forthis aricle.

Will | still get the checkif | owe the IRS some money?

Yes [fyour refund would narmally be seizedto pay atas debt, that should not happen here, The |law says no offsets for
exising federal ta< debts.

| have parems that are senior citizens, and | claim each of them as a dependent. Can | geta chedk for either of them?

Per the CARES Act, no, For purposes of pettingthe sctra S500, the Stmulus Bill usesthe same definiion as you would use
farthe child ta« credit. The shicking point. In most cases is age, as the child must be under age 17 at the end af the tax
yvaar, That means you do not get 5500 far a child above the age of 16, even i they live with you and eat your food and
spend your maney and sleep inyour house. The same istrue for aduits.

Wil There Be an Additiormal Stimulus Payment?

This is a ene-ome payment, but the Trump administration has not ruled out addiwonal economic relief packages in the
future. Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi has indicated the possibility ef addmenal Stmulus Bills ifthe econamy istoo
slaw to recover. If drafting and passage af the CARES Actis an indicaion, expect bi-parisan support in Congress.

‘Whae Qualifies for COVID-19 Unemplayment Benefits 7

Unemployment benefits apply to anyone who gualifies far, ar is already enrolled in, 8 state upempleyment program. To
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gualify for state unemplayment, you-are typically required to have been laid off due to ne fault ef your own. This ggn-
erally excludes warkers who quit orare fired.

The Pandemic Unemploymeant Assistance Program portion of the CARES Act also tempararly grants eligibility for these
unemployment benefits to some of the following, per CMBLC;

Seff-employed individuals

Independent contractars

Gigeconomy worlers

Some part-ime employees

Some furloughed employees

Mew employess whowere subsequently let go

Thess workerswho would not qualify for unemployment in normal circumsiances must be able to prove they are unable
towork asadired result of the cmronavirusemergency in arder to he aligible.

When Will the Wnemploy ment Benefits Start?

Perthe .5 Treasury Secretary, assoon as possibie. Though it really depends onyour individual state. Standard guide-
limes far receiving yaur unemployment checks allow for 2-3 weeks between successful applicaton and the first check

arrival, but that may be impacted by both the urgencyto get this money inthe hands of individuals and the high vol-
ume of applicants.

Some statesalso require & one-week waiting period after 8 successful-applical en farunemployment.,
Can | Receive the Unempleyment Paymentsif lam a Freelaneer er Gig Ecanamy Warker?

Yes. In an unprecedemed move that was geared toward puting the maney inthe hands of as many American workers
in need as possible, the povernment will betakingunemployment applica@ions from 1055 workers,

You must be ableto prove thatthe coronayirus emergency is preventing you from gainful emplayment thraugh thess
aliernatve wark arrangemients.

1 feel like 1 will be facing a lay off soon, How @n | better prepare for this?
# Hereare simple stepsto softenthe landing if you are laid ofi,

# Build Your Savings: Reduce your expenses to the absolute necessary items, i.e. Rem/Mongage, Utiliwes, Car Pay-
ment.

Stop Monessential Spending: Eliminate the nicetes, offee, take-out, travel Stay at Home Orders will help herel,

L vt o e pavaper N
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andthose monthly luxuries or personal play items,

# Prepare Your Creditors: Call them and give them a headsup that you will likely be late on payments. Many lenders
have been shown to work with debtors earky into this inancial crisis.

# HKnow fand Use) Your Benefits: Research the CARES Ad for opporunity, As ataxpaver, same of this money isyour
cantribution.

Update ¥Your Resurme and Portfolio: Star early and get your name out to potenmal employers, ewen as many are los-
ing their jobs. Companies are sl thriving during the COVID-10 economy. This may bethe momeant that pushes you
inanewdireclion.

Research Yeur Career Field: Locate career opportunities that-align with your educaton and professional training and
EXpEFIENCE.

Begin Metwarking: Do not be afraidto start markew ng your talents Thisis no tmeto be embamrassed at lasing your
job. Owver 10 million peaple filed for unemploymeant beneftswithin tero-week reporiingpenod ending 03 April 2020,

Youare not alene.

Remember, aver 10 million Americans lost their jobs gwver the lasttwe weeks of March 2020, Get started now. Apply for all
financial support appartuniies that are offered. Be persistent, track down, apply and claim @sh that the povernment s
providing as soon as possible. Be relentless abaut finding the dollars and the assistance.

For example, you might gualify for a Small Business Administration (5BA) Cormnavirus Paycheck Protechion Program loan
and hawe it fargiven, This program was signed inte lae on March 27, 2020, The guidelings for qualiica®ion and payout pro-
tecion are detailed anthe 5BA site. It is worth pursding

| am alrezdy close to retirement. Should | 2o ahead and file for Social Security 7

Most finandal advisors would recommend wamng unfil age 70 to start collecting Sodal 5 ecunty. Howewer, this.is not a
narmal circumstance.

Age B2 is the earllest you can possibly take Sodal Seairity, But taking it that early means
you anly get 3 pariial benefit. For every year you wait after 62, you get a bensfit that is
roughly &% larger. This grewth in benefit happens all'the way until you reach 70, at which

“
%
43" paint your benefit stops growing. As such, from a daollars and cents perspechve, it is usually

besttowait if possible, to claim Sacial 5ecurty benafits.

Hewewsr, in today’s challenging economic dimate, a lot of people intheir 60s may unexpectedly find themsehes jobless

Should yourwork come back, you are allowed to garn up 1o 518,240 annually when you are under full reéiremeant age. f
yaou crossthat threshold, 51 will be deducted frem your benefit for every 52 earned abowve the limit.

But do not woemy, you will get the mopey back ance you hit your full retirement age?

The Steck Market has lost 35 much as 30% of it's value aver the last 30 days. Should | sell my stoehs or =tay in the mar-
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kat?

Keepthings simple and remember why you are investing. The key thingto recall when you are an imeestoris your reirement
horzan, Basically, how leng will it be before you need the money in your relirement acoount? If the anserer (s a decade or
mare, the oay ups and downs of the market in the shorf-term have ne bearing on your langterm plan. Historically, the
market has made posive gains aver every ten-year period since 1929 (Example: 1929-1939, 1950-1960, etc.).

Are there ways that | can improve my finances during or because of the COVID-18 financial erisis ?

#Yes Here area few simple ways to improve yourfinancial position during COWI0-13,

# Create Two Diflerent Budgets: 5Simple, Construd a "Stay at Home* budget and a3 "Back to Woark” budget. Fugel prices are
at 10-yr lews, but with many Amencansworking from home, arwarse, recently unemployed, there are savings frem e
fuel consumption. Factor that into the “Stay st Home" Budget. Conversely, consider the t2ms no langer needed, arthat
mould beexduded, from the "Badk to Work"” budget. Mow is a good ome to purgz the nan-essentals,

# Prepare Your Income Taxes: The federal tax filing deadling has been changed from April 15 to July 15 because of the
aronawirus pandemic, butthat dees net meanyou should delay filingforthree months,

#5erure a Loweer Credit Card Interest Rate: Contact your creditors and ask for rete raelief. Now isthe ime lenders are ad-
justingto receiving some payment, as opposed to “No Payment®, They may be willingtowork borrmowers,

# sk for help, if needed: Call your lenders and ask about reduced payments. Check with yourlandlord, mertgage lenders,
orcarleanfinancars regarding payment delays

# Compare Aute Insurance Quotes:Use thisopportunityto negom ate a betler rate.

# Review Your Monthly Subscripfions: Use this ime to reassess monthly or annual subscripiions. Decide what is truly
needed ageinst whatisnice to have,

ts this a time to purchase stochs 7

Yes Stock prices are lews, |1fyou are a lonp-term investor, there are great cormpanies that 5
have been affected by COVID-15 with much lower stock prices. These COMpanies werg
sound prior to the crisis-and will likely bounce-back quickly once we are thraugh the - .,
sis. Now may bethetme to reconstrud your investment portfolio. This may be the ap-
portunity to “buy-low” and ahead ofthe pending recoméery,

Also, ifyou are fortunate to have remained employed well into the COWID-19 Crisis, and pardcipate in @ Company Spor-
sored 401K Savings Plam or contribute consistently to a ROTH ar Tradional Individual Retrement Account [IRA), those
weekly ormaonthly contributions {ofien with company match for 401Ks) will yield posiive retums if, and when, the mar-
ketsrecover. Remain posifive and think of the dewnturn as a chance to purchase good companies at bargain prices,

Remember, Godisin cantrol of allthings. Being good stewards of what we have bean blessed with isour @lling, This s a re-
minderthat good Stewardship helps us prepare for earthly crisis. As such, knowthat God is responsible for allthat we have,
and will bless us accarding 1o His Will and His Way. f He has done it before, He can and surely will do-it again, to include
blessingourfinances and employment. Be safe and even durngthis crisis, enjoy the blessing
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Important Updates due to COVID-12
D.BEErd

United S5tates Census Bureau

In mid-March, homes across the

country began receiving Inviiz-

#ions to complete the 2020 Cen-

sus. It has newver been easier to

respond on your own, whether

gnline, over the phoane or by
riail—all without havingta meet & census taker.

The Census Bureau is usingthe internet to securely mlled in-
formaton. In order to complete the 2020 Census guestion-
naire anling you will need the 12digit Census 1D found on the
correspondence mailed too your heme. Ge to my2020cen-
sus.poy to complete the 2020 Census guesiionnaire. If you
negd help completng the 2020 Census questonnaire @l tall
free 1-544-330-2020

Counting every persan InWinginthe United States is a massive
undertaking, and effarts begin years in advance. Here is a look
at-same af the key dates alang the way, asthey are currently
scheduled:

March 12 - March 28 Households received gfficial Census Bu-
read mail with detailed infarmation on haw to respend ta the
2020 Censusanling, by phone, arby mail.

April A: This is Census Day, a key reference date for the 2020
Census—not a deadling, This day is used 1o determine whe is
countad and where in the 2020 Census. When yvou respond,
you will tell the Census Bureau where you live as of April 1,
2020, and indude everyane who usually lives and sleeps in
your heme, You anrespond before or afterthat date, You are
encouragedte respond saon.

ApA2? —Mayl. The Census Bureau will count people who are
experiencine homelgssness over these three days, As part aof
this process, the Census Bureau counts people in shelters, at
soup kitchens and mobile faod wvans, on the streets, and &t non
-sheltered, outdoor locations such as tent encaAmMpMments,

Apwd 16 - Fumwe 17 Census takers will waork with administratars
at colleges, senior centers, prisons, and other fadliges that
house large groups of people to make sure everyone is caunt-
ed

T MRS TTTTE L TR
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The ezl ID 5tar License

Enforcement date forthe Real
ID (star Driver's License) has
been extended: Due ta cir-
cumstances resuln g from the
COVID-19 pandemlic and the national emrgency declara-
tion, the Department of Homeland Security is extending
the REAL ID enforcement deadline beyand the current Oc-
toberl, 2020 to Odoberd, 2021

m‘mﬁ-ﬁ':m
el

TheStar D iz an extra lay er of identficabon ifyou plan to
board a commercial aircraft for dormestic fights or enter
certain military bases and regulated federal faciliies. The
Real ID Act of 2005 was passed by Congress in responsea o
terrorism commited in the United States, ThisAd, also
allows youto useyaur unespired United 5tates passport.

P vour™

VOTE

o

Election infarmation can be found at the officizion elec
won website:

https:/ fererw sos.alabamagov/alabamawvotes fvater/
elecion-infermation/2020

Foame i Elec tion

Gowernor Kay lvey announced the
Prirmary Runoff Ele cvon will be held
on Juby 14 2020

Securing Absentee Ballots:

Elechon Date .. . ... Mowember 3, 2020
General Elecaon Movember 3, 2020
Registration Deadling - oo Octoberld 2020

Absentes voter deadlines

Application by mailo oD ko ber 29, 2020
Applicaianin pEFSON . October 25, 2020
Submission by mailo—— Movember 2, 2020
Submissioninperson ... Movernber 2, 2020

Absentee Ballot Applicefions may beobiained fram
Brother Eddie Shemrod, Sister Eva Smith or Sister Barbara
Johnson.
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IRS Tax Deadline —
Federal Tax Returns

The 2019 incorme tad fling and pay-

", ment deadlines farall taspayers who

= file and pay their Federal income

taes on April 15 2020, are auto-

mat cally extended until Juby 15, ZO20. This relief applies to

all individual returns, Trusts, and corporawons. This relief is

sutamakc, taxpayers do natneed to file any addional forms
ar call the IBS to qualify,

This relief also indudes esimated tad payments fortax year
2020 that are due on April 15 2020.

Penaliesand interest will beginto acoue an any remaining
unpaid balances as of July 16, 2020, You will automatcally
avoid interest and penalies on the takes paid by July 15,
2020.

Individual taxpayers who need addifonal ime to file beyond
the July 15 deadline can request & filing extension by fling
Farm 4868 through their ta professional, ta software or
usingthe Free File link on IRS . gov. Businesses who need addi-
wonal tme must fileFarm 700

State Tax Returns

This relief anly applies to federal incame returns and tax
fincluding tax on self-employment income) payments other-
wise due April 15, 2020, not state tax payments ar deposits
ar payments of any othertype of federal tax. Tapayers also
will nesd to file inmmetas returns ind2 states plusthe Dis
trict ef Columbia. 5tate filing and payment deadlines wvary
and are not abways the same as the federal filing deadline.
The IRS urgestaspayers to chadk with their state tax agencies
for those details. Mare infermation is available at heips/y

wwner taxadmin.org/state-13-agencias.

0 Sister Roselyne Machen

..'.'“‘". While many Americans sit’ idly by

every new COVID-19 pandemic
medical report, 5t lohn AME mem-
berand Steward, Roselyne Machen
isserving our cauntry onthe frant-
lines in the batlle to nsutralze
COVID-19 alsa knewn as Corona
wirds.

Sister Machen, a Certified Murse Practboner, stepped far-
ward in faith to fulfil her servant calling by volunteering to
be deployed to Fort Lauderdale, FL to serve in one of the
hardest hit areas of the country, Sister Machen suppaorts &
mobile hospital, set up by the Federal Governmient, which
serves greater Fert Lauderdale and surreunding eormimuni-
bes.

In the midst of & crisisthat has edposed tremendous deficien-
cies within our government agencies, doctars, nurses, first
responders, local hospitals and staff have borne the heawy
lifting in the COVID-19 fight They are sacrificing daily and
serving sellessly inthe absence of citcal personal prote dive
equipment.

Sister Machen represents the finest of God's children and

continues to display the highest professional and spiritual
charact er.

Sister Machen is marred to Brother Sednc Machen and has
angsan, Mr. Daniel Haygood

5t. lohn AME Church Salutes and Thanks allthe dodars,
nurses, hospital stafl, EMTs, Parameadics, fire fighters, po-
lice, first responders, grocery store clerks, procery store
stockers, pharmacy clerks, all service providers and those |
deemed, “essenwal workers,” who have remained an the
job, in harms way, so that we might have some semblance
of narmality, Thank you, an behalf of a grateful nation.
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Brother Bobby Adkins |

5t. Jahn AME Stewsard,
Bobly Adkins |l, @ Serior
M anager, Strategy and
Business Dewelopment,
wijth Llockhesd Marn,
Sikorsky Aircrafl, was the
recipiemt of the 2020 5i-
kershy Sustainment
Breakihraugh Award,
presented 25 Feb 2020 at
the annual “Sikarsky -
International Sales Con-
ference” in MNew Haven,
CT. The award recognizes
individuals wha hawve per-
formed admirably in de-
weloping new business
accourts  reestablishing
and successfully growing previously dormant accounts; and
greatly edceeding new order, delivery, and sales =dpecta-
nons.

Brotherad kins [center), & compa-
ned by Hamlie Preyvie (lett]), RPAS
Sihorshy vEe-PesdentofStmtegy &
B imess Development, and Dan
schultz {right), Preside nt, 5 ko ky
Airc et Company

Brother Adkins paerformed excepionally during 2019, focus
ingon HHYUH-E0.Black Hawk Helicopter Post-Froducion Ser-
vices and Support, Hiscustomers indude the Department of
Defense; Department of 5tate; Customs and Border Protec-
fion; Department of Homeland Szcurity; and U5, Partner
Matons wia Forzign Military Sales, each fiying Black Hawh
Helicoptervariants, in support criifcal day-to-day operations.

Brother Adkins credits seeking the Holy Spirit far guidance
during challenging periads; a reliance oan Goed to keep him
safe during periods of extansive travel; a trust in Jesus for
providing him wisdom that keeps him paten and atEenfive
inthe midst of hect’c opperefions and custemer missians; and
2 lowing family far previding a suppordve and loving envimn-
ment that enables success.

Brather Adkins is married to Mrs. Kay Adkins and they have
two children, Callin and Samantha,
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Sister Claudinette Purifey-Fears

5t. lahn AME Trustee, Claudi-
nette Purifoy-Fears, 3 member
af the US. Army Aviztion and
Missile Cammand [AMCOM)
Aarmiterrorism team bassd at
Redstone Arsenal, AL was rec-
oegnized as an integral part of
thetearm earning the top large-
unit honar &t the 187 Annual
ATy Worldwide Art-
temarism [AT) Training Semi-
nar. The evert was held fram
24-28 Feb. 2020 =t the Shades
of Green Hotel and was hosted
by Headguarters Department of the Armmy,

1 Y P
birs, Clawdinette Purfioy-
Fears

“The team’s irzless gfforts 1o sustain and improve readiness,
increase awareness and safeguard the workforce, infor-
maten and faciliwes were duly acknowledged with this
award,” said Bill Marrers, AMCOM Protectien and Propary
Divisian chief.

“The AMCOM team’s solid foundaton of professionalism,
afention ta detail, and its partnership with U.S. Army Materi-
gl Command, Installation Management Command and other
apencies contributed to our success” AMCOM Cammanding
General MG Todd Royar said.

Asaresult of Sister Purifoy-Fears expertse and contribufions
totheteam's efforts, AMEOM received an escephional raling
for best prachices during AMC's FY19 triennial assessmeant.
“More importanthy, AMCOM's edpartise and management of
the AT program resulted in zero incddents and the highest
level af pratection for our people, preagrams and facilities,
said,

Sister Purifoy-Fears is married 1o Brother Anthony Fears.
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Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Chaybe Bmalks

DURING HARDSHIPS, DO OTHERS SEE
GOL'S LOVE INYOU*?
Charlsie Bmols

“My eyes are ever on the Lord, for anly hewill release my
feet fromthe snare. Turnto me and be gracious ta me forl
am lanelyand afflicted.” Psalm 251617, NIV

When we go through starms, life can be frightening.
Storms filled with gulps of wind and rain often come to us
These storms drive serious prayer frem us during those
mmeswlien we cannot seeaurway.

God can take usthrough those scary and unknown places,
wihen wea get thrown in direciions we really do not expect.
Wefeel lilke we are hangingan for dear life sometimes, We
think, “Sawe me God fream it al™ Wha will save us when
things go from bad to worse? God is abways there, waling
with mercy! We, as believers share with athers, that they
are not alone. Whatever hardships sweait us as a result of
COVID-19; lesusis able to bring us through the storm. He
can help us put ourfeet back an solid ground.

Weremember, espedally now that He is The Lamb of Gad.
The Son of God who came as the sin-and problem barrier
for the whole wordd. He liwved 3 perfect life and assumed
full responsibility far all af our transgressions and guilt.
Through His death on the cross, those who trust Him as
Savior will be made righteaus and holy in the syes of the
Father, Thiswaorldly grief will be lified up when weareina
scary, dark and joyless place. As we release our tempaoral
desires and problenis, let us leokto the gift af His Resurrec
tion and knowthe good that He hasin store forus.

When we look to Him by trusting Him, we are united with
Him and can eiperience that same power that raised Him
up. That same power will help us live renewed and regen
grated lives. We look foreard ta a fuller and mere mean
ingful life because we have hope in Christ.

“Oh, what relief we will fee|when the storm passes and we
will feal safe?”  Unknown

Habitat for Humanity Fall Build

Tami MG hee

5t. John AME Church
partnered with ather
lacal churches and ar-
ganizawons for the Habi-
tat for Humanity 2019
Fall Build hame far the
Mujahid/Rice Famiky,
The home is located at
631F Maywick Drive.
Brother lesse Johnsan
reprasznted 5t John at
the build dedication held
on  Saturday, February
29, 2020, Sponsors for
the home are 5t: lohn
AME Church, Alabama
Housing Finance Authan-
ty, AlPHA Foundation,
First Missionary Baptist Church, Church of the Natwity Epis-
copal Church, Faith Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterizn
Church, 5t. Matthew's Episcopal Church, and New lerusa
lem Missionary Bapfist Church.

st. John AME = rirers hip sign at
the Habitat Fall Build

The B o hid/Rce Home

5t. John has been a building partnerwith Habitat for Hu-
manity since 1995, The partnership has built twenty-five
hames for terenty-five deserving familiss.
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Church School Lesson Overview — May 2020

The reviews werewritten by BrotherKenneth Farham.

hizy 3, 2020

Lessan Title: A Visian of Restoration

Lessan Seripture: Zephaniah 3

Print: Zephaniah 3:14-20

Devotional Sangs: “#364” [, #272[], and #243][]

Bey Verse: | will deal with all your oppressors at that fime.
And | will save the lame and gather the outmst” (Zephaniah
319,

aAccording te interngt research, it [s noted that Zephaniakh,
one of twelve minor prophets of the Bible, propheszed dur-
ing the period after the destruchion of the holy temple and
the mnquering of Judah by the Babylonians. It is noted that
during this fime period many lIsraelites were scattered
lcaptured or fled) into surrounding foreign lands. ktis noted
via Wikipedia as a reference that Zephaniah 3 speaks on the
wickedness of Judah, God's punishment of the wicked and,
anofferof hope far Judah.

In this lesson, Zephaniah brings pood news to the faithful
children of Israel {Judah) who did not abandon their faith.
Zephanlah indicates that God wha has never |left their mids
has heard their oy and will take judgement against the wick-
ed inJudah fthose who had tum =way from God and taken
up false gods and adopted the cwstoms of foreign nations) ;
Zephaniah peints out that even those appointed over the
childran af Israel {judges and priests) had abandoned theair
responsibilities,

The praphet indicates that Gad will also take out his judge
ment against the enemies af Judah that were respansible for
macking the dhildren of lsrael and their God causing the
scattering of the lsraelites throughout foreign lands. The
prophet made it clearin Chapter 2 afthe book of Zephaniah
that Godwill seekwengeance and destroy the nations of PRk
lisa, Ethiopia, Ammion, and Assyria: God vawste gather His
choszn children and brngthem home and He will restore
their praminence and fartunes before all natons.

hiay 10, 2020

Lesson Title; Peace and Justice Reign

Lessan Seripture: Zechariah &

Print: Zachariah 8:1-8, 11-17

Devotioral Songs: #424[]; $#251[; and £243]

Key Verse: Y| have purposed in these days to do good to Je
rusalem @and to the heousse of Judak; do not be
afraid” (Zechariah 8:15).

Zechariah, anather minear prophet, in verses 1-8 speaks to
dudah on behak of God of His promised restioraiion of Judah.
God indicates that He cannot wait to Ive amongst Judah
flerusalem being called the holy city that sits at the foot of
what is called the Mount Zign — the haly mauntainj. During
that time, ald men and women will be able to sit outside
while the city strestswill be full of young children playing.
And even though this promise may seem unimaginabkile to
the few |sraelites inJudah who snll believes, God wanders if
His words are gven impossible ta God. God reiterates that
He will save His people from neighboring countries and bring
them back hame where Gad voes that these are His people
and He will be their God (the covenant miade between God
and Abraham).

Zechariah continues to relay God's promise ta Judah in vers-
g5 11-17 as he speaks on how God will deal with the remain-
ingfaithful children of lsrael that are left. He promised that
his judgement will not be harsh, he plans to show them love
and will provide their daily nzeds - fruit, produce and water,
God promises that just as Judah's enemies consider them a
curse, God will save them and will consider them-a blessing.
God indicates that His words are true just as He dealt with
Jdudahl's ancestars when they sinned. Untill'theirdeliverance,
God asks the children of Judah ta speak truthto ane aneth-
er, be tender in ane's judgemeant, aftempt to make peace in
one's judgement, avoid devising evil acts of the heart and
lowe no false gods,

May 17, 2020

Lesson Title: Practice Justice

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 21

Print! leremiah 21:8-14

Devetional Songs: #412[]: §258]: and #243[]

Key Verse: “Thus saysthe Lord: Bxecute jushce in the marn-
ing, and delrwer from the hand of the oppressor anyone who
has been robbed” Ueremiah 21:12&).

deremiah is the prophet in this lzsson. He provides God's
responsetio @ plea of help frem King Zedekiah, king of lers
salem, ludahisabout to be seized by King Mebuchadnezzar,
King af Babiylan. God's response was that not only will God
not help Judah but God first will exac punishmient upon Ju-
dah and then tum whatever is |eft overto the King of Baby-
lonto finish. God instructs Jeremiah ta tell the people of
Judah that He is about ta unleash great anger and great
werath within the walls of Jerusalem: Jleremiah is also to i
dicate to the people af Jerusalem that they have two op-

il eapliivaies Lol e )5
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wons. Eitherthey can stay within the walls of lerusalem and
dig by God's hand under the sword, by famine or by a
plague; orthey can walk outside the gates of lerusalem, live
and be considered prize of war by the Batylanians.

Under either dedsionto be made, God also instructs Jeremi-
ah to tell King Zedekiah to e<ecute jushce within Jerusalem
every day ar elsewatch God's anperenky increase in intensi-
ty. Godwanted ta let lerusalern knaw that no matier how
seated in safety lerusalern thought it was, God'svengeance
will bum like afirethat cannet be quenched; consuming all.

=y 24, 2020

Lessen Tide: Repent of Injustice

Lesson Seripture; leremiah 22

Print: leremiah 22:1-10

Devotional Songs: #97[]; 7 7[]; and #243[]

Key Verse; "Act with justice and rightesusness.” [Jersmiah
22:3b).

In this lesson, God through leremiah revisits His wrath an
Jdudah. Jeremiah picks up and repeats God'sinstruchions from
deremiah 21 God demands that King Zedekiah execute jus-
fice in Judah by ensuring thatthose mbled by an oppressar
ig treated fairly, and by providing protection to widows, or-
phansandthe aliensto ensure they are not subjededto vio-
lence. God decares that if Judah acts with justice and right-
gousness, He will allew future kings of Judak te sit on the
throne that King David once ocoupied. Otherwise, God will
unleash His wrath bringing destruction to the house of lu-
dah.

God makss acomparisan af Judah te the fermer Gilead; both
cities of splendar with lats of greenery. But God indicates
that if Judah turns away from Him, He will send enemiesto
ravage the land, cut dmwn and burn all the trees and make
Judah a desert; an uninhabitable city. Ewan travalers passing
through will understand how a great nabton was destroyed
far abandoning the covenant of their God and warshipping
other gods. They will say do net morn for the dead but for
the scattered ones that will never see their nakve land again.

iay 31, 2020

Lessan Tite: Repent of Injushee

Lessan Scriptura! Hasea 11-12

Prim: Hosea 171-1-2, 7-10; 12:1-2, 6-14

Devetional Songs: #221[ #112[]; and #243[]

Key Verse! “"Hold fast to lowve and justice, and wait coninual-
Iyforyour Ged.” (Hosea 12:6).

God, through Hosea, wanted to send a message to the chil-

dren of |srael, God indicates that He ahways loved [srasl His
love was so deep that He brought [srael out of caphivity sven
thoughthey would wander it etherlands and te worship oth-
er pods, sl he loves them. And based on their stubbarnneass,
God wauld net release them from the consequences of their
behaviar. But the relafionships shown between Gad and the
chesen anes has always been one of give and take with the
well-beingof His people in mind

God indicated that he destroyed Adamah and Zeboiim (when
He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) but His heart towards
the lsraelites had soften; He also indicsted that He deal with
Ephraim for making a treaty with the Assyransin arder tosel|
oilto Egypt. Ged reminds the children of Israel that He is God
and if needed He would take the Israslites badk to the days
when they were living in tents {in the wildemess), God re-
minds them that He has given muliple prophetsthe same wi
sion to share with the |sraslites and yet they do not heed,
Therefore, as Jacob fled punishment only to work fourteen
years In the |and of Aram to abtain wives and as Gilead war-
shipped bulls an altars at Gigal {holy place where Joshua and
the Israelites landed after uging twelie stonesto cross over
the Jardan River), God will constantly remind the Israelites of
their many sins and insults teward Him and He will bring His
wirath anthe |lsraglites.

Duringthe month of April
Church Schoalwill mest an 20 0 Meeting

Topic! Church School Zoam Mesting
Time:Sundays 3am -3:45am (ChurchSchool)
Midday Fellawship, Mon. -5at. 11:30am

Fram a computer, tablet, ar cell phane

doinZoom Meeting by typingthis linkinto your browser;
httpss/us02web zoom.us/[f 46268711272

pavd =MV X RESEZPMERCLOACHY LR INXZZ 03

MeetinglD-462 657 112
Password: 017348

Fram a telepheans: One tap mobie
+131262667 99 46 26 7 1128 US [Chicagn)
+19292056099,46 26571128 US (New York)

Dial by your lacation
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicaga)
+1929 205 6099 US (Wew York)
Mecstng|D-462 6587 112
Passwaord: 017348
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Church School
Book Club

) et

April 2020
10:00 A.M. —11:30 A,M.

Diseussion Date: April 15, 2020

The Bestofie, Sparks, Nicholas, 2015

May 2020
10:00 A.M. —11:30 A,

Discussion Date: May 14, 2020

AnAmenican Mornoge, Tayarilanes, 20018.

MNewhweds Celestial and Roy arethe embadiment af both the
American Dream andthe New South. He is 8 young execufive,
and sheis an arbdst an the bAnk of an exciing career. But as
they settle into the muwne of their |ife together, they are
ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagingd,
Royis arrested and sentenced to twehle yearsfor acrime Ce-
lestial knows he did not commit. Though fiercely independ-
ent, Celestial finds herself bereft-and unmoored, taking com-
fort in Andre;, her childheed friend, and best man at their
wedding. As Roy's @me in prisan passes, she is unable to hold
an to the lovethat hasbeen her center. Afier ive years, Roy's
conyichon 15 suddenly everturned, and he returns to Atlanta
ready to resume their [fe togetlier

This strring love story is a profoundly insightful look into the
hearts and minds of three people who are.at ance bound and
separated by forces beyond their control. An Americon Mar-
rioge is a masterpisce of staryteling an Imimate ook deep
into the sauls of people wha must reckanwiththe past while
mowing ferward —with hope and pain—intothe future,

- Amazon

YPDers on The Move

L Parkmam

"4

Miss Zaria York and Miss Jor-
dan YWasguez represenied 5t
—John ¥PD at the Minth Episco-
pal District Leadership Training
Institute held at the Daniel
Payne Community Plaza in Bir-

.mlngham.AL

The theme far the event was
“FRESH EYES: Seeingthe Christ
in our Midst” The youth were
encouraged to see themselves as Christ seesthem, and so set
an example for other bellevers inSpeech, in Conduct, In Lave in
Faith-and in Punty,

Jordan Vas wez, Mrs. Debm
st he s poon, and Zaria York

dardan and Zaria parddpated In a2 workshop enfitled, “How to

Let yourLight Shine” They shared these reflechans:

“l enjoyed the meeting be- &
cause it talked about the
histary of the AME Church
and who started the church,
Richard Allen and Sara Al-

len,”...Jordan Vasguez

“I enjoyed the ords that &

had all the famous people JoidanVam ez, Mr. Davon Elders
likzSaraAllen, Daniel Fayne, amd Zar\ vork
Bishop William Paul Quinn

and many more. |t was a8 good experience for ¥PO,
much enjoyed the priviege to came. Also | didn't know that
they named schools after them.”....ZariaYork

| wery

Mrs. Debra Weatherspoan, recently appointed by Bishap Harry
Seawright asthe Ninth District YPD Director, presented herink
tiattves for mowving the YPD foresard. The iniaadves include
YPOers;

# E=plonngthe benefits of beingpoelitically adsve and exer-
cisingtheirright to vote, educalional literacy and callzge
tours.

The: meewng also included the election of new Episcopal YPD
ofticers, Mr, Davon Elders relinquished the effice of president
to Mz Ciara Giles ofthe Southwest Confarence.

It was an exciing and informatve meefing. Many thanks to
our delegates Jordan Vasguez and Zana Yoark.
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Announcements

5t John AME Chureh
Wership Service

St John AME Bible Stuchy
Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.
sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be
viewesd onthe follawing media

platforms.

St.John Face Book Live Stream
Wisit &t stjohnamehsy

Church websitz: wwenw stjohnhuntsville.com
Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”

St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy

foulT ube at'5t, lahn AME Huntsville ar

Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

COME 1OIN OUR

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, PayFal, Cash App orsending your offering to the church via L%, Post.

Sendingwial.5. Post Office; Complete the form below, cut aleng the datied line-and submitin-an emeelap
with yaur check,

Wohn SAlrican Hlethobist Cpiscopal Chuveh
229 Church Straet NW = Huntsyilie, Alabams 358071

Pawnrersd MaLC s Wmon 0 PEn
SrET B 1 AeEnieE unit e Lddd AT e Benahils Daary o

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

CF i <h,
Fae™ i Aids
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
T il
LTy tumimg Frue
P igara Tikalsin Foesel Wil

Coer A ] i TEITAL
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St. John's Caregivers' Prayer and Respite Ministry Partners with
The Alabama Cooperative Extension System

The 5t. Jahn Caregivers’ Prayer-and Respite (CPR) Ministry partnered with the Alabama ABM and Auburn University Ala-
bama Cooperative Extension System: last year. The CPR Ministry was established in 2015 at 5t John with the primary pur-
pose of supportingand encouragingthe members who were caregivers. Caregivers were idermified inthe congregas on and
weere supported inthe @reoftheirloved one.

During the month of November, which is Caregivers’ Appreciation Maonth, irformative workshops were planned for the
caregivers. The topics included Medicare Benefits;, Part A and B, Long-term Care Insurance, and Estate planning. A review
of community resources, which were available for the caregiver and the cared for, through the TARCO G Agency, Tep of Al=
bama Regional Council of Govermments was also atopic duringwarkshops. TARCOG is an agency which provides many ser-
vices to the aging commurniity inthe northern regions of Alabama-andthe servicesare usually fres,

Along with the informatve workshops, the CPR Ministry, served as a ligison between the g |

church-and the sick and shut:in members: Partnering with the Soaup Ktchen, the CPR Min- . '

istry members delivered mealsto the sick members and their caregivers every third Tugs l'.!
i

day of each manth. The EPR Ministry members had an opportunity 1o vist with the cared
for members and encouragethe caragivers. The metio of the ministry is2¥ou're Not Alone

During 2019, an Alebama Lifespan Respite grant proposalwas awarded to the Alabama Co-
operative Extension and 5t. Jahn AME Church’s CPR Ministry. The grant would provide fund-
ing foradditanal workshops and achvifies far caregivers. Mrs. Donna Gullarte, amember of
5t Jahnwould be the manager af the grant and the arganizer ofthe svents. Differant achvi-
nes were planned far each month.

The activity for the manth of Mardy was "EatingFor Good Health” CPR members-and care

givers gathered at 5t. Jahn on March 2, 2020 forthe second of nine planned aciiviwes. Invit- s D G ol Bt

ed guest speakers were Ms Shenda Miller, Regional Extension Agent-Nutriion & Health mtmod ucing the gusst spealers
Specialist, who spoke on eating right for regivers. Also speaking was Chef Willthe Falate, forthe Eating for Good Health
chef and restaurant owner of Chef Will The Palate @ Lowe Mills. Chef ¥Will was voted one of Workshop,

the Best Vepgan Restaurants inthe Country by the Food Metwork,

WM& Shonda Miller shared twenty tips far good health in 2020, 0f the twenty,
the most important Wps were to watch portion sezes, be actve, and l2arn to
read the new food labels, Chef Will brought samples af his homemade juices
to saothe everything from the commaon cold, to gout, tao food allergies. The

attendess enjoyved the presentabonsaswell asthe samples,

The Caregivers’ Prayer and Respite Ministry meets an the first Monday of
each month at 1:00 p.m, Caregivers and others are welcomed to joinin. Mrs,

Abbiegall Hugine, isthe ministry leader:

The next planned achivity is scheduled for April 18, 2020, “STRESSIess Caring
and Spa Day.” Due to the COVID-19 Shetter-In -Place requirements, this may
L ol b= = virtual presentaton wvia the Z00M Meewng platform. If so, further de-
Me. Donm Gulatte, Chefywill and tails will be farthcamingon how to [oin the mesting

M. Shorda Milker, presemters for the
Eating for Good HealthWworlshop,
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103

That if you conafess with your mouth, “lesus 5 Lard, “and believe i your heart

INDRIC
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What Should Have Been

E. Johnzon

Itis May 2020 and the end af another school year. However, thisyearended an March
16, 2020 not May 21 as it should have. Schools closed. Students and teachers were
sent home. Parents telewarked from heme and tried to fill the gap af teacher, achvi
ties’ coordingtor, and lunchreem warker. This was a new nermal. By now the pram
date should have heen secured, tuxedos should have been reserved, prom dresses,
shoes and accessaries decided. Corsage and boutannieres should have been ordered,
restaurant reservations made, and limousinegs scheduled for pickup. Hairauts, hair das,
manipedis done and poses for pictures rehearsed, That is, what should have been,

Imvitations to the most important day of a graduate’s |ife should have been ordered
and mailed to family and friends, near and far. Caps and gowns hung.on the doset
doar waiting to be paraded into an arena. Balloens not ardered. Cards nat seleced.
Cakes and party favors not purchased. Bicitement of lining up for rehearsal with your
friends from elementary and middle school-—not scheduled. Kinfolk not coming.
Grandparents cannot come, Photos not taken. Smiles and laughter not heard. Pomp
and Circumstance not played. Walking that walk across that stage with pride and ma-

chismo will not happen. Shaking the hand of the peaple who thought you would not
make it and those who proved you muld. Signaling to your parents from your seat, “This is foryou.” Messages on mortar-
boards of @reer aspirations and love for parents..maybe next ame. Parents rushingto fnd parking spaces and the bes
seats, not happening. This is what should have been.

The after-party that will not be attended, The good-byes that will not be said in person. The tears that will not be aied
wihile embracing yvour beswe, will not happen. The memories that cannot be shared. The congratulations from strangers
wiho remember that edperignce will not occur, Thisiswhat should have been.

What should have been. What a bomber Thank you COVID-12 for making the Class of 2020's graduation from pre-kto kin-
dergarten, moving on-up from Kindergarien to first grade, bridging from elementary, 1o middle school, to high school and
graduaion frem high scheala real challenge. Really? COWID-197 My Senior year of callege? lttookme 4 & years to get to
this milestone. And thisyear af all years, the planned celebraton will be shehlad. The gifts, cards-and well wishes will arrive.
But the celebration which had been planned farthe last four yearsto commemaorate this achievemant will be attended by
anlyten of my dosest friends and famiky.

Graduates, frem pre-K to college and those post-praduate school schalars, you will rise abave and overcome this sethack,
this disappointment. Mamy years ago, young, high school graduates and college age studentswere being ashed to [eave
their comfort zones, to take up arms and defend their country. While disappointing as this year has bean, the Class of 2020
vias asked to sacrifice the comforts of celebrafons, Unfortunate asit may seem; you too were being asked to sacrifice to
save the lives of your friends and family members, just in anatherway,

The poet Robert Frost penned a poem, The Rood Mot Toksn, for just such a fime asthis. The last lines read, "Two roads di-
vergeinthe woods and | took the ane less traveled by and that has made allthe dfterence” (Frost, 1916}, The graduates of
the Class of 2020 have achoice, to confinue looking back-at "What Should Have Been,” or loaking forward with gre at anfici-
pation ta brighter daysahead. The choice isyours, which road will yvou choase?

Frost, B. (1918}, The Road Mot Taken. Acodemy of Americon Poets, Retrieved on 07 May 2020 from hrpsy//poets.og!
poem/road-not-taksn.
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From the Pastor’'s Desk
The Peverem Maume Wrght, |l Serant Faster
St. John African et hadist Episcopal Chaeh

My Beloved Family,

Grestingsinthe Mame of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, | pray vou and your families are well and ssfe during this cri-
5is In-spite of all tha is going on around us, we are confident that God is in complete control. This has been a
chalenging time for all of us, nevertheless, we ae stll Fanding grong God's grace and mercy has kept us, and
we are thankful

This vear has been especially hard on owur Sudents Ending the school yvear inan unconventiond manner was ex-
tremely challengng: Our seniors missed out on many activiiesthey have looked forwar d to snce the beginning of
their senior year. We take this opportunity to slute each of them for having completed all of the necessary re-
guirements to cross the finish line Congratulations are extended to our high school graduates as well as our col-
lege graduses Thank youfor your hard work and tenacity, Additiondly, we celebrate with all of our students
who are being promoted to the next grade, | am confident that vou will hav e great success during the next aca-
demic year.

We have all been wa ching the news and listening to the reports of staes that are dealing with the question of
when to reopen, This is alse a conversation that we as a church are having with the leadership on every level The
African Methodist Episcopal Church under the leadership of Bishop Harry L Seawright, President of the Council of
Bishops, is also addresing this subject | want to assure you that | am concerned about the sfety and welfare of
each of you. Therefare, 5t lohn will remain closed to all in-person worship services and meetings until such time
as we feel it is safe  We will continue to broadcas Bible Study and our Sunday services on our media plaforms
and Church School will remain assessable through the conference cadl In the upcoming weeks we will have an
Officid Board meeting through the Zoom Networke Details about this mesting will be forthcoming soon. Family, |
want to thank vou for your continued stewardship throughout this pandemic. Your faithfulness through vour
tithes and offerings is a blessing to the work of the ministry of 5t lohn Churche During this crisis, we have re-
mamed prayerful for gl of our senior and sick and shut-in members | ask special pravers for our families that
have lost loved ones during this shut down. Bien imthe midst of what seemsto be total chaos, we are stll able to
share the Goodness of the Lord Sister Annie Cook is off of the ventilator and communicating with the doctors and
gaining her strength each day.

Family, thank you for keeping my family and me [ifted up and encouraged | am grateful for your phane calls and
cards, they have been asource of inspiration and jov. We miss each of you and look forward with great anticipa-
tion to a safer time when we can return. ¥ou are in our constant thoughts and prayers

Peace & Blessings,
Pastor
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5t John AME Church Salutes the 2020 Graduates and Retiress
Or. Earette lores

5t. John AME Church annually recognrizes the church family members who have made significant achieverments or reached

sipnificant milestones in their [nves. 5t. John congratulates each of you on your outstanding accomplishments, The Fastar,
officers-and members are so proud of you.

Jorad Mykel Burns
Huntswilfe High School

Jared Mykel Bums has been @ member of 5t.-John AME Church since bith. He dedicated his life
to Christ-at the age of 9 underthe leadership af the late Reverend Dr. Homer Littlefield McCall,
He has selescly been invaled in numearous church adivit’es such as the Children's Chair, Juniar
Usher Board and The YoungPeoples Division.

Jared managed to maintain an average of A's and B's, while working part ime for Outhack
Steakhouse and currently Hame Depot. He is an avid lover of all sports, but declded to embrace
his lowe for baseball. He was a member afthe Huntsville Ciy Babe Ruth Baseball teams from
2017 1o 2020, playing pitcher, center fielder, and right- fielder farthe Phillies, Braves, and Bandi
Bed Burms dos. His part-fime wark and extra-curricular aciivities and accomplishments have allowed him to
gain wital life skills such asime management, patience, stability, teamwaork, independence and
good work ethics. Jared will graduate from Huntsville High Schoal with memaories af laughter, hard waork and dedication

wihile serving his church, community, and school. These last four years will remind him of valuable moments that can be
carfed along as he pursues a career in welding at J.F. Drake 5tate Technical and Cormmunity Cellege inthe Fall af 2020.
Jared isthe sonof Ms: Janel Williams.

Jobbar Daniel Hopgood

Huntswille High 5chool
dabbar Daniel Haygoad, is a nagve - of Huntsville; AL, He was baptized at 5t. John AME as a baby,
and grew up with the leve and care of the 5t Jahn Church family, He has akerays Been an achve
memberinthe church. At awery young age, he began serving as a member of the children’s chair,
the YoungPeople Division (Y PD), and nowthe Juniar Usher Board.

During the summers of his high school yvears, Daniel pardcipated in other acwvities such as the
Robotwics. program at 1. F.- Drake State Technical and Cammunity Callege; Alabarma ARM Universi
ty's Louis Stokes Alliance foar Minanty Parddpatian STEM program far High School students; Yol
unteer programs at Crestwood Medicl Center Surgical Department; and a wolurteer program
with Health Rocks. Although Daniel is wery athlefic he enjoyed parficipatng in cammunity pro-
grams that suppoart his academic career gonals, which has helped himto be consistently onthe A-B
honor roll while enralled in several AP scignce classes,
Bb b= r Dan el Ha yeood
Daniel will praduztz from Huntswille High Schoal with a GPA af 3.4. He was selected and awarded
a Presidential Mentomship Acdemy  Scholarship from the University of North Alabama where he will major in Biolagy.
After the completion of his Baccalaureate degree, Daniel plansto aflend UAB to pursue a degree in Optometry.

Draniel would like to thank his church famiby far allthe love and support shewnta him averthe years. He isthe son of
Mrs. Roselyne Machen
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Eddie Whiteheod, Ir
Columbia High School

Eddie W hite kead, ir,

Eddie Whitehead, Iristhe son of Eddie Whitehead, Sr. and Pamela W. Whitehead. He has one
sibling, Kimberly Rae. Throughout his school y=ars he has been very acove in church, extra-
curricular-and community achiviies. Eddie has atways loved school and began his pre-school
education at the Redstone Arsenal Child Development Center. He has successfully completed all
of'his praduation requirements at Columbia High School.

Eddie was involved with the Weekend Schalars Frogram:, sponsored by the Greater Huntswille
Chapterofthe Links, Incorparated where he was exposed to careers in5cience, Technalogy, En-
gineering, Arts, and M athematic (5. T.EA.M.) and hadthe opportunity to meet and connec with
students across the Hurtsville/ Madisan Community with similar interests. Rounding.out his
high schonl experience, Eddie has been a part of several cultural programs that focused on self-
awareness, college readiness and cammunity service, To name a few, Eddie was proudly pre
sented to sodety as a Beau in the 20158 Beauwnllion, sponsored by the FunSet Socal Club, As

well, in February 2020, he served as an escort inthe Debutanie Ball, which was sponsored by Epsilan Gamma Gmega Chap-
ter, Alpha KappaAlphaSorority, Inc,

Eddiz is an achve member af 5t. Jahn AME Church and has pariiopated in numerous achivities overthe years. Eddig's spir-
tual jpurney began when hewas baptzed as an infant in 2003 by the Reverend Dr. Homer L. McCall. He has been alife-
long memberof 5t. John, He routinely participates in local, distrid and connediional events. Eddie faithfully srends wor-
ship weekly, has served as YPD President, is @ member of the Juniar Usher Board, regularly aftends Church School, has
ariended YPD Leadership Training Insatutes (LTIs), has attended youth programs at South Birmingham Huntsville Bessemer
District Annual Conference, has atended several Summer Meeting/ Christan Education Confarences; and aHended the
Conneciional Christan Education Canferance held inthe 6th Episcopal Distrid in Atlanta, Georgia in 2018,

Eddie planste attend S@llman Callege in Tuscalonsa, Alabama. His ulbimate goal iste become a Physical Therapist.

Yo Hove B elllied
Poet: Catherine Pulsifer

o schoelny, yonhawe done s well
You ave e grachat g, vou e exce Ted.
"W are so prond of you
Aried wwe wEh yosac cess muall s del

Hoer youwerhe orvthe joomey of hfe
There will e vps awl dions sl sone soife.
Buat abways look fonaand ; do youn best
Fod the good, 2wl elmomate the siess.

Juccess ® fonmud Ty those who do
Troan't 1et arvyonie stop yonlfroon be iyg you.
Apositee attitade you do display
Itwillhelp yoa mi o way!

Cengratilations ariyonm succe ss
W wwish yo lowe and happmess!
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Chelsea Briznna Carmr, University of Mississippi. Graduating Cum Loude. B. A. Psychology
fMinorin Meuroscience and Chemistry. Sheisa Pre-Med student. She has been inducted into
ithe University of Mississippi's Who's Wha Class af 20132020, 5he is 3@ membar of Omicron
Delta Kappa Honor Society. Secretary for the Columins Society, Historian for Minarity Associz-
won of PreHealth Students, Student Assistant forStudent Successforthe Center of Inclusion
| and Cross Cultural Engagement, and Undergraduat e Research Assistant for the Depatment of
| Feychology forthe Amciety, Depression, Emotion, Fersonality and Temperament. Chelses was
'- also the Treasure and Finance chairfar the Theta PsiAlphs Kappa Alpha Chapter. She earned
'E Cheerleading Scholarship for 2016-2018.

MEs Chekea Carer

Chelsea has applied for a post graduate Medical Research Fellowship. She plans to attend
Medical School. Chelsea's parentsare Mr. Clarence and Col. (Ret.) Felicia Carter,

" Andrea L, Davis is 3 native of Chicage, ILand a member.af 5t. lahn AME Church.5he moened
aBachelor of Science Depgres inSocial Workwith honars, Cumn Loude Alabama Agricultural and
__.'-_|, Mechanical University. Her future plans include confinuing her studies at Alabama Agricultural
and Mechanical Unisersity where she has already been accepted for the Advanced Standing

| Masters of Social Work Program. Ms. Davis isthe daughter ot Ms. Amy Hugle.

MiEs Ardrea L, Bavis

Carmella Goree, a native of Detroit, Michigan, and a member of 5t. lohn AME Church, She is
the daughter of Ms. Donna Goree:. She will receive her Bachelor of Sdence degree in Bialogy
from Alabama Agricultural ad Mechanical University with honors, Cum Lowds, She plans to
pursue a praduate degree in Public Health atthe University of Alabamain Birmingham.

ez Cammella Goees

AL i il ey P T
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Kr. Ricardo Love

MEs it lyn Mo Clang

Kennedy Harris, isanafve of Humswille, AL and is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Reginald 5and-
erson. She will receive the Bachelor of Science Degree with a major in biolagy and minor in Mz

© terial Sdence fram Tuskeges University with honars, Cum Laude.

Ricardo Lowe, is a graduate of Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University. He earned aBadh-
glor of Science Degreein Business M arket ng with honors, Summa Cum Laude, Mr. Lowe is cur-
renthy pursuing career apportunites in hisfield of study, He is also explarnngthe possibility of
atfending graduate schoelto further his educat’on. His main objechve in life isto confinue to
build upan the Christian values which hawve been insmlled in him, while oftering positive contribu-
fionsto socety. Ricardn is a memberof 5t lahn AME Church. He istheson sfMr, & Mrs. Randy
iRickshel) Love. Mrs. Marie Sanchez is-his grandmother.

Bornand raised in Huntswille, Alzbama, Kaitlyn MeClung graduated Summa Cum Louds with aB A
in English from Alabama Agricultural and Mechanicsl University PAAMU)Y, While 3t AAMU, she
played trembone in the Marching Maroon and White Band, worked as a Resident Assistant in the
darm, and served in mulwple lzadership posiions. These posiions include the team lead af the
honars program debate team; president of Sigma Tau Delta, Internsional English Honor Socety;

| president of the Pre-Alumni Assodation; and 3GASenstor for Diversity of Inclusion.

Kaltlyn says she |s greteful for the love and suppon of her church family, With letters of recam-
mendation and the help of her 51 John family, she has won muldple schoelarships, including the
First Lady Foundatan, Nawonal & Huntsville Alumni Associatons, Redstone Cammunity Women's
Cluly, MMW Band, and more. She thanks God for allowing her to graduate debt-free,

S Following praduaton, shewill be artending the U niversity of Alabama on afull assistantship for a

M. A in English Iterature, Her career aspiranons are to became s documentary flmmaker and a
professor in English Imermture, exploring intersecwonaliy in the Black comrmunity, Ms. McClung s

the daughter af Ms. lGathlyn Dulaney,
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2020 Retiree

Qur refiree is no stranger to the community and is an active member of our church family, 5 he is fully engaged in & num-
beref arganzations and ausiliaries vitalto the aperation of the church.

Maoshondo Lynette White

After 22.6 years of dedicated service to the Telemmmunicatons Industry, Mashonda White,
Technical Salutions Architect, refired from NOKLA.

Steward Mashonda began her career in 1337 at Lucent Technologies in Naperville, lllinois
after gradusting fram Alabama Agricuttural-and Mechanical University in 1996 with-a Badhe-
lar of Science degree in Computer Science. Mashonda began as a Test Enginesron the GESS
legacy hardware platform which lad her into Imtegranon (Network and Solufion) with Alcatel-
Lucent to learn mare in-depth IF Mulwmedia Service (IMS) praduct knowledge. Time spamt
traveling and working in the field on Telecommunication Service Provider netwaorks [ie,
ATET and Verizan Wireless strred an intersst in Mashonda becoming a Solutions Architea
with Mokia an ¥irtual Applicafons and Cloud Platforms. She refired from her career as a
Technical Solutions Architect in December, 2015,

NOKLA bernefited preathy from Mashonda's skills and ability to translate lepacy applications ta
virtual enviramments and communicate technical materal ta nan-technical audiences. ©Ma-
shonda is a natve of Huntsville, Alabamaand the fourth child afthe late Melin Louis White
&r. and Linda Faye (Ford) White. 5 he moved back hometo Huntsville to help provide care for
herfatharwhile Telewarking with Mokia, She joined 5t.John AME, Huntswille underthe Rew-
erend Docor Patrick Claybarn in September of 2016 afier being 2 member of 5t. lohn AME
Churchin Aurora, |ILfor 18 years underthe Reverend Jesse Hawkins Ir. At Aurora, Mashonda was aciive inthe church as
aSteward, Haoly Steward, MediaMinistry, and Birthday Club Captain.

M. has honda White

Since retring, Mazhonda enjoys volunteernngher #me and loohksforward tawhat GOD hasin stare for her,

Congratulatwon 1o our refiree as she movesto the next level of service and hopefully some reladafion in her new rewvital-
zed life! Best wishes foryour future successes both personally and in any new business wenture you may or may not
choosetotake in your new revitalized life.

Primary Runaif Elecban 2020

The Primary Runoft Eleciion has been rescheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 20208, Dueto COVID
-19, votnghy Absentes Ballot will be open to more individuals. Anyone an wvate by Albsen-

vo I E tee Ballot during this runef elecion. You must first submit an applicaon for an Absentee

Ballat. Absentes Ballat Applications can be abtained fram the Alabama Yote website

lwwan.alabamavote orgl. You can printthe application ar complete the application on ling.

Complete and return the appli@tion Your ballot will be sentto yauinthe U. 5. Mail. Follow

theinstrudions far submittngyour ballet. The deadline to register to vote in the runoff elec
#ion is Menday, July 29th. The last day to submit 3 request for an Aksentees Ballot Application is July 9, 2020. The dead
ling toreturn an Absent ee Ballot'is Menday, July 13, 2020,
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Samamtha Alexandnia Adkins
Liberty Middle School
Fromoted to 8th Grade
Parents: Bobby and Kay Adkins

David Maurnce Bailey

Amdemyfor Sdence & Foreign Lapguage
Promoted ta 6th Grade

Farents: Marcus Balley and Marketha M cCulley

Johnathan M arcellus B ailey
AmdemyforScdence & Forzign Language
PFromoted to Hh Grade

Parents: Marcus Bailey and Marketha b oCullsy

Addisan Bradford

Central Elementary Schoal
Promoted to 1" grade

Paremts: Willie and Jamela Bradford

lanise Ayanna Burns
Huntsville High School
Fromoted to grade; 11th grade
Parent: Janel Williams

Michazl James Clark

M adisan Acadermy

Fromoted to 13th grade

Parents: Michael and Yvetrte Clark

AwieraFard

MonroviaMiddle Schaol

Promoted to &th grade

Grandparents: S5tanley and Lisa Lomas

Ann Marie Gaines

Fromoted ta &th grade
Blossemwond Elementary Schoal
Parents: Jlerald and Adria Gaines

lerald Gaines |l
Huntswville Ir. High Schoaol
Fromoted to Bth grade

Paremts: Jerald and Adria Gaines

Anthony Harbin

Hazel Green High Schoal
Fromotedto 11th grade
Parents: Glenn and ErcaHarbin

lessica Harbin

Moorss Mill Intermediate School
Promotedto 6

Farents: Glenn and Enca Harbin

Joshua Bernard Hereford

Buckhaorn High Schaol

Promoted to the 12th Grade

Parents: Alice Herefard-and Carlos Lamar

Blake lohnson

Marris Middle Schoal
Fromoted to Bth grade
Farent: Pamela Lirtle

LeeAnnalaohnsan

Holy Family Regiagnal CatholicSchool
Fromotedtothe S5th grade

Parents: Ron & Tammy Johnsan

Valoralohnsan

Dawson Elementary Schaal
Promaoted to 3rd Grade
Parent: RakitaSconiers

Wayla lohnsan

Diawrson Elementary School
Fromoted to 1st. Grade
Parent: RakitaSconiers

Werde Johnsan

Deweson Elementary School
Fremoted to 5th Grade
Farent: RakitaSconiers

Jayla N. M ack

Columbia High School
Promoted to 12" Grade
Parent: Lawtcia Mack
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v st vl e pepe Wi Joy M cKerzie Wright
Anthony Q'Bryan Mack Janes Valley Elementary Schoal
Williams Middle Fromotedto #th Grade
Fromotedto 9th Grade Parenis: Rew. Maurice Wright, || and Rew. loretha ¥Wright
Farent: Labcia Mack

Zaria Janaze York
Henry Frestan Smiley Frovidence Elementary Schoal
Riwerton Intermediate Schaool Promoted to: 5th Grade
Fromotedto 5th Grade Parents:Shay Williamsand Jusan Yark
Farents: Candice Smiley and Kevin Caud|e

College Students

Shyler Townsend
5t.lohn Paul ll CatholicHigh-5cheal Collin Adkins
Fromoted tothe 10th Mississippi State University
Parents: Ron & Tammy Jahnsan Major: Industrial Engineering

Senior
Alijah Webb Parents: Boblry and Kay Adkins
Rainbow Elementary
Promotedto 5 grade dosiah Gullatte
Parent: Tenya McCree Auburn University

Majar: Wildlife Biology
Ariyana Webhb Sophamaors
Rainbow Elementary Parents: Karl and Danna Gullatie
Promotedta 2™ grade
Farent: Tonya M eCree Maya Hekaudi=

Auburn University
Kimberly Raz Whitehead Major: ComputerSeience
Decatur High School Spphomore
Fromotedto 11th Grade Farent: Atiorney Genevia Fontenat
Farents: Eddie Whitehead, 5r. & Pamela 0. ¥Whitehead

Waltter Nikolby Jernkins
Cayden Wilson Troy Unersity
Williams Elementary Schoaol Major: Finance
Fromoted to4th Grade Seniar
Parents: Robert and Shayla Wilsan Guardians: Kenneth and Lorraine Farham

Chloe Wilsan Wallace Edward Parham
Willlams Elementary Schoal Calhoun Community College

Fromoted to 4th Grade Major: Emergency Medical Technican
Parents: Robert and ShaylaWilsan Final ¥ ear

Farents: Kenneth and Larraine Farham

Isaiah Maurice Wright

Austin Middle Schoal

Promoted to 9th Grade

Farents: ey, Maurice Wright, || and Rev, Jaretha Wright
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Virtual Ministry: Reflecting on a New Normal

Brofier Bobly Adkms

COWID-19 and Coronaviruz. This acronym and name have dominated 2020 and
seamingly turned the wordd upside down. Did anyone see this coming? As of this
writing, per data from Jehns Hapkins University, over 66,000 Amercans have died
from the wiras, with many maore deaths not reported. Few areas of public life have
been spared the impact of the cronavirus. Businesses have closed, access to public
spaces have been sewverely lessened, and community warship, per individual state
directives, have been Righly restricted. With the number of corona @ses inthe Unit- |
ed States racing well past ene-million people infected, phrases such as Sherter-in-
Flace, Sodal Distandng, and S5tay 6ft Apart have entered our daily veabulary and
will not soon depart, Live sporeng events, concerts, and student related schivin'es,

asorManr 3 m

such as spring graduations, have been postponed, or cancelled all together. otZockl MedB 1o preach te Word ofGod i
the - Face book aid Wim o app.

Thewearing of facemasks and rubber gloves in public spaces raflect the new nomal

take-out have replaced lang days in the office and sit-down dinners at their favarie
restaurants.

include the habits of selfless service and commiunity worship, have changed dramat-
cally. Fartunately, the AME Church has prepared usto confinue some areas of minis- b

b S T
try wathout significant intemrupts. z J__'J.F,_AL,_LI'_:I.,,"L :,‘1 AT AR

Onez of the staples af the AME Church isthe standard of eftechve connectional minis
try. AMEs pride themsehes on reaching across districts, collaborat'ng with other
AME churches, and engaging with fallow members st general conferences, district meetngs, |ife events, connechonal pray-
er, and group training sessions. The AME ability to cammune as a collecve church bady is second to none. Thisspiritual de-
sire io stay connected has previded the church with a necessary resohle, aided by a solid technolegical blusprint; to eflec-
wvely navigate the COVID-19 era. The AME way 15 to make every eflfort to stay conneced, using every tool inthe digital
toolbox.

e and we lkate aded Chvml School, 2 well

ke ngeofZoom Mesthg bas evabedane e c
a dally i Hoay # o b padarig e week,

While regular attendance at Church School, Sunday Worship Service, Wednesday Bible Study, and Ministry Meetings may
hawve been taken for granted priartea COWID-19, the ability o communicate a5 2 church body has never been mare neaded
or appreciated. Most believers have a need to engage and commune together. Many believers truly long for corporate fel-
lowrzhip. To meet this demand and to enable long-distance engagement, 5t. John has stepped forward in a bigway by ex-
panding its eledronic presence, showasing a newer digital foetprint, and enhancing the online wikual woarship experence.

Underthe l[eadership of Pastar Maurice Wright [l-and First Lady the Reverend Jorstha Wright, 5t. lohn has always leve mpged
social media to present wital church news and information, andte market 5t. Johntothe local community. Howewer, due ta
COVID-19 implicalions, the online warship experience has risen to.a whaole new level. Spedfically, for the past two manths,
weehkly Church Scheal, ¥Wednesday Bible S5tudy, Sunday Waership, and moest recently Congregational Fellmeyship, have been
hosted by Pastar M aurice Wright and the5t. John staff viaelectrenic media.

Through the use afthe popular e-business software applicetion, Zoom Meetng, 5t. John members have gained the experi
ence of live videna onferencng. PopularSacial Media software applications, Facebook and Vimea, have brought Sunday 5er-
wices into our homes via mobile devices orpersonal computer access, spreading the gospel of lesus Christ taan even broad-
egraudience. Furthermaors, 5t. John members, families, and friends can conned in ministry using Facebook Watch Party fune-
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Virtual Ministry: Reflecting on a New Normal

Broter Bobby Adlims

L Raimdainl i prosg LN
tonality, allowing each memberan opportunity to reach peaplz outside the immediate
5t_John family and help to spread God's Word via a gmoup s=fbng.

Onling sHendance for 5t John Sundsy Warship regularly excesds 1000 viewers, gar-
nering an equal number of “sodal media likes” per service. ¥Wizwership of Wedne sday ;
Bible Study has aweraped ower 200 views perweek, a signficant increase as ompared
to in-person attendance. These data points clearly indicate that the Word of God is

reaching maore individuals than would nommally be in aftendance anSunday moarning or LHE-IEmIIgEIIWDIipSEI‘IbEI ha

Wednesday evening at 229 Church 5t. otk Bdmemben a chaice D actvely @ igage
from tielr lubig moms.

The ability totune into one of Pastor Wright's powerful sermons, &t differing imes of §
the day, provides a needed flexibiliy during omes of uncertainty. More se, In 3 1-4— "
hour economy, access to anline worship-and bible training refled s the greater needs | |
of the 2020 Chriswan, COVID-19 influenced or net. For added emphasis, in thiswrhiter's |
opinian, there is no subshtute farthe live ministry and worship experience. However,
digital dataillustrates that there is a broader segment of the Chrisdan populaton that
areinneed ofthe Word of God.

A unigue festure of the anline digital experience isthe ability for sharing of infor- QTS e R
maton and messaging. Ta berter illustrate, take the use of Facebook as an example E:é':::ﬂi':Enmﬁsgt:':!:::%rﬂrﬂ:{:ﬁ
With millions of daily users, Facebaok prevides a needed digital footprnt to beter ena | ssdioi-membes © Ban e Wond of God.
ble electronic communication within the church body. Whetheryou are a popular indi-
vidual with over 1,000 Facebook Friends (FBFs) or a limited user with a small circle of FEFs,

the opportunity to share in ministry has never been beter.

Farexample, & parsonwith 500 Facebookfriends can share a STIOHMAM E HSW [hve-link and
start a Watch Party, exposing5unday Worship or Bible Study to friends all around the coun-
try, even around the world, Task 100 members with doing the same and 5t. John has the
potential ta reach tens of thousands of believers and unbeligvers. There is a saying, neces
sity is the mother of Inven®on. In this casz, 3 broader collechve sodal media access was
gained through a strong desire to commune with God.

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a fordng funchion, allowing God's children to become
even mare crealive in reaching out te local communiies and spreadingthe lave of lesus.
The grawth in 5t. John's online waorship has clearly been an immeadiate beneficiary during
this dark period of coronavirus, This digiial experience may very well be the proversial
“Silwer Lining"” that we all seek. Even as the pandemic subsides, waccines are developed and
testing more broadly administered, it may be too dificult moving foreard te diminish this
res ministry construct. The new and improved anline church edpenence may be here to

stay,

A -huge credit goes to Pastar ¥Wright || and the 5t. John Media Team far harnessing all of the

technaologies available to ensure the 5t lohn family stays conneced. Always, enjoy the

i ]
Faebgok: e allows for dn werass | 0o T

tive worship experence.
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AME Proud

Deat oress
Samh |G mnny) Davs Bell

1 The Reverend Maurice Wright, I, Servant Pastor, First Lady, the Reversnd Jaretha

Wright and all the afficers and members of 5t. lahn African Methoadist Episcopal
Church are celebrating the 101st birthday of Deaconess Sarah (Granny) Davis Bell.
Deaconess Bell hasbeena member of5t. John AME Church for 87 years!

Deaconess Bell s known aflechionately by all, young and old as (Granny Bell, The
love the has for5t. John and the members is extraordinary. 5he loves everyone and
demonstrates that affechon eady and every day. She considers everyone a part of her
family. Happy Birthday Granny Bell! We are so honored to be part of your extended
family, She has lived this quate, “Yaur life isyeur message to the woedd. Make sure
it's inspiring.” And her |fe has truly inspired usall to be befter people.

o4 o o oo o oo o oo o o o o o oo oo o o oo oo o oo o o o oo o o o oo o s o o oo o o o o

DEtingushed Toastmaster
FArs. C B imette Puanfoy-Fears

Distinguished
Toastmaster

Mrs. Claudinette Purfoy-Fears has earned the designaton
of Distinguished Toastmaster from Toastmaster Internalion-
al.. The Distnguished Toastmaster (DTM) award represents
the highest [evel of educational achievement in Toastmas-
izrs. Toastmasters is an educalional program which assists in the development of
oral communicamian and lzadership skills.  In arder 1o, earn this presagious

award, Mrs. Purifoy-Fears had to complete 40 speeches, complete several [eader-
ship tasks, serve as a club officer, serve asa mentorfora club as well as a Toastmas-
ter, and serve as an Area Directar, Sheis currently a member of The StrategicSpeak-
grs Club GO, Mrs Purifay-Fearsis amemberef 5t.lahn AME Church. 5he is amem-

ber of the Trustes Board, the Senior Usher Board and & member af the Wemen's Missionary Society. M rs. Purifoy-Fears is

marriedto Mr. Anthony Fears. Congratulasons Mrs. Purifoy-Fears on your disnnguished accomplishment.
LA e R L L L R L R RN L L L R R I L LA L L e N R L L L R R R L L L]

The Pride of 5t. John

Steward Eddie (Coach) Sherrod hasthe disinchion of being the longest serving steward at 5t. John
AME Church. Steward Sherrod has been neminated and confirmed to serve as a5teward for 35 car-
secubive one year termms. He served twice as wice chair or Pro Tem of the Board of Stewards. He s
recagnized for his inibadon of women being nominated for posions on the Board of Stewards.
Steward Sherrmd has worked with integrity and pride under the leadership of the Reverend Dr.
Homer L, McCall, the Reverend Dr. Patrick [, Claybarn and the Reverend Maurice Wright, |1 Stew-
ard Sherrod has been amember of 5t. John AME Church far aver 35 years. He is married to the Hon-
orable Martha Lynn Sherrod (retred judge). Congratulations Steward Sherrod onyour longevity.
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2020 National Multiple Sclerosis [MS) Walk-A-Thon

Kenneth Parkam

The Annual Multiple Sclerosis (MS) walk, as anyone can imaging, was challenging for all cmnoerned
at the Mational M5 organeatonal level Instead of takingthe posimion of cancelling all achvitres
due ta COVID-19 Wirus, the society decided to embrace technology during these difficult times of
safe distancing. The national organzation set about organzing virtual walks in its commitment to
allow everyone to shll connect, canmtribute and make a difference; in the fight te eliminate M5 in
aur lifedmea.

The M5 theme, “Praying For A Cure,” [PACD was adopted by the Huntsville, Alabama Team. The Sister PatAcE Grier
teamwas-alse committed to the National MS organization’s use of technology (Facebook) forthis St John 2MEChur h
yearswirtual walk. This allowed family and frignds ta view in real ime the team walking an the

weekend of April 25, 2020. Team members |aced up theirwalking shoes and continued with the annual commitment of @is-
ing contribulions in support of the Natonal M5 effort. This year's team consisted of our faithful members Patricia Grier, Ag-
nes Gilmore, Lillie Rivers, Lorrine Farham and Kenneth Parham,

The team would like to thank everyone in advance, especially the 5t Jahn AME Hunt seille fami-
Iy and allthe othersupporters whao contributed monetarily. Those wha wish to comtribute, sull
have an opportunity to: do sa by check imade payable to National MS Saciety) or credit card.
Shauld the credit card apaon be chesen, please make the contribufion wia Lllie Rivers' Face
Book Fundraiser page or on the team’s websitel. All taxable donations to either local team
member or on the M5 PAC [Fraying For A Cure) Team’'s webpage are due June 15, 2020, The
team’'s webpage can be accessed -at: https:/f secure.nafonalmssocety.org! site /TR?
fr id=30¥ 3B pe=team&team id=623641. Scrolltothe bortom ofthe M5 PACteam’s webpags
and either donate ta theteam memberartothe M5 PAC Team.

Sirter og mes G ilmo e
5t John AME Chum

| What is Multiple Sclerasis?

Multiple sclerosis (M5) is an unpredictable disease-of the central nemnaous - system that disrupts the
floer afinfarmation within the brain, and between the brain and bady,

__i What causes M57T

The cause of M5 is still unknown, Sdentists believe that @ combination of environmental and genetitc
facturl: contributeto the risk af developing M5,

sister Lillie Rvers & ywhay ages are affected?
Chance, the dog.

St ohnAMEChURh  The progress, severity and specitic symptems of M5 in any one persan
cannot vet be predicted. Most people with MS are diagnosed between |
theages af 20 and 50, with at least two to thres fmes more woamean than men being dizgnosed

with the disgase.

northem European ancestry, Suscepbility rates vary amongthese groups, with recent findings ™ ; -
supgesa ng that African American women have a higherthan previously reported risk of develap- Skter Lormaine Farkam

. and
ing M5: Brother kenneth Fardam

Far mare infermaton visit.,eene.nallonalmssociety org e L
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Soup Kitchen FEEDING THE HUNGRY IN A
Ministry PANDEMIC WORLD

Charkie Brools

“The days are caming,” dedares theSovereign Lord, “when | willsend afamine throughthe land—not afamine of food or a
thirst forwater, but & famine of hearing the Words of the Lord.” Amos8:11 NIV

Hunger in the United States of America afleds millions of Americans, including same wha are middle dass, arwhe are in
households where all adults wark. In 2018, ever 12.5 milllon children-and 40% of United States’ undergraduate student s ex-
perienced food insecurity,” Due to the impad of COVID-19 food crisis exits in many countries, includingthe United States of
America, This novel caranavirus is having an unprecedented impac around the world, both in leakh and socoecanomic
terms, Rising levels of food insecurity and lack of accessto heatthcaregither because of strained health systems ar falling in-
comes—ars likely to increase malnutrition, paracularky amang children, pregnant wamen and the elderky.

Onthefood supply side, harvests have been good-and the 2020 outiook for staple crops is promising. However, movement
restricions necessary to comtain the spread of the wirus will disrupt the transport-and processing of food and ather oidcl
goods, increasing delivery Bmes and reducing avallability of eventhe most basic foeod tems.

Rising unemployment and under employment will likely reduce peoples's purchasing power sevarehly. Who will help? The
Warld Food Program (WFPjisthe fond-assistance branch of the United Matons and the Warld's largest humanitarian organk
zation addressing hungerand prometing food security. The World Faod Program of the United States isthe recognized lzad-
Er in America’s pursuit-to end global kunger. The WFP inspires individuals, businesses and policymakers to do everything. in
their power o create azero hunger word, They believe inaworld without hungerwhere children hawve the proper nutriion
for & healthy start in Iife, where families have access to food even when natural disasters strike, conflicts and pandemics.
They propose that farmers grow enough food to feed themsebres and parfcipate in markets where nattons have the ability to
respond intimes of crsis.

This erganization has been anthe front lines of the World'sworst hunger crises, ighting hunger since 1962, providing Hf esaw-
ingmeals to 100 million of the World's most wulnerable people in more than B0 countries, Today's extreme |levels of hunger
inapandemicwaorld s unimaginable and imposes an extreme alert.”

Closer to home is the Marth Alabama Food Bank, located here in Huntswville, Alabama. Itworks to end hunger inthis area by
effering hunger relief prmgrams that immediately feed peaple in need, It also addressesthe raot @uses of hungerthmugh
local food iniWalves that foster entrepreneurship and healthy food access. The Food Bank supplies 8.9 millien pounds of feod
to hemeless shelters, food pantries, soup kitchens and children®s programs across eleven counties in Morth Alabama. Togeth-
gr they feed over 80,000 people at risk of hunger. They pariner with churches to provide weekend meals kits to students
who depend upon scheol meals and wha may go hungry when schoal 5 closed. Mote: 5t lahn AME’s Stewardess Board has
been instrumental inthis effart af pravided meaals for families in need.

When Americans work together to alleviate condigonsthat perpetuate chronic hunger; when food insecurity ceasesto force
families to not make tradeofis between basic needs, such as housing, medical bills and food, then, communities of faith will
have spread love to others in need. Feod, simple, sufticient substance enables every hurman beingte reach their full, God giv-
en potental. The simple act of providing one a meal shauld bethe priarity of every faith based arganization. And when this
becames reality, then the Chriswian community can prodaim Glory to God.

The5t. John AME Church Soup Kitchen continuesto serve meals to those who come each 3™ and 4™ Tuesdays monthly, even

duringthis pandemic

“Hunger inthe United States. (2020, May). en Wikipedio. Retrieved from ltps:/fenwikipedia.arg
“World Food Program. (2020, 2020 Global Report on Food Crisis. Retrieved fram http )/ /wenawfp.org
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Church School Lesson Cverview — June 2020

The rewviewswers written by Brather Willie Sandifer

lun=7, 2020

Lesson Title: Listen to God's Wisdam

Lessan Seripture: Proverbs 1

Print: Proverbs 1:1-4, F & 10, 20-22, 32 33
Deveotional Songs: "#364" [ 827 2[, and #243[]

Key Verse: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdam and instruc-
won” {Proverbs 1:7).

King Soloman, whe reigned around 570 — 930 BC, created
three thousand proverbs and is memsoned in 3 couple of
places. The ones that the men af Hezekiah king of Judah,
wiha reigned around F23-700 BEC, copied out of the three
thousand are found in chapters 25 through 29,

The autharrelates that Solemon was 2 wiseman and that-his
wisdam was a gift frem Gad. The authorfurther shares with
usthat the spirtual pift needsto be accepted and used regu-
lardy. Wisdom is no excephon: Although wise, Salomon’s life
took a path that showed that he did net usethe gt when it
came to himself, as he married women froam among pagan
nations. He wasthus lured to worshipping those pagan gods,
God told Solamon that the kingdom weuld be divided after
his death.

Jun= 14, 2020

Lessan Title: Value Wisdem

Lessan Seripture: Genesis 39, Proverhs 2

Print: Proverbs 2:1-11

Devetional Songs! 377 [[; #251[}; and £243[]

Key Verse: "The LORD giveth wiisdom: out of hismouth
cometh knowledge and understanding” (Froverbs 2:6),

Imthis lesson we see parallelismthat Solomon used as he
makes the same point with synonymsor cose synomyms.

The appealfram Fatherte Son in last week's lesson is conlin-
ued inthis lessan. The author notesthat the father encour-
agestheson onthe benefits of inding wisdom fully aware
thatthe son muld find many ether treasurestao go after.

The cammentary notesthat an intense search should be
used to find wisdarm, as ane must cry out for knowlzdge and
raise upane’svoice forunderstandinginstead of whispering.
One must also desirewisdam as much as many desire mate-
rial wealth. One must go after Gad himself and nat po-after
maney.

Jume 21, 2020

Lezsan Title: Recelve Wisdom's Gifts

Lesson Scnpture; Job 1;42, Proverbs 8

Print: Prowverbs &:8—14, 17-21
Devetional Songs: §361[];#258]; and #243[]

Key Verss: "Receive my instruction, and not silver; and
knowlzdge ratherthan choice gold. Forwisdom is betler
than rubjes; and all the things that may be desired are not to
be compared to it (Proverbs 810, 11).

Theappealtofollowthe path of fear of the Lord graunded
wisdom continues inthisweek's |lesson. The intmdudory
nineg chapters contain the principles and personifizs wisdam
three imesasawoman and she is shown as making her ewn
appeal and her own commentary,

Inthe ancient Mear East, wisdom was valued highly, Because
of their skill, wise men held ranked positions inthe govern-
ment of most nattons and were cansidered exceptional in
wisdam, Wise women were mentioned inthe Old Testament
too

Thewisdom |ike that withinthe book of Praverks is nat
capped to aspecial class of peaple. t isforeveryone without
regard to social statusto [ve by and pradice. Four wise ani-
mials are described in Proverbs 30:24-28. They have prach cal
skills that helpthem thrive and survive: The wisdom in Prow-
erbshelps us likewise makingwisdom more than just intek
lectual prowess. [t guides a person as they navigate through
Iife in this sinful woarld by instructng them how to. act, speak,
and respond in many situations.

lune 28, 2020

Lessan Title: Feast with Wisdom

Lessan Serpture: Proverbs 3

Print! Proverbs 9:1-6, 510, 13-13

Devotional Songs! #77[1; #97[; and 243

Key Werse: “Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way
of understanding” (Proverbs 3:6);

This week's lesson is the last ane to be discussed from the
book of Proverbs: It comes from the last chapter of the
apening sechian which is the first nine chapters, Persanified
as awarman, Wisdom, lays out'her case for being chosen and
follmwed as a way of life. Briefsayings and statements cover
ingawide range of topics are contained in chaptes ten an-
wiard. These are brief sayings that often contrast the life of
wisdamwith the life af folly.
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Homrdaal o e 47

This lesson alsa points out that the essentals of life and of
eternity boil down to ang choice. The first psalm ends with a
contrast of this cheice: "The Lord knoweth the way of the
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall parish” {Fsalm
1:8 . Through Proverbs the choicesare shown aswisdom and
foolishness more than ten omes. Wisdom l=ads to: life and
foalishness leadsto death

Durngthe manth of May
Church Schoal will meet an Z00M Meesmng.

Tepie: Church School Zoom Meeting
Time: Sundays 9am - 945am {Church Schoal
Mid-day Fellowship, Mon, -5at. 11:30am

Fram a computer, tablet, ar cell phane
JoinZoom Meet ng by typingthis link into your browser:
hitps:/fusldwebzoom. us/ /46265871122
ped =Ml ZcKR S EZPM FECLOM cWI1iR3NXZ=09

Meeting I0: 462 GEF 112
Passward: 017 348

Fram atelephone: One tap mobile
+13126266799 462687 1127 US [Chicagn)
+19292056099 4626587 1128 US (N ew York)

Dizl by wour location
+1 312 626 6799 US [Chicagn)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Mesting ID: 462 6E7 112
Passward: 017348

135th 5t John AME Church Anniversary

Commemoratve Lapel Pin
Be one af thefirst memberste awn this
beautTully crafied commemarative lapel pin.

85.00 rach

Purchase from anySteward arthe 5t John church afice.
&l fu nek do @ tedd to the WEIDH 2020 Boikl ing Fund

duneteenth will be celebrated on Friday, June 13, 20200 It is
the oldest natonally celebrated commemaoration of the end-
ingof slavery inthe United S5tates. Datng back to 1865t was
on June 1% h that the Union soldiers, led by Majar Generml
Gordan Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that
the war had ended and the enslaved peaple were now free,
This was twa and half yearsafier President Lincoln's Emanci
pation Proclamaton, which had become efficial on Jandary 1
1863, The news of the Emancipation had litle eflect on the
region of Texas because there were 3 minimal number of
Unign Troops In the area to enforce: B, However, that
changed when General Lee surrendered in April of 1865 and
General Granger's regiment amived to enforce the proclama
won.

The news was met with: great jubilawon, The celebragon of
dune 19th was caingd “Juneteenth” and grew with more par-
wopation fram descendants. The Juneteenth celebration was
a fime far reassuring each other, for praying and for gather-
ing remaining famiby members. Juneteenth continued io be
highly rewered in Texas decades later, with many former
slawes and descendants making an annual pilgrimage back 1o
Galestan on this date.

Juneteenth celebrafions were often highlighted with fesh-
vals, food and gatherings. It wasatime far bringing together
family members who had been spread through owt the
south. Food was a central part of the gathering as was fish-
ing, baseball and rodeos. 1t was the custom to have special
gusst speakers arthe elders were called uponto recount the
events af the past. Prayer services were alsa a majar part of
these celebrations.

On January 1, 1980, Juneteenth became an offidal Texas
state haoliday through the effons of Al Edwards, an African
American legislatar. Juneteenth is now celebrated acoss the
United 5tates and some foreign ountries,

Farty-six of the 50 United 5tates and the Distrid af Columbia
have recognized Junetesmth as either a state holiday arcere
maonial holiday, a day of observance. The four states that do
not recognize Juneteenth are: Hawaii, Nordh Dakota, South
Dakota, and Montana.

dunetesnth, Retrieved on OF May 2020
luneteenth.com

from htips://
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Eﬂlﬂhﬁ : Church School
,J'L‘-bm Book Club

May 2020 Diseussion Dat=: May 16, 2020
10:00 AN, —11:30 A, M.

An Americon Marrioge, Tayari Janes, 2018

June 2020 Cizscussion Dater June 20, 2030
10:00 AN, —11:30 AN,

Tha Coged Buttasfly, Thomas, Marion L, 2019.

Addie Maylield: On ane autumn night in 1949, Addiefalls far
the jrresis@hle red curls and wibrant green eyes of a8 young
man fram the sther side af the railroad tracks. Meither know-
ingthat the consequences of their leve wauld have lasting
eflects.

Timimy Taylor. Known as one af the greatest white jaz= piz-
nists in Mew York, Timmy newver had & reasan'to queston ks
idenwty - untiltruth and betrayal strike. Will Timmy be able to
puzh past the pain?

Nina Taylor, Beaunful and talented, Nina Taylar inherited her
father's talent, but not his white skin, Certain that is how he
made it hig, she dives deepinto a deadly obsession. Will Mina
learn te love the skin she lsin before it Is too laie?

Get immersad in thisepictale of feadess love, family secrats,
and deadly nbsessiansthat spans acossfour genemtons and
three states—Georgia, Chicagn, and New York. —Amazaon

CHt JEFFERY COOPER

General Conference Update

Taday, the General Conference Commission voted to reschedule
the Glst. Quadrennial Conference to July 2021 The Conference
will open an July 6, 2021,

For those who have already registered and reserved their hotel
reservations for the General Conference, you will be contacted
by ermiail with further instrucliens within the next three weeks.
Tharnkvyou for your pamence while we work through these de-
tails,

O bserver registraion for the Cenference remains apan. The dis
courted registration of 5120 (with Member Card has bean ex-
tended unwl December 31, 2020, Register now at httpsy/
wowawr, am e-church.cam),

With the mowve of General Conferenece to 2021, the 37th Biennial
of the Connedional Lay Organizaton will alsa be moved and
held in Orlande fallawingthe General Conference. The planning
team is workingto finalize new conmtracts with the hotels and
Orange County Convention Center. Once mmpleted, more de-
tails will be released.

Peacs,
Rew. DOr. leftery B. Coaper
General Secretary/ CI0

African Methodist Episcapal Church

P.O.Box 331028 -17 20 Scowvel Street -Nashille, TH 37208
Office: B1%254-0911-Fax: 615-254-0912
cioi@ame-church.com
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Announcements

5t John AME Chureh
Wership Service

St John AME Bible Stuchy
Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.
sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be
viewesd onthe follawing media

platforms.

St.John Face Book Live Stream
Wisit &t stjohnamehsy

Church websitz: wwenw stjohnhuntsville.com COME JOIN OUR

Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”
St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy
foutulie at 5t.Jahn AME Huntsville ar
Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Faypal, CashApp ar sending your ofleringiothe church via U.5. Fost:

Sendingwial.5. Post Office; Complete the form below, cut aleng the datied line-and submitin-an emeelap
with yaur check,

229 Chygreh Strael W = Huntsyiiie, Alabams 358071
Baynrersd MaLirs s Wmgne. 1 PEe
VA B ) rEnde pni e Lo A a0 e Beaiite Lo i

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

CF i <h,
Fae™ i Aids
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
anms My

LIy Huming Fraer
P Flibsilsia Foxdad

Cosr Armasim % TEHTRL
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B 38.m
Chux hSchool

10 D0 -a ey, Warship
Communan Sunday

& KYEN Dl pilin=

|4

E4%a.m
EhurchSchoo |

10400 s, Waoarshap

21
B 5e.m
Church5chon |
18 040 mm . Wiarahap
Father's D=y

VPO Meetng

28

Exd Jo.m
ChurchSchoal

10400 mm. Waahip

AnmalMen's D&y

June 2020

Wied

&)

5:30m,m
X F U et

17

“acaion Bible
School

Soup Kit hen
13:30a.m. —
1300 p.m.

23

Soup Eic hEn
11:30&.m. -
0060 Y.

30

Ofticial Bd . Meeting

600 p.m.

™ e e

G
SBHED
Chorh 5 hool
0 P MEon
5t ohn —Huntsvil ke

20

IoDDE.m
Chueh 5z hool Boo kClub

WWDs.m.

Hee IirE HEmrt kin

Juneteenth

6:00 p.
Pricen Mk iny
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103

That if you conafess with your mouth, “lesus 5 Lard, “and believe i your heart

INDRIC
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H AP IPY

FATHERS DAY

What Makes a Dad

God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,

The power of the eagle’s flight,
The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,

The patience of eternity,

The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there wasnothing more to add,
He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so He called it...Dad.

- e

|
i
3

— Author Unknown
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St. lohn AME Celebrates The Class of 2020 Graduates

6. phnson

§1. Juhn AME Church honored its Classof 2020 high school and eollege praduates on Saturday, May 16, 2020. The graduates
wiere not gpoingto ba denied @ serious celebration bacause of the pandemic The Reverend Maurice Wright, |l-.and the Rew-
erend Joretha Wright and other members planned a "Drve-through” party for the graduates. The mngregation was invited
to “drive through” and share congratulatary expressions with each graduate. The graduates were posted autside at indF
widually decarated tables. Bveryone was encouraged to adhereto the COVID-19 safe prackces of wearing @ mask, remain-
ingintheirvehiclesand maintainingsocial distancing. Here are just afew of the photosaf the event.
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St John AME Celebrates The Class of 2020 Graduates
B. ohnsn

redim interdiews vere dome by WAFF, WZDK aml WHNT TV, Py bat kofthe Grad wmton Celebrtioncan be foum at
https. ) wanw poee B comy'a mp/s) wers wa oo m 2020054 7 /51- o heea me-chare b boner- higvschoolc olege-gmad uates- wit Frd rive-
thr-meade.
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Celebrating 101 Years of Life
Ceaconess Sarah “Granny” Davis Bell

May 6, 2020 was a historical day for 5t John AME's oldest member, Deaconess Sarah Dawvis Bell. It vwas Deaconess Bell's
101st. Birthday. When sheturned 100, the church celebrated with 3 birthday recepiion. On her 39th birthday, every meam-
ber present an that Sunday, presented herwith a long stem red rose. The Caronaviruswas not going to demy 5t. lohn an
apportunityto celebrate er 101st birthday. She thought the Pastorwas just coming by to visit and wish her a happy birth-
day. When she came out an the drivewsay, she was greeted with a mravan of decorated cars, balloons, banners, posters and
flowers wishing her a Happy 101st Birthday! The news media were there to @pture the event farthe evening news and for
a spedal which was-aired later in the weaek, Here are just & few pictures from the celebraiions,

Deaconess Samh Dave Bells eaconess Samh Davis Bell's
28 th Birthday Celeb mtion 10t h Eithday CeEhmtan
Way 8 May Axls

LR —

Happy 1015t Birthday
Deaconess Sarah Granmy Davis Belll
ay 2020

Decomtions marking the spot,

Fh'r BackoTihe Hll'ﬂ'lilf ParEiecan = Sung st

PR rwr-ght bl Eol, S uﬁﬁjﬁ:méﬁ';ﬁ:ﬁ n.:!:;ﬁ-'lllmrrlrr
Wiatc FIEI'IEH'! Drice- By Parad £ ﬁ!nmtsﬂhh i'trl:lu'f-u"rm-l:u mde, %

310 utp utTy pe=a mp Pictures courtey ot Ange lia Seay

Acamvan of birkay wEhes!
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Sons of Allen Support Peaceful Protest

Against Police Brutality and Systemic Racism
Brother Bobby 2d kins

George Flayd!Say. His. Name. GEQRGE FLOYD! The senseless death of the 46-year old Floyd I!HME'qI‘EE EI]EI] in Minneap-
olis, MN, at the hands of four Minneapalis Folice Department officers, g e

pushed the nation ta its knees and set off a series of natonwide protests
that hiave since spread amund the world, Protests in support-of the Black
Lives Matier (BLM) moverment have arupted in every state inthe US, as
wiel| as cities such as London, England; Sydney, Australia; Seoul, South Ko-
rea, Sao Paulo, Brazil; Stuttgart, Germany; and Paris, France. Floyd's death
has been a watershed moment inthe Apht agsinst systemic racism and
police brutality, K has sparked a detailed conversabon abaut race, race
relawions, and policng since the fisry protests that swept the nawon during &
the 1960s Civil Right s M avernent.

In Huntswille, pretestars gathered sach night at- Big Spring Park since o

Floyd's death. The Sons of Allen, led by Pastar Maurice Wright ||, pario- o b0 me e rand 2B ba ma State Ho Be
pated ina peaceful protest on June 3, 2020, providing support to-the rally | pe prece ptative 2nthony Baniels (D), speals pas-
host, the North Alabama Chapter of the Nawonal Assodation for the Ad- |siomte lyabo ut the Power of Votine & the urpency
vancement of Colored People (NAACF . Atkendance by several esimates, toerd Police Miscord wict.

exceeded 2,000 persans at the June ¥ protest, which lasted from 500 —
6:15 pm. Thoughthe scheduled protestwas peaceful and withouwt inddent, tempers flared as the city-imposed 8:00 pm
curfew went into effect: These minor disturbances did little to taint the success afthe event artao reduce the: enthusiasm
and passion of the protestars.

Frior to the protest, the Sons of Allen hosted 2 "Real Talk from the Man Cawve” wirtual session via Zoom Mesting on June
2™, wihich lasted well-aver 2 haurs. During the meeding 25 ministry membears spoke emotianally regarding the challenges
that African American men face in 2020 seciety, Whether working in Corpomte America, or within our own communit es, i
wias acknowledged that no econemic status or pasiion eliminates a black man in Amercafram the challenges and anxie
fiesresuling from systemic racism.

Fersonal and heart-felttesttmonies were shared by those on the Zoom
Call. The weight af the Floyd death, caming on tha heels of the fatal
shoofing of 26-yearold Breonna Tayloran March 13, 2020 by members
of-the Louisville [KY) police department; and the killing of 25-yvear old
Ahmaud Arbery, at the hands af white vigilanies near Brunswiclk, GA an
February 23", provided another element of emotion and anger. Just
camingto grips with the current-state of race in America has been difli-
cult, Atithe onset of the meeting, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 was read, with a
focus on "every thought captive to the obedignce of Chrst” inwverse 5.
This served as areminder that in eur anger, lesus is thereto bear aur
burdens and to give us Gadly wisdom,

Protesters representing mamy races, creeds, and col
o came out to protest the killing of George Flond
are against police brutalty onJune 3, 2020 in Hei kts-

Many like this writer, may be asking themsehes, “Why now? “Why il A

Huriseille? The United States has & lang and infamous history of sys
temic Acsm, blatant discriminatan, incame inequality, and a rigged criminal jushice system that directly and avartly im-
pacts the African American ommiunity. Floyd’s death appearsto have beenthe matdy that It a series of sociakeconomic
powder kegs, each channeled through the senseless death af an African American citizen afthis country -at the hands of
law enfarcement or (white nawonalist). His death has exposed for the world to see underlying and mare systemic issues
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Peaceful Protest
Against Folice Brutality and Systemic Racism

A et nd A e

affe ching Americans of limited means,

Areas of inequality, not’just in hewethe naion polices its ciizens, but'in how Federal and 5tate Governments respondto
their own ciizens, is on full display, Each day we are bambarded with videos of unnecessary use of force from law en-
farcement against peaceful protestors,

Acomplete lach of discipline from members of law enforcement is on display, which only angers viewers and heightens

animosity in the black cammunity toerards the police. FII‘|E||'5I'_, a lack of compaszsion and a nenchalance in the face ofthe
Y deadly COVID-19 pandemic has contributed 1o the angst and
ariety that |s raging in this country, Alsa, & general lack of
awareness (or cara) fram the executive leadership, amidst the
great ecanomic metdown af 2020, has brought together a
new rainbow coalimon of pratesters.

The 2020 CARES ACT hasalso contributed in subtle wenys, with

yet another massive shift of wealth to the "Haves” and atthe

expense of the "Have-nots.” Large corporations received a

disproporionate amount of the samulus, using payments to
4 prop up balance sheets, while stratepizing to lay off workers.
Smalkbusiness owners have been left wanting for econamic
gquality, while large oorporations have collected the ligns-
share of somulus payments. All the whilg, the stock market,
= which benefits the "Hawves" is within strking distance of pre-
COVID highs, underscoring the disconnect betwesen main-
stream America and ¥YWall Street,

Pastor Maurie Wrght [et], a:mmpanld by B mthe r Bob by
Adlirs, Pesdent of the 5t. John &ME Sors of AR, 5ho sed
up to potest Palice Brutality and 5ystemic Rac Em.

Floyd's death has served to galanize the young and old around the BLM movement and opened the door for Whita
Americans of consdous to join in masses, sesing mare clearly than ever as Dr, Marin Luther King Ir. stated in his Len=r
from o Birminghom Jail, "Injustice Amywhere s aThreat to Justce Beerywhere”

The sight of majority white protestors, in polini@lly conservative states such as Kansas, Mebraska, and Uiah, indicate a
new demographic being introduced to the wery real legacy of

Black Oppression, In a June &, 2020 Tewxos Monthly article ftled

“Black Lives Matter Comes to ¥idor —¥es, YWider,” white Ameri-

Ens, Ina Texas town described as the mast radst in the state,

joined local BLM leaders for a short rally and marnch. This inter-

sechion af rmee and region signal a shift from this being a ma-

ment, and instead [t manifests tself inte a significant movemeant,

White protestors, pepper-sprayad and attacked by paramilitang-
autfitied police, now have first-hand edperience and a sizable
dose of empathy for what Black-Americans have dealt with far
ower 400 years in this country, The cavalier attitude of Floyd's
arresting officer, as he placed his knee inte Floyd's neck {and his
handsin his pocket), choking him-of air, openedthe nation's eyes

4 local protestor holds upsign mading “STOP KILLING LE®
at the June 3, 2020 protest @iy in Huntsy ik,

P e mwend o e W)
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Peaceful Protest
Against Folice Brutality and Systemic Racism

wide tothe attude of same uniformed officers towards Black-Americans. George Floyd's life was dearly not of worth to the
Minneapalis Police Department, as he was killed aver what is being alleged a5 passing-a phony 520 bill. That Floyd was al-
ready handoufied and being held down by three addmonal police officers only addsto the rage. Flayd was a threat to the
officers because of the color of his skin, not because of any violation of the l=w.

Again, this writer asks, “why now?* 2020 has delwersd a tremen-
daus amount of grief ta familigs around the United 5tates and
around thewarld. 1t has been 3 series af body blees, each weaken-
ing the core of the natton. A collechon of struggle, hardship, shodk,
and heartbreak; For many, inside and outside the sports world, the §
death of MBA legend Kobe Bryant, in late January, would have auto- 8
mabt@lly qualified 2020 as ayearto farget. The sudden nature of his
passing triggered an introspechive periad, with plenty of soul search-
ing amongst his fans and foes alike. His death offered the world a
painful reminder of how seift life can end, a5 well as a8 new awae-
ness of what people as a sacdety may be missing. Be it gquality tme

Protest fist in the airina show ot solid arity fort he
with family or reflecting on unfulfilled promisz or dreams, Bryant’s stor mEs " it

death was awakeup call to many, especially within the African Amer-
ican community,

As mamy around the world were grieving Bryant's death, the silent killer, COVID-19, commonly referred to as Caronavirus,
was slowly spreading and making its presence fek, first in large metropolitan areas, and then within svery community, in
En.i'er'y state. Starbingin Asia, and spreading into the United States, Amencans were forced to take prevenfive measures, in-
dudingtravel bans, the shuttering of businesses-and schoaols, impleme i ng stay at home measures and prachicingsodal dis-
tancing: These measures increased the level of ardiety in many households, adding another dimension af woarry and eco-
nomic decay to communities already struggling to get by.

Asthe economy slowed; the number of unemployed began to grow, with communites of color being affected most. Accard-
ingta alune b, 2020 report from the Washington Post, 40% of Bladi-owned businesses hiawve closed due to COVID-19, Peo-
ple of calar are overepresented based on populaion in the areas.of retail services, health care, ground transportaion and
hﬂEFiitE"‘l‘f Az such, the perils of being considered “essential workers” or warking in a segment af the emnomy with |mes
wages and limited Emplu'qrment beneﬁts has exacerbated the emnomic and heatth problem, Without access to quality
= health care and beinginthe most wulnerable segment of the popula

ﬂpﬂf monta COVID-19, black and brown peoplewere stuck In a "Darned

. vou do, darned if you |:||:|rr't"' dilernma, having to choose bEtween

| brunt of COVID-19, as well as which segment of the population en-
sured there was not'a total collapse of the economy. Blad Amen-
CANS OnCeE again rose to the occasion and acted as the single thread
that has held many areas of the economy together, at great person-
al expanse.

In-a sense, the trajecories of Bryant's death, COVID-19, record ur-
Young African amercan ssters am taking their place on'the | employment, police brutality, systemic racism, and sriminal jusice

frontlires in the fighttoerd mcismand injustice. refarm all intersected on the camer of E 38" 5t.and Chicago Ave. on
May 25, 2020 in Minneapaolis. The Gearge Floyd murder has placed a spotlight on a decade’sworth of meaningless killings of
young black men and women; the unfulfilled promise of some of the brightest and most gifted. Tamir Rice, Eric Garner, Mi-
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Peaceful Protest
Against Police Brutality and Systemic Racism

ML swibrideal Mria preage WU

chaal Floyd, and Sandra Bland are but & few of the Blach-Americans §

whose lives have heen snuffed out at the hands of law enforcement. 5o

miany others, without a hint of cAminal misconduct, have been effechvely

targeted by local law enforcement, net dueteo the content of their charac-

ter, but because of the mlar of their skin. Asthe Pastor of 5t. John stated

in alune 1st interview on NBC affiliate, WAFF4E Huntswille, “i4e"r= ongry ||_ o g
We're ongry obout this We're fired af watching aur sans baing gunned F{:IF [:h-hc
down ¥ ’ll"l.,..ﬂ"E

When MFL star Colin Kaepernicktook 3 knee during the 2016 season, he

was ostraceed, with MFL owners joining together to force him from the

leggue. Hispatriolsm was questoned by influental persans from the N AL

to the White House. Kaepernick was joined in protest by ather NFL play- | vourg activit fro m white and His pa nic co mmunities
ers, as well as players in other professional sports. These silent protests| kave strengthened the Blck Lives Matter move ment
set off a firestorm acmss America, with conservative media seeking to
reframe the protest as "ant-American”, thus shifting the narrafive away from the intent of the protest, to highlight pelica
brutalty upon people af colar.

Fast forward four years, and in light of recent tragedies, NFL Commissioner, Roger Goodell, who owerssw the secrefive, yet
tachial remaval of Kaepemidk frem the |eague four years ago, has now admitted the |l2ague was wrong in failing to
acknmeledge the histary of radsm and pelice bias inthis country, In a8 publicstatement, since rebuked by the YWhite House,
Goodell statesthat the MFL is now ready to partnerwith the African American community in support af police refarm. Faor
this writer, there isirony in Kaepernidk beinghkicked out of the league fortaking 2 knee, while George Floyd was murdered in
the very same way. The ironmy illustrates the |level of discennec that many white Amencans have for the plight of the African
Americaninthis naon.

Thesa protests seem different. & younger, mare energetic and diverse grodp of patriots have assumed their posmons as lead-
ers and architects of the movement. A genermtion raised on suburban soccer fields and fully integrated athletc teams have
foundtheirvaices. A generaton afyaung white Americans raised on Hip-Hop, and enlightened ly the best of African Ameri
can excellence in business, sporis, and entedainment, have Jained the fray, ignaring parents, who have their own histery of
silence onthese issues.

Young Hispanic-Americans, fadng a federal administrafion that focuses on cracking down an immigraton and threatening
family membars, have alse steppead up, understandingthat Black-Amencans have paved the way far greater Civil Rights, and
perhaps seeing this as a chance to repay the African-American cammunity for the historic sacrifices that have benefited ather
minority Communimes.

Lasthy, as this mevemeant confinues to mature, 5t. John AN Ewill remain awvery present help far this Huntsellle community in
this imez of trouble. Ferhaps, this moament, has opened the eyes of enough persans across a most diverse set of the popula
fion to force change, not just in mindset, but also &t the ballot box. For this movement to be successful, Americans of all
shiades should start now verifying eligibility ta wote, consider contribuing to the BLM movement, begin suppering other
Criminal Justice Reform coalitions, such as Faith in Action — Alabama iHuntsville Chapten ar the Equal lustice |nitiafive, or
simply start 8 conversgion with a ngighbar an race relaffons. As believers, we know that they @n do all things through
Christ wha provides strength.

With God as sur refuge, the Sansof Allen will contnue ta loek to the hills fram which cometh our help, which indeed cames
fremthe Lord. BLACK LIV ES MATTER! Shalam?
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AME Proud

| Can't Breathe!

The edclaim, *1 Can't Breathe” has heen heard around the
wiorld far the |last month since the brutal, televised killing
af Mr. George Floyd. [t has echoed in every city, state,

county, village and hamlet, large and small. it has reso-
nated throughout the nation and imMemat®onally as a call
farjustice, fairness and equality denied.

After a tumuliuous week of protest in Huntsville, Ala-
bama,5t. Jahn steod firmby in ane accard with the world,
— asmembersdressed in “l Can't Breatha, Again” shirts.

Asthe country [noked far answers, Pastar Wright anSun-
day, Juna 7, 2020 provided a solution in his message, "A
Remedy for What's Gaing On." His sermaon gave four ant-
dotes farthe “people called by His name” should adhere

to, He reaffirmed that they should 1. pursue peace, 2, do justly, lowve mercy and walk humbly with God, 3, get back to God
and & pray, seek His face and turn frem-their wicked ways.

The Reversnd Maurice Wright, | was also interviewsd by a local media journalist, Payton Walker, WAFF News, after the
protest held in Huntsville. He was asked how he fal about the protest. His response was, “We're angry about this. We're
fired of watching our sans being punned down, We're 8red of beingtaken for granted. My anly concern is when it turnsto
the leotng and when it turnste this negative behavior, that adually takes away from what the message really |s. The mes
cape is about justce” Pastor Wright contnued by saying, "My hope is wewill turn outto vote like we tumed ouwt to protest.
fF peopleturn out to vote the way they turned out to protest, we can begin to turnthis things around.”

Areplay afthe full intarview can be viewed by going to:
s ferwew, walt.com/2020,/06/0 1/ Hurt sville-pastor-react s-killing- george-floyd/

Honoring QOur Elders

Or. Arthur Walker and Mrs. Rosa Rice Waller were honored during the 12th Annual Roseria
James Foundation "Henonng Qur Elders” Celebraton. The Rosetla lames Foundabon is-a non- -
profit organizaton which gives back annually ta the community by providing scholarships 1o
deserving high schiool and college studeants,

Dr. Waller was honared far his many years as an exceptanal educatar, Or. Walker was the for-

mer president of the 6,000-student Motlow State Community College in Moore County, Ter
nesses.

Mre, Rosa Rice Walker an esteemed educstar in her own right was recognized for her 35 years or. arthurywalkerand

of teaching experience with Huntswille City Schools. Her educational career has been broad M, Rena, R W ey

and diverse, encompassing kindergarten through high schoal,

We salute the Walkers and are proud ef their rmany successas and accamplishment s,
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Soup Kitchen
Ministry

Charkoe Brods

Cigitizing St. John AME
Church Records and DCocuments
July 24th and July 31st

WE PROPOSE LOVE!

“I5 1T NOT TOSHARE OUR BREAD WITH THE HUNGRY
and bring the homeless poor into your house,
when you see the naked, to cover him,
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,
andyour healing shall spring up speedily;
yvour righteousness shall go before you;
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear puard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
You shall cry, and he will say, ‘"Herel am.’
If you take away the yoke from your midst,
the pointing ofthe finger, and speaking
wickedness,
if you pour yourself out for the hungry
an d satisfy th e desire of the afflicted,
then shall your light rise in the darkness
and your gloom be as the noonday.
Andthe Lord will guide you continually
and satisfy your desire in scorched places
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters do not fail.”

-ISAIAH 58-7-11 (ESV)

Save the Dates
Friday, July 23dth and Friday, July 31st

“Shetternngin Place” for two moenths gave everyone a chance
totackle some of those projeds which had been placed onthe
“back burner” One of these daurd’ ng tasks was probably de
cluttering office space, the garage or that aeful hall closet.
YWhen the tazk was finally scheduled and unavoidable, atreas
ure trove of historcal documents and pictures, along with the
junk wasmaore than likely uncovered.

S50, whatto do with the historical decuments and keep-sakes?
Here's a solutton. The Histary M akers Ministry has partnered
with the Huntseille-Madisan County Library's project to dig-
iize, and preserve the history of not enly the families in Madi-
son County, but alsothe churches of Madison County.

These'ars the itemswhich can be digtized;

+ Al items pertainingto 5t John AME Church (i old pro-
grams, anniversary programs, feunder's day programs,
holiday programs, minutes from different church organzs
mons)

Letters, photographs, records, arifacs

All tems must be original (ne photompies or reproduc-
tong and owned by the person bringing them for dighiza-
won,

ltemswill be scanned and returnedtothe swners A linkto the
digital archive far5t. Jlohn will be made available for viewing
the digimzed items. The history af the church will be archived
for retrieval by future generafions Retriewing 135 years af his
tery will be aseasy as accessingthe link, pointngand dicking,

A team of library archivists will be coming to 5t. Jahn to scan
tems inthe5. 5. Herefard Fellowship Hall an Frday, July 24th
and Friday, July 31st.

To continue good COC Safe Prachces of social distancing and
sanifizing, The Histary Makers Ministry will be scheduling ap-
pointments an Friday, July 24tk -and Friday, July 31st for any
members who would liketo get all theirinfarmation digiized,

Cortact Mrs, Abbiegail Hugine, {256-372-52300 Histary M akers
Ministry, chairpemson for appaintmants.
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Church School Lesson Overview — July 2020

The rewviewswers written by Brather Willie Sandifer

July 5, 2020

Lesson Title: Wisdam's Vindication

Lessan Seripture: M atihew 11:1-9

Print: Matihew 11:7-19

Deveotional Sengs: “#215" [ 827 2[], and #243[]

Key Wersa: The Son of Man came esting and drinking, and
they say, “Logk, @ glutton and adrunkard, a friend of the tax-
collectors and sinners!™ Yet wisdom is windicated by her
deeds” (M atthew 11:15),

Inthis lesson the author of Marihew 11 is sharing that for
years the people had heard af a coming sawviar. This sawvior
wiould be the King of Kings andihe Lord of Lords. Depending
on wham the current kingswas, there may have been more
details added as to the type of savior that was coming. The
people may have thought of a M esesfigure who would come
and bring plagues or a David figure wha would come like a
warrior, would come and destroy the place. The author
points aut that this was not the case with lahn the Bapl'st or
with lesus, as they did net matchthe people’s expectaions.

July 12, 2030

Lessan Title: The Boy lesus

Lessan Seripture: Ecclesiastes 3;1-15; Luke 2:35%-52

Print: Ecclesiastes 3:1, Th; Luke 2:39-52

Devetional Songs: #381];#251[]; and #243[]

Key Verse; “The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God wasupaon Kim* {Lulke 250),

Inthis week's lessan it i5 seen that at a3 young age Jesus was
able to do what only trained and prepared scholars wers
allowed to do. Many have marveled at how lesus was able to
hang out with the elders and pargtcipate in their discussion,
The teachers stood in we; however, everyone was not ohay
with Jesus’ acions.

The author notes that Jesus is greater than evemnyone else
because He hasthe nature and autharity of God himself. ¥ia
lesus, God entered the word to save His peaple.

July 15, 2020

Lessen Title: The Wisdam af lesus

Lessan Seripture: Mark 6:1-6; 7:1-23

Print: Mark 6:1-6

Devetional Songs! §221[[; #258]; and #243[]

Key Werse: “On the sabbath he began ta teach in the syna-
gogue, and many wha heard himwere astounded, They said,
"Where did this man get all'this? What (s this wisdam that

has been given to him?..." (Mark6:23

In this week's lesson we see that lahn the Baphst had al-
ready donethe |legwork and had gotten the people ready for
Jesus's-arnval, Jesus let John bapwize Him and a dove mme
dawn, and God aneinted Jesusas His son by speaking frem
the clalds, lethng everyone know He was very pleased.

Jezus’ anpintng, accomplishments, and miracles were mst
wiith mockery and with reproach. The peaple saw Him as the
carpenter's son‘and could netsez Him beyond that.

July 26, 2020

Lessan Title: Wisdem! The Way, Truth, and Life

Lessan Sedpture; Proverbs 3717, 832, 36; Jahn 14:1-14
Print! Proverbs 14:1-14

Devotional Songs! #77[1; #97[; and 243

Key Werse: “lesussaidto him, "l am the way, and the truth,

and the |ife, Mo one comes to the Father exeept through
me" Uohn 14:6).

In this week's lesson the disciples had just found out that
Jesus was leaving. He saw theirpainful expressions and tried
io pui them at ease byiellingthem where He was going. He
tald them He was going with His father and would make a
place for them. He woauld then come badk when ime was
right and they would knew the wayto Him. Because thiswas
not a satisfying answer, they started asking more questions
like “how arewe supposedto knowthe way"?

30 Days of Prayer

We're Praying fer Change

It my people, whaare called by ry name, will humbile
themsalves antd pray...2 Chrenicles 7:14

ﬂ!‘l.!ii'l! Prayer Revival
Beginning Sunday, June 7, 2020 and ending
Tuesday, ﬂ'-g 7. 2020

Ew_r'rﬁﬂ'tta'hmiﬂ FIT
lgin the mnum:: ﬁtu.qi-_;e wrght, I
Mqﬂmﬂn
5t.1nl-n
on his Fage Book page
foran up-lifting, spirit-fi lled tome of prayer.and praise,
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During the mombs of Jung and Juby
Church Schoolwill meet an ZOOM Meeting

Tepic! Church School Zoam Meeting
Time: Sundays Jam - 3:45am (Church School
M id-day Fellmwship, Mon. - 5at. 11:30am

From a computer, tablet. ar call phone

JoinZoom Meetwing by typing thislink intovour browser:

htipss/f usD2vieh zoom.us/ | /462REF 1127
piard=MY df S/ RESEZF WM FRCLOI 4 1i R 3Nz 03

Meeting |D: 462 GET 112
Passwrord: 017348

From a telephene: One tap mabile
+13136266799 4626871128 LS (Chicago)
+19292056099 4626871128 US {New York)

Dial by your laca@ion
+1312 626 6799 US [Chicagn)
+1925 205 6059 US [New Yark)
Meeting |ID:-462 657 112
Password: 017343

135th 5t, John AME Church Anniversary
Commemorative Lapel Pin
Be ane of the first members to receive this
beautifully crafted commemormtive lape| pin,

55.00 each

Furchase from any Steward orthe 5t John church office.

Ll funds dem ted to the VE DN X0 Bulkding F and .

Church School
Book Club

& BOOK oo, o
¢ LB e

June TEX0
10:00 AWM. —1130 AN

Discussion Date; Jure 20, 2020

The Coged Butterfiy, Thomas, Marian L., 20119

Iuly 2020
10:00 AM. — 1130 A.M.

Discussion Date! July 18, 2020

Where the Crowdods Sing, Delia Owens; 2018.

Foryears, rumars af the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley
Cowe, 3 fguiet tewn an the Merh Caralina cosst. Soin late
1968, whezn handgome Chase Andrews v found dead, the
locals immediately suspect Kya Clare the so-called Marsh
Girl, But Kya i net what they say. Sensmve and Inielligent,
she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls
forme, Ending frignds in the gulls and tessoms in the sand
Then the ime comes when she y2arns to be fouched and
loved, When two young men from town become (rtripusd
by herwild besuty, Kya apens herselfta a new [iFe—unt] the
umthinkabls happens

Where the Crowddos Sing is at pnce an exdquisite ode 1o the
natural warld, a8 heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a
surprising tale of possilile murder Owens reminds Us that
we are foarever shaped by the children e snce weare, and
that we are all subjea to the beaunful and violem sacrets
that nature keeps, —Amaan
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Mother Princetta Mackey
\transitioned this |if2 on Sun-
day, May 3, 2020, minutes
before the first Sunday's
church service and Commun-
ion service which she loved
totake partin began.

Sl = ijﬁ

et & (i Milag |

Muother Mackey joined 5t
John AME Church after mow-
ing ta Huntswille to be with
her daughter 5arah and son-
irclaw  Ricky MecGraw, She
enjoyed comingta diurch when her health would allaw.

Shewsas born as ane of a set of fratemal twinsto the late Mr.
Amos Hupuley and Mrs Wannie Hupuley. She arended his-
tonc New Hope Schaol in Chambers County, Alabama one of
the historic Rosenwald Schaels. On June 17, 1950 she mar-
rigd Mr. Paul William Mackey. Ta this union was born sis chil-
dren,

Mrs. Mackey was dedicated to Christian sepsice at her heame
church. 5he aftended services regularly, was a Sunday 5 chool
teacher and sanginthe choir. 5he sang solos as part of a sing-
ing troupe named, “The Old Ship of Zian” in LaFayette, Ala
bama. 5he served a5 a Deaconess and was a member af the
Missianary Society at the Friendship Bapast Church Ne. 2 and
at W hite Hall Missionary Baptst Church in La Fayette.

Words of comfart for the family were offered by the Rever-
end Maurice Wright, |l Serant Pastor af 5t. Jahn AME
Church.

Acg a faithful servant of the Lord, she leaves her love to her5t.
John AME church family, and her friends and former church
families at White Hall Missionary Bapmst Church and Friend-
ship Baptist Church No. 2, both'in Lafayetie, Alabama.

Mother Mackey was laid to rest in the Handy Cemetery in
Lafayetie, Alabama.

Mote: Infarmaton taken from the obifuary for Mrs. Princetta
Mlackey,

Mrz. ldell Merrell, ape 96, of
Hunisville, Algbama passed away
an b Jlune 20240

l[dzll was barn to Chalmus and
Gerrude Mantgamery an 22 De-
cember 1923 In Guntersville, Ala-
barma. Afier the desth of her
father when |dell was very
young, she was raised by her be-
loyed maternal  grandparents:
Jermy and Martha (Molly) Reed.

Idell elaped at the sge of 17 mar-

rying Peter Merrell 18 whom she

remained married untl his death in 1979, They moved to
Huntsville afier WWIl and raised sight children: Medra Bak
lard, Martha Patton, Sarah lohnsan, Emestne langfond, G-
thia Tarver, Kenneth Merrell, Thomas Merrell and  Jeffery
Wemell. She was grandma to sixteen grandchildran, eight-
een great-grandchildren
grandchildren,

and numerous. great  greai-

Mrs. Merrell was a fanhtul member ef51. John AME Church
for ouer 70 years, Whilz artending 5t. lohn, she was led to
jain the Senior Choir. She loved singing and enjoved praising
thie Lord through music, The emime congregation wWas o &s-
cited wihen she and Brother Earl Griffis formed 5 duoto sing,
what would become her sarg of praise, "God, Never Fails” it
glse became ane of the Reverend Dr, Homer McCall's favar-
ites aswell Deaconess Charlsie Broohks, stated, “She sang her
faith.” Stewsard Abbizgail Hugine remarked, "Her conversa-
fions were so rich and | alweays l=ft the visits feeling so re
newed.” At 96 her mind was s@ll sharp and she remembered
details from her past. She was 8 kind, ggntle and spirit-filled
wioman of God. Shewill be missed by the 31, John congrege
man.

She 15 preceded in death by her parents, nine siblings, hus
band, daughters: Ernestineg, Samh and Cynthia; and grand
san, Kenneth Merrell, 1.

A celebration of Iife will be keld st 3 later date to be ar-
nounced.
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Announcements

5t John AME Chureh
Wership Service

St John AME Bible Stuchy
Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.
sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be
viewesd onthe follawing media

platforms.

St.John Face Book Live Stream
Wisit &t stjohnamehsy

Church websitz: wwenw stjohnhuntsville.com COME JOIN OUR

Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”
St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy
foutulie gt 5t.John AME Huntsville ar
Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SSTIJOHNHSY orsendingyaour affering to the church via LIS, Post.

Sendingwial.5. Post Office; Complete the form below, cut aleng the datied line-and submitin-an emeelap
with yaur check,

Wohn SAlrican Hlethobist Cpiscopal Chuveh
229 Church Straet NW = Huntsyilie, Alabams 358071

Pawnrersd MaLC s Wmon 0 PEn
SrET B 1 AeEnieE unit e Lddd AT e Benahils Daary o

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

CF i <h,
Fae™ i Aids
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
T il
LTy tumimg Frue
P igara Tikalsin Foesel Wil

Coer A ] i TEITAL
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103

That if you conafess with your mouth, “lesus 5 Lard, “and believe i your heart

INDRIC
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lohn Afican Methodist Episcopal Church Huntsville, Alabama

‘Julumezﬁ Issue 7 July 2020

40-Day Prayer Revival
Praying for Change

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will 1 hear frem heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 7:14

July DI Page 1



40-Day Prayer Revival

B. Johnzon

“Hut whenyou pray, go into yourraam, close the deor and prayteyour Father, who is unseen, Than your Father, who sees
what s done in secret; will reward you.” M atthew 6:6 (NIV)

It has been overheard by many that some have said, "I don't

pray in public. | den't knewwhat to say. | can't pray like those ald

fime prayer warrnors. | can't call snthe Hely Spirit like they could.

| pray at home ar in silence, |just get too nervaus to pray in pub-

lic® But prayer is the way Christans communicate with Gad, the

Heavenly Father. It isa conversa@on with God, God isnot looking

to hear lofty, multi-syllabic words, and poeic phrases fram His |

children, He is Ioeking to have an ongoing, relasanship through |

prayer with them. Prayeris like @ conversation with ane’s earthhy = . : o
father. Would & son or daughier go days even months or years The Pewvernd Maance Wght, 1l
without speakingto or communicaang with their father? Hope- dishop Hamy L. Seawright, Presi ing Prelte ofthe
fully not. The sameistrue of God. He wants to hear from His chil- Ninth EpEcopal DETnC1
dren daihy.

The 30-Day Prayer Revival was inliated by Fastar Wright. It began on Sunday, June 7, 2020 and was to culminate on Tues
day, July 7, 2020. However, the spirit led Pastor Wrightto continue the prayer revival for anather 10 days; making it a40-
Day Prayer Revival. The purpose wasto engage the cangregation

in & conversalon on prayer and its effecoveness for believers.

The goal was to ulilize the 200 M platfarm in engaging the par-
ficipantsin 2 15 minute meditaton andthena 15 minute prayer,
Pastar Wright lad the meditations each night on the power of an
effective prayer life and then followed with prayer. The first r
wieeh, Pastor Wright lead the prayer. The secand week prayer
wias led by the Stewards of the church. Beginning the third wee | S

unt] the 40th night, prayver was led by an inwvited: guest. ThE| The Reve ®nd Maurice Wright, I

meditamons on prayer weare enlightening and the prayers by the senorBshop A. ). Rk lmmson, 11th EpEcopal DEtrt
invited participantswere powerful, |

Sevan ideas were highlighted during the 40-day revival

The first was having a relaionship with Ged. Prayer was es-

plained as a two-way communicaaon with God. One speaks to

God and God listens. Then God speaks and the believer should

listen. God hears our prayers. The quesion was answersd, “YWhy

do beliewers pray?” Beliewvers pray ta expressthanks to God, to .

make their requests known, and to accept God's will for their The Reversnd Maurie Wright, Ii
lives. Goed is concerned with what believers hawve to say, rather Winth DEtrict EpbcopalSupe vsor,
than hoe it issaid. Prayers should take on @ more meaningful the Pevernd Sherta MoonSeawrght
posture. Believers should pray with a clear understanding of
wiho they aretalkingte, The question alsp arose as to how many Wmes.one should pray; easily answered through, 1 Thessa-
lanians 5:17, “Pray withouwt ceasing, givethanks in all cimumstances;forthis is thewill af God in Christ Jesus foryou.”

A exelietarcd s g B

July DI Pape 2




40-Day Prayer Revival

B. ohnson

The second idea focused on The ACTS Prayer Maodel.

When believers pray they should [A] pray with adoration

or praise and worship of God. Praige is given to God be

cause He is worthy of all praise. Praise is gven to show

obedience 1o God, This is suppored by the scripture,

“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” Psalm r

150:6 (MIV). The [C] reminds believers that they should The Peverend Maurice wright, I
confess their sins and repent. Turn away from sin and The Pevemnd Don D s Butler, Senior Pastor

turn to Him. Believers nead to be in pood relawonship Fist MEsiomry Baptit Charch, Hunisyille, 26 bama
with God. Then [T] represents prayers of thanksgiving.

Bzlievers should spend fime inthanking God for wha God 15, gwingthanks far everything in fmes of trials and fimes of con-
tentment. And then [5] supplication. Prayers of supplicalion are prayers asking God for something from a place of humility,

Humble people pray with the right moftve. In summary The ACTS Prayer Madel insalls in believers, to pray with-adoratvon,
confesssins and repent, be abways thankful and humbly make their requests known to God,

The third premise focused on the Five Lessonsfram Jesus on Prayer. They were!
Frayer is necessary...Meverbe too busy to pray,
Prayer demands salitude., Jesuswent off alaneto pray,
Prayer will often be strenuous... He {Jesus) prayed all night lang.
Prayer has a purpose.. Jesus fulfilled His purpose.
Prayeris eflective...But | {Jesus) have prayed for you 5o that yvaur faith will motfail,

The effectual fervemt prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.” lames 5:16. All believers waould like to believe that
they are righteous first of all and their prayvers are heard and
answered. This was the fourth focus of the prayer reviwal,
efiectual prayars, Eflectual prayers require four things: (1)
Believers must learn to pray within Gad's will. Mot my will but
thy will be done. The will of the Father is best because God
knows what i5 best for everyane. (2] Humility and meekness
are both characteristics needed to serve with God. To be hum-
—F ble one must have the faith that God will mot lzad them
r wmng Effeciual fervant prayers require one to humble oneself

The PEvemad Maorce Wrght, I &
Evargelst Bogqueln elion

under the mighty arm . of God. YWhen heads are bawed, Chris

#ians are in 8 posture of humbleness, submission befare the

throne of grace and mercy, Which leads to the right (3] atotude

of a righteous person. The right attitude reminds believers that

God's wming is not man‘s®Wming God knows the perfect fime

io anseer prayers. There is @ season for everything, induding

The pevererd Maurke Wright, I & God ‘answering prayers. Believers demonstrating the right ami-

The Pevemad Or. Cece i Inant tude know that they must wait patiently on the Lord. He will

answer prayers in one of three ways, Yes, No, or Not yvet. Let

God chopse the ime to anserer prayers. The believer's job is to trust in Him campletely, Efechive fervent prayars of the

righteaus then must, demonstrate (1) admowledgement of God’s will, (2 humility, (3] trusting God's #ming and (4) pos
sessing apositive aftude towards God, in how He choses ta answer prayers,
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40-Day Prayer Revival

B. nhnson

FiCramy A i e T
Pastor Wright had espounded an what prayer was; the next fo-

Cuswas onwhat prayer was not: He listed sewaral things, prayer o

is not. They were:
Prawyerisnota religinus ritual. Prayer should be alife-style.
Prayer is nat trying to maks or convince God to do what we
want Him to. do. Rather it is a2 conversaton whereas the be
liewer trusts His judgement enough to live within His will.
Prayeris not a subswtute far achion for prayer without aciion
is dead.

W

The Peveremd Maurce Wright, I
Pastorlessica Duorr, Metmopolifan AME Churh, Mobilke, AL

Praweris not informing God of things He already knewss, God
is sowereign, He knows everything.

Frayer is not a ime to ask God to avenge an assaul, Re
membering ta allow God to be God all by Himsalf, He will
take care of it; God does not need our help.

Frayer is not & fime-to compare one’'s talk with God with
someane glse's talk. Frayer should not be cmmplicated.

Readingthe Word is just as important to a prayer (fe as praying
itself. It isthmugh the prayers of Paul that belisvers l2arn hew to
pray-and what to pray for. Pastor Wright further explained Paul's
position @an prayer. He listed these examples;.
Faul taught that prayers should not be sefish—Believers
should pray for each ather,
Paul also prayed specfically for wisdom and knowledge for
others asthe body of Christ should dao,
Believersshould pray as Paul did for peace and unity.
The faithful should prayte be filled with the spiritual power of
God.
Paul prayed that believers would have a spirit of praise and
thankfulness in their mauth:

Presiding Elder Bruce Hunter inspired the listeners by introducng
the concept of the “Sounds of Prayers.” He stated that when
wiords are not able to be uttered, just agroan, moan or deep sigh
isenoughte get the artermion of the Hale Spirit to intercede for
believers:

The Rewerend Dr. Ritney A. Casine reminded sveryone that they
have beenthe beneficiares of prayers prayed by the ancestors:

And lastly, the Right Reverend, Retred Bishop Carokln Tyler
Guidry closed the 40-Day Revival by stat'ng emphatically that
“Prayear 50l Woarks"”

The Fevererd Maorce Wright, 1|
The Pevernd Myran O, Hill, AssociEte Director BMCA R

The Rzverend Maunce Woght, I
Bishop vashti Mompby Mclenzie, 10th Epscopal DETRct

The Pevemrd Maurce Wright, ||
Presiding Eder Bruce Humter, Minth EpEco pa | Dist nct

A ewelietarcl s g 1|
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40-Day Prayer Revival

BE. Johmon

meditaWion. Pastor 'Wright pragrEdfervEntly'IhEirrt
week of the revival. The Stewards of 5i. Jnhn
pra'grer.‘l intercessory prayers the second week, ThE

leaders, spiritdal leaders across the connechan,
and the country. Each one came in their own way

to pray for change,

The Peverm Kaurie Wright, ||
The Right Pevemrd, BEhop Camlyn Tylers udry [Pet)

The nightly revival afiendance was amazing. The ZOOM wviewership for each of the forny nights ranged from 120 to 300 par-
ficipants. Theviewershipthe night Beverend Or, CeceliaBryant wasthe prayerleadertoppedihree thousand views! Pastar
Wright mntruly say, 5t. Jehn isstll reachingthe masses autside the confines afthe tradimanal church.

The 40-Day Revival has been recorded on Z00M.

The nightly sessions may be retrieved and viewsd on Facbook. Visit the

Rewverend Maurice Wright, |I's Facebaok pagez far replays.

j EAYE OF FRAVER
Pl LINE BT EEE AT
HiRDAYE @ f a8 AH CHE

Morning

Glories

EEruw] BnE &0 Emy mnea

Morning Glories

Marning by morningnew mercies | see,

Mot only were the members and friends of 5t. Jehn engsged in
nightly prayerfar 40 nights, but the congregation wasalso called to
maorning prayer each M onday morning by the First Lady of 5t. lohn,
the Reverend Joretha Wright. For that moment in ime, prayers
wiere prayed for parents, for the family, the sxiended family and

forthe children.

steward Mamos Hill, the Peverend Maurice Wright, it
The Revererd Dennis Celoach

“I Made It Out Alright!”

The5t: lahn family welcomed home a son ef the church enSunday, July 5,
2020. 1t wias & pleasure seeing one who had come to 5t. lohn asa ollege
student, warkad in the church, and received his @lling here. The Reversnd
Dennis Deloach received his calling underthe late, Reverend Dr. Hamier L.
McCall. He confinued to develop and mature inthe faith under, the Rever-
end Or. Patrick D. Clayharmn By the ime the Reverand Wright arrived, he
had received his assignment to 2 smiall church in Fackler, Alabama: The
Feverend Deloach chose as his sermon topic, “| Made t QOut Alright” using
Danigl 3:26 as the scripture.

The Rewerend Dennis Deloach serves a5 an Wnerant Deacan at Allen
Chapel AME Church in Washington, D.C. where the Reverend Or. Michael
E. Bell,5r. Isthe pastaor,
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From the Pastor’s Desk

The Pevererd Maurce Wright, || S2armnt Pastor
St John africam et bodist Episcopal Chure b

July 2020

51. John Family and Friends,

Farty days agn, | was ledto call @ “Prayer Revival”. There were so many situafions that we as a nation were fadng at that
momert. ¥Wewere amid a global medical pandemic, a sacial pandemic and what | have called a strange season. As 3 race,
we have been traumabzed by the murder of oursans and daughters. O nece again, we have witnessed an unfair juskiice sys
temthat seeks to destroy aurfuture. The Blood of our people camfinues to run like min water draining into a sewerof hate,
hurt, destructan, and injusice,

As a black man living inthese perilous imes, my spirit was vexed. | am upset atthe treatment of aurseniors, [ am sickened
by blatant disresped of our ero’re villagz. In addiwon to the sodal concerns | am fearful of an invisible disease that is de
strewingour land.

Ina comnversaion with God, | asked, "What do we do to restore our hape? What do we do to gain strength for our weary
ful

souls? How do we get healing? God led me to His word, The Bible says In 27 Chronices 7:14, *If my people which are
called by my namezwould humble themselves and pray_." God reminded me that our secretweapon is; prayer.

Owerthe past 40 days God has poured out His spirtt upon us. The numberd0 has major spiritual significance. There wera 440
daysof rain during the me of Noah. Moses spent 40 days on Mt Sinaiand then received the cmommandments. Jesus spent
4 daysin cansecrafion as He prayed and fasted. ¥We have gone hefore the Lord as a collechive body, and have been blessed
averthesed0 days.

The response of the body of Christ has always been prayer. Frayerisour opporunity to go to our heavenly father in conwver-
sation, trusting that God will do anythingescept fail. The “Prayer Revival® hasbeen atme of both spiritual renewal and res
taration. Owarthese past 40 days we have been led ta "The Threne Room™ by dergy and Lay from across deneminaiional
limes thraughouwt the coumtry, Our me in prayer has not been 2 moment to see whao prays the best, but 3@ ime 1o seesk
God's face. In addion to being led in prayer each night we have gained wisdom, knowledge and understanding through
powerful teachings an what prayeris and s not.

Persanally, | would (ke to thank each af yau for paracipating and celebrating through prayer. Duringthese mast perilous
times; | baligve the moverment of God isessental to our growth and the change that needs to take place. Asthisime reviv-
al eormres 1o an end, | encourage you to keep the spirt-of exotement and the cammitmentto pray. Family, | pray that Gaod
confinuestio keep all of usin His levingams and we cominue to move forward to the unknewn days ahead af us!

Feace & Blessings,
:jig 3 ﬁﬁf/ . 2=

Pastar Wnght
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Kids' Corner
Teach Me How to Pray

Fray for those [ poattions
iF leadesship —The Presjdent,
= t\wsmwwntl leadegs,
=

SN Pﬁiﬁﬂ.if;-l s,
A% ¢Mmp {}ffﬁ
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Personal Reflections on the
40-Day Prayer Revival

CPR Ministry Partnership with
Alabama Cooperative Extension

Heres are just a few of
the manmy refledions
and personal tesamo-
nies fram the “Forty-
Day Prayer Revival

“Thank  you Elder
Hunter far blessing us
with those inspiring
words,”

—5isterAbbiegail Hugine

“| pray God will speakto you to continue, This has just been
such a blessingft# Nkenge Hyter

“Thankyou Pastarfar yourleadership-and servant spirit these
past 40 days” Brother Bobby Adkins

“Cousin, thank you for being faithful. ¥hat an awesome pray-
grrevival.” ——Tammy Hawkins

“Thoroughly enjoyed it, Thank yau my Brotha forthe journey
of 40 days. May God comtnue to Bless and Use you to His
Glary,” —— Mokgabo Gwen Senatle

“| am Blessed. Thank you for praying for me-and for my family
espedally Kaithyn.” ——Sister K. Dulaney

"Outstanding! " ——Steward Qifton Miller

“It was refreshing and renewsd my spirit, especially during a
time of great challenge.” ——ARomymous

“The 40 Day Prayer Revnal was not only spiritually uplifting,
but @ great |earning experignce. The meditabonsonthe con-
cept efprayerwere wery enlightening” ——Member

“It was wonderful.. and wery much nesded.”
——Deaconess M ary Powers

“| looked foreard after coming in fram work te the prayer
meditatmon and the prayers. [t really helped me endure the
challenges of working with families in crisis and being an my
pwn duringthis pandemic It was a blessing ta hear the pray-
ers af reassurance and faith beinglifted each night.”
——Sister Donnie Thompsan

Researching Your Gensalogy

The Caregners Prayer and [
Respite Ministry in partner-
ship with the Alabama Co-
operabve Extension deliv-
ered via ZOOM a workshop
on researching one's gene-
alogy. The warkshap was
held on Saturday, July 18,
2020. The host for the |8
wiorkshop wasSister Donna ¥
Gullatle, whao is 8 repre-
sentaiive of the Alabama-
Cooperative Extension. The
cpecial guest presenter was'
Mr. Williamn H. Hampton.

BAr Willem H, Hamptan
Huntsville HEtoran

Mr. Hampton isa nawve of Huntswille, Alabama and the ores
tor of the website, Hunzuwlle Revisitad, Mr. Hampton is alsa
2 local histarian whao has visited 5t John an several oocasions
to share interesting "Stories From the Franmt Porch.” Thess
stones are about every day African American families whao
hawe lived inthe Madison County community,

He has researched his family tree back seweral generafions.
Far this event, he shared how athers could begin the search
formembers of their ewn family tree.

Listed belomer are several websites and documants Mr. Hamp-
ton cited as resources which ould be used inthe search for
one's ancestry. He suggested starting by imterviewing the
eldest family member, then sesking out the famik’s Bible
which could held a wealth of familial informaton. Other re-
sourcesinduded but were not limited to;
# Ancestry.com
& Slave records [ocated inthe publiclibrary
# The munty probate office bedause at the ime people
wiere considered property and all property was listed by
the land owners.
Old wills, ld deeds, cemetery records
Tax recaords, birth ceraficates, marriage records, census
recards, death recards, abituaries, military records
WL NEw s papers.com, recognizes and lists all past
MNegm Mewspapers.
woenes Ifaundmyancest orsenslavers.com
v findaprave com

et ond ooy g A1)
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“THE WILLING SERVANT LEADER WHO STANDS TALL IN THE
MiDsT OF A CRISIS"

PASTORAL
APPRECIATION

.:%m. ()} la tice (’?,f )w.»:}ﬁf I

(€

C 7~ | L
..j"ﬁfffféf;{

Anniversary Theme:
"¢ Stnng STall anel SF Jfrr.;!?.«.r.ur.';rn_g Cieeds Ol Jend”

I Coprpstivinn f5-58

10:00 a.m.
August 16, 2020

ST, JdoHN AME CHURCH
220 CHURCH STREET—HUNTSVILLE, 4] A5
YWWWL S TIOHMNAMEHSY . COM
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AME Proud

Blar kD wred Business of the Month

| Scream ! You Scream ! We All Scream, for lce Cream!

Three Scoops lce Cream owned and operated by 5t. lohn membears, Tremain
and HKendall lanes, was the desipnated Black Dwned Business for the month of
July. Sunday, luly 12th was declared 5t: John Day st Three Scoops. Pastor Wright

| and the 5t. John congregation visited Three Scoopsto demonstrate community
support and provide financial assistance. Thres S5coops does not sell just any jce
cream, they sell premium ice cream, which eosts just-a little bit-moarethan store
brands, but the quality is so much better. Their motto. is “Three Scoops isthree
timesthe fiavar”

" Everything you could want in the way af ice cream could be found at Thres

Soaps. They even effered sugar-free ice cream. The candimant counterwas loaded with sprinkles, chacolate bits, brawnies
pigces, nuts and more. The selection of premium |ce cream was out of this world. They even had & flavor called
“Superman.,” Membersenjoyedthe ice cream and the social distanced fellawship while adhering to all mandated COC pro-
tacals. Check aut the full Three Scoops meand &t waens thresmmest heflavar.com,

Fastorwright and Termain lones, O wrer
Thiee Sio s

st. lohn membes enjoyirg Eecream at Threes Soops.

135th 5t. John AME Church Annlversary
Commemaorative Lapet Pin
Beone afthe first menibers to receive this
beautifully crafted commemorative lapel pin,

55.00 each

Purchiase from any Steward arthe 51, John church office:
Ll funck donated ta the VEID N 200 Buikling Fone.

B VISION
) =20 20

ST.JOHN AME Wiz e AT

AP Cakhaal
Wi =T e

Yty P el deni) Nl e

“Where thereis no wisian, the people perish; but he that keepth
the law, happy is he * Prowverbs 29:18

July 20T Page 1D




Church School Lesson Overview — August 2020

The rewviewswers written by Brather Kenneth Parham

August 2, 2020

Lesson Title: Faith and Wisdam

Lessan Seripture: lames 1:1-11

Print: James1;1-11

Devotional Songs: #77[], #272[], and £243]]

Key Verse: “If amy of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, whao
givesto all generausly and ungrudgingly, and it will be given
vou” [ames 1:5).

In this lesson, Apostle James offers grestings and addresses
the twehle newly formed churches. He gives instruchions an
hews to encodnter and deal with trials and the assurance that
through faith a believer shall prevail. Paints highlighted in
the lesson are: Accept trials with joy because testing one’s
faith only leadsto endurance. Seek wisdom, if needed. Ask
Gadinfaith and Hewill generausly provide; nofng that pray-
grs of doubters are all aver the place and not sincere and
therefore, Gad will not haner. Allow the lowhk believer to
boast of prosperity because it isnoted the passession of the
rich like flowers in the field, exposed ta the sun of day, their
beauty will pensh and theywill dry up and fade aweray,

August 9, 2020

Lessen Title: Hearing and Daing the Word

Lessan Seripture: James 1:19-27

Print: lames 1:15-27

Devetional Songs: #461[[; #251[}; and #24-3[]

Key Wersel “Bs doers of the word, and not merely hearers
whao deceive themselves” dames 1:22)

Upaon refleching an this lessan, the reviewer sessa quasion
that aposile James proposes and then sets about 1o anseer,
The guestion being, “What chamcderishcs does ar should a
Chrisian possess?”

The apostle first answers this questiion by indicating key
characterstics which enable ane to understand and love Kis
or her fellews man, First one must be reflechve; eagerta lis-
ten, slow to speak and slow ta anger. And secondly, he ar
she must be eager to lay down all manners of wichedness
and welcome within oane’s heart and with meeskness the
Ward that c@n sawve souls,

The apostle reminds us to not enly be hearers of the Word
but alse doers of the YWord. He indicates that those who are
anly hearers-are like looking at one's reflechen in the mirrar,
While looking at one's reflection one is reminded of what

Iwing a Chrisan life means and at that pointin humanity,
one has two options Upon tuming away from the mirror, to
adt or become doers of the Word ortum away from the
Ward.

A simpleiest that the aposile asks each of us who claims to
be doers of the Ward is to take netice of how we take care
of the less fortunate (the arphans, widowers, or even the
African American in distress) while at the same #me
atfiempangto keep one's character unstained by thewarld.

August 16, 2020

Lessen Titlke!: Faith Witheut Waorks [sDead

Lesson Scnpture; lames 214-36

Printi James2:14-26

Devotional Songs: #25[]; #258]; and #24.3[]

Key Varse “Just as the body without the spirit is dead, o
faith without warksis alse dead” Uames 2:26)

Herein, Apostle James discusses the importance of works to
justify one's faith. He sets out by asking a simple gquestan,
“Can one be saved by faith alone?” Asnoted intheSunday
Schopl commentary, James makes a onwincing argument
showing hiow faith withoutworks isincomplete. lames cies
the examples of how fathful Abraham was in the act of sac
rificing his son, |saac, to show his faithfulness and he cites
the prestitute, Rahab, who protected the messengers. James
could have dted many more samples to demoenstrate his
point. Onethat comesto mind isthat of David, 3 shepherd.
Ewen though David professed great faith in God, he thought
it necessary to canfront the giant, Goliath, when all of the
Isralite soldierswerz afraid.

The reviewer reflects back on his Chrisiian upbringing and
remembers mamy ministers indicatng that the anly reguire-
ment for salvation waste canfess with ane's maouth that Je-
sus is the son of God and to believe that God raised Jesus
from the dead shall be saved [Romans 10:9). In that mo-
ment of professing our belief in Jesus and God as His father,
wie were saved. However, the acts of confessing and believ-
ingdidtake wark on aur part and tends to suppart Apostle
James’ position on the subjsct,

August 23, 2020

Lessan Title: Taming the Tongue
Lesson Scnpture; lames 3:1-12
Print: James 3:1-12

Devotienal Songs: #97[1; #323[]; and #24.3[]

il eablvaieny L Lo
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Kay Verse: The tongue is @ small member, yet it bpasis of
great exploits, lames 3:5

In this lessan Jamas caudons spiritual teachers to be en
guard because thare will be those wha will indzed measure
every word that one speals and will see § the teacher's life
style isin fact'in line with the words speken. And how hard
isitto live perfeca? James indicatesthat this is' a very diffi-
cult task and presents & scenario where it takes strong winds
te move 3 large sail baat, but it only takss s small rudder ta
steer the wesezl. He then implies that the tongue is repre-
sentative of a rudder and has caused many catastrophes 1o
accur, Asthetongue speaks oriurns, it causesthe lhead and
ather parts of the bady to turn. koregulates how the beady
respands te outside siimuli i erder 1o preied s host, tha
body. |t will, a5 James indicates, expound on grest ssploits
ar it is capable to cause death and destruchon by the use af
mialiciouswords. lames notes that all arimals (including fish
and fowel, created by God, were placed undsr Adam’s con-
trol but how isitthat ne one @n control the tongue. James
calls the tongue a restless evil full of deadly poizon. James
goes gn to indicste that the tongue speaks both blessings
and cursss; indicates that this should ot be se and high-
lights that this is not in linewith God'sother cregRons (vere
11 “Can & spring bring forth brackish and fresh water ar can

afigtres produce grapes 2.

The Life Applicaion Study Bible commentary ufilized in pre-
paring this revisw gvesus hope antamingihe tongue. Com-
ment indicates " that alikeugh we cannat comtral the
tongue, we vig disdpline granted through the koly spirit can
learn howto reduce the damage caused bythe tongue”

August 30, 2020

Lesson Tide: Twe Kinds of Wisdom

Lessen Seripture: lames 3:13-18; 5:7-12

Lessan Print: 3:13-18; 5:7-12

Devotional Songa: : F321[]; #97[]; and #243[]

Key Verse: “The wisdom frem asbove is first pure, than
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of meroy and good
fruits, without a trace of parvality or hypocrisy” {James
3:17).

In this lesson, Apostle James speaks of two kinds of wisdem,
Faving patience and hoanodAngone'swaord.

Apostlz lames indicates that there are two types of wisdom
The reviewer would liketo identfy the types as earthly wis-
dom and God-given wisdom, Earthly wasdom is noted as not
being of God but |5 an =arthly gift. Those having envious and
sefish ambivons devise all types of opponunies to obiain
theirend goals. Theiext indicatesthat we should not boast

of having this ype of wisdom because along the way, there
will be disorder and wickedness, God-pwen wisdom 15 noted
a5 being ariginzted from a pure, peaceful, pentle and willing
ness o yigld spirit sent fram above; and the possessar of this
wisdom seshs to obtain peace as a3 goal. A goal filled with
mercy and good desds withaut pariality or hvpocrisy.

Apaostle lames speaks on patrent Iy waiting for Christ's return
and the concept of suflering. He illustrates padence as a
farmer waling on his creps te grow. He indicates all should
strengthen their hearts and be in 3ccord with ane another so
that sveryone may not be judged. He deals with suffering by
indicating that all believers be reminded of the life of Job and
wihat the praphets endured,

Lastly, as @ fuotnote, Apostle James indicates thal Christians
should not swear ether upon things in heaven or things an
garth., Bellevers should let their "Yes” be yes and their “No”
benoteevoid condemnation.

During the months of August and September
Church School will meest onZ00 M Meeang,

Tapie: Chureh Sehoal Zoom Meeting
Time: Sundays Yam - 345am (Church Schoal
Mid-day Fellowship, Mon.-5at. 11:30am

Fram a computern tablet, ar eell phone

Join Zoam Meeting by typingthis link into your browser:
hitps:/fusd@weh Zoom.us/[ /4626871127

R l=PY R X RES EZFM FRCLOIGCHYTIRINKZZ02

Meetwng ID: 462 687 112
FPassword: D17 348

Fram atelephone: One tap mobile
+1312E2ERTIYAE2ZEET 1128 US (Chicago)
+19292056099 4626571128 US (New York)

Dial by your lacation
+1312 626 6799 US [Chicaga)
+1929 205 6089 US iNew Yark)
Meetng ID: 462 687 113
Password: 017 48

July 20T Papge 12



Church School
Book Club

July 2020
10:00 AM. —11:30 A.M.

Diiseussian Date; July 18, 2020

Where the Crowdods Sing, Delia Cwens, 2018,

August 2020
10:00 AM. — 1130 AM.

Discussion Date: August 15, 2020

The Storytelier’s Secret, Badani, Sefal, 2018,

Mathing prepares Jaya, 3 New Yark jeurnalist far the hear-

break of herthird miscamisge and the siow unraveling of her

rmarriage m |ts wake, Desparate to assuage her deep angulsh,

she decides to go te Indiate unoover answers to her family's

past,

Intaxicated by the sights, smells, and sounds she experignc
g5, laya bemmes an eager student of the wilure But it is
Ravi—her grandmother's former servant and trusted conf-
dant—wiha reveals the regiliznce, struggles, secret love, and
tragic fall of Jaya's pianeering grandmaother during the Brinsh
pecupation, Through ‘her courageous grandmether's ar
restngly remantic and heart-wrenching story, laya discovers
the legacy bequeathed to her and a strength that, unfl now,
she never knew was possible. —Amazon

Absentes Ballot Applicanans for

'_E‘-,Im‘z the Municipal Election
)

B Ak )

-ﬁE*.'ih'-!EEL Absentes- Ballot Applications far

the August 25, 2020 municipal
election will be awvailable for any-
re waniing to voie by Absemes
Ballet. Thiswill be a8 Huntseille city eledven far mayor; city
council and schoal board members for District 1and 5.

Ballot Applicawons may be picked up on Saturday, August
1, 2020 between 5100 am and 12:00 noon when you pick

upyour Communion elements.

Foradditonalinformation visit, waenw . alabamavotes.gov.

Digitizing 5t. John AME
Church Records and Documents
July 24th and July 31st

This event will be rescheduled
at a later date.

iz

Pl i A et e N

ResearchingYour Genealogy
# wasawourblackancestry.com

Mr. Hamptan dos=d by siahng while @ may seem a
daunfing task to search sut one's family history, it can be
guite surprising as well as rewarding

Mr. Hampton is also the curator of 2 newly opened muse
um in Hurtswille. The Huntswille Revisited Museum is lacat-
edat 2007 Suite O inthe H.C. Blake Art B History Center on
Marth Mermaorial Parkeay.

July 0T Pape 13




Announcements

5t John AME Chureh St John AME Bible Stuchy
Wership Service Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.

sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be St.lohn Face Book Live Stream

viewesd onthe follawing media Wisit &t stjohnamehsy

platforms.

Church websitz: wwenw stjohnhuntsville.com COME JOIN OUR
Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”

St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy

foutule at 5t John AME Huntsville ar

Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SSTIOHMNHEY ar sending your offeringtothe church wia U5, Fost Office.

Sendingwia U5, Post Office; Complete the form belee, cut aleng the dotted line and submit in an envelope
with yaur check,

Wohn SAlrican Hlethobist Cpiscopal Chuveh
229 Church Straet NW = Huntsyilie, Alabams 358071

Pawnrersd MaLC s Wmon 0 PEn
SrET B 1 AeEnieE unit e Lddd AT e Benahils Daary o

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

CF i <h,
Fae™ i Aids
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
T il
LTy tumimg Frue
P igara Tikalsin Foesel Wil

Coer A ] i TEITAL
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Highlighting Our Youth

Samantha’s Star Spangled Cake

Cake Ingredients:
382 wps cakeflour
1tegspoon salt
lteaspoon baking powder
3% teaspoon baking soda
1B 17 cups unsalted burter (softerad ta room tamperat ure)
2 cups granulated sugar
3 large eggs lat roomtemperature
2 egewhites [at mamtemperaturel
1Tablespeon purewvanilla extract
18 12 cups buttermilk
Red and Blue gel faod colaring

Vanilla Buttereraami
1B 17 cups unsalied butter {softensd to room temperat ura)
Ecupsconfectioners’ sugar samantha’s Starspargked Cale |
173 cup whole milk-or heawy ceam
1E 172 teaspoons pure wanilla extract
18 teaspoon salt
Fedand Blue gel food coloring

Instructiens far making the eahke,

Freheat owen to 350, Grease and flourthree 9 inch baking pans and line with parchment paper and greasethe parch-
Mment paper.

Whiskthe cake flour, salt, baking powder and bakingsoda together. Setthemisdure aside.

Usinga handheld ar stand mixer, beat the butter and sugartogethieran high, in a large bowl, unfll smecth and creamy,
Scrape the sides and battam of the bow| with a spatula as needed.

Beatinthe eggs, eggwhites and vanilla extract on high untl combined. The misture will look curdled dugtothe eggand
butter combining,

Turning the miser an low speed, add the dry ingredients into the mixture. While the miger is sill an low, add the buHer-
milkk and miw untl combined.

You may need to mik it by handto ensure thatthere are no lumps on the bottom of the bowl. The batterwill be slight by
thich.

Faurthe batier evenly into three separate bowls. Then mix the blue gel food coloring inte ane bowl, and red to another
b ol

Add as much food colaring as needed to getthe desired shade. Leave the last bowl without food coloring.

Poureach of the bowlsinto the three ke pans. Bake for approximately 23-26 minutes,

Test to see.if they are done by, inserfing ateothpick inte the center afthe ke, If it comes out clean; the cake isdane.
Once baked, leave the cakesto campletely cool befoare addingfrosting

M aking the Buttercream:

Ina large bhowl, beat the butter on medium to high spe=d urtll creamy.
Turnthe mier on o, then add the confechioners' sugar, milk or heawy cream; vanilla extract; and =alt.
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Highlighting Our Youth

Add more sugar if the froswng istoo thin, more milkar heavy oeam iftoothick, ora pinch of salt f too sweet,
Distribute about 2 cups of icinginto a small bow! and mix blue food colaringinto the icing, then set aside.

Put about 173 of the |leftaver icing imeo @ bawl and then add red food colaring.

Set asidethe three bowls of icing.

Assembling the Cake:

# [yourcakes cool with a dome top, use alarge serrated knife or ahe levelerto cut the
top and create aflat surface. Discard the axtra cake.
Flace the blue cake onthestand or plate that will hold the finished cake,
EBvenly ice the top of the cake with abouwt 1inch ofwhite frostng.
Put the white cake on the blue ke then again, ice the top with abow 1 inch afwhite
frosang.
Mext, put the red cake onthe white cake andtop with a very thin layer of white icing
Spread athin layer ofwhite idngenthe top and sides ofthe ke,
Wisually divide the tap of the cake inte 4 quadrants, tap |eft, tep right, battem |eft, and
battam right.
Using an icing spatula or burter knife, ice thetop left quadrant ina layer of the blue
buttercream that was previously set aside.

Use all ofthe blue burtercream, ar as much asyou desire.

Oncethetop left quadrant is blue bringbackthe red and white icing that was alsa set

aside,

Using two niew butter knives, carefully use one knifewith redicing an it and ice a hori- s rramtha with the fiskhed
zontal line onthetop of the cake to stan the stripesof the flag,
Mext, ice & whiteline belowthe red line.

Cantinue making lines until the top of the mke resembles a flag

produ t. Yumnmy!

Mow that the top of the eake is dane it's time to move anto the sides.

With your red and white buttercream; ice vertical lines anto the sides ofthe ke all the way around.

Once thetop and sides of the @he areiced, putthe leftover white icinginto a frosting bag fitted with a cdroularar
starred &,

Carefully put dotsof icdngento the blue quadrantto represent stars ona flag.

Make each dot about an egual lengths apart.

Finally, refrigerate your cake for &t least-an hour before cutting, as this helpsthe slices come out clean and the cake to
hald its shape.

| baked this cake forthe 4™ of July. | hope you enjoy this recipe,
Semengis Aty

This recipe was heavily inspired by5ally's Baking Addichan’'s “Best Wanilla Calea® -
htipe://sallyshakinea ddidaon . com /vanilla-cake/Etastyv-recipe — 66418
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103

That if you conafess with your mouth, “lesus 5 Lard, “and believe i your heart

INDRIC
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The 2020 School Year Poses Many Questions

E. Johnzon

Last year this timea the only question which was being pandered was, “What am |
goingtowearonthe first day of schoal?” This question is asked by every school kid
and teacher annually. However, fast forerard, 365 days from then. What will be
waom on the first day af school, will be the |least of & student's concern naw. Par-
ents, teachers, administrators, and students hawe much more to be ansious about
this year. The major question being, “"Will school actually open or will students at-
tend wirtually?” That gquestion was anseered a few weeks ago when the: thres
schoaol districts; Huntswille City, Madison City and Madison Caunty came together
far @ press conference, There they announced that due to the rising cases of the
Coronavirus in Madison County, school attendance would be virtual and onling for
the first ning weeks of the schoolyear. That pretty much answered the question as
to what to wear on the first day of schooel._anything you want.

Sincethe notice of school geing virtual was announced the guestions have abound, Bxamplesaf questians include, how will
my children recewve theirinstruction 2| must return to work, how are my students goingto lgarn? My neighbarhaod is WIFI
deficiant, how are my kids goingto keep up? What about the kids who will mizs the free meal pragram and face food inse
curities? How isthe system going to ensure that students are not deprived of a meal? We @nnot forget about the sports
programs; the students were deprived of a full athletic season in the spring, are they snce-again not going to have fall
sports? This is my senior year_what 2 bamber. | miss oy friends, when will | be ableto be withthem? I'm tired af Z0 0.
Fm bared. Teachers are worried nat anly about the health af their own children and the students, but alsa about their own
health. 50 many questions and so little resolved,

The pandemic has placed sveryone in 8 very precarious position. Justasthis was a new experience for the religious cam-
munities who had never worshipped during & pandemic, so it is far the educstional community an all levels. All plans far
restarting schools are fluid. Plans are changing daily. Allthree school systems have posted antheir websites information for
parentsio review regarding wirtual or enling learning. Administretors and teachers are In the bulldings preparing for the
fist day of schoal, which was Aupust 17" for Huntsville City. Madisan County will began two days |ater on August 197,
Madison City was the very first system ta open its doars anAugust 10",

Students will be offered three choices of instrudtion: ¥irtual, enline-and in-person dasses. In-person classes, means that
students will be attending classes on the school campus. Administrators and teachers have assured the publicthat there
will be adherence to all CDC safety pre@utions. Onling classes will be those classes offered via a laptop and the flatfarm of
the system's choice, such as Schoology Leoming Maonogement Systern orS5chools PLP [Personalized Learning Plan).

Huniswville City Schools has outlined its school spening plan an its website wwwe huntsvillecityschools. org. Farents are en-
couraged to wisit the site and review the Resst Flon decument which answers many of the questions parents may have.
Madison City has postad its School Re-Entry nfarmation on its website at wwwemadisoncityk-12.al.us. Madison County's
Bock to School Plon can be reviewed at wosrwrmiessk12.org.

Andthe final question which comies to mind when returningte schoal, “What did you do on your summer vacation 2 Con-
sidering it began in March, it i abvious that the anseers will vary,

BT e D8
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St John AME: On the Front Lines Through Civic Engagement

By Bobby adkirs 1

ft is clear that 2020 has besn challenging and filled with plenty of |
hardship and struggle as many can atiest. For many, Clifton Jones said
it best inhisoften recarded and perfarmed gospel hit, “Troubie oo Ady
Way", when he writes "Troubla in My Way, f Hove o Cry Someomes

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, and with many Americans
feeling tha weight af health care inequality, systemicradsm, econom- |
icinequities, and grossinjustice within the criminal jush'ce system, anea
would be excused for hanging their head and weeping. Howewer, as
protests against injushice have gained renewed arention naaonally,

swieepiigthe nanon in beth rural and urban communitres, we shauld
be reminded of how Jones endsthe sang, writing, “lesus will fix it. It's
gonng be alright in the morning. Jesus will fix ... After o whilz ¥

The book and hit mowvie Just AMercy, by Bryan Stevensan, grabbed na-
wonal headlines sarlier this year by depictngthe real-life ingguties in
It esamined how racdsm Impacts every

the criminal justice system,

L to R.Coalition for etice thr Cwe Engage me mt
nmeml=rs, M. kaen Stanky, Dr. Toma Pemy, and
br. eanette Jores ae & tive parbic ipants in loca e ivic
actvites, ergaging with communtyand e ected

lead ers in the puh for positive soc &l charge.

asped of policing and judidal punishment. The deaths.of Gearge Floyd, Amaund Arbery, and Breanna Taylar, to namethe
most praminent this year, have brought the big screen ta life. Thelrstaries furtheringthe argument that the system is bro-
ken and disproportionately impacs people of color, often with catastrophic consequences.

History tells us that the Afncan-American cemmunity has @ried the brunt of social and politcal injustces,

Injustices

which have created structural and systemic constraints, as well a5 an uneven playing field for people of mlar. These @n-

The Goslifinn las Jusiies Beough Civie Engagemesd

s VOTER REGISTRATION

and

EEMSUS DHI"J‘E

Ellurﬂll Hunul:l 8, 2020

s TS
W livmi it Bpi il S Giais
ATET) Unlimsiiid My - Waisiliy ETpbagimg J38IN

SHAPE YOUR FUTURE - USE YOUR VOICE
STAND UP! BE COUNTED!

The GJEZE hosted a Woter Registration and
Census Drive on 08 August 2020

cerns have had devastating consequences for mamy in sur cammunities. To
counter these Inequalites, African-Americans, ta include 5t, John AME
members, have been leading the fight in pressing for social change, serving
arthefrant lines locally and natonally.

5t.John AME members have stepped to the forefront in pushing for criminal
justice reform, and civic achion. The Cozlition for Juseice through Civic Er-
gagement (CICE), led by 5t Jahn AME member Or. Tanya Perry, is leading
theway inthe Huntsville Metrm Community by shining a spetlight ana num-
ber of key ininaaves. The coalition hopesto bring aftention to Voter Regis
tration, the CEMSUS 2020 (and its significance), support foar Black-Owned
Business [Aupust is Black Business Maonth), COVID-19 testng, and the re
mowval af Confederate Monuments and Statues from Huntseille Municpal
Aress:

OnAugust 8, 2020, the CICE hosted a Voter Registration and Cansus Drive at
the Walmart Weighborhood Store sn Oalwooad Avenue in Huntswille.
Through effective use of sodal media adwverasing and via ward of mouth,
census information was disseminated to chizens of the community. Mamy
were registered to vete, and voter precinct loations and information af vat-
graccessihility was provided. Throughout the summer and into the fall elec
won seasan, addmonal Voter Registration drives will be hald.
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St John AME: On the Front Lines Through Civic Engagement

By Bro Bobby Ad kins i

AL R o o e T

Az protest grew into the summer, issues surrounding |legacy onfeder-
ate artifacts, particularly the confederate Bag and monuments honaring
Confederaie Soldiers, mme inao focus, Whean the Mississippl 5tate Leg-
islature wvoted overwhelmingly to replace its state flag, which contains
ithe confederate battle emblem, people with 3 wested interest locally
paid attenfion, As 3 nafive Mississippian, this author was well pleassd
with this change, as it reflects a monumental shift' in the southern nar-
rative regardingthe significance and use of these racist symbols in pub-
lic spaces:

Locally, 5t. Jlohn AME membears were achve in ighting forthe removal
of Confederate Statuesfrom |local municipal locaaons. Weekly protests i
hawve @ptured the ariermon of local media and encouraged a summer 'Ii- 1 E Tl
of achivism notseen in the Hurtsville areain many years: The expanded esters, to in [ude CICE members, gather in Hurnts-
diversity of the protestors has been equally encouraging, especially in a File 10 eoumge city kades 1o remove Confede mis
Deep South state like Alsbama. 5t. John AME members have traveled T tuns T e M A iy | B ekl g (e r T e P o)
across the state insuppon af remowing confederate images, whether at

the state capital orinsupport of local achviliesto ourwest in Flarence, AL

Inan-adjacent inifatve, 5t. John AME members, partnering with Faith in Adion — Alabama, Humt sville Hub [FIAA-HEV) have
moved forward with the Freedam Vote 2020 Statewide Voter Engagement Campaign, which launched August 4 and runs
iit

through Mawvember 3, Parficpants frem the African Methadist Episcopal denaminaian haveincluded Bishop Harry L Sez

wright, Ninth Episcapal District; and 5t. Jokin's Dr. Thalia Lave-Brown; Brother Willie Sandifer; Brother Bobby Adking; and
Or. leanette lones.

Perthe FIAA-HSV Facebook page, the goal of FIAA's Freedom Vote 2020 isto
reach out to aver 160,000 African American, Latino, and low-wealth white S
Alabarmians. Training Isfocused on conducting the campaign’'s vater engage
ment phonebank sessions, Over 40 congregsfional and communal phone-
bankteams arethe foundation of FlIAA's Freedem Yote 2020 Campaign. 5t.
dehn AME will host aphonebank In August,

Along with phone banking, the ore components of FIAA's Freedom Yote
2020 are socal media, relamonal arganizing, gmail, and pulpit announe-
ments. The training also included discussions about how our vater =ngage-
ment work will impact powerful issues and vater engagemeant campaigns in
2021 E 2022, Crivcal to this great turnout was the work of FIAA's member,
Bishop Teresa Jeffersan-Snorton of the Fifth Episcopal District af The CME
Church, Bishap S5eth Lartey of the AlabamizFlarida Episcopal District of the
AME Zian District and Bishop Harry L Seawright of the Ninth Episcopal Dis-
trict of The AME Church.

Protestors pathe red todenmard chanpe am
With crucial elections an the hanzon, 5t: John African Methodist Episcopal | for the removalof Confede mte satues fom
Churchwill confinue ta serve on the front lines far social change. To God be| MuniciE@lsie. (Faper Crane Photo)

the Glory aswe lookfor “Good Trouble
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BN 5. lohn experienced technical ditficulnes on the mght of this pressntator
f The prablema have been rewlvad, The entire MW Stellar Aviards Pragram
will be replayed on Ssturday, August 29, 2020 =t 7100 pm. The pragram can

ba vizwesd an 5t John's Face Book p2ge.

LB —— !9 : -

REVEREND MAURICE
Through
. “SONGS, DANCE AND PRAISE!

THE GREATEST NIGHT OF CELEB; 110N
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" ¥OU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING YOUR LOVE TOKENS AT THIS TIME.
ELECTRONIC GIFTS MAY BE SENT VIA Cash App to Samepreacher.

ENTER FROM CHURCH STREET INTO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PARKING LOT

PARADE STARTS @ 1:30P.M.
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Annual Conference Calendar

2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE

I 1th Session of the Alibama River Region Annual Conference
Augiist 32 - WMS & YPD Annual Conference
August 1535, 2020
Ward Chapel AME Church - Pratteille
Mev. Dprry]l Erwin

111k Sesgion of the Northwest Alabama Annual Conference
September s - WME & YPI Annual Conferende
Septembir 8§ - 11, 220
PANTEL PAYNE COMMUNTTY PLAZA
1500 Daniel Pavne Drive, Birmingham, AL 35214 Host TRD

I 1th Session of the Southenst Alabama Anmual Conference
Septemibrer 19 - WHMS & YPD Annunl Conference
September 22 - 25, 1020
Jahmis Chapel AME Chairch = Entlerprise
Hew Willle While

11th Sesslon af the Noriheast Alabama Annaal Conferenoe
Oictober 3 - WHMS B YPD Annual Conference
Olctaber & - 9, 3130
Bethel AME € ||||.:|,,!'| Phenix Clr
Hev, lesse Groooms

11th Session of the Sonthwest Alabama Anoeal Conference
October 17 - WS E YPD Annpal Conlerence
Oiciober 20 - 23, 2020
SL Jahinn AME - Kushla
Rev. Bemjamin Lightner

M0 Plan minig M eeting
MNovember 4 -6
DANIEL PAYNE COMMUNITY PLAZA
1500 Daniel Pavne Dypve, Biomingham, AL 35214

Minth Eplssopal District Oifice
1500 Danicl Fayvoe Debve | Blemingham, Alabame 35214
205 0. e 4499 (Difice) = 2053264434 (Fax)
www ninthamechurch.org

Thives and bogaltiors silvieot be chamge
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“THE WILLING SERVANT LEADER WHO STANDS TALL IN THE
MiDsT OF A CRISIS"

PASTORAL
APPRECIATION

ev. ()Nm*f HH (/xf) m)’;ﬁf [l
{h_;r'
\jrw.rs!;j

Tune In Via SL John AME’s Facebook Page

Anniversary Theme:
"r CT.li"ff.r:?"'.';r.:ffj [ c.u":f..'f |I|Ir F..w,.;.-" l':}"“;.n.r..ri'.rfn"ﬂ.r.f.r{,frj !}'}gf ;; If'f" ) ,..i'r :r:‘f

& ittt f 558

10:00 a.m.
August 16, 2020

GUEST SPEAKER
rf{"}!-ﬂf'h"ﬂﬂ’ T !r'i'rh'rt"}"ﬁ ";"{'Z{:f vl "r..-"'{raf.lu'ffr-?

DAKWOoOD LINIVERSITY CHURCH
[ [ VILLE. ALABAMA

Hppust IDID Pape ¥



AME Proud

Blar kD wred Business of the Month

M=, Barbara Willa me-
Wz ez, D weer/Bakestar

Cupcakes for My Cupcake, LLE

Barbara WilliamsYazrquez is the owner of Cupookes for My Cupcoke, A nadve of Hartford, Con-
nedicut, Barbara and her family moved to Huntsville in 2017, She isa ba-ke-ster A ba-he ™
ster, is an ald world term fara female baker. She studied baking at the Connechiout Culinary
Inswtute in Hartford. Her company motta is, "We provide custamers with a swest sdperience
from cupcakes, to cakes and more. We offer a vanety of baked goods that would tanialize
your taste buds® Barbara farmed her company in 2016 in Connechout, Closed it &s she made
thetmnstionto Huntswille, then @ year ago reapenedthe company in 2018,

Her future plans are to open a@ brick and mortar location. 5he aspires to hire a chocolater and
asupar artsspecialistto add to her repertoire of creatve arostry. Giving back to the communi-
iy isalsoa geal. She ambicipates being able to give back to the homelass ammunity in the fu-
ture_ And as hercompary grows, she hopesto be ableto leave the businessto her daughtsrs,
tomove the businessto the next level of ownership and produchivity.

Barbara WilliamsVYaquez, Cup Cakes for My Cupcokes, LLC can be reached at the following
site: woenw . upcakesformycupcakes. com. Products may be erdered wia her wabsite, tedt mes

sapge [206-384-4303); Instagram account or her FaceBook page.

Barbara, ker husband Jonathan and daughters, lardan and Maslah are members of 51, lohn
AME Church.

-

e

e ety W hite Ca e ) l= e o Baspherry G be w/
Trad it o3 | Butke rcrea m lema o Cream Chesse
Foosting Frusting

Tliank UYou

Deaconess Ernesting Barnes-lvery would like tothank the St John Family far the
alls, cards, prayers and all expressions af love shawn during her recovery from
kree surgery and the loss of her brather.

Your generosity and kindness will be farever remembered.
—Deawmness Ernesane Barnes-lvery

A, T =l -
_._I-.'_ . g _
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Church School Lesson Overview — September 2020

The reviews were written by Brother Willie Sandifer

Saptember s, 2020

Lessan Title: Biased Lave

Lesson Seripture; Genesls 25:28; 35:23-26

Print: Genesis 37:2-11, 23-244, 28

Devotianal Songs: #355[], # 27 2[], and #243]]

Key Verse: His brothers were jealous of him, but his father
keptthe matterin mind” (Genesis 3711).

In this lesson we glimpse favarism and what [t can do and
has done in families. Hatred mixed with enwvy was created in
Joseph’solder siblings by Jacob showingJloseph favariism.

Wesee Ged's hand at wuork shll as Jaseph is sent ahead asto
be in place to prepare Epypt for @ seven-year famine This
faming affected not anly Egypt but the surrounding area as
wiell, Jeseph may hawe seen only a life of slavery ahead but
Godsawthe blessingthat Jesephwould bato his brothers.

September 13, 3030

Lessan Title: Obedient Love

Lessan Scripture; Genesis 41:14-57

Print: Genesis41-35-33, 37-44, 50-52

Devotional Songs: #321[[; §251[]; and #243[]

Key Verse: “Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since Gad has made all
this known to you, there is ne one 5o disceming and wise as
you. Yeu shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people
are to submittoyourorders. Only with respecttothe throne
will| be greaterthan you'” (Genesis41:39-40).

In this lesson we see that Pharaah had dreams that neither
he, his magicians or his wisemean could interpret. In the first
dream seven heahhy came from the Mile River and then sevw-
gn ugly and gaunt cows followed them, In the second dream
seven healthy heads of grain showed up an a single stalk,
Then there showed up seven withared heads of grain that
had been scorched by & hotawind from the East.

The former prisoner remembered Joseph when Phamah
spoke of these puzzling dreams. Hetald Pharoah of Joseph's
ahbility 1o interpret dreams and loseph was taken guickhy
fram prison, was made presentable, and was bmught before
Phareah. Joseph gave the interpretation, offered a soluton,
and was appointed to implement thesalution,

September 20, 2020

Lessan Title: Victarious Love

Lesson Scnpture; Genesis 42

Print: Genesis42:6-25A

Devetional Songs: #364]|; #258]; and #243[]

Key Verse: “"Reuben replied, "Didn't | tell you not to sin
againstthe boy? But yvou wouldn't listen® M ow we must give
an accountingfar his blood” (Genesis42:22),

In thislessonwe sesthat the famine affected Egypt and ath-
er areas, People came from the surrounding areas to buy
fopd. The area that Jaseph was fram was among the affect-
ed areas and his brothers, except Benjamin, came ta Epypt
io buyfood.

Joseph ould not contral his tears, @s hewas filled with eme
fion sfter learning that Reuben had acied to spare his [iFe,
Unkrnown to his brothers, Joseph was planning how to ses
hisfather again and howto keep his entire family safe.

September 27, 2020

Lessan Title: Revealed Love

Lesson Scnpture; Genesis 43; 45:1-15

Print: Genesis45:1-8, 10-15

Devotional Songs: #97[1; £77([]; and £243[]

Key Werse! “Do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yoursehves for selling me here, because it was to save |ives
that God sent me ahead of you” [Genesis 45:5,

In this lessan we find that the food the brothers bought in
the last lesson has run out and they havato maks a second
trip te Egyptto buyfeod. When they arrived, laseph gave his
steward instructions ta put each brother s silver in his sach
and to put loseph’s special silver cup in Banjamin's sach,

When the brothers left for home, Joseph sent his steward
after them and accused tham of taking loseph’s cup. OFf
course, the wp wasfound in Benjamin’s sack and the broth-
ers returned ta Epyptio face Joseph.

ludah stepped up and gave a pleanot to keep Benjamin in
Egypt, afier Joseph told hig brothers that Benjamin would
have to stay in Egypt: Knowing Benjamin staying behind
would break their father's heart, Judah oflered to stay in
Egypt in Benjamin's place. This ofter represented a clear
change from the way Judah had treated Joseph many years
before.
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During the months of August and Seprember
Church Schoalwill meet an ZOO0M Meesting.

Toepie; Chureh School Zoam Meeting
Time: Sundays Jam - 945am (Church School
M id-day Fellowship, Mon.-5at. 11:30am

From a computer, tablet. ar call phane

JoinZoom Meetng by typingthis link into your browser:
https/fusi 2web zoom.us/[ /4626571127

pierd=MY dfc K RESEZPM FRCLOJ4cW iR INTz0 3

Mestng|D:-462 687 112
Passwmrd: 017 348

From a telephene: One tap mahbile
+13126266799 4626871128 US (Chicaga
+197920560099 4626871128 US (New Y ork)

Dial by your laca@on
+1312 626 6799 US [ Chicagn)
+1925 205 6059 US [New York)
Meeting ID:-462 657 112
Password: 017343

R -\--=‘-—\--'_'T‘—'_Tr-;_'—'—-:= e ————

135th Si. John AME Church Aymiversary
Commemoraxise Lapel Fin
Be one of the first member i recedre this
beautfully crafted comoemoraisre bpel pi

$£5.00 each

Purclaze from any
Steward ox the 5t Jolo clumeh offic e
Al fimds daked to the VIEION 2020 Euollding Foond

Absentee Ballot Application
Reguestsforthe Movember 3, 2020
General/Presidensal Election

Absentes Ballot Applicadons for the Nowermber 3, 2020 Gen-
eral Election or Presidenttal Election will be available onSatur-
day, September 5, 2020 betwesn 9:00 am and noan.

Applicat’ons will be available for pick up asyou ome through
to plck up the Cammunion Elements. Return your cempleted
applicalion as soon as possible. Your ballat will ke mailed to
vou,. Befare mailing your ballat, maks note af the number on
vour ballot. You will need this number when verifying that
your ballet hasbeen caunted afier the electon.

It is esmmated that & will take 7-10 days using the United
States Postal Service, for your ballet te arrive in the droit
clerk's office, se mallyour ballat immediateby.

Dates ta remermber!

Woterregistration deadline_..____..Octeber 19, 2020

Absentee Veter Deadlines
Applicafian October 19, 2020
Appliceton in persan...——.—.. Oectober29, 2020
Submigsion by mail . __. Nowvember2, 2020
Submission in person Nevember 3, 2020

Find addional vater infarmalion orto register anline wisit,
wierer alabamavote s gov

Meed addmonal assistance contact;
Barbara Johnsam.. .. ... 2LE-65E-F452
Dr. Thalia Love Brown -.—...256-527- 2082

your VOTE
is your VOICE
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Church School
Book Club

Discussion Date: August 15, 2020
10:00 A.M. —11:30 AN,

The Storyteliers Secret, Badani, Sgpal, 2018,

Septembar 2020 Discussion Date: September 19, 2020

10:00 A.M. —11:30 AN,
The Life We Bury, Eskens, Allen, 2014

College student Joe Talkert has the modest goal of com-
pletng & writing assignment for an Enplish class. Histask isto
inferview & stranger 2nd write.a brief blography of the per-
zon, With deadlines lmaming o2 hesds ta & nearby nursing
harme to find & willing subject: There he meets Carl lversan,
and soon nothingin Joe's [ife |s ever the same. Carl 15 a dylng
Wigtnam veteran-and & conwvicted murdersr. With anly & few
months to lwe, ha has Been medically paraled to a nursing
horme sfier spending thirty vears in prisan for the crimes of
Fape and murder,

A5 Jos wntes shout Carl's life, espacially Carl's walar in VF
gtnam, he cannot recencile the heroism of the soldizr with
the despicable ads of the onvig. Aided by his skepuical
naighber, Lila, Jog throws himsalf into uncoverning the truth,
Threzd by thread, he begins to unraval the tapestry of Can's
conwichon. But as he and Lila dig desper inta the droum-
stances of the cime;the gakes grow higher, Willloe disow
zrthe truth beforg it s ten late to escape the fallout ¥ — Ame
zan

Young Readers Cafe

Preachingte the Chickans
The lohn LewisStory
By
Jabari Asim
Hustrated by
E.B. Lewis

Preaching x
» Chickens

Amazon.cam

Celebrating the Life of
Mrs. Lanita “Nita” Forte Slaton

The 5t. John Family was
blessed with the compamy
of Mrs. Lanita “Mita" Forte
Slatan for many years. We
were all saddened to hear
of her transifion from labor
to reward on July 21, 2020.
She leavss 1o cherish her
mermory, her two children;
Vincent and lennifer; one
brother and one sister as
well as brothers and sisters-in-law; special friends, Deacon-
gssSarah “Granny” Bell and Denise Chandler both of Hunts
wille.

s,

Mrs. Lanitz “Hita” Forte Slaton

Mita wasa faithful member of5t. Jahn AME Church. Through
the years, she served as anusher, a member of the Fifty Plus
Awxiliary, parficipated in neon Bible Study and other com-
mittees to sarve the lord. She was mast preud of warking
with the church'sSoup Kitchen.5he looked forward to Tues
days because that was the day she served inthe Soup Kitch-
en. Lanita aften said it warmed her heart knowing that she
helped make sure peoplein nead got & nutritious mealfrom
the 5t. John AME family. For Lanita, woarking in the soup
kitchen with herteam members was a labor of love.

One of her many loves was her beloved sorarity of which
she was amemberfor 32-years, Alpha Kappa Alpha Soronty,
Incorporated. Herother lave was Alabama AEM University.
When she was not wearing pink and green, she would be
sporting maroon and white. Lanita served Alabama AEM
University in various capacties for more than 25 years.

Lanita's personability was magnefic. Her perfed mix of com-
passion, wisdom ‘and “sassy-wit” drew peaple to her for ad-
vice, comfort and efcourse, comic relief.

The Rewverend Maurice Wright, || was the eulogist farthe
hemegoing celebrafion. John 19:30 was the supporing

scripture for the sermon fitled, "Lanta Has Crossed the Fin-
ish Line."

St.lohn prieves with the family inthe loss of this lovely, spir-
it-filled waman of the church. Lanita will be greatly missad,
by ‘the Soup Kitchen Ministry members and those she
served. We rejoice in the fact that she lived & full, vibrant
life.
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Announcements

5t John AME Chureh St John AME Bible Stuchy
Wership Service Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.

sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be St.lohn Face Book Live Stream

viewesd onthe follawing media Wisit &t stjohnamehsy

platforms.

Church websitz: wwenw stjohnhuntsville.com COME JOIN OUR
Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”

St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy

foutule at 5t John AME Huntsville ar

Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SSTIOHMNHEY ar sending your offeringtothe church wia U5, Fost Office.

Sendingwia U5, Post Office; Complete the form belee, cut aleng the dotted line and submit in an envelope
with yaur check,

Wohn SAlrican Hlethobist Cpiscopal Chuveh
229 Church Straet NW = Huntsyilie, Alabams 358071

Pawnrersd MaLC s Wmon 0 PEn
SrET B 1 AeEnieE unit e Lddd AT e Benahils Daary o

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

CF i <h,
Fae™ i Aids
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
T il
LTy tumimg Frue
P igara Tikalsin Foesel Wil

Coer A ] i TEITAL
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September 2020

Tue. Wied Thu

3

HWas WG & YPD
anndlConfernce

& 11
8 OOE.m _
ChuchSchoal AMENSE
o[ ¥ e
THa

10100 s Warmahp
Communian Sunday HWAC

anpual -
Confemnce

BNER D=agibne

13 18

ChurchSchoo | Chu £ h 5chool Boo kClul
alall |

18 30 mm . Wamhip

20
8 00m.m

Eh urchacho|
ok

1008 am . Warship

s00sm
Ch uc h Schoal Soup Kitc hen

Mok ny : ¥
Official Bd . Meeting 11:30a.m. -

10410 wm. Woeahip e p . m, 1700 p.m.
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Highlighting Cur Youth

REV. MAUEICE WEIGHT II ERVANT PASTOR

oy

BACK Tl] SCHOOL
IMPACT WEEK

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

ASKING A MINIMUM OF $25.00
OR ANY GENEROUS AMOUNT

CASH APP SSTJOHNHSV
GIVELIFY

SAINT JOHN'S AME CHURCH

LoZ's go/
GOAL
900 STUDENTS




Kids' Corner

NEW TE&THMENT WORD&ERRCH

Find the books of Mew Testament n he
wirtisaarch batow, Then wie el B owipr
et 1o fed (e roeson thal John wiola the
oapssl of Jofn Lias e lathsrs from ihe lof

Mark
Luka
Jahin
Acts
Romans
Corinthigns
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
Thassalonians
Timothy
Tius
Philgmon
Heabwew
Jamesg
Feter
JUDE
Revelation

b
J
h
s
e
8
K
s
g
m
r
s
j

LD —-—-00=02303 0=
DT =< 00 W= TUO W — ~

490 - PDOAC—3S 0O

__,and that by believing ___

in

John 20:31"

PR P Tremagls B bl i e F o Ty Lol T

Mew Testament Wordseamh [Pimterest post] Pimterest . Retrieved August 2030, from hitp:// pintemst com
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ET, SOHN AME that God rosed him from the dead, you will be zoved Romons 103

That if you conafess with your mouth, “lesus 5 Lard, “and believe i your heart

INDRIC

Sopust Z0A0 Fap= 20



LI TEER

A E Newstermer @

St Jonn African Methodist Episcopal Church Huntsvilie, Alabama

Volume 25 Issue 9 September 2020

The Pevemrnd Dr.Carlton P, Byrd, Pastor, Oa kwood University Seventh Day &dventist Chomh,
Ms. Crystal aikin, puest voc alist,
ihe Peverem Joretha Williams Wright, aml the Peveremd Maurie Wright, IL Serant Pasto raf
The Hitork 5t. Johnafrican Methodisl Epsco palC harch.

“The Willing Servant Leader Who Stands Tall in the Midst of Crisis”

Septem b ¢ 2030 Fape 1



2020 MWII Stellar Awards

= B. bBhrson

Celebrating the Reverend Maurice Wright, Il Servant Pastor, St. Jahn AME Church

Lights! Camera! Acaon! Mrs, Janae McDowell,
Mistress af Ceremonies, teak the podium &t =e-
actly 7:00 pm on Saturday, August 15, 2020, It
was a stellar night celebraiing the 4th Anniver-
sary of Pastar Maurice Wright, I, Servant Pastor
of Histeric 5t John AME Church. Thiswas the cre-
ative inmatve of Steward Sharon Butler. Steward
Butler enlisted the assistance of many members,
friends and ministries afthe church, to bring this
ewent to frumon, The media ministry worked fire-
lessly to secure all the wideos, sequence them
and wime the appearances of each guest just
right, The first night brought with it some tech-
nical dificultes. However, after the challenges
wiere resolved, the MWII Stellar Awards program
was replayed glitch-free on Ssturday, August
259th.

Mrs. Bmnze W Dove ll, M Etress of Cemmony
R 11 Ste lErawads

The Pastor and the Rewerend Jaretha Wright
were In aftendance and swere truly surprised by
all those who appeared on video 1o honor their service,

The Steward Pro Tern, Marcus Hill apened the celebration with the occasion, follewed
by praver by the Presiding Elder, (Ret) Oliver Allen, Dr. Janetie Kotey, Director of Music
at First Missionary Baptist Church sang one of Pastor Wright's favorite sangs, "Great is
Thy Faithfulness.” Grestingswers brought by The Right Rewverend Harry L. Seawrght,
Presiding Prelate of the Ninth Episcopal District, followed by Presiding Elder Bruce
Hunter, of the Sauth Bimingham Bessemer Huntsville District: The 5t. Jahn AME Chil-
dren’s Chairsang, "We Worship You for Who You Are®

Tributes to Pastor Wright were nest onthe program beginning with The Rigit Rewer-
end (Ret) Carolyn Tyler Guidry followed by the Reversnd Myran Hill, Assodate Direc-
tar, af Music and Christian Arts Ministry, of the AME Church. The next tribute was
offered by Mr. Ronald Childress, President, of Delta Theta Lambda Chapter, Alpha Phi
Alpha, Fraternty, Inc. Followed by the Rewverand Dr. Mitchell Walker, Pastor af Church
Street Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America. A stellar tibute was net from

Bishep Frank Beard, the Episcopsal Leader ofthe llinois Area of the United Methaodist |

Church,

Entertainment was provided for everyane's enjaymant by Mr. Wallace Parham, 5t
John AME Dance Ministry, and Master Henry Smiley, representing the youth of 5t.
John, reading enthusiasacally, Rudyard Kipling's poem, “If." Mr. Tommy Friend shared
an instrumental rendiwon of, "“ThankYou Lord far Al Yeu've Done far Me.”

Pastor wWright amd the Revemnd
Joretha Wright we e the goests of
honor at the MW stellar avands.

Septem be ¢ 2030 Fape 2



]1[ - 2020 MWII Stellar Awards

fﬂ:hhfaﬁm the Reverend Maurice Wright, Il Servant Pastor, 5t. lohn AME Church
0. fohrson

-

AL AR T e )

The mementum and anbcpaton had been

building. And now the momeant evaryang had

been waiting for: MWI Stellar Award nomi-

negs and announcement of the winners. The

nominees for the MWI Pastar of the Year

Aweard weere; the: Reverend Dr. T, O Jakes,

Bishop Nolan Jones, the Reverend M arvin Wy-

man andthe Reversnd Maurice Wright, |,

The MWIl Pastor of the Year Award was pre-;

samtied by the Reversnd Or. Gadand Pierce, |

Evecutive Director of Chrisian Edumtion uf:

the Afrdcan Methodist Episcopal Church. And |

the winner was, (drum roll) Pastar of the His-;

taric 5t. John AME Church in Hurtsville, Ala-;

bama, the Reversnd Maurice Wright, ||, S2re-

ant Pastor! (Applause). Pastor Wrig It me e ving the 1AV 11 Pastor of the vearauward, the Life Time & higve-
mentavand am the MW Lege md Avard from

Fresenting the MWl Lfewme Achievemer Pro Tem of the Boam of Ste wards, Mamws Hill

Awrard was Alabama 5tate Representatve An-
thony Daniels. Pastar Wright was so surprised 1o have been
preserted with the MW Lfetme Achisvement Award.

The final award forthe evening, the MWl Legend Award was
presented by Ms. Jana Geggans and Mr. Eddie Whitehead, Ir.
Once again, Pastor Yright was amazed at his being the recipi-
ent of such a prestigious sward.

Asthe last award was announced, Mistress of Ceremany, Mrs,
MeDowel asked the recipient of the MWI Stellar Awards 1o
came tothe stage to receive his recognifian.

PastarWright and the Reverend Joretha Wright procesded to
the stage to accept the MWl Stellar Award for Pastor aof the
Year, the Life Time Achievement Awrard and the MWIl Legend
Awrard. Applause! Applauset

The Rewersnd Maurice Wright, || gewe a wery maowving ac-

ceptance speech follewed by a thunderous raund of applause. The Revers pd Maurice Wright, [land the Pevere rd boretia

wrght, giving his acceptame speechafter meeiving allthree

The closing praysr was given by The Right Reverend Ann Hen- N

ningByfield, of the 16™ Episcopal District, ofthe AME Churdh.

The evening wastruly Stellar!

The MwiistelEravands Progmmand the annkesary Worship S2reie can be mpbyed on Maurie Wrght's Facebook page.
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A celebraton of Pastar Wright and the First Family's fourth anniversary washeld on S aturday, August 15, 2020, Members
ofthe congregefion were encouraged to “Beep”, “Honk” and "Wave" from their vehicles asthey drowve by, With the help of
the Trustees, Securty Team and the YPDers, carslined up eady and were decarated as the parade began. The First Family
had been staged onthe outside of the church in 2 beaunful sefting adorned with balloons, presnery, and a lush, draped,
swiag backdrop. As cars came through the procession, the first family was greeted warmby by the congregatan, The parade
of lowe and warmth was enthusiastically received by the Reverend Maudrice Wright, |, the Reverend Joretha Wright, Joy,
Isaiah, the Reverend Deremod Wilsan, Pastar Wright's grandfather and Ms. Joetia Williams, Reverend Jaretha Wnght's sis

iembers of the Boamd of Stevands
celebmting withthe Firt Family.

The Pevermd Maurice Wriht, I, the Peverm Joretha Wright
and the Peverend Dervood Wikon grEeting
members durng the ceke baticn DAve-By,

Cars liniog up for the Drive- by b=irg decomted by the
v ung Peopke’s Diveion of 5t John AME Chur h.

Tristess aml Secunty Teamond oty during e Drive- By,

Thand: Yeu
to Arefollowing basinesses for asgstngin the nu cess of fue NMWIT Stellax Awands and
Coutwre Creafiom Dedgm amel Events, LLC | Mirs. Doma Gullaite, Ovner

Ealkens My Way, Mis. Yenda Pride, Owner
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“Standing Tall and Proclaiming God's Word"

B Johmon

Sunday, August 16, 2020, Pastor Wright, the First Lady, the Reverend
Joretha Wright and the family celebrated their fourth annwersary as the
religious |eaders of Hiztoric 5t. Jahn AME Church. It had been a full
weekend of events beginningwith the MW Stellar Awards evant,

wihere Pastor Wright was the recipient af the MY Pastor afthe Year
Award, the MW Lfe-time Achievement Award and the MW Legand
Award. The Pastoral Appreciation Drive-By on5aturday brought streams
ofdecorated cars and enthusiasac well wishers to greet the Wright fam- |
ily, Nawi the culminatng event to mund out the week of celelbrabing this |
Servant Pastar, the Sunday warship sendice.

Steward Whitehead passionately reviewed the church announcements,
followed by aspedal piano seleclon, “To God BEThe Glory” eloguently
performed by Mr. Roberto Burton for the oocasian, The Call to Woarship
and prayer were given bythe Reverand Charles Glaver, Spedal puest
wocalist, Ms. Crystal Aikin was introduced by Brother Reginald Pearson, Minister of Music Ms, Aikinis awaorld-renowned vo-
calist. 5he was the first winnerof BET's Sundoy's 8251 musical competwon in 2016.5he is a twa fime StellarAward winner
andanetimenomineefor a DOVE Award. She isnowthe Worship Pastar at the Waorship Center in Birmingham, Alabama.
fs. Aikin is alse Pastar Wright'ssister. Ms. Aikin gave a star-studded, spirtual rendition of “Great is Thy Fathfulneszs,” ane of
Fastor Wright's favoritesongs. The scripture followed, IThesolainias 5:12-13 was strongly proclaimed by Steward M arcus:
Hill.

The Peverm Dr. Carhon P. Byrd, Pastor
Oakwood Uakersity Seventh Dy sadvemtet Chumrh

The Reverand Maurce Wright, |l introduced the guest preacherfarthe occasion, the Reversnd Or. Carlton P.Byrd, Pastor af
Oalkwood Univarsity Seventh Day Adventist Church in Huntsville. Pastar Wright welcomed Dr. Byrd to 5t. lohn with all the

henardue him.At the conclusion afthe introduceon, Ms. Aikintookthe stage once again te sing William Murphy's, hymn of
praise, “You Are Ny Strength

After averywarm and moving greeting, Or. Byrd epened hissermon with prayer and scripture. The #tle of the sermonfor

the anniversary celebrafon was, “It's Time to Fight.” He used as scApture, avery familiar passage to support the theme,
““tanding Tall and Pradaimingthe YWeard,” Ephesians 6:10-11
"EFinthf, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and inthe power of his might. ““Put on the whole amor of God, that ye

may be ableto stand apainst the wiles of the dewil. * Forwe wrestla not against flesh and blood, but against principal
fies, against povwers, against the rulers of the darkness ofthis world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Dr. Bryd wasvery expressive in his delivery. O ut of this familiar passage, he lifted three sipnificant points. The first point was
reflective of the first woard in Ephesians 6:10, "STAND." In today's climate of unrest, upheaval, and turmaoil, one nesdsto
“Stand.” Stand far what's right, what's warthy, and what's Godly. The secand point referenced Ephesians 6214, "Put 0On.”
strongly suggested that one should “Put On* the whale armor of God. It never said take it off. |t said “put on® the breastplate
of righteousness; shod yourfeet with the preparafion of the gospel of peace, take the helmet af salvattan, and the sward of
the Spirit. The emphasis s farone to putthem on and keepthem an. The third paint wasa reminderfrom Ephesians 6:11-13,
forwewrestle not against flesh and bloed, but against the devil himself; the spirit of wicke dnessin high places. Then lastly,
Or. Bryd powerfully emphasized Ephesians 6:10 and the words, “be stronginthe Lord.” He closed by saying, “Reverend

Wright as you caminue to stand and proclaim the ward of Gad, #'s Timeto Fight. And you can fight by Trusangin God-Yeu
are 3s 5Strong as He is. Hawve faith in God.

The fourth anniversary worship service farthe Reverend Maurice ¥Wright, || Servant Pastor of Historic5t. Jahn AME Church
dosed witl the minister of musicsinging, Donnie McClurkin's “Just Stand .
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ELECTION 2020: DO YOU KNOW THE RULES FOR ABSENTEE VOTING?

Bo blry Ad kirs

The 2020 General Electwon lessthan twwe months away. Alabama eligible wvoters shouldtake all the necessary steps to en-
sure they are registersad and that they know where and when they @n cast their ballets. The AMENswsietter Teom is
commified to providing 5t. John AME members with the latest and most accurate informaton related to VYoter Registra-
fman andthe General Election 2020.

With the near unprecedented disruptions and social distandng measures caused
by COWID-18, commonly known as Coronavirus, the Alabama Secretary of State
has issued an emergency amendment, pursuant to Code-of Alabama 1375, 5541-
22-5ib) and 41-22-6(d (2) a and b. The rule, wtled "820-2-3- 06- J9ER Absentee
Viating During Statz of Emergancy —Gensrgl Elaction 2023 went inte eflect on 17 J

July 2020. Thiz emergency rule was drafied and approved dueio the unforesegn

extension of the Governor's ariginal state of emergency and safer st home ordi-
n 5 5 itafing the neg an_Bmer bsentee rule for the Gen-

gral Elecion on Nevember 3, 2020.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAMNT Simphly put, Fyou are an eligible and registerad voter, the opion to vete [and vote earky) via
absentee ballot, is 38 safe and pracical opion for anyone that meets Absentes Wowng Eligibility crteria listed below and
perthe Alabama Secretary of States website @ hiips:/ f'www.sos alabama gov/ alabamavotes/vater)abse nte e-vol ng

NOTE: Absentee voring due to COVIO IR soriol gistmngng megsuras it glowobie for the 2000 Ganaral Elzoaion

ABSEMTEE VOTING EUGIBILITY: A voter may cast an absentee ballot if he arshe:
EXFECT: TO BE ABSENT FRO M THE COUNTY on elecian day
ISILL OR HAS A PHYSICAL DISABILUTY that prevents atripto the polling place
IS5 A REGISTERED ALABAMA VOTER LWING 0 UTSIDE THE COUNTY, such as a
member of the armed forces, @ wvoter employed outside the United States, a
college student, or a spouse or child af such a person
ISAN APPOIMTED ELECTION OFFICER OR POLLWATCHER at a polling place oth-
er than his ar her regular polling place
EXPECTS TO WORK A REQUIRED SHIFT, 10-HOURS OR MORE, that coincides)
with palling hours
1% A CAREGIVER far a family member to the second degree af kinship by afflinity
arconsanguinity and the family member is canfined to His orher hame
IS CURREMNTLY INCARCERATED in prison or jail and has not been comvicted of a
felony involving moral turpituds
The deadline to submit an absentee ballet applicaon is the 5th @lzndar day
priorto the elechion.

dounn:
hladisen

100 Horthslds Square, uu.:ml..m-
barma, 35801
Phone Numnber
555503584

county:
Limestons
Phimical Addre ss;
200 Washington Rtrest W, Athens.
Alnbarma, 35811

EMERGEMCY ABSENTEE WVOTIMNG applicavons can be made sfter the absentee
deadline but fie laterthan 5 PM an the day befare the elec@an, ifthe wvater:

is required by an employer under unforeseen circumstances to be unavallable

atthe pollsanthe day of the elechon

is acaregiver of apersonwho requires emergency treatment by licensed physi-
cian within five days before an elechion

has & family membertathe second degree af kinship by affinity or consanguink
ty die within five days before an eleddion

Malling Address:
200 Washington Rtrest W, Athens,
Alabama, 15911
Phone Nunber !
25621 53875
Limastone Courty Absames Ballol

Apnlcation.pdf

P e, (R i
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ELECTION 2020: DO YOU KNOW THE RULES FOR ABSENTEE VOTING?
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MEDICAL EMERGENCY ABSENTEE VOTIMNG applications can be made by a voter who has a meadical emargency requinng
treatment from a licensed physician within & days of an eledian. During that 5-day period, the medical emergency absen-
tee ballot applietion and the vated absentes ballot must be returned no latérthan noon an the day the electon is held.
The medical emergency absentee ballot application requires that the aftending physidan describe and certify the circum-
stances as conshtuting an emergency, The voter may desipnate someaneto turn in the medical emergency absentes bak
ot appliation, receive the absentes ballot on behalf of the voter, and retum the voted absentee ballot tothe Absentee
Election Manager on behalf of the voter.

ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIOM: Te obtain an asbsentes ballat, write or visit the
local Absentee ElecBon Manager (usually the Circuit Clerk), request-an absentee bal-
lot, and provide the following:
mame and residential address {or other such information in orderto verfy voter
registration)
acopy of yoaur valid phato idennfication
glecoon farwhich the ballotis reque sted
reason far absence from polls on elecion day
party choice, if the: election is a party primary. (It is not necessary to give a party choice for a3 general election; howew-
er,in a party primary @ voter may paricipate inonk one palimcal party's primary; thus a3 choice must be designated so
that the approprigte ballot can be provided. If the voter dedines or failsto designate-a choice for & primary or primary
runaf ballat, the absentes election manager may send anky the ballot for consEtutional amendments.)
address-to which the ballet should be mailed
voter signature. [Sipnature must be original, eledronic signatures will not be accepted. If 3 mark is made in place of 3
signature, it must be witnessed.)

The absentze ballot applicaiion must be retumedtothe Absentes Elecion Manager by the voterin person {or by the vot-
er's designee in the case of medical emergency votingl, by U5, M ail, or by commercial carrigr. Mo absentes ballot applice-
fion may be mailed inthe same envelope as anothervoter's absentee ballot application,

Upon recewingthe absentes ballot application, the Absentee Election Manager may request addimonal evidence on the
reason farvafingabsentes ifthe voter has a history of abseneevoting. The absentee ballet applications must be turnad in
no laterthan the S5th calendar day before the elediion.

BALLOT RECEIPT/RETURN
Fthe absentee ballot appli@fon is approved, the Absentee Elechiion Manager for- Mumlﬂl::nﬁﬁ:;lz!:'
Com ¥ ¥

wards the absentes ballot by US. Mail, or personally hands the absentee ballotto v
the woter lor to adesignes in the case of medical emergency absentes votng:) Hﬂ'PE. Bﬂ'llE"l‘E,

Empower, Register

BALLOT PROCEDLURE

The-absentee ballot comeswith 3 erwelopes — one plain fthe secrecy envelops), one

with an affidavit, or oath, printed onthe outside, and one plain pre-addressed enve-

lape, (the outer envelope). 0 nce the voter casts the ballet, the procedure is-as fol- 4

I

& Sealthe ballet'in the plain envelope

* Place the plain envelope inside the accompanying affidavit emvelope

& Sealthe aflidavit envelope and complete the affidavit that is anthe outside af the eméelope

M e, i e X
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* Sigrthe affidavit and have the signature witnessed by either a notary public ortwo witnesses 18 years of age ar older

WITHESSES OR NOTARIZATION Iy ™ Tl o L
s | ul nteers& ’J-’"'“'%'“WTH
signatures of two wit nesses. \
The woter has only the following|egal ways to return the abzentee ballot: f A
forwards the absentes ballot by U5, Mail
forerards the absentes ballat by commerdal carrier f
persanally hands their ewwn absentes ballotto the absentes elechian manager
lordelivers by adesignee inthe case of emergency absentee volngl

VOTING DEADLIME
An absertes ballet returried by mail must be postmarked na later thanthe day priorte the election (02 Nevemiber 2020
and recetved by the Absentess Elecion Manager no later than noon on elecion day (03 November 2020). K hand-

delivered, the ballot must be inthe office of the Absentee Elecon Manager by the close of business (but no later than 5
p.m.) an the day prior to the elecdion (02 M ovember 2020).

Yau miay download the S5tate of Alabama M ail-in Yoter Registration Form fram this page. Then, just printit, fill # out, and

mail it inta your local board of registrars! Any individual registering to vote must send the completed applia®on with his/
herariginal signature to the county's Board of Registrars in which he!she resides.

Check Your Vetng Status
Find Your Palling Precinet

— ¥ ) L wii‘l
na Mﬂ:hﬂﬂm wwerw.alabamavaotes.gpov
ﬂﬂﬂ‘”m Click on My Poliine Place

Follew the prarmpts

ﬂE Th:eﬂiﬂ-w aﬁ&”ﬁ.ﬁﬁ%ﬁm
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Updated Annual Conference Schedule

2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE SERIES
FOR THE
NINTH EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

Tuesday, September 29th®

Alabamal River Region Annua!
Conkerence Busingss Session
10:200 AM-12:30 P

Boli Call

Tramaers

P Suemariany Regont

Pre-Beconded Fistors Summary
[imimutos each|

WAEC Repnnt

BUE Repoit

Husget Repan

ermmnah Aeport

IREThin W rmsamie i D affemoon
\f necesrany)
1330 P20 PN Break
P Risuressan of BRR

LT
Sy [ Neresaany

70 P
Joint Opseswsy Ssiiam
e Preiding Elder Frediick Saiod

Wednesday, September J0th"

Nerthwest Annual Conference
Business Session
10:00 AM-12:00 PM

med ol
Framaters
1 Samesary Repord

L1 neimig=2 gach
WEL Bt
SUIE Nepart
Butdget Bepoet

Wamnras Ripon

11:00-12:30 "W
Wiidddny Message:
Ry Sandra Arderson

1230 P00 PRA - Breah

200 P00 P Beesumpsian of
WAL Bugirees
0N

T30 PM
The Kirtiewnad Rasnciabian al
fles Estsie Brokers

NI Bepioil Dl Teofy iy Sptniate|

Thursday, October 18"

Southeast Annual Conference !
Business Segsinn
B30 AM-12:30 PM

ol Eal l

“inshmi i

E 5 Sasfmyly et

fri-Ancordeg Paton Summany
) miinde mach)

MEL Birport

BOL Renry

i DT

Mt B it

12:30 - 1400 P

Wiy Miensige: Rim Ranidis facsin
L -1 00 - Bl

Morthazst Annunl Conference
Business Sextion
3:00 PM-T:00 PM

Rl Call

TimeherT

PEy Sumimiry Aepart
PIr-Sm0oiming PaEen Summary

¥

Frday, October 2nd"

Southwest Annual Conferance
Businass accion
B=30 AM-12:30 PM

Al Call

|'|rl1'|rr:

BL L Wummaty Koot

Fre Necorded Mistes Semenary
{ mimtis pih)

M frpert

B Hapar!

Buider| Rapar]

Bamomals Report

13:30-Pi- 1:00 1t
Wigkdsy Messege:
Hiee. Trevee Wi lrden
L:00 PA:3:00 P - Brnak

1:00-PRA-7:00 PR
Inind Clesing Sestion
fipet et Proaiding Eider Giuria Hall

Appringmenti

T einde aeh
MEC Bepar]
HiE Yepomi

Bunipr Pt
Mesnnal R

*Thei neraskala Pat i Savies of Resiul
Confepenied o wliedt to change
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Community Engagement

e = St. John Continues Partnership with Habitat for Humani
svTy Habitat 5 2

for Humaniiy ™ By Tami Mo hee

Even in the middle af a pandemic Habitat for Humanity of Madisan County
continues to provide sfordable housing to those in nesd. Habitat recently
cleared 8 acres of land to build over 30 hames and a8 community park. The
subidivision is located in Northeast Huntsville afl Meridian Street near 1. F.
Drake State Community & Technical College.

St. John will conenue to partner with other lecal churches and arganizaiions
to build & home at this location in the fall. There have been a few changes
dueto COVID-19, rearding voluntzering and building. Howrewver, volunteers
are =mll needed. Informaton reparding the 2020 Fall Build will be farthcom-
ing. Far the building schedule and wolunteer opperuniies contact, Sister

P nrw T kit ior Hunaniy roniseesy: Tami McGhee at mcgheetami@ gmail.comi.

Hartheast Hunsville.

Minth Episcopal District WMS “Everybody Vote Initiative™

The Betty E. Derrick Woemen's Missionary Society of 5t. Jahn
AME Church, gathered in full farce on Saturday, September 5,
2020. Their goal was to ensure that every member of the can-
gregafion whe wanted to submit an application for-an Absentes
Ballot had an apportunity to do so. They came prepared with
applietons, clip boards, pens and envelops. Nothing was |eft to
chance they even provided postage if it was needed. While
some members hand delversd applicadions to congregants as
they drove up, ather members made copies of their picture 10 ta
accompany the application. WMWS members-also made sure the
Sick-and Shut-in members wha were unable to gettothe church
received their applicaions as well. Members were available ta
assist congregants in compleion of the appliefon and answer-
ing questons regardingthe Absentee Ballot process.

-
The Bty E, =ik Wormen's MEsDmary Socety Members
Lt B Lommaine Parkam, Pesident, PBosemary Welk, Or. Thalia
Love-Brown, the Feverrd Maunce Wrght, I, Pator, 51, ohn
AMEChumh arl Hedm McDaniel

Sincethe actual Absentes Ballot requires two witness signatures
orthe seal.of a Natary, the WS members plan 1o follow-up this
svent with an addiional session on Saturday, Odaeber 3, 2020.
Apain, members will be available to anawer amy questons, ssist
L - —— congregants in complefing the actual Absentee Ballot, prowide
the required signatures and apply the appropriate postage to mail the ballats. A notary will alsa be ayailable to natarize the
ballot emvelop. Approximately eighty applicaionswere distributed bythe WWS members.

bl e S

VOTE: "1
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AME Proud

Blar kD wred Business of the Month

Contire Contbivss. LHE

Designs & Byents Chwener, Danna Gullatie
,--' ..r-’_"‘

7 }l“U res (,;:..'I”L‘r'ﬂ LONS Couture Creawons is a Gift from God and was born owt of a desireto design products
and services that speak to the unigue needs af 2ach client. Couture is a werd most
associated with the fashian industry. | graduated fram Alabama AZM University with
adegresin Fashion Merchandising and have always had a love far fachion, sa it just
made sense 1o make my business name fashion related,

S My mother, Mrs. Larene Jones, was-a big influencer in my decision ta get inte the

#8 wedding and event business as she did many weddings and events back in the day.

Dwmning and operaing my own business was aways a dream. |, alongwith my family

hawve beenwaorking for owver 25 years in this industry to make the dreant a reality. Htis

ry goalto go fulktme upon redirement. | am extremely proud 1o announce that we
afficially bemme Couture Creations, LECthis year 2020.Te God Be the Glary!

Providingdécor, coordination and planning everts is my passion with aspecial empha-

- =is an weddings. YWe have been blessed to be 3 part of several spectacular weddings

in Huntsville: Couturs Creotions has had the privilege of providing the décorfor one of

Huntsville's premier events, "The 100 Black Men of Greater Huntsville's Annual Gala®

{ for several years. Yisit Couturs Cregtfons' Facebook page for additfonal inffermation

= and wibrant pictures of our work, For more infermabon and reserving your event con-
" tact, Donna Gullarte at 256-652-4347.

AME Proud!

History was made anSeptember 2, 2020 when the U5, Army prometed an

aive-duty African American worman chaplain to the rank of colanel far
the first ime.

Chaplain (Col) Maonica B Lawson was given the new status in a ceremany
anthe Facebook page afthe U. 5 Army Chaplain Center-and Schaonl. The
African Methodist Episcopal minister is the chief of recruiting and acces-
sions farthe U_ 5. Army Chaplain Corps,

In her remarks, Chaplain Lawson spoke on the histeric oceasion of “the sin
of racism” and the nesd far “heartfelt, heart-changing dialague .

Chaplain Lawsan, is 2 native of Five Points, Alabama, a graduate of Spel-
man College, 2 histori@lly Black women's collegs in Atlanta, and a recipi-
ent of a Master of Divinity degree from Turner Thealogical Seminary, the
AME Church’s school an the campus af Atlanta's Interdenominatonal T he-
olagical Center,

ap hm (Col) Moucd B Lowsen

Seprembe r IID Fape= 11



Congregational News

E _ Welcome New Member!

5t. lohn AME Church welcomes ane
of its new wirtual members, Ms
Tamrmy Hawkins. Ms. Hawkins
joined 5t lohn during the 40-Diay
Frayer Reviwal. Ms. Hawkins Iivesin
Mew lersey and isthe cousin te our
Fastor, the Revermnd Maunce
Wright, Il. Weloome Ms: Hawkins!

Welcome New Members!

We alsa are welcoming new

A members, Mrs. Fallon Martin and
her children, Aubrey and Zeno-
s bvia. Mrs2 Martin was a member
of 5t. Paul AME Church, Miami;
Florida. Mrs. Fallon Marein isthe
daughter of Mrs. Deborah Bland.
Welcome tao5St. lohn.

(14

Thaml: Tou!
5t Johoy Famnaby thaml: yeu for your calls,
iardh amml prayen: dunng moy ilness
Yo Geghits and peaye s were felt amad
app e Evked.

e blessed faonaly,
Thean omeess Naxy Powa's

p
o

Tonk Tou! -,
& Tetwi Farmidy your hinduese ol 7104
paEeosity during oy Jwspialiv :iim_n
wall for ever be revuemnbered anul
celerided T appredated ever (and,
all e alls | tend Tessapes and
EIYEE

Be blesxed fanily,
Dear onwss Charlsie Brools

Little Miss DakotaShemee Fitchard
Bom
September 1, 2020
Ta
Ms: Druscilla Fitchard

Grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Earl B Deetra Frtchard

As @ new membaratst. Bhn | wes so
surpreed o have recewed so many
camds and pet-well wishes fromtha

corgegation. Than kyow so mk kfor
yoorcands, pRyesand kindpesses.
yourt hooghtfuleess will alvays be

e e b e,

Wwarm egands,
Sister Tammy Ha wkirs
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Church School Lesson COverview — Cctober 2020

The reviews were written by Brother Willie Sandifer

Ociober 4 020

LeszonT ifle: Love amd Devotion to Others

Lesgon Sorphme: 1 Fanuel 191-7, 23:1-15, 2 Sammiel 9
Prand: 1 5 ammel 19:1-7

Devotional Songe: #1617 #£272([], and #243[]

Eey Verse: “Joumathean spoke well of Darid o lus father,
Jal saying to lmm, “The kg should mot sin azanet los e
ant Daval becaunse he has not sinmed aganst you, and be-

caitze los deeds have beenof good service to your, " (1 5 armel
19:1-T;

This lessan looks 3t David and Jonathan's stary. They were
from wery different backgrounds and were not related by
blood, Inspite of thisthey developed awvery strong bond be-
tween them. Their relabonship was an example of agape
lowe,

Saul was intent an either murdering David ar having some-
one else murder him. Because David was popular with the
people, 5aul became jealous and filled with hate for David.
Jonathan did not agree with his father's treatment of David
and tried to talk with him an David's behalf: lanathan alse
warned David to be alert and kept-him in the loop about ne-
gafiaticns with his father,

Octaber 11, 2020

Lesson Tite: Love Your Enamies

Lesson Seripture; Luke 6:27-3b

Print: Luke 6:27-36

Devotional Songs: #5491, #251[}; and #243[]

Key Verse; “But | say to you that listen, Love yaur ememies,
do good ta those who hate you, bless those wha curse yau
pray forthose who abuse you® {Luke 6:27-28 .

In this lesson Jesus used everyday issues to illusirate the
differances between the world's value system and the Chris
fian's value system. His mmmand to |lave =nemies was in
contrast to the warld's view, -as the nomal response by man-
kind toward hate is not love.

As stated an page 39 the Liberoting Foith Studies forSeptem-
ber 2020 — Navember 2020, “I is just easier to love people
wiha love us, and wha treat us how we want to be trested,”
But Jesus says, “leveyour enemies.” Thiswill signify His pres
Ence in our lives

October 18, 2020

Lessan Title: Leving Yeur Neighbor

Lessan Scripture; Leyiicus 19018, 34 luke:10:25-37

Print: Lulee 10:25-37

Devotional Songs: #5054 #2528 and #243[]

Key Vermses: “"'Which of these three, do you think, was &
neighbortethe manwho fell intothe hands af the robbers®
He said, The ane whae showed him mercy.’ Jesus said o him,
‘Go and do likewise™ [Luke 10:36-37).

In this lesson Jesus extends His love lessans to indude one’s
nelghbors in His discussionwith a lewish lawwyear. The lawyer
intendedto test lesusto see if He were to decry lewish |laws
about lowe.

By queshoringlesus, the lawyer put himself in posiien for a
huge challenge, shifting ta hizway of thinking about hisbe
lief about how eternal life is inherited.

Oetober 25, 2020

Lessan Title: The Most Excellent Way

Lessan Serpture: 1 Corinthians 12:37-14:1

Print:1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Devetional Songs: #460[]; #77[1; and #243[]

Key Verse: "And now fath, hops, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is lowe” (1 Corinthians
13:13).

In this lesson the church in Corinth had sent three men to
wisit Paul in Ephesus, because of tainted conflids amongthe
members. They brought afinancial gift and a list of queshans
with them far Paul to-anseer.

Faul's answers to their questions were ontained within his
second letter to them in 1 Carinthians. The topicsin the re-
spanse included marriage, food sacrifice to idels;, and disz
greements about waorship and the resurrectan,

Seprember TID Fape 13



Duringthe monthsof Bctober and November
Church Schoal will meeton ZOGM ,

Topie: Church Scheol Teom Meetng
Time: Sundays 9am- 345am (Church Schaal
Mid-day Fellowship, Mon. -5at.11:30am

Frem a computer, tablet, ar eell phane
JoinZoam Meetng by typingthis link into your browser:
hitps:/fusl2web.zoom.us/j/462687 1127
poard =M¥ dZcxRESELPM FRCLOMcW IR 3N =03

Meeting ID:- 462 687 112
Fassward: 017 48

Fram atelephens: One tap mabile
+131762BE799 462687 1128 US (Chicagn)
+19292056099 4626871128 US (New Y ork

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US [Chicagn)
+1 8929 205 6099 US [Mew York)
Meenng ID: 462 BET 112
Password: 017 348

Membership Contact Update
5

II'E ¢

X

Church family: Hawe you moved?
Had a name change? Changed email
| address providers? Or Changed
phone numbers? If so, the church
membership administrators would
like ta knaw, so they can Update the

P,

chiurch membership roll and ontad infarmawion. fthere

have been changes to your contact infermaton, please
send correcions to;

Mrs Karol Hersey, Administrative Assistant

Email: office@stjohnhuntsville.com
Call: 256-534-3265

st. John AMEN Newsletter

Would you like to change how you receme the 5t lohn
AMEN N ewrsletier from a hardcopy to an email issue? 5end
changes to the Editor, Ms. Barbara Johnson at
bjohnsan7easmu i@ gmail.cam.

Young People’s Division
YPDers

The¥PD, underthe leadership of the
Women's Missianary Society, provides
meaningful youthtraining programs
and opportunites for leadership expe
nence in allarears af church life, by
providingtralning in Byangelism, Chris-
wanSocial Relatonsand Educat'on
programs. ThePD is designed to connect youth more fully
tothe mission of the church and inoease knowledge of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church histary and the scrip-
tures.

St Jahin AME Church
Betty E. Demrick, Women's Missianary Society
Mrs. Larraine Parham, President
YoungPeople's Division
Mrs: Deidre Walton, Directar

— e~ .\_a:__\,:_-—_\_'_.r_.'_'_,_—-_:,_-.c\.\_,_ e

135th St Johm AME Church Annersary
Commemoratie Lapel Pin
EBe one of the first members to recene s
bemoifully crafited commemoratire hpd pin

$5.00 each
Purehase from aommy

Stewrard or the 5t Johnclooch office.
AR fimdz mahmmmnzmumm.
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Church School
Eook Club

September 2020 Discussion Date: September 19, 2020

10000 AL —11:30 AW,

The Life We Bury, Eskens, Az 2014

Discussion Dete| Oaober 17, 2020
1000 AM. — 11:30
AL

iy Moame Is Toni. And | Believe in Mirpdes, Badani, Segjal,
2020.

At eight years ald, Tam Adewumi, a refuges, wan the 2019
Mew York State Chess Champlonship after playing the game
faranly ayear—and while hameless.

Taniand hisfamily #ed Boks Haram's reign of termr in Mige-
figte mmetn the United States, where they lived ina New
York City homelass shelerwhile waming to be pRntéd relk
gious asylum, Tani began attending a public slementary
scthoael and decided he wanted te jain the chess program,
but it reguired & Tee. Tani's mother reached aut o the
coach, who offared Tan a schalarship--and a yvear later the
yaungimmigrant became & chess champion

Ideal far readers . thiz sdaptaton presents campelling in-
sight imto: What it means 1o l2eave a confonable home and
moveto @ new country with nathing

What it's like 1 live in America as a hameless family

How it feels 1o bean outsider, 3 Migerian, in anew schoal
And what it means to izam a gamsa, compete, and experk
gnce the thrill af winning

Tanl's story will inspire you to belleve in the powsr of the

human spirit to tiumph over the greates sdversioes. And

hilsfamily's Faikh will inspire you te believe In miedes.
—AmaEon

Young Readers® Cafe

TammiSauer
and
Vanesza Brantley
MNesston

This lirtlz- Mary has

STYLE! I this fun take

I an Mother Gooses,

_'._-_'fashl'nn-fumrr:l MMary

helps SOITIE

of childhood’s most beloved characers go glam. Fram the kid

who lwes in a3 shoe [and dons some fab footwear, too) to

Jack, who breaks his crown but gets & great new ane, Many's
schoolfriends |ook fantasticin theirfineny,

—Amazan

Rising Above: How 11 Athletes Cver-
came Challanges in Their Youwthto
BeCome 5tads

By
GEEOry Zu ke rm=n

Discover the inspiratonal real-life
stories of supersiar athletes like
LeBran James, Stephen Curry, Tim

GREGERY I“lllllll Howard, and more!
i el B e & —AH'IEHI'I
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Clabrating Ko 56
Gl Sliwnan Ghadisrd

fMr. Herman Ballard transitoned
from labor ta rewsrd on August
27, 2020. He was barn on Maovem-
berd 1931tothe late Myrtha and
Lee Ballard in Mayaling, Alabama.

Mr. Ballard accepted Chrst at an
early age-and joined Rock Missian-
ary Baptist Church. He joined 5t.
John AME Church under the pas
“torship of the late Reversnd 5. 5.
Herefard. He served as a Steward and member of the Men's
Chair underthe |ate Reversd Dr. Homer L. McCall.

Mr, Heman Ballam

He married the love of his life, the late M argaret Stewart on
June 18, 195% and to this union were born two daughters,
Vicki and Debra.

He served hig courtry inthe U.5, Marine Corps. After leawing
the service he ariended and graduated from Wenonah Trade
School with a8 cerificate in Commercial Cooking. Mr. Ballard
perfzcted his alinary skills as Chef & Michael's Restaurant,
the Valley Hill Country Club and the Clocktower Restaurant in
Huntsville. He took a leap of faith and opened his own restau-
ramt in Decatur, Alabama,

Mr. Ballard was preceded in desth by his brothers; Lee Balk
lard Ir,, Charles Ballard and his loving wife of 54 years, Marga-
retBallard.,

Fregous memaries af Mr. Ballard will be held dose by his sis
ter, Minnie (William) French; brothers: Hayward ‘and Fred
Ballard; twa daughters: the Reverend Yicki (Daonald) M ayber-
ry and the Reverend Debra Ballard; one son, Fred [Lakisha)
Holman; five grandchildren: Bobby Rice Ir, Chrisina (M athan)
SandersHankins, Janelle Woods, Sabrina Holman -and Rihan-
na Halman; two great-grandchildren: Braslyn Rice and Zoe
Hankins; and a host of nieces and nephews.

The Reverend Maurce Wright, || was the eulogist. Others
appearing during the seryice were Presiding Elder, Dwight E.
Dillard of the Birmingham-Flarence-Tuscalessa District -and
Presiding Elder, Bruce Hunter of the South Birmingham-
Huntsville-Bessamer District,

Mr. Chades Glawver, || ar LI
i Charles a5 he was aflechionataly
krown transtioned this |ife fram
labor te reward on August 22,
2020; LiI" Charles was the oldest
son of the Reverend Chardes and
the Reverend Yanessa Glover. He

g was born April 4 1986, at Grand
" Forks Air Force Base in North Da
kota.

| pr.Chares Glwer 1

Charles, || dedicated his |ife to the Lord &t an early age and
was raised in the church by his parents. He was acavely gn-
igaged in the Yeung Peaple's Department and as a Junior
Usher at First African Methodist Episcopal Church in Manas-
sas, Wirginia.

Beirng a military family, Charles, |t experienced s very diverse
educabtonal experience. He was educated abroad and inthe
United 5tates.

He was & premiere percussionist and lewved playing the
drums at every apportunity. Withthe same commitment, he
explored and worked in telecommunications at varous loca
wons, His ulimate dream was to become an athletc shoe
ientreprengur, He was finally achieving his |fe-long dream
when the Lord called him home for a greater wark.

Charles, Il is survived by his parents, the Reverends Charles
and Wanessa Glowver; his brother Christopher Glaver; his gids
— Camille, Marianna, lulissa, and Alisya. His friends, lovanna
Finilla and Weronica Forester. Higs matemal gmandmaother,
M= Evora Farmer and Jovanna's parents, Mr. Fernands -and
Elizabeth Pinilla; A host of aunts, great aunis, undes, great
uncles, cousins, mentars, mentees, wark assodates, and his
fnends of 20 years, Thea Jones, Ir, Timothy Waltan, Gil
Gales, Kenneth Taylor, April Fatillo, Mercedss Farterson,
darad Smith and mamy others.

The Reverand Maurice Wright, |1 wasthe eulogist.
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Announcements

5t. lohn AME Chureh 5t. John ARE Bible Study
Wership Service Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.

sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be St.lohn Face Book Live Stream

viewed onthe follawing media Visit &t stjohnamehsy
platforms.

Church websitz: wenw stjohnhuntseille.com
Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”

St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy

foutulbe at 5t John AME Huntsville ar

Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SSTIOHMNHEY ar sending your offeringtothe church wia U5, Fost Office.

Sendingwia U5, Post Office; Complete the form belee, cut aleng the detted line and submit in an envelope
with yaur check.

229 Chirch Strael MW = Huntsyilie, Alaboms 358071
Bavnrersd MaLirs s WTane. 0 Peal
W B e uafe e Lo A Rl e Devehfe oy i

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

i CRmcs mar | St HUAT N
1 T

HEimg

HillpE= 0§

Fiak™ 1 [rufiidie T tiis
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
UL "y
LTy dumtmg Praert
P LD Flikeilsin Food

Cosr Armasim % TEHTRL
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Highlighting Qur Youth

WAFF Blitz Player of the Week

The high schoaol football seasan has kicked off in Madisan County. Thisyesr Arthom
Harbin is a junior and the starting quarterback at Hazel Green High School in Madie
san County. |n the seasan opener, Antheny led the team to a 22-6 win over Mae
lemison en Friday, Aupust 21, 2020, 3t Mikon Frank Stadium, On the first play of the
game, Anthany connectad with teammate Jerrmn Smith for an 81 yard touchdown

~pass. Anthony finished the game with over 200 yards passing as hewas 3 of 12 with

2 touchdown passes,

His pedfomance sarnsed him 2 namina®on for the Hallls Wright Humseille High
Sthool Player of the Week via AL.com. Anthony did nat winthefan pall vote farthe
Hollis Wright Flayer of the Week competinon. Howewver, his perfformance in the
game against Maglemison did garner himthe WAFF Blitz Player af the YWeesk Award
as announced by Carl Prather, Spors Anchorfor WAFF, Channe| 48 News. An award
will be senttothe high school forthe accomplishmeant.

Anthony Harbin iz the son af Mr & WMrs. Glenn Harbin and the brother af lessica
Harbin. He is a member of Histaric 5t. John AME Church, Huntsville where he is ac-
mvely engagedinthe Young People’s Dvisian and & leader anthedunior Usher Board
af5i. lahn,

Cangratulatons Armthomy! We're very proud of you?

WEY, MEUNEN -HIIHM Ifl'r.l.hl FaATRE

BACK T[I SCHOOL
IMPACT WEEK

ACCEPTING DONATIONS
ASKING A MINIMUM OF $25.00
OR ANY GENEROUS AMOUNT

CASH AP SSTUORNHSY
GIVELIFY
SAINT JOHN'S AME CHURCH

At sge/
GOAL
500 STUDENTS

We're on the Look Out!

We're looking for gently used
badk packs or travel

luggage.

Sister Renee Booker is colleching gently used back packs and trav-
el luggage to be donated to the First Stop homeless shelter and
the Child Protective Services Division of the Department of Hu-
man Resources. If you would like to make a donation, she would
love to have them. Contact Sister Booker at 240-645-8184 to ar
range a pick up.

Thank you in advance,
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Kids Corner

e r ™~ m, ¥ DReaSHPLAMF of
RiGal€ousness

e (G,
2T R LT

e —

Rielrble wile dRlIeR-62)

Put on the of God [Pinterest post] Pime rest.




Put on the Full Armor of God
Mystery Puzzle

ARMOR OF GOD
USE THE CODE CHART TO FIND THE MESSAGE BELCW.

| AsEen

4% 25 1le 45 42

dd 11 35 45 44 43 Il 45 12

e A TR [T ST 50O

The armeor of God [Pimterast post] Pinterest, Petreved September 2030, f om kttp//pinteest com
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ST, JOHN AME That if yvou comfess with your mouth, “fesius is Lord, Y ond believe an pour hearg
) thot God roised him from the deod, you will be soved Romaons 10:9

INDRIC
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Welcome the New Pastor!
2019-2020-A Year in Review

The Reverend Maurice Wright, Il, 5 ervant Pastor
Preaching the Word—Servingthe People

k|
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Welcome the New Pastor!
2019-2020-A Year in Review

The Peve el Maorce Wwnght, 11, Sersant Pastor
Community Ergagementamd Socal At Bt

June AFEN
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Community Engagement
Caregivers' Prayer and Respite Ministry Workshop

B. nhreon

The 5t. John AME Church, Caregiver's Prayer and Respite (CPR) Ministry partnerad with The Als-
bama Copperabive Bdtension to sponsora worishop for caregivers and others interested in ¥Will
and Estate Planning, The workshop was held via ZO0M and welcomed twenty-gight parbicipants.
The host for the warkshap was Mrs. Donna Gullatie who was the representativa far the coopera
tive extension. The puest speaker forthe event was Attarney Tinisha Glenn, founder of Glenn Law
Firrr, LLC in Birmmiin gham, Alabama.

As unpredictable asthe imes are now, it is imperative that people plan forthe unexpected. Now
isthetme for peaple to begin “taking care of one’s business, and getbing their aftairs in order”
The one assumpiion everyane operates under s, “ have aime.” | have 8me to put my affairs in

‘order. 'myaung, | don't need awill. I'min goad health, | don't nesd ta think about having a pow-

Tingha Glenn, Esq. er of attorney. | have time, The philosopher, Buddha warns, * The problem is, we think we have

Glenn law Firm LLC fme” And realitytells us, we dan't,

Artorney Glenn, introduced atwo step process, 1 plan fornow and 2. plan forafier death, She discussed the documents eve-
ryane should have in place for now aswell as for later The domentswere; 1. Durable Power af Attorney, 2. Advanced Di-
rective far Hzalth Carewhich indudes a Liwving Will and |astly, the Last Will and Testament.

The Durable Power of Attorney allows an individual 1o designate an agent/representative to ad on their behalf, The docu-
ment has a beginning date and the powers are reviewed and approved by the originator for the agent/representatve. The
Durable Power af AHomey endsupon the death of the ariginatar. The arginatorhas to inilmate the document, understand -and
edecute the docurment. When minor children are invobed, if & power of attorney does not exist, guardianship documents
must be filed.

Advance Directive for Health Care. Should apersan become in@padtated this document will represent their wishes |tis alsa
krnown asa “Lving Will.* It specities haw a persan wishesta be treated medically, A healthcare proxy is selected by the indi
vidual to ensure that the wishes are carried out, Arorney Glenn suggested asking individuals first before assigning them to
this posiion and to have &t least two others in mind in the event sameone s not willingto serve.

The Last Will and Testament is a legal document to designate where-and how one's assets should be distributed upon ane's
death.

Attorney Glenn covered the three required documents extensively, Other concernsthat were discussed induded, the probate
process; Haw the Last Will and Testament is processed afler 2 death. She also discussed bank accounts of the deceased and
howihey muld be accessed, the Code of Alabama and how it relatestotheline of accession inthe event a will does not exist
and the cost for developing a will. She gave an approximate range of cost from S400,00 up 1o 51,000.00.

Attorney Glenn's dosing remarks werethat everyane, regardless of age should, "Makes an aciion plan and get started.” f you
already have thethree documents in place, you should shll, "Review, Revisit and Revise your plan svery si¥ manths®

Attorney Glenn @n be contaded faran appointment at;
The Glenn Law Firm, LLC ST £

402 Office Park Dr.Suite 110 '1""?"1' E?LL
Mountain Brook, Alabama 35223 ‘1"’"-"-';
205-637-6115

tmglenn@glennlawfirm.org

5Ty
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AME Proud

Blar kD wred Business of the Month

HISME. GIFTe

8 Sliine, (T8 @ Flom

M= Jana Goggans, Owner and O peratar

{;ﬂ{r‘?i?f : | 3{.%“ @J,ﬂ.—ﬁﬁ_—is located in @ 100 year old

IE. Pobin Peeves,
e vork Life, agent

building =t 100 Jefferson 5t. in downtown Huntsville, 21
Home, Gt amnd Glam is a high end boutique whers
“Everything is Glam.” lana ahkways had aspiraions of be-
coming an entrepreneur and hadthoughts early on of apen-
1ing her own salon and bourgque while warking a8 day job.
1She started her boutque in a 6x10 sq. fi. space which sven-
tually led to an 810 sq. fi. space. The bouwgue had its
grand opening in 2014,

s . fana Goggars, O wner
gl Horee, Gift & GEmM

Whilethe birick and mortar store shll exists-and is growangremarkab by, lana has ventured
outto the world wideweb and taken 81 Home, Gift and Glam to an online store. Naw,
shoppers can shop fram home while “shelteringin place.” 81 Home, Gift & Glam has

LE samething far everyone from babiesto youngadults, teens, seniors, males and females.
From fashion forward athire to accessories forthe home. There are items farthe heme, as

- well asforpersonal use; scented soaps, loWions, creams, jewelry, clothes, saves, purses

andthe like. There are pmduds for men; Wes, socks, the evertrending beard wash and
beard gils. A hand-poured line af candles will be launching an Nevember 1st.

The terms pictured are just a few of the exceptional offerings at the anline boutique. ¥Yau

are encouraged 1o visit & f <D &ﬁ%i Facebook pape for addimenal mer-

chandise.
a1 ghomn, Jift & Jlom.
100 Jeffarsom 5t I, Suitel X6
Humubvalle | AT 35801

waay Bllwone giftplaom coam

.- -
ol < | =
-

- T . . =
- hngmj::fnﬂ.ﬂﬂ -

| S P L -

Ms. Robin Aeewves: Mew York Life Agent Achisvements?

A 0n June 30, 2020, New York Life Insurance Company recognized Ms. Robin Resves withthe folk

lowing awards: Career Summit Qualifier for achievingvarous produceion, educatonal, and other
result driven achvity goals, Career Summit Premier Qualifier far finishing the yearinthe numhber
12 spot out of thetap 50 gqualifying agents inthe country, Ewesutive Counsl Awmard and Caraar
Life Producer Award. These accomplishments were achigwed in six months! Currently, Ms.
Reewes is the #1 producer in Huntsville and the Tennessee Walley. She (s working diligenth 1o-
wrard receiving the 2020 Rookie af the Year Award! Congratulations Ms. Reewves. Well done! IF
you have any questions arwould like ta scheduls and appointment, Ms. Resves can be reacked

at 256-264-4293 ar at rresve s0 1Ef . newyorklife.com.
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Congregational News

Clongradelniio.!

The Northwest Annual Alabama Corfersnce, was held viaZO00M on Wednesday, September 30,
2020. Congratulations to Brother Justn York, Brather Yorkwas elected as-an fHnerate Deacon of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church and recommended for ordination. The ardinason service
willbe conducted during the Sth Episcopal District Planning Meetng on November&and 7, 2020
at5t. Joahn AME Church, Huntsville, Alabama.

Brother Justin Yo rk

1.1 :;_ ) .._ .L.
E Thank Youl 4 ‘E.. ;;:' ; Thamlk: Yo

Thamk you 51 Joln family for your sind ere exge ession
- "\ st John family, thank youfor your words of en-” r _ of suppert duxing fhe lume gaing of my brother . Your
nﬁ. couragement, prayers, calls and cards during the ) Pprayers, calls, :nrﬁ :]ﬂ.pmu:nnru'! greaihy
sz of et another sibling, Your care and concem L :

meant the world to my family and me,

With a grateful heast,

"' Sister Aosemary Wals

L,

Nl

i
T

L §
iy

~1

Thank Youl & Thank Youl
.l( To the ministenial staff, officers and members «
5t. dohn Family, thank you for your love and concem dur- 'l_;l'ﬂnﬂr_sr.hhimtﬂnrt,h thank you family! Thank y
ing the passing of my father. Kind people, just do kind ~for your prayers of heafing, calls, cards, flowers, and all
things and you family, rose to the occasion. The cinds, expressions of incere Care and CONCETN, YOUr prayers were
fiyess were a comfort to my family and me. feit and greatly apprediated. Your kindnesses will be
humbly remembered,
From a grateful family,

The Waltons, Sam 4, ‘Warmest regards,

Sl T
.L

Thank You
St. John family, thank you for your thougitfuiness during.
the loss of my father in-law. Your prayers, calls, crds and.
expressions of sympathy m pﬂuiﬂﬂhﬂt
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2020

The reviews were written by Brother Kenneth Parham

Movember 1, 2020

Lesson Title: Laving by Serving

Lessan Seripture: John 1i1-35

Print: Remans lahn 1:1-5; 34-35

Devotional Songs: $324[], #27Z[], and #2433 []

Hey Versae: "Far | have st you an example, that you alsa
should do as | have done for you” John 1115 [NRSY)

This lesson dealswith the importance af the custom of wash-
ing af feet, the reladionship between servant and master;
and what it truly means to love thy neighbor. The setbng
herein isthat Jesus gathered with the disciples priortothe
Festival af Passover. Jesus notesthat Histime is near and to
Himself remarks that the devil has devised 3 plan to: use Ju-
das |scariot to betray Him.

Jesus introduces a new concept or cemmandment via a cus
tamary prachice. Inthis text, Jesus prepares towashthe dis
ciples’ feet by removing His outer garment and wrapping a
toweel around His waist. As He goes from discipleto disciple
washing each of their feet and drying them, He comes to Pe-
ter who either is insightful ar has & problem with what is
happening. Being a custam of that fime, it was considered
normial praciice for travelers to remove their sandals ance
they reached their desinadon and to have semeoneto wash
theirfeet priorto indulging in any ather adivity. |t should be
noted that the ones parfarming the washing tasks would be
gither serwvants ar someones lesserin status. So, Peter is wise
io achnowledge that there was something incorrect about
the situaton, It should have been one of the disaples wash-
ing Jesus’ feet. lesus stops Peter and indicates that i he
[Pater) only knew; that Jesus was demonstrating how much
He lowed His disciples-and that each disaple should show this
same love to each ather and towards their neighbor. And,
by this act one will know that these discples are truly follow-
ersof Christ.

Thereisalsa a subtle message being cenveyed by lesus on-
cerning the cdeansing act. Jesus responds to Peter's request
of having Jesus wash Peter all aver by indicatnig-that there
would be no need T onz has taken a bath already
{considering the festval this should have been the case) and
that water alone will not dean an evil spirit.

Movember £, 3020

Lessan Title: Abiding Love
Lessan Seripture; lohn 15:4-17
Lessan Print: John 15:4-17

Devotional Songs: #323[]; #251[]; and #233[]

Key Verse: "Tam the vine: you are the branches, Those
whao abide in me and | inthem bear mueh fruit, becausea
apart from me you can do nathing.” lakhn 155 [NRSV]

Can one truly dascribe the love relatonship that believers
must show each ather? In this lesson, lesus uses &8 mats
phaor in anowering the quesion. Heindicates He (s the vine
and we are the branch, Those whe abide in love (the love
spirit) abides in Him Jesusis lovel . Jesus uses a metaphorto
indicate what truz lave is. He compares himself as a strang
fruit: wine and believers [His beloved) as branches en the
wine, And if they live within His guidance [His. cormmand-
mentss, they will produce much fruit. Those who do net ae
campared 1o dead branches thrown away, swaiting to he
cast inio the fire. He indicates that there is not anything
that Hewould not do for Hisfallmerers i they live within His
laving spirit; just a5 the Father loves and is pleased with Je-
susg, lesus leves His follewers just as much. Te show just
bow much, lesus states, " No ong has preaster love than
thiz, to lay down one's life for a fiend.” This we know
through historythat He paid the ulwmate price for sursing

Nevember 15 2020

Lesson Title: Canfident Love

Lessan Seapture: 1 lohn 3:11-24; 2 Jobhn 4111 2 John 5:8
Lesson Print: 1Jeohn 3:11-24 (NRSV]

Devotional Songs: #221[]; #258]) and #243[]

Key Verse: Allwhe abay his coemmandments abide m him,
2nd he sbides intham., And by this we inew that he abides
inus, by the spirit that hehas given us. 1 lahn 3124

This lesson reminds us that ewil has persisted from the be-
ginning of ime. Ewvil was amund when God placed Adam in
the garden of Eden and herein, paintsto: another example of
Cain killing his brother. The lesson text indicates that Cain
cammitted murder because his own deeds were evil and
those of Abel were righteous. The apostle lohn indicates
that one should not- be amazed that the warld hates those
who abides in lowe, He points out that those who abide in
love, will not experience eternal death but will have eternal
life.

dohn alse indicates that as lesus laid down His [ife far athers,
they should be willingto do the same for ane another. He
posesthe queshon as to how does God's love abide in any-
ongwho hasthe warld's wealh, sees his brotherar sister In
need-and refuses to help. His answer isto show |love not by

words but by deeds. And if the works are done from the
AL iRl A At
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2020

4 vl ey o e )

heart, believers will have baldness before God and God will
grant whatever is askad. Finally, John indicates that while
fulfilling the needz or serwing one’'s bBrothers and sisters,
those can stand corfident that by serving one another
through achion they have demonstrated that lesus’ lowve
abides inthem and their [ave abides in Him.

Movembar 22, 2020

Lessan Title: Sharing Love

Lesson Seripture; Acts 4:32 -5(11

Lesson Printi Acts 4:32-5:11

Devational Songs: #364[]; #77[]; and #2483

Key Versa: MNow the whole group of thass who believed
were of ane heart and saul, and no onz elaimed private
awnership of any possessions. but everything they owned
was held in commen, Acts $:32 [NRSY)

This lesson presents the story of Ananias and how he and his
wife met Gad's judgement for being urfaithful. The setbingis
a community af like beljevers of heart and soul. Byenthough
they may have owned houses ar land, they all daimed noath-
ingand willinghy sold property to ensure ne one in theircam-
munity were in need. This is hew the cammunity fulfilled
God's commandment of being sach other's keeper and lov-
ingane another.

Upon being wisit=d by Peter and Jahn, the community sald
property ahd placed the proceeds at the fest of Peter
Ananias, being part of this community, likewise sold property
and instead of placing all of the procesds at the fest of Peter,
only placed a pormon &t Peter's feet. Peter Immediately
called out Ananias and asked about the effering. Ananias
acknowledged what he had done  Peter responded by say-
ing how could he have contrived to do such wickedness be-
cause e was not holding back frem the disciples but from
God. And God's judgement was just as swift, Ananias Tall
down and died. And unbshnewnst to the fate of Ananias,
Ananias’'s wife came to visit Peter and Peter asked her about
the offering given by her husband, She alse admitied that
her husband wwithheld a poriion. Peter responded by asking
fow she and her husband were bald enough totest God, and
che also fell dead.

Movember 29, 3030

Lesson Title: Impartial Love

Lessan Scrpture; James 2

Lesson Print: James 111-13

Devetienzl Songs: #25[: #77[]; and #243[]

Key Verse: Has not God chesen the pooar in the world to be
rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that He has
promised te these who love Him? James I'5 (MRSV]

In each person there is an enwvious spirit of discernment.
Each person has at imes cetered to ang ever another based
on an assessment (whether thie assessmant i hassd an so-
cial status, rFacial status, econamic status ar physical sfrib-
utesj Feople tend to ufilized this spirit whean they wish to
be part of 2 parncular group or are putbng someone down
far not mesfng the standards of & parmoular secal or ece-
namictrat. Apostie lames provides an example whars two
individuals come into one's presence. One individual will be
well dressed aned the othar poorly dressed. The person wall
say ta the well-dressed individual to "sit here” or “may wa
seat your” To the poorly dressed individual it will be said,
Yeo stand aver there” or “sit at our feet” Apostie James
indicates that & that moment they have made a judgement
against beth indwiduals,

Apostle James hints that people dismissthe poor and cater
1o the rich, even though it isthe rich who would not hesitate
intaking the poarie court, He indicstes that God has che
senthe poorto be rich infaith and to inherit the kingdam.

And finally, Apostle lames indicates that if people are parial
toone anotherinstead of leving one another, they have bro-
ken ane of Gad's commandments. They may think that this
5in 18 less important than ane of the majar ten ommand-
ments but sin is sin-and they will be, without mercy, and
harshly judged.
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Kids' Corner

The True Vine

I am thewving: you ar2 the branchss. Ifa man remams 0oz and | n b, he
will zear mach fruil; apart from me you can do rcothing." John 185 (NI

The purzie s based orn Jorn 15:1-8
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WORDS GARCDEMNER RZSMAIN BEAR GLARY
CLEAM PRUNES THECWHN VINE TRUE
FRUIT BRANCH FIRE WITHERE BURMNED

Copyright & Sermongd ids, Inc. « &1 Righis Resacvsd » wahs sermonsdids, com

The True Vime [Pinterest post] Pinte mst, Peire ved October 2030, from kit p:/ pinte rest.oom
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Duringthe monthsof Bctober and November
Church Schoal will meeton ZOGM ,

Topie: Church Scheol Teom Meetng
Time: Sundays 9am- 345am (Church Schaal
Mid-day Fellowship, Mon. -5at.11:30am

Frem a computer, tablet, ar eell phane

JoinZoam Meetng by typingthis link into your browser:
hitpsyfusl2web zoom.us/j /4626871127

pwd =WV fZcXRESEZPIM FRCLOM cWLiRINXZ=09

Meeting ID:- 462 687 112
Fassward: 017 48

Fram atelephens: One tap mabile
+131762BE799 462687 1128 US (Chicagn)
+19292056099 4626871128 US (New Y ork

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US [Chicagn)
+1 8929 205 6099 US [Mew York)
Meenng ID: 462 BET 112
Password: 017 348

Membership Contact Update

3’ |
- ‘ . Church family: Hawe you moved?
|II _'i Had a name change? Changed email

\ g | address providers? Or Changed
"L_E [ phone numbers? If so, the church
membership administrators would

like ta knaw, so they can Update the

chiurch membership roll and ontad infarmawion. fthere
have been changes to your contact infermaton, please

send correcions to;

Mrs Karol Hersey, Administrative Assistant

Email: office@stjohnhuntsville.com
Call: 256-534-3265

st. John AMEN Newsletter

Would you like to change how you receme the 5t lohn
AMEN N ewrsletier from a hardcopy to an email issue? 5end
changes to the Editor, Ms. Barbara Johnson at
bjohnsan7easmu i@ gmail.cam.

Young People’s Division
YPDers

The YPD Pledge

= | pledge my willing and unfiring service

- to all efforts of the Young People’s and

Children's Diwision to aid the nesdy

and suffering people, regardless of

race, coloror creed. | further pledge to

take the Bible as my guide, to aid my church, and to sttend

meshngs regularly. In all these tasks | seek the Savior's
Euidance,

5t Jehn AME Church
Berty E. Darmrich, Wamen's Missionary 5o ciety
Mrs. Larraine Parham, President
YoungPeople's Divisian
Mrs. Deidre Waltan, Directar

i i T T r_.'_'_,—-__. ——

135th St Johm AME Church Annersary
Commemoratie Lapel Pin
EBe one of the first members to recene s
bemoifully crafited commemoratire hpd pin

2 for $5.00
Purchaze from amy

Stavard or the 56 Johnclooch offce.
Al fimds dansbed to the VISION 2020 Building Fumd.

Detober I I Pape 1D




& BOOK usi—
| 3 '4" fﬂ'-'
el L5

Church School
Eook Club

Oerober 2020 Discussion Date; Ocwmber 17, 2020

10:00 AML — 11:30 AL,

fdy Name Is Tani And [ Belies in Mirodes;, Badani, Sejal,
2020.

Mewvember 2020 Ciiscussicn Date! Mowembear 21, 2020

10:00 AL —11:30 AL,

The Ternwk of Other Sy, The Epic Sony of Anencas s Graar
Sfipranan, \Wilkerson, |sabel, 20171,

Im this epic, beaunfully written masterwork, Pulitzer Prize—
winning author [sabel Willkersan chronicles ane of the great
untold storles of American histery: the decades-lang migrae
won of Black ciizens who fled the Sauth for narthern and
western citres in search ofa berter |ife. From 1915 ta 1970,
this exodus of almost st milllan people changed the face of
America, Wilkerson interviewed mare than a thousand peo-
ple,and geined accessto previously untapped data and offi-
cigl recards, to write this definitive and vividly dramatc ac
count af how these American journeys unfolded, altering
Gurcies, aur country; and aursehes.

With sturning detail, Wilkeson tells this story through the
Inves-of three unigue individuals |da Mae Gladney, who in
1537 lefi sharecropping and prejudice in Mississippi far Chi-
ca3go, where she achieved guiet blue-collar success and, In
old age, voted for Barack O bamawhen hieranfor an lllinais
state senate seat, sharp and gquick-tempered George Star
ling, whe in 1345 fled Florida for Harlem, where he-endan-
gered his job fighting for awvil rights, s his family fall, and
finally found peace in God; and Robert Foster, who left Lauk
gianza In 1953 to pursue medicine, becomingthe persanal
physidan to Ray Charles as part of & glineringly successful
career that allowed himto purchase agrand home where he
aften threws eduberant paries.

The Warmth of OtherSuns isa hald, mmarkable work, 2 54
perh accaunt of-an “unrecopnized immigraton® within our
own land. Threugh the hreadth of its narrawve, the beauty
af the wrimng, the depth of its research, and the fullness af
the people and lives portrayed herein, this baok s destined
to become a dassico—Amazan

Young Readers® Cafe

E The Steam Chazers
BACFRS The Boundless
b s A iR 3t Blackprint
: By
Dir. Doresa A Jennings

Shar, Terrence, Ebany,
Akiya, Marcus, and
Chase are hack and
this- time  they are
headed on a class irip
ta. Washington, DCI
The friemds are eager
te begin their adwven-
ture: deking Into the
histary of the Unied
States and how new
“higtory” conmnues to
be created today.
What betier way to learn-than by explaring the architectural
landscapes that make up affes, examining statues that cam-
memarate the hemeas of the past, and expeneancing the mu-
seums that lay bare the unique, complicated, and freshings
stary of Black Americans fram the fermasion of the ountry 1o
the present. In pgoing beyond the facades that delight the
senses, the STEAN Chasersuncover a mystery that changes
ewerything about the: way they see the: warld

o

A, DOVKESA A

Who said history was boring? Terrence leads the way asthe
STEAM Chasers race against wmea to reveal the Blackprint af
the United States, Discovering how African Ameri@n archi-
tects designers, builders, ciwil ‘engineers, and surveyors
helped to create what we know as America will be fun, bt
that doesn't mean this victory won't come at & prce. Clochs,
rocks, and cornerstones, Washington, DE will never bz the
same! —Amazan

Araleyel: i -12 Grode Les]| 4 -0

This #tle is bosk 3 of 3 by Dr. lennings. This fitle will be re-
leased in February 2021 The sthertwo bapks are available
now an Amazon inprintand on Kindle

Oectober I Pape 11




“Cledensing he L85 of
The Flaverend Sirace_§ Fihard, _f.

The Reverend Horace . Fitchard, Ir.’s Final Re port

The Rewverend Horace I Fitchard, Jrotransiioned fram laborio reward on Saturday, Sep-
ternber 26, 2020. The homegoing celebratian was held at his hoame church, 5t lohn
AME. The Reversnd Dr. Karnie Smith, his boyhood frignd and brother in the ministry
read the Mew Testament Scripture. His brother Mr. Earl Fitchard gave a very mowing
iribute: The sermonic music was provided by a duet by Pastor Fitchard's brother, Mr.
Ervinand Mre, Courtney Fitchard. The service was closed with an inspiretional prayer by
his niece, Ms. Sharon Fitchard-Daniels.

The Reverend Maurice Wright, | preached the eulogy farthe hamegoing service far the
Fewverend Harace 1. Fitchard, Ir. using the-analogy of the final report given at the AME
Annual Conference. Scripture reference was 2 Timethy &:7-8, a very familiar scripture
giwen by Faul, ¥l have fought the good fight. | have finished the race

The scripture is asking three guestions, Did you fight a good fight? Did you keep the
faith? Did youtinish the race? Well, onSeptember 26, 2020, Pastor Fitchard answered
the @ll to give his final report. Three quesaons are asked of every pastor. Number of
Conversions—1. Number aof Accessions—1. Report semething about yaur ministry, His report consisted of his commitment
as a great family man, life-mach to young men befare the word was atrend, a mentarta many and a beloved pastar to sew-
en cangregafionsthrough outthe districd. Whenthefinal assignments were given out, Pastor Fitchard had finished his race
towhich he had bezn called.

The peveremd Homce 1 Filchard, Ir.

Pastor Fitchard was a san of 5t. John AME Church. He grews upwith his siblings and friends at 229 Church 5treet. He was the
grandson of “Mother Louise Watts, knawn affectionately as “Mama Lulu® and the son of Mrs. Sally Fitchard.

Reverend Fitchard confessed hope in-Christ at an early age and joined 5t. John AM.E. Chidrch, He was @ member of the
youth choir, and served on both the youth and senier usher boards. He taught-Sunday School and wasthe president of the
YoungPeople's Division (YPD). He accepted his call to ministry under the Rewerend Or. Hamer L, McCall,

He aftended Calvary Hill Elementary and Middle School, later graduating from Lee High Schoaol in 1974 He attended Ala-
bama A&RM University majoring in Sodal Woark, While working at the Boys Club, Horace created the Toastmaster's Club
wihich introduced and taught yaung people the skills of public speaking. He mentared mamy young men who have gane an
to pursue successful careers. Horace impaded the Ives'of numearous young peaple through his interaceons withthem as-a
coach farthe freshman baskethall t2am at Lee High School and the Boys Club of Huntswille. He was alss an acive member of
the Pride af Lincoln #2817 Masanic Temple.

The Reverend Haraee . Fitchard, Ir. was preceded indeath by his parents, Horace Fitchard, Sr. and Sally Maes Fitchard, his
wife Millie Fitchard and brothers, Harry, Larry, Jimmy and Ray Anthony Fitchard.

He |eaves to cherish his memorigs, his daughter, Metha Michelle Petty and grandsans, Delansl Petty and Harace 1 Fitchard,
Il af Huntsville, Alabama. His great granddaughter, Cavani Deanae Fletcher af Huntsville, Alabama; His sans, 5antana and
Trawis Petty alsa of Huntsville; sisters Dorothy Fitchard 0'Quin, Huntsville and Doris Espy of Chattanooga, Tennesses; broth-
ers, Ervin (Courtney) Fitchard, Earl (Deetral Fitchard, Tany Sorina) Fitchard, Jonathan Fitchard all of Hurtsville, Alabama;
Harace (Annette] of Rossville, Geargia. Lavingmemaries will also be chershed by a host of uncles, aunts, god brothers, god-
children, nieces, nephews, and other relatives-and friends. His life wasa blessingto mamy. To God bethe glary.
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Announcements

5t. lohn AME Chureh 5t. John ARE Bible Study
Wership Service Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the Wednesday 12 noon and 6:00 p.m.

sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be St.lohn Face Book Live Stream

viewed onthe follawing media Visit &t stjohnamehsy
platforms.

Church websitz: wenw stjohnhuntseille.com
Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”

St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy

foutulbe at 5t John AME Huntsville ar

Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SSTIOHMNHEY ar sending your offeringtothe church wia U5, Fost Office.

Sendingwia U5, Post Office; Complete the form belee, cut aleng the detted line and submit in an envelope
with yaur check.

229 Chirch Strael MW = Huntsyilie, Alaboms 358071
Bavnrersd MaLirs s WTane. 0 Peal
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Highlighting Cur Youth

mom and walk with my dad. Duringthe pandemic, I've enjoyed spending a
lot mare ame with my dad since he's net traveling as much. Kelson is the

son of Mro& Mrs. Marous & Angela Hill. Kelson has asister, Martinee.

Absentee Ballot

Myth: Absentee ballots are counted
last.

Truth: Absentee ballots will begin be-
ing counted at 7:00am on Tuesday,
November 3, 2020,

| recently celebrated my 12th birthday. | am a 6th grader at Hampton Cowve
Middlz Schaal. This semester, | am atiending Huntswville ¥Wirtual Academy,
My favorite subjectis Math. My least favarte subject is English. Although |
didn't want to be in band, | am surpnsingly enjoyingit. 1t isthe only class
-:H""' that | physically atiend. | am learningto play the Ao Sa<ophone. The best
' part of wirtuzllearning is not havingto go to the building all day. ¥ orst part
of wirtual learning are the technical challenges and not seeing my friends.
When not in school or doing homewar, | like playing video games, my fa
Juurite ane right now is Minecafl. To stay adave | play tewo-sguare with my

Y

Kelsan J. Hill

Track Your Absentee Ballot

i
Track your Ballot at

Mbinfo.alabamavotes.cov

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

EARLY

\ DETECTION

& SAVES
LIVES

ST, JOHN AME e GRS

NI45RRE Codvas

WUALT SEICE

Sy The e Sy The Pece

_
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WETERAINS DAY

=

HOMNORING ALL WHO SERWVED

5t. John AME Church Military Ministry

Thest, John Military Ministry was established in 2013 by Col, (Ret.) Felicia Carterand the Reverend [Ret.) Robert B, Here
ford, a¥eteran, under the pastoral leadership of the Reverend Or. Patrick Qayborn. The ministry received additonal approw-
al from the Reverend Maunce Wright, | upon hisamivalin 2016,

Mission Statement - To prowvide resources, and partnerships based on the belisf that faith makes a difference in the [ves of
thosewho have answered the callto serve their nation and Inve with the special condim’ons and stressesof miltary life,
whether onthe frant ings arenthe home frant,

Furpose:The Military Ministry teams with the Pastar, church leadership, chaplaing and other ministries to pravide resources
that current, farmer military members, and theirfamilies can access during tough Times,

Tap L-R: Mr, Wesley Daniels, Mrs. Angella Daniels, the Reverend Robarta Moloy, Mr, Cliftlon Miller, Mrs.
GlendaSconiers, Mr. Sam Walton, Mr. Hodges Washingtan, Mr. Bill Williams, the Reverend Charles Glaver,
Botlom L-R:Dr. Arthur Walker, Cal. [Ret.) James Heyvward, the Reverend Dr. James Johnson, Presiding Elder
(Ret) Oliver Allen, LTC, {Ret) Felicia Carter, President of The Military Ministry, the Reverend (Ret.) Rabert
Herefard, Mr, Carver Myland, the late Mr.Aamon Freemanand Mr. Syhester Daniels.

October IED Pape I8



NVWETERANS DAY

HOMNORIMG ALL WHO SERWED

Top L-A: Br. Arthur Yalker, Mr. Larsavery, Mr, Robert Wilson, Mr. Ray Sconiers,
Mr. David Norwood, the Reverend [Ret) Derwood Wilsan, Mr. Rickey M cGraw.
Botiom L-R: Mr. Danain Washington, Mr. Carl Lewis, Cal. (Ret) James Heyward,

the Reverend Charles Glowver, Mr, Cleaphos Haygood, Mrs. Katrisa Nomerood, and
Mr.lonathan 5coft

S5t Johnm AME Clanch
Verane ansd Fanaly Memwb ars with the Beverend Mawrice Wrght, IT
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

U pooming Events

October 13N ovember 2, 2000, Voter Vespars vio 5t fohn's Focs Book Live Poge 5:00pm EST., nightiy
October 26, 2020......... Church Conference (Virtual]

Movembar 6-7, 2020, . Sth Episcapal District Planning Mesting at 56 fohn AME, Huntswnile, Alobama
December3, 2020 ... Izt Quorteriy Canference (Virtual]

ST, JOHN AME

INDRIC
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St Jonn African Methodist Episcopal Church Huntsvilie, Alabama
Volume 25 Issue 11 November 2020

Gve thanks to the Lord,

_' for He 1s.good; His love endures forever.
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St. John AME Church Promotes Voting through

Nightly Voter Vesper Services
B. whnson

Vesperas defined by Vocaublary.com is an evening sang. |t also refersto evening prayers, and
then itis usually plural as vespers. Whether it is achurch sendice ora jazz band at sunset, it ls
inthe evening it is avesper.And so it wasfar5t. Joahn AME Church and the wirtual community
when it journeyed into a Voter Wesper prior to the Movernber 3, 2020 eleciion. The Reversnd
Maurice Wright, (I'5emwart Pastor of 5t. John AME Church organized and called the community
toa Voter Wesper. Fortwo straight weeks at 6:00 pm. and sometimes 700 pm;, individuals from
acrossthe naWon were invited to discuss the criical issue of vating,

Inwited interviewees included community arganizers, church leaders, bishops, eleded officials,
persons from the judidal system, college and university presidents. Pastor Wright servad asthe
facilitator for the discussion asking five pertinent guestions of each guest or panel. The ques
HOns were:

1 Why do you vote?

2. Inregard to low voter tum-out, what can you say to sameone whae says, their vete does not
rmaterand they don't planto votewithout “vote shaming” them?

3. Notersuppression and voter inmidation are real. What are your feelings on both?

4 Young people feel thiat their voicesare not being heard and they are not being represented.
Howe do we change the demographics of elected offidals to represent younger candidates?
Y‘IS. Mamy young millennials mobilzed during the summer months in the Black Lves M atter

: Mevement. How canthat mamentum be moved from the streststathe polls?
b. Lastly, what can you say to miobvate a personwhois onthe fence to get out and vote?

=

<= grandparents ance they became of age to register and vote, to the 15" Amendment guarantee
- ingthe nght to vete, ta an individual's voice s heard through theirvots, to recalling the names,
memaorigs and legaces of personswho had given their very lives far the rghtio vete. Once be-
caming eligible every individual had avery valid reason that they voted and had voted far many
yEars.

Eweryone was aware of the problem of “low woter tum-out” in previous elecions and how this
could possibly affect the outcame of this president'al election. All the interviewses stressed how
pamicularly imporant this eleciion would be and how they were commitied to deing any and
evemything to motivate and persuade people to pet out and vaote.

The oanstant news cyde has mnfnued to infoarm the public af absentee drop bmes helng

closed, the lack of sufficdent poll workers, some polling places were closed, the threat of per-

sons from one party showing upin milwa-like gear in aim to ingfmidate and scare vaters. Vater

suppression and Imimidation are real. All the gussts agreed that to motvate and sncourage

pthers to vote, they would have te remind people af the importance of their voie and having

e s e e their voice heard. Ifthe votewere notthat important why would people or parties be working
; i | sofiercelyto keepthe vate fram being submitied.

Fastor Wright felt itimportantto indudethe voices ef young adults inthe discussion onwotng. |t has bean seen in past elec-

fions where mamy young people just did not vote. The young people on the panel spoke empha@cally on the ssue stafing
that somewmes they felt that theirvete was being taken for granted without any EprRsentation atthe “table” While their

A e bvieerd vl i
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St. John AME Church Promotes Voting through

Nightly Voter Vesper Services

B. mhason
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votes are being courted and solicited, many Wmes they are never included inthe
dedsions being made. They recognized that the “wait your turn mentality” turns;
them off. The elders an the panzl and online acknow!|ed ged thisfact and all were in |
agreement thatyoungpeople should be broaught into the decision-making process,

because it will be the millennialswhe will camry the torch forward, The elders alsa
agreed that yaung people should have a seat at the table and if one is not sawved

forthem,thenyoung people should igurawvely “bringtheir own*

Just asmillennials used technologyto maobilze marches inthe street, arganizations
should harness that talent, those skills, to engage young people. Young people are |
adept in the use of Farebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tic Tok and ether infarmational
platforms to rally the supporters and disseminate infarmaton. This is how young:
peaple cantransform and mawve the messagz ofvoter engagement forward,

The campaign slagans and the final responses to motvate everyone to vote wera
very dear; Because ourvery Inves depend an it; because people died forthe right to
wote; to heanear John Lewis; because George Floyd, Breanna Taylar, Sandra Bland,
Tamir Rice, Michael Brown, Traywan Marlin and sa many.others will nat have that
chance to vote-¥We vote for them.

Pastor Wright, summed the Yoter Vesper up emphatcally on Sunday, Navember 1,
2020, two days beforethe elecion, In his semnon, “k's Time te Yote,” He persua-
sively stated, "We wvote because of the three B perspective; We have a Right to
vote. It is our Responsibility to vete and |lasthy, we have a Reason to vote.

e ..l ..‘.IF-EI'I' |:;:||-;|i-||.|
SO U -

Wote r Ve g 100250 2000

Ik kEaod vouth Panel
L-ETap
RFevemend Sa moelGresn,
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St John AME Civic Action Supperting Removal of Confederate Monument

Brrthe r Bob by dkirs |

Az a challenging 2020 mowves closer to its sunset and lesves an the treesturn from summer green to all colors af the fall,
cammunity activism remains a central theme for members of the 5t. John AME Church family.

Threughout 2020, 5t. Jahn AME members have achively participated in help-
ing ta shape the narratve surounding the removal of the Confederate
Manument from owiside the County Courthouse in Huntsville, AL. Afier a @
summer of heightened protests, the 115-year-old Confederate manument,
which had been the subject of inspired and passionate objecions to its ex-
istence, was removed from outside the county courthouse gt 1:00 am in the
maming on October 23, 2020. Al praizes be to God for providing the
strength toa sa many who logged endless hours on couthouse grounds
segkingthemonument's remaowval,

“I'm speechless literally speechless. 1t's an amazing #me for our culture §
and foar people of all colors, I'm sxcited that I'm able 1o watch this ewent

happen during this ¥me,* said 5t. John's First Lady, the Reverend loretha  Protestors gatheroutside the Madso nCounty
Wright. Couart hose in Humsyille, AL

As protests natanally gained momemum followingthe murder of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis Police, 5t. John
members were engaged locally in support of both Black Lives Matler iniwatives and as part of confifiued protests sup-
pofing removal af legacy confedermte menuments and symbols from locl, state, and federal gavernment properties.

Madison County CommissionerJesHenry Malone, in a statement to APMNews, said the county finally acted after a state com-
missign created in 2017 to protect historic monuments failed to respond in & imely way to the commission’s request ta
remove the memarial. Malene stated “We know that government can be bureaucra®c st mes and ofien slower than what
we would prefer, but we had no desire to violste our osths of office to appease publicsemtiment,"” Malonestated.

| For 5t. Jahn members, the batie was well warth the ame, eflor,
and resaurces. In an interview with local Huntsville television sta-
won WARY-TV, the Reverend Maurice Wright, 1l, said, "It's just a
good fime. People are relaked, they're chesnng. [t's just a nice fael-
ing with everything that has been gring on and all the tension and
division. It's just nice that something like this, that's aused so
rmuch chaos, is actually bringing people together.”

The monument has since been relocated to the Maple Hill Ceme-
tery which houses the remains ef Confederate soldizrs,

Confederate statee beirg re moved 311500 3 m inthe

mamirg of October 23, 2020,
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Community Engagement
Barbara ohmson

Dedication of the William Hooper Couneill Memarial Park

The William Hooper Coundll High School Alumni &ssocision honored its founder, Dr. William
Hooper Councill on Dctober 26, with the dedicaton of @ community park. The siie af the park In
downtown Huntsville was one of several sites af the high school. Founded in 1267 inthe basement
of Lakeside Methodist Episcapal Church en Jefferson Street, the school was moved to a frame
bullding on this site in 1232, The first diplomas were gramed in 1912, A brick structure replaced
the arginal building in 1927, The school was built for the purpose of educating Afrien American
students living in Huntsville. This was well before the integration of the schools in 1960. Councill
High5choaol closed due to integration, graduafing s last cassin 1966, The school eventually came
underthe autharity af the Huntswille City School System. It was used for several years as a center
or. Willem Hooper councit| |Tor special needs students and then dosed permanently around 1385, The school soon became

1849 - 1508 uninhabitable and was scheduled for demaoliion, The associgmon wanted to maintain the building
a5 a mussum, but the damage was too extensive. They worked dilipently with city officials to plan
the park, to honorthe founder ofthe schooel, Or. William Hooper Council and leave alasanglegacy forthe comrmunity,

The dedication af the William Hoeper Councill Memorial Park salidiied Dr, Cauncill’s impact an the Huntsville communiy. Cr.
Councill wasthe founder of Williani Hooper Coundll High 5 choolin 1267, Alabamia Agricuttural and Mechanical University in
1875, and 5t. John African M ethodist Episcopal Church in 1885, A historical marker stands on each site as atestament to Or,

Councill s tenacity and foritude in making a diflerence inthe Iives of African Americans in the Huntsville-M adison County
comimunity and beyand.

Ribbon Cutting for the
William Hooper Councll Memorial Park

L. tov B, Dor, Arelrew Hugime, I, Pesdent of Aebama agriul
tural & Mechanial Uniersity, Fimt Lady, ME. shbiegail
Hegire, BT, Willam Bzll, 5t. Jobhn memberare Pepct Manag-
er withthe City of Hamtsville, Me. Barkam Jo hrson, Editor, St
John AMEM and the Reverem Maome Wrght, |, Servant Pes-
tor, of Hetancal St ohn A ME Churh.

L. 1o B The Reverend Maunce Wnght, I, Dr. 2ndrew Hugine, Jr.,
Courcilman [t PERar Showes, The Hopoab e Mayor, Tome
my Battle, ME, Brerla C hunn, PEsdent, wWilliam Hoope rCoon-
cill&lumnidsseciation, the Fevemnd Randy ke lly, Pastar,
labeside United Methodist Chur hamd the HoborR bl Devyn
Feith, PrsHent, Huntsville C ity Cour il,
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AME Proud

Blar kD wred Business of the Month

Gullatte Coanstruction Campany, Ine.

Gullarie’s Roofing was first established in 1996 based on supply and demand of guality
services within a growing community of Huntswille and Madisan County. |n the last 24
years the company has grown to Gullatie's Construchon Inc. serving the north Alabama
and southern Tennessee areas, providing guality services in mofing, painang siding,
seamless gutters, drywall installation ar repairs, carpentry, room additions and new con-
struction far residental or cammercial industrizs. Gullatie Canstruclion Company is com-
mitled to quality and professional service,

Some of GCI's notable customers ever the last 24 years include Huntsville Housing Au-
thorty where GCl completed over 842,000 square feet of mofing Installation for Butlar
| Terrace, Searcy Homes, Sparkman Homes, Lincaln Park and L R Pation Apariment com-
plexes within sik months duraiion. The company continued to serve the community in
giving back of professional construchon services partnering with the Oty of Huntsville
Deferred Maintenance Hoame Repair Pragram for sewveral years. GC| caminues to be a
| community service partner with Progressive Union MB Church and Grady M adison AW -E
" Church, providing roofing-and interior construction repairs an multple projects. Some of

Imembers on commiunity service projects, GCl has been honored te serde cauntless meam-

e biers astheir chosan contractor far 3 wverity of construction contracts. And tothat, we say

FRMILY LEFE CEWTER tHyamkyay

Brograssive WUrian

‘ LU D L [ 1. iarl Gullatte is married to Mrs. Donna Jones Gullatie and they are the proud parents

I of Mariah and loslah Gullatte. Mr. Gullatte and his family are members af 5t. John AME
Church.

Gulate CorEtnktionat work

Congratulations Dr. Darrell Ezell !

The HudsanAlpha Insatute for Biotechnology announcedthat Damell Ezell, Ph. D., will join the Insa-
tute asthe Directar of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion,

Or. Ezellis a Huntswille na@ve and brings more than ten years of experence designing and imple
memung interoultural communication programs and diversity and inclusion strategies to HudsonAk
pha He previoushy served as VWice President for Academic Afiairs and Dean at Claremant Lincaln Unik
wersity and as-aVisting Professor in Internafional Studies at Louisiana State U niversity.

Dr. Darell Ezell, Ph. D.

Or. Ezell earned kis PhD in Religion and Imternawonal Affairsfrom The Unkersity of Birmingham in
Birmingham, England, his MA in Systermatic Thealopy and Ethics from Union Theological Seminary
and BA in Psychalogy from Alabama A%M University, As Directar of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Dr. Ezell will supparn the
Institute’s eflorts to better engape with the public, diversify the warkforce and create a more inclusive workplace that
meets the needs ef employees and communifies,

Or. Ezellis a life-lang member of 5t dohn AME Church and is the san af Mrs. Matte Ezell,
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Highlighting Our Youth

AME Proud

Wayto Ga Michael Clark!

Congratulatons ta Mr Michael

Clark for winning-a S500.00 schol-
Earshlp during  the  Annu-
' ali@FamiliesFarCancer Prewven-

fionl nited ¥irtual Canference,

Michael is a Senior &t Madison
Academy High School. He enjoys
playing basketball and wideo
games. Computer Science courses are his favorite subjecs.
His future aspiradmon is to study ComputerScience with a
concentrafion in Yideo Game Design. Michae! will be pur-
suing that goal inthe fallof 2021 when he aflends lackson-
wille State U niversity, where he hasalready been accepted.

Michael is @ member of 5t. Jahn AME Church shere he is
achve in the ¥YPD and serves faithfully on the Juniar Usher
Bmard.

Michaels' parents are Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark.

Cangratulations DOr. Tonya Pemry

The Coalitton for Justice through Che-
ic Engagement (CICE was birthed to
fill the need for a cemral coardi
nating mechanism through which
faith communities, Greek-Lleter, ci-
ic and s=rvice organizafions, social
jElubs, businesses, inswtutions of
higher learning and other enties
central te the Black community af
Greater Humtswille, could poal their
|Eﬂ|:rts in realizing meaningful socal
change.

br. Tomya Parmy,
Calion for hetice
Thr ugh Civic
Ergage me
(CICE]

CICE worked with the Cwic Engagement Team of Alabama
ABRM Unmversity, to ensure that 75-80% of eligible students,

nat ank registered ta vote, but also voted absenter before ar
an Election Day.

Congratulatons Or. Perry on your successful cormmunity inita
tiveto increasethe vater tum-out of AAMU students.

AME Proud

Congratulations Col.[Ret.) James O. Heyward!

| Col.{Ret.) James O. Heyward was the focus of Spotiight an Our Elders inthe November B,
| 2020 issue of The Valzy Weekly. This s a reprint of the-arfide which appeared inthe issue

A natve of Surmter, 5.C, James O, Heyward, 5., was a career Army officerwho renred from
active service in 198 3withthe rank of Colenel. Col. {Ret.) Heyward served in key command
and sigfl posigons in the United States and oversess, amassing a diverse background of ex-
tensive experience in planning, management and pperafions to include training, logisacs,
resource management, counseling and inveshgatve work. His |ast military -assignment was
Professor of Military Science at Alabama ARM University (AAMU). Since his reirement, he
held the pasition of Directar of Admissions at AAMLU from 1984 to 1997, Inthis posian, he
was responsible for directing and coordinating the University's recruitment effort and administenng the amdemic scholar-
ship program. He farmulated, recommended and implemented recruitment and admissions policies—all crucial te a stable
enrollment of quality students. During his work in higher education, he held key posiions in the Associstion of Collegiate
Registrars and Admission Officers onthe state and nadional levels, and was affiliated with other professional educstors or-
ganizations. Some of Col, (Ret)) Heyward's significant past military assignmentswere Commander, U.5. Army Training and
Docrine Command Figld Element, Fart Monroe, Yirginia; and Deputy Commander, U5, Army Military Community, Baum-
halder, Germany, to name a few. Heyward holds a BS. degreeframSouth Carolina 5tate University and an M.A. from 5 hip-
pensburgState University. He and his wife [Willie M2z Thempson— Heyward) have two sons.
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The Service of Ordination and The Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Service of Ordimation and TheSacrament of Holy Communion

1
s | * )
T

St el ARLEL Ei e
a1 Y TN SN TRLLE ]

The Right Reve rermd Harry L. Seawright,
Presiding FeEte, sthEpistopal BEtrict, AMEC

Brother stin York

Brot kerJiustin York

The Service of Ordinatan and The Sacrament ef Holy Cammunion was held
on Saturday, Nawvember 7, 2020, duringthe MNinth Episcapal District's Plar-
ning Mestng The Right Reverand Harry L. Seswright, Bishop of the 9th Epis
copal District was in charge of the service. As the seven candidates knelt at
the altar, Bishop Seawright proceeded with the Order of Ordination. The

Rewverend Maurice ¥Wright, || stood in suppor of Brother lustain Yark as he
made hiscommitment to serve.

Brother istinvork receiing hi official robe fromthe
Rewerem Maurge Wright, ||, S2rant Pastor
St dohn AME Chueh.

Fobirg of The Revemend Justin Yo rk

e ve mbsr 2000 Fape @




The Service of Ordination and The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Robing and o diration
completed for
The pevemrm hstin York

by

The Peverem Maorie Wrght, IL

The Ordination S=rvice E completed fortbe Beve rend Justin Yo He B corg@tubted by (L-B) the Peverend Maorce Wright, 0,
Presding Eder Bruce W._Hunter ofthe South Birming b m- Huntsy ille-Besse mer District and
The Right Bewve rend Harey L Seawrght, Presiding Prelate, Sth Epscopal Distrct, AMEC.

And He saidtothem, "Go into all the world and preach the gospal to-all creaton.” Mark 16:15

The Sarvice of Ordiration and The Sacament of Holy Communicen may b re- pleyed on the 91 District African Method ist EpEcapl
Fare Book Pape, Novermber? , 2020, The ordimtionse rvice bepirs at time marker 1230
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Congregational News

Happy 20th Birthday, Mr.James Jamar!

Brather Jameslamar celebrated his 90th bithday on Sunday, Nevember 15, 2020
A Huntswville natiwe, Mr. Jamar has been a long ime member of 5t lohn AME
Church. He: enthusiastically recalled that he joined 5t. lohn African Methodist
Episcapal Church in 1945, He has been a memberof the church for 75 vears! He s
the oldest male memberofthe church. Brother Jamar sang in the cheir and wasa
prolific musician, having masterad the clarinet and the saiaphone.

The worship service was a service of praise in song and music. Pastor Wright
knowing Brother lamar's love of music ministered to Brother lamar andthe can-
gregefion in hymns of praise. BrotherJamar was moved by the thoughtidlness of
Pastar Wright's tribute on his 30th birthday,

Happy B0th Birthday, Deaconess Charlsie Brooks!

Deaconess Charlsie Brooks celebrated her 80th bithday with style and
fanfare. Mr, 8 Mrs. Everetie and Angie Brooks, Deaconess Brooks' son
and daughter-in-law, treated herto anunespeded “Dnve-by” Binthday

- Bash! As she set on her “throne” in her drivesway, she was greeted with

¥ car horns, honking and cheers from all those who drove by, She was
celebrated by her 5t: John church members, sorority members, neigh-
bors, members from the 50-Flus Auxiliary and many other friends and
s acquaintances.

| Deaconess Brooks has been a member of St. lohn far over fifty years.

She has served faithfully through many organizations and entaes of the
Deatoness CharkEe Bmoolks church. 5he has been a choir member, a5tewardess, worked with the
Foaod Ministry, is a member af the Agnes Cooper Women's Missianary
Society, a member of the Caregivers, Pray and Respite Ministry, is an the AMEN MNewsletter staft and atiends Church
School every Sunday. She stays busy and continues ta serve with campassion in the church and inthe mmmunity, Happy
Birthday, Deacaness Brookst

Thank You
The family of the iate, Reverend Horace §, Rtchard, Ir, would like _ _
to express oursincere gratitude to the st sohn Family for @i the { LTl e nrode Mswel Lo
expressions of sympathy shown during the passing of ouwr be- S L e, ﬂ:nl::lml : Eﬂme
loved brother, The prayers, calls, text messages and cards were ! o }
= appredated and were a comfort to s Mr. & Mrs, Ricardo & Taylor Love

YUNI B promeiul heary, Proud Grandparents are

[ i el Echard and | M. & Mrs, Randy & Rickshell Love
ster Daarothy Fitchard O Cuin
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Church School Lesson Cverview — November 2020

The reviews were written by Brother Willie Sandifer and
Dr. Thalia Lowve-Brawn

Decamber 6, 2020

Lessan Title: Called ta be Her

Lessan Seripture; Matihew 1:1-17; Hebrewss 1

Brint: Matihew 1:1-6, 16-17

Devotianal Songs: #221], # 27 2[], and #118]]

Key Verse! “Inthess last days [God] had spoken to the peo-
ple about his%on, whaom he appointed heir of all things, and
through wham also he madethe universe” [Hebrews 1:3).

In thislesson we see that Matthew shared Jesus’ human her-
itage with hisreaders. The king pramised to bless all nabons
God's faithfulness is the majortheme and places lesus asthe
final step in the fulillmem of His old and new covenant
promises, This is in tontrast to Hebrews, where the author
focused on Jesus’ diving herntage. Jesus was honored by the
Fatherwhen Hetinished hisearthly ministny,

December 13, 2020

Lessan Title: Called to be Immanusal

Lesson Seripture; Matthew 1-18-25

Print: Matihew 1:18-25

Devotional Songs: #106[1; §251[]; and §112[]

Key Verse: “Joseph son of Dawvid, do not be afraid to take
Mary hame as yourwife, because what is conceied in heris
fram the Holy Spirit. 5he will give birth to-ason, and you are
to giwve himthe name lesus, because he will seve his people
fram theirsins.” (M atthew 1206-21).

The focusinthis lessan is on Joseph of Nazareth, yes that (s
right, Joseph, He stead aut in two ways: first, Joseph was a
descendant of King David and a member of lsrael's royval line-
ape. David wasthought to be the ancestar of the caming
messiah who would reign owver Ismel on David’s restared
thrane. Second, Joseph’s sacial standing in Nazarsth was
nothing special. As an adult, lesus was often referred to as
being"the @mmpenter's son”,

Becember 20, 2020

Lesson Title: Called to Warship

Lessan Seripture; Matihew 2:7-15

Print: Matihew 2:1-2, 7-15

Devotional Songs: #116[} #116]; and #120[]

Key Verse: “0On comingtothe house, they sawthe child with
hismother Mary, and they bowed down and woershiped him.
Thenthey apened theirtreasures and presented him with
pifts of gald, frankincenss-and myreh® (W atthew 2211,

Inthis |esson, the wise menworshiped the newborn King
Thewise men traveled from faraway lands, signifyinglesus’
ability totranscend distances and distracionsthat divide us.
Jesus narrowsthe geps-and brings healing to the discard
caused by cultural, racial, and religious differences. Belisvers
must guard against the tempiadon to let those-around them
create mistrust Rther than unity.

December 27, 2020

Lesson Title: Revaaled Love

Lessan Scapture: Matthew 3

Print: M atthew 3:1-12

Devetional Songs: #121]:#77[ and #122[]

KEey Verse: “Thisis he who was spoken afthrough the
prophet |saiah: "A vaoice af ane calling in the wilderness,
'Frepare thewsay forthe Lord, make straight paths for
him® (Matthew 373,

Important projects require-adequate preparation. lohn the
Baptist isthe voice in thewilderness callingfor God's people
to preparethemselkes—coome from their spiritual wilder-
nesses—by repentng of their sins. In arderto bring the rec-
onciliaion menfi@ned in last week's lessan, lahnthe Baphst
reminded the peoplethat repentance and forgiveness allow
belisversta live out their ministries and, when [wed out, @n
encourage othersto seeka life of riphteousness. The desire
to e right is in preparamon fara futdre, and is mehvated
by alove for Godinretum far Hisunmndional love. Beliew
ers fallmw Christ bemmuse of this love.

Af

WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM

FARTTREW 2o -1
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Kids' Corner

BiblaWise

The Wise Men

The wise mens journey Matthew 3:7-11 (ASV)
Use the key to complete the verses befow about the three wise men

BE C H

x DOOODEON T%fjr

E N O F Q R 5 T U vV W

B

..-—-..‘_.__,.-W

! Then Hered privily called the Wise-men, and leamed of them exactly what tima the

__ appeared. 0. And he nenl tham 1o Bathleham, and said, Co and seangh oul

way: and lo, the siar, which they saw in the wani before them, dll it came and

[NAIYETT

siood gover whete tho FOung chald waai. | ). And whan they saw the siar, l.'l.'l.v|=-"!|II zu]ml:&d writh axcead

inggreat __ . 1Ll.Andthey came inte the house and saw the young child with

Mary his mother; and they fell down and worshipped him: and opening their treasures they offerod

unto bkim v Bold and frankincemie and myrrh 12

—  EE——— —

And boeing warmad of

a WP ML

___ in adream that they aheald not retiorn 1o Herod, they departed into their own

country anothor way

Copyright © 2014, BibleWise. Al Rights Resatved. Acthvity By Ratheyn Wano

The WEe Men|Pintemst post] Pinte est. Petrieved Movember 2020, from hitpy/ pinte rest.com
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Interfaith Pet Care and Chaplaincy, LLC
The Peverrd Joretha Wright, M.Di ., Pet Pastor

IntersectingSpintual Humanity and Animals

“My amazing Doberman has helped me foous an the peaceful energy that has akways sur-
rounded me; peis bring peace, petsare peace.”

As a compassionate ardained faith leader, | am passionate about interfaith chaplainoy re-
spectfully serving pets and their families from diverse spiritual beliefs and prachices. Having
Iost animals myself Itruly understand how valuable it has beenformeto gain a special emo-
tional and spiritual-awareness abeut beings that reside inthe space given ta all breathinglife.
| also recognized the inter-connededness pain brings when challenged with making end of
life dedsions forthe love of our pets. My journey has conoetely embedded the truism that
nothing inthis life is superior-above the magnituds of creawon. We share the world with the
lewing atmoesphere and the physicality of plant and animal. And, because we are not alane, |
have challenged myselfto love maore of myself through the intentional awareness that our
| petsare morethan fetch soldiers; they are loving, emotwonal beings,

The Pet Fastar |
. : Uitmately, | have resoled that the elevaton af relatonal spirituality that intersects humani-

ty with animals has increased my wisdom and advocacy forthe support, care and intentonal fostering of gentle service to
the whaole animal and the care takers that oversee their safety and wellness.

“I am your Pet Pastar,and it is my call to serve humanity, stretch my belief system as a respeder of life; serve with heart,
lowe and soul.”
SERVICES OFFERED

bereavement support individual and Group: on-ling, telephone or in persan

Reiki spiritual healing and meditaton

new pet screeningand selaciion

namingand blessing ceremonies

public speakingand community animal advo cacy

petwellness coaching
CHAPLAIM SERVICES

officiating/ coordinating pet funerals and memaorial services
euthanasia and end of |ife praver and support

OUTREACH
LOVE LEASH.. ..o Collet and provide collars and leashes for hormeless persans with pets.

PAW DREAMS is-a program that will support homeless families livingin shelters with petssothat shelters can-allow families
to keeptheirpetswiththem asthey seekto become self-sufficiznt...

MORE HEART:financial gramtsto support disabled persons of color seeking to gain a service pet.

MEMORIAL BRACELET KUMBUKL., ..kumbuku meansto remember. The memarial bracelets designed wath yaur pet in mind,
Each bracelet iz hand designed by a youth working with Interfaith Pet Care-and Chaplaincy. Donations support autreach pro-
gramming. Please subimit your bracelet request and donationsto rta@interfaithpet.com

Ifinterested in supporiing the cause, contact us: Rew. Rita Wright, M.Diw., Pet Pastor email: ritai@interfaithpet.com
p: {256 2R9-3343
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Curingthe monthsof Movember and Deceambear
Church Schoal will meeton ZOGM ,

Topie: Church Scheol Teom Meetng
Time:Sundays 8:45am - 9:45am {Church School
Mid-day Fellowship, Mon. - 5at.11:30am

Frem a computer, tablet, ar eell phane

JoinZoam Meetng by typingthis link into your browser:
hitpsyfusl2web zoom.us/j /4626871127

pwd =WV fZcXRESEZPIM FRCLOM cWLiRINXZ=09

Meeting ID:- 462 687 112
Fassward: 017 48

Fram atelephens: One tap mabile
+131762BE799 462687 1128 US (Chicagn)
+19292056099 4626871128 US (New Y ork

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US [Chicagn)
+1 8929 205 6099 US [Mew York)
Meenng ID: 462 BET 112
Password: 017 348

Membership Contact Update
=
LA T _
- ‘ . Church family: Hawe you moved?
|II _'i Had a name change? Changed email
i I

| | address providers? Or Changed
" E [ phone numbers? If so, the church
membership administrators would

like ta knaw, so they can Update the
chiurch membership roll and ontad infarmawion. fthere
have been changes to your contact infermaton, please
send correcions to;

Mrs Karol Hersey, Administrative Assistant

Email: office@stjohnhuntsville.com
Call: 256-534-3265

st. John AMEN Newsletter

Would you like to change how you receme the 5t lohn
AMEN N ewrsletier from a hardcopy to an email issue? 5end
changes to the Editor, Ms. Barbara Johnson at
bjohnsan7easmu i@ gmail.cam.

Young People’s Division
YPDers

“Growing, Glowing and
Going for Christ”

MaotherSunbeams (2-6 yearsald)
Allen Stars (7-12 yearsoid)
Youth Auxiliary (13-17 years old)
¥YoungAdults {1B-26 years old)

St John AME Church
Betty E Demick, Women's Missionary Society
Mrs. Larraing Parham, President
YoungPeople's Divisian
Mrs. Deidre Walton, Directar

i i T T r_.'_'_,—-__. ——

135th St Johm AME Church Annersary
Commemoratie Lapel Pin
EBe one of the first members to recene s
bemoifully crafited commemoratire hpd pin

2 for $5.00
Purchaze from amy

Stavard or the 56 Johnclooch offce.
Al fimds dansbed to the VISION 2020 Building Fumd.
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g BOOK - ¢
¥ O g

Church School
Eook Club

Movember 2020 Dizeussion Date: MNowember 21, 2020

10:00 AL —11:30 AN

The Warmth of Cther Suns The Epic Story of Americo's
Greqat Migration, Wilkerson, lsabel, 20711,

December 2020 Dhseussion Date; Decomber 19, 3030

10:00 AN, —11:30 AN,

Forgotten Boxes, Willis, Badki, 2016

Mamed sole heirta her aunt’s estate, Charty Gannon amives

inthe Mortheast Kingdem af ¥ermoent, hopingte find & link
te her past. S5he is not loaking for |lest freasures; she is
searching fora connecion ta the aunt she barely Knewa.

What she finds is a thirty-something-year-old mystery and
guestions with no answers, A sad, secluded matage, all but
hidden amid the vines. A man's suit of clothes, tainted with
dried blaod and 3 bullet hole  Four forgotien boxes, stufied
into & large bag and buried in the:farcomers of the shed.

These-are not just any boxes Thase arz unopened, undeln-
gred boxes, lefi behind by the now-defund Kingdom Parcel.
Al four -boxesaremarked March 14, 18984 the very day her
uncle, president and driver far the delwery service, was said
te have commited suicide. Four forgoften boxes whoss
owners might stll be out there, walng fora delivery that
neverarnved.

The undelivered boses haunt- Charity, tugging at her con
sdence. Hadn't samieanz nowced them missing? Had not
amyone wondered about the failed delwery? Thinking it
might be funte surprisethe-recipients after all these years,
Charity sets out to deliyer the packages to Their rightful own-
ETE,

The story behind one box is delightiul. Another is heart-
breaking. —Amazan

Young Readers® Cafe

Great Things Happen
When Girs
Dream

A collaboration led by
Regina Sunshins
Rabinson
Featuring
MEs Joy M Kens e Wrght
Joy McKenzie Wright

Great Things Happen When
Girls: Oream |5 3 mllecton af
short stories wiritien by girlsg
apes b years to 16 years ald;

Miss Joy M dlemzie Wright has
launched her wriing @reer
with 2 shart-stary of her owm
enmtled, “I'm a Dream Girl"
Miss Wright explores the na-
ture of dreams and espedally

{ those: of young girls and how
dreams can ceflect the aut-
come of their destny. Shealso
speculates on how her everyday day dreaming hopefully will
imipact herfuture endeavars.

“I'm a Dream Girl" |5 just ane of many fascinawng shart sto-
ries in-Book 2 of The Awesome Girl Book Seriss,

Books may be-purchased direcly from M iss Wright by visiting
herwebpage; www. sharsjoyegivehugs.mm

“If you don’t see the bookyou want onthe shelf, writz it.”
Bewerly Cleary, An Amercan Writer
authoref The Ramona5Series
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Announcements

5t. lohn AME Chureh
Wership Service

St John AME Bible Stuchy
Live Streaming

Live Streaming
Conwversad onal Bible Study

Un#l worship returns te the 6:00 p.m. each YWednesday.
sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m.
warship service may be
viewed onthe follawing media

platforms.

St.John Face Book Live Stream
Visit &t stjohnamehsy

Church websitz: wenw stjohnhuntseille.com
Click on "Yiew Liwvestream”

St.lohn Face Book Page: stjohnamehsy

foutulbe at 5t John AME Huntsville ar

Vimeo at 5t. lahn AME

5t. John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntswille, Alabarma 35301

Tithesand offerings may be submitted tothe church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SSTIOHMNHEY ar sending your offeringtothe church wia U5, Fost Office.

Sendingwia U5, Post Office; Complete the form belee, cut aleng the detted line and submit in an envelope
with yaur check.

229 Chirch Strael MW = Huntsyilie, Alaboms 358071
Bavnrersd MaLirs s WTane. 0 Peal
W B e uafe e Lo A Rl e Devehfe oy i

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

i CRmcs mar | St HUAT N
1 T

HEimg

HillpE= 0§

Fiak™ 1 [rufiidie T tiis
1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks -
UL "y
LTy dumtmg Praert
P LD Flikeilsin Food

Cosr Armasim % TEHTRL
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aAdyent is the seasan of preparing farthe coming efthe
MMessiah that facuses on the themes of hope, peace, joy

J i and leve. 5t Jahn menmbers have written devotionals on
j l \ ‘ } F \]' gach of these themes. Please prayerfully meditate an
- -~ these as you prepare to celebrate the coming of the

- : e .

MMessiah, The wrters are Or. Thalia Love (Hope), Brother

Justin ¥York [Peace), Sister Karmen Lattimare (loy), and
Sister Lillie Rivers { Love)

HOPE

That first advent, the shepherds and |mly peasan s wait-

ed expactanth, as did the kingon the throne. There was

a hope and an expectation. Medern culturz semetimes
seesthis hope as an unrealistic optimism; howesver, thisHOPE g ahape inthe promises of God.

Our HOFE is balieving in and waiting for while fully trustingand edpecting fulfillment of God's promiszs, This hope s In the
promise of help from on high. This hope isthe promise of power from on high. This hepe |s in the promise of life eternal, Gur
lopein Jesus is not just a hope in the baby in the manger, it is hope in the plan-for redemption set farth to anchor usto our
fath inthe promises efthe Father.

Sometimesthe very ac of walting 15 difficult for us, We are disappointed bacause our timing 15 not obsarved, We are anxious
bemuse we see the obstacles as ton great. We fesl weak dunngthe battles. That isthe beauty af the Chrissmas stary. Behind
all of the glitter and tinsel, shopping, present giwving and hustle and bustle, 3 baby was bornto bring hope far help, powear and
wvictoryto awarld that had lost its way

Isaiah encouragas his people withthe good newsthat the Lord God will healthe brakenbearied and proclaim freedom to the
captives. The glary of the Lord will be revealzd and “he will ke mlled Wanderful Counzselar, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
and Prince of Peace.” {Isaizh 61;1-3 and 9:2-7) This good news isthe foundation of our faith. Weembrace the binth from =2
wirgin, @ lifewithout sin, @ death that atones, and a esurrection that redeems. Thus, our hope is in all that His life promizses.

While we leve the preparation forand celsbration of the bith of surSavior, let us neverforget that he is coming again, and He
has told usta be prepared. Our HOPE in this advent season is not |ust in the present or the immediatz future. Our bope |50
the Advent—coming—arrval —of the Messiah. Durhopeisinthe promise that He will come again. We must never lose sight of
this promise. Let aurlivesreflect a monfident expeciation of this promize a5 we walk inthe hope of this promise.

PEACE

“Gloryta God Inthe highest heayen, and on earth peacetothose onwhom his favar rests™”
Luke 2;8-14 NIV

The shepherds witnessed the angzls praising God priorto the birth of lesus, They were afraid while in their presence. After re
ceiving the news of Jesus' pendingbirth, they wanted to witness this momeantous ocoazion and tell the story. The message from
the angels: “God gramts peace to those He favors.” What does this mean to you? We do not have to be afraid when the
unespected happensin our lives. YWe do not have to wonder why. We do not have ta wait in anticipation forthe sutceme as if
God will not - protect, provide, or prepare, We have seen Him do itway toe often to doubt. When we focus on the issues of aur
wiorld and allmer them to consume our pesce, we legve no mom far the joy God's love brings to our lives: We do not have to
fear, wonder, oranticipate. We know we have the victory through Jesus. Rest in that peace_Trust God's promises; they never
fail. During thisadvent seasaon—thisseason of expectancy —exped the peace of God to comfort, strengthen; and keep you.

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your mindsin Christ Jesus.”
Philippians &7 NI¥
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“That night there werme shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding thelr flachs of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lo
appearzd among them, and the radiance of the Llord's glery surrounded them, They wers temified, but the ang=l rassurezd
them. 'Don't be sfraid” ke said. ' bring you good newsthat will bring great oy to all people. The Saviar—yes, the Meazsiah,
the Lord—has been barn today in Bethlehem, the ciy of David?"" {Luke 1:8-11)

Thathird @mndle of Advent represents Joy? Durng this time of the year we are supposadio be happy, chesrful, and celebrate
the coming afthe Messial As Christians it s pereeived that we all have great joy inspie of allthe things that life brings. lay
can be a bit blind to the real werdd. Same are experiencing the fight of their lives, sthers may be dealing with sadness and/or
despair. But even az much as thosethings plagues ug, we cannot escape the ladghter, the song, the dance and the joys of life, 11
ginthose very dark imoments where joy is born. Just likethe birnh of Jesus, it mmes unsdpected and it s found while holding
ontothe faith and trust we have inthe Lord, It is said that “Jey isthe affirmation of the things that aretruer than any trouble
and any affliction,” but joy is the affirmation that Love prevails over all

Ciuring this haliday seasan cast all yaur cares avay and foous o the reasan for the szason. In Lulke 1:8-11 it tells af the night
that lesus was bam. Peaple allaround wers afrald, they were dnsure of what was 1o come but.an ange! from on high came. 1o
reassure them ta net be afraid, not ta werry, do not despair! He was there to spread the good news to.the peoplethat the
MMessiah, aur Saviar has been born!5a rejoice; shout, dance and be filed with JOY far our Lord has coamea, Whatever wea face,
joy Isthetruest thing and this isnot the end. May yaur joy averflos this hollday seazon.

LOVE

Love is more than & deep affaction for or attachment or devotion to someane, or the exprassion of this. Love comes from
God; so true love brings you closerto God, 1 John &;7-8 (NLT) says, “dearfriend, let us continue to love one another, for love
comes from God. Anyone who loves is achild of God and knows Goed. But amyane who doss not lave dees nat know Gad for
God s |ove.”

True love makes grest sacnfices It does axtraardinary things. It poesout of fs comfort zene or sacnfices things important To it
just to show itz love. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his anly begottenSon, that whosoever believeth in him should
not-perish, but have everiasting life” Uakn 3216 (KIV)) True leve s not based onwords ar by pocritical deeds, but:it'is based
an truthful acions:1 John 3:18 (HCSE) says;: “Little children, we must not love with words or speech, but with truth and ac-
tion Love loves gven those wha do not love it True love does good things svento thoseswho hate it. Jesus said, “But, | say
unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good ta them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you.” [Luke 5:27-28 [KN)

bove will stand the test oftime. “Love is patient, love is kind, lave dogs not envy, i5 not baastful, iz not mnceited, dogs nat act
impraperhy, is not seffish, Is not proveked, and dogs not keep arecord of wang. Love finds ne oy in unright eousness but re-
joices in the truth, It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all thirngs; Love never ends” 1 Corinthians
13:4-Ba

The greatest command in the Law, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind
.Love yourneighbor as yoursalf,” Matthew 32:37-39 (HISH).

During this Advent S sason spread the love of God evernwhere. Do not forget the greatest wasthe gift of Lava Uesus Christ),

Reprinted from the December 2018 issue of the St Jolhn AMEN.
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The MNew St. lohn AME Church!

Lok for add tom | mrd2ings inthe Booary 2021 ssue of The 5t ohne AMEN,
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

113 Church Street .5 Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PaID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E- il - offe= @ Timhn e dlle oom
e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop

The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

ST, JOHN AME thot God roised him from the deod, pou will be soved Romans 10:9

That if yauw confess with your mouth, “fesus & Lord, "and belisve in pour hegrt

INDRIC
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Merry Christimas

Dear Family,

| greet you inthe joy of the Advent Season. A ges-ago, the angel ef the Lord teld Joseph, "Sheshall bring forth a son, and
thaou shalt @l his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins” (M atthew 1:21), The message of sakanon
that the angel proclaimed to Joseph isthe same message of salvalon that we must prodaim today, lesus has come to
savethe people. What 3 gloreustruth to praclaimthis Chrstmas season!

Thewyear, 2020 has been a challenging one as we all have tried to make sense of recent events. The Global Fandemic, a
tumutususelecton oycle, and econamic hardships are just-a few of ourcancerns. Nevertheless, eveninthe midst of se
much unrest and turmalil, we @n 5@l leokto the premise afJesus. Hispramise coanfinues to reassurs us that we are nev-
er alone. Az a church family we have had to adjust te sharing many moments via our digital platforms which isa bless
ing. The wirtual platforms allow usto stay connected while we are apart. | encourage you taremain diligent inyour safe-
ity prachces by remaining home unlessyoud must go out, If that s the case, please wear vour facial masks and most of all
keap @ reasanable distance from sthers. In consultation with the officars, we feel it is necessary that we cominue Waor-
chip, Bible Study and all meetngs wirtually asthe church office is aperating with very limited in-persean interacion.

Thereis much sxcitement about what God is doing at 5t. Jehn. We remain commitied to the callto serve our congregs
#ion and the people of Huntsville: Far many years this congregation has beena light of hope for this dty and cammunity
and aswe move forward, it is.my prayer that our light will continue to shine even brighter. Thank you for your personal
commitment and faithfulness in your giving as we ensurs the work of ministry confinues to be our foous.

Finally, knmes that Reverend Rita and | are extremely apprecighive faryour thoughts, cards and most af all your prayers
foraurfamily. We are priviegedto serve such a wonderful congregstion and we look foreard with great anticipation to

the opportunifies to po even higher inour service. You remain in our constant prayers.

Feace & Blessings,

Pastor Wright
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A GRIEF REC OVERY SET

Sunday, January 10, 2021

5:30-6:30 pm Drat

Reverend Chante’ EImore Knotts

() 200m
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Healing Hearts

A Ministry to Support Those Experiencing Loss
Or. Earetie ores

ST. JOHN AME

ey TS Ve Saran 76 Feonne

Pralse be to the God and Fatier of ouwr Lovd Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the Sod of
all conefort, who comforts us b all our troubles, so that we e conafort those b any trouble with
the comdfort we purselves have recebved from God.

2 Cortnthians 1:3-4

Mission SEtement

The mission af the Heoling Heorts Ministryisto provide faith-based education, counseling and spirtual supportto members of

5t. Jlohn AME and thelr leved aneswhao are chranically ar terminally ill, grieving and ar experencing a personal lass such as
divarce,

Owernisw

In March of 2013, a meeting of members of the church was heldwith Supervisor Sherita Moon Seawright to discuss the idea
of inimating a ministry that would be responsive to @ broad spectrum of grief and loss and the accampanyvingoriiczl nesds ex-
pernsnced by members of 51. John AME and their loved anes. Thus, the idea af The Heabng Hearts ministry was introduced.
Heoling H=oris is a8 ministry that is responsive tothe copgregation's need for spiritual support related to loss in ite various
forms—to include antcipated events such as the transion of aterminally ill family member or unantcipated events such as
the sudden death af a family membervia an suio acddent or heart attack. In addifion to ministeringto the hersaved, Hzaing
Heorts is also desipned to affer spiritual suppart to congregantswhe are grieving awide rangs of personal losses—-such as di
varce, financial devastation, major careertransions and signiicant changes in health status.

In executing its mission, Healing Hearts will conduct achvines associated with a dual focus:

(1) Acute Grief Suppart and (2 Prolonged GriefSuppart.

Acute Grief Suppart
Upon being aleried of a death, Healing Heaorts dispatches a m@re team to meet with the bereaved, provide spiritual and psy-

chinsodal suppart and assess needs. Related scute support achvities incdude home visits, hospital visits, prayer, scriptural sup-
part and guidance and support regarding final arran ge ments.

L T i e e L
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Healing Hearts

A Ministry to Support Those Experiencing Loss
or. Eanetts lomes

A1l vardd dpadl oAt e 5

Prolonged Grief Support

In additon to the provision of Acute Grief Support, Healing Hearte also offers
ongoing support to congregants strugglingto cope with intermediate and lang
ierm reachons to |loss, Prolonged grief support is provided through a monthhy
support group and guarterdy seminars related to various tapics related to grief
and lass.

Through offering @ manthly psychoeducational support group and quart erly sem-
inars facilitated by experts in'the arena of grief and loss, paracipants will have
the opportunity to:

(1) Share their personal loss experiencesin the safety of a loving and ac-

Cepiing envimnment;

(2 Conned with.others whao are expenencing grief and loss;

|3 Accessa mutually suppartive netwark of caring;

{4 Learn about'the meaning of loss and the various forms it takes;

(5 Learn about common griefreachons;

(6] Identify the need for supplemental help inthe grieving process;

(7} Accessreferrals to external resources to support in the healingprocess; and

(8 Implerment strategies far caping, healing and restoration

Ministry Veluntesrs

The Healing Heorts Ministry welcomes volunteers who are willing to contribute their ime, energy-and spiritual gifts of 2n-
couragement, understanding and compassion to support those who are copingwith loss in its warigus forms. The Heoling
Hearts Ministry s designed to respand to the fundamental needs of thosewho are grieving. Members af the Healing Hearts
MinEtry will parform a8 number of supportive mles, to include visiting and praying with those who are grieving; providing a
listening ear and Biblically-based insight regarding the promise of healing and restaraWon; and conveying hope, encourage-
memnt and joy.

If you are interested in supportingthe Healing Hearts Ministry, please see Steward Jeanefta Janes, Chair, Co-Chairs Or. To-
nya Pemy, Trustee Bridget Floyd and 5teward Pamela Whitehead, or Steward Abbiegall Hugine, Chair of Congregational
Care, Other members ofthe mordinaing commitiee {listed alphabetically): Steward Bobby Adkins, Steward Samuel Waltan,
ar Pastar M aurice Wright:

Healing Hearts FAinistry fe mbe s

L toR. The Fevermnd Maune Wright, I, 5ervant Pas-

| tar, Dr. eanette Jones, Clairperson, the Peve rend
Sherita Moo nSeawright, M5, sbbiegail Hugine, CRair
of Corgregatonal Care, Trastee, Dr. Bridpst Floyd, the
Peveremd hetin vork Stewamr FRrel white head, and
Co-Clair, Or, Tama Permy,
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AME Froud!

Blck Oamed Business of 1he Manth

Chire's Little World Childcare Program

Mrs. Claire Philadelphia has been in business as aprivate childcare provider for 28 years:
Children from the age of & weeks to 7 years old have called Claire's Litlle World home far
years, While at Claire's, children enjoy a nutritious breakfast, lunch and svening meal,
and develapmentally appropriate play, Mrs. Philadelphia usesthe Eady Start Curriculum
to teach reading and math skills. Besides academics, M rs.: Claire stresses pood manners,
proper etiquetie, moralsfor life, independence, and sef-confidence. Farents speak high-
by of the program affered by Caire's Litile YWorld. Herdaycare isin high demand by those
who know her standards of edcellznce: When asked how many children she's nurtured
Mrs. Chie Philde phia, owner and eared far, she replys, "l have cared fer hundreds of kids over 28 years. And not anly

chire’s Little wordd ¢ hidcae hewe | cared for one child in-a family, but also their siblings. At ane point | had @red for

Cinire’s Litin Wond Homa Childram
Pragam

~ =
X -
DR LicrnnmbBC PR Cortified ﬁ

. 256-536-3425 |

Congratulations!

The Nawonal Assodation far Family
Child Care [MAFCO recently awarded
the country's top honor for high-quality
family child cere programs to Rickshel
Lowe operatar of Love's Daycare. NAFCC
accreditabion is a3 rigorous guality im-
| provement system that uses a set of

over 300 standards 1o recognize high-

mrs. RickskelLlove, | quality child care programs operating in
Dwner, Love'’s Daycare (the residence of the child care profes
sional. In Alabama, almost 11 percent of

licensed family child care progrems have-achieved this moogni-
ton; considerably higher than the bwo percent natiormwide

aveErage,

"| chose'to become re-accredited as an ongaing commitment
to profeéssionalism and my children's success. My maotta is
daycare of love and leaming” and | pride myself onjust that.

Mrs. Rickshel Love is married to Mr. Randy Love. Bath hawe
been lengtime members af5t John AME Church, Huntsville.

sevven generaiionsin one famik.” Her motio has always been to trest the children in her

care as if they were her
owrn. Her home is their

‘Yhome away from home.

1 ’ M rs. Philadelphia is mar-

" ried to Mr. Mclean Phila-

| s  Oelphia. Both are long

- tme members of 5t lahn
AME Church.

[ Childcare is My Ministry

| Mrs. Tammy Jahnsan Is the su-
pernising director of Visions of
|Learning Acadery. K is a year-
round childcare facility serving
lchildren 6 weeks to 12 years
gld. The academy is licensed to
serye Up ta 108 children. Stu-
dents & weehksta 18 months are
engaged daily in educafonal
learning achiviies usingthe Frog
Street  Curriculum. The Tera
West Program isthe curriculum
used with students 18 months to 5 years ald. Children are
provided a hardy breakfast, a welkbalanced lunch and
twa nutritous snacks. Developmental play, instrudion in
earfy technology skills, music, art, and appropriate sodalr
zation skills are encouraged. Mrs. Johnsan is charged with
supervision of 3 stafl of seven employvees and the day te
day management of the academy.

bArs. Ta rry dohnson,
Dires tar, Visiors of
Leamirg Acade

Mrs. Johnson is mamied to Mr. Banald Jahnsan. Both are
members oafst. John AME Church.
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Congregational News

Lawyers of Distinction Welcomes
Martha Lynn Sherrod, Retired District Judge

The Lawyers of Disancwon is pleased to announce that Retired District Judge Martha Lynn Sherrod of
Huntsvillg, Alabama has been certlied as-a distinguished member of our erganzation. The Lawyers
af Distinchian is recopnized asthe fastest greving community af dishnguished lavwyersinthe United
States. Members are accepted based upon objective evaluaton of an atiorney’s qualiicetians, 1

cense, reputabon, experience, and disciplinary history,
The Homora bk Judpe F R g ¥ M
(Pet) ;
fiartha Lynn S be mod Congratulations!

" ‘; _-.}hﬂﬂﬂHﬂﬂwﬂﬁﬂﬂqﬁlnﬂnndﬂﬂnnui"Enmﬂ!hwﬂmhnﬂ

‘:ﬂ What could be more spedal, than having the enfire congrege
—"H:‘_'_ won turn out for a “drive-by* birthday celebrafion on your
birthday! It was the Reversnd Dernvood Wilson's birthday and
gvan during a pandemic the 5t. Jahn Family was not gaing 1o
, allow him to spend the day alone. Beeryone came abiding by

dthe CDC protocols of wearing a mask, gloves, and social distanc-
| ingto share in thisspecial accasion,

| ~ The allswent out-and the celsbration was onl Carg lined up at
The Rewverend Maurice Wright, I | thedesignated fime, honking, wavingand shouting Happy Birth-
ard i} I-I day and Reverend Wilzan stopd amazed at the number of well

The Revernd Cerwood Wikon, [ = wishers.

akaGrand Fa Peverarl Wikon mre i ing
hi gits.

Than k'voa!

st. ko hn Family,
rouae always thee and that
PEVEF E0RE un-noticed. [amg mte-
fulforyour wo s of cormfort;

£ prRyes, exts, calkamd = & of

g ourti kimd ress during the loss of my
e, biologkalfather, Mr Jimmie
God Bless, hac K imkey
The Davidson Famiy

He was loved by somany and | will
c b s boa e oo onies, his king
softspirtand hE bwe forothers,

Thanks so much,
Cr. Monca Dillihunt
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Highlighting Qur Youth

Lydia Demrs

In August, Huntswille City Schoals relessed the 2020 Reset Plan which included a hybad leaming emvirenment mnsishng of
both Tradmonal & Virtual Learning Optians. This month, the 5t Jabhn AMEN features two Humtswille City S dhoal students and
theirthoughts anthe Reset Flan for 2020 —2021 schoaol year.

K

M ariin ee Hill _I'." Blake lohnsaon
Martinee Hill is an 11th _Il_ ?"“.'FH-' i Blake Johnson is an 8th grader at the
grader at Huntswilla High g [ o M| Academy forScience and Fareign Lan-
Schaol She enjoyz Sd- ]
EMiCE.

e | puage [ASFL . He enjoys Histary and Schk
ence. Whean not studying or complefing
JU&T hamework assignments, 8 game or two
Marmnes prefers wirtual of widen games is always awelcomed
learning to traditional, distracion.
becguse of the freedom, She alsa enjoys the fedibility of
working assignments ahead of ime instead of having to ||Blakeisnot afan of virtual schaol Hefindsitto be challenging
wiait. In her spare fime, she enjoys playing the ‘Sims”, [|atfimes. Blake feelsthat talkingtothe teachersvirtually and
wiatching Netflix, drawing, and baking. havingto maintain honor roll has bean stressful and has caused
amigty at mmes, Blake looks forward to returning to traditional
Marnnze has put hartalentsto use at 51. John. 5he has||leaming inJanuary.
worked with the media ministny, served on the Ir, Ushar
Board and currently representsthe youth af the church as

a8 member of the 5t. John Building Commitrtes far the new
church.

Blake has been a life-long member af 5t, John AME Chureh, He
izamemberofthe YPD, and serves fathfully 35 alr. Usher.

Blake isthe son of Ms. Pamela Lirtle and the grandsan of Mr &

Martinze isthe daughter of Mr. & Mrs: Marcus and Angela || M rs. Carver Myhand. Little Ace Carter Johnsan s Blake's broth-
Hill.5he haz abrother, Kelson. Er.

More Thankyou cards,

Thank Youl
Thead; L &
b _ St.Jahn Family,
<1, o hn Eammil, > j .T.haﬂhgruu so much foryour expres-
My heart was warmed with sions of comfort and cancern during
the out pouring of love d uring the passing af our laved anes, Mr.
mry Birthday “drive-by” cele- MaonroePowersand Mr. Shannon
bmtion, The kind esses ax- Powers, Yourthoughts, prayers,
pressed wers pmatly appeck cards, and calls truly warmed our
ated . hearts.

S incerely,
Dreaconess W ary Powers,
The Johnsans, Barbara,
Jessg, Ron, and
Mrs. Janice Hereford

With a g mteful heart,
Deacomess CharEe Bmols
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Church School Lesson Overview — January 2021

The reviews werewritten by Brother Willie Sandifer and
br. Thalia Love-Brown.

lanuary 3, 3021

Lessean Title! Called te Proclaim

Lessan Scripture: Luke 4

Print: Luke 4:14-23

Devotiomnal Sangs: #364[], #258], and #24-3[]

Key Verse: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anpinted me to bring good-news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim relezse to the capdives and recoavery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to praclaim
theyearafthe Lord's favar’ [Luke 421819},

A crystal picture of the woerdo that Jesus did and the pawer
that is in His name is given in this lesson. lesus was called to
set free those who are oppressed, those who are despised,
and those who are in need and to serve, The author points
out that His life-changing woerk sheuld continue in today's
ame,

anuary 10, 2021

Lessen Title: Called to Significance

Lesson Scripture: Luke 5:1-11

Print: Luke 5:1-11

Devotional Songs: #221[]; #251[]; and #24.3[]

Key Verse! “Then Jesussaid to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching people™ [Luke 5:10b).

This. lesson reveals how Jesus called the fishermen, whao

guickly left their nets, to follow kim. They were to fish for
souls instead of fish,

Large crawds went ta hearlohn the Baphst. Howewer, lesus’
ministry was much grester and the word quickly spread as
Jesus casted out evil spirits'and healed the people of diseas
gs. Because of the wery large crowds, Jesus needed 2 place
from which to preach and made use of Peter's boat and
taught from the sea.

lnuary 17, 3021

Lessen Title: Called te Heal

Lessan Scripture; Mark 2:1-12

Print: M ark 2:1-12

Devotioral Sangs #771; #272[]; and £24 3[]

Key Verse: "Which iz easier, to say to the paralyfic "feursins
are forgiven’, ar to say, Stand up and take your mat and
walk' P (WM atthew 2:110.

Inthis |essonthe word spreadsthat lesus perfarmed miracu-
laus healing. As long as Jesus walked the earth, people knew
that'instant healing was possible, Crowds came from far and
wide in hope of personal healing or in hope of a laved one
belng cured.

Today four men showed just how farfollks will goin helping
someme who wards healng,

Januany 24, 2021

Lesson Title: Called as the Intereessor

Lesson Sedpture: lohn 17:14-24

Print: lohn 17:14-24

Devotional Songs: #9597 [[; #321]; and §243[]

Key Verse: "l ask not only on behalf of these, but also on
behal af these wha will believe in me through their
ward” Uohn 17:20).

Aslesus' fime on earth nears its end, He calls on His disdples
to pray, He prays for the disciples who will face an ewil
wiorld. He prays for their protechon. He prays fartheir sanc-
wficalion as they are set apart to spread His message. Finally,
dezus prays that they remain unitied in mission. When the
disciples are sanchified to carry out Hiswork, they, like Him,
stand in the gap forethers, bringing everyone to the Father
asonein lowe. Jesus imtercedes for His disciples and for be
liewers,

lanuany 31, 2021

Lessan Title: Prophesying Daughters

Lesson Scrpture: Luke 2:36-38, Acts 1:12-14 2-16-21, 21:B-5
Print: Lule 2:36-38, Acts 2:16-21; 21:8-9
Devetional Songs: #361[[; #Alleluial]; and #243]]

Key Vermse “In the last days it will be, God declares, that |
will pour out my5Spirt upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see wi-
sions and your old men shall dream dreams” (Acts 2:17),

This lessan emphasizes that God's call is not limited by gen-
der. Waoamen in ministry sill face discrimination. Hawewer,
the important rale of wamen is seen in this lessan. A wam-
an, the prophet Anna, proclaimed Jesus ta be the Messiah,
Anna’s desire wasto seethe Messiah, after much prayer and
fasting, God granted herthe appanunity to see Him. All peo-
ple have a purpose in life. The lessan pravides examples of
wamen who have responded to God's call. Belisvers must
be sure that they afimm the @Il of women in their lives as
they live out their purpos BE,
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Fishing lor People

Jesus called out to them, "Come, fFoliow me, and I will
show yvou how to fish for pecple!” Matthew 4:19 [NLT)

The puzzle is based on Matthew 4:18-22 (NLT).
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Copynght & Sermons 4 Kids, Ing. = All Rights Resenved = www, sermonsdads, com

Fehirg for People [Pinterest post] Pimzrest. Fetrieved December 2020, from hitpc S pinte =st.com
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During the months of Decemberand lanuary
Church Schaal will meeston Z00M

T opic: Clomeh Scluso]l Z oo Meetmg
T e Sundag= B: 4 amn- 945 { Clanch SclwoI)
Mu-day Fellowslap, Mo - Sat. 1130am

From a computer, tablst, or cellp lome
Join fisom Mestimg by bpmg thiz Ink ooe yeur bows-
BT

-

Itz iusiiweb, moma {462 657112 7
pwd=MVdZc XE65E ZFMFECLOJ4cW1LIRINX Z 09

Meeting ID; 462 687 112
Pazsword: 01718

From o teleplwone: One tap mobile
+ 13126266799 4626871124 US (Chicsgp)
+19292056099 4626871 1 2% US (New York)

Dial by your lecation
+1312 626 6799 U5 (Clhacaga)
+1 929 205 6099 IS (New York)
Mesting ID: 462 687 112
Passwonl: 017348

Young People’s Division

135th St John AME Church Atmi ersary
Commemoratie Lapel Pin
Be one of the fiowt manhes to recene this
beautifully crafted comomenoratsre lapel pin

2 for $5.00

Purchase from amy
Sieward ox e 5t Joln Clanch ofifiee.
AR fumills darted to fhe VISIO N 220 Bl dng Fund.

COVID-19 Safety Campaign

£ The Northwest District Conferance YPD will
launch -a Be Sofe initative to promote the
COW recommenged sofefy profocols oz o
rafgtes to the Coronavirus

TheSafety Campaign is opened to all YPODers in the Nortierest
Conference.

Belomer are the rules for participaiing in the Be Safe Campaign:

YPDers are invited to pamcipate in the Be Safe Campaign
by creatng & social media video orflyer encouraging every-
agne to follew the COC guidelines for miigatingthe spread
of the Coronavirus,

The fiyer must be a single page that promotes following the
CDEC guidelines, Images used onthe flyer must be apprmopri-
gte far 2l ages. Mo images of an individual may be used
without permission.

YPDers may create TikTok wideos between 1530 seconds)
that premote COC protocals: All persons featured in the
videos must grant permission. These wideos may be used
on other sacial media sites including, but not limited to,
Instagram, Facebook Twitter, Snapchat.

YWidens and flyers must include the tag line: “This messags
is sponsored by the Merthwest Conference YPD Depart-
ment."

All widenos and fyars must be approvad by the apprapriate
leaders befare posting. The Campaign will officially launch
on December 15, 2020.

For addittonal infarmation contact Mrs. Deidre Walkon, YPD
Directar at deetersanmy@yahoo.com,

5t. lahn AME Church
Betty E. Derrick, Women's Missionary Sodety
Mrs. Lamraine Parham, President
YoungPeaple's Division
Mrs. Deidre Walton, Director
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Church School
Eook Club

December 2020 Diseussion Date: December 19, 2020

10:00 ALM. —11:30 A,

Forgornem Sodes Willis  Becla, 2016

lanuary 2021 Discussion Date: January 16, 2021

10:00 AM.—11:30 A,
MNin= Parfact Strongers, M ariarty, Lane, 2019,

MNine people gather at & remote health esart. Same are
lere to loss weight, sama are here to get a reboat-on life;
some are here for reasons they an't even admit to them-
salves. Amidst all of the lusury and pampering the mindful-
ness and media@on, they know these ten days might in-
valve some real woerk. But none af them could imagine just
how challengingthe next ten days are going to be,

Frrnces Welty, theformerly best-selling remantic novel
ist, arrives at TrRnquillum House nursing a bad back, a bra-
ken heart; and an edquisitely painful paper cot. She s im-
mediately intrigued by herfellow guests. Most of them do
not lookto be in need of a health resart at all. But the per
san that intrigues her mast is the strange and charismakbc
ownerfdirector af Tranguillumi Houss. Could this person
really hawve the answers Frances did not evan know she was
seeking? Should Frances put aside her doubts and immerse
herself im everything Tranguillum Hause hasto offer — or
gshould she run whileshe sall can?

It is motlong before every guest at Tranguillum House is
asking exactly the same quesion,
—Amazan

Young Readers’ Café

B N
it '._F-'-III %

e

Probity Jones and the
Fear Not Angel

L
Mot Aneel

By

Walter Wangerin, Jr,

Tirm La i, Il lustrator

It was Christrnas Bve Probity's

family was poingto church far

the Christmas pageant: Probity

herself wasto bethe Fear Mat
Angel, the hest part she sver had in her life. But Probity Jones
wras sick.

She could hear her family |sughing outside as they walksd
away to church. She gazed thraugh the windome at-the lonely
moaon, perfectly round, perfectly white. And she felt miserable.

Knock! Knock! Semeone was knocking on their third-floar win-
dow, Probity caught her breath. Outside was a8 beaunaful per-
son dressed all inwhite, bright-as the moon, and tall asthe
night:5he openedthewindow an the fips-ofherfingers: Come,
Probity Jones, It's meta go.

And s begins a lireathtaking fight up to the pathways of the
moon, aoross aseaas deep-as dreaming and down, down'to a
Christmas pageant beyend imagining. And Probity isthere,
hovering above sirangely famlliar shepherds, joining the Fear
Mot Angel's preat glad fidings. T his is a story that will enchant
the enlire family and bring warmth, joy, and new meaning to
every Christmasseason.

—Amazan
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Announcements

Worship Service
Lare Streaning

Untl warship returns to. the
sanctuary, the 10:00-a.m,
warship service may be
viewed on the fallowing
mediaplatforms.

5t. lohn AME Bible Study
Live Streaming

Conversational Bilble 5tudy
B:00 p.m. gach Wednesday.

5t. lahn Face Book Live Stream
Wisit at stjohnamehs

Church website: wwwstjohnhuntswville.cam
Click an “View Livestream”

S5t.John Face Book Page: stjohname hsy

Youtube at 5t. John AME Huntsvillz or

Wimeo-at 5t. Jahn AME

S5t.John AME Church
229 Church Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Tithes and offerings may be submitied ta the church by using
Givelify, Paypal, CashApp@SETIOHN HEY or sending vour affering tothe churchwia S, Post Office.

Sending wia U.5. Post Office; Complete the form below, cut alang the dotied line and submit in an envelope
with yaur checl.

ENOGEEEs =it John Alrican Slethobist Episcopal Chuiveh
229 Church Streset NW = Huntsvilie, Alabams 35801
Ruvnrersd Matircs WWmgne. 0 Pess
W B ) FEaiE i e Lo e il e Beemiie Saare o

!t Ry T wiael it e Lo JPerme TR T 1 dal

CF i <h,
Fae™ i Aids

1 Fiim iz Wi
Al aks 3 Dimaresi Py
LIy Huming Fraer
P igara Mikiliin FoodD Wi

Cosr Armasim % TEHTRL
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January 2021
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5t John AME Churzh )
Man- profit

213 Church Strest U.5. Postage

Huntsville, Alabama 35801 PAID

[2568)534-3265 Hurtswville, AL
Fermit Mo.2<40

Return Service Requested

E-rmil  offices E:'l:_:n:hun hurmz ¢l oom

e b ite - wonwstio inhu mtsy ille.com

The Right Pevemrd Hamy L S=awrght, Bishop
The Peversrd Sherita Seawright, EpiscopalSupenisor
The Pevererd Bruce W, Hunter, Presiding Eder

The Peversrd Maurie Wright I, S2riant Pastor

December 24, 2020  Virtual Candle Light Service via Face Book Live, 6:00 p.m.
December 26, 2020 Kwanzaa Begins
December 31, 2020  Virtual Watch Night Service via Face Book Live, 10:00 p.m.

I

ST, JOHN AME

INDRIC
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